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See Bill. 
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See Bill. 
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Burdwan District Board. 

See Questions: Resolutions. 
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See Bill. 

Calcutta Police— 
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Calcutta University Senate— 

See Questions. 

Cargill, Mr.—, i.c.s.,— 

See Questions. 
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See Questions. 
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\ opposed resolution re — 
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Hise ill the price of — 
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See QiieHtions. 
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linked queHtions re— 

Eastern Bengal Kail way, tlieft on— ... 1024 
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and orders ... ... ... ... 28 
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Jalpesb fair, the — ... ... ... ... 1024 

jute, transactions in — ... ... ... 140 

Khulna and Barisal, railway between — ... ... 1024 

Nator and Rampur-Boulia, railway connection Ixd- 
ween — ... ... ... ... .. 871 

Provincial Educational Service, promotions to the— 617, 750 
Provincial Judicial Service, recruitment of the — ... 533 
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Midnapore and Bankura ... ... ... 1023 
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Cahiri ... ... ... ... ... 619 
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certain — to appear at the licentiate examination 
of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal ... ... 71 

detenus, t)rovision of facilities to — for appearing at 
the Univer.sity examinations . .. ... ... 506 

Dinajpur Municipality, grant to the — for the construc- 
tion and repair of a ])r()teer,ive bujid at certain quar- 
ters ... ... ... ... ... 454 

fee rates, reduction of monthly — in certain colleges ... 456 

flood ill the districts of Kajshahi. Bogra and Dinajpur 1073 
.^wm-traiuiiig and primary school pandits, provident 
fund for the beneflt of — ... .. ... 394 

lecturers, inclusion of certain — in the Pifiviucial 
Educational Service ... . ... 448 

military drill, iiitroductiou of — in all Government 
schools and colleges ... ... 712 

Provincial Judicial Service, relaxation in the applica- 
tion of certain oixJer.s governing the retirement of 
the members of the — ... ... ... 818 

' Wiuin?, free distribution of — in all municipal towns 

\ if ^ malaria ... ... ... 402 

^ li’^lditionai hostel accommodation in 

•o|.. ... ... ... 479 

,!|ease of the staff of the — ... 461 

J ;*ption from paying certain 
Lion by the Itoja P. N. Ray 
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CHAUDHUEf, HoN’BLE BaBU KISHORI MOHAN— COiJcW. 
moved resolutions /v — 

Subordinate Bciucatioiiul Service, cancellation of 
certain Government orders restrictini^ promotion of 
officers in the — ... ... ... ... 60t 

spoke to resolutions re — 

Asansoh establishiiieut of a Suboitlinute Judge’s Court 
at— ... ... ... ... ... 1155 

Burdwan and lloo^^dily-Chiiisumli Mnnicipallties, 
withdrawal of the oitiers of superseHsioii of the — ... 1083 

cloth, acute distress owin^.^ to hi^h prices of— ✓ ... ‘ (>1^8 

cloth, food-stufT.s, etc., retaliation of the prices of — 214 

cot rupt practices amoutst the ministerial ^taff of the 

mufassal courts ... ... ... ... 1111 
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in Ben^^al ... ... / ... 

Dacca Colle^ro, increase of fees in the — ... 
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Defenc(‘ of India fCrimimtl Daw Ameiidrheut) Act, 
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pla(‘e< free from malaria ... ... ... 20d 

l)ni>>:a Pnja holidays, obscrvanc(‘ as closed holidays of 


tour days of the — in t he Ben/^^al Secretariat ... 

Hy^deiui and Sanihition, ttniclun^^ of — in all Stat(‘- 

aided schools ... ... ... ... 184 
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tribunals (‘oust itn ted to try cases of — ... y ... 280 

one-rn[ee notes, difficulties in (ronmadion with the 

circulation of the — ... ... ... 927 

weaving? and sJ)innin^^ school for teaeddn^ — at Dacca 

and other places ... ... ... ... 800 

withdrew resolution re — 

Director of Agriculture, confirmation of the offK. 

— Mr. S. Millipin ... ... ... ... 85 


professional be^^gary, le/^islation to discoura^^e — ... 688 

CiiAUKiDARi Assessment— 
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Chittagong— 

See Questions. 

Chittagong Agricultural Department— 

See Questions. 

Chittagong College— 

See Questions. 

Chittagong Forest Depar tment— 

See Questions. 

Chittagong Madrassa— 

See Questions. 
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Chittagong, Medical School in— 

See Questions. 

Chittagong Port (Amendment) Bill, 1918— 

See Bill, 

Cinchona Cultivation— 

See Questions. 

Civil Courts— 

See Questions. 

Cloth— 

See Questions ; Resolutions. 

Cloth, high iniicEs of— 

See Resolutions. 

Cloth, Standardised— 

See Questions. 

Cloth weaving industry— 

See Resolutions. 

Commutation proceedings— 

See Questions. 

Constitutional Reforms— 

See Questions ; Resolutions. 

(For tlie report of a committee of non-ollicial members eonsti- 
tuted to consider the Reform proposals, see pamphlet 
jirinted separately.) 

Co operative Societies— 

See Questions ; Resolutions. 

Corrupt Practices— 

amongst the ministerial staff of the nuifassal courts — 

See Resolutions. 

Cottage Industries— 

See Questions. 

Cotton— 

See Questions. 

Cotton Cultivation- 
See Resolutions. 

Council QuEs rioNS— 

Sec Questions 

Court of Wards— 

See Questions ; Resolutions. 

Cox’s Bazar— 

See Resolution's ; Questions. 
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Budget, deletion of certain items of expenditure from 
the— ... ... ... ... ... 429 


cotton cultivation, improvement of the prosiHH'ta of — 

in Bengal ... ... ... ... 810 

military drill, introduction of — in all (ioveriiment 
schools and colleges ... ... ... 713 

professional beggary, legislation to discourage — ... 088 
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Daccv — 

See C^)in‘stions ; Kesolntions. 

Dacca COLLECii:— 

See, Queslions ; Kt'solutions. 

Dacca Collegiate School— 

See Questions. 

Dacca Medical School— 

See Questions. 

Dacca, postponement of the partition of— 

See Resolutions, 

Dacca School of ENGiNEEUiNt; and the Dacca College— 
See Questions 

Dacca University— 

Sec Questions. 

Dacoities— 

See Questions. 

Damodak Basin— 

See Questions. 

Damodar Embankment and Drainage Division— 

See Resolutions. 

Damodar floods— 

See Questions. 

Damodar project- 
See Questions. 

Damodar reservoir scheme— 

See Resolutions. 
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Damodab reservoir survey— 
See Questions. 

Damodar river— 

Sfif; Questions. 
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Darjeeling exodus— 

See Hesolutions. 

Darjeeling-Himalyan Kailway— 

See Hesolutions. 

Datta, Hon’rle Babu Akhil Chandra— 
iisked questions re — 

Arinanitola (loverninent High School and other 
Government higli schools, Matriculation results 


of the—... ... ... ... 1137 
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of the— ... ... ... ... ... 1137 

Arms Act, administration of tl)e— ... ... 14(1 

Bengal Village Self-Government Bill, publication and 
distribution of the — in the vernacular ... ... (>33 

boy-scout movement and formation of cadet corps in 
schools ... ... ... ... ... ()29 

cloth, rise in price of — ... ... .. (128 

constable’s disorderly conduct, case of a — in court (129 

Cox’s Bazar, pasture lands in — ... ... ... 634 

Criminal Procedure Code, a ca.ie under section 100 of 
the— ... ... ... ... ... 144 

Dacca Ch>tiege, Professors’ common room at — ... lo3 

Dacca Collegiate School, transfer of sections of certain 
classes of the — to tlie Dacca Normal School 
premises ... ... ... ... 1137 

Defence of 1 ndia Act and Bengal Kegulation 111 of 
1818, number of persons detained under the — ... 632 

Defence of India Act anti Bengal Kegulation 111 of 
1818, number oi purdanashin ladies detained under 
the — ... ... ... ... ... 633 

d^teuN Anaih Bandhu Chaudhury, statement made 
by— ... ... ... ... ... 145 

case of Jatin Hoy, political — ... ... 631 

dHenu Pbanindra Nath 8ett, case of— ... ... 149 

detenus, case of tlie Kutubdia — ... ... ’ 635 

detenus, number of insant's amongst — ... ... 631 

Gopals, non-entry of certain— in the. record-of-rights 
prepared for Munshiganj ... ... ... HU3 

Gumti Embankment scheme; the — ... ... 301 

gun license of Babu Ashutosh Roy, a zamindar in the 
district of Faridpur ... ... ... 313 

guru-training school, transfer of the — of Samil to 
Brahmanliaria ... ... ... ... 636 

jury, trial by — , extension of the system of — to the 
district of Jalpaiguri ... ... ... 1023 

Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, case of— ... 498 

lition o^the Munslf’s courts and cbauki at— 687 
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the recommendatioas of the Director or his Ipepectors. Ifc would be very 
^^^tich easier for us, and I believe it wonld be very nmeh better for education 
JJnselfy and for the schools^ if thie Wi^re so. Kvoi'y week we spend p 
lar^ part of our time at Syndicate meetinfjs discussing the rnonlts of 
rfec# imendations made "by the Director of Public Instruction, and many 
6 c^:als do obtain recognition on terms against which the Director protests. I 
wjfald therefore ask the Council to understand that the DirootOt is in thp 
p(^tion of an advisory officer to the University, whose advice may be aopcptea 
or not by the Syndicate, before which ^verytlnng is put ilp — the reports Of an 
Inspector containiag not only the recommendations laidlSown in my circular, 
|hut also all information about the stdiool, and also the covering letter of the 
i)irector of Public Instruction-^all these docmnients are taken into cQpsidoration 
by the Syndicate when determining whether a school shall recognised or 
shall receive continuation of recognition." The fitandahis that^llurEdacation 
Department upln^ds arc, I bolievn, standards essential if our higli school work 
is not to bo allowcnl to sink into incomp(3tiniee. , Y believe there is nothing 
unreasonable in the sta'tidards which I have laid down in tlii^ cii;culai‘ as 
directions to inspe^etK^rs, but those standards are not standard* for the In strife- 
tion of the University. The University Syndicate can make and doi‘s make 
its own standards and accepts or n*jects the roconnnendations of tjie Director 
of Public Instriicti^in as it })leas 0 s, but I believe that if tliese standards were 
rejected by the University, it would be a great IjIow to the Welfare of our 
achool education, 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


Adjournmeift* 

The Council was then adjourned to Tuesday, ilu) 21 st January, 1919, 
at 11 A.M., at Gov^ernment House, Calcutta. 


(Calcutta ; 

The 23rd December, 1918. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Secy, to the Govt? of Bengali and , 

Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council {Offgf 


B. & PrM»-4-I4M^-3137J--a60nrii#. > 
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See Questions. 

G/(r/f'TRAiNTN(i School— 
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Haq, Hon’rle Maulvi A. K Fazl-ul— 
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and — ... ... I ... ... ... 33 
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for the — ... / ... ... ... 243 
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students in Dacca ... ... ... ... 659 
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the — ... ... ... ' ... 883 
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iisked questions re — 
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Police, rented accommodation for Calcutta — ... 312 

Police Sub-Ins])ector, case of a discharged — ... 40 

Police Sub-Inspector, case of a Muhammadan — ... 312 

Provincial Judicial Service, prospects in the — ... 311 

Raj Liikhi Dasi, the case of — ... ... ... 526 

Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Muhammadan 

uppoinments in the Department of the — ... 659 
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Co-operative Societies, location of the headquarters 
of the Registrar, — , at Dacca ... ... ... 812 
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existing — for Mahamuiadan students in Calcutta ... 448 

Muhammadan Arts College, establishment of a — in 
Calcutta ... ... ... ... 849 
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transfer of — ... ... ... ... 880 
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at— ... ... ... .. ... 444 

Provimnal Judicial Service, relaxation in llie a|)plica- 

lion of certain orders govern i ng tin* r(‘tirement of • 

the memders of the — ... ... ... 818 

Jvegistration Department, j)ay and prospects of ( lerks 

and mnliarrirs in the — ... ... ... 857 

Salarh‘s, incrt'meni on a suital)h‘ s(*ale to the nay of 
all public servants drawing monthly — np to Ks. 100 
a month ... ... ... ... 815 

system of medici lies, development of the — ... 462 

waqf properties, manag(‘im‘nt of — within the limits 

of Calcutta and the suburbs ... ... ... 706 

weaving and spinning, school for t(‘aching — at Dacca 
and other places ... ... ... 799 

spoke to lesol lit ions re — 

Budget, etc., d(*letion of certfiin items of e.xjxmditurc* 

from tlm — ... ... ... ... 187 

Durdwan and liooghly-CJhinsurah Municipalities, 

withdrawal of the onlers of snpersi^ssion of tlK‘ — ... 1081 

(UUouas. provision of facilities to — for appeal ring at 

tlie University exam i mil' ons ... ... 511 

Muhammadan Arts College, establishim‘nt of a — in 

Calcutta ... ... ... ... 855 

l*olicc Administration Ueport of 1916, deletion of 
certain words from the — ... ... ... 221 

salt, manufacture of — by ]>eoi)le for theii' own con- 
sumption to be duty-free ... ... ... 98 

withdrew resolutions re — 

Coifktitutional Keforins, ])artigniph 288 of the report 

on— ... ... ... ... ... 88?^, 

Darjeeling exodus, abandonment of the — of the j 

Government ... ... ... ... 820 

Midnapore Zarnindary Company, alleged oppression 
eoinmitted by the — ... ... ... 605 


Hare School — 

Se" Questions. 


Hat-lootixg Cases— 
See Questions. 


Hazidanga Indigo Factory— 
See Questions. 
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INDEX. 
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High Schools— 

See Kesolntions. 

High Schools, inspection of— 

Sop Questions. 

Holioa'ys— 

See Questions. 

Hough LY river— 

See Questions. 

Hostels— 

See Questions; Resolutions. 

" Howells, Hon’bi.e Dr.— 

spoke to resolutions re — 

Budget, deletion of certain items of expenditure from 
the— ... ... ... .. ... i:>0 

hygiene and sanitation, tea(^hingof — in all Slate-aided 
schools ... . . ... ... ... 1<S7 

Insurance and Provident Fund, ci*eatiou of Proles- 
sors’ and Teachers’ — ... ... ... ,*190 

Kancharapara, mechanical apprenticeship at — for 
studcmts ... ... ... ... :141 

Howrau-Amta Light Railway— 

See Questions. 

Howrah Courts— 

See Questions. 

Howrah flood— 

See Questions. 

Hutchinson, Hon’blk Mr. Hely— 
spoke to resolutions re — 

Dacca, posponement of the partition of — ... ... 845 

flood in the districts of Rujshahi, Bogra and Dinajpur 1075 
one-rupee notes, dilliculties in connection with the 

circulation of the — ... ^ ... ... 925 

Hygiene and Sanitation— 

See Resolutions. 


Income-tax— 

See Questions. 

Indian Civil Service— 
See Questions. 

Indigo cultivation— 
See Questions, 
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Industrial and vocational education— 

See Questions. 

Inspectors of Schools— 

See Questions. 


Irwin, Hon’ble Mr. H. H. A.— 
asked questions re — 

Darjeelin^^-Hi inula van Railway Company, rem^wal of 
contract with the— and improvement of level cross- 
ing on the railway lines ... ... ... Shi 

European man-power, appointiiunit of District Ck)m- 
mittees on tht‘ — question .. ... ... Sh2 

Hook-worm disease ... ... ... ... 24t) 

moved re.solutions re - 

* 

Diiars, scheme for the improvement of roads in tlu‘ — Ihil 
Hygiene and Sanitation teaching of — in all State-aided 
‘sciioois ... ... ... . 

on(‘-rupe(‘ notes, dilliciilties in (‘onnection with the 
circulation of the — ... ... 

moved for postpontMuenl of his iv.solut ion re — 

Hygieneand Sanitation, teaching of — in all State-aidtal 

schools ... ... ... ... ... Ih" 

witlidn'W his n'solntion're — 

Duars, scheme for the improvement of roads in the — 


.l .VnAUUDDIN Hl KIlK HAR— 

See Qn(\stions. 

Jaii. Department— 

apj)oi nt ments in the — 

See Qm‘sti(ms. 

jALPAKirKl— 

jury, trial hy — , extension of the system of — to the district of — 
aSV Questions. 

Sadiir Ftu ry (Diat at — 

S e Questions. 

Jalpesu fair— 

See Questions. 


.lESSORE- 

See Questions. 

Joint Stock Companies— 

See Questions. 

Judicial services— 

See Questions. 

Jury, trial by— 

See Questions. 

Jute— 

. See Questions; Resolutions. 
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Jute and paddy— 

See Queatioiifl. 

Jute heed and Indramil paddy— 

See Questions. 


Kala-azar in Eastern Bengal— 

See Questions. 

Kalna Local Board— 

See Questions. 

Kalna Municipality— 

See Questions. 

Kasha— 

See Questions. 

Kasem, Hon’ble Maulvi Abul— 
asked questions re — 

Assistant Directorship of Public Instruction for 
Mubaininadan Kdueation ... ... ... 262 

Burdwan Alunicij)al embezzlement ease ... 889 

Calcutta Municipal Bill, special ollicers in connection 
with the — ... ... ... ... 263 

Dacca Medical Hchool ... ... ... 774 

District Sub-re^dstrars on exten.sion ... ... 1028 

documents, registration of — in Persian character at 
Dacca ... ... ... ... ... 890 

Farid])ur District Board, conduct of thc‘ Chairman 
of th(‘ — ... ... ... ... ... 301 

house~rejU allowance of tlie Bengal Secretariat assist- 
ants in Darjeeling ... ... ... 528 

income-tax, asse.ssment of — in Noakhali ... ... 529 

Insphctor of Civil Court Oflices, post of — ... 262 

Ijady Adviser to the Court of Wards, duties of the — 889 

Mokbul Ahmad, the case of — ... ... ... 1028 

munici])alities, District and Local Boards, alteration in 

the constitution of — ... ... ... 889 

Police, conduct of a liead-constable of — at Bakarganj 528 
Settlement Officers in Bengal ... ... ... 264 

travelling allowance drawn by certain Superintend- 
ents of Police and Excise ... ... ... 528 

moved resolutions — 

Asansol, establishment of a Subonlinate Judge's Court 

at- ... ... ... ... 1153 

Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muham- 
madan Education, appointment of a Muhammadan 
member of the Provincial Educational Service as — 730 

Burdwan and Hooghly-Chinaurah Municipalities, 
withdrawal of the onlers of supersession of the — ... 1078 

Buidwan District Board, increase of the number of 
memberships of the — ... ... ... 734 

Ghaukidari tax and amendment of the Village Ghaukl 
dari Acts 


699 
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Page. 

Datta, Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra— 
asked questions re — 

Kristopiir canal and the Jairj^gachi bhil ... ... 146' 

medical [practitioners, unregistered — ... ... 153 

Middle English School, revivification of the — of the 
Dacca Normal School ... ... ... 1139 

Middle English School, want of Government — at 
Dacca ... ... ... ... ... 1138 

Mr. Meredith, the case of — , a bailiff* of the Court of 
Small C-aiises. (Calcutta ... ... ... t245 

Nagemira Kumar Guha Kay, case of — ... ... 48 

Police Administration Re[)ort, certain statements 

in the — ... ... ... ... 151 

Police Sub-J nsjiec.tor Satish Chandra Das, alleged 
harassment by a Police Superintendent of — ... 148 

Police Superintendent Mr. Burton’s case ... 148 

Police, the Hpi>ointinents of Inspector-General and 

De])uty Inspectors-General of — ... ... 497 

[Political prisoner, alleged torture of — Babu Arun 
Chandra Guha ... ... ... ... 630 

pris(pner, case of State — Mahendm Ray ... ... 635 

prisoner, case of State — Narendra Nath Sen ... 635 

Provincial Executive Service, appointments to the — 

from the Hindu community in the district of 
Noakhall ... ... ... ... 633 

salt, circular regarding — manufacture / ... ... 143 

salt law, oflfences against the — ^ ... ... 141 

salt, manufacture of — by private persons ... ... 141 

salt, manufacture of — in Bengal ... ... 152 

salt, [Price of — in Bengal ... 140 

Sindhubalas, the case of the — in Bankura ... 497 

Subordinate Educational Service, ojperatiipu of the new 

r(*tirement rules upon the members of the — ... 301 

suicide, alleged cases of — owing to inability to [pur- 
chase cl(pth 

Ti]P[pera, income-tax in — ... ... ... 151 

Tiippera, malaria in — ... ... ... 155 

Tippera, [pro[POHed subdivision for — ... ... 152 

Union Ccpmmittees and Panebayets, conference of the 
Chaiimen and Presidents, respectively, of — at 
Marii[)ur in the Daccui district ... ... 893 

Union Committees, assets of — in Dacca ... ... 893 

Union Committees, levy of taxes by — in Dacca ... 896 

wild animals, ravages by — ... ... ... 145 

his resolution re the following was deemed to be with- 
drawn— 

military drill, introduction of — in all schools and 
colleges in Bengal ... ... ... 720 

moved resolutions re — 

cloth, food-stuffs, etc., regulation of the prices of — ... 213 

Defence of India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act, 

1915, i>ersons interned under the — to be domiciled in 
places free from malaria ... ... ... 206 

jute, safe-guarding the interests of the growers of — 736 
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INDEX. 


DATTA, Hon’BLE BABU AKHIFi CHANDRA—r?0//C?W. 
moved reHolutions re — 


Page. 


Jyotisb Cliaiidni Ghosh, mental condition of — , a 
dUenu ... ... ... ... 519 

Police Administration Report of 1916, deletion of 
certain words from the — ... ... ... 218 

Police Superintendent Mr. Burton, refund of a certain 
sum by — to Government in connection with a suit 
hrou^dit against him ... ... ... 208 

prisoner, confinement in solitary cells of any poli- 
tical— ... ... ... ... 513 

Sindhubalas, enquiry into the case of tlie two women 
• of Bankura both named — ... ... ... 22G 

spoke to resolutions rc — 

Bidgachia Medical School students, permission to 
(certain — to appear at the licentiate examination of 
the State Medical Faculty of Bengal ... ... 75 

Muhammadan Arts College, establishment of a — in 
Calcutta ... ... ... ... 352 

salt, manufacture of — by people for their own con- 
sumption to be duty-free ... ... ... 92 

witljdrew his resolution re — 

salt, stopping of speculative transactions in — ... 281 


*SIec Questions ; Resolutions; prisoners; i>olitical prisoners. 

Dhanbari— 

See Questions. 

Dhanbari Subdivision, the proposed— 

See Questions. 

Dhoti, price of— 

See Questions. 

Dhotis— 

See Questions. 

Dhotis and saris— 

See Questions. 

Diara proceedings— 

See Questions, 

District Board dispensaries— 

See Qu(‘.stionK. 

District Boards— 

See Questions ; Resolutions. 

District Boards' budgets— 

See Questions. 

District Sub-registrars— 

See Questions. 
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Doagra rivkr— 

Sf*e Quest loiifi 

Documents— 

See Questions 

Dramas— 

See Questions. 

Dredgers— 

See Questions. 

Duars— 

See Resolutions. 

Durga Puja uolidays— 

See Jiesol lit ions. 

Dutt, Hon’ble Mr. K. B.— 

spokt‘ to resolutiiMi re — 

Bnnivvan and Hoo^dil y-Chinsiinih Mnnieijialil ies, 
wit hdrawal of tlie ordeis of sujxu’session of Mu* — ... 

E 

Eduiu'iion Department— 

See Qut*stions. 

Education tax— 

See Resolutions. 

Embankments— 

See Questions. 

KlPEUEMlCS— 

See Questions. 

European man-power— 

See Questions. 

Extension of Service— 

See Questions. 

# 

F 


Fee— 

See Questions. 

Filtehed water— 

See Questions. 

Financial Statement— 

Presentation and disscnssion of the amended draft— 265-27? 

Presentation of the revised — for 1918-19 ... ... 314 



xiv 


INDEX. 


Floods-. 

See Questions ; Resoliiticns 

Forest revenue— 

See Questions. 

Fry— 

See Questions. 


Page. 


Ganoes water— 

See Questions. 

Ganges water, pollution of tue— 
See Questions. 


Ghee— 

See Questions. 

Ghose Bahadur, Hon'rle Rai Derendeh Chunder— 
asked questions re — 

Bidyanandakati, acquisition of land for a tank in — ... j()25 

boiTow-])itH in Calcutta and suburbs ... ... 29 

.lessore, sanitary improvements in— ... ... 102(i 

Presidency College students, debarment of certain — 
from appearance at the University Examination on 
certain grounds ... ... ... ill) 

salt, |)rosecutions for illicit maiiufactiue of — ... 755 

Tolly’s Nala, silted up condition of — ... ... 29 

spoke to resolutions re — 

Asansol, establishment of a Subordinate Judge’s Court 
at— ... ... ... ... ... 1154 

Buixlwan and Hoogldy-Clunsurab Municipalities, 
Vithdrawal of the orders of supersession of the— ... 1089 

corrupt pracJices amongst the ministerial stall 
of the mufassal courts ... ... ... 1112 

Improvement Trust, mode of disposal of surplus lauds 
as building sites by the Calcutta — ... ... 720 

Munsifis and Subordinate Judges, improvement iji pay 
and prospects of — ... ... ... 3G5 

professional l^eggary, legislation tg discourage — ... 69i 

publications, cash sale of — of the Government of 
Bengal at the Secretariat Book Depot, Calcutta ... 106 

salt, matuyLfacture of — by people for their own con- 
sumption to be duty-free ... ... ... 90 

Sindbubalas, inquiry into the case of the two women 
of Bankura both named — ... ... ' ... ^ 230 

mag/* properties, management of — within the limits 
of Calcutta and the suburbs ... ... ... 707 

Oopais — 

See Questions. 
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Kasem, Hon’blk Maulvi 

moved resolutions re — 


Page. 


Durjeeling-Hiinalayiin Railway, permissioi) to junior 
assistants in Government service to travel by second 
class on the — ... ... ... * ... 7^8 

hostels, establishment of — for Miihainiiiadiin students 
outside Calcutta and Dacca ... ... ... 439 

house-rent to (jov<‘rnment H(‘rvants in Darjeeling, 
incHMsed rate ofr- ... ... ... 790 

lootini^ in limits and bazars, alle^jed police oppression 

in connection with the cases of — ... ^ ... 2 K^ 

looti n^ i n h^its and bazars, dissolution of tlie special 

tri])unuls c(»nstituted to try cases of — ... ... 278 

7 }iakt fhsy improvement of — and training of 'tmiallinis 447 

Mynu nsin^h, non-(\\j)enditure of the amount allotted ’ 
for ae(|nisition of lands iti — and for the construction 
of buildin^4:s in connection with the partition of 
Mi(lnaj)ore ... ... ... ... 4[0 

secondary schools, grants for buildings of — ... ,‘>91 


spoke to resolutions re — 

Dudget, deletion of certain items of expenditure from 
Mie— ... ... ... ... 

Cliaukitlari tax and nmondnientof the Village/Jliatiki- 
(lari Acts ... ... ... 704 

Cox’s Bazar, establishment of a ( overnment High 

Rnglish School at — ... ^ ... ... f071 

Dacca School of Engin(‘eri ng, tecdinical and industrial 
education in connection with the — ... ... 832 

education tax on Muhaininadans in Bengal ... 827 

floods, projects for mitigating the effect of the bu’rible ^ 
— of i\n) Dainodar in the Burdwan Division ... 372 


spijke to resolutions re — 

Mulianinuidan Arts Colleges, o[>eniug of — in Calcutta 
and Dacca in liinni houses ... ... 820 

Muhainmailan Marriage Registrars, appointment and 

transfer of — ... . ... ... ... 830 

Munsifl’s and Suhordinate Judges, improvement in 

pay and j)rosp(*cts of — ... ... ... 303 

Police Administration Report of 1910, del(4ion of 

certain words from the — ... ... ... 220 

salt, manufacture of — by people for their, own 
consumption to be duty-free ... ... ... 91 

system of medicine, dcv<‘loj)menl of the — ... 403 

waqf properties, management of — within the limits 

of Calcutta and the suburbs ... ... 707 


withdrew resolution re — 

Personal Assistants to the Commissioners of Divisions 
and to the Inspector-General of Registration, 
special allowance to the — ... ... ^ ... 1107 


^HAV Chaudhuri, Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali— 
asked questions re— 

Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muham- , 
madan Education, appointment of a Muliammadau 
officer to act as the — .. ... i 
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Khan Chaudhuei, Hon’hle Mr. M. Ashraf Ali— condd. 
asked questions re — 

Calcutta Gazette, free supply of the — to certain 
newspapers ... ... ... ... 313 

Carmichael .College, acquisition of land in the 
neighbourhood of H^e — ... .. ... (>77 

Carmichael College, lease of land in tlie neighbourhood 

of the — to a private company for a dairy farm ... 677 

hat-looting cases, alleged police oppressioJi in 
connection with ... ... ... ... 140 

' h^il-looting cases, special tribunals for — ... 140 

lncom(‘-tax, Collector of — ... ... ... 7()o 

Lai Bag market and attaclied .lumma Masjid, 
acquisition of the — at Rangpnr by the Rangt>ur 
College Committee ... ... ... (ioO 

Municipal Commissioners, nomination of Muham- 
madan — to the Calcutta Corporation ... ... 600 

Rangpur dairy farms, officials as share-holders of 
the- ... ‘ ... ... ... ... 1011 

Rangj)ur Zilla School, rustication of two school boys 

from the — ... ... ... ... 67)7 

Jteligioiis feelings, wounding of Muhaniiuadan — 

by the acquisition of certain trust lands ... 1(H 1 

Supc'rin tending Engineer, South-Western Circle, 
appointment of Mnluiininadans in the office of the — 656 

moved r(^soIatA)ns re — 

Court of Wards, appointment of Muhammadan officers 
as managers of the Muhammadan estat(‘s unde]* 
tlie — ... ... ... ... ... 907 


looting in h&ts and bazars, defence of four acuuised 

l)ersons by Government in the trials of cases of — ... 2HS 

spoke to resolutions re — 

flood in the districts of Itajshahi, Bogra and Dinajpur 1075 

hostels, establishment of — for Muhammadan stnd(*nts 
outside Calcutta and Dacca ... ... ... 440 

looting in hats and bazars, alh‘ged police ()pj)r(‘ssion 

in connection with the cases of — ... ... 2S4 

Muhammadan Arts College, establishment of a — in 
Calcutta ... ... ... ... 352 

waqf proj)erties, management of — within the limits 
of Calcutta and the suburbs ... ... ... 708 

Khulna— 

See Questions. 

Khulna and Barlsal. 

See Questions. 

Kidderpore Briixje— ^ 

Ste Questions. 

Konnagar Municipality— 

See Questions. 

Kutubdu— 

See Questions. 
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L 

Land-revenue— 

Sef^ Questions. 

Light railwayjs— 

SW Questions. 

Local bodies — 

See Questions. 

Local holidays — 

See Questions. 

Local Self-Government — 

See Questions. 


M 

Mackenzie, IIon’ble Mr. J. — 
asked questions re — 

jut(\ transport of tlj< — cnq) of Northern Ben^ud 
s])ok(‘ to resolution re — 

professional he^^;j:ary, le^dslation to diseoura^^^e— 

Malda — 

Spe Questions. 

Manikganj— 

See Questions. 

Manikganj and Aricha— 

See Questions. 

Manikganj High English School— 

See Questions. 

Martin, Hon’ble Mr.— 

spoke to resolution rc— 

cloth, food-stuffs, etc., re^^ulation of the prices of—/... 

Mazumdar, Hon'ble Babu Ambika Cuaran— 

asked questions re — 

cloth, Iiigh prices of — 

Dacca College, raising the tuition fee of the — 

Dhanbari subdivision, headquarters station of the 
proposed — 

timber merchants of the Jalpaiguri district 


Page. 
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Mazumdau, Hon’ble Babu Ambika Oharan— conrW. 

FI is r(‘solutioiiK re the following postponed — 

grant-in-aid rules, withdrawal or modification of 



eertain — 

730 


inspecting ofiicers to supervise the promotions of 
pupils and to select candidates for the Matriculation 
examination, withdrawal of powers from — 

7% 

lost hy 

default resolutions re — 



grant-in-aid rules and greater independence of the 
School Committees 

7!»6 

moved 

n^solutions re — 



Ca rid pur, construction of a new record -room at — f(»r 
the accommodation of the settlement records 

337 


V' ictory of the allit*d army 

tto<! 

s])oke to resolutions re — 



Hhagirathi water, ])reveniion of thi* pollution of the— 



Biirdwan and Hooghly-Chinsu rah Municipalities, 
withdrawal of the orders of supersession of the — ... 

UW2 


corrupt practices amongst Ihe ministerial staff of the 
nuifassal courts 

nil 


Hygiene and Sanitation, teaching of — in all State- 
aided schools 

1S3 


Police Administration Report of 19 Hi. dehdion of 
certain words from the — 

220 


MkDICAL COIJiEGES— 
yuestioiiK. 

Medical institutions, phivately-managed— 

^oe Ouestioiis. 

M E D I C A L PR A ( TPriONERS— 

Hoe Questions. 

Medical Schools— 

Hec Questions. 

Middi.e English StmooL— 

See Questions 

Midnapore— 

Hee Questions ; lie.solution.s. 

MroNAPORE Zamindary Company— 

See Questions. 


Military drill— 

See Rest)l lit ions. 


Ministerial appointments— 
See Questions 
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Mitra Bahadur. Hon’ble Kai Mahendra Chandra— 


asked questions re — 


a^rieultiiral farms, experimental — in tin* Prt'sidoney 
and Buniwaii J>i visions 
ti^rieultural work in Benpil 
Agriculture, duties of a Deputy Dirt'ctor of — 

Baiikura, arrest of two women, both named Sindlui- 
hala, in t he (I istrict of — 

Beii^ud Factory Joules of 1912 nnd w«>rkin^ of tin* 
s(‘|)tic tank latriin* installations 
B(‘n^al Loc*al Self-(Joveriimcnl At‘l of ISS.a. action 
under S(*ction 90 of the— /v* s(*tting apart of iiv(‘rs, 
(*tc., for drinkin^^ and culinary j)urpos(*s 
Bernard, deatli of Mr. — , I.C.s., and others ... 

Burdwan floods 

Calcutta University Senate*, expulsion of s(‘V(*ral dis- 
tinf.»uished visitors fre)ni (In* — m(*e‘tin /4 ... 

Cont rol h‘r of Pii(‘es for Bt*n^aL appointm(*nl of a — ... 
cotton, cult ivation of — in B(*n|.'jd 

Damodar basin, formation of a standing coinmitte*!* 
in con tiecl i<»n with tin* — 

Damodar floods 

Damodar liooels, inspection r(‘porl on tin* — by 
Mr. Addams-Williams 

Damodar floods, Mr. Addams-Williams' rt‘porl on 
the— ... 

Damodar floods, r(*(jin*s( forc(*rlain pap(*rs in coiin(‘c- 
tion with the — 

Damodar floods, warnrn^rs r(*^anlin^ 

Daiinxlar |)roj(*cl, (*xp(‘nditur(* on 

Damodar r(*servoi r surv(*y, imjiiiry on tin* — . . 

Damodar river, imp!()venn*nt of tin* lower rea<'hes of 
the— ... 

lihotis and saris, stock of— in various firms in Caicntia 
and elsevvliere 

JdsM'ict Boaids of the jBiirdwan and Presidc'ticN Divi- 
sions, excavation of tanks by tin — 

embankments. proposed abandonmtuil of tin* — 

betw(*(*n tin* Damodar and Uupnarayan rivers 

filtc*red water. non-sujq>ly of — within c(‘rtain innni- 
ci pa] areas 

filt(*red water, supply <f — by mu n ici j>al i t ies in 
Bt*n^^al ... 

floods, damage by — i n certain dist ricts 
floods, mitii^atin^^ tin* (*frcct of— in the Burdwan 
Division 

Canges water, contami nat ion of tin* — 
holidays in the Bengal Secretariat ... .VJ7, 

Hooghly river, det(‘rioratioii of uj>jM‘r fe(*ders oi tin — 
house-rent i n (’alcutta, incn*ase of — 

Howrali-Amta Idght Railway, fees n*a lined lj(»m fruit 
vendors, (*tc., at the important railway stations <»n 
the — 

Howrah-Amta Light liailway, good drinking water 
for passengers travelling by the — 
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Mitra Bahadur, Hon’ble Kai Mahendra Chandra— 
asked questions re — 

Howrah flood ... ... ... ... 

Intelligence Branch offices, employment of confiden- 
tial clerks in the — ... ... ... H85 

jute seed and Indrasail paddy, .supply of — ... 867 

Konnagar Municipality, population, etc., of the — ... lOOH . 

light railway.s, annual income, expenditure, etc., of — 
in Bengal ... ... ... ... 1131 

light railways, market value of shares, etc., of — in 
Bengal ... ... ... ... ... 1136 

local holidays to he observed in the Bengal Govern- 
ment offices in Calcutta ... ... ... 621 

Mangalghat, river bunds of pa rgana — ... .. Ill 

Medical Colleges, admission into — in Calcutta ... 887 

Nabadwip, fees received from the ])ilgrims visiting — 639 

Nabadwip, good drinking water for the heneiit of 

j)ilgrinis visiting — ... ... ... 640 

Nabadwip station, passenger traflic and sale of tickets 
on the — ... ... ... ... 488 

Pocket-picking and lighting arrangements in Uam- 
krishnaj)ur and Shalimar ferry waiting-rooms ... 888 
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I’he lloii’hh^ Maui. VI A. K. Fazl-iii.-H a(^ 

The Hoirhh^ Kuan Sahib Aman Art. 

The llon'hh' l>AiiU IkiABENDUA Giiandra ItAY. 

'riie lloii’hle Mr. Ai.tae Ali. 

'riu‘ llou'hh* BaBI AkIIII. (hlANURA DaTTA. 

Tli(‘ Hon’hli' lUi Maiiendra Ghandra Mitra Bahadur. 

The H()n’l)h‘ Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

'rh(‘ Hon’hle Babu ^Iahendra Nath Ray. (M.e. 

T\w Jluirhle Mr, K. B. Dutt. 

The lloii’hle Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

The Hoii’ble Babu Ambika (Tiaran Mazumdar. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1. 

GATH OK AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

< 

The Hon’ble Lieut.-Col. Buchanan and the Hon’ble Dr. Howelln made an 
oath or affirmation of their allegiance to the Crown. 
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Tlie I’ollowing which ha<l starnHl were put ainl ans wertnl : — 

Iv the Hoirble Rai Maukndra Chandra Mitra Hahaduh:- 

{fi) Js it a fa(‘t that the padily-helds of inouzas Souainukhi, Gazi- 
►ore, Kliannore, Chaksadar, dyot Bireswar, Latil)pore, Khandarpore, 
cfiardaha, Bhagal)ati|K)re aiul Idoug in the Cluharia Mibdivision of tlie 
lowrah district are still under waters 

{b) Are the Government aware that great damage is being done to the 
’inter rice crop owing to water being still in tlie fields referred to alK)ve? 

(r) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps are l>eing taken 
y them for the sptvdy draining out of the water from these fitddsy 

{d) Will the (iovernment be pleased to state whether they are lonsider- 
ag the <lesirability of givifig agricailtural loans to the raiyats alTe(‘ted by the 
ater in the said area ? 


j!sw(‘r by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowlky : 

{(i) Yes; to the extent (»f IJ, to 2 feet, as is usually tlie case at this 
inu‘ of the y(‘ar. 

(b) Yes; the crop has lu'en damagi'd owing to the fax^t that water is still 
1 th(‘ fields, but in this ar(‘a th<‘ crop grown is gen(*rally brcwidcast jiaddy. 

(r) Government are not taking steps to carry out any work for tlie 
|>eedy drainage of this area. The area, a> the Iloirble Member has already 
een informed, will be eflicicuitly drained when effect is given to the Amtii 
)rainag(' iiro ject. 

{d) It has been asccutaiiied that in SeptcmilKU* the Subdivisional Ollice?’ 
f Ulubai’ia offered agricultural loans in thi> an^a, and that tin* apfilications 
mounted to Rs. 202. This aiiuMint was advanced, and no further applica 
ion has In'en received.” 


W the Ilon ble Rai MAiinNimA Ghandk\ Mitra fiAHAoi r 

*2. Are the (Jovernment considering the desirability of issuing instruc- 
ions to the Rubdivisional Office r of l lubcria fVu’ the* nmioval of all attas\ i.e., oi.j 
amlKK) apparatuses for catediing fish, and other obstructions for the free *" 
assage of excess wat(‘r from the Banspati KhaP 


tnswer by the Hon’ble Mr. (’owij:v 

The Banspati Khal has not bc^en declared a public watercourse under 
he Drainage or Embankment Acts. Government are not therefore in a posi- 
ion to order obstructions in the khal to be removed.’’ 


\y the Hou’ble Rai Mahkndra Chandra Mitra Bahadi r . 

*3. Is it a fact that last year a large quantity of seed potatoes was sold s. ‘i 
j some merchant in Calcutta by the Agriculture Department and that the 
otatoes were sent at quarter parcel rate — a concession granted to the 
>epartment ^for bona fide cultivators taking potatoes for seed purposes? 



CoinpIttintH 
regnrdin^^ Mcrd 
potatueH. 


Dmios ()!' u 
Deputy DiriH'tur 
of Agricultiiro. 


AgricuJUij'al 
work ill Bengal. 


1 Questions and Answers, [22nd January^ 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The Eastern Bengal Railway allow quarter rates for potatoes sent 
on bona fide Government purposes. The Agricultural Dcpa t nent sclec* 
seed potatoes in Darjeeling, and the potatoes which had b^n purchased in 
Darjeeling and rejected on selection a^ being unsuitable for seed were sent 
to Calcutta at quarter ratas and sold there.” 


By the Ilon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

"^4. {a) Is it a fact that several complaints have been made by culti 

valors about the inferior quality, ununiform size and high price of seed 
|)otatoes supplied by the Agriculture Department? 

(/>) If there is any truth in these complaints, will the Go^ernIl)ent be 
|)leaiied to state who is resjx>nsible for this state of affairs? 


Answci* by the Hon’ble Mr Kerr :~ 

‘ {ft) Coiii[)laints Inne been made about the small size of seed potatoes 
and about the high price 

{h) Small ))otaUK's germinate as well as large ones. The ri e of price 
in 1917 as compared with 1910 was due to a short crop. In spite of these 
complaints, the demand feu* sc'cd |)dfatoes supplied by the Agricultural 
Department at the end of 1917 was eonsidc'rably in oxw-s of that of the 
previous year." 


By the Hon'ble R\i M\hkm)RA Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; — 

^5. Will the Government be pleast^d to state wdiat are the duties oi a 
Deputy Director of Agriculture in Bengal ? 


Answer by th(‘ Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : - 

“ The dutie> of a Deputy Director of Agriculture in Bengal are tht‘ 
supervision of exjicriinental farms, the systematic study of the agricultural 
conditions and requirements of his circle, the demonstration oi improved 
agricultural methods and of the use of manures, improved vseed and suitable 
implements." 


By the Hon’ble Rat Mahendra Chandra Mttra Bahadur 

Will the Government be pleased to staU^ what work has Ijcen done 
by tJic Dc[)artmcnt of Agriculture in Western Bengal during the last ten 
years, and the amount of money spent during the last five yeap by the 
Department in Western Bci^al as compared with what was spent in Eastern 
Bengal during the same period? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. KerR :~ 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the annual reports of the 
Department. The expenditure incurred in Western Bengal is not show 

in the accounts of the Bengal Presidency separately from that incurred in 

1 
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By the Hoij’ble Kai Mahkndha ("handra Mitha Bahadi h: 

’’^7. Will the (ioveriiineut lx* plons^nl to bUile what steps have been Output of *»uga 
taken to improve the output of sugnr in li<Mi^nl and to improve the wnddions 
of the sugar industry in the provini e ? 


Answer by tht‘ llon’ble Mh. Donald . — 

The Hon ble Meml)er is referred to the reply given (o a tjuestion asketl 
by the Hon ble Biibu Bhalx'udra (Miandra Bay at tlie meeting held on the 
7th August, 1916, which gives the information up to that date. 

In Septemlx^r 1916. Mr. Annett, the Agrieultural (diemist, was d(‘piiled 
to speeial duty in the rnited F^rovinees in connection with^hc war, and hrs 
w'ork on date-gur has unavoidably been held in alx^yance. 

The examination of a number of Bengal varieties of sugarcane in 
regard to the suerosc' eoiilent of tludr juiet's is piweeding at th(‘ Dacra 
Karin, and sugarcane setts are distributed fi-om the agri(*iiltural stations.” 


Th(' answ('rs to the following (Tnsiarred Qm^stions writ' laid on iln- 
table : — 


Jiv the I barbie Khan SAiun Aman Ali : 

1 ((f) Is it a fact that oiK'-foiirth of the (duMnistry scats in the ('l.itta- MuimmiuHann 

gong ('<)lleg(‘ are restTved for Mnliainmadan studt'iits? 

(h) If so, will t h(‘ (iovernnient Im‘ ph^as^xl U) stab*, how many oi tliesi* ( (dir'^c. 
seats w'er(‘ allottcsl to Muhammadan student^ during th(‘ last three years? 


Answer by tlie Hon’ble Mh. O’MAr.i.KV . 

(a) Yes. The reservation has Ixvm made for lh(* fir^t time during tin* 
present session. 

(h) The numl)ers of Muhammadans taking ehemistry as a subject who 
hav(‘ been admitted Into the intermediate (’lass<*s are 

1915- 16 ... ... II 

1916 - 17 ... ... ... 13 

1917- 18 .. 15’ 


By tlh* Hon’ble Khan Sahih Aman Ali : — 

II. {(i) Is it a fact tliat the (‘hittagong ( -ollege is able to accommodate cimnihtij 
another 15 to 20 students for (’hemistry ? Miudonu in 

ip) If so, are :hc Govern nieiit cx)nsidering the desirability of increas 
ing the number of Chemistry seats in the College? 


Answer by the llon'blo Mb. O’Mai-lky ; — 

" (a) No. 

{b) A scheme for increasing the acoommodatiou of the intermediate 
chemistry classes has had to be kept in abeyance owin^ to financial strin- 
gency.” 
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.fANrARY. 
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reaching of 
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iSiiitfagong 
College. 


J|y tin* Hon’bic Khan Sahib Aman Am : — 

III. (//) Will the tjovoniTnent \)e pleased to ^tate the total number of 
studerit.s in tin* Chittagong College (luring the last three years as compared 
with the numbcM’ of Muhammadan students? 

(h) Has the attention of the (loveniment been drawn to the need of the 
Muhammadan students of Chittagong College for an enlargement of tlieii 
boarding accommodation ’ 

(r) Will the (Government he phased to state the number of -eats that 
have Ix'en })rovided for Hindu students and the number for Muhammadan 
students in the Ix^arding-housc attached to the (^ollege? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Hindu students are aa;ommodated in a two- 
storied pucca building, while the Muhammadan students are accommodated 
in an unprotected thatched hoU'C, which has no c(>m|)ound? 

(c) Are the (loveniment aware that this distinction has huit the feel- 
ings of the Muhammadan students of that College? 

Answer hy the Hon’hh* Mb. O'Mam.kv : — 

“ (a) The figures are — 


Vfut . 


Mllll.lllilltilliitllK 

191.'') 

2S7 

51) 

191 (i 

... 

83 

1917 

... 329 

1)5 


{h) Yes. The matter is now undei’ the eonsidei atiim ot (loveniment. 
(c) 40 seats have lieen provided for Hindus and 18 for Muhammadans. 
(</) The Hindu hostel is a two-storied ]ntrc(i buildiug, and the Muham- 
madan hostel is a kf/tcha house, wliieh is reported to be in no way unsatis- 
factory. Neither hostel has a compound. 

(c) No.” 


By the llon’hle Khan Sahib Aman Am* — 

IV. ((/) Is it a fact that a considerably larger numlicr of students than 
formerly have passed the Matriculation Lixamination from C hittagong dur- 
ing the last few years? 

(b) Is it a fact tliat the President of the governing body of the Chitta- 
oong College has made a representation to CJovernment for the establishment 
of {i second grade College at Chittiigong, or for provision for additional 
seats and eonihination of subjects in the present College? 

(e) What oft'oet (if any) liave tlic Government given or are they giving 
to the said rej » resen ta tion ? 


Answer by the Mon’hle Mu. G Mai.i.ky . — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(h) No. . . 

(e) In view of the reply to (b) tliis (picstion does not arise. 


By the Hon'ble Khan Sauiu Aman .Am : — 

V. («) Is it a fact that the Government have sanctioned the teaching 
of Logic in the Chittagong College? 

(fe) If 80 , will the Government be pleased to state when effect wdll be 
given to that sanction ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Mallky : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) It is hoped to secure affiliation for the session of 1919-20.” 

By the fIoiri)](‘ Kuan Sahiu Aman Am — 

Vi. (a) Has the attenlioii of (ioverument been drawn to the fact that 
the 'Students of tlie tdiittajifong College are feeling the want of coinbina- 
tion in Logic, IMiilosophy, Honours in English, and also the want of adili- 
tional seals in Cheniistrv ^ 

(/>) If so, will the (Jc veiiiment pleased to state what scheme, if any, 
they have in contcunplation n) lemove th(‘se wants and when the Nohcine is 
likely to he given effect to ^ 


Answer by ilw llor' hlc' Mu. O’Mamj.y : — 

(c/) Government arc^ aware that c'xtended affiliation and additional 
seats in chemistry would improve the College. As stated in the reply to 
question No. 9, it is hoped to s(Mur(‘ afliliation in logi(‘ for tlu‘ session of 
1919-20. 


(b) A scheme lor the construction of a sepai’ate building for the* physics 
department and for alterations in the e.xisting science^ building, so tliiit it 
can be usckI for chemistry alom^, has had to be kept in abeyance owing to 
^ financial stringency.” 


By tlie Ibm'ble Kuan Saimu Aman Am : — 

\ II. (ff) Is it a tact that the (Jovernment of India bavc‘ expresscal a 
desire to (onv(‘it successful High Kngli.sb schools into sec'ond ^oade 
C'ol leges? 

(/>) if so, will the Government lx* pleased to state what measur(‘s they 
are taking to give* (^ffcKt to the wislu's of the (iovernment of India ^ 


Answer by the Hon hle Mu O’Mam.ky : — 

[a) and (b) Tlic Gov^uii merit ol Bengal have received no comrnunica 
tion on the subject from the (iovernment of India.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sauiu .Aman Am 


ts noted below to the (iovernment and the aided 
Province 

High ErigliHli 

( dass 

X 

hU 


IX 


Class 

vni 

40 


vn 

40 

• 7 

VI 

40 

r* 

V 

M) 

• T 

IV 

.SO 

V 

HI 
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y Quegtiom and Amwers. [22nd January. 

^ {b) Are the Government also' aware that the Inspector of Schools, 
f -hittagong, has curtailed 15 seats in each of the first 2 classes, 5 seats in 
each of the second 2 classes and 10 seats in each of the third 2 classes? 

(c) Arc the Government also aware that the effect of the Inspector’s 
orculac ha-. l>een that some 60 Muhaintnadan boys have been removed from 
Moslem High English schools? 

{(1) A.re the Government considering the- desirability of withdrawing 
the circular in question ? 


Answer by tiic llon’ble Mr. O’Mali.ey : — 

'■ (fi) The Hon’ble Member is referied to the reply given to clause (b) 
of question No. Vll at the meeting of the Council held on 20th November, 
1017. 

(b) An extract from circular No. 16918-22, dated the 14th December, 
19] 6, from the Inspector of Schools, Chitting Division, to the Head Masters 
ot Government high .scliools in that division is laid on the table. 

(c) No. 

{(I) No.” 


All exlrad from Circular referred In in the answers by Uie Hon’ble 
Mr. O'Malley to queslion No. VllJ {unstai'red) (ft) asked by the Hon’ble 
Khan Sahib A man Ali at the Council meeting of the 22nd January, 
191 S. < 

No. 16918-22, dated Chittagong, the Mtli December, 1916. 

t'’rom — M. P. West, Esq, b.a., ofliciating Inspector of Schools, 
Chithigong Division, 

To — Th(' Head Masters of all Government High Schools in the 
(Jldttagong Division. 

It is a matter of teaching e,xpcrienc,‘ that eflicieiu work cannot be done 
with classes of more than 30 boys. You will therefore please consider it 
an ab.solute rule that in Govcrnmcjit Schools in this Division not more than 
35 boys may be enrolled in any section of classes X or IX, VIII, VII, not 
more than 30 in classes VI, V. IV, III. Your promotions and ad^jiissions 
should be made accordingly. 


By the Hon’ble Khan S.ahih Aman Alt ; — 

JX. {a) Is it a fact that the Government have reduced the grant of 
8 per cent, of free studentships to Muhammadan students on the whole 
population of the school to 8 per cent, on the Muhammadan population of 
the school ? 

(ft) If so, are (he Government considering the desirability of restoring 
the former liasis ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O Madeev : — 

" (o) No. 

(ft) The llon’ble Member is referred to rules 4 and 5 of the rules for 
the award of free studentships in Government and in Government-aided 
schools, of which a copy is laid on the table-” 
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Rules referred io in the ansyoer by the Hon hie Mr. O’Mallky to question No. IX 
{unstarred) asked by the Ilonble Khan Sahir Aman Ali at the (^ounal 
Meeting of the 22nd January, 1918, Jor the a tear d of J ree-student ships in 
(iovernment as well as in Government^aided schools. 

1. (a) Free-8tu»It‘iit8hip8 in Govt*rnineiit hoIiooIh uiuli^r llu* control of injinatrin#^ 
i'oinniittees an* awarded by tlie committee. 

(/y) The Inspector ami the Inspectress of Schools control the award of frtu'-st iident- 
ships in Government schools for boys (including mixed schools) and Government schools 
for girls, rt*spectively, which are not under managing conimitiet‘h. 

2. Teachers in (rovernineiit scho()ls drawing salaries not exceeding lis. r>() a nnmtli 
are allowed tin* privilege ot eiluciiting, in the 8cho<d in which they are einj)loyed, (un* 
child frt*e and out* child at half ihe usual rate of fees. Head Master^ or Ibuol Mistresses 
may grant these concessions. 

i». (iovernment pensiom^rs (other than menials) who have retired from serviee iti the 
Department of Public Instruction, and whosi* pensions d<> mU e\ce(*d Us. 2.') a mouth, may 
be allowed the stme privileges as teachers in (iovernment schools. 'Pin* concessions may 
also be (‘Xlendetl t<» (he orphtins <»f «»llicers who ditsl in the s ervice of the depart immt while 
in the r**cei})t of pay no( e\C(*eding Us. 0(1 a month ; and also to tin* orphans of 
pensioners of ilie d<‘partmeni (other tlum nn*nials) vvhn wer.* <lrawing pimsitnis not 
e\cee<|ing Us. 2o a iiMnith. 

1. In (.ivivernment as well as in Governm oit-aided schools t he nuniliers (»f noii' 
Muliamniadan and Miihainnnnlan free students will ordinarily be T) ptn* cent, of their 
reHjiective enrolnienis t*xcl tiding fret* places grante«l in terms of (he (wo preceding rules as 
well us scholarshi p-linldt'i-h who have been granted fre»* iiiition. 

o. In view of tin- backwardn(‘ss i>f (he Moslem community Muhammaihtn ]nipil.s in 
(U)vernment as well tis in (iov ernnient-a i leil schools vv’ill be tdlowed additional fret' )>hi(a*s 
(over Jind above those provided for in tin* prt'ceding rule)iiplt»a limit of a furtht‘r 
](1 pel* (!en(. of (heir own enrtdmeiit. 

t’». No juipil shall Ik* eligible ftn* a f ree-st udenlship vv ho is above (lie age-liinits 
prescribetl in the appeinliv on the Isl January of Ihe year in vvliicli tin* award is made. 

7, Hoys aboN e tliose age-liinits, who fiave already been aw arded f r t'e-s( udentshijis, 
may lie allow ed (o en j<ty these privileg* s so long sis they f u Iti I ( he con lit ions hii d down in 
I'ule N. 

«S. iTei‘>st udeiilships are awarded on <amditions of good con<lu<*i ami satisfaclorv 
progress aH derermiiied by schned examinatioiTH. 


APPKKDIX. 


A(/r t na iiatiofi . 
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lly tlie Hon'l)le Kiian Sahih Ama\ Ar,f : — 

X. (a) Are the (iovernment aware that the Cox’s Bazar Subdivision 
in Chittagong, consisting of nearly two lakhs and fifty thou^nd of Muham- 
madans and Buddhists, is not provided with a high English school ? 


PropoHed Htgli 
Ki)gli«h school 
for Cox’s Bazar, 
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District Board 
diHpensaries. 
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{})) Is it a fact that the late GoverDineiit of Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
in granting a ])rovincialised middle English school for that place, promised 
to raise the status of the school to that of a high English school ? 

(r) If so. will the Government be pleased to state whether it is intended 
to esta})lish a {)rovincial high English school there? 

{d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether, if the cost of the 
site and buildings for such a scdiool are subscribed for locally, they would be 
disposed to take in hand the establishment of such a school? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Mali.ky - 
" (ci) Yes. 

{h) No such promise is traceable. 

(c) No. 

{d) The establishment of Government high schools at siibdivisional head- 
(jiiarters is not in accordance with the genei’al policy of Government, and 
(Jovernment are theridore not preparod to givt' the undertaking suggested.'’ 

By lh(‘ llon’bh* Kii.an Saiitr Aman Atj : — 

XI. {(t) Are the Government, aware that the people of Gox's Bazar 
Subdivision an* all Government tenants paying a rent or revenue amounting 
nearly to four lakhs of rupees"^ 

(/>) Are tlie Government considering the desirability of improving the 
educational conditions of the peo])le of this subdivision 

Ans\v(‘r by tin* llon’ble Mr O’Mau.kv : 

" {(i) Appi’oxiniately om*-ha!f oi’ the area of Gox's Bazar subdivision 
is Govt‘rnnient khas mahal Jiaying a rt*venu(* of Rs. ;i,70,2llh. 

{h) The im|)rovem(mt of t*diu‘al iotlal conditions in t his subdivision 
has rec(‘ived constant attention and numerous ste|.>s hav(* bt*cn taken towairds 
til is end” 

* \ 

By (lie Hon'liU' Kii\n Smiiu Aman Ai.t : — 

XII. {(t) I.s it j) I'ju't tluit Kutul)(iiii, an islan(3••^1^«{’ll,ittagong, has a 
|)n|)iilation consisting of 1.5,000, oJ' whom BlOTiO’' arc Mnhaniinadan 
cuitivators and 2,000 low cla.ss TTindiis, and that it yields a revenue of over 
Us. 40.000 i 

{h) Is it a fact that th^'c is neither a middle English school nor a . 
|iinior Madrassji in the island ? 

(r) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of providing a 
provincialised middle English school or a junior Madras.sa in this jdace? 


Answer by the Hon’blo Mr O'Mai.lf.y : — 

' («) The population is 15,310, of whom 2,322 ate Hindus and 12,901 
arc Muhammadans. The current revenue demand is Rs. 41,733. 

(b) Yes.- 

(V) No suclirpro[)osal has l)een submitted to Government.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan S.AUin Am.an Alt : — 

XIII. Will the Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken by each of the District Boards in Bengal in regard to the Government 
Resolution No. 1478 Medical, dated the 31st August, 1917, and Government 
letter No. 27.52 Medical, dated the 18th September, 1917, on the subject of 
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bringing all the villages within easy reach of (ho District Board dispensaries, 
and whether any donation or grant in any shape has been offered by privaU' 
gentlemen in this connection, ami, it so, what measures have been taken to 
utilise the money ? 


An>wer b\ the lionble Mn. DaNALi).- 

‘ (boenimcnt iia\t‘ no infoiination on (lu‘ point and they propost' to 
l»‘a\e the I^)ards tin' opportunitv of dt'aliiig with the (piestion befon' taking 
tiirther action." 

By the Hon’ble Khan Saiiih Aman Am . 

\I\’ (ff) Is it a fact that the (lovernmeiit intend to provide Mt'dical 
S(‘h(Mds in the (Miittagong, Rajshahi and Uurdwan Divisions ' 

(h) If so. will the (jrov(Mnm<‘nt be pleast'd to stale how far the plan for 
t Im' eslablishnic'nt of su(‘h sclantls lia> advanc<‘d. (‘spc'cially in Chittagong ' 

Answer by the Jloirble Mh. Donami : - 

'riie (|uestion of tin* esRiblisliiiMait ol Medical >ch<K>ls at cenlrt's out- 
‘'ide Cahaitta is now nmh'r the considi'i’at ion of ( iov(*rn!m'nt . No decision 
has yet been ari’ived at 


By the ilon'bh' Knw Sahih Aman Am 

W’ {(/) Are the (iovernment awan' that Nagcndra Nath Bay II (Boll 
(’al No 1477) of the Bipon Collegt*, wlio r(‘(eive<l ilob marks in tin* aggrc'gati* 
wa> notified as liaving jiassed tin' last B.A hXamination long aftei’ tin’ n'sults 
were published ? 

(h) Is It a fact that although he was twice given grac<‘ marks, there still 
remained oiu' mark short of the requisite* pass marks, nanady, thH). 

(c) Is it also a fact tlial two Muhammadan students (BoD ('al. No. T)!), 
St PauFs i\ M. Colloge, and-lfoll Chi. Nf>. 10, Chittagong College) who 
secun^l the same nuitiber of marksj namely, 350, without any graci', wa'H' 
failed ' 

(d) If so, are the (iovernment. comsidering the desirahility of making an 
imiuiry into the matter and of moving tlie t^niversity to grant tin* twa> 
Muliamraadan students the privilege of obtaining the pass (iegree. w hic:]i was 
granted in thecas^' of the Hindu sUident ' 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley 

(^/), (h) and (r) (iovernment have no information. 

(d) No.” 

By the Hon’ble Baiuj Bhabenoka Cuanfira Kay : 

XVI. Will the (iovernment l>e (deiised l/o lay on tMlHable a state- 
ment giving for each of the last ten years— 

(/) the names of all such Europeans or Anglo-Indians as are or 
have been era[)loyed in the work of management of Estates 
under the Court of Wards in Bengal and their /espective 
offices ; 

(ii) the amount drawn by each per year a,s salary; 

(Hi) the persoual allowances, if any, drawn by each; 

(iv) the travelling rharges and allowances drawn by each; 


I'l OpOKIliJ 

III ( rl ttuil 
• )l\ IHlutiK. 


Tll(^ ( 4l-( 111’ I u O 
Nl,ll<|riil« ;it I Im 

liiHl ILA. 
Exiituiiinl lull. 


EilruJMaii 

undi*! 

(Juiirt of Ward-. 
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(«) the ooiiveyance charges at the headquarters debited to the Estate 
for eadi ; 

(vi) the house allowances or house rents paid on account of each; 
and 

(pH) any other expenses of a personal nature debited to the Estate on 
account of each ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

■' A statement is laid (»ii the table.” 

* 

referred to by the Rou ble Mr. Kehr to (/iiesfioH No. XiT { u usturred) asked bij 
the Hou'ble IUru Biiabendra Chandra Ray at the Couucit Meeting of the 22ti(t 
J(tnuary, 1918, sttoUHug the )ia)ues of Raropeaus or Anglo-Indians employed in tin 
mark of manageinent of estates under the Court of Wards and ttu* e.rpenditun 
incurred from est((te funds on arrouni of their salary. pprso)ial allowance, travelling 
allowances and Iravedling charges, conveyance charges at the headquarters, houses 
rent or house alUnvances. a)ul other expenses of a personal )iature. 


YKAIt. 


Name ami designation of I be olll«ei 

nod tiio eHtai4^ III which Sa|ai\. 

emplovt-d. 


I 


I’erHouHl 

allowance. 


'I'l a veiling 
cliarnes ami 
travelling 
Kllowance* 


Oonveiaiicc I IHliei 

|■hH^gos 1 expenses of 

At Honti'-reiit u personal 

the head* I oi nature' 

(jiiartcrs jHlIowamc dchped to 

debited f (I t lie j the 

estate eat ate 


lOJMAl.KB. 
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4 


p 

7 

- H 






Its 

... 

Ks. 

Kh. 

pH 

1 

Us 

r.)(i7*(i8 


A. 1' 

Monnier, 

Ehik, 

3,6(MI 

543 

461 





Manager of the Janhazar 


1 






Instate 

in the 24 -Par- 


1 






ganas. 




' 



j 

H)08-(lli 


Ditto 

ditto 

• • • 

3,600 

' 600 

661 ' 


... 

1000-10 


Ditto 

ditto 


3,600 

1 600 

640 


1 

1910-11 


Ditto 

ditto 


3,600 

. 600 

, 765 

600 


lOlMli 


Ditto 

tlitti) 


3,600 

m 

728 

600 


lori-iH 


Ditto 

, ditto 


3,600 

600 

525 

600 


ioi:m4 


Ditto 

ditto 


3,600 

; 600 

642 

600 


lOU-lf) 


Ditto 

<litLo 


3,60t) 

1 600 

408 

600 


1015-16 


Ditto 

ditto 


3,600 

t;oo 

' 607 

600 

1 

1016-17 

('0* 1 

Ditto 

ditto 


2,835 

473 

* 462 

173 

1 

to I5tli 










Decern 1 

e r 









1016). 









1 

1007-08 (from: 

Colonel il 

llod<ling, 

C.l.E., 

1 ,960 


407 

392 

! 1.. 
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August 


Man age 

, Estates < 

f the 
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Nan nil 

of Dueen and his 





1 



eo-shan 

rs under 
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Court of Wards. 







1008-00 

.*• 

I litto 

ditto 


4,040 


28o 

638 

1 ... 267 

1000-10 


Ditto 

ditto 


; 6,300 


611 

1,255 

399 

1910-11 


Ditto 

ditto 


7.613 

, 

642 

1,505 

... , 489 

1011-12 


I>itto 

ditto 


9,450 


230 

5,451 


600 

10 12-1 ;i 


Ditto 

<litto 


J>,450 

i 

805 

2,460 


635 

1013-14 


I htto 

ditto 


!J,450 

, 

558 

3,206 


759 

1014-15 


Ditto 

ditto 


9,450 

... 

98 

3,332 


637 

1015-16 


Ditto 

ditto 


9,450 


525 

2,433 


825^ 

1016-17 

... 

Ditto 

ditto 


9,450 

i 

5)6 

2,582 


642 

1007-08 (from 

li. C. K M 

■> 01 , Es<|., Agent . : 

1,205 

1 


36 

... t 


August 


Estates 

jf the Naw all of ' 
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1 

Dacca and his cu-sharers 








1 

under the Court of Wards, 

1 







i 

Barisul Ageney. 


1 






1008-00 


Ditto 

ditto 


2.67b 


1 27 1 

70 

' 

1909-10 


Ditto 

ditto 

' 

3,616 


29 

108 

;;; ;;; 

1910-11 

... ' 

Ditto 

ditto 


4,369 


123 

131 


1911-12 

... 1 

Ditto 

ditto 

i 

7,209 


329 

163 


1912-13 


Ditto 

ditto 

•••! 

5,424 


09 

163 

*’* i 

1913-14 


Ditto 

ditto 


5,424 


153 

163 

••• j ... 

1914-15 

• • « • 

Ditto 

ditto 

... 1 

7.515 


1,007 

41 

••• , 

... 

1916.16 

... 1 

Ditto 

ditto 

I 

5,424 


57 

112 



1916-17 

1 

■■■| 

Ditto 

ditto 

...j 

5,424 

... 

60 

1 

168 

... 



live> 

an CHtati! lions 
part of wliicli 
used as an oHr 
liy part of d 
estate staO 


t^Agetit Jives in 
estate house, }'«' 
of which is 
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Name aud (kidifnatiou of tlie offirei 

and thn Mtate in winch Sala*\ i J'«»Wual 

cmplo.\C(l. ; allowa new. 


Tra rolling 
<'liarff«i» aD<l 
traTcIllug 
allow aiicc*i. 


lV>nTeyaiicr 

cha 

ai 

t Im' hn^d- 
qiiartoro) 
dchilod to till' 
iwtati- 


Ollier 
oXpiMlitra of 
a periitiiitil 
iiatiiro 

•h hited to 


OH (I rum F. W. NfedlitHi, Kh.j., 
f July A^uiii. Kstatos^ of the 
'"•) Nuwiib of Diioca and liis 

co-8hartMs undur the 
Court of \Vani‘^, Jaiinirki 
' Ao:«*nc*N . 


l>itto (iiiU, 

Ditto dittt) 

F \V. Nuedliam, Fh^., 
Manu^-er of tin* HhawaJ 
I'istafo in Dacca. 


I‘i. Hi^tioM, Fh(j., (rnicral 
.Muriaj^crof Fslaton ( Karo 
' tiya, (lolakpiii and Slier- 
pur) under th«‘ Conn of 
\\ arda in MynicnHin^h 
Ditto ditto 

Ditt(» iJitto 

Ditto (],tto 

Ditio ditto 

Ditto dittft 

C. Worth. acted • 

ns AK8i8tarit to the Wardh I 
Deputy Colloetor, Bakai- ! 
^dii), fioin Noveml»ei ! 
IfM I to ir»th May I 012. I 
ditto ... f 


M. llallidax, Fsij,. 
Managt-i, KuHinihazar 
(Sarail) Waids' Kstale, i„ 
Tijtpera. 


C. JI. I'ope, Knq., Mana;r(.r | 
of tlio Tajhaf WardH* I 
|i*Htate (released), jn 
Kangpur. 1 



I.(,0h 

2 7 

1 
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: ir).0l() 
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2,7' 

! I7,.')()t) 
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i 1H,0U0 
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1. 01 11 
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** 

24 1 
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7,b;f2 

1»2(‘. 


7,7H3 , 

1 ,o.M» 



1,114 


s nto 

ohc, 


l.dJO ’ 

|t .3(111 


'f'Ml 

i 

HH 


t», tit 1(1 

8. Ml 

2,03.3 

tebOO 

.*»02 

ti44 

7,050 

778 

r.74 

H,40() 

485 

1,805 

H,40(l 

001 

720 

8,400 

458 

741) 

8,400 

073 

87.3 

8,400 


520 

8,4(K) j 

404 

574 

8 400 j 

580 

2,541) 

«,4(K) 

427 

... 


f Ji'cpM'hrnt-X j/oiins 
;;i'*'n t<» Llo' 

MuiM-cr foi ill- 
>(ood HOI \ ice 

wiif-n the entatie 

\v iiM ielcfi-o*d. 
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(^hteslions and Answers. 


[22x1) .lAxrAgY. 


Allfgctl tDrhirr 

<'£ A rlrJAUff l•^ 
tl)o I'olico. 


Uortaiii iviuarks 
ill tlio UiMt 
Policn! 

A<lri(iufMl rntion 
Jicport . 


By the Hoii’ble Batut Bhabendim ('handka Kay 

XVII. (a) With reference to the allegations of torture made against 
the police by (Jctrun Nalini Kanta CJhosh, which was staled to have formed 
tfie snf)ject of an iii(|uirv in the answer to unstarred (|ue^tion No. XXXIX 
asked at a meeting of the Legislative Council held on the 3rd July, 1917, will 
the Government be pleastal to stat(‘ tlie result of the said inquiry 

(b) Will the Governnnmt b(‘ pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
statement made by the said Xalini Kanta tlhosh, to th(‘ District Magistrate 
of Dacca, as also the nu'dical report about him by tla^ Civil Surgeon of Dacca 
and the Assistant Sui’geon <d‘ Naiayanganj ( 

(r) Is it a fact lliat there is an entry in a re'gister kept at the Dacca 
Central dail, indicating tin' marks of violence on the person of the said 
Xalini Kanta Ghosh at th(‘ time of his admission into tlu' said jail ? Will 
the Government Ix^ pleased to lav on the table any such entry or statement 
which may be containcMl in any of the jail records ? 


Answci- by tliellon'ble Mu. Kekr : — 

Nalini Kanta Ghosh was ancsted on the oth August, 19l(>, and 
aj‘ri\ed at Calcutta in custody on the llth August- On the 17th August he 
wao sent to Allahabad to stand liis trial. lie was ])roduccd before a Magis 
ii'ate there hut made no complaint of ill-treatment in Calcutta, *and there is 
no rc'cord of any in juries iKung found on him then. While at Allahabad he 
wrote' two lett(‘rs, oiu' to his uncle and the other to his brother, in which he 
njc'ntioned thc' fact that he had Ixx'U k('pt at Calcutta for seven days and 
asked for arrangenu*nts to )k‘ made for his defenc*e. but there' was not th(' 
slightest hiiU of any ill-treatment at tlie hands of tlu' ])oliee. On tlie 31st 
August he was sent to Naratmuganj to stand his trial there, and was pro- 
duced lu'forc' th(' Subdivisional Oflicer on the 2nd Septemln'i*, wdu'ii for tlu' 
hrst tiiiK' he complained of ill-treatment bv the ]>oliee in Calcmtta bt'twa'on 
die lOth and I7tli August. II(' was examinc'd by tiu' Civil Assistant Sur 
geon, wdio repoi-ted that there' wei’c a numbei' of scratches, bruises and 
abrasions on his peison, some of w hich he described as severe. Nalini Kanta 
Ghosh was transferred to the Daecai tiail and examined on thc' 18th Se]>- 
tember by tlu' C'ivil Surg(*on, wdio icportod that there wetc some faint marks 
on wrist, u})per arm and back, the icsiilts of \('ry snjierficial scratches; 
he (levscribed them all as slight. 

On fcccipt of these rc'imrts an inqniiy was made by (Jovernment, wdth 
thc rc'sidf that they consiclen'd it ('stablishcd that th(' allegations against 
th(' Calcutta p[)licc were fals(' (lovernmenl do not consider it deniable to 
lav on thc tabic thc r('))oi’t'-^ and statements regarding thc tase The ca« is 
now TU'ai’ly cightc'en months old. while Nalini Kanta Gliosh has Ix^cn an 
absconder for over a year." * 


By the Jfon’hle Babu Bhabendha Cuandka Ray 

XVII 1. (c/) With reference to thc statement made under section A 

oi thc Police Administration Rc]>ort for 191(1, to the ('ffcct tltat ‘‘ a good deal 
of elo<iueiue has lately Ihm'H expended on the subjiu t of increavsed cxiiendi- 
ture oil the P(dic*e," w ill thc Government be plea anl to state whc'iher this 
has icference to ceilain discussions by non-oflicial mc' iihers in this Counc il 
in L'onnec'tiou with the last Budget ? 

(h) If not will the Government be pleased to explain thc reference in 
tlic* [lassage quoted al)ovc ' 

(r) If tlic answer to clause (^0 he in thc anirmati\e, will the G(>\eno 
menj be pleased to state — 

(?) if it is usual for Heads of Departments to make such observations 
in regard to discussions in the Legislative Council; and 
(It) Avhat rules, if any, wrritten or unwritten, arc there governing thc 
action of Heads of Departments in this matter? 
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.\nswer by the Hon'ble Mji Kkhh :~ 

The remark was made by the author of the rej>ort on the basis of 
tlie published information a\ailable to him, from whatever ^ou!‘c*es it fiiay 
liave been tlerixed. 'Fhe unwritten rules f^ovtunin*^ the n atter are those 
based on etiquette and g<M)d leeling, and in the present instaiUH* ( ioviuaiment 
st^e no reason to siu^po-e that tluw ha\(‘ h(‘en inl i ingtul 


iiy tl)(' Hon’ble Bahv Buarknoha ( UANimA Ray : 


XIX. (^/) Will tlie ( jio\‘c‘rnm<Mi1 he pleased to maki' a lull statenuMit 
of the facts and circumstanci‘s ot‘ a ('i\il suit which was instituted in tin* 
Munsiff’s (’ourt at Balurt^hat a few months a^o by a private* ^iMitlc‘inan 
against Mr. Burton, Su jxuintcmdent of Policv*, and in ic'spcnl oT which a 
decree been i)assed V 

(h) Is it a fact that on app(‘al 1)\ Mi Burton, thi' (l('C'i'^loll of the .Mun 
yiiX of Balurghat has he(‘n uplK‘ld hv the District .Judge' ol Dina jpui 
What findings were arrived at hy tlie two Courts on the* points at issue* ^ 
(r) Was any special application made by the* eli'IViieo to ha\t‘ the* appe'al 
lieard l>y tiie Distia'et dudge*^ If <o. what wein* tlu* itimons loi* sue-b an 
apjilie ation ? 

{(/) Is it a fact tliat Mie* ( loV( rnmenl I^l(‘aeje‘i‘ (d‘ Dmajpur wasrngaged 
in both the (Quirts to dt‘f(‘nd Mi Bniton at tlie* cost td' ( lo\ trnnumt '' It’ 
so, w hat total cost lias btXMi ineni ie'd by ( lovt'rmiKsil in tlir d(dene*r oT the* 
suit up to date 


e^iN il Huit 
a Colfco 

Snp'*i I nti*n«!ent. 


Answer bv the lion ble Mn Ki:kh 

■ (^/) and (ff) The facts cd’ the ease* and llic* findings cd’ the two ('omts 
are gi\(‘n in the judgnumi (d‘ lie* appi‘llato Court, a c‘opy oi’ wliic*h i- laid 
on the* table 

(r) No The t l(>vc‘rnm('nt pleader' on Ins owa initiative and to suit 
bis owui eon vcMi icuice. vc'rbailv n'(jn(*s!ed tin* District .liidge not to tiansrc*? 
the* appeal fiom his (ih*. 

{(/) No (t was oidv in tin' lowt'i' (’mill llial tin* ( b w ern nnail |dt*adt‘r 
<‘oMduc'ted the (U'fcncc* at tie- eo.^t (d ( ho t‘i n inenl in tlie appellate* ( 'ourl 
Mr Bui’ton himsc‘lf tuigaped him d’he cost irieui re4l hv ( h )\ ci n m(*nt in the 
d(d’c‘iie<‘ cd’ 1 he* ^u i t has a m< m nt (*« 1 I o 1C 4?s9 Id ” 


Copy f>f t hp j tuUj nivn t to hy Dip Uoiihtr Mn KlUjn lo in^ nn^iorr /o 

q}frsfi(ni Xo. A'^IA \ u usfart'pd ) oshpd tof fhpJIoo'fdr Ifvni Ibl a iti:Nl>nA 
ClTANDKA b*ov at UtO Conned lopptiny of fhr 22n(l JoHoary thJS 

’ IJKAI)IN(i OF DKClSiON OF AFFKAL 

Appkai. No. .‘>(i or 1917 M. 


77/c ]7l}( J )prend)P)\ 1911 . 


Appc'al from tin* dc'eision of Hahu S. C Mnkhnrji. Miinsil nl l»:ilur‘>hat 
dated 29 tli January. 1917 . 

Mr. B. IT. Burt on ... ... A ]ytpt In td 


Liilit Chandra Dus 
F(^r appellant 

For resDondent 


JRpspondpnt. 

. . Hahn J.dindra M. S4*n. 

(J(>vc*rnnieitt Pl4‘aeiei . 
liabu b*:nu(‘sh Ohandra Nc‘og\-, 

( io\M‘iiin.ent I9c*ader. 


Judgment. 

1 . The plaintifr-iospondenl Tiulit Chandra Das sued M t . Jiurtom Sup(*f in- 
teiident of Police, of Dinajpur, for Ks. laO d niiag^ s bu* wrongfully bre aking 
down a barbed wire fence separating tin* Porslia thana compound from a j)lot 
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[22nd January, 


Questions and Answers, 

of bind on the nortli. Plaintiff says that he took settlement of this land in 
1910 and put up the fence in 1911 to protect his crops from the cattle and 
liorjicsof the thana olFicersand that on 17th February, 1915, Mr. Burton crossed 
his land at ni^lit on an elephant and finding his passage obstructed by the 
(enc(» broke Ids way tlirougli it and next morning had tlie whole fence, 125 
cubits long, destioyial 

2. Defendant’s case is that the plaintiff is only a benainidar for his 
brotlier Satis who was Sub-Inspector of Porsha from 1908 to 1910 and who 
acqui red some vlOO bighas of lan(l while he was there. He says that a cart 
tract ov(‘r tin* plaint land has existed for ov^er 30 years and has been conti- 
nuously usc^d l)y the public. The passage was first obstructed in May, 1913, 
but the fenc(" was at onc(^ broken down by the oliicer in charge of the thana. 
A f(Mi(a‘ was put uj) again in Se[)tember, 1911 and the police objected to it 
and Satis Babu ])romised to remove it but did not do so. On 17th February, 
1915, Mr. Burton and his assistant Mr. Bell found their passage olistructed 
by tlH‘ fence, and Mr. Bell took his ele]>hant over it and next morning the 
d(‘fendant insti-iicted the police to remove so much of the hmc'c as was 
u(‘cessarv to open the passage. A few posts wer(‘ accordingly ])ulledu]), 
but no damage was done to the wire. The (hdendant claims that what was 
done was juslitiable as an ass ‘r( ion of th(‘ right of way and that in any casi* 
tin* total damage did not (‘xceed Its. 5. 

3. The learn(‘d Munsif has decreed the suit in part estimating the 
damagi' at Rs. 45. 

1. In a])peal it is contended that the plaintiff must be only a benamidar 
for his brot her Satis, because h(^ had not tmough money to buy tlu‘ land, 
and becaus(‘ lu‘ and Satis contradict (aich other as to how the i)urc]uise came 
to be made, and bectause it is extrmnely unliktdy that the plaintiff who 
lives at Bogra, would Imy land in such a distant and out of th<; way place 
as FVnsha. It is also ])ointed out that Hatis Babu more than once paid llie 
lent and did so without i iwt ructions from the ])laintifT. 

5. There are certainly grounds for suspiuding that Satis Babu is the 
real owner, but the title deeds are in the plaintiff's name and there is 
(‘videucc^ that it was the plaintiff who ])rovided the money, it is obvious 
that Hatis Babu must have advised and negotiated the purchase, but there 
is nothing inciedibh^ in lhi‘ story that tln^ money was paid by his brother 
whoisa Munsif's Sheristadar. The inconveniences of holding land in so 
remote a jdace as Porsa wouhl be felt by Satis Babu just as much as by tlie 
plaintiff, sincu' Satis Babu was not permanent at Porsa. It appears from 
Satis Babu’s own evidence and from that of plaintiff’s witnesses 6 and 7 that 
Satis Babu has in fact acquired some land at Porsa on his own behalf and that 
Dial land is immi^diately Jiorth of the plaint land. But there is no evidence 
beyond some suspicious circumstances to show that the plaint land too 
belongs to him. The suit cannot be dismissed on mere suspicion of 
this kind. 

6. 1 think the learned Munsif is wrong in doubting whether any path 
(^ver i‘xisted. Apart from the evidence of police officers there is the evidence 
of D. W. 2, a ])atwari, wlio several times used the patli. And it ^is incredible 
that this dispute would ever have arisen unless there was a path there at 
sonu' time or other. 

7. The learned Munsif s own finding is that Mr. Burton lost his 
temper because the passage over the plaint lau4 was unexpectedly found 
cdosed. Mr. Burton had four times inspected "Porsa thana and had once 
spent tlie Christmas holidays there. If he expected to find the passage 
open it is obvious that he must have found, it open on previous occasions. 
I’he learned Munsif apjtarently has so poor att opinion of the temper of an 
European officer that he credits the Superintendent of Police with having 
ordered the immediate demolition of the whole fence, not because it blocked 
a previously existing path, but simply, because it happened to stand in his 
way. I know nothing about Mr. Burton, but 1 urn not prepared to believe 
that any responsible officer of Government would Commit waiiton damage for 
such a childish reason. And I have no doubt that when Mr. Burton who 
must have known the way to the thana, crossed the plant land in the dark on 
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an elcpliant, he did iio because he had betui that way before. Mr. Burton was 
Snperiiitendcnt of Police in this district from Felu uary, to November. 

1915, and lie cannot have ex|>ec*t(Hl to find an opim j>assa^e there if tiu' fence 
lias existed since* 1911 as fhe jdaint if! ami liis witnesses say. 

S. The lc*arned Mnnsif lias Ixdii^ved tin* plain tills witness and dis- 
hc'lieviMl the dcfenct* witnesses (»n all jioiiits on very i nsullii-it*!! 1 grounds in 
my o])inion. I particularly (Usa;j:r(*c* with liis mannei id‘ n^jeciin;.; tie* whole 
of tlu‘ evidence of Sul)-1 iispi*ci or liaj Kumar (Miak rabat 1 1 and callm^^: him ‘'a 
d(*li])erate perjurc^r " on the men* ground that ht‘ said that he was onct* 
de^^M’aded for six months, wIhmi tin* Ga.rcttr showed that lu* was dc'^^radial for 
a year. The 6ra^6?//c not ili(‘at ion was iu‘vei bronchi to t he Sn b- 1 nspi^ct or's 
notice iiiul he had no opjiort n n ity of t*x j)lai n i n^.i it. it was ai)])art nily sh(»wn 
to the Mnnsif b(*hiiid the back of the witness and without the knowi«M|o(. ot 
tin* defence^ j)loa(h*r. ddiere was no motive* foi a (h‘libt‘rale pi'i jurx' on such a 
tidvial ]>oint as whet h(‘r t he jx'riod of de;.!:radatiou was six montlis ora year 
and 1 have no doubt that the Sub- 1 nspc‘ct o r could havt* t‘\plaim‘d tin* matter 
if he had had a chance*. In my opinion t m* Sub- 1 nsj)t‘v l or's t vidi^nci* r(‘ad as 
a whole*, is much more reliable than that of tin* plaintill's princit)al witm‘ssi*s 
who ha v(‘ certai nl y HimI oii sev*eral points, d'he plaintitl and his br(dhi*r 
Sat is contradict (*ach ot lu‘r s(‘\n‘ra 1 times about 1 1n* ]mi i-chasi* of tin* land, and 
Satis liabti contra<licts Sris Babu a])ont tin* wh(d(‘s.d(‘ <h‘si ruet ion (d* the 
fi*nc(*. I have no hesitation in acct*ptin^ t In* def(*iu‘(‘ evidence that a carl 
track across tln^jdaint land did exist ami was in constant list* up t(> S<‘pl(‘m- 
b(*r, 191 1. 

9. But 1 cannot acc(‘])t the aiT^nment of tin* app(‘llanl’s phadi*!* that tin* 

melt* (*xist-(*nc(* (d‘ tin* path was a snilicient just i lica t lo n for brta k i n^ do wn 
the fen<*(*. Tin* plaint i tl /beic had a li^ht to fence* his own la ml. Ami 

the defendant was not j ust i li(*d i n br(‘ak i n^ a ny port i on of tin* f(*nc(* iinh'ssln* 
had a ri^ht of wa\’ ovt‘r tin* land. The (h*fimc(* claims a ri^^hl of way on tin* 
;^ronnd of ust*r for oV(*r -?d \'(*ar‘s. But tln*r<*ai(* only two wilm*ss<‘s who 
sp(.*ak of anci<*nt us(*r, na nn*! \’, a dafada r a ml a cu 1 1 1 va 1 or. del e nda n I witn(*ss(*s 
o and (>. Ami tln*y cannot Ik* rt*li(.*don lK*caust* t h(*\' cont rad lel <*aeh olln*ras 
to t In* dt‘scri pt ion of tin* path of which tln*y enjoVt'd tin* use. 'Thex both 
a^rt*e<l in tin* liist instance that it was a carl lra<d< S or lb cubits wide, but in 
cross-examination tin* cultivator said that wln‘rt* tin* <*rops were* stanelin^ the 
path was nevt*r moi'e* than cubits wide*, while tin* elafaelar sanl that S or lb 
e*ubits W’en* always h‘ft free* of ci'ops. Tin* dafadar. more‘over, has had no 
<K*c*asion ro ns(* the path fora longer period than 10 or 11 \'(*ars. ami il is not 
ed(*ar why tin* cnltivaitor should have* used tin* path at all. I hold that il i-^ 
in>t Jiroved that tin* path has Ik*(‘ii in t*\mte‘nc(* foi oxn i* l?b \’e*ar- 

10. I think, however, that it is hi;.^hl\ pre»bable that il has beer in 
existence so lonp^ For (though tln*re is some* cvidcin-c that the land was in 
cultivation l)(*forc I In^ purchase*) the* pla i n t i IV pa i-ticii hi i I \' meidiemsihal In* 
l)Ur(*has(*d fallow land, and if the land wms falbiw w]n‘ii the i liana \va‘^ built 
lb years a;.>:o, it is edivious that I !n^ thana e>thcc*r'> ami p ‘oph* visitiiie the* 
tliaiia wanild cioss il ratlu*!' than i.!o remnd it. In vn\v Imwcve-r o| m \’ find- 
in;.^ that 2b y(*ars user is not establ isln*d by the c\ idenee* I hold that llie* 
d(‘f(*ndant lias jiot proved that in* had any ri/.rlil tojbicak a passa^^e* ihrem/^h 
the*- fence. His plea of j nstitical ion oii^lii to have* be*ei) su pfieirt e*el bv con- 
clusive (*videnc<* of 20 ye*a rs£us<* i . 

11. The FaseiiK'iit Act (Act V of 1SS2) do^’s initapplx' to Bt*n)Lcal, but i 
notice that by .seetioti 3(1 of that Act the ownei ed an ease*mcnt eanind liimsedf 
a])ate a wroiif^^ful obstructiem of it. I appr<‘h<*nd. how’over, that b(* can do 
so in Bt*n^al if he is prepared to provi* iijJit tin* cas(*menl <*xisls. 

12. Tlie amount of rlamiip’e done has undoubtedly b(*(*n (*.\aggerat (‘d by 
Sris Babu, who says that every bit of tin* f(*m*t* \Vi\H d(*st r’o;va*d and who is 
contradicted;^ by Satis Babu himself on that point. For Satis Babu found 
some post still standing. On the otlier j(iand tin* dehmee wilne.s.s(‘s must have 
made too little of tin* damage done. They say that no wi a t all was cut. 
But tlie Dafadar’s evidence ihows that the eprm)ti*d jioBts were <^a i rii el away. 
And it stands to reason that the thana ollicers did not leave barbiKl wire 
lying on the ground to cut their legs and f(*et. So it looks as if one full 
length of the wire*; mnst have ])cen removed 1 do not know the usual length 
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of a Rlfaiul of barbed wire, but it eiin hardly lie l(\ss than 50 feet. And if the 
wire was cut, Fiinu^ine that at least 50 fet*t of the fence mu'^ ha vo been re- 
mov(‘d. Th(* ()p(‘nin;»' must. ther(dorc‘. have becui ii inic‘(*essarily larg<‘. And 
tht‘ plaintiir lias exa; 7 ^eratc*d it into a destriict ion of tin* whole fence in order 
to defeat the plea of justiiirat ion. Tin* old niatcudals wei'e used in re-eroctin/^ 
Mk‘ fence so the* ectiial dania^(‘ to tin* pljiintiir was ])robal)ly only the cost of 
th(‘ labour. Some of tlK‘ posts may, how(5ver. liave had to be replaced as the 
fiuice was not ))Ut u})a^niin bn- si.x months. I think the h‘arned MunsiTs est i- 
inate of Ks. 15 as (h(‘ amount of dama^t^ caused to tin* plaintiff may tinder the 
circumstances tiot be too large, tliough if the fence had been re-erectetl at 
onc(‘ the defendant’s (*stimat(' of its. 5 would pi’obalily been nearer th(' 
mark. 

Tlie result is tliat I aflirm t h(‘ d(‘cision of tiie lowei’ Court and dismiss tln^ 
aj>])(‘al with costs. 


ik GAHiJCK. 
District 
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Ttie t7fh Dcccnihcr, 1917, 


By tlH‘ Iforrble Babv BnAnKNOHA Cttandha Ray : - 

XX. (o) Willi rcderenci' to (be answtM* givt .i on the 5lh March. 19i:k 
in the Bengal Legislative^ Council, to a, (|m'stion asked 1)V tlu‘ ITon'ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, regarding the ainendmenl of the 
Bengal Settled Kstat(‘s Act of 1904, will tht‘ (iovernmeiit be ))leased to state 
the ])ur))ort of the report submitted by tlu^ ('ommittee referred to in tlu‘ said 
answer and the anumdnuMits suggested by tlieni^ 

(/>) Has the alteJitiou of (Jovernmeiit been drawn to a resolution ad(>j)ted 
1,1 lb<‘ recent Confereuee of Bengal Zamindars regarding the desirability ol 
having a legislative enaetment to ju’oteet the estates of /amindars against 
partit'on and (meuinbranee ^ 

(c) If so, will the (lovenunent be pleased to say whether they art' 
considering the desirability of appointing a Committee to suggest the lines on 
whicli the Bengal Settled Estates Act may be amended so as to make it 
more popular ? 


Answer bv the Ilon’ble Mh Kerr : — 

" (a) The purport of the Committee’s report is stated in the answer to 
die question referred to by the Hon'ble Membm*. 

Tlie amendments suggested were as follows : 

(7) that the functions of the Local -(fovernmeut should be confined to 
the determination of the question whetlier the family of the 
applicant for settlement is of the necessary status, and that the 
subsequent proceedings should be conducted by a Civil Courf 
selected for the purposes of each case by the Local Government 
or the Commissioner: 

{^) that the period of settlement should be extended to an additional 
generation ; * - " ^ 

(S) that the powers of revocation by succeeding sons should be 
strictly limited; 
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(4) tha fee payj^ble upon an appliiatin^ slioiild Ik^ rcduc'ed tr a 

nominal sum or alH>lish(‘<l. ami that the duty should f)e realized 
aft a probate duty on eai‘)i oi‘<*asion on whieb fl* sueeessio!^ 
weurs; and 

(o) that tlu' finaiieia] ('omlition of the estate* should not he piiblisht*<^. 
(h) Yes. 

(r) The sul)]ect of appointing a (‘omnnttet' is not at present under tfm 
c*onsi deration of (lo\e]*nment It appi'ars l‘]*om i1m‘ it'solut ion ret'eiued to 
in c’lause (h) of the (pu'stion that the Con fer<M)(‘(' of Bengal ZaimndaT's 
intended to have the snbj(H*l (‘xaniiiM'd by a Coiuimtt' e of Zainindart Ixd'ore 
.neinorialising ( Joveriunent 


By th(^ llon'f»li‘ B\iu Bhmuadkx ('n\\ou\ ICw 

XXI Will the (iov(‘riinH‘nt \h^ pleased to (v\])lain tlie system (d su^er 
vision ov(M‘ \illage ehaukidars wliieh is st-ate<l to ha\ e Ixxm i nt rodiux'd hy 
Mr. Mdialley, Snpei intendent ol' Poliee, dessore, witli sm‘eess 


Ans\v(M‘ hv th(‘ IIoiri)lt‘ Mh KruH -- 

’ Th(‘ object of the system is to seeurt^ s\stematie and (‘fhei(Mit jiatrols by 
cliankidars at tlu^ most dangerous periods of tlu' night A fi\(xl numhei’ of 
ehaukidars of each union parade at a difTcuimt fixed point within tlu^ union 
on e^icdi night of tin' w(X'k 'bhey do m^t an iv(‘ at tlu' hxixl point befoi't* 

10 p M and must l('a\(' again t’oi‘ their Iiomkvs hot\\<*<‘n d ami 1 \ M , looking 
up l)ad elia I’aeti'rs on lh(‘ way dlie |>oints a ro fi\(*d, prcderahly neai* the 
I’esideiU'e of a nuunher of the pamliayat or <»l]ie?‘ lospousihle villag(M‘ \\illin;j 
to supervise the ariangemeiits ami tlie ehauk ida i s ar(‘ sel(‘eti‘(l so tlial as larg(‘ 
a porticm of tlie union as p(»ssihle is covcU'ed TIh' ehaukidars I'eix)!! vital 
statistics, facts n'garding had clia ?‘ael <‘rs and am thing else of imp()r*tanc(* , 
and the panehayat, \’illag(M* or dafi'adar, who i(‘eeiv(‘s this in I’ormat ion , d(*s 
patehes it to tlie president paneha\at and to the thaiia ofhc’er Similarly, am 
information and orders r(‘et‘i\(a] from the thana ar(‘ commn n iea 1 (m 1 to |1 m‘ 
ehaukidars at tlu' (ixed point Thr oidinaiw parades Ixdoia^ tin* president 
jianeliayat and thana otlicei- arr a hoi lied, cxoopl i n<j t h<* (pia rleidy pay pa]-a<l(‘ 
The District Magistrat(‘ ret>ortsthat piihl ie <>piinon wadoonuxl fheseln'iiK' 
and that the Tesnlts art* promising. Tin* Range T)(^put \ I nspta tor ( jleTi(‘ral 
in inspet'ting the district also c>hser\ed that criuK^ liad ht'cn eheekt‘d owing to 
the greater vigilance enforced.” 


By the Hon'hle Bahc Bhaupxpua (hiAM»n\ Rav 

XX IT. (a) Will t ti(‘ ( Jo\ ernnaMit he ph‘as<al to staf<M lu* nnmb<‘i of new 
thanas which ha^(' Ikhmi creat<*d in eaeli district si net* 1912^ 

(b) TTow^ far has tin* rnimher oi eogni/.;;hle crimt's Ix'en affo< ted in each 
area since the creation of bueh ti(‘W' thanas"^ 


Answer by the Hon ’hie Mr. Kkrr - 


(a) A statement containing the inffuination is laid on the fable 
(h) The fluctuations of cognizable crime are gf>v(*i‘n(‘d by various eaiiM's 
and Government see no advantage in undertaking a troublesome eoinjiilation 
of figures which would compare the variations by one standard only, and to 
that extent would be merely misleading.” 
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Htatement rejrrrcd to hi fhr an^ictr bij ike lloiible Mu; Kekk io question 
Xo. XXII {a ] {uii star red) asked by the Ifonble Hahu F»haheni>ha 
F’handka Hay at the iUmjicH Meeiimj of the 22nd Janunrij, 1918, 
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Note. — No im vn thana haH Iktu opoatfMl duno^ tlio poiKal in any of tlio distriotA no( nanio 1 


By the Ilon'hlt' Bmu Hmauicndua Chandra Ray • — 

Will, [a) Will the ( ioveriuneiii l)e pleased to make a statement giv 
ing the names ami ac:<‘> <^>1 a!i\ polilieal ])risoners in Bengal who may have 
!)een kept umlei’ ()l)sei valion or ireatir.ent lor mental derangement during the 
last two y(‘ai‘s, and the p(‘riod of deUmtion undergom^ l)y such prisoners 

(/v) In which of th(‘st‘ instanct^s, if any, were the j)erson or j)ersons kept 
in solita-i'Y (‘onfinement, and for Avhat periods were tliey vso kept ]>revious to 
such tn^atment ot* observation ? 

(r) TTow and where is (Nich of these persons l>eing treated now ? 

(r/) Will the (Government be pleased to make a similar statement wdtii 
legard to any jxditical ])risoiiers who may have developed symptoms of 
tuberculosis ^ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

‘ (//), {b) and (e) Besides Jyotish Chandra Ghosh^ the particulars of 
whose case aie giAcn in answer to question No. LXIX, one other State 
pi isoner w’as ke})t under observation for suspected mental derangement, but 
as the Medical Board re]>orted that he was quite sane, it is not considered 
desirable to give his name or particulais regarding him. Another person 
who was made a State prisoner in August, 1916, -and is stated to have 
suffered from his childhood from religious delusions, was^ reported to have 
developed suicidal tendencies in March, 1917. The medical cracers leported 
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that he should not be sent to an asylum. Ano|,hei State [)risoner was there 
tore placed with liim in his cell and he was kept luider observation He 
was finally relea^d to the care of liis ielati\es^,*i>n the llrd ScptemlHU', 1917 
Itl IS not eonsidei-ed desirable U) publish his name 

(d) No Suite prisoners have Ix'en leported to have developed tuber 
eulosis*” 


By the Hon'ble Bahu Bhahkndha Htiandua Bay - 

((/) Will the (JoveriniKMit be pleaded to make a statement with 
j-egard to Jyotish ChaJidra (Ihosh, m.a , a politii'al prisoner, noting the 
firesent condition of his health and his place of eonfiru'immt ^ 

(b) Is tJiere any truth in tlu* statiunent that hc' has luMonu‘ insain' ' 

(e) Is it a fact that his relatives have not suecve<h‘d in ge tting an intin- 
view with him although several attempts have been made' with tins obp^et '' 


Answei* by the Hon'ble Mk. Kerr - 

(a), (^b) and (e) The Ilon'ble Member is referred to the answer givmi 
to cpiestion No. LXTX." 


By the HoiTbU' Bai Maiienoka Chandra Mitra BAHAorR . 

XXV. {(i) Is it a i‘a<*t that Munsiffs and Sub-tludges used to l>e 
transferred once during the Master ludnlaAs and again during tlx^ Ihija 
vacation ? 

(b) Will the Government be plciused to state whether this praetn<‘ lias 
been discontinued of late 

(c) Are the Government consi<l(‘ring the desirabilit \ of making thesr 
transfers once a year, during the Christmas vacation ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. Kehh 

(a) From 1900 to 1910 a limited number ol transfers tcK>k place each 
year at Ea^ster as w^ell as during the Fuja vacation, 

(b) Jn 1917 there were no gcneial transfers at Easter, although, foi 
special reasons, there were isolated transfers im xar ious dates lic^twemi Easter 
and the Puja vacation. 

(r) No proposal to make transfers during the ( 'hristinas vacation only is 
under the consideration of (iovc'rnment or of tin* High Court on wdiosc 
recommendation these transb^rs are made.” 


By the Hon’ble Kai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Baiiadi r 

XXVI. Will the (iovernimMit be pl<‘as*‘d to lay on the Bible a cojiv i>\ 
the estimates for remodelling the (iazijiore and Cdong sluices in the hd’t, 
Damodar embankment in the I lulHM-ia Subdivision of the Ilowiah di-tin t. ? 


Answer by t he Hon’ble Mr. Cow lev : - 

The Hon’bl^ Member appears to be under some mibapprehension. No 
estimate has been-prepared for the remodelling of the Gazijxire and Udong 
sluices in the left Damodar embankment.” 
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By Ihr non'ble Rai Mahkndha Chandra Mitra BaHadtr ; — 

•n » 

\XVll. (n) Will lilt' GovrriiiiR'nt bt' pleased to give the names of 
cx{)eriniental Agiieultural Farms in the Presidency and Burflwan 
f)ivisions? 

(fi) Arc tJ](‘ expens(‘s of farms IntriK' Ity the (io\ernmenl f 


Answer l>y the Hon'hle Mh Kphk : 

{a) Fhere are no ex|)erimental Agricultural Farms in the Presidency 
Division : there are such farms at Chinsura and Burdwan in the Burd 
wan Division. 

(h) The expenses oi‘ the Pliinsura harm ar(‘ borne by (.iovernment, and 
those (d" th(' Burdwan by tfie Hon’blo the Mahara jadhi ra ja Bahadur of 
Ihirdwan.” 


By the Hondtlc Hai Maukndha PnANDPA Mitua Bahadui? — 

XXVIII. Will tht‘ (l()v<M‘nmcnl be pleasc‘<l to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the names of non-ofticial visitors who have Ix'cn sf^ecially 
appoitited to visit politi(‘al prisoners confined in tlic jails of Bengal ^ 


Answer by the Hon'hle Mr. Kerr : — 

d'he (iovernment of Jndia undtu* section 4 of Bengal Regiilaiion HI 
of JS18 have in thc' (‘a,se of each State jii’isoncr in Bengal a})pointed th(' 
District Magistrate to \isit such prisoner. .No non-otheial \ isitors have been 
a.pjiointed. ' 


liy the IJon'ble Bahu [^rojendra Kishor Kay Piiaitdiuiri . — 

XXIX. (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement for 
the Dacca Division giving — 

(?) the names of [iroprietors whose estates have been taken charge 
of by tlu‘ (ourt of Wards; 

(/?) the amount of debt on the dat(‘ of assum})tion of charge’ by the 
Court of Wards; and 

(?//) sucli amount of principal as may liave been repaid up to elate d 
{h) Are the Government in a position to state — 

(/) liow much of such payment towards the jirincipal has been made 
out of the revenues of the individual estates; 

(//) how mucli thereof out of the sale- j>iocecds of nR)vabIe and 
immovable properties ; and 

(///) how much out of the firemia on permanent Ic'asc^s of immovable 
{properties ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

{a) and (b) A statement is laid on the tabic.” 



riPif/ Aytfiirerfi. 


mc 7 it referroA to in thv ansfi'rr f>t/ ttte Ho^i'bh* Mil. Kkrr to que^<tion No, NXfJC 
nistarf^vl) ^sJ:r(l hj/ f/tr Hon'tih^ H\hv Buo.TKNttRA KiSHoH Ray CuAUDiinn at the 
'oiincil loectbnf of tfn‘ ^Ta )i nary , l*tjs, stnnciny ttie )i<u)}es of Proin'ietoi\s of the 

^tatrs binder t/n* mo )iagetnen t <f ttn* Conet (f \Vin\is in tin Iktcca Ditusioft, ittHr 
rtds on tftr (tatr of (t.^sn 7 )ipt ion (f cttaouje ntni t/te ya y itient s f/no'eof. 


it)ii 

»iv thf 
l)«>(l| ( ol 
W Hul^.. 


|irin »s'its itl 
inoviltii Ol 
itiiiinn kIiIi 


* Hit ot iK*' 
|*> i-iniu on 

)K>t Ill’IIIPIIt 
ifll.ti-'. ol 
ill) iiio\ iiblo 
Jll t 


Kstut«‘M (it tiM' 
NaiahIi of nui'tii 
a ml li in co-'-lmi oi ^ 


llalnli illn 
Khv.iini \liiiiulli\ 

Do. DiitDulla 
Do NtiHinillii 

Do Alihunull.i 

Ashmiii Klmiiiito 

Ko'.'oui A iDiir Ivliitimni 
N 11 '/ ni oni K tiiiiiuiii 
A /i/iinm'Shd 
\ luiutdi Jl in II 
KIiothuhIi It.iiiii 
Aftiil. 

F. II tint 


‘'.710 :t, 7 M. 7 lt» 


N a W U I ) f U 1 1 1 1 li 

iMtati ( K li'Mtri 

\tti( knllti ) 
Nii\\ul) tan 111'' 
I -I a. I ( M iiliuin- 


s ilainliliii 

N III IldtllM 


?»>! li i > IoIm I I 'till 


Alin.) 

Aii.ttiu Ititiio 
K. AI Dtn.il 
^ I K li I nun. 


t l.amlii 1 .' I III 
K' 1) u a IH A li' In I l\ m 5 in 
I)o A Ixliii itahiin 
'•'iili Im K‘i immi 
N .1 1/ .1(1 1 A II 11 lui I! .1 1 

K liu It in M iiliaiiinai'l I - 
A /I'li’i M K I ai on III 


i Khuntui. •' \ 1 

lull .ti (I A|ii II lUln 


I III it i .'''lii a n It I lU D( III 
I uiiHl 1 ftil il lul nit I D. I > I 
I )u. A iiatiila l\ iiiiini i 
M.uiU 1 DlminlliHi >. I 
\ finic'l ‘‘■nldoiin 


\ ‘J.lrd A |)i I I '. 1 1 1 
‘ Ilf ( >1 tola*) DMV 
' ) Dll. 's.-pioinl-n I 
•'-OtI. A|m 11 lyi 1 


Maiil\i ilaoliiiili K I 1.111 I'.im ( 
Mnnlvi .Inliii all K'lan l‘iiiif' 


imnt .s\u>laiii M I'lnla Klmfnii 


7fli Aiipiwl I'lin 
I /ill Mail II DO I 


K mini. 1 p. iii]i a ' 
(lliur\ 

Uni It il(iiiDii 1 
I 'tiHildtiiirv iiml M 
D|inii(lliur\ . 


Il.ottli ItlllliV 
I Uairvnn l.u 


Ufl. .‘'(•ptciiilM I "Mn 
Hth I'< In liars lt»l I 


.'‘'niiiiif 1 A p n I Kuniiiii Di bi 


Daksliiii ‘ il . l.H/ 


I UlilllHIlUl II Dlltta In. l.XC'lltliX 

Miiiiiuti SuhliilK Sniidtii 1 Dlltta 
Maulvi Atalnl Dnriini TiiUikilnr 
AlnKHinai r f at niiiin'*Ka Kli.itun 

.'lauDl Alnlii! Solniii "laliikilui 
Maiilvi Alxliil iMii/iil TaliDdui 
Mi'-aniiii A /1 7 11 iiiio'ia I Kliafiin 
Maulvi AI 11 D 1 I lludi liiliikdiii 
liaUn I'anri 11 1 1 li Dnt f i hv I xn( n 
tiix, ''^iiMinti N^^lJllll Siinlan 
I >iitta. 

Balm .loKi iidr.t Natl. l>iil|a 
Mr-. D A Lin a- 

ml iiiiliii Apail'U Kii-' iiv L.i. ( tool 

illiiii \ 

Balm t [Hiiiiiii Ktir.)iiia Rh\ 

Oliaudliiir \ . llxci iMor to tin Lxtitt<* J 
of IhU Biliu Miikiimlii J.al Has 
< 'liHiwlliiirs 

"rlinati Svrt na l.att* ( li.iinltoii uni, 
Kxoi'iitrjx to tlin Katati- <if luti 
Itnlm (jiiidh ri I III Kii . f'li ni 
rllmrs . 

B.i hinUatii I ni MoL nUav 
*7 Babu Aiiuiiilft Moll. II Ua\ itml 
fit hors * 

Ml. IDT Bunas 
Mr. .1 . Btn nr 
Mi. T. W. Da' ri« > 

Manlvi Ab<]ut A /almr Dliaudliiirs 
uud ot Imr-. 


.'ton. April I ''It* 
Hih Mas JHiM 
•.'7t I. .1 tiiii ir\ I'J • 

2sLh Apr il 1 


i* nniourit of ilfljt .il.owu hi column i, B-. rr*pr#»HcnU tlm . laiiiis of tin 

t'r thun VhtIok Ks 10 V»a,II06 antualK pavalile to OHtNid»»rH. 


prOf.ilotOf* »|railivt ftfU'li ntiicr •*ml ' 


f. lit f nil off b> 


2 \ 


Questionx and Anstoers. 
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riio M 

[>«)iirt i 


Mi(‘ prr 
I unnitT 
'atiguil 


By tlie Hoii’hle Babu Brojendra Ktshor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

iiiiHiii s XXX. (fi) Will tli(‘ Govei fiment be pleased to make a statement 

" ’''‘"'i;'*'' showing the total iiumbei- of suits of eaeh kind instituted and disposed of in 
the Court of the MunsifT at Tangail in 1917 ? 

S From what date has there been only one Munsiff posted at Tangail 
of three ? 

{c) What is the total number of his working days since his appointment 
• at Tangail ? 

{d) What is the total number of suits of each kind disposed of by him 
during the period he has been working alone at Tangail ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

{(!) The figure's are as follows- — 





Disposeil (4’ 


{Small Cause (Vmrt suits 

... 3,118 

2,305 


Money suits 

... 2,136 

2,236 


Rent suits . . 

... 2,761 

2,740 


Tit'k* suits 

81-f 

S49 


'I'otal 

. . . 

8,130 

{>>) 

From the Sth March, 1917, lo tin 

‘ close of tlie year*. 

(G 

197 (lays. 



(^0 

cb 

The following; ligui*es show (ht‘ 

number* of 

.suits disposed of since 

1st, 1917. Sepaiat(‘ figures fixmi 

March 8tli 

are not available : 


f ’1.1'- «*! - II It 

'I'ola 

1 imnjiir't iJi'^poHfil tit , 


Small (hm.se Court suits 


. 1,M7 


Money 'suits 


1,75] 


Rent suits 


... 2,676 


Title suits 


590 


Total G,4<»4 ' 


By the Tlon'ble Babu Bhojendra Kishor Ray C'haudiiuhi ; — 

XXXi {a) Is it a fact that the present Munsiff has, during this 
pe'i'iod had to work often till about 8 o’clock at night and sometimes even up 
to 10 P.M. ? 

(6) Are the Government aware of complaints that have been publicly 
expressed against the way eases are hurried through by the jiresent Munsirt 
at Tangail t 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (u) It is presumed that the question relates to Babu Amrita Lai 
Mukharji, who is now officiating as Subordinat® Judge at Mymensingh. It 
:s reported that in the pcriixl of 14 months during which he served as Munsiff 
at Tangail, this officer sat on two occasions till after 9 p.m. and on 15 occa- 
sions till after 8 p.m. 

(b) The District Judge reports that complaints were made on the 
subject both to him and to the High Court.” 
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By the Hon'ble Babt' Brojendra Kishor Ray ('HAunurRi : — 

XXXll. {(i) Is it a fact that only one out of eight Piofessors in the 
Oriental Department of the Sanskrit College is in the I'roviTicial Educational 
Service, whereas in the English Department four out of seven Professors are 
in that Service ? If so, how do the (lovernment explain this differeiu'e ? 

(h) Wliat is th(‘ scale of j)ay and promotimi ot tlie Professors of tlu‘ 
Sanskrit College in the Sanski it and English Departments, respec^t ively ? 


Arjswer by the Hon'ble Mr O'Malley : — 

(u) Excluding the Principal, tlaue are three oHicers of tlie Pi’ovinciai 
hdiK'ational Service on the tutorial stafi' of the English I)e[)art merit and oiw 
l^rovincial Educational Sei\ic*e otlicei’ on the tutoiial staff of the Oriental 
Department. The English Department l>tMng an Arts C'ollege, thn^' officers 
ot the Pi'ovinc'ial Educ^ational Ser*\iee, with suitable ac*ad(Mnic (pialiticat k ms, 
have been appointed to the tutorial staff*. 

{h) In both Departments the pi‘t‘S(mt tutorial staff c*on-ists of offie(M*N 
of the Provincial Educational Servie(‘ and Sulxa-di nat Edmational Stocice, 
w'hos(' pay and promotion are r‘egiilat<Ml by tlie rides of thosi' s(»ivic(>s * 


By the Dorrhle Bvhi Bhojexohx Kishor R\v ( 'iiAronTRi - 

XXX rn. Will theCiovemn imtlH* pleased to state the condit ions under- 
which the Banga Mohila ^T*^^yalaya was amalgamated with tlie BcMhiine 
Sehofil ? 


Answer- by tlu* rioii bh* Mr 0’M \lli:v ; 

‘ (JoverniiKmt regret that they arc* unable to supjdy tiie inlormation 
asked for*. The* recoi’ds oi* 1K7 k ami lH7ff have* f>een sc*ar(*lied, but th(‘y eon 
tain no information on the subject 


By the ITon’ble Baiu^ Brojknoka Kisuor Ray Chaitohttri - 

XXXI \ . With reference to rny unstarred question of the* 20th Ncjvcm- 
her-, 1017, on the prospec't of gr*ound-nut industry in Bengal, will the 
Government be pleased to state whether the Agricultural Department ha> 
any officer trained in the methods of combating tlie spioad of the disease of 
the ground-nut c*rop referred to in the* answer thereto '^ 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Donatj) : — 

* l^he investigation of ground-nut diseases has liec^n undertaken by the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture*, and pending the results of investigm 
tion the methods of combating disease cannot be determined. " 


By the Hon'ble Barc Brojendra Kishor Ray f^iiAUDiiURr : — 

X.XXV. Will the Goveiarmeut be pleased to state the reasons that led 
to the enhancement of fees payable by the students in the Sibpur (’i\il 
Engineering College from Rs. 10 to Rl 15 monthly and in the Medical t'ollegi 
from to Rs. 125 annually ( 


riie Sun^ki'it 
HtatT. 


An)ai|<aiiiati(*ii 

ol Han^n Moiiil 
N’Hlyuluyu witl> 
Rwl liiiiK* Srhoo). 


OroiiiHl nut 
uroj> Mi Rrngai. 


Enlianceinent 
(jf in Silipi 

Eii^'irieerinj^ 
and Meiii<‘ul 
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price of 

Hfilt. 


Allowancoe to 

Criminal 

Investigation 

Department 

officers. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Maui.ey : — 

" The Hori’ble Member presumably refers to the tuition fees payable for 
the intermediate course of the Engineer Department. These have not beei. 
enhanced. They continue to be Rs. 120 a year, but are payable in (dglit 
instalments of Rs. 15 instead of in twelve instalments of R?. 10. 

The fees at the Medical ('ollege were raised because the amount paid by 
each student was held to lx* an inadequate contribution towards the cost ot 
Ins instruction. Tt may be noted that the previous rate of Rs. 96 did not 
include fees for the practical classes, while the fee of Rs. 125 is a consoli- 
dated one, including fees for practical classes. The net increase was only 
half the apparent increase.” 


By the Hon’ble Babtt Brojkndka Kishor Ray Chaudhttri ; — 

XXXVI. {a) Will tlie (lovernment be pleased to state what has so far 
lieen done by them to ease the situation created by the high price of salt ^ 

{b) Have the (lovernment received any apjdications from any private 
individuals for permission to manufacture salt ? 

{(■) Will th<‘ (lovernment be pleased to state what orilms ha\e been 
passtul on .such applications, if any? 

(d.) Is it a fact that one Abdul Barik Hai of Noakhali has apfilii'd to 
the authoiities for permission to manufacture salt at Sandwij), ('harbadu 
and Siddhidwip, stating that if a liceiist* in that l:»ehalf be granted to him, 
he will be in a position to sell salt at one anna a seer and further that he 
IS ready to deiiosit Rs. ],()00 by way of duty in advance? 

(") Art' the (lovernment considering the desirability oi moving the 
(lovernment of India with a view to relaxing the present rules so as jit) 
enable any jnivate indivitlnal to mannfaetnre salt, duty tree, sutfie/ieiiit foi' 
Ins private consumption 


Answer by t he Hon’ble Mr. Donai.d ; — 

“ {a) and {e) The Hon’ble Member is referrt'tl to the statement that will 
be made in the course of the debate on the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Roy’s resolution on the subject of the manufacture of salt. 

(b) Yes. 

{<•) No final orflers have yet been passed. 

{(1) Alulul Barik Hai made an application for j)ermission to manufac- 
ture salt on an agreement that he should sell the salt atone anna per seer and 
pay duty to (lovernment at the rate of Rs. 1,000 per annum in resjxjct of the 
salt so manufactured. He did not off»'r to dejwsit Rs. 1,000 by way of duty 
inadvance.” 


Bv the Hon’ble Babu Brojenura KtsnoR RAy (Ihaitdhuri ; — 

XXXVIT. («) Will the Government be pleased to state the scale of 
allowances received by officers of the Intelligence and Special Branches of 
the Criminal Investigation Department of different grades? 

(6) What pro|K)rtion, if any, of the salaries of each grade do the 
respective allowances represent ? 
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Answer hv the Hon hie Mk. Kkrk — 

{a) The officers and men (employed in the Intelligence Branch, Bengal, 
and the Special Branch, Calcutta, are in ret'eipt of the following monthly 
local allowances : — 



(■alciitla I'olicc. 
Spfcial Hnnicli 

lk‘H;:iil Police 

1 iitclli^oiico 
llraiu'h. 


Ks. 

Hb. 

Snpt*ri ntcndfMit 

AsHiKtant ( ‘oininiHsioiicr 

i:»o 

I.Xl 

l)ej)ut> Snperiii<(‘ii<l(‘nt 


1 

Iiispoctor 

ion 

100 

Siih-liiBpe(^l or 


7ri 

Htiad conHtal)U‘ on irivt‘0ti^at i(Mi work 
Ordinary lioad oonstalilo 

s 

s 

( ’oMHtal)l(! on investigation work ... 

10 

10 

(Irdinary coiiHtaldo 

1 

4 


(b) The following table shows the proportion of the Intelligence Rrarich 
allowances to the f)ay of the officers and iihmi of the diffi^rcuit ranks :~ 


Su pterin it'niltuitH 
AsHihtant ( 'oniniiHBioners 
Drpiity 8nporint«n<lt‘ntH 
luBpi'ctors 
Sub-IuHj>t'ct<)rH 

}b^}i<I (Ml in vest i^^at ion v^ork 

Ordinary head conHtal»l(*8 
(.’onstablcH on invostijj^at ion \Nork 
Ordinary ooiiHialileH 


(’alcuini Colirt*, 
Sp(^ri»l Hihim’Ii 


.'id jMT coni . of pH y. 

i(» por cent. 
d».» p(*r cent . 

1 1 .'i per cent . 
dti per cent, 

77 per ct‘nt. 
dl por <*ent. 


I nr(‘lli^oii<*c 
Hnuif'li. 

1 T) JKM’ C(Mll . ( f }Miy. 

4 I )M*r cent . 
d 1 per cell 1 , 

10 1 per c(mt . 
ll?.''» p(T C(‘nt. 
to JM T Cent. 
s:i prr cent. 
d.'J per cent.” 


B\ the llon bli' Bahi; Bko.ikndka Kisjiok RA^ CnAi oHrRi - 

XXXVllJ. (r^/) With reference to the rule laid down at pag4‘ 71 of tla^ 
Technical Rules and Instructions of tin* Settlcnient l)(‘pa itnu'nt, 191t>, in 
connection with commutation ])ro<*<‘(‘dings, to the (‘fleet that ‘‘ a rent exceed- 
ing one-fifth of the value of the gross produce is ordinarily ('xcc'isi v(‘, and 
the rent settled by commutation should not excised sucli a value, (‘X(^(‘pt for 
special r(‘asons which must lx‘ fully recorded," will the (lovernm(uit U* 
pleased to state the considerations that led to tin' d(‘U‘rmination of thf‘ maxi 
mum pro]M>rtion referred toalxive? 

(b) Is it a fact that section 40 (d the BiUigal I'enancv Act, 1885, eon 
templates that each individual (-ase of (ommutat ion is to be determirnHl 
Hcx’ording to its own faids and circumstance's ? 

(c) Did the (iovermnent obtain legal opinion Udore issuing the instruc- 
tions alxive referred to, with regard to the legality of laying dowui a uniform 
maximum rate for the different localities without regard to the circ^um 
stances of each case of commutation ? If so, will the (Government be pleased 
to state the purjxirt of such legal opinion ? 

(d) Arc the Government aware of the opinion that has been expressed 
that the maximum rate fixed is considered inadequate and unjust by the 
hindlords? 


( 'onitniilation 
pi ncri'rli 
iiii4crr tin- 
^riuMicy Act, 



Supply of 1 1 y 
by FisliiTJos 
Dopurtnwuii . 


Revised edition 
t>f the Education 
Department niios 
and orders. 


^8 (^uettions am/ Jnstffars. f22NP .Ianhabt, 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mk Kerr : — 

“ (a) "J'he proportion of one-fifth of the value of tlie gross produce w'as 
taken from clause 75 of the Bengal Tenancy Bill, 1883. 

(h) Yes. and rule 7 of Chapter XI of the Technical Kules and Instruc- 
tions ))rescribes the individual examination of each tenancy. 

(c) No legal opinion was t.aken or required. The rules do not lay down 
.III iiTiiforni maximum rate for different localities without regard to the cir- 
(11 III. stances of each case. The whole of the sub-paragraph from which the 
Hon'ble Member has taken an extract reads as follows : — 

■ 'I'he money rent should, according to circumstances, be ordinarily fixed 
at the average money rent payable by occupancy raiyats for lands of a similar 
description and with similar advantages in the vicinity, ’//Zi/.v a suitable 
jirojiortion of the difference between it and the average value of the rent 
received by the landlord. It should be lemembered that a rent exceeding 
one-fifth of the value of the gross produce is ordinarily excessive, and the rent 
settled by coniinutation should not exceed such a value except for special 
ic'ason' which must be fully recorded.' 

(f/) Government are aware that there are dift'ereneexs of opiniem as to 
what is a fair rent on commutation.” 


By the Hon'ble Baiui Buojendra Kishor Ray Chai iuu’ri . — 

.\X\L\. (cc) Will the Government bt> plea.sed to state from what 
sources the Deiiartment of Fisheries obtains its supply of fry ? 

(f)) Does the Department guarantee the purity of the fry sup))lied by it 
to private jiarties. or are the kinds of frv so sup|)lied in any way different 
from those ordinarily obtained ? 

(r) At what rates on an average are the different kinds of fry purchased 
by the Department, and at what are they sold by it ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr Kerr : — 

■' (ft) Nearly all the fry are obtained from the Damcxlar river. 

■■ (/>) The Department does not guarantee jiurity. The fry are sujierior 
to tlio.se ordinarily obtained, liecnuse they are examined generally by the 
Director of Fisheries and his staff with a view to the rejection of cxinsignments 
which contain either jiredatory fish or the fry of fish other than carp. It 
is not possible in view of the large quantities dealt with that such examina- 
tion should be complete, but it is believed that such examination as is jiossible 
lias the effevt of deterring the fisherman employed from wilfully collecting 
fry known to be impure, and that the result is that the fi'y supplied by the 
Dejiartment are inuc-h purer than those supplied by itinerant vendors. 

(e) d'hc' Department sell the fry at the same rates at which they purc'hase 
it. The rates vary accxirding to the season and the average rate is Rs. 2 per 
l.tMH) ' 


By the Hon'ble Kishort Mohan ('HAinmuRi : — 

XF. ((/) Are the Government aware that the revised edition of the 
rules and orders of the Education Department of the Government of Bengal 
has not yet lieen published and that the old one is out of print, and much 
inconvenience is being felt on this account by the authorities of newly-started 
educational institutions? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state when th^ revised edition 
will be published ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Mallkv : — 

• (a) Yes. 

[h) The revi'^ion of the b(x>k lias been taken in hand anil will lie com- 
pleted as soon as }>ossiblc. A large part of the revised edition is already in 
jU'int.’' 


By the Ilon’ble Rai Ukuknoim ('urNoeH Gnosi. BAHAorn : 

\J.I {n) Are the (lovt'rninent aware* of the }>ublie proti^sts againsl 
llu* (‘xistenee of Ixirrow-fnts by the side of the extension of the East^'rn 
Bengal Railway which erosst's Hiissa Road ami TollyV Nala ^^itlnn the c ity 
of Calcutta and then goes towards Bndge-Budge and the Kiddeipore 
Docks ? 

{b) Has the attention of the Sanitaiv (’ommissioiUM* <d’ the Gox eiimu'nl 
ever been drawn to the danger to the sanitation of the town and country 
arising from the existence of the.se ))its 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability ol taking tsirly 
ste)>s with a view to having these l>orrow-]>its filled uf) and the tract through 
wliic h the railway lines jiasses made sanitary and more liealthy 


Answc'r by the Hon'blc' Mh Gowlkv . 

The reply is in the negative. It is understood, however, tliat the 
itteiition of the Gorpoi’ation lias rcH-caitly been drawn to thc‘ 'Hbjc'ct and tlial 
iiicjiiirics are being instituted with a view to improving the lioirow-pits ' 


By the Hon'ble Rai DEULNimA (-hinokh (Juosr Baiimuh:- 

XTll. (c/) Are the (jovernment aware of the silted-up condition of 
Tolly's Nala in Galcutta, which has losulted in greaU inconvenience to tlu' 
public* ? 

(7>) Are the Ciovernment aware that the Galcutta Improviunent rrust 
riajuire earth for filling up insanitary tank.f^ in Bhowanifiore in c'linnei fion 
with their scheme No V, and that they are going to spend a sum of five 
lakhs and a half for obtaining the m^cessarv c*arth bv excavating a largi- 
lake in the' Dhakuria side of the town of Galc*utta ' 

(e) Will thc' (iovcuaimcmt be ))Ieased to c^xplain vvhy lli(*y refu.s(Ml the 
application of the Calcutta Improvement "friist U) take the nc^cessarv (*arth 
from Tolly's Nala ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr Gowi ky : 

(a) Yes: the Hon’ble Menil)cr is referred to thc answer given in tin." 
Gouncil to the question asked by him at the meeting of the Ifrd duly, 1917. 

(h) It is true that the Calcutta Improvement Trust intend to spend a 
large sum for acquiring land in order to obtain earth necessary for raising 
sites and filling up tanks; but this undertaking is not for .scheme V alone. 
*as the question implies, but for schemes IV and TV- A as well as scheme \' 
and for other schemes to be executed in the future. 

(c) Government have received no such application from the Galcutta 
Improvement Trust.*' 


|>it> 

ill Culfui (a aii«i 

Sii Itiii Im. 


Cfitnli t n Ml of 

N«Im. 
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MuhainmafJan 
KtudentB’ 
at Dacca. 


Tlio Mohsiii 
Fund grants. 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

XLllJ. With i-egard to the answer ^iven to my question No. VI J I 
(unstarred) on th(! 18th Dec-ember, 1917, vvill the Government be pleased to 
state — 


(?') the total number of Muhammadan students who will at the 
present tim(‘ be rc<iuired to pay at the higher rate of Rs. 3-8 
a month ; 

(i/) the total number of Muhammadan students who will at the 
present time be accommodated in the Dacc-a Secretariat- build- 
ing, and the total maximum number which it is proposed to 
acciommodatc there ; 

(/?'/) whether non-Moslem studi-nts w ill also lx- accommodated along 
with Moslem students in the building; 

(/r) who lirst suggested the pio))o.sal to transfer Muhammadaii 
students from tlx- Hostel, and who are the gentlemen, official 
and non-official, Avho.se ojiinion was consulted; and 

(/’) the total number of Muhammadan students in Dacca, excluding 
those that live with their guardians? 


Answer by the llon’bh^ Mr O’Mali.ey 
•• (i) 7«. 

(//) The figurt- in lK>th ca-sc's is 1 10. 

(i/j) 140 Hindu students, who ustxl to live in messes, Avill occupy a 
se|)arntc portion of the building. 

(ir) Tlu- Finance Sub-('ommittec of the Dacca (.'ity Educational Council 
first suggested that students of the Dacc-a College who lived in messes should 
be ac(-ommodat(‘d in the Sec-reOiriat building. It w-as subsequently proposed 
by the- T’ritu-ipal of the Dacca College- and the Direc^tor of Public instnmtion 
that the IVIuhammadan students of the ('ollege, Avhether resident in the f'olk*ge 
hostel or in messes, should be provid**d with a hostel in the building. 

(r) 'I'he figui'cs an- not available.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulau A. K. FAzn-UL-HAy - 

XLJ\ . Will the (Jovernment be jelcased to state — 

(/) the average for the financial yc-ars 1912 — 17 of the grants annually 
given from the Mohsin Fund to schools and c-olleges on account 
of shoi t fee- paymc'nd? of Muhammadan pupils and students; 

(//) the average total numlH-r (*f Muhammadan .students, who rec;eived 
the benefit cd' these grants in the shape- of short foe payments 
during the- period ; 

(J7?) the total number of scholarships created by the conversion of 
the grant into stipends. 


An,sAver by the Hon'ble Mr, O’Malley ; — 

’• (/) Rs. 17,074. 

(/*) The information is not yet available and will be supplied later 
U) the Hon'ble Member. 

(m) 305.” 
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By the Hon’ble Maulvt A. K. Fazl ul-Haq : — 

XL\ . With reference' to the answer to niy question No. X 

(iinstarred) on the 18th Deiemht'r, 1917, will tlu‘ (Jovetninenl be pleased to 
state- 

(/) the reasons lor the inability oi the llistiict to appoint any 

» Muhammadan on th(' first occasion, 

(//) what were the minimum qualihcat ions recpiired ibr the pcKsts and 
how many of the Muhammadan candidates possc'ssed at least 
sucJi minimum qualifications; 

{Hi) whether the District Judge j)ersonally ititei viewcil the camiidates 
and })ersonally satisfied himself that no c|ualifit‘d Muhamnnnlan 
candidate was available; 

(/r) in case the answer to (///) is in the negative, who was the otlicer 
on whose report th(‘ District Judge acted'' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

{f) Tlieri' were lOo applicants of wlioni -evc'ii were Mulwunmadans 
Having regard to the claims of the other candidate's, the* District Judge' did 
not feel justified in sc'lectinga Muhammadan 

(//) The Matri< ulal ion Examination, All the sevcMi candidates had 
passc'd this examination, although not all in thc' hdrst Division. 

{m) and (cr) Yes. ruder sc'ction 30 of the Bcmgal. Agra and A^sam 
(Jvil Courts Act, 18S7, the' pow(*r of appoint ing ministerial ollic'crs is vestiMl 
in file District Judge, and (ioxcM'nriu'nt ha\e no power to intc'rfen* " 


B} the Hon ble Maulvi A. K. 1"azi. itl-Hac^ : ~ 

XEVJ. With refeic^iu^c to tlic' ans\vt*r given to cpiestion No X 
(liiistarred) on the ISth llc'cember, 1917, w ill the* ( loveiriment Ih' ph'ased t{» 
state^ — 

(/) thc* names and addresses cd’ thc* six Muhammadan candidates 
who are said U) have lx*en sent foi* by the District Judge*, 

(f/) in what way were tlicw c'OJiirnunic'ated with; 

what was the lab date fixod for thc c;andidates to ajipear and on 
what date, in (*ac*h c;ase, wa.s thc* communication sc*nl. out to Die 
candidates, lesf^ectively ; and 

{ir) why w^as not the candidate, who was aj>pointcxl on the* sectmd 
oexasion, appointed at firsts 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : - 
• (0--- 

(1) Muhammad Islam, 83, Baitakkhana Road, Calcutta. 

(2) Moula Baksh Tarafciar, 83, Baitakkhana Road, (valcutta. 

(3) Masiuddin Ahmed, 11 -A, Puddopuker Stioet, Kidder|)orc*. 

(4) Shaik Ahmed Ali, Nawabganj, Clerk, RiHe Fjiclorv, Ishapore. 

(5) Abdul Bari, 17/1, Burchvan Road, Alipore. 

(6) Fazlur Rahman Mollah, 00, Kansa^ifiai a Road, Bhowanipore. 

{ti) Post-cards were s<*nt tc) them at the addre^ases given in the apfilica- 
tions. 

{lit) November 26th, 1917, was fixed for the appearancje of the cxindi- 
<lates, and the post-cards were sent out cm 21.si Nbivember, 1917. 

(ir) Having regard to the claims of other eandidate.s, the District 
Judge was unable to select him.” 
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32 Questionf and, Anstcers. [22nd January, 

By the Hoii’ble Maiji.vi A. K Fazl-ud-Haq : — 

XLVII. («) Will the (lovernment be pleased to state, year by year, how 
tnany eases of — 

(t) appointment, 

(it) transfer, and 
(///) punishment 

of j\J iiharnmadaii Marriage Registrars and Kazis have been disposed of 
without refereiiee to the Permanent Committee, during 1912 — 17V 

{h) What were the leasons for disposing of -^uch eases without reference 
to the Permanent Committee? 


Answer by the llon'l)le Mk Kkrk ; — 

(«)- 
(/) None. 

(/») 2 eases of mutual transfer in 1912. 1 in 1914 and 1 in 1917 
(//'/) None. 

{!)) Mutual transfers which do not involve any new appointment do not 
:e(|uire reference to tlie Perrnammt Committee." 


Hv tlie Hon’bh' Maui.vi K I’azi.-ui.-TIaq ; — 

XIvVlll. {(i) In all eases in which the ai)pointments of Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars are made without reference to the Permanent Com- 
mittee. will the Oovernment be plea.-ed to state, in detail, the procedure that 
IS generally followed ? 

{h) In how many cases litivt' such appointments lieen made during 
1912—17 without a single Muhammadan gentleman, ollicial or non-oflicial, 
liaving iK'en cx'insulted or having taken part at any stage oi the selection 
leading up to the final ajipointment ? 


.\nswer by the Hon ble Mh. Kkrh : — 

{(i) and {l>) Neither c|uestion arises as no such appointments wer<“ 
made.” 


Bv the Hon bU Maui.vi A. K. FAZi.-tTn-H.AQ: — 

XLIX. With regard to the answer given to my question No. XV 
(unstarred) on the IStli December, 1917, will the Government be pleased to 
■-tatc whether it is proposed to remove the Press directly to the rooms now 
occupied by the Regidrar Co-ojterative Societies? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

" It is pio^XTsed to hand over to the Press the rooms occupied by the 
Registration Department as soon as the rooms occupied by the Co- 0 |Terative 
Department are available for the Registration Department.’ 



1918.1 (Questions tuiff .\nf*irrrs, •!•> 

lly the Heii ble JMai lvi A. K. I a/l i l IJ ai.> : 

L. Is it iiol a tael that the proposal is that attci (he vai*ation of „„.var of 
the i-ooins in tire oeeu[)ation of the llej^istrai*. Co o|>erat i V(' Societies the l o op. rativo 
olht*es of the In >pec’tor-( Jeneral of llegistrat M)n are to 1 h' removed there and 
the r<K>ins \aeated hy the 1 nspeetor tieia ral are to he lianded over to the 
Press? 


\nswer by the liorTble Mh Kioia : — 


“ Yes.” 


By the lloii hh* Maui.vi A. K. F\/.l re 1 1 Ag 

LI. (^f) Is it a fact that the i‘ooni>> at No. (>, Dacri' s Lane, \V(M‘c i'io|MMai oi 
meant for locatiiif:!^ the oflices of th(‘ Inspector-tiener’al of Ke^istratiofi and 
that arrangements were* rnadi* for’ that friirpose irr th(' sha))(' of ri^pairs and 

other’Wise ? iJriirral (»f 

{h) If sf), wdiy was tliis pr-oposal dr’oppe<l ? i)*aoi7’,s’V'MiM' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Ala. Kmor : - 

“ (a) It was interrd(‘(l at one time to reiiKOt* the R(‘gist rat ion Dispart 
ment to N<v 0, Dacre's Lane 

(h) "Fhe projrosal was dii^ppcal because* .\o. (f Daci’c's Laru', was tound 
to be uirsiiital)le for the accommodation of tht‘ r’c'coi’ds of the R<'gist rid ion 
Departnumt.” 


By tire lloii’bh* Maiu.vi A K L\/l cl llAg. 

LIJ. (^/) Will the (iovernmeiit be pleaserl to stiite the (bstfiiice 
(a |)pr'oximat(dy to the fiirction oi’ ii mik*) b(‘tw(‘(‘n Wr*it(»rs Buihiings and m.ii 

No. (), Dacre's Lane'^ d... iCh i.uim-. 

(h) How long (kK‘s il lake 1<» walk fr’(mi Writers' Buildings to .\<r (f 
1 Irrcre's Lane ? 

(c) Ts it (expected that tlr(‘ Itegrst i;i r, ( ‘o opei’iit i \ c Societies, will walk to 
iMn\ from Writers' Buildings (‘iicli tiriu* xcnbal consnltiit ion with o( Ian’ ofIic(‘r’s 
in Writers' Buildings bcnomc's nccixssary ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mn Kkkh : ~ 

“ (fi) About half a mile 
(/>) About ten minutes 

(e) It will be at the option oj thi’ RegistriM* to walk oi’ lo drivr* Ik'Iw'^mmi 
Writers' Buildings and Dacre's Liimc 

By the Hon'ble Mauia i A. K. Ka/j. - i t llAg : 

IJll. Will the (Jo\eriiiiieiit he pleased to nlate, in detail, the steps »hat ;'';7 
have been taken to ensure — ii.initcrate.i 

(i) the prevention of the sale ol adultcrate<l <jhei\ and 
(u) the proper supply of pure yhee 
in Calcutta ? 



iijitl ^[nstocrs. 


[22n 1) .1 ANflARY. 


O i 

o 4 


Answci’ hy the lioiThle Mil O’Mallky : — 


' (a) a statement is laid on the table. 

(//) (Government is not j‘e>i)onsible tor tlie proper supply ot pure ahec 
111 ('aleutta. Since the ('alciitta Municipal (Amendment) Act of 1917 \\as 
hi’ought into force, the percentage ot samples found to be adulterated ha . 
been gradually diminishing, and it is believed that the quality ot the (jlnu 
cold in (jhec dealers’ shojis ha^ imjiroved.” 

Sl(( tnnent reff'rred to in tin* ansivar h// the Hon^blc Mil. O’MAliljEV /e 
f/fiPstio)tNo. IjITI {nnslnrred) (fsked b\j the Hot tide Manlvi A. K. Fazl- 
UL-IIAg, at the (h}nneU niretiinj of the 22nd Jannarij, 10 IS. 


/ — Xf( 7 )it)f‘r ofsntnples of (fhee taken from h'Uh Septendter, lU I 7 to 
f‘j] si l)eee nd>ey\ 1017 — 


{<() Fi-om wholcside dr.ilcj'H ... ... <SI> 

(6) From retail diadiM's ... ... 220 


Total 




IJ — Xnniher of S(t mples fon nd adniierated — 

{(() WholesalcMlealris’ samples ... ... IS 

(6) I\elaiJ dealers' samjiles .. ... 40 

Total ... aS 


///. — Nnniher of proseen i tons insiittifed nnder section lOj (A) (I) for 
self 170 / . etc., ad n iterated (jhee, and resalt thereof — 




NumiIkt 

Nl Mil Ell 

■ONViri’KI) i 



striKjk off 

AND KlNEh. 


NmiiiIm 1 

\\ ariHMl 

— 



IIIHtillllctl 

and 

NuinlM'i- of 

Ainoimt ot 



disoliiirfjcd . 

CRHCS. 

fine . 





1 

Ks. 

(a) Aganisl wlioUiHak* vloalns ... j 


Nil ' 

: 5 

850 i 12 

{h) A^uinsr rrtnil (t’alci ^ ... ... j 

as 

5 

1 

: 7 

1 

364 26 

Ti.tal ... 1 

55 ! 

' 5 

\2 

1,214 38^' 


i 


* Niiir of f ln’so « lUM's li.iTCftlnor Iktu of, tlic ftiuount of fltjos iiiOjcttM) Hk 2,161. 


IV. — tO'osern lions nnder section -105 (1) ib) for kcepinij adulterants in 
(fhee f/odowns. etc . — 

I instituted in November 1917, and decifled in.Tanuary 191S. 

a tine of Ks. 150 being imposed. 

F. — Nandier of prosecutions under section 507 {1) {a) — Uefuml to sett 
samples of (jhet’^ 

II cases instituted; 7 decided, fines amounting to Ks. So ) 

being inflicted. Four pending on 31st December 1917. 
of which one has since been decided, a fine of Rs. 225 
being inflicted. 

F/. — (Quantity of ghee seized and condemried — 461 maunds. 




Qiiesttojis and Answers, 


% 


1918.] 
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Yll , — Work (U>Ue by Special Pood I aspectnr fro)}i nth Xoremher to SIst 
Deremfwr 1917 — 


NumbiM* of consi^MUiioiUs i MNjUH'ttHi ... 1(^9 

Number of t i ns exam i lU'tl ... ... 

(Mostly in wbole.salet aiul relail shops.) 

Numbt*rof samples taUioj ... Thest* li^iiit*s Inive 

1 Ixa n iiu‘liule(l in 

Niimbei'of prosecutions in'^titntetl IS ^ the totals ‘_ovt‘n 

1 Ml 1 . 1 I, I II, IV 

Amount of lines inHi<*tt‘il ... U,l7o J aial \' ahovt . 


By the Ilon’ble M.\ttlvi A. K. Fazl T’l-I I ai.> : - 


LilV. Will the (jovernment hv pleased to state whetlnu’ there' is 

any Committee in eonneetion with the Calcaitta Madrassa '' 

{h) If so, will the (Jovernment be ph^a.stMl !<» state 
(/) the names of the members ; 

{If) the p(nvers and fum^tions ot* the Committi^e, 

(fit) who ap])oint«; the members; 

(fr) if there are any rules for the eoinlmt ol‘ the hnsiness of tla^ 
Committee ; 

(r) how many times during th(' ytaus 1912 17 tlie ('onnmtt<‘e nuM , 

and for what purpose's on tMc*h occasion 


I'Ik ( 'iklcu U 

\1 Hill .i-'-sn 
I 'iniiiiiil 


.Answer hy the Hon’hle Mu. O’MALnnv 

(ft) Fhen^ is a Matiaging Cominittt'c lor ih(‘ Anglo- C(‘rsia n l)(‘parl 

numt. 

(/>) (/) ddie m(nnb(‘rs a r (' 

(1) tlu‘ Crmc i|>al, Cakutta Madia. . sa Crc" idcMit , 

(2) Mauivi Md. Vusul, llea<l .M asKu', \ ice Ibesohait and S<‘ci(‘taiv 
(.y) Mauivi Nurul Alam, Assistant Ma-ti‘r, 

(4) Navval) A, ]\ M Abdur Rairnac Khan liahadnr, 

{h) the Hon’bk' Nawal) Syed Nawah All (diowdliry, and 
(h) Khan Bahadur Aminnl Islam 

{[}) (if) {ill) and {f r) A ef)py of tiic inh*'^ lor 1 lu' nia nagcMiuMi t <d (lov 
ernrnent high schools is laid on tin' tabh*. 

{b) (r) A committee was first aj>point(‘d at liieend oi 14)12 Sinct' then 
it has met on the following occasion^ to <iiscuss the mattcis inentioned 
helow : — 

I 1th March, I9i:i ... The insulhcieacy of tlii' staff 

Tlu' tiaining amJ qualifications oi 
memlHU of the staff 
Tin introduction of tlu* Jicngaii ver 
iiai ular in the lower classes. 

The lenewal of schc)f>l lurniture 

3(>th October, 1913 ... The .-ippointment of a new tejulier 

in tlio^tlunior Department, 
ddie ap|)ointm<*nt of an additional 
furash. 

'^riu‘ supervision of games hy new 
teachers. 

Tfie [irovision of K' dde.ntial quarlei 
bir t!ic head ma.st(*r-. 

The appointment <d’ a whole tine 
clerk. 


jS.. 
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Quei^tions and Ansimvfi. 


[22nd Janttauy, 


22nd January, 1915 
1st December, 1916 

nth May, 1917 


The increa-e of th^ staff. 

The appointment of a clerk. 

Free and half-free studentships. 

The aj)pointment of a clerk. 

The introduction of religious instruc- 
tion. 

Tlie extension of the service of two 
clerks. 

The schfK)l vernacular.” 


Rules referred to iu the fuistver bi/ the Hot t hie Mr. O'M ALLEY to questiou 
No. LIV (ufistun^ed) asked by the HfUible Ma?iivl A. K, Faz,\j-VU-11aq, 
(ft the ('ou)iril nieetiug (^f the 22nd January, 1918, for Manag'uKj Com- 
mittees of Gof'ernment high schools. 


TuE Mana^in^^ C'ommitlee of a (lovernmenl hi^h school shall b(‘ 
composed of the following- nunnlxM-s : — 

(1) The District Magistrate (Hubdi visional Ollicer when tli(‘ school 

is not at a district h(*ad(piartei’s), Rresident . 

(2) ’'fin* ll(‘a(l , Vice- f^r('sid(‘nt and Serretff ru. 

Miahftis 

All chicit'd re|>i'(‘M(>ii tati \'(‘ ol' (In' l(iii(‘lii iifi; slafV, ol lii'r 't liaii llic 

MlHhoss 

(l)<fe(r))Two non-onicnal imnubers !*epres(‘nta ti ve of the* parents and 
giiai’dians of the school ])upils. 

(6) {(() ( 1 >oys’ s(diools) — An oilicial other* than an fMncational ()lli(*-*r’. 

(b) (( J i rls' schools) — An Knropean lady. 


The l^i‘inci])al, ihesidenev Oollege, th(‘ Principal, Sanskr*il (krilegi*, 
tin* Pi'incipal of the Calcutta Madi’assa, the Commissioner*, Dacca Division, 
and the Lady Pr*iiicapal of the Bethune Colhigc^ shall taki‘ the j)lac(' of 
t he Disti’ict Magist r*at(-' in the c*ommittees of tln‘ Hindu and Har’t‘ Schools, 
C/alcutta, the Sanskrit Collegiate School, lh(‘ Anglo-Persian Depar’tnuMrl 
of the Calcutta Madi*assa, the Lden High School and the Bethuut* (k)l h‘.giat (* 
School, r('sj)ectively. References in tljesi* ruh^s to theDistr*ict Magistrate 
should i)e held to ajrply to these olIicei*s. 

2. The D'tuvsentati v(^s of the parents and guardians of the ])upils 

shall !)(' nominated by the Head . subject to the approval of the 

District Magistrat(‘. Tli(\se nominations will be forwarded to the District 
Magistrate I hr*ough th(‘, Subdi visional Ollicer if the school is not at district 
head<|uarters. The Magistral* will appoint the other members in corr- 
sultation with the* . If the disagi*ees with the Magistrate, *”' 

liwjKH’tixss wh' 

may refer the case for decision to thi‘ Director of Public Instruction 
through the Commissioner. The decision of tlrc^ Dirc^ctoi* of Public 
Instruction shall be linal. 

3. The constitution of managing committees shall be published in 
the gazette' by tlu' M-agistrate. 

4. The membei's of a committee who are not appointed ex-ojficio, shall 
liold otlice for three years, but shall be eligible for reappointment at the 
end of that i)eriod. Members appointed during the H-year period will 
ordinarily hold office till the end of that period. 

5. The committee slrall meet at least three times a year, viz., at 
the comiueru^ement of the session, after the summer vacation and after 
thePuja vacation. 



Questions and Anstrers. 
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(>. Duo notice of each meeting anil of the hiisinoss to he transacted 
shall he ^iven hy the Secretary. 

7. Three ineinhers shall form a quorum. 

S. The Prc'sident shall have a casting vote. 

9. Ordinarily no husiness other than that of whicdi notic*(‘ has hiaMi 
i^iven shall he transacted. Should any other husiness he transacted, an 
oi>j)ort unity should he ^iven to the ahsent memhers, if any, of re-oiK*nin^ 
the suhjcH't at a suhsecimmt mei'lin^ to he htdd within sindi pc‘riod, not htdn;^ 
less than a week, as the Presidcmt may detminine. 

10. The Secretary shall record the proceiali n^s of the commit tei^ in 
a proceedings hook. The rt^conl of each meeting shall he i-onlirnusl at tin* 
suhsecptent meed i 

11. The (‘oniini titee shall h(‘ mai nly an a<l visory body, ddu* con t rol I iii^ 
otticer of the school shall ca !(du I ly considcM* all the r<s‘om nuMulat ions (»f tlie 
committee' and shall ri'fc'r f<»r decision to the Director throu’.rl* tin* Commis- 
sioner any matters upon which lu‘ disa^ic'es with both t hi‘ c-ommitti‘i' and 
the Comniissionc‘1'. In ])ai‘ticular t lu* committi'e shal I bi' consn I ted and its 
wishes respectc'd as fa r* as is coiisisti'iit with tlu‘ exi^eiudes of t ht‘ public 
service in all (*as<‘s of tin* ti'ansft'r of teaclu'is. 


l2. Th(‘ cominitt<‘t‘ shall control tin' award of f r<‘i‘ staKhMitshi ps a nd th(‘ 
I't'inission of fees on tiu' basis of c*on t ri butions from tiu' Mohsin Fund. 

1*1. Tilt* commit t(‘(‘ shall dc^al with all sclu'iiu's of dt* vtdopmen t , 
('Specially those' iiivol\’in^ additional (‘xp(*ndil lire', le*avin^ to the' He'ad 
MiiHt4,r conduct, in accordanct* with the rules of tin* Kdiication 

M Utrf’tM 

D(‘pa it mem I , of tin* cniient bnsiiK'Ssof t he' school , sue'h as t he' a rran^^^i'nu'n t 
of classe'S, the* se't ( h'lne'ii t of routine, the annual e'xami na t ions, the' award 
of (‘lass promotions, the* sch'ction of e‘andidate*s for the* Matriculation 
K.xam i nat ioii and all minor' matte'is re'latin^ tose'hool d isci pi i ne a nd te'uedi i 11*4 . 
ddi(‘ lle'ad shall brine^ important matte'is to the* notiiM* of the* Prc'sid(‘nt, 

who will decide* whe'the'r t h(*y should be biou^lit be'fore* a me‘(‘lin;^ of tin* 
committee*. In par*ticuhu‘ no pupil shall be* rusticate»el or e*X|>edle*d «'xc(*pl 
unde'!' an or'de*!' of the committ(*e. Ilostel ariel con ve'S'a nc** a rr*a n'^eine'U I s 

should ordinarilx' bediscuss('d by t he com m i t te'e*. 

II. "idle* im'inlx'rs of a (‘om m i t te'e* are* e*xpe*cte*d to take* an active* 
inte*rest in the* we'lfare* of tJu* s(*hoe>l. Kach meinbe*r should visit the* 
schoeil at le*ast thre*e* tinie*s a ye*ar. The*se* visits .shall be* irdormal so as 

not fe) i nte'ife're* with the workiri ;4 of the* school. A visitor's’ book shall be 

kept in which members inaN’ re'coiel the*ir' otriiiions on the* ina na^e*me*nl of 
the school. 

la. ddie* annual r(*poi't of the* school sliall be* consielt'i'ed and ajiproved 
by tin* coinmitleH* be*fore submission to the* cemtredliii^ eillice*!- of the schoed. 


By iIh* Hon’hle Matm,v[ A. K. FAZt.-ri.-lJ : — 


LV. (ft) Will the Government Ik* pleased tx) state how many pod.s 
of' Assistant ( Vmiinis /mners have been ereateel for the* G.aleutta Peihee* 

(h) How many of the'.se^ are being held by Ghristiaiis, Ifindus and 
Aluhammadans, respc'e t i ve*ly f 


ant 

( / UlimiKhlMlM Trt 
of t lir ( alciitla 
I'oln.-. 


Answer hy the Hon’hle Mr. Kkrr : — 

(a) Six. 

(h) Two are held hy Christians (one ot whom is an Indian), four hy 
Hindus and none hy Muhammadans.” 



Inspector.-^ in 
till* Calcutta 
Police. 


Vacancies in 
1 iiHpcctiMsinps 
nF t lie (Valenti a 
Police 


Proiin)lii)n of 
:5ul)“luspi*ctoi*s 
in till? Calcutta 
Police. 


Questions and Answers. t22ND JanuarV, 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui,-IJaq : — 

LVI. Will the Government be pleased to state what is the total number 
ol Inspeetors in the Galcutta Folice and how many of these are Christians, 
Hindus and Muhammadans, resfiectively ? 


Answer by the IJnn'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

■ 'I'here are thirty-one Inspeetors in the Calcutta Police, fourteen 
I, including one Indian) biniig Chris) ians, fifteen Hindus and two Muham- 
madans-” 


By iIk‘ llon’ble Maiu.vi A. K. Ta/.i, ue-Hai; : — 

LVI I. {a) Since the creation of the posts of Assistant Commissioners, 
• low many posts of I nspectors ha ve fallen vai’ant ? 

(//) Will the Government Im* ] (leased to sCite the names of Sub-Inspec- 
tors who hav(' Iteeii |)if)moted to (ill the vacant lnspectorshi])s, indicating 
in eacli case the grade from whielt the respective Sub-Inspector.^^ were 
promoted 


An.swer bv the Jlon’hle Mr. Kerr : - 

{(t) 'I'welve posts <)f Inspectors have fallen vacant since the ^oth .Vpril, 
1017, when the posts of Assi.stant (^mimissioners were cii'ated. 

{(>) 'I'he following Sub- 1 nspectors ha\e been promoted 1o fill these vaean 
( les ; - 

I- A. ilearne, 1st grade Sub- Inspector. 

2. Bhaba Nath Choudhury. Ist grade Sub-Inspector, 
d. Dinabaiidhu Bhattacharji, 1 st grade Sub-Inspector. 

4. K. Hartley, Ist grade Sub- Inspector. 

Maheiidra Nath Sinha, 1st grade Sub-Inspector. 

(i. Sukumar Baiicrji, Ist grade Sub-Inspector. 

7 Gagan Chandra Mukherji, 1st grade Sub-Inspector. 

K. Abdul Ghafl'ar, 2nd grade Sub-Inspector. 

1). Provas Chandra Roy. 2nd grade Sub-Inspector. 

10. Bon Behari Mukherji, 2nd grade Sub -Inspector. 

11. .\alini Nath Mazumdar, 2nd grade Sub-Inspector. 

riie other post was filled by A. Briggs, an outsider, who was appointed direct 
as Inspector for the Motor Vehicles Department.” 


By the Hon'ble Maiha’i A. K I'AZE-trE-llAQ : — 

L V I II. (a) Since the creation of the posts of Assistant Commissioners, 
liow many Head Constables and clerks have been promoted to the rank of 
Sub-Inspectors, and how many of these are ('hristians, Hindus and Muham- 
madans, re-;[iectively f 



1918.] (c^hiestions a tiff . I >}Sfrrr,*i. 

(/;) Fn the casi* (»f caeli oUki'T tluis proinotccl, ^^ill the 
pleased to state — 


3 !) 

(loxerinneiit he 


(/) tlie iiaiue of i^acJi oliieer ; 

(it) the pay aii(] allowaiiee lie ^^as drawing before, and the pay and 
allowanei‘ he has Ihhmi dra\Ning sinee promotion; 

(///) the leiigtli of st'rviei' <d' eaeh ojlieer at the dati* ot* promotion ; and 

{tr) the educational (jualifieat ions of eaeli f 


Answer by the Hon'ble Krnn ; 


(a) Eight head constables and five clerks (who were prtwiously li -ad 
eonstables) have been promoted U> the rank of Sub Iiispectoi during lla^ 
period in (lucstion. Six of these*, including five* Hindus and one Muham 
Tiiadan, are jiermanent, and 'Cven, all Hiinlus, temporary 

(h) 'flic iuroniintion is iriv(‘.n in (he followin^r slal.t'iiient : - 


A.M> Al.I.nwAN( K-' 



N A M r. 

Ik'foi o 
promotion. 

AfL4‘i 

pi OTlIOt KMI. 

Al , 1 

1 

i.oittfOi of Horvli**' 

«t tlm ilntr of 
proHiolion. 

KiIik nt ioiiAl 
• Itia ifli n< Ion 

1. 

Aslnitosli ilaittii 

/ Vr i/Kifituif 
iP 

20 

fnomftttouH 

Hs. 

! 25 4- 21) 

i 

140 + 20 

r’» 

M 

4 

1 

l> 1 

15 ! 

1 J 111 1 aiM ( 

• > 


20 

125 4-2(5 

1 10 4 20 

ih 

H 

10 1 

K now nl 

Li+rlMh nii'i 

1 n. 


Salatiiat Ho-'Sum (clark) 

r,(. 

125 + 2(1 

1 404 20 

H 

7 

15 

1 I'hit 1 MIX 1*. 

4 

Sa<lln)<» Saiatj MiM'^ir 

20» 

125-4-50 

1 25 4 5 ( ) 

2(* 

10 

23 

K I||)W loiL'i nl 

Kn;jln;li mm* 
10 ii^al 1 . 

5. 

Srisli 1 liaiidrji Kar 

2»1 

1 25 + 7o 

125 4 70 

0 

0 

2M 

l‘5ll 1 MIM 

6. 

Sureudra Natli Banarji 

(clerk). 

00 

125 20 

1 25 4 20 

14 

1 

24 

r A. 



T € in jtnr ary jtroiiiolitnts 






1. 

Mn»i Bahai Duhov 

20 

125 4-20 

j 125 + 20 

2.» 

7 

10 

, Jvnn w <i| 

Ivi^IihIi aril 
rMi,;.';Mli. 

2. 

Alul MfUidnl 

20 

1 25 4 20 

125 4 20 

15 


1 ) 

Dit In 

3. 

Madaii Miihan Chftkra(»Rrtti 
(dork). 

50 

1 25 4- 20 

125 + 20 

13 

1 » 

0 

K 1 1 1 1 a 1 1 > • . 

4. 

Kiinja Lai 

20 

125 4 20 

125 ^ 20 

0 

10 

21 

1 >it(<> 

5. 

Prafulla Ch^ndia Mazmiidar 
(clerk). 

j 40 

i 

125 + 31) 

1 

1 

125 + 20 

’ H 

5 

0 

Ditin 

6. 

Jitendra Natli Chakrahariti | 
(clerk). 

50 j 

125 4-20 

1 25 + 20 

1 1 

1 

11 

1 . A. 

1 

1 

7. 

Paochanan Biswaa 

26 j 

1 

125 + 50 

125+60 

! 11 

1 

1 

7 

24 j 

j Eutrarie^*. 


<»f1icrrH ill tlio 
CalciiltH f’lilicc. 


(Jmsc oC a 

Suli- IiiKpccLor u 
Police. 


Proccilme in 
taillcotiriij, 
in i'oriiiatioii i'oi 
aiiHwci in^ 

( aiuiicil 
(a^MCHtioilH. 


Kxtciitions <»f 
Korxico f<i 
liiMO-expirc<l 
onic«'rH. 


■10 Questions t! nd Answers. [22Nn .Ianuary. 

By tlic Hon’blc Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Ha^ ; — 

]AX. With relVrciue lo the questions Nos. LV to LVIll, will tlir 
Goveinit)eiit be pleased to state, in the ease of eac^h officer, whetiicr be is in 
any way related to officers already in the Calcutta Police and, if so, in what 
way ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ! — • 

None of the officers named in the preceding answers is in any way 
related to any other officer in the Calcutta Police.” 


By the llon’ble Maui.vi A. K. Fazi.-ul-I1aq 

LX. (o) Is it a fact that a Muhammadan Sub-Tnspector has Iteeii 
( discharged from the Calcutta Police force on the ground of reli(jiovs mamu''. 

(b) If so, will the Government lie {)leased to state what the rrlioioii.s 
frif/nin was and in what form it existed ? 


Answer by tlie Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 
“ {a) No. 

(b) The (juestion does not ari.se.” 


By tlie Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui,-Haq : — 

LXI. (a) Will the Government Ix' pleased to state, in detail, tlie 
procedure that is followed in collecting inftirmation for answering intiu'pella- 
tions in Council ? 

(h) In particulai', is any at,teni})t made if) verify statements made by 
officers whose conduct is directly or indirectly called in question or who arc 
called lo defend a certain policy ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. Kerr ; — 

“ The question does not f>erinit of piecise answer and the circumstances 
of inter|)ellations in Council may vary widely. All that can be said is that 
before answering a Council question such means of ascertaining the facts 
is adopted as may seem liest suited to the particular case” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-uu-HAq : — 

LX 1 1, (o) Will the Government be pleased lo state the names of all 

gazetted officers (exce{)t those belonging to the Judicial Hervice) who 
reached the age of year.s, from April, 1912, tf) Detn'inber. 1917? 

(b) Which of these officers w'cre allowed extensions of servit^e and on 
what grounds ? 

(c) Which of them were granted extensions more than once, and how 
many times in each case and on what grounds ? 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 


“ A statement giving the required information is laid on the table.” 



Que,tttons and Anste4Mrs. 
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StafeniPnt rpferred to hi tttr rmsivpr ht/ the Hotitih Mr. Kkrr /n i/Hrs^tv)n 
Xo. hXIl. a.'^ked by tt*p Hon'b/p Maulvi A. K. FAZl.-ri.-H aq at thp 
Council Meetiny of fbr January 19 IS 


OjticerB nf the ExecuOvr Uranch o/ (he 
ProvntctaJ C^vil Ssrvice 

I Bttlnj Tnieah Chuntlra S«m» 
j \|r. A till Krishna Kay 
( ,, K. F. Ainsli*" ... 

,, Maninatha \ath (IhaHh 

I lialiii Svvarnakaiual ('haki al>alti 
; ,, Sarat Ulmmlra Basil 

,, Kiinja Bihan CJhaLarji 

Mr. F. (J. K. FimucJ 

Kui Basunta Knsliiia Baau Bahailui 
I Itui KrisJina Kali MiikUarji Bahailiu 
j Bahii Niharan Chandra (ihatak 
Rajaiii Nath Baaii 
Calit Mohan Fal 
I ,, Kasik Lai Si'ii 

Khan Bahadur A. K M. AImIuh Sovan 
Uai Uaiu Sa«i >11 Bhai taidiarji Bahadiu 

Ml. Doheiidra Nath Mukhciji ... 

Babu Chandra Hckher Kat 
Khan Bahadur AhduH Salem 


Oj^ert of the ProiuytCial Caul Set ou'e 
haldiuy ligtrd fumtie or ^/terial ajijhn/tt fnent» 

Uai Baii^nhiilhai Bauarji Bahudiii 

,, Uan^a Cliaran Chatarji Bahadui 


Whet hei 
exteuttitai 
ua.*^ f^iautetl 
or not. 


Foi what jKiinai (irouiid'on \\ hieh 
extoiiHioii \\ .is extension was 

granted Hi anted 


No 




I No 

••• 1 


1 No 


i 

Ven 

i 

*2 year a a ml 

a half j I nti‘i t'sl'. 0 
' |Hihhe aei 

, No 


1 

No 



Ye^ 

... 2 N ear-^ 

... InteiestH 

piihln' Her 

' VoH 

0 

I>itto 

, Yes 

1 yeai 

... : 1 )iLf 0 

1 Yes 

d veaiH 

l>iMo 

' Yes 

0 

l>ilto. 

No 

... 

1 

1 

Yes 

... d N eai - 

... 1 Inteieats 

1 luildn Hei 

Yes 

... 2 

Ditto 

Yes 

... 1 yi'ur and 1 

teen day^ 

He vt n ' 1 )it t 0 

1 

Yt's 

... 2 > eai s 

Ditto 

No 



: No 



Yes 

d \ eai n 

... 1 1 iitei ealH 1 
pilhlit sei 

Yefc 

... 2 yeai h and 

a hull Dit 1 0 


( Officer t of ihf Jndtau a?td the P rovtncuil 
Pidice Sernrea. 


00 

Mr. F. K. Kemp ... 

No 

... 

2d 

,, (L W. Cox 

No 


24 

\V. "r . Moore ... 

No 


i*r> 

Major 11. Chnmney. o.m 

Yen 

2 \ e.il s 

2ti 

Balui Crinndru Charnira Mnkliaiji 

.No 


27 

Uai Sahih Nuiida Kninai I^umu ... 

No 

... 

2H 

,, Ananf^a Mohan Mnkhaiji 

Yen 

.‘i reals 


' Bahii (ia^an Chandra Has 

Yen 

0 

do 

,, Keahah T,al fJuha 

Yi - 

1 real 


Oarers of the Jail Department . 



di 

Mr. M. S. EiiierrtOii 

No 

... 

d2 

Lieiit. Col. W. .J. Bindianaii, i .i.K 

Yen 

From 1 




* to 4 :v 


Afiacellaneoua Officers. 

1 


dd 

Mr. J. S. W. Yonne;-Crai^, Kegiatrui, Benifal 

.No 

... 


Secretariat. 



d4 

Uai Sahih Jogcndra Natii Kay, Uegistrar, 

Yen 

\ \ ear 


Bengal Secretaiiat. 

1 

1 

d5 

( Btthu Aniiadu Charan S«*n, K-'^inlrfir, I'engal 

No 

... J 


j Secretariat. 


- 

dr, 

1 Kai Sahib Oyanendra Nath Mitiu, Kegntrar, 

Yen 

.... 1 ViVAl 


j Bengal Secretariat. 



37 

I Mr. L. J. D’Santfwi, Kegiitrar^ Bengal S<‘cre- 

No 

... 


tariat. 

* 

1 



Interests «»1' the 
|M|lih* S*T\ l'‘H 


ul tir 
jillhlu H*M V|( < 

Illtto 

1 


Interent* oi li 
puhin H.ervie'*. 


IliterCMts til 

Ijilhlif' i*erv<ee 
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Questtons and Anstv^rs. 


[22nd JanuarV, 




Whether 

For what period 

Ground on which 

No. 

Namk. 

extension 
was granted 

extension was 
grunted. 

extension was 
granted. 



or not. 


' 

M tAcellamous OJficera — comKl. 





Kai Uajeridrft Chandra Sastri Bahadur, 

Yea 

3 years one 

Interests of the 


Bengali TruuHlator to ( lOverniiient. 


month and IG 
days. 

puhlic service. 

39 

Mr. (1. Girard, i.s.o., Collector of Incinne- 

Yes 

4 years 

Ditto* 


tax, Calcutta. 



40 

Bahu PraBauriu Kuiiiur Bauerji, SiipcrinltMid- 

Yea 

1 year 

Ditto. 


ent of Excise and Salt. 




41 

Mr. J. A. E. Biirrop, i.s.o. ^ AHHistaut Colh*c- 

Yes 

4 years 

Ditto. 


tor of CuHtoniH, Calcutta. 


1 



1 ()(fiverR (if the lifyUtration Department. 




4‘2 

j Tlu* Ilon’hlr Uai Pi lya Nath Miikharji 

Yea 

3 yeaiH 

Interests pf the 


Bahadui , I.s.o. 



pnhlic service 

4:\ 

1 Uai Kripu Nath DalLa Bahadui 

Yen 

•2 „ 

Ditto. 

44 

Khan Sahili Alalul Wall 

Yea 

4 inoiitha and 2 

On peisonal 




days. 

grounds. 

4r> 

Uai Saliiii Uaiii Jadav Maitra 

Yea 

2 years 

Interests of the 




j)uhlic W-TVioy. 

4 Cl 

Balui Aiiauda (hj})al Miikliarji ... 

Yea 

1 yeai 

Ditto. 

47 

,, Paiesh Cdiaiidra Datta 

Yea 

2 years 

On jicrsonal 





gi ounds 

4H 

,, Akshay Kumar GIiohIi 

Yes 


Foi tlic interests 




of the puhlic 
service and »)n 
personal grounds. 


4 9 

,, AhiuaHh Chaiidi a Mitia 

Yea 

4 }cai8 1 montli 

Interests of the 


* 


and 2G days 

public sm viee 

.0(1 

,, Piamatha Natii Uay 

Yea 

2 years 

Ditto 

r>i 

Uai Sahil) ''I’ai a Pada Gliose ... ... 

Yes 

3 „ 

Ditto, 

rrj 

Khan Saliih Sattai Baksh 

Yea 

1 year 

Ditto. 

r,A 

liahu d’arak Nath Biswas 

Yea 

1 ,, 

Ditto. 

i>4 

Khan Bahadui Sahih Aulad Hasan 

No 

1 


55 

Manlvi UuHid-un Nahi 

No 

1 



Olffieer» tf the FuhUc and Marine 





Deparlvients. 




5G 

Uai Baliadur Annada Prosad 8ai ker 

No 



57 

Mr. B. K Finnimore 

No 



58 

,, I ). U (J . Tunihidl 

Yes 

2 yoara and 18 

Interests of the 




days. 

puhlic seivicC. 

59 

„ 11. 11. Green ... 

No 



CiO 

„ W. M. llalloran 

Yes 

2 years 

1 Interests of tlie 




1 puhlic service. 

C.l 

1 Bahu Malu'iidra Nath (Hioho ... ... 1 

Yea 

1 year 

Ditto. 

02 

Uao Sahih Pandit Matadin Sukul 

No 



03 

Ml. L F. G Sin\ th 

Yea 

3 yeais 

1 Interests of the 


1 



1 public service. 

04 

' „ C.G. Stock 

No 


I 

05 

,, (i UolK'ltSOH 

No 


1 


(>ficer» (tf the Kdui'ation Jdepartmeyit. 




00 

1 Mr. G. W. Ki’ichlei, c.i.E. 

Yes 

4 months 

Interests of the 





puhlic service. 

07 

,, Pham BhuHliao Mukharji ... 

No 



^ 

OH 

1 Professor Sir Jagadinh Chumlia Bose. KT., 

Yea 

2 years 

Interests of the 


0.8 J., LM.E. 



public servici*. 

09 

Mr. 11. U. Jame.s 

No 



70 

Ur. Pra]ihnlla Chandra Hoy, c.i.k 

No. 



71 

Mr. B. W. Byeiy ... 

Y^es 

5 years 2 months 

Iiiterysts of the 



and 7 days. 

public servict'. 

72 

Uui Sahih Ishan Chandra Ghoae ... 

Ye» 

7 months and 1 

Ditto. 




day. 


73 

Sham.s“ul-Ulama Al»dul Haq HAqquani 

Yes 

2 years 5 months 

Ditto. 




and 9 days. 

* 

74 

S)tains^ihUlaina Mafti Moluimiiiad Abdulla 

Yes 

1 year 

Dittow 


^ Tonki 




7j5 

Bat^U liraja Ballav Uutta 

No 
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Questions and ^insnvfs. 


13 



1 Namk. 

Whrthcr 
j oxteiiHioii 

j 

i For \\ hat pc 

No 

wan p:r.intrd 

♦ •XtfllHlOll u 


1 

< n f the ICducation Department — 
concluded 

1 or not. 

grai'tiMl. 

76 

lOn llahadnr Hnaainny Mitra 

Yes 

2 \ eai-R 

77 ' 

111- Diama Ahdui Muiinii 

Yea 

1 \ ear 

7ft 

Oahu Ka] Mohan S<‘ii 

^'eR 

4 veatH 

79 

,, (diaiidni UhuHan filiaduri 

N«* 



80 

Bidni Hnijn Jiul Mukhurji 

Yok 

1 \*at 

HI 

,, l*arc8h Nath S« u 

Yen 

h veniM 

H2 

Phani BhiiHan Ba*^!! 

Yea 

I 2 ‘ „ 

H3 

,, Bi«wc.^\\ai Son 

Yt‘H 

2 ., 

Hi 

,, llanuidnt Narnyan Chiakrahatti 

N o 

i 

h5 

Uakhal Das Chakrahatti ... 

No 


86 

,, Sripati Mukharji 

No 


87 

,, (h)pal Chaiidrn Sai kar 

Yea 

, d \eaiH 

88 ! 

Aliliay (Jliarati Dwh 

Yen 

1 1 year 

8U 1 

! ,, Haraii ('handra Dna (Jupfa 

Yen 

1 2 yearw 

hO 1 

Kaahi Bhusaii Sen 

Yea 

1 >M*ai 

01 ! 

JiliRH Lena Soiahji 

1 YeH 

1 


■-Vi 

(tjfu'cnt o f the MedicaJ Depar imeni 

1 

i 

‘.f2 

1 )r, U. S. AhIic 

! Yes 

1 

i 

1 4 \ ears 

1 


„ , VL L. WuftH ... ... ... j 

1 

Yes 

1 

\'i .. 

04 

liabu Niirntaii Adhikari ... ... 

No 


Oo 

,, Knljirod C'handra Bay ... ... | 

No 

i 

HO 

Koi Dina Nath Sunyal Bahadur ... | 

Yea 

, n ^ eai H 

i»7 

Balm ( laiiCRh Cliaialra Mitra 

^’e.H 

j ‘2 

‘.18 

Uai Cliuni fial Bhru Baliatiur 

YeH 

2 

‘dll 

,, Anaiida Lai Bone Bahadur ... 

Yen 

1 2 !! 

100 

(fOp/d Chainlra Mukliarji Bahadur 
,, Solid* UiriHli Chandra Bapjedd 

No 


101 

Yen 

! d yonrR 

102 

Bahu (io[>aI Chandra Mukliarji ... j 

N(* 

1 


1 ( iroutid which 

t'XtfUHJOIl WrtK 

granted 


1 


I 1 itfeioats »>f I Im> 

! pnitlic H»*i viri' 

' Ditt») 


lllt«lfKtK ot tllr 
pilhlit' SCI v icr. 

I h(t<i 
I >it t (> 

I )it ( () 


I InlniHtH of iho 
pnhlic 
Dillo 
I 

I >it to. 


IntoroHln of the 
piihlio Morv n o. 
iMtto. 


liitoroKtH of tlu* 
puhl O' Ho> vicr. 
Ditto 
Ditto. 

1 >iMo 


IntlTCHlK of tlM‘ 
pwf*Iif mTvifc. 


By t!io Hon'blc Matti.vi A. K. I'A/.L-tfi.-llAy ; — 

LXIII. Will the Government In* pleased to state the total number f>f 
Muhammadan students in — 

(*) sc1r>o1s teaching up to Matriculation, and 

(ii) colleges (Arts, Medical, Law and Technical), in the I’residency 
on the 31st December, 1917 ? 


Answer liy the Hon'ble Mr. O'Mali.kn : — 

A statement is laid on the table showing the number of Muhammadan 
students in colleges and high schools on 31st March, 1917. Government are 
not prepared to make the special enquiries which would be necessary in twder 
to-asc^rtain the number os the 31st Uebember, 1917.” 


Niinilxjr of 
M Ilham mnclaii 
atudimta m 
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Questions and Anstmrs. 


[22ni) .Tantiary, 


ExpoudituK) on 

Muiiatinnndati 

f'diication. 


liitcruHt on 
inventineiits Ity 
Muhamiimdanfi. 


W Aitin^^- 100108 
for Bnropoaii 

pAflsengcra at 
Daooa. 


Stale meat referred to i)i the answer bt/ the Hundjle Mr. O’ M ALLEY to gties- 
lion No. LXIII {nnstarred) asked by the HorCble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-UL- 
Haq at the Council meeting of tJie 22nd Janii^r;/, 19] 8, showing total 
number of Muhammadan sttidents in (I) High Schools and (2) Colleges 
on the 8 1st March. 1917. 


CIaH8 of iiMilitution 

No. of ICubammaditn 
■tmlenta on 31«t 

Ool leges — Art s 


March, 1917 

1,639 

Medical 

... 

33 

Law 


207 

Techiiica 

1 ( Bng 

iiieering) 14 


Total 

1,893 

High Hcliools 

... 

... 45,219 


« By tin; Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui--Haq : — 

LXIV. Will the Government be pleased to state the total expenditure 
on schemes solely in furtherance of Muhammadan education, since the out- 
break of the war up to the 31st December, 1917? 


Answer by the llon’ble Mr. O'Malley - 

“ The total expenditure from 1st April, 1914, to 31st March, 1917. 
amounted to Rs. 11,87,294, excluding certain expenditure on maktabs and 
Koran schools, for which there are no separate accounts. Statistics of the 
expenditure from 1st April, 1914, to 4th August, 1914, and from 1st April, 
1917, to 31st December, 1917, are not available.” 


By the llon'ble MAifLVi A. Iv. Fazl-ul-Haq ; — 

LXV. Will the Government be plea-cd to state the average amount 
of money which lapsed to Government during 1912 — 17 in consequence of tlu' 
refusal of Muhammadan investors to take interest on loans or desposits, 
owing to religious scru])les? 


Answer by the llon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

Government do not jiossess the information, and are not prepared to 
initiate the elalxirate inquiries which would be necessary to obtain it.” 

By tlie flon'ble Maulvi A. R. Kazl-ul-Haq ; — 

LXVI. Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons which 
have led Government to construct first and second class waiting-rooms at 
Dacca railway station for European passengers only ? 


Answer Iw the Hon’ble Mr. C’owlky ; — 

From the information received by Government it appears that n<) 
waiting-rooms have been specially constructed for European passengers only, 
at tlie Dacca railway station. The facts are as follows: — ’ 

There are two upper {i.e., 1st and 2nd) class waiting-rooms at Dacca. 
One of these forms part of the station building, ^nd is reserved for first and 
second class, passengers. The second, which is detached from th^ 8.tatiion 
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building, liears n iiulicv InyAVil insrribod Kst and 2nd cla^s u ailing r<H>!n- 
Kuropcan^ This was not built as a waiting-r<K)ni (or Kiiropeaiis. hut 

was originally an office, and was ^ubs('qnenl!y convei tcd intc) a wnititig 
iWTU. The Railway authorities have now <lecided to reser\o this roian a^ a 
waiting-r(x>in for all 1st and 2nd class ]>asscngors and that ii) the station 
buihling as a waiting-room for Ist and 2nd class lady passengers.’* 


By the IJoirble Bahc Akhii. (’iiandim Datta : — 

LXVII. (n) Will the Government be pleased to stati' under what Act 
or R<‘gulation Balm Jyotish (’handra (Ihosli has been confimnl in jail ^ 

(h) Was any formal charge brought against him befoie tlu* <n*<U'rs were 
f)assed, and was he f)rovided with a eop\ of the charge togc'tIuM* with a 
stateTuent of the evidenct^ addiu‘(*d against hin) 

(r) Was he given an opportunitv to (xculpate himstdt tnmi tla^ chaVgi' 
by rebutting tlu‘ evidence, if anv, addiuis! against him 

(d) Was the advice of a Judge or Judge's take'M befoie* sucli (u-rlci's wciv 
passed against him ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate* of lleH)ghly expresse*el him- 
-edf as satisfied with the f*onduct e)f Bnbu Jyeitish Ghandra (Ihosh? 

'/) Is it aDo a faeJ that the' thi'ii District Magistrate e)f Tleioghly t(‘sli 
lied to the innoc'ence e)f Babu Jyettisli Ghanelia (iheish after he was aii’- ste'd, 
and trie'el to convince the e)ffic(‘r in ('liaige' e>f internments e,^)n this point '' 


Answer by the* llenTbU' Mn. Ki:ni< — 

(a) Bengal Ri'gulation 111 oj* IKIH 

(5), (r) and (d) .Tyotisli Ghandia (llieish was rxamineel ein the* ehaige-- 
against him and given an opj)e)rtunity e)f explaining llM*m, hc' wieite himse'lf 
on the record of the* e-xainination that he* did not wish tei adel anything to 
w’hat he had said. Tie was neit provielc'e] with a e*e)pv e)f tic* ' harge* toge‘thor 
wdth a statement of the ^'vidence adduccel against him. The' case was plae'ce! 
I)efe)n* a Judge in the usual way. 

(r) and {/) On l( 3 arning of the arrest e>f Jyotish Ghanelra (Jmsh the 
District Magistiate erf Herejghly wierte ter inepiin the reai.'-ems ai.J slated that 
he hclioveel Jyotish had been straight for the past 20 n ernths din ing w'hi(*h 
he^ had been acquainted with him. Uh' District Magistrate was niter acd 
cf the case against Jyotish Ghosh it is oerl a fact that he testified to liD 
innoeence or tried to convince the' erflicer in e harge* erf intf^rnme*nts on tliis 
point.*’ 


By the Hon’hle Babu Akhil Chandha Datta 

LXVIII. (a) Will the GoverniiK'nl Iv* ph'ased ter -fato the <hitc 
which the orders of confinement in jail were' passed against Bahii Jyotish 
C^handra Ghosh? 

{b) Will the Government he plcaseel br state the irlaee's at whii li anel the' 
periods for which he was successively kept in confinenu'nt Inrm the date* o( 
his arrest till the date the errders of detention or confinement were passed on 
him ? 

r (c) What were the successive places at which and the periods for which 
was kept in confinement after such orders were passed ? * 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ '(«), {(>) un<l {c) Jyotish Chandra Ghosh was arrested arid cH)mmitted to 
the Hooghly Jail on 3rd January. 1917. He was transferred to the Presi- 
dency Jail on the 16th January. He was transferred as a State 
, prisoner U) the Rajshahi Jail on the 3rd February , from tlienee he was 
transferred to the Bei hani{>ore Jail on the 29th April, and to the Berhariipore 
Lunatic Asylum on the 7th August, 1917 ” 

By the Hoji’ble Baud Akhil ('handra Datta : 

J.XIX. {d) Is it a fact that the health of Babu Jyotish ('haiidra Ghosh 
broke down within a few weeks after his arrest ? 

{h) If so, what wer<' the catises of this sudden breakdown of his health I 

(c) Ts if, a fiwi that Balm Jyotish Chandra Ghosh has been suffering from 

continued illness for the past few months and that his condition at one time 
wag very critical ? . 

(d) What has been the cause or cause's and the' nature e>f his continueel 
illness ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Babu Jyeetish Chanelra Ghe)sh has eleve'le^pcd symptoms 
of insanity ? 

(/) If so, will the Gewernment be please'd 1e> state when he first shenveel 
«igns of insanity? 

((f) Have' tlie' Getvernnie'nt aseertained the' cause's eef the* develeepmeiit of 
such symptoms of insanity ? If see, will (he Gewernment be ])leaseef to state 
them ? 

(k) Will the Govei ninent be plcaseel to state the presenit cemdition eef his 
health ? 

Answer by the Ilon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

(d), (h), (c), ((/■), (c), (f) (a) anel (/>) She)rtly after his transfer to Raj- 
sitahi it was rcpoited that Jye»tish ('handra Ghosh showed signs of melan- 
cholia. lie was kept uneler e'a refill eehse-i vatiem . em the 2nd A})i il he was exani- 
ineel by Major Peebles, i.m.s., the Super interuh'nt of the Borhampeere Lunatic 
Asylum, who reporte^d that in liis opinieni Jyeetish Oheesli Avas malingering, but, 
might possibly lapse inU) a state of n'al insaniti . The State prisoner was 
therefore moved to the Berhamjmre Jail, so that he might continue under the 
clo.ser observation of Major Peebles. On the 17th June he was examined 
by a Medical Board consist ing of Colonel Deare and Major Peebles; the 
opinion of each of these officers was that he was feigning insanity, and they 
iceommemled that he should b*' imwed to the Asylum where his ease could Ix' 
more scientifically investigated. .After further observation Major Peebles 
ri'imrted on 26th September that in his o|)inion Jyotish Chandra Ghosh was 
feigning insanity, hut there was a noticeable improvement in his liodily and 
mental condition since his transfer to the Asylum, The last report regarding 
the health of the State pri,soner states that he is mentally the same but his 
physical condition is satisfactory.” 


By the Hon’ble Bahu .Akiiii, Chandra Dati a ; — 

LXX. ((() Is it a fact that the nature of the ailment® of Babu 
Jyofi'h (^handra Ghosh w;is not disclosed to his relatives? 

(/>) If so, wdll the Govc'inmont lie pleased to state the reasons for with- 
holding such information? 


.Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

'St 

^ ^ 

(d) and (b) The relatives of the State prisoner were informed of the 

('ondition of health of the State prisoner and perrai^i^fc ^as given to them 
tp see him once a month.” » 
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By the Hon’Me Babu Akhii, (^handra Datta : 

LXXl. (a) Is it a that Babu Jyotisli ('haiulia Uliosli has Oiwe-of 

been coniiiied in a solitary coll ^ H so, lor wliat r)crio<l ha * ho boon so oiiuiiJn 

confined ? oiionh. ^ 

{b) Is it a fact that the mother of Babu Jvotish riuindra (Uiosh fias 
repc^atedly cjomplainod of her son’s dotontion in a solitary (‘oll ^ 

(<' ) AVill tlie (lOViU'iimcnt be [)leasc‘d to state tor wliat purpose and undri* 
what law he has lieen kept so conlmed ? . ‘ 


Answer by the Hon’bl<* Mr. Kkkr : — 

and (r) dyotish (’handiii (Ihosli was accoinicodated in a sepa- 
rate cell in the Rajshahi dail till tlie end of March aftm* wliich he slianal 
a ct‘11 with anothei' State pris<»nei* ’’ 


By the II(>n'l)l(‘ Babu Akhil (’hanoha Dxti a ; 

LWIl. {a) Is it a fact that the ( JoveriiTuent have informed the Ouri of jyotiHi. 
mother of Babu Jyotish ("liandra (ihosh tliat a thorough .and impartial OiminJHiijiiotoii. 
in(juiry by a proper authority was made into the health of lier son ? - ^ 

(b) Will tlu‘ (iovernnuMit be pleased to state the n‘sult oi this inquiry ? 

(c) Will tla^ (lovernment 1 h‘ pleased to state u ho (‘ondiu ted tia* impiiry 
and wliat stejis hav(‘ Ihmmi taktui as tht‘ result f>f this imjiiirv '' 


Ausw(‘r l)y the Hon’ble Mk Kcur - 
‘‘ (a) Yes 

(b) and (c) Idle Hon ble Member is ndiu-rcMl to the answ(*r givcai to 
qu(‘stion No. LXIX.’^ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akiitl (biANORA Datia : — 

LXXIII. (f/) Is it a fact that the (Jovernmeiit liave saiK‘tioned Rs. rk"> Cam .a 
as maiiiUmaJice allowanct* for th(‘ family of Balm Jyolish (‘handra (ihosh J>oiim 1 . j;iiai»(lra 

• ^ O riOrili „ 

(b) Are tbe Government aware that the family of Balm .Tyotisli Ghandja ' 

(Ihosn is a respectable one, that it consists of his widowtal rnotlier, wi<]owed 
sister, and wife and his brotlier and several children, and that it was (‘iitirely - 
dependent upon his income, w hich at the time of hi.s arrest was al>out Rs. Itio, 
including his salary and remuneration from private tuition? 

(c) Are the Government considering tin* desiraf)ility of (‘nhancing the 
niaiutenauce allowance at }>rescnt paid for the family fjf Babu Jyotish 
Chandra Ohosh ? 


Aijsw^er by the Hon ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a), (h) and (a) After inquiry by the local authorities an allowamv of • 
Re. 35 a month was sanctioned for the maintenance of the followfhg 
dependents: — Widowed mother, widowed sister, widowed sister in-law and ' 
a niece aged 9. On 1?Kfi information tefore them Government dws luit propos<‘ 
to enhance this allowance.'' 
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By the Hoii'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

LX^J^iV. Are the Government considering the desirability of releasin 
Babu Jyotisl) Chandra Ghosh, on account of his health, or, in the alternativi 
of allowing him to live with his mother under proper surveillance and sue 
conditions as the Government may think proper? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

■ As matters at present stand, the answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

LXXV. (a) Is it a fact that (Utenv Babu Nagendra Kumar (luh: 
Ray was removed in May last to Kalchini in the district ol Jalpaiguri fron 
Pukurdia in the district of Noakhali, when* he was domiciled in the house o 
his grandmother ? 

{h) Is it a fact that Kalchini is considered to be one of the most nnhealth} 
places in Bengal and notorious for its bad climate? 

(c) Are the Government aw'are that the said dftfnu is th(‘ author o 
si'veral Bmigali books'^ 


Answer by the ITon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“(a) Yes. 

{h) No. 

(r) Yes.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

LXXVI. («) Js it a fact that the hut provided for Babu Nagendr 
Kumar Guha at Kalchini is so low that a person has to l^end down his heai 
while entering it and that it has no window ? 

(/>) Ts it also a fact that the plinth of the hut is only half a cubit high 
-and that it is situated on marshy land ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that the detenu is not furnished with a bedstead bu 
has to lie on a bamboo machan ? 

. {d) Is it a fact tliat there is no latrine attached to the hut? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ («), {b), (c) and {d) Nagendra Kumar Guha Ray is accommodated ii 
a hut which had been previously used by another detenu without any com 
jilaints and is similar to those provided for other dHenus in the district. Th 
plinth is 18 inches high, as during the rains the surrounding land is some 
times flooded. The dHenn complained that the bamboo posts at the doo 
were low, necessitating bending the-iiead on. entrance, and that there were ni 
‘windows; he was told that there is "ho objection to his making a window i 
he desires one. There is no latrine, as these are not usual in Jhat part o 
the country. A bamboo machan has been furnished to him, as. to the othe 
dHenus in the district” *’■ 
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J^XXVJJ. (</) Js it ;i i'iwi that Jiahii Nagriidra Kinnarliuha lliiy suh 
initted a |»clili(>ii in 4uly last (n tlu* Achlilional St'civtary. Political De'part 
niont, in which lu' asked that In' inij^ht h.‘ inU>r’au'd ot the I'cason ot his 
removal and the information and !('i>ort, if any, uj>on whii'h the ordf'r of 
transfer was bastnl, and tnrthei' piayed that he ini^ht he t^ivi'n an oppoi' 
tunitv to explain, and to dispioxc* tla^ alU'j^at ions whii'h were made ajjcaittst 
him?'' 

(/>) What w(Me the orders passt‘d on t lu' -aid pi t it ion ^ 

(r) Is it a fact that thi' said dvtiim suhinitti'd a memorial, dated the 
2ath l)('(*iMnher, 11)10, t-o the Additiiiiial Secret a i‘\. Political 1 )(‘pa rt mcnl , 
through the Su)>erint(‘ndent of Police, Noakhali, in which he complaiiunl 
iliat he had not been gi\en any idea a- to tin* alh'gations or chaigi's made 
against him ami that no cwplanation wa-^ ask<‘<l l*oi' fi'om him in ;iny form 
whatsoever? 

{(() Wa- ally charge fornndated against the said ditmu after thi' 
a loremi'iit ioned nu'inoi'ial was submitted^ 

(V) If so, was h(‘ gi\t‘n any opportunity to nii'id and answi'i- the same ^ 


Answer by the lloiride Mn Ivi.nn •- 
{(t) Yes 

(/>) A re|>ly to tii(‘ |»etitioii was ciit to him on the Oth August , 

no didinite riderence waas madi' in t hr r(‘|)ly io 1 hi' portion ol“ tin* petition 
|■('ferr(‘d to as the transfm* was not niadt* in con aapimici* id* apy fresh icporl 
' 'f allegat ions. 

(e), (i/) and (c) The ^iihmitted a mcm<)ria I, dati'd ihe^ath I )('cem 

her, IhK), in which h(‘ asin'd to he prodmc'd hdorr a rliidu ial olliem* oti th(' 
ground that, I'xeept fin his ('xamination h\ ni Assidant Sn j>erint(‘ndrnl id* 
i’oliei', h(' had had no opjiort unit v of dis)no\'ing tlii^ charges It was ascer 
taiiied that all the charges were commun ica t (*d to him hy t hi' lN)licc tllii'cr, 
and the recorded staliniicnt of t h(‘ (h'-irnii show ^ that hi' was in fact awari' 
oi th(' charges. No I’nrther eharg}‘-, theieforr were pul to him’’ 


By th(' llon'hlo JiAiir Akhil (’tiaxdua J)Ai”rA ; — 

LXXVIJL (^/) Is it a fact that Bahu Nagciiiba Kumar (iuha Ray 
eomj)lained in a petition that hi- allowan *e of Rs 20 was i nsullii ient , hut 
ais prayer for increment has been refusi'd ^ 

(/>) Are the (iovernment awarr that living i- vt'iy diair in Kalehini ? 

(e) Is it a fact that his piayer that he may he allowi'd to snhserihe to 

the daily and weekly new^spaf>els has heeii ^■(‘fnsed hv thi' Snperi nt^mlent of 

Rolicc?’ ^ . 

(</) Is it a fact that he complained about this matter also in his petition 

I'd July last to the Additional Secretary, hut that he liaB not yi t been given 

permission to suhserihe to a.ny daily ot- weekly ncws)>aj)Cr? 


Answer by the TTondde Mu Kkkk . - 

(«) The detrm/ (omplained in his p tition of Kith July that the allow- 
"iJice of Rs. 20 w%as insuOieiimt ; in re|>ly hr was informed that any repre- 
sentation v^hich he had to make al>out the inert^ase of allowanct* should be 
^ade to the Dofiuty Commissioner of Jalpaiguri. 
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{h) (jioveriiiiicnt an* inforniod that Kalchini is not a specially expensive 
place. 

(e) and {d) An or(l(*r to tlii> cdlVct was given by the District authori 
ties: they have since been infortned that ordinarily there is no objection to 
a drf('nv leeeiving ncvvsj)apers, snbjet*t t ) the usual censorship as in the 
ease ot eorre.sj)ondence.’' 

By tlje lloirble Haiui Akiiil Chandra Datta ; — 

LXXiX. {<() Is it a laet iliat. shortly before the internnient of Babu 
Nagendra Kumar (iuha llav, Mr W. S. Adie, District Magistral' of Noak- 
Indi, gave him a eertifieatt* to t he efieet that — 

(') his eltaraeter an as xmt gr)t)d ; 

(vv) he had been a very asc'ful m('mh m* <)f soeit'ly, and 
{in) he had been doing many works of ]>iiblie utility? 

(h) Is it aCo a fael. tliat the Divisional (!ommissioner, Mr. K. C. Dt\ 
eerli(i(‘d that h(' was (‘onvinei'd — 

(v) that th(* d(dnni was not an anarchist, and 

that he was not inimieally disj)osed towards tlie British (loNcrn 
ment ? 


\nswer Iw tlu* Ifou'ble Mr. Kkrr : - 

“ {a) and {!>) Yes, bnt li'om the inl’ormation in the ])oss('ssion ol (Jovm’ii- 
rnenl they wine not satisfied that these testimonials had betm given on a 
eoi’n'ct a]>preeiat ion of tlu' whole facds '" 


J|y th(' floThbU' Bauu Akihl Chandra Datta : — 

lAXX. All' the (loveiaiment eon >idering the desirability of releas 
ing liabu Nagendra Knmar (iuha Bay on a })r()])er security btung furnishc! 
for his good beliaviour, or of rt' transferring him to Pukurdia? 


Answei’ by the iron’ldt* Mr. Ki'.ur • 

‘‘ The answer is in tin* negative.’' 

By thelloirble Bai Mahendha Chandra Mttha Bahadur 

LXXXI. Will the (iovernment b* pleased to lay on the table a state 
ment showing when Cnion (’ommittees in the Burdwan . PresidencN 

Divisions Avorc last inspected by the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner of the 
Division or the Civil Surgeon ? 


Answer by tlie lion l>li' Mr. O Mauley : — 

“ Tlu* dates of the la>;t inspections arc as follows: — . 


Dejmty Sanitary Commissioner, Burdwan Circle ... 14-9-17 

Dcjuity Sanitary (Vnnmissioner, Presidency (^iide ... 21-3-17 

Cavil Surgeon, Birbhum ... •• ••• 28-12-17 

Civil Surgeon. Khulna ••• ••• 13-1-18 

Civil Surgeon Bankura ... ••• 11-1-18 

Civil Surgeon, Midnapore ... •• ••• 15-3-17 , 

Civil Surgeon, Jessore ... • 3-12-17 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 


the BENGAL TENANCY AMENDMENT^ BILL. 1917. 

LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 3. 

T\io H()n’l>l<* Mh- (Utmmini} niovtnl t hat (lu‘ 'l\‘iiaiu‘V ( Anit’iidiniMit ) 

liill 1917, ainoiided l)y the (\)iin(dl on the ISth I m i', 1917, Im‘ taktoi 
into consitltiral ion. 


I lo said : — 

“ Sir, th(‘ motion wliicdi stands in my nanu‘ is a piiroly Formal (»nr ; hut it 
is ro(|nired in \'i(‘W (d tin' clrciimstancos nmh r wlin li i In' discussion ol the 
Ihmu-al 'renanoy (Annmdmcnt') Hill was post poin;d at. l he last meet ini'- ol t in* 
('onnell. I desire Formally t(j move that, t he lienual d\‘iiain*\ \ A nn'inlmeiit.') 
ihll, 1 9 1 7, as ann*nd(Ml hy the ( !onneil (►!’ t he ISth Peeeiiiher. Iltl7, he taken 
into (*onsid(M*ation - 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 4. 

ddie IIond)h‘ Hahn Hrajimdia Kishor Kay ( dia nd hnii , u it li tin* leave 
oF tln^ President, withdrc'vv the Following' motion whieh sIo.mI in his name, 
and whi(*h was l)y vvaj" oF annmdment to t ln‘ Ihm hh' Mr. taimmin/LTs 
mot ion : — 

That t In^ Ih'iijU^al d\maney (Anumdineait) Ihll. liM7, as anieinled 1>\ tin* 
(’oiineil on the 18th Deeemher P917, he n‘eommilt<* I to tin* Seh-et t’omimttee 
tor iurtJier (*onsi<le I’atioiu 

LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 5- 

ddn^ llon’hle KuMAli Stint Sii kk ii Aiocsw a i: 1 {a^ moved h\ wa> ol ami'inl" 
iiHMit to tin; Ilon’lde Mi'. (diminino*'s motion that the lien^al lt'nane>' 
mend ment) Hill, 1 9 1 7, as [immnh-d hy t he < ’on mil < »n the ISth l)e(‘emht‘r, 
1917, he rtHMunmil.ttaJ t () t he Stdeet (’ommitt(*e, with i n st i net ions t o mak(* sneh 
addilions and alterations in smd ions 1911 and I9d as will sale-nar<l the. 
intertvsts oF t In; landhold(;r as well as ol the tenant, witiiont making i‘>iy 
un inna^ssary eneroachments on the vested rights ol eithei ol them. 

lie said : — 

•* it IS mother in a spirit- ol oj>p<>sit ion t<> the Hill noi* wit h an\ inten~ 

t ion oC easting a rc*floction on tin* nn'inhers ol the Select (-ommit-tei' that 1 
havi* moNO'd this motion. In fact I was the liist man in the (-onned who 
w'eleonn;d tln^ moasure wlien it was first intiodnee<l liere and no om> is mou* 
grateFul to the Srdt^ct Oommittt^e than I tor t he hononiahle (roinpiomise t hat it 
(;ll’eeted in tln 3 Hill bed-weon the (;xti*em<‘ t ovil Ser\ lee v ie w’S and t in' hom»nr »l 
the Hengal zaniiinlars. Hut, as a mtonher ol this < ouinol. I have* <*';rt.am duties 
To pt'rforin, and what 1 consider to Ix' the ehiel amoimst t-h(Un, is t his, t hat,^ 
to ihe Ijest of my ability, 1 sliouhl laithiully inlerju'ci tin* pnldn* t'> tin* («ov- 
ernment as well as the Governmenl to the puhJie. Ihe Hill in question 
undoubtedly prof)08es serious iiiterfeiamces wotli t in* rights e*n Joyed hy tin* 
nainUord^i as well as by their aboriginal tenants, and naturally t here is a 
^strong feeding against the Hill amongst tin* inl<*rc*sted pemjde. Hut tin* vei.\ 
noble and humane motive t hat tln^ b'gislat.ure has in voew, namely, ol saving 
;Hhe thriftless but simple aboriginals from falling an <*aHy arnl In lpless pr(*y to 
; ill-intentioned neighbours, usurious money-lemh rs and unsei npn ions zamm- 
idars^ has also made it imperative that some ol the rigliis so long -eiijoy(*d >> 
^^the zamindars and by the aboriginals themselves shonld he curtiaihxl to a 
.jCtntain extent, and so, whenever this curtailment oF ihej'r rights has leen 
Sound necessary, I have given my whole-dieartod suf)]Mji*t and tried iny best, >> 
Jmy utterances in this Council and elsewhenq t<i sllay tin? antagonistu* it tuing 
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that J found to f^xiist ui^ainsi- this nimsurc. Hui, a^ain, tli(U’(‘ an^ (au’tainly hoiik^ 
|)roviHionH in this IVill vvJiich nsdly inak(‘ n nn(‘0('ssai-y oiuo’oaclinHuits on 
oin* ri^‘lit,s and ri'^ardin^ \vhi(di l.h(‘r(' ( xisis a hiltto* h^din^ of opj)osition 
\vhi(di I can* hai’diy i^non^ and so shall Im* Tailing in iny duty as a councilloi* 
if I do not bring this fact t,o notu'c of niy hroidnu* (aaiiutilloi's who aro 

assiunhh'd luu’t* to-day to advise^ Ihr (Government (fti tlu‘ Hul)j(a*l (‘T tin* l>ill. 
I hurt* h<*g tor(‘f(*r tost^Uions -Ihll and Ihd ol tin* Ihll. h roin tin* vin*y <lay 
that ih(^ IJill was introdu(a‘d in tin* ( Council stu'ong object ions have* bt*t*n taken 
to them by dilltua'iit- s|)t‘ak(‘rs ; t h(‘y w (*]*(* st'Vt'rtdy crititdstHl, l)oth by otlicials 
and non-offi(dals, wdit‘n i lit' J>ill was cireulat.t*d Tor o])inions and wli(‘n it was 
in tht^ S(d(u;t ra)minit-t(*te tlun-t' wiis i)i*esnnial»ly a great tussh* ov(‘r 1 lu^se 
s(*ctions, inasnuudi as t,h(‘y wei’t' ]>raet.i(*ally i t'cast, and t*\ (ui th(*n nt'itlier t,o 
iJjt* sal.isfaction of Ida* t)frKaal nor of t,b(Mi()n-oHic*ial members of the ( d )mmi tl-t't*, 
as will bt*- S(‘(*n IVoni t he ameiidmt'iit-s to thest' sections sn bsetjiK'iitly niovt*d by 
the 11 on’ble Mr. (dimming and «also from tin* attitude of tin* non-ofheial 
nit'inbers of tln^ (^d )mmittt‘(‘ wh(‘n divisions w(‘]*(‘ takt*n in this Oonneib on t in* 
])rivat(! amendm(*nt.s to tdit'St* s<*(U.n)ns. Again, wlit'n tin* l>ill was rakt*n into 
(tonsiderat ion on tln^ IHth l)(*e(‘mbt*r last, of the total numbt*!’ of 1 o S(*et.ions 
anti d7 am(*ndm(*nts no le\\(‘V than lb am(*ndments ]’(‘ft>ia’(*d to the two 
sections Ibll and d9d, and of tht' t-olal of eight dl\dsions t,ak(*n, six w't*r(* 
taken on tdn* ani(*ndm(‘nts on th(‘S(* two) s(*etions. This dt*s(‘ri])tion ol tin* 
situation cr(‘atcd by tdiesi* t wo S(*(*tions sp(*aks for itst'lf. S(*(*tions Ibll and 
dhd d(‘al wdtli highly technical subj(‘Ct.s ; it will be taxing tin* ])atienc(‘ of tin' 
non-zamindar m(‘mb(‘i*s too nnndi if I wa'n* to go into d(*lails to show the 
unin^cu*ssa]*y (diaraei.t'i* of t in* many (meroa(dinH*nl s mach* on our right s b\ 
tlu^st^ t wo s('ct ions. |’>ut in oi*dt*r to eoin inct* my ('st^'cnn'd (*olleagin's h‘l me 
take oin* instane(‘ 1 Vom I'aeh of tin' I, wo S(*ct ions. S(*<‘tion 11)11 em])Owers tin* 
(/V)lle(‘tor t.o ('j(‘et a dishon(*st, translere(* from a hohlmg and lo set-t b* l lu* sann* 
witdi tin' t.ransleror or his ln‘ir but lixes no t.iine-limit within which 1 In^ S(*ttle- 
imuit- is t.o b(' ('llt'ct.(‘d noi* makes any ])ro\’ision for making good tin* los> to l)e 
sulVored by tin' landlord during t.ln* ]>(*riod tin* land is unoeeU|)i(*d. ll is to 
!)(' boiun* in mind (hat the landlord is no) in tin* h‘ast i (‘S])onsibb* for the 
frauduh*nt. ta-ansler of the land. Now^ is it right oi’ fair to mak<' tin* landlord 
suHer for no fault of his own ? I will now show' that this mt(*rferene(* with a 
zamindarV right, of (*nioynn*nt of the full value of bis j)i*operty is not, at all 
iK'Ci'ssitati'd by tin* obj(*ets that tin* h*gislatur(* basin \'ieW' in intiaxlueing 
this Hill. I luna* already allud(*d t,o th(*se obj(‘C‘ts. For this ])Ui])ose aln‘na“ 
tion of lands by an aboriginal without the (-ollect.or’s a])])roval has l)i*(m 
prohibitc'd. liispiti'of t his if an aboriginal st*lls his land f raudub'iilly, tin* 
( djllcetor is ('inpowt'iHHl to oj(*et t in* transferee. This ])rovision is undoubtedly 
nccessui’y to scan* away dishonest pur(dias(*rs, l)ut tJu' subsc'ijiu'nt- p]*ovision 
tliat tin; land is to lx* restored t.o the transleror takes awuiy all the fright. fuF 
lU'Ss from t in* foriiu'r jirovision bi'cause as registration of t ransfi'r deeds 
without t.h('. (Jolh'ctor’s sanction is j)rohibited, tluiSi* transfers will be g('n(U’ally 
Verbal affairs and the (h*(Hl wdll not be a (h'cd of transfer but t hat of a sim])l(‘ 
loan for which tin' ]u*rson of tin* aboriginal will be liabhi and which tin* 
de facto purchaser wdll kee]) as s(*curity wdt h w hich to threaten him, should in* 
refuse* to allow the purchaser to (Uijoy tin* land after it, has been re'stored. 
Tin' not result of this pt'ciiliar jirovision wdll lx* that it wdll considerably 
lessen the price of the land on ac'count of tin' lisk involvexl and wdl in 
addition mean pe'cuniary loss to tlu' innocent landlord for the period intorveii' 
ing betwx'i'n tin* ejectment and tlu' subsequent n*sioration. Tin* best iiK'thod 

to attain tin* desired end would hav(* been to hand ov('r tin' land to the 

landlord imnu*diati'ly aftt*r tin' I'jectment, with a i)roviso that the sann* 
slfould be si*ttl('d with an aboriginal, or failing an aboriginal, with the (Joilec- 
tor’s ap])ioval, with other people. In this way the fraudulent transfers would 
be eftectivi'ly stopped as the landlord being int.i*reste.d in tin' matter would 
also help the (.h)ll(*ctor to detc'ct such transft'rs. Now^ let jne take up section 

49 J and give an instance of unnecesa»ry interference with our rights sanc' 

tioned by it. There is a provision in this section which interferes with 
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liberty of ac*ti<Mi ol tin* /-a?iiiii(lar in tin* inatlor of rt‘si‘t t b'lnen t of a lioblinjj; 
abandoned or by an abori^aiial and makes it iiuMimbeni on tin' 

zamindar te obtain l!ie (^)lleeiiM*s approval Ixdoia' exeiaasin^ Ins rights ; 
in debmei* of this eneroaelniK'ni on oiir rights it has bemi sai*! by tin' member 
in ehar^t' oi tin' IhlL on a viou--; oe(\asion, that uidt‘ss this is doin* t 1 h' 
aboriginals t hrougli eollnsi\'(^ or foia-od aband* ninienl s would bt' h‘fl at tin* 
mercy of iinscrii])iilons zamindars. Ibit I ask again, is it right or fair to 

punish all zaniindars for tin* c*riine of a ft‘\\ ? I will n<»\\ sln>’.\ that this in- 

ttM-ferenee with ( in r right s is a hsol n tely unnecessary lor l In* ])Ur])ost‘ which 
we liavt* in view and not only t,hai I will ftna-hcr show that, this proxlsion by 

its implietl insinuation casts a inosi un war ran t (‘d itdlm^tion on the character 

of th(‘ Ihmgal zaniindars. 

In the first. ])lace the al>original could lx* t'asily sav<‘d from iinscrn pub ais 
ziiniindars by enipoWi*ri ng t In* (%)lh‘ctor, in the ('V<*nt of a ct)llusi\(‘ surrender, 
to enttn* upon tin* land ami settle it in any way In* (h‘(*nis propio* ; and also 
bv at t.ach i ng a ln*a\'y penally t (j tin* setth‘nn*nl ol sinh a holding by tin* 
landlord. ddiis proci'dun* would at onci* put, a cin'(*k on an niiscrn|)ulous 

zamindar from adopting unlair nn*ans to < I is] )osst‘ss his aboriginal tenants 
and at the sanu* time would not int.i'ifere with the t inn‘-lionon ri'd pri\ih*ge of 
a zamiinlar of ii n inii)(*achable charaet.er »)f exercising his righls freely in 
resjiecjt of really abainloni'd holdings. l^el me t.i‘11 the (\>uncil that a \n‘ry 
gr(*at bit.t(*rness is f(dl b\' r('sp(‘(!t,a bh* zaniindars by t.his all(*mpt to take* away 
this j)ri\nh^ge 1‘rom t hem ami forcing i ln*m along with dishonest zaniindars to 
dance alt em lama* at the ( ^ »1 b'ct oral e with its tinseru|)ii Ions aiulas wln'iiever 
t ln‘re w'ould l>e an oc(aision to s<*tlje an abandoned ln»lding. 

ddn* bitl(*rin‘ss that is felt by us will be betler understood il | here gl\'<' 
an analog\' ; d'lit^ lo\V(‘sl. pilice ollict i is empowei(‘d. by the (haminal ld()C(‘- 
durc* (^)de, to enti'r into tin* house tin* highest in tin* land and si*ar<*li his 
inm'rmost apart. meiits, if tin- sanl olVu'er has leason to b(‘he\(* that sloh'ii 
artiel(*s are kept there. Ihil wa* do m »| grndga* him his (cx t raoobna ry power 
lieeanse we km>w that s(» long as we art* mtl reeeiN’ers (>1 sl«>len arlieles. (Uir 
home is our castle ami tin* police can m*\er (*nler it. Ihit m order t.ii |»r(*\'enl 
the j >oss 1 bi ! i t of an \' s t < ilcn a i I i c h * bei ng con V( d to oi i r h oiise, 1 1 the law’ oi 
1 he lam I jirovnd h *d t o st at ion constables at our door with inst ructions to search 
ev(‘ry man or w’oman or i‘\’ery box or bumlle that w’t*nt int.o our house, 1 ask 
the sobi*r(‘st. gentleman pi*(*sent, here if In* would put uj> with this insult to his 
Imiiour for a single nnimeut without leeiing bitten* at t in* inon st rosil y ol the 
h‘gislation. Sir. (*nci*oa<*hin'j’ upon om* s I'lght.s <*\a‘n lor a good cause- ih an 
unpleasant task in itse*ll‘, ami it can bt «*asily imagine I how* dilhe-ult and 
dange*rous the* situation be*coM<*s when one* is calloej ujion t,o gi\'(‘ up lights leu* 
wdiich not the h‘asi, justiiicat.n)n e-an be vouc,hs;ile*d . Sir. we* are- now' passing 
through t i-ou bice] t.iim's ami airt'ady t here* is too much bn t.(‘rness in the country 
to combat, with. Why tln*n a<ld anotln*r b:tt(*rm'ss te» that alre*a<ly (’xisting 
will'll the* obje'cts of the* prt*sent Hill can be* ^(*cure*d e-epially we*ll by the* iisei ol 
a little tact anel jiidgnie'iit 1 have* ali'<‘a<ly iminxate-el the* limes on whie‘h we* 
can work, but 1 am sure l.hat if rhe* ten Ineaels of the* me*nibe*rs of tin* Se*lce*t 
(dommi tt an* put t.ige't herit w ill be* (juite* an e-asv allair for it t f>e|e*vise nie*anH 
wdiich wall se'rve* our purji'^se* wdt.hout u nm'ia'ssaril \' interfering w'itli veesl,cd 
rights and thus (*reiat.ing a fe'e*ling of bitterne*ss wdie*re no such thing exists at 
]>reserit. I, the'refore*, aj)p(*al to the* ('ouncil to re*<*omniit. the*s(‘ t wei eiileiid ing 
sectieins t o rdnnSeh'ct (aimmitt.ee* wa'th inst rmitioiiK t ei make* nee'e*ssary adelitions 
aiiel altcratieins in t lie'in. I also apfx’al to the m(*mbe‘r in ediarge*. with all the* 
earnestness that. I command, tei ace*e*pt my motion. I am ne»t asking f<»r 
anything unreasem:. ble*. ddi<*re can be* me liarij' if tfie*s(* t \ve > se-ei ions a r<‘ 
refern'd back to the* Se'lect ( k niimit t e*(*. < )n tin* e>tlH*r hanel, it w ill n*a.ssure* 

the public that the matter has been con si. l<*re‘e I in all its aspes-ts Indore*, being 
enaettal into a law of tin* land. 

Sir, I am not a iraine<] lawye^r who ce>uld put his argummits with h^gal 
deft-ness. nor am I a gifted oi*at,or wdnicoiihl move tdn* (Jouncil w it li his choice 
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r[i(*t(>ri(*, and to add to my difti cullies, tlu^ sul)j(?ct-matter of my motion is 
hi^ldy tecdinical. T know not what cliances of siu*c(‘S8 I stand if my motion is 
opposcul hy llie ( iovernment. ], thendon*, onct* mort* appeal to tljo meniher 
in cdiar^(‘ of tin* I>ill for a sym])afheti(‘ reconsideration of tln^ whole matter.” 

The llon’l)h‘ Mk. (Jumming said : — 

‘‘ Sir, I cannot con^ratulatt' tin* llon’hle Mcnnher on tin* attitude which 
h(‘ has I hou^ht lit io ado])t in connecdion with ihis legislation. I ^atlier fi om 
Jiis amendnumt thai. his vi(‘w is tliat sulhci(‘nt sah'^^uards have not been 
^iv(‘n lo proU‘ct tin*' v(ist.e,d inter(*sts of tlie landlords and tmiants ; but from 
his sjMU'ch it is a fair inference that it was dirc‘cted almost cmtirely to tin* 
int(u*ests of landlords ; and 1 am the mon* surjirised, b(*caus(*, at tin* ]n-esent 
moiiKUit, om* would have, iina^imul that a )*(‘presentati v(‘ of the landlords’ 
inleri^sts in this (a)iin(u*l would noi la* anxious to lunphasize tluit there was a 
cleavaf^e of intm'ests bet we(m I htun an<l tlit* timantry of this Province*. 
Indeed, tin* I)t‘n<j^al [..and holders’ Association ado]d-(‘d a v(m*v diir(‘U‘nt attitude* 
by submitting' a niiniinum of adve'ise* eoninKUil on this Pill. When the Pill 
was int 1*0(1 uct*d, tlu*y said that I In^ Pill initiat(‘d a ])rincij)he which was 
r(H*o^nized as (*,arly as I 7Jo, and they aj)])rov«‘d ^(un‘rally of the provisions of 
the Pill. Tin* only ])rovision of tln^ Pull t,o which tln'v took (‘xet*])ti()n at, that 
tinn^ has since* biaui altert'd in the* courses of the* pi’oc-eual !n^s e)f the* Se'lect 
(h)minitt,(*e*. Tin* h*^2!‘islation is, I maintain. Sir, b(*n(‘fic*(‘nt h*^islat.ion ; and 
at, this sta^e* I am not ))r(*i)ar(*d to accede* to any e*hange* or to any fiirtln*!- 
(hday vvdiicli may have the* e*liect e'itln*!* of minimizing the goeul re*snlt.s of the^ 
h*gislat ion or of making t In* e^xe*eution of its ])i*ovisi()ns imprae't icabh*. I may 
say at once* to Mu' II on’bh* Me*mben*, with refmeuK*e' to this ann*nd me'iit, that 
he* cannot possibly exjx'ct that the* Sedc'ct (haumitle*!* will re'conside*r epie^stions 
of priii(*iple* that have* alre*aely be*eui eh*cieh*d by the* ('ounedi as a whole*. 

At t in* risk of burdeming t in* (Joune*il, I shouhl liki* te> ree‘a])itulal e* as 
shortly as 1 (;an, first., the* facts re^garding tin* initiation ed t his h*gislation, and 
se*ce>ndly, t he* act ion l.ake*n since* it s int rod ue*t.ion. First of all, re*gareling tdn* 
initiation ol this le^gislat ion, t.he* e*(»nelition ol the Santlials and similai 
aboriginal t.riln*s on I lie* boreh*rland of t he* Santlial Parganas has b(*e*n a 
mat, ten* of grave e*()nsieh*rat.ion for no le*ss than lo ye*ars. Their grie*vance*s wH're* 
e.examine*el by tin* Magistrate* e)f Pirbhum in 1S72 ; and the^ dise^ontemt of tliat 
])e*riod le^l t,o the* ])assing of the* Magna Chart c'l of the Sant hal Parganas, — 
Uegulat.ion 111 of 1872 for the* Santhal L^arganas. There* was a sjiecial 
inejuiry in 188;; by a l)(*puty (/olh‘e*t()r who, by Ills j)e‘rsonal influe‘nce*, was 
able* to bring about a temjiorai’A^ adjustme*nt ; and again in 1908, the* pre^seni 
Dii'eetor ol laiiid lu^eorels, Mr. McAl]:)in, made^ a detaih*el inquiry from 
Pirbhum down to Palasore*. lie* made* certain reeajinmendations, wdiich, for 
Ce*rlain re*asons, did not e*rystallize* in h'gislat iein till 1914. in that year, a 
el raft Pill was e*irculate*el throughout the' Province*, and in 1916, a revised 
draft Pill was submittod to the* (iove*rnment of India ; in the* spiing of Iasi 
year, thee ( J ove'rnnu nt. of India asseuited to the proposenl legislation, and the* 
result is the* Pill b(*fore* the* Council. J do not think. Sir, that the*, Covernineiit 
have bee'll over hasty in initiating t his legislation, or that it can be^ said that 
the te'rnis of the Pill have not ben'n p]*e})are*el ve.‘ry cart'fully. 

The next point une,ler this hi*ael wdiich 1 slujuld like* to mention is iii 
order to corre^ct a misapprehension on the Hon’ble Member’s part. The Pill 
is not eliree'teel against landlords as such ; for 1 see that all through his 
sjH'eedi the* Hoii’ble^ Member se*ems to indie*ate this. The jiurposei of the Pill 
is primarily to preveuit the transfer e)f lands to mom^y-lenders and te> maintain 
the communal syste*m eif tln^ aboriginal tribes as far as possible. Of course*, if 
tliei ITon’ble Me*nibe*r is not prepareMl tei acce'pt this prineuple, them we are peilcs 
apart. Put I think that thee Council, as a whole, accepteej the principle that 
it is desirable to maintain the cemimunal system as far as possible. The evils 
were very patemt, as Mr. McAIpiiPs inquiry revealed ; and it was shown that 
it was the me)ne\V"lcneler and neit the^ lanellorel, exce|)t in a very few case's, 
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who was inhlariK’. In lact it was shnwn i lial I Ih‘ S.nillials iindor ('x isl.iuj;' 
circunist anct'S W(M*t* losiiiir Mi('ir lands an<l Ixm- >T iiinjG: sinl|)l^' Si'rFs. and that 
aO j>er cont. ol' <,hi* (avil (Joint (han-oos worr r,r part'\ Indoc* 1, tin* landlords 
of tho aroas in (luostion i-athor ]n’(d‘or Santlial tenants, and tin* Sant lials 
t hcinsolvos hav(‘ an innato of loyalty t.o InnaMlit ai*y landlords. 1dir 

root i<h'a of thn Hill is I ho ])!-ohihit.ion of t ho alionaiion of lainL As I liavt' 
]n*oviously oxplainrd in t his (J)iinoil, t his is not a now i loa ; it has hoonadojM- 
<‘d in th(' Santhal J\ar^anas Uo^iilation, in (In' (dn»t.a Nairpni- dJaianoy loll, in 
tho (J ntral Hroviiua's d'onanoy Act ainl in tin* Hnn jah Alionation ol I, and Aot. 
ddio Santhals in tdio \\(*st of Honj^al know (lion* own vvi'ak lu'sst's of I hid ft - 
h'HsiK'ss and i n tinii] xn-ainaa ddioy ari‘ awari' that in tin* noi^di hon ri n;Lr 
districts th(‘ir trihos liav(‘ roc(M\a‘d jirotootion, ainl t hoy askod to Im- proto(dod 
a^'ainsi tluanstd v(‘s. I may say undor this In^ad that all tho opinions of 
])(n*sons. wind Inn* oilicial (n* non-olVicial, who hav(‘ a personal knowltMl^t' of tho 
tract, is over wind mini^ in favour of smdi ]n*ohihition of alionation. 

As to tin* second hoad, — what W(‘ hav(‘ done siina* tin* loll was iniio- 
dnood, — lot nn‘ r(‘(aaj)itulato shortly tho facts. It sh<nd<l ho rt'inoni horoi 1 m 
passinjj!; that, tdn^ Scd<x-t. (jommit.t(M‘ siiloiiiltod an nnaninions n'jKirt. Oin* ol 
tho main chang’os waas that, tin* (%ast.os and trdx's of ahorio*inals to whndi tin* 
Act. may lx* a])pliod have now lxx*n sp«'oiht‘d. ddio original draft Hill was 
iinhdinito on tdiis p(jint. ddnni a^:^ain in tho casi^ of sottlomont. hy landloids 
of lands from wdiicdi t ransf('ro(‘s havo, lx‘on oj('ct,<‘d, it is not mwv nooossary to 
liavi* in all (;as(^s the. aj)pi’oval of tin* (h)lhxdor. ddio landlord is allowa'd 
tomalv(' sidt.hmunit. ol’ such land jii'ovidod that. In* settle it himself with an 
a h<n*i/jj'inal. Similarly, in the casi* of surr^'inlor and ahandon nn'iit , to winch 
si» much attention Nvas drawm in the course of tin* <h*hat.o, it is not now* 
noei‘ssai*y in all cases that, the l«'indloi<l should ha\'<* the a)>j)ro\al ol tin* 
('olh'ctoi* lor roS(*tt h iiK'iit. ddn' j>owa‘r of int.(‘rfor(*nco hy the t'olleedoi 
has lxx*n r(‘mo\a*<l in (*as<*s in which the lainllord s(*ttlos the land witdi an 
ahoi’i^inal. Nt‘xl . jirovision for t.ln* transfer of a docri'o to tin* ih)lh*ctor 
w*as oiiiitt<*<!, and the executaOn of (lo(‘ro(‘s has he(*n hdi t.o the (dvil 
t ’ourts.” 

ddn* Iloihhlo Ki mak Sinn Sin k n ah ksw u Ua^ said : — 

Is th(‘ llon’hlo Alemhor in orilm* in r<‘forrm^ to 1 ln*so matters ^ 

The IdiKsiDEN'r said : — 

“1 think that- the llon’hh^ Memlxn* in ohaiTTc is cjuin* in order. 

The lion’ hie Mu. Cl 'MMINU. (;ontinuin^, said : — 

I have been ri‘Capit nlating the* facts. Tho jirovisifui lor (,ii (* I ransfm* of 
a decree has lieen omitted, and the execution of d(‘cr(5os is now- lolt to tdn* 
Civil Court ; and, furtlu'r, tlu* prcihihition against suits to sot asidi* tin* oi*dor 
ol the Collt*ctor has fjeeii moddiod to this oxtamt that suits on tho ground ol 
Iraud and want of jurisdiction arf* now* permitted. f'inally, in t ho case o! 
surrender of ahandonnnmt, 1 hr* t'olloclor may only withhold his assent to a 
settlement made' by a landlord when ho is satisliod that tin* siirri ndor or 
abandonment is collusivte Those are. I submit to th»* (hximdl, no small 
fdianges and indicate that a rf'asonable att.i'inpt. has lx*on made to moot tin- 
various ol)jcctions that were raised durin^^ tho circulation of tin* Hill. f'or 
these two main reasons that the Hill is the. rc*sidt ol lon^^c consideration, and 
that all reasonable objections have, bemi moi , 1 desire* to ri^sjst this roneml- 
nient ol referring the Hill again to a Scdcct Committoi*. I hen^ is, liow^cver. a 
further reason which 1 may menti<^)n at t his stage, and that is a now* om* 
since we last met. In December last, I said that I was not pn^panjl t o say 
that it was imperatively urgent that the legislatior should be passi*d at that 
meeting, but I do ^ay now that there should be no further delay in tin* 
passing of the Hill. In the Bankura district the stage will shortly be reached 
at which the preliminary record-of-rights will be prepared, and I maintain that 
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il. is (li'sirablo Uial IIh^ Saiil.lials ol' llial ai'ca should liav'o I hr htuirfit, of tlijs 
Ir^islation hidoin^ that sta^r is rraclu'd. 

Ill conclusion, Sir, with rcfc'nuicr to this aiiKuid incut, I should like lo 
quote soin(‘ remarks of a ^oiuu'al cdiaracler. They are ajiiilicable to t he cast' 
not' only of tdu' Santhals hut. also of t he ot her aliorii^inals whost' easels havt> 
h(‘(‘n iiHUit.ioiKMl in tln^ scln^duh'. ddit' remarks art* tliost'. ol‘ one who was 
oma^ in char^t' of t his Provinct‘. ddit' qut'st ion is wht'tlu'r it is wist* lor a 
civili/tv 1 (i ovtuainit*!! t to (*f)unt.('ract the unftirt unat.t> eilt'cJ.s ol the inroad of 
civilization. On this point.. Sir W illiam l)uke onct* said that he was fully 
convinc(*d of tin* n('(a*ssily (►f jirott'ct in^jf aboriginal and stuni-abori^inal tribes 
against unrt‘st.ricl.(‘d alit'iiation of t lnn’r holdings, lit* said that he lvn(‘w that 
many, who frt't^ly adm!ttt‘d t in* in(*a])acity of such pt‘oph^ to maintain tliHin" 
stdvn*H against otht>rs who wt‘rt‘ mort* sophisticated and instrut-*t etl in l(*gal 
processes, insist. etl that it was tht^ int'vit.abh* ri'sult t)f t in* march oi prt)grt*ss 
that such back wart] ract's should go dt)wn, and that, if tht‘y continiietl t.o t*xisi, 
at *all t.ht\y simuld tlo so as ht'wers of wootl and drawt'rs of watt*!*. Sir 
William Duke has rtH-orthul that this vit*w was unjust and (*rut‘l and b)untlt‘(l 
on arbitrary ideas of what ctinst itut.<‘d jirogrt'ss. lit* said that tin* communal 
syst.t'in of most aboriginal tribes tlid nt)t rt;gard lanti as a saleable commodity 
and that this systtun was not fountltHl upon t ht^ (N)iil ract At^t. Wt* havta he 
saitl, forca'tl u])on t.ht‘m a civil jiolity which was not. tiit'ir own ; and it. was 
unfair to say that if it riiintMl tht‘.m it. was t.ht*ir own lookout. 

Sir, I wish to itltmlify niyself wit h t.h(‘st' rt'inarks math* by one whos(‘ 
ojiinion should carry weight, in this (h)UiK‘i]. I dt^siia* to ojipost* this amt'iid- 
numt.’’ 

TIk^ H on’bh*. 1 he M A II AKA.iADH iiiA.iA liAifADi i; of Ihirdwaii said : — 

‘‘ vSir, I am sorry t-o hav(‘lo oj)]) )s{‘ Kumar Shib Slit‘k hai'(*s war in his 
moving t his anit‘nt]mt‘nt . lb* has ])aitl in ojx'iiiiig his s])et‘ch a compl inn'ii i . 
whitdi he thinks to be a couq^limt'iit , t o tin* nu'inbt'rs of tin* Select (M>niinittee 
for t heir work in (*onii(‘ct ion with amendjiig t.ln* Jnll. W In'ii oin^ looks 
at. tin* ag(*nda ])ap(‘r ami finds tin* number of ani(‘ndm(*nl s ])roposi*d by the 
Kumar hims(‘lf om* n*ally woinh'rs what, art* t in* object ional )h' f(*aturc‘s in t.lu^st' 
t wo sections for which lit* wants this Ihll t.o be r(‘(*ommill (*d to the Select 
( ’oiiimit tee, for 1 lind t.hat he has got one solitary ameiidnK'iit for clause 4911. 
44i(‘n, again. In* has said in his o]K*ning r(*marks t hat t in* nu*mbi*rs of the Seh'ci 
Committei* — by this he undoubt.iHlly nu*ans t he non-otheial nienib(‘rs of the 
Seh'ct (k)inniitt(*e — came t.o an honourabh* compromise regarding this Mill. 
If acaioi'ding to him t]n*y cuiine to an honouiable conipromise, 1 do not see what 
good t liosi*. memb(*rs in the St*lect (hnnmittee an*goingtodo by the recommittal 
of t his Mill to t In'in. Mut , if In* do(*s not really mi>an that, In* jirobably m(*ans 
a cc'iisuia* on the work of t he S(‘h‘ct Committee, which, of course, as a iiii*iiiber 
of t hat b(Hly 1 am not jireiiared to take lying down. Tlnui again, if oin^ looks at 
the original ini (*nt.ion of i his Mill one linds that it. n*al]y arosi* not only from 
what t in* Dir(.‘cl or of Land Ih'cords, ]\Ir. McAljiin, re])ort.(*d, bnl also what the 
( Nunmissioin'r of my division re])orl.(*d regarding t in* Santdialis in t in* dist ricts, 
particularly o\' Mirbhnm, Manknra and Midnapcaa*. I havi* not been abl(> t.e 
as^u'rtain as yi*t. t in* number of my vSant hali l.i*nants in Mankura as my Super- 
int(‘ndenl has bt'tm away, nor am I certain of tin" Midnapore Santhalis in my 
t*sl.al.('. but. in Mirbhnm district I have* a big mahal wlu're there is a large 
number of Santhalis and my khas mahal l)i*.wan, to whom I wrote, writers as 
follows: ‘ It a])])ears from th(*. tahsil records of lat Hukiimapur (Mirbhum ' 
that in 1618 M.S., 1,820 bighas of land were in the occupation of these 

aboriginal tribes. In 1826, B.S., 2,110 bighas of land are in their occupation. 
4dius tlu> land in their occupation is increasing. Tt appears from the register 
of mutation of nam("s that, within the last ten years only 8 bighas of land havo 
been transferr(*d and that from one Santhal to another^ of the same tribe hy 
sale. From the khas entry register it appears that about SO bighas of land 
liave during the last 10 years been purchased khas by the execution of rent 
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decrees’. From this. Sir, it will appear tliai at least there are some zamindars 
who do not grud^sr^^ l^he Santliali having- lands in his f)wn khas mahal znmin- 
dari. In fact T know of zamindars in these parts who welcome them as 
hein^j^ good tenants. I, therefort', think that for thosi' zamindars at least 
the defence that the Kumar has ma(h‘ doi‘s not apply, heeause tln^y (‘an ilefend 
themselves and their go(xl understandiie^* ween themst*lves and tinnr 
aboriginal tenants. Regarding the otlnn* tracts I am not, of coiirso, in a posi- 
tion to say anything, but 1 am not only sorry but in fact unhappy in tin' way 
the Hon’ble Kumar has tried to cUdend tin* rights of zamindars in his lighting 
sp(‘('ch, according to his light. I (;annot Indp t hinking that at tin* presmt 
moment more than at any other tinu^ it is t'sstmtial for the zamindars not 
only to show that- spirit of friendliness and (m-operation towards then* truants. 
l)Ut it is also, I think, not fair to ihv other zamindars t,o try and makr out 
that the zamindars in theii* d(*sire to pi-otert tln‘ir rights — and I am more 
z«'alous about j^rotect-ing tlndr rights than anybo ly (ds(*. for 1 hav(‘ a right to 
be — an' trying — whi(di unfortunattdy is t ln^ impression that has Immo eri^att'd 
in my mind at any rate* by th(' Kumar s attitude — to wrc'st from tin' hands t)f 
tin* (lovernment thosi^* riglits anr| priv d(*,g('s. in such a way as would be 
misc'onst rued or would give t in* impressi(»n that tin* zamindars ar(' anxious 
mor(‘ to safeguard their rights iluin to exlt'inl protection t,o tln ir own ti'iiants. 
'That would iudet*d a most unfortunatt* nnpr(*ssion to Im' created m the 
( 'oLinc'il. (*sp(‘cially at a tinn* vvh(‘n tin* zamindars aix' on their trial. Kor 
tln‘S(' r(*asons 1 am sorr\' I am unal>l(‘ t o a(*eepl t he amend nn*n l moxo'd b\ tin* 
Hon’bh' Kumar.’ 

'rin* llon'bh* MAri.vi A lu i. Kaskm said : — 

’* Sir, 1 rise* to ojijiosi* ilu* annui Inn nt, mored by the Hon bh' Kumar and 
1 associate myst'lf with the rtunarks that fell from tin* Hon’ble Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Hiirdwan. W e have* wait(*d too long lor legislat ion on 
this (juestion and the zamindar s int(*re^ts were* repi'i'st'iil ( d on the Seh^(‘t 
toimmittcx* by t.lu* fort*m ost zamimlar in tin* land. Arnl 1 (*annol mysi'll 
ctUHJeive what rights or vest, ml interi'sts <>| tin* zamindars hav(‘ Ix'di \'iolat(‘d 
by this Bill. Idn* Bill is intended primarily to protect the Sant hals and other 
aboriginals against t Inunst'l ve^. d'hc Bill was not draitt'd at t in* instance ol 
an otlicial but because* t,h(' p(5oj)lc t!M*mselves wanted it, and in protect, mg 
tin* Sauthalis and other aboriginals fiom tln*mselves some I'estriet ions had to 
b(^ ])nt on tlie rights of thi' zamindars bt*(!ause otln^rwise the intentions ol 
t lu^ Bill will be* frust rated be(;auso the zamindars would soiiH'tinu's interbua* 
and make the provdsioiis of tln^ Bill absolut(*ly useh'Hs. I in* Bill, inoi*(*o\'e*r, 
has btH*n before^ tin* pul)lie for a long linn* and e\(•r^ zaminduri asso(‘iation in 
t he Ib'ovdnct* and those* int,<‘re*st(*,d had an opport uni ty ol submit ting t In'ir 
opinions te^ Ge^vernment and to this t 'ouncil and all these opinions W(*re 
coTisielerevl. I believe thar at tin* last nn‘(*ting of tin* ('(uincil tin* Bill was 
not, ])as8ed on a te'chnical ground, but. as statid by tln^ Hon ble Mr. t/Umming. 
t lui tinre*, has conu^ whtm this Ihll should iM*eome the law ol the* land. 
W itli these bnv word^ I opjiose^ the* ameuidiin‘nt . 

T\ le Hon ble Mu. Bom pas said : — 

Sir, sitting on this Council as a nonunati*d ollicial 1 ovve* (jovernim nt 
a silent vote and I think I owe it nothing more*. H 1 take' }>art in t he* 
dediate I am frf 3 e to express my own len'lings. My principal {e‘e*ling at t in* 
sight of this amendment is one* ol dismay, anel 1 devoutly liejpe* t.iat tliis 
Council will not sanction the* e*xt,re*mely novel j-roeie^durc of starting the* 
discussion of a Bill all oven* again afteu' it has roacheiel ther very last stage. 
Tliis Bill has been throiurh the ordinary ce^urse* of b^gislation in t Ids Council. 
There was an op|X)rtunity <jf discussing t he^ principles of the Bill wheui it was 
committed to the Select Committe . and then it was elealt with by 4ie Select 
Committee. The Select Committee presented an unanimous report and a day 
was devoted to the discussion of amemlments. The Hon ble Kumar had a 
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full opportunity then of asking this Council to amend the Bill in any form 
that lu‘ desired. Tlien at the last moment when it was on the verge of 
l)eing pa8S(Ml into law. by availing himself of a rule which has not been 
l)i()Ught into use before 1 helievii an Hon’ hie Member is (uiahled to start t he. 
pT(K;eedings de nono. To-day we liave a number of fresh amendments on tin' 
agenda and 1 understand that there is nothing in tlie rules to prevent this 
e])eration h(ung rept‘ateil ad infinitum. If this is to happen on the discussion 
of a sinall Bill of 12 claust^s I tnonhle to think what will happen wluui 
legislation of n^al importance and magnitude is under consideraticai. Speak- 
ing for mys(‘lf 1 should vnu-y much dread the results if this Council gave its 
sanction to this innovation. Although the Hon’ble Member has iK:>t given 
us any v(‘>ry chs'ir in(li(!ation oftln^ precise amendments which In* desires to hr 
carric'd ainl although his motion is that- the Select (Committee is to mak(' such 
additions and alt(M-ations in st^ctioiis lUll and 41)J as will safegiianl tln^ 
intcM-cst of t he laiidhobUu' as well as of the tenant, without making any 
unn(‘C(>ssarv en<u-oachm<‘Ul,s on the vested rights ol eitlnu* of them, tht' 
11 on’bh^ M r. ( himming has poinf t^il out that his speech (h^alt only with the* riglU s 
of zamirnlars. And on I his I may say that if any imurdx'i- has any fear that this 
is a pi<*c(* of gran Imotherly legislation t.oprotect tin* S intals against thems(‘lv(*s 
against tin'ir wisln^s 1 may mention one* fact, which I think will throw a light 
on that. As has lx* ‘ii nnmt.ioin'd there is spe(dal legislatioii in for(‘(* in tin* 
Santhal I’arganas on tin* lines of t his Bill to prot(*ct tin* interest of the ahoiagiin's 
Wlu'n I was Deputy ( 'Ommissioner of that district therc^ was in my ollici* a ]>et i- 
tion S(*nt in hy a large number of villagtn*s in the adjoining district of Birbhnin. 
I t hink t.ln're about 40 villages whi(*h joiin'd togi'thei* and semt in t hat 

})elit.ion. hop(‘d that tln*y might be giv(‘n th(‘ Ix'indit of the legislation 

Avhich ])]-ot(x*ts tln^ rights of aboriginals and whi(*h was in fo)*(x* in tin* Santhal 
]*arganas. Th(*y sai(i in that j)et.ition — give* us that law and w(* will nn(h*rt.ak<' 
all the con-(‘si)onding duties as tln^y do in th(‘ Sant hal Iharganas d'here 
t he villagers hav(' t o maintain theii* village roads frer* of (tost and th(\y an- 
liable to (*(‘rtain ot tn*r forms of public work. Tlu'sct Santals t‘arin‘stl\ 

])(ttjtioned that they might, be allowed to lakt^ the burd(*n on th(‘ir shoulders in 
ord(‘r that t,ln*y might. r(tc(*iv(‘ tint ])rot(‘(*t.ion as (*arly as possibh* of this kind el 
legislat ion. I do not. think, t.ln‘r(*fore, that wo n(t(‘d worry about en(*roa(‘h- 
nn‘nt on tin* V(*st(*d intcua'sts of the raiyats. 

Then* is oiut other j)oint to which Imayrefei*. 1 think the lion’hh* 
Kumar is entirely mistakim in treating this Bill as if it W(‘ie an attack on 
unscru j)ul ous landlorels. ddieixt is no (|uestion ol anything of that natuix*. 
As long as tin* law permits an aboriginal t.he right of transfer to one el 

anot.ln*!’ ract* then' is no reason whatever why the landlord should lake any 
int.(*r(‘st in tin* matt(‘r or interfen*, and if a law is intiXKluctxl which forbids 
such transfers tln*.r(* is no n*asoii to suppose that the landlords or tin' agents 
of landlords will tak(* any active interest in enforcing a law which dot^s 
not benefit or inter(*st them in any way. It will, therefore, bo idle to trust 

to act ion on tlu' part of a man who has no p(jsBible interest in enlcx'cing the 

law. Allot, ln*r (vmsideration shows that we are not dealing with unscrupulous 
landlords. Any om* who knows the administration ot zamindaries, knows t hat 
in the great majority of zamindaries these matters are entrusted to naibs, 
gomastas and tahsil othc(u\s. We have not a set of resident landlords devotiuU’ 
themselves lo i Ik* detailed management of their estates. There is no question 
of anything in the nature of an attack on unscrupulous landlords. As ha^ 
aln*ady bemi said this is a (juestion of protecting the raiyat against himself and 
not against his landlord.” 


The Hon’hlk Kitmau Shih Shekhareswau Ray said : — 

Sir, I am not surprised at the attitude taken ufi by the Hon’ble tin* 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur — lie has to keep up the family tradition. With 
regard to my Hon’ble friend Maulvi Abul Kasom’s remarks, I am quite at one 
with him when he says that we should give up certain of our nghts but only 
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Ijosr that aro iiocossary. Why slicmUl i h<‘ in thr iiaiiin 

if protecting Santhal tcMiants unnect‘S8ari!y eiu roat-h upon our ri^hls. la't 
hem encroa(;h upon those ripfhts winch arc necessary, in 1 hat 1 aii'i'cc with 
liiin, hut I do not undorstand why In* o]ip<»scd my motion. W iih ichna in'c t<» 
Ijp rt'inarks of the Hnn’hle Maharajadliira ja Ihalnnlnr of Ihndwan that I havt^ 
riA only om^ motion in re^gard to claust^ I may say that in fact I 

•;(‘nt notice of five moi.ions and 1 do not know why they wa re thought oui ol 
irder and we»ia‘ rc'jected, so there is now only oin' motion against my nanif' 
in 1 h(' agcMida pajama 

Wdt.h regard to tin' Hon’hle Mr. (himming's re]>ly to my ol »se i- vat ions, In^ 
loes not say anything ahout. which 1 have not aliiady iliall with in my 
[)ii>vious sp(M'clies, luit theri* are t.wo things which 1 sliould like to ii ft r to 
iiow’. lie has s[)ok(Mi of tln^ opinion cxpn‘ssi il hy thi' Ihiigal La ml lioldeis’ 
Associat.ion. We sliould not. try to hoodwink the (H)um*il. wi' all know' that 
when tin' opinion was askiul for, Mr. Ik ( diak ra vart.i , the lif(‘ and stuil of tin* 
Ass( K-iation, w'as busy wit h llouc' Uuh‘ afVair^, ami lu' prol ahly could not 
r'wr time totin' consid(u*ati(^n of this (]Ucst.ion. ()lherw'is(‘ tin* i»pinion would 
lave Im'C'U (^u the lines of that of other Zamin lari Associations. 


((hit's of ‘‘ ()rd('r. order.”) 

W ith r(‘ft>renc<‘ t.o I he legal aspe.<*t. of 1 he (|Uesl ion w het Inn' ll can he 
II ferred hack to iln^ Select tMimmit/tee, that is a legal matter and ii is for the 
A 1 voea te~( J (MK'ral i.o d< eidt'. Ht'sidt's this then* is nothing lint Inn to add to 
what. 1 have' alrt'ady said in this (nuimul. I prayi'd foi- jiistnte and fairness 
ind it is my kei'U disap]^oint.ni(mt ta> realiz<' that I prayed in \ain. Ilowi'ver. 
! havi' om' consolation in t.hat the ollicial reply has hopidessly lailml t-oj>iove 
I ha’ 1 st.'iud not. on tirm grounds of fairm^ss and jiist.iee, and this tael semis 
:i ray of ln>p(‘ t.o my (lisajipoint cmI soul and thim' (‘m*oui*aged 1 st iml h<dore 
iln' (h>uncii for its v(*rdicton my humble, and I think not unreasonable, prayer. 

A division was takmi wit h t in* follow ing n'sult : — 


. I v^« 

'Fin' Ihui'iilc Kimiai Shil» Slu'kliurv’iw ai tins. 
.. .. Maulvi A. K Kji/l-ul !la<j. 

Ualm lUialM-rnlra CliaiHlra liay. 


Norn — 6 


Tlir 




llnl,' 


I.|<- 


Ml .1 . O . ( 'uiniiimy . ‘ - 1 . I .1 K 
Mr. C. .1 St.< Moor*-, < V <>. 

Ml . 1.11 Kon. I > i , < .i-K. 

Ml. .1 Oolial.l, < .1 K 
Mr 1 .. S S o MmII.-n 
M r. I‘’. A. A. 

W ,J. laiciiaiiaii, ( I.K.. i.M s. 

Mr. (’ II H‘>iri|>as. 

Ml. U . W<»i<l vvortli 
(' V PaN ia». 

K. n 11 . I'aiil "11 

H.'ii Priya Nath Miik'-rii lialia'lnr . 

Di. Nilr.iiait Sarkar 
Mi .}. Ma« kt-n/.n‘. 

Ml \V II. H Ar*l"ii ( i.L. 

Ml. Amiimr Haliinan. 

Kaja H riHhikcHli IjHlia, < .l.h. 

Ml li. 

la-V Hi <i II"W<IIh 

Sii lUiay Cliainl Malitali. K .* s.i., K.< l.l 
i.o.M., Mulianija»lliirajH l^oiliadiir "f 
Piinlw an 

Ol . l)< l»a IVana*] Sarlmfilnkaii, • i.K 
Pal !)«‘tH*iMU!r (aiiiiapT lialwnlitr. 

Mi P. ^ ai t * 1 , < i.r 
Sii A . Hii kinyr* , Kt. 

Mr. K P KfOii. 

Mr. H P A . 1 r\v in. 

Or. Al>'!iilla-ul-Maiiiiiiri Sulira\var<l> - 
Maulvi A ImiI KaH»‘iii. 

?\lian Saint* yXiuan All 
Mr. Allaf All. 

BaPn Akliil ('liaiidia Untla. 

llai MalK'fuira ( 'liaiidi a MPra lialouliir 

t?aliu Siir<*r»<lra Natli Kay. 

P*I)U Mahendra Nath Hay, ei k 
M r. K. B. Diitt. 

Bahu Ambika Cbaraii Ma/.unular 
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TIh' following inomhorH abHiahied from voting : — 

'rh(‘ Hon’hlo Hahu Brajcmdra Kislior Hay Cluiudhuri. 

,, , Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

Tin' Ibllowing inoinbors vv(‘ro absent : — 

Thr Ilon’bh' Sir Hcniry Wheeler, Kn .j.K., e.s.i. 

Mr. T. C! P. rjibbons, K.r. 

^I'he Nawab liahadnr of Murshidabad. 

,, Sir Rajtmdra Nath Mookorje(', K.(\i.v:. 

,, Mr. Provash ('huiub'r Mitter. 

Mr. Arun (Uiainlra Singha. 

Uai Rad ha Oharan l^d Bahadur. 

Mr. E. A. Marti !i. 

Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan (diaudhuri. 

Rai Sri Nath Ray Jbahadnr. 

The Ayes being o and Noes ‘^>6. I In^ mo<ion was lost. 

Th(' Ifon’hh' Mr. Cuniming’s original motion (it(‘in No. d in iln* List o 
BusiiH'ss) was tlu'n put and agn'od lo. 

AMENDMENT No. I. 

The II oiri)h' Mr. (Humming moved that for tin' figures P.U 7 ”, in elausi 
1, the figures 1018 ” be substituted. 

Ill' said : — 

Sir, we now proeec^l to I he eonsiderat ion id the various amendmeait; 
tabbed for I o-day’s meiding. Personally I desire to I'xpress an apology i < 
lIoiri)Ie Meinbi'rs of the (Jouneil for the faet that in eonnectiiin with this Bil 
they should have to give anotluu- day’s consideration to what is afti'i* all ; 
minor piece of legislation. Tlie first motion which stands in my name hm 
become necessary in view of the delay which has occurred in the ])assing e 
this Bill.” 

Till', motion was pul and agreed to. 

AMENDMENT No. II. 

flon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul IIaq moved that the words and braeket^ 
‘‘ Maghs (Bakarganj district)” in line 12 of sub-section {2) of section 49A 1 m 
omitted. 

He said : — 

Sir, I regret I have to be guilty of the offence of taking advantage' <>l 
this (K^casion to move this amendment with reference to clause 49A on whii li 
so many amendments had been proposed on tlii' last occasion. I confess that 
these words did not seem to me of such importance personally speaking, but 
I havi' ii'ceived s(*veral h'tters from several ipfluential people of my district 
of Bakarganj wljo havi' suggested to me that these words should be omjttcd, 
and t hey havi*. givi'U very weighty reasons for saying so. I may mention t hai 
those i\laghs are really Burmese settlers who have come over to the Sundi'i * 
bans portion of the Bakarganj district and Tiave settled down there as 
ordinary cultivators. As far as T am aware there is hardly anything to dis- 
tinguish these people from the ordinary Bengali peasants and I do not set* 
how, except by doing violenc^e to the language itself, these people can at all 
be eonsid(>red to be of a class which is ordinarily meant by the term abori- 
gines. f admit that it is very difficult to define the word ‘aborigines’ and 
I think that it is for this reason that the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill 
has preferred not to attempt any definition, but to leave the term to be 
defined by a description. And considering the matter even from that point 
of view, I do not think that there are sufficient reasons ''yfiy ^he^e 
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hIiouUI be included in t he term and jnriven the benehl of thin lojLjislat ion. St> 
far as t hey are coneeriKul, t heir interests can ho sutlieient ly sah'^nardivl wlnui 
the Ilenf^al Tenancy Act coinosi Ix' amended a^i a larcftM* measur(\ and for 
the present, tlu'refori'. 1 do not. see any n'a^on \vh> tliis legislation should U' 
(>xten(h'd to tliem. I would not have movt'd this amendnuMit had it not betni 
for the fact that so far as 1 am aware' these' Map^hs are' not e'xae'lly in tin' 
same' Iielpless condition in which Sanihals an<l othe'r .dx eri^i lU's adiinl le'elly 
are' in ce'rlain parts of Bengal, ddu' Ma^hs are' veny slne'wd cullivalors ; in 
some' (*asos the^y are much shrewde'r. more* bnsine ss-like and more* eMre'I’ul e>f 
ihe'ir int (‘rests than the Muhammaelau cult i vat <us wln> 11 vi* in that part of tin* 
dist.rlct. Unless, therefore*, there are* st i‘e>mr reasons why ihe'se'Ma^hs sinxihl 
1)1' takc'n (Hit of the ordinary cate^e>ry of Be*n^ali e*nltivat ns. I snhinit that no 
(‘ase* hael lu'cn made out fen* including' tlie'se* jH*e>]>le' l\i t his s]>e'cial pice-e* (»f 
le'^islat ion. 1 think. Sir, that unless sueh a (‘ase* is made* e>ut, it is ve ry 
unde'sirable* t liat le*^islat ieni of this eharae*ten* should he* nuule* I oo e-ompre*- 
he'nsiN'e*. As a matter of fact, this le'^islation should he- e'xte nde'el to ine- hide* 
only the' case's of those who would e etdien* wise* be* he'lple*ss an 1 powe rle'SS 
tee pre)te'e*t thoms(‘lvos. 1 would (U'pre'cate* any policy which wonhl 
make* tliis Bill something like what, we* have* re'ad <d' the* e>l 1 man in the* 
si'a in t he* Arabian Nij^hts who once* ^ot up on a m in's slioiilele r and the*?i 
on the neck ami head and in a minute* he* was all ove*i* the holy. And this 
Bill (Himme'ucin^ with certain abori^‘ine*s is now e xie'mlin^ its hanels all o\’e*r 
Be'n^al and even int.e) th*' ]>e‘aci‘ful distrie*! of Bakarpfanj. And if this jeroc.e'ss 
is allowexl t o go on, 1 do not know how far it will ^:o. 1 submit . t he're'fore*. t hat, 

so far as the Ma' 2 !;hs are* (Mjneerne'd, t h(*y should be' h*ft. t <» 1 he'inse'lve's to be* de’all 
with wliiMi the Bc'iigal Te'uancy Act is te> be* ame‘nd<*d late*)* on. If, howe've r, 
any s))e*cial case* can be made out against theun I shall ce'rtainly be' t he' last 
]>erson to oppose* thedr inclusion in the* te'rm. But as at, jire'se'nt aeivise'd, 
and in view of all the* communications I have' re*(‘(‘ive‘d fre»m my district, 
the're* is a strong feelim^ that, the ]>rovisions e)f t.his Bill shouhl not. he* 
cxte'iide'd to these* people*. With t he^se few words 1 ceannu'ud my ame*ndm«'nt, 
to the accf'ptance of the C/Ouncil.’ 


ddu’ Hon’ble' Mu (Ttmmino said : — 

Sir. the Hon’bh* Me‘mb(*r desire'.s that Maj^rhs slmulel he* exclude*d I roin 
this scheidiile, on the ground t hat the'y ar<* practically ordinary Bf*n|.*’a)i culti- 
vators. It, IS true*, he says, that he* took m) <*xca*j)tjon to the* imdusion on a 
pi’e'vious occasion, but in view of cend.ain le'pre'se'ntat ions that have* Ixm'u niaeh) 
to him, he now de^sires theur e^xclusion. The* re‘asoii loi* .he*ir imdusion in the* 
Bclieduh’, which, I may remark in iiassim^, is oidy a de^scri jition r>l ahori^rin- 
als. is tiiat, t he CoU(‘e(or of l^akar^anj de'serihed them in the following ten uis : 
He* saiei that, as a race*, they aio iinprovide'iit ; that unlike*- tin* Be'n^alis tiny 
live* togetlier in a communal system, and that it is eenly hy h'^islation ed the* 
kine] jiroposed in this liill tliat it is possihh to save* the Ma|:^lis from the* 
results of their own tliriftlessnoss. If tliis he* the* fact. Sir. I say that, the*re* 
is very little' difference, if any, he'twee’u th(*in anel otlnn* ahori^^inals tr» preeteft 
whom we*, desire to pass this Ie3^islatie)n. It is true' that Ma^hs liave* c'omc 
ov(*r from the Burma border and have* se*ttle)d in Bakartranj. but tlie*y are* still 
Iex)ke*ei upon as senii-aboric^’inal. In tlie eoloni/ation are'a in Bakarij^anj 
district, a separate tract has been se't aside* for them for tlie double purpose* 
of preitecting th(*m and of keeping them apart fre^nn the* infiuenere* of the* 
surrounding people in that district. 1 frankly admit that th(*ir ease* is ne)t 
^o strong as that of seiiiie ejther aboriginals, but still I think that t lunr ease is 
*uf}icienlly strong to justify inclusion in the* sclu'elulc. It *,s to be* noted that 
Under sub-clause (2) of clause 49A. ne^ actiein is to be* taken until fiove'rn- 
ment have notified tliat the provisions of this Act will apply tei eim* or other 
the tribes mentioned in the schedule. I do not think that at the pre*sent 
moment the Hon’ble Member has sufficient jusiihcatiejn for asking for their 
exclusion from the schedule.” 
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TIk' niolior) wns put and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. III. 

1 Hon’hlr liAiu BiiAliENDUA CiiANDKA Uay mov(Hl thut the following 
h(‘ inserted after sul»-s(M‘ti()n {2) f)f section 4t)A, namely : — 

“ (2e) Nri notificaj.ion under sul>-s('ction (2) shall conu'. into operation 
in any distri(*i or local area until six morjths after the publication of such 
notification.” 

‘‘ (2i) Any landlord afieeted by any such notilicalion may, \vithin six 
months of its publication. objecl< tlnna'to before the (^)lh‘ctor on the following: 
^rrounds, nann'ly : — 

(/) tliat the (Mlucation and material cemdition of the aboriginal (‘astes 
or tril>('s sp(‘eified in the notification are noj, of a lower standar<l 
than iln* education and material (condition of tlu' ^en(M*al body 
of non-abori/jfinal peasants inhabiting the sai<l district or local 
area f)r ncugh bon ring ar(*as ; or 

[li) that a large proportion of Idn^ aboriginal castes or tribes speea’fied 
in th(' notification is of a nomadic eharacler.” 

“(2r) If an obj(‘etion is prebnaasl by any landlord on any of the gro inds 
nnudioned in snb-se(!(ion {2b). tlu> (Vdlector shall hold an imjuiry iJu'ri'inf c’) in 
< he preseiKU' of siudi landlord or his duly authorized agent, and shall give his 
decision willi r(‘gard ihen'to in writing.” 

{2d) An appeal shall lie to the ( 'ommissiom'r from any such doen’sion 
of Idu* (collector ; and ev(‘ry order by th('. Commissioner on appeal sliall lx* 
subj('(d. to nndsion and modification by the Local GovernuK'n t.” 

He said : — 

Sir. at th(‘ last mec'ting of tln^ Council when I objeeti'd t > tln^ jiassing ol 
the Ihll into law. I was charged by the Hoidble Mr. (himming wit h having 
takmi an ‘ unfair advantage ' of a particular rule of business. I did not 
know that in raising the obj(u*tion under rule 47, I could lay niysrjlf open to 
sucdi a charge. If to avail ourselves of such little rights as we possess under 
duly promulgated legislative rules be unfair in the official eye, 1 vvomhn* hov 
to charaet eri/a^ gratuit ous at-t ^uupts to supplement, tdio rules of busin(>ss wit h 
so-called notes which lay down maxims like (‘opy-books t elling us what is 
right or wrong for members t o do 

Sir, I do not mind the ])ersonal nature of the attack which the Ilon'bic 
Member in charge t houglit fit to launch against me at the last meeting. 

I am, mor(H)ver, prepared to concede a monopoly of fairness to the Hon’bh' 
Meml)er in charge if ” 

The Hon’bh^ Mr. Donald said : — 

“ Is t he rion’ble Member in order ? ” 

Th(‘ rRKsiDKNT said : — 

‘‘ No, 1 h> is not in order. ” 

The IJon’ble Baiu' IhiAiiKNDRA (TtANDRA Kay (continuing said : — 

‘‘ Sir. th(' Bill immediately takes effect in the case of the Santhals of tin 
districts of Birbhum, Bankura and Midnapore who number 3 lakhs 32 thous- 
and odd. But in its potcmtial scope, this measin*e affects three lakhs more ol 
Santhals in oth('r districts, besides over 9 lakhs of people represented by tlir 
18 aboriginal classes mentioned in section 49A, sub-section (2). Thus 
pot.(M)tial sco])(' of the Bill is about four times its immediate scope, so far 
numbers go. I am pvefectly aware that it is not the intention of the authovb 
ties to extend th(‘ provisions of the Bill to these classes all at once, or without 
any inquiry into the circumstances of each particular case. From all that wp 
have beard and read about this matter, it appears to me that the authorities 
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avi‘- for a few years l>eeu looking out for soiiu* siieli protocl ivi' legislation 
ir the Santhals, and that t lie idea of making it tMnhraei* otlne* alxiri^'inal 
hiss(‘s is an after-thought. We know that some regular in(]iiii v was inaiii* 
Mth regaril to the Santhals, jiartieularly of t hi‘st‘ distrieis, Init no siieh in- 
estiL^ation was ever undertaken in the ot lun* east‘s. Mi*. MeAlpin. I In* authin- 
1* the Hill, has uo douht favoured us wit.h an exprt^ssion of his views aftei' 
he Hill was r(dt 3 rr(‘d lo tht^ S(4iHtt t 'oininit t t‘e, m (‘om st' oT which lie 
minieralt^s tliest^ cdasses of aboriginals as ih'sin vin^^ to Im‘ hroni 4 :hl wilJiin 
lie ])i*osp(^(*ti ve S(*opei ol tin* Hill. With dm* dt*lt‘ri‘iH*t‘ to tin* Ihri'ct or ol 
^and lh*cords, it must he said that we havi* a ri^^hl to oxpt*el a ilioron^ih 
lujuirv in t.he first instaiua*, and an explanat ion from t hr Select t\)mmitt»M* 
nstifyin^ the insertion of these nann s. 


Sir, (,o put tin* ina1f.t‘r hrii^lly, we havi* t-o deptmd mainly on tin* testi- 
nonv of Mr. MeAI])in as to t In* neei^ssit y of in vi'st in^ ( lo\ (‘rnnn'iit with the 
)oW(*i* of (^xt (’iidiii^ this mrasnre of iloiihtful wisth>in to about 1 lakhs e| 
)i'0])h‘. And .ill vin^ a blank eln*(]U(* t-o t he t‘xt*cu l i vi* with rr^*ard to 1:2 
aklis of aboriginals, what safeguards are we j>i-ovidlnr* aj.ralnst any iinllseri- 
ninatt> and iinwisi' exer(*ist‘ of t his t*xt raordinary ]> )Wt'r I pro])ose in this 
iini'inlmeni that tin' landb»rd should Im* ^•iven a (‘hance of slnn\in^.^ that in 
iny ]>articiilar ctast* the <arcii mst.ane(*s do not jnstif\ the extension ol tin* 
novisions of this Hill. Sir, I think I am ri^dit in sayin/JT that the intention 
)f i he legislature is to afFord prot<‘ction to tin* aboritrinal against hims(*lf, 
lot bt'caiust* In* is an abori^jinal, but becrause In* is most backward and ihrilt- 
ess. And before any prot('etion is (‘Xlt‘nded to him. it should b»* madt' clear 
hat he is actually worst' o|V than tin* ^lUierality of tin* ix asant.*^ ol t.ln* non- 
iborie-inal (*lass(‘s ol i he neighbourhood who <%annol m any ci r<‘umst.anct‘s 
M' broun'hl undei* t in* o,>(‘rat.ion of an}' such h‘^islatioii. Sir, this represt*nts 
In* minimum that is due to tin* landlord in consideration ol the ^rt^at 
aicrifice In* is bi'injnr (jailed upon to make in the name ol humanit\'. And I 
lope tin' llon’l)b3 Mr. (himmiiu'’ will s«‘t* his way i acecj t this atnendmeiit 
>11 bc‘hall of Cl o\ ernnu'iit 


rin* llon’blc: Ml:. (yCMMlNG Said : — 

‘‘Sir, the principle of pr(‘VU)Us publication has b(*en adoyited, as most. 
Hon bh* Members an* aware, in S(*(*tion IIH) ol the HentT'd I <*nan( y Act. Jt 
s also list'd in connect it^n with many other AtSs, but I tliink that tin* case 
)f the pn*sent ]>ill is some what dith*rt*nl. It was iir^’etl b\- the Kastern 
l*<*np^al Landholders’ AsstKuatioii wdien submitiin^ their ()pinion ; and un- 
loubtodly that vn.‘vv had vvt*i^ht when thi're w’as no distinct, dt'finitaon of 
d>oriiriiials in tin*. Hill as tlu'ii drafted, but as ( J ovci ii men t liavt* now declart'tl 
*xj)licitly who in thtur vit*w will be C()nsidt*rt*d abori(.^inals and wdnm a lull 
h*s(*i*ipt,ion has bct'ii providt'd in this sc!ii*d;d<*, the ari^iimtmt, it st'trins 
o me, has nearly lost all its foixa*. Iinleetl the inclusion ol any 
[iarticular tribe in this schedule is a warnin;:: that it is pt)ssibl< in tin* 
luture that Grovt*rniuent may deal with thiit tribe in the w'ay in whi(;h 
t is proposed to deal with the Santhals. Idierti is, mor(*ov(*r. an obj(?(;tion ol 
iorm. ddie Hon’ble Member has drafted the anH*ndrnent with tin* inten- 
tion’i^f makiuj^ a prior inquiry obligatory, but there is no provision ioi 
L^iving effect to the decision of the Collector or ( ^unmissH^ner as^ the 
3ase may bt'. Then again there is an objection in primuple, becausi in .i 
matter of this kind, I do not think it is correct that Covi'rnment should 
-hHegato their power to their officers ; the decision should remain wdth thmn- 

selves. Th(3 Select Committee liad some discussion on the point, but it was 

not considered necessary, in view of tin* form in which the sch(*dule has been 
prepared, that there should be a prior publicati m. tor tln*He rt^asons. Sii. 
1 suggest that the amendmenfof the Hon’bie Memlier rshould not be accept- 
ed by the Council.'’ 
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Th(' motion boin^j put,, a diviKion wan taken with the following result ; — 


Ai/es-- 10. 

Tin* II(M»’l»lo Kiiinur Siiil) Sliokliareswar Kay- 
, ,, Halm Hrojciidiu KiHlior Kay Cljaudliiiri. 

Dr. I)t‘hji Prasatl Sarltadliikari, i.E. 

,, Jiiti Doln'ridci Ciaiiidfr Bahadur. 

Halm Hlialuuulra ('luuidra Kay. 

,, ,, Akliil Chandra Dalta. 

,, liai Mahondra Chandra Mitr.i Baliudur. 

,, Mr. Iv. Ih Dutt. 

,, Halm Kishoii Molian Chaudhuri 

,, ,, Amlaka Chartiu Mazuiiidar 


Nora — 26 , 

The IJoiThle Mr. J. G. Cuiiiining, c.s.i., c.i E. 

„ ,, ,, C. J. Stevenson -Moore, v v.o. 

, ,, „ J. II. Kerr, c.s.l., t .i.E. 

,, „ ,, J. Donald, c.i.K. 

„ „ „ I.. S. S. O’Malley. 

„ ,, ,, F A. A. Cowley. 

,, ,, Lt.-Col. \V. J. Buclianan, r.i.E., j.m.s. 

,. ,, Mr. C. II. Boinpas. 

,, ,, ,, \V. C. Wordsworth. 

„ C. F. Payne. 

,, ,. „ K. B. II. Panton. 

,, ,, Hai Priya Nath Mukliar ji Bahadui , 

l.s.o. 

,, ,, Dr. Nilratan Sarkar 

,, ,, Mr. J. Macktuizie. 

,, ,, ,, W. II. II. Arden \Voo<i, ( i.E 

,, ,, ,, Aininnr Kahtunan. 

,, Kaja Ilrishikenh Liilia, e i E. 

Mr. It. Glen 
,, Kev. Dr. Ilowidls. 

Mr. F. W. Carti'r, . i K 
Sir A. Bii kinyr<‘, K'l . 

„ ., Ml F. H.Kden. 

,, ,, ,, H. it A. Trwm. 

,, ,, Dr. Ahdulla-al Maiuiin Snlii aw .ai d\ 

,, ,, Mauivi Alml Ka.sein 

,, ,, Khun S.uhih Ainan .Ah 

'I’hc following meinlx'rs abstained from voting : — 

'I’ho 11 ih’Mh Sir liijay (/hand Mahtah, k.c.s.i., k.i .i.e., lo.m., iMahrn-aja- 
dtiiraja l>aha<lur oi* Ihirdwan. 

Mr. Aliaf Ali. 

]{al>u Siirtnidra Nath Ray. 

Mahnndra Katli Ray, r.i.i:. 


ddn* I'oliowino- infinlun*s writ* ahsmit : — 

dMif H()n’hh‘ Sir Iltniry \Vlitud»‘r, k.c.i.f., ( .s.i. 

Mr. T. (]. V. (iilihons, k.f. 

V th(^ Nawah Bahadur <>[ Murshidahad. 
Sir Rajimdra Nath Mooknrjec^, k.(M.k. 

,, ,, Mr. Prnvash (Jliandnr Milter. 

,, ,, Ariin (diandra Sin^ha. 

.. Rai Rarilia Charan Pal Bahadur. 
iMr. K. A. Martin. 

,, ,, ,, M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. 

Ilai Sri Natli Ray Bahadur. 

'riie (ti/os luMu^' 10 and l lu‘ noes the motion was lost. 


AMENDMENT No. IV. 

Tlie Ilon’hh^ Babf Bkojendra Kisiiok Ray CHAunHuiti moved that 1 h»' 
following he addtnl at the (md of section 49A, namely : — 

“(5) The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to JliiiiH 
cultivators.” 


He said : — 

in tills connection I beg to state that certain sections of 
aboriginal classes in the Eastern districts are known as Jhum cultivators^ 
They are described by the Sub-Deputy Collector of Mymensingh thus : ' They 
generally clear the jungle, cultivate the virgin soil for two or three years aipl 
then shift to other jungles/ Speaking from my personal knowledge I can 
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"ay tliat ..ihoy tlo not ^ciu*rally pay any r»‘ni l«i I hr l.in<lh»r<ls Ww t hr frw 

♦^ars, anfl fl-S soon as ronl is al>f>ut tn hr ass('s^r(l on llirir lu'hl.s. fln’y nio\’t' 
iivvay lo otiirr quarters. In I li(*S(> riia iiinslaiirt's. Sir. I suhinif ( hal it 
.vill no^ he wise or fair (‘itlier to lay <iown that oiut' a .1 hum in>?*(i(‘ iiavr 
touelnni upon a land and left it for fresli field ari'ordin^ to tiunr wont, 
[he landlord must have nothinufinore to d(» with it than t(» wait lor tlir 
[iia*ival of anot her hatch of wanderiiiLT truants. .\u:ain. a'> ri'^ards t hr 

Inteia'sts of t ht‘ d h u inias the ms(‘l ves, t hr Su h- 1 trj)iit y ( ’olh'Ctoi’ ol M \'mt'nsin^h 
ri^litly ohsei'Vt's that : Mhr IJill, as it stands, would tlo nioir haini than Lr<>o<l 
,o thr (iaro cultivators hy makinir it ditliriilt for i.lann to inakr a i>rolil hy 
,ransf(‘rrinpc t li(>ir holdings t,o t In^ nior«‘ s(‘t,thMl rulti vat ors. Arroidin^ to l hr 
-n'rsrnt h'^islation the rihuniias, afti'r 1 hry ha\ (drarrd t hr jimtjrlos, imist 
^vait — nohody knows how hm^ — for ahoi-i^T(“inai ]nirrhas<‘i> to turn up, or l hry 
mist dt'sma tlndr fields without j^ainin^ any return h>i‘ their labour. 1, 
dnM-(‘fore, ur^e tliat tdu' dhuin cult i\at. ors shotd i not In' hrori_fhl within the 
;ro[)e of the Ihll. 

rin^ llon’hh' Mk. (h:MMiN(i said : — 

* I <juit:(^ appr('ciat(‘ the riunarks of tdir lion hh‘ Ahunlnu* ; luii it isoloious 
hat if a (laro lias no siMthnl holding]!; of any kind hr would, undri- no ririMim- 
t-aners. ctiini* uud(‘r tin' j>rovisioiis of t his Ihll ; whih*, on the other hand, if In* 
as a sett led Jjoldin^, 1 ask the llou’hir ^hunlxu* — \Nhy should the lull not 
pply ? Apjiarently, he liasrs his ar^^uiinuit u. <ui the opin ion of t he Su h- 1 )rput y 
’ollrctor of Mynnuisin^h . who sai 1 that it would do harm to the (iaros if tln^y 
■('re suhj(‘rt(Hl t>o such h‘trislation. That opinion, howi^xt'r. is not supjiorlrd 
y l h(‘ Suh-])('j)uty (nilh'ctor’s sup('riors whom I ha V(‘ consulted . I refsnn- 
Kuid. t h(‘i'('fore, that t lu' amt'ndmrnt, lx* not accept, rd.’ 

riu' motion was ))Ut and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. V. 

The llon'hh' r>AHr i:m»i; a Kisiioi; li\'» i>m i:i mo\.(l that, l hr 

)llowin^ he add(‘d at the <‘nd of section 1!)A.. n.imriy . — 

*’(d) t In^ proN'isions of t-hr ('liaplrr shall not apply to .^urh raiyals and 
undrr-raiyat s as hav(* not Immui in cominuou.'> possession o| tlu'ir 
holdin^jfs for at. least thrin* yt'ars previous to ihe pul>licat on o| 
a not,ilicat.ion under suh-section { 2 k ' 

h‘ sanl ; — 

*’ Si]-, the main jiurpose (d idn* 1 Jill . as ^i at.c 1 hy Mi. IJ-atson IJcll was l,o 
e.cure the abori^nals a'^ainst loosiujL^ their ‘ anco.->lral lands. d in eh'ar 
itention of the fJill is, thma-foi-e, t.o ))rot,»ml thos(‘ who are enjoyme: lands for a 
> 11 ^ ])criod. I have jixe<l tin* pi'riol for tlna'e yeai'^ a> the maximum only t'» 

• rin^ out the lat(3nt inl(*ntion (^f tin* am horit l('s. ’ 

die llon’hlc Mii. (/CMMiNG said : — 

“I understami the llon’hle Me.mher wisln's to help the tJovernment l>y 
Musinpr the latent views umh'rlyin^ this section t > he clr*arly expressed ; hut 
think he has overlooktid orn' very salient, fact and that, is that hy an intr<s 
luction of a pri^vision of tliis nature t lic adiinmstrat ion of t in' Afti would he 
endc'.rf'd more ditficult . It would he. always }>ossihl<‘ to|)h'ad want of juris 
liction under section 49N and raise a qm'stion as to wln*t hm* any pa»*t.icailai 
lolding had or had not heen in jiossession of tln^ paiticular rapyat for the 
erin of throe years. IV'sides. 1 su;.^i^‘st oin* possibility to the Hon’hlc Mem- 
>cr. The term is lh?*ee years previous to the nrdiheation which it is jua^posi^d 
o issue. Suppose, for example, a not ification was issued in tin* year 19:^0 and a 
^ase came up for decision in tlio year 1927 or J98(). Accordin^^ to the terms 
)f this clause, the aboriginal will have to prove posHeBsion not simply for 
^ears but for 10 or 13 years, and so the evil would increase. I do not base 
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my rliic'f ()l»j(*cjti(>n chi this which is a minor point. My main objection is t hat 
this proposal will only load to (lifficnUi(5K. I say that this is a case of Uauv~ 
ficcnt legislation, ami I object to any further amendments which may hr 
introduced to tliO inpxMlimcnt- ol t,he obje(;ts which the Bill has in view,” 

Idu'. motion was jnit and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. VI. 

Th(' llon’bl(‘ Bauo Biio.iENDiiA Kisnoi: Bay (Jhaudhiiki, with the h'avt 
of th(‘ r]*(‘,sident , wit,hdr(‘w the following motion which stood in his name : — 

If aiiHUidmeiil No. V Ik‘ not carried, tlic^ llon’ble Babii Brajendra Kishor 
Bay (Uiaudhuri to mov^‘ that tin* following be ad<led at the end of section 
49 A, naimOy : — 

the provisions of this ( diapt.ei* sliall not a|])ly t(, such raiyats ami 
umho’-raiyats as liav(' not been jn continuous possession ot 
th(‘ir holdings for at b'ast three years from tin* dat(' of s(‘tth‘- 
ment, of sueli hr)ldings.” 

AMENDMENT No. VII. 

1’he II on’ble Kumak Siiih Sh ek irAUKswAK’ Bay moveni that tin* word^ 
“ who is a setthul raiyat of tln^ village' within which such land is situait'd ' 
b(^ inserted afl,('r tin' word ‘'aboriginal.” in line 9 of clause' (/>) of sui)-sec*ti()ii 
{^) (^f st'ction 191 1. 

lb' said 

“Sir, this is tin' S(J(‘ survivor (d about half a dozam amendimmts tdi.ii 
1 s(‘nt totln^ Si'cretary and I do not know what fate awaits it in tlie (a)uned. 
(_-laus(' 4911 gives unlimited | ow(M' t,o the (doll(‘(‘tor to selth' the land witli 
any ])(n'Son In' likes and on any terms In' deems propf'r. 1 do not think it 
will !)(' ini})rop('r foi’ a zamindar to ol)j(>et. t-o an iind('sirabh‘ t('nant,a st-rangr' 
forei'd uj)on him about, whom (In'ro will be no guarantee whetln'i* h(^ will \n 
abl(‘ t o pay rc'iit. regularly. That is why I mov(^ that the temant may lx* .*i 
setth'd raiyat of the village. In this cr se, at least there will Ix' this mm 1 
guarant(H‘ that, tin' pt'rson is known to the zamindar and is not a total sti’ang^'i 
and moreover he has also a stake in tin* villagi* and also 1 think somt' sort <>1 
preb'rential c^laim. Tln'iofore, 1 hope*, tin* Hon’ble Memlier in (diargi* of tin 
Bill will find his way t o aeex'pt. this amendment.” 

The Tloibbh' Mu. ('Humming said : — 

“ Sir, at the risk of being t(nlious, may 1 shortly inform the Council wlint 
the procc'dure really is? The Hon’ble Member has attacked a portion of that 
procedure which is at the very fag mid of it. If a holding is transferred in 
(jontra vt ntion of tin* terms of this Bill, the Collector may eject the transfcier 
and may i('stere the land to an aboriginal holdo]*, and, failing su(9i person, 
he may declare' that t he right of settlenumt is vested in the landbn*d. Tim 
landlord has t ln*n one year in which to make a settlement, and it is not till 
aft(*r t his ])(Miod that, the provision to which the Hon’ble Member takes 
objection conu's in. According to the terms of the section, 4hv ('oltect(»i 
may sc^tth* t he land on behalf of the landlord on such terms as he thinks fit ; 
and if he is unable to make such sottleinent, he will then give up the right 
of s(*t tlement., and an unrestricted right of settlement will then vest in 1 Ir’ 
landlord. 1 thei'efon* put it to the Council that the Collector will only takr 
action after tin* landlord has had om* year to get a tenant to his liking- 
What then is tlu' object of adding any further complication regarding tlr" 
discretion of the Collector which is to be exercised after the landlord has 
failed ? The obligation of choosing a settled raiyat will only have the effect oE 
creating a dispute ; and it is such disputes and such complicattons which I wish 
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(> avoid. Moroovor. the vory terniM of the am.'inlim nl s.'cm (,> nu' (o l>c 
irclvvaiif, in th.at the iinporfcaiit. tiling' is not wlicili. r du- i. nani is a sottlml 
aiyat or not. liui whotlier lie is an alMuiginal. 'I'ln relort-. I w.iiil.l ask tlie 
'oiincil to reject this anieiuhneiit. on tin- main ground dial dm ( lolloetor's 
iscref ion need not he restricted, espei-lally wlieii tli.' landlord win. is most 
iteresti'd lias had one whoh* >'ear during wliicli he < an s. leil a lenaiil to his 
w’li liking.” 

'I'he motion being luit, a division was taken with dm r.illowing resiill — 


A yes — S . 




'[’In* lluu’ltle Kumar Sliilt ShukliurcHwar Uun . 

,, Di. l\*ba PruHiid Sartmdhikan, < .1 f 
B ahii Kialntrj Afoliaii Clnmdlinn. 


'riif Hnii*|»|»- Ml ,) j I , , It 

,, .1 Stt'ti'timm Minin'. 1 \,.t 

.. 1 1 l\f> t , • . I . , 1 I I . 

. .1 Doiial.l, . i.i. 

L. S S ( I’Mallfs . 

„ K. A. A Ci.uli v 

, kt- i uliiiM‘1, \\ .) i>ii( |i man. 1 1 K , 

1 .M M. 

,, Mil’ll Hniii jtas. 

,, , ,, t ' W on Is \% . n 1 1 1 

,, , ’ I'’ 1 'a\ III 

10 I'l II. I'antoM 

, Kai I’liN I Nal }i M)ikiiat|i lialiaiiiii, 

l.V.ir 

, I )i \ I li .al an Sai kai 

Ml .1 .M M<*lo‘n/ii’ 

, W il II Anion W oo.l. . 1 ic 
, , \iiiinid loaitiitaii 

, K t |a 1 1 1 ihIh kos|i I aiini, < i i 

Ml. IL <Jlon 

, , , I {»• \ Ik ( J 1 1 1 1 v\ f 1 1 s 

Ml I' W Lai Ifi. . I 1 

, y Si I \ liii kin \ n . K I 

Ml !•: li I’al'i n 
, ,11 K A hwin 

1 > 1 . Alnliilia .il Mtiiniin Snld luanlv 
,, . Mauls 1 Alnil Kan* m 

, , 1\ lian Sail ill \ in in A 1 1 

Ml Altai All 

,, I’alni Akiiil <1, until. i l>iiLl.i 
.. ,, ILii Malit-ntlni Lliandiu Mili;i Iialia<lnr 

,, , lialni Snn ntiia Nath ILi.s 

,, ,, ,, .Mahoinlia Nitih iLis, ( i i. 

Ml. K li.hntl 

Itjihn A inlnkti Lhai an M'l/minhir 


I'ht; lollovvin^ momlx^rs absl.aiiRul from volinu . — 

^Phe Hoii’blo tlie Maliarajadliiraja Haliadin ol Ibinlwaii 
yy Kabu Brojtmdra Kislioi’ Bay < 'liaihl liiiri. 

,, ,, Itai DebendtM’ (diuudiM* (rli<)s<* I>alia< Inr. 

o M Bal)U I^liabeiidra ( Miami ra Kay. 

The following inemberH were absent : — 

M he Hon’ble Sir Henry Whoelm*, K.r.i.i:., ( ..< i. 

„ „ Mr, T. C. P. Gibbons, K.(L 

,, ,, the Nawab Baha<lur of .Mnrsli alabad . 

,, ,, Sir Hajtmdra Nath M(»okerjt‘< , k.( .i.i:. 

n ,, Mr. Provasli ( Mjiinder Mitter. 

,, ,, ,, Arun Chandra Singlia. 

,, ,, Bai Hadha (Miaran Pal Baha<lnr. 

,, ,, Mr. E. A. Martin. 

„ ,, M, Ashraf Ali Khan Chamlhuri. 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. Fa«l"ul Ha(|. 

,, ,, Rai Sri Nath Kay l^aliadnr. 

The ayes being 3 and the no'*s 33, the motion was aecordirigly lost. 
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Balm Bro jendra Kishor Bay Chaudhuri ; Mr, Cumminy. 

The Be7}ffal {Alie7is) Disqualijicnfion Bill, 1918, 

Mr. a Mai ley. 


AMENDMENT No. Vlli. 

'J'ho J>al)U lirojfMulrn Kislmr Ivay Chaudliui'i, with the leave i 

th(‘ lh‘esi{leiit, withdrew following motion whieh stood in Ids name : — 

Th(^ Hon’l)l(‘ IiAiiO l>uoJKNi)iiA Kisiiou I\AY (hiArDiiiTKi to mov(' that al't^ 
section 4!)-() th(‘ following; h(^ add(Ml. namely : — 

Nothing in tins ( dia)>ter shall alTect tln^ right of a landlord i 
receiv(‘ any customary fee from a transleret^ < 
land according to the rate prevailing for tht‘ tim 
htdng in tln‘ locality where such land is situat(‘( 
and no transhn* shall Ix^ valid without, i ii(‘ jiaynuuil ot such fee.” 


eayiMciit 

Iniullord. 


>f’ (‘HHtoiuai v i'e<‘ t< 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

T\\v lloidhh' Mia (dcMMiNii moved that tin‘ Ihmgal 4\mancy ( Amtuidnuait 
liill, 1IM7, as anieiuhMl hy th(‘ (’ouncil on the 18th l)(‘C(*mI)er, 1917. and a 
settled hy 1 he Council on t,he, 22nd January. Iiil8, he jiassed. 

Il(‘ said 

“ 1 have alri^ady mad(‘ i-emarks of a g(Mi(‘ral nature^ regarding tlu‘ ehai’ai 
t.er of this h‘gislation ; and it Would l)e tres))assing on tin' forhearanca' of tli 
Conned if 1 wer(‘ to mak(‘ any further rcunaiks at this stagt‘. I can onl 
ia‘j)(‘at that this h(‘m4ic(‘nt l(‘gislation is in the inhua^sts of th(‘ persons I" 
whom it. is h('ing (uunded and at tlu'ir own laapiest. It is not an atta(‘k ii])*'! 
landlords ; such ri'straints as ha\e ht'cn ])iit U]>on the action of landlords ai 
such as landloials who lhems(dv(*s hold lands in the Santhal country aci 
agnaaihh' to acci'pl . 1 think, t.horefoiaa that lh(‘ (h)une,il iu‘ed have n 

misgivings that legislat.ion ef this natun', wlu'ther as ri'gards Santhals oi a 
laggards aboriginals of tin* (h'sci iption narnt.iontxl in tin* scdiedule to wlnain llr 
Act may Inna^aft.m’ Ix' apjilied. will do any harm ; nay. on t in* contrai“y, it wil 
do a great deal of good.” 

Tln^ motion was put and agr(‘ed t,(». 

THE BENGAL (ALIENS) DISQUALIFICATION BILL, 1918. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 9 and 10. 

The 11 oii’ble Mr. O’Maj.i.ky mov(‘d for leave to intrtKluce a Bill i' 
disqualify cu'rtain ])(*rsons from voting at eh^ctions of, or being elect (*d 
nominated as iiuunhers of, or holding otlica* in, local Ixxli'^s in Bengal. 

Ih^ said : — 

"Sir, 1 hi'g to move for leave to introduce a Bill disqualifying (x*itan! 
]H>rsons from voting at. eh*ctions of, or being elected or nominated as meiuht'c 
of, or holding office in, local bodies in liengal. 

The Bill is brief and self-contained, and it requires but little ex])lanai 
Under tin* Municipal and Local Self-Government Acts in force in Ben?'*' 
there is at pr(*sent nothing to pr(*vauit aliens either from voting at electifU' 
for local bixlies, such as Dist rict Boards, Local Boards, Union Committi^'' 
and Municipal Boards, or from sitting as members of these bodies, or fn»?’ 
liolding r<‘sponsibh^ ('X(*cutive offic(‘ under them. It is considered undcsi’' 
abb* that ali(*ns should have t h(*so privileges, and I believe measures 
already bei'ii taken elstnvhere To disqualify them. In Bengal thn*t' A<^; 
are affected, viz., t he Bengal Miuiicipiil Act, the Calcutta Municipal Act air i 
the Bengal Local S(df-Gqv 0 rnment Act; and instead of amending these Ad‘ 
it has been thought preferable to taka the simpler course of having a dire'^ 
and self-contained measure. 



1918 .] 


The Beuyal {Aliens) DtS(jualifieatio)i Bill, 191S. 
Mr, 0\Mall€7j. 


H9 


The Seram pore (\>lle<je Bill, 19 IS, 

Mr. if Malle}/. 

'riio run j>r<)vi(lrs for tiio clisiinalifiratioii of i‘Vi*rv person wlio is not a 
lUatish suUjoct or a subject ol' any State in Imlia ; rln‘ latter (‘Xpression 
not include' tlu‘ subjects of forei^Jfn Kuropean States in India. Alnuis 
an‘ uot to 1)0 idi^ible t(^ voli' at. eb'ctions for local Ixulies and are i o be 

debarred from obtaining si'at.s by means of idt‘ct.ion. As membersbip can be 
obtained not only by elect ion but also by nominat ion, the lattei met boil ol 
admission to moml)ersliiji is also blockeil by tlie lUll. As the responsibb‘ otUc(‘s 
of ('baiianan. Ib'puty (diairman and \ ice-( diairman need not always be Imld 
by mendiers of the l^oards, t In^y liav(> also bemi brought within the scope 
oi* the Ihll ; ami it is provided that as soon as the Act comes int.o lon^e 
aliens ar(' to be de|)rivtHl of their nuunbm-sliip or of their olhees il they 

liapj>en to bt' membm’s or t o hold any of thes(‘ ot1i<*es at the t ime. 

Tlie ilfeneral ])iovisions of the Bill, which apply to all aliens, aie subject 
totin' imj)ortanl proviso at the end of the lUll whiidi allows the (ioxeimnent 
of Ihmi^ab witdi the *a])proval ol tin* (1 ovt*rnnnml ol India, to make an 
eX(‘eption in tin* casi' of .an\ alnuis or class of alnuis. I'ln* reason lor 
this j)roviso is that, it, is considered that tin* Armenians should not 

be deprived of tin* privilej?(‘S whicli they at present possess. As 

lom^ a^o as KiSS an undcrtakiiijL*' was ^ivmi in a (Miarlm* oianl<*dto an 
Armenian merchant, Lotre^n IMianoos ( ’alander, by the (lovio noi- and (h)m)»auy 
of Mi'rcbant-s of London trading to the East Indii's, that. ‘ the Armenian 
nation shall la* ca])abh* of all civil otlic4*h and jirefernnmts in the same 
maniK'r as if they wen' Idn^lishmen born.' ddiis urn h‘rt .ak ine- has hilht'rio 
been observed and it is int(‘nded t(> observe* it. It- is tnie that a considerable 
numbei' of the Armenians, resident m Bengal, were born in British India, 
and are', e'onseapieii t ly , l»ritish subj(*(*ts. and t he* epiestion ol disli'anchisi'mi'iit 
w<»uld not t ht're'fore ai ise' in their eaise. It would, however, arise* i n t 1 le ease of 
those who wen' boi’ii outside liritish India u nh'ss they are e* xej uded Irom the* 
scope ol the* Bill. W'e feel that if 1 he*y Wen* de'pil V e‘d of t.he*ii‘ existing lights 
( I ove*rnment woiihi la\ itse‘lf ojieii to a charge ol breacli ol laitli vn it h a 
e*(3minunity of ])eopb‘ who have provesl t hf*mse‘Ive*s loyal anei nse'liil 
citiz(‘ns, and some of whom ha\'e‘ jelaye' l a b'adin^ part in muni(‘ij>al iiie. It is 
llu'refore intemeh'd that all Arme*nians Himiild e^ontinin* t.o emjoy thmr 
e'Xistin;^ (UVK! rights; miel the ( i e)Ve*rnm<‘nt ol India have* alreadv' i^iviii an 
assiirama* that th(\v are) pii'pai’cel to e*xclude* Arme'iiians Irom tin* rest ne*t ions 
which the Bill imiioses. 

With th(*s(* worels J mo\'e* lor b^ave* to introeluce* tin* Bill. 

The* mot,ie)n was put and a^re*eel to. 

The Flon’ble Mr, ()’Mallcy move*d that the* said Bill be* re*b‘iTi‘d to a 
Scle‘ct LoiiiniitteM* eronsistin^r ol’ the* ilon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha. tin* llondde* Mr 
Payne*, the Hon’ble? Mr. Panton, tin* Hon’bl<* Mr. .Mackf'U/de*, tin* Hon bb* 
lb*. Abdulla-al-Mamun Sulu'awardy, tin* lie)?) bl»* Uai Maln*ndr*a ( han<lra Mit.i a 
Bahadur, the Hon’ble Babii Sure'udra Nath Bay ainl the* niove*!' with instruct 
tious to circulate) tdieir re‘j)ort m tinier le)r its e*onsieb*ration at tin* I'ebiiiary 
nifHeting of the' Council. 

ddie*. motie)n was juit and a^'re*e‘el to. 


THE 8ERAMPORE COLLEGE BILL, 1918. 

UIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM HO. 11. 

The lloii’hle Mk. O’MAi.i.F.y moved iur leave to introduce a Kill 
smpplemenf, and in certain matters to supersede, tlie Koyal Charier oi 
Incorporation and the Statutes ami UegulatiouH of the Seraiupore e/oliege. 
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The SerampOre College Bill^ 1918. 

Mr, (yUidley. 


[22nd January, 


11(‘ said : — 

“ Sii-, ir i he Iloii’hle Members will rider U) thi^ scdiedules of t in* Ibll they 
will sin* that, tlii^ (Charter dates baek to 1827 and the Statutes and Regulations 
to I8;h>. I trust that the Members of tlie (voiincil will bear with me if I give 
a brief historical resum/* in onlm- to explain tln^ eireumstaneos whieh have led 
U]) to this Rill. 

The Serampore (h)llege was foiindiMl a eentiiry ago by the little band oT 
Raptlst Missionaries known as t he Serampore Missionaries. Seram])ore was 
lh(‘n I)anish territory and was known oHicially as Fidderieksnagore. The 

(h)llege was i neor])orat.(‘d in 1827 by a Royal Charter granted by t he King of 

Denmark, wliieli gave it the, powers of a D niv(‘rsity for c*onferring degrees. 
If llon’l)l('! Mimibiirs vvdl refer to the translation of tdii* (Miarter — t ht‘ original 
is in Danish,-- whieh is printml as Sehediili* I of the Rill, they will st^e that 
t he ohjind of th(‘ Collegi* was to ‘ pi'omott^ ])i(dy and learning ])art ieularly 
among the Indian Christian ]>oj>nlation of India.’ It. aiithorizial the (h)llege to 
eonfei- degrt‘(^s on t he students t hat- testify th(‘ir profieieney in vScdimei*, and 
it, provid(Ml for t lii^ leaking and (*stabl ishm(*nt of Statnt(‘s and Regulations. 

Th(“ Statutes and Regulations, of whiidi a (*oj>y is tirintiul as Scdieduh* II 

of the Rill, W(M*(‘ diawienj) in 18H.‘h d'hi\y laid down, in aeiMii-daiHa* with the 
tt‘rms of I he ( diarter, that the Councdl of theCddh^ge was to (‘onsist of a Mastei 
or Dresideiit and at, least t wo, but not, more t han fou]‘, members. d^ln\v also 
laid down that, — ‘ learning and j>iety being ])ta*nliar to no dimomination ol 
( diristians’. — one (d* the miunbers might belong to any denomination otlnn 
t han that of tdie Raptists. 

In 18d() Serampore was transferred 1 to the Rritish by a treat y <>i puichase 
whieh rei'ognized the Charter, for it provided that the rights and immunities 
whieh it grant, tul t.o tht‘ ( a)lleg(* should not bi* inteidered with but eontinue 
in fori'i* in the same way as if they had been obtained by a (’hart, or from tin' 
Ibdtish (lovermnent subject to tlie general law oT India. 1 must ])ass britdl\ 
o\t‘r tln^ vicissitudes of the (’ollege during tin* n(‘Xt half century. In 1850 il 
was placed by the (’ouneil at the disjosal of the Ra])tist Missionaiy Society 
lor use in its (‘duirat ion.al work, both st*cular ami t,heologi(*al, and m xt yeai 
it was aHiliatiul to the newly found University of Cahmti.a. 

In 1900 a UKivemont, was set on foot, for the ri*organ izat ion of tin* (doll(‘ge 
on the lines laid down by its original founders. The object s conti^inplat imI 
w(*re to provide fa(d!iti(*s for th(*ological study in conjunction with a 
libei*al coursi* of general educaition ; to secure that, the seientihe study of 
(diristian theology and biblical literature after a sound preliminary (‘ourse in 
literature', philosophy ami sedemce should recedvt* academic ri'cognition similar 
to that ae'corded in W(*stern ceuiniries ; ami to utilize the (’ollege Charter for 
t he gi ant ing of t Iniological dc^grees to studmits oi all churches, in course 
of tinu* it b(‘(*am(* eviclent that tin' denominational limitations that the 
original founders inserted, would prove a studous obstacle to the realization 
of thesi* ideals. Eventually the College' (^hmiK'il came to thi^ conclusion that 
1 ow('rs should be obtained by legislation to enlarge its membership so as te 
allow inter-denominational co-operation in the gov(*rnment of the College and 
movt'd Cov(*rnmcnt to undertake legislation. 

Tin* Rill 1 have the honour to intiaxluce has been drafted in order to gi\c 
ell'eet to the wishes of the College authorities. Rriefly, they desire to conIVr 
degry'es in theology upon the students of the College under the powers grantt'd 
by ilu' Royal Danish Charter, and they are anxious to place the constitution 
on a widtu* int(*r-denominational foundation. The Bill consequently provides 
for an alteration in the (‘onstitution, the (knincil being enlarged to a maximum 
of lifteen members in addition to the Master, while one-third only of the 
members must belong to the Raptist dtmomination. There is to be a faculty 
which shall be resix)nsible to the Coun(*il for thedijternal management of the 
('ollege am] a strictly inter-denominational Senate, which will frame the courst'!^ 
o! studies and contnd the examinations. 
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H8.] The Srramjfore Bit L TJJS, 

Mr. 

/if sol u.tif>ns. 

Bahu Ktsliori Moha?i ( ^hattdhuri. 

As ropjards the |)o\V(M* confor tln‘ antlu>riti(‘s an' 

ii|)ow(‘ro(l by iln‘ (JliartcM* to ff!*aiit dt'^roos to iln‘ siudcuis who arr pro- 
*i\'nt ill sc*ionc(A ; and aocording* lo tin' ordinary nu'anin^ of t hr word I hry 
r in a jiosition l.o ^rant. (h‘^]*('rs in non-l Ium » loLr:ic‘-al snhjrris. I nndrrsland 
lat th('y int(‘nd to ^rant only tln'olo^ii^al d(‘^rr(^s, l»nl it. has hiMMi lh(m^ht ‘ 
Ivisahlr t.o subji'ct tlu^ir power ol' (‘.onforrin^x dr^na's in olhin* subjects i<. 
Lroi^nards similar to-those ])r(*s(‘ribed by t he 1 1 ni xansit ie.s Act. A eeordin^^U’ 
is provi(h‘d in elanse lo, that if at any time the t'onncil of t he t’olle^e 
\all intamd to^raiH non-t.lieolo^ical de^ria'es, siitdi ile^i*(M‘s shall be contine(l 
) stildeiit.s of t h(‘ (JolIe^(', and t hat Indon^ it ^-rant.s su(*h <letfia‘es ii shall 
itisly the tioverniiKMit as to l ade<piae\’ of the establishment ami tin* 
pni)menl of t In^ ( ailloj^e, the aea<leniie standard to b(' maintained and the 
naneial provision made therefor. 

I sliould t'xjilain that ( iIo\a‘rnm<‘nt, bad tliat the undeitakin^ ^i veii in lSt:» 

» maintain tlu^ ri^“hts and immiinitaes of the ('olli^^e implied at least a 
lor al oblijo-ation on the jiari. of ^ * ovinn imnit not toanu'nd 1 Ik' (’barter in this 
ay without the (ionsi'iil of the* (^ilh'^e authorities. ddii'y Wi*re ae<*ordmLxly 
msulti'd about this provision, and it has been inserte<l in tln' Ibll uilh 
leii eonsent. I should l’urt.h(*r explain the us(‘ in (dause I of the words 
lovernim'iil as dehmal in st'ction 2(Vd<d the Indian Id in versitn's Act, llMH, 

1 relation I o t he ( ’aleiit t,a I ' n i v(‘rsi t y ' ddial section sa\’s ‘ t lu' exjnession 
t lit' ( 1 oveininK'iit ’ nutans in rtdat ion to the Tniversity of ( 'a lent ta tin* (lovt'r- 
oi -f * eiu'ra 1 in C’ouiu'il.’ Tlu' ( iovtn-nmtMit of Imlia will ther(d‘or(‘ havt* to 
e satisiitnl undei’ the I - ni vtnsit it'S Atd. as it imw stands. It ma> . liovNexer. 

o in the recolltH’ldoii of lion ble Mt'inbtu's that in the (’onvoealaon speet li 

hudi 1 1 is Kxe(dl(*n(\^’ t.h(‘ X ietn'oy thdixanasd last yt‘ar hf‘ foreshadowed t in* 
ossibility (){ a tiansfer of the (Control of t h(* (’aleutta llniv'ersity i rom 
le ( i oxanai imnit of India to t in* l>enp^al ( b)vernmenl . 1 1(‘ rtunarked : — 

It has bet'll frequtuitly ur^t^d that the time has eomt‘ for the ( iovern- 

leiii of Ihui^al to t-ak(‘ tht‘ jiJaet' of tdit' ( Joxa rn imuit (►! India and t he 

loveiaior to tak(‘ t h<^ I laea' of t he Vu^eroy in t he eonstitutioii (►! t ie* 
nivt rsit.y. Since I assiiimsl olliea' I have been xau'v etinseioiis ol t he ‘^rave 
icon venit'riee of the distanta- which st^parati's the lonversit\’ from its 
haiK'ellor and tlie ( * ovei-nmt'iit of India. It. is impossible for us t o !ia\e 
lat cIos(« ant] intimate kiiowledut* ol your affairs whitdi only resitieuee on tie- 
pot can ^i\e. I>ut 1 do not. think that, tie' mommit vvleui we aiv* st'tlin^ up 
ns ( ’onimission, whost' rtoommeiidat ions we shall havt^ to tronsider, is the 
loni' nt for such a changic As soon as tln^ (’ommission has reported and 
edion has been taken on its report, that will bn the moment when t he 
lov(‘rnor and the Go\'(n*nment of Bengal may w«'ll tak<* oxer charge.’ 

Tin* wfjrds to whi(di I have* referred have ther<*fore be<*n list'd in tie* l>ill 
> that if at any time ]iereafr.(*r the control of tht* (yalcutta Unix'ersity is 
ansferrtMf to the IhniL^al Govern m(*nt, ami s«*ctio.i ol the Indian 

ni\*e*rsities Ac*! is aimuided to legalize tdie <dianj^e, there xvill Im* no 
L'cessity to ann'iid claiisi' 13 and tin* fuiudions assigned to (ioxauaimeiit in tin- 
iat t('r of non-t hnolo^]fical de^]*(*eH xvill //as-o /uyj/o devoixa* <ni the ( » ox ernmen t. 

r Bengal. ” 

1 h(’ motion was put and agreed to. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

(f rider the rules for the discussion of matiers of (fcnc ml j uhUc infertsl,} 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM NO. 12. 

The llon’ble Bahu Kninotjl Mohan Chaudhuki moved the following 
="8olufion : — ^ 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the last batch 
students of the Belgachia Mejdical School admitted in the year 1D13, and 
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ill,, sc wli,, luilcl for I, lie Hrsi, (,inic in one m t.wo sul.je,-t.s m l,lie P acull y 
Kxnniinalion lieM in Novenil.er, HUG, U- p-an (..■.! an opporlu.nly lo appear at 
t.lie Liec'iit ial<' Fj^caniinat.ion of the State Medical 1* acuity ol liinigal as lias 
lieeii [irevioiisly allowed in tlic (tase of other studc'iits. 


lit* said : — 

-Sir. the (luestion was suhuiitted to ( h.veriiiuent and it v\as disctissed tn 
llinpnl.lic press and f have had an opportunity of seeing ihr (.overmiient 
views in rt'fdy to a rejireseiitation inailcin the eolutnns of tin- BeutjaLee. VN hen 
the State Kacttlty Kxaininatioti was arranged for there was a notihcation that 
the provisional examination would he held for | wo yi^ars up t o May 191 G and 
thereaft.er no extimination for private students wouhl he held At the line 
t his was done, the cas,. of the students who were admitted in 1 »1., for a our 
vears’ course was not considered. At the lime tt was open to the schoo 
authorities I., .lismiss an,l close those classes or to warn the stmlents ahout i 
hut nothing was dotie. Ap,,arently thmv was an impression in the mnu s oi 
tln^ students as also the school aiithoritu's that when tiieir ease arises m 1.1 , 

it will he hivourahly considered and they continued with their studies utider 

that impression. Uiit sit hsequently when they suhmitted a petition lor an 
('xaminalioti to he held in lit 17 it was not considered in their lavoiii. 


T1h‘ (»l 

t,() :i|)i>(’al t<i 


Sir. 1 neiul not, I think, make any very leiifT' hy 
these students for whom I plead is Hufficiently strong hy it sell 
till' ^•(Kxi sensf' of }loii’l)U‘ MtMiilx'rs. 

I confess tnv utter inability to make out why it is that the (Government 
liavc so hitig heen persistent in their refusal to g, ye 1 hese students an oppor- 
tunity for registering themselves. 1 ne.sl not. 1 think, dwell at length upon lie 
ilisad'vantages of non-registration which, 1 am perteclly sure, p’ery Hon hh 
Metiiher iires.mt here is well aware of. 1 might only say that the 
ages an> manv and 1 really do not see why tlu'se poor studmits should sulh . 
from any such 'disadvantages while equally qualified candidates were given 
th,' oppdrtuiiity of (iiialifying themselves for rc'gist ration. 

I may hrielly stale the history of the unfortunate iiosition so as to male 
it, clear I o't his ( h.'ttncil that the (Government are lahoimiig inuhy an ‘'•''•nl.' 
wrong impression throughout oti the question ‘who is at lault Ami t lin 
wroiig ini|>ression I have no douht is at t he root ol the whole situat ion. Hi 
M(Mli(‘al Art was passrd in 1 lu* y(‘ar by t his (^oiinril. A k)1i 

the time when the lleiigal Medical Act was passed negotiations were goitii 
on hetwecii t he (Jovertimeiit and t he Helgachia Medical Holh'ge authoi ttu . 
for converting that College into a first grade University College, as a resiil 

of which a.lmissioii into the old college and school departmen s was stopiie. 
for the first time in 1914. I’.nt the existing classes started in IJlL and U • 

wen. not discontinued, which at least shows that everyone in the (.oUcge 
I mean the (’olh^ge authorities and the students, were under the impressier 

that the already tidmilted students would he gtven opporiunities of qualif\mf 
themselves for' registrat ion under the Act of 1914. Ain this view ohtain 
support from a letter of Dr. H. (1. Kar, the Secretary ol the College, to 
Secretary to tin' rtoverntnent of Hengal. 1 need only refer to apart of Hi. 
lettt'r which is as follows ; — 

•(2) 'riiese students were given to understtind t hat they will Ix' alhe' 

ed to pass out as their predecessors and the school w’as deharred from a*-*'"' 
ting any new students under agreement with the (.overnment of Bengal iMd 
eflectr from dune, 1914.’ 

(Letter dated the 2nd October, 1916.) 
Thus it is that these students are not to bla^e. 'rhe la-cent 

reply to the representation of the Indian Association which says that tlies 

students are themselves to blame thus proceeds upon a wrong hypothesis. 
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the course of the reply (publisluul in the Bengalee, dated the 2Krd Dociuiiher, 
1917) the Governniont remark : ‘ Tlie hardships from which the students 

referred to are alleged to be sutfering ari> f he rt»sult of the failure of these 
sludeiitH to adapt themselves to e(>ndvti(ms vvhieli wen* std out very c-li‘avly auil 
in ample time to allow them t<i lollow a coursi* of stmly (pialifylng I lumi to 
appear at the examinations of State Medical Faculty undm- its ordinary rult*s.’ 
Hut may I ask, Sir, how could thesi^ stmhmts, aftm* a year’s eourst' in 
tht‘ school, adapt themselves to tln^ conditions Hi‘t out t'X(‘ept by tin* 
discontinuation of furth(*r stmlit^s in that l)(‘partim‘nt ? If so, why wtue not* 
the students given timely information and warning or the (‘lassi's dis- 
continued ? 

It is of (‘ourse true tliat the State M^nlical Faculty immtHliat.i'ly after its 
creation notified that examinations uud(*r its I ransit.oj*y provisions will be 
held up to May IDlb. Hut could it nol b(‘ imagined by 1 hes^ sliulenis, if 
tlu^V km^w of tin? notifu^ation at all, that, this notilication was only piovi- 
sional and vvlnm tlu^ transitory j)i*ovisions (^xistt* I and W4‘!-t‘ a]>pli(‘d t,o sonn* of 
th(‘ students that wtu*e aln^ady admit tt^d Ixd’ore 191 I for a st udy of four years’ 
course, this concession would also lx* extended t.o them when it wouhl he 
pointetl out to tln^ authoriti(.\s that tiu' notifi(\ation made' did not covm- t ht‘i i* 
case and it was not possible for theun to app^^ar at the kdnal Fxaininalion 
InUd in 1916 ? Sir, it is only natural to imagiiu' so. When they s(‘e 

that students admitted in lt)12 an^ getting a (‘hanee, it is im]x>ssihle, Sir, 

I say, it is impossible for thinn to imagim^ that they would not h(‘ given a 
ehanct'. The fact, that this notification did not covtn* their case, they might 
havo thought, was amndimtal by r(*ason of a mistakt^ or was only |>rovisional. 
Surely, vSir, it »s bad logic to say oth(‘rwise. To me(*t this it has beim 
said that this (joneession — I im^an tin' transitory provisions — was in(‘ant only 
for existing pra(‘titioners and not foi' stinleiits who had not iiassiwl out of tin* 

<yolh*g<'. If that is so, how is it that sonu' of t he students wm'e allowi^l to 

laktj adv’ant.agt' of tluise ti’ansit-ory j>rovisions ? Is it by mistake? ease, 

thm-efore, counts to this that some ar(‘ alhevi‘d while oth(‘rs are not,. And 
why this distimdion ? I find no suitable (*x olanation. Hesid(‘s, why was tin' 
eoma^ssion subsiHiuently (‘Xt(md(‘d up to Nov<*mber, 11)16? I <lo not r(‘ahy 
understand why ? One is, howt;v<u-, aj)t to think that this tvxt.ension was 
maile not t(^ give tlie practitioners another chance, but only to nn‘et t he caso 
of tin* students, because the* existing practitioners had alr(‘ady got some 
chan CCS. 

Sir, c>n(^ is naturally inclined to ask tln^ (luestion : how does tin* 
frovernment suffer if these students an^ given a (chance to (pialify tin*!!!- 
sclv(‘s ? I am unable, my Lord. I conf<*Hs, to answ(*r this (juestion. Is t here 
any question of cifficial pn*stig(^ or anything of th<at soi t in this (question 1 
think tliore cannot be any. Why then this pei’sisteiit r(‘fusal on tin* part of 
th<^ Government ? Sir, I appeal to you to remedy this gri(?van(!(*. The 
matt(*r may be said to be petty, because the casi* of not mon^ than ItM) young 
boys is involved. Hut when j’ou look at the matter for tin*, future lib*, of these 
100 unfortunate students the matter certainly is very serious. Hy your 
refusal you takeaway some rights from some young persons, who will just 
licgin their life, possibly for no fault of theirs. Wlnm it does not injun^ the 
fiovernmont in an^ vvay, on the other hand it giv(*s c(U’tain p(^of)h^ the rights 
to which they are reasonably entitled, surely. Sir, it is not proper* for 
the authorities to refuse their prayer miriply Ixicause a discretion is v«*sted 
in them. J will say, Sir, that to refuse these students will be an arhi' 
trary and not reasonable exercise of discretion. 

The Bclgachia Medical Institution has been thoroughly investigaictl 
into by the Government and is admitted to bo a well-staffe^l, wc*lI-c<jnipfM*‘l 
and well-managevl institution. I may be permitted Po observe that in tbc 
year 1898 the Government of Bengal appointed a Commission, with Columd 
B- C. Sanders as President, to enquire into the standard of admission, 



74 


Resoluitons. [22nd January, 

liahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Dr. Nt Ira fan Sarkar. 


eurriculuiu and (‘quipinent. Th(5 Commission came to the conclusion that 
tlunr st andard of admission, etc., are t\w same as that of the Camj)ljell Medical 
School and may bn affiliated with a limited number of students. Hesidns 
the ( Jovtnnineiit of India have by a rtH'.ent notification in tlie India (razelU\ 
dated tli(‘ I2tb January 1918 tlloim* Departnumt No. 2()2-('), empowenMl 
tinj He-lga(;liia Medical Colh'^f^c'. to ^>‘rant certificates up to 1918. Tlie notifi 
cation is quoted below : — 

' In ex(‘.rcise tlu; (5ovm*nor-General in Council is pleased 

to autlioris(‘ tln^ Institution, now known as tlui Calcutta Medical School 
and (volle^-e of Physicians and Sur^(M)ns of Bengal, situated in Ihdgachia 
(Calcutta), to grant C(u*tifi(tates of * attendance and proficiency to sued) 
studcaits as shall havi‘ ])asscd idle fourth year examination of the said 
1 nsi ii lit ion prior i o t In^ ihth March, 1918, subject to tin? following (con- 
ditions ’ 

ddiat shows that tine ( Jovicrnment. of India are also satdsticul that studtuits 
))ass(‘.(l out of tln^ Ihdgardiia Mediical Collegia are lit to pra(dis(^ the wt^st(3ni 
m(Hli(‘al Hciencic under the Indian Mediical A(ct, of 1916. I do not understajid 
liow it can still Ixc said that tdie very same students who are thought til 
by t In^ ( lovernuKUit- of Indi i ar(‘ not fit persons to Ixc negisten^d undrr 
line provisions of the Ihmgal Medi(cal Act, 1914. And, Sir, doics it not 
(ireate an anomaly btctwecui tlu* workings of tin* two Acts, the Indian 
M(cdical Act of 1916 and tluc Jhuigal Medical Act. of 1914? I riigia^t. V(‘i\ 
much. Sir, that tlucsi^ students ari*. evmi now, that is, aft er t he notificat ion 
by tluc Covcu'inntuit of India, refused registration. 

Lastly, Sir, 1 may be picrmittiul to refer in this connection to whai 
happcuucd in Kngland wiien tin* Medical A(*t was passed there in 1858. ddit' 
(nuKcral Council W(*rt* (unpow(*red to disj)(*ns(c by spiccial ord(‘rs with any 
provision of the A(ct in favour of ])ersons who vvinac al ready pra(4 ising in 
t in* Unit.i'd Kingdom and also in favoin* of meditcal studtmi.s who had coni- 
menc.ed t.ln‘ir piolessional studii's befoiac tine ]>assing of tin* Act. Thai 
is. Sir, what should bo. Furt.her, what, was done by tine Calcutta lTnivi*rsit\ 
wlnm in 1911 tlu^ L. M. S. (examination was abolislnnl ? In ordt*)' lo 
afford (*V(uy cliaiua* to its unsu(‘cessful L. M. S. studiuits t ine Liniversil.) 
allowed tin* })luck(*.d candidatics to ap])(car at fiv(c chanc(*s till Nov(unb(*r 1 9 1 .1 
That is t.luc reason why 1 plead all the more stnjiigly on Ixdialf of tdn*. Pdl- 
batch who got oidy om*- chama^. In justice they ought tola*. allow(Ml moro 
(diainces. It is inexplicable, further, why tine Bengal Static Medical Faculty, 
did not (consi h*r tine icasi' of thesi* students when tlu‘y made tlie transitoiy 
provision. Is it Ixccause tlncy wicn^ unawaiac of them ? 1 do not t.hink so. Or 

perhaps it. was a mist.akic ! If so, it. is timi^ that the mistake sliould l>r 
rfjctiilicd.’ ’ 


Tin* llon’ble Uu. Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

“ vSir, Inna* is a case of rt*al hardship. Here, as in Great Britain, bideri 
the passing of a Medical Act, there had been practising members as v\a41 
students (engaged in .^tudii^s. According to the Mt^dical Act of Giaat 
Britain ]>rovisions wtna-. madii for declaring practising members as qualilicd 
for registration, that is to say, m unbers that had been previously practising 
By tlie same Act also the students who had been engaged in medical studi^'^ 
had C(‘rtain facilities for appearing at tli<t^ examination and in the case of tluMi' 
passing such ( xamination they were declanxl as holding registrable ciuah' 
fications. Ibcre vve had our students and wo had our passed students, I am 
speaking for Bidgachia School which is, 1 suppose, the school mentioned in tlx* 
resolution. As regards our passed students who were practising membii^ 
and many of whogi were alsi in some service — at the instance of tla' 
Hon'ble Mr. Norman McLeod an assurance was giv*m to them by Sir William 
Duke in connection with the discussion on the Medical Act that the passed 
students of this school would have an c^portunity of going in for au 
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vaminatioii t.hat. woiiM l»o inst.itiito^l hy lUo rxainniin^ IxhIv lliat was in l>o 
\-u\oi\ for rxaiuininpr iho stirloiits. Snbso<]Uontly Mm Sl.air Modical Kaciilt-y 
as instituted and t.lio State Mtuiical Fatndty ruled ora ride was Tua<l<' by I lie 
i)V(M*ninent in eonnecaion witli I lu^ institution of t he Stair Mt'dieal Faculty 
) the i‘tfec*t- tliat for two year.s passi^l students of su<*li medical schools 
; |»el^acliia would be permitted to ]nH‘Sont theinselvi s at ( xaminal ions tti be 
eld by the Static Mi'dical Faculty, and if tlnw i)asse<i tin y would be cain- 
dered as hohlin^ thi^ medical qualification for Mie purpos.^ of the 1 v('ii:istral it >ii • 
cl, So far it was all rlccht , but, t hmi t lu' Ihd^achia Medical School was 
Iniitt.ing students up to th<‘ yi'ar l!)i:band the ( h)v<un men 1 kmw it and the 
ovmnment knew tliat when the Medi(ad Act. was passed many of tln^ 
udeiits windd not- have, obtained maturity as pupils at that time and that. 
,]n(' of them must taki' a little tinu' after t,lu‘ passing of that Act, in ordm* 

> att.aln maturity. 1 1 nfortunatidy no provision was madi' for smdi students, 
n fact two yi‘ars milled by May linth that is the two y(‘ars for whu!h the 
tate Medical Faculty was authorised to examim* the passi‘il students of the 
ernaeular medical scdiools or indi^mious non-o(!i(dal miMlical sidiools that 
ndt‘d by May ini(>, but by that, tinu' many of our studmits did not eonijilete 
Indr c.oursi' in tln^ school and the r('sult was that many of them have Immui 
luck. Subsi'ipKMit ly anot h('r chama^ was ^ivmi and tliat was in Novembm* 
lUf) and then also inany of our studmits di<l not finish their studii's ami the 

etc. ddie ri'Sult is that many of t hmn had no chance 
for t in* (examinat ion oi t In^ Stal(‘ MiMln^al k acuity. 

1 am oidy eonc(ern(‘(l with point ing out t In* inconsist ency ol t in* 
nt, assurance' on t lu' om' hand and tin' orih'rs su bse(pn*nt ly passed. 
Vhat I am intert'stc'd in is this : Merc is a fairly^JTood numlx'r of d(‘S('r vintT 
oumrmcn who are in a way jiraetically dendan'd as (|na(dvs for no fault 
if tin'ir own. Of course they may have a school (X‘rt,ifi(‘aU‘, at h'ast some ol 
In'in havi', but, a school (uu-tificahe is of vi'ry little us(‘ t,o a nnrlical prai'ti- 
leiier, [larlicularlv afti'r the passinc: of tin* Medical Dej^rei's Act. Idnlm- the 
ircuinstances if ’ t.ln* ( J ovi'miir ' nt kindly ext.imd t In* t ransitory re<j:ii la 1 ion to 
inot.hm- yt'ar or t wo, ^j^ivinir 1 ehainx's to tln*se studmits, I think that 

vould IxOn'lpititr a d(‘,serviti^r (‘lass <.f yiiuntr tueii. As n'^rards lowerin/r the 
itandard of wdiiirfi we are all afraid and in which we are all 
hink thma’, is ni fivar of that,, for the (examination will maintain tin 
t-andard as in the ])ast and noi>ody shall b(‘ (h'clared I'c^^ist rahh^ 
loidim; a la'i^ist rabh' qiiahtic^ation befon^ In* pass(es an <*xamimiat,ion. I he 
jiiestio I is only one of ^ivinj:^ one or t wo chama's t(»stud(Mits wlioliave 
m-ularly attmnie.d thmr cdass.'.s and re.irularly (lone their duty in the hospitals 
ind ])r(>par(xl in (‘>vm’y ot her way (or t-ln*. (‘xannnation wit h t in hop< t, i.it, ^ 

n t heir turn should hav<^ a chanc»* ol ^oine in lor the ( 'X.unin.Ltion. nl 

nifortuuatrdy tlnry find now tdiat tln're is no fdiance loi tlmin. n t n^si 

ar<;u mstanc(*,s ! support t In^ re-soIutn)n which Inas Ixniii mo\ed. 


os]>it,al at t l'ndamu'' 
rhateV(>r to ^o in 
1 owt* ver, 

I ( iverii nn 


1 nt,en *st,ed , I 
same 
as 
Tin 


The llon’bb^ lUmi Akiiil Ciiani>ka Datta said 

“ Sir, I liavo trroal, ploasuro in supp irtint? Miis r.^soliil i<m>, an, I lu « 

I do not propo-ne i,o milc(e, any li'in^t hy Kpe,e<*h. I would on y say ' 
i\ vi!ry stronjc case has been inadi*. out Ijy l>oth the. sp(‘ik(‘r-i who 
(‘sp(‘ciallv tln^ \d(^ws of my IIond>le frimid Dr. Sarkar are i iititlei o 


(‘sp(‘cially tln^ VK^ws ol my 
consi h'raldon, and I tln^iad’ore hopt 
to th(' Members of the C<^)uncil.” 


that tln^ imsolution will b<^ 


5a t 

acsji ■ j )(Mai>le 


The llon’ble Mr. Donald said : — 

“Sir, Uio Ilon’Ults Mtanh >r.s wli<» havo Hiip,> .rto 1 ( liia 
Iliad.- Hoiiif! r«ifen-,nct 5 (,o Llio nvjt.nl. l.^iriHlalioii .•,ml.ai>i<.<l in llio iMnisal IVI.alioal 
A(!l.. 1!>14, and the Indian Medical Detf'.-'’- Act, 1916, hut they have, ii..t 
quite considered the bearing of tht 38 c Aeis on the <iueHtion now le ’ 

The policy underlying those two Acts cannot be left out of consnlora imi. i 
^solution now before us should be judged by its • ciinjihance with that 
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policy, and if il doOH not satisfy that tcBt it is not justifiod by the mere fact 
that it extends to certain students who Viave previously failed, or to others 
wlio have not yet presented themselves, the favour of appearing either for a 
second or first time at the examinations of the State Medical Faculty. It 
is always (‘asy to make concessions, but they must te justified by the ;rr(^ncral 
policy whicli is in view. It is always easy to say of any rule that it works 
hardly in a particular case and might be relaxed, but the purpose of the 
rule should not be frustrated. The whoh' basis of the two Acts I have 
mentioned was that, to secure the supply of ])rop('rly qualifie^l medical irnm, 
(certain conditions had to b(' fulfilled, and it is inexpedient to allow imm to 
(‘all themselves qualified when the necessary conditions of qualification are 
absent. 


As the OouiKu'l is awar(\ th(‘ liengal Medical A(d., 1914. created a 
mrediinery for the registration of practil ioiu'rs who had satisfied certain 
standards. By this Act unr(‘gister(‘d iikui were not prevented from practising, 
but their status was in ci*rtain n;spoci.s niad(‘ inferior to that- of those who 
wmv on th(‘ i-(‘gisters. Subseciuoni to that Act, under regulations of tlu' 
2n(l March, 1917). a lawly was cn'ated, known as the State Mculical Faculty, 
with authority to hold (examinations for its Ijicentiateship and Meml)ershi|). 
4di('se (examinations are ri'gistrabh^ (jualificat ions undcu* the Jhmgal Medi(‘al 
Act of 1914. Sul)S(H]U(mt ly tin' Indian Medi(aal Degrius Act of 1916 was 
f)a8S(Ml, This Act prohibited the use of unauthoris(3d degre(‘s. It also 
r(5strict(Hl the right of conlerring anything in tln^ naiair(‘ of d(‘gn'es (h^claring 
that tlu^ recipient was qualifi(ed topractisi' westtnai medical seitmcc' in caertain 
s(di(*(l tiled hodi(^s only. Tlu‘S(' w(*re. bodies which wc're n'ganhal as ca{)abl(‘ 
of giving an (dliciteid nuMlical training, and among them was t he State Mtalical 
Faculty in Bengal. In addition, therefore, to t he ad vantag(\s of r(‘gistration, 
t his Act lamdered it still more exixidient that imui who desir(‘d to ])ractis(' 
west(‘rn mediciiu^ should undtu-go a projxu* ])r(diminary training, and that 
imhuxl was tin' intention. 1 do not wish to ri'capitulate t in' history of what 
may b(' ttuaned the unia’cognised nuxlical schools in Bengal, but the h‘gisla- 
tion to whicdi 1 hav(‘ r(d(>rred rested on the eontimtion — which was accef)t(‘d 
by tin* Legislature* — that the* instruction imparted in them was inadequate' 
and that nnui who had not submitted to b(*tter tuition were not propenly 
(jualifiod. ddiis is a most imp(3rtant point which affects tln^ whol(> of tin* 
present resolution. 


Whih' tlnMlengal Mexlical Act and tin* creation of the State* Mexlical 
Faculty were under discussion, how(^ver, attention was drawn to th(5 position 
of men who were acdaially practising nuxlicine, but who had not fulfilh'd 
th(' conditions of training which would (’liable them to secure a registrable 
qualification. The matter was referred to in the course of the (lebate in 
this (JouiKu’l on th(‘ M(*dical Bill of 1914. The consideration of the cast* of 
such iiraci itioiK'rs led to the issue of what is known as the transitory 
provision in tdie regulations of the Stati* Medical Faculty. 1 \yill read an 
tnxtraci from a hdter of this Govorninont, which explains the position. It is as 
follows : — 


‘ There is in Bengal a c(3nsid(3rable number of medical practitioners 
who have not Ixmui traimul in the Government scho(jls or college and they 
are, tlun'cfore, (bdjarred from any possibility of registration, inasmuch as 
only the Government colhyge and schools have been recognised in the 
sch(xlul(> and, though others may be recognised in the future, tlu' 
r(*cogaition will not apply to those who have already passed out. * * ^ 

There was a very strong feeding that it was a hardship to condemn ^ 
imssed students * to be classed with quacks without giving 

them some opportunity of proving they were worthy of a higher place 
The passing of a Bill like the Registration Act must even- 
tually work some hardship in individual cases, and it is usual to mitigate 
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that hardship as far as possild*' hy <>xoinpti(>iis (»f class and individuals * • 

Sliould ihe State Kaenity, tdiinoforo, ho ostahlishcd His Kxcclloncv in (’ouncil 
proposes to provide that while ordinarily it si, all exainin,' shnients .,nlv 

from colleges and schools approved hy the Medical Kcrist ral ion ('oiineii 
It shall he oiieii to the Local tloverninent in indivi.lual eases, after consiiler- 
lion of the training and antecedents of the candidate. I., ir, ant -i crilth..,, . 
of eligibility for the examination.’ ultimate 

This recommendation was accepteil hy the (Jovermiieni of India will, 
ihc remark— and this was hase.d on the suggestion from I his ( h-vcnimenl — 
(hat this system of cerl.ifieat.es should not, howcvi’r. he continued 

heyond the first two years of tin' Faculty coining intd existence.’ IJcforc 

therefore, I explain further th<‘ transitory danse I would emphasise (hat 

compliance with this resolution does not ri'st wiHiin the eoi„petenee of 
the lUmgal Govm’iiinent. If it was dt'cided to act in aeeordanee with it all 
that could he done wouhl hi^ to recommend that eoiirse (o i|,,, ( Jovernmeiil 'of 
India and, as I shall prc'seiil.ly show, that aitl horit y lia-~ deliiiiti ly declined 
already to permit a relaxation of tlie rules. 


ft may he conveiiimit to read tlie transitory provision as it iiltimatdv 
appeared : — 

• Any person who has undergone a full course of training in any nmdieal 
eolh'ge or school and has nhtaiiied a (an-tilie;ite totlial etleel from the heail 
of sneli college or school may, at the diserei ion of (h<> (Joveriior in (Jonncil, 
lie- gran ted a certificate enahling him to appear .-it the Final Kx.iminat ion for 
I he Liemitiateshi)) within two years from the eonstilnlion of I he Faeiiltv’ 
and on his appearing at such e.x'aminat ion and satisfying the Kxaminers, h,' 
shall he deetned eligible for eh'ction as a Licentiati' of the Faculty.’ 

1 1 w^ill he s(ien that, as direetinl hy Ijie ( lovernnieiil’ of India, i his 
delinitidy prescribed a tw'o years’ term for the eontiniianee of (,he special 
systmn. 'I’he reason of this time-limit was, firstly, that it was not (expedient 
that this intermediate cfinci'ssion should he of indelinite duration, thus delay- 
mg t he inauguration of the state of aflairs which was deemed (o he necess.-iry 
111 the interests of medical efficieiuty. Secondly, assuming tin- existeime of 
actual practitioners whose medical rpialilications were in reality satisfactory, 
<les|)ite tlie course of training hy which they had arrived ;it them, it was 
ttuMight that two years xvas sullicient for such a man to rnh uj) his Knowledge 
for (die purpose of examination. 'I’liis was the s<;ope of the concession as 
originally cont.emphated, hut, the llengal Gov'crnment, in its wish to niiniinise 
individual hardships, made a slight extension in its terms, 'riiey allowed any 
one tf) compote under this clause who passed out of an unrecognised selnml 
prioi- to the 16th March, 1916, which was tin- of passing of thr iTHliaii 

Mf'dical Decrees Acl-. This did, in fact, inml tin* of tdiosi* 

stiidontR who, at thc3 tiino of Ihe inHiie of Ihc regulations, wcri* at a fairly 
‘"i<lvanced sta^c of their etudic^s and who mi^hl hav^c found dillifniJty in 
restarting tlioin olsewlierc. hos(3 who w(‘n^ then junior Iiad ample opport u- 
^iity ol knowing what tfjoir jircciso pcisition was, and if they did not df^sirc 
tn accept the disabilities ontailod hy continuing lh<‘ir training in those schofils, 
making other arrangemonts for their training. 

However, in pursuance of their same wish to If^ave no roasonahh» ground 
the Bengal GroverniiKuit took yet another stofi, IInd(‘r the ruh's 
the t acuity examinations were Iield twice yearly, in May and Novannher, 
and the first examination was not held till May, 1IH5, although the Faculty 
''as constituted on the 11th August, 1911. 'Phis mc^ant that lh<^ lerm of two 
y^^ars from the latter date would not have included the fourth examination of 
^ ov'ember, 1916. It was thought, however, that a rcasonahle interpretatifm 
years' period was four examinations, and the regulations wore 
^^odified, with the assent’ of the Government of India, so as to include this 
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examination of November, 1916. In making this fact known by comnuinique 
and by direct communication to the schools it was explicitly said that tliis 
was tl](‘ last examination un<lor the transitory clause which would be held, 
ddierc' is no excus(% therefore^ for any one to say that they <lid not know 
wl)(*r(‘, tliey stood, while, as I have endoavoiirod to show, every effort was 
made to nicest cases in which hardship might possibly bo alleged. 

However, d(‘.spite th(*se measun^s Government still continued to be pressed 
to do moH' and prior to to-day’s debate nine representations have been suh- 
mittcMl on tlu^ suhjf‘ct, nanudy : — 

I, From the National Medical College, dated the 28th »Ianuary, 016, 
asking for an extended term of live years (in all) for the transitory 
provision. 

II. From the National McMlical Ib^gister of (h)org, dated the 2nd 
May, 1916, asking for a two years’ ('xtonsion of the transitory p('ri(Hl, i.c., 
making four yi'ars in all. 

HI. From th<‘ Helgachia students of 1918, dated the Mtli Sop- 
l(Mnb(M‘, 1916, asking for h‘av(' to appear at the Fatality ('xaminations. 

1\'. Frt)m th(^ Ih^lgachia studtmts of 1912 and 1918, dated tin' 10th 
h’ehruary, 1917, asking for h'avo l.o appear at the Faculty (‘xaminations. 

V. From tln‘ Ihdgachia stinhmts. dattnl the 26th March, 1917, asking for 
h ave to ap[>(*ai' at th(‘ Faculty examinations. 

\ 4. From tln'se who faihul in om' or two subjects at tin' lasi ('xamin- 
ation, dat(*d tin' 29th May, 1917, asking for leave to appt^ar omu' again. 

\HI. From Dr. M. N. Hanerjee, dated thf' dth iSe})temlH'r, D)17, asking 
for t,wo mor(‘ c>hanc<\s to those who passed out of Helgachia belong 
March, 1916. 

VIII. From tin* Indian Association, dated tin' 19th Octobm*, 1917, 
asking that all [)assed stinhmts of the unrecogtiised scdiools should ix' given 
at least oin^ mor(' cdiance. 

IX. From tin' stiuhMils of the Helgachia Mcxlical School, daled tin' I7lli 
tlanuary, 1918, asking for the acceptance' of this resohition. 

To Doin' of tln'se tin* Local Goveu-nment saw their way to acceMie, Ix'yond 
tin' ('xte'iision ove-r the ('xamination of November, 1916, to which 1 havt' 
alre'ady referred, whih' tln^ fourth and sixth memorials were rej('cted by tin 
Govcummeiit of India. 

^ This tinm is tlu' jiosition, ami wi^ now have th(^ matter raised for th*' 
Icuith tiiiK' by tin' present n'solution. To its accoptanct^ f would urge the 
following objections : — 

In tin' first place tin* whole case for tin* Bengal Medical Act and the 
iinlian Mt'dical Degrt'cs Act (which, I would repeat, has been aeci^pted by 
two Legislatures) rests on the fact that the medical training of the unrecog- 
nised schools was utterly bad. These schools were treated with much 
])ali<'U(H' ; (O'ery effort was made to induce them to reform themselves, and it 
was not until theses failed that resort was had tv) legislatiom As regards 
Helgachia the school has, I must admit, since sought to attain a higher standard 
and I may mention that in so doing Government has given it liberal 
assistance, with tin* lu'lp of which we wish it all success in its future career. 
Hut even in that school thert^ was delay in taking steps to reform. The rest 
declinetl practically to do anything. It is not reasonable, therefore, that W(' 
should now be asked (^specially to provide for those students who were 
content to continue in circumstances of which they could easily have foreseen 
the conseqm'iicos. If the training of these schools was bad, then in allowing 
their students to compete at the Faculty examinations, we are merely 
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facilitating the registration of ill-uquippcMl praclition.Ms. We liav(^ alivaily 
made concessions, and in 1916 we said ci)nld do no more. 1 submit 
tliat we have treated these men fairly, and we mendy dej>reea(e ih(‘ value 
of the liicentiaieship if we allow iinpro{H‘rly traim' l men lo taki‘ it. It 
is not a full answer to say that a man who can pass I In^ examination must he 
competent ; if examinations arc the sole test, tlie wln>l(‘ c:is«‘ for insist ema^ 
upon ellicient preliminary tuition (whether it Ik* in medicine or anything els<0 
disappears. 

Secondly, as regards those who were in practice at t ln‘ tinn* of 
the Act, 1 have shown why a two years’ term was adopted, how it was 
( xtended in order to give to it that full effect I lial it might ho argmvl was 
iiaant, ami how at that stagt> there was intendtHl to ht^ linality. h'or revising 
tliat decision no adequate cause has, 1 suhmit, Ixam shown. 

ddiirdly, in matters of this kind there must he d<diiiitt‘ |•t^gulat ions, ami 
prohalily no regulation has tner Ijtien franuHl untler whi(‘h it is not [xissihlt* 
to argue a hard taise. Hut that consecpitMUH^ <hH*s not justify tin* iidaxation 
of ruli^s to an extent which would pra(‘l i<‘ally nullify th(‘ ohjoct, for winch 
llitw were ])romulgat(ul. 

f'ourthly, if we grant fiirtlHU* concessions, whtu'e ar<‘ vv(‘ to slop ? ddio 
facts r(‘gariling prt‘vioiis representations whi(‘h 1 havegi\ (m t o ( Ik* Oouiicll 
show that theri^ is no unanimity as to tln^ nunedy. If w<i iMuiciit f ho 1!M:» 
students then why not those of 1912? If wa* Indp the Ihdgachia im n tlnn 
why not thost; (»f the other unia^cognised sehools ? I Jiad a hd-tm* y(‘Ht< u-day 
Irom Hr. Mtdlick and in^ i'ais(xl this (jU(‘stion. II I In^ Ihdgacliia stmhmts of 
I9l3 werc^ admitt(Ml to this (ixamination, why shouhl the sfmh nls of his 
scIkmI not headmitt(Hl? And again if W(* give one mon' (diaiico, then why m>l 
two, and so on ? ’Die path of conet‘Hsion is a slippery path. 

For thesis njasons I cannot rcuaiinmond the aeceplamre of tic- n-soliilion 
• Von il its liilfil/nent lay within our p()vv<u*, which it d< M^snot . It must he 
r^ iiH-mhonvl that there is nothing in thes(^ restrictions which iirt voiils an me 
♦inahfied man from practising; tin* ohjt^ct of this h^gislatiiai has Ix-oii iiKovIy 
tn ilctim- the status of thoS(^ who an^ accounted to [>c duly qualihtMl and to 
pi'fvmij the assumption hy tho.S(^ wIkj are not fully traimul of tithes, etc . whi<-h 
might Itnul to the presumption tliat they vvaua?.” 


lie- llon’hlc Hahu Krsiioia Mohan (’haudiiiiki said ; — 

‘Sir, 1 have suhmitfed all tliat I havi*. got to say and evei\\i-liing has 
hren very clearly explaimjd hy my Hun’hle frimid Dr. Sarkar. ] laxally cannot 
understand the position of Oovernment and from wlcuc t|j<* dillKmlty comes. 

was reftirring to the Htdgaehia SeluKil which has hcen acknu whulgo l aftao- 
‘UJ impiiry and also hy a (Jovernimmt notilication to a fit institution to 
giant (Certificates, pass students who would he (pialiliiMl undtu* tlm 

pM‘\ iHion of t he Medical Degrt^os Act, 1916, will l>e considcoaMl as (pia(?ks under 
^ le Bengal Medical Act, 1914, As to tln^ training, t In^y have got siiflicimit 
undergo any examination undm* th(‘ provisions of tlc^ Stale 
‘ (^iical Paimlty and a c;ertificate granted i)y the scdiool authorities should Ix^ 
jjuite sulHcient. d’liey do not claim that without an examination tlu*y should 
registered d’hey are fully prepared to sit for anot luir (‘xainiiiatiou. Just 
a concession was made to the L. M. S. stmhmts of tin? M»xlical (Jolleg(* 
a Hunilar ccjiicessioii may ho niadt? for the students admitted in 19J.d and who 
oougli no fault of their (jwn art? debarred from practising as rogiHtf*r(xl 
|ue i< al practitioners. As far as I can see, there is no valid r(^aHon why 
/oveinment should refuse this concession to them. 1 have been told that the 
Ilia decision rests with the G(w eminent of India, d’hat may Iuj so. My 
**^ ^*^^^ ^ representation he suhmitted to the GovernriHmt of India 
present situation. The recommendation of the scIkh)! 

I also be submitted to them. That is all I have got to say, 

hope the Council will support my resolution.” 
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TIih moJion being put a diviaion was taken with the following result : — 

AytfSS. Noel— 15. 


Tilt* Ilim’lilc iJr Nilratun Sarkur. 

,, ,, Mr. Ainiiiur i{aliinuii. 

,, Itaja Hrishikewii Lulm, (.i.k. 

„ Mr. 

, ,, Kev. Dr. (*. IIowlIIh. 

,, ,, Sir liijay Chand Mahtab, K c.s.i., 

K.C.I.K., i.o.M., Mulitirujadliiraja 

liahutlur of Burdwau. 

,, „ Kuiiiur Sliil) SlitikbaroHwar Ray. 

,, ,, Bu}m Brojtiiidra Kinhor Ray Chaiidhiiry. 

, ,, Dr. D«;ha Prasad Sarltadhikari, (m.k. 

,, ,1 Uai DtdK'iidtir Clnnuler CJliose Bulmdiir. 

,, ,, Mr. F. W. Carter, ( .i.k. 

,, ,, Sir A. Birkmyre, Kt. 

,, ,, Ml . II. R. A. Irwin. 

,, ,, Dr. AlKlnlla-al-Maiinin Snliraw ard^ . 

,, ,, Maulvi Alail KaHoni. 

,, ,, Khan Sahib Ainan All. 

,, ,, Balai Bhahendra Chandi a Ray . 

„ ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Balm Akhil (’handia Datta. 

,, ,, Uai Malicndra Chandra Mitra Bidiadiii . 

,, Bahu Snrcndra Nath Ru> . 

yy „ Buhl, Mahondra Nath Itay, c l K. 

,, ,, Ml. K. B. Dntt. 

,, ,, Bahu IviHliori Mohan Chaudhuii. 

,, ,, Bahu Anihika Charan Ma/uindui. 


The llon’hio Mr. J. G. Cumniing, c.s.i., c.i.K. 

„ ,, Mr. C. J. Stevennon-Moore, t .v.o. 

,, Mr. J. II. Kerr, c.h i., (M.k. 

„ ,, Mr. J. Donald, c.i.k. 

„ „ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

,, „ Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

„ Lt.-Col. W. J. Buchanan, c.i.k., 

I.M.S. 

,, ,, Mr. C. 11. Boinpas. 

,, ,, Mr. W. C Wordflwoith. 

,, Mr. C. F. Payne. 

„ ,, Mr. K B. II. Panlon. 

„ „ Rai Priya Nntli Mukheiji Bahadur, i.s.o. 

„ „ Mr. J Maekenzif. 

„ Mr. W. II. H. Arden-Wood, (M k. 

,, Mr K. B. K.den 


follovvlnir iru'iiil>t*r.s wcro absoiii : — 


ll()iiM)l(‘ Sir Henry Wliecitn-, k.(M.k., ( .h.i. 

,. ., Mr. ^r. U, 1*. (libbons, k.c. 

'riio Nawal) Bahadur of Murshidahad. 

,, Sir Uajcndra Nath Mookinjoe, k.c. i.k. 

,, ,. Mr. Brovash (diuiuh r Mit tor. 

,. Mr. Aruu (diaiidra Sin^ha. 

Uai Kadha Oharaii Pal Bahadur. 

,, Mr. K. A. Martin. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Klian (chaudhuri. 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. Fa/d-ul-Haq. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Baliailur. 

Tlio Ayes hein^ an<l tln^ Notes 15, the motiou was carried. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 


The PuKsiDKNT said : — 

'Tht^ resolution whitdi is now gtiing tt) he moved consists of three parts, 
and 1 am going to put them separately to the Council ; hut if the Hon’hh' 
Member desires lie can deal with tin' whole resolution in his opening speech. 

'Idle Hon’ble Babc Kishoki Mohan Chaudiutki then moved the following 
ri^Holution : — 

This (kiuncil rt'conimends to the Governor in Council that — 

(/) larly steps be taken to impart suitable instruction in improved 
methmls of agriculture, and that demonstration farms be estal)- 
lished in diflerent centres in this Presidency ; 

(/V) arrangements he made for teaching and giving practical training 
in elementary agriculture in primary 8ch(X)ls with hjiecial 
reference to local needs ; and 

(iiV) a committee be formed of official and non-official members and 
experts to frame rules and regulations for agricultural educti* 
tioii in all its branches and allied subjects. 
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He said : — 

“ Sir, th(' question of a^'ricullurai othicaf.ioii !nvt>lviMi m my rt^soliition 
lias now been taken up in right (>ariu‘sl by I Ik 1 \al(‘ut t a rniversily. 'Thai 
It is iK^t only desirabh' but it is neec'ssary to tak(‘ sii'ps t,o pronioto I ho 
reac'liin^ of a^riculturt' is, I can tak(‘ it, an a<liuitt(Mi fact. It is laially tin' 
bread ’ (luostion of the day. W (' want rapid spread of cdncaiKMi but suc*h 
iMlucation is nect^ssary as will (Uial^h' us tot>arn our livt'lihooil imb'jicndcn t. f>f 
(f overnnient service. r must learn how to stand on our own le^s. Ibrn^j^al 
[•oiisists mainly of an a^^'rieultural population and 1 Ik^ noml foi- this bianeh of 
i‘dueation is f(dt alike by the tiovernnuuit and the ptaipb'. TlKUt' was a 
Conb'nmee at Simla as to t)i(‘ m(\ans of spreadimr agricultural t iiueation and 
we hear conclusions wcm'c arrive(l at . but w'(‘ do not know' of any t h iu^* t ha t. 
lias Ixam done as yet- in this dirt'ctlon, I tliink it cannot be jiostpoiK'd any 
[nuij:(‘r. Now' that tlu' Univ(‘rsity has drawm up a sclnmu' for dijiloma, li<*ensi‘ 
ami decree (‘xaminations in ae-ricul tune it is ur^tmtly nec(‘sKary ibal a 
f borough and jiraetieable S(di(mi(‘ wadi suited to i 1 k“ rc(|ui reimuit s ol the 
[irovinct^ should be drawm uji for tin' piamaiy as wadi as S( aaim laiw' s(diools. 
Idle Agricultural Dt'part niim t has not bi^cm able to do inmdi in t his Ixdialf. 
rile laaason is that it has m t, Ixam abh^ to creati' an inta'rest- for t |H'^(m(‘ral 
aublie. \\diat('V(*r is done in tin* ‘ c'XperiiiKm tal ' farms is not (.•ommunitaat lal 
ind d(‘monstrat<‘d to the a^a*icult u ral class. Moiaawcr, tdK‘ costly mx pmanumts 
•arried on in tdie (‘X]H‘rinKml al farms cannot Ixmefit tdK‘ ])(M>pl(\ U(*pfular 
irranicements for t heoiadacal (‘ducation in a^rnailture sujiplmmmted by 
• raetical trainiin^ in ‘demonstration ’ farms aja‘ ur^mitly iKajessary. 

ddie s(dieme ]irepar('d by the ldii\a‘rsity aims, it siauns to me. at tin* 
‘st ablislimemt of a separate collegia If it is not possible at jiresent t,o ha\'e iU 
some of the colleges — e.r/., tin* Hacca and Itajshahi (b)lle^’es — (*an be 
stdt'ctiMl for aHiliatdon in a^’rieu I tu ral studii^s and additional arran^(‘- 
iiKMPs may bi* mad(‘ for ])ro])er t raining at imxbu’ate c<)st.. d'hi' si henna in 
niy opinion, should b(' pr('pare(l in smdi a way as may enable the Tnixersity 
to ^i*ant diploma or license on the r(‘suli of the I nt.ernK*d iat.(' < h )U isc* and the 
I examination may Im* completed m two \'cars lik(‘ other I)(‘^re<' «a\ami- 

uations. Howa'ver. this is a suo’^’estion only and it is for i !i(‘ I i n i \a n-si t.y to 
considiu’ t he detai Is. I propos(‘ that, (b)vernm(mt shoubi accept I In* jii’incijiha 
A (diimnittei* should be foimied for tin* pri'fia rat ion of a schenn^ with the help 
ol tin* cixperts and in e( eoj xcatuou with the Idnversity, lor agricultural 
training in tin* low'er sta^i\s. M\' idea is that in the ‘ primary s<d)0(»|s aLfricul- 
tural eiliication should be eomj)ulsor\a Hut as there ma\' be dilberences oi 
ojiinion on that ]>oiut | that the projiosed committee ma\’ be <lirect»‘d 

to cousidiu* tlie (piestion. In tie- secondaiw' sta^e it ma>' Im- opt ional so l hat 
ihos(‘ wdio like to take up agriculture in th(‘ir ts)lleo-<. iMiucation may take 
a<l vantag’i^ of this ojitional branch, ddie i cud diftitudty is m i he practical train- 
mp. As I have^ already submitted, * (hunonst rat ion farms should be largely 
arran^iMl for so that tin* pupils may ttel t.ln^ pra(‘t,ical trainin^^ thereat, least 
for a term. Thesf* are things, howa'ver, for detail w inhdi should Ik; dealt witdi 
by the^ Gommitt(;e. All I want is that (b)veriiment wall In* pleased t.o take u]» 
the inatt(*r arul do the ne(*,dful in furtherance of t his movement. v/lii(di has also 
h(‘on rec(^nised by the Simla (Jonf(*r(*nc<’ and t in* (kilcutta Idiiversity. 

The demonstration farms as s(X)n as s(‘lf-su))port iri'^ tuay be made over 
to th(‘ local Committees.'' 


I hf' Hon’ble Mr. Cumminc^ said: — 

‘Sir, it certainly requires no words of mine to commend the impi‘ov<'- 
Uicnt of agricultun* in a country iji wdiich tin* chief industry is aij^riculturfc 
^ he Hon’ble Member df'sires that Gov(‘rnment should institute iiistruction in 
apiculture in colleges, in middle sc1kk)1s, and in primary schools. 1 shall 
deal with these in turn as the occasion arises ; but, probably, the more 
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coiivemont way of dealing with ilio reBoluiion is in take t be headR as t hey 
stand in the agenda. 

First of all, regarding the iuiparting of suitable instruction in improved 
metliods of agriculture and the establishment of demonstration farms in 
diftennit contn's in this Presidency, 1 may say at once that Govcnmnumt 
a(^ce[)t that part of tli(' n^solution. Hut, 1 should like the Hon’ble Member to 
realise that tin; (extent* and naturt^ of imj)rovement in the metluxJs of agricul- 
ture is only one of th(‘ many problems which lie before the ( iovi'rniinmt in 
the Agricultural Department. It should also be realist*d that farms which 
are called demonstration farms are also experimental farms to a large rxivni 
for the pui 7 )ose of iti vestigation and n'seareh. At present W(' have six such 
farms in this Presidency, and it is in contemplation to prcx^eeJ further, so 
that in <lu(^ coiirsi' there will b(» a small farm at the hoad(|uartors of (‘aeli 
district . 

Purning now to the second portion, as regards the teaching and the 
giving of practical training in elementary agriculture in primary scdiools with 
specual reference to loeal needs, I fear that though tlie Hordhie Member lias 
referred to the literature* on tin* subject, he is not fully acquainti*d with 
the eonclusions to whi(di t-lu* various Conferences have come. As regards his 
proposition that, elenamtarv agriculture as such should hf3 taught in primai y 
schools, the opinicni which tin' advdsors of (Tovernment have' deliherat t'l\ 
formed is that all attempts to tt^ach agriculture as such in primary schools 
should bo abandoned. Phis was one of the resolutions of th(* Confeience on 
vVgrieultural Fducation held at Pusa in February 19ir>. Phe terms of that 
resolution were* as lolb^ws : ddie (^onh'reuei^ coiisid('ro<l that all attempts t<> 
teacdi agrieulturt* in primary hcIkkJk should he definitely ahaudoned, and t.lie\ 
d(^sir('(l to reaffirm a ri^solution of the Hoard of Agriculture jiassed at 
(h)imhatorr* in the year 19 IJ. Pin* ri'solution ])assod at Coimhatori* in 191 '» 
was that the Hoard of Agricultun* considered that the question of a syin- 
pathetii^ co-operation between tin* educational and agricultural departments 
in ada]it ing rn ral edinnaticm to rural needs was one of great importance. In 
other w(u*ds, what tlnyv i;onsi(l(u*ed important was not the tt'aehing of agrienl- 
tur(' to the sous of agriculturists, hut that in giving primary education to tin 
sons of agrieullurists. rc^gard should h(^ had to their environment and tliai 
tlio curriculum should be sueli as would appeal to t h(> eyes and minds oi 
agriculturists. During the proce(*dings of a later Conference held .at Simla 
in June 1917, the (mnferenee passed a resolution in the following terms : — 

‘Phe (.\aiifer(*nce also strongly insist on the desirability of adapting 
primary education in rural areas mow closely to rural needs. Whilst agn « - 
ing that no attempt should bt^ made in jirimary schools to teach agrieultinr 
or horticulture as such, tin' following suggestions arc made towards the* solu- 
tion of til is problem.’ 

'riien follows a number of recommendations, with which I shall 
not trouble the (/ouncil ; but the purport of them all is that instruc- 
tion in primary schwls sliould be such that boys brought *^up in a 
rural atmosphert' will a])preciato. So, sir, regarding the second pait of tlic 
llon’hlo Member’s resolution, 1 fear that this Government cannot acce]>i 
it. Phe proposal has been definitely rejected by two All-India Conferencf's au<l 
the (Toverninent of Hengal have in their turn also definitely endorsed tlu 
saiiK’ decision. When the matter last came up for consideration, it was held h> 
the Hengal Government that the attempt to teach agriculture in primary 
schools should he definitely abandoned; that it was useless to repeat Dm 
argunionts which had been used against the system, but that there was ;< 
decided advantage in making a definite declaration that the attempt 
impraciicahlo. I do not wish, liowever, that tJie Hon’ble Mover should infet 
from this that Government are in any want of sympathy with the interest 
that he has at heart. The obvious difficulty lies in the provision of suitahl ’ 
teachers. One of the most competent men in India to express an opinion on 
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fhat point han stated that it is absurd to expect a boy in acquire any scienti- 
5c knowledgt‘ worthy of the name in two years’ time ; and iinh'ss. lie said, <he 
.eachera were fully trained any method of instru(‘(ion was absolutt'ly useless. 
The Hon'ble Member himself knows what class of primary U‘neht‘rs we havt* 
it |>resent in our primary schools. 

I now turmto tlie last sub-liead of the Hon’ble Member’s res(>lution 
hat a Committee be formed of officials and non-officials to Irame ruh*s for 
igricultural education in all its branches. Undoulitedly, tin* subjec t is one 
viiic'h will always repay further invosti^ration and furlher discussion; bul 
t the present moment, we have to look back upon what has bt‘cn said by tin* 
dl-Imiia (^jnferenccR which were convem^d for the very sanu* objc(‘r, //a/Nrlf/, 
o lay down principles for agricultural education. One of tlu'sc Conbucnccs 
vas lield at Pusa in February 1916, the seeoiul was ladd at Simla in Jum* 
!)17, and the third has just been held under t lo' auspi(‘t‘8 of tin* iJoai ii of 
agriculture at Poona, the record of the pro(‘ct‘dings of wliich lias not yet 
(‘en forwarded to this Government. Om* of the points on wliieli we hope to 
(‘t fiirtlnM* instruction from the ])roeoedings of tin* Poona ( ^inbn-encc is tin* 
in‘stion of the framing of a syllabus for agrieult ural middlt* schools, ami 
ntil we rec(*iv(^ that, we are not in a position to ])roc<'(nl any furtlno- in this 
iatt(‘r. Tlie question which the Government of Bombay lia\'t‘ raised is 
lat instruction slunild be given to t in* sons of agriciill urisl s who altio* a 
i-iod at the school should go back to tlnnr land. It has be(m siiggcstcd 
lat similar Hcdiools should bi* established in Ihmgal, but so far tln*r(‘ has 
•en no local demand for any scIkkiI of this d(‘Kcrij)tion. ()n the ot her hand, 
le (juestion of the provision of a short course of ti-aining in sci(*nlifie 
a'icultiire for tin* sons of landlords, not of agrienltu rist-s, was raised in 1916 
le proposal roeiuvccl a lukewarm su[)port 1 |•om the Laml lioldci*s’ Assoiuations 
lio wen* (consulted, and, as thi* Fastcni Ihmgal Lainllioldt‘rs' Association 
•re not prepart*d to guarantet* (‘Vim the small number of t(‘n stiidenis t<» 
tt*nd classes at Uaeea for tlirei^ months, tin* proposal was <iropped. 1 niM*d 
rdl^’ rt*peat that Goveninient have evm*N' sympat liy wit h tin* motivi‘s wliicli 
qar I the IIon’bl(‘ M<*mb(3r to bi*ing forward his 1 ( 8011^1011 ; but I am in^t 
L*pai*t*d to acc(*pt^t as a wln^ile. 'Jdn.' a(?C(*ptane<* of tin* lirsl pait has 

eady been ineiitione<l ; the K(M;ond portion is (*ontrary to I In^ universal 
inion of experts, both agricultural and ti(lu(?ational ; and as i(*gards tin* t hird 
rl, I would ask the Mon’ble Member to be good (Uioiigh to aee(*pt the 
^urauce of the Government that, tJn*. consideration of the (jn(*Kti()n is in 
ml. But before I resume my S(*at, 1 wouhl nqieat to the (%)uneil, as 
cards the whole question of agricultural (education with refeience to the 
ual agriculuristtt, the wise words of tin? present Agricultural Adviser to 
* Government of India. Ho subniitti^*d an excrellent mciiiorandu/n to the 
nierence that was held on the subject of Agricultural Fdiuaition at. Simla 
1917, and therein he made the following remarks : — 

* For the great illiterate mass of the population, it will pia^bably 
Pessary for many years to come to rely on demonstiation. As education 
1 co-operation spread there will be a higher standard of instruction on 
icli it will be possibk? to super-impose the vari(nis forms of agricultural 
ication which have been introduced in otln*r eountries. But it is doubtful 
ether India should disregard tln3 general (^xpciricmce of these eountrii^s ami 
lunpt to give an agricultural education otln'rwist* than on the basis of a 
u(l general education. For th(3 present, perhaps, tin? wisest policy simuuh 
by improved agriculture and co-operation, to raise the general standard 
education. When that object has bt'cn achieved, it will be easy I o add 
thing that may be required in the way of specialized training.’ ’’ 

‘ Ilon’blo Babu Kishori Mohun Chauuhuki said ; — 

** Sir, f am grateful Government for the acceptance of the principle 
forth in the first part of my resolution. As regards the second part, that is 
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to Hay vvIk'IIko* in primary hcIiooIs agriculUiro should be taught or not 
I am aware that therc^ is good deal of difierenec of opinion on the point ; but I 
think tliat. as I hava* already said, we ouglit to create interest in the minds of 
th(3 gcmeral public in agriculture — by general ])iiblic I mean the agricultural 
cdass. Ihmgal consists mainly of agricultural ])opulation. Every gentleman 
in Bengal, at least in Northern and Eastern parts of Bengal, has got som^ 
land, and if a small farm, or (‘Vcm 100 bighas of land, could be properly 
managed and the suitability of the soil, manure, scdection of seeds, drought- 
resisting mel liods and all such things can bt* taught properly, not only the 
wealthy agriculturists but also tin* niiddh* (dass gentry would be much 
benefited. If any such thing is to be done it should be done from tln^ primary 
paihsalns. Tin* (jU(*stion may. hovvevcu*, be investigated. 

My third suggestion is that a committee of official and non-official 
membm's witdi exp(‘rts may Ix' fornnul and a further inv(*stigation may be 
mad(^ as to how to mak(> this braindi of study interi'-sting to the* rising 
gtmoration, and whet Inn* any good n*sult (am Ix^ achieved by imparting 
(xliuxation in tdiuinuit-ary schools. If this is not done, them how is it ))roj)os(*d 
to instruct t ho sons of agricadt.u rist s in tin* improveul methcHi of agri(;ulturt* ? 
In Kajshahi, Murshidabail and Malda tinea* is an arrang(mnmt of teaching 
sericultuia* tlii*ough t h^^ h(‘lp of oV(‘rs(‘t‘rs who have* laaamtly Ix'tm a])pointed by 
thi^ Agricultural ^(‘parl.nn^nt but jiracticnlly tln>y have* not- b(‘en abh* t-o do 
much. My iehaa is t liat, if anything is t o b(^ dom* sonn* int (‘r(‘st should be^ 
eriaited at first and tlnm, in tin* s(‘cond placi*, it should be provixl to I he* 
agriculturists and ]x*rsons intm-i^sltMl in agri(‘ult un* that, it can lx* niadi* paying 
and this should lx* domonst.]'att‘d. Then* ar(‘ sonn* (‘\p(‘iim(‘ntal farms in 
Bimgal. Wh* havt* oin^ in Bajshahi and I havi* some (‘xp(‘ri(‘nc(‘ of tin* nn‘thods 
of work tln*rc. In t host* farms exp(‘riment s art* oarri(‘d on. but, the i*(*sult is not 
communi(;at-cd to the agricidtural (‘lass and tin* nud-hod follow(*d is also \a‘rv 
costly. So wlum 1 suggest(*d tin* formation of a commit t-t*!* my id(‘a was tliat 
although th(>r(‘ was some dilV(‘r(‘nce of opinion on tin* (iut‘stion it may lx* fully 
invt'stigat.od and caridully imjuirtHl into wln‘t.ln‘r or not, good results (*an lx* 
(‘Xj)<‘ct(‘d by iiit reducing agri(‘ult.ural ])rinn*rs in jirimary ^clnxils. Of (umrsi* 
so far as secondary education is c(_)n(*(n’m‘d tin* study of agricultun* may be 
ojitional. 'riimx* is sonn* diffic-ult-y in obtaining r(‘aclnM*s. My idea is that 
small farms on (hmionst ration lin(*s should Ix^ opt'iicd wlu'ix* boys having 
Honu^ iln*or(‘t ical knowhxlge in ])rimary schools imiy go and s(*(‘ foi* th(*mselves 
Innv it can lx* made ])aying. and if they n*alis(* t hat by following t in* improved 
met ho i tln*y ean gain moia* a Iarg(* number of p(*oph*- will lx* lx‘nefited. It is 
in that vi(*w that I suggt'st(‘d that an inv(*stigation be mad(‘ by a commit, ti*e 
(x)mposed of otfi(uals. non-officials and (*xperts. Of (*ours(* the (]U('slion was 
diXilt with in small (*onf(*r(mc(*s but I am not su]*e whether exjx*rts well 
acquaint(*(l with tin* m(*thod of agricultun* or tin* syst(*m in which it is 
(airriixi on wi're r('])r('sent(‘d in th(‘S(* confert*nci‘s. It is therefon* that I suggest 
that ( iov(*nim(*nt shouhl lx* kind (*nough to mak(* furt-lu*!' investigati()n with 
t lu^ Indp of a s])imial eommittei^ consisting of non-official nn*inbers also. 

As regards t lu' s(u*on(l branch of my r(*solution I am not v(*ry particular 
if lln‘re is an opinion of comp(*t,(*nt authorities that agriculture* should not be 
taught in primary schools ; but, as 1 hav(* submitted, 1 do not know how, if it i^ 
not done through the sediool, tin* instruction can possibly be given or made* 
interesting. It would Ix^ V(u\v wtdl no doubt for the landholding class to coini 
forward to h*arn agrieultu]*e, arboriculture and hortmailture and such oth(‘r 
things. It is v(n*y profitabh*, and if t,h(*y can be pre^porly taught, it will not only 
bo interest ing, but will also prove to 1)0 a means of livelihood to a grvat number ol 
people. If I get an assurance from Government to this effect, I will be fully 
satisfied. Tin* qiu'stion has boon taken up by the University and this is the 
time wdien S(^mething should bo done by Government. Whatever is done by 
the University can be supplemented by imparting agricultural education 
in sch(x)ls and in that way the University scheme may be made fairly successful. 
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This aspect of t lie question should also he eousid(‘ri‘d. I hopt* (loverninent 
will see their way to aecejit the that as soon as pf)8sil)h* a ( onnnil- 

tee may be formed and in co-operation with the TTiiivrrsity a n^^ular scluune 
be framed for investi|?atin^ this question.” 

The President said : — 

“ Does the Hon’l)h* Moinlxu' withdraw th«‘ sisuiud and third pails of Ins 
resolution ?” 

lion’hle Habu Kishori Mohhn ChiArDHCRi said : — 

As tor the HiKumd part 1 shall withdraw if it I tr(‘t an assiiranet' fi'oin 
Government.” 

Tlie Prksiden'i said : — 

•‘The II on’ble MeinbiM* had t hei IIcui d)le Mr. (hinnnin^’s assuraniv* on that 
point.” 

Clause (i) of tlio resolution was tlnui ])U< and a^rtanl to and the Hon’hh* 
Member then, by h^avt' of tin* Presidtuit, withdianv the second and third 
clauses of thi‘ rt^solution. 


List of Business — Item No. 14. 

Idle following i*e.solutioii sloo<| in t in* name of I In^ llon’bh* IJaiu' 
Kishori Mon on (hiAiionrRi : — 

ddiis (Council i'(‘coinniends t.o the (b^vernor in (^^uneil that steps be taken 
1 o placid the servi(a‘s ot Mr. S. Milligan, () Hilda tin ji’* Director oi Aj^ticuIi u r<‘, 
lien^al, permainait ly at tlu* disposal <»!* the (loverninent ol Ihmyal and that he 
he (*onlirined in t liat ajipoi nt ineiit . 

He said : — 

‘‘Sir, as reeards this resol nl,i< m, I see I lu*re is a ^ood deal ol diller<‘ne(^ 
of Opinion and in view ol' tdiat I pray tdial- I max h(> pertni(.t<*d to witlhlravv 
It. ’ Tln‘ |•esolu^ion was then hy hsave ol' Idle Presitieiil, withdi'awn. 

List of Business —Items Nos. IS and 16. 

ddie Hon hh^ Haiu Si rkndrx Nath Kay tiiovimI tin* lOllowint]^ roHoJii- 
tion : — 

This (h)uncil recommends to the (Jovernor in Council that the (iov’ern- 
inent of HtuiiJal do move the (lOvernmenl of India — 

(/) to take steps for tlie (‘iicou rai»'em(mt of the manufacture of salt 
in Bengal ; and 

(2) to allow the salt maniifaetu riMi hy fxniple for th(*ir own consump- 
tion to he fre(‘ from dutx'. 

He said : — 

The question of the inanufai^ture of salt has come promimmtly before 
the public* on account of the ^re.at incrc%ast‘ of price; of tins essential 
article of diet and in consecpieiu'e to the lar^e nuinbei* of lootintt; ol liats and 
bazars whicli have taken place in soim* of tin; distiiiU.s of this Presidency 
within the last two incmths and are takinjj^ place; (*ven now. it a])pears 
that from the 27th November li)17 to 8th January 1918 n^ports havt* reached 
of 49 hat-looting’ cases. How is ir t hat tin' p<*oph." of this Presidency who 
are naturally of a peace-having and law-abiding nature have taken ro 
plundering ? Fhesc^ acts show that tin; masses of the; peoph;, who arc* 
generally very poor, have been grc'atly allected b^'' the high pvic.n of salt now 
prevailing in the market and an; unable; to buy salt at tin* increaH(;d pricn;. 
1 hey have taken reccjurse to what I may call abnormal a(;ts to nn*f;t with an 
abnormal state of things. In opening the; trial of a batch of prisoners belore 
j he Special Tribunal at Kungpur, the Public Prosecutijr said the other day, 
the loot was of cloth and salt only, and was due to the high prices of these 
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1 We find in the report on the Administration of the Salt Depart- 

ment in llengal during the 3 ^ear 1916-17 that increase in the niimher of 
*()f{enct‘K against salt laws was due to the high price of salt. In the Adminis- 
tration lleport for 1915-16 we find that ' the high prices of salt have led to a 
r(M•rluh^Heenct^ of offences against the salt laws in the Presidency.’ We do 
not certainly minimise the offences of those who have taken part in this 
unlawful method of acquiring the article hut we i)ity them. I have collected 
certain figun^s to show the price of salt from the year 1906 up to the present 
time. Kroui tlu^ year 1906 to 1915 tin*. pric(‘ varied from Re. 1-7-6 to Re. 1-12 
])er maund. In 1911 l)efor(^ the war it was Re. 1-7-6. in 1915 Rs. 2-6, 
in 1916 Rs. 2-15, in the beginning of 1917 Rs. 2-15, in April Rs. 3, in Septem- 
ber 1917 it was Rs. 5-11, in October it was Rs. 4-6, in the beginning of 
December 1917 it was Rs. 6-4, on the 16th December 1917 it was Rs. 4-15 
and on th(‘ 15th January it was Rs. 4 pen* maund. It will thus be seen that 
the pri(u^ of salt rose to more than four times its pric(‘ and is even now sold 
for nearly times the price in normal times. 

That the war is responsible' to a great extent for the rise in tin? i)rict*, 
of salt no one can gainsay. Profiteers are also taking advantage of the 
])r('sent situation. But they liave done so and hav(‘ Huccet‘ded in doing so 
b(M;aust‘ the^^ know that people are powc^rless, tlu'y cannot manufacture tJieir 
salt and hav(‘ to dejK'nd perforce.* upon the imi)ort(Ml article. Tht' result 
has b(‘en that tln^ people havt^ taken recourse^ to unlawful a(*ts. They sen* 
that having salt in their own countrj^ which th(‘y couM manufa(*ture and 
use they cannot utilise the same on account of (5ovt*rnni(*ntal rt*strict ions. 
The}^ have to depend upon Cheshire, Liverpool and (leririany, places 10, (KM) 
miles distant, for an article of iinlispensable diet wlnn-eas th(\v know that 
(he article is to be found at their vei\v door. They know^ that for g(Mn‘rations 
salt used to b<^ manufactured in the (*ountry and that t ht‘y have betui 
unjustly deprivt'd of that to which they believe t lu'y lia vi' a just rigbl . 
It is not for a luxury they an* craving for, but, as 1 have said, an indispensabh^ 
food. No wonder there is disconttuit among th(‘ masses and dis(*.ont.(mt has 
most unfortunately manib'sted itself in t.lu'se ilh'gal acts. 

At, th(^ ])n'st'nt tinu* B(*ngal obtains its imtirt^ sail by im})ortal ion. 
d’he East India ('oinpain^ under Clive and Hastings introduccMl a system 
which was gradually matured and which survived till 1862. It provided 
for the control of tin* manufacture and sale of salt at the agency to the 
( 4 ?mpan 3 ’’'s st‘rvants. Tlu^ ])coph^ of Rengal always manufactunal tludr 
own salt. In the Sumh'rbans, in Contai, in the Diamond Harbour Subdivision 
of the District of 24-Parganas, in Noakliali and Chittagong and also in 
Baki'rganj, salt used to be manufactured in large (plan titles, at least, the 
pi‘opl(' had not to depend upon imported salt for their daily consumption. L(‘t 
nn‘ (jLiott* a few j)as8ages from a (Jovernment publication, * 1 Ik' District 
(JazetteiT of Bengal’ (the V(?lume alxmt Midnapore), edited by the Hon’l)h* 
Mr. O’Malley in support of my stati^ment, if any suppe^rt were lu^edod : ‘ Tht' 

manufactuia* of salt was until nearl.v half a centuiy ago a Oovernment 
monopoly. Both under Muhammadan and Phiglish rule large areas in Hijili 
were k(*pt under direct management, by Goveinment so as to afford fuel and 
facilities for the manufacture of salt. Tin* Jalpai or salt lands wliich being 
exposed to ilu' overflowing of tidc^s were strongly impregnated with saliim 
particles, and were subdivided into khalaris or working places. IMr. Grant s 
report on tl;e revenue of Bengal, dated April 1786, states that each khalari on 
an average yieldcnl 253 maunds of salt, n^quiring the labour of seven malaugis 
or salt manufacturers, who b^' an eas^^ piwess of filtration and bj' boiling 
the brine with firewood collected from the neighbouring jungle completed 
tluur op(‘rations l)etween NovemlxM* and June before the setting in of the 
rains. The savings from these six months’ wages enabled the salt workers to 
retire to their homes for the remainder of the season to cultivate iheir arable 
(madhuri) lands, which they held either rent-free, or under favourable terms, 
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under t he denomination of Cdiakran or service lan<l^ 'The 

nominal cost prices of the salt was Rs. 60 for evi'ry lumdred maunds. Mr. 

,? (irant, in his report of 1786 estimated t he quantity of salt annually manu- 
factured in Hijili at 850,000 mannds. 

In the year 1781 the East India Company estahlislu'd a sail de|)aii- 
ment, ami di^priviMl tlu^ zemindars of the rii>^ht to manufactnri' sail on their 

(^states ddiis monopoly continued in iho hainhs of overn iinuit 

till about 1861, wIkui the Static rclin(}uish(Ml the mamifaclun'. Icavin;^ it to 
private parties, subject to |,h(' payment of a salt duty.' 

dMn‘ maiuifactun^ of salt has bemi dis(M)iitinued in Rental simre 
and is now forbidden. We are now told that tin* Rem^al coast is u tisii ital^h* 
for the local tnamifacture of salt, by reason of the dampin'ss ol tin* chinnir 
and the larffe amount of fresh water dischar^tMl int o tin* Hay ol Ih n^al b\ 
the Ganges and the Brahmaputra. Much fresh water has no doui)t llowod 
from the"" hoary-headed Himalayas since the manufactina* of salt was sl(.pp«^.| 
but we cannot brin^ ourselves to Indit've that the water ol the r>a> ol 
Bengal has lost its salim* charat^ter and that it is no usi* trying t(» (*xtrarl 
the salt from it. In the memorandum, dated theolli April 1 ill < , subnnttrd 
by this (lovc'rnment on the production of salt in Henjiral in answer t«» a 
(lin^stion in the Imperial (hiuncil we find the followin^r : — ‘ Tin' (pn'stion ol 
t he revival of the manufactun^ of salt from tinn' to tinn^ has been bnniulu 
to tln^ attention of this Government. It was last considm*ed in tin* yea) 
1008, vvlien the Eieutfuiant-Governor of that tinn* (‘ame to the (*oncbis)o)) 
that it would be useless to attempt to revive the industry that had .at 
one time (*xisted in the Province.’ We find in thiiCmemorandmn that t he 
n‘-ostal)lishment of the industry on a pcuunanent basis in Ihui^al <‘ould not 
he hx'ked on as full of promise and that this Governnnuit saw no necessity 
for re-establishing^ tln^ salt industry in Ben|?al in f>rder to ]>rovi<le bx' 
tlie reciuirennuits of India. Circumstances have chan^U'd since the memo- 
randum was Hubmitt(‘d l.y this Government to the Government ol hnlia 
in April 1917. W(' do not want this (Government to^ revive^ the indtistry 

in order to jirovide for the rr>quirements of India. We n'quire salt lor tin* 
peoph* r)f this provinei* and this province only. In answer to a (pi(‘Stion at 
the last Gouncil m(‘etinp^ vve were told that the possi biliti(‘s ol tin* manulact uio 
of salt on tin* CMiittat^on^ side of the ol Bt^n^al had b(*(*n brouprht to^ the 
noti(*<* (T Government. Suitable brine was said to b(* obtainal)lc at (a)x s 
Jhizar and to the south but difficulty (‘xisU^l in the task ol (‘asy communica- 
tions to that area, while labour mi^ht not Ix' readily available. We were .ils<» 
told tliat Government had ascertaimMi that tinea* was no ininn-diato tear 
any shortage of imported salt, ddie Goviirnmtmt know lull well vvln*tlH*) n m 
is shortage of salt in the Provima* or not, but we think that the situatiomis 
serious and that Government ought to grapph* the (piestion in a way n* 
gravity of the situation demands. It is inic( 3 ssaiy that imnnMliate stf*ps s lou i 
be taken to remedy the existing state of things from whatever cause or caus<*s 
it- might have arisen. 

Al.oUtayearago, wild lliorr was n -strik.- amonff ll.c ol I 1m- 

t’alcutta Municipal Market and there was apprehension ol KlMirlaffe ot meat m 
the town for the European reHidentn. what did the (corporation of .aleutta 
do? The energetic Deputy Chairman of the (Corporation went to 1 iiia|roie 
and brought meat from that place by 8p.H-ial tram rcganlleHs ol expein itiir. 
and probably without waiting for tin- sanction of the (..oimnisKioiiei s o n 
(Jorporation; so that the European residents may not go withmit ni.-at hn 
however short a time. Why have the Goyernment of India taken so mu 
interest in regulating the riuit f>f houses in bJiinla and have gom. <> le < ng 
of passing the Simla House Act ? Ju the interests of how many poop ( 
tempted to ask ? The rise in the price ol salt has affected a vi-ry argi ni i 
of people and they are in distress. That is more the reason w ly 
should take immediate steps to relieve them. It is also said la 
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nianulact urtMl in tin* count ry would not he abh* to coinpcti* with ihv. imported 
article. That may not ho the ca«(* if Halt is manufactured hy Governtuent 
agency, hut it would h(‘. oth(;rwise if the* people wer(3 allowed to manufacture 
tlioir own salt. Let me epiote a ])assage from the Fourth Keport of the Hous(' 
of Goinmons, 185.‘h in suf)port of my contention : ‘ Tlio pr(*Hent price of the 
fh)verninent iiianufactunMl salt in liengal is V(*rv much raised to the consumer 
m t.h(‘ market hy tin* necessary want, ol c(*onomy. not to say extravagances, 
connected with the (iovernment, system of manufa(‘tin*(^ and hy thoS(^ many 
jH^cidations and (‘xtortions and corruptions which are inevitable in such a 
sy8t(un,and (;arri(Ml on with such instrunumts. It has S(*(‘med almost, c'ortain 
und(u‘ those ci rcumstan(*(‘S to p(*rsons infornnMl upoji tin* suhj(‘ct. t hat if the 
(iov(‘rnment wtuc* to withdraw, and if th{‘?*(‘ were* no duty impos(*d and th(^ 
whoh* w(‘i (' Jelt ])erl(*ctly lr(*(*. tln^ native* manufact ui crs in llengal would 
forthwith (^oniph^tely and entirely un(h*i's(*ll tin* iinpoitc'd salt, and there would 
not h(^ a grain of salt imported into Ih'ngah’ Mr. Fredt'rick llalliday (after- 
wards Sir Fr(*deii(jk llalliday) who was S(*cretary to the (iovc'rninent of India 
in t in* Hona* DepartnuMit in the (‘arly fifl i('S of tin* last century and who was 
shortly aft(u*war(ls appointed Lieut(*nant“Ci(n(*]‘mn- of Ih^ngal gave it as his 
opinion that if f rove]-nnu*nl monopoly was withdrawn and tin* p(*op](‘ of India 
were* allow(Hl l,o manufacture* th(*ir own salt, imf)ortcd salt would have no 
chanc(^ in India. 

ddn*, ( lo\n*i’nm(‘nt n(*(^d not. consid(‘i* t in* (juesl ion wh(*t,ln‘i’ tJie nianiilact ure 
f)f salt will he prolitahh* t.o tin* p(‘oph' or not , all w(* ask for Is that if tin* 
p(M)pl(* want to man u ia(U,ur<* it, all rest ri(‘t ions for doing so ought to h(' 
re'inoved . 

ddn* (h‘cline in the manufacturi^ of tin* salt, in Jhuigal foiaiKwl the* subject 
of a memorial to (J ov(*.rnm(*nt by the Jh'itisli Indian Association so far hack as 
th(^ year 1882. Tin* nu'inorialist s said : ^ Tin* manufaeluri* of indigenous 

salt is practically dying out in llengal sim])ly h(‘cause tin* honu* grown salt in 
conse(]uence of tin' h(‘avy (^harg(‘s thrown u])on it hy (onn^rnment, cannot 
compc'te with iinport(*d salt. In tin* cas(* of home made salt tin* cost of excise 
estahlishim*iit, preventive* ('stahllshnu'iit and war(*house estahlishuH'ut amounts 
lo about Ks. 25 per hundr(*d maunds. charg(‘s fi-om which fortugn salt is 
fre(^ II this burden on (‘xcist* salt is r(*!uitl(*d, tin* (’ominittet* feel ixirsuadt^l 
that it. Avill have a fairchanct* in tin* market and t In* competition t hus fostered 
will (‘\{*ntually low(*r the ])rie(‘ of fort'ign salt. 

The in*xt serious drawback against the indig(‘nous manufaeMirt* of salt 
in llengal is the fixed warehouse establisliment of Ks. 51 ptn* maund. In 
Hengal, there is homt* manufactuia* of salt in tin* district of 24-Paiganas and 
as tin* outturn ht*re is small and the sal(*s slow, this item of ehai*g<^ neec^ssarily 
hears hard upon tin' manufacturers.’ 

1 have* ht*en infoianed hy a rt'Spectahle gentleman of ('hittagong that tin* 
p(*oph' of that place* caiuld very we ll manufacture' and sell salt at two or 
thr('(‘ pic(* per sec*!, and that if tin; ]n*(*sent restraint wen* discontinued they 
could compe*te with t in* importi*d article. He informed me that Chittagong. 
Noakhali and Soin'dwij) are places whi(*h are pre-eminently fitted for the 
minufaeture* of salt. Ahcnit three weeks ago we read in tlie papers that 
the peojile of Noakhali had j)«*titioned to the Magistrate of the district to 
allow them lo manufacture salt and that the Magistrate had forwarded 
their petition to the (Livt‘rnment. W(» know that Government are fully alive 
to the gravity of tin* situation, hut so far we do not know what steps the 
Covernmont have taken to reduce the hardships of the poor people. 

It is well known how bounty fed sugar of Germany competed with the 
sugar manu faetureil in this country, we know how even now Ja)>an has been 
subsidising li^r manufacturers by bounties so that they may compete with 
those of foreign countries. Wo do not in the case of salt ask for any bounty 
from Government. All we say is that the Government may be pleased to 
remove all restrictions to its manufacture including where possible the duty 
on salt. Of late we have hoard much about the development of industries 
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of the country and the members of the [ndustrial t%)mmissioii art' nuikin^' 
tour all round the countr 3 \ We wouM n^spect fully ask (Jovtuinuent to let a 
Ih^^inniiii? be made to revive an industry wbieli iias botoi pul a stop (o by 
their orders, an industry the necessity of which is admit tt'. 1 on all hamis 
Let Gov^ernment remove all restrictions to tin* manu lactuo* of salt in Ihm^ral 
so that it miiTfht be one of the (*heai>est articles for the jKopb* to olitain. 


I would now say a few words witdi referenct' to tin' si'cond part of ni\' 
resolution, viz., that about making salt free from duly to consnnn*rs of salt. 
It is necessary to impress upon tht' (Jovt'rnnn'ut tin' nect'ssity of mfikinu 
t lie salt duty free espc^cialJy at the present time, ddiis ( I’oveiiinnml will no 
doubt have to recommond to the ( iovt'rnnn'ul of India to niak(' tin' salt 
manufactured for the |)t^ople of this country for tlioir own consumpt io?i duty 
Iroe. Ido not want remission for tin* entiia* j>opulaiion of Ik'ngal. That 
would be considered as a large order f hough that would br a slop m the 
right direction. From tin* days of Adam Smith downwards pol it inal ecemo- 
mists hav(' condemned all taxation upon artich's of in*c(‘ssary consunij)! ion. 
I’l-ofessor Faw’cett said that salt should bo as frt'o as t.ht' air W(» breal In^ 
and the water wo drink. I neanl hardly say that salt to tin* gt'inuahly ol the 
jicoph* of Jhuigal, who are mostly agricultu rist s. is more than what jiotato is 
to an irishman, or meat and tea combim'd to an FnglishmaTi or a S(‘ot chman. 
Ill st'voral (;ases rice and a little salt form tiu' only meal of an agrieiilt urisi . 

< i o\ ernnmnt probably have not fail(*d to obserNa* lhat- the roliiciion of salt 
duly has invariably resultt^d in the larg<*r consumption of salt. It is not only 
a necessary article of human ditd. but pi'oph* put down the del t*riorat ion in 
onr cat.th' at I he pi*esent time bc'caause salt is not gix en to them. 


ddn* duty on salt was reduced from Us. pt r maund in 190.) |o Uo. 1-S 
in IhOh and He. 1 in 1907. It was, however, enhanced P* lu*. 1-1 pei maund in 
19 17, It is admitted by ev(*ry one that tlie duty on salt is largely jiaid by t ln^ 
po. M't'i- classes — it falls upon tlu! jioort'r consuiiK'rs. d'o satisfy some fad<iists 
'Messrs. Ih'ase & IT).), crores and crores of Indian rext'nm* ha\e Ix'en sacri- 
li' cd in the shape of ojiium la'viuim*. Why sJiould not ( * o\’< rn nnmt take a 
bold st(^p and in the interest, of tin* t(*tmiing millions, in the jijt(*resl of 
iiiimanity alxjlish the <luty on salt altogether? My present lesolution is only 
t " allow salt which is manufactured hy the {Hmple for t heir own use to he 
I Jet' tioni duty. It may be that theia^ will lx* not only illicit mann ra( tn f’c hnt 
illicit sale of salt hy people, and in constxpicnce t her<^ would l>e some loss of 
i'*\(UHie to Gov(U’nmcnt What if it wei'e st^? ( j 1 o\ ernim*n t must prt'paitxj 
to niak(* a little sacrifice of revenue. It is tlie poor people who will mostly 
b*‘ hent‘fitetl. Governnxmt must Ix^ pn‘pared to incur some loss(*s at the 
pro.S(‘nt, juncturt*. The sal t duty qu(*st ion in Imlia has het-n just ly eharaeter- 
Jst'd l)y I (jokhale as the poor man s (|U(*stioij, for it is tlui poorei 

many and not the richer few who cat imxe salt when ii is clieaj» and Jess 
''lien it is dear. Jr may be that Goviu*nment have lx‘en taking some steps to 
eiix'dy the grievances of the pcxjr peopbx hut it is ne cessary that wide 
'til>lieity should be given to all tliat the ( fovernmeii t has done up to this tinx* 
^*id it it is tlie intention of Governuiont to do more it miisl be douf' quickly. 
Ihonqit action on the part of the Gov(*rnmiujt will go a grtxat way to bring 
d‘out the normal state of things in the country. 


In my opinion this important question which has given rise i.o tlu^ looting 
^ ‘ tbe hats can at once be solved and all looting Htopjx*,d as st>on as it is 
^‘'>tifi<*cl to the people that for purposes of domcHtic (xxisnmption only the^' 
uianufacture their own salt and this, in my opinion, should be done 
'' 9 bout delay.'' 
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Thr Hon’Ole liAJ Dkhknukk Ciiundkk Ohose Bahadur moved by way 
of atnendinent that tlir r(‘8()lation of tho HorriJe Babii Surendra Nath Ray 
do tak(* tlio followint^ form — 

‘'IdiiR Coiin(dl roeoinmeiids to tli(‘ (Governor in Council that the 
Government of Bengal do move tlio Government of India to 
allow free manufacture of salt in Bengal during tln^ period of 
t,h(‘ war and for two y(*ars following the close of hostilities.” 

He said : — 

‘‘ Sir, sp(',alving foi* myself 1 am very thankful to the Hon’bh' Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray for tin* facts and fi^urt‘S which he has been able to put 
before* th(‘ ('ouiudl this afternoon. Tin* ani(‘ndment which I propose to his 
resolution is nol simi)ly of form, though it no doubt follows his line but it 
goes furtluo-. My llon’bh* fritmd would limit tin* use of the manufacture of 
sab l>ut would not limit tla^ time for which the salt w()uld b(* duty-£rt*e. He 
does not say how long th(‘ salt manufactured by the peoph* would remain 
free from duty luit he says that this salt will have to he used by the 
maniifactiir(‘rs and tlu^ manufa(;turer8 alom* and is not to be given away to 
ol luM* p(M)])le hy vvay of sah* or gift. As the ( Vnmcil knows salt can only be 
manu fact lin'd in tlu' s(^a-boards. You cannot manufacture* it in t he district 
of Bangpur or Bogia of v hi(di W(* h(*ar so much in connection with tlu* 
looting of sho{)s and hats. Ifowev(*i\ the n*sult of tin* acceptance 1)}' tlu' 
( iovernnuml of India on the re(‘omm(*ndat ion of this Gov(*rnmont of my fri(*n(rs 
j)]*o])osal would he that t.lii* raiyat.s of t-lu' Sun(h*rhans or those residing in tliat 
part, of I h(' country and jx'ojih* ri^siding in 1 Ik* sixi-hoards of ( Jiittagong and 
Noakhali and Midnajiore would alom* iuive the hen(*lit of the }>r( xdaniation d 
the GoV(*rnm(‘nt arc' pli‘asi‘d t o not.ifv t hat, t.hev would la* ahh* to manufatd ii rt* 
salt f ortlu irown us(' and free of duty, ddiat will not. tomdi tin* nxit of 
tlu* (I iseont,(‘iit . Wh* havt^ not. heard imieh of t.lu* looting of salt, in the 
Sundarhans. I do n(>t think that if my friend’s ])roposal or that of mine 
is ace(‘])t.ed it willt(»uch the intert'st of the Ibatish trade. J'he r(*ason wh\ 
(his (pn'stion has (tome hi'foix* tin* Coun(‘il is t.hal. l.h‘*rt* has h(*t^n a(‘t s 
of lawlessiK'ss all over the provimtt* hy poor ]>t'0]>h* who sillier from tie* 
want of salt hut ari* t oo poor t o buy or [)ay tin* ]>n*sent priei* of salt. 1 do 
not iiK'an to say that if you makt* tin* manufaetina* of salt duty-free^ without 
any eondilion as t o wlu't h(*r tiuw us(‘ it for their own (;onsumption or the> 
s('ll it to otlu'is all tin* j)opulation of B(*ngal will la* hem*fited by it ami that 
they will not havi* anything to do with tin* imported artich*. That certainly 
will not he tin* riesult if you make tin* manufacture of salt duty-frei* without 
im])osing any condition t hat t In* manufactured salt is to he consumed by the 
produ(a>r. My proposal runs thus: That, we may he allowed free manii- 
factun* of salt in ru*ugal during tin* ])eriod of the war and for two years 
following tin* closi* of hostiliti(*s. As 1 havi* said salt (*an only Im* manu- 
fa(*tur<*d in tin* sea-hoards <^f jh'ngal so far as this ])rovince is coneei-ned ami 
that salt, judging from j)ast experience, is dirty and unrefined and is not so 
gbod as tin* salt wi* get from Europe ami Afri(*a and not even so good as tin* 
I’ocksalt of tin* Ihinjah. But. the fact of the Governmi*nt passing an Ordinaiux' 
to tjn* ('licet I hat the salt prv)duc(*d by manufact urers in liengal svill be dutV' 
fret* will h(‘ hailed'with delight by the people of this provinct*. It will not only 
havi* a moral (*lh*cl, but. an economic effect also, for the price of the imj)ort ed salt 
will hi* lowi'ix'd, and friunhoth the moral and tin* economical points of view it 
will have a gratifvi ng ('fleet . At the present moment, as I understand, the 
duty is Ks. 12.0 for 1(H) maunds, and the agents of the pec^ph* who send oiU 
salt to this counliy arc* charging Rs. 240 per 100 maunds. Add to that the 
duty of Bs. 125, tin* ])ri(*(' which is to \io paid in Calcutta is Rs. H65, and the 
retail tradt'r who buys a 100 maunds for that sum in Calcutta for taking tin* 
saim* to tie* mufassal has to imuir (*ertain charges for carrying it. Sc 
hcj cannot st'll it in tin* mufassal at anything h'ss than Rs. 400, and that 
accounts for tlu' high price which the poor man in the mufassal has to pay 
for this article. If the poor man is told you are free to manufacture salt, 
you will not have to pay any duty though it may he that every poor man will 
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iiol. 1)0 abl(‘ to'hvail hiiiificlf of suoli a ^laoious proc-lamat inn. yr\ il will drivi' 
away from liis mind the fooling wliicdi lit' noinisin^s against ( J nvoi*nmonl for 
not l»oin|T al)l(^ to maniifaoturt' salt at ]n>m<‘ and in liavintr to [lay an t'xoi- 
hitaiit prict' for salt importod fnjm ntlmr c'ounirios. If you issuo a pmolama- 
tion of t liis kind tlio poor man will certainly )»t' moi t‘ aitaoliod to i ht» 
Govt‘rnmont than what lie is now 1 put it in ihi^ way and I am not ^oirnj; to 
say that you deprive yourself ol tln^ rt'vi'mit' which you dt'rivi' I rom sail duly. 
As I ^atluu- you trid niort- than a cron* of ripxa's hy imposing: sail duly in 
IJt'ii^al and if you allow people in tin* sea-hoards t-o nia nu fact u rt‘ sail you will 
pi uhahly lose a few lakhs of rujua^s and t lit' anHxinl ol youi* rtocnue will !>«• 
lilth'lcss. Von will still ht' fifettin^ salt from ol ln'i* cou nl ric‘s and y(»u will 
pi'ohahly he receiving* almost tht' same I't'venut' as llietpianlity of imported 
sail wall not he lasliKanl to a very large* extemi. As I have' sai<l iIk* eouniiw- 
mad(‘ salt heing uniadijUMl and elirty, tin* ge'iiUa*! folk will nol go jn fnj- 
it, and it is only tln^ jioor man w’ho would huy such sail. 'rinuad’orc. I 
I hink it is sound j)olicy if you make it duty fna*. I am awan* oi‘ whai oi Inu* 
j>eoph‘ have said that salt ought lo he as fna^ as air and one would lx* glad to 
se<' that it is so. liiit all that I say now* is makt* it duly free* during tln^ peiaOd 
of t h(' w'ai* and also for two yi^ars following tln^ close of hosiditii*^ as t in* 
country is not. lik(dy to resume* its normal slag() as soon as the war is linished. 
After normal (‘onditions ol t <m nage a la*' laxst ored you wall havt* salt, as now' 
Iron) other (‘ountries. Salt comes, 1 helii'Ve. fia*!* of charge as halhast, so 
that not only the i^xporttu- hut the importer too can afford losf^ll il at a 
c(Misid(‘rahly h*ss j)rict* than In* c‘ould have* if In* had to pay freighi 
charges. 1 am not. an idi^alist, and I do not say you should sutler a loss 
and lake off the salt duty for all time. 1 am (juit(*sure that, in coin s(' of time 
if you give facilities, say within a (tuartt'r of C(*nlury, 1 his count wall lx* 
able lo produce* salt as good as W(* g(*t from (dnsshirt' hut. that r(*(piir(*s lime. 
^ ()u cannoi have* it dom* within ihr(*e or four years. I suhmit my jn’oposal 
IS a modest oin* and liojx* tin' Oouin*!! will a(*(;cpi it. ’ 

ddn* Ilon’hle Matia i A iu i. Kasum said : — 

“Sir. I heg to su])port tin* i’(^sol iition nioccd i>y my lion hh* Iriend llahu 
'^urendra Xal h Kay. and in doing so I do not. ihink that, mueh arg*umenl is 
iiec*d(*d to con\'in(*(‘ this (xxirnril or tin* (lov^tnaimenl of the lu'cessily of taking 
some sli-ps to me(‘t tln^ prc'seni difllcult i(*s. 

ddie Hon’hlc Kai l)t*hcndei* (diuinler (those Kahadu) has said that this 
question has het*n l)rought. in this (hxiin'il lax-ausi' of i he hat loot ing cases 
m l^asU'rn Ihmgal. 1 think, liowt'vei’, that tin* feeling was \ eiw* kc(‘n hu- 
some tinn* past long hefore tin* hat. looting cases look ))lac(*. owing to the hacl 
1 iial the price of salt ha<l gone so liigli that a large numh(*r ol my (‘oiintrymen 
111 this lh*esid(mcy wert* (h'prive l of t hat very nec(*ssary ari i< h of lood 
( ert.ainly, tdie hat looting ciscos have acc(;ntnal.(*d this feeling and 1 ti usi, that 
^ »ovcrnMn*nt. will sei^ their way lo acct*pt tin* resolution as il si amis, <»r the 
first pari of it and for the secaind part tin* ann*n<limmt may he aceeptcKl. 
Belarus I am concerned, I would jirefer that arrangenicnl. In any case, 
salt should h(^ very fdieap to a large*, nuinher ol people* in this count, ry* 
and wlie'ther in eloing so tin* State loses some })e)r'tie>n of tin* r(*vcnin‘ fer not 
a eiuestion which cannot he conside'reMl at tin* pre semt m )nn'nt. It has 
he*em said that all on a sudden pe*ace- loving p *e)j>Ie* have* turne*el into riote rs 
and have committed loots in e)pen markets ; and this fae*t is a snnicient 
trroiinel for taking some steps, fn those days idn* poor cmlt.i vat.ors of .jut,e* 
find that their commodities are not saleable in tin* marke't ; on tlie other 
hanej. the articles they want, cloth and salt, are* sold at a va‘ry high pric.c*. 
Ilioso who have been to some of tliosf* places whe*re* hats have* hex'ii hjot(*d. 
have^ told us that those cultivators who had brought hack tln‘ir liags of rice* 
‘Unl their packages of jute threw them into the. marke*t and looted salt ami 
‘ loth shops. Therefore, it is apparent that tdie situation is very giavf^ and 
^ho Government, I hope, will take necessary steps to alleviate the niisory 
‘'nd suflFering of the poor and will bo-ploased to accept this resolution. ’ 
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Bahu Akhil Chandra Daita, 

'I'fic Ilon’hir Babi: Akiiil (JiiANDKA Datta sald : — 

‘‘ Tlio history oE salt industry in Bon^^al is tin* old but luelaneholy story of 
an important industry vvliioli wo had but which has been extinguished. TIj^ 
abnormal rise in 1 price of salt and the manifold evils which hav (3 coim- 
in its train can however be no longer tiaiatiui with indifference. The rjin^stion 
has bc,(m raised whether an attem} t should be made to revive tin' manufac- 
ture of Salt in Bengal. The ]>roposal — or rather the suggestion — (‘manat(M| 
from iUo riovernmeni of India. What, howevcM*. is the altitude of tln^ 
Ciovernment of Bengal? It is a matt(M* of profound le^gnd and disappoini- 
meiit that they liavt* d(‘clar(^d themselves oppejsed to it. They arc^ not 
for leviving the industry. I propose to (‘xamine. thenr grounds of objc^ctioii 
h(u*('. 


Now the most important objection is that salt could nol Ik‘ manufactured 
in I>engal exce])t at a ])rice which could bi* fai- higher than that at wliicli 
it is import(^d or is manufactui'i^d (ds(*vvh('rc in India. This leads us to tlic 
(juestion what would Ixr the a\erag(‘ pim^e of salt if it were manufacl ured 
under existing circumstances ? W lum tlie (Government of Bengal cxjiresscd 
its (U)nsideied ojiinion in n‘ply to a suggi'stion of th(‘ Go\ernm(‘nt of India, 
we had a laght t,o ex])ect that th(^ opinion was bast'd uj on facts aixl tigurch 
ascertained u])on din^ iiujuiry. But, we have been s(u-iously told in this 
(Council (Jhamber t.hc^ other day tlnat no calculations have been made by the 
Government as to the cost of manufacture and that even appi'oximate tigm cs 
could not be given. How couhl it, ])ossibly be said tliat the price would 
be far highei- witJioul kmwving or ascertaining wdiat that, price would Ic ? 
Was conclusion on a momentous question like this anived at In sucli an 
irres) onsible manner ? Was it not, tlun’r duty — duty io themselves, dut> 
io the Government of India and duty t,o t-hc' peoph* of the province — 
before submitting their report to calculate and ascertain as accinately a> 
possible the cost, of manufacture? How could they I'ush headlong inh 
a conclusion wdthout doing so much as to calculate the cost, of manufac- 
ture'? Ai’e. W(' 1,0 take it that the memorandum of the oth April HM 7 

was based upon the intuitive' knowdedge of the official or (officials who h;nl 
till' privilege of jii-ejiaring it? ddie cost, of manufacl u r<' hei'c may be ctom 
])arativ('ly higher but (lo not the import duty and tlu' coslof t ransit ()\ n 
thousands of mihai from Liverj)Ool ami ot her place's outweigh t he' highe r Cos: 
of local inanu factuia* ? 

Allot. her ground of objection is that brine of gornl quality is not availald* 
This ])osilion was (diallenge'e! in an inte'rpellatiein in which the GovernmeMii 
W’as ask('d to state* whether any inquiry was made' as te) the* suitability ol 
brine of Bengal. AN e wa*re* tohl in repl}^ in the last meeting of the GemnciJ. 
‘suitable* brine is said te> be* obtainabh* at Gox’s Bazar and to the* seuith.’ Sd 
here is anot her jioint in wdiitdi a sweeping observation was made wdthout aiix 
refen'iic’C' lo the* actual state eef things. Another difficulty suggeste'd is thru 
labour may not be ivadily available. This difficulty is as imaginary as lie 
(dhers alrcaily (*onsieIere’d. India may be* eleficic'iit in capital lull it is 
preposterous If) say that there is paucity of labour here. 

All this naturally gavi* rise te) a suspicion that the memorandum e)f lie 
hill A})ril 1917 was submitted without any inquiry at all. But we did not li!o 
to condemn the* (u)vernment unheard and on mere suspicion like the hundreds 
of youngmen whose* liberty has been taken awaj under the Defence of India Act 
And accorelingly my Iloibble friend Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Ghaudhun 
gave the Governme*nt an op])ortunity to state whether any special inquiry had 
been made before the said inrinoranduni was prepared. The repily ( nly justified 
our suspicion, for we have been told that no special inquiry was necessary. 
So the memorandum Avas jireparcd without any inquiry. 'Idiis explains 
the most unsatisfactory character of the facts stated and the conclusions 
deduced in the said memorandum. The situation has in all conscieiuc 
been very grave. The feeling in the country is that revival of the salt 



1918.3 


liesolutions. 


93 


Rahn Akhil i^hautirn l>attn. 

industry in Hene^al will ttnid !<» iwlnci* the of sail W'as ii ik>i, 

theroforo, only Ian* and sir, to iiistitiitt' a caHTuI iinpiii’y brfon' 

siiuiinarily rejecting tlio proposal.'' Not only \Nas tlnno no inquiry inadt' 
before tin' preparation of tln^ ineinorandniiK but om* oanu'si ])rayers inado 
since then for a proper inquiry have bi'eii tn^attsl wiib supremo eimttunpi. 

( )n the 18th Dt'ceiuber last tb(‘ p]*ayer was formulated in tin' shape of an 
interpellation whieli ran as lollows : "Are the 1 i ov<M*nm(‘nt. (*( )iisnh‘rmg lln* 
desirability of dirc'cting an inquiry inlo how far the manufael nre of salt in 
llengal may ti'iid to rc'duei' t.lie jiriees in tlte local salt mark(>ts?’ The answer* 
was in tin' in'gative. Verily, iny Lord, tin' people havt' light to cry, ‘ Strike 
l)ut hear.’ An attitude of sueli absolute dehanet' to the wisln s and It'elings 
and vital inteia^sts ol‘ tln^ p(‘.opk‘ can be laki'ii up by the (Jovernimnit ndy m a 
eonniry wlu'rt' it is not responsibb' t(» the ])t‘o,>le. Tin' attitude would ha\e 
b('(m absolutely diflferi'nt d oui* ministi'rs had to dt>p<md uj)on popular \ot(\s for 
eontinuancM' in fiower. Our suggt^stions in tln» (Jotnn'il are la'ceivinl willi sin h 
s(!ant courtesy that when my fric'inl Uabu Hrojendra Kisliore \\:\\ (’haudlmn 
asked in tin' last meeting of tin* (h)uneil, wdietln'r tin* Oovernnnmt wana* eon- 
sidi'ring t he dt'Si ral)ili ty ol' making an iinjuiry as to tin' particular facilit ies I’or 
the manufacture of salt on tin* (’hiltagong si(h', no re]>ly was vouehsaf(‘d to 
the (juestion. The Ilon’ble Mr. Donald did not eondescanni to gi\e any 
answai- to that question at all. Siudi is our vaunt^nl right of int t'rpel latioii . 
'riiisisnot an isolataal instance. This is t he ordinary fat e of our in torpel lat ions. 
SouK'times they art* M'ject(‘(l on grounds viu'y difli(‘ult to appreeiat (*. sometimes 
they aia* not- answa'red exam if admitt.ed, and if t hi'y aia' answi'ia'l, tin' 
answers typically illustratt^ the m-ignifica^nt j>ower of words in eoneealmg 
t hough ts. 

All the objhu'tio.is urged in tin* said inemorainliim ajiply ad ndi iedhj to a 
seln'ine lor manufac't.ure on a larg<* scale. 1 lie cpiest n ii ol manuiaetnre on a 
small scaale for home eonsuiuptioii or for satisfying the local m'ods has not 
been at all eonsidered. Kven the mtmiorandum does n )t go so far as to state, 
or t-o sugg<*st that man ufae.tu re on a small s(;ah' is hanqxna'd by pamnty of 
brim* and fuel. Not to sf)eak of the pia'-Hrit ish days, e\'(*n in the <*arly 
-nxtU's ol* tin* last- camtury ti large quantity of salt used to be manulael tiled 
in t he s<*aboar(l an’as in Sit-akundu, Kumiiria. Kattoly, Alishahar, lhamlar. 
Mathubari, (diakaria, Cox Ihizar, in tln^ islands of Kutulxiia and Malu'skhali 
111 ( diittagong district als(» m Ifatia, Sandwip and ot her neighbouring j laces. 

The d(*sct'ndant-s of tin* manu fact-uia'i’s of salt, who are still known as 
Moulangis, on the (-hittagong sidi', hav(' not yet loi’gotti'u the old indigenous 
methods of making salt. d’hough tin* (iovernment do not allow’ manii- 
laeture in the lawful w\a,>'. the contraband salt is still being mannlaetnred on 
a scale wdiicli cannot be consitlerc*d m'gligible. Tln^ jollowing are tin* 
indigenous methods used in making salt in (/hittagong ; — 

1. Tin* scraping of tlu* (‘artli of tin* sea-beach, mixing it with w'atej-. 
tillering the solut.ion and tln^n boding. ddns proc(*ss yieMs, I am told, m the 
month of March and April half a seer of salt from one sef‘r (d i*arth. 

ii. ddie Suna plants growing wild rn^ar ai)ouf t-lu* sf^ashore are kept 
immersed for a iiumlier of days in sea vvatei* an^l then taken r>nt. dried in the 
sun and then burnt. Tlir^ ashes are mixed wnth water and then by jx'ieola- 
tion and boiling the salt is obtained. In i-bis case, the yield is, 1 am told, 
about half the quantity of the ashes. 

3. The boiling of the- seawater. lUit this proec'ss is less profitable 
than the abox^e moiitionod two. 

It is not disputed that the manufacture ol salt in Bengal was j>rofitable 
before. Noxv the question is why it has noxv become unprrifitable / Has not 
tile operation of the Salt Acts n{ 1864 and 1882 contributed to this increaHcd 
cost of manufacture ? At all events, is not the fiscal system irjiroduc*ed hy 
the said Acts one of the chief contributory causes? Salt is a jirimary 
necessary of life and should be as free as the air we bn^atlic atid the water 
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Uf* (liink. lJul the ( invHrnnH*iit watiUvl (o raiso a larg<* i(‘V(‘nu(' on sail- and 
inaii^^nratod a Hyntt'in f)r nxoisr which sounded the ilcath-knoll of the 
industry in H(3n<^al. Why was duty inipi)H(‘d indiscriiiiiiiattdy on salt both 
import ( mI from abroad ainl manufactured at home? hy no discrimination 
was mad(3 bc'twecn salt manufactured (ai a lar^c s(^al(^ for c*ommcr(‘ial purposes 
and salt pi*(‘j)ared by poor p(\'.ple ff)r tht'ir honn* consumption ? To i*aist* tln> 
(rosi, of manufa(9aire by a system of excise and tli(*n to condt^mn it as (*xpen- 
.siv(‘ is to trive t h(^ dog a l)ad name only to hang it . A bolish the d uty and 
tln^ l)(‘ople will (^‘rtaitily find it profitabl(‘ to j)r'3j)ari; salt for their home 
consum|)tion. This is not a mat t(ir for speculation. Have wc not had as 
many as 151 cases of ofTcmcf'S committed against tlu^ Salt Act of 1882 in 
I91b-17? Hav(^ we not had in 19H)-17 as many as 828 (*ases in which 
p<n-sons j>r(‘paring salt were hauled up in tln^ criminal Courts? llav(‘ W(‘ 
not had (conviction in as many as 284 c.jses in om* singh‘ year ? Ha\ e m^t 
our ]uM)ple contributed in 19H)-17 lls. 1,656-4 to tln^ public (‘Xclie(|U(‘r in the 
sliapi*. of lim‘s for j)n*j)aration of salt? Ar(‘ not otf(‘nces against the salt laws 
steadily or^ tlu* incr(3as(‘? 'There is ctM'tainly a grim liumoiii* in t.lie observa- 
tion vvhicli w(‘ tind in the Administration Rt‘j)ort of 1916-17 that. tlit‘ number 
of (;.as(‘R (l(4(^ete(l in t lu* 21-Parganas would ])robably have btaui nuicli larg(M- 
had not. tin' pr(‘ventiv(3 work bemi S(criously ham])(‘n‘(l by thc' absence of tlu^ 
d(3j)art!n(uital launches and boats during the (earlier part of tlu' yi^ar. Wliat 
IS tin* nioi*al lou<lly proclaiim^d by tin* r(‘C‘oi-d of pros(‘cutions for ipanufacjt iir- 
ing salt against t,h(‘ provisions of tin' salt laws ? N(‘ed 1 point out that tin' 
people do find it. elncapccr to manufactin’ic salt for their own consu in])t ion t han 
to ])urchas(‘ it in tht^ bazar? 'The v(M*y fa(ct that such a largtc number (d’ 
jieopb' who ar(‘ ot in'rwise law-abiding atnl deedh^ do pn'paia* salt. ('V(‘n at tln^ 
risk of (criminal pros(*cution, goes conclusivi'ly to show that they do so 
be(;aus(* l In'V fiinl it (di('ap('r. lnst,(*ad of lndj)ing arn 1 t'neou ragi ng t Inun t In' 
(iovc'rnuKmt. hav(* goi. a large (csi.al>lishment niaintaiin'd at the rat e-pay('rs’ 
cost oidy to p(‘rs(M‘ut(^ and to |)rosecut(‘ 1 h(‘ni. Now imagine the position ol 
a poor man in (h)\’s Uazar. Ih' is too poor to purchasr salt at thc' bazar, 
but. vast. r('f)osit.ori(^s of salt lie Ix'fore him and b(‘hind him and Ix'sidt' him. 
Hut su(di is the TarilV wall built u}) by the (jlov(u*nment bet wi'en him and 
those re])osit (naes that he (cannot g(4 at t In'in lawfully. Hut nect'ss.t v knows 
no law and il' under tln> pressure of nect'Ssily tln^ pool- man st]-(‘t(dn's his 
hand to S(UZ(' the salt, tin' salt daroga at onct' stands up liki* tin' frankenskin 
of old and managt's to lodge him int.o a pla(c(' wIk'I'c In* has in'il lnu* to 
chase nor maim fact. u la* salt for his own consumj)! ion, but. wln're Ik' has salt. 
])rovid('d lor him at tln^ c(^st of tin* Governnnmt. Likt* t In' ancitmt mariner 
of (a)leridg(', In* has salt wat(*r, salt water everywhert* but not a drop for 
making salt . 


Let us, however, consider anotlnu* asp('Ct of the matt(*?\ 'Tin' salt watt'r 
and th(^ salt, (cart h art* lying theia' in vast (juantity unust'd and unutilis('(l 
without S(crv'ing any purpose whatsot* vin*. The })oor p(‘of>le can di’aw any 
(plant ity of s(’a wat.i'r and scrape out any amount, of ('arth from tin* sea-boacli 
as they lik(' and commit any kind of wasti* with imjRinity. tint as soon as 
an attempt is made to turntinun to tln'ir use, down conn's tin* Damocles 
sword ov('r their In'ad. It. is said that manufacture is prohibit(cd because in 
SOUK' (cases t!ie peoph* manage to t'seape the duty. 'Jdie position is, therefore, 
this, as tin* salt wat.i'r and salt earth do not yi<dd a full nun'iiue t.o tin* 
GovuMUiinent, why het tlnuii rcuiiain absolutely unused? In otlu'r words, why 
should it b(' of any us(* to the peoph’ if it is of no use to tin* Government ? 
riio GoverniiK'iit might of course think likt* this. So far as we are conc(‘rned 
thc'y art' 11(4, as a mal ttn* of fact, yielding any n'vtmue ; why then deprive the, 
peoph' of ih(' Naturt*’s bounty? But that is a line of argument which never 
ccunmt'nds itself to thtc Government. 

'The salt problem Is not merely an economic one. It has another very 
important aspect. The history of salt duty in this country has shown 
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beyond doul.t that the cvonsuuipti.^ varies inversely with the rise of nriee 
Jhe consn|n pt.on .s no. even 10 Uxs. per I.ead. whereas aeeordinff fu n.edii 1 
opinion 20 lbs. per h.vad is the nuniniuin neeessarv ior heOH.fel .vi , 

Sc. the re,ui, ot i„ ev.u ji .i.j 

the people I do not know whether t h.. prospeet of tin- h.edl h of niilliuns of 

‘‘.“n all appeals to ,he (lev.-rninent . 
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I do not know whether the overwhelmiiijor importanee of this 
(luestion has ever reeeived that anxious consideration which ih 
the country are in all conscience hound to bestow on ii. 

■ But the problem is not merely economical and hvf?eo|oijIeal but has ol 
late become political to boot. The abnormal rise in' j, rice has’ .Iriveu' t he 
people to desperation and the result is the lootinir of hats 'I'li.- rioters are 
ol course the worst enemies of the s<K-iety and the State and thev iniist’be 
iiunteldown. But is t hat all t hat we have ff-.t to do? Is the proseent io.i 
of the looters all that the situation demand; ? Apjietite for fo,„| is il„. n,o.si 
primary aiui imperative of all our impulses and no sane man should exp,.el 
that hitnfrer-striken pi'ople starving' with their children will eonleinplatc ov.-r 
the vices ol theft and will refrain from touchinpr foo<l which thev find in 
abundance in a inndrhbour s house. J’he same tiling is more or less true with 
respect to salt. 1 am not here to justify or extenuate the looting of hats Bui 
this 1 do say I hat the responsibility is not all theirs. It has lol,e apporiioned 
betweiMi tin- looters and those who have created the situation for tlieiii. 
U lio, alb'i- all, are ultimately responsible for this stale of thing's I do not 
know what tlie orthodox ollieial view is, but this I know that while the risiie-- 
price ol salt IS pressin^r lieavilyoii our peoi>le, tin' ( 1 overn men I revenue, ,n 
salt IS steadily on the increase. In l!Mt)-I7 th,' net rfo’eiiiie was Its. 70 , 72 .’i, 
which was frreater than that of the jiri'vious vear bv Bs. 10 . 2 b, 7 .‘'>X /e S' 1 i m 

No the adversity ol tlm people is <piite synehronoiis with tlit> prosperil v of 
llie (Miyernmeiil. Such is t he irony of fat,> I hat I he sulhn'in^rH of tli,, (....'.ple 

noon isly with surpluses in the luiblie exidieipier. What wonder 

I ben tliat with thi^ ffi'owincr revenu.- the ( loveriinieni should maintain a 
lepartmeni lor t Im det.eetlon ol olleiices aj^ainst salt law and should be in 
a p.isition to ifi\'e lal fees to the advocates prosi.i-ul iu«' the liatd,»oters before 
t lie sjiecual I ribiinals. 


m, . V- "I I'-xi'ise and Salt, in submitting his re|)orl of the year 

I.Hb-l/. observes wit h r, ‘markable aceur.acy that ‘the re)>ort deals with' the 
preventive ojx'rations in the saliferous districts of the I’lesidem-y and with 
th<‘ iinpo tation and issue of salt under tin- control of the ( 'iistoms authorities.' 

lat iH all tlin vaniiltMl ad fiiiiiist ration of tin* Salt n<*])a rtni<*fjf in a provitna* 
winch was in prt*-J*!-it is!) day.s sell' (a>ntaiin*.| r<i^ardin<^ tli»* supply ol sail. 

In 1888 Ia)i*d (/?*oss, tlie then Seen*! ary oi State* lor* India, said : ‘ d'In* 
policy eniinniah*d l> 3 ’ tlie < J ovt*riinieiif in 1877 was to ^i\^c to the }»(*of)h* 
t iiou^hont India tin* in-ans of ohtainin^^ nnliinite* I supr)!v ^>1 at a vt-rv 

<‘lit‘ap rate*.’ 

il ^ y*"**^’*^ latci-. Sii- Jf)hn (iorst, on his H|)c<*(di on the* Indian Jhidt^ct in 

iiio Mouse ol Cofiimons, reinarktMl : Tin* tix on salt was no donht a t ax whic-h 
<ai^ht to be removed and wouhl be removed as soon as it woubi be linaneially 
pOKsi )Je to do so. Lord Morley’s (tln*n Mr. Morhyv’s) pronn inrenn*!! t on salt 
ax m lh()6 encouraged the bopt* that the time was distant when the tax 
aiight be dom* away with al tij^fetlier. Aftt*r all this d(*(darat ion, is it too 
Hieh to expect that tlie salt manu ra(*turt* bv poru- peopb^ for borne eonsiimp- 
tion will he made free from duty ? 

is * ^'*‘"*. wonl to the iioii-olHeial European htmehes. The salt duty in India 
a poor man s fjuestion, b)r they eat more salt when it is (diea[» 

^ CHS when it is dear. It has recently heen Hai<l with a j^o^d deal of 
nsistence and vehomenee that tln^ educated claHses do not rf*preH(*nl th(* 
JmHues of the country and dhey are the special trust ol the Angb^fndiai] 
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eoiuiiiuriity ” — [Here the hell rang ae the Hon’ble Member had exceeded his 
rime limit and the Hon‘l>le Member resumed his seat.] 

'riui Hon’ljle Mk. Oautkk said : — 

** 1 wish to oppose the resolution which has been brouglit forward by the 
lloii’ble Habu Surendra Nath Ray, under headings (/') and (n) and th(' amend- 
menr by the Hon’bl(‘ Rai Debender (thunder Ghose llahadur. 

I would like to say first of all that I have been connected with sail, and 
my firm has been conne(*ted with the salt trade foi* a great number ol 
years, and tliereforo 1 can speak with a certain amount of knowledge and 
confidence. 

Owing to t h(^ formation of th(‘ littoral u\‘ Uengal, consisting as it does of 
vast mud Hats caus(‘d by the great flood of frosli water from the (Tanges 
delta, th(^ influema* of whieJi is felt many miles at sea, it is well known to the 
salt trad(‘ that it is imjjossible to manufacture salt on a commercial scale, as 
is done in tlit^ Madras and Rombay Pr(‘si«l(mcit^s. 

Salt can la* manufactunsl in certain places in limittsl (|uantitit"s only, 
but tln^ ])rocess is v(n*y laborious owing to the weakness of the brine. Salt 
manufaetuia* was carrie<l on in (^Irissa when it, was attacdied to Hmigal lor a 
great numb(*r of years. I Isdieve that the Rritish Go\M‘rnm(mt took over the 
manufacture of salt in Ih-iwious tothat datt^ it was in tln‘ hands ol 

Hajas and other /anmndars. 'rh(> last Salt Fact-oru^s in Oriss.a were cdosed in 
Mar(di 1902 as it was found that rdit^ (dimat(^ was not suitable owing to the 
Severe tljunderstorms \vhi(di visit(Ml that province, and also tlu‘ opcniing ol 
the Fast (^)ast Hail way aflbrdeil facilitit^s lor the import, of Ganjam salt into 
Orissa and allovviMl of salt Ixung s(*nt. down from ('akuitta ; and although the 
price of Oovei-nment sail in (drissa was reduetMl to J anna a maund. i here 
Was found to lx* no sab* for it owing to ii s poorn(‘ss oftpialily In I he repoi i 
on the * Uengal Sail I'radt' ’ for 1901-02, it is slated that The linih(*r manu- 
fael urt‘ of salt was considered by Oovernineni during tin* yt*ar, and linally 
held I o be iinf)raet ieabb*. 

I need hardly say ihal at I he pr(‘senj lime il se(*ms lo me lo bt‘ lolly lor 
(Jov<*rnmeni to wast(‘ mom^y in an aitem])* to revivt* an indiislry whicli could 
not liv(‘ against im])orls from tin* Red vSea and those parts of tin* ])rovinees 
of India where salt can b(' manufact ur(*d to advantage*. 

The second r(*solution j)ut foi warvl by the Hon’ble Uabu Suremdra Nath 
Hay is to allow I In* salt manufact ur(*<l by people for t heir own consumption 
to b(‘ lrt*t* from duty. It is n*|(*atedly put forward that the salt tax bears 
hanlly on the* mass(‘s ; but as the consumption pe)' head is estimat(xl to lx* 
12 lbs. ])ei- annum, tin* duty on wlnedi at its pr(*s(*nt rate* of He. 1-1 ])e*i* 
inauiul amounts lo 8 annas j>ei’ he'^ael pe*r annum e)nly, it e*an liar<]ly bo 
e*onsid(*r('d t‘xe*e‘ssi ve*, ])jiri icularly as this is tin* only tax whie*h millie)ns ])ay 
towards the revenue*. It we)ubl be^ obviously unfair le) alle)w a favoured lew 
to manufae-ture salt for ibe'ir e)wn consumptiem fr(*e of a tax which the othei 
millions of India have to pay. 

ddnu’e has b(*e'n (xinsielerable agitation lately against the high price ol 
salt ruling in Ue*ngal. Idle price of Red Sea salt at the juesont moment can 
b(* taken roughly at Hs. 289 per 100 maunels plus the* tax of Hs. 125 per 100 
maunds t*quals Hs. 364. 

For \ i*ry many years tiu* duly was at tin* rate of Rs. 250 per 100 manuds 
and taking the price of salt at that time at an average of Rs. 60, the jirice* 
we)rks out at Rs. 810 per 1(40 maunds, or a difference^ of Rs. 51 per 100 
maunds, whie*h nn*ans that the consumer now has lo pay 1 anna 8 pies per 
niaunel jier annum more than he did fifteen years ago, and this in spite of the 
vast increase in tlie e*e>st of proluction and freight. 

For the abe)ve reasons T wish to oppose the resolution.” 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunuer MrrrER said : — 

“Sir, the resolution is divisible into two parts and then there is an 
amendment to it proposed by tlu^ Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
Hahadiir. I am very stron^^ly in favour of claust* (/) of the resolution inovtul 
l*v my friend, the Hon^ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, but I am sorry to oppose 
the second part of th(3 resolution and the amendment of tlu' Hon’l)lt> 
liai Debender Chunder Gliose Bahadur. 

As re^^ards the consumption of salt in Bengal certain figures may be 
hcli>ful. The t6tal consumption of salt in Bengal is about 70 lak hs ol’ mauiuls, 
and out of this, 24 lakhs are imported from Great Britain — 1 am sjunak- 
lug from the statistics as published in the latest GovernintMit Reiiortt? — 
tlu* remaining 46 lakhs of maunds are imported from Masoa, Spam and 
Port Said — the last mentioned place btdng mainly the distributing eentn' of 
IUmI Sea salt. Therefort^ so far as any question of conflict of tln^ interests of 
( I real. Britain and tht‘ interests of India art' concerned, that is only with 
rt^gard to tlu^ 24 lakhs of maunds; there is no such (umlliet with n^gani to 
th(' 46 lakhs of maunds of salt. Now, as regards the 24 lakhs, vvt' may 
n intmiber that salt is importtul in bulk as ballast in ships and })ractieally fna^ 
lr(»m fndght. So long as such conditions ]>rt‘vaile(l as enabled salt to be 
iinporti'. 1 practically freight free, there was not perhaps much diHi(mlly ; but 
under tin* present state of difFiculties of tonnage conditions bavi* changed and 
p( rha])S even some time aftm* th(^ hostilitii*s are over, wt* may nut hav(^ tlie sann* 
i.'u ilities of tonnage as we had in pre-war days. In tlu^ meantinn*. tlnMim'stion 
has b(‘Come very acute for the people? of tin* country, as also for the Govi*rn- 
iinml and for all classes who are interested in tin* well-l)eing of tin* jKiople 
and the Government. 

Now, Sir, it has beem said that Bengal is not suitable for the manufac- 
ture of salt, and for that reason it has btMUi suggested that it is not right that 
(b>\rniment should risk its money for tin* inanufactun* of salt. 1 agiuM*, for 
the sake of argument, that tlu*n* may be much in favour of such statements. 
.Vfter all the Government must be guidcnl by tin? advic(* of its expe rts. 
Ihil, Sir, is that any reason why permission should not be granttnl to 
jirn ate manufacturers to manufac^turo salt ? It is their own look-out wln‘th(?r 
theelimate of Bengal is gfKxl enough to carry on salt manufaetori(?s at a 
iu(»lit. and if that is so, is there any justification for ])r(*venting privati* jnanu- 
laciiirers from manufacturing salt ? Well, there is no^doubt tliat tin* elimatf* 
<'l Bengal is damp, and that salt can be better manufac’tured m a dry (dimat(‘. 
riiere s no doubt also that the seaboard of Bengal is more or less intersectiHl 
l y lug rivers. But these difficuilties have all along existf*d, and in spite, ol 
dirm. Btmgal used to manufacture her own salt. If that Ik? so, and if tin* 

1 b »\'(*inmont does not feel justified in starting salt nianufactorit'S of its own, 
Bk* loast the Government could do, in order to remove tin? impression 
'^liich t'xists and which is doing as much mischief to the (iov(?rnment as t^» 
dn* j)eoj.le, is to let the people, who wish to try tin? (?xperiinent, to do so for 
dK inselves. If they burn their fingers and find out to their own cost that 
tin y cannot manufacture salt in competition with foreign salt, then Govern- 
nient will have everything to gain and nothing to lose? by according such 
pcrmiHRion. It is no good preaching about the difficulties (^)f salt manufacture. 
Ihe best tiling is to let the people try and learn for ihemselyes for there 

no school like the school of experience. Therefore, wdth regard tf> 
clause (/) of my Hon’ble friend’s resolution, my suggestions are that private 
firms or private individuals be allowed to manufacture salt. Of courst?, 
tin y must pay the necessary duty and perhaps some amount of license h?e. 

far as I have been able to investigate into this matter, I do think that 
binder present conditions the Government will be able to manufacture salt 
P^'nfitably ; but that is a matter which I would leave to Government and to 
^^8 expert advisers. 
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As regards the second portion of the resolution, I am sorry I have to 
oppose it, and 1 oppose it on three grounds. First of all, if the people ai\ 
allowed to manufaciure salt for their own consumption it will lead to a g(K)J 
d(3al of friction between the subordinate officials of the Salt Department and 
l()(tal ])eople and the benefit, perhaps, will be a questionable one.. It will U* 
difficult for the suj>orior officers of the Salt Department and the C joverniie ni 
to remedy acts of oppnission, real or fancied. My second point is this 
JJow will the loss of revenue be compensated for ? It is no good saying 
that (lovernment will bear a loss of reveniit5 ; but there is such a thing as 
tlie liudg(4, with which most of my friends are familiar. Fven if it Ul(^an^ 
a loss of revenue of two lakhs, how is that loss going to be met ? From whai 
other dc^partiiKuit is the curtailment to be made? Now, the third reas -n is 
that it is iKu-ft*ctly wcdl known that the population of the seaboard of 
is very small ; out of a total of 4.j millions, j)erhaps at tlu‘, highest, llu 
population ol t hi^ seaboard of Hcngal is not more than quarter of a million 
If you let tln^se people to manufacture salt for their own use, you bemdit a 
lew ; but you leave the door open for illicut manufacture. Tln^refore, bolh 
on gr^uinds ol loss ol revtuiue and on gi’ounds of differtmtial treatment. 
I am o]^posed to tlu^ S(‘(‘ond bramdi of my friend’s resolution. 

As regards the amendment of the Hon’ble iiai Debendor Chunder (iho>li 
Bahadur, I am sorry that, aft(M' giving it my best consideration, 1 havi^ In 
oppose} it. My llrst reason is that free manufacture of salt in Bengal 
will not bt‘ ol any tin* slightest btmefit to the consuim^r. Taking tin* total 
eonsumption of salt in Jhmgal to bt‘ 70 lakhs o# maunds, if you allow Ik . 
manufacture from to-morrow not only duly free but with a sul)si(ly of sa) 
oiie j)i(a) to the maund, ovrn then, 1 take it, during the next threi^ or loin 
years tlu‘y will not be able to manufacture say more than 8 or 10 lakhs u! 
maunds. J1 that be so, will the manufacturers be selling at a pricre h)wt‘r Ilian 
tlii' mark(‘t price of salt ? Well, my answer is an emphatic ‘no’. Who limn 
will bmielit by this manufacturi* ? ddie consuimu’s will not- bt^ bem filed l iii 
tilt' manufaeturei s will btmelit to the detriment of tht‘ ri'Venue to tht‘ Slal» 
The st'cond leason why 1 opposes that amtmdment is that although iii,\ 
llon’ble frituid has suggesttai frt t* manufacture of salt in Bengal, what aboii: 
th(‘ competition with the nst of India ? 4'here are no high tarilf wall 
round Bengal. Sup])osing that 8 or 10 lakhs of maunds of salt are mamilai- 
tiirtul in Btuigal. tlie markt't price of salt being subject t(j tin* marlot 
(conditions of the wlujle of India, the manufacture of salt frt^e of duly will m'l 
benefit the (•('uisunuu* because the manufacturer will sell at the pn* vailing 
market rat(*. 

The third ground is what I have already dealt with, namely, tin 
(question of loss of revenue. That being the position, 1 submit — and suhiiiit 
with som(} amount of confidence — that Governmont will be pleased to consid* ' 
tlu‘ matter very carefully and should, at any rate, allow private manufact uk‘i> 
a chance to realise wlndher the thi'ory of Government experts is coned 
or not. It that chance is not given in these days when every act 
G(3vernment is looked upon with suspicion and when there are people who sm 
fit to ascribe all sorts of motives to acts of Government, where no surh 
motives really exist, the Government will be doing a highly impolitic thini! 
It will (‘liable mischievous people to carry on an agitation by ascril'Ud 
imjiroper motives to Government.” 

Tlu‘ Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq said : — 

” Sir, mucli of what I wanted to say has already been referred to by tlit 
previous speakers and I do not think I need repeat what they have said 1 
belong to one of the im^st important districts which is on the sea and I 
got a right to say something on the questions that have been raised by tli*^ 
resolution and the proposed amendment. My own idea is that the best thing 
do would be to make the salt duty free for all people and for all time. 1 but 
would be the ideal state of things and I want to go much further than 
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en 


Hon'hio IJabu Surendra Nalh Ray and (l.n inov«T of (hr aiuriid.n.m ft. 
ilon’blB Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Jiaha.bir. Tl,„ .jnrKtif,,, that has '\nt 
raised is not, duo to the consideration of a state of ( l.in^rs , . 

,he war. Imt It IS a very largo econoniical questi,,,, whirl, has 1 rnirn.onlr 

,h, ailentiou of public men in India for several yrais. 1 i.hfnk that in onirr 
I, .arrive at a satisfactory solution, Government must be j.rrparcd to mal e anv 
..nerificc that will be necessary. My llon blr friend -M , - 1 'rovasl. ( ’hu nder 

Mitt<»r has referred to the difficulties with which we would b,' laei^d wen- w,. 

,.t ask Govrrninonr io make a saerificr^ in t\u^ rnvpnllt^ ami In. I.as put t ho 
(jm stion to Mio Hon Mo Hahii Sunuulra Nath Ray as to what ho is miiutr to 
sii^r^^ost to Govornment. in ordor to inako up for tho loss of ivvoiiut> which 
vNouhl r(‘siiJt in making salt duty frcM^ at. least for 8 omt‘ V(^'lrs. It, mav ho that 
if that, courso is adopted tlion*, will ho a doiioit of a few lakhs of nrpoos and 
if anv suggestion were needed, I would suggest that tho dcdicit can Ix' mad(. 
up hy r<vluoing tho expenditure on one df^iuirtimmt and aholishing at hiast 
two dopartinonts, I need not s; ooify what dopartinonts I nn^an. Most <>{ tlio 
llon’hh' Members will ho ahl(» to gu(‘ss to what dopartinonts I am rohu ring 
•Purely th(‘ way in which a question like thi.s is to ho nn't is hy cjonsidoring 
rhr coin])arativo iinportanco of either ndusing r(‘lit>f to tin* ))ooplo not hy 
adnjiniig the course suggested, or hy granting tho roasonahh* praym- of th‘o 
poopl(* at the cost of a little sacrifice. If tho advantagf^ that is gained 
founterhalances tlie small deficit in the rovouur, 1 for one would oarni'stlv 
nxjm^st (h)vernment -to take the eoiirso which offm-s a sat isfaeUiry solution of a 
\rrv knotty ]>rohIem which has Ikmui engaging tln^ attention not of tln^ 
lucafod f(.w hut in this case at least of the mass of | ooph*. It is always 
^aid, winmever any of these (economical problems an' discussed in public 
lat forms tliat it is the professional agitator, and ho and ho alom^ wh(» makes 
my (•oinplamt. Rut so far as this mattfer is com^criiod. the rpiostion atfi cts tin' 

M ->plo who have taken up not mondy arguments hut oudgfels and lathis in 
•; dm' tf) mak<‘ others und(;erstand how they f(H*l ov(.r this matl.or. I t hink, 
o ^ serious and I (^armestly supjiort t he, r(*K()lntion of mv 

Hon hlf. fri(end Bahu Surendra Nath Ray.” 

ric' Hon’Iile Khan Sahih Aman Ali said : — 

I (^oriK^ from Chittagong and my honn' is very nc'ar thf' sea whi(di is 
Nil of salt water and the p(K)pl(^ in my part of the country used to mannfac;- 
iiro salt, before. They know how to manufact.ii n* salt and some of them 
iNve told 111(1 that if they arc allowed to manufacture it, tlM‘y will he uhh^ to 
>^alt at one anna per s(*Gr. If an opport unity is given to t hem. I hey will 

gH'atly liniK^fitod thfu’chy. With tln^se words I snpj)ort the r(*solnf.ion. ' 


In 


Hon'hle Mk. Donald said 


th(j Hon’hle MteinlxTS wlio liavfe spoken on t,h(‘S(‘ resolutic^ns hav(^ 
I think, fully appreciated tlio conditions whicli led to tin' higli 
nei's that pr(5vailed a short time ago and to the loot of bazars and hats. 
>eh)M‘ proceeding to deal with tli (3 a(H-ual issue rais(xl in the Ilon’hle 
einher 8 resolution., it will he convenient if I give tin* (Jouncil a hri( 5 f 
f'*<>unt of thf) situation as regards salt, the cir<uimstanc(5S which le<l to the 
iige increase in prices a short time ago, and tlif^ firf'semt jiosition. 

T (io nf>t know how far Hon hie M( 3 mh(ns have Htiidi(Ml tho quarterly 
]>^>rts published on tho state of the salt market which give statistics of 

stocks, but a tx^rusal of the last re)>orl, issued on the 
'I ' 1917, for the quarter ending tlu*. 80th Septemlx^r last, would 

nV j that on the latter date the str)ck8 were consideralily lower than they 

N' )e(^n at the of the previous (piart(.^r. The fall was temporary, l)ut 

laTTl ^ was no fear that ample stocks would he forthcoming, an ulna, 

io q might be a shortage seemed to have seized the minds of ce^^tain 

» i]c lants in Calcutta, and the demand was so considerable that prices rose 
I ^ y from the middle of October, culminating in a very high figure on the 
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26th Novombor. It is to this speculation that the high retail prices that 
prevailed throughout the Province, and led in part to the loots in hfits and 
bazars, are due. As to stocks there was a feared shortage in Chittagong, 
but Government took very early measures to meet the situation. Difticultien 
of tonnage to this port had affected the position and it became necessary to 
send salt from Calcutta to replenish the stocks there. This probably 
accounted in part for the anticipations of a shortage in Calcutta. However, 
the former position has again been restored, the fall that occurred has been 
made gocKl and the stocks on the 31st December were over the figure f)f 
the 3()th June. Large shipments are expected in the coming months. An 
ample supply is already assured to cover the requirements of liengal and tlio 
neigh l)ouring Provinces, which are dependent on Bengal for their supplies, 
and Government are making further arrangements which will ensure that 
tlies(^ supplies are maintained, both at Calcutta and at ('hittagong. I havi 
alluded to the rise in price that followed on an anticipation of shortage in 
November last, and it will interest the Council if I mention what actually 
happened. 

On the 3rd November the price of salt in the import market was Ks. 3()l^ 
It rose to Us. 321 by the 8th November, to Ks. 431 on the 19th, Ks. 451 on tli(‘ 
2()th, and eventually reached Ks. 501 on the 26th of that month. It vvenl 
up no further but dropped on the 1st Dec 'inber to Ks. 350. It has sinrto ihon 
gradually fallen and at the present time is Ks. 24(h I might also meniion 
that while, imported salt .was sold at Ks. 350 on tln^ 1st December and 
thereafter n<^ business was done till the 17th l)(^ceinber, when small quantitie s 
wore sold at Ks. 300, yet on tin? 6th December Madras salt was olft'red at 
Ks. 200 and could find no purchasers. 

l^he Hon’ble Member has quoted the wholosah^ pricers per inaund <>{ 
imported salt. But he is not quite accurate in his figures. The higln si 
price was reached in the last week of Novend^er, and was as much as Ks. 6-7. 
On the 1st December it fell to under Ks. 6, and at t he pn^sent day it is 
Ks. 3-14. The retail price in Calcutta of imported salt rose to thre(‘ annas, 
but is now two annas per seer. In the mofussil it averages a little ov('r tins 
figure. Both these rates — wholesale and retail — followed the sah‘ price in tln^ 
imj)ort. market, and it was almost solelj^ due to the speculation in ('alcniia 
t hat the prices rose in the inufassal and led to the looting of hfits and bazars. 
Government made enquiries as to how far p)rofite('ring was prevalent in tlir 
mufassal, and the reports art* practically unanimous that the Calcut ta wind. * 
sale dealer was responsible and that there was no speculation amongst tlir 
retailers. 

The present price of imported salt is now more in accord with coinh- 
tions arising out of increased freight charges. As this price is very higl) 
for I he poorer classes of consumer the remedy^ of local manufacture is jJiit 
forward. Reference has been made to the memorandum published in tlir 
proceedings of the Imperial Legislative Council as regards the possibilities 
of local manufacture in Bengal. 'Idiis memorandum was pref)ared by this 
Government with the assistance of officers who had full knowledge of tin* 
subject, but as all Hon’ble Members may not have seen it I shall brit Hy 
explain the position. 

There are three possible inetlnxls of salt manufacture : — 

First, panga under which salt is educed by process of boiling from 
brine which has been obtained by filtration from salt earth. 

Secondl 3 % thekarkatch system under which salt is obtained from brine by 
means of solar evaporation, the brine being sea water or brackish water such 
as that found in the Chilkjt Lake. 

There is also the Vacuum process, which need noT^ be considered hen\ 
as it involves the establishment of a huge plant. 

Previous to 1863 the Bengal Government carried on a system of direct 
manufacture, both by the panga and karkatch method^*. But the system had 
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i'* I’f ‘'O ‘he competition of Liverpool ealt which undersold i», 

In 1865 manufacture was resinned under private emerprise under hoth' 
methods, the karkatch system being confined to tlie neighlKMirhoiHl of (he 
Chilka Lake. In the beginning o the eighties salt from (ianjam came into 
competition, and soon after this it l>ecame apparent that inam.fact ure .necordinir 
to the panga method could not be carried on with due regard to tlie interesV 
of the revenue. Production by this methwl is costly, cheap fuel is an 
essential necessity arid with the <dearance of jungles and the cultivation of 
jungle sites the facilities for manufacture rapidiv disappeared. It soon 
became evident from the high cost of prtKluction that it was not possible to 
carry on panga manufacture at a legitimate firofil without recourse to 
illicit practices, and It was therefore finally decide'd in 1887 to prohibit in 
future manufacture according to this method. l>anga maiiiifaiture is still 
more impossible to-day. There are no longi-r extensive saline deposits as in 
the old mi days to which the Hon’ble Member refers when vast swnmr.s were 
reserved for the industry by landlords. I shall presently refm- to this in 
connection with certain applications for maniifaeture (hat have been reccive.l. 

Manufacture according to the karkatch methoil was continued at the 
(diilka Lake, but t.his had eventually to give* way to fJ.anjam salt 'The 
climatic conditions of Ganjain wer(> far more favourable to salt maniifaelure 
and hotter and cheaper salt could he prcxliiced in tlial area. As iln^ nen’hh^ 
Mr. (’arler has already mentioned, the opening of th«' Last ('oast Kail way 
brought the two into competition and eventually it was found unprofitabre 
to continue the manufacture at (Jhilka. A simiiar fate befell threi- factori.'s 
which had been opened by Government in Oris.sa ; nowh(>re north of this 
has the karkatch system been continued. The r|uestion of resinning maini- 
lacturi' has been considered on mor« than one occasion, but on all t he 
grounds mentioned it was held to be impr.acticable. (Jonditions in Keiigal 
are even worse tlian they were at th(‘ (diilka Lake. The (Ihilka Lake itself 

was even below the density of ordinary sea water. Put the sea water at 
I he north of the. Bay is largely charged with silt , while it is weak in brine 
owing to the large influx of fresh water from the. numerous rivers. The 
climatic conditions I.iki are unfavourable — the t hiinderstorins in March ami 
A}»nl would repeatedly retard production and also dc‘Htroy Halt in tln^ proccHs 
of manufacture. 


These are difficulties, but notwithstanding them. Government are 
prepared to give favourable consideration to any scheme whirdi iray be put 
orward for the manufact ure of salt under c*ondit ions which will cnKiirf^ l h<^ 

necessary Rupervinion and Bafepruard the revenue. Tin' Hon’hh^ flahn S. N. 

\ciy refors t-o a statement I hat tho people of (Jhitta^on^ coidd very well 
manufacture and sell salt at 2 or 3 pice per seer, and, if thf* pr('H<*nt rentraint 
were diRcontinued, could compote with the importtMl salt. Otln^r nn'irdxTs 
nave also commented on the pi^Rsihilities of manufacture in (diilta^on^. Now 
we iiave had application H for permission to manufacture, salt in ( Jhitta^’on^, In 
le egiiining of Decembt^r Govc^rnment received applications to manufa(;turf^ 
oealJy from certain merchants in Chitta^ron^, ()„o of idiem statofl that ho 
roRourcos enough to manufacture salt on a large scab^ Tin* Kxoise 
'Oinmissioner was recalled from tour and H<mfc down to (Jhittagong to sef^ tin* 
^ipplicante, find out exactly what they proposed to do. and assist tlicun in 
working out their proposals. Mr. Moborly found that thfi applicants had 
\ t ry vague ideas as to how they wished to proceed; tliey had workful out 
proposals and not even made any preliminary enquiries as lo 
w ^dier the venture, which was to bo on a permanent fWiti ng, would be 
mo 1 able or otherwise. One of the applicants intendorl to collect salt r arth, 
exV oad never seen the soils on which he intended to operate and their 
advice and assistance of the Salt Department wr»ro placx?d at 
oir disposal and in the light of the information given they have* l>eon consi- 
d^^hey would proceed. We are still awaiting their <lecision. 
tlifficulty may be realised when I read the following extracts from a 
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report, recoivcid only yenterday J rom the Superintendent of Salt in Chittagong, 
who vvaR instractiul to assiRt tliom. I may mention that the Superintendent 
of Salt, Chittagong, placed hiR launch at the dispoRal of the petitionern, and 
tho best Raline soils in the district Wt?ro visited by them. The Superintendent 
ha 1 also shown tlnnn tin* saline survey registers of the district (proparol 
roughly about t(‘n years ago) and pointed out to them the' vast changes 
(in the diHa[)poa ranee of salinity from many ai-eas) which had occurred in 
recent y(;ars. The (mtries in the. registers themselves gave no hope of 
aneiK large enotigli for that purposes. This is what the report says : — 

' We found lh(} vast plain, on which he (the applicant) relied, was 
ov(M*gi‘own with grass. Residents said a little saline would effloresce in Choit 
if the rain held off. Small patches of saline sand were pointed out at the 
margin of iho s(,‘a, too small to deserv^e mention. It was admitted that this 
sand did not yie ld ('ven 10 per cent, of its weight of salt when filtered. Ho 
was convincMMl that the sit(i was worthless.^ 

This is rather different from the 50 p(ir cent, quoted by the llon’ble 
Habu Akhil (diandra Datta. 

‘ Again on tln^ 29th Dt'cember, I accompanied two of tlu^ appli(*ants to 
Kutubdia Island and on tin*, JOt h to the s('a-fa(^e of Khankhanabad and 
sliow(vl them what soils theni wen*. The wost(‘rn shore*, of Kutubdia Island 
has a b(*lt ol salim* sand on tin*, margin of tin*, sea about. 5 yards wide 
and i^::t(mding tln^ full length of the island at intervals. The sand gets 
its salinity from tin* spring tides — not from sub-soil brine. A square yard 
of this sand was collocated by them. They admitted that it did not yi(‘ld even 
10 ])er (;ent. of its weiglit of salt. 1 pointed out to them that this sand 
(M)nld only sc^rapod about twice a month for about thia^e days at a time*. 
Ttn'y I hen j)roeeedod to inspe(*t the saline soils mentioned in t lie survey 
reregisters as lying along the Pilotkata Khal. Those wei*e found to havi* lost, 
tln ir salinity. No fuel was found anywhere in situ,' 

‘ 'Ihe next day tln^ s )ils near Khankhanabad were inspected. TIn'se 
were* also patelc's of saline* sand, very poor in quantity. The applicants at once 
saw that tin* locality was hopeless for their purpose and expressed a wish to 
examine the* soils at Gohira during the neap tides on 7th January Ixffore 
coming t.o a decusion,’ 

M>n the 7th January 1918 1 accompanied one of the applicants and 
inspected the coast b(*tw(*(m the mouth of the rivers Karnafuli and Sanko, 
a distance of about 8 miles. An almost continuous l)elt of saline sand 
averaging 5 yards in width was found to contain Very (*xtensivo scrapings, 
but tin* only anua containing salt eartli wasa small patch near Gobadia village 
on tlu^ Karnafuli left bank which we visited on our return. The af)plicant tocak 
samples of bot h tln^ sand and of the earth and promised to let mt^ have his 
decision on tin* 15th instant positively, but I have received no communication 
from him till m.w.’ 

‘ Tin* deposits of salt earth, which would afford a ] erennial sourc^e of 
the raw material leciuired for manufacture, are almost entirely absent. 
Along the (extensive coast line is found a narrow stretch of what may be 
t(‘rmed saliferous sand. The spring tides impregnate i^atehes of sand of 
slightly lowcu* levt'l than the margin of the sea with salt. The quantity of 
salt in this ildn cake of s in 1 maybe roughly stated to be about 10 per 
cent, of its weight ’ 

These t'xtraels show that Chittagong seems hardly so pre-eminently 
fitted for the manufacture of salt as the Hon’ble Memb(n’’s informant would 
submit, ami t hat panga manufacture on the old lines is out of the question. 
But, as I have said, if the applicants will put forward a workable scheme. 
Government will consider it favourably. 

The Hon’ble mover would go further. He asks that we should allow 
the salt manufactured by the people for their own consumption to be free 
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from duty* I am afraid wo cannot agree to this. It must l>e reimunhered 
that salt is one of the items of taxation, and so long as it is a dutiable artielt^ 
it is impossible to reliev^e any particular section of the eoumiunity to tln^ 
exclusion of the others. Manufacture for local eonsuiiiption will be |M)ssil>le 
only in certain localities — those bordering on tlie si^a — but if t.be p<H)ple 
in these places are not required to pay tlu‘ salt tax, why, as i !u‘ llon’bh* 
Rai l)e‘bender Uhunder Ghose Bahadur has reinarke 1, should those in, say. 
Northern Bengal not be exempted, and why not th(‘ |us)ph<s of liombay. Madras 
and the Punjab, in vvlrcli provinces then* is a consiilei ai)le pro luetion oC salt V 
As long as the salt tax subsists as an item of taxation, pi-t^bnauit ial f r(*alinen! 
canuot be acconlejd to any particular provinct^ or locality. And again gemoal 
freedom to manufactun^ is open to the objection that the (;oneesslon would 
(certainly be abused — illi(nt practices would soon jirevail — illicit manurieturc 
for sale, illicit sales an 1 the likt^. Government cannot, on th(^S(^ grounds, 
agree to any proposal to permit manufaettun^ duty fiau*. In one din*ction, 
lojwever, a slight relaxatloi] of the existing instructiorjs has Ikhu macic. 
llndiu* old ordtu's Magistrat(‘s were enjoined to texerehst* disen lion in the 
pros(icution (if poor persons for first olfenci^s in the manufacrl uim< of sail for 
domesti<* coiisuiuptiou. GovernmenI have gone a little, furthei- and some 
time ago directiouH were issU()<l to tln^ salt pne'enlivc* t‘stablishmenl to 
ignore, for tlu^ time being nianufacd.ure on a small scab^ foi- ptnsojjal and 
domestie (jonsumption only. lUit wt^ c‘anno^, foi- the rcciSons I lia\'(‘ incn- 
lionetl, agree to tln^ adoption of a general ]U)liey on the lines suggosItMl. 

Govinnjimnit will tluni, as I haxn* said, gi\'e favourable considtnal iori to 
any workable proposals to manufaeturo salt, that may bt^ snl)miltiMl, and art* 
assisting would-bt^ manufacturers in working out tbtn’r jn(q)osals. It is 
iin])i)ssiblt^ ft)r us, however, to accept tht^ polity outlim*d in t.hi^ r-csolution in 
tin* st'cond part of the amendment, VVt* liavt^ gout; some way already to nnn't 
tin* ease of thti very few. Gov(3rnnient art* in tln5 elost'st, touch with I he 
siiiiation and I ht*y are doing all in tlnur powtn* to pi-e\'(‘nl iht* rt*<ni rrtmeti of 
coiuiitions which letl to the looling that lias taktm phme. d1n* posilioii is 
to“day, as the Hon’ble Member himself lias shown, far bcittn* than it was two 
mont hs ago : prica^s have drop, cd, salt stocks art*, bctlio’ and ample supplies 
art^ assured, and I may add that Govtumnnuit an* giving sm'ious <a >nsidt‘rat ion 
to the qut*stion of regulating prices and other moasnrt^s lor j)ie vimt ing Bj)t*,cula- 
livti operations. In the, light of these obstjrvations, t in* Ilon’hle McmlMos will 
probably be willing to witluiraw th(^ resolution and the a!m*ndmcnt. Ihit I 
would again repeat that we cannot aetaqit a projtosal that would allow gtmeral 
manufaeturo of salt without payment of duty.'’ 

Tin* Ilon’ble Bahii Sukendka Nath Rav sairl : — 

Sir, in fact what I had to say in reply to lint llon’hh^ Mr, Carttn ’s spt t^tdi 
has been said by my Hon’blo friend Mr. Provasli (dinnd(*r Mitt(*r, w1h» lias told 
you wliy Government ought to encourage the nmn ufaci iirt* of salt, — I, bat is tin* 
lirst jiart of my r(*Holution — but wliethor Ibe maniifactiini of salt will bo profit- 
able to the peopIiA or nof is no concern <^)f (jr(Wi*,rrjin(*nt. What tin* (ioverii- 
ment ought to do and what I also said in my opening Hpercli is, let i>ot 
Govtirnment interfere with the private partii^s man ufaf*tu ring tlieir own sail. 
On tlie other hand, it is the duty of Govtirnment at a juncture like this to 
encourage the iminufacture of salt. We want salt for tmr own use ; wt* do 
not want to make salt for profiteering. Sir, the Ilon’ble Mr. (Jarttu* has said 
that salt duty is the only tax which the millions of pe,ople of India pay to tin* 
Imperial ICxchequer. That has been the argument not only of Mr. (/arter 
to-day in this Council but that also was the argument of officials in the 
Inif erial Council when this question was discussed in the year 1 905 and 
iigain in the year 1907. They said that it is the only tax which' the millions 
of people of India pay and that they pay no otlier taxes. I can only say this 
fhat the millions of the people of India pay the laud tax and the lain! tax in 
Bulia is a very large amount of Government revenue. Every agriculturist haw 
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[22kd January, 

Mr, Donald: Bobu Surendra Nath Ray ; Dr, Deha Prasad Sarhadhikari ; 

The President, 

to pay for the land he tills tothcj landlord whether the landlord be zamindar or 
thi*> Government, so that it is not a fact that the salt tax is the only tax which 
is paid by tlie millions of India. My Hon'ble friend Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter 
has asked how the loss of revenue was to be recouped. At a critical time like 
tins Government must be prepared to make some sacrifice, and as a matter of 
fact my resolution is a very modest one. It is only this, that to those who 
will manufacture salt for their own use, it may be duty-free. The loss t# 
Government won’t come up to a very large amount after ap. Both the Hon’ble 
Mr. Carter and Mr. Donald said that the conditions have changed and that 
there is now much fresh water in the mouth of the Hay of Bengal and that we 
d(,) not find patches of earth full of saline water now. All I can say is that it is 
news to me that within the last 30 or 40 years the water of the Bay of Bengal 
has lo-it its saline character. At one time salt used to be manufactured in 
very large quantities in Hijli in Midnapore. I have quoted a passage from 
Mr. O’Malley’s b eok which shows that in the year 1776 Mr. Grant reported 
that 85(),()0() maiinds of salt used to bi^ manufactured in that subdivision 
of the Midnapon^ district alone, but we hear now that channels have been 
cut and ther(* is much fresh water there. I really cannot understand why 
w(5 cannot maim fact me salt now so as to make it profitable and paying to the 
pair peoph\ I am v(n*y much thankful and the country will feel thankful to 
the Hon’ble Mr. Don ild for the statement that he has made in this (Council 
that (ioverunumt has already been trying to assist one gentleman of (Miitta- 
gong who is going to manufacture salt. ” 


The Hon’bl(‘ Mu. Donald said : — 
“Three or four gentlemen.’’ 


'Phe Hon’ble Baiui Surkndka Nath Ray continued — 

“ This, 1 say, is a move in tln^ right dirtjction. It is necessary that Govern- 
ment should give j^ublicity and a wider publicity to all that Government 
intend to do in tliis matter. 1 also understand from what the Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald said that there has bc^en some order by Government not to prosecute 
those who will manufacture salt for their own domestic use. That is exactly 
what 1 wanted, that pcx^ir people, may be allowed to manufacture salt for their 
own use and that they may not be prosecuted for it. 1 did not want anything 
more. My resolution does not go so far as my Hon’ble friend Rai Debender 
Ghuiider Ghoso Bahadur’s. I want to say that this is a time when Govern- 
ment ought to do all that they possibly can to help the poor people acfid to give* 
publicity to all their intentions with reference to them. I should like to make 
ones reipi ^st, and that is that Government should give as wide a publicity as 
they can to the order that Government will not prosecute those who will 
manufacture salt for their own use. We are very much thankful to Govern- 
ineiit foi their statement to-day in Council.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Drha Prasad Sarbadiukari said : — 

“ Sir, will not the resolution be divide<l into two parts? There are really 
two resolutions.” 

The Hon’blc Hard Surendra Nath Ray said : — 

‘ I will ask that thotvyo parts of the resolution may be put separately.” 

The Pkesident said : — 

“ Yes, it can be done under rule 22.” 
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Hdi Mahefifl ra (/hundra AJitra Bohadur. 

(Maiist* [i) of tfio rt‘sohition was i lion jnii ainl to. Clauso /V) ol 

flio tioii liHiiiiX , a division was i.aktni wit li i hr following n'snli : — 


A vf’.v — 111 . 

Th* llon’blt' I>i Nilrataii Sarkiir TIk 

liiiku Htojt'fulra KIhIk-i Ha\ C ’liamllnit i. 

Dr. Delia I'raNJui SarluKilnkari, r.i.K ,, 

liiii Doborider Ulunidi*! (ilxise BalimJm. ,, 

Maiilxi Aluil Kasein. 

A. K. mI llaq ,, 

Khan Salnh Amaii Ah 
,, Balm Bliahendra I diand l a ha_\ . 

.\kli il ( 'handr.i I >at la 
Ihii .Maficndra (.'liandra Milra Baliadin. 

Balm Siiiciidra Nath Ihiy 

Malieiidra Xatii IhiN, •' l.l 
.. Ml K. B. J>nit. 

Bahii Ki'-hnii Mohan Chandhnn. 


— 2iK 

Ilon'hh Mi J 1i ( itimmn^, ( '^,i , r.l.K. 

. ' .1 st(»\ Momr. ■ \ .n 

.) I! Kmi. - s < i.F. 

.1. Donald. < I »•. 

B S S O Mall.'S 

,, r \ \ 

Lf 't'olonel \\ .) Btii hanaii, i .i h. , 

i.M - 

Ml 1’ 11 Biiiii>as 

, W (' WnrBvvoitii 

t ‘ I’ayiK' 

1! B. il I’. niton 

li.ii Bri\a Nath Miikli.n )i I ».ih.idtii , i s o. 
, Ml ). Maokcn/.ii' 

W. 11. II. Anion- A ood, > .i K 
B (ilrni. 

, lh \ Di . ( J . How idls. 

, Ml V W ( 'ai tei . *' 1.1'. 

Sir A. Birkiiivie, Kt 
Mi K. B Bdrn. 

1 1 B A. Il win 


’rii(‘ followiiiix nirnilxn* ahstainrd from N’ot iim’ : — 
Tlio Hon 1>I(‘ Mr. Provasli hdi unthn* Mil tor. 


Tlio followinii' inoinlx'rs mxmx' alistnil : — 

'riio Ilon hlt^ Sir llonry Wlnx-lor. K.o.i.i:.. c.s.i. 

Mr. l\ fh P. tilhlxMls. K.(. 

Tin' Nawah Pahadur <>1 Mnrshidahad. 

Sir Paihnidra Naili Mookorjoo, K.c.i.i,. 

M r. Aniinu r llalinian. 

Ifa ja 1 1 rishik<‘sh I^aha, 

'riin Maliarajadhiraja lialiadni ol Ihirdwan 
Ixiiinar Shil> Shok lianas war l\ay. 

Mr. A run (diandra Sini;*hu. 

Kai liadlia ( 'haran Pal Paliadin. 

M f. Iv A Martin. 

l)r. Alxhd la-al-Mainun Sii lii’a wa i d \’. 

Ml’. M. Ashraf Ali Khan (Jha in 1 h ii ri . 

„ Altaf Ali. 

liai Sri Nat h Kay l»ahadnr. 
l>abii Ainhika (Jharan ^lazniiniar. 

riio Ai/rs IxMBi^ 11 and tin* Nftrs 2(k t ho motion was 


List of Business — Item No. 17. 

Hond»](* Kai Mahkvdba (’ha.ndb'S .Mmi:'\ Kmiadi i: movrd t ho 
lollnwiiik!!’ r(‘'<olnt)on : — 

ddiis Council rocon iimmd s to t hr Covrrnor m < ouinoJ that a rra n^mnr n t s 
hr Iliad for tilt' casli sale o( jiuhlicat lon^> ol ih<‘ t a'* * i‘n incut ol l>on|^ul ai ilu' 
Sf'cirtariat Kook PopdI., ('alculta. 

llo sai 1 : — 

“ Sir, I do nok wish t.(» hurdon ihr (^>uncJl with too many details, a^ lie 
‘‘o'^olut.ion sjiraks for itself. ddn* <*.\ao! position may ho roali/.rd, d I rmuld 
Birntioii one or two facts in this ooniicction. 

Pornnn'Iy all (iovrrnmoni pnhlioations wore availaldr at tic* Primal 
S‘'rrelariat i>ot‘k l)e]>dt. Tfir customer liad to^ot(»th(* depot and apj)!/' lot 
Pie hook ho wanttai. A chit was ^rivon to him with which he had to to 
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liitt Dehpndpr ilkunder (whosp Bahadur: Mr. Donald, 

anot Ijci* officr al 1 hr ot her (mkI oT the same huildii)^ lo drposii inonry rdi(M*(* 
and briii^ a irc(‘ipt, on prodiirtion of Avliieh tljr hook was (hdivenHl to him. 
ddiis, ol coiirsi*. nnaant a littdr (hday, Imt, t.h(‘ i rim*dy lias beam vvors(‘ than l In^ 
disease. Now. in most eaH(‘s, the airents foi’ the sah‘ of (iovernimmi 
pLiblieations do not can* to i-ephmish t heir stock, with thi‘ r(^Knlt, that the 
intendin^^ purchaser lias, in tdn* iirst instance, to go to tln^ d(‘I)bt to inspect 
idle book and then locom(‘ to one ol the accents to book his order. ddn* dejiAt 
])eopl(‘ natiiiall^ feel ehaiw to allow ins]>ec*1 ion, as sinei^ Ihld, they have 
stopped the cash srd«* ol books t.o eustoinei’s dii'cet. having a])pomt 4 'd sevtM'al 
agents in ( adeut.ta, allowing them a commission of .‘bdj pto* (*(‘nt. on tln^ sale- 
prie(‘ ol books. \\ lien the agent has not got, the book in stock, he ginun’ally 
acc(‘pts the ]'i‘iC(* and wiit»(“s out an (>r<jei on tin* ])rinted loiaii (>1 his linn and 
hands ova i tin* same to the <‘ust.onier who has again lo run to tlie depot- and 
take deli\eiy ol tln^ book tlnne, on lx hall o| the agent. It- is true, in some 
eases, the agents send thmr own iiH'ssenge)* to the book <h‘pbt to get tin* 
books, but I Ins th(‘y hardly ean‘ to do in eases where tin* valm^ of 1 lu‘ books 
ordei’ed i small. d h(‘ ineonviuin'iica* of the eustonno's may la* bt‘tler 
imagined than deserilMxl. Jn tin* offic<‘ (.| iln* Sii])erint(‘nd('n t of India 
( ioY(‘rnm(‘nt PubI ieal ions, Hastings Sire^t, Oaleulta, books are sold direei \(> 
tin* eustonno's on j)a\mt*nt of the prieo without an\ delay. Inspection (f 
books is freely allowed then*. 'I’ll IS system, il lollowed b\ tlie t I ( i\a‘i'n nit n I 
ol licngal. ANould result in tln^ I'cinowal ol an jneon\(‘n leiieo fi'oin w!ii' Ii 
])m<diasers of pii 1 *1 leal ion s of t.his ( b )\-e i n nient sufftn* at i»reM*nl. 1. tliefebnc. 
hop,' that my losobilnm may be aeeejit.ixl by the ('oiineil 


ddi(' lion l>h‘ Uai J>i:Hi.M>ri: (dli ndki; (lliosi. Pam.mh i; said : — 

‘'Sir, 1 am sonn*whal surj)ris«‘d that suidi a trivial matlei should bo 

bi’oiight Ix'lori* this (hjiimdl by my lloibbh' fru'iid. My llon'bh^ Iriend 
eom])lains ol the pn*^.en^ systmn by which one is oblig(‘d t(> get his booi^ 

supplied as regards (foveiaiment |)ublieal ions fi-om one o| t In > book sol lei s ,>1 
tdn' town and he considers that it- is moi*,‘ eon\,>nient to g(‘i ihesi' things from 
tin* Ih'Ugal Secri't ai'iat. l>ook l>t*j)bl. I ha))i)C*ii to ht* a resid.mt oi ('alciiti.i 
whih* my lion bit* Iriend eoiin*s from lIooghl\\ Proba l.ly In- . 1 ,.,- s not mind 
the iiieoii \’(‘nienc(' whndi a messtuiger fiom Hooghly is pul to in gettinga book 
Irom the S(‘eretariat P)Ook Hepbt umh*!’ tin* conditions of loi’iinu* days. Sjx'ak- 
ing foi’ mys(*ll I t-hinktln* |)res(*nt system und(*r which Messrs. Tiiacker, 

Spink tV' tb)., Newman A ( o. and (\ambray \ ( bv an* ])(‘i‘mit-t,(*d to sell these 

])ubli('at ions is most eon\('nn‘nt to the public. Pn*sid(‘s t In'v an* very oiiliging 
in S(*rving t ht'ir eust-oiners, inoiethan a Ci (>vt*rnnn *n t oflici* is (‘\p(‘ct(*d to be. 
^ oil haN(* only lo send a h*tt('r to oin* ol these sho])s and you gi*t your 

book as soon as possil)b*. Ih'obably they will st'inl il by ])ost to floog hly. 
II you write t,o I Inmi lor a book on inspection t hey will send it loyou and if 
you do not, like to buy it you can n'turn it. 1 , tlnnad'ore. op|)os(‘ the 
ri^solut ion. ” 


Tin' Hon bb' Mu. Honald said : — 

“Sir, tin* j)n‘sc*nt arrangement Was tin* n*sult of action takt*n on a 
<*omplaint madt* some y(*ai-s ago that to pay for a book pun hasinl in the Hook 
l)(‘pbt om* had t o go to t in* ot her mnl of Writers' Puildings. ddiat complaint 
was considi'red ami tin* arrangement which now I'xisls was adopted. It is 
not howc'vt'i’ a satisfactory arranginnent and as t in^ Hon’ble movi*r has said 
the remedy is almost worse than the disease. ^\ e an* prepar(*d again to 
make ariaingi'inents for sah> at the Book Hepot and (iovernment will acc(‘pt 
the Hon’ble Member’s resolution.” 

The motion was pur and agreed to. 
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A(i)(mrninc)}t. 

List Of Business — Item No. 18. 

Tlu^ following rrsoliil i< >11 stocxl in t lu* naninorili(‘ IIon'l»l(' I^aI Maii I'.NhirA 
^iiandka Mitica Mahadt'k : — 

I'his ('onnril i*(‘C‘oinnu‘n<ls lo 1 lu‘ (iovin-noi m i liai .sl(‘|)s lx- laLrii 

() rtniKKlnl fin* slnicu' in i lu' I )ani(>(lar L'l’l t‘inl lanknunii on I lir wc'storn Oordt'i- 
)[ inaiiza (iazij)o]'(‘ in thana Amia, in tlio districl o| llowiali. by wKhniniiJ!. llio 
azr tilt* rxistin^T nairow voiit and l( >\\ (‘i*in^ t lio llooi* ol l lu* said slui(*t‘ N\itli 
I viow (.() di*ainiii^ out. tin* stagnant rain-waUn* iVoin tlio paddy iii'lds and 
-iTVontini^ any ruialior dainago tollir wiiitt*!* ri(*(‘(‘i()j) ol' mauzas Sonaniiiklii 
ind Ciazipoia*. 

lo said ; — 

“Sir, may I ask Foi' tin* posi ponoiinm i ol tins laxsolniion lor discussion at 
iir next mct'tinu y ddu‘ reason is lliat it is already late and eonstxiuent ly il 
his vi(‘\v IS ae(*(‘pl a l>le to \'on. Sir. I request \''»n to poslpont* it 

Th e rt‘sojntion was then, h\' l(‘a\e ol tl.e Pi<‘sident. p()s1])on(al till t he 
le \ I ni(M‘T mg of t in* ( 'onnei 1 . 

List of Business — item No. 19. 

ddi(‘ lolh-wing resolution stood in the naim* ol the Ilon’hh* Mr. IliwiN : — 

dins (Jon lied ta*comiiu'nds t o t 1 m' ( Jo^ ei nor in ( J >11110 1 that — 

[^i) tlu' teaching ol Hygi<‘ne and Sanitation hy duly (pialiHed ti'acdiers 
he iiiadi* conijinlsory in all Static aid(*d schools, both tor boys and 
gi rls. in tin* Pr( »\’ in<‘« * ; 

(//; flj(‘S(> subjects lx* included as compulsory siibiects loi the Pni\'<'r- 
sity Matriculation k.xann nation ; and 
( /// ' ])io\jsion loi tin* ab<)\'e be made in tin* next, Piidget. 

lie said 

“ Sii', tin* resolnlion uliK'li stands m 1113' name is. ! know. e()nsidered ol 
\a'r\ great ini] lortanci* to the peop|e-ol tins count iw by many members ol t ins 
t 'oinic*il ami it. is (juitc e\ nh*nl that at the j)resenl hour and in the ))i-eS(‘nt 
sLite ( )[' tin* lloUS(‘ it is hopeless to (‘Xpect a gaMwl <lebate Upon U . 1 would, 
ilieielore. ]'e({nest. your jieriiiission to post pom^ it imtil the iii*xt (’<>nneil 
liM et mg. 

The I’esolutioii was then, by lea\'e ( >1 the Ih'esideiil. postj>oncd till the 
next nn‘et,ing of the t'onnol. 


Adjournment. 

d'lie (h)Uncil was then ad journed to d’m‘sday. the 1 '.M h kebruary, P.)lH, at 
II A.M.. at (lovoaiinent Iloust*. ( \ih*utta. 

A. M. llPIdMllSON, 

Sec re t <i r tj to i/ir ( i ovc r ntnf lit o/ JietHjol tttel 
Serretarff /o the Hcmfol LctfisJ at ivc ('ounrH 

(.’alo: r'l A, 

Tkc ^nd Fchnia rt/ ^ VJlS, 


S. PreH8~-lN2.i9l8~2998J— 350— R. F. 8 l ottinrs. 




Ahstract oj ilic Proceed of the Betojul LcijiM at ire PauncH (issnuhled under 
the firovisiojis of the (iovernnirnt oi Indio Act, Pdio, 


1’hk ('Oiincil inel in iln^ (M>iincil (M»ainl>rral < * uv»'rn inonl H < msr, ( 'alcui j a , 
on Tui'sday, »lio IDtli F('l)niarv, IIMS, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His 1v\( ( I lency ^ In* Hinrlit Hon hir Law icknoi John Hi noa!-, 

<»!' I\ON A LDsn A V, , (ioveruor (tf tin' P resole n(' tf if/ port 

1 1 ill in HI in Jieto/al , joeso! imj. 

Hon’hio Sik IIkni:v W'ii hiOLi-a:, k < . i. k., < .n. i., \'ie( - President . 

'riio 1 Ion’l»l(> SiK SAr>KNI>KA l*h’\^A.\NA SiMIA, K I . 

'l1io Hon’l^lo Mn. A. (i. ('i MMiNa;, ( m.k 

'riio Ilofl’Ulo Mk. J. S IKV KNSoN-MooK L, C.V.o. 

Tlh' llon’hlo Mh’. J, H. Kkkk, ( .s.i., ( m.k. 

J’ln> II on’l)lr Mlv*. J. DoNALh, ( M.K. 

lion I>Io iMk. L. S. S. (I’Mallkv. 
rin‘ Hon l»lo M li. F, A. A. (><»w lky. 

'Flio II on lilc 'oi.oNKi^ Hr< iiANAN, c.i.k., i.m.s 

I'll. H olThlo M K. i). H . l>oM I’AS. 

1'ho Ilon’hlc^ Mk. W, ( ’. \\ (>Kn>w ok'hi. 

'rii<‘ Hon ’Iilo M K. (J. Paynk. 

File llon’blo M li. F, P. H. Pan ION. 

Fho, IPm’hlo PaI PlMYA NaTM MiIKIIAKJI pAMAOrK, j.j^.o 
T\ir il on’l>l(' kSiK Kajkndka Napii Mookkkmkk, k.» .i.k. 

'Fhc llon’ble Dk. Nilkatan Sakkai:. 

'J'lio Uon’ble Mk. ,I. Mackenzie, 

The Uon’ble Mk. W. H. H. Akden-W otn), < i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mk. Aminuk Kahman. 
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[lOni February, 

Tho IIon’l)lo Raja IIrihhikehh Laha, c.i.k. 

Thv Rev. Dr. G. IIowellh. 

Tho Hon’hlfi Mr. Provakh Ciiunder Mittek. 

'J'h(‘ Hon’bb' Sir 1>i.iay Ghand Mahiab, k.u.k.i., k.u.i.e,, i.o.m. 

Maharaj.irlliiraja JJahadur of ]>ui*(l\van. 

Tho Ilon’l)k^ Kumar Siiib Shekiiareswak 1\ay. 

I'ho Hon’hlo. l>A!tu Rro.iendra Kishoi; Kay Giiaudhuri. 

Tlio Hon’hlr Mr. Akun (hiANURA Sinuha. 

1'h(' lloti’hh' Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadii i k ari, c.i.e. 

Tho lloii’hio Rai Debender (Judnder* Ghose Bahadur. 

Th(' H ob’IjIo Bai Radha (hiARAN l^AE Hahadur. 

Tho Hou’hlo Mr. V. W. (Urfer, ( M.e. 

Tlu^ Ilorrhh' Mr. F. H. Kden. 

T[h' Hoii’l)l(* Mr. K. a. Martin. 

riu' lloii’hlo Mr. H. R. a. Irwin. 

'I'ho Hori’hio Dr. Abdu lea-ai -M amun Suhrawardy. 

'Pho II on’I'lc Maui, VI Aiun, Kaskm. 

Tlic ]I M li. M. Asiikak Ai.i Khan rnAUi'iniui. 

Th(. I! on’lili' Maui, VI A. K. Ka/,i.-iii,-H A t^. 

'I’lio H Oil l)lo Khan Sahib Aman Aei. 

'Vhv Hou hlo Babu Bhabkndra I'handra Bay. 

Hon’hlo Mr. Ai/iae Aei. 

Tho Iloii’hio Babu Akhie (hiANDRA ]>Air\. 

Tho Iloii’hio Rai Mahkndka ('handra Muika Bahaiiur* 

Tlio Hon’tilo 15 abu Surendra Nath Bay. 

Tho Hc3n’l>lo Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c\i.e. 

Tho llonlblo Babu Keshoki Mohan Chaudhure 


The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazuwdar. 
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LIST OP BUSINESS— ITEM No. I. 

STARRED QUESTION. 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitha Bahadur — 

*1. (a) Are the GoveriiiiuHit aware of the fa(*t that the (ioxeinor of 

Bombay in Council has decided to create a Controllerslii[> of piiies and has 
af)|)ointed tlie Hon’blt' Mr. 1'. K. ('adelb (M.k , to tiu' |K»st ^ 

(fi) Are the (government considerini^ tlie desiiability of a))|>ointin^ a 
( Ontroller of prices in this Province at an early dale ^ 

Answer by the Mon'ble Mr Donald : 

" (a) Yes. 

(h) Government are not as yet conviiK t il of tht‘ irm d of such an appomi 
ment in Bengal at the moment, but will guided l»y the development of th 
situation.’' 

lU the Hon'lile Raj Mahendha Chandra Mitra Bahadur : 

* *2. ((f) Are the Government aware of tlu‘ fact that the Commissioner 

Ml Sind has appointc^d a committee with the Coll(‘Ctor of Karachi as 
( hairman to investigate the cjuestion of the rise in hoiist‘ rents in Karachi { 

(h) Are thc‘ (joveunment considering the d(^sira)>i lity of appointing a 
committex^ of ofhcaals and non-ollic ials to incjuire how far rents of existing 
Iniildings in (’alciitta have* been inc rtsised, and also to report wlic^thc r ac tnm 
is necc'ssary to c*ontic)l suc*li increast's f 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. Donald : — 

‘‘ (d) (Tovernment have* no information on the siibic‘ct, though lh(‘y an* 
await* that the question has been mcK>ted as r<*gards Bombay. 

(h) Government arc* already in possession of information on the subjc*ct 
Statistic’S of house rents w(*rc* cxdlectc^d by thc^ Pric‘c‘s En(|uiry C'ommittee 1 rom 
1890 tx) 1912. These have been brought up to date* with tla* assistance of 
I^K’al authorities, both official and non-official, and the variation during the* 
war has been below 10 per c*ent. As at present advis€*d, tiovernrnent. doubt 
whc'ther a case for (‘ontrol has bc*en established.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 3. (a) Are the Government aware* of the faxt that in 1840 it was 

<iec‘ided that Government were liable for kc^eping ufi the river ht/vf/s of 
l>aigana Mangalghat and that the Collector was ordered to refund Rs. 10,952 
^^liich had been levied from the zamindars c)n this account with interest at 
per cent. ? 

(h) Is it a fact that a marked improvement was observable by 1845, and 
that no fewer than 89 masonry sluices had been c*onstructed in lieu of the c uts 
b'i nierly made by the raiyats ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

{(i) and (b) The Hon’ble Member is referring to a period of more than 
sixty years ago. If he will furnish Government with the material on the 
basis of which he has framed the question. Government will be prepared to 
<^xxamine the matter.” 


I'l U t‘H ioj 

iCt'ur.il. 


I net i*aH**tl 

li'Misc-ri'ii 
1 'alfiiltu 


Kivci Knr 
[tiirf'unn 

M iirj^al^l 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

*4. Will the Ciovernmeiit l>e pleased to state the amount of nir 
aeliially spent np to .laniiary, 1918, out of the grant of Rs. 2^ lakh 
provided in this year’s Budget, for mitigating the effects of HcKtds in 
l^>urdwan Division, and the details of the works done duiing the month 
December and daniiary last ^ 


. Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ The detailed value of the works done on the sanctioned }>ioje(.*1s 
mitigating the effects of floods in the Bnidwan Division up to th ^ 30t}i Ji 
<uy, 1918, has been Rs. 72,319, of whii*h sum Rs 57,990 have actually I 
(‘X pended in cash. 

The works dom* during the months of December and January last I 
h(‘en on the following projects • — 

('/) The ( imstriuaion of a retired line in the first mile f>f the I 
Khal le ft embankment and the impiovenuuit of tlie abaink 
eiribankment. 

(//) The improvement of the Oesajiati Khal. 

(///) Tlie construction of a retiied line on the Ajai (unhankiiicfit 
Gaiirangapur and Damoodarpur. 

(rr) The raising of the Ajai embankments. 

(r) The laising of the Damoodar (mibanknumts ” 

By the Tlon'lde Rai Mahendra Chandha Mitka Bahaduk : — 

"^5. (n) Are tlu^ (Jovernnumt awar(‘ that text books for the t 

and oth('r lower (‘lass(‘s of high iuiglish scIum>1s, piiblisluHl by Mc^ssis. ]\ 
milhin cV Co., and print(‘d a yi^ai* ago in (hilcutta and Bonil)ay, are In 
sohl at an enhanced I’ate of 25 pm* c*ent. alK>ve the pric(‘ mark(‘d on the c(» 
of these lKX)ks ( 

(h) Will the (lovernment he pleased to la\ on tlie table a copy of 
(lovtM’nmc'Tit order, if any, on the subjtn’t of sidling text lM)()ks at an incuei 
prit*e ( 

Ans\\er le the Hon’hle Mu O’Mallea" : — 

‘‘ {(i) Orders have lH*en issued by the Department of Pu})lic Tiistrini 
to tlu' S(‘cretaries of the Tt‘Xt Book Committees at Calcutta and Dac'ca 
allow a nuisonabh' increase in tlu' prices of text l)ooks on tlie a))proved 1 
on aciHuint of the rise in the price of jiajier and ])rinting material. 
Senretarv of the Dacca Text Book Committee has issued a (drcular fixin 
maximum increase of 25 per c<*nt. in the price of text books for East 
Bengal. \o general order of this kind has benm issued for WesUnai Ben: 
but certain cases have been considered and permission to raise the pr 
granted. 

{b) ddiere is no s\ich Government order.” 

Hy tin* Hon’hir Uai MAHENoiiA Chandka Mitka BAHAnri: : — 

HI (a) Is it a fact that Dr. Bankim Chandra Ganguli, attached to 
Pilgrim Hospital, Kharagfiore, Bengal-Nagpur Railway, has instituted a j 
in the Sadar Sulnli visional Magistrate's Court, Midnapore, against the Stat 
Master of Kharagpore and one Mr Hunter, a guard of the Howrah F 
passenger train ? 
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(b) Will the Government he pleased to state wliether this case has Ixxm 
finally decided ? 

(c) If so, will the Government he pleased to lay on tlie lah](‘ a copy of 
the full history of the case, together with the jiidgiiunt of the trying 
Magistrate ? 


Answer by the llon'hlt* 1\1 h. Kfhk ; — 

(a) Dr. Bankini (diandra (iangnli hle<l a eom}>laint on th(‘ lolh daniiarv 
alleging that he had h(vn assaulted by the persons nanuMl in thc^ (jinvslion anil 
by another person, mime iinknowai. 

(?)) Th(^ Snbdivisional Olheer summoiKM) the pen-sons nameal in the* 
(jiiestion for the Isl I'eijriiary. On that dale t ht‘ eompla inant filed a p(-tiljon 
stating that the- euise liad benm compromised and t hat he did not w isli to proceMMl 
with it. The Snbdivisional Ollice-r theMe-npon disi harged t h(‘ accnstMl. 

(r) A co))y of tlie statement made* by t he eompla i nant on the Ihth .laniiaiw 
and <d‘ the* order she-eM of tlu‘ case- is laid on tin- tabh^ ’ 


t^opy of (>Tih‘r sJiert imd sta frn/rnf referred to in the (tns/rer h)/ thr I Ion in. i. 

to (^hiesfio)t ?i(K ('* isforred) ns/red hij the IIon’hij-: Ibvi Maiii.muca 
( btANOiiA l\lrii:A Uaiiaimii; ot the Me<‘tltojoj' the lUfh I'ehmory. 

IfUS. 


OflDFli StTEtyr FOR .\fA(;]STRA'rFS» HK(’(>iniS. 

I ) IS rmc'i M ION \ roi; k. 

In 'IMF Foukt of J’>\iic ,1. N. Rov, Sirnni v isn ►n a i. ]\I Acis'ra atf, Mij>nai*oi:f 

N(c 1 7n <>f 1 IM S. 

J^tnihun ftcnid rd ti (DHjiymdlnja \orriii 8 M), (initd and Mr. H outre. 


S»*rial No. 
(•f ur<k*r. 


1 )ate. 


Orarr. 


Si^mal ij r c*. 


1 


laili Jan liar 3 N 1 Jl <S 


SuiiiTiiouH Air. (iuild ainl Air. ]luhli*r- 
under seelions Med and JOl, Indian 
l*enal (’ode, for the Iril Fehruarv, 
IJIS. 


Ist FtduMiary, ] S 


Accused al>Heii(. (Joni|»laiijant with- 
draws his caHc. AeeuHe<i dischari^'- 
e<i umler Heetion ('rfininal 

FriKjedure ( ’od<‘. Killer frueiimler 
HeeiioiiH and fiOt, Iinlian Renal 
( 'ode. 


J. I>anarji. 


. 1 . N. itoy. 


( llANDKA (jANCiCJa, ol K hai'ai^’jioit* (on solemn atiirinatioii ) states: I 

‘oiiipljiiQ against (1) Station A1 aster of K haragpoie, AIi. fie i It, (li) (iiiaid Air. Hunt«*i, 
•Old (•>) one unknow n Kuropean passenger whose name I do not know. Yeslerdav at ahout 
mid-day, I was going to Jakjiur hy R-dow n l*ini jiassenger y-uin. J had tlijrd (dass 
a ket iVo. 7745, dated the 14th Jaiiuarv, RRH, witii me and I got into a third class com 
partinent. There wa.s a Kuropean jiassenger in the compartment wlio readily ordiucd 
nut of tliat roinpartiiient . I told him that I would g-o imly a few miles ami 
ait there could not he any ohjeetion to my travelling im that ernn part rneiit . d'lie 
I still persisted in asking me get out oR the i cimjiartment . Then 

out him that if lie objected to my jire.seiiee lie could g-o hi some other cfunjiai t merit. 
t-^ei \ ed for Kuropeans. Then h«» said that the coiufrartment in whiidi lie w a.s 
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siitiijg WHS reserved for Eumpeaiis. 1 t>ald him that there was no label or anything 
statin^^* timt tfie eompartinent was reserved for Euroj)eans. Then he told me to ask th( 
Stati(Hi Master. I fold him to ask Station Master. Then he brou^dit the Statioi 
Master and the (xuard alonp* with liim. Tli(\v oi’dtoed me readily to R*et out of tin 
eonijiartmeiit, nsin^ insiiltinj^ lan^ua^^e. When 1 tf)ld tliem that tliere was no label 
tln*y told me that their order was siiffieient. Then tl»ey directed the ticket -colleotf>r t< 
attach a label (Europeans) to the coni])arl nient . The label “Europeans” was thei 
attached. Then the Station Mast(*r and tin* Ouaial enteied into the com])artment. Tin 
Station Mijster and the (hiard aj^ain used insult in^»- lan^Mia^n\ saying that 1 deser\a*d t< 
be tieat<‘d like cats and do/^s. Then they jnilled me out oi the cOmj>artment and 1 
could not tia\el by that train. Then ] intoimed tin* niatt(‘r to the fjovernment Tfailwa\ 
Police and I w as d irect(*d to coinjilaifi liere. T atn a Sub- Assist ant Sur^rtMnj at Khara^»^ 
por(‘ undeT (iovernnn‘nt . 1'he ti natal ])laced his hand on me under the Station Master’; 
ordeis \\ ln*u he juilled me out ol the compartment. The Euroj)ean passen^^er also goi 
into the train fiauii K haragp-ort*. 1 was going to dalqnir to see a ]>atient. 


(Sd.) J. N. Panehjkf, 
Tyefat i }f Moff isi rale. 
The loili J mmary , /ft IS. 

(Sd.) Pan KIM ('ll. (i \N(;o]*Amn A. 


Ily llir lloiThb* I{ai Al'MlKNhUA t'lIANDKA Mll'KA l>AHAI)i:i: : 

^7. {a) Will the (l(>v(‘rmneni lu' ])l(‘;ise(l to state tlu' reason why two 

rustic women, hotli of wliom are named Sindhuhala, one a resident of villa^t 
Sal)aji>or(‘ and oilier an inhabitant oi* Bihar, within th(‘ iurisdielion ol 
thana Indas, in the district of Banknra, wck' arrested hy tlu* Superintenden 
of Police, Tiard^ura ? 

(h) Will tlu‘ ( JovtuaniKUil he plea.stnl to state lln‘ a^t* and tln^ eonditioi 
oV health at the time of aiUH^st, and also tht^ tinu^ ol* arrest, of thes< 
wonum 

(r) Is it a fact that one of the wonaui in (jti<\slion was prejj^nant? 

(d) Ts it a fact that Sindliuhala had to take her (hild, a;^*ed 18 rnonthi^ 
nith h(‘r on her way to the thana ainl other ))Iae(\s and was ])nt to all sort 
ol' ineon^ enienee ? 

(r) Will the (Jovernmeni he pl(\‘ised to state the name, full address am 
oeeiipatioii of the hushands of thesi^ women ? 


Answer hy the TloiThle Mh. Kkkh : — 

“ The Tlon’hle Memlx'r is referred to the commvnique is'^ued by th 
t lovernment on the subject 

Ry the llon’hle Babu Sttrknora Nath R.\y : — 

*8. (a) Is it a fact that there has been of late a decrease in tlie numhe 

of ])upils in the Ilastinjjjs House School 

(/>) If so, to what is this decTcase due? 

(r) Have the Government received any comj^laint that the school has nc 
heen ellieiently manatTjed of late? 

Answer hy the HonTde Mr. O'Malley ; — 

{(i) No. The number now on the rolls is the same as in February, 19li 
(r) Goviunment liave not received any formal complaint.” 
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Bv^ the Hon’blo Baku Surkndka Nath Ray : — 

*9. (a) Will the (joveriiiiietil be pleased 10 st.ile (be mmilH'r (tf eoxe M. lui.. ,.i ii„ 

iiantcd nieinl)ers of the Indian (Mvil Serviie wlio \veiH> in chaise ol' siiiMli\i stv.'! n' ' 
dons in the Benj^al Presideney in . January. 1914, and in danuarv. 19IS'‘ "1' 

HIIIhIi V IHUMl'*. 

(b) What was the total aiuoiiiit ot* monthly salary paid to tlumi in Itn i 
\ud in 1918 ? 

(r) Whal w\as the total amount paid as salary to Snl>di\ isional Othems m 
Jahaury, 1914, and in January 19IS ? 


Answer by th(‘ lloii’hle Mi;. Ki*:hh 
‘ (a) January 1914 — 18. 

January 1918 — 7. 

{b) January 1914 — Ks. 12, IKJ 5 1 
January 1918 — I?s. r>,‘.U>tMO 8 

(r) January 191 I — Rs. 34,983-5-4. 

January 1918— Rs. 37,1 19 10 8. 

Since 1914, 13 new subdi vi -:ional charj^<\s have' 1)('(‘U ( r('al(*d, twt'lvt' 

t(‘ing Sadar subdivisions. The p^^y drawn in lanuary 1918 by the' oflicers 
iK'lding charge of* the 71 subdivisit ns which were in t‘xist(‘nce in ,Ianiiar\ 
191 1 amounted to Rs. 31,750 


By the llonlde Baiui Siiukni)R\ Nath Uw — 

"^10. ((/) Will the ( j1o\ (uaiimmt b(‘ pl(‘ascd to s(al(‘ IIm' immlM r ot 

.Assistant Ma<^ist rates ami »Toint Ma,tj;’ist rat.<*s aciua Ily uorkini’ as such in 
January, 1914, and the numln'i* in January, 19IS ^ Map;iNl I dlru 

{!>) What was the total amount paid as salai’v to them m Januaiy, 191 1, 
and to those who were fillinj^ their posts in January, 1918? 

Aiiswer by th<‘ llon'bk' Mr. Krrr : — 

‘ (ff) January 1914 — 47. 

January 1918 — 14. 

(b) Of the 47 oflicers, wlio w('r(‘ cmploy(‘d in January 1914, 17 weic 
Assistant Magistrates of less than twf) years' s'M\ice u ho wen' und(‘r train 
ing. Their ])ay amounted to l^s. 7,150. flnly ^ix oflicers of this class wc'n* 
♦anployed in January 1918. Tlreir pay amount(Ml to Rs. 2,700. Tn January 
1914, 18 Joint and Assistant Magistrates a(M'c employed as Suhdi\ isional 
f9h(‘ers. Their pav amounted to Rs. 12,183-5-4 JJie pay drawn by tin' 
ofbccr’i holding charge of the sani(‘ 18 -subdivisions in January 19ls was 
Hs. 9,450 Twelve oflicers were emploved in January 1914 as tloir t and 
^^sistant Alagistrates at district headquarters. Their pay amounUMl tx) 

Hs. 9.500 In January 1918, only < ne Joint Magistrat<' was employed at 
district head(juarters. His pay was Rs. 760-10 8. TIh' ]>ay drawn hv th * 
senior Deputy Magistrates in the other eleven districts in which Joint 
Magistrates were employed in 1914 was Rs. 0,800. ' 


The Hon'ble Batui Sukendra Natji Ray : — 

^ 11 . (a) Will till' ( Jover iniRUit Ik‘ pleasi^d to state tlie number' ot AhhiHjani 
AssisJ^int Su peril! teir dents of Police in January, 1914, and tlr nnmoer ot 
'^och officers in January, 1918 ? 

What w^as the amount spent on their salary in January, 1914, and 
in January, 1918 ? 
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(c) if the jjuTnl)er of such officx^rs was less in 1918, will the Government 
l)(' pleased tx) state by wlioin their’ places ari^ now filled up? 

{(/) Wliat was the total amount pai<l to those who were filling the plaee.>> 
of Assistant Superintendents of Police in January, 1918? 

Answer by the Jlon’ble Mu. Kruu : — 

“ {a) January 1914 — 26. 

January 1918—9. 

(b) January 1914 — Rs 10.690 
.lanuary 1918 — Rs. 1,300. 

(r) By olliedating Deputy Sujxu’inteiidc'nl.s ot‘ Polictr 

(d) Us. 4,250. 


J4a‘se hgLiixs jneludt‘ ordy oflieers aitnally iun}>loyed as Assist nt Su|>er- 
intendenis, and do not nrelude oHieers on l('avt‘ or deputation or oflieiating 
in liiglu i’ appointments ” 


By tli(‘ llon’bh' iiAiu) Si kknoua Nm’ji Rw ; — 

=^12. {(t) Will the GovernnKTit b(‘ i)leas(Ml to -late the nunilier oi 

eonstablt‘s in the Gahaitla INdiee aJid in th(‘ Bengal Foliec'^ 

(/>) What is the number of Bengalis serving as constable's cither 
in th(' Galeutta Police or in the Bengal Poliei'? 

(e) lla\(‘ tlu‘ Govt'rnnu'nt ev<*r‘ tric'd to c'nlist more Bengalis as 
constables ? 

{d) If so, with what rc'sult? 

(A) If not, why not? 


Answei* l>y tiu' Hon ble Mt<. Ki.kr : — 


‘ (a) 111 the (’nleutta Police. :i,7H4; in tlie B<'no;,l I’olicc, 17, (MR 
(h) Sixty seven in the ('aleutta Police, and G,t»45 in the Bengal Police 


(r) Yes. 


(<'/) Recruiting partie.s have been sent oni into Bengal districts ^*y 
t'alcuttu Police, on various occasions, hnt have met v\ith 'ittle success. Only 
18 men were recruited last year, and Hi of these absconded within a montli 
(d 1 cing posted to the Poliee'Training School. 


In the Bengal Police special efforts have been made during the last lew 
V('ars to obtain Bengali constables, and a fair measure of success has bee i 
achieved though the Ins]>eetor-(leiH'ral would he glad U^ recruit many moie 
men of this class The numlier enlisted during the last three years is as 

follow s ; — 


l‘H5 

l‘tl6 

11)17 


1,125 

1,318 

1,(>08 


'he Hon’hle M('ml»er is rtderred to paragraph 8 of tlie Poli«' Admfni.- 
ration Report for the year 191(1 and U> jiaragraph 4 ot the (oiveinraeut 
tesolution thereon where this subject was discussed;- 
(e) Does not arise.” "" * 
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n’ble Babu ^urendra Nath Ray : — 

(a) Are the Government aware that the removal of tlie Bengali rri>|H>HeJ romoval 
Secretariat Press to Gopalnagore Road in Chetla will seriously inconve-l^’*^ 
pience 99 per cent, of the employes who live with their families iii NortluMn|*‘*^’'^' 
^Calcutta and in the Howrah and HcK>ghly districts? 

{b) Are the Government considering the desirability of selecting a more 
suitable site for the pro}X)sed new^ Press building ? 

(c) Have the Government considered the advisability of postponing the* 
new building project for the Bengal Secretariat Press, which is likely U> cost 
the public about 10 lakhs of rupees initially, till financial conditions improve ? 



Answer by the Hon^blc Mr Donald : — 

“ {a) It is true that a certain amount of inconvenience will be caused 
to em]>loy6s living in the north of Calcutta and in the districts named by tht^ 
transfer of the Press. 

(fe) Tlie site selected is considered to be tlie most suitable that can be 
found. 

(c) The construction of a new press at the present time has l)een foriuMi 
on Government owing to the insanitary (*on<litions under* which tht‘ emf)loy(‘s 
work in the present building, and should not be postjroned.'* 


By the Hon’ble Babu Suhkndra Nath Rav : — 

*14. {a) Is it a fact that recently a committee was apjxnnted to 

in(|uire into the necessity of erecting a new building for* the IVess? rre»H. 

{h) If so, has the committee submitted any report? 

(c) If the answer is in the afiirrnative, will the Government be })lease(l 
to lay the report of the committee on the table? 


Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. Donald : — 

(a), (6) and (e) A committee has been appointed, not for the jrurpose 
of inquiring into the necessity of erecting a new building ior the |)ress, fnjt 
to advise Government as to the details of construction. The report of this 
committee has not yet been received.’' 


B/ the Hon'ble Babu Suren dra Nath Ray : — 

/ 

* 15 . -(a) Will the Ciovernment be pleased to state — yunntity <.f work 

' ' ^ 111 Hit* Secrc'tanat 

(i) whether the quantity of work uow turned out by the Press has 
increased or detireased as compared with the figures for 
1907, and 
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(i?) if there has beeri a decrease, why the entire Press cannot be accom- 
modated in the present block of Writers’ Buildings as before, 
and why there has been increased expenditure ? 


Answer by the Tlon’bh- Mr. Donald : — 

“ The quantity of work turned out by the Press is now practically double 
that of 1907.” 


By the Ifon’blc Bahu Surendra Nath Ray ; — 

*1(5. («) Will the (loveinment l)e pleascid to staU' what are the quali- 

lications of the present Deputy Superintendents of the Bengal Secretariat 
Press, and what special experience they laid before being appointed as 
Deputy Su[)erintendents in that Pi ess ? 

(t>) Will the CJoverninent be pk^ascil to state why at least one of the 
|)Osts of the Deputy Superintendents cannot be filled by an Indian recruited 
from the stafi' of the Press? 


Answer by tlu* Ilon'ble Mr. Don.ald ; — 

“ («) The senior Deputy Superintendent, Mr. Battersby, is a trained 
jirinter by profession. Mr. ,Iohnstone was a reader who was pronioti'd to be 
Deputy Superintendent many yeais ago Mr. Shea was originally .i r. ader, 
but for several years held the appointment of manager of the Darjeeling 
firess : he was transferred as a Deputy Superintendent to the Secretariat 
Press in 191(5. 

(b) There is no employ^ in the Press .staff suitable for the )jost of Deputy 
Sujierintendent.” 


By the Ilon'ble Bahtt Surkndra Nath Ray : — 

*17. (n) Will yie Government be pleased to state why the Bengal 

Secretariat Press is not under the Controller of Printing and Stationery ? 

{b) Is it a fact that the Government have to rely entirely on the Superin- 
tendent for exiiert advice ? 

(f) Are the Government considering the advisability of obtitining the 
advice of the Controller alnmt new schemes and new expenditure? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Donald : — 


■ (n), (b) and (c) The Bengal Secretariat Press is not under the Con- 
troller of Printing and Stationery because it is a provincial press. The 
Controller is an officer of the Imperial Goveinment and exercises no executive 
control over provincial presses. He inspects presses under Local (Govern- 
ments and advises them in matters connected with printing and stationery. 
His advice is freely sought on matters connected with the Bengal Secre- 
tariat Press, and Government do not rely on the Superintendent only for 
expert advice. The Controller is a me nber of 1 he Committee referred to in 
the answer to question No. 14.” 



1918.] Questtona and Answerf^. 

By thp Hon’ble Babu Surkndra Nath Ray ; — 
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*18. Will (jov’ernnieTit bp pleased to state the total aiiiouiit of on 

expenditure on all kinds of new inaehinery for llie Bengnl S<'erefariat Press 
during the last five years, and also the amount of saving effeeted and realised 
owing to the use of these machines? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ Rupees 8(1,0(19 have been sj)ent dining the j)ast live \cars on new nia 
ehinery. It is impossible to ^ay what .savings have been effected bv the u.se 
of the new machinery, but the volume of printing and binding don > sine > ii 
introduction could rot have been turned out without it.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Debendf.r CHtTNoi-.H (Ihosk Bahadur : — 

*19. {(i) Are the (loveni merit awaic that Mr. Biirrow, the Olliciating Li. hi.i.-.., ^ 

Piincipal of the Presidency C’ollege. has ruled that non-nttendana^ of a 
student, on a single day, from the I'ollege class, on an cxcrci.se day, would 
ilchar him from appicarance at the T’niv rsity I'xaminat ton from tiu* t’ollcgc 

{/>) Was there any such rule in the history of this College from the tunc 
of Principal Sutcliffe downwards ? 

(c) Are the Covernment consiilering the desirability of iiut meting ih > 

Director of Public. Instruction to consider the reasonableness or otherwise of 
this rule ? 


Answer by tbe Ilon’ble Mu. O’Malley: — 

(«) Government arc informed that no such rule has been made 

(b) Government arc not aware of any such rule 

(c) This <}uestion does not ari^e.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

{The Answers to which were laid on the table'). 

By the Hon’blc Babu Bhabendra (’iiandra Ray : — 

I. (a) With reference to the suggoition made by Captaui Goil StillHldlHI of 
rt'gardirig the subsidising by District Boards of medical pract itioners in rural 
areas for treating the poor free, will the Government be pleased to state how {jirinct 
many District Boards have so far exticrimented in this direction, in what 
localities and with what results ? 

. {li) What are the terms that were offered to medical iiractititmcrs iti this 
behalf ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 


(a) and (6) A statement is laid on the table.” 
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Questions and Answers. 


[19th February 


Statement referred to in the anstoers by the Hoa’ble Mk. O’Malley to question No. 
{unstarred) asked by the Hon’ble Bahu Bhabkndra Chandra Ray at the Counci 
Meeting of the 19th February 1918^ showiny the number of District Boards which hat 
undertaken a scheme of subsidising medical practitioners in rural areas on conditio 
that they treat the poor Jree of charge. 


Nome of 

Hoard. 



UoHult of cxporiitient. 


Terms offered to mcdieal practitionerK. 


1. 'JoBfloro 


Hanundia and 

Handaliilla in 
badar Subdivi- 
Hion Moliniu- 
inadpur and 

Cldiaiidra in the 
Magura Sul>- 
division. 


The scheme waa iriHtitutod on lat I 
I>ecetnl)or 1917 and ia atiil in an I 
experimental atage. It is, there- 
fore, premature to make any defi- 
nite pronouncement about the 
resultH. 


Tlie subsidised doctor is required (1) to stick 
the post for three years ; (2) t() insinat 
schools within a radius of three miles from 1 
centre once a month and to treat school Ixt 
suffering from acute and (dironie malaria frr 
U> keep a register of all such visits and all sn 
cases and to produce it for inspection wheiicv 
required by the Subdivisionnl Officer oi a 
momber of tbt^ Board ; to give lantern-Hlj 
demonstrations in th<‘ schools whenever mhIv 

'to do so by tlie Hoard, the Board supplying' 
th(‘ apparatus ; (3) to keep a register ol 
other cases treated by him in private pr.n t 
and to produce it for inspection whenever 
quirod l)y the Subdivisionnl Olficer or a im nil 
of the Board ; (4) to provide his own m*' 
cines excepting quinine, of which he will 
supplied with a regulated amount free of < 
by the District Board ; and (h) to distribute t 
ipiinine supplied by the District Board frc. 
cost. 

Subject to conditions (2) and (5) he is free to 
his own scale of charges for attendance i 
mediciia*, provided that it is reasonable, 
long as his work is satisfactory he 
monthly subsidy of Its. 35 for three yt' 
from tlx; date of his a})f)ointiiiont. 


2. Mymcnsingh 


Badla 


The experiment proved a failure ; 
the doctor left the place after a 
few months for want of practice. 


3. Bangpur 


... llaragacha 
Barati. 


aixl 


An experiment was tried with un- 
ipudified practitioners ami was 
then discontinued under tlx‘ orders 
of the Surgeon-tioneral. 


Terms not stated. 


4. Malda 


5. Pnbna 


Ariadanga 


The experiment was fried with an 
uixpialified medical practitioner 
and was iliscontinucd after about 
two years as his work was unsatis- 
factory. 


A subsidy of Its. 2.5 per monsem was gi\«‘ii 
a grant of lis. 151) for the purchase of m 
CHIOS on (;ondition that he treated jK>or pale 
every day for 3 hmirs free of charge. 


Batangnnj, JSohag-! The experiment proved a failure at 
pur and Jure- j Ratanganj, there being a gmieral 
])ukhuria. I complaint that the doctor did not 

observe the condition on wliiidi he 
was appointed. Tlie doctor at 
Sohugpur worked satisfactorily, 
but the post was abolished as a 
charitable dispensary was estab- 
lished there. It is reported that 
the scheme lias been successful nt 
Jorepukhuria. 


A monthly subsidy of Us. 30, besides ii 
supply of (piinino to a certain <piantit\ 
givvn on condition that the doctors trcuL 
poor free of cost. 


Note. — T he District Boards of Jalpaiguri and Hajshabi resolved in 1915 to try the experiment in two and one localities, respectively, 
could not do so as qualified medical practitioners were not available. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

it. to II. (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving the 

wnere. names of those District Magistrates or other officers who have been appointed 

visitors of jxilitical prisoners under Bengal Regulation III of 1818, the dates 
of their respective appointmenHs as such visitors and the places thereof. 


(^^csttons and Anstoem. 
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together with the number of visits paid by eath visitor to each individual 
political prisoner and the dates of such visits? 

(ft) Have the visitors made any reports to (iovcrnment or anv surkc'^- 
tions to the jail authorities relating to the health, comfort and general well- 
being of the political prisoners ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the purport of each of 
such reports and any action taken therwii ? 

Answ’er by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a), (ft) and {&) The Disttrict Magistrates in whose districts jstatc 
prisoners have been confined have been appointed visitors bv the Go\ermncnt 
of India for those prisoners under claivc 4 of Regulation II I of 1818. Tlu y 
visit the State prisoners at least once a month and submit reports each 
month through the .Local Government to the Gove.nnient of India. Go\ern- 
ment does not consider that any public interest w\.ul(l lx* served bv c )mpil 
ing the statement dodred or by publishing th<- i)ui| ort of the noiorts sub 
mitted, which in any case could not lx- done without the sanction of the 
Government of India.” 


By the Hon’blc Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray ; — 


III. (a) Are the non-official Chairmen of Di.slrict Boards 
travelling allow* tances ? 

(ft) If so, under what jirovisions and at wliat ratos? 


enlitlc'd to 


'I'l llVflliu;; 

ullo\vnti(‘<' of 
fioit-oniritil 
C'lMirmt-n of 

DiHtrift lioiuilM, 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ («) Yes 

(ft) A copy of Circular No. 361-05 L.8.-G., dated the 13th February, 11)18, 
IS laid on the table.” 


Cojnj of Circular referred to in the Arifooer by the Ilonhle Mu. O’Malley to 
Question No. Ill {unstarred) asked by the Ilonhle 15a lur Biiahkndua 
Chanuka Ray at the Council Meeting of 'the 19th Februanf, 19JS. 


February, lit 18. 
o the 


Cyircular No. 861-65 L. S.-G., (latod Cyalcutta, tlio J8tl 
roiii L. S. S. O Mallp^y, P^hq., i.c.h., iSocrotary 
of Bengal, Gimeral Df^partinont , 

To — All Coinmiasioners of DiviBions. 

With reference to this Department’s Circular No. 21 I.. S.-G., dated tlu! 
loth duly 1915, on the subjc-ct of tin; payment of travelling allowance to 
Gliairmcn, Vice-Chairmen and members of Di.strict and Lck;.i 1 Boards, 1 am 
oirccted to say that Chairmen of District Iloards, who are not Governnnmt 
ofheers, will be entitled to draw travelling allowanc<> at the same rates as are 
adniissible under the Civil Service Regulations in I he ease- of Governni(;nt 
j heorSj ol the first class for all journe^-s p(;rformed for tlie purposes of ihc' 
Bocal Self-Government Act. 


No. 457 L. iS.-G. 

Copy forwarded to the Account am, -Gen oral, Bengal (through Financial 
department) for information. 


Calcutta ; 

^he 12th January., 19 18. 


By order of the Governor in Council, 

c. w. gurnp:h, 

U nder- Secret ary. 
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Questions and Ansioers. 


(IOth February, 


EloctioiiH for 
Khulna 
Local Boardn. 


CcrLaiu n'lnarkn 
ill tli(‘ INiIicc- 
AdniitiiKtration 
Report. 


rr«atinont of 

iii<Jer*(rtal 

priaonera. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

IV. (a) Is it a fact that certain elections for the Khulna Local Boards, 
fixed for the 21st January last, have failed ? 

{h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons therefor, 
and the steps that are going to be taken in the matter ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley 

“ (a) and {h) It is reported that the election for the Sadar- Local Board 
failed lecau.'-e the {)residing officer fell ill before he had recorde 1 all th 
votes of the voters present. A fresh election will bo held.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu BnAHENnRA ('handra R.ay : - 

V. («) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question 
No. XVI II at the last meeting of the Council, will the Government be pleased 
to indicate the nature of the “ ])ublished information ” on the basis of which 
the remark was made in the re[><ut on Police Administration ? 

{h) Are the proceedings of tlu* Bengal Legislative Council included 
among the “ published informatioTi ” referred to in the said answer ? 

(c) With reference to the “ unwritten rules governing the matter,” stated 
in the said answer U> be “ based on etiquette and ^ood feeling,” is the dignity 
of the Legislative Council of any consideration in the interjiretation of the 
said rules ? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a cir- 
cular to the Heads of Departments prohibiting them from making observa- 
tions of the nature referreil to in the said (juestion, in regard to any discus- 
sions in the Legislative Council ? 

Answer by the llon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ (o) and {h) The Inspector-General of Police states that, in writing tlu' 
passage referred to, he was thinking not solely, or even mainly, of the dis 
cussions which took place in this Council during the last budget debate, but 
rather of the articles which appeared in the newspapers commenting on tlie 
Council discussions. 

{<•) Certainly, but Government do not consider that there was anything 
in the Inspector-General’s remark ealculatcd to impair the dignity of this 
Council. The passage appeared in the section of the report relating to 
finance, and the exact words used were : ‘ A good deal of eloquence has 
lately been expended on the subject of increased expenditure on the jmlicc, 
but if an efficient and contented force is desired it must be paid for. A 
high degree of efficiency can hardly be expected from an underpaid, under 
manned and badly-housed force, deficient both in clothing and equipment,, 
A considerably larger expenditure will have to be faced oefore the urgent 
needs of the department can be satisfied.’ 

{d) Government do not consider it necessary to take any action of this 
nature.” 

By the Hon’blo Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray ; — 

VI. (a) Are the Government aware of the general impression that the 
treatment accorded to under-trial prisoners in Bengal is not generally in 
accordance with the provisions of the jail rules? 
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{b) Will the Government \ye pleased to state whether they are consider- 
ing the desirability of making an inquiry into this matter with the help of a 
Committee of officials and non-officials? 

Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) and (b) The reply is in the negative.’' 

P,y the Hon’hle Ha an 1>haijem>ka Chandka Kav : — 

VII. How far has the Boy-ScT>ut movement In^en introdiut^d in educa- 
tional institutions in Bengal, and what steps are the ( Jovc'rnrnent taking for 
a spread of the movement in schools under Government contnd ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr O'Malley : — 

“ So far as Government are aware the movement has Ikhui intrcxUiciHl in 
12 schools. No direct action is being taken by Government to s|)r(‘ad the* 
movement in Government schools hut the question of aiding tlu* movtaiK'iit in 
^() far as troops of Indian lM\y-scouts are concerned, by tlK‘ formation ol’ a 
(‘('iitral organization, has liecn under consideration for some' time. In tht* 
view of Government such an organization should be a non-official body; and 
with the entire approval of Government the llon’ble the Mahara jadhiia ja of 
Burdwan has been engaged in forming a governing bfxly to guid(‘ and control 
the movement among Indian boys. It is understood that a small committet* 
IS at j)resi*nt engaged in <lrawing u{) a scheme for submissioi) !<► tlu^ gov(‘rning 
lK)(ly.” 


l>y the Hon’l)Ie Haiui Buahendka Ciiani^ka Kay : — 

VIII. (a) When is tlu' Bengal Village Self-Government Bill liki'ly !o 
li(‘ introduced in Council? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of juiblishing the 
draft Bill for criticism and opinion before introducing ji ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

(a) The Bill has l>een submitted to the Secretary of State and it is 
broposeu to introduce it in (amncil on 4th April, 11)18, if no o/deis to tin* 
(ontrary are received from the Sec^retary of Stabi before th it dab* 

(b) No. The Bill will be jmblished for criticism and opinion afb*i 
nitroduction.” 


K>y the Hon’blo Bahu Bhahkndka (Jhanoka Kav : — 

IX. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is j^roposed 
])lace the papers of all the cases of internment |j<*fore the Gommittee 
presided over by Mr. Justice Rowlatt, or will only selected cases l>e 
"Submitted for their consideration ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of informing the 
Rxlividual detenus and political prisoners about the funettions of the :^i(l 
^ onunittee, and of allowing them — should any of them desire it — an oppor- 
biiiity of defending themselves personally, or b> explain the circumstance.s in 
^'^nich any confession or other statements may have Ijeen obtained from them, 
^^tore the said committee of inquiry? 


Si owt 

IlKIVlMIlOIlt ill 


Sol i O UV <M IIIIK'lli 

hill 


iCo u lilt t 
CunMiiith r nml 
tin* intiTi.mcnt 



tTiiiori 


ApprentucM in 
Hallway 

workMliops, 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ All the papers in the possession of Government have been placed at 
the disposal of the Committee presided over by Mr. Justice Rowlatt. Th(' 
terms of reference to this Committee have been published, and, as inter- 
{)reted by the Committee, do not cover inquiry into individual cases.” 


By the Hon’ble B.vmi Bhahenura Chandra Ray ; — 

X. Will the Government be pleased to state the duties, powers and 
obligations of the District Boards, the Local Boards, the District Magis- 
trate:;, the Subdivisional Ollicers and the Circle Officers, respectively, in tin* 
matter of initiating, guiding and controlling Union Committees formed under 
the Bengal Local Self-Government Act? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mu. O’Mai-i.ey : — 


” The Hon’ble Member is referred to clause (dj of the reply given to the 
question No. 23, asked by the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter at the meeting of the 
Council held on the 20th November, 1917. The relations of the District 
Boards, Local Boards and District Magistrates towards Union Committees 
are regulated by sections 41 A, 44, 58, 104, 105, 106, 107, 110, 114, 115, 
116, 117, 118, il8 A, 118 C, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124, 126, 130, 133 and 

134 of the Local Self-Government Act (B.C., 111 of 1885) and by rules 2. 5. 
6 and 9 of the rules under section 138 (a) of the Act issued with notification, 
datA'd the 15tb December, 1885, rules 77 A and 88 of the rules under section 
138 (/>), (c), (d), (e), if), (h), (/), (</), {s) and (t) of the Act issued with noti- 
fication, dated the 11th February, 1886, and notification No. 1220 L.S.-G., 
dated the 3rd July, 1917, rules 62, 64, 65 and 66 under section 138 (g) of the 
Act issued with notification No. 1550 Edn., datcnl the 18th December, 15»17, 
rules 2, 3, 4 and 5 under section 138 (g.l) and (t) of the Act issued with noti- 
fic^ation No. 2055 L.S.-G , dated the 20th November, 1917, rules 101, 102, 10*> 
and 109 under sc'ction 138 (/) and (t) of the Ac‘t issued with notifications 
No. 2009 T.- -M., dated the 9th November, 1901, and No. 1225 I>.S.-G., dated 
the 27th May, 1915. Subdivisional Officers and Circle Officers help in initia 
tion, guidance and supervision as a matter of administrative arrangemeM.” 


By the Hon’ble Baiut Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XI. (a) How many workshops arc there, in connection with the 
Railways in Bengal, where apprentices are admitted for training? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement for each of the- 
last five years showing the number of literate European, Anglo-Indian and 
Indian apprentices, respectively, at each of such workshops ? 

(c) What is the miniinam requisite qualifications for being admitted as 
a literate apprentice, in the case of — 

(j) Europeans or Anglo-Indians ; and 

(t?) Indians, 

and for w hat nature of employment are they, respectively, trained ? 

(d) Are they in the enjoyment of any stipends or allowances? If so, 
w4iat IS the scale thereof in the case of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and 
Indians, respectively? 



1918.] (Questions and Anftwf*r,s. l2/i 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

(a) There are five workshops in eonnectioii witli tin' railways in 
Bengal, viz. : — 


Kauchrapara — Eastern Ih^ngal Rail way. 

uZlih' ) 

Kharagpur — liengal-Nagpu r Rail way. 

Pahartoli — Assain-Hengal Railway. 

(A) The following stat(»ni(Mit shows th- luimlMM* of literate Eiirop<‘an, 
Anglo-Indian and Indian apprentiec^s iind(M- training at (Ik* ahovo woiksln^ps 
during the. last five 3"ears : — 


K\NeHRAPAUA — K astern I'knoal Haiiovay. 


Yi*ar 


Kili'opeiiii 

A n^Jo I in hill . 

i taiian. 




' 'V' ~ 



... ... 

... 

16 

12 

1914 

... ... 

... 

19 

S 

1915 

... ... 

... 

23 

5 

1916 

... ... 

... 

2:5 

S 

1917 

... 

... 

30 

12 

— Separate 

fij;iire-< fi>r Etir<)p(*an> 

an*l Ati jlo IiKliarjH at tliin worknliop are not 

a\ ailahl 


.Jamalpur- 

-Kast Indian Uailwav. 


V(*:u . 


European 

Aip;h> 1 n«hMn. 

Imlian 

I9i:i 

... ... 

60 

11 

21 

1914 

... ... 

55 

45 

3;; 

1915 

... ... 

59 

51 

41 

1916 

... ... 

51 

6)4 

55 

1917 

... 

... 55 

64 

61 


Lillooah- 

-Kast Indian I^aii^way. 


Year. 


European. 

A nt;lo- 1 inJian. 

J nilian 

1913 

... ... 

2 

20 

H 

1914 

... ... 

3 

16 

11 

1915 

... ... 

3 

12 

13 

1916 

... ... 

3 

13 

15 

1917 

... 

4 

19 

23 


Kharagpur — 

Hengal-Nagpur 

Railway. 


1913 

... 

37 

7 

50 

1914 

... ... 

38 

7 

50 

1915 

... 

34 

9 

51 

1916 

... ... 

36 

10 

79 

1917 

... 

35 

9 

74 


1*ahartoli— 

-Assam-Bkngal Railway. 


1913 

... 

• • • • • • 

... 

8 

1914 

... ... 

1 

1 

9 

1915 

... 

2 

3 

11 

1916 

. ■ • ... 

2 

3 

22 

1917 


2 

3 

26 
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(c) (i) In tho case of Europeans and Anglo-Indians, the minimum 
qualification required is generally Standard VI of the European School Code, 
but for the Paliartoli Workshop Standard V is the minimum and for Lillooah 
Standard VII. 


The workshops at Kanchrapara, Jamalpur, Lillooah and Kharagpur 
lurther roquin? candidatcjs to submit to a special competitive examination in 
English, Mathematics, general knowledge ami freehand drawing and admis- 
sions to apprenticeship are made from the most successful candidates at this 
examination. 

(ii) In the case of Indians, the minimum qualification required is educa- 
tion in English for admission to the shops at Jamalpur. For Kharagpur 
Middle Vernacular Standard is required. At Lillooah, completion of Matri- 
(uilation course is necessary, while for admission 1 o tho Kanchrapara Shops pass 
in Matriculation class is required. At Lillooah Indian candidates are further 
n^quircMl to submit to the sf)ecial examination proscribed for Europeans and 
Anglo-Indians rebu-red to in the answer to question 54 (c) (i). 


The majority of the apprentices in workshops, both ICuropoan and Indian, 
ar(\ trained as Fonnnan Mechanics. 

(r/) Th(‘ following table shows the monthly remuneration paid to appren- 
ti(^es in tht‘ Railway workshof)s : — 


EUUOPEAN and AN(a-0-lNDIAN APrUKNTlCES. 


Stiojm. 

1 Int year. 

i 

2ii(l year. 

JrJ yoar. 

4th 

1 5th yoar. 

r»lh year 


Rh. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rh. 

Rh. 

Rh. 

KuiichrupJira 

JO 

50 

t;o 

70 

1 

.so 

‘JO 

Jamalpur 


ao 

:i5 

40 

50 


Lillooah 

:u) 

::o 


40 

50 

... 

Kharaj'pur 


1 

a5 

40 

50 

... 

Paliartoli 

15 i 

20 1 

! 

25 

M) 

55 



Indian Appuenttcks. 


SllOpH, 


Iht y«‘ar. 

1 2n0 year, 

1 

Orel year. 

4th year. 

5th year 

Cth y, 



Rh. 



Rh. 

Rh. 

Rh. 

Rh. 

Hh. 

Kanchrapara 

... 

15 

17 

PJ ! 

22 

25 

... 

Jamalpur 

i 

10 

i 11 

12 1 

1 

15 

15 

... 

Lillooah 


5 

10 

1 

15 j 

20 

25 

... 

Kharagpur 

••• 

ir. 

17 

19 j 

22 i 

25 

1 

... 

Pahartoli 

1 

9 i 

11 i 

15 i 

20 j 

2() , 

... 




3 Questions and Ansmrs. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Ciiahhhitri 




XII Will the Government be pleased to lay on the t,il.le a statement 

tacturo salt, the intended place of n.anuCaeture, and all othci- partieula.s of 
the individual applications, together with the orders passtnl in each case ? 


I luiiN idital 
ap|»li(imis fur 
t Ilf niiunifafhiro 
«»r Halt. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. Donald : — 


The Hon’ble 
XXXVI.” 


Memlx*r is referred to the answer {^iven lo (jiiestion No. 


By the Hon’lde BAnu Brojendka Kisjioh Ray CnAirDiniui 

Xiri. (a) With reference to the extract from a noto by Messrs. Walsh nurta s, i.noi ..f 
and Heaton, which was laid on the table in reply to my unstornMl (pa st ion 
No. L of the 18th Deex^mber, 1917, will the Government lie i>lcased to state 
what action ha^ been taken in regard to each of the niiu^ proposals to which 
the attention of Government was drawn by Messrs. Walsh and Th^at^m 
1 herein ? 


(h) Will the Government be phrased to state the reason why pioposaN 
Nos. 1 and 2 in particular, namely — 

(i) to separate the school from the Dacca Collcg* and to style the' 
Headmaster ‘ Principal,’ and 

(fi) to constitute a governing body with functions similar to tliat of 
the Sibpur College,” 

liave not bex^n given effoc^t to? 


Answer by the Hon’bh* Mr. O’Malley : — 


(a) and (b) The following statement shows th(‘ proposals and the 
action taken on each seriatim : — 

(1) ^Separation of the school from the Dacca (Udlcfje and chaiujv (tf the 

title of Head Master to Priiici pal . It was decided that no 
action should l)e taken on this firoposal pending the decision oi 
the question of removing the school to a new site. 

(2) Constitution of a governing body shnilar to that of the Sibpnr 

College . — Action was |>ost[)oned {)ending orders on the first 
proposal. 

(3) The fixing of a consolidated grant to be administered by the 

proposed governing body. — This proposal could not Ik* dealt 
with apart from the first and second i)roposal8. 

(4) Strengthening and re-arrangement of the teaching staff , — Some 

additions have been made to the staff. 



of 

oxarniriiri^ fry. 


()fficorH UTMlcr tl» 
Court of Wards. 
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(5) The case oi_ the Head Clerk . — This recommendation was not 

accepted by the Joint Technical Examination Board, but the 
Head Clerk has been promoted to class VIII of the Subordinate 
Educational Service. 

(6) The reduction of the number of reduced freeships at Sibpur and 

the creation of four stipends. — This proposal was not accepted 
by the Board; but proposals for the transfer of 8 reduced free- 
ships from Sibpur to Dacc'a and for their conversion into 
stipends are under consideration. 

(7) Arrangements for the instruction of students in practical survey- 

ing under canvas. — This has been sanctioned. 

(8) and (9) Furniture, drawing hoards, cement-testing machines and 

minor items of equipment. — It has not been thought nee^essary 
to jiass orders as the Head Master has power to make such pur- 
chases except when the value of separate items is over Rs. 500, 
and il rests with him to move in the matter.” 


Ily the Hon’ble Batui Brojendha Kisiior Ray Chattdhuri ; — 

XIV. With reference to tlic answer to clause {b) of my unslarr d 
(jmwtion regarding the Department of I'isheries, at the last meeting of the 
Council, wdll the Covcrnmcnl be pleased to staU- wheth(!r the j)roce.‘-s oi 
exaimtiation of the fry is scientific in its character, and how many officers are 
employed in the said w'ork? 


.\nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ As the Hon’ble Meml)er has no doubt undeistcxxl from the rc})ly to 
which he refers, it is not the case that, each fish is subjected to microscojiic 
e.xamination. In so far as the fry are examined by officers who arc exjieri 
ented in distinguishing one kind of fry from another the examination is 
scientific, but, as pri'viously stati'd, it is not claimed that the examination 
is cx>m|)lete and the Dejiartment does not guarantee jairity. Fry are examined 
by three officers,” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray CHAunnuRi : — 

XV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is 
any rule, .or practice, for the compulsory retirement of -officers emjiloyed under 
the Court of Wards on the ground of age? 

{h) If so, what is the maximum age for service in this behalf ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving tla^ 
names and the respective ages of all officers serving under the Court of 
Wards and drawing Rs. 100 and above as monthly salary, who have attained 
the age of 55 years ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

” (a) and (5) There is no rule on the subject. The practice is to retain 
the services of officers as long as they arc efficient. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table.” 



Questions and Answers. 


120 ' 


1918.] 

Statement referred to in the answer ht/ the Hon' hie Mu. Kkkk to (^htestinn 
No. XV {unslarred) asked by the IJon'hle W.KW Huo.rKNDu.-v Kisiiou U.w 
CH.iUUHlJKr at the Council Meeting of the lOll, Fehnianj, I91S, shoiriuq the 
7 iuniber of officers serving under the Court of W'nrd.t in the Pref^idencif of 
Bengal and drawing a monthly salary of Bs. lOd mid above who have 
attained the age of 55 years. 


Niiim* of oilicors. 


Dosii^iiat H»n. 


Ait.-. 


1 


HS. 


I\]r. F. W. NimhUiuih 

Ilabu PraHaiiiia Kmnar Mitra 

ISIr. F, 1 

ral)ii Kajaiii Natli 

('olonel J. Ilo(l»iinLr, C.I.K. 

I\[r. IL (’. F. Mrycr 

r.al.ii Sar;nla (diaran Mnkharji 

I'.aldi .lainiiii Kinlior C'liakravarti 

ral.ii Cliaiidra Kumar IMukl-arji 
na])ii Akani Moliaii I’atavyal 
I’.alui IMatlinra Nath Dan (xupta 

i»al)u Kali Dayal Ghosc 

liahu TTpoiidra Chandra Datta 
Mr. M. M. Ilalliday 


Maiia^'or of lh«‘ 1 liawal uHlati', J)a(H*a ... hO 

Land Kt‘vonur Sn|H riniondoid, Lhawnl i si ah' (kS 

l)ae<*a. 

(toiuTal Manaj.Tor, Wards otati-s, hS 

Hiiiprh . 

Supfrintoiidont, of ilu* 'FaiToir W.irds rslaic, oS 
liariaal. 

(diiof Maiiaf.T<'*k FawahV t'HlaIr, Caeca ... 

AiTcmt, Na wall’s i'Htati*, Larisal .. ... fh) 

Senior Siipcrinl cndi'ii I , Nawalks ostaU\ l>a<‘c.i aS 

(hidastral Survey Siipcriutcndrid , Nawah’s 
t‘Statc, Daiaui. 

Head M ukhtcar, Naw all’s esi al c, Dacca ... 

(diief Aecountant, Nawah’s <*slatc, Dacca ... hG 

Assistant Sujierintmidcnl, Navvah’s «Klai«-, (>.» 
I Ikirisal. 

l\‘rBonal Assistant 1'; the (Mud ]Maiia,'^er, ati 
Nawah’s <‘Htal(% Dacca. 

j (K'ln'ral Manager, Wards estate, ( Miitla!.."on^" (’»1 

j Mana^t‘r, Kasimhazar estate, MM))j)era ... *^>'.1 


% 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bkdjendha Kishor Ray ruArDuiiHi : — 

XVI. Will the Government l)C pleas<ul to lay on the Uihlt; the (i \(‘fn Aj. Jii.emi tax 
MK iit of Bengal’s letter No. 26 T. — S.R., dated the 24th May, 1015. which is 'i'*' 
referred to in the latest report on tlie income-tax administration as having 
ruled that “ the premium taken by a landloi’d for granting statltmumt of wast<‘ 
nr abandoned land with a tenant is exempt from income-tax, but f(‘es levied 
lor recognition of a transfer of agricultural land from one tenant to another 
<'fre liable to in(x)mc-tax ” ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 


(( 


A copy of the letter referred to is laid on the table.” 
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(>o/ry of letter referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donald to question 
No. XVI (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor 
Ray Chaudhuri at the Council Meeting of the 19th February , 1918. 

„ No. 2() T.— S. 11., (lute<l Iho 24th Mny, 1915. 

Lhoiti — The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, i.( .s., DftV- Secretary to the (ioveruinent 
of Beii^3;*al, Financial Department, 

To — Tlie ConnnisHioner of the Dacca Division. 

I am directed to acknowledf^e tlie r*^*(*ipt of your hdter No. 2077 11., dated tin* 17tl» 
Aj)!-!!, 1915, to tho address of the Doard of Itevenue, in which you impure wlietlier 
iiicoim^ derived hy a landlord from iiazar realised in connection with land uwmI for 
ajL^ric-uItuial pur])Oses is liable to he assessed to income-tax. The two classes of lutzar 
to which you refer ar<* (I) premium taken hy a landlord for the p:rant of sett.l(*inent of 
wast(‘ or ahandoned land with a tenant, and (2) fees levied for the recognition of a 
tiansfer of land fTom o-ne temant to another. 

2. In rej)ly, 1 am to say that the Superint(*ndent ami Remembrancer of Legal 
Affairs, who was consulted on the question, has recorded the following opinion, in which 
(Government agre<* : — 

(/f) The first kind of nazar is similar U) salami taken on the creation of a lartni oi 
(dher t(*nur(*, and on the authority of tin* ])revious ruling contained in 
note 9 to section 5 of Act II of 188() (]>age 8, Incxnne-tax Manual) income- 
tax cannot be assess<Ml on it. 

(h) 14i(‘ second kind of iiazar is a ])aym(*nt madt* to the landhn'd in consideration 
of his rec'ognizing a ])articnlar i)erson as his t(*nant. Such payments are 
not, rcTit or revcTiue derived from land and are not income derived ficnn 
agriculture. Therefore* tliis kind of iiazar is liable to im‘ome-tax. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

I)i,„ii,s»a.i XVTl. («'/) Is it a fact that the Dhalleswari Steamer Service has been 

Steamer Sdvit,-. cither partly or wholly di scon tinned ? 

{h) If so, from what date and in wltat ciremnstanees ? 

(r) What are the present conditions of communication between T)acea 
City and the westernmost parts f)f the district, particularly tht' ManikKatij 
subdivision 1 

{(1) How many miles from Dacca City is the subdivisional town of 
Manikpanj, and how many liours' journey by boat at present i 

{(’) What |)ro<^rcss, if any, has been made with regard t/o the proposal 
for a motnr service between Manikganj and Aricha ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Cowlfy ;■ — • 

“ (a) and (h) Yes, owing to the shallowness of the river the Dhalleswari 
Steamer Service is curtailed each year during the dry season. This season 
the service was suspended beyond Sabhar on the 27th December, lt)17. 

(c) Duritig the rains traffic between Dacca City and the western part o( 
the district,, including the Manikganj subdivision, is generally by water. 
Diirim’' the dry season what little traffic there is. is generally carried by the 
I’adma Steamer Service. The road from Dacca City to the western jiart ol 
the district is embanked and bridged as far as Mirpur. Thence to Fulbaria. 
where the Dhalleswari river is crossed by ferry, the road is embanked amt 
most of the khals bridged. From the west bank of the Dhalleswari rivet 
to Baira there is no embanked or bridged road, and three miles of the track 
betweim .Tovmanto)) and Singair have lieen cut away by the river Dha les- 
wari Arrangements are being made for a temporary diversion over these 
three miles. From Baira to Bentha the road is embanked and temporarx 
bamboo bridges are constructed over khals during the rains. From Bentha 
to Manikganj and on to Aricha Ghat the road is embanked and bridged an< 
in fairly g<K>d order. Aricha Ghat on the east side of the Padraa is almost 
opposite the present site of Goalundo Ghat. 
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(d) Manikganj is 30 miles by road from Dacca City. During the rains the 
journey by boat takes about 40 hours, but boats cannot at the present season 
get nearer than Joymantop, as the khal from the Dhalleswari river to Manik 
ganj station is dry. 

(<?) The Dacca District Board has received a i)rop(xsal for a motor service 
lietween Aricha Ghat and Manikganj, in which the promoter proposes to 
share the cast of improving the road witli tlie Board. Negotiations .ire 
pending between the promoter and the District Hoard.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra KrsnoR Ray Chaitdruhi : — 

XVIII. (a) With reference U> the answ<‘r to my unstaj rcd (pa st ion i.,,., 
No. LIII of the 18th December, 1917, will the Government 1 k' pleased to ' "n 
state the reason for granting stij>end.s at a mncli lower .scale to the .^>th >eai 
l)oys and artisans of the Dacca Sc1km) 1 of I'.ngint'ering than thos(‘ granted to 
the .'jth year boys and artisjins of the Apprentice Department of the Civil 
Engineering College at Sibpur ? 

(h) With reference to the answer to clause (d) of my nnstarred (pa'sl ion 
No. XLIX of the 18th December, 1917, will the (Jovermiient he plensiMl td 
explain why the Assistant Headmaster of the na(‘ea S(*1 kh) 1 (d‘ Kno-irioeriao 
is not given the allowance whicli is granted to Assistant Headmasters of 
[government High Sc'liools ? 


Answoj’ liv th(‘ Hon’hle Mu. O’Mat.ley : — 

“ (^/) The scal(' of stipends for t)ie artisans at Sihpnr and Dacca rf‘spe(* 
(ively was fixed in accorckimv with tin* propiKsals of th(' h(‘ad of (>a( h 
institution. The prestait sc-file of stipfuids for tlu* 51 h year ()vt‘rs(M‘r sl inhuils 
>i tlH‘ Dac(‘a S(*h(K)l of Engim^^'ring was fix<‘d many yt‘ars ago, and, so far as 
•an 1 k‘ asc^ertained, no incrc’cjse iias since h<i(*n pro|)o.sed hy IIk* Head Mastc?'. 

(?>) The Assistiint Head Master of the Daeva ScIitkiI ot Kngin(*(U*ing 
s not eligible for the allowanc(\ because that sch<x>] is not a high scIkm)!.’’ 


Hy the Hon’ble Babu BnojENnuA Kisirou Ray Chai^dhurt 


XIX. (a) With reference to the answer to clause' (/>) of my unstarred 
juestion No. XLVIII of tlie 18th December, 1017, regarding the status of the^ 
Hacca School of Engineering, will the Government he }dea.sed txi exj)lain for 
^vhat pur{K)ses the said schexfi is treated as a college, and for what particular 
|>urpose as a school ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleasc^d to state the reasons why the 

teachers of the Calcutta Commercial Institute are designated as Lecturers 
iBd are thus beyond the operation of Circular No. , wliereas the t<*a- 

liers of the Dacca School of Engineering are not so privileged ? 

(c) Are the qualifications of the teachers of the latter institution of an 
inferior standard generally, or are their duties of a less resfionsible or 
nn|)ortant character, in comparison with those of the teachers of the Calcutta 

ommercial Institution ? 

(d) If not, what are the reasons for this differential treatment ? 


tMMi 111^ 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr! O’Malley : — 

“ (a) The age and qualifications of the students approximate to those 
of colk'ge students and the Head Master is treated as if he were the Principal 
of an Engineering College in certain corresj)ondence, e.g., in CKumexion with 
the examinations of the Joint Techniail Examination Board. On the other 
hand, the institution has, as its luune implies, the status of a school and not 
of a college, the oflicer in charges Ixdng a Head Master and not a Principal, 
and it is umh-r the general supervision of the Primapal of the Dacca College. 

{h) The teach(*rs of tin* (lovernment Commercial Institutes, Calcutta, are 
designated Leefurers becuuse the Institute has tlu' status of a College. The 
b^achers of the Dacca Scl)Ool of Engineering are not so designated because their 
status is that of teachers in a s<!hool. 

{<•) 1’he question presumably refers to the qualifications of officers othei' 
than th(‘ Principals. Of the 5 .subordinate teachers of the Institute, 2 hold 
the Master's d<“grc(‘ and 3 the Bachelor's . Of the o subordinate teachers 
(excluding the forcjiicn) of the School of Engineering, 3 hold the Bachelor’s 
degrt'c and 2 are umh-r-graduates. ’I’he work of a schcK)! is gem^rally 
rc'gardcd as of a less resjxm.sible character tlian that of a College. 

{(1) This question does not arise.” 


Hy tlie llon’ble Baiut Brojendra Ki.shor Ray Chaudhlri : — 

XX. Will th(i Government be pleased to state the nature and scape 
of the inquiry to be made by Mr S. N. Banerjeo, Executive Engineer, in 
connection with the waterways in the Dacca Division? 

.Answer by the llon’ble Mr. Cowi ey ; — 

” The officer in question is employed on an investigation i no the drain 
age conditions of the area lying between the Dhalcswari and the Padnia 
rivers. The object of the investigation is to consider whether and in wh.il 
way it is possible to improve the sanitation of the area between these rivcr^ 
or to imjirove navigation facilities in the Dhalcswari, Buriganga and the 
numerous khals to the south of them. He has also been instructed to repoi i 
on tlie general condition of the Dholai khal and the possibility ol its le 
excavation and maintenance as a navigable channel.” 

liy the llon’ble Baku Brojenura Kisiior Ray Ciiaudiiuri : — 

XXI. Will the Government be pleased to make a statement show- 
r«' iiid. mg the average cost per head of the daily diet supplied to («) European .and 

Anglo-Indian prisoners; (h) Imlian jirisoners; and (c) pri.soners belonging 
to other Asiatic races, respectively, classified in each case under the follov 
ing heads ; — 

(<) under-trial prisoners; 

(^^) convicts; and 
(/??) prisoners in hospital ? 

Answer by the llon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ 'riic average cost per head per diem is as follows ; — 

Undvr trial. Convicts 

A. P. A. P. 

5 f) I 

16 2 1 


Sick in 
hospital. 

Ks. A. p. 
1 11 0 
0 6 li 


Kurojioun prisoners 
Indian prisoners 
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PorHOiiK wlioso habirs and inannt^r of living unno nearly approx iinat ‘ lo 
those of P^iiropeans than to those of onlinary 1 ndians i^iven t sanu* dii t 
as Europeans. ninnb(*r of prisoners b(‘loni*ine: to otlxo* Asiatie races is 

small, and st^parate statistics re^ar<linjL»- t lu‘ cost of tlit‘ir diot ar(> not 
available,” 


By tlH‘ Hon'ble BAur Brojenoka Kisiiou Ray (^hat nnrui ; — 

XXTl. {(i) lias the attention of the fJovernnient Ihhui drawn to any 
inst^anee-; of suicide iit Benji^al wbi( h are alleji^ed to bavt* Ihhui in const‘(|iieiKv 
of the abnornial rise in the price of cloth ? 

(b) If so, will the (iovernineiit be phrased to niakt‘ a slaliMiKMit in r(‘oai(i 
to lilt* circuinstanct*s of eac*h such case? 


Answer by the llon'ble Mu. IvKUit -- 

(a) and (h) No such cas(* has betni reported by tht‘ polict\ but tlu* atttui 
tion of ( hwernnuMit has been called to paraoi^aphs in the H ii<n 

shi <d* ihe bt^* l\‘bruar\ and in tlu^ U<ni(jii rusi (d‘ tin* bth l^'obrnarv, allc^inc 
that two cases have oc(‘uri‘ed in the IMubaria subdivision, d'he hislrn t \lay 
istrate has betui askiMl to irujuiri* into th(‘ inatttu* ’ 


By the llofTble Baiiti Bhojenoka Kisiior R\y (biAroiirin : - 

XXIII. Ar(‘ th(‘ ( io\(‘rnnient eonsid(‘rin<j!; the (]t*si rabi I it y of appioach 
iii^^ lh(^ (h>v<‘rnin(Mit of India with a sug‘g(‘siion that a(*t ion may b(‘ taloai 
under liule lid of tlie Dtd'cnceor India (( 'onsolidat ion) Riili^-, Bilo, lor the* 
puipos(‘ of controlling^ tin* sup|)ly of (/boffrs' and .sv/z/r.s* in B(Mi<.^ar^ 


Answ(‘r by the llon’lih'i .Mu Dovald: — 

Th(‘ matter is already under discussion with tin* ( lOvtunnM/il (d 
India, and attention is in\it(*d to tlH‘ rtmiarkson the subjec t by J I is ICxccllcmey 
the Viceroy in th(‘ linptuial Lcoislative Council on t lit* (Jtli i^d'bruary, IIMs ' 


By the Hondde Batuj Bhojendka Kisiior Ray Chaudiiuri : 

XXIV. (a) With reference to the answer to clauses (^/) of my unst arred 
question No. XL of the 18th December, 1917, will the Govtu rirnent Ik* pleas(‘(i 
to state whether the possibilitii^s of the manufac ture of .salt on the ( diit ta^'on^^ 
side of the Bay of Bengal were incpiired into In-fore tlie m(*morandum, ciat<*d 
the 5th April, 1917, referred to in the said c|ueKtion, was drawn up ^ 

(6) If not, why imt ? 

(c) When were the* possibilities of the manufacture of salt c>n tin* 
Chittagong side of the Bay of Bcmgal first brought to the notice of (iov(*rn- 
^nent, and by what agency ? 

(c/) Have the (lovernnient undertaken any impiirv, with tlic* a.ssistancc 
^>f the romrnissioner of Exci.se and Siilt and his expert staff, into the coiuii 
tioiis of brine on the Chittagong side, [>artic*uiarly at (hvx's Bazai- and the 
‘^>uth ? If so, when, and with what resuUC' 

(e) With reference to the ” lack cd‘ (*asy communication ’’ referre^d to in 
Bie said answer, have the (jlov(*rnment ascertained how such c-ommunieation 
<-an \te improved, if necessary? 
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(/) Will the Government be pleasetl to state whether they are consider- 
ing the desirability of forwarding a supplementary memorandum to the 
(Government of India embodying the results of a tliorough inquiry into the 
|)ossibilities of the manufaeture of salt on the Thittagong sidt* of the Bay oT 
iGeiigal ? 


Answer* by the Hon’fle Mu. Donald : — 

" The memorandum in question was prepared in connection with tlie 
examination of the poasihility of reviving the manufacture of salt in Bengal, 
in jrartieular*, by the adoption of* proe(‘sses, iiieludiiig th(‘ vacuum ))iTK?ess, simi- 
lar to tli()S(‘. followed in the United Kingdom S)x‘cifie suggesLions wtnc' 
not then made or enquired into as regards the Ghittagong s de of tire Bay, 
hut in the end of Octolrer, 1917, in forwarding a sugge^stion from the (\>1 
lector of' diitUigong that ih(‘ qiu^stion of manufac^ture in No.^khdli and 
Uliittagong might 1 k‘ corrsiderial, the Uommissioner* of Salt discuss<Ml tla* 
possibilities of manufacture on the (diittagong coast. While tliis was under* 
( onsidtuation a])})lieations for jreiinission to manufacture wt^re received, wiiii 
!(‘fer*i‘iiee to which the quc^stion is nf)w Inking delermined The (xpert stall' 
are assisting persons desirous of manufaeturing salt, and if aiiy o.i(‘ d sires 
to manufacture from ^ea water he will b‘ a-dvis<‘d as to the suitahil ty <1' 
Mr(‘ hriiue (Jovernnumt do not jrrojrose semling any suppUmientaiy nunno 
randiim to the Government of India until tlu^ med of so doing ardses As 
]‘(‘gar*(ls communicatii>ns to the south of Uhi'ttagong, a (U‘tai’(Ml su vey of a 
pro|)<Ksed i*ailway from Uliittagong towards Burma has recenllv he n san 
tioned, and its eonstruetion would improve th(‘ main line of eo niniiiiicatioiis 
in this area.’’ 

No'iio - dduoc was a inlsiakc m the })iiiit(*<l r()j)\ ol tin* ativ\\«*i -.iLranist claiisr {<h (»i 

tin* Hon’hlc McihImo’s uiivtaiicd (iU(‘sti<ni No. ot the 18th I , 1!)17 1 hr 

ausw(‘i- was inti'rolcd to coNi*! clauses (d) and (r) 


By the lloidhle Km MAniNom (di\Ni)H\ Mitha Bahadttu : — 

X\X’ Will the Government he pleased to lay on ilu* tah’e a list o’ 
the Village Unioit Uornmittees that have been coiistit nUol up to date in tlu' 
Bul•d\^an Division, giving the names of villages ineluded in (‘aeh Union 
(%>inmi tt ee and stating afso th(Mn*(*a and population witliin their* inrisdietioii 
and the iiariK's of the mernlyers i 


Answer* by the llon'hle Mu. O'Maij.ey ; — 

* A li'st is laid on the table.” 

By the lloirhle Kai MAnr.NouA ('handra Mttua Bahadur: — 

XXVI. Will the Government \yc jileased to staU^ the amount of money 
aetually spiuit this year by each of the District and Local Boar*ds of the 
Burdwan and Ih-esidcTuy Divisions for* the acquisition of lands for the exca 
vation of tanks for pure drinking water? 

AnswtU’ hv the llon ble Mu. O’Mali.ey : — - 
‘ A statement is laid on the table.’ 

Not lu | rort i-.ln-ga. 
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H\ the Hon'hle liAi Mahundha Ciiandua Mijha HxiiADru • 

XXVII. Will lh(‘ ( Jo\eriH!i(Mit lu' picasi'd 1>(> lay oTi tlie tahh' a copy of 
the letter No. ^103, dnt(‘d tin* 23]’(1 Se|>t.(‘ialK‘r, 1851, iToni Mi*. W. II hdliot, lht‘ 
( 'oniJiiissioiUM* oh t he Hill’d \N ai) Division at that tirn(\ to the Board of KN'mmiik* 
retfai’ding the projiosiMl ahandorinu'nt oh tlu' einhankiiK'nt s lM‘lu(‘t n lh(‘ 
J laniodar and Boopna r-ax an riviws ( 


Answer h\ tlu' HoiThh' Mk. Dowij:v . 

‘ A copy oh the ltd ter is laid on the tahlt^ 


('npii nj letter referred to In the tinrirer bij th< llon't)le Mn. ('o\viJ-.v to 
(/(ustion No. A A r/y {nnsf(trred) a^shed tnj the Ihoi'ldi Hai MAHlONonA 
('iiANi)KA MrrRA Bahadur at the ('ounril Meetlna e/ the VJth h'lhrnartf, 
lUlS, 

No. aoa. 

Jiou^ldy, t.li(‘ Srja<*inhpr, USa^j. 


Till. 1 »o \ K I » o I J { K V KN I K, 

t Oft ir////^y /// . 


( » K.N'I'I.KM KN , 

111 to \;iiious oidris rpcrivcd t roin you siiui* Muicii ol last voai i o^aol ni;^' 

lli<‘ ju'o aha iidoii input ot tin* rinha nkfiiciiK hptwccii I fir I)aino<lai and Jt u jma i .* i ii 

n\pr.s, 1 lin\p at Ifii/^tli tlo* lionoui to suhmit tin' lolhiwin^’ irjifnt, and ir;^it*l in\ in 
ahilit^' to lay hptoic* ,X'ou oin* iiioip sat isl a<‘tor^ . 

‘J. Idle main ohjects ot tin* pn<]ii)T\ iii.stitut<‘d uiidci \oiii oidcis h\ l)pj»iifv 
t’ollpctor Haloi dadav Uliandra (Miatt^^rji uptp first to asifjtain I t<M*]in;js oj tin* land- 
liohlpis rc^aidin^'' tlie a ha inlonnjpnt ol tin* hunds, and sp( oinl in ohtain siiiin* idoa ot 
dn* pxteiit of tin* hpimfit on tin* oin* liainl, and of tin* injni\\ mi tin* otln*r ljlu*l\ to 
aiiNe trom that measuip. 

1 nou suhmit in original tin* j>aj>er.s ]n*low notpih and from tin* t>fl^'. ( ‘ol h'ctoi 
i»*j)ort, para 4 , it aj)p«*ars that all tin* laridliol<h*i‘s aftondod (*ifln*r ja*r.sonalh> or h; 

du*ir attoiiny h<‘loip tin* ])pj)ut\ (’olh*ptoi and ^a\«* in tin* rpfjmrod jiajn*!*- rf*;^»a i d i n^- 
tlo* pxistinj^ -^tate oi tlm coiinlrN and tln*ii nn)ti\ps (»f :n*fjuiPN(*Min*p oi othcruisn in tin* 
l»i o])o.sit]on ; and that the Dopiity (’olh*< toi personalis visited e\a*r\ villapo* to examine 
‘Is present slatt*; settled its hoiindaries in the preseine of the (ioinastas, Mandals and 
ihdyats; ineasuied and asses.sed the lands; af<eert;i i in*fl the fpiantitit*s ol 'ultivateii 


in Kiir4\\ im. 



1 


Question arid [IOth FKHRfJAKY, 


iiiid \v;ist<*; iiiid noUnl tho.Ho likely to he iuundnted and those i>ar<s which the floods 
N\ill 1 K )1 reach; and finally compared the j»apers supplied to him by the landholders and 
their agents with the result fd his own observations. This enquiry occupied him six 
!iion<hs and 24 days and has been a most laborious work which he seems to have execnted 
with much assiduity and ability. 

4. Mr. Hi<lwell, rtffp. Commissioner, suj)plied to ih(‘ Deputy (.\>lle(‘tor in flanuary 
last the form f^iv(‘n in the marpfin (shown below), in which he was to abstract all the 
inioimation he could collect. This he has done in appendix A, Nos. 1-2-d, and a few 
paiticidars may at ome-be mentioned by me. 


KXI.STINCJ STAIK OF Till, MnUZAfIs 
WincM WoCI.n BK KXI’OSKU Tn INTTNUA- 
'I ION BY KKMOVAL OF TIIF IUINI»S 


Otof h 
K'l o’Vii 


Cult 


.1 UU^,’1«' 


VVhiif 

of 

mild 

not 

l|al)lr to 
ln|n^^ t)\ 
tin* 

luutKlat ion 


\V luif 
llXtOflt 

would hr 
Mn>do to 
liiltii \ . 
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ed Beparatelv i»ud 
diBtiiiotlv lu thia 
L'uluniti. 
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b. (M 285 landholders whose ojnnion the Dejtuty Coll(‘ctoi* has recorded 110 are 
tor and 175 a^.iainst. the j»roj<*ct in view and J belic'vt' it will bi‘ found that of those 
lav(»nr<ibl(‘ to it th(‘ consent ot the majoiity is only conditional uj)on, or rather p^iven 
under the supposition of, the (lovernment indemnifying^ them for all jiossible losses. 


(). 'riu' amount ot land 

Cultivated 
Waste 
»l un^b' 


sui \e>ed by t ht‘ Dejuity 


Total art'a 


Colb'ctor is as follows:-- 
I’. K. rn. c; 
.. 407,184 8 Id 4 

47,8-10 J) 4 14 
2,075 18 12 0 

457,000 11 i:{ 18 


of w hi(4i th(‘ (‘stimated mufassal jama amounts to K s. 0,57 , 125-1 2-d, the j)robabb‘ loss 
t rtvm (‘\]»(*ct('d inundation is estimated at Ks. 85,24d4-l ami the ])i’obable gain ujion 
lands t(f b(' improved bv* alluvion Ks. 2t), 1 00- 1 4- 1 I . 

7. 4 he details ot th<*s(‘ (*stImat(“^, sh(‘vving tlo" pifdiable loss and gain of each 
village and of (nmIi landhobbu' art* shown in appendict*s 1-2-5 and 4 res])e(*tively . 

8. Tin* Deputy Collt‘ctor s])«‘aks of the* villages on the banks of the rivers as 
g*t*m*rall\ good and tertib* owing' to tin* dejiosits l(‘ft by the floods: sonn* lands yielding 
g(K>dscio]>s (d mulbt'irv at a rt*ntal ot ti to 10 rupt*(*s j)t*r- bigha; otln*rs jiulst*, va*getables, 
t*tc., at 5 to 5 rupt*es and tin* vet lowt'r sandy lands jirodutdng cut*umbers and melons 
at a r(*nlal of 2 to 5 rupet's. These high rates art* rarely obtainabh' within the 
cm banknn'nts and render it ditlicult to account ftu the objections raised to tin* jiroposal 
by tin* landlndders and he va*i v justly observes that great caution will In* retjuired m 
ostimating the t'xtent of tin* injurv whith cannot In* fairly judged of within 2 or -5 
vears and no rash engagements or ])rov isiniis should be made. lie int lines to the 
opinion that the injury will be far less and the gain tar more than is iiow^ ex]>ected. 
’This o|)inion the t )tVg. Collectoi warmly supi>orts as agreeing with the impression math* 
on his tiiind during iiis ins]K*ction ot the country in Mart h last and it entirely agret's 
with my nv\n v'i(*ws of tin* sid)ject torn it'd yt‘ars ago. 

ft. Doth officers agree in tin* nt*cessity of an enactment emjMiwering the executiv** 
oflii'eis to b*vt*l all bunds ]»ublic or piivatt* which may interfere with the sc*heme ami 
this with s])c*cial reference to para. 9 of your letter of the 1st March 1855, No. 
in vvhic'h you rcMuarked that “ the c-ountrv on the right bank of the Damodar is in some 
parts covered with a netwcirk of embankments erected by individual jiroprietors. ’ 
Upon this point T wrote in ])aras. Ki and 1 7 of my report of the 24th ultimo No. 248 
ami the subjec't has alreadv engaged vour attention and been provided for in V’our 
Draft Act. 

1(1. T find that the local enquiries of both officers have led them to the conclusion' 
that some safety valve for the surjdus water of the Damodar is urgently needed. 
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Quest i ons a 7id . 1 nstve rs . 




11. In pura. 18 of my letter just above I'itecl I mentioned havin;^ leaiiUNl that 
ii is the opinion of many intellig’ent natives that the inundations of tlie Daniodar 
use<l not to be in olden times nearly so bad as they an* nf»\v and that their increased 
ravages are attribute<l to the p:i’Ji<lual fillinj^' up of sumlrv old water-coiu s(‘s hu h use<l 
to relieve the river stream — tliat o])inion is now sn]»]>orted by the ]ud^ment ot both 
these officers. 

11?. The Deputy Collector, havinp* carefully viewed t lu* existin^^ nala^. ])ro]M)s(*s 
a eanal 04 miles lonp: and tiO feet broad. The (‘xeavated earth to lie finineil into a 
bund on each side 00 f(*et from the edpe of the canal, this <ri' in<^»^ to the flooiK a uaterwax 
of 180 feet wide. He would commence the (*anal at Sundiut t<*ej.rola or Seiu‘tee^*-olft aboxe 
llurdwan and carry it down alonp' the* ^reen dotted line in his ma]i to IhiiiMMilee ( >f this 
work b4 miles would be new, but facilitated bv the natural xx ater-eours<''N and 10 miles 
xvould be the Rora Khal already existinjr in Ilirapur but refjuirin^ (‘iilai rrement . Idu* 
ex]>ense of the work ibself which must, be <*ab-ulated by Kn'rinei'is xxould doubtless lu* 
enormous and the cost of 8,840 bi^bas of land re(|uired for it xxouhl also he ^*reat. 

18. The Officiatinjj: Collector modifies this proposal 1)\ one toi u e.m.il troni 
Rajbulhat, to Marokhana, marked red in the map which thoufudi iniu h shortei and 
<<>nsequent ly far less expensive xxould, he thinks, be e(|uallv ('ITeetual: hut if could 
lu* so <»nlv f)r mainly to its oxvn (‘xtcTit - it would not tsjually lu‘nefit the country nearei 


Hurd wan. 

14. Amdher proposal of the Officiating C^ollecdor is to r(‘o])en the old bed ol the 
l)ani(»dar from Saliniabad, on the north f>f the lToo^-hl\ district noxx kruoxn a*^ the Katia 
\adi tf» the Hoojrhly rixer i\i Tribeni. 18iis is the ])lan. xxhich xxhat 1 haxe ( asuallx 
heard on the subje(*t, leads me to think most desirable; and it xxould apait iioni the 
M'lief of inundation - be a very ^reat blessing to the internal eoniinei'ce of thes<* districts 
hv affordiiifr f>5‘fe and ('asy passa^re to the Presidency marts. 

IT). The Officiating Collector mentions having seen repairs j.’oin*^ on in llu* canal 
lu*txx(*en Kolaheria and Musreka and says it would he very adxa n taj^-eous to cairy on 
the xvork to Ivoilajjrhai, and T may heie observe that a ])roposition lepardin^ the ('iilai^e 
nient of the Bakshee khal in the Hoxvrah district has been hefoie tlie (Joxeinnicnt and 
ntav tend to the relief of the J)anH>dar. 

IC). 1 hax'(* reserved for this o])i>ortunity the transmission tf> your Hoard <8 a h‘tte! 
of the ‘JfJth Tune last, No. 182 , from the OffieiatiTi^r Colle(‘tor of Burdxxati r(‘poTtmp xxith 
ieter(*nce to your letter of the 2 hth .April last. No. 81 , the numlu'r of luiuses ;ind huts 
heixvecn the old and retired eTnbanknH*nts in his distiict. He nu‘nti(uis a ^^le.it dis 
crepnney betxveen the statements prepared by Hr. (\)lIe(’tor Ward ami Id !>(* Bourbel 
^ „ , . . , . , both havine- been to tlu* s])oi hut that of 1 >I. Dc. Ihuirlu*! 

>vii)) t )i<‘ (Jovrrii MH'iii biiruiM.'iiui would IS more likely to he ef>rre(‘t aTuI lu* (‘Xjilain*^ tnat in 

knc>N whai Ml iiiclielo and whnt lo some instanees Mr. Ward, tri^ifi^'' the name (d’ otic 

OMUI uiM.h Mr \V.,„lrt,.. not villafTO only, inrl.i.lo.l tl.o ),a).i(;.(ions <'on.,.tis.'.) in 


several . 


17. Tit. l)e Bourbel re]>orts the total number f>f houses and huts to he t)20 and of 
inhabitants 2(1,485 but the (TfT^-. Colh*etor, Mr. Voun^, thouj^ht that the population 
inie'ht safely he estimated at 4fh02fi accoidin^ io the fr)llowin|:r Jthsfracf : 



U<*Hi(l(*nee 


Snppr>H<Ml hy Lt I )e 

PuiirlM-I lo 


8y 

Ml. You Ilf.; 

1.84 

Pukka luuiHcH 


5 

670 

(rr 

15 

2,010 

8,807 

Larpe hutB 


5 

19,0,85 

(a 

8 

;U)’456 

291 

Small huts 


8 

878 

(a 

fi 

1,716 

1,969 

r.,201 

Mat blits 

(S 

8 

5,907 

26,485 

d, 

(i 

I I,8].l 

46,026 


18. In reviewin^^" t.h<* whole sxdijeci I c.aiinot but- admit that xeix cf»n vuh'i a hie 
injui’v will be caused bv g’ivin^ up the embankments, that ^reat f*\]iense must he horne 
h\ the State, in paying for such portions of that injury as may be found fnnlx <dia i ;jeahh‘ 

it.; and that excessive annoyance will arise in the investigation of tbe 
el.'iinis that will be made and for the instant irix est ij.rntion of 

"hif*h a thoroup’lily effieient estaldisbment must be maintained as tlu* T?exf*rMu* officer xx ill 
he utterly unahle to undertake tbe xvork and delay xvill be ruinous. Indeed f thinK 
that a lef^islative enaedment xxill be recjuir<*d to enforee tlie brin^j^in^,;- forxxard f>f eJaims 
for compensation within six months at farthest of the date of injurx : as if thi*- he md 
done, no means of estimating the darnajjre on the spf>t will he axailahle and aftei the 
lapse of years claims mav be brought forxxard xxdiir*b it xx ill be erpiallv im])OHsihle t/> 
I’rfute and inexpedient to pay. 

19. 1 have never regretted so niueli as now the absence of a t luirmijfhlx' frond 
survey of this part of the eountr>'. Had the revenm* survey her*n completed tlie data 
afforded h\' it mi^^ht he eoin]iared by the survey offi<*.ers year by year with the state of 
Ihe country after eaeli inundation and a .satisfactory estimate of the jirofit and Ios« 
obtained. 
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Quest ions and Answers. 


[19th Feihutaky, 


hrid^o 

«Mi the Sarn- 

Seraj^iiiij 

Itai^ny. 


ijO. IWiI KC) much may he .sai<l against the scliemc and so great difficult ie.> 

me evidcntl\ to l)c encountered, I stil]? lioi)e it may he undeiTuken in the heliet that, 
if it h(* so, with due ])re<‘aution it will in the end I)rf)^ e iminensely heneficial and 1 
would til us state hot li sides of t.he ease. 

First. — 'Idle Deputy (d>lle<‘tor estimates tlie loss at Rs. 8o, 241-14-1 and 

tlie gain at J{s 2(i, 1 (i!El4-ll , sfiowing a 
1 Huj.po^r fhi^ e>-uu)aie lebitf- to deficit ot Rs. 5(M )7 1 -1 5-2 , hut the Maharaja 

HTid ovjl 1 jkel \ 1o:iii«« \«•arl»^ v^ar for norno ff \\ yoar*' i i r ‘ m>< lo lii 

! ill al In V ife I (lopoKU h sli.i 1 Ihn v< t.ii“^**| t hr j.o nrral U*vfl ^d iMlldwail aloiie JiaVs Its. *) < ,*>,^4- I >.-1 1 f pf*l 
of the* coiuitrs annum on account oi einhanknients wdiicli 

need no longer he kept uji and thus the esti- 
mated loss j)a\ahle4)y (iovernment will he very nearly cov(‘refl. 

Thoug'h the emhankment ofiiceis may he otherwise* emjiloyed, a large 
<*st.ahl isliTiMUit will still lx* rexjuireel loi* some* yi'iiis to reiioit upon tin* state (d the countiv 
aft(‘r each rainy season and tlie sum yiaid f>y the Maharajsi for emhankments will In* 
swallowed up h\’ yiayments toi injuiies sustained, hut this will cease after a tew yeais, 
whilst tin* paynn*nt of the ^fahaiaja, if the (hnernment reimhurse the losses, giving 
tln*m (the \!aliaraja and his patanidars) all the gain, must lie ])t‘rpetual — although tin* 
hund o!iginall\ maintained hy it may hi* done away. If there he any doiiht on tin* 
subject, it, must he nn‘t hy a new law, whicli will hut siipjiori tin* sidi* of Justici*^ foi tin* 
(to\ t*rnm(‘nt ma\* fairly say to tin* Raja : 


“ It IS ti'uc that \ ou engaged tf» pa\ Rs. 57.- »2 1-1 2-10 annually lor tin* s]n*cifi< 
])ur])osc (d‘ ke(‘j)ing uji hv ( lo\ <*1 nnn‘nt officeis t he (*mha nknn'nts miu w I'n* ^ornn*ll^ (ddig(*d 
to k(‘e]) lyi \ouiself. The arrangement was made lor \ oin* heiiefit and not for ouis, hut 
long ('X p»*i n*nc(* has now show n t hat tin* i*mha nknu‘nts m‘ver ha v<* given and n(‘\ei can gi\e 
fin* desln*d s(‘curit\ . It ish(‘lie\ed that tln‘ir ahandonment will jihna* you ev(*ntuall\ in 
a far hetter position than that in w hich \ ou now aie. Tin* Stati* will h{*ai all tin* los^ 
you will i(*a]) all tin* gain, ])a\ ing neither more nor less than hith(‘rto.” 

I'liird. T liave said aho\e that the want oi a r(*\enue sui\e\' is to In* deploied. 
hut lit. DiekeiTs note of the 2Hth Nov(*mh(‘r 1854 shows that the Mxccutixi* (ffliei'is h.i\e 
mo*‘t (*lahoiat«* ealeiilations of the \ar\ing le\els of tin* whole coiintTW afV(*eted and lioni 
those calculations, the oflieers in the D.F.W. alrea<l\ intimatel\ ac(|uaint(*d with the 
countiw and assist(*d h\ Re\enue < Iffieers with tin* aid of tin* statements now suhmitt(*<l 
h\ the Dc])uty f\)lh‘ctor ma\' ohfain each s(‘ason a \ery closi* a pyuoximation to the amount 
of loss and gain that has o<*curie<l. Provided always, as T have s.aid aho\(*, that a 
law In* passed reipi iring al 1 claims for loss to he prefeired within six nr even threi* months 

Fourth . — It is greatly to he lameiiteil tliat injur\ to the hous(*s or crop‘^ oi* lands 
<d tin* p<*o])h' cannot altogf*thei he avoided and may In* \ery great Rut I firmly heln'\e 
it will In* tai' h‘ss than has heen contemplated and it is to he renn*mln*]ed that thi^ 
s( ln*me will not expose wliat has hitherto heen safe oi’ only in very f(*w instain’(*s I 
have alwa\s regarded the ]>rot<‘ction of the hunds as next to nominal. Trust iiig to them, 
houses ha\(* he(*n huilt and croyis 5f>w n and cattle ])(*nned and human heings located 
when* the\ would not haM* he(*n hut for the huTid : tin* hund has Inirst and all under 
its shadow ha\e heen swept awa\. Whereas in jilaces naturallx' (*xj)osed and m)t aiti- 
fieiall\ protected the same amount (d inundation does no harm, hut g*ood. The yieoph* 
know that they must expect it^ — ^tln*iT' houses aie therefon* huilt and theii' catth* ki*]d 
on high syiots out of its ?>‘ach and the low lands ai’<* yilaiited only with di‘\’ wa*ather’ 

< ro])s or with i ici* which will risi* with tin* wat(*r. When the existing hunds are 
(h'lindisln'd tin* people therehv affected will heiome equally cautious, ;ind iu\ firm 
hi'lief is that for ev<*rv higha of land permanently in jui ed at least tw o will lx* ]x*rma n(*ntl \ 
iuiprov(*d. 

21 Sinct* I wrote tin* aliovc, T luni* i(‘ceiv(*d hack from tin* Officiating Colh'c tor 
the einlosuies Nos. 1 to 8 in a greatlv imyii'oved form. Idiey w eie so confuseil as to 
lx* almost unintell ig ihle, hut T tiusf that the additions and alterations which ha\e 
heen made in accordance w ith m\ sugg(*st ions have* rendered tln*m so much more jilain 
and ('asy of r<*ference that- tln*y will lx* found reall\ valuahle and may oht iin for the 
Deyiutv (’ollector tin* credit he ajijiears to me to deservi*. 


1 liave, (*tc. , 

(Sd). K. Tf. Klltot, 

Cft /nnnssion rr. 


the llorFble Ki mah Siuh Siikkii \kks\vah Uw : — 

XXVITI. Will the (lOveriUHeut he pleas<'d to state the re. ultof iht' 

investigations in connection with tin' proposed bridge near Jhaul Bazar on 
thc.Snra Sera jgan j Railway ? 

(b) Is it a fact that so early as the yeai* 1915 the (Jovernnient received 
n'eoinmendations from the Superintending Engineer of the Northern Circle 
and also from other local authorities for the construction of the said 
bridge? 



1918 .] (^tlrsfioFis and 

{c) Are the Government aware of the hardship to which the local public 
are put owing to the obstruction of natural waterways l>etwetm Scrajgan j 
and Dilposaron the S;u a Sera jgan j Railway ? 

{d) Arc the Government conUunplal ing any actiori in this inatt^u ludon* 
the next rains set in ? 


\nswer l>v the Thai bh^ Mn ('owij:v* ~ 

“ {a) Investigation has slK>\Nn that a 20 IWt span culvert is mnessiirv 
i»eai‘ Jhaul Bazaj'. 

{b) Yes. 

{(') G(>\ernment are aware that waterways and headways, amply siifh 
cieni for the count ly loat trallic (if this part of the country aiul for a(h‘ 
<|uate and (‘Oicient drainag(‘ of th{‘ ari'as afTiated by tli(‘ railway emliank 
nient, are of vital importance to the welfare of tlu^ inhabitants and ellicituit 
sanitation. On iuv(‘stigat ion, ( Jov(U*nnu‘nt aie <if opinion that to s(H'urt» tin* 
above (‘onditions, an incivase of headway under the Ichamati Riv(‘r Bridge 
iindei’ th!'(a‘ small (‘ulvcrts, Nos. 2 S^ II 2 and •!/, and tht‘ c oust ruct ion ol a 
20 feet cuUert near Jhaul Bazar is necessarv and have a(‘(*ordingly r(‘com 
miaidiH] thest‘ im))rovements to the Railway Board. 

{(t) An (MKjuiry has r(H‘ently lK*en made fiom the Railway Board win the/ 
tlu' cul\ert near Jhaul Bazar is likely to be complet(‘d Ixdon* n<‘.\t Hood 
s(‘ason, A r't‘ply lias not yet Uxai r(‘C(‘i\(‘d.” 


Hy the llondile Kt^mau Suih Sui.kiiakks war R\v — 

XXIX. ((/) lias the atUmtion of th(‘ (Jovinaiuumt drawai txi tiu* 

alUygations of opjirwsion ma.de against tlu* polic<‘ during tla^ inf|iiiry in 
(‘onn(‘C't ion with Z/J/ looting cums-^ in liangpiii**^ 

{b) Are the (ioviMiiment considering the* dc^si raid I ity of instituting an 
<*n<|uir\ into tln^ alh'gatioris against tlie poliix*? 


Answer by the Ilon'ble Mr. Ki:rr • — 

" ((/) and {b) Yhe Ilon'ble Member is refcu’nal to tin* /eply givcui to 
(jiiestion No. XXXII ” 


By the Iloidble Mr. Altaf Am : — 

XXX. Will the Government be p]eas(‘<J to state why the Junior 
Aladrassa at Raj'^hahi is under the control of th(‘ Principal of tin* Ita jshahi 
( 'ollege, whik' some other institution.s in th(‘ same comj>ound are under th<‘ 
control of the Insptxdor of Schools^ 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mu. () VIallky : — 

“ It was decided in 1883 to aboUdi th(‘ Rajshahi Madrassa, f>ut in 1HK4, 
m consequenct^ of a rej) resen tati on from the Muhammadan infiabi't ants of 
Rajshahi requesting that the junior classc\s should ]h‘ maintained iti conneo 
tion witii the college, the retention of the classtis w^as sanetion(3d on the under 
standing that they were to be treated a.s a branch of the Rajshalii ('olk^ga. 
The Madrassa was atx'ordingly plat^Ml under the control of the Princijial of 
the college, and he has continued to exercise control over it u[) to the prest^nl.” 


I |»ol|( (* 

(‘HHlOll III 

c'oliiKM’t mil wit li 
htH limtiii^' 


JiMiiKi Madl'iiMHi 
Ht kujHtialii 
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Questions and Anstoers. 


[19th Fkbruarv, 


TranHuctiorjh m 


aiKi full 
loot 111^ i-as«>H 


Special TrilmnalM 
for hdi looting 
cnaea. 


Jiy the Hoirhle Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhitri : — 

XXXI. (a) Are the Government aware that the jute dealers in 
Ifiei r transac tions with the jute mills are invariably obliged to employ brokers ? 

(/>) Are the (Jovt^rninent considering whether any arrangements can be 
made for the jiurchase of jute diriK^t from jute-growers without the interven- 
tion of broktMs, as is being done* at Naugaon in connection with the sale of 
[fdnjaT 

Answer by the Iloirble Mk. Donald : — 

“ {(i) Government are aware that it is the usual practice for jute mills 
to make their purchases of jute through the medium of brokers. 

[b) Government are not considering the matter at present ; they previ- 
ously mad(‘ an exhaustive encjuiry into the functions of the agencies Ihrougfi 
whose hands jute passers between the cniltivator and the mill, and had (“ome to 
the conednsion that a satisfactory system of co-oju'iative sale had not y(‘t been 
devised.” 

By th(‘ lioir[)l(‘ Mk. M Ashraf Ali Khan Ghattdhi ri ; — 

XXXIl. (c/) Are the (Jovernmeni aware of the allegations made 
against the police* lliat af‘tc*r the recent looting of the hats in Northern and 
I'hisicrn Bengal, they (‘xtorted c‘onsiderab]c* sums of money from villagers, 
t fire*ate*ni ng arre'st if not paid? 

(/>) Are' the ( iove*rnme*nt c'ontemplating the appoint me*nt of a ('ommitteM* 
consisting oT Iniih otlicials and non-othcials — 

(/) to inquire into the c‘ase\s of such extortion and opi)ression alle*g(*d 
to have Ix'cm committed by the ))olice; 

('/) to inquire* into the c‘ause*s of the* looting; and 
(///) to suggc*st re*me*dies for the* preve*ntion of such ocxairrences in 
futu re? 

Answer by the lIoiTble* Mr. Kkrr : — 

{(i) Yes. Government have elirec'lcul inquiries to he made into all 
the -peeilic, allegations whicdi have C‘ome to their notie'e, and have iini)ressevi 
upon Gommissieiiiers and Distiict Oflicers the nec'essity lor prompt iiives 
tigation by re'sponsible oflicers into any specific charges that may be brougiit 
{b) No ca^e for such action has so far been established.'’ 

dill* llon’hle^ JMk. M. Ashkaf Ali Khan (hiAruHi Ki askeel the follenving supple- 
me ntary (]Ue*stie)n : — 

‘‘Are the (K)ve>riiment aware that poor pe^asants are afraid and generally 
do not come' forward to bring criminal proce'celings against the jolice ? ” 

'riie Hoii’l»lc Sir Hknkv Whlklkr r(*plit‘d : — 

I am not prepared to answer siieh a geiim*al qin^stion eith(M- in the 
affirmativt* or in the m^gative.” 

By the lIcHi'ble Mr. M Ashraf Alt Khan Chatjdhuri : — 

XXXTll. {a) Will the Government be ple.^sed to state the reasons 
which led the Government to appoint Special Tribunals under the Defence 
of India (Criminal Law Amendn ent) Ac t, 1915, to try tlie re ent Aa^-lcx)ting 
cases ? 

{b) Are the Government aware that the trial of these c*ases of crime by 
Special Tribunals and the consequent curtailment of the right of appeal have* 
given rise to a gcx)d deal of indignation and resentment amongst the public ? 

(r) Are the Government c*ontemplating the abolition of the Special 
Tribunal Courts and the trial of these cases by the ordinary criminal courts? 



1918.] ' Quest zo7is and Ansioers. 

Ansvver by the iron'l)le Mr. Kerr : — 


ni 


“ {(t) roRsoR was the necessity of c-heckinjj; rtvent outbreaks of law- 

lessness l)v bringing the ofi’enders to speedy trial and of avoiding congestion 
of business in the ordinary courts. 

{h) (jiovcrnnient havt' s(hmi CT‘it icdsins in soint^ (juarttu's of tlu' appointment 
of tliese tribunals, but they an' not prepared tt> aii'ept as cont'ct the gtMU'ial 
inienuici' suggesteil by th(' (juestion. 

(c) No.’’ 


Bv tlie Tlon’bh' B\nr Akhii. (’ii\nm)R\ Dai'i a : — 

XXXIV. Will the (lOvcTiunent le phrased tx) make a statinu'iit as lo m 

1 he steps actually iK'ing tak('n to fimIucc the price of salt in Bengal ^ I ' lii Hi 


Answer by tht' Ilon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

St('])s art' being takmi in accordaiuv w ith rule 11 .1 (d‘ the Didtuux' of 
India (Consolidation) RuK‘s, with a \iew to fixing t h(‘ inaxinuiin pi‘ic('s at 
which salt may be sold.” 


B>y the IIoiTblc B\iui Aktiil ('handra Dxtta : — - 

XXXV. Will tilt' (io\(‘rnm('nt b(‘ pl(‘as(‘d to lay on tlu^ labh* a stat<‘nu‘n( ou.mmvh a-uiiiMt 
sliowdng th(* muiibt'r and the* natiiix* of tin' criminal cas(‘s for o/huuM's com- 
niitt(M] against, the pro\isionsof tin* salt law in Bc'ngal 

(c/) bctw(*<‘n tlu' dale of tlie enhancement of tin' salt tax in Mai'cln 
191(i, and August, 1017, and 

(/>) b(‘tw(*(‘n S('pt('mb(‘r, 1917, and .Januaiy, 191H, togctlic?’ with the 
dat(‘s on which t h(‘ cas(‘s w(‘r<‘ insl it ut('d 


Answer by the' Ilon’ble Mr. Donald: — 

A slatc*mc*nt giving tlie infoianation aske<l foi* will h(‘ laid on tiaj table 
at a, subsccjuenl mcu'ting of tin* Council.” 


By the HoTri)l(‘ Baiut Akiiil Chandra Datta : — 

XXXVI. (a) 1h it a fact that the (ioviunimait have* rcccdvcal appli.a t.,r. ui 

tions from certain persons for permission to manufacture salt? ^iit i.> private 

(h) If so, will the (Government t)e ph'asc'd U) staU‘ the names of thi* apj)li 
cants and thc' place's whore they propose to ma nu fact uit' salt ? 

(c) What ordc'rs, if any, have b(‘<'n passed on such a |>|)]ications y 

(d) Will the (loverniiR'iit l)e pk'ased to lay on the table co[>i(‘s of such 
Rptdications ? 

(c) Have any orders been passed on the application of Abdul Barik Ilai 
of Noakhali referre<J to in unstarred qu(‘stion No. XXXVJ by the* Ilon’ble 
Babu Brojeiidra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri at the meeting of the Council of the 
'•=?2nd January last? 



Questions and Ansieers, 


[ 19 th fVjmnARV, 


H2 

Ansvv(‘r l)y tlie fl(>ri’l)le Mr. Donald : — 

{n) Yes. 

(/>) A])f >lications were re<:*eive(l hy (government from the followinj]^ gentle- 
men lor permission to manufaeture salt in the districts mentioned aj^ainst 
1 heir names : — 

(1) Babns Siirendra (dnindia (ihosal and Digendia Chandra 

(ihosal — (Uiitt agong. 

(2) Babn Mohendra Chandra (ihosal. — Chittagong. 

(‘d) Alxlnl Barik Tlaji, of Iluddakhali. — Noakhali. 

It is undersbKHl that the Collector of Chittagong has also re<*eived other ap{)li- 
catiiais which are under his consideration. 

{(') 'rh(‘ a])])lic*a.t ions rtH cived by Oovernment wc^reof rather a vague (‘harac 
te)-, and the ap|)licants wen* ther(*for(‘ n^qnested to further ('xamine then 
l)roposals in (oirsultation with the (‘X])eit staff, and then to AiiU' whethc]* 
they still d(*si?‘cd to pro<*e(‘d As no dehidtc* reply has y(*t Ix'en n*c(‘ived, im 
orders have* b(M‘n ])ass(‘d on the* appi ic'ations, with the ex(*(‘]>tion of that ol 
AImIuI Barik Ilaji. 

(d) Copies of the a})plications rec(dv(*d by (lovernment are ]>Ia(*cd on tlx 
tat)l(* 

(c) Tlu' Commissioncu* <d‘ Chittagong 7‘(‘j(H*te<l tlu^ application.’' 


C(f/u’es of (I pjdicol ions referred to in the ansnu^' hi/ the Honlde Mu. Donald 
to question No, A A. VC/, asked hi/ the Hoidhle Baiut Aktiiu (diANouA 
Dat'I'A at the Council ineetinq of the VJth February, FJIS. 

To ruK ( kn.i,K( roK, 

( It i(t . 


'flu* lnnii])l(‘ })(‘titioii of Suo‘iulra (’liuiulia (dins:il 
aiul ])i^(uulia (’liaiulra (diosal, s(nis of ?saiul.» 
Kuiuar (ihosal, Jiierchaiit s, Statlua ILkuI, 


M(»sr HKsi*K( 'l l iTMA siiKwirm : — 

1. 'that \our hiiiiihh* jM‘titionors juv iiujiorters of Sjiaidsli, Adon aiul iVnf Saul 
salt ill ( ’liitta^-oiif^*. 

‘J. 'that owiiiu- to tlu‘ want t>f toiina^o (waasionod hy the wai', youi ImiiiMe 
jud it loners aie feeling* ^reat ditlieiilty in ohtainiiif^* supply from the a])ov(*-said jdaces 

a. That the pri(“e of salt lias ahnorinally inereased onn inj^* to the aho\i‘-said reason 
and tlu'i’i* is IikeIih<K)-d of further inereaso. 

t. Diat till* jiriee has ^oiu* iij) so higdi at jirestuit. that it is necessary in the inteiest^ 
ol the puhlie that Irxad manufacture of salt should la* allowed at once. 

f). 'fhai your piditioners have resources enough to manuiiudure salt at (’h itta^i*!*^ 
on a lai'^e scalt*. 

t). That your petitioners are willing to abide by all terms and conditions thnt 
may be imjiosed by your lionoui for the manufacture of salt in Cliittaj^vmo*. 

It IS, thi'iefon*, humbly jirayed that your honour will be ])lease<I to ^rant the 
jietitioneis license to luanufai tuie salt in Chittagong on reasonable terms, and lor this 
your jietit loners shall I'vei jiray. 


(TlTTr.\(iONU, 

7h(' 3Uth i\(> VC inJper, 1U17 , 


SURENT)11.\ ClLANDR \ (illOS.AI.. 
1 )i(;enuk\ Chandra Ghosai.. 



11)18.] Questions and Anstrers. 14.*^ 

Dated Cliitta^rong , the (iih Decomber, IJUT. 

Droni — Maliendra Cliandra (iliosal aiul Kainkamal Kainballax Slialia, 

To — Tile Oolloctor of the Cliitt^i^onp* Divisio.ti. 

\Vt‘ he”* 1 <> hrin^ to your kind iiotiee that our firm is .1 \ ^ rrspoct.ihh* and lon^ 
standing one in tliis <iistrict and has been dealiti^jr in siiit toi (JO \ rars last, ami has a \«‘t\ 
e.xtensivi" l)Usiness in this line, not only in this district, but also all over Mast IhMi^al 
and Assam. We hjive so lon/;^ been imj)orting- salt directl\- Irom hbiroiie and snj»})l\in^ 
file markets till tin* btst year. Dut t>\vin^ to the dangers and ditlictdtn's created !>> tin* 
war and want c>f vessels tind means of tiaiisport , it has ik)\\ beeonn* almost iin]»]act icahle 
to impfut sjdt from Kurop«*an jK>rts and (*v<‘n filun A(h‘n, so that the ])ri( e (d salt has 
no^^ been excessively raistMl and the jmblic* }iav<‘ liet'ii ^-reatlN alVi‘<*tt*d theieb\ It is 
thus tearc'd that in no very distance of time it will la* wi'll-nip-h impossible to obtain 
any su])])ly and m(*et tin* demands of the marki'ts. 

Tender tin* above ciieumstances W(* aie desii*ous of manufact urinj^ salt- in ( "h it I a^onp , 
which. bein^»- a sea-jK>rt- town, is ad vanta^emis for the jnirjKist* and is sine to \ leld an\ 
ijuantity td' salt, from the .sea-water. We may briii”- to \oui‘ kiml notice that sail was 
extensively manufactured in (diitta^onp' for a vi'i-v' hni” tinn* undei ( io\ <‘i n ineid 
nia naf 4 'enn*nl , and it was about 1858 that the manufaidure was d isc<njt i n ued . 

We, t}n*r(*f()re, be^ to re(iu<*st the favour of your kindly r(‘commendin^- tin* lau al 
^^o^(*rnment to p^rant. us license to manufacture salt in (Mi itta”on”\ for' whnh we aic 
]cad\ to pay tin* requisite* fe‘es and txfln*!- (har^^es arnl abide b\ the rules that nia\ be 
frann*d b\' ( io\ ern nn'iit , and to ju'oe ure* us tin* said ln <*ns<‘ ]u a\<‘d im to <*nahh* us to 
commence tin* work as soon as jitKssible, .so that tin* juna* ed salt ma\ he leeluce-d h\ 
\\hi(*h tin* ])ublic may be (*xtremely lH*nefit(*<l , and for this act (d kindm*ss we shall he 
e\cr p’rateful. 


ioii of ihv fuhtirtn c/ Atxt ul Hunk Hnji. 

1, Abdul Ihirik ITaji, son of late* Aminuelelin Miaji, <d 1 1 udela k ha 1 1 . pol ice*-sl a t ion 
Sandi]», be^»* most re*spect f ul 1 v to state that the* inorelinate* rise* in the* piice* ed salt ]>r(‘\ent.s 
the 1 n habit a n Is of Sandij) from buyinpthat aitnle*. 1 humbl\ submit that I can apre'e* 
to s<‘II salt at Sarnlij), (Miai' Hadu and (Miar* Snldhi at- one* anna ]»e‘r se*e*i- foi- ten \e*ars and 
to pay ( io\ (‘rnm(*nt duly rate* of Hs l, 0 ()t) j>e*r- annum. I, tln*r<‘fore, ]>ra\ that 

T may be* ^»*rant(‘d ])(*rmission to manufacture* arnl se*ll salt a1 Sandip, (Miai' Hadii, (Miar’ 
Siddhi and ot ln*r ])lae‘(*s on an ap're*e*ment foi* te*n ve*ai*s arnl to pa\ ( io\ e'r ri me*n t an annual 

duty of lbs. 1,000. 


(Sd .) A nor I. lUn i k 


J'hr 4ih J )frr uiJ)cr 1f)17 . 


By tlio lloij’hlo Dahu Akhil Chandka IIatta *- 

XXX VTI. (ft) Will th(‘ (iovcrninont la' {)le;isc‘(] to staU* wlitd-lK^r th(‘y 
have* issued any circular or ordiu* to the excise authoritie s askiu^r them not to 
l>rosecute ])('uj)le for the manufacture of s«alt for doiii(‘stie eoiisuinption ^ 

{h) If so, when was that circular <u- ordt'r issued { 

(c) Will the Government f>e jrleased tx> lay the sain<‘ on tin* tahh‘ ' 


Answer by the lloidblc Mit. Donald : — 

(rt) It is correct that instructions were issued to iIk' Salt I )(‘[)a rtnient 
that, [rending further orders, the manufacture of .^alt on a small scale and 
f>rirnarily for [rersonal and domestic consurnjrtion might he ignored. 

(b) On the 11th December, 1917. 

(r) The pur{)ort of the orders is cited alxrve; the letter itself was cordi 
deiitial and addressed to the (T^rnmissioner of Excise and Salt, and Gov- 
ernment do not [rropose to lay it on the table.’' 


iiljir 

mill 

iiiaiiii fnclurf. 
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Questions and Anstoers. 


[19th Fkbroarv, 


A rase nndrr 
fleelion IK) of 
tile Oriiiiirial 
l^rocoijurc Coil*'. 


By tho H()iri)l(‘ Batut Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

XXXVI IL (a) Has tho attention of the (lovernrnenf l>een drawn to m 
ease? under section 110 of the Code of Criminal Proce lure decided by Mr A 
T. Mukharji Fifth Presidency Majxistrale of Calcutta, against on'‘ Par ini 
eswar and twenty-six other carters? 

(/>) What was the total mnnbc*r of witnesses examined in that cas(' both 
for the Crown and for the (h^feiice? 

(r) Ts it a fact that the al)ove-nam(Hl MagistraU' was specially de])iite(l 
for tlie trial of tliis case, and that tlie case draggl'd on for one year and five 
months? If not, how long flid the trial last? 

(f/) Is it a fact that all the accused have been acquitted? 

(e) Ts it a fact that the Magistrate came to the finding T iinhesiUj 
tingly consid(‘r that the ac*cns(Ml are not< tli(^ kind of men to bi'. dealt with 
und(‘r s(H‘tion 110 of tlu' Cod(‘ of thuTninal Pi-ocM'dure ?” 

(/) What is th(‘ total amnnnt of the cost incurred by the (ioV('rnment to?* 
the prosecution of this ense? Ts it a fact that over Rs. 40,000 has Ix' ai spruit 
by the (Joveinment \\\ this case'*^ 

{(f) Ilow much was sprmt on account of fess paid to the lawym’s for 
conducting the prosecaition and how much for pr-ocairing the attendancr’ and 
('vid(*nc(‘ of the witnessc's for the Ci-own ? 

(//) Have tlu*^ (government instituted any inquiiw as to wh(dh(‘i’ there 
w(M(‘ any justifiable grounds for starting the [)ros(‘cution ^ 

(/) If not, are tlu^ (iovernment considering tlH‘ d(\sirability of 
making such imiuiry ? 

(/) Ar(‘ th(' (iovernment cm)sidi‘ring tlu' desirability of taking sm li 
steps as may be considered maessary to prevent such ])T‘osecut ions in futuic' ^ 

(/r) Is then' any ruU' or ciia ular fixing the maximum cost which may be 
iiuairnal by the (Joveiainuait in this class of case? 

(/) If not, ar(‘ tlu' (loveiaimmit considering the desirability of laying 
down a laile fixing sucdi maximum ? 

Answm* by the lloifbU' Mu Kruu : - 

“ (a) Yes. 

(/)) Three liundn'd and sixty two for tho jirost'culion and fi\c hundied 
foi‘ I In' def ene>e. 

(r) Some of the acaaised ap|>earcd before the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
on August l^th, IhlO, and the others on various dates in August and Seiitem- 
Ihm’ The case was made over to Babu Ashutosh Mukharji on Septcmlx'r 
25th Tilt' lu'aring was finished on Novemln'r 13th, 1917, and Judgment was 
passed on January 21st, 1918. 

(rf) All the acc'used have Ix'di discharged. 

(c) Tlu' Magistrate said : — ‘ I unhesitatingly come to the conclusion that 
these accused are not the men who should be dealt with under sections 110 and 
ilS, Criminal Procedure Code.’ 

(/) and ((f) A sum of Rs. 14,000 was spent on Vakils' fees and Rs. 973 
on prejiaring the brief. Particulars regarding the other expenscx> in^ urrtd 
in the case are not at j>resent available 

(//), (/) and (j) Tile Commissioner of Police is lieing asked for a report 
on the case, and the matter will be further considered when hie reply 
received. 

(A:) No 

(/) The cireumstances of different ca^es may vary so greatly that it is 
not a [^parent how any such general maximum cx>uld suitably be imposed 



1918.] (^h(ei^f{o?is (tJifi A?is//H*rs. 1 !,»') 

By the Hon'hle Bahi^ Akhil CiiANnHA Datta • — 

XXXIX. Will the (ioverrmieDt he |)lf‘n-e(l to lay on the tatle the \ 
stalenK'iit iiiadt* In Aiiatli Handlui (/haiidliurv ot the lh>]e|)Uf SelhHd in 
eonsequence of which he was arrested (n the :2nd lU'ccMiiher last, ii'nler 
Rule 12 A of the Defence of India Rules, as n eniioned ir» the 
issued by tlu' Government 'f 

Answc'i* by the IloiTblt' ^Ik. Ki:hh 

Government do not consider it desirable to lav tin' statiunent, on th- 

table.’’ 


B\' th(‘ HoiTblr Baiut AKtiir Giiandha Datta • 

XL. (o) Are the Govcrnnuuit aware that the districi (T Liojiria Maiaua m 
was hith(‘i to riTuarkably fret' fi'oia malaria i ’ri).|.rra 

(h) Jsit a fact that for somt‘ t ime past sevtu'al | )a r'l s of Li | )| K*ra haxebetei 
contaminated by malaria ? 

(r) lias the attention of the (lovernnuMit been drawn to tlx' fact tliat 
malaria is makiiif]!; steady projj^ress in Li|)|>(U*a ? 

{(/) Hav(‘ tlu' Goverijimmt ijistihitcd atiy iiujuiry as to the causes of iIk' 
spixMd of malar-ia in ddppera/^' 

(c) if so, will the (lovernnuuit 1 h‘ phaised to state' th(‘ r(\sult of the' 
inciuii'y '( 

(/) If not, will the (Joveunnumt Im* |)l('as<‘d to stat<‘ whi‘th('r then' are 
considering; the* dtvsi ral)ility of instituting such an imjuiry ? 

((f) What ste'ps, if any, are' the ( Jovetnintmt takinj^ to arrc'st the* comsc* of 
mala ria in Lippera 

Answtu' b\ the' Ilon'ble Mn. O'MAia.KV : 

“ ((f) Yes. 

(ff) and (r) Malaria appears to Ih‘ on tla^ increase in s nu' parts of 0\r 
dist rict. 

(r/) No. 

(e) This f|U('stion d(K‘S not arise. 

(/) and ((/) Public health is primarily a duty ol’ the Distaict Jk>ard and 
in flune. 1917, the Board was ur^ed by the Sanitary Gommissionei' to take 
anti-malarial nuaisinc's (ioNerniiKUit will inst 1 1 ut.(' a n in(juir\' if the* District 
Board will c()-o])erate ” 

By the Ilon'ble I>Am: Akhfl Guaxdra Datta : — 

XLI. Will th('. Goxer'nment Ih‘ pleastal to skite the nurnl er <'f i,y \m1.i 

human bein|j;s and cattle killed in Benj^al <Iurjiej; (‘ach of the last hv<‘ yca'U's 
by tij^ei’s and otheu* w ild animals ? 

Answer by tlu' IIoiTble Mn. Ki:uu; — 

“ The hguies for the years 1912—1910 arc* ^i\eu below. The for 

1917 are not yet available'. After tlie \e-ar 1915 the e/)mpilation of returns 
showing the number of cattle destroyed by wild animals was disex>ntinu(‘d 
under the orders of the (h Acrnment of India : — 




Human Ix'inrrH 

Cattle 

1912 


... 40H 


1913 


... 29a 

5,022 

1914 

*■ . . . 

... m2 

4,750 

1915 


... 423 

4,185 

1916 

... * ... 

... 367 




(,Ui(’Hfit)ns (inti Answers. 


[iDrn Fkhkoakv. 


AfliiiiniHJral ion 
of tlin AriiiH Art . 


Krintopnr 
(vHMul and ( hr 
Jot Ml ( iarlli 

hha. 


1 ifi 

By lli(‘ Baht! Akhil Chandka Datta : — 

XLII. (^/) Will the (fovernment he })lea-se(] to slate whether they have 
r‘(‘C(*i v(h 1 nnv eonumniicMtieii or instruction from the (jiovernmertt of Intlia 
to ^ove efleet to the deehiration ('f His Exeelleney the Viceroy thnt all racial 
disabilities in connexion with the administration of the Arms Act will be 
1 emoved ? 

(fj) If so, will the Gov(M‘nment Ix' ])lcased to state what these instrue 
t ions are, and to lay tlie sanu' on t he talde ? 

(r) Has there Ixhui, aftm* the a foreTtientioned (h^elaration of Ilis Exeeb 
leney the Viceroy, any eorr(\s|)ondenee Ix'tween the (Jovernment of Benc^al 
and th(‘ (jovi^rnnKmt of India on tla^ siibjec'tof the removal of the disabilities 
and rest lietions wbieh now apply to the Indians in the matter of arms? 


Answ(‘r by I be iron’l)l(‘ Mn. Kkkh : — 

“ Eh(‘ \ iews of the ( iov(‘rnm(‘iit of Bengal ( Ti this (|uestion wriv sub 
mitt(‘d to t,b(‘ (Jovoriinuait of Indin ludbn' His ExeelU'ncy the Viceroy itdei* 
red to the matter in his speech in the Imperial Tx\<j:islative Goiineil on the 
nth Se|)tember, 1017. Since that date no iurther communication has been 
r(‘eeiv(‘d Ihom tlu* ( Joveinnxait of India on the subjtvt. Govtunment are 
not pr(^pa,r(‘d to lay the correspondence on the table/’ 


By tlu‘ Ilon’bk' lUitn Akhil Ghanoka l)\'rd'A : - 

XLIII. (^/) Is it a fact that datra (!achi ’ />////, about b niih's laist of 
(Vabaitt.a, used to yield a l;*oo<1 paddv ( rop a tew years ajj^o '' 

(/>) Is th(‘re any truth in the statement that tlu^ (excavation of tfc' 
Kristopur canal by the Goveumnumt has almost comphdely destroytxl the 
t’cM’tilitv of a lar^i^ numlxM* of villae;(‘s surrounding; the h/f// and has provtal 
a source of imnumse loss to the cultivators '' 

(r) What income has the canal yiehh'd to tlu* (ioveiinneni during each 
of the last iive years ? 

((/) With what objirt in view \Na> the canal excavat^al by (Joveinment ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the water level of the canal is lower tluui that of 
ih(' and that thi' accumulated waters cons(‘quent ly find no way of 

egress ? 

{/) What immediate ste})s, if any, are in the contemplation of tlu 
Government to solve the probleiti ? 


Vnswei’ by the llon'ble IMk. ('owia v : — 

“ Elie Hon’ble Member is referred to tbe Erc'ss ann nnniiqur issiu'd from 
the Irrigation Dt'jjartnu'iit on tiu' 1301 h ol Novemlx'r, 1017. \ eo])y of the 

comm Hinqur is placed on tlu' table. 

{(/) It is not a fact. 

(/>) There is no truth in the statement. 

(c) Accounts are kept for the whole system of canals iu the viednity of 
Calcutta, and, as no set)arate accounts are kept for the Kristopur canal, the 
information is not available. 
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(d) T1k‘ Kristopur canal was excavated to afford a din^d. t‘onTUH*tion 
betwetm the Circular c'anal system, consisting of tin* still-water canals 
between Chit pur and Dhappa kK*ks, witli tlu' Bhani;'or(‘ khal system which 
was a still-water canal betwcvn Bamon^hatta and Kulti locks Tlu‘ canal 
was also constructed to providt' an alternate' (‘asy route for the' )>oat tTaffie 
te> anel from eastern elistricts in place* of the* Bidyadliari ri\e*r route* which was 
silting up. . 

(c) It is ne>t a fact that the waU'r le*vel of the* canal is lowei- than the* l>t*d 
level of the* />////. The canal water is maintaine'el at a normal lene*! e>f (» fe'e't 
alK>ve me*an se*a lcve*l. The* lowest lane! le*\e*l in the* fd/il is about e let't alwoe* 
m(*an sea le*v(*l. The ordinary paehly lanel in the* h/nf is about b fee't abcoe* 

me*an sea le*vel. Jt is neit a fae't tliat the* ae-eurnula te‘d wate*r finds no way of 

e*gress fi’om the /dtil. ddu* water in the />//// is elraine*el tlnougli re'gulators oi* 

sluict*s into the* canal, w hich, in its turn, is elraine*d by sluie‘(*s e*onst rueted at 

Thakurelari on the Caran Cbaprasi's khal and by the* sluice's on the* Ilarwa 
(long at Kulti. To pe'rmit of final elrainage* at haive'st linie*, the* wate'r l<‘\cl 
in the caJial is l(>we*r(*d to feH t alwixe* mean s(\‘i le'vel. 

V) In \ie*w of the statem(*nts Tuade* in the* |>re*\ious answ<*rs, the (jucstion 
doe*s not arise*." 


/Ve.9^? (^o)nmnniqiu^ o! iho Niwcmh(n\ r^^gurd iwj thr drainaijr of (hr 

(ihooiii (Did d (lit nxi jack i Ilhads in the 2d- Porijanos referred to in the (inrwrr 
hjf the llojfhle Mii. (JeovLKv to question No. XLH i {unstarred) asfed hif the 
IToiihle IjAIu: Akiiii. Cuandua 1)at'I'A at the (Uiunril meetiug of tlte Vdth 
February, 1918. 

ddie at teuit ion < jf the* (b)V<'rnmcnt has beM'u drawui to an articlr in iln* 
issue of the Amrita Hazar Parti/ca, dated the ::^l>rd Novaanber I!H7, bonded 
W hy Ib'sponsible* ( 1 ove'iainient is wainlod " which made certain slat,enn'ids 
about, iht^ drainage* of the* (ihooiii ami datl raga<*h i iJheels in tin* IM-Carganas. 
'file state'iiH'nt.s niad(5 wau'e* : — 

‘*(1) That jiri'vious t.o the* e'onsl met ion of ihe* Kiistopui Canal, the 

bh(‘(‘ls draincel e^'isily through tw’o natural channe'ls and that the* W'hohmare'a 
of the* bhccl 3 ’ie'ld(*d a lu.xuriant jiadely c*rop. 

(2) That as a re*sult eef the* (*onst rue'tion e)f the* Kristojuir (banal this 

bhe*cl tract has b(a*n remdere*d usede*ss as the' fiaMe flow of wat(*r has be'em 
st,o])ped by this Canal. 

' (b) ddiat tlu* (Janal has b(*en constructe*d by C e )\'ei'n men I t.o deri\'e* an 
income of abeait. a lakh of ruj)ce*s j)e*i* year ami I, In* Cove riime'iit was not. 

justified ill ert'ating this neov source of income' w'itdmut. making pre>\'isjon for 

free passage of accumulat.i*d waiteu*. 

(4) That the Executive! Engine*e*r, ( lircular Jinel Easte*rn Canals Division, 
in his lette*r No. 5f()5 eef the bSth Scpte'mlM*r 11)11, sugge'sl(!l that works for 
the inifire) ve'iiiem I of drainage! of these* bheje*! are'as slmuld be* jeaiej for by the* 
parties beiU'fited, but the* article* raiseel the epu'stmn w he the r t he^y sheiulel )>;iy 
fe>r this or the Covu*ruine!n t which is reaping a sr4(!ndiei income' from the! 
Canal.*’ 

ddiese alh‘gat ions cont ain certain miHHtate'me*nt s. In the! first j>lace' it is 
not a fact t hat the* Kristopur Canal was e*onsl ru<!te*eJ witlunit making ade‘quaie 
provision fur elraining tlie areas intorcepteiel liy this (Janal. ddiis are*a in tin* 
dattragachi Hheed was wate'r-logged before tdie* Canal was construct e el. Tin* 
arrangement is that all the drainage w\ater of iiil t?rcepte*d areas including the* 
bh eeds in question is re^ceiTOd tlirough^luices intei tdie* canal whichf in its turn 
is draiiu'el by sluices «onstructeel at TJiakureiari eai the l^arari Ohaprasi’s 
Khal ; the drainage alsej cifeeted by sluice*H on the? Haiwva Cong at Kulti. 
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'Vliv, lovol at which tho Canal water is maintained is 6 feet above mean sea 
lev'(jl. T1 j{^ level in ilie bheel in March 1906, previous to the construction of 
the (vanal, was however 3 feet hi^rhor. Th(^ drainage of the bheels lias 
then fore hexm improved since the construction of the Canal, and this was 
stated in the first portion of the saim? letter, addressed by the Executive^ 
Engineer to the (Jollector of tin* ^listrict, to which the writer of the article 
appears to have had access. Thu l)ln‘(^ls in 1906 umbo- water to a mueh 

higher ]eV(‘l than now ; and as that water was saliiui, a largm- area was then 
unfit for cultivation. 


It is also not a fact that tln^ Canal provides an extra income of on(i lakh 
ol rnpiu^s j)er yi^ar. ()n tin* c-ontrary, tlu‘ income' of Grovtn’iiment is Ic'ss now 
than it, was bid’ore tin* (Janal was coiistruc^ti'd. Tin' primes ohjen't of tlu' Canal 
was not to S(H!urt'. increjased revimm', hul to providi*, an altt*rnati vi; easy route* 
for the boat Irafhc to and from Eastorn l)i^^triets in jilactMif tin* liidyadhari 
Kivi'r route whie-li was silting ii]). 


Hy lli(' Ilon’ble' lUno Akiml ‘diiANDUA Datta ; — 

Mr liurion H XLIV. (o) With reference to the damage i^uit biouglit by Bab i L iiit 

' (-diandra Das against Mr. Burton, Sii])eTinten(lent of Police, in the Miinsiff^ 

('ourt at Jialurghat, is it trin* that before instituting the* suit, Ealit Hahn 
wiT’cd to the Distrie't Magistrate of Dina jpiii’ and the (Commissioner e'f tin* 
lia jslnihi Division, piaving ior redied but neitlit'r of tbese* officaus took any 
iiot ie*e of liis e’omplaint “i? 

(h) What action, if any, are* Ihi' ( loxeuaniumt taking against Mr. Bin toe 
aft(M’ th(‘ e'oncurrt'nt finding of two courts? 


Answe'r by the* IIoiTble Mh. Kkhh : — 

“ (a) Balm Lalit ('handra Fas tedegraphed to the T)istrie*t Magistrate 
of Dinaj])ur on the 22nd February and to the Commissioner on ihe 27th 
f'e'lu’uary, 1915, (‘omjilaining of the* damage and asking for an iiM|nir\ 
Idle Commissieiiier asked the Magistiate for a U'port, wliie h wa ^ rec«'ivod 
on the 17tli March. As the notice of tlie eivil suit had beum served on the 
lath March, it was docidt'd, on legal adviei*, to await the ^uit. 

(6) Covernmeiit do not propose to take any action." 

By the lloii'ble Bahu Akiiiu Chandka Datta : — 

XLV. {(i) Is it true that Satisli Chandra Das, bfother of the said 
Lalit Chandra Das, wlio was a subdiis))ector of jiolice in the Dinaj]mr 
district, was degraded to a head constable and was n^porU'd for dismissal 
liy Mi*. Burton after the institution of the damage suit n'ferred to in 
ijiiest ion LI ? 

(h) Is it true that the Deputy Insjiector-denoral of Polic'e of the Raj 
shahi Range, after inquiry, ri'corded his finding that the sub-in<peclor, 
Satisli Chandra Das, was unnecessarily haras.se(l and persecuted, and rein- 
stated him with full i)ay in his former grade ? 

(r) Is it true that the inquiry made by the Deputy Inspector-General ol 
Polic'e has s^itisfied the Government that Mr. Burton has hara.ssed and 
persoented snl>-ins]>ector Satish Chandra Das, in consequence of the damage 
suit brought by his brother against Mr. Burton ? 

{(i) Have the Government taken any step to express their disappio 
hation of tho conduct, of Mr. Burton in tliis connection^ 

(r) It’ so.-vwliat has bef*ii the stop taken? tf pot, whJVt action, if anj. 
are tl»e Governfneut taking? 


Mr. Rm ton 
iind i\ 

Svil» I iiNjM't I t)r. 
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Answer by the Hori'ble Mr. Kerr : — 


‘ {a) and {h) Proceedings were drawn up in July, 1914, by Mr. Burton 
agciinst sub*inspe(‘tor Satish Phandra Das in respect of certain irregular 
ities in the investigation of a which the sub inspec-tor had lepoited as 

non-cx:>gnizable, but which was si'iit up undtu- tJu' orders of the Magist!at<‘ 
and ended in ex^nviction. There was great delay in completing tht‘ pioeeed 
jngs against the sub-inspector, owing to the fact that lx>(h lie and other 
oHieers concerned had been transferred from the distinct In Pehruary, 
19ir>, Mr. Burton visited Porsha thana for the purpo-x^ ot‘ en(|uiring in(t> cer- 
tain other matters relating to the conduct of the sub-ins|)tH‘tor, whih‘ in 
( haige of the police-station. The breaking down of tlie fmic-c' whic h had 
luxui erected by the sub insptxdor's brother outside the thana UK>k phut* on 
the l^th February. On tlu^ 4th March, Mr. Burton recorded an ordm* iind- 
ing the sub-inspec‘tor guilty of the charges in respc'ct of whicdi tlu‘ |>i‘octx‘d 
ings liad Ix^en drawn u(), and recommemding his discharge trorn tnc‘ lone 
on the giound of gtnu'ral untrurst wort hi ness and dishonesty in ac(|uirini; land 
within his jurisdiction in the name of his brother*. 4di(\st‘ jiroi eeilings vvtMi* 
submitted to the Deputy 1 nspectordeneral on the' sanu‘ <iay. TIk' Dt^puly 
iiisi^ector-Oenei'al returned tlie papers to Mr*. J^uiton, diivcting him to (juote 
.s|)(vifie instances of conduct on the' part of the' sub insp(»ctor which coiihi 
Ih‘ ri'asonalily considc'rcd as dishoiu'st On the 10th May, Mr. lUirton passed 
linal orders in the case relating to the fircx-eedings whicdi liad hex'n drawn u|) 
in duly, 1914, directing that the suh-inspcHtoi* should Ix' dc'gradtai to the 
rank of head constalile for* one year*. ()n the lltli May, lu* submit t(*d a 
l•e)>ort oil the general charges, in which he askc*d tlu' De})utv Insiavtoi- 
t huMual to deal with the matter* hirns(‘lf, as any ordc'r* |)ass('(l hy Mr* Jiurton 
might hc" ]<K)ke(l iijion as a bias.sc'd finding. After* fur*ther encjiiiri(*s, the 
Deputy 1 nspector ( jcncral, Mr. Kc'inp, in Oc’toher*, 1915, submit t('d a report 
lo ilu' rnsp('ctor-(leneral of IV)li(*e. r(*c*ommcriding tlic^ disriiissal of tin* suh 
n]s[)ector. TIk' T nsp(‘ctor-0(‘nei*al of Police thc'r(aij>on dirc'Oted Mr llut(*h- 
'iison, who liad meanwhile succ*CMMle<l Mr. Kemp as Deputy 1 nsp<‘C‘tor ( itmer'a I, 
to eiKiuin' further into the* mattt'r*. Mr*. Hutchinson fourul no ground for 
] 'roc'c'cding fur’ther with the* case, r(*coi*<le<l Ins opinion thal the su))-ins[)cct or 
liad iK'eri most unnocessiirily harassed and directed that he* should h * rein 
stated in his or*iginal gradc' W it h cITect fr'orn tin' dat(‘ of his degradation. 

{(') Thert' IS no reason to (cuiclude that Mr. HuT*U)n’s action was due to 
the (lainage suit l)r*ought by the sub-inspc'ctor\s br*other. Tlic original 
* pi*occ‘(‘ding on which the sub inspector was dc'graded were stai*t,(*<l in July, 
M)14, sc'ven months tx'forv the incid(*nt vvhi(*h gave riser t(» the damage suit and 
Mr. Bur ton's finding was recor*d('d on th(*4tli Marcrh 1915, twc'lvc' days before 
the notic<‘ of th(‘ suit was sc'iwc'd on him. Morc'ovc'r*, Mr Burtxm'- irHjuiries 
into the alleged irnpr'opt'r* acquisilicin of land by tJie sub iuspex lor* werv ini 
tiated in h'ebruary, 1915, and aft(‘r the institution of the suit, Mr. Burtx)ii 
requested the Dc'putv Inspcrctor flciieral tx) deal with tlie matt(*r* himself. 

{ff) and (c) (iovc'rnmeiit tiave e\pr*(*s.s(*d th(‘ir* disappr-oval of tlie manner 
in which the original prcxrcxxiings wen' handled by Mr. Burton.” 


IJon'ble Baud Akihi- Phandra Daita : — 

f, 

XLVl. {n) Is it ii fact that I’liaiiiiiilra Nath Si*t.t. was arr(*sU <l 

on the 1st July, 15>1G, and placi'd in a sdlitaiy cell at Diillunda Hou.sc from 
die 2nd duly to the 12th July. IhlO? 

(''') Js it a fac t that he was th*reatter kn[tt i?i a s<>litn.ry cell in fl'c 
I 'residency Jail for a l<-)i:g time ? 

(r) Ts it a fact that duriii" .all tiiis time several police ofiioers induced 
him bv threat and otherw isc* to acWuit what they alleged had alreacly l>ecn 
l»rove#by i4oiTie allcg7‘fl rovcjJutiofiaiies, hut. he did aiot do s<j ? 


'rill* cHmC 
fielt'tiH, 
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{d) Js it a fact that after about a mouth s (letenlion in a solitaiy ceil in 
the Presidency Jail, a police oflicer cuiine there one day and {proposed to take 
him to the Kyd Street j)olice-station ? 

(r) Is it a fact that both he and the jail authorities object (I to his beinj:; 
takefi out of the jail as he had not yet had his evening meal ^ 

(/) Is it a fact that in spite of this objection he was tak(‘ii to the Kyd 
Stre(‘t police station where he was beaten mercilessly ? 

{a) Is it true that besid(‘s the assault corninitt(‘d on him nothing mort‘ 
was (lone or said in tlie Kyd Street ])olice~st;ition ? 


{/() Is it tru(‘ that alter one hour's stay in th(‘ solitary cell in the said 
poljc(‘ stat ion he* was again brought to the Presidenu-y Jail and had to go 
witliout a meal that night ? 

(/) Is it a fact that early next morning he was again takim out of the 
jail to some iiolic'e oflic'c* wluu’e lu‘ was subject (*d to all sorts of abuses and 
indignity at the hands of scvcu’al police officers i 


if) Is it a fact that iu‘ repcati‘dly icHjiie^tcd them to I’ormulatc tlieii* 
chai ges against him in writing on a sheet oii which lu‘ could write down 
his answer’s, but that this was not done? 


(/r) Is it true that when his statements wei(' on that occasion taken 
down by a police olbcer, h(‘ aske^d him to r ead out what had beam writttm, l)Ut 
this was not done and his signature’ was not takem ^ 

(/) Is it true that he was again takem to the Ib’eJdency Jail at ll-iSO a.m 
when tlu‘ moral ing rncail had beam siawc’d out and that he got nothing lo eat 
till 4 IMW. 

(w) Is it- a fact that he had to go without lood for a period of 27 hours? 

(//) Whem was he nanoved fr’orn tlu‘ Ibesidency .tail ^ In what place or 
place's was lie ke))!, till the 2nd Februarw, lh17 ( 

(o) Will the tlove'inrnerit Ix' pleased to '^t’ltc’ wIh’IIku’ tlicy aie consider’- 
oig the deJiability of formulating chai'ges against Phanindra Nath SeJt in 
wrating and of taking such statements from him as hc' may cluxise to make in 
answer thereto ^ 


Answ(*r by the’ llon blc’ Mu. Ki:ioc - 

“ Phanindra Nath Sett was arrestc'd on the 1st .Inly, IhKJ, under’ scH’tion 
54, rriminal Pi’ocedure Code, and kept in polic’t' custocly until the Pith .lidy, 
P)16. Hc' was then disc‘hai*g('d and ari(‘sted under Puli' 12 A of the Defenev 
of India Pules and committed to l ustody in the Piesidenc’y Jail until the 9th 
August, w^hen orders were passc^d interning him at Dullanda House. On the 
iRtli November*, 191(>, he was transfenixl to Ahrnadpur in the Birbhuni 
distr’ict. On the 29th dauuary, 1917, he w as transferred to his father's house 
in Cak’utta, whei’e he is still domiciled. During the time he w*as at the 
Pr-esidency Jail he was on one cx’casion taken out for- examination but no 
statement was recorded; there is no foundation for the allegation that he 
was kejit without food. Although the c’harges were communicated to f^han- 
indi’a Nath Sett and his explanation taken, no written charges were formu- 
lated as this was not then the custom; orders have been given that this shall 
l>e done now'. 

Although the drtejin and his redatives have been in constant communi- 
cation w'itii the otlicers of (lovernment, and the detenu has lx*en in home 
domicile in Calcutta, no (.'omjrlaint or suggestion has ever* been made till now 
to any oflicei’ of (lovernment that Phanindra Nath Sett was threatened, 
beaten mercilessly or subjected to all sorts of abuses and indignity at tht' 
bauds of police officers After a lapse of^some 18 months the-nian has made 
allegations of ill-treatnrent aiuiriin itiquiry into them w^iH now* be held^’ 
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By the Ilon’ble Babu Akhfl Chandra Datta ; — 

XLVn. {(i) With referenee to tlu‘ statenu^nts inadt' uikUm* t^cvium \ ot 
the Police Administration Rt^port of 1910 to tlu‘ idTect that “ A ^(H)d deal of 
ekK|iienee has lat<dy been (‘Xpended on the subjec t of iiu i-east^d c‘\ pendit lue 
on the Police/' will the (jovcrnnient be plcast'cf to statc‘ whethc i they arc' in 
a position to repudiate the sipu^fj^est ion that tlie statcuiuait has !('fchcMu*(Mo 
eerUiin discussions by non-ofhcial inembc'T-s in this Council in cMmiicntion with 
the last Bnd<i:et ^ 

(h) Will the (iov\‘rnment be pleasc'd to state whc'thcr btdorc' answcM inu; 
the unstaried question No. X \' I I I at tlic‘ last incH'tini^ of tin* Counc il, tht'\ 
incjuirc'd of the' author of the Report whc'tlier the sugp'stion made' in that 
question was true in jioint of fact ^ 

(r) Avo the ( iovernnient awarc' that the' st.atcinent cjuotc^d alH)Vc‘ has 
tunlii Itorc'd the fcH'lino's of tlie non ollicial incunbers ^ 

(d) Will tiic' ( iovc'rnnu'iit b<‘ pleasc'd to c onsidcu* t he dc'si labi lit \ ot 
issuin;^ inst luct ions to llc'adsof I )c‘pa rtmcuit s not to make' any d ispa rai; i nj^ 
rc'marks in Adininisti’at ion Reports alK>ut discussions in tins ('ouncil? 


Answer by the' llon’lilc' Mr. Kfiu< — 

(d) (ioveninRuit have' notliini^ to add to t hc' rc'ph w hu h was to t h(‘ 

(jucstion j>ut })y the Flon blc' Babu Bhabendra (diandra liay on this subjcHt 
at the last meedinj^ of the Council. 

(h) It IS a matter of common knowledm' that the' ('Xpc'iidit u re on IIk‘ 
]>o|iee during recent years has been widely discussed. No such spc'cific 
iiicjuirv evas, therefore, di'emed to Ik* necessary 

(r) Cenernment have obs(*T-ved tliat certain mc'inbers of this ('ouncal ha\(' 
takc'H umbrage at the r(*mark, but th<w^ can sc(‘ nothing in it just li ving such 
strong feelingas is inqilied in t he (jiiOstion. 

(d) (Government do not consider it m*cO';sary to issue* any such in^truc- 
t ions." 


By tiu* Hon’bh* Haiui Akhir Chandra Da'Dia ; — 

XLVIII. Will ilu* (io\e‘rnment Ik* jik'asc'd to lay on the* table a stat4*m(*nt 
giving sepai-ately the following particailars aliout iiicoUK* tax with respect to 
the Biahmanbaria, Cliandfiur and Sadar subdivisions of the district ol 
Ihpfiera : — 

(?) the final demand for (\ach of tin* years 1914 10, 1915 Ifi and 
19UM7, 

(//) tlie original demand for 1917 1^, 

(Hi) the* final number of assessees for (*acli of the* V(*ars 1914 15, 
1915 Ifi and 1910 17; 

(ir) the original number of ass(*sse(‘s for thc^ year 1917 IH , and 

(r) the number of objections to the original demand for the \ear 
1917-18 instituted before* tin* Distric t Officers ? 


Answer by the Ilon'ble Mr. Donald : — 

A statement giving the information is laid on the table/’ 


C Vi tuiii 

St lUoinriitH in 

IV>li(‘(‘ 

.\*linniiHtratioL 


1 iM oMic tax It) 
T'lpporu 



[ 19 th F'khruary’ 


I’rojMtnrd 
Huh<li\ ihUMi lor 

TippiTii. 


4aiiufiU’tiiro «• 
in Boiignl. 
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Statement giving separately the following particulars regarding Income-tax 
In respect of the Sadar, Brahmanbarla and Chandpur subdivisions, 
district Tippers. 
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liy llu^ Tl(>irf)lo Babh Akhil Chandra Dai’TA : — 

XLIX. {a) Is it a fact that a new subdivision will shoitlv he starttMl 
in the district of Tippera ? 

{b) If so, will'll and where ^ 

(r) Will tlu' (ioverninenl Ix' pleased to state tin' it*asoiis wliicli have \vd 
tlu'ni to start a. new subdivisiiai during tlu' linaiieial stress eaiisi'd by tlie 
war '( 

{(J) Will the (iovernnient 1 h' jdeased to stale wliat tlu' piohalile initial 
cost would be for sUirting the proposed subdivision ( lias any estimate of 
such c'osts l>€Nen made? If so, will thi' (jovi'rnnu'nt b(' ])leased to lay the 
same on the table ? 

(e) Will the Government be pleasi'd to state what additional annual 
exiienditiu'i' the new subdivision will jilaet' on the ])ublie funds ^ 

{f) If no final diH'ision has as yc't bet'ii anived at, will the ( lovi'rnnu'nt 
Ih‘ ple^ised to statA‘ whether they have (‘onsidered the advisability of jiost- 
[Mining this heavy expenditure during thi' ]>end('r)c*\ of 11 k‘ war in view ol the 
(h'elariHl policy of the Gov(U*nmenl on the subject of new exiienditure f 


Ansvviu’ by the Hon’bh' Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a) (b) and (r) Pro]K)sals for the eri'ation of a new subdivision in 
the district of Ti}>pera are at present under eonsidc^ration. A memoranduin 
inviting public opinion on the scheme \Nill shortly be [niblished. The object 
of the si'heme is to relieve the Sadar and Brahmanbaria subdivisions which 
are unduly onerous charges. It is imjiossible to say at [iresent when the 
Bcheme will be carried out. 

{d) and (r) Estimates of the cost are being drawn up but are incomplete 

(f) The financial position will lie carefully e nsidered Ixfore the date 
for giving effect to any scheme is decided.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ^ 

L. (a) Will the Government l)e jileased to state' the different 
indigenous methods of preparing salt in Bengal, and the cost at which salt 
can be manufac'tured per hundred niaunds aecxirding to each of those 
methods ? 
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(b) Will the Government he pleased to name the difi'enMit plaees in 
Bengal where salt can l>e manufaetnred. and to what extent ^ 

(f) Are the Government considering the dt'sirahilit v of causing a 
survey to be made of all the salt-j>roducing tracts in Bengal and of aseet- 
taining the total quantity of salt which can be nianufactun'd in BcTigalV 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mk. Donald : — 

(a) There are two indigenous methods of salt manufacture: 

First, panga. under which salt is educ'ed by boiling liriia' which has 
been obtained by filtration from salt earth. 

Secondly, the karkaich system, under which salt is obtained ftem 
brine by means of solar ewaporation. 

The cost at which salt can Ix' manufactured by either of 1h<'st> methods 
would de})end on varying factors turning largely on the locality chosen, ( a , 
the co.st of working sites, fuel (in the case of )><inga salt), lalnnir, suixmni 
Sion, and the productivity of the area scdected. .\o theoretical answer seems, 
therefore, to be ])rac-ticable on this point. 

(b') Subject to such rc'gulat ions regarding superxisioit, «'le., a> nny lx 
prescribed, the manufacture of .salt would be possible in any place in 
Bengal where the m>cessary plaid is established and the mater als foi’ pio 
duetion are assembled. The exteid of mannfaeturc' would I (' go\'(‘rn(‘d by 
the capac-ity of the plant and the quantity <d' materials for jiroduction It 
IS impossible to give a more definite answer. 

(r) The Salt Dejiartment in each saliferous district already maintain, 
survey legisters of saline ti'acts. As rc,gards th(> suggestion that Govern 
ment should take action to ascertain the total (|naniity of sa't that can be 
manufactured in Bengal, it is not understcxid what paiticular pur|M)s<' so 
'ague an iiupiiry is intended to serve ” 


By the Hon'ble BAno Akhil ('handka Datta : — 

LI. (r/) Are the {iovernment aware that there is a large' niimlHT of i nr. no. r. ,i 
medical practitioners who had f)<iss(^(l i roni tlio iiiodiciil s(‘1i<k)Is 

Ind oro the jiassin^ of tlio T^pn^al IVfedical Ac*t, 1914,a/iff who ciajld not pa.ssttu* * 
hna] LicentiaU' ExmiiinatiVni of the M(*die4il Faculty wit Inn t h(' |)(‘riod 

of graci' for some reason or otlnu- ? 

Are the (Government (‘onsiderin^ tli(‘ df'siiahility of (‘\t(‘ndin]L^ th(' 

T>t‘riod of grae(* arid ^ivinj^ them anollier eharuT* of a]>|)(‘ariny nt tfie said 
examination ? 


Answer by the Ifon’lde Mu. DoNAi.n : 

(^) It is understood that there are a numtx^r of such [ir aetit ioners 
'' ho, as a matter of fact, did not so pass. 

(^) The question is under discussion with the ( iovturimerjt of India.’' 


By the Ilon’hlc' Babu Akhju C’nANDUA Datta : — 

BII. (a) Is it a fact that the Eiiro[)C‘an [)rof(»ssors of tlie Dacc a College 
CIO not sit in the professors’ common room which is intended fc^r all rirof essors 
f>oth European and Indian ? ' 

(^) Is there any foundation for the imprr^ion that all th(‘ Eiirofx an 
profe^rs have b^n given some nominal work with the sole purf)OHe of 
entitling them to the use of some other room ftnci thus to avoid sitting in the* 
common room witih the Indian professors? 
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(r) Are the (iovernrnont aware that the arrarigetiient has caused irrita- 
tion and had [)lood among the Indians in general and the students in 
}»artieular ? 

(d) Are the (iovernniet)t considering the desirability of taking such 
steps as may be dtT'med necessary for removing the said impression ? 


Answer by the llon’ble Mr. O'M.allky : — 

‘‘ (a) No. 

(5) No. 

(r) and (d) These questiims do not arise. ’ 


Artn Collrp^r. 


By the llon’l)l(‘ Maiu.vi A. K ct.-H.aq : — 

LIIT. (a) Will the (lovernnient lx- pleased to stat(’ in detail the history 
of the ])rojeet to esUddish a Muhaninia<lan Arts College in Calcutta and lay 
on th(‘ tabi(‘ all j)apers in this eonneelion ? 

(/>) Will the (lovernnient be pleased to state what steps have' hitherto 
bi'cn taken, or are in eontemiilal ion, for the* establishtiK'nt of a Mtdiammadan 
Arts College in Calcutta ? 

(r) Will the (lovernnient be ph'ased to stale the total number oi 
Muhaminadaii students who w<‘re on tl)»' rolls on the' various Ai'ts (’olleges in 
(’aleutta on the Hist .lanuary, 1918? 


Answer by the llon’bh' Mu. O’M.Ma.i'.v : — 

“ (a) and (/i) A sihenie for tlu' establishiiKMit of a Muhannnadan College 
at Calcutta hits lieen prepared but is in abeyance, both bixause the funds 
required for its <'stablishment an* not at jm'siMit available and also because 
it is considered desirable not to pnx'ced with the scheme until the Calcutta 
Cniversity Commission has submittevi its rej>ort, and orders have been jmssed 
on its n'eommendat inns. 

(lovernment are not }>repared to lay on the table all the papers in 
connection with this scheme or to give a detailed history of it. 

(r) Inquiri(‘s are being made and thi' information will lx- su])])lied to 
the llon’ble Member when received." 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K FAzi.-ri-llAq ; — 


Thrcntciifil 
crOHion of 
Noakhali. 


IdV. Will the (lovernment be pleased — 

{/) to stiite in detail the history of the various measures that have 
hitherto been taken, or are in contemplation, to prevent the 
erosion of the tow n of Noakhali hy the Meghna, 

(II) to staU' what are the intentions of (lovernment reganling the site 
of the district headquarters in case the erosion crannot be 
stopped, 

(ill) to state whether (lovernment have hitherto consulted, or are 
considering the desirability of consulting, public opinion with 
regard to the condition of things brought about by the rapi'i 
erosion of Noakhali towm and the problems of- the location 
of the site of the district headquarters, and 

(ir) to lay on the table all papers in this connection ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

- -V 

“ (i) The attention of tlie Hon'l)le Member is invited to the aul'Wer given 
by the llonTxle Mr. Cowley to question No. XLII at the Council mcH.Hing < f 
the 20th Novemter, 1017. No measures to prevent erosion are conleniplaUxl 


(^^) An area of 75 biglias has been acquired at Soiiapiir, halt a mile 
trom the Noakhali railway station, and if the tu-osion should tontmue to such 
an extent as to })lace any of the exi/sting buildings in iinmuient dang(‘r, tem- 
porary buildings will be cuected on the Sonapur sit as necessity aris<s 
(nuernment have not vet come to any (“onclusion as to the action to 1 k^ taken 
m the event of the town < f Noakhali being completely diluviat d. as il is 
hoped that this contingency will not aris(\ at any late for some years, whilt‘ 
it might possibly not (c^cui at all. 

(/??) The measure's now adoptc^d were tlu' result ol a full inqairv made 
l)V the Commissioner, who visited a number of |)lac*c^s in tlu' disii iet and ascer- 
tained the views of th(' public and the iK'rsons mainly coneern/d. The 
iloidble Sir Henry Wheeler also \isited the district in July last and leeeived 
deimtitions at Noakhali and Feni In the eviuit of further ero ion render- 
ing a complete evacuation of Noakhali lu'cessary, cvp|>ort unitu^' will b* 
afforded to the [iiiblie for expressing their views r(‘garding the st(‘f>s th m 
to be taken. 


(//) It is not thought (k'sirabk' to publish the eorrt'sponcknee b('tv\<‘(‘n 
( jo\ ernnu'Ut ami t hei r otliei'i s. II t ui t hi'r informal ion is desirial <m .in\ point 
its supply will be coiisid(M*ed.” 


Hv tlK‘ llon'bl(‘ A. K. F\zi. i n T1 ap : — 

LV. With regal'd to the answer to (jiu'stion (unstarri'd) 
.\o 111 {(/) put bv the llon’ble Khan Sahib Anian Ali at tin* meiding of lh(‘ 
( ouncil held on the 22nd January, IhlS, will the ( io\ernment lx; phrased to 
slate on what grounds is it urged that the kuiidin houst' is in no way 
misa t isfaelxuy ’ as a boarding house for Muliammadan students? 


.\n.sw('r by the IfondrU' Mh. O’Mallkv : — 

‘ The answer eiti'd by tin* llon'ble Membe? urgt'd no pl(‘a, but referri^d 
lo a rejiort. Th(‘ houst' was for many years tlu* Ilimlii hostel of the (*ollege 
and IS ke[)t in re|#tir by tlie ]’uf)li(' Works Department. 


by the Hoidble Maulvt A. K. Fazi.-xu.1Iaq : — 

LVI. Will the (Tovernmenl be pleased — 

(/) to stale the total number of oflicers in the Judicial Seiviee who are 
on extension ; 

(//) to state on what grounds the extensions have f)een granted, and 
how often in each case; 

(W/) to state whether they have dec!i<le(l to grant extensions to otluu 
oflicers also; and if so, to how many and for wliat rt'asons ; 
and 

(^r) to lay on the table any papers containing the xirders of the Cov 
erhment of India or Secretary of State prohibiting the grant of 
extensions of service to officers generally ? 


Uituuliii;.’ luuiHM 
l'>>i M iiliRiiiiiiniiiiM 
1 lltlriits. 


KxlHriHiofi <'f 
H«T V M*«* I <» 

,I ii<lif ml oIIkwts 



Qurstiorift nml ylnswrs. 


“tlSfrii Februar**-, 


Appointiih lit of 

MiiluiiiiiiutdiiiiM 

ill pnlilic (iHkcs. 
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Answer hv the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

s* . 

'• (0 21 . 

(//) The (‘xtensions were granted on the rexionirriendation of tlie High 
Court. In 14 eases, one extension has been grantt^d, in five cases, a second 
and ii] two cases, a third extension. 

{///) The cases of certain other ofFiccns aix' now undei' consideration. 

(//•) A copy of Article 451) (/>) of the Civil Service Kegulations as recent- 
ly ain^ended is laid on the table* , th(‘ e.\tc‘nsions now in force were gianted 
prior tx> the issin^ of these* ordt^rs.” 


Cojty of (( tnrndf^i! Ari {!,) of tJif* Ciril Srrvicr RcijuJut tonf^ referred to 
in the onstrer Inj the Ilo}ihlr Ml;. Ki:i;i; to question So. LV! {u/isf orred) 
(ts/ced />// the Hon'Ide Mm lvi A. K. Fazl-i I.- 1 1 .vg of the (nnoieil nteethig 
oj the Idth I'ehrnor?/, JdlS, 

(/> ) < )ni(;nrs, other than nim isl-e)-ial, who havt^ attainted 1 In* age of 55, 
slioiild oi’dinai'dy hi* rt‘(]Uir(*d to ndiit', and should not he |•»‘tallnMl in service 
(‘Xe(‘pt- where u 1 n j uest iona hi e puhlie* grounds for ri't.eiition exist, and tduu't' is 
no doul)l as to the physical fitness of tin* olfu^er. 


By tlu* Hon'ble MAunvr A K. Fazt.-ui. Hap : — 

lA’ll. {o) With regard to the answer given to iny (jiiestion No. XTA^ 
( Cnst;i rrenl) at the nieeting of the CouikmI ludd on the’ 22nd January, lf)IS, 
will the ( ioxeriunent be ])le 4 is(*d — 

(/) to lav on the table' the* latt*-t circular orders in force relating to the 
a})pointni(Mit of .Muhaniinaelans in public offices ; 

(//) b> state* the* Departments or olhi’es, etc., to which the cireulai 
orele*!' applies or is inte*nele*d to aj)ply ? 

(5) If all the* scv(*n candidates had the ininimum cpi^Wilications, wil! 
the Covc'rnnient be j)leased to state* what i> the rcdevanc*y of the statemeni 
that all t he^ c*andidatc*s had not passed in the First Division? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(u) A co]>y of the Covernnic^nt circular No. 338(> A., dated the 20th 
.\pril, 11)14, is la'id on the table. J'lie form of the return prescribed has been 
slightly modified from time to time, and the question whether it should 
continue to lx* submitted to Government is under consideration. The circu- 
lar applies to the offices of Commissioners and District Officers, and also to 
the offic*es of the other Departments shown in the endorsement. A c*opy of 
a letter No. 4430 A., dated the 16th July, 1914, forwarding the circular to 
District. Judgexs fc^r information is also laid on the table. 

(?>) The (luestion of the plaee taken by candidates in tlie exafftination 
is relevant in considering their res}>ective merits/* 
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Cirmlar ^o. 33SB A., dated Calcutta, the 20th April 1914^ i-eferred to hy the 
Hon hie Mr. Kerr in his answer to question No. LVII {unsiarred) ashed 
h the Tlod'hle Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-11aq at the (\)unril meeting of the 
ioth February, 1918, 

From — J. G. Comming, Esq., cm.e., Si'cmtary toihr 

(Tovorriiiiont of 1 Bengal, 

To — All (vonimiasionors of Diviaions. 


* 

The Governor in (council lias had under his conHidtM-jil io?! t he* (im'siion 
of the co-ordination of tlu* ord(n*8 in force in tlu‘ Prosidem^y on the subject 
of tlio einployinent of Miiliammadans in miniaterial appointments. 

2. Tlie ])()licy of tln‘ Cilovernment of India regard injjf app(>intint>ni,s, 
wliich lie in <h(‘ hands of tin* Local Gov(n*nnien ts, the High (Quirts or hK*al 
olHcers, was enunciat(^d in the [{('solution of Mh‘ Hom(‘ I )('parl immt , (iat(*(l tin* 
I5tli July 1885, pnhlished in tin* Gazette of India of tin' 18th elnly 1885, in 
\vhicli tlu' following t)assag(i occnrs : — 

“'Flip (Tovprnor-denoral in Council <I(‘sir(*M thiif, in IIiohc j)ro\iu (‘<*8 w Ijctp Miiliarn- 
luadanH do r.ol ri'Ceivc' ihtdr full share of Slate employment, lie' L<H!al dovernnn'ntrt and 
Hi^di Courts will end«*av(Mir t(^ redress this ine(|uality as opportunity oilers jind will 
mipri'HH ii])on Huhordinate oHicau’S tlie irnportaiK^e of attiUidin^jT 1 “ this in th(*ir si'lection 
el candidates for app<.)intments <d* th<‘ class referrc''! I(». 'Fhe su])j(H‘.l of the e\(»‘nt to 
NNlncli Muhammadans are empl<»y(ul in ollicc^s under (hwerninent mi^^ld usc'fnlly he 
noticed in tin* annual reports of provincial administ ration.** 


Att(*uti<)n was invit<‘d in I In? sanu' lu'soliiticm to t in* fact that I In* nnineri- 
eal iid'eriority of iMiihammadans in tin* public ollic(?s was very niark(*d in 
lieiigal. ()rd(?rs have' lu'c'ii issU(?d from tiiiu' to tiiiu' hy tin* ( i o\’(‘rn men ts ol’ 
\\ ('Ht(‘rn a nd Easl(*rn l>t*ngal, (‘inphasizing tin* importance ol giving (‘fleet 
to Iht! poli(?y of tin* Governnn^nt of India as indicaf.('d in tin? ahovi* Resolution, 
pioscrihing statistical rcdairns l<> show tin? j)rogress mad(? and ]'(Mnin(ling local 
ortic(‘is of tin* importance* of tin? s(d)j(*ct. R(*C(*nt statisti(?s ohtaim?d from local 
ulhcers, however, show lhat tin? j)i’ogr(*Hs attaiin?d in I his dire'ction so far has not 

b(?(?n very mark(?d. It will 
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lx? ohs(?rvc*d froni the? 
lignrc's n(jt(*d in fin? 
margin f(^)i* ofrK?(.iH sub- 
ordinate? to the? Divisional 
( Jommissieumrs in Eastern 
Jx-ngal that tin? pro])or- 
tion of Muhammadans in 
tlic'Se onice*H still falls 
l)(?low the? J)0r<?e?n tage 

hei in* by tlu* Muhammadan poj)ulation lite?rate? in English to the total iKipulation 
lH*rs()ns liti?rat(? in English. While? it is not int(?nd(*d that Muhammadans 
•^b'nild be admitted to tlu? public service? wh(?n tljeir (*ducationaI qualificjations 
Jail short 'of the standards that Jiave already be'cui lixe‘eJ for a Imissie)!) to that 


* Kxolii<lin»f UliltfitKorig Hill Trrtrt-., 




^m viee, it has to 1x3 roinembf'r 0 <l that lite'raey is not the only important 
o<»risulHration that slnjuld govern rt?cruitmeiit for (Rjvernment service. It is 
I that the number of Muhainmaelans in minist(?rial iiosts should also 
^ ar some relation to the? impejrtance and population e)f the? cejinmunity. The? 
jidoptioii of a policy based on these princij)les has long been approved by 
I nftient ; and it appears to the Governor in Council that thoBe principles 
lave assumed a greater importance owing to the? remarkable prrjgr(?HH in 
**^‘ition made of late yearn by -the Muhammaeian c<^)mmunity. His 
W Council 18 therefore convinced that the time has come wJieii it 
*^11 fQ fix a'more definite proportion of appointments whicii should ho 

^ 00 by Muhammadans in the ministerial services employed in district officos. 
P0cial orders are already in existence regarding the ministerial officers in the 
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officoR of tho Secretariat and of Heads of Departments. After a careful 
conHideration of all the circumstances, His Excellency in Council thinks tliat, 
under i^rosent conditions, one-third would be a fair share of the ministerial 
appointments which should bo held by Muhammadans in the offices in tlu> 
Dacca, Chitta^ongr and Rajshahi DivisiouR (ixcluding the Darjeeling district, 
and in th(‘ Presidency Division. In the other districts of the Presidency tlu' 
proi)ortion should correspond approximately to the percentage of the population 
represented l)y Muhammadans. His Excellency in Council desires that 
officers empow(‘red to mak(^ appointments should make special efforts to attain 
to tliis standard, and that until the prescribed proportion has been reached, 
they should not reject a Miitiammadan candidate, if qualified, in favour of a 
Hindu candidate merely because the latter has superior qualifications. 
Failure to comply with these instructions in respect of appointments madt* 
should be especially explained in the annual statement prescribed in 
])aragraph 4 of tin's circular. 

8. There are n^asons to believe that the paucity of Muhammadan 
candidates has often been duo to the fact that vacancies are not ])ro])rrly 
advertised. Accordingly I am to invite attention to the standing orders 
contained in rule 1, Appendix H, at page 78 of the Hoard’s Rules, 1910 
(r/. also corresi)on<ling rule 1, Appendix H, at ])age 83 of the. Hoard’s Rules. 
1!K)2, applical)l(‘ to the districts in Eastern Hengal), which dir(‘Ct that when- 
ever a permanent vacancy occurs or is about to occur in a paid appointnit nt , 
a notice of th(‘ fact shall be suspended in somi^ prominent place in tin 
office^ and a date, which shall not be less than 15 days after th(‘-issu(' of I lit* 
notice', sliall be fixed for filling up tin' vacancy, llis Exci'lleney in Council 
desires that heads of offices should scrupulously follow this ruh* and should 
supi)l(mit*nt this proctalure, when lu'cc'ssary, by invoking the assistanc»' oi 
r('Cogniz(‘d Muhammadan assexuations to secun^ qualified candidiitc's. 1 1 is 
hopcnl that, as the nund>er of qualifiiM.! Muhammadan youths incua'asc's (‘V«My 
yciar, it will not difficult to obtain suitable candidates ; if only st('ps an* tatrii 
to (iusuia^ that tinudy information of th(' ('xisten(;e of vacanci(>s reaches lluNt' 
interestixl. ddu' (Governor in Councdl is confident that, with t lu* co-opt'rat l'»fi 
of his o(fic('rs and by tin' adoption of the measures indicated, a distiin t 
and st('ady advance will Ix^ maintaimxl in tln^ matter of employnu'iit ol 
Muhammadans. 

4. Lastly, for statistical ]>urposes, it is important to secure a uniformity 
in the form of ix'turns furnisln^d to Government by IrKjal officers, n'gardini.: 
th(' employment of Muhammadans, in plact' of the difl'en'iit forms which lian 
hitherto been in use in Eastern and Western Htuigal. The Goveriioi* in 
Council accordingly diri'cts all officers concerned to furnish the pn^scrllud 
statistics commencing with the current official year in the form anne\(*d i" 
this circular This form will supersede all the forms hitherto in us(*. Tin* 
ndxirns should reach Govt'rnment not later than tho 1st of July folloNNlim 
the year to which they relate. The return regarding the employment ol 
natives of the province prescribed by the late Government of Eastern Ht ng^d 
and Assam m>ed not be furnished in future. 


Lfilcr referred to hy the Ilonhle Mr. Kkkr in his answer to Quc^tevi 
No. L VII {tc7istarr€d) asked by the Honble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui -Hao 
the (council meeting oj the 19ih February.^ 1918. 

Letter No. 4430 Appointment, dated Dacca, the 16th July, 1914. 

From—J. G. CUMMING, ESQ., C.I.E., Chief Secretary to the Governm<*iU nl 

Bengal, 

To — All Ditttrict and Sessiona Judges. 

I am directed to forward, for your information, a copy of this office letter No. 33 S 6 A., 
dated the 20th April, 1914, which has been addressed to Commissioners of I)tvi 8 i»n^, ni» 
the subject of the employment of Muhammadans in ministerial appointments, an* I 
request that you will be so good as to furnish, for the information of Government, aiinxi^J 
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atistica iii^he proscribed form appended to the letter commencing with the current 
ficial year. It is not necessary, however, that column 1 1 of the form shoiihl he tllhul in 
you. The statistics should reach Government not later tluin the 1st of July following 
e year to which they relate. I am to a<ld that this form will supersede all the forms 
therto in use, and that the return regarding the employment of natives of the provino#, 
hich was prescribed by the Government of Kastern llimgal and Assam, iu‘ed not l)<‘ 
rnishod in future. 


y the llon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Uaq ; — ^ 

I, VIII. (a) With regard to the answer given to quest ion No. XI.V nt MniiKttrial 
le meeting of the Council held on the 22nd January. 15)IS, will the Govern- "* 

lent be pleased to state what control (iovernment possess over the appoint 
lent and dismissal of ininisteiial oHieers in C^ivil Courts? i. 

(b) If there be absolutely no control, what steps are the (Jovernmeiit 
uitemplating to secaire a propel* representation of Muhammadans in tin* 
linisterial i)osts in Civil Courts? 


jii'wer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr: — 

“ (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to section 30 of the Bengal, Agra 
id Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887. 

(b) The orders issued by (Iovernment regarding the appointment ol 
[uliainmadans to minisU'rial posts in executive ol!ic*es have, with t he approval 
[' the High Court, l>een eominunic^ited to District Judges, who I ave tlius 
^en made aware of the policy of Government in the mailer.” 


ly the llon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-H^q : — 

LIX. (ri) With reference to the answer given to my ()uestion p, j, 
o). LXI (unstarred) at the meeting of the ( ’ouncil held on the 22nd .lanuary, roll, 
will the (Jovernmeiit be pleased to state the procedure tlnil was adopted 
n order to collect information for answering my question No. XLV ,j,‘ 
insfarred) on that date ? 

{b) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table all the papers 
'ntaining the correspondence that j)assed betwei'ii the Governmmil and tin* 
listrict Judge in eonnexition with tlie aiuswer thfit was prepared by Govern 
Jcnt to my question No. XLV at the meeting of llu* Council on the 22nd 
anuary, 1918? 

(c) Will the Government be fileased to «uiswer my question No. LXI, 
ub clause (6) (unstarred) of the 22nd January, which ha s been Iclt 
iianswered ? 

(r/) Was any attempt made to verify statements made by the ofheer wlm 
lad apparently acted in contravention of a Government circular, or were his 
t.itements taken on trust? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(«) Inquiries were made from the District Judge. 

(ft) Government are not prepared to lay the correspondence on the table. 
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(r) The answer given covered both sub-olause (a) and sub-Sanse (b) 
of the question, and Government have nothing to add. 

(^l) (iDvernment were .satisfied with the information given and did not 
fftiisider it necessary to institute further inquiries. As j)oint('d out in the 
reply L'iven to question No. XLV at the last meeting, (lovernment have no 
power to interfere with the discretion vested by law in District Judges to 
app(.int ministerial officers.” 


By l.lx' n<jn’l)l(> Baho liiiAitKNUuA (Jhanoka Bay •, — 


Aiiogatioim i>y mi LX. («) Has the attention of Government been drawn to certain 
undiir-triui scfious allegations which have been made by one Priyanath Das in icgard to 

piiHoimr. tlie treatment that he received as an under-trial prisoner at the hands of the 

officers of Bagerhat Jail in the district of Khulna? 


(?>) If so, have the Government made any inquiry into the said allega- 
tions ? 


(r) Will the Government lie pleased to state whether it. is a fact — 


(/) that the stiid Priyanath Das, oii his fir.st admittance, was niadc to 
strip and undergo a .sort of drill along with other j)risoners vnImi 
had been .stripf)ed likewi.se? 


('//) that on his refusing to (>at rice touched by any Muhammadan, lie 
was forcibly fed from the hands of a Muhammadan ? 


(/p) that he was made to cleat) the drains of the jail and to do oth(>r 
menial work ? 


(??’) that he was assaulted by a warder and sustained injuries as a 
result ? 


(r) that he represented these matters to the Doctor ? and 
(rv) thill thereafter he was .subjeeted to greater opprt'ssions ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

” (a) Yes. 

(f>) An inquiry has been held by the District Magistrate. 

(r) Priyanath Das was admitted U> the Bagerhat sub-jail on the tUst 
October, 1917. and was released on bail on the 13th November. During this 
period, the jiiil was visited twice by the Subdivisional Officer, once by a non 
olliciiil visitor, and daily by the Assistant Surgintn, who is also Dejuity 
Jsujierintendent of the jail. Priyanath Das was also produced before the 
Subdivisional Officer in Court on several tx;casions. He made no complain I 
to the Subdivisional Officer or to the non-official visitor regarding his treat 
ment in jail. The only complaint that he made to the . Assistant Surgimii 
was that he had lieen slapped by a warder. No mark of injury was shown, 
a.nd the Assistant Surgeon, considering the assault a trivial one, verbally re 
jirimanded the warder. The District Magistrate has found the other allega- 
tions to be w'ithout foundation.” 
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<S//* iS, T. S'itihd ^ Bcihn AmhiCAi (.^lidrtfn .\f<i giniihiT. 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 2 AND 3. 

THE BENGAL (ALIENS) DISQUALIFICATION 

BILL, lidis. 


Thr II (HI 1>J(^ Sir S. 1*. SiiiIki jircisi'ntiMl 1 lit* I'l'port ol I lit' Solt'cl 
( on the (Aliens) nisijiialilication l)ill, I1U8, aiul nioxed that 

tiu‘ said i('])ori he tal\(‘n inlo eonsid(‘ration. 

ddic inotdon was ])Ut and a;^r(‘(‘d lo. 

;riH‘ II ondd(‘ Sir S. P. Sinlia also movi'd 1 haj. the elaus(\s (d the Pill Im( 
considcn-iMl foi- siddltniunit in tlic' lorin r<‘eoimnend(Ml l>y the Sidoct 
Coiniiii tt('(‘. 

ddie motion was ])ut and a^*roiMi to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

Tin* llon’hle pAiUJ Amiuoa (diAKAN Ma-iomoak inov(‘d that I’or the word 
“ Nati^'e’\ in lini' 2 of cdausi^ 2 oT tln^ Hill, tin* word “ Indian ” Ix^ snhsti- 
I 111 ed. 


JIo said : — 

My liord it may lx* ])< »ot-ieally t rue t lial- t ln‘r(‘ is not hing ^-tx)!! or liad 
but t hinking ma'<<‘S it so ; hut so lon^ as l-heri* is a human mind iiiovimI hy 
iuiman lei^lin^s ami sejitinnmt s thinking ofti'ii bixmmes una \'oida hie. iini 
word ‘ naliv(‘ ’ as used hy Puroix^ans in this (xmntry has (xnin' in as a word 
el‘ (x)nt,(‘mi>t . ^A voic(‘ cried ‘ No’). ^'ou ma^' say ‘ No’ hut wi' an' 1 he pt'opli ' 
wlio (\*('l and you arc tin* j)ex)ph' who UH(.i it. Nodouht, my Lord, w«' are as 
much natives of India as Ln^lislinKm an^ t he nati vc^s of England ; hut I do net 
supj)os(^ that an,y man, eitln'r a Fnmehman, a (b'rman or a Russian domieih'd 
or naturaJize(i in England would ever \a*ntun^ to call an En^^lisliman a nativo'. 
Particularly in tin* c^asi* ot tin^ Indian JVinc-(>s they have rendered siLCnal 
S(*rvices in tin* jiresimt cidsis and I do not six* Avhy we should use tin* wotxl 
‘native’ instead of * Indian ’ to (h‘si^nat(' them. ddn* l<x*al t »o\'(‘j'nnnmt of 
anotIn*r province has set a vm-y <jfoo I (*xamj)le hy discxiu raLrine; tln^ usm of this 
word in any ollicial j)ap(^r or document, and I think tin' Rental Clovorn nienl- 
hav(* ov(*rythine’ tx) e^ain and notliin^ tolosi* hy similarly discourajL^’i n^ this t (*rm. 
I>esid(*s, my Lord, the wor<l ‘ India ’ in tliis Act has lx*(*n di'lined not only to 
nn‘an Pritish India hut also the tf*rritories of our allied Princes, so. in the 
litness of t-hinc;s, tin; word ‘ Indian ’ shouM he suhstitut(>d for the word 
‘ native.’” 


Th(5 Iloii’hlc Sn: S. P. 8iniia said : — 

'din behalf of ( lo viuaiirnm t I acc(*pt the amen Innmt profx>sr(| hy my 
Hon’hh^ fiiend. I do not think that tln^ use of the word ‘ nativi* ’ in Acts 
th t' Le^rislatun* carri(*s any senses r>f cf>ntx*mpt with it, hut. at t In' same tinn 
1 think that, there is considerahh; force in what the, llon’hh M(*mher has 
Hrg'ed with rt‘^^ard to tin* usi' that is soinetiini^s made of tin' word, ami in 
<lcfen'nce to what I cannot help thinking is a very common and almost univei- 
i^al Sentiment the rJovernmont acci'ptH tin' su;/geHtion mach; hy the Ilon’hh* 
Member.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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me nengfn 

Bahu Amhua C/uirau J/aju/ndar ; Sir S. P. Siiiha. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

'riK» Hon’l>l(‘ JUini Amhica Chahan Ma.jltmdak was to have moved <hat 
after thf' words “In this Act”, in line 1 of clause 2 of the Bill, the brackets 
and h^iirc “(/)” In^ inserted, and that the followin^r be added, namely : — 

“(J?) Brrtish subject me^ans any of His Majesty’s natural-born, 
domiciled or naturalizc^d subjects in India or in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland”. 


said : — 

“ Upon mature considoral i(»n 1 have' come to the conclusion that this 
amendment ought not to be moved at tlu' ju’esent stage and so I ask your 
hjxcellency’s peuanission to withdraw it. 

The motion was then, by leave of tlie Pr(‘.sident, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

Th(^ llon’ble Baiui Amiuca Chakan Majumdak moved t liat aftio* the 
wfu'd “ Vice-(diairman ”, in lim^ 12 of clause .‘I of Ihe Bill, the words “ or 
Kngin(‘(‘r or Health Ollicer ”, bo inserted. 


He said : — 

“ Undtii* claus(^ 8 of tlu^ Bill theri^ are c(>rtain a])point ments whi^di have 
been UKudioiuHl as Ixu’iig withheld from the alitms. They an* the (diairman, 
th(^ Deputy Chairman, the Vice-Chairman ; the two posts of Kngine(‘r and 
Health OlHcer i)articularly of (hilcutta and Howrah an^ also v(M*y im]>ortant 
appointments and 1 do not think that they arc* in any way less important than 
thosci of th(' Deputy Chairman and Vice-(diairman. 1, th(*r(dor(\ propose 
that th(' words ‘ Kiigimior ’ or ‘ Health Oflicer ’ l)e also inserted after tlie 
word ‘ VicH^-Chairman 

Tin* llon’ble Sir S. V, SiNiiA said : — 

“ Sir, t his jiarticular point, was consiihuaal V(‘ry can^fully in t he St*l(‘ct 
CJomniittcu^ and it was unanimously decided tlnat wi^ should not add tli(‘S“ two 
particular oHiciU's, and the reason is this : what the Bill does is to preudude 
alicuis, llu* meaning of which is wcdl known, from, lirst of all, taking part in 
the (deetions and secondly from being (deleted themselves. But it goes fui tlier 
than that Icecause it disqualities aliens from holding executive office of the 
])articular description mentioned, namely. Chairman and Vic(*-Cliairman. So 
far as these otficers are concerned they become members of tlui body over 
whitdi tliey presides or practically preside^ and there is a large amount of 
diseri’tion which is vested by the statutes regulating local bodies in these 
ofiices. The same cannot bo said with regard to officers of the description 
mention(‘din the amendment, such as the Kngiiieer or the Health Officer ; and 
the sense* of the Select (yomniittei^ was that it would be best to leave it to the 
discretion of tin? Municipality, the Local Boiird or the District Board as to 
wlu^ther they would liave an alien for the purpose of carrying out the duties 
of an Engineer or Health Offic(M\ It does not restrict them in their choice and 
I have no doubt that if officers wore available for these particular posts who 
are Britisli subjects and not aliens, the local bo<dies concerned would give 
preferenci^ lo British subjects, but we do not think that it will serve any useful 
purpose to restrict tin*, discretion of the local bodies in making their choice, 
in cases of officers who do not dictate the policy but carry out orders themselves. 
Under thest* circuinstances I would ask my llon’ble friend if it would serve 
any useful purpose to put these two additional officers in the section. ” 
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Btbu Ambica Charan Majumdar ; Sir S. P. Sinha. 

The Seramporc College Bill, I91S, 

Sir S. T. Stnha, / Bahii Anihica Cluivdyi ]\Iagiuid(xr. 

The Hon'ble Babu Ambica Charan Majumoar said : — 

‘‘After flu? clear expression of opinion of flu^ llon’Mo Mtnnlxn* in eliar^^e, 
1 do not press the aniendiiKMit/’ 

The motion was then, by h^avc^ of the Prt*sident, wllhdrawn. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No, 8. 

The Ilon’ble Sir S. 1\ Siidia inovtHl that tlu' I>ill, as snttlrd in ('oiineil, Ik' 
passed. 

Tin? motion was put and a^recnl to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM NO. 9. 

THE SERAMPORE COLLEGE BILL, 1918. 

The llon’bh? Sir S. I*. Sinhv nioviul that, the S(‘ranipor<? (a)lh‘^(‘ 
Bill 1918, be rtderriHl to a S(*l(*(*f Commit ti‘(‘ consisting of llic llon’ble 
Mr. Wordsworth, tin* llon’hh' Br. |)t‘ba Prasa I Sarl)a<lliikari, I hr llon’ldr 
Dr. Howells and th(' MoV(*r with inst riurtions I o (h rculat-r tdn ir report in t inn* 
iVjr its consideration in ( h)uncil al the inc(‘tin^' !.(► Im* ln*Id on t h«' iolJi Marcdi 
1918. 

Ib? said : — 

“As the Dull was int!‘o<l ucmmI in a V(‘ry ch^ar sptMM-h by the Ib^n’I^h 
Mr. O’Malh^y at the last mrt^tin^’ of the ()ouiicil I d(» not think that tlnut* is 
any net;(?ssity lor nn' to say anythinix on this oc(?asion with i‘(5;4‘ard tot-lir 
piovisions of the Bill.” 

Tin* llon’bhi Bab(i Amihoa Charan Ma.himdar said : — 

“My Lord, tin? Si^rampon? (h)llr^(* is om* f)f the ol(h?st, if not- tin' olde.st, 
colh^ge in Ben^’al. It carri('S back our nn?mory to tin? days of William t^aia y, 
Joshua Marshinan and »Iohn Clark Marsliman who W(?rc the pioin?ers not only 
of missiornary enterprisi? but also of i?dueation in this (?ountry. It is, t hc!M‘for<', 
not without some feeling’ of re^rt?t that I find myself eonstraiin'd lofiartially 
oppose this measuri'. Tin? Seramporc? Collect?, as tin? Ilon’bh? Members are 
aware, was establishcMl in the? year 1818 wlnni S(u*amporc? was Danish t(?r ritory. 
In 1827, His Majc?sty Kin^* Fr('dc?rick VI of Denmark ^ranl(‘d a Chart(*r t-otln* 
college enipovv(?rin^ ii to (?onler d(?fjfrces upon its students. Kightcteai yi'ars 
passed away and tin* college authorities did in»t actually takt* power to confer 
tliose degrees. T[ic‘n, in 1845, Seramporc was tranHf(?rr(?d to tin? British 
Covornrnent by a Treaty. In 1858 a LIniversity was (?stablish(?d under a 
Koyal Charter in (>alcutta and the Sc^ramporc* Coll(?ge was duly atliliat(?d to 
that University enjoying a handsome* grant from (iovernnnnit for its 
maintenance and the Charter rights of 1827 were waives!. Now it is 
proposed to invoke the authority of this Charter after a lapse? of nearly 
three-quarters of a century to establish a n(?w University at tin? mill lr>wn ol 
‘Seramporc almost opposite this Univ<?rHity town of Calcutta. J>c?for<? anything 
else T Would like to kneuv what has happoiKMl since 1845, whi(?h has h?d to tin? 
Hudden resurrection of this long- forgot ten Treaty for tin? establishmc'nt of a 
now University there. My Lord, I have not the least objection to tlic cc^llege 
authorities of Seramporc being empowered to grant tlu?ological degrees. This 
*8 a matter which is ontin^ly between the S(?ranif)ore Colleg<* on om* side and 
the vSeottish Churches, the St. PauLft (/ath(?dral Mission, the St. Xavj(?r’H and 
other Missionary colleges, on the other. If this differential treatment will not 
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Tlte Serampore College ^tll, 1918. 

«> 

Bahu Mahendra Nath Rag. 

touch ihoir sUBCcptibilities it need not hurt mine ; but the power proposed to 
lio conferred upon the Serampore College to grant degrees other than theij- 
logical Kccms to me to be open to serious objection. I have my own doubts as 
(o our j)ower to create such an institution in tlie face ol the Charter of the 
(Calcutta University witljout the aid of a Parliamentary statute, but I am not so 
)>resumptuoUH as to lay much stress upon my opinion in the matter. Tlu! 
beamed Member in charge of the Bill must have satisfied himself as to that. 

1 oj)i)ose th(( BillOn principle. Why should we single out one college for the 
])Urp(.)H(! of this extraordinary power, while tlii're are so many colleges, many ol 
which art' mort' efficient and bt'tter etjuifiped than the Seranijioro (/ollt'ge, 
when we are not jirepared to grant this power to them? Then.' is the Presi- 
dency (College which datt's from the time of the old Hindu College and quite 
as old as the Serampore College. It is the jmmiier college in the Presidency 
and then' are the Metropolitan ('ollege, the liipon College, the City College 
and the Scottish Churches College. We are not going to grant any such 
jiower to any ol these colleges ; then why should we grant this extraordinary 
powi'i- after a lapse of ne.arly 74 yi'ars to (he Serampore Colh'ge ? My Lord, I 
know there is soiic' sort of 'I'reaty, but Yonr Excelle.ncy will l>e ideased to 
consider what stupendous changes hav'e takim place' since IS 1.0 ni this 
country. A llniversily has been estaldisljed which, as far as territorial 
jiirisdi<'tion is concerned, is perhaj's the' large'st in the world. ^ our Excel- 
lency now rules over a Presidt'iicy whiidi is twelve times as large as Deiitnark, 
whetln'i' in the time of llanih'l. or in Hh' timi' of King Frederick \1, and in the 
particular ease of tliis Cliarte'r llis Majesty the King of Denmark liad only 
Se'i’ampore' as his seth' posse'ssnin in 1-his e'ountiy ainl Ic may h.i\t‘ 
granted a (Charter to it with Ha; idi'.a <d’ starting a small Univi'rsily town. 
But O’otir Excellency has to consiiler not only I he colh'ge at Serainjiore, but 
also the case of 11 colleges that have sjirung up nn lei' the University ol 
Calcutta. As far as the Treaty is concerned 1 do not think we ar.- going t o 
break it. d'hi' ('barter has Ix'e'n api'cnded to the Bill which has been circu- 
lated 1,0 us and I do not sei' anything '.vliieh eomiiels ns to singh- out the 
Serampore College and to give it th.- power of conferring degi'ces other t han 
theological. If the 'Treaty was not. broken in IS.aS it eaiiiiot be broken now 
by h'axing matters where they i-t.and. 

'Tln.'i'e is one other (jiiestion whit'h ought to be coiisidi'red along with 
this Bill. The (hdentta Univc'rsity Commission are now sitting and t hey have 
not, tinished their labours .and we <lo not know what, their I'ei'ominendations 
woiihl be. At this moment to start new Universities in this country seems 
to be singularly unfortunate and iniinoper. 

'There ik yet another question to which I will draw Your Exci'llency’s 
attention. It may be that by granting this jiovver to the Seraini'ore College 
we may be interfering with the jiower of the Calcutta Univer.sity and 1 do mil 
think that wi' can grant this j.owi'r to the Serampore College unless luid until 
the (laleutta University has disaffiliated it first of all. I do not think that 
it is reasonable for any individual to try to burn a c.andle at both ends. H 
cannot rt'inain j'art and parcel ol the Calcutta University and at the s.ime 
tilin' exercise the power of conferring degrees independently of the Calcutta 
University. With these observations 1 oppose this Bill so far as it proposes 
to give to the Serampore College power to grant degrees other than theologi- 
cal. I have already said I have no objection to the granting of theological 
degrees by the Seiamporo Colh'ge. 'There is the Vice-(3hancellor of the 
Calcutta University and 1 daresay he will consider this Bill in all its bearings 
at the Select Committee before this measure is passed into law.” 


'The lIoiTble B.mut MAiiENnitA Nath Ray said : — 

•‘My Lord, 1 do not oppose the reference of the Bill to the Select Com- 
mittee . but I agree with my Hon’l'le friend to my left that the principle 
■ 1 , 
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involved in the Bill authorizing the Council of the college to grant degrees 
in hranchew of knowledge and sciene»' other than theology is f»l)jectional»le. 

I have no doubt the Sole(‘t Committee will consitler this part of the Hill witli 
great care. There is one matter to which 1 wojihl invitt' tln^ ntt(mti<ai of 
the Council and it is this : Tiie Treaty of which 1 do not tind a copy in the 
palmers circulated — I may have misst^l it — of 1815, whicdi im]>oscs ui)on tin' 
Covernment of India cm-tain duties and liabilities, as 1 have sai<l, has not 
l>een placed before us, but 1 find in the Stattnnent of Objt'Cts and l\t‘asons 
a summary of the rights and imnuinitic's which tlie 'Tn^aty granttnl to 
the (JollegV. And the summary gcx'S on to say tlint it was laid down 
in the Treaty of rnrcljase that the rights and immunities granitnl to the 
college by the Charter should not be interfered with, but should nunain 
ill force in the same manner as if they had been ol>tained by a (diarter Irom 
the British (xoverninent subjecd. to the gtmeral law of Britisli India. No 
doubt the language of the Charter is jx'rhajis wide mnmgli to authorize' the 
(^Hincil of ttie S(M-ami)on‘ ( 'ollege togrtuit d(‘gn^es in (>tht‘r branches (>f 
knowledge and sci('nc(^ than t Inndogy, b(‘(^aus(‘ tln‘ Chart(‘r in somewhat (luaiiit 
language speaks of the powcn* of (‘onbo ring upon tlu' students of tin* coll(*ge, 
N\ative Christians as well as otliers, degree's of rank and honour aca-ordmg t.e 
their jiroficimicy in as amph* a iminiier as any oth<n- coll(‘gi‘. The Serampon* 
(h)lh‘g(‘, tlie (diarter go('S on to say, sliall oidy have tlie jx'Wt r (>r coidVrring 
such degrci^s to tln‘ sludcmts that trt^Ul'y th(‘ir profici(‘m*y in science. With- 
out criticising and witliout trying to nndi'rstand the exact sirojie ol the 
]>ower granted in the (Miartm*, it is rJmr from the summary of tin* provisions 
of th(' Treaty which is placard bidon' ns that all th(‘se rights and immnniti(‘S 
are to bt‘ subjt'ct to tiu' gemnal law of Britisli India, and I tak(‘ it that ()ne 
nf tli(‘ laws in forev' in Britisli India is what is (‘ontaiiKMl in tin* Universities 
A<*t, which cont(mii)lati‘s tin* grant of degr(X‘S only by bodn's constituPMl under 
t hat Act. It would, theredore, 1 k' no in i ringonu^nt , it- st*(‘ms to nn*, subject 
to what- the* law oHie<*rs ol ( lovoriinn’iit say, ol the rights pr(‘S(‘rved by tin' 
Treaty to hold that tin* Serainpon* (’ollegc* Cnmncil should not have the power 
of conf(M-ring d(*grees in (‘V(*ry bramdi of scieina* and knowh‘dg(s ainl it seimis 
tonn* that to convi'id tin* S<'ramport' College into a University which would 
he coiiipetmit t-o grant, degrei's in all branches ol Arts and S(U(‘U(*e xwnild U* 
to give it tin* power which would not only interfen* with t in* proper jurisdic- 
tion of tlu* Calcutta Univ(‘rsity but with the proper discharge ol the liiin*- 
tions of other collegi*s in this province. At any rate tlnna* an* some eollegcs 
close by which are likely to be very s(*rionHly aflcctiul il such a povver wen^ 
grant('(i. I leave this matt<‘r to the law ollicers of ( jovi'i ninent. and if we an^ 
not houml by the Treaty to authorizt' tin* Colh'ge Couin*il of the S(u*anipore 
C,(jllt‘g(* to grant powers of coide-rring degn*es in all dilh*rent d(‘parl-mcint s o 
Scienci' and Arts, I should thiuK that tlnn’r powt'r of granting degr(‘(*s s ioiih 
1>(! c uilined to theological subjects. As regards t.hi'st' tin* remarks that 1 
havt* made al>out t in* improjiriety of th(' (^inferring of the gemnal jiowtu' would 
not apply.” 


The IIond)l(3 Dr. IIoWklus said 

” My Lord, it seems to me that by far the gia^aior part r)f what tin*- first 
s p(*aker said and a very considerable part of the HfK*(*cli of the second sfH'akei 
<^*aii carry no convictif>n at all in view of the facts of tlu' situation. I he 
s[)eakers from time to time s[)oke of fa*rtain University powfu’s propos(*d to 
be conferred on the S(.*rampore (Jollege. 1 stx* absolutely no inejini ng in an> 
such remark. We possess certain powers and we arc; n*c*eiv'ing no new 
lK3wors that we do not at present posst^ss, powers at any rate of the natuo* 
referred to by the two speakers. The lacts of tlu^ situation are perfectly 
clear. Tho 3 ^ have already been set forth in this Council. Certain p<^>wers 
Were granted to the Serainpore College by the Danish King in the year 1827 ; 
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Serampore, as is well known, being at that time a Danish settlement. The 
founders of the college, though men of faith, wore cautious men and had the 
true interest of education at heart. Soon after the foundation of the 
0()lleg(3 and the granting to it of University powers, there was a financial 
crisis in India of a very serious character. It affected tlie great commercial 
firms anti the finances of the college suffered considerably. It was, therefore, 
due dtiferencti ttj sound educational ideals, the ideals of all educathmalists as 
to wliat a University really is, that led the college authorities to the view 
that it would be unwise for thti timt^ being to exercise any such powers as 
they possessed. In addition to the clause already referred tt) by my friend, 
Mr. Ray, thtu-e is a regulation which also has legal validity, equally with 
the (Miarter, as contained in the statutes drawn up by the Serampore 
authorities in the year 18H;^. Those regulations are given in the Serampore' 
(College Rill, as (drculated among tlu^ members of the Council. Tlu' regula- 
tion in qiU'stion reads as follows : — 


‘ first (Council and their su(uress(jrs for evtn* being authorized by tlu‘ 
Charter to colder siurh degn^es of rank and honou r as shall en(‘ourag(' learning 
in the same manner as othm* Colleges and Universities, they shall from tine* 
to time conh'r (h'grt'es in such branches of Knowledge and Scienct* as may 
be studied there, in the sanu" manner as the Univau’sities in Dtminark. 
Germany and Grc^at Hritain. In denng this the Master and Council shall 
ad iiintum call in the ai<l of any or all the Professors of Serampore (h)llege.’ 


In the y(?ar 1845, after consid(u*able pressure from time to tinu' on the par! 
of the Rritish authoritii'S who wished to purchase the stUt hunent of St*ram}M>re, 
tlie Danish King yielded and agreed to the sal(^ but in connecition with tlu' sale 
om* i hing that had troubled him from time to time — you will get tlu^ facets 
related in the colleger re|K)rts ami in th(‘ Liv<^s and Times of Carey, Marshman 
and Ward by dohn Cfiark Marshman — as to tln^ situation of St^rampore College, 
providcnl thii sale was effectcHl, and we finally agret'd to t he- sale oidy afttu* 
personally attending to the question of the rights oi the collegia ; that was the 
reason (4 the clause^ already referred to by the Hon’bh' Mr. Ray, viz., 
to the efi'ect that the rights and immunities granted to St^rampore College by 
Royal (fiiarter of February 1827, shall not be interfered with, but continue in 
forces in tlu' same manner as they had been granted in British India, subject 
to the general law of British India. Now, Sir, here is a very definiti^ Treaty with 
a Foreign Pow(u' — Denmark — a Treaty, solemnly entered into, confirming with- 
out a shadow of doubt the University pf Avers already conferred by tht‘ 
Danish Crown on the college. 1 am no lawyer, but if law has any meaning 
or any common sense in it, that is the only possible interpretation, ami I never 
yet heard such interpretation questioned by anybaly from lawyers of the 
highest eminence in this country, Indian and European, right up to the best 
lawyers of the Crown in England. The whole thing has been under considera 
tion for years and there has b(‘on only one interpretation of the facts of thi^ 
case, viz., that the Serampore (yollege possesses these powers, real University 
powers, without any reference to any institutions of University rank that might 
have arismi at a later time. This has been the vital issue. Now, I am awan* 
that there may be dift'erence of o{)inion regarding the character of Treaties and 
regarding the way in which Treaties ought to be observed. I judge, Sir, that 
if it had reference to a Treaty affecting any Indian Prince, any Treaty gom^ 
back for many years in connection with any Indian State, I doubt 
that the two speakers would without doubt claim that such Treaty should be 
rigidly adhered to to the very letter. True, there are powers that considtM* 
Treaties, especially in relation to powers that are vvtiaker than themselv'os, 
as mere scraps of paper ; I trust, Sir. that the two speakers will not link 
themselves for a single moment with the aspect that would regard solemn 
Treaties,' recognized as legally valid, as mere scraps of paper that can 
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be torn up and repudiated. What I underHtand, what tho civilized world 
underBtandfl by Britiali faith, is manifest in the present attiiiule (►f tho Jhitish 
Govornment in recognizing, even though it may be incorivt*iiiont that there 
Ih something sacn'd in a Treaty, and certainly so far as w** are concerned 
as a college we greatly appreciate the way in which tln‘ Ihitish (Jovt rn- 
mcnt, although l<x>king upon this as somewhat of an incon vi*ni(Miee. hav<‘ 
regarded tlnunselves as bound down by the law and by a Treaty with a 
Foreign Power as a sacred pledge and international (obligation. So far as 
theological degrees are concerned, no question has Ix't'u raistul ; W(‘ are in 
fact using the ptjwers of the (Charter alr(‘ady and have btHUi using t hein for tin* 
past few years for the conh^rring of theological degro»‘S. The way was inach' 
clear to us from one standiioint by tin? attitude of the last Unive rsity (’oin- 
inission which declared that it would be unwise for the Indian Uiiiversitit‘s 
to contemplate the coidVrring of di*gr(‘ss in tlieology. All we s(*ck now to 
l)roiiden our foundatiims so as t<‘ secure closer co-o}>cration with ollnn- 
Christian b(Kli(‘s besides the Baptists. 


Begarding thf‘ (juestit^n of Arts degn‘es it niiint b(‘ ri'CogniztHl that 
the situation is not without its difficulties. Instead of (lovernnuuit eonh rring 
])owers upon us, 1 think that if the Bill is candully read. il will hi* rccogniz(‘d 
that we are of our own ir(M>-will voluntarily limiting tht' (‘X('rcis(‘, at any rati*, 
oldur f)owers ; wi^ can, so far as the h*gal power is (‘omau-ned, ])r()Ceed to grant 
d(^gr(*(*s even in Arts and Sciemu* or any other Faculty at any tinu*. But in 
view of the situation that has acdaially arisen, wi* hav(‘ agreiMi, after con- 
sultation with thf‘ ( Tovern men t, t(» the insf'rtion ol clause* 1»5 in the Bill ; 
and I trust (hat tin* signifiijance* of our conci^ssion will b(^ fully rt*(a)gniz(*d . 
In vi(‘W of tin* misunderstanding that th(*re is already in exist(‘nci.* on 
the subj(‘ct, I would like to n^ad this clause* of t h(( lb‘11 : 

‘ 13. If. at any timi*. tin* Gouncil shall int(*nd to grant dt‘gr(‘es in any 
branch or bi*anch(>H of Knowledge and Scienci* oth(‘r than ddieology, sindi 
d(*grees shall hi* confined to students who shall liave received regular 
instruction at thi' Serampore (Joll(*ge ; and before the Uouncil proeiu'-ds to 
grafit such d(‘gree8, it shall satisfy the Government as di'fined in Hc*ction 2 (A) 
of the Indian Univ^ersitii s Act , ltM)4, in rrdatioii to the (/alcutta Univu*rsity as 
to the adequacy — 

(/) of the (establishment and equipment of the coll(*ge ; 

{2} of the acad(*niic standard to be maintained ; and 

{3) of tln^ financial provision made therefor : 

Provided that the said Government, on ceasing to be so satisfied, may 
withdraw their -approval of the granting of such degrees.’ 

Now, this is a voluntary concession on our part. It was made (dear to 
us that we ought not, unless we were read^*^ for it, to be compedh'd to agree 
to this concession, and certainly anything beyond this we should not regard 
us fair or reasonable. But we feel that our educational ideals of wdial a 
I i)iv(*rsity really means, was so clear and so sound that we liad littb^ ()r no 
hesitation in making this concession rebu red to so far as the granting of 
Arts degrees is concerned, it would be fatal and ruinous to our own inter(*.sts 
*o think of exercising tliis power, unless there is tlji^ most abundant 
.iustification for it. We are not in rivalry with the University of (Calcutta. 
The Cniversity of Calcutta already rect^nizes that it is overwhelmingly 
large. If, at any time, circumstances should lead us in that direction and 
there should be adequate justification for it in the judgment of those 
concerned, we retain the right to develop as an independent Universky. 
granting our own secular degrees, and I am sure iJiat those who have the best 
interests of education at heart, would in no way oppose the objects wc* have 
in view, objects which are perfectly straightforward and perfectly open 
fo the criticism of the Government and the world.’’ 
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The ffon’l>lo Du. Dkra Prabad Sarbadhikaui said : — 

My Lord, at the present momtmt, I do not wisli to say anj^thing with 
regard to tlie principle or the details of the Bill, ljut there is one other 
inat*(n’ wliich is necessary for me to place before the Ilon’ble Minn her in 
eharg(‘ and Your Kxc<^llency in connection with the motion l)efore the 
(A)uncil. The University of (Jalcutta have not yet been al)le to consider the 
matter fully. The Bill was referrf'd to the Faculty of Law of which the 
Ilon’ble Babu Malumdra Nath ILiy is a member. The Faculty has made its 
report and tliat report will come before the Senate for consideration on the 
Di li March. If the report of I he Select Committee is to come before the 
('ouncil on the LHth March, the Select Committee will not have the ofiinion 
of the University before it. It would be an undoubted advantage for the 
Select Committee lo hav(‘. th(^ opinion of the Faculty of Law as wedi as of 
the Senate witen it is considering tlu*^ measure.” 


The PiiKSiDEN'r said : — 

“ l)o('s the Ilon’ble Memb<‘r wisli to mov(‘ an amendment lo that 
motion ? ” 


The Ilon’ble Dk. Deha Prasad Sakhadiiikari said : — 

“ I would lcav(‘ it t-o the Hon’ble Membcn* in charge. ” 


ddie Hon’hle Sir S. P. Sinha said : — 

‘‘My Lord, I rogr(‘t that there should be any appearance o( controversy 
with regard to this very harmless nu'asure. 1 think that a gic at d(‘al of tin' 
apprehension felt by my Ilon’ble friends, Babu Anibica (Jharan Majumdar 
and Babu Mahendra Nath Kay, is due to a miscone(>pt ion as to the object 
of this legislation, and I think also that my friend, the lIon’bb‘ Dr. 
llovv(>lls, was somewhat unneci^ssarily warm (if lie will allow me to say so) 
about any invasion of tin* rights of the Sco’ampore t.’ollege. It is undoubt- 
edly tin* fact that th(^ Serampon* (’oileg(' at the present moment poss(»ssf^s 
the j)ower of conf(M*ring degrees in Theology, in Arts, in. Science, and in 
every other branch of knowledge and that they (‘an do so without a refereno^ 
eitlnn* to the Government or to the University of (jalcutta, because, although 
their rights are pre^smved subj(*ct to the general law of British India, 
there is at present nothing in that law' to restrict their undoubtiul and 
recognized right of conferring (legret'S. Tlu‘y have the ])ower, and it is 
also perfectly correct that this Bill proposes by virtue of that very provision 
to enact, that t he power which they jMissess should be subject to certain 
restrictions, whicli do not. exist at tlu^ pn^sent moment, namelg, that i hoy 
should not confer these degnu'S without satisfying the Government that 
t heir equipment for the purpose is adequate and sufheient. So far, therefon*, 
from this Bill (udarging the rights of the Seramp)oro college it is a 
measure enacte<l to restrict theiu rights and the college authorities hav<‘ 
been reasonable enough to Jigret'. to such restrictions, because, while they feel 
that on their side tliey are not likely to claim the privilege of conferring 
degrees unless they are properly equipped, they are equally confident that the 
Government will not place any obstacles in their way, if, and when, they are 
sufficiently equipped for t he purt)ose. The whole object of the Bill, if my 
Hoit’blo frimids will for one moment look into the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, is this, the college authorities are. naturally anxious to begin 
conferring degrees in theology, which, as some Ilon’ble speakers before me 
have pointed out, the University Commission thought that it was undesirable 
that Indian Universiries should ; but they felt also that belonging only to a 
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[)artic‘ular denomination qf ChriBt.ians it would add to tlu‘ pn^stijire and ulilily 
tlmir degrees if the denominational basis upon which lln* c ollege' n*stt'd was 
[iKxlitiod by the creation of an enlarged Council and of a Senate' consisting of 
[ueniberR belonging to diU'erent Christian (Miurclo's. 'J'lihl is the primary 
)bject of this Hill and so far as one' c*an judge, practic^ally . tin' oidy objt'ct of 
Ids Bill. They have at presemt no intention of cemferring degree s any more* 
han they have had since 1827, but what they desire to ch) is i > take' powe'i- to 
he'inselves to form a Senate in which all Christian sects will be rt'pre^st'nied, 
-o that tlieir theological degrees would be valued], not nu re'ly by t he ]>artie ular 
^ect to winch the colh'ge belongs, but by all other sec ts of Christians, ddiat 
l»t>ing so, it is regrettable that, any sennblance c^ven ol controversy shouhl b<' 
ip[)arent in a mc'at ure of this kind. 1 have no doubt that tht' obsen vat ions 
)f my friends, thi^ Ilon’ble Habu Ambica Charan Mnjumdar and tin' Ibm’ble^ 
Ihibu Mahendra Nath Kay, will bc' taken into cnaisiderat ion by tln'Seh'cl 
^ommittee. The measure' is a purc'ly non-controvc'rsial one'. Tln'ic' an' no 
loubts about their powen*s and thorc^ is no doubt about t in? i^t^sl ric: ions which 
irc' to be imposed upon them. 

Witli reference to what fell from the Hem bh? tin' \ ie('-( dianct llor, I 
may state that wc' are V(>ry anxious to accommodate' llu' Senate' of tin* 
Cidversit.y of ( Calcutta in t'vc'ry possible manner and not, hurry or huslh> 
I hem in any wa^y. If the* I 8th March, whicdi is meni join'd in tin' motion, is not 
suitable or is considered too early, 1 am perft?ctly willing that tin' n'port of 
the Select ('Committee should not be pres(*-nted till tin? 28th March or <‘ven the. 
tth April. I prefer pi rsonally tin' 28th Martdi, so that, then' might. 1m‘ am])h' 
lime t.o consider tin? matttir I would projiosc', i.]n?r('fore, that insti^ad of tin* 
rt'port being considered on Lin' 18th Mar(;h it should 1m? (considered on the 
2Sth March.” 

The Ilon’ble Dk. Dkha Pkasad SAKitADiiiKAUi said : — 

“If the 4th April is suitabh?, it miglit 1 m' tak('n up on that date.” 

riie Hon’ble Siu S. P. Siniia said : — 

‘‘As tln?r(' is likely t.o In? a large* vnilume of business on I In* tt.h April, 
I riin sorry it will not be a suitabh* dati*. I would, tln'n'foiM*, ask my llon’bh? 
rn(?nd to agree to the 28t.h Mar(?h. With tin*S(* ob(?rvati ons, I hopt* that *he 
I'ounoil will not liavt? any difhcully in a(?cepting tin* motion as am('n(h?d. 

The motion was th(?n put in the folhjwiiig ameinh? 1 form an<l agrei? I 
to ; — 

That the Serampore (Jollegc? Bill, 1918, be reb'rred to a vS(?leei (^^nlmit te(^ 
^insisting of the Ilon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha, tin* Hon’bb* Mr. Woi'ds wortdi, tin' 
llon’blo Dr. Doha Prasad Sarbadhikari ami the Ilon’bh* Dr. Howells wdth 
instructions to circulate their report in tinn? for its cnrnsid(*rat nm in bhmncil 
it the meeting to be held on the 28th March 1918. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No* lO* 

THE CALCUTTA HACKNEY-CARRIAGE BILL. 1918. 

The Hon’ble Sik S. P. Sinha moved for loavt? to introdu(?e a Bill to 
LonsoJidate and amend the law relating to hackney-carriages and palanquins 
^n<] to make certain provisions with regard to rickshaws in (kilcutta. 

He said : — 

“ It may be useful to summarize briefly the facts loading up to tlie (‘xisting 
law. Under the first Calcutta Hackney-carriage Act (Bengal Act V of 1866) 
the control of hackney-carriages was vested in the Commissioner of Police. 
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In ooinpliance with a ReHoliition of the JuHticos of Peace, dated the 11th of 
September 1874, ]icngal Act IV of 1878 wan passed, under which the control 
of hackney-carriages was transferred from the Commissioner of Police to the 
Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta, with effect from the 1st of »lune 1878. 
On the recommendation of a Committee of the Corporation appointed in 
October 1890, the law was further amended by Bcmgal Act II of 1891 which is 
tlu^ Act now in force?. Proposals were thereafter brought forward from time to 
time with a vi(‘W to improving the hackney-carriage service in Calcutta and in 
1911 a report on the improv(‘ment of the hackney-carriage service in Calcutta, 
adopted by the Corporation, was forwarded by tin* Cliairman for the considera- 
tion of Government. In pursuance of that report an amending Bill was 
framed by the Government cand intrcnluced in Council and redorred to a Select 
Committee on the 4th of July 1916. 4'he throe most important provisions of 
that Bill were : — 

(/) the omission (ff tii(‘ H(?ctionH in the existing Act by which the 
classes of hackney-carriag(‘s and also the faros for the same are 
rigidly fixed. The Bill provided thatl)otri t hose mat ters should 
be n^gulated by by-laws framed under the Act ; 

(/V) compulsory proluction of carriag(^s with horses 

and harn(?ss used then^with within a w(?i?k after the expiration 
of six months from the date of annual registration ; and 

{Hi) a provision for securing the identification of horsc's. 

Th(' 8eh?ct. ( \)mniitte(' consid(?r(?d that tlie Bill did not d(Uil adt?rjuat(dy 
with all th(‘ additions and alterations necessary in the existing Act and that 
the changes r(?(iuir(Hl would so mat(*rially alter the Act as to go (Uitirely beyond 
the scope of an am(?nding Bill. Th(‘y accordingly reconinuuided that the Bill 
should not b(‘ further proc(‘(?ded w^ith, that f lu? existing Act should be con- 
sidered as a whole and that a lu^w consolidating and amending Bill should be 
framed. The Seh?ct Commit tee’s report was pres(‘nt(‘d to the L(?gislative 
(^)uncil in August 1916 and a moiion was carried that the Bill should not 
be further pr(K;eeded with. A new consolidating and ani(?nding Bill was 
tli(?n drawn up in aeconlance with tlu‘ suggestions of the Seh'ct Comniitlee, 
emlxKlyin r tlu* provisions of the form(*r Bdl as well as other modifica- 
tions of tlu* existing law which were found necessary. 4'hese modificat ions 
wert' such as to n*nd(*r a further reference to tlu? (lovernment of India 
n(‘(?('8sary before the 4iill as recast could be introduced in the Provincial 
Legislative Council. It was accordingly submitted to that Gov(*rnment for 
approval and we have ha<l the benefit of th(*ir suggestions and criticisms and 
now that the (lOvernment of India have finally appiroved of the Bill, it is 
possible to introduce it in (hmncil. 


The modifications of the existing law made by the present Bill are fully 
explained in tlu* Statement of Objects and Reasons and notes on the clauses. 
The most import ant change is the provision made in Chapters II and IV for 
the separate rt*gistration of horses and carriages. It has been found iii 
practice that the chief defect in the present mode of rogist(*ring horses is 
that there is nothing to identify the animals which have been passed as fit 
by the rogist(*ring officer. The registering of carriages and horses is now 
done simultaneously and as the perio<i within which carriages are registered 
extends over several w'ceks, owners often bring up the same horses harnessed 
to different carriages. Inferior horses arc afterwards substituted wh^n the 
carriages actually ply for hire. To prevent this fraud and to ensure that 
only horses that are fit should draw register(3d carriages, provision is m«ade 
in clauses 29 and 30 to facilitate the identification of horses approved by the 
registering officer and to prevent the substitution of animals not approved 
by him. As, moreover, one man may own a carriage and another the horse 
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or horses which draw it, provision is niadt^ in clause 2r> Tor the separate 
registration of horses — wliile the compulsory prcKluctioii of registered horses 
with harness for half-yearly mspection by the registi‘ring oHicer is ensured 
by clause 28. On the occasion when the last Hill was intruluc*ed, the 
Hoii'ble Babu Ambica Charan Majuindar SiHuiied to have sonu* misgivings as 
to whether the marking for identification of horst^s whic h was contemplated 
could be made without causing much bodily pain to the animals. It might 
bo of interest therefore to mention the history of the ])rovision in this respecU. 
Sometime before 1911 tht> Corporation inovcid Covconiiumt i,o san<*tion a 
by-law to the effect that horses should be branded on thc‘ hoof for purpose's 
of identification. Tlie (government consultcnl tin? Supmintendtuit of tin* 
(fivil Veterinary Department in the matter and cb^elined to sanction tin' 
proposed by-law on tJie ground that it would not work satisfactorily and 
was not likely to secure tln^ object aimed at. The Corporation tlnm tried an 
alternative metlnxl which obtained in tl ubbulpon*. A lound brass disc 
about the size of a rupee with a registered number stampi'd on tin' sidt‘ and 
the class of the carriage' for which tin* horst^s n'gisterc'd stamps 1 on tin? 
rt'verse was fastened round the horses’ neck with flexible' wire', tlu' <*nds of 
which were? fastened by a small h?ad-s(?al so that any unli(?(‘ns(?d horse (?oiild 
b(? easily detected and dealt with as such, d'his schenn' was on trial, found 
to succeed in securing tlu? olfj(*ct ainu'd at, but tiu' Chairman, sU])portiMl by 
tlje Legal Adviser of the Corporation and by the? view ol ( iov('rnnn?n< . held 
t hat it (?ould not bi' (?nfor(?ed and it was, therefort', left to t lit' option of 
hackney-carriage owners to affix the disc? or not as th(*y chose. rhe? (h>rj)ora- 
tion thereaftc'r rc?(?ommeiKbHl that h?gislation should In* uinh?rtaken to give? 
('fleet to the provision of discs as above? mentioned. (Sovernmenl agr(?ed 
that the system of discs appeared to b(‘ as g<H)d as any otlu'r which has y(*t 
be(m dev"is(?d, but Ix'tter means might possibly be disc*ov(?r(*d h(‘r(?aft(?r and 
it was dt'sirable, therefore, that I lu' am(‘ndnn?nt of tin* law should Ix' in a 
gt'iieral form so as to permit of tlu? adoption of tht* disc nudluKl or any otlu*r 
nu'thod with the same obj(*ct in vi(*vv. Accordingly it is provided in 
clause' 29 of tlu? pros(?nt Hill that the r(?gistering office)- shall caus<' to lx? 
attached or ap])lied to any rc'gistoix'd hoi'sc* such mark of idf'iitilieation as may 
hi' piesci-ibed by by-law Jiiade under claust? 71. 


Tlu' Hill also a])j>lies to rickshawH vnitatis mutandis tlu? provisions 
aheady in foi’ct' in r(?gard to palanquins. The difficulties now (?xp(?ri<inc(?d 
in eniWeing the appeai’ance of a drive*)* lx?for(‘ a Magisti-ate ai(? Tn(?t by a 
provision (clause 73) that summons(?s against the di*iver undei- tlu? A(?t 
niay also be served on the owiu*r of the cari*iag(‘ or horses and by the provisions 

of clause 47 (r) and {d) empowering tlu? i-egistering offic(?r to (?ancel or 

suspend the di*iver’s license, if the driver fails to app(?ar Ix'forc? the? Magistrati? 
when summoned t(j answer a charge or if the owner, on bi?ing calhxl upon 
to do so, fails to produce him. 44u* penalty clauses throughout tlu' Act hav(* 
lH*en revised and made mutually consistent, and suitable t(?rms ol imiu’ison- 
Tiient in default of payment of fine liavo* been preH(?rilx?d. Alt<*ntion Is alsc) 
drawn to the first provision of clause 2 which pi*ovides tfiat wlum it is pro- 
posed to (?xtend the Act to militai’y cantonments the notification (?xt(*nding 
fhe Act shall not be published without tht? previous sanction of the (iov(?rnoi- 
(fenei*al in Council. The second prt>vi8o enacts that wh(?n it is proposed 

to exclude from, or include in, Calcutta any local area in the vicinity 

of the same by notification, a di’afl fhei*eof shall be previously publislu?d 
and any ratepayer or inhabitant of tlu? area may, if he objects to th(? di*alf, 
submit his objections in writing to the LcK?al Government wdthin six W(?ekH 
from its publication and the Local Government shall take such objeeticjiis 
into consideration. Jt is believed that, with these? saf«?guards, no ohje.ction 
will be found to the Bill in so far as regards its possible application to cantou- 
nient areas or areas not included in Calcutta. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


{Under the Rule.<t for the discussion of matters of general public interest.) 

Tho Hon’Mo Uai Maiiendka Chandra Mitra Hahadur moved the 
follovvin^ij l eHolution : — 

'riiis (youiieil recommendB to the Governor in Council that steps be 
taken to reiiK^did the sluice in tlu> l)anio(lar left (unbanknumt on the 
western bonier o( mauzu Gazipore in thana Amta, in the ilistrict of Howrah, 
by widenintC tht^ size c»f the existing narrow vmit and lowering’ the floor oi 
the said sluice wit h a view to draining out the stagnant rain-water from 
th(^ paddy li(dds and preventing any further damage to the winter rice crop 
of niauzas Sonainnkhi and (iazipore. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, I m'ed hardly take up tluGiirn^ of tlu' Council by entei ing into 
d(‘tails about lln^ urgent necessity of th(^ pi’oposal \vhich I am placing befor(^ 
tin* (/ouiKjil to-day. On a previous occasion thi' llon’ble Mr. Cumming stated 
that. tlu‘ Amta Drainage Scheme had already Ixam approved by ( lovernmeni 
and was only a wait ing funds, tlnw^ost having Ixhui (‘stimati^d at about ten 
lakhs of rupei^s, T\vj ])roposal which 1 now make is a molest on * and 
involves an (^xpenditun^ of a few t housands which can be met out of the special 
grant of two and a half lakhs of ruptM^s provided in this yixir’s Lutlget, with 
a vi(‘W t () mil igate tlie (Hvil (‘(Vects of the Damcnlar floods in the Burdwan 
Division. L(‘ss than t. wo lakhs of rupees has prol)ably been s[)ent out of this 
grant by this time. As tin* Damodar hdt embanknumt is Government pro- 
perty, it is only natural that the slui(*e in (juestion m(‘asuring two fcjet broad 
by four fei^t. three iimln^s high, used for the double jiurpose of irrigation and 
drainage for an area of sqiian^ mih*s, should bo rmnodcdled by Government 
to meet tln^ presmit dmnand. The present condition of the paddy fields, 
which are still under (bu'p watm*, is doing immense mischief to tin* 
winter rice ciaip, and betrays a most deplorable state of affairs ; if the water 
is not ilrained out now, it will not flow out when the river rises in the rainy 
season, with the result that it would not lx* possible to grow a new crop next 
season. Thtwirgeney of draining out the water in question now canm.t be 
gainsaid. And 1 hope and trust, the Council will accept the resolution thus 
preventing the j>ossibility of sp)reading discontent among the illiterate and 
starving peasantry. With these few words, 1 commend this resolution to tlx* 
acceptance of Your Excelh3ncy’s Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said : — 

“ Sir, the Hon’ble Member desires that certain villages to the West of 
thana Amta, in the ilistrict of Howrah, bo drained into the Damodar river 
through a sluice in the left embankment of that river, as a separate project 
apart from the main Amta drainage project. 

There are two grounds why Government are not prepared to accept fht* 
resolution : an engineering ground and a legal ground. 
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In tho lirst pla.ce^ wliilo the IIc)iiM)le AIi'iiiImm* dt^sires to drain tlu‘st' 
villages to the West into the Dainodar ri\>*r, iialurt^ has ordaiiitul that the 
natural drainage from t hat loeality is to the east aiul s. )iith-t‘ast. Provision 
has heen made for the drainage of this loeality in tin* Ami a drainage' projet*! 
whiidi has heen pre'pare^d and which awaits t*xt‘eiil ien whe n tumN are‘ 
available. 

In tlie second place', it is true that at a certain levc*! of tin' l>ani«»dar 
river it is possihh* to drain through the sliiict* in (jut'stien le tin* W(‘st into 
I, he rivtu' ; hut if any one desires to take> advantage of that i)pj>(>i tnnit y, the 
propt*r piocedure is to make an apj)li(‘ation to t hi' (%)ll('ct<n- nndt‘r s<*(‘|,ion IS 

of th(‘ Emhankment Act. If it should appear to tin' (’olleclor that, lln^ work 

is om^ whiidi may prohahly h(' ext'cuti'd wit.h adv\antage, I inni 1 lu* procediiie 
piesmihed in section 7 of the A(‘t will he followcnl. I, tluM‘(dor(>, it'cc )mniend 
tin* Hon’hh' Menilxn* toatlvise I.Ih' ptuiple (d tlu' locality either tt» wait tdl 

tht‘ Anita drainage project is completed or to cjoint' forward and make an 

a}>plication undi'i* section 18 of t lig Embankment A<^t.’ 

' V\\v flon’hle Pai Mahendka Oiiandua Mitka pAirAnnii said ; — 

“My Loi'd, tin* 11 on ’hh' , M r. (’umming has rt'ftnrtnl first of all to the 
engiiH'ering difficulty. That (piestion, being a tecduiicaal one, is viny difficult, 
and I am not in a jiosition to answer it projierl}’. 

Witli n\g<ard to th(‘ K'gal asp(.‘ct., 1 can ])nt forward my own vi(‘ws on it. 
Se(!tion 18 of th(‘ Em!»ankment Act no doubt lays do wn t lie }>ro(*ed u re by w InVh 
lh(‘ construction of sluices may b(‘ madt*, but to my mind if appears that that 
has reference only t.o new slnicc's. If tin* se(*|.ion lu* read in the light which 
I submit to this (a)uncll, it will apjiear that th(‘re is alr(*ady an old slui(;e aud 
till' qiK'stion im'olved is as t.o it.s (udargtmienl . Idiat is tin' only jioint raised. 
In my humble o])inion, t Innad’orc*, the jirovision of sc'ction 18 will not Is' a 
bar, it' tlic II on’ble Mcinbt'r in (diarg(* consi<lers that it is m^'essary. As 
ih(' question is a t(‘chnical om*, I have* no otin'r fdlcrnahvi* but- to with- 
draw it.” 

The [((^solution was tlu'ii, by leav(^ of the; Jha^sidimt, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 

Tln^ Pkksidknt said : — 

“1 undc'rstand that tht; 1 lon’blo Maharajadhiraja Pahadur of Ihirdwan 
has an engagement later in the day and 1 liava* asciertaimsl from tln^ llon’bh' 
Mr. Irwin that he has no obj{s;tion to it(‘m No. 13 Isniig given prcjccsloncae 
1 nder tlie circumstancu^s, 1 now call upon tin' llon’blc Maharajadhiraja 
Pahadur of Burdwan to move his Resoluti(in.” 

riie llon’ble Mauakajadhiuaja Bahadxjk of Bukdwan moved : — 

This Council recommends to the rjov<M*nor in Council that tiarly steps Ix^ 
K'ik(m to obtain official and non-offi(daI opinion on the ad visjibility of an 
enactment of an Impartible i)V Inalienabh^ Estates Act for Ihiiigal or of an 
amendment of the Bengal Settled Instates Act, so as to mak(^ it more 
attractive to the classes for whose iienelit the Act was inteinled. 


He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, for inany^years past I have cherished a keen (lesire to siic in 
Pengal an enactment something Lke the Madras Impartibhi Estates Act. My 
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first att(^inpt in this diroctioii dates back to the year 1909 when I was making 
some priv"at(^ enquiries al)Out the desirability of amending the Bengal Settled 
Kstates Act so as to render it more popular and aecc^ptable to those for wliom 
it was meant. 1 received a most sympathetic response from the tlien 
]aeutenant-Gov(‘rnor Sir Kdward Baker, who, later on in 1910, ap}K)inti*d a 
(Jonimitt(‘e of members of the Legislative (Council to enquire into the cause of 
the failures of th(‘ Settled Estates Act and to consider remt‘ lies. As having 
S('rved on the Committee. I remember tin* proposal of amenflment had to l)e 
droi)p(^d mainly on the grf)and of there having been no general demand foi* 
th(^ anumdnnmt of the Act amongst the zamindar families, thougli th(‘ Com- 
mltt(^(^ found ‘ that there* were instances of persons who would like to s(*e 
their way to pr(‘V(*nt a disinte^gration of their property, which must follow 
th(‘ir d(‘ath \ Having thus faih^l in my attempt to secure an amendm(*nt of 
tin* Si'tth^l Estat<‘s Act, 1 ))roposed, as a member of that Committtn*, to have 
int.r(Kluc(‘d into Ihmgal an Impartible Estate's Act and tin* (Jommitt,e(' re(U)m- 
m(*nded my suggestion for the consideration of tin* Covernment. This was 
just prior to tin* Delhi ehang(‘s when we could count upon Bihar as a part of 
Bengal. 1 se riously eont(*m]>lat(Hl trying in a private Bill in consultation with 
t-ln* re])reS(*nt ativ(*s of the Baronial Houses of Bihar, many of whom like my 
own llousf* wen* gov(*rn(‘d by the law of Primogenitun^ acc(n*ding to 
Kulachara. Owing, hovv(^V(n•, to the territorial redistril>ut-ion of P.tll my id(‘a 
had t,o <abandomMl and tin* (lovornment too did not move in tln^ mat ter 
any further. Siiuu' th(‘n I havc^ b(*.on watching tin* sentim(‘nt.s of my brotin*!* 
zamindars (»f Ihnigal in this respiK't for the last sincm y(*a''s and vvln‘n at tin* 
lirst ( h)nf(M*(‘nee of ihmgal Zamindars held in Cahuitta, in I)(‘eeniber last, it 
was * (n)nsid(‘n*(l dcsirahlc to havt* an (mactment of an Im])artihle and Inali(*n- 
able EHtat(*s Act for th*' protection of Zamindars in Bt'iigal ’ and a Kesolnt ion 
was j)ass(ul ‘to considt'r tin* question with a vit'W to ynemorial irurty the 
(rovernment on tJie subj(*et ’ 1 thought it was t innH o t ake U]) t hissuhje(*t 
onci^ again to the Lt^gislativi^ Body^ of t his Provinces and 1 tleenn^d it my duty 
thus to gatlier for t in* (hdilx'rations of t-ln^ Zamindars’ (hjmmit-ttHq of whieli 
I am a m(*ml)er, tln’ough tln^ medium of tln^ Covt‘rnnnmt, oIVnnal and non- 
otheial opinions which will be of the gr(*at(^st. valui' t.o us of t in* ( M)mmit t tn*, 
wluNii we mei*t to frame concn*tt^ proposals for tin* consideration of the 
(lovernnu'iit . 


In sonn^ quarttu's then* is an appn*hension that my intention in bringing 
this Ju>solution is not only to forestall the activiti(*s but to confuses t In^ 
issues of tin* Committee in which I have been givtm to l)lay my own part 
howsoever small or insignilicant it may be ! Considering that I was largely 
rt*sponsibb' for inaugurating tJie first Conference of Bengal Zamindars 
in 1 )t'C('iiibi*r last it would not only bo comical but ungracious on my 
part if 1 were to try" to belittle the exist enct^ of a forct^ which to me 
has been most welcome and is full of potentiality" of a far-reaching con- 
stupieiicc* to the Zamindar community of Bengal in general. My" object 
therefori' in bringing this Resolution ft)rward at this stage is two-fojd. 
In the lirst place, it is to expedite the fruition of a long-cherished desire 
in my mind to have something done in tht^ local legislature to prott*ct 
the importance and integrity of old and honoured zamindari houses by 
starting work simultaneously" in tin* Legislative Body and in the body of the 
zamindars concerned, so that each might pursue its own course of investi- 
gation independently and benefit mutually" by each other’s findings whenever 
occasion may arise for their mutual reference. Secondly", it is to assist tin' 
Committee of the Zamindars mainly- by collecting through CJovernment 
Agency expert opinion, both official and non-official, whoso views are 
(essential to enable the Committee to bring forward their final proposals- 
to the Covernment. It is true that aftm' all the zamindars concornt*d 
ar(^ the best judges as to what they^ need for t^ho protection of their 
families and prop(*rti('S, but it is equally true that an enactment of the kintl 
contemplat(*d in the Resolution involves intricate questions of Hindu anti 
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Muhammadan lavvB of succossion and alionatioii ;iiid as i li(‘s<* laws lii^ldv 
t(^c*hnical and complicated, opinion of legal ('Xptu ts is indis} >tMisal»ly nect'ssarv 
in coming to a deliiiito conclusion on the suhjoct. 1 nuisi candidly confess 
that I am far from Ixung woll-versod in the l>aya-Hliag Law of lU ngal or in 
tlie dilferent laws of succession amongst the dilfert^nl si'cls of Mulianmiadans, 
and p(?rhajis there are not many among us who maj^ lai^kle tliesr proljhnns 
ingeniously, but on the other hand, th(» Governnnmt may give us th(‘ Im'sI b^gal 
advice on sucli points, it may givt^ us without any diHieully an idi a of thr 
working of similar legislations in other Province's, as wo know, t liei e is 
alr(xady one existing in Madras and anothen* is al>out to Ix' ini rod ue<*d into 
l ln^ Unitexl Provimu'S, and it is for sfxuiring t I k'sc iinaluabh^ aids that I havr 
detunt'd it nece'ssary to mov(^ iliis Resolution in ('onnc'il ('Ven Ix foro tin* 
Zamindars' Lonimittt^e would meet ; it will at h^ast sa\’t' llunn from boiii^ 

criticdsiHl as not being (‘ithei* fully n’>pres(mtative in eliaracher oi* as ha\ ing 
taken on tinur shoul(bn*s a colossal pi<'C(‘ of eont(unplal.(Ml b'gislatiini without 
eonsideidng its issues in all its dilb'rent aspe(ds If W(‘ weia* t.o start on our 
niission without tlie support of t he (lovernmtuit on the oin^ hand or (‘Xpin t 
advice, both ofiunal and non-ollicial. on tiu' other, W(‘ sliould be niiKtli l(*ss 
sure of siicc(‘ss than wii would b(‘ if w<^ appc'anxl Ixdoia' tin' public and t ins 
t'ouneil with our ])roposals bascul on the best, advica' and opinions availabh' 
in t.h<‘ Provdncii. My inti'iition is simply to if tlu're is a demand for an 

Impart ibl(‘ Kstatt's Act in ILmgal and to rtxx'ivc' t-lu‘ opinion ol ollieial and 
non-otlicial exj)erts on the ad visability of intro lu(‘ing sindi an imaetment in 
our Provin<‘(' and having reasons to b(di(‘V(' that tlu' (lovcumment will assist 
flic to gain the object that 1 hav(' in ^ i(‘W 1 sineer<‘ly hop(‘ that my In-other 
zamindars presimt lun'(' and all my oth(‘r (adli'agiU'S, both ollieial a!iil non- 
ollieial, will b'ud their support , not only as a mani b'st at ion of tlu'ir ('arm^sf 
(h‘sire to t.ry and find out what obstaeb's tlu'n' may lx- towards atdiic'vdig a 
matter of \'ital importancx* to the Zamindars of Rengal, Init, also, as I have 

said })ri‘viously, to assist tin' (h)mmitt(‘e of Zamindars with invaluable 

materials to frann' conciadx'. proposals for the acceptaiux' of the ( 1 o\(*rnin(nit 
and the Council at. a later stage. 


\\ ith these words, my Lord, 1 beg to move th(‘ Res(dtition whicli stands 
m my namt*.” 


The lloiTbh*. Mk. CnMMiN(j said : — 

Sir, 1 am in a position to statf' at oinx^ that (lovcnmnxnit aee<‘pl t he 
Resolut ion of the Ilon’bb^ Mcnnber to the etfect t hat t he oinnions ol ollicials 
and non-oflicials be elicited on the «ad visal>ility of legislation on tJu' subje(!t. 
<'l the impartibility and inalienaliility of (^states. 


It will bt' convenitmt to give Inua^ a summary of the past history ol 
similar pi-oposals. In LK)!, the lUnigal ScrttUxl Lstat<‘H Act, w;is passe*!. 
^Viien that Act was iiitrcKluced, its objects w<n-(i st.ated to Ixi the preserva- 
tum of old or wealthy familic's from decay, the maintenance ol their tei ri- 
b>i’ial influence and tlu^ prevention of subdivision of estate's of historical and 
political importance; and }>rovision was made in the Act for jireserving, in 
"^pec-ial <^ascs approvtxl l)y (jovcumiiHuit, tin; continuity of noble and inllurmtial 
I^iuiibes, whose fistates were nc;t protc;ctod by the (existing law from division 
the decease of a proprietor. 


lip to 1910, only one landlord had taken advantage; of tin; A(;t, and tin; 
Government of Rengal appointed a Committee to enquire into the causes of 
^he failure of that Act. The Committee submitted their report in 1910, 
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certain arnendinentH of t he Act, in order to remedy certain defects 
which had apparently contrihuted towards the failure of tlio Act. At the 
same' time, howovtu*, they said that they had ^ravo doubts as to whether 
there was any cfonorjil demand for tlu^ amendment of t he Act. 


Jdie llon’hle Maharajadhiraja liahadur asked in Council in March 101‘> 
a question on tlie subject of the anHuidmont of the Act. The reply then 
pv(ui was that the Govm*nnumt of l>cn^al had decided that, in tlio ahsenci' 
of a si ron^fu' indicat ion by the land-holding community of Bengal of a desire 
for an amendment of the Act, it was not advisa])Ic to undertake legislation. 

A furtlun- pronoun(;ement was made in May ll)l.‘b As tini sev(n*anet* 
from jhitig.'d of tfie. area constituting the province^ of liihar and Orissa 
r(^du(!(Ml th(' niimlxu- of impartible estates in the Ih'esidency, tin'. Governor 
in (h)iincil <l(xid(ul to take no furtln'r action in the matter. Th(^ 
Maharajadliira ja Bahadur was, however, informed at tht' tinn^ thai , if th(‘re 
was evideiic(‘ of a (hunand amongst tln^ majority of tin' zamind iis, the mattei- 
might 1»(' <:^onsid(^red again. 


In vi(nv of the attitude of tin' (xHiference of zamindars, (Jovf'rnment art' 
nenv ])repartMl to institut(^ an enquiry from officials and non-oftieials on t in* 
lines of the resolution ol the Hon’bh' Mover.” 


Tin* llon’hh' Kiimak Siuh Shekhakeswak Rav said ; — 

“ My Loial. [ am ()!]('. of tiiose who W(n*e res])onsible hn* an important resolu- 
tion on th(‘, suhjiH't at the Oonleri'iice of zamindars held on tin*, tflth l)('C(miher 
last, and it giv(n"> me much pleasure to find that the promimmt memln'rs of 
our (‘ommunity art^ taking a k<‘(m inteia^st in tin* matter. It was only at the 
last nu'cting of tin*. Oonneil that one of my friends pui^ a question on tin* 
subji'ct ancl t.hus In-ought it t<> the notices of the Gov(*rnmcnt, and to-day oin 
haadcH* has himself taken up tin* question, thoiigh his zamindari is an impai' 
tible Ihaj, and we an*, grateful to tin* llon’lde Maharajadhiraja l>ahadur foi 
his resolution which cainnot but eani)hasise the importance of the* subject, 
and my friend is to be congj-atulated on the very nn)d(*ist nature of his resolu- 
tion. It has b('(m so judiciously drawn up iJiat the Government could hardly 
afford to n'ject it. Ikit tln're is a thing or two which I tiiink I shoidd bring t" 
t he notice' of the Maharajadhiraja before he ])ressos for his resolution. As has 
been said by the Maharajadhiraja, the Zamindars’ Conference has appointe 1 a 
strong and nqn-esentati ve (Jommittoe with several influential and experiem'.cd 
nieml)ers to mak(i a thorough an 1 exhausti vt^ enquiry into the matter and discus^^ 
it in all its aspects with the zamindars who are interested in tin*, legislation 
and to formulate a scheme which would be acceptable to us. It was also 
resolved to forward this scheme to the Government for taking proper action. 
To my mind, that would be the proper stage at which t!n^ Government shouM 
take up the enquiry, as it would then give the Government something definitt' 
on which to ol)tain the opinion of the public as well as of the officials, ainl 
l)roct;eding in this way it would be comparatively easy for the Government to 
arrive at a practicable solution of the problem. At present, the Govern' 
mont tmquiry is bound to be more or less indefinite and aimless in its 
character and as such it would almost be like groping in the dark. Ttic 
Government now do not know exactly what is really wanted by us or what 
would suit us best. In fact, even we do not know what is really wanted by 
We have now only a kind of desire that there should be some such legislation 
by which we can keep our estates compact and save them from being squan- 
derod away by our spoilt children. When drafting the resolution for tli> 
Zamindars’ Conference, our intention was that we should first enlighten oar 
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comiiiiinity as to tlio natiiro of the existing laws on llu* siilijcri in |>nn^al and 
in either parts of India and for this purpose sonn^ of us ovon int ondi'd to 
publish a full history of tho incidonls of such lo^islal ions to^r^u hoi* wit h a 
critical study of tho niport of tho coniniitt(H^ appointiMl l>y tin' (l.^vtnnnnnit a 
fiMv years back. In short, our idea was to inako tlu‘ wliolo zainindar 
cornniunity actively intoia^sttnl in tho matter and by freo ]>orsonal tlismissions 
amongst oursolvi's to arrive at a definite umiiM-standin^ witli a ininiinum of 
oj)position. 

My Lord, wc^ have- now in lion^al a scliool of youn^^ zamindars who an' 
not only bo.rinnin^ to tak(' a real and active interest in the inanat^einen t ol 
t.lnur zanundari(‘s but also in all matters ^‘onnected with oii i- old I^^•lt ion to 
ourstdves, our (xovi'mimm t and our ttmantry. \\’o want now t‘\'(‘ry cm con laijfr- 
ment from our leaders as well as from tin' ( > overn men I , and the])ul)lie. If 
our (hnnmitti't' is hd’t aloin^, I am sun* W(' shall nexu'i* be found wanting and 
the fruits of our labour cannot but. bt‘ of imnuMise help to vour ILxcelloney s 
(Iov(‘rnm(*nt. Jlut if tin' la^solulion, now befori' t In^ (hmiudl, is ^ivc'n (dVoct 
t(», it is sun' to datn]^ our spirit, ; in fact all the importance and ustdulin'ss of 
our (Jommitt.c'o will hr ^(an*. Havintj;* omu' ^iveii tln'ir opinion to tin' (Jovern- 
merit very few will (-are to discuss tin' matter with us. ( )u]‘ (jiK'iy will only 
brin^ in eopi<^s of t in' opinions sent to the ( Jovernnu'n t, and even what lit t le 
discussion we will havt*, would bo (piitt'. usc'h'ss for our j>uri)ose. As I know 
tin' nat.uri' of tln^ zainindars, none of tlu'in would lik(' t.(» (*han^n‘ his opinion 
(»nce ^iv('n to the ( iovt'rnnnmt, and so an a^^frermumt amon^];*st, ours('l\('s would 
Im* almost a thin^nr of impossibility. I would in»t havi' lau'ii so ])artieular in 
opj)osin^:C sim])le i-esolution like this, if 1 did not ladievt' it t.o be a fact, that 
the Government t*n(]uiry will not. only rt'inb'r our (h)mmitte(' usc'less but also 
would b(* itself aimh'ss and constHjinmt ly its results too would b(' lib'less. 

My Lord, 1 know tin' ]>i-(»cedur(‘ in many zamindarit'S and when I say it , 

I do So with full knowledp' of the fa<d.s, that wln'iievc'r oyiinions ar(' askeil by 
t he Governnnmi. on any su bjeert , tln^ majority of t in' zainindars reler t ire whole 
t hin^ to t hc'dr lawyi'rs, and what opinion is forwar(h'd to the (b)V('rnmenl is 
not the* conHid(>r(Ml opinion of our class but I'ather an art ist.ic and ai'ademie. 
tri'atnn'iit oi the subj('ct by our lawytu's, and tin' rt'sult is that the zainindars 
ri'inain as ignorant of tln^ existin^r state' of affairs as of t.ln^ (‘(feed, of tlnui* 
epinion. ddiis may sound rather harsh, but suedi is the r<'al fact and w(' ai’e 
now ^oin^ to facu^ it boldly ; w(‘ want to infuses life and intelligence into our 
class. Our aim is to shake* off erur traditional lethai-^y aiul iy^norane;(' and dra^ 
out e)ur class from its conseirvati ve' sta^’iiancy, amJ in our nerhh' e-ndeavour w(^ 
ol the new school want all help from all who eran he'lj) us. And be*arinyj this 
in iny mind, I appeal to my hon’bh* frie-nd the* Mahai*ajad hiraja of IJurdwan t.o 
withdi*aw his re^solution. I ap]i<5al to him nert ter stifle* our ardour by invoking 
Governmemt aid just, at y)i*e*semt, but ter Ictus try ;ui<l stanel by ouiselves, 
and I trust that 1 dej nert appe;al in vain. 

In this connection, I wo^uld alse> like, to submit that as a re'sult oS my 
lele're'nco of the eyuestion to my cernstitueme-y, I have* le'creived about sixty 
r<d^lies, and with om> exceptiejn all e)f tlie*m a?-e e)pjie)S('d te) this re ‘se >lu t,i( »n , 
tlie* (jiio exception be'in^^ the* Maharajd hiraja himself, win) is also an 
cstce'ined mcmbe;r of my ce>nstitue*ncy. I woulel ah ei like to say that, in r» ; ly 
to my letter, the Kritish Indian Association, of which t.ln^ Maharajad hi ra j is 
the President, writes the following : — 

* Your letter regarding the Bengal Settled Estates Act was erm side reel 
by our Committee at their meeting held on Wedm'sday last. Tin* (’ommittee 
Were of opinion that while they had no power to fetter the discretion of the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in connection with his proposf'd motion 
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iho am(*n<iinont of the Bengal Scuttled FlstateR Act, they certainly 
thought that th(3 Maharajadhiraja liahadur would show Boine courtesy to the 
Znniindars’ Conferenci* if he poHt[)oned his motion until the question had been 
threHhe<l out by the Committee appointed for the purpose in accordance witli 
f)ne of the resolutions of the Zamindars’ Conference.’ 


May I (express my liope again that the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur will find 
his way to vvitlidraw the resolution.’ 


’rii(‘ llon’ble 1 )AHU Kisiioin Mohan CnAnDiuiKi said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I am in full sympathy with the movement set up by tin' 
Ilon’hh^ th(^ Mafiar^ajadhi raja Bahadur of Burdwan. 1 do not se(^ wliy there 
should 1)0 any <liHiculty in arriving at a conclusion which should be acceptal)le 
to all. If the Zamindars’ Association is really anxious to eonsidtn- the question 
in all its details th(\v (tan be do!U‘ si(h', by side witli tint oflicial and non-oflieial 
opinion without taking up mu(?h time. 1 support tlie la^solution.’’ 


’rh(‘ llon’l)l(t M AiiAUA.iADiiUiA.iA Bahaduu OK IhiKDWAN said : — 

“ My Lord. 1 would iiavi^ gladly wilhdravvi^ thi‘ ri'solul ion had I thought it 
would hav(' rctally doiu* any good. It, is trin^ that the vmsatih^ Kumar has 
produet'd a lettiu* written by the llon’bh* Baja Ilrishikesh Laha.” 


Th(‘ II on’ble Kumak Slim Shekhaheswak Bay said : — 

“May I ris(‘. to a ]>oint of or«ler, 8ir ? I object to tlu^ titrm ‘versatile'’ 
used by tin' Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur.” 

’rint pKESiDEN'r said : — 

“That is not a point of order.” 


The llon’bh' M An AKA.i Ann lUA.i A Baiiaduk ok Bukdwan said : — 

“ I hav(' given tin' lettcn* my best consideration, and with due dehn-ence 
to tin' vi('ws (‘xpresstnl by tin' llon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha on the matter, 
I do not 1 hink that it would be any good postponing this inquiry through 
tin' (Jov('rnm('nt. On the contrary, 1 am so V(*ry convinced that if wi^ are 
really going to bring this matter to a successful issiU' before the m'xt 
Zamindars’ Confert*nC(‘ tak(*s place we ought to have before us available the 
b('st ('Xpert opinion to enabh' us to arrive' at a conclusion so that, as I hav(' 
alreeady said in my speech, when we. come up before tdie Council we do so 
wit h all t he lx st opinion available on tin' subject. If I did not think that 
to Ix' the proper course, 1 do not think that, as the President cf the British 
Indian Association or as a nn'inber of the Comniittee regarding which 
tlu' llon’bh' Kumar has spoken, I would have brought up this resolution 
at the present stage. Moreover, when the Cov(3rnment are agreeable to 
tak(' up th(' inquiry ospe dally after the res(^lution passed by the Zamindars’ 
("onfeix'ucH', w(' should not lose this opportunity of getting — really gratis 
for ourselves — all the Ix'st opiniem available in the Province. I would 
like to ])oint out to the Him’ble Kumar the wording of the resolution that 
was adopt('d at tln^ Zamindars’ Conference. The wording is ‘ This Con^ 
h'renc^' is of o|)inion that the enactment of an Impartible and Inalienable 
Estat(^s Act for the protection of Zamindars of Bengal is desirable and that a 
Committee consisting of the following gentlemen be appointed to examine the 
question with a view to memorlaliso the Government on the subject.’ 
Surely there is nothing in the resolution which is likely to clash with 
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niy resolution to-day. If wo are going to meni<irializi‘ tiie Oox tu nnuMit, is it 
not essential, is it not the most successful course to try lo get tlu* ht^st opinion 
you can got before you send in your memorial ? The viiov taktui up l»y the 
Hon’ble Kumar might have serious etf(u;t on nu% for it might make otliers 
think that 1 am trying to commit a bn^acli of trust wit h t lu' (\miniitte(‘. I am 
afraid the llon’ble Kumar lias misiii^derstood my intention. It is n<>t my 
intention in any way to belittle the iinportamv' of the ('Ommitto«‘ rtgarding 
which I spoke in my introductory remarks, and that has been made amply 
clear by the Hon’ble Kumar himstdf when h(‘ sa^^s that t Inne are zamindai s 
who will send in thidr opinions whi(*h art‘ really the oj)ini<>n of paid 
lawyers. 1 think he will find that when this information is gathertd the 
(knnmittee will be> saved the troubh^ of going to those /.amindars whost' 
opinions count for nothing b(‘cause their opinions will be writtim for them. 
\\ e really want opinions of thosi^ who havt* tak<m an in!t*ri‘sl in tins (^mler- 
(Uice and who have showed a d(^sir(‘ to do somt‘thing foi* theii* class. And li 
this information gathered through tht‘ agency of (lovtn-nnnmi (‘animt !>,■ 
acceptable to them, I do not know what opinioii would Ix' ac(‘epird»h' k'or 
th(*se reasons, my Lord, I would like t o [>ress my resolut ion. 


The lIonT)le Uaja Hkishikesii Laha said : — 

'‘My Lord, a word of t‘.\planation is ma*(‘ssary from me. h'tler that 

has b(‘t‘n read by tin* Ilon’l^h* Kumar contains tin' opinion ol the Ibitish 
Indian Association and not my own. Wdiat is proposed in the res(iiitl()n 
moved by the Iloidble Maharajadhiraj will. 1 think, Inip the zamindars’ con- 
IcnmcH^ in coming to a right c;onclusion. II thc'y have Ixiore tlnnn .all t in' 
opinions that are givt'ii to ( 1 oViumnnuit on tln5 subjec't, (hey would be .ahh‘ 
(<i f(_»rmulat.(‘ t inir })roposals, and also tin (iov(‘rnnnmt will not b ‘ pla<‘ed in 
a very difficult position in regard to asc('rf..aining (*orrta*l vn^ws on (ln‘ subject.. 
I. thei't'fore, support the resolution.” 

Tlie motion was then iiffreed t(». 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Mk. Ikwin moved : — 

This Council recommends to thfi Covt'rnor in C^ouncil t hat 

(/) the teaching of Hygiene and Sanitation by duly qualiluxl teacln rs 
be mad(' (*onij)ulsory in all State ai<hMl Hcho()ls, bot h for boys 
and girls, in the Province ; 

(?V) thes (3 subjects be inclinh^d as compulsory subjects for the Lnivn i- 
sity Matriculation Kxamination ; and 

{til) provision f( 3 r thu al)oV€3 be made in the next biidgtd.. 


lb- said : — 

“My Lord, the resolution which stands in my name w\as on tlnmagenda for 
I he last Council meeting, but time did nor. permit of its being discusse d and 
was therefore postponed to the present meeting. 

In my opinion it needs very few words by way ()f cominendation ; it must, 
1 Venture to think, commend itself to (wery s^msible thinking pcuHrm wIhj 
lias the true interests of the country at lieart. 
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ISO 


Subsoquent to the framing of thiB reBolution, 1 read in the daily papeits 
the rciport of a speech delivered by Your Excellency at Burdwan on the 9th 
ultimo, in wliich you said that one of the tasks which you cherish the 
laudabh^ ambition to accomplish <luring your tenure of office is that of a big 
advi'ince in the combat of (lisease in this Province, and this you repealed in 
tin* course of your most int(>n^sting ad<lress on the subject of malaria delivered 
in this Chamber on the 29th ultimo to the members of the District Hoards of 
Nadia, Jessore and the 2 i-Parganas. 

I b(ig respectfully to congratulate Your Excidlency, and I am sure that all 
h(;re pia^seait will agree with me that a mort‘. nolde object it is impossible to 
conceive, a!id it encourages me to hope that you will lend a favourable f^ar 
to my saggiest ion to-day. 

The ])reHcnt time stumis veiy appropriate in which to intruluci^ a 
la^solution of tliis nature, into this (youncil when the. University Commission 
is sitting and (lelil)erating on what, aittnations, if any, shall be made in the 
curriculum of studies and education Ixung carried on in tlu* school and 
Colh^g(3S of India. 

1 may say heni that in n^.sponse to a printtid circular n^qiiest from the 
University (hunmission for suggestions, I have already recommendt*d t li(“ 
courst* (‘inboditHl in my rt'.solut ion. 

One of th(‘ Old Latin authors speaks of tln^ ^ Mens sana in corpon' sano ’ 

I think that with tln^ (>xc(q)tion pm-haps of poor, unhappy Uussia. which by 
th(', way may wt^ll b(‘ taken as an obje(!t-lesson at t,he ]>res(‘nt, tam(‘ by our 
wouUUIm' legislators, no country in the vvorld is moia^ in neial of 1 lu‘ 

' nnms sana ' than our c(Uintry of India. 

All of us hero present must be wvW acijuaintial wit h tli(‘ terribly in- 
sanitary condition in which fully 90 pm* emit, of tht^ inhabitants of India live 
and the filthy stat.(' in whi(di the innmuliate vicinity of tlnar dwelling ])laces 
is kiqit. 

As an instan(u> of the appalling indifference of lower class Indians of the 
presmit day to the question of sanitation, I may quote from tlu* resolution of 
the Unittal Provinces Government on the working of the District Boards for 
last year. In 1912 tiie Lmaal Government intrcxluced, as an experiment, the 
system of granting small sums to village eommittoos, for the purpose of 
‘ keeping tlnnr villages clean in their own way.' Most of the villagt ^ 
refus(nl to taki^ them, and so the experiment has been abandoned in all but 
tliriK^ districts. 

Thus even when given money free, for purposes of sanitation, villagms 
refused to make use of it. 

Nothing, surely, My Lord, but persistent education can overcome thi^ 
terrible apathy as regards health, and it is to this end that my proposal 
tends. 

Even uneducated Indians are cleanly in their persons, but, to Western 
ideas at all events, there is a singular inconsistency in their habits, d" 
give an instance, some of us must often have seen and wondered greatly at 
j)eople st anding up to their waists in water, washing their clothes and person^ 
and then finally, beb^ro leaving, scooping up with their hands and rinsing 
out their mouths and necessarily, to a certain extent, absorbing the vt iv 
water imprognatevl with the scouring of their clothes and persons. 

tSurely the inference may very well be drawn that such a deleterious 
habit must arise from ignorance of the danger incurred to health from it, an 1 
if only the habit of cleanliness in their food and surroundings as well as in 
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their pcrKons were to he persiKiontly inculcatecl from youth that it woiihl in 
time coino to ho re^rnlarly adopted, an tln^ rising pTeneiation ^row^ up, ami 
then become Rocond nature, .cfreatly to the benefit of future ^OMunat ions. 

Even in the most highly (‘ducated and civilized (‘oiintrii's ef the W(»rld 
it is comparatively of very recent years that tin* hmiefiis arisin^r fn>in liy^ri,,,i(. 
and sanitation have l)oen recc^nized, and the elh'et wliieh ev(*n tin* most 
orilinary precautions, such as the hoilinpr of iidlk or drinlvin^• water, may liavt' 
on the hefihh or mortality of the consumers. 

The ravag(^s of diseases which prove most fatal in this country, viz. 
malaria ind intestinal t‘omp]aints of all descripl i(*ns, are particularly sijscip- 
lihle of miti|Tration to a certain extent at all events often by | lie most simple 
measures t>f sanitation. 

Only rticently Dr. Dent ley, the Sanitary ('ommissioinM* of Ihn^al. has liccn 
^ivin^.^ a most intorestintT SiM-i('S of lectures. illustrat(Ml hy lant ern sli<h‘f' . on 
thissuhiect, hot li in Darjeelincr and Kursi‘on^r, and I was i^r(‘.afly sirn<*k by 
t he intelH^(>nt inten^st displaycnl even by the h^wt'st (dass(*s, and the (ju(‘st ions 
whicli vv(Ma* subsequently put f,o mo on tlie subject by sonu? of my own 
j>eople. 

Dr. Ihoitley demonstrated tln^ ^reat <lantrcr of <lis(\ascs, arisin|r |rom 
inq ur(', watfM' and milk, and fly-contaminate.d food, wlnddi arc amonj^st I he 
most common but also tin* most fatal lu this <auint ry ; at tln^ same time In* 
pointcul out h(»w oft(*n and liow easily they can be mitigated and che<‘k(Hl 
the most simph" meth<Hls. 

It is, liowcvcr, hoj)eless to expect to (diarif^e t in* habits of centurit'S in a 
day, or a month, or a year. 

Thf' (‘hildren of t In* present ^cmeration will lx* the fatln*j s ami mothers 
of tin*- generation to come; ](*t Government step in ami insist that in all 
State-aided sclnK)ls and (a>lle^es, (lualified instructors shall tcxach habits and 
TiH't liods of (d(*-anlin(‘ss not only in the, person but in tin* food, the d wi‘lliii^ 
place's and their surroundings, and without douht another gem‘ration will 
df'inonstrate tin* henoticial result. 

Mrs. Ib^sant. in the course of her address on hehalf of tin* Honn* Rule 
Tjcague to hiH Kxeelloney tin* Viceroy and the Sei’rf*f.ary o f State* at Df'llii 
on 26tli November last, attribute's ‘the short life* peuiod ’ aT)d ‘fin* high 
dexatli rate ’ in this country to ‘ the lack of odncatioii, tin* appalling poyerty 
anel increxasing indebtedness (»f the agricultural 7 ) 0 [>ulation ’ e‘onse*(jUf*Tjt f)n 
the inettieuGue’y of the* ‘ruling oligarchy.* 

T venturer to think, My Lonl, that if more^ sanitary habits and nn*tln»ds of 
living were irnbue^d intc) the live*s e)f the people, that ‘ tl) * aj)])alling poye'rty,’ 
wbieli in (‘omparisem with other (countries I venture' to doubt, and ‘ tln^ 
increasing indcbtnelne*ss of the agricultural populatioei,* the* ace*uraery of which 
st atement I also epiesf ion, might l>o eliminated as factors e*oinlucing to ‘ the 
Idgh d(*ath rate; ’ which shee attribute»8 te> the^ misrule^ of Jier fe llow 
countrymen. 

According to the; Englishman of 29tl) December last, I sr'c tliat a 
re solution was passed, at a meeting of ilu^ Indian National Congre ss, held on 
Ihe previous day tej thei following effe^ct : — 

‘That, having re^garel to the havoc caused, ye*ar after ye^ar, by malaria, 
plague and other epidenrics and pestilencps, this cemgress urges that quf;stion 
of sanitation should rec;eive a far larger iiiejaRure of attention tlian the-y do 
Jit present and that adequate steps be taken for the sanitary improvement of 
the country.’ 
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I think, My Lord, that tlio method T siiirgcHl ‘ for the 8anitary improvo- 
iiienl of j.lie country l)y teaching the people tlicniKelves to give a 

‘larger ninasure of attention ’ to their sanitation, will prove in the long run 
far more (jflincacious and far lesB expensive than any other that can be devis(Hl. 

1 t hink after reading th(^ above-quoted resolution that I may confidently 
r(‘ly on tin* supV)ort of most of my hon’ble friends of Indian nationality in 
this (h)uneil for my resolution and perh.aps some of tlu‘ medical experts 
f)r(^siuit will ('Xprt^ss tluur opinions on t he subject. T may say, My Lord, 
that. 1 am authorised by Surg(‘,on-General Edwards, our late Surg(^on-General 
in this Provinces, and now Direcjtor-Gc’neral of Medical Servict3 in India, to say 
tliat this resolution has his strong support. 

I may furllu*.r say that 1 un<h‘rstand on good authority that a similar 
r(‘solut.iou is likidy to be intnKliuaHl very sh(»rtly in t.lie Bombay (Council, and 
furtlu^r that it. is likely to rec(uve the favourabb' consideration of that 
Governimuit. 

Mu(di more; might 1 know be said in support of this rt’solut ion, but. l-lu' 
bemdit to h(Mb‘riv(Hl, if it b(> ace<‘ded to, is, 1 vemture to think, so obvious that 
I will not take up any mo»‘e of t he valuabh' t ime of tlio (h)uneil by adducing 
flirt lujr arguments, but. will eomimuid it to t he favourable consiib'ration of 
Government, with tin* hope that not only will it be accH'pted, but that it, will 
b(‘ giv(m (‘fleet to with tin* least possil)le delay and not piU in a pigeon-hole 
for possible' furtlu'r consideration at some fut ure date.” 


The lIon’hl(> Mu. Auden Wood said : — 

“My Lord, 1 vt'uturi' to think that the Ilon’hh^ Mr. Irwin has done good 
S('rvi(^e by moving this resolution, and 1 am glad to give my lu'arty sup])ort 
to the prin(a])les that undi'rlit'. it., if not t.o tin' resolution itsidf. For if there 
('V(U' was a ])ractical qiK'stion it is this (jucstion of public health, and it is oiu', 
totin' imj)oi t anci' of which, in its larger aspi'cts. Your Exc(dleney’s (lovoru- 
ment. is ch^arly alive'. 1 take it that the considi'ration that has aflecte'd tin' 
inoven*, as it affects all of us, is the t.iu'ribh' waste' of human efheiem^y, and the' 
('conoiuic loss to tin' (umntry, owing to prevemtible' ill-lu'alth. \\v should all 
wedcome any st eps t hat could be taken to incre'ase' t he physical wedl-being of 
the' ])e’ 0 })l(^ of t.his pi-ovince\ But it. senuns to me that, the first condition of 
impi-oveunent is t he* awakening and enlightenment of public opinion on sanitary 
(lue'stions, on the' prevention of dise^ase, on the alleviation of physical disability. 
And I confess that. 1 have> no gre'at faith in the teaching of hygiene in schools 
as a means e^f leringing this about. What is taught in schools is very apt to 
stay in the^ schools. No doubt great gix)d has bee'u done in England by the? 
S3^stematic instruction of the childreui in primaiy schoejls in clejinliness and 
the' care of the? person. That is practical. But the conditions in Bengal are? 
wieie'ly dilTereut. Mr. dack in his most inte'resting book ‘The Economic Lite' 
of a Bengal District ’ sa.ys * The Bengali is certainly the? cleanest race on 
earth.’ What we' wantpul)lic opinion stirrcvl up about in Bengal is not so much 
pe rsonal ch'anliness or the ventilation of elwellings, as the conditions of the 
coinmunical)ilit 3 ’ and spri'ad of disease', the eiange'rs arising from contaminated 
water and bad forxl — dangers from which the' public in England are now 
largely prote'cte.d. 

As a matter of fact, hj'gie'iie has been taught more or less in schools in 
England for a uumbt'r of j’oars, and the' subject has been examined upon hi' 
vuirious public bo lies. But there has not been an^' very appreciable effect upon 
public opinion or public health. On the other hand a step has been taken in 
recent years that has had momentous practical consequences. I refer to the 
medical inspection of schools. I quote a vecentl}^ published report in saying 
that the inspection of school children in fmgland ‘ has led to an advance in 
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public health productive of a manifold financial n‘turn in national elVicitmcy not 
expressible in h^ures.’ And altlioii^rh lln‘ proportion of chililnai of sdnH)!- 
going a^re in Hengal is relativtdy small, ncvertlu‘loss it is, I think, through I In^ 
medical inspc^ction of sc1kk) 1 children and tht‘ a(‘tit>n takmi in cons(‘(|iionc(‘ that 
a real advance will b(‘ mad(^ towards tin* iinprovtumuit of tlu* piildii* lu^alth. 
And such a procuMhin^ is mucdi more likedy to aroust‘ the intmost of t In^ 
parents than lessons in hygiime. An llim’bh' Miunlun* liad a n'solnt lon down 
for a previous meeting of (Jouiuul proposing this me<iic*al inspection of school 
children. 1 do not know why h<‘ withdrt‘w it ; 1 should hav(‘ bt'cn glad to 
support it. l\u*haps at tln^ [)n'S(mt. tinu' tlnua* arc* dilfnuilt ics in lh(‘ way (»r 
pnnncling the necessary t‘xpert inKp(K‘tiiig stall. If so, 1 would suggest that 
some sort of Ix^ginning miglit b(‘ mad(‘ that woidd need no ( xpm t stall*, by 
making tlu' schools k(‘cp a rt*(‘ord of the physical measurements of lln ir pupils, 
ddds m.ay si*em a very small b(‘gi!ining, but I tliiid< t-ln‘ j)ra(‘ti(a‘ woidd tend to 
arouse interest in the (jiU'stion of ]>ersonal ]>hysieal litiiess, and the ree»)i'ds 
would etu'tainly btM)f interest and utility. An atumrate i-eeord of \aiiatioMs t)f 
weight at dilferent seasons of tho yi^ar would of ilst*lf b(‘ valuahle. 

Ibit evtui grantingthat I h(‘ ttuaehing of hygiene in schools would do m* 
harm and might do som * good I am strongly of opinion that the addition iA' 
hygi(m(‘ as a CM )m[)ulsory sub jcM'f in schools would lx* un (air t o t he schools. Thi'y 
alieady havi* morii subjects t(>tea(*h than they can do juslieeto. Let the 
subject. lx> taught hy all nuMans in d'raining (M)lleges in assoeaaliou with 
elementary scu(‘mM'. ll(*re it might lx‘ar nsoful Iniil. 

And the proposal that hygj(‘m* should be made a compulsory subject in 
(lie Matricuilat.ion Kxaminat i(.ui seems to nn* lo lx* singularly iiiopporlune al a 
linx* wdu*!! vv(^ are hoping tlial tin* Lniv<‘rsity (’ommission will succeed in 
making tin* M at rieu lat ion wliai it r<*ally should be, namely, a means of seh'<‘linc 
those st,U(h*nts who arc* fit. to pursue with advantages lo Ihemsi'lves a eoiirsi* < »l 
lilx*ral (xliUMation l(‘a<ling to a degree. 

I sliould like* to sugge*st that t h<^ t Jov(U'nm(*nt. should consent to lake u)) 
this im[)ortant (]m‘st,ion, and that, on that underst and mg, the lloibhh Membei 
sliiMild withdraw his W(‘lLm(sant r(*solul ion.” 


The Hcm’ble liAiui Amiuka (JfiAKAN Ma.iumdak said : — 

“ My Lord, r fully appn*eiate tin* ressolut ion wdiieh has be(‘n hrought 
lorvvani hy tins IfoiLhle* Mr. Irwin. It dividers itself into two luain^hes. 
first of all. In* asks tin* (L)Vt‘rnnient to make tin* study of hygi<*ne and sanita- 
tion a Compulsory suhjoct, in all Statc-aideMl schools. In the H(‘e‘on<l brancli, 
he asks tlnW_iov(*rnmcnl to make* it a (M)rnf)ulsory subjnejt for the Malneii- 
1 iliein e*xaniination. No elembt it is of the utme)st importance that our young 
she:)ul<l know somothing of the^ e*leunoiitary rules of hygiesm* and of 
sanitation btdore* they h*arn anything edsf^. Tins llon’hlo M(urdx*r who has 
jnsi spoken sesoms to think that meseli^ral inspcection would Im* of great eu* use 
'md ael vantage* than instriurtion in hygieun* aneJ sanitation. I do not ch‘arlv 
’imlerstaiieJ him. Medical insfmetiem may bes vesry gf>od, but I do not tliink 
m<*re* medical inspCH^tion witheint tin* student being grounded in tho (‘l<‘mentary 
rides of hygieuie and sanitation (Man bee of mneb use*, be*cauKe Ix'foie* tin* meelieal 
'ix*!! go t,o inspect tin* schools and to instrue;t the* stinhmts tin* stud(*ntH mii^^t 
ku<»\v Something abejut hygiene and sanitatiem. ’^Jdn*r<' is no resul eon die t 
ke*tween the Hon’bh* Mr. Irwin anel tins Hon’bh* M(*ndx*r who has just spoken. 

may he su| plomentary 1<» the e)thor ; but at the sans* time* tln*re* is some* 
difficulty in making tlie subject compulse»ry in the [Ini veirsity Mala ie'ulat ie>n 
♦ xarnination. Idie resolution itsedf is somewhat self-ejon tradietory. k irsi of 
‘dl, it asks tho Gova*rnment to make flie study of hygiene? and sanitation ceem- 
pulsory in State-aided schools, bur. the ITnive^rsity examination is not (M)rj6rn‘d 
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Kiinply to the State-aided scHooIb, and it would be unfair t > make a Rubject 
(joinpulsory wliich itt not compulsory to all the schools that send up for the 
Matriculation (examination. What 1 think may be done is to make the subject 
optional. On this point, I believe, it is the Vice-Chancellor who will be able 
to speak more authoritatively, although I t hink if it be made an optional subjcnM-, 
stinients, who may take it up, will be able to pass better by securing a larger 
aggn^gat(* of marks, and it would be an incentive to non-aide^l schools to 
in1roduc(' hygiene and sanitation gradually in order to take advantage of 
th(i optional sul) 3 ect. In this connection 1 like to bring to Your Excelhmcy’s 
attention one fact which is of some importance. A goe I deal of monc\v is 
l)eing sp(mt in the zanana classes. I know from my (‘xperience that our 
la<li(^s who att(‘nd thcs(‘ classes do not lik(^ the simpler literary education 
which is given to them. They are taught ‘ Ih^lhudaya ‘ (Hiaritabali 
' Charu})ath ’ and ' Sitarbanabash.’ They say. and veiy rightly say, that tlu'y 
know more than this. In the zanana classes tli(*re nvc ladi(‘s who are 
g(*nerally matrons. What tln^y want is that some instruction in sanitation and 
liygieiie should be givcm to them so that they might attend to their childnm. 
Tliey want ])articnlarly to know how to attend to tludr children and how to 
t r(‘at and take' care of tlnnn in simple cases. I had once a discussion with one 
of tb(^ insp(^ctr(^Hses on the sul)ject. She admitted the forct^ ol’ tbi^ arguments 
and also admitl(Hl tliat. that was the reason why our zanana class was not a 
success. Sb(‘ complaiiuHl, and vtu'y rightly complaiiH‘d, that tlnM-(‘ w(u*c no 
qualifiisl teacliers to teach those subj(H*ts. Thc^ mistressc^s that art‘ (un])loy(‘(l 
have iiKirely lit<‘rary education, but tlu^y have no ade(|uate (pialifieat ion in 
hygK‘ni(;al and sanitary rules. With thi‘S(' observations 1 In^aitdy suppori 
the i)rinciple (unlKKlitul in tlu^ resolution of t In^ Hon’blo ^Ir. Irwin, but 1 do 
not ch^arly see my way to support the second branch ol this resolution.” 


Th(^ Hon’ble 1>abi Kisiiohi Mojian Oiiocduuki said : — 

“My Lord, 1 have gr(‘at pleasun.* in supporting the jirinciple of this 
rcrolution, and T am sp(*cially thankful to i\Ir. Irwin as it (rh‘arly shows that 
h(^ fc^els for us. There is some diflhciilty, however, in making it compulsoiy 
in th(' b(‘ginning. 1 am also of the opinion of my hon’l)l(‘ friind Habii 
Ambika ( duiran Mazumdar, that it should not b(‘ comj)ulsory at hrst ami 
t hat special arrangements should be* made for teaching the girls sanitation. 
Malaria and poverty art‘ really the most impoi’tant questions to bt^ combated 
against, and as I conic from a distri(d. which has especially sutftu’cd from 
malaria — I mean the district of Kajshahi — I fully a))preciate and am really 
thankful to the Hou’ble Mr. Irwin for tln^ resolution he has brought forward. 
I hope something can be done ; simply medical inspection or spending soim‘ 
money for the ]nevention of malaria will not l»e sufficient. If tlu* boys art 
taught sanitation th(‘y will, when they become thi> head membm’S ol tin* 
family, be able to intrcKluce sanitaiy measures wkich will bimefit the country 
at large. I havi* great pleasure in supporting tlu» principle of the resolution 
with this modification that it may be optional in the beginning and that 
gradually it will be made compulsory.” 


The Ilon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

“ My L(R(1, 1 think it my duty to support generally the resolution moved 
by tlu' llou’lile Mr. Irwin. As to the necessity of teaching hygiene and sauita' 
tion, there cannot bo any question. It has been suggested that the Hchoi»l 
inspection of children may replace tlie teaching of sanitary science or hygiene. 
My Lonl, as tlu^ Hon'ble Mr, Arden Wool has said, our peasants and our cultc 
vaters in the far-oft* villages are the cleanest of human beings, but does thi^^ 
fad prevent them from falling victims at the earliest chance to dysentery 
and caolera ; and what is the reason that they fall victims to some of the moBt 
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ordinary diseases tliat could he pri‘Vonted. It is only diu* toilu^waul of 
knowledge and knowledge only. My Lord, it has ht*t*n said tliai knowltnlgo is 
])ov\er, hut this common a<lag(‘ applies with peculiar force to llic comiilions of 
Hengal at the prestuit moment. Tht* nt‘(*essity wliicli si t iiis paramount at 
the present moment is to create a sanitary conseimici' in < ur ptoplc and to 
create the conviction in their minds as to certain trullis and ccilain facts 
which may be palpahh* to othm*s in hettm* positions. So far as education is 
concerned, the poor villagm* does not know that it is ilie mosquito that is 
his accursed (meiny. IIt‘ dcK>s not know tin* ordinary ruh' that hy boiling Ins 
drinking water lu‘ can he sav(‘d a worhl of troubles and mismies and tliat ln‘ 
can also save himself and his family from death, ddiis is what, h(‘ is to ho 
told and what lu^ is to hi> taught,, and that, ought to Ix^ a j):irl of the jn-imaiy 
education that we aim at intrcKlucing in tln^ count ry. My Lord, it is a neei ssit y 
in after-life to hav(» a knowlislge of gtmeral hygimn* and sanitation, and loolo'd 
at from this point of vi(‘w, it is a necessity in oui* organization^ — thosi* vmy 
organizations which have IxHiii cia'attul and whicdi ai’e Ixdng er(‘attMl by 
Cic)vernmciit wln^se primary object is to look afiin* th(‘ saint rit ion of the 
province. Oiii* local bcxlit^s havc^ iiKUiilicrs, many of whom, iOr the want 
of sanitary knowledge, find it dillicuilt to discuss ami (h‘cide sanitary 
matters, idthm* in comjiliant and amiable ignoi-ama* or oftener m cone 
]>liant and obstinate rcdusal. Many of them an* i)lac(nl in very false 
positions when Jin])ortant ineasur(‘s coim^ btdon^ tlnun lor discmssion. 
\\(>nd(‘r tluMc is no training in sanitaiw matt.m-s in all tin' strata of our educa- 
tion. 1 would lik(' to see sanitary (xlucation p<‘rm(‘ating all tin* dilferent 
grades of our uduc^afion in this country; such ii state of things can only bt* 
gtmerally favourable to tin* (h‘Vi‘lopnn‘nt of those institutions and the sj)read 
of tlic'si* idt'as which Your Exc(‘lh*ncy’s (L>V(M*nnn‘nt aim at in Lengal. because 
oth(*rwise co-op(‘rat ion from tin' j)(n)f)h‘ is (dtln*!* hoj)cd(*ss or finally impossible'. 

My Lord, a qiU'Stion has la'cn i’ais(‘d as to wh(‘tln‘r it should be mtnic* a 
(‘oin])ulsory subject in the Matri(*ulation examination or not. I tun umibh* at 
this moment to vote' with the Ilon'ble moven* on this point, Ixcanse tins 
iinportant (pn^stion of making a course* on sanitary seic iun* a compulsory 
subject in the Mat riculat ion is corr<*lated with many ol Inn* imj)ort ant (pH'st ions 
that are not before us to-day, and this qm^stion must, Im* (liseuss(*d and (‘onsi- 
derc^d in tin* light of t,ln*S(^ qu(‘stions ; but, t ln*re is no doubt t hat, beion* the 
Matriculai ion st«age the st udy of sanitaiy seieiiec' should 1 m* inti'oduec‘d in onr 
schools; jt doc^s not matter wln*tln*r it is a suhjc'ct lor tin* Mat rieulaticui 
examination or not. Evc*ry student ought to have* clear idc^as rt*garding 
sanitation. Anot ln*r ohj(‘c*tion has V(M*y oft(*n b(‘(‘n urged against j)rop(»sals 
lor introducing sanitary education elsewhere^ on the giound that, tin* study oI 
sanitary s(‘ioncc, as that science is of a composite nature, must he hast'd upon 
a })n*vious study of soun' of the siinph*!' sc*ieii(U‘S likt* (diemistry. Physics and 
( lemcntaiy Biology. I (^uiP^ .agree* with those, genth*nn‘n who urge this argii- 
nn*nt against sanitary education without any s(d<mtific basis. \\ lien we aim 
at education in sanitaiy Bcic*ncc in the higher gra(h‘S, that is the soi t of 
sanitary education that, is to he; imticartc'd to ('Xperts, medical men and otln*rs 
concenif'd with the departincmt ; Imt for tin* gem*ral ]>uidic v\(' do not. it^qiiire 
that sort of s(*icntific education, and we must .attempt to give* a sort <»f educa- 
tion which can cre.ate conviction in thc' minds of the young per>p|e that su<*h a 
thing has to Ix' done and such a thing lias to lx* a\oid(‘d, that th«* mosquito 
and tdie fly must he prevented from having a<;cesH to his rooms anyhow, or 
that tht' wat(U' must be boiled lx‘forc us<*. If w<* can create smdi a conviction 
in the minds of the young pi^ople, I think that would he one ol tlm inortl 
d<*sirable things in Bengal even if we liave to saerilieo the ehiims ol seienei^ 
tc some <*xtent. Therefore I feel that from the point of viesv ol necessity as 
^^ell as from the point of view of pra{rticahility to some (*xtent, the resolu- 
ti<m deserves our support. 

The question of teachers Is involved in the resolution. My L<^)rd, the 
1 resident of the State Medical Faculty is jiresent here, ami I suppose my 
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statonuuii will ho homo out l)y him when I say that there are 2,500 qualified 
men on his list — all medical men — who could be utilised for the purpose of 
diffusing sanitary education in the land. T see no difficulty as regards that. 
Of course; then; is the qu(38tion of finance involved in this matter, hut I do 
not think that it is (hjsirod that that question, should be discussed here. On 
the whole, therefore, I think it my duty to support, with my whole heart, 
(dauses (/) and (m) of the resolution, whert;as as regards clause (?V), although 
I think it is d(;sirahh;, 1 am unahle to give it my formal support, considering 
that the (piestion more properly falls within the province' of tlu' University.'’ 

At this stage the Council was adj<nirne(l for lunch. 


The Hon’hh' Uabc Hhahkndua Ouandka Uay said • — 

“ My Lord, tlu' sight, of a non-official European niemher activt'ly 
int.en^sting himstdf in a question afi\‘cting th(^ well-heing of the Indian 
community is imhu‘<l inspiring to the Indian section of this House. If the 
llon’f)h‘ iM r. Irwin and his fri(‘nds, whih; occupying a heneh sac.rtMl tot lie 
(;auHe of sileiict*, will from now hold out their liand to us in comradc'ship, we 
will only too readily grasp it with all the warmth of oriental sincerity and 
grat itinh;. 

Sir, c'oming to t he subject matter of the resolution. I am in complett* 
sympathy with th(‘ lIon’l)lt‘ mover. Th(‘ In^allh of our school-children should 
r(*ceiv(‘ t,h(‘ most (;areful atttmtion at tin' hands of the (‘du(*ational aut horiti<;s. 
The large perc(;ntage of rejections among tin' recruits to the' liengali Ihattalion 
and th(‘ Indian l)(*lVnc(^ Forc(‘ is an alarming indic‘ation how^ the youth of 
Bengal stand in point of h(;alth. And any mt;asur(' \vhi(di may hav(' tin; (dlt'ct 
of ])romoling tin; physical wadl-being of our 7’ace is hound to la'Cf ivc' our 
sui>port.. An Am(‘ri(;an w'ritm* has asktnl tin' qin^stion \\ hy n(*t com- 
pulsory h('alt.h for all — childnui, youtlis and adults — in so far as it, V\ko 
education, is individually attainable* It is no more* chimerical, Utopian or 
dang<‘rous ”, says the write*!*, ‘Mhan compulsory education sounde;d to our 
fore‘fatheM*s, and it is a goenl (h*al more; !HH*e8sary. All sickm*ss is waste*, and 
most of it is unne'(*essary This is the ve*rdiet of America. And we hojK* 
that we* shall be* able to act uj) to it in no elistant time.” 


The* lloibble; Mh. I^ROVASii CiiANDKA MiTRA said : — 

‘'My Lord, in the* first place 1 desire* to coiigratulate most respe;ctfully 
the llem’ble* meeve'r of this re*solution fe^r bringing foiwvard a re*solution 
of suedi impoitanee' before; the* Counenb It is, 1 believe — I speak subje*ct to 
e*e)riectie)n — the; tii'st time* in the history ol the refc^rme'd C^uincil that a 
non“e)tficial Eureq)e*an me*mber has brought forward a resolution <d’ this 
nature touching the; welfare* of the; masses anel the classes of Indians in this 
e*e)untry and let me he>pe, My Lord, it is a ha]»py augury of the future*. We 
he)pe* tliat Inerans by l)irth and Indians l*y ademption will work te^gether 
and put their shouldeMs to the whe*el for the; cennmem weal of Indians by 
adoption and e)f Inelians by birth. My Lord, I have* every sympathy with the 
object of this resolution, and 1 l)elievc that the })rinciples underlying this 
resolutieui wdll do the gre*ate*st possible good to my community. If I offer 
some; (;riticism to t he. resolution as it stands I do so for furthe*ring the; object 
which the llon’ble mover has in view and not for defeating the principles 
e)f this resolution. From the remarks made by some of my Ilon'ble friends 
who have prece*ded me two poiii’ts stand out before us. It has been criticised 
by the llon’bh* Mr. Arden Wood that the mere intrcxiuction of the teaching 
of hygiene and >4auitation wdll not serve the object in view ; that spread 
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of knowledge regarding hygi(>ne and Hanitation l>y rxrH rts is roal tlunir 

Therei«ago.)d d0al of tanithin erilicism. It lias also poinH>.l out 

by the Hon ble Hr. Narkar that introduction of study of sanitation and hygieiu^ 
in our school curricula will spread knowledge about liygi('ne and sanitation. 
W'hat I mean is this: it is the busiinvss of t'rpt'iM s t o fin<l out tin* truths 
about these matters 1)3' patituit in v(*stigations, but men' finding out of llu' 
truth will not do — the truths hav(‘ got to b(> put befon' the public* and the 
truths have got to be assimilatcMl liy tin* public* at largt‘ and what better 
medium can there' be than of c^ur scdiools whc'n* odnldnui will h'arn those 

trutlis which the patient labour and resc*arcin‘s of c'xpmts liave found out. 

ddierefore, it sc*ems to me, My Lord, that it is as niuc*h lu'c^essary to 

give effect to the criticisms of i\\o Hon'blc* Mr. Anhui Wood as it is neei'ssarv 
to intrcKluce a kriovvh'dgc* of h3’giene into our sc*hools and universi- 

ties. But. My Lord, the* portion of the n*solution to which I have sonic* 
(criticisms to offer is tin* portion whc*re tlu' llon’bh* movc*r sc'c'ks to nialvc* the 
l.(‘aching of hygicuie c*()nipulsor3’ in our schools and in our Lnivc*rsily. I fc*c‘l 
that at the pr(* 8 (*nt moment vve* have nol. gol cuioiigh compc'tent. tc*aehc*rs ; when 
I say Wf* have not got compe tent teachers I do not m(\an that tlnu'c* an* none* ; 
f In *re may be* sonic' t(\achc‘rs l)%t tin* number will bc' iiisuHic'ien t t*) teach all 
boys if ihc*S(* siibjc*cts be* made* crompulsoiy, and what I suggc'sl l<> mv lion l)le 
fricuid the* mov'c*r ol the rc'solut ion is I Inat inst.c'ad of making hvgic'm* and 
sanitation compulsoiy to start bv making it optional, atid subjc'c*! to the* 
approval of tin* llon’bJe movc'r I should like clause* (/) l,o n*ad as fellows : — 

(c) The' t('ac*hing of h3'gi(*ne and sanitation 1)3^ dul 3 ^ cjualilied teac*hers 
be* made' optio/Kil in all State—iiich'd sediools, both for boys and 
girls in the province. 
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Tlion as regards clause (ii) I should like' to read it as follows : — 

(li) ddiese stibjects be* includecj as optional subj(*ets for t in' Unive'rsif y 
Matric'ulation examination. 

As regards edause* (///) I would suggc’st my Jlon’bb' friend the moNuu' 
todoh't.eit for the pre'semt. The! subj(*<*t is orn* of sucdi imporlanc*e I hal I 
(io not think that we should has|.il3' atte'inpt to make* pro\’ision for it in 
tin* budget of I In' cu r?*cmt 3 a*.'ir. If -the subject has got to be tackh'd with 
aii3’ seriousne'ss then it must ('(^ist a large* sum of mone*3\ Tin* budge*! of iln^ 
prc'sent y'car is more* or l(*ss a fixc'd thing anci afte*r all, howeva'r important tin 5 
subject ma3' be, a dela3^ of one 3a'ar will not be a de'la3’ whie‘h will be* thrown 
awa3\ lu this one* 3'ear we* ma3' properly investigate into tin* epn stion ; and 
we ma3' properl3' considc'r how the inattc'r ijan bf; best introduced and ln)w 
the* mcme3' can be' bc'st utilist;cl. 1 suggc*st that instead of provision for giving 
clle'ct to the re*solution beung made in the ne'xt buclge*t siiedi provision mn3’ b(* 
made in the* budget of the' following year. With these' n*inarks I sujiport tin* 
principles ol this resolution.” 


Idle Hoii’ble Dr. Howkjj.s said . — 

My Lord, i do not know whether I rind myself in full agreement in any 
eric of the three pKniits mentioned in the resolution, but I am in most ln*arty 
agreement with what the speaker wants. It sejenis tc^ me c-xccc'dingly 
lundamental in our plans for progress that there should be* spread by (*very 
possible legitimate means a larger knowledge of sanitation and h3'giene. ddic' 
amount of ignorance on matters of this kind now in f'xiste'iice from (Jhairnien 
of Municipalities down to common coolies is simply appalling. It is se ldom 
fhat you gei men apart from those who have come in immediate tcjucfi with 
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tho roBulU of Haiiitation and are in touch with medical practice who are 
aware of its ^r(*-at effect on health. It is n^ally rare to find in the ordinary 
man any knowledge of sanitation and liygi(u>e and all that it stands for. How 
far actually t(‘aching in schools may be helpful it will be difficult to say. But 
one thing 1 do know that in an area of wliich I have sonn^ practical experience, 
j)ractical (hunonstration pro\M‘d to be (exceedingly ht lpful and that is the 
intnjduction of* lilttncd water in the town of S(‘rampore. The number of 
pf'-ople who beli(‘V(*d in fiha^red water in Serampore three years ago was 
exceedingly limited. But the manifest (‘ffi^cts of filtered water on the health 
of the p(‘ophs th(* rapid decline in cholera owing to the intiaKluction of filtert'd 
water has now become known to tlie common coolie. I shotdd say that a 
simple demonstration lik(^ this would have more beneficamt effect and would 
sf)re?id sanitary knowdtHlge in the district than years and years of sanitary 
te,aching would do without such demonstration in cur schools. Ko amount of 
t(5a(diing unless it is backed up by a pcusisttuit and steady advance in the way 
of introducing ineasuia^s of this charact(‘r throughout the huigth and breadth 
of Bengal as far as finances allow would do any gocxl. Practical (hunonstra- 
tion st5(uns to me the peu-manent solution of the probhun. More than twenty 
years ago when 1 canu* out. to this coujitry I ha^tlu* privilege of teaching in 
a higii scliool and in tiiose days there was a S(‘lectioii of books in (connection 
with ih(‘ Calcutta Univ(‘.rsity in which tluu-e w(‘re sev(‘ral chapters on sanita- 
tion. 1 had to t(cacli sanitation as contained in thos(^ (chapters. That was 
rat her a p('rfunctory way of teaching sanitation. And unless sanitation lias 
som(‘ n‘al and practical background, 1 am doubtful wlu'tlier it will produci' in 
any way any good n^sult. \\v are all of th(‘ sam<‘ opinion on the importane*' 
of tlu' subje(ct and tln^ (hesirability of intrcHlucing a consci(*nce on the subjtci 
amongst tin* pi'oph*. After all it is not long since that W(c English peoph* have 
conn^ out of the dark in this eonin‘ction. In the days of our fatli(*rs tJn* i<lea 
of sanitation was of a v(‘ry fundaimmtal chara(‘tcr. and if wo read of tin* 
conditions in old (Jalcutta, W(' find lliat it reflected wry litth* credit on tin* 
]y<\vi of thoH(^ concerned and W(' can only say that thenc was very little or im 
id(‘a of sanitation a hundred y(‘ars ago. l>ut the most satisfactory t hing in 
Europe^ amongst the working clasH('s is that there is a real conscience amnne 
t lu'm of sanitation and hygieiK'. And how has this conn* about ? ddie llon’blp 
Mr. Arden WckhI nuuitions about inspectic>n of schools by doctors. But is it 
to be on a compulsory or voluntary basis? I think this would l>e l)(>S(‘t with 
difficulti(‘s. 1 think that, if the (iovauaiment promisi’s to look into the 
qufcstion and s(*(* what slej)S can Ik* tak(*n for giving effect, to tin* purpos('S of 
this resolution, it. would lx* the best way of d(‘aling with this, d'he (jui'stion 
of combating t lu* jiositive ignorance of the peophe in regard to sanitation is a 
si’rioLis oin*, and it is also lU’cessary lo deal with the mischitnous idea t hat i*- 
]) re valent about sanitation.” 


The Hon’blo Uai Kadha Chakan Pau Baiiaduk saui : — 

“My Lord, 1 rise to give my support to tin* resolution that has been 
movial by my Ilon’ble fri(MKl Mr. Irwin. 1 have followed with consid(u*ab]e 
int('r('st the pn^ceding sp(*akers and 1 find that theia* is a cons('nsus of opinieii 
in supixnt of the resoluti(m that has b(‘cn moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin 
Some of my friends say that they support the principle of the resolution bui 
they do not go far to support some of the details. So far as I am concerned 
1 have not Ixx'ii able to quite follow some of my Hon’ble friends who ha\e 
pneceded me and who think that it is not needed to make the study of hygiein* 
and sanitation compulsory in schools or for the Matriculation cxaminalioii. 
1 think. My Lord, as far as ] have been able to gather, that there is much in tin 
proposal to make the study of hygiene and sanitation compulsory to commend 
itself to this Omncil. I nunember also that Bengali was at first an optionid 
subject in the ^latriculatiim examination in my days, and I believe it is now 
a compulsory subject. I know very well how mucli the study of our own 
language was neglected in those days when Bengali was merely aB optional 
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subject for the Matriculation examination aiul also for tin* KirsI Arts whicli is 
now called the Intermediate Examination. I think, My Lonl. then' is notliintr. 
so far aft my community is corKu^rned, ohj(>ctionalilt‘ to make the Htud\ of 
hyeciene and sanitation a comj)ulftory subject in the Matriculation examination. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Arden Wood has said that the Matriculat i<ui t‘xamination is 
intended to examine the fitness of students who gfo in for tlu' Arts examina' 
tion, /.c., for the higher courses of study. I believt* tlu‘ study of lux>ks is a 
comprehensive tiling and the study of hygiein^ and sanitation may well be 
included in the curriculum of the Calcutta Univ(*rsity. I do not. in suiiporl- 
iiig th(^ resolution of the Iloirbh* Mr. 1 r win, minimisi‘ tln^ im}>oit anc(‘ of 
remedial measun^s regarding the iinj)rov(unt‘nt of tht‘ condition (»!' tilings in 
villagcH and in mufassal towns in addition to the supply of iilU ri'd wat-or, tlir 
improvement of drainage, the cutting of jungh‘S and many othm' ihings. 1 
belitu^e that in addition tootln'i* siibjt^cts the study of hygieiu' and sanilalien 
in our schools and pathsalas will b(‘ very useful in attaining the (»bie(‘t wt' all 
hav(^ in view, namely, tlu^ gi^nei'al improvmnent in tln^ sanitary condition ol tins 
Pr(‘sidency and esp(‘(*ially of Imlian homes and surroundings. W itii this \'iew, 
as a mtmiher of the Indian community, 1 gladly weh*omt‘ the rt‘solulion whii li 
has been moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin in the inlma^st of our community.” 


The HoiTble SiH S. P. SlNiiA said : — 

“My Lord, I need hardly assur(‘ my llon’ble friemds that tln^ Coveriiment 
is in tmtire sympathy with th(‘ obje(‘t ol the Ilon’hle Mr. li'win in mo\'ing this 
resolution. That object, 1 coucumvc, is to b(^ attaimsl by t in* s])n‘ading of the 
knowhulge of ordinary simph* ruhvs of hygiem* amongst the ])eoi)h‘ and 
thereby r(mdering them mor(‘ ca])able of avoiding thosi‘ unhealthy conditams 
which lead to disease. I (^an assun' tin' (^.ouncil that, this siibje(‘t has nsauv- 
(h 1 for a long time past the earm'st and continuous attention ( )f ( J ovm nment . 
In tlie wc‘ll-known n'Holution of the Covi*rnment of India on the id m-at lonal 
policy of ( lOVcrnuKUit, dated the 31st. February 1913, tin* (lovm'iinnnil ol India 
said this : 

‘ The claims of hygiene an' paramount not only in iln^ intiu-ests ol ihe 
children tlnunsid va».H, though thesi* an^ all-important, hut also as .an ohjia*!- 
h*sson to the rising geiierat ion. Hitherto want ol funds and tin' ajiathy ol 
the people have been responsibhi for tlie comparatively small attiaitmn i^anl to 
hygiene.’ 

T am afraid we liave not progressruj very far in eitluir ol tliesi' directiuns. 
’Die resolution goes on to say : 

‘ In some ])rovinces a simph^ cours(* of instruction in hygiene is j)resc.rihe(l . 
at some |»eriod of the scdiool coarse, but tlie lessons art^ often ol too loiimi a 
typ<.‘, an; not connect(;d wdth the life of the pupil ami fail to foi m his h<i »itH 
or to (uilist his iutcdligeiict' in cifter-life in the struggle against disease. n 
some arf;as, tluu'e is a general insptmtion of scdiool prt‘niiH(;s by imalical aiil lo- 
ritics ; but It is believi;d that litth; is d(jne for the individual insj^ection o 
school children, and that medical advice has not always h<;t;n (mlistiMl in 
regard to the length of the school day, the framing of curricula, and such 
matters. ITio Government of India commend to local Govern imuits a thoi oug i 
enquirv by a small committee of experts, medical and (;ducational, into sc loo 
and college hygiene. The seope of the enquiry will no doubt vary ni diilon nl 
parts of the province, but the following seem to he importaiil mattm-s lor 
ni vestigatlon : — 

(i) The condition of school houses, hostels and other places wlenv 

pupils reside, from the point of view of sanitation. 

(ii) The professional examination of builtling plans, from tin? hygienic 

* point of view. 
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(iii) The introduction of a simple and more practical course of h 5 ^giene ; 

vvludher it sliould bo a compulsory subject in the various 
scluunos of Hchool-leavdng certificates, and whether it should bt^ 
rc'commt nded to Universities as part of their Matriculation 
(‘xamination. (This is the subject-matter of the resolution.) 

(iv) d'h(' inspection, where possible, of male scholars, with special 

i\d(n-(mce to infectious diseases, eye-sight and malaria. (This 
]3oint has been mentioned by the Hon’ble Mr. Arden WckkI.) 

(v) 'riif^ length of the seh(X)l day, homo studies, and the ettect upon 

health of th(‘ j)resent system of working for formal examina- 
tio ns. 

(vi) T1 h‘ rtxiuinmumts in tlu‘ way of recreation grounds, gardcms, 

gymnasia, n'ading rooms, common rooms, etc. 

(vii) Tlu^ ins]K‘cting and administ rating ageiuiy required, tin* possibility 

of co-oporat ion with exist ing organisations and the provision of 
funds.’ 


Now in ])Ursuanco of that policy, in 19US tin* Govcummont of llengal 
appoint(ul a r(‘})r(‘sent.ati v(‘ (;ommit.t.e(‘ to tmquir(‘ into the whole subjc'ct of 
school and college' hygii'iie. Tln^ c:ommittoo included imm of practical vx~ 
])erience and insight into (ulucational probl(*ms, both from the i)hysi(;al and 
int(‘ll(^ctual ixnnt of view. It was ina^sided ov('r by the l)in>ctor of Public' 
Instruction (Mr. Hornell) and its mcunbi'rs were Coloiu'l (Jlemasha, the tlh'ii 
Sanitary (Commissioner, the* Sanitary Engineer, Dr. Grey, the' Adviser on 
Physicail Education to the' G ovc'rnment. of Px'iigal, (’cp>nel Dc'arc', Sir Kailasli 
(diandra Pose, ^Ir. Smith Alh'n, Miss Prockc', Mr. Saioda Ranjan Das and 
Maulvi Wahc'cl Khan Pahadur with Mr. Stark of the Education ih'partim'ul 
as Sc'f'rc'tary, and amongst the subjects which they werc^ askc^l to c'nquirt' into 
were' the' introducticjii of a simple and practical coursf> of hygiene', whe t lu'i' 
it should b(^ com|)ulsory and whc^tlun* it should be rc'C'omnu'nded to the' 
IJnivcu'sity as a subject in thc^ Matriculation examination, ddiat committt c' 
held prot racted sittings and afterwards made' an unanimous rc'cemmcmdation 
to tJic) Government, of Ptuigal. Thc>y were of opinion that there should be a 
cuRirse of hygicuie hnd sanitation for tin* four upper classc'S of high sch(:K>ls, for 
which at j)rc^s('nt there was no provision ; but the difficulty they fc'dt was the 
want of tcvacdu'i's to wdiom the task of teaching these children could be 
confidiHl. As regards European schools, steps have been taken on the basis of 
the syllabus drawn up by tin* hygiene committee to make the study of hygiene* 
compuls<^)ry both for boys and girls. As regards Indian schools, the Govern- 
ment accepted the principle that the teaching of hygiene should be an integral 
l)art of the secondary school course and that a working knowledge* of hygiene 
shcnild be a s/nr qua non of the teachers, and for that imrpose it would be* 
necessary to include hygiene in the course for training schools. There is a 
scheme now being prepared by the Director of Public Instruction with that 
object, that is, for introducing hygiene in the course for training schools. 

I am sure the llon’ble Mr, Irwin will be the liret to recognistJ that we cannot 
carry out his ri'solution, even if wo wanted to, unless We had duly qualified 
teachers who are to carry out the teaching of hygiene in the schools. The first 
thing, thertdore, is to get the teachers. We are having a scheme preparetl 
and it is to be hoped that we shall have in the near future funds to carry out 
that scheme. As I was telling the House with reference to the report of the 
committee, we sent up a comprehensive scheme of school and college hygiene 
Costing Rs. 50, 000 a year. We had accepted the suggestion that oral instruc- 
tions should be supplemented by magic lanterns, charts and diagrams. The 
Government of India, after carefully considering our scheme, exprossl^d their 
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general approv«al of it. subject to a vory important comliiion, naim lw that ilio 
Government of Bengal shottld ho aMi‘ to finaiu-i' it Iroin proviiteial rovc niios 
vvlien normal conditions were restored. Tlu>rerort‘. with tlu' gn'alt>M possible 
desire to give (>irect to the general dtnnand for i)ruvi(li]i^ a c‘t‘i*tain amount of 
teaching of liygume and sanitary science in tin' scIkhJs, we hav(' not got, first 
of all, the teachers to do it ; and, secondly, we liavc* not got tlu' inoin'v ( it inn* to 
train tin' teachers and we have got, to wait till we can gin both mom v and 
toacdit'rs. Now that 1 have explained tin' atlitinh' of riovernnimii with re<rard 
to th(^ first part of the lloidhle Mr. Irwin’s n'solution, nann'ly, ihi' pi-ovision 
for the t(*aching of liygiein' in aidtMl schools, 1 may nn'iition for the informa- 
tion of th(* Ilon’ble mover that that scln'iin^ Ineliuh's as out' of its ossi'iitial 
])ortions a scheme for tin* medical insjxH'tion of children in schools. rin* 
(iovernnn'nt believt' that both are in‘(‘ossarv for lln' objt'ets which we all 
have in vi(*w — tin' nn'dical inspection of childr(*n as wall as the ti*ae!nng of 
iiygiene and sanitary scit'iicc'. 

Taking the second part of tin* Hond)le M r. lrwin’^. ri'soln i ioip t hat also, 
as I have already said, has l»e(‘n engaging t in' att i'iil ion of t he ( Jovc'rnnn'iit of 
India and of this G overnmi'iit, and afti'i* (U)nsulting t in* local Ti overnnient s, 
tin Govi'rnnn'iit of India came* to tlit' conclusion sonu'what contrary t,o l,h(*ir 
first idea that it would not be d(\sirabh^ t<o maki^ tin* course in hygiein* in 
higher institutions ce/;?y>u/.sor?/. TIn'y point out, to us in t.lnaf huter of tin* 
18th .January 1917 that ‘such of tin* l(K‘al Govi'miiii'iit s as ha ve int imat imI t heir 
opinion wt're not in favour of tin' tea(diing of liygit'ni' as a soparat«‘ stib- 
jeet for ('xaniination. The (ilovernment of India aia* pn^pariMl to aee(‘j)t- this 
conclusion, for as a re,sult of furtln'r (*onsid(‘rat ion. t in y ar(‘ 1 hi'insd V(*s 
incIiiK'd that tin* insistenc(i on the instruction of pupils in hygii'in* with ,'i view' 
to an ('xaminatiim tt'st would probably only h'ad to a sonn wdiat formal and sipu r- 
fluons cours(' of instruction. 'Jdiey an* disposfMl to think that a j >r(‘le]*able 
alternative* wa)uld be t.o givt* practic'al instruction to ttaa(*h(‘rs in hygi(*n«‘. In 
tln^se circumstances, having regard to the fact that a ti'st in hygiein* doi's not 
propei'ly fall within the* scopes of an Univt'rsity (‘xamination as sindi, I.Ik' 
Government of India art* not at pre^sent pr(',par('d to invit.* tin* Galeutia 
Tniv^t'rsity to consider whetln^r sanit at ion and hygii'in^ should be recognised 
as alternativ(' subjects for the Matrj(*ulation r'xaminat ion.’ I think that 
disposes of tln.i seconcl port ion of tin* ri'solution, as r(.‘gai‘(ls hygi«*n(' and sani- 
taiy science' being made compulsory subjf'cts for tin* loiiversity examination. 

With regard to the third point, tiu* conclusion followas from wdiat 
1 have already said f>efor(' t-hat it w'ould be ])rematur(‘ .al t ogetlnu', (*\‘en if it 
W(‘r(^ possible, to talk of making alb>tm<'nts in tin* budg('t for this pui’pose. 
W <• cUre all of us convinced that in the int(‘rests of the ])Upils, it is necessary 
to create' or to stimulate the ‘sanitary conHci(uice.’ It is reeognis(‘ l that 
om* of the best ways of d(jing that is to give* a ciu'tain amount of instaaict ion 
in tin* scIkmjIs with regard to liygiem* and sanitary scienca*, but f<a* t hat, pur- 
pose there are two things that, are (jssential — Jirsf., the provision oI an 
ad(',quat(' number of well-equipjXMi teachers and, secojifllt/, funds. Neilln r of 
these is availabh', and, I am afraid, neithc'r will Ix' availabli* for some litt le 
time to conu;. We must he satisfied, tlu'refore, with tJie gradual progress 
that is being made, and I am sun* Ifon’bh' Memlx'rs will r(*cognis(‘ that, some 
Iirogrt'ss has been already made, and that we must trust to bett.(‘r tinn s for 
the purpose of carrying out the full programme sketclnxl in the resolution (jf 
the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin.'’ 


The Hon’ble Mk. Ikwin said : — 

My Lord, in deference to what appears to be tlu' general wish >f 
Jlon’ble Members, I am prepared to agree to substitute tin* wa)rd ‘ optional 
for thd word ‘compulsory’ in the second paragraph of my resolution. I 
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would further ask Your Lordship’s permission to add to the first paragraph 
of my resolution the following words : — 

‘ and that grants bo made to unaided schools for similar teaching under 
conditions to be scttlcHl by the Director of Public Instruction.’ 

As regards the objection of want of funds, surely, My Lord, I need say 
iK)thing uior(‘ than that for such an object there are many other projects 
which should bo sot aside or postponed until less stringent times. 

Ah t o th(* difficulty of providing qualified instructors, I would ask if the 
assistaiKM' of tlu^ Sanitary (hjinmissioncr, who is also the Professor of Hygiene 
at the- Mi^dical ('ollego, has b(‘(m sought ? 

Dr. Ihmtley assures me that, if given the means and authorit}^ he 
would guaraut.(‘C to provider sound t(Uiehing in a hundred munici])alit-ie8 in 
the Province' vvdthin six months. Has not the appointnumt of a Deputy Sani- 
tary ( 'oinniissiomu* b(‘(‘ii alrea<ly sanctioned ? If so, why has it not Ixuui 
giv(‘ii ('ffi^c't to by the appointment of a qualified man? Less than Rs. 10, 000 
would suffice* for this. 

In conclusion, I liave lu‘re. My Lord, a most interesting panqihh*! on this 
subj(‘ct piiblisluMl, in 1877, by Dr. »Iohn Murdock, from which none will 
admit of my (luoting to-day, but which 1 commend to the noticu^ of tin* 
authoril i(^s. It is prefaced by th(‘ words : — 

‘An app(*al to the Indian (lovtuTiment, tin* Director of Idiblic* Instruc- 
tion and till' Univ(‘rsity Authoriti(‘S on behalf of tin* Dumb Millions of India, 
tin* victims of indescribabb* misery and whose death-roll is doubled from a 
violation of the Laws of Health.’ 

If those words, My Lord, do not appeal to those in authority to give a 
favourabh* (*ar to my resolution, nothing that 1 can add will. 1 can only 
a])peal t-o (ifovc’rnnumt not to m‘glect this opportunity of trying to ridievo th(‘ 
sufferings of millions.” 


d he PiiEsiDKNT said : — 

” D(h's the Hon’bh^ mover wish to move the resolution in the amendt'd 
form ?” 


TIh' llon’bU* Mr. Irwin said : — 

” If Your Lordship permits me, I would move the resolution in the 
following aimmded form : — 

This Council la^comniends to the Governor in Council that — 

(/) th(' teaching of Hygiene and Sanitation by duly qualified teachers 
be made compulsory in all State-aided schools, both for boys and 
girls, in the province ; and that grants be made to unaided 
schools for similar teaching under conditions to be settled by 
the Director of Public Instruction ; 

(//) these subjects be included as optional subjects for the Univer- 
sity Matriculation examination ; and 

*» *» 

(nV) provision for the above be made in the next «^dget.” 
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A division was taken with the following result 

A yet — 24. 


Nues — ’IS. 


The Ilon’blo Sir liajetulra Nath MiiUorji, K.c:.i.K. j 

„ Dr. Nilratnn Sarkar. j 

„ Mr. J. Mackenzie. j 

^ ,, Mr. Aiiiinur Ualiuiiian. I 

,, liov. Dr. G. IIowi IIh. ’ 

,, Mr. ProvaHh Clumder Mittor j 

,, Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Kay. I 

,, Habu Br(>jendra Kiahoro Kay Ciiamlluiri. j 

,, Mr. Armi Chandra Sin^^ha. i 

, ,, l)r. Deha ProsaiJ Sarlnidhikari, i .i.K. ; 

„ „ Kai Del ►c der Chuiidor (tIiohc Bahadur. 

, Kui Kailiia Charaii Pai Bahadur. I 

„ „ Mr. E. B. Eden. I 

,, ,, Mr E. A. Martin. I 

„ „ Mr. II. K A. Irwin. j 

,, ,, Maulvi Ahul Kasein. ; 

,, „ Maulvi A. K. Fuzl-ul-lla(|. 

,, Ihihn Bhahendra Chandra lia}'. 

,, ,, Bahu Akliil C'iiandra Datta. 

,, ,, Kai Maliendra Chandra Mitra ibilm<hir. | 

,, ,, Bahu Siiren<Jra Nath Kay. I 

,, ,, Bal»u MolH'iidra Nath Kay, f.i.K. 

,, ,, l^ahii Kiahori Mohan Ciiaudlniri. 

,, ,, Bahu Aiiihika Oiaran Mazuiiidar. I 


The 




Hon hie Sn llenr\ Wlieeler, k.c.! k., c.^.i, 

^u Satyotnlra PraHaotia Sinlui, l\i. 

»» Mr J. <i. Cuiiiniin^, ( .s. i., t i k 

f, Mr, C. .1. Stev(‘|l^(l>o Moore, t ,\ o. 

♦ > ^I»* II. Kerr, < c i.k, 

Mr J. I )onal<l, <■ i.r.. 

„ Mr I.. S. S. ()’Malle\ 

,, Mr. F. A. A. C\»v\le\. 

,, Et. -Colonel \\ ,1. Biieh.'oian, > i.i , 

1 M.H. 

,, Mr. C. II BoiiipiiH. 

,, Mr. \V. C. \Vt»rilM worth 

„ Mr. C. F Pa> in*. 

,, Mr. E B. II. Pantoii. 

,, Kai l*riya Nath Mukit<‘r)t ihiha<hii, 

1.8 o. 

„ Mr. W. II. II Arileii- Wood . i i. 

, Mr F W . ( 'hi t< r, c.i k 

,, Khan Saiiih Aiiian All 

,, Mr. Altaf Ah. 


The following ineinl»(MH wer<* ai»sen<- : — 

Tlw Horri)le Mr. T. (\ 1\ fiihhons, K.e. 


the Nawab Haliadiir of Murshidabad, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o. 

Kaja Ilrishikosh Laha, c.i.E. 

Irir. K. Glen. 

th(i Maliarajadhiraja Bahadur of BurdwaiD k.c.s.i., k.o.i.k., 

I.O.M. 

Dr. A bdulla-al-Mamun Siihrawardy. 

Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chowdhuri. 

Kai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

Mr. K. B. Dutt. 


The Ayes being 24, and the Noes 18, tln^ motion was carried. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 14. 

The Hon’blo Rai Mahendka Ciiandka Mitka IJahadph moved tho. 
following resolution : — 

This Council rectommends to thti Governor in Council that a sju eial 
division of the Public Works Department, to be (.-alhMl “ the DanKwlar 
Embankment and Drainage Division”, be formc^d with ciifecu from thf^ 
beginning of the next oflicial year. 


Ho said : — 

My Lord, the necessity for embankments in the district rif Hooghly 
has long been recognised, and they da4e back to a period anterior to British 
^ule. It was, in fact, considered to W a duty of the zamindars * to secure 
their lands from inimdartion by repairing the embankments.’ The C(;Ht of 
I'^'pairing the bandhs was known as pulbandi and was realisc^d by thf3 
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zaiiiindarB from ilio tonants concerned. When the Britisli took over the 
cedtul (listrictK, numeroiiR einbankmentH were in existence in Hooghly, tlu* 
most important being within the Hurdwan Raj Estate, which owned those 
along the Damodar. 

From tlie earliest tiincB the district of Rurdwan has been protected from 
flocKls by ernbaiikments along th(‘ DaiiKKlar. At first individual efforts rather 
than public contribution provid(‘d for their construction. A landowner whose 
fi(dd was threabmed would construct a bandh to save it with th(‘ result that 
the flood water would attack some other point further down. The process 
would b(‘ n*p( 5 ated again and again until the banks of the river w(5re protect(‘d 
by a H(‘ries of rt;gular embankments. Heforc^ the last hall of the nineteent h 
(H'litury, howev(‘r, the8(‘ were neither so extensive nor so strong as to 
(dfi^ctually check the fury of tin* great floods to which hill-fed streams, 
su(di as the DanKniar, are liable, and the early history of the district is full 
of accounts of disastrous floods which br(‘ach(^d the embankments aiul caused 
widc^spn^ad damage. The (earliest re(‘orded oecurre 1 in 1770, and the injury 
which it c;aas(‘(l t > the winter rice crop intensified the famine of that year. 
Th(^ inundation was first, observed on the 29th September, when the watf^rs 
of ihv Damodar ros(‘ to a level with the top of the embanknumt and m^ar 
tlu^ west(‘rn (‘xtnmiity of the town of Runlwan, the embankment gradually 
gav(^ way. ddu' damage was n^paired, but four or fiv(‘ days \aivr a second 
rising of the riv(*.r resultcul in the (uitirc' (h^struction of tjie (unbankuKUit. 
hAau-y (dfort t,o check the violence^ of the torrents proved in vain and 
th(^ town of Hurdwan was almost totally destroyed, not an ('arth-built hut 
remained, and c‘ven houses constructed with bricks suffered considerably. 

Mr. \V. W. Hunter, of the Heiigal (dvil Service, furnisluul the following 
information to the lloiblile fb^orgo (/amplx'll, om> of tlu* Judges of lb ? 
Majesty’s Suprenu^ Court of Judicature in Hengal, ami Prc'sichmt. of t hr 
Famiiu' Commission, in the Minutes appended to the hamim? Report ol 
17(;9-88 


‘ H(dbr(‘. th(' (‘nd of the rainy season in 1770 the (*vid(uit. d(^po])ulation 
had ('xcited grave approlnmsioii in th(‘ minds of the Council. Whih*. a third 
of a generation of t h(^ poor had betm thus swept from tin' face of the (‘art h. 
a whole gtuieration of once rich families liad been reduced to poveuMy. On 
('Very sid(' we hear of the revenue famines, a wealthy class, who tlnm stood 
forth as the visil)lo Governmtmt to the common people, being unable to r(‘alisr 
the land tax, stripped ofi' their office, their persons imprisoned and tlitur 
lands, tht' sole dependence of their families, re-let. The ancient houses ul 
Hengal, who were afterwards acknowledged by the Hritish Governnunit as i1k‘ 
lords of the soil, faired still worse. The Raja of Hurdwan, whose province had 
Ix'en the lirst to cry out, and one of the last to obtain relief, died miserahly 
towards tlu‘. end of the famine, leaving a treasury so utterly drainecl that 
his son, a boy ol sixteen, had to melt down the family plate, and, when this was 
exhausted, to beg a temporary loan, in (,rder to perform his father’s obsequie s. 
T('n or fifteen years later we fiiul th(» unfortunate prince, unable to satisfy tlx 
Governnumt demands, a prisoner in his own palace. His successor at the 
presemt day enjoys an income reputed at more than a hundred thousand 
st('rling * ♦ The two great potentates in the west of Lower 

liengal were reserved for a more cruel fate. At the close of the famine, th^ 
Reveniu' Agents, being unable to wring the land tax out of their depopulated 
('States, were sharply dispossessed and when the local records open wo find one 
of the princes, the aged Hindu Raja of Bishenpore, let out of the debtor h 
prison only to die, and the other, the youthful Mussalman Raja ef 
Hirbhum, hardly suffered to obtain his majority before he was confined ior 
arrears 

Another HockI which seems to have been equally disastroun occurred hi 
Burdwan in 1787. Describing the damage caused by it, the Collector, 
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Rai Mahetidra Chamlra MUra Bahadur. 

Mr. Kinloch, wrote? ‘The town is totally ilestroytnl, not a vosti^i^ of 
a mud lioUKe remaining and even those huilt of hrfck are many of tliem 

fallen or so entirely tlamaged that a longer residmua^ in t Inmi hecemes 

dangerous. Many people have lost thmr lives and gi\*al niinihm’ of cattle are 
(irowned.’ 

The inundation of 18:;:?^, which coiniiKmccMl on tht* niglit of (In' 
26fh September, was caused by thi^ bursting of t lu‘ Damodar, tlu‘ Ibigluratbi 
and minor streams. 

The flood of 1855 resuUa^d in the destruction of the (unbanknuml on the 
right side of the Damodar in the district of liurdwai*!. 

The successive floods of the Damodar in n^cent yt^ars wliieli an' so wrll 
known have madi^ the material condition of tlu^ peopb' very bad and lln^ 

sufferings of the inliabitants of the allected localilit's (?an Ik' bi-tter iinaginrd 

than described. 

At prt'sent the Sou th-West(n*n (h'rch' of thc^ rubli(‘ W'nrks Deparinu'nl 
is divided into four divisions, viz.: — (1) (h)ssy(‘, (2) Noithejn i)rainage 
and P]mbankment,^ (;i) Circular and Kasteni Canals and (1) Midnapon' 
(kinal Kevcmue Division. 

(1) 'riici Cossye Division contains tlu^ distric^ts of Midnapori', llooglily 
and Howrah, with divisional lioad(]uart(^rs at Midnaj)on'. 

(2) The Northern Drainage; and Kinbanknumt Division contains tin* 
district, of Ilooghly, Hurdwan, Ibi'bhum, 21-Parganas and Howrah with t he 
divisional headquartt'rs in (Calcutta. 

(8) ddie Circular and Kastern (kinal Division (*ompj'ist;s tin* dist.i iet.s of 
Khulna, 24-Parganas, Jessore, Hakarganj and Paridpui*, having tin' divisional 
lieadquarters in Calcutta. 

(4) Midnapon^ Canal Revenuf; Division contains t in; (iisti iets of Midnaj)or(' 
and Ibjvvrah, having the divisional head(]uarters at Midiiapori'. 

'Idle (Central Circle is dividcul into two divisions, namely, (,1) Ihirdwan and 
(2) Nadia Rivers Division. 

(1) The liurdvvan Division cont«ains the districts of Ilooghly, Hurdwan 
Hirbhum, Hankura and Jessore, with divisional ln*adquart(‘.rs at Ilooghly. 

(2) The Nadia Rivers Division comprises tlu; districts of Murshidabad, 
Nadia, Hurdwan and Hirbhum. having the divisional h(;ad(juart(n's at 
Herhampore. 

Incorporation of the* above-nam(;<l districts in tluj sc'Veral divisions, as 
uotcHl above, is neitlnu* geographically nor politically consistent. Tln;se 
divisions are rather ai bitrary. Tli(n*eforo, the abf)Vo districts as (!onq)i*ised in 
two circles should b(; re-dist ributed and in consideration of the gravit 3 ^ of thr 
^^ituation caused by the Damodar floods in the districts of Howrah, Ilooghly 
"'lud Hurdwan, soim; of the aforesaid divisions should b(; amalgamated and 
Without incurring further expenditure a special division of tlu' Public Works 
department to be called the ‘ Damodar Embankment and Drainage; Division ’ 

be formed. The question of mitigating the untold sufferings of tin* vast 
Population of moi-p than 800 villages is a vory important om;. 

^ Therefore, from the administrative point of view, the formation of tin* 
damodar Embankment and Drainage Division ’ witli divisir)?jal liead- 
^uarters at Burdfwan or Hooghly and not in Calcutta is very desirable and 


of 


With tliese few w^ords, My LoreJ, I move the resolution for 
* ^ur Excellency’s Council.” 


t|jc3 a(;ceptancc 
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Mr. Gumming; Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

Th(^ Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said : — 

“ Sir, the historical aspect of the Ilon’ble Member’s speech is soRievvhat 
wanting in relevancy ; but as regards his suggestion for a re-distribatlon of the 
organisation of tlie Public Works Department, there is much to be said ; and, 
indeed, if the llon’ble Member will examine the past records of the 
Department, h(‘. will find that the Department has not been unwilling to 
re-distribute its stall* as occasion requires. 

As rcigards this particular point, namely, that a special division of the Public 
Works Department, to be called the Damodar Embankment and Drainagii 
Division, be constituted, I desire to say at once on behalf of Governnnmt 
that the formation of such a division is contemplated. The area in question, 
as correctly stated, is included in the Northern Drainage and Embankment 
Division, which is a heavy charge ; and a further subdivision of responsibility 
is (hisirablc. At the same time, it must be made clear that it is not possibh', 
owing to the insufficiency of stall*, to say that the division will be formed 
at the bciginning of tin; nt;xt (official year or even during the currency of the war. 
It should b(; nunembered that war is responsible for the reduction of 
more than one-fourth in the supcudor staff of the Public Works Department, 
and it is with extreme difficulty that the (existing organisation can be carried 
on (>V(‘n as it is. If the Ilon’ble Member would be prepared to alter the terms 
of his resolution by the substitution of the words ‘as soon as possible,’ for 
tin; words ‘ with effect from the beginning of the; next official year,’ then 
(lov(;rnm(;nt would be prepared to acce[>t the resolution in the modified 
form.” 


Tin; ITon’hh; Rai Mahkndua Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, ! accept the sugg(;stions made by the llon’bh* Mr. Gumming 
and beg to move; tin; r(;solution in tin; following ameiKhnl form : — 

‘ d’his Council r(‘(;oinmends to tin; Govtumor in Council that a Sjiecial 
division of the Public Works Department, to be called ‘ tin; Daiindar 
Emhankment and Drainage Division ’ be formoil as soon as possihh^.’ 

ddio motion was put in the amended form and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. IS. 

The following r(;soiution which stood in the name of the llon’ble Rai 
Maiikndra Chandra Mitra Bahadur was, by h^ave of the President, 
withdrawn : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that Mr. C. Addams- 
Williams of the Public; Works Departinc;nt in; placed in charge of the propost^d 
Damodar Embankment and Drainage Division. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 16. 

The Ilcen’ble Rai Maiikndra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved tin' 
following rescelution : — 

This Council recoinmends to the Governor in Council that a Standiiii? 
(yommittee of officials and non-officials for the proposed Damodar Embank- 
ment and Drainage Division be eoustitutod, with the CommisBioner of 
Rurdvvan Division as President. 
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Mr, Gumming; Maulvi Ahul K a sem ; liai Mahendr a Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 
He said : — 

“My Lord, this resolution speaks for itself, and I sul)init that a Standing- 
Committee ou^ht to he a))pointed.“ 


The Hondile Mk. Gumming said : — 

“Sir, the Hou’ble Moviu-’s speech is coimnendably short,. Prrsuinahlv 
lie refers to the Committee, tlje constitution of which was eonttnnplat t‘d m 
the n^soliition of th(> 3rd duly, 11)06. In aceordaiu^e with that ri'solii tion, (hmi- 
mittees werc^ formed for many districts, including t hos(‘ in th(‘ 1 >ainiHlar l)asin, 
namely, the Midnapore, Hankura, Hirbhum, Hurdwan, llooghly and llowrali 
districts. The personnel was to consist of tln^ Commissioner of I h(‘ Division 
as IVesident-, and the Colh'ctor, the SuperinteJidincf Kngim'er, the KxtHMilive 
Eni^ineer, tlte District En^^iiuHn*. and selected landliohh'rs as UKunlMns. 'I’lie 
attention of the Commissiomu* will ht^ drawn to tlui appoininient of siieli 
Standing" Committees, and tli(‘ lists of names of landholders will Ix' revised in 
accordance with existing conditions and rtM]uir(mi(U)ts. Under iht‘ l4‘nns 
of that r<'soluti(ai, such Standing (h>mmitte(‘s are to bt‘ convened l»y I he 
(Commissioner wlum required. 

In this (^as(*, again, G ovto*nnuMit. would lx* prepaixxl t,o acauq)! the 
r(H‘oinm(Midation in rdn^ ]-osolu tioji, if tin' wording lx* slightly aller(‘d. I 
saggiest for tin* Ilon’ble Mi'inlx'r’s consideration that the resolution iniglit 
ix'ad as follows : — 

‘This (h)uncil i*('comni(*nds to the (bivt'rnor in (Council that, Standing 
( ^>nimitte(*s of otlicials and non-ollicials for the d ist riels in the 
DanuKlar basin lx* c*onst.itut(‘d in accorilaiux* with tlu' terms o|‘ 
the i’('St)lu tion of t,h(^ 3rd duly, OOh.’ 

If th(' llon’ble Member would ac^ci*])! this as a mo<lillca1,ion of his original 
resolution, on behalf of (^lovtamnumt, I wouhl lx* prt>))are<l to ae<*ept it,.’ 


The lloji’bh* Maulvi Xiujl Kahem said : — 

“My Lord, aft(*r tin* assurancx^ givxm by the llon’bh* Mr. (Cumining, 
that if the fdianges [)ropose<l by him l)e acctq)tabh* to tin' Ilon’ble Moxer, the 
r4‘solution will be ace<‘j)tx*d by ( i ov(5rnm<*nt, I do not think idiat I n(x*d trouble 
the (Joiincil with any sj)t*(Mdi of mine. 1 liojx' that the Ilon’ble Mo\’(*r will 
acei^pt the siiggi^stions of the Hon’ble Member in charg<'. ” 


The Hon’bh* Rai Maiiendka Chandra Mitra Rahaduj{ fhi-n mo\<*d (he 
^‘Solution in tin.* following amended form : — 

ddiis (J(jun(*il recomnnmds to th(^ Gov(n*nor in (Jouneil tliat Standing 
( 'ommittees of oflicials and non-offi(dals for the districts in tin* Damodar 
basin be consit iited in accordamjc with tln^ tin’ins of t ln^ resolution (d tln^ .‘>rd 
duly, 11)06.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 17. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur mov4*d the 
fellowing resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the grade pay 
<^>f the typists of the Bengal Secretariat be raised from its present hcuIh to a 
Uniform grade of Us. 40 — 5—100, with effect from the 1st April, li)18. 
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[l9TFr February, 


Mr. Donald. 


llo Raid : — 

“ My Lord, tlio history of the typists of the Secretariat may bo briefly 
stated as follows : — 

There are only two grades of typists at present, namely, (1 ) Hs. 30 — 2 — 50 
and (2) Ks. 50 — 2 — 70 ; so it takes a ])erson entering on Rs. 30 ten full years 
to get up to the Kh. 50 gra<le, t.e.. a living wage. The posts in the other 
grades are very limited and it falls to the lot of a fortunate hnv only to 
obtain Rs. 50 — 2 — 70 just after completing their Rs. 30 — 2 — 50. Moi-eover, 
tln^ typists an* not allowed, on any account, to participate in the general 
clerical line in whicli the pay and prospects are handsome. The routine 
clerks in the giun^ral line are in receipt of a pay ranging from Rs. 40 to Rs. 100 
from which they can rise up to the higher grades of the ministerial service, if 
they (lan show their capacity. 4Mie routine clerk is generally one who writes 
up r(‘gist(*rs, r(‘Cords and despatch(*s papers. A typist of average* merit can 
and should eff(‘(^tiv(dy ptudorm th(‘S(* duties. Still, as n?gards pay and pros- 
pects, the typists have not unfortunately been placed on tlie same hx)ting as 
that of the routim* clerks. 4'h(* starting pay of a ty[)ist is vtn-y poor. It 
should be raised to Rs. 40 and if a progressive* pay of Rs. 10 — 5 — 100 wen* 
giv(‘n in phuM* f)l‘ tlu* (‘xisting ones, namely, Rs. 30 — 2 — 50 and Rs. 50 — 2 — 70, 
It. would be* only in the fitness of things. Owing to the in(‘n‘as 0 d cost <»l 
living Rs. 100 in tliese days in 12 y(‘ars is not too much to aspire* to. 

My Loi*d. with theses words 1 (M)mmi‘nd this lesolution for tin* favonrabh* 
consich'rat ion of Your Ex(a‘lh‘ney’s (h)uncil.” 


The* Ilon’bh* Mu. Donald said : — 

“ My Lord, the (jiiestion raised in the resolution of tlu* Hon’bh* Member 
l»as alrf^dy been umhu* the (‘onsideration of (xovernment in eonm'ction with 
a memorial which was suluriitted by the* typists in tlu^ See.rt*! ariat . 
])res(‘nt. rates of pay which have been givtm by tin* Ilon’bh* M('mb(*r iiav(‘ 
now be(*n in forc(* for a considerabO ])eriod. but Governm(‘nt re(‘ognize that 
t hey are not adequate at the* present tinu' and have aln^ady come to a d(*cision 
that th(‘y should be imiiroved. We agiaa* with the Hoii’bh* Mcunlx*!* tliai 
Rs. -10 should be the minimum wage. This is the minimum wage for a ch^rk 
in tin* Lowtu* Division and we consider that a typist should be remunt‘rated ai 
not less than this figure. We further see no reason in having two grades ol 
ty})ists sinc(* all do tin* saint' work and exct*pt from tlu' ])oint of view of 
caapaeity it is ini] ossihle to diflTerent iate hetwt'eii them. So long as they con- 
form to tin* prt'scriheil tests they should all he treated alike and there is no 
point, in making a distinction In the rate of pay. This arrangement will 
remove the diflieiilty to which the Hon’hle Memht*!* has refernnl that only a 
few in the lower grade are fortunate enough to secure promotion to the upper 
grade after they reach the maximum of the low'or grade. Rut we are not 
])repared to go to the length suggested hy the Hon'ble Member as r(.‘gar<ls 
iiK*renu*nts and the maximum rate of pay. Under the Hon’ hie Menihi*r ^ 
jiroposal a typist would reach his maximum in a comparatively short ptjriod 
and for the rt*.st of his service would he on the same rate of pay. This is not 
(hjsirahli*. Whatever increments should he allowed should he spread over a 
longer ]H*riod, so tluit tlu' officer may have some addition i>f salary to look 
forward lo throughout the greater part of his service. The maxinnim 
ju'oposi^d hy tlie Hon’hle Member is also too high for this class of oftict*r. 
The Work is, as the Hon’hle Member admits, routine work hut it is of a luort* 
routim* character than that performed hy men in the higher grades of tlic 
Lower Division. The t^’pists cannot he really compared with the Lowtr 
Division generally. They are merely copyists, pure and simple ; they arc not 
of the Stenographer class. The higher grades in the Lower Division have 
more important duties than of writing up registers and records ; they have 
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important reft?ircnce Work to do. Considorinjr th,. diaractt r of ilioir work 
Government are of opinion tim) Hs. 80 is a .siiHiei(>n(ly liij^di niaximiiiii 
salary for the tj^^isf class. Tliey liave, tlnMofore. (h-cidi'd to fix the pay of 
all typists at the uniform rale of Hs. 40 — ' 2 — 80. Tliis is a very suhslantial 
improvement on th<' old seale, and it >rives an adi-(iiiaie initial wair( — a 
eontinuous inereinent throU|rhout tin' most, ol the otlicer’s s(>r\ ice and a 
higher maximum wage to which all can ailtiin. In view of this ih elslon l.llt* 
Hon ’Mo MoinI»(*r will probably not doBirt* to pross bis rcsobil lou." 


Tlu' llon’blo Rai Maiikndka Chandra Mitra Haiiaiu r said . — 

“My T^ord, I aocopt t lui suggestions made l>y tin* ll(>n’blo M?. Honald. 


Tbo Prksidknt said : — 

“ l)o('s t.b(' IIon’bl(‘ Monilior wish to withdraw liis mol ion y” 


T 1 h‘ II ondilf* Rai Maiikndra Chandra Mitra Rahaditr said : — 

Y('s, My Lord.” 

Tlio resolution vvas t!ion, by h'avi* of tln^ Ih*osid('nt. willidt*aun. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 18 . 

’riio Hon’bb' Mi{. II, l\. A. Irwin ihovihI the followin^L^ rosoluiion : — 

d’bis CouiHul roeominonds to the (iovornor in (Umiudl that t.h»‘ vSolumio for 
tin; 1 inprovmnon t of Roads in the Duars, wliifb was in 1 !) 1 »> ajiprovod by 
(Jovornmont after many conferimcc^s and iniledj in'^^otial ion, Im* sl tsadily 
(‘ontiniU'd unlil complf^tirin ; inst(;a<l of beinpc Htop|HMl or iniei'rn j>l rd after tin* 
expemditurt* of 20 lakhs, as has boon announcod by oflieers of ( i ovm'nnn'ni . 


He said : — 

“Your Kx(;elb‘noy m«ay perhaps b(; awan; that I re.pr(‘S(^nl the ’Fea Indus- 
try of Ih'n^l arnl it. is on behalf of tin' Planto 7 *s of the fertile (list riel t>f thr 
Duars tliat I now app(ud to 3 ou. 

I think it may m»t tx* amiss to ^ivc* a very brief review of the liislor^' of 
the Duars, whi(di is probalilj^ unknown to many members of I Ins (humeil, 
possibly even to ^hjur Excellency. 

Tin; district lies at the foot of tin* Himalayas, to the south of and 
contiguous to the Bhootan boundary and, though adjaemit to the mam Jim^ n| 
tln^ Eastern Bengal Railway to Darjeeling, is just off thr* beaten track and 
very few travelh;rs lo (he hills think of tln^ grr^at industry, which is making 
sueli rapid ])rogress close alongside their route. 

It is intersecttxl man^^ large rivi*rs, which drain tin* slop(‘s of the 

Himalayas and has a very heavy rainfall, amounting in some parts to well 
over 200 inches — consequently^ traffic is very much restriettui and congestnd 
for want of go(xl roaeJs and bridges. 

It has only of late years been incf^rporated in the Indian Empire, having 
l>€;en taken over from Bhootan in 1863. 

It measures approximately 100 miles east and west, ahmg thr* foot of 
Die hills, and 30 north and south from the Bhootan boundary. 

Less than 40 years ago it wa»> nothing but a howling waste of fr)reHt and 
jungle, the home of wild elephants and tigers, yielding no revrmuo and hardly 
supporting a single human being. 
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Resoluf ionr., 

Mr. H. T\. A. Irwin. 

To-day tliere are no loss than 130 Tea EBtates, conipriRing over 110,000 
acreK in cultivation, yielding approximately, 75.(K)0,000 lbs. of tea ; there are 
numerous Bazars and a railway with 153 miles of line open for traffic. 

It Is no exagg(‘ration to say that the district, the sole industry of which 
is t(',a, is the im^ans of supporting and giving sustenance to approximately a 
quarter of a million souls. 

The t(5a industry is the solo raison d'etre of the railway. 

I do not think I sliall b(^ eont radictcMl when I say that but for the t(‘a 
industry ol tln^ Duars, the liardinge Bridge, which ranks amongst the big 
bridges of \\\(i world, would not yid. have been constructed. 

Prior to t he war th(‘r(' were over 300 Europeans on the Tea Estates of 
the Duars Imt many have joined His Maiesty’s forces in some capacity or 
anot h(‘r and are assisting to win the terrible war whicdi still devastntt^s the 
world and s(nue have laid down tlndr lives nobly in the cause of liberty and 
right. 


I say without- f(\'ir of contradiction that tlu' Duars, which tlioiigh 
com])arai iv(dy small in ])oint of area, is, taking into consideration the capital 
and iiiterests involved, probabl}^ lln^ most important of tlu' country districts 
of Bengal to-day. 

It is impossible for me to say what the total reviniue contributtul dirc'ctly 
and indirectly to CJovcumment amounts to ; 1 fancy if I vver(‘ to hazard a 
gU(‘ss, I lon’bh^ Members might accuse ns' of exaggeration and I will, t heiadort'. 
conhm^ mys(‘lf t.o known facts — om^ figun‘. I can givi' definitely on the basis of 
40 per cent, of the crop from the district, which the Food (Jontrolho* n‘(]uirt‘s 
for th<^ United Kingdom, we g(^t the larg(‘ (pn^vious to tlie war I should hav<' 
said, hug(') sum of .£1 ,5()(),00() which tln^ produce of this small district 
contribut(*s directly, by way of duty alone, to the rt'vmiiu* of tln^ I In it ei I 
King<lom : this sum is certainly underestiniati*d, as tlnna^ is no doiil)!-, that 
much more than 40 per camt. of the crop does find its way t here', but t lu' 
hgun^ I giv(‘ is d(‘finit(* and cannot be contradicted. 

In otlnu' words, this om' item alom', contributed through tln' Duars, 
sufficH^s to run tln^ war for Great Britain for five or six hours ; if otlu'r pails 
ol th(^ Eni))irc‘ contributed in likt' proportion. 11 is Majesty’s Ministers would 
havt^ little difficulty in finding funds. 

I f(^ar 1 w('ary you, My Lord, and 1 apologize to the Council for inflicting 
mys(4f upon it twice in tlu^ same meeting, but the near approach of tfie 
Budget and the consequent risk of the matter being overlooked, makes it 
imperativ(> to the interests 1 r<q)resent, that 1 should trespass on your time 
and 1 crav(^ the patience of Your Excellency and the Gouncil, whilst 1 appeal 
for assistance in a matter so seriously affi^cting such an important district 
and community, in this Province. 

In s])ite of the importance of this district, which I think I may claim t<i 
have clearly (hnnonstrattHl, it is only within the last few years and after 
many conferences and much correspondence that the question of roads and 
the communications has seriously (K'cupied the attention of the authorities ! 
the only thoroughfares wore what could only be called jungle tracks ; roads, 
in the tiue sense of the word, did not exist. 

HoW(wer, in 1912, Your Excellency’s predecessor, Lord Carinichael, 
personally visited the Duars to see the state of affairs for himself. 

It was not the best season the year at which to form a correct opinion 
of the awful condition into which these kuicha tracks develop ! the climate 
and country of the Duars in the cold weather is almost perfect ! in the height 
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Mr. II. N. A. Irwin. 

of the raiiiK, it in — well — tin* n-vcM so ! iioin* but I hosi* who lutvc^ spcii it f<ir 
ilirniBolves can iinagino tho statt* kutcha roails into after weeks of 

heavy rain and heavy tralhc ! to transport ^oods, tlinui^h tln^ awful mud and 
hIusIi which prevail, i^ nothing loss than eru(>lty to man and Ix^asl ! and yet, 
for want of niotalled roads it has to he done. 

Be that as it may, His Exciellcney saw sutlieitnit to iinjvri'ss upon him 
tin* ahsolule m'cessity for taking immediat.i' steps to ameliorait* tlu' t'xislin^ 
slate* of ailairs, and lu^ ^ave instructions for a (H)nft'remu' to he held at 
dalpaiguri, at which a sidiome should h(> drawn up ior pi o[>t'rly I'onst ruc*ted, 
metal hul roads with u. network of feeder roads. 

This conference was duly Indd and presided over h> — 

IBm’hle Mr. Ik K. h^innimon*, St'cretary t(» the (ilovernment 
of B(*n^al, Buhlic Works 1 h^partinenl., and attend'Ml hy — 

Tlie (Jominissiomu*, lAajshahi Division ; 

The l)epuly CUnriinissiom'r, Jalpal^xuri ; 

The Sii[)(U'int<mdin^ Engineer, Nortlnuni ('irele ; 

ddi(* Ex(‘eutive Engineer, Jalpaiguri ; 

The Chairman, Duars IManters’ Association ; 

The Vi(a‘“(_'hairnian, Dist rict Boards ; and 

Maul vi Masharraf Hussain. 

After much deliln'rathm and discussion it was <leeid(‘d to i-ecoimnend 
two main roads, (*ast and W(;s(, and north and soutli throughout the 

huigth and hreadtli of the district, to b(' constructcHl hy ( io vernimuit, and 
feed(‘r loads, t.o Ih' c*onstru(.*ted hy tho district Board, with the aid oi gi’anls 
from Govm-nment, it hiung argiKMl that- without an elH(‘i('nt syst-f'in of fee»ler 
roads, the main trunk roads would hi* of little use. 

Idle Deputy ( himniissioner und(*rtook. in con jum'tion with l he Duars 

Association, to draw uj) a scheme for the l(‘edcr roails most- maa'ssary in 
(amnection with tlie newly proposed scdieima 

Eventually a scheme, for tlu^ two main roads, as previously staled, aggre- 
gating 11 1 miles, hv(* major feeder roads, aggr(*gating <S I miles, and six minor 
feeder roads, aggregating 12 miles, was submitted to Governnuml. 

Commenting on this at. the (huimtil Moisting of Itli ApiiJ, IlD.k the 

lloirble Mr. 1\ C. Lyon said : * An admirable sednune loi- llie purposi* has 

iieen drawn up liy the IcKtal oflict*rs in coiiimuniciition with the District Board 
and further said : ' VW* have ev(*>ry hop<; that with tin* eomhined resourci'S 

of thc^ Public Works D(*])art incut and tin* District Board it will prove 
possible to carry the whoh^ sednum* through (*ventually.’ 

The two scluunes, viz., the main roads to l)e- const ruc-l ed by the Public 
orks Department jind the lec^der roads hy tin; Distract Jhiard, wit h (in\a‘rn- 
niont assistance, W(*re estimated to c;ost 2 1 J lakhs earn! 10 lakhs, respectively. 

In forwarding these estimates to the Secretary, Duars Association, 
the Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaiguri, wrote on IJth Fi hruary HH l : 

‘ After full consideration of thfi proposals Gov(*rnment have dcM^ided to 
carry out as much of the programme* as possibli* hut it has not, heiin lound 
possible to allot t he whole amount required for carrying out the lull pro- 
gramme. It is probable that a sum of 20 lakhs will Im* louinl during the iif^xt 
four years for this purpose.’ 

In November, 1913. Govc^rnment by notification in tlie C(tlcult<i (lozettr, 
dated November 15tb, sanctioned the forirmtifin of n in‘w t<*mporary Ihiblic 
Works Division to he designated tho Duars Koad Division, with head- 
quarters at Jalpaiguri. 
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Uf^plying to tlu* Ilon’blt* Mr. Chaplin at the Council Mooting of 13th 
March, 1914, with niferonce to the eBtiinatc of 34j lakhs, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Finniinore stated that ‘ the scheino had been carefully considered by 
Coverninent’ and 'it is not possible during the next four ijears., io proxido 
more than 20 lakhs for thesc^ roads.’ 

Again, at th(‘ meeting of 3rd April, 1914, Sir William Duke said : — 
' The programme to be adopted by the Ihiblic Works Department will closely 
follow th(' programme ol local r(‘quirement — we may not be able to provide' 
all that is required, but (iovernmeii! expect to be able to provide the greater 
part in the nejci few years and the work will, 1 hope, proct^ed rapidly.’ 

d’o be l)rief. My Lord, the four yeary referred to by Government oHicers 
arc; now drawing to a close and the work has been steadily progressing in the 
meanwhile. 

Though, i)rin(;ipally owing to unloresec'u circumstances, such as en- 
han(;ed cost of tools, materials, etc., due to the war, as much work as was 
hoj)ed lor, has not Ixhui completcHl for the money spent, still we tender our 
grateful Uiaiiks to Governnumt for what has been doin', 

I think. My Lord, from tin' comments on tlu; scheme, by various respon- 
sible Governnuuir othccn-s. which 1 hav(' quot(;d, we were iustitied in inferring 
that Ciovernnient would continue* to carry out the full prograniine, after tin* 
20 lakhs, first allott(Ml, had bc^en sp(;nt and tlu* four years had elapsed. 

Now lately, howi;ver, we havf* learnt with great dismay, almost 1 may 
say, const(u*nat-ion. that tlu' work is to lx* closed down aliruptly, ('Ven if only 
tmnporarily, at tin* close of tin* currt'nt financial year and the lately formed 
Fublic Works Division with the staif, contractors, tools, machinery, etc., is to 
be disbanded and dispersixl. 

It is against this d(;cision. My Lord, I now beg most earnostly to appt'al. 

We do not expect under present war conditions, that the annual grants 
will be on the same scale as lu'retofon;, but we do earnestly trust that the 
woi'k will l)e steadily, if mon* slowly, continued, and t hat tin* whoh* schmar 
for improving the mi'ans of communication in this important district, will not 
l»e stult ified t.hn)ugh partially cfmstructed roads being left in a blind stat t; and 
not linkc'd up in out* (‘oncrete whole. 

In conclusion, My Lord, I respi'ctfully urge' that )>rovision may be nuuh' 
in the coming Hudget for tlu' steady continuance of this schenu' and if oriier^ 
have b(;en issuc'd for the dispersement of t he Public; Works Division, that 
they may bi* countt*rmanded before it is too late*, so that money may not he* 
wastc'd in having to colh'ct the component parts together again.” 

The Ilon’l)le Mr. Aminur Rahman said : — 

My Lord, when we are talking of the Duars Roads Improvement- Schenn . 
it may seem to some' tc^ be a matter of j)urely Icxjal interest, and J fear it will 
not rouse; much entliusiasm in the Hon’ble Members who are not directly 
int('restc*d in it. Rut when we realize that with it is bound up the future el 
the tea industry which is a \natter of Imperial concern and in which an 
enormous amount of British and Indian capital has been invested, whieli 
employs hundit'ds of thousands of men and directly or indirectly affects a 
large number of business concerns in this country and in England, we can 
justly claim to have raised a question which deserves the sympathetic atten- 
tion of Hon’l)le Members and officials in this House. We must gratefully 
acknowledge the help given by the Government in the shape of a grant of 
lakhs. That alone shows that the Government appreciated the magnitude 
and seriousness of the question. *The war has upset all our calculations and 
it would be the height of folly to embarass the Government by pressing f<>i 
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Mr, Cumming. 

'urther grants if at the sanie time we eouhl not provt‘ iM^yond (hniht that it 
^^ould be unwise to adopt a policy of retreehnnuit in this ilireetion. 


No one can foresee what fh(» contiition of th(' tea tiade will iM‘ during 
he continuance of th(‘ war and iininodiately after. vSo far we have hetui 
ible to tide over the extreme <iifficiilties throiiLrh the g.uierous sup}M)it 
)f the British Government who have male arrangennmts to hiiy Indian lea 
n India. But the cost of prohiction and transportation is an esstuitial 
factor in the con<lition of the trade. Bad coinnnini(‘at ion, t lu' want ol a 
hridgo wlier(> it is m'cessary, bad roads loading to tin* )*ailway stations, all 
tln*se mean greater expenditure on both pr<Hlnetion and transportation. 
A.lthough we liav(' just managed to escape a disastei* on a(‘eoiint of tln' 
steps Government have taken to buy tea, we still vi(‘W tin* future with great 
tnisgivings and alarm. T am (*(‘rtain Gov(‘rnm(*nt is not in a posit ion to make 
any i^redictions in our favour. AVc* have, then'foia*, to i‘xmt eviuy means to 
put oars(‘lves in such an advantageous position, so that in east* theit* is a 
sud(h‘n de]n*ession in tin' tratb‘ wi* can just managt' to livi*. We .are rditaatly 
making gi'oat sacrifice's ourselves in orden* to k('(‘p tin* tr.ade going, ddu' 
price of machinery and stores has increased to an unjireta^ltut ed extent. 

( )n a(H*ount of occasional deprc'ssions in tin* trade and bad state ol 
linanca' the condition of labour is far from satisfactory'. Tin' want ol a 
suflicimit quantity of rolling stc)c;k has inadi' our i>ositi(»n insi'Cine. In such 
circuinst.anc("s, I am suia' we can justly dtunand that the (iovt rnmeni should 
make some sacrifice to give* us some relied’ in our distress^'d condition, 
bor t he Goveruirnmt also it w'ould be a wise*?* policy to (*onl inne tin* work. 
Mr. Trav(*rs, tin* (diairman of the Duars PIant(>rs’ Association — a man whost* 
pati'iotism and high semse* of public duty has been a soureu* ol strength and 
insjiiration to us all during these trying times — said only the ol hei day in 
his address to the Ibiars l^lanters : *G(*nth‘nnm, your G>nimilt-('e and your 
members’ — ] am (ploting.Mr. Travers — ‘ your (^>mmittee and your nn*mb('rs 
are supremely grat(‘ful to Gov(u’nment for what it has alr(‘.a<ly done |or our 
roads. Had tln^ grant s not b(*en fortluMuning. tin* industry must have^t(HKl 
still instead of advancing as it has dom*. But we wotdd respect fully dra w 
tlu' atti'iition (d’ riovernment to the fact that important, roads bearing a large 
and in(.*r(*asing traffic arc* still mtu'e Jcutcha tracks. Wh< do not ask’ — says 
Mr. Travers — ‘ wc* do not ask nn<U*r tin? pros(*nt war conditions )r)r a 
continuance (.)f tln^ grants at the rate at which they have been allotted iu 
ia*cent years. But vve do apperil for a (;ontinuanc<* r»f the Puars Itoad 
Division with smalhu* grants to steadily ]>roc(*i^d with iinpro\'ement . I lie 
Division is in working order now. Let it onee he (dosed and tin* staff, 
(jontractors, tools and organization be disHemiiiatiid and ordy at very large 
ex})tmse can n*organization t.akt; place.’ Tin* o]>inion of smli a liigli 
authority on this subject deserves thci reH|^*ctful (Muisiderat ion of every 
lioti’ble Member of tliis House. If it is the intention of the fh)\u*?*ijm(‘iit to 
carry on and complete the work of imf)rovdng the Duars loads, and I 
helieve they havc^ given an undertaking to this efTeet. then tlu'V would be 
'vell-ad vised to priced with the work howev((r slowly, and gradually l)udd 
aj) a system of roads that will help the planters as well af> tlu* (bou'rnmeii t. 
And I say this advisedly. The Duars roads have a military significance 
^ on cannot igii(^re the possibilities ")f a good system of eommunicatiou lu 
your frontiers. I should urge the Government to aeeopf this resolution. 

Tiie Hon ’hie Mr. Gumming said ; — 

Sir, I regret that it is not possible for Gov(u-ninont to accept tht^ 
bw'Holution in its present form, but I trust that aft(*r the stat(‘m(‘nt which I 
Jaopose to place before the Council, regarding the attiimh* of Govern mint in 
Du' matter of the four years’ programme which the Hon ’hie Mover has 
‘sketched, Hon’ble Members may see that this cmiclusion has considerahle 
justification. 
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Mr. Cttmming. 

Thu Hon’hlu Mr. Irwin has g-iven uy an interoKting account of the 
WcHtcrn Duars, itR development within recent years and its contribution 
towards tln^ funds of tlie British Empire. It is true that Government have a 
great interest in tlieir property in the Western Duars which came under their 
control about half a century ago and that the annual production of tea in this 
area is twice the total of the Darjeeling district. It is also true that 20 
years ago there was not a single metalled road in the whole district, and that 
the whole country-side is devoid of old established communications and is, 
monM>ver, sul)ject to hjcavy rainfall. Nevertheless, any amelioration of the 
communications in the Duars must have refeiauica^ to the finances of the whole 
Province. 


At tin; outset, I d(3sir(*. to point out that tlu^ sum of 20 lakhs for tlu' 
improvemiuit of tli<‘ Duars roads was fixed for ))urely financial r(\asons. A 
four y(3ars’ programnu^ at an eKtimat(‘ of ovm- 2 ci'ores of rupees was initiated 
in 19B‘b for tfie purpose of bringing uj) to the proper standard t he equipment 
of the. whole Provinci', principally in buildings and communications. Llndm* 
the sub-head of roads, (hunands for all the districts weri' tabula! ( h 1 and tin* 
total dcunand for (u>mmuni<‘ations in th(‘ vvhoh^ Province canu^ to 48 lakhs. In 
vi(‘W of th(‘ total amount of momw which at that time, before the outbreak of 
war, it was contem[)latecl it would be possible^ to allocate to the whole* provin- 
(jial sch(‘me, it was de^cided that 28 lakhs might lx* made available to nuau 
the dcunand of 43 lakhs for roads throughout the whole Provinces for a ])eno<l 
of four years. Now, tlu' sharia of tin* Public Works i)ortion of tin* Duars lload 
Seduum^ in that total of 28 lakhs was only 151 lakhs. J should (‘X])lain at this 
stage what tin; Duars Road Schemt* was. As ex])laiin‘d by tin* llon’bh' Move r, 
Lord (Jariuichacd, in NovemlHO* 19)2, in r(;ply to the addia^sses j)rest‘ut.ed at 
dalpaiguri, a<l vised the District. Board and t ht* Planting Oommunity to draw uj) 
a scln^nn' for tdn* improvement of (rommuinh'ation by road within the district 
as a vvhoh;. After much discussion with the local ofiie(*rs and tin* rej)rt‘S(;nta- 
tives of the Distriid. Bojird and the Duars Planl(U-s’ Association, two eom]u*t‘“ 
ln;nsiv(; seluuin^s wen* drawn up for tln^ iinproV(‘m(‘nt of roads in t he Duars, 
(uu* known as t he 19 road selnum; to which tln^ Hon’bh* ]\h‘mbtu* has ref(‘i*r(‘d 
at a (jost of 24^ lakhs for roads which W(;re to be construct(*d and im])rove<l 
by the Public Works Depart m<3nt and a sej)arat(; one of J()^ lakhs towards tie* 
programme of work to lx* (aarriinl out by tin; Distiict l>oard. ddie Districi 
Board at one time contemplated l)orrowing 4 lakhs and it was pia^posed that 
Govt;rnnu*nt should give a contribution t-o t he District Jh)ard of 6 lakhs ; ami 
so if this sum be included the total out lay of ])ublic funds which was propost d 
Would hav(‘ btH>n in'arly 31 lakhs of rupt^es. Towards tin* (*nd of 1913 the 
Government eonsid(;nHl that no mort^ than the 1 5 J lakhs to which 1 have 
alri^ady alluded could be s})ared for the Duars Road Scheme. Later, h(nvt‘ver, 
as tin* resoui c<'s of the Board had lM;en increased by the surrender of i Im* 
Public* Works (/css, ( Jovernment, in rlanuary 1914, decided, inst^i'ad of givinir 
a grant tt) tlm District Board, to carry out as much cf tln^ Public Work?' 
Department programnu* as was possible from |»rovincial funds ; and it \v:m 
thought prol)abU* at that time that a sum of 20 lakhs could be found in thf 
next 4 y(\ars from 1914 to 1918 for the scheme. That is the origin of the sum 
was 20 lakhs to which tin* llon’ble Mover has reb'rred. It was further decided 
that some parts of the programme should either be eliminated or postponed 
until aftt*]* 1917-18 when it might bo possible to find funds for the extra 
work. The Public Works scheme of road improvement at a cost of 24 J laKlm 
had l)et*n cut down to one of U)|: lakhs ; but the additional lakhs re])rt‘' 
sentingthe difference between that sum and the 20 lakhs were given to i 
Public Works Department scheme instead of to the District Board scheme. 


This decision to contribute 20 lakhs in four years was made before the 
outbreak of war ; ’^and Government would have been perfectly justified on 
the outbreak of war in reconsidering the decision. Indeed, the Jalpa'gi^^’* 
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District have been extremely fortunate that, not wit list amli n^^ the oiithn^ak 
of the war, se much has heoii sponL in this pari of the l*ro\ iiiet* For c-arryin^ 
out a programme vvhieli was contemplated before the war ; for in so many 
other directions, rublic Works expenditure ei»nt einjdat ml lilt' w.'ir 

has been ruthlessly cut down, 'bhe llon’blo Mr. Amiiuir Ualiiii.iii has ^ivt ii 
uderance to this. The I’lantiiifr (lonnnunity have iiol been iiinniinli'nl of 
the fact. In December 191 7 the Diiars Dlantt'rs’ Assoeialion said lhal they 

were most, grateful for till' irenerons frrant of 20 lakhs which had l.et'n ami 

was being made towards the improveim'Ut of eommiimeat ions, ami they 
recognized that (lovernment in a very iHtliciilt, linaneial periotl hail done very 
much for the Duars. 


d’ho attitude of fb'vernment in this matter has been made clear toihe 

(louncil by Mr. Lyon in 191.3 and by m\ predt'ci-ssor in a speech made 
before this Council in the month of April 191t). In 191.1, Mr. Lyon inmle 
the remarks which tlie llon’ble Mr. Irwin has alre.ady tiuoied : ‘that (iovern- 
mont had every hope that witli the eombined n'soiirees ol the 1‘nhlie W orks 
Depart.ment and t lie District Hoard it would hti jiossihle to cany out the 
whole scheme eventually.’ Mr. Heatson Dell, in 1916. stated that the pro. 
(rramme for the construction of 19 rmds was one wlneli (lovernment always 
lioped to carry out ; that tin- ro.ads which had heon eonstrncted at tlial t ime were 
costing much more than was conteinpbitt'd ; and that, although ( he i.r.«ramnie 
for the 19 roads had been formulated, it had lu'ver heen inomised that these 
19 ro.ads should be constructed regardless of cost. '1 lit' view ol tlie 
Financial Department has bet'U that, when the four yi-ars programme had 
heen finished, tiuu-e would be auot ht'r stock-taking ; but I hat 1 )eparl im iit 
eouM not guarantee to finance the works which might then remain to he 
completed. 


Now, towards the end of 1917, the Duars Assmeiat mn j-ressn hot h the 
local otticfU’S and (lovcrniiumt for tho comidotion of flic wliolo ol ihr oii^iii.il 
scheme. Dnt it was decided last year th.at for financial r.'asons o'vernn.ent 
eonld not commit themselves to an expemlitiire heyoml '‘’'Y": '; 

accordance with this decision, eonstrnetion wall now eont mile till Mai eh 1. \ J , 
it is not the case that eonstrnetion will simply eonlinne till the em ol he 
enrrent financial year, as tho ilon’hle Member apiarently nmlers amis ; In 
in view of the disabilities affecting tin- finances of Ihis 1 rovim e, it is a . 

present possible to say what amount of money I'*’ f'’’' r . 

censtruction during 1919 and the following years. In .Jannary l.Us t 
Association represented that the work sh.iu Id he coni ii.ned as soine ol t • 
important connected links are still awaiting. The Lovernment 1. 

fach that even hy 1919 the original scheme will still he iph b . A 

regards the roads in the Public Works progr.amm.« ' pYiViii'ims 

have now b.'o.i i>ractically completed ,n four out, of the five ^ f 

into which the Duars. from the point of view of t.'a imlustry, 

F.ir the future, there remain tho completion of the interior -'/‘Y in ■- 1 

the fifth sub-district and the construction ol trunk lines of comimiiii. .itn.n 

with tlie district headquarters. 


On one point, however, I am able to reassure the llon’ble /hal 

the Duars Planters’ Association that any misgiving winch r;V,,,,i.,tioii. 

l eads already constructed will not be maintainc , i,(j 

The roads already constructed will certainly be maintained ” ■ ru - 

however, that the real apprehension of the Association is ^ Y, ' ,1 
tion DiviHion which is already in exintciice fot m b< slow 

disbanded ; and tlie wish is expressed ‘''■'‘Y ^ ‘t'l , emisl rin tion of 

and small the organization which has been constituteil bjr t i ' .h.iuiite 

>eads should not be abandoned. On this point I regret I can give no defimt.. 


assurance. 
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Mr, Jrimii: Bahit Alchil Chandra Datta ; Bahu Kiskori Mohan Chuadhuri ; 

Baku Bhahendra Chandra Bay. 

In view of the Htatement which I have made and of the fact that the 
anionnt of money which can he further allotted to this scheme must he 
considered with reference to the claims of the province as a whole, 1 trust 
that th(^ llon’hle Meinher will see his way to withdraw this resolution. As it 
is, the Puhlic* Works projt^ct has received lakhs more than what was 
originally contemplated, and the whole of the 20 lakhs is being dehittul to 
Hevcuuio and not included in the Loans Budget. 

Tli(‘. llon’hle Mn. Ikwin said : — 

My Lord, as I understand from the Hon’hle Mr. Cumming that tlu^ work 
will h(‘ continued t ill March 1011), 1 hog leave to withdraw this resolution. 
I would hring i h(‘ niattm- up <again a ytnir hence if necessary. ” 

The motion was them, hy leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 19. 

The llon’hh^ Baiui Akitii. (Jhandka Datta moved the following resolution : — 

This Council rc'commends to t-hi^ Governor in (huincil that all persons 
who have he^m interned, or who may hereafter he intermul, under the optu-a- 
tion of th(‘ l)ef(‘nc(‘ of India (Criminal Law Anuuidmenl) Act, 1015, he 
domiciled in j)laees fret* from malaria and insanitary condititns. 


He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, the grievance's of those who have heen interned are well 
known and on the pn^st'iit oc(‘asion it will not serve any useful pur})ose to 
r('])('at the old story. I wish only to say this that whatever may have la'Cii 
the cirtmmstaiK^es which havt' h‘d to th(‘ inttumment of thest* young meti ami 
(juite apart from tin' question whether they havt^ heen rightly or wrongly 
interned, t hey are certainly entitled to such tn^atment as political i)rison(‘rs 
all over the civiliztMi world n^ceivi*. With tlu'sc* few words 1 commend the 
r(?solut-ioii to the acceptanci' of Your Lordship’s Council.” 

Th{‘ Hond)](' Bauu Kisiioiu Mohan (hiAunnuKi said : — 

“ My Lord, 1 support tlio motion. It is but fair that when a person is 
taken charge o{ attention should he given to his sanitary needs. Wt; have no 
ohj(M*tion to a person being watched over and detained in cusifnly hut his 
sanitary need should not he ignored in any way, as we see that the worst 
criminals in the jails are given proper attention hy the Civil Surgeon. 1 
think that as the n^quest is a very fair one it will be accepted hy the Council.” 

The llon’hle Baku Bhabendra Chandra Ray said : — 

” My Lord, it would he a great pity if the present resolution has to on- 
counter official opposition. Time and again, we have sought to hring to the 
notice of Government the deplorable state in which a very largo proportion of 
the detemis in Bengal are believed to live their life of exile. 1 am not aware 
that in our attempts in this direction we have sometimes made ourselves 
(xlious to Government and provoked the anger of mighty officials. 1 hope it 
will not he cemtended on behalf of Government in reply to this Resolution that 
there are no known instances in which ditenus have suffered from malaria 
or from other diseases due to the general insanitary condition of particular 
localities. Wt» know as a fact that a very large number have been domicile<l 
in desolate or unhealthy surroundings, and that they have heen petitioning 
the authorities for being remove<l to better places. Some time hack I asked 
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for information relating to the complaints mado hy ditenus on such grounds 
and was told in reply that the olHcers were too l)usy to hoi hcr t hmnstvl v(^s 
witli compilation of tlie information asked for. 1 havt‘ every respt t i for oni 
officials, but I positively refuse to allow them to l»e tln^ judgi' of tht' utilitv or 
importance of any information soiighl by non-official ininiilxn-s. TlsMigli 
my question was not considered intportant enough f^)r a rt‘j)ly, an aMmnpt 
was made on a later occasion to cut the ground away from under onr fet't , 
by reading out extracts from a letter purporting to show how griovanees 
wore carefully manufactured by somi‘ peof)l{e 'Jdit* vtoy fac^t llial it c-anie 
into the hands of some responsihh^ officm*s was thought suffieh iit todispimse 
with th(^ iK^cessity of proving the genuineness of tin' K'tti'r. Ihil 1 tliink. 
(On'ii if the letter bo g(3nuim?, it can at best r(*]>rt5sent I In* eager solieinnl.', 
perhaps of a friend whos(3 grief has got thi3 bet-tt'r of liis wits, to help an 
unfortunate internee with what he conside:rs to bt*, vt'ry c‘le\'«‘)- snggt'Stions 
for making his lot h?ss hard to bc^ar. Much capital was songlit to be made of 
this lottfu*, though it cannot in any ('Vt‘nt establish that most of t in' ctimplainls 
are fabricated. 

‘‘My L(3rd, an individual intc'riUM* may Ik; a r(;vn)lntlonary of tin* darkest 
hue ; btit it is one of tdio noblest t raditions of Ib'itish justici' to accord humain* 
t?*(;atment evi*n to a convicted assassin. It is ('iiough that yon havi* deprived 
s(‘veral hundreds of our follovv-su bj(>ct8 of their hberty without trial by 
any (;ourt of law. It is (Uioiigh that you liavi* not tak<m t in' jniblie into yoiii 
confidence in tin; matter. It is (mough that you havi* not jK'rmit t cd us to 
form into visiting committ(;es and satisfy ourscdvnvs as to how t ln*y art' bt ing 
treated. lUit if Government exju'ct th('])(M)ple to take everything on trust, 

I am afraid they arc making an ovn'i-draft on tdi(‘ ]>ublic contidiunje. 

- My Lord, the authors of Ibmgal Ut'.gulation 111 of ISIS, in their largi*- 
heart.ednt'BS wore anxious to ensure; tin* health and end'll iire-eomforts of tin' 
political ])risoners, and made firovision for pt'.riodieal i-e|)orts regarding t.hesi* 
matters. But the Defence of India Act, and tin* l ules frame I t In'ia'umh'r. 
ari; remarkable for the absema; of any such humane jn-ovisions. If onr 
j ua'seii t-day legislators hav(; faih'd to act up t.o tin' nobh* standard of their 
I)r('dec(3S8ors, oven in the matter of rc'pn'ssi vn* l(‘gisIatioji, may it not Ik' 
expected that those* rosfionsible for administ<;ring lln^ Ial('r laws will supply 
the omission? The answer to this will dep(‘nd upon the fate ol tin* ])r(;s('nt- 
n'solution.” 

Th(3 Ilon’blo SiK Henky Wheelek said : — 

Sir, my attitude towards this resolution is not intluen(;ed by any dis- 
agrt'ement with the object which tin; IJon’bJc Mover has in vit'VV or by any 
want of sympatliy with his aim. My criticisms ar(' rath(*r in res[)e(3t of its 
wording, the acceptance of which might appear to <iomniit Government to 
action which, practicall3% may not always be possible. It is unfortunately 
tin* case that malaria pnivails in many parts of this Presidfuicy ; it is un- 
fortunately the cas(; that the majority of villages in this rr(;sid(in<‘y woubl 
s(;arcely answer the requirtmients of a strict sanitarian. In arranging for the 
residtmee of those detained we can only take tin' province as wi; find it. It. 
ts perfectly impossible, for instance, to guarantee, that tin; detenus during 
the period of their detention shall bo imrnurK; Iroin tin; risk ol malaria. 
An ot)vioU8 contingency is that they might have be(3n infected (*v(‘n before 
t heir detention. Nor is it practicable to guarantee that they shall h*ve under 
sanitary conditions differing from those pnjvailiiig in the province as a whole, 
or from those in which they wer(3 living previous to their (Ictcail ion. Within 
these limitations, Government has not tin; slighest desire that iIh‘H(‘ men 
should live in malarious localities or in insanitary conditions. Iheir wish 
ts directly to the contrary. The hoalthiuess of the localities in which the.rte 
people are to be detained is one of tko conditions to b(3 borne in mind when 
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those villages are originally chosen, and, therefore, with the object of the 
Uesolution we have no disagreofnent. If the Hon’^ble Member agrees to 
roeoinmeiid that ^endeavour he made as Jar as possible to domicile all persons 
who have been interned or who may hereafter be interned under the opera- 
tion of th(‘ l)(denco of India ((h*iniinal Law Amendment) Act, 1915, in places 
frec^ from malaria and insanitar}’' conditions,’ 1 liavc not the slightest objec- 
tion to accepting the Ih'solutiom It merely represents what we are already 
doing and what we are anxious to continue doing.” 

Hon’bh' Baiuj Akuil Chandra Datta said : — 

“My I jord, 1 ac.ce])t suggestion made by tlio Hon’bh' Sir Henry 

Wh(‘c4er, and beg to mov(‘ the resolution in the following amended form, 
namely : — 

^ This ( !oun(ul recommends to the Governor in (yV^uncil that endi^avour 
b(‘ ma(l(‘, as far as ])ossibl(‘, to doniicilt* all ])ersons who have biani interned, 
or who may^ Inuu^aftie- be int(‘riu‘d, under thi^ operation of t ht' Defcnuu* of 
India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act, 1915, in places free from malaria and 
insanitary condit ions.’ ” 

Th(^ motion was put in tin*, amended form and agrcK'd to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS--ITEM No. 20. 

Th(^ llon’bh^ Baiui Akhil (hiANDUA Datta inovc'd the following Besolution : — 

ddiis (.-ouncil recommends to th<‘ Gov(‘rnor in Council that t lie amonnl 
of Its. 489-1 3-, ‘b being th(‘ costs incurnul by ( lOvcMTiiiH'nt in th(‘ didtuice of tin* 
snil. l)rought by Babu Lalit (diandra Dass against Mr. Burton, SipHo inttai- 
dent of Bolicc*, in the Munsif’s Court at Balurghat, be rocov(3red from tlu‘. said 
Mr. Burton. 

11(3 said : — 

‘‘My Lord the facts of this case aro well known. 

‘ Far from Jupiter, far from thunder,’ is an old saying the trutli and 
wisdom of which none will dispute. Babu Lalit Chandra Das ap)parently 
foT'got t his and had the t(Mm‘rity to take sid-tlemcnt of a plot of land adjoiniii/^ 
tiu' compound of a police-station in the district of Dinajpur. He put up a 
barb(‘d-wir(' fence separating his plot from the thana to protect his crops from 
the (tattle and horses of the thana officers. Six months after Mr. Burton 
chanced one night to cross the land on an elephant, forced open his passagt', 
and th(3 next morning ordered his policemen to destory the entire fence which 
tliey did on the all(‘gation that the public had a right-of-way ovi^r the land. 
Lalit Bal)U, of course, c(mld not fight the Superintendent and being helpless 
sent a wire to the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner, bui 
without any ri'sponso. They have hardly anj’ control now-a-days over tle‘ 
police. His only cause was to seek redr(‘ss in a law Court. But where is the 
^Magistrates in this country who would give him relief as against a Superin- 
tendent of Police ? He, therefore, brought a suit for damages in the Civil 
Court against ]\Ir. Burton. Justice was, however, vindicated in the Court of 
tlu' Munsiff who found that the action of Mr. Burton was most unjustifiable 
and decteed the suit. Mr. Burton appealed. Mr. Garlic, District Judge, held 
that Mr. Burton had no right to break a passage through the fence and con- 
firnu'd the decree of the ^lunsiff. 

The suit was contested by Mr. Burton. But who financed him? Wc 
are teJd that in the lower Court the Government Pleader conducted th(‘ 
defence at the cost of the Government and that the cost incurred by 
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Government in the defence of the Huit has amounted to Kh. 189-13-3 'I'lie 
amount is undoubtedly a very very paltry one, hut the qm.st ion is why 
should, as a matter oC principle, the rate-payers he made lo hear this 
burden ? 

The public or the Police may or may not hav(^ had a rifflit-of-way over 
the land, but quite apart from this question, could Mr. Ihirten fon*ii»‘lv n- 
open the passage which had adniitu^dly h<Mm ohstruetiHl six nmnllis Indore 
and which had remained closcnl for six months? Could lu' tak«‘ advanlap^ 
of his position as Superintendent of Police and to mnploy an t‘h‘i>hant, ami the 
policemen to force open th(' passage? Could he, in any cas(‘, desirov tin* 
(Uiiire fencu‘ in view of the fact that the land undisputedly In^lonpnl | o* Lrdit 
Pabu?^ I)iv(‘8ted of his official ])osition, wouhl he and could In* hav(' donr s(» 
as against a pow(‘rful neighbour able to fight Mr. Purl on and to mainl ain 
his rights and if hc^ had dom? so, would it not h(‘ said that he liad lakt ii the 
law into his own hands? If, instead of Mr. Purton, anotlnn* neighbour of Lalil 
Pahu liad committed such zuhxxr (list ism, and if Lalit Pahu Jjad complained to 
Mr. Purton, would not this very Mr. Purton send him up as tlj(‘ h'ader of a 

riot? If it was an oifenca* on tlu^ part of a private citizen, how mmdi inort^ so 
is it for OIK' in a responsihh' position whose duty is to ])rot('(‘t j)eopl(' from 
oppiO'SsivKi iKiighhours ? The law-k<M*p<n* should not i>e tin' la vv-hrt‘ak«'r. Tln re 
was no manner of justification. My liOrd, for wliat was done by M j\ Pnrlom 
It was a gross abuse of his power as Supt'rintemh'ut of Polica*. 

The suhseqmmt conduct of Mr. Purton mad(' his (\asi' sfill woi-se. Lai It 
Palm’s broth(>r Satis Pahu was a Suh-Inspt'ctor of Police umhn' M r. Purton. 
After the institution of the damage suit, Mr Purton had tin' graeionsness to 
jjuspi'nd Satish and ther(uift(*r rtqiorl-ed him for his dismissal althougli in tin* 
[meantime In* had hetm transferred to sonn' othm* district and had, thereff)re, 
:io jurisdiction over Satish.” 


The Hon’blo Sir Henky Wiiekeek said : — 

“Sir, 1 rise to a point of order. Tin' qm'stion of tin* suHpf*nslon of /i 
mb-inspoctor is ('ntirely irrelevant to tin* Huhj(*(‘l, of the resolution. As a 
natter of fact a question on the i)oint has Ixmii ])Ut to-day, and an answer has 
)een given that the substupicnt suspension of tin' Huh-insp('(‘tor ha<i no 
-onnection with this matter.” 

The President said : — 

“I do not quite understand tlu' reh'vancy of the* ilon’hh* Member’s 
irgument. If, as Sir Henry Wheeler has stated, an answer has been given 
-o the effect that the two cases are not connected it is obvious that, t he 
lloirhlci Member’s argument is not relevant.” 


i'he Hon’hle Paiuj Akhil Chandra Datta continuing said : — 

“ I how to Your ^Excellency’s decision. I pass oV('r this passage accrord- 
ng to Your Excellency’s ruling. Mr. Purton, according to th(‘ law of tin* lanri, 
•onimitted an offence against the public and under the, law and j)ra(Uice of 
his country Ik' ought to have been prosf'cuted at the cost of the (L)V(^rnmenl , 
ind the Government pleader should hav(' been engagcxl to conducl the 
)rosecution. At all events the Government should not have* conducl (d the 
lefenco at their cost. This view it appears has boon latterly accepts? J by 
he Government, for as soon as it was found by the Munsiff that Mr. Jhirtoii’s 
nation was not justifiable, the Government refused to finance thr* litigation 
ind asked him to defend himself as best as he could in the Appellate Court. 
That being the position accepted by the Government it follows as a matter of 
-ourse that thft cost incurred in the Lower Court should be recovered from 
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him. Why nhould tho people pay tlio penalty for his indiscretion and 
rashness. It is not a question, My Lord, of amount, but a question of 
principle — a question of the right of the j)eople — a question as to the relation 
between tho public and tho public servants.” 

The llon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

“ Sir, I would first of all invitee the atbmtion of the Council to the facM 
that w(^ are b(‘ing inviKul by this resolution to gt) back upon action takmi by 
our })red(*ct‘Hsors, and I may say at once that we should be very unwilling to 
do so unless it can b(‘ shown that our predecessors wore entirc‘ly misled in 
their a])preciation of the cas(' and that the conduct of Mr. Burton, who is th(‘ 
olliccn* involv(^d. had been of a (character far otherwise than that which they 
had und('rstood it. to be. ('ontrary to the inf(‘ronco which miglit drawn 
from this sudden recrudesc^ence of qu(‘Stions and tlu' present resolution, tlu' 
inci(l(‘nt in issu(‘ occurr(‘.d on the j7th Fc'brnary, 1915. 'Llie Munsiff’s 
judgment was chdivered on the 29th dannary, 1917 (and it is only tin; costs in 
the Lower (^)iirt with whk*h we are concerned), while that of the District 
.liidge was given on th(‘ 17th Decunnber, 1917. Our rules do not (‘ontem|)lat“ 
t.ln; snbsi'qmmt r(‘COV(‘ry from an otficer of the cost- of litigation which Covern- 
nnmt. has oncv‘ agrcMnl to nu;(d-, and such a course; would only bf‘ justified 
in a very e\(;('pt ional cas(‘ of tin' kind which I hav(> indi(;at-ed. ddie (jiiestion 
of t-lu' in(;id(‘ii(;(' of tin; cost of tlie ])roet;(‘dings Ixdore the Mnnsilf was decideil 
in 191.5, in the time of Lord Carmichaers Covernment, and after taking legal 
o])inion. 


ddie judgm(;nt of t.ln' Appellate'. (Jourt in this case is already in t he 
hands of I In; llon’ble Mc'iubers anel the' fa(‘.ts of the mat ter are;, t-ln'refore', 
known to t.h(;m. I will, thendorc', only emphasize a few aspe;ct.s of the cast* 
very briefly. 

' Mr. Burt-on had boon 8n))erintendenl of Police', Dinajpur, from 
Fe'bruary 191H to November 1915. He; had four time's ins[>ected tin; 
Porsha thana and had om*o spent- (diristmas there. He was. therc'fort', 
well acepiaint-ed with tin; lcx;ality. The; dispute which led to the' 
litigation was as to t he; existe'inn; of a right.-of-way over (;e;rtain land adjac'eml 
te) t he thana and affording acC(;ss to it. It was not a n(;w disput e'. The tract 
is alle'genl'to have' be'on obstructe'el in 1915 wlien the obstrnct-ieni was removc'd 
by t he; office;!* in charge of the thana. The fence was said to have bee'ii re- 
(‘re;cte;d in Se'pt-ember 1914, the police again taking exception to this ])ro- 
ce'e'ding, and on arriving at t he; thana aft e'r dark on the 17th February, 1915, 
Mr. Burte)!! fecund the' t'le])hant on which he was riding obstructed by this 
fence'. His (‘ase was that he; gave instructions for a passage-way to be re- 
o])e'ne'd next morning, and that this was done. The extent to which the fence' 
was actually destroye'd anel the; manner of its destruction, were in dispute'. 
On the basis of the' action sei taken the; owiu'r of the lanel (Babu Lalit Chan- 
dra Das) sue*el Mr. Burton for damages which were awarded by tho Munsiff to 
the' exte'ut e)f Ks. 45. On appeal this oreler was upheld.’ 

The' main issue with which wo arc concerned is whether Mr. Burte)n 
was acting bond jule in the assertion of what ho reasonably believed to be' a 
])ublic right in which the means of access to one of his than as was invrjvceb 
and in which, therefore, he, as head of the district police, was legitimately 
int(;resteHl. It is only fair to him to mention that his information w^as that 
the real owm;r of the land was one of his own sub-inspectors, and tho Icarnoel 
Judge fe)und that * i here are certainly grounds for suspecting’ that this wa^ 
the case, though he held that there was no evidence beyond certain suspicious 
circumstances. He accordingly gave the point against Mr. Burton. However, 
such a suspicion would not unreasonably have intensified Mr, Burton’s wish 
that the public should not be sufferers by the closure of the right-of-way. 
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As to the existence of a road over tliis land tlie Aj)pt lla!,e (’ourf n>(‘ordt*d 
a clear opinion that the Munsilf was wron^ in doul)tm;T whetlier any ])ath 
ever existed. It was further liold that Mr. Burton took that route On tln^ 
I7th February because he had been that way beb)re. aiul after obstM vinir | hat 
'the learned Munsiff has believed tlie |)laintitt"s witnessi‘s and dislnlitvial idn‘ 
defence witnesses on all points on vtM\v insuHicient grounds in my opmlmi/ 
the learned .lud^e remarked : ‘ I have no h^^stitation in aeet^ptintr tlie dtdene»‘ 
evidence that a cart track across t he plaintiif’s land did ( xist and was in 
constant use up to September 1914.’ 

Therefore wo„liave it that a path oxisttul and I Ijat Mr. Burton kmov of 
its existence. Mr. lUirton, as Sii]>tM*intendt‘nt of Policis ^vas (‘iititli'd in look 
to tlio interests of his thanas and of the public in resorting t(^ < hmn, especially 
if he suspected that the action of om' of his subonlinates had iMidangei-eil 
tln^se int(u*ests, and I can see no reason to doubt that on this ground In* l(K)k 
a step in gooil faith which he thought was justihed. Ib^ has b»M‘n east m 
damages b(‘cause 20 y(^ars’ us(‘r of tlu^ path was not jiroved in Coiiri. Il is 
only right, however, to point out that the Appcdlal Court noteil llial it 
thought : ‘ that it is highly {)robabU‘ that it. (th(> j)ath) has b<‘en in e\islt'nc«‘ 
so long,’ and it ap|)rtdien(hHl l.hat t.h<‘ ovviun* of an (^astuiumt, had t he right, to 
abate a wrongful obstruction of it if In^ was ])rej)ar('d to ])n>vi‘ that tin* 
(‘as(unent exist(‘(l. 

Finally, as to the alleged <lamagos doius th(‘ learmnl dudg' linds that 
the amount was undoiibtcMlIy exaggerat <*d in ordm* to (h‘feat th(']>Iea of iusliti- 
cation. He uplndd tlm Munsitr’s (estimate of Ks. 15 as possibly not t(u> large, 
hut li(* added : ‘ though if tin* feuec‘ had h(‘en r(‘“er(‘et.(‘d at on(‘e tluMlelendaut s 
estimate of Us. 5 would prohahly have Ixmui neaia^r tliemark.’ 

What it comes to, thercdoia^ is that an oflic(‘r of (1 ovcumnimit t,ook 
action to assert a right-of-way in wliicdi In^ was inteia'st (‘d, not personally, 
hut hy roas(jn of his j)osition as a Covc'rnment, servant ; it is (juestionahle 
wh(‘tli(‘r in so doing he did any scu’ious damage's, and he was undoubtedly 
endc'a vouring to ]-eo|!cn a path which had existesl. lb‘ failiMl in I In' suit 
lu'cause he eoultl not prove the* existemec* of tln^ path for 20 yi'ars <h‘sj>ile (lie 
high i)robabiIity of this being correed,. In .all tlu'se circumstances I submit 
that our predecessors were justilied in considering that Mr. Burton’s (‘ondiiet 
Iiad been hand fide and in promising t.o inef't tin' (!ost of tlif' l esulting litigation. 
From that decision W(' think it would in) impro])er to resile, and 1 (lannot, 
therefore, commend the resolution to t he Council.” 


The Ilon’blc Baiuj Akiiil (hiANDKA Datta said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, it is said that the Superintendcuit of Uolici' was justitied by 
a hand fide holief that there was .a right-of-way over tin* land. In answer, 1 
have got to Hay this : that th(^ question of bond fidcs c.annot arise in view^ of 
fhe fact that Iho entire fence, according to the finding of tlie District Judge, 
destroyed and which, according to the District dudg(‘, was not h?ss than 
'Jt Joet in length. There might liave been a way, but it does not follow that 
tin* owner could not put a fence over liis land, ddie utmost that the Sujx rin' 
^^■adent could do, if he had a hand fide right-of-way, he could only lorc«* f)pen 
Bh* fence Avhich was necessary for Ids passage and not the entire huieo. ddiat 
one thing, and there is another fact which would show that he eould not 
have proceeded in this mann('r. It is admitted that tdn* lenca* had been f)Uf 
six months before the occurrence. For six months tln^ alh^ged passage 
laid been blocked up and if that is so. it is only an elomentary criminal law 
Biat all those, who chaimed the right, could not t.ake the law into their own 
hands — nd forcibly remove the fence, Herc^ the person eon(;erned happens 
he the Superintendent of IVilice ; but if be acted in a inattfu' like tliis in .any 
special capacity, the law does not give any special right to any rfovernmfmt 
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Horvant as ro^^ards this question of right-of-way. TheroEoro, if it was an 
offence on the part of a private citizen, it was equally an offence on the part 
of the Superintendent of Police. It has been stated that he was not 
interested in the matter porsoiially, but he vvas interested in it as a Superin- 
tendent of Police. Your Excellency will excuse me if 1 put it in another way ; 
it 18 not HO much a question of intc^reKt as it is a quiistion of prestige — a ques- 
tion of vanity and lov(; of power. Of course, tln^ Government rules do not 
contemplate the refund of such amounts, but 1 do not think that if it is held 
by this Council that the Government is entitled to a refund of this amount, 
thmu^ are any rules framed by th(^ Government which can override the 
decision of this Council.’’ 


A division was then taken with the following result : — 


Aye» 12. 

Tin* Hoii’tlo Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 

,, Uai Uadha Cliaraii Pal Bahadur 

,, Manivi Ahul IvaHcm. 

,, Maiilvi A. K. Fazl-ul lla(|. 

,, Khan Saliih Ainati Ali. 

,, Huhu Bhahoiidra Cliaiulra Kay. 

Bahu Akliil Chandra l)atLa. 

,, liai Mahondra Chandra Mitru 
Baliatlur. 

,, Hahn Surcndra Nath Uay. 

,, Balm Mahmidra Nath Kay, ( .i.K. 

,, Balm Kinhori Mohan ('haudhiiri. 

,, Balm Ainhika Charan Ma/iiiiidar. 


Noea 2‘i. 

'Phc HuiiTIl* Sir Iltinry Wlu'oler, k.(M.K., c .s.i. 

,, Sir Satyendra PraHunna Sinha, K i. 

,, Mr. J. 0. Cunnnin^, c.i.k. 

,, Mr. C J. Stevi‘ns()n- Moore, c.V.o. 

,, Mr. J. 11. Kerr, c.s i.. f.i.K. 

,, Ml. J Dv>nald, (] i E. 

„ Mr. L. S S. O’Malley. 

,, Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

,, Lt -Cul. W. .1. Bindianan, c.i.k , 

I.M.H. 

,, Mr. C H. BoinpaH. 

,, Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

„ Mr. C. F. Payne. 

,. Mr. F. B. II. J’anton. 

,, Uai Priya Natli Mukhnrji Hahadiit, 

l.S.ol 

,, Sir Uajendra Nath Mookerjt*e, k.im.k 
,, Mi. j. Mackenzie 

„ Mr W. II 11. Ardon-Wood, r i e. 

,, Ml. Aniinur itahinaii. 

,, liev. l)i . 0. llowellH. 

,, Kinnar Shil) Shi khari'swar Ua^' 

,, Uai Delx'iider Chuiidei (lhoH< 

Bahailur. 

,, Mr. K. B. Eden 

,, Ml E. A. Martin. 

,, Mr. II. U. A. Ii win. 


The following members abstained from voting : — 

Th(^ llon’blo Ihibii Brojendra Kishor Ray Cliaudhiiri. 

,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

The following members were absent : — 

’Die Ilou’ble Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, k.c. 

,, the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o. 

,, Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.i.E. 

Mr. R. Glen. 

,, Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

,, The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bin d wan, K.i .s.i , 

K.C.I.E., 1.0. M. 

., Dr. Deba Prosad Sarbadhikari, c.i.e. 

,, Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.e. 

,, Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, Mr, K. B. Dutt. 

The Ayes being 12, and the Noes 24, the motion was lost. 
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The llon’ble Baiuj Akiiil Chandra Datta moved tln^ following ivsoluticm r — 

This Council recommends to the Covernor in Council fliat steps lx* 
taken to regulate the print's of fotKl-stuffs, charcoal, cloth, salt, sugar aiul 
other necessaries of life. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, this (]uestion affects the vital intt'rests of th(‘ \'ast j)opnlation of 
this Ih-esidency and tht' importaiHH* of the mattt'i* cannot t()(» niii(!li tunplia- 
sizcul ; hut at llit^ same tinu' I do not fet*I myself calh'd nj)on to inakt* out a 
ciase in support of my resolution inasmuch as tlit^ j)rinciplt‘ atlvocattul in 
this* resolution has already hocn acct'ptt^l hy the Supreint' ( J ovtunniont in a 
notilication which has lietm issut'd sinct' I havt^ stml. noti(‘<‘ of lliis i t'sol iil ion. 
If 1 still press this resolution I do so htxiause 1 feel that Jii*n‘ in Ihuigal tin' 
matter has not yt^l ht't'n taktui U}) with that enthusiasm and earru'slness 
which it deserv(^s. 1 implon* ^"our Lordsliip to l akt' imnn*diat e si ( ps with 
that vigour vvilh whu'h the lloinhay (L)Vt‘rnmcnt is fighting tins ju'ohleni. 
With these h^w words I eoinint*nd this resolution t-o ^ our ILxerllmey s 
acceptance.” 


'The Hoidhle Mu. Martin said : — 

“My Lord, I must oppose* this resolution, although on tin* lae<‘ of it sU(*h 
a resolution may (commend itself to many peoj)h^ as Ix'ing anijily jusi ifnMl hy 
(he ])n‘st*nt e(jui-se of evcuits and whal< has reciuitly happi'iit'd. The IhudUh* 
Mover does not ask dt'li n".t(*ly for Covc'rnment contrt>l ovi'.j tln^ priets ol 
food-stuffs and so on hut it practically amounts to tliat. With all ri^speet to 
him I do not think lie rt‘alizes what In^ is asking Jor and tin* dillienllieH wiiieh 
li(^ in the way f)f control of this nature. It S(*t»Tns to me that (x>ntr(;l to 
he eHieit'iit ought to he thorougli and to he thorough in (‘ontrol ovi*!' tht^ ])riees 
of thes(^ article's will hav(5 to (control them at the source* ol sup])ly, to 

c;ontrol them during their transport to this country and to coni rol them during 
delivcu'y and disti'ihution in this c^ountry. I think, th(*r(*h)rf*, that the lion hie 
Memher will realizt^ that such control is heyond the j)rovinee ol this Covi'm- 
inont. It is tru(' that t in' riovernment ol India have notified that t hi‘y may 
take steiis to control th(' price* cf salt, but in my (>i)inion no case has been 
made out for such ec)ntrol and I do not think it is nefa'ssary. I In* shoi tage 
of supply in this province and particularly in the distrii^t to \vhi(di tie* 
Hoidhle Memher hc'longs led to a teini)orary rise in priet^s. This led to 
considerahh* excit(uiumt and unfortunat(i cKmurn'iices in parts of tin* dint riel. 

I have, howtiver, studied the matter very carefully and I cannot, sei* any 
justification for that excitement nor the unfortunate ('vents that sf>rang Irom 
it. The cost of salt to a fairly large sized family amounts to an ext ra expen- 
diture of a few annas on salt sufficient to keep them sup])lied lor wfX'ks. iSow 
the price of salt in the districts was abnormal for tin? spact* of about, a month. 

that there was no real hardship imposed upon the peoph* in tliesc districts 
nor do I think that Oovernirient control was thereby rendertM] necc^Hsary. 

The question of sugar is very much the same, the tem[)orary shoi tage of 
^^upplies cawing a natural rise in price. Supplies are now coming into tfii^ 
country and I understand that cH)nimunication with »Java is likely to he irticr 
and better with the supply of tonnage ; and the shortage is not likely to he 
of long duration. 
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Ill the case ol cloth undoubtedlv great hardship has been caused from 
which vve are all sutFering. The rise was certainly not due to profiteering 
which is the only nuison which can call for Government control in this con- 
nection. The price of cloth which is sold in Bengal to-day is very much less 
than the prioe at which it can be imported. I would point out that the 
control of tlie price of cloth would mean control in no less than three con- 
tin^ints — that is control over the pricti of cotton in America, control over pro- 
duction in England and control over distribution in India. I think the Hon’ble 
Member will r(‘ al ize that control by this Government in such cinnimstances 
will b(^ apracti(^al impossibility. 1 hope, My Lord, that what 1 have said will 
convinc(^ t ln^ TTon’ble Membtn* that this resolution is j»(M*haps a little* too hasty 
\nid(*r the (urcumstances and that he will not press it.” 


The Ilon’hle Uai Mahkndka Chandra Mttra Bahadur said : — 

My Lord, 1 beg to support the resolution and in supporting it I voice 
forth th(‘ sentiments and ideas of my countrymen — wherever 1 go, whetTier 
to a hamlet, town or city there is (complaint everywh(*re that tin* ])rices an* 
abnormally high and it is high time, in my humble opinion, that the Govern- 
nnmt should int(;rfere. 1 am the last p(*rson to urgt* tliat th(*r(? should be a 
restraint in the trade or that the legislatun* should be compelh‘d to 
intervom^ but at such times it is imcessary that (Jovernuu*fit should inter- 
fere. Yi^sterday 1 read a press notice showing the* action taken by tin* 
Bombay (loviunmont. Consequently 1 am encouraged by tliis to ask Your 
Excollen(*y and Your JLxcelleney’s Government to move in the mattm*. it 
has b(^on r(qn*esentod that there ought not t o be any Controller, but the qu(*stioii 
is how could tin* Government interfere ? A ri'inedial measure ought to be 
tak(*n. You cannot understand sitting in Calcutt a what things an* going on in 
the miifassal. Tin* pc^ople in the mufassal are not in a position to nK‘et their 
n(*eds and in tin* difii(*ulties in which we are placed if then* be any remedial 
measun* it ought t o b(^ taken up.” * 


1Mie lloidbh* Bahu Kishori Mohan (hiAUDiirui said : — 

‘‘ My L(U’d, I am also of opinion that sonu* renunlial measure ought to be 
adopt(‘d. It is no doubt a question of supply, but at tin* same time* we hav(* 
to consider whet,lu‘r t ht* inKldlomen and oth(*r dealers ar(' making undue 
l)rotit and wln't lier any nu'asure cannot b(' adopti'd which will lessen t he 
abnormal jirices. In tin* mufassal our experience is that in some placets mori* 
than double tin* jirices have been realized of what prevailed about twu) or 
three years ago. My idea is, of course, to start co-operativt^ stones, but tlu‘n 
only the membt'rs will 1 k‘ beni*fited thereby. If larger rtdi(*f is to be provide<l 
for in (‘Very district, at least at hoadquart(u-s station of tlie district and tlu> 
subdivisional headquart(‘rs, some Hho])s may be optuied undm- the direct 
sup(‘rvision of t lu^ district ofiicer or settlement ofiicer with the co-operation of 
th(^ heading men who could import and sell the things at cost price. It is an 
admitted fact that tlu^ people arti sidfering much from the liigh prices and 
our impression is that it is not merely due to the limited supply but to 
acunething (*lsc^ — probably as I have suggested it is due to the undue profit 
that is being made by the middlemen. Some enquiry may be made as to the 
cause and if some arrangement could be made by which the people could be 
supplied with the ordinary necessaries of life at lesser cost that at any rat(* 
ought to be done. So I think that Government interference is necessary, as 
without Government these things cannot be done. It, with the Government 
credit at the back and the supervision of the district officer and the sub- 
divisional officer, some shops be opened where things can be apld at cost 
price or with a little profit much relief can be given to the sufiering people. 
The present unrest is due to the abnormal rise in prices and it is high time 
that Government should take some steps,” 
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The Hon’ble Sik Henry Whkei.ek Raid : — 

Tli<^ Hoirble Meiiiber’8 vc^Rolution has ralst‘(l a subjt‘ot in wliich wi>ar(^aJI 
niiich interested at thf^ pr(?seiit tinu‘ and with which the happinosis of (h(^ pr<)- 
vinc(^ is very inucli bound up ; and although 1 shall have to oppose the atlop- 
tioii of this resolution, I am not sorry that I havt‘ ha<i t his oppoi t unity of layin^x 
certain consid(‘rations in regard to it before tlie founeil. as thr inaihn* is om* 
in which we may well seek to bring about (dear thinkini!: by all classes (d’ t lie 
community, while any advice and lielpthat we can mdist in dealing with an 
admitted (lifficulU- an3 to be welcomed. Hut I agiav with tlu‘ Jlon’ble 
Mr. Martin in thinking that the Hoii’bh' Movtn* can scartiidy hav<^ appreeiataal 
the wide scopt^ which bis rt*s(dation n^ally covers. As wonh^l, it iiKdinh^s ( li«* 
regulation of the prices of food-stuffs, (dianaial, (dolli, salt, siigai* and other 
necessaries of libs which, interpreted widtdy, might regally be taken to 
mean that this (TCJvernment should take upon itself tln^ task of regulating 
the whole bazar. I think, on consideration, that llon’bh* Mmnbers 
will admit that what( 3 ver their d(>sin; to attain tln^ idi'al of launoving all 
discomfort, this is not a practical proposition. I would warn t,h(‘ (h)uneil 
against placing t<Kj implicit a trust in the efKcacy of the blessiMl woids 
‘ regulation ’ and ‘ control 'Fho rt‘gulation .and eonta'f)! of priet's is a 
question which has be(ui brought forward siina* tln‘ outbreak of war, and 
many experiments have be(Mi m«ad(‘, first in hostih' c5ounlri(‘s and lat.er, 
unfortuuatedy, by ourselves and our allies, but cverybodjq who has toucdied, 
or has .any knowlec Ige of, th(^ details of control, has nsaliziMl tin' di Ibcul tii^s 
and pitfalls whicdi surround it on every side, and hvos tin' ])ossibility of doing 
mor(^ harm than good by the adoption of well-inttmt iomul measures which do 
iK)t work out- ill practice in jiccordanc^e with the idi^a with which tln^y w^nt' 
undertakem. If, therefore, we can avoid the neci'ssily of nguliition and 
control, 1 say, ewe’ll! at the cost of sotik^ discomfort, that would be for good, 
and we should only .'it-tinript such .a ctourst'- if forcaMi to do so as a hast 
necessity. No regulation or control can abolish the discomforts entaih'd by 
the war. Tin* whob* world is a sutbna'r from it ; England is a sutlerer from 
it, and from my own short, person.al experimn^e ol England during the war, 
I should say that in t-ln^ United Kingdom at the presi'iit time a sovereign, for 
praeticaal pur|)ost^s. gotjs about as far as 10 shillings in t in* piv'vious days ol 
p(‘a(j(‘. To take, .ag.ain, a country nean^r E.ast, I cann^ .across a lett(*r only 
recrently in th(^ Pioneer which sIkjws t.hat Egypt is also in a like state. 
Merely to (|Uote .a short (^xt ract , it runs as follows : — 

“ Th(^ price of food-fltuU.s is sti^adily rising in this country and conijiarod with tlm 
state of jiffairH in 1914 the incrofiso is very consi<lrral>le. Mojtt now Ht.indH at 100 jK*r r<*nt. 
al>ovi' ])rc-war prices and 60 per ahovo the prico tliis tinm last your. Sui.far and 

this is a land of su<^ar jiroduction — lias risen hy lt»0 per ct*nt. coni})arcd with its pre-war 
price, and 100 per cent, compared with that at the corresponding date last ynar ; the same 
is the case with flour ; eggs are treble their pre-war price, altluni^Oi^ tins h a country cd 

export and the local production has been considerably develope<l,” 

and so on. 


This is unforl unatfdy the t^xperionct* of ev^ery country in l lm world. Af- 
flux risk of trouliling tin* Council with statistics, I wouhl like t o give hotik* 
figur(*s vvhicli have been compiled in the St .utietic^al I )(*p,‘irtment of Covf*) nimmt 
and which point to certain interesring con(dusions. Fiiking the range of whole- 
5^ah* prices adoptiid by the s^’-atisticiai!. which inelmh^s over 40 beading .ai tich*s 
in the wholesale market, and making a eoinparison bet ween tlie r.ites prevailing 
at tlu^ end of Oecembor 1917, a> (’oni >an* 1 with tlie pr»'“war levcd at the end 
of July 1914, the ri^e in wholesale prices has been 68 per (jent. in Calcutta, 109 
P^^’cent. in Bmnbay, cent, in Kaniclii and 111 per cent, in Madras. I hat 

is not without interest as showimg that Caleiitt.a is fortunatt‘ly rather hettei 
than other Presidencies, a fact whi(^Ii has a bearing on thi? criticisiii 
^bat we have so far failed to adopt mc.asures simdar to those recently 
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taken hy the Bonihay Government. It jh alno the case that the general level 
of vvJjoloHalo prices in Calcutta has moved upwards less quickly than in other 
parts of India. Retail pricos, taken in the same way^ of certain articles of 
common coriHumption had risen in Calcutta in December 1917 (as compared 
with duly 1914) by 21 per cent., in lloinbay by 29, and in Karachi by 34. Up 
to the end of tlie third year of the war, that is, August 1917, tlie fluctuations 
in prices in thc^se thia^e places as compared with the pre-war level were about 
the same ; but tlie prices rose at the end of December 1917 by 8 per cent, and 
10 per cent, in Bombay and Karachi, respectively, as compared with 1 per 
cent, in (Calcutta over the level of August 1917. That, probably, is the reason 
why special action has been found necessary in Bombay. Tfic problem in 
that city is complicated by special factors, and Lord Willingdon has 
drawn attention to the enormous influx of people into Bombay since tlie 
outbn^ak of war, partly of labourers in military employ, partly of troops 
themselv(m, and partly of people from surrounding places affected by 
plague. All thes(i factors make the Bombay problem somewhat peculiar 
to itself. AV(' here have undoubtedly suffered, and suffiired severely, with 
r(^sulting hardship which is well known and undeniable, but we can derive some 

consolation from the fact that the situation is worse in other parts of India. 

» 

( kiming to the particular articles which the resolution enum(‘rat(*s I would 
only touch briefly upon (jach. As regards th(' regulation of the prices of food- 
stufls, 1 think, the Hon’bh^ Member himself ( annot really have aiipreciated tle^ 
facts, because the wholesale 7 )ric(^s of food-grains, according to the sanu' 
statistics, are actually lower in (Calcutta than at the outbreak of war by somt^ 8 
per cent, ddiat being so no case can be made out for regulating t lu' price of 
fofKl-stutfs, and the poorer classes an^ at least in this i*espect deriving some bmie- 
fits from an unusual situation. It is true that ret ail price s have risen, but. not 
in a very marked degree. 1 will merely cite a fenv instances: 'faking the 
pr(^-war retail prices as equal to 100, the figures at the funl of De’cnunlxu* U)]7 
ar(* for food-grains 109, cereals 110, pulses 107 and ghee loO ; as n'gards ghee, 
recent, legislation in this (youncil may have lietm partly accunintabk'. iMilk 
has risen by 12 per cent., but potat(X3S show a fall of 4 per e('nt.; so on I Ik' 
whole the situatioii is not unforrunate from the point of tln^ consuiiKu*. 

ddie next, articles mentioned in the ri'solunion are charcoal and sugar. 
As laggards the forimn', from such information as 1 liavo Ixxm able to obtain, I 
cannot find that there has been any njarked fluctuation sinc.-e last dul^^ and 
August, 'fln^ sugar markt't undoubtedly shows an increase in rat(*s, and 
W(‘ lind that in Calcutta, tln^ rise in wholesale prices was 88 ])er cent.., in 
Bombay 70 ])er cent., in Karachi K'fl per cent., and in Madras 67 per c(uil. 
'flu' retail price in Calcutta rose by 82 per cent. Nevertheless, although tin* 
increase is heavy, without looking further into the circumstances of the sugar 
market. I should hesitate to embark upon a policy of regulation if the situa- 
tion does not become worse than it now is. 

The resolution cxwers also other neci'ssaries of life, but 1 think the 
general remarks which 1 have ma<b' may suffice without going into 
further details, fldiere remain th(' two items of salt and cloth. 

Now as regards salt wo all know that prices have been A^ery high, and 
unbutunately they are higher in (^alcutta than elsewhere. In comparison with 
th(' index number of 100 to which I have already referred the wholesale figures 
at the ('nd of December 1917 were Calcutta 598. Bombay 221 and Karachi 279. 
flduis we have been at a considerable disadvantage in respect of salt, although 
prices liave more recently fallen somewhat, but as the Council knows, th<' 
Government of India have already notified salt as an article for regula- 
tion, and we had hoped to have got out orders relating to its control 
before to-day. Delay has been caused by some objections raised hy 
the Government of Bihar and Orissa, which is equally interested in tie* 
prices fixed, but I have asked them to send down some one at once in ordt r 
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that we may dispose oi the matter, ami I hope, iherelore. tliat it will 
lonp before wo issue orders. 


-‘17 
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Turning to cloth, thin is unfortunately one oi tlio most aitVieuli and eoin- 
plicated items in the whole problem. It is uiulen\a\>\e t\\a\ \\\v prlei' oi elot.b 
has risen very highly and, taking tlu' rate oi duly Y\)\ t as 100, tin* whole- 
sale* figure at the end of Deceinbm* 1917 was :2hl. 1 havi' In^ri' a sheai of 
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Hut the important point to nmminbor alioiil cloth is that tlic prcsont 
oric.e of cloth in the (lahmtta market is from .•!() to |t> per cent. Ichs than I he 
ciirn'iit Manclu^ster price. That is to say, if yon w.intcl to buy Irom Man- 
chester at rates now nrevailiiijo: in the (lalcntta market yon conhl not do so. 
To that ext.ent, (laleiitta is more fortunate than even Kiifflaml. and it disposes 
of the theory that the wholesale importers are protitoermp to the detriment ol 
llu' public on an unduly large scale. Profiteering may have been goinu on, 
and I <lo not deny t.hat thm-e may have Iksmi occasions for regulation, hut this 
salient fact governs tin- whole position as regards ‘•'"th. and points to he 
conclusion that tlie difficulty is really one of su))i)ly. 1 he cotton eroi. ol the 

world has been short; it has 1, ecu short in America ; it ha.^ been slmrt in 

Kgypt ami it has been short in India. The pric ol Mid-Aineriean 
Liverpool was M. per lb. ,n 191 1-1 L', while it is 2.W. at he presen .1. . , 
that is an enormous increase, in tli.' prici' of raw material, 'l’ 

dislocation caused by the war and to the fundamental dilfieulty of the 
shortage of cotton. dMiere are other complications arising Iron, the any 
varieties of cloth on the market, which precluile the possil.ility ol laying d. 
one uniform price for cloth as such. Itmay be re.membere.l that 1 1 is ' 
the Viceroy said only recently in a speech on the bth 

control of prices in the ease of cloth is obviously one of .....el, b'-^ate, diHi 
culty than in the case of salt, but wo shall not shrink I, on. any act .on which 
inay^ bn found, in consultation with local (lovenummts to be both . 

and desirable ’. Wo shall have to represent I,,,, 

quarters, anti we hav^e nuison to b(dn*AM* that on t i< 
the majority of the lotial mills are to he fmind, enquiries ami 7'”^' 
already going on, hut we recognize that this malt.n is on. “ V''-, , . ,i i,,s 

• ulty and no amount of regulation can cure this fnndamenlal lack ol suppli. . 

1 have now given the Council a emtain amou.il of 'b uil in 
I be subject will be found ol interest and tn- iguns i . , 

Apparently some Ilon’ble Members think that this nearei lv 

what slow and slack in taking up this question. . un 1 ■ 1 ,..,.,, (nkeii 

fair. It is no official impropriety to say that the action which ^ 


Kur. It is no official impropriety to say Miat c ^ 

by the Government of India in respect of the regulation of {’««';« ^as ‘ ^ ^ 

the instance of His Excellency’s Governmen. while we l ave 

ing the question of cloth, and what we can ‘,h’ v'c tn • ■ k ^ 

embark— and I would not advise the Council to prews lu/Hridcd by 

reckless policy of regulation, without quite seeing whore we may h. landed by 

doing so.” * 
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Tho Hon’blc Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said : — 

My Lord, 1 feol and I must in all frankm^ss admit that the resolut ion 
as it stands is rather too wide, and that I should have confined it to cloth and 
salt. As regards these things there is no doubt tfiat the question is a 
very difficult one. At the same time, th^re is so much hardship felt in 
the province on account of the high prices of these two things, that wc 
cannot but look up to the Government for some sort of relief in these two 
matters.” 

The riiEsiDKNT said : — 

‘‘ Does the Hon’ble Member wish to withdraw his resolution ? ” 

The Hon’lihi Babu Akhil Chandra Daita said : — 

I may be permitted to movt^ an amendment to this resolution con- 
lining it to cloth and salt and heaving out the others. ” 

The Hon’ble Siu Henry Wheeler said : — 

“ Sir, As I liavo said, there is some difficulty aliout this. We have 
already taken action as regards salt. As r(‘gards cloth, 1 have alr(^ady trieil 
to show what our difficulties are and we (iannot pledge ourselves that wn 
shall undertake? regulat.ions. 

Th(? Pkesiden'p said : — 

“ Pi'rliaps, I may point out that, if tin* Hon’bli* Member wislies to contiiH' 
his motion to salt anil clotli, it has ah*eady b(*en m(?t, as far as sa 1(, {T()('S, jm.l 
the Hon’ble Meinb(*r in charge has (explained that we are taking action on il ; 
so that the only (]U(?stion that nunains is the question of (doth. Tin? qiH'stion 
of cloth is an ('xtrmiu'ly difficult om* to deal with, but the llon’ble Mi'inlx'r in 
charge* has said that, wo ar(‘ ecKisidering the inattin* in order to sei* wliether 
it is ])ossible to do anything in the matter. Under tliest* eircunist ances, is 
there any diflferenee betw(‘en us?” 

The Hon’blo Babu Akhil Chandra Datia said : — 

“ My Lord, in view of the pledge* given by tho Hon’bh^ Memlx'r as n'gards 
salt and also in vi(^w of tho lact that tiio question of cloth is being seriously 
consid(?red by (iovernment, I b(*g to wit hdraw my n?solution. ” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 22. 

ddie following resolution which stood in the name of the Hon’blo Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta, was by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

This ('ouneil recommends to the Governor in Council — 

(u) that steps be taken to put an end to speculative transactions in 
salt, and 

(?>) that in every centre of trade and commerce throughout thf 
Presidency, facilities be offered to the public for the purchase of 
salt at duly mjtified prices. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 23. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following 
resol uti(m : — 

This Council recommends to tln^ G(3vernor in Council that the following 
words be deleted from section V of the Police Administration Report of 11H6» 
namely, “ A good deal of eloquence has lately been expanded on the subject 
of increased expenditure on thb Police. ” 
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He Baid : — 

ily Loul, tho bulk of the diBcussioii of tlu' last year's liu l^el by tlit> 
non-otficial members of thin C^ouneil coneeutrated upon the subjin't of 
increUBed expenditure on the Police. In fact this was tht‘ buiihm of the 
song of almost all the representativeK of the i>(‘oi>le. d'hc it* was a teiuhmey 
in some quarters to call the last year's Budget a War Budget, hut i luM xpeu.ii- 
ture on Police rose by such leajis and bounds that 1 eliaraet erized il a /W/Vv^ 
Budget. The expn^ssion was no doubt resent(‘d by tliosi* who weo* n^spou- 
sibh^ for the abnormal rise in tln^ cost of Pidiei* Ailminisl rat ioii, hut none the 
less there was quite a chorus of diHai)proval by thos(‘ memix rs wlu) n»i)rt‘Stuit 
the people’s intt^reat in tliis Council. Our (u*iticism was, how(^viu‘, more than 
tli(^ authorities by their habit and tradition could ot'ar wit h go(Kl graca^ ami 
the irritation and heart-burning found their manifestation in tlu^ ohsorvatlou 
which forms the subject-matter of tiu' resolution which \\>ur Kxca'lhuicy lias 
so kindly p('rrnitted me to move. 

Now the questions which 1 j)ropose to discuss in moving tins i t^soliit ion 
ar«' the following : — 

(?) Dfx^s the observation to which this n^solution takes cxct'plien rehu- 
to the dis(Uission b^^ non-oHi(‘ial iiuunhers of t lie tVmncil in 
conn(H‘tion with tlie last Budgt‘t ? 

{h) If so, is the obscu’vatioii c(»nsist(mt with ofhcial drcoruin and 
(‘tiquett(* ? 

Is it proper ? 

(?’«?) If not, should till' Hcmtence be delid-ed from tlu' Administration 
Uiqiort ? 


Tlier(' can be no manner of doiiiit as regards th(‘ n^al objt‘cti\'(* of tlu‘ 
criticism. Is it not an enigma which (h^fit^s our powers of const nuH ion and 
mterpretation ? ddiis att,a(;k is not even a veihsl om^. lb* who runs may 
read it. Tin* simple test is this — what is the impn^ssion vvhicli was irri'Kist- 
ahly produced in llie mind of every nnunbtu' of this (h)uncil as h(* read tlie 
sentence ? ddiis is a t(*st which 1 hope*, will be a(;c<*ptabh‘ l.o all the Ilon’ble 
Members. One Hon’ble Member hon(*st]y f<*lt that this was thci cleai- and 
ebvious UK^aning and accordingly asked the (*ov(u*nment in the last- moisting 
of t lu^ (Council if it was not so. Tliis gave*, tlu* fiovernnumt and through the 
OoverniiKuit the author of the n^port an opj»ortunity to disavow the insinua- 
tion and to reassuia*- thosi* who inttu’piaq.ed it as a Hing at the non-oih<i^l 
ujeiiibtM’s. But the reply which was voiiehsahMl was not only not n^assti ring 
l>ut aggravated the situation. The suggestion mad(‘ hy my Hfni’hle lri<uid 
i^Ir. Ray was not repiidiatefl. It was said that tin* remark was niad(' hy tin* 
author of the report on tin* basis of the puhlished inlormatioii available to 
bini, from whatever 8our(;eH it may have be(*u deriv(‘d. Is it a point blank 
answ(n*, my Lord, to a point blank (piestion ? Are vva* a bit wisr^r l)y reason 
ol tln^ answer ? The outstanding result, however, is that tin* suggestion 
remains unrepud iatcul and iiou-traversal, as we all know, is tantamount to 
admission. We have been told that tin* unwritten rules gov(,*rning the 
^uatter are those based on etiqurtte and good feebng. I am (|uite juiqiared 
to accept the unwritten rules which arc now nMliicod to writing. I he 
dar*stion, howev( 3 r, arises for yonr Lonlship’s coiiHidoratiori ; has the (»ljH(3rva- 
tioii of the Administration Report not transgressed thf‘He rules t Is it 
^*f>nsi8tent with official decorum and etiquette for th(3 Head of a l)(*partment 
employ such language about discussions in Your Excellency’s Council? 
nder tho regulations of this Council our speeches are addressed direct Uy 
Excellency. Can it be consistent with decorum for the Head a Depart- 
jaent to speak in such disrespectful languages of those sp^xiches? Is ho not 
reason of his appointment under the Government bound to speak more 
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reHpeotfully about spoochos addressed to Your Excelleuc}^ ? Does he not owe 
it to his position as a ])ublic servant to be more respectful to the proceedings 
of the Council, presided over by Your Excellency? 

We sometimes hear of impertinent remarks made by impertinent police* 
officers against decisions of Courts with which they feel dissatisfied. They, 
of course, do so in confidential reports. They would certainly be guilty ol 
contempt of Court if they had the temerity to make such remarks in any 
published report. 1 do think, my Lord, that the languagt? employed towards 
the members of tlu^ Council constitutes contempt of Council. So far as this 
matter is concerned, it does not make any difference whether the members 
attack(id are official or non-official. Non-official as they are, they are none 
the less members of Your Excellency’s Council and not members of tln^ 
Council of tlui Insp(^ctor-General of Police. 

The n(‘xt qiu^stion is whether such observations are calculated to promote 
good feeling. Possibly the author of the report thinks that not only 
Christianity recpiires a man to turn his right cheek when Ik' receives a slap 
on his left, but Vdishnavism also inculcates the response to hrichhats hy 
pun^ love. According to this lofty ideal alone can it possibly be said that 
the sting of tlu' remark will not cause irritation and bitterness. 

My Lord, the remark of the Administration Report has infring(Ml the 
ruh^s laid down in tln^ last meeting of the (/onn(;il. The nnnark is undigni- 
fied, unparliamentary, improper and xdtra vires and should not Ik^ allowed lo 
disliguiH' the Administration Report. 

In conclusion, 1 shall only say this : Our protests against the large 
iiicreas(' of Police expenditure wen) absolute!}" abortive. If. would be only 
adding insult to injury to allow such criticism by Heads of l)e])artmenls.” 

The Ilon’ble Raihi Amiuca Ciiauan Majumdak said : — 

My Lord, in rising to make a few ol)servations on this ra^gretfahlc 
incident 1 wish f.o be »ind(n*stO(Ml that I am not moved by any personal 
feeling or sentiment. 1 do not wish Your Excellency to defend ns, but 1 (»nl.\ 
ask Your Excellency tod( fmid the dignity of this (Council and the ])()sition of tin* 
legislature. If Your Excellency and the galaxy of administrators sitting tn 
your right could for mon^ than two liours tolerate tin' inconsequential flow of 
el(Xj[uen(!C at 1 lu' last Hudgef debate, I do not think that it was tht‘ l)U8ineHs 
of any police officer sitting in tlu^ quiet recess of the S(*cretariat to resent it. 
It is said that ‘ a g(Kxl deal of eloquence was (>xpendod ’ over th(‘ incrc'ast d 
allotment for the Police. Whether a good deal of eloquence was expendi <1 
o?^ gfH)d deal of money was wasted on that day it was a matter which wa^ 
closed with the passing of that Rudget ; and I do think that it was 1 m)|1i 
indec()rous and luuligniiied, if not actually impertinent, for any ineinher ol 
tin* administration to criticize the proceedings of tlu‘ legislature and to tnat 
that assembly as an unwholesome foreign body fit only to he (‘j(H*tod by vomil- 
ing forth such effusions as have cliaracterized the Police Administration 
Report which has just l>een published. Such fulminations may appear in tin 
columns of a ncwBpaj)er, but I do think that they are singularly inappropriaiy 
in a solemn document like an Administration Report. A spirit like thi*^ 
ought to he diseoiirage<l. As for mj^self I can well console myself with fin' 
refleetion that the higher one mounts the purer becomes the atmosphere, and 
altliDiigli such unst^emly observations may well appear in a Police Re})or( , 1 
think that they cannot find a place in the report of any higher branch 
of the administration.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said 

My Lord, I only rise to support the resolution moved by my Hon’hlc 
friend Babu Akhil Chandra Datta and I do not think 1 need add anything tn 
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what has beiMi said on this suhjoot. 1 hcliovc, my Lord, that all criticisms 
on qiiostions of administration which arc aihln-sscd to Your K.xcolloncy arc 
not only — whotlier they arc aca-opti'd or not — wi'lcomc to ^’our Lscdlciu-y , 
hut idso to the inenilH'fs of this (lovcrntncnt ; and 1 tliink it is iinhiir hot li to 
tliis Council and to the adininistnition in f;cni*ral for any Head of :i Depart- 
ment or any otlicial to pass any critical remtirks on tlic comliicl of 
proc(*edings in this Council. With these few words I liojie \'our l'',\ccll.'ncy 
in (’ouncii will find your way to accept this resolution. " 


'rite Hon’hlo llAHt) BHAttKNDttA ClIANDKA KaY Sai<l I 

“My Lord, wlnm 1 discovered the jtassafre in the I’olicc .\dmmist rat ion 
Report, I thought it must hav<> heen a case of oversight on the part, of t ln> 
liigher authorities who, I iiresiime, have to go through reimrts l.cfoii' they are 
)>uhlisheil ; ami I e.x pectod that in reply to my question ahoiit tins matl.ci 
at the last meeting, Government would acknowledge this t o he so. Rut to 
oiir surprise and ri'gret, a desperate attempt was nuide to defend a thorouglily 
imh'fmisihle jaisition hy resorting to langii.age of a delightful vtigneiiess m 
which some of our oliieial friends o.xcel. It was all the same ;i clear— 
tiKiugh hanlly :i straightforwaril — .'ulmission that the rcfcrcnci' was t.o the 
jiroeeedings of this Coiimhl. 

My Lord, the passage referred to has heen stated to he quite m con- 
formity with eliqmd.te and good-feeling. d'liat this resolution has 1 

hrought forward to-day is ample proof that it is not considered in that light 
on this side of the House. It is considered hy us to he a gratuitous insult to 
t his Council. 

'Pile whole (piestion is vvludher a siihordinate otlicial is ;it lihcriy to 
ciitici/.(' in oliieial rejuirts the ] mKieed ings of this Council. 1 ap| cal to your 
Lordships’ iiarliameiitary experience to s.ay what the result would he il, say, a 
permanent Under-Seeretai v had Hie liardihoiKl to he humorous at the ex,,ense 
of the House of Commons.' Would he he defended hy the Ministry in the 
lloiisi' or givc'ii the sack ? We have he.ard a g<Kid deal ahoiit the dignity ol 
the Legislative Council. When, for instance, a resolution or a question is not 
admittt'd without anv reasons being assigned, and it, finds it s way into the 
Press. Hon’hle Members are roundly charges! with having taken away Irom 
tile dignity of the Ta-gislati ve. Conned. I hope our official friends wil 
demonstrate hy their voting on this resolution that they laa'dly care hn n 
dignity of the Council.’’ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ui, II aq said : — 

“My Imrd, I rise to support this rosolution not merely becaus.j it rais(rs 
an important question of principle but also because the answer that has I.eeii 
given by Government to somo of the interpellations on this suhjiict hay.p 
as has been pointed out by my Hon’bhi friend lhahu Akhd (d.andra 

aggravated the situation by adding insult to injury. 1 think that i is iim 
that we should bring matters to an issue and get from Government a cleai 
and unmistakable statement as to the importance winch t hey attacli to l ic 
dignity and prestige of the non-official members m this (.ouned J ersona 1>, 
iiiy Lord, Ido not care very mucli whether the importance th.a. a , ,.ic le 
t" the iiiembersliip of Council is higher than that ol 

a debating club or the Pinjrapolo Society at Sodpur. But I think it m 

‘due that the public whom we serve should know how very sorely we are 

••ried. and how very futile are our efforts to get a propi.i rocogni i in 
those interests, the protection of which wo consider to be our mo.st sacied 

charge. 
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My Lord, I had occasion to ^ through the answers that have been 
giv(?n to-day to the two yuestions on this vei*y subject, one by the Hon’bh^ 
Ua]>u ]^hal)cndra Chandra Ray and the other by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 
I think it is necessary tluit I should draw the attention of the Council 
to the nature of the repli(^s tliat have been given to these interfiellatiojis. 
My friend, tlie Ilon'ble Habu lihabondra Chandra Ray, who was the first 
to put a (piestion on the subj(K;t tried to elicit the information whether, 
in making t remarks which the Inspector-General of Police did as regards 
tlu^ discussion on last yc^ar's Budgt^t relating to police ex[)enditure, 
h(^ had in his mind th(‘ speeclu^s that had been made by the non-official 
meinl>ors of this (Council. The ])lainost course for the Government to 
follow, in iny humbh^ judgnuuit, was to gel a statement from the lns])e.ctor- 
General of Police one way or the otlnu*, and frankly tell us eithto* in tlu' 
affirmative or in th(‘ negativ(‘. InsK^ad of doing that, I am extremely sony 
that tdu^ official or officials who pr(‘-part‘d the answer to the interpellation only 
tri(ul to fen(;(‘ with the mattm* and Wtanted to evade the issue by giving us 
answers wliich rtially did not mei^l- tlu^ points that had been raised. As an 
instance, my Lord, 1 will refer th(‘ bhiuncil to some of the answm-s which hav(‘ 
b(‘en given to-day ; e.(f., Question V ( llnstarri^d) put by tlu^ Hon’bh' Babu 
Bhalxnidra (diandra Ray.” 


Th(‘ PiiEsiDKNT said : — 

” ()rd(*r, ord(M*. 1 must call tln^ atttnition of the llon’l>h‘ Membt r to rule 
17 of tli(‘ (Question Pules vvlnddi says that no discussions shall be permitted in 
r(^si)ect of any (pn^stion or any answer given to a (pn^stion. 1 und(*rst,and the 
Iloii’bh^ Member S(huus to be showing a tcmdency to t ransgress that rul(‘ and 
1 ho])(^ that in <h(' subsi'ipnuit r»unaidvs which he may make In^ will endeavoiii 
to red'rain from doing so.” 

Th(‘ Ilou’bh' Maulvi Fazl-ui -Haq continuing said : — 

‘‘ 1 must bow to your Fxcellen(*y’s decision. Although 1 have not the 
])arlicular rule before nuL J understand the rule to mi^an that as soon as an 
ansvv('r to an int.er])(dlat ion is givtui it is not open to a member of this ( Council 
to enter Into a discussion with a member of iho GovornmMit on tlu^ ])oint. 
Ibit I think I hat- it is perfectly^ ojien to us, in speaking on a resolution, to reler 
to a ri!j)ly giviui in this (doun(‘ri and discuss it from our points of view. Tin' 
particular rule that has b(*en road to me, I submit, does not preclu<h‘ a 
discussion of the rejdy which has been given to an interpellation. 

My Lord, the time at my disposal is short and it is really too late in tin* 
day to spend any further eloquence on the matter on which so many speakc rs 
have already sjDokeii and on which an ides have appeared in the public pr(‘ss. 

^'But, what I was going to submit for Your Excellency’s consideration was 
tlie fact that instead of giving a plain and direct answer Government really 
tri(Hl to withhold the information whicli was sought simply for information’s 
sake. 1 can assure Your Excellency that neither the Ilon’ble Balai 
Bhabendra Chandra Ray nor Babu Akhil Chandra Datta wanted to transgn'ss 
tin* rules of etiquette and good-feeling, and it was only fair to them that 
the information should have been given, but instead of that Governnn'U^ 
says to-day that the Inspector-General had before him not merely tlic 
discussions in Council but also the comments that appeared in the public 
press. 1 am extremely’ sorry, my Lord, that this answer should have h(*cii 
given by a member of the Government .and especially by one whose mother- 
tongue itself is English. I submit that the eloquence to which reference 
has been made must be with reference to speeches and cannot refer tc 
comments in the newspapers. I do not wish to enter into an elaborate 
discussion of what (‘kxiuence really m^ans, but reading the Inspector-General ^ 
report, one is at (nee led to think that he must have referred to speeches 
and not to Avritten comments. We really do not speak of eloquence 
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written comniont. Secondly, my Lord, ihe |)oiiit was wlu'tlirr t hr nd'iMX'iicr 
had been made to the speeches of Iho meinhrrs of this ('uinuvil. ^^>s »u’ no 
would have bc^en quite sufficient and no explanatory words were called (or. 
My Lord, I do not wish to say more on this ]»oint, lu'cause ^'oiir 
Kxcellency’s rulini^ is that the replies i^iven in this ('oiineil are not 
open to further comment. The reason why I think this itanark should l>(‘ 
c>xpunged from the Police Report is t'Xtreiin'ly obvious. \\ t' are lu're to 
assist the GovernriKOit, and while 1 think that it, is t‘xt l einely iin foi t iinatc' that 
we should be compelled to discuss tln'sc* mattm-s ])ublic*ly in this ^ oiineil it is 
also our bounden duty to point out to Your Kxei'lh'ney that it is almost impos- 
sible for us to discharge otir duti(‘s faithfulh’ and eonseient.iously iT ^\(' are 
haunted with the idi^a that the rmnarks which we m.aki* in t his (huinell will 
b(^ subject to criticism by Heads of 1 >e]iartm(Uit,s, criticisms which w(' cannot 
hav(‘ any o[)portunit 3 ’ to answer. If the I nspt'ci.or-( 1 emn-al wantt'd any 
defeiuhn* from the attacks that ha<l Ixhmi inadi' on thi‘ jioliey of his depai't- 
ment, I b(dievn>, there are S(‘.veral of that category in this very (htuncil ami 
it was certainly not his businc^ss in writing out tln^ annual r(‘i>ort of the 
department to take upon himself the functions whitdi can ])roperly !»(> ]n‘r- 
formed by the Hon’ble Member of this (Council — -M mean tin* ollieial mmnbers, 

'Fhen, my Lord, (piitt^ a|>art from tin' fatU. wi* would Im* hampt'itMl in our 
duty if tlnua^ are nc) restrictions to tin' limit, to whi(di our rt'inarks <‘ould be 
criticizt'd by Heads of Di'partments, 1 think I am right in saying that the 
public at large also feel that t he powi'rs and privileges, whatevm* they may be 
of non-official members of this CounciL should not be subjiutt to crit icisms by 
the Heads of Departments. Indians as a riih* are not vt'iy familiar with tin' 
Parliamentaiy procculure or with what happi'iis in Knglatid, wln'ti Miunbers ol 
Parliament rise to criticize the (Jovernnn'iit and when thos(‘ i(‘])r(‘S('nt ing t he 
< I ove.rnnn'iit gi v(^ replies and d(d(md tlie Pi'ovincial ( Jovt'rninenl . Indians 
g('in‘rally look upon one’s power and i)rivileg(‘S by tin' «‘Xt('nt, to wlnhdi 
j)rot(u;tion is given by Governnumt to tin' exo'rcisi' of ihose powei*s and 
privileges by particular persons, and if the public at large conn' to (‘nt.ertain 
the view that an llon’ble Memlx'r of this (x)uncil is not immuin* Irom an 
attack by a Head of a Department, lie will at oncc' be h‘d t.o think that what- 
ev(‘r may be the honorific tith'. whi(;h may attacdi to the names of the nn'iidK'rs 
of tdiis Council they ate, so far as pn'St ig(* and honou r is e()n(‘,erm'd . mu(‘h 
below those who hav(^ to run the S('\M*ral dejiart tin nt.s ol Cioyernment . 1 

do not claim for a moment that a non-official memliei* ol this ( oumdl as 
a rule would like to get an assurance from Your h^xcellency that in point 
of official precedence or in othen* mattiu's tlu'y ar(‘ siijx'iior or inb'i'ior to Heads 
of Departments, an<l no non-official menib<*r is lille<l with any vanity on 
that point. But I wish to mak(; this jioint chaar that so far as tlu' ]>u]>li(* at 
largo is concerned, it is also tln^ duty of ( lovei'iinn'iit to set' t hat oui 

I'rt^stige and whatever honour may attach to tlu' nxunbersliij) ol t.h is ( xiunei 

may remain unimpaired. It is then and thi'ii oidythat we can bi^ useful 
coadjutors and instead of l)eing critics — and nx'rciless (unties- wc could 
be of the greatest possible help not merely in giving information to 
Kxcelloncy but also intorpnding the (o)V(*rnnient jiolicy to tlx* juibln . 

Lord, I can well understand that it is very difficult at this stag<‘ to d('|oto 
a sentence like that from a Government n'port, but the eire.unist anees aic 
als(j peculiar and although my friend the Hon’bh' t in' Mover has not indma ci 
how this course could bo ad(')pted, if Your Hxc(‘lh'n(‘y aceiqits tin* i ('Solution. 
1 would respectfully suggest that the passage Ixoleh'fc'd by a in)tiiicalion 
in the Gazette. With tliese few words 1 l)eg to suppf)rt the n'.solution. 


Fho Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

“ I £eol some hesitation in detaining the Coaiieil at this 
lengthy speech on this subject, because I apprehend I ha . if p'P'g' 
rre have already given to various questions have failed to dis.i »u o 



224 


Resolutions. 


[19th February, 


Bahu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

Hon’bl(^ Mombi'.rs o£ the illuBious under which they avo labouring, nothing that 
I can add verbally is likely to hav(^ that result. I submit that the Hon’bh* 
Members who have spoken to-day are seeing insults whore they do not exist, 
and are d(d(mding themselves against attacks that are not made. It lias been 
taken for granied that this remark was an attack upon the dignity of this 
Council. 1 deny that it is an attack upon anj^body or upon the dignity of this 
(Jouncil in particular, and when we hear of ‘ the vomiting forth of violent 
fulininations ’ and ‘ direct attacks ’ and ‘ impertinent criticisms I submit that 
Ilon’ble Members are indulging in the language of hyperbolt? and exaggeration. 

Now, let us take iln^ full statement as it was made. It ran : — 

‘ A good deal of eloquenc(; lias lately been expended on the subject of 
increas(Ml (ixiieiiditure on tln^ police, but if an ofliciont and contended polic(* 
forces is desired, it must Ix', paid for. A high degree ol efficiency can 
hardly b(‘- (‘X])(^cted from an underpaid, undermanned and badly housed force, 
d{‘fiei(mt l)()th in clothing and (*quipment. A considerably larger expendi- 
ture will hav('. to b{*. faced btdore the urgtmt needs of the department can 
be satis litxl’. 

1 maintain, Sir, that, taking that remark as a vvhol(\ it is a reasonable 
comment, by a responsible H(;ad of a l)i'.i)artnu‘nt on a matter of great 
im]iort.anc(‘ to his departiiKuit ; what lui is pressing is that if efficiency is to 
l)e. niaintaim^d, t Ikui, in his vi(‘W, morti money must bo spent , ddial. is ;ni 
opinion which any man may well have formed on considerat ion of all the 
sourec^s (»f information which, as has been said in one of our answers, wei'(^ 
available to liim — from his reading of the n('wspa])ers, Ihs reading of tin' 
])ro(‘e(‘dings of this (hmncil, his conversations with his acxjuaintaiKU'S — ami 
int(^.rpr(^ting the. sentence as eonv(‘ying tin; impression left on the mimi 
of th(^ 1 nsp(‘etor-Genm*al of Police* as to tin* vit‘W of tliis matter which 
prevailed in (pertain (piarters, 1 say it was not an unreasonable exjiressioii 
and that no attacik m'c.d inlernxl from its us(‘. This Council rangc*.s ovt'r 
a large field of subjects. vSuia^ly it is not to be eontt'inUul that any rmnark 
made by an official in a ix^port. relative to an administrative qin^st.ion with 
vvhicih he is naturally concerned as the Head of the D(‘partinent is to be 
taken as derogatory to the dignity of this (Council, merely because some om* 
in (k)uncll may have toinduMl upon tin*, same point. The Head of the I)o|)art- 
ment may rightly havt' read and considere 1 what was said in this (Jouncil 
with ndei’ence totin' vl(;j)artmon t of which he is in charg(', but lu^ has many 
otlu*r sources of information, and surely it is a somewhat exaggerated view 
of th(' Ix'arings ot our discussions on the minds of the public to assuim' 
that any comments made on administrative subjects are necessarily derive<i 
from, and with reference to, remarks which have been made here. 

As regards the etymological argument that ‘eloquence' must refer to 
something spoken, may I merely mention such frequently heard expressions 
as ‘ eloqU(>nt ’ articles, ‘ eloquent ’ newspaper writings, ' eloquent ’ descrip- 
tions and the like, are all common expressions in the English language. 

It has already bi>en said on behalf of the Inspector-General of Polict* 
in answer to a question to-day, that ho had neither sedely nor even mainly 
in his mind what had been said in this Council. The honour of the Council 
is necessarily dear to any member of Government, and so long as Ills 
Excellency occupies the position of President, he is not likely to allow it 
to be infringed. But we cannot agree to accepting a resolution which infers 
that one of our responsible Heads of Departments has committed an indiscre- 
tion, which he distinctly disclaims and for imagining the commission of whieli 
we can see no justification." 

The Ilon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, as wo apprehended the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler has 
defended the Inspector-General of Police. He said that it was not an 
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attack ; of course there is nothing innately ]K‘rvorso in our nalan‘ that wo 
should see insult where there is really ntma and ]n*eeis(‘ly for that reason a 
question was asked at the last inec'ting as to whetlu'r or not thert' was an 
insinuation. If a straightforward answer had Ikmmi given at tin' last nn^'ling 
then we \vould not ]H)ssil)ly have hrought forward this n'solution m lo-day’s 
meeting. We have been compelled to bring forward t his rt's* >1 ul ion as an 
inevitable result of th(‘ answer that, was given at tin' last inoeting. It 
Itas been said that wo have indulged in hyperboh*. Ainl has not. My Lord. 
Sir Henry Wheeler expemhul so iniieh ehniiumee nei'dlessly in doseiihing 
oiir position with respect to this matt('r ? It is said that tin' Inspcetor- 
(leiieral has reasonable ground for saying so in Ids re]>ort. With your 
Lordship’s permission I shall submit that, when tin' obseiwation was alhnvod 
to be made in the Administration lu'port then' was eonnnitted only a sin oT 
omission but now an additional sin of commission luis been committed by 
upholding or justif 3 ’ing it. It is not only tin' non-olVu'ial nn'inbt'is but als(» 
th(^ official membei’s who should Ik' ke(m about, tin' honour of this (’oiineil ; 
and yoiii* Lordship will excuse' me for a bit. of frankni'ss — it may be the 
judgment of t he official nu'mbers of t hisOouncil may be sonu'wlnat uncon- 
sciously inlluenced l>y tin' consideration that In' is more' an ollicial like 
the Insjiector-General of Polict' than a nnunbt'r of this (Jouneil.” 

A division was tak(*n with tin' following result : — 


Aij€8—17. 


XnrS — J S . 


'I’lio Hon’ 


l)](' 


Sir itaji'iidra Natli Mi'okcrjcc, K.< i.v. 
l>i . Nilratan Sai Kar. 

Kiiniar Sliili 8lu U tiarcnliwai Jtay. 

Halai nrojoinlra KihIkif Jtay t’liandlnio. 
Mr. Arun Chandra Si(tjj:;lia. 
liai Dobandcr Cliiind(.T (iliOh<‘ iUdiudtir. 
liui Itadliu Clinraii Pal Paluulnr. 

Mnnlvi Alail KaH<*ni 
Maiilvi A. K. Fa/l-uI-Ha'j. 

Khan Siiliih Ainan Ali. 

Bahn Bliaht'ndra C'liandra I.*ay, 

Itahu Akhd Cdiainlia Outta. 

Uni Malii'inlra (diurnlra Mitra Bahu<fiii. 
Balm Snri ndia NaLli Uajv 

,, Mnh(*ndru Xath Uay, ( .i.K. 

,, Kialiori Mohan Chniidhnri. 

And)i( a (’Imran Mazniinlai. 


Tin- H on’hir Sir 1 1 i‘nr\ W 1 mm 1» i , k i .i f i 
,, ,, ,, Sato'ndia rr.iK.'inriH Sinlia. Ki 

,, ,, Mr. (i ('nmniiiii-’, < s i.. < i K. 

, ,, (k .1 Slrx'cnKoii Moon , ( V,'* 

,, ,, ,, 1 J1 Jo rr, < .s I., < I.K. 

,, ,, d 1 ><Miald, < .1 f 

,, n S S O’Mallny 

,, ,, , F. A A ( ou l< N 

,, la. ('oloiM‘1 W. J. ihn liMiian. t i k 

I M K. 

„ ,, Mr C. II Boni) ).U 

,, ,, W’.C. Woi dHWoit h 

,, „ ,, C. F. Pa\nc. 

,, F B. II Pantmi. 

ihn I'li^a Nath Miikhur)i liMlindm, 
i.s.<». 

,, ,, Ml d. Ma< Kon/H‘ 

,, \V. 11. II Ardtoi WimmC ( 1 I- 

,, ,, ,. 10 A. M. art in 

1 1 U. A. Ii in. 


ddiC follovvii]g nn'inbers were ubst'iit : — 

The Ilon’ble Mr. T. C. V, Gibbons, K.o. 

,, the Nawab Lahadur of Murs}d<labad, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o. 

,, ,, Mr. Aminur Hahman. 

,, Raja llrishikesh Laha, f.i.k. 

,, ,, Mr. R. Glen. 

,, Rev. Dr. G, Howells. 

,, ,, Mr. Provash Chunder Mitt<*r. 

,, ,, tlm Maharajadhiraja 15ahadurof Hurdwan, k.c.s.i , K.f.i.c 

T.O.M. 

,, ,, Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, (m.k. 

,, ,, Mr. F. W. Carter, r.i.K. 

,, „ K. IL Eden. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

„ „ Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

,, ,, ,, Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Rahadur. 

„ „ Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

The ayes being 17, and the Noes 18, the motion was lost. 
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Bahu Akhil Chandra Daita. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 24. 

The Ilon’ble IIahu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following ros(H 
lution : — 

This Council recomnuuids tf> the Governor in Council — 

(a) that a Coniinittoc; (‘onsistlng of tlie Hon’hle Sir S. P. Sinha, t[i(> 
Hon’blc Mr. .J. O. Camming, Sir Gurudas lJaneri(M\ 
Sir K. G. Giipt^ and the Hon’bh^ Maulvi A. K. Faz-lul-IIaq 
he formed to inquire into the case of the two women of 
Haiikura both named Sindhuhalas ; 

{h) that th(^ result of the said inquiry bo piiblislied in the shape of 
a communique ; and 

(c) that if the Committee firnl tliat tlu‘ arrest of oiu^. or both of th(' 
two women was unjustifiable, suitable ])unishnient be awarded 
to the (dlieer or oHic(n*s responsible for tlnur arrest. 


Ho said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, hav(‘, been assured that llu' l>eftuie(‘ of India Act is not an 
‘ ()p{)r('ssion of India’s Act for tlu' ])rostHniti()n of innocent young men ’. 
hav(^ i)ovn assured Idiat the Act is administ(u-(‘d with tln^ utmost consideration 
and (urcuniSf)(‘C.tion and that tlu‘ personal liberty of His Majesty’s subjecth 
is nev(n* lightly interfered with. JUit the case of th(‘ two Sindhubalas and 
the Govcnmnient communique published in y(‘sterday’s ])apers havt! inadr 
disclosun^s which we cannot contemplate with equanimity and have* proved 
l)(‘yond doubt that all that glitters is not gold and that things are not wliai 
they an' nq)rescnted to be. Let us examimi the CJovornment versi(»ii 
and se(^ wlu'ther therc^ was any justification for the arrest and detention of 
the two unfortunate wonum of Jlankura. Wo are told that a slip of i)a|>(‘r 
(H)ntaining the name of one Sindhubala with her addniss was found among 
the j)aper8 of a nuunber of the revolutionary ])arty in Calcutta, and tl](' 
Criminal Invc'stigation Department, Calcutta, at onc(' telegraphed orders to 
the Superintendent of Police, Pankura. to arn'st ho,r under the Defence of 
India Act. The Governmemt communique says that the Criminal Invc'stiga- 
tion Department had reasonahle grounds for n^garding the original name 
found on the slip as suspicious. My Lord, smdi a view can only be based on 
the assumption that all relations, all fritmds, and all acquaintances of Um 
nnunbers of tlie revolutionary movement are themselves revolutionari(^s. 
Not only this, ev(m those who are known to them but to whom they 
are ptudect strangers ai'e also revolutionaries. Suppose a ]iolitical susp(Ht 
wants f,(^ communicat(^ his grievances to the Secretary of the Indian Associa- 
tion and writ(‘8 his name on an tmvelope ; then according to the dictum laid 
down in the communique it could Ix^ said that the discovery of the onvelopi' 
would constitute reasonable grounds for suspecting that llio Secretary of 1 h<' 
Indian Association was a participant in the revolutionary movement. J shall 
not labour on this point. But 1 shall say this : We have always beem told that 
the ])eoph' are never suspected unless the Criminal Investigation Department 
hav(‘ reasonable grounds for suspecting them. Am I then to understand 
that- during tin* last three or four years many of my countrymen have been 
suspected on such reasonable grounds as have been disclosed in this Govmn- 
mont communique It is now admitted that the order of the Criniintd 
Investigation Department for the arrest of a Sindhubala was an error ul 
judgment. But the two Sindhubalas in their inarticulate voice must ha'<’ 
said to the (hdininal Investigation Department : ‘ It may be an error to yon. 

it may be play to you. but it has been something more serious to us h Lrror 
of judgment — honest error of judgment — honest error made in coming to an 
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honest judgment, by an hone.<tt enquiry to get at the truth ii> eertainly pardon- 
able • and I for one never quarrel with such error.s. Ihit error of judgment 
presupposes the exercise of sonu' judgment. The question, therefore. ari.S(‘s — 
Was there any enquiry made by the (himinal Investigation l>i‘parlment before 
they came to this erroneous judgment ? Did lln> Criminal Investigation 
Department take any evidence of any kind ? Did they examine any witness ? 
Did they make any enquiry of any description wliat soever ? W as ther.' 
anything before the Criminal Investigation Department i'.\ce|)i the mysterious 
communication made to them by that magical slip ? 'I’here was not ev.-n so 
much as the statement of a police spy or informer. It is. therefore, a ease 
w’here there was no judgment, erroneous or othm-wisi it is. therelore, not a 
ease of error of judgmont. Judgment without emiuiry is an aelinwemeui ot 
\vhich the Criminal Investigation Departmmit may be proud, but 1 shall 
certainly say this that such proce<lure is rt'pugnant to all ideas ol justio' and 
fair play. Our complaint, my Lord, is that the (’rimmal Investigation Dei.rut- 
ment has boon invested with extraordinary jiowers : our comiJaint is that tlnw 
liave exorcised those powers withoutany sense of responsibility ; our (simplamt 
is that many tiersons as innocent as the two Sindhubalas admit tcdly are h;i\e 
been arrested as recklessly as they were arresUsl; our complaint is that 
many innocent men and boys have lu'eii the vicl mis ol t he over-zealous 
activities of the Criminal Investigation Department. W e have l.eeii persis- 
tently and insistently inviting the attention of the (iovernment to tl>'‘ m- 
heront defects of the general iiobcy regarding the adniinist, ration ol the 
Defence of India Act and to the outrageous injustice to which it has mevil- 
ablv led in individual casi^s. Hut w'c have always Immui told m reply tliat we 
are abnormally suspicious ; that our complaints are without any foundation. 
If I were permitted to spi^ak out with absolute frankness i would s.i.i that w, 
have all this tim(^ cried in the wilderness and failed to niake .any impr.'ssion 

upon the robust optimism of the Coveriinient, tli.at the Aet is administered 
with the utmost caai'i and scruple. I5ut, my Lord, the ease ol Sindliu- 

h.ahas and the f.acts .admitted by the Covernment m connection with tins eas,' 
have conchisively demonstrated, if any demonstr.ation wen. needed, tliat on. 
complaints were not unfounded ; that we were m t le i ig i .uu i.i n 
Oovernment were in the wrong ; that there is a screw loose ' 

nmehinery of internment and th.at there is something wrong som.-when m 
the affairs of the internment Department. 

Why should it be supposed for one moment that the case 
unfortunate women is an isolated instance oi the grievous ' .^„y 

Criminal Investigation Department? Who knows, my Loid, ' ^ 

have boon arrested and deprive.l of their persona! ^ , 

circumstances? This case is only a typical illustration I , 

of power by the Criminal Investigation Department '’' f 

owing to the fact that the victims hapi ened to be wj.mcn 
events now be recognized that the strong views he ( >> " ’ . 

countryman, Sir Rabindra Nath T.agore, on the su >je< o . I being 

unwarnanted by the manner in which tlm Defence ol Imli.i A<.l is b. mg 

administered in Bengal. 


\yi,y wa. U,o first Rindliabala j ''i',',' 

description given in the warrant. It ‘ I,,.-, mistake for 

Rurmised that the word Kamanina Cliosit in '"'j ? j. ,^,, 1 ,.,,. (;|,oso, 

Kunja Chose and thinking that one Sindhubala w I. ol 

residing in that house might be the woman nam s-iv (he least, 

arrested her. Now, the f he 

astounding and carries its own comlemn.ation . 1 , ' \ have 

most light-heartedly rushed into the B.acret *1 Supminteiidont 

feared to tread. It is of course now admittc 1 that tin, cup. i 
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arrosted a wrong Sindhubala. Tlie next question is why did ho arrest the 
second Sindiuil)ala whon th(3 order was to arrest only one woman ? She also 
did not answer the description given in the order of the Superintendent, even 
the name of the village did not tally. Tliis Sindhubala was the wife of one 
Debendra Ghose. It is seriously stated in the Government communique 
that the Superintendent began to entertain doubts whether the words 
Kamanhia might not after all h.ave been a mistake for Debendra and arrested 
lier. My Lord, the lirsl Sindhubala was arnisted because the Superintendent 
thought Kamanhia might bo a mistake for Kunja and the second Sindhubala 
was arrested because he thought Kamanhia might be a mistake for Debendra. 
It is of course now admitted that like the first Sindhubala the second 
Sindhubala is also as innocent as anybody present here. Verily, my Lord, 
we are fallen upon evil times when oven our women arc arrested on such 
pretexts as these. Was there the shadow of justification for arresting two 
wommi, one of whom the Superintendent knew was no more guilty than his 
ownself was ? Would this abnormally overzealous Superintendent arrt^st 
a third woman if he had got scent of a third Sindhubala? Possibly he had 
drawn his inspiration from that interesting hero of Uamayan who was sent 
to the mountain of Gandhamadan to fetch the plant Hishalyakarani 
but unable to rcum^nise tlu' same carrieil the entire, mountain 
over liis shoulders. We should b(‘ thankful to him that tlu^ Hankura Superin- 
tendent did not arrest the entire female ])Opulation of Hankura. 


Let us, however, see what happened aften the doubh' oiitragii. We art* 
told that tln^ Supcrint(mdent despatched a telegram to th(^ Criminal 
Investigation Department asj^ing which Sindhubala should be detaiiUMl ei 
both. We are further told that this teh^gram was de.livercMl at tdn^ Criminal 
Investigation Dc'partnumt officu^ but it was su bse(piently mislaid and it was 
nol put up before^ any officer. Tht^ la^sult. of coursi', was that mutlnu- Sindlm- 
bala was releas(‘d and both had to rot in the jail. Not recadving any re]>ly 
to his t-elegram the Sup(‘rint.i‘ndent posted his r(‘pori of tluj doubh* aria^st l<i 
tlu‘ (h'iininal Investigation Dt^partimmt. Lik(‘ tlu^ telegram this roj ort also 
reacluid the Criminal Invtjst igat-ion Departimmt ollic(‘ and like tin*, teh^grani 
this report als > failed to obtain any immediate^ attention of 1 he ( h’imina! 
Investigation Department. For wt‘ art* told that accrording to tho usual 
routine the report was inarktHl by the Special Assistant to one of th(‘ S| (*cial 
Superintendents by namt‘. d^lie latter offitun*, lu)wever, left Calcutta on 
urgent duty on the 8th January aiul t,ht* r(*,port was not seen by him till tlu* 
evening of the 11th itleiii on his rt'turn. So the poor Sindhubalas had to rot 
in the jail up to the 11th January. Hut the Sj (unal Su]3orintendent returned 
to (Calcutta on that day and let us S(*e whether one or both of the Sindhubalas 
were released without further delay. W(' are really grateful to the special 
Superintendent for we are told that he at once called for the file and sub- 
mitted it to the Deputy Inspector-General on the 12th January. V^ery well, 
let us see what ])rompt action is taken by the Deputy Ins])eotor-Goneral. 
Whj", it is seriously stated in the communique that he decided to telegraph 
to Hankura for the arrest of Debendra Ghose, husband of second Sindhubala, 
against whom grave charges had in the meantime been brought by thr 
police and deferred orders in respect of the two women until the receipt cf 
an answtM* to his telegram. But alas, avc are told that there was a misunder- 
standing about this telegram also and as a matter of fact it was not de?'- 
patched. The Deputy Inspector-General was, however, under the impression 
t hat the telegram had been sent and postponed orders about the women 
sc'veral days, expecting an answer to the telegram which had never Ix^ n 
sent. The women were no doubt spending their days in the jail but we 
cannot be too grateful to the Deputy Inspector-General, for the coiumunufi*' 
says in a tone of great self-complacency that after a week he at once carin' t<' 
the c nndusion that the two women could not be detained any longer and <ni 
the 18th flanuary recommended their release to the local Government and 
their release was at once directed. 
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Such is the interesting history ()f tho arivsf of rln' womtMi and their 
detention for 15 days in the jail as tohi in t he ( loveriiiiieiit 
As 1 was reading it, iny Lord, I was only wondering if it was and if it could 
be really the version of tht- Government. For I cannot conceivi' a grealtn* 
indictment of the Criminal Investigation Dt^pari menl than this e.xplanat ion 
itself. The most powi;rful and skilful advocati* o! Sindliulala could not 
possibly think of drawing up a im^re scathing impeachnumi of ih,> (h*iininal 
Investigation Department. are treated with tlu‘ slor\ of a stuies of 

blunders — a story of a series of sins of commission and omission eommilti‘d in 
that mysterious Department popularly known as the thiminal I n vest igai imi 
Dt^partmeiit. I do not kimw whether I should characterise this as a eoinedv 
or a tragedy of errors If, howtn'er, the story is true, it only t)roves how 

inerticiently the Department is working. Is this, my Lord. tht‘ valuabh' stM vict^ 
of the Criminal 1 n vc^stigation Department upon whom tln‘ most exfravagMiit 
eulogy is so lavishly sliowertMl in season and out of st^ason ? Thtu'e is om* 
tljing, my Lord, in the coinntunique to which I fct l bound to call Vinir Kx- 
eelleney’s attention. It is said that tlie dc^tmition of tln^ two Sindhubalas 

for a fortnight in t he jail was dm^ to a tissue of unh)iinnate but nnintmi- 
tional blunders. Hut is it not rather dillicnlt to appnH‘iat(‘ this explanation 
in view of the fact that throughout tin* whole of that fortnight the m‘vvs- 
])apers were crying hoarse ovtu- this unfortunat(‘ and outrag(M)UH incidmit ? 
Th(^ indecmit haste with whi(*h tin* order of arr(\st was pissed and executed 

was howcuuo* more than inadt^ up by the [ibnormal delay madi* in rt'leasing 

them. It appears that ‘‘hurry up” is the watchwor<l of tln^ Ch’iminal 
In vestigation Department in tin matter of arrest, whenuis “ put off t he fnul 
day” is their watcliword in the matter of ndeaste The raid on tln^ Sindhu- 
balas may l)e a feather in the cap of tln^ Criminal In vestigation Department 
hut it may be the* last straw on a earners back. Tlnu'e is afti^r all, my 
Lord, a limit (nam to oriental ]>atienc(*. Peoph^ have t(derat(^d indiscriminate 
arrests of men and boys. Tliey will never do so in tht^ (^asi* of t-heii‘ mothtu’s 
and sisters. Has the Govtumment considered for om* monuuit tin* disasti-oiis 
etVe(.‘t of t-he arrest- of Sindhubalas upon the female population of the country 
ill gcmeral and of Hankura in particular? Om^ Sindhubala had a child in 
her arms. Will not that child imbilxj an ill-will towards the ( lovi^rnnient 
with the milk from tlu^ mother’s breast? ddiere was a child in the womb 
of the otluu- Sindhubala. Will not that child be born with a sjxxui in its 
mouth (*oated with anything l)ut gooilwill towards the (lovmnment which 
has pers(3cuted its iimther for nothing? In view, my Lord, of the f.ir-n^acdi ing 
etiects of such reckless arrests, it bchovu^s Your Kxeelbuicy to institute 
a cari^ful and searching enquiry regarding the in^ddmil and award suitabh» 
])uni8hment to all those wlio are responsibh; for it and who hav(^ thereby 
exposcMl th(^ Government to such unsavoury criticism. ^our J^ordship should 
also order sucli 8te])s to be taken as may make the nicurromce ol such an 
incident in future impossible, ddie short-sighted and bigoted policy ol not 
washing the official dirty linen before the public will no longer do. It is an 
old and explo ded shibboleth vvliich must now lx? cast to the winds. Jhibbh? 
opinion must now l)e reckoned with. It will not put up with such condm t 
eii the part of the public servants. The time is gone when public* servants 
used to lord it ovei*, riding roiigUsbod over the feelings o( the peoj)Ie- ; t-he> 
time has come vvdieri public servants must be servants of tin? fmblic not 
nieroly in the sense that they receive their pay out of tin? taxes paid by the 
public, l)ut ill the sense that they exist only to serve the public. As Lord 
Morley (then Mr. Morley) wrote to Lord Minto : — 


‘That system (system of arbitrary rulej ma^' have worked in its own 
in old days, and in those days the people may have had no particular 
^Ijjection to arbitrary rule. But, as you have said to me scores of times, the 
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old (lays are gone and tin* new times Lrcnithe a new spirit ; and we eiinnot 
carry on upon t-lie old maxims.’ 


My Loid. tlu' peoples demand that a S(.*aieliing enquiry Ix^ made and 
suitable and deterixmt yuinishment be meted out to all these who are resyion- 
sible lor tln^ unjust and unnet-essary harassment (.>1 the two women.” 


The llord/h‘ Uai Uehkndkk (dirNDEU Ghose IIahadei: said ; — 

“ My Lord, 1 would ae(*e.];t tin* facts as they have beim aceeptcM 
by tliis ( j ov(‘rnmt*nt, in th(‘ (./fticial con>niun{fjne in the rn^ws^papeu's of 
(Calcutta yesterday, and I hav(^ no int-imtion of crit icising the statemcuits 
which have been accejUtxl by Your Excellency’s Government. My Lord, 
we are gratified in ols(‘rving tln^ spirit which has animatcal Your 
Ex(u*ll(‘ncy ’h Government in issuing the cornrnuidijxie wliich apyx'ared 
in th(^ Gab'utta paptu's yestcu’day about, t}u‘ subject of my Ho!i’l)l(> frieuid’s 
motion. T1 k‘ Governiiuuit have^ already nut my hon’bh* fricuid’s dmnand 
more than halLway in this regrettable business. Governimuit, it sex ins 

has v(‘ry carefully considered all the lactsof thecast^and have inforimxl 
t,h(‘ ]'ul)lic of tlu'ir own vi(‘W in tln^ mattei-. It has said that the or(U*r lor 
arr(‘st, sent from the seat of tju* Goytu-nment to tin* Lankura Lolica' SujX'rin- 
t(uident was wrong. l>ut it has not said anything about any ])unishnu'nt 
for any oflic(‘r high or low through whos(‘, candt ssm^ss and want of judgment 
the two villag(' women of Lankura were arre^sted and key)t in ]>ris()n for 
about, two weeks, ddie officcu’S concerned have t his much to be said in their 
favour that th(‘y hav(‘, in the past Ixxm (uicourai^xx! in thes(‘ courses, that 
tlieir predecessors in office^ havt' b(‘en doing the sanux and that highhanded- 
ness is the traditiem of tin* police, who are other wist' a me st usidul body 
of yuildic servant s. In tin* jiresent instance tlie Lrt'ss has si*rved llu' country 
very wx'll. ]>ut bn- t-Iudr p(‘rsist(‘nt references to this unluqipy incnchuit 
in this r(‘niot(* cormu* of Lxmgal, 1 doubt very much wdiether thi' dettmlion 
in jail of these two supy>osed sus] ects would liav(^ tt'rminated after two 
we( ks. In this country :nt(‘rference with perscmal liberty is mad(* generally 
in a light-hearted manner by the Ex(‘cutive, and judging from reexmt evtots, 
w^onu'Ti h(‘rc‘ do not get t he sam(> aimaunt, of cc>nsideration in their hands as 
their sisters in England. Your Excelhuu-y tio doubt remcmbeis the incidents 
of the Cass (;asi‘ in London wdiicli tool: placx^ some years ago. An innocent 
shop girl of t liat name had to leave her busim^ss ] lace at a very lat(‘ hour 
in the evening, and w-as passing by a street alone, w hmi an . over-zealous 
police constable arrested her, and kept h(‘r in tlie lock-up for a few hours. 
It created such a sensation in England that I believe the Home Sectrc'tary 
had to resign and make a scapt'goat of himself. My Lord, I implore 
your government to caution the police in their pursuit of anarchical criminals 
amongst the wc'inen folk of th(‘ country. If they did that, they would be 
increasing the virus of anarchism, instead of lessening it. The present 
case is an illustration of th(‘ flimsy grounds upon which the police of the 
country proceed to deprive a person of his personal liberty, and of the ill 
effect, u])on the feeling of the people, of their wdld and injudicious proceed- 
ings. It is not necessary in the interests of go(xl government to drag out 
a woman from her home because her husband or brother w^as a suspect 
and photograj'hs of revolutionaries were found in her room. And whether 
you are prepared or not to mark your disapproval of the conduct of the officers 
concerned in the manner suggested by the words of the motion of my 
Hon’ble friend, you can do some reparation to the victims of your act, 
and the least you can do is to give adequate money compensation to the two 
injured women. This will not only soothe their feelings, but will have a 
very wholesome effect on the country — a thing more to be prized than the 
fetish of prestige/’ 
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/ja^^c Mahf^ndra yath Hay; Sir Ilenr}; Whveltr. 

Tlie Ilori’ble J^Aur Maiikndka NATii Kay isaid : — 

"My Lord, with yoiiie hesitation hut with a Tull s(‘nse of my 
res| onsil)ili..y as a r(*presentati vt^ inernl»(n- oi Your Kxctdltniev's Council 
1 support the motion. It seems to nu^ that tlu‘ official ram imuuqae diH‘s mu' 
conclude the matt(*r. Tht^ thin^x wliich strikes me most is that, the officud 
re/n disci os('S sonu^ principh‘s upon wliich the Criminal I n vest iirat lon 
Department work. 1 was tryinu- to rormula(<‘ t lumi to th(‘ hest of my power 
and without pn^judicc, and 1 find that one may say without hein^ ^uilt \' of 
verbal or substantial inae(*uracy that the princi])les U])()n which the Criminal 
Invc'stig'ation Departnumt act aia- (P ('very ptu-son. man oi* woman, whose 
name appears on any ))aper belon^in^ to a suspect, shall la* ana*stod, rl) 
an}^ body answering to the name may Ix' arn'stixl on suspicion witinnit 
adeciuate empiiry as to Ids idemtity. If thc' ('rirninal Investigation D(‘pari- 
nicnt act upon principh>s like tlu'Sc, it is high timi' that t In'n* should l»c a 
thorough and silting empdry into tliest' cas('s ; AvlH^tlnu* the ]>arl.iciilar foian 
of t'nquiry suggested in tlu' motion will be adexjuate or not is auotlu'i’ 
matt(^r. 

The official rcz/z/nt/n/y/o' says that in din'cting tlu' arr('st of the woman 
C5oncerned tin* (Calcutta anthoritic'S of the Criminal Investigation Deparf.nu nl 
were guilty of comndtting an t'rror of judgmmit. I accept, that stat.(‘meiit 
with gr(>at satisfaction, hut it is in'ci^ssary and it is <lii(‘ to tin' ouldic that. 
Government should say t hat t he Criminal 1 n vestigal ion 1 >(‘])artment aia* n(»t 
competent t.o ai'rt'st (‘very person, a man or a woman, whost* nanu' upjx'ai's on 
any papi'r i)elonging to a susp(‘ct. or that anybody answ('ring to a name should 
not be arrested on suspicio?' without any a(hHpiat(‘ (‘uquiry as to idtmtity. All 
this of camrsf* is quite afiart from the pc'rfunctory a(‘t of the Sii p(‘rint('nd(‘nt. of 
Police who arreste'd tin' t\vo women aiis waudng to tlu* name and who k(q)t t In'm 
under arrest or in jail for two wm-ks. That is a mattf^r which Govt'rnmmii is 
no doubt ('iiquiring into and in n'gard to which bi overntm'ut will pass propi'r 
orders, but having regard to the lU'asons I hav(' vi'ntun'd to phnn* iM'foia* i he 
House, I think it is a matten- which is not conclinh'd by tin* ollicial ronuNuaitjur. 
1 have nodoubt t here Is no memlx'r in this House wh(» will subscnndx.^ to smdi 
principh's formally and that it is high time that by way of cxfin^ssion of our 
disapproval of siudi supf)os((d principles we should not stop here*, ]»ut that we 
should la^quest (L)VU‘rnmcnt to have a thorough and sifting entjuiry made* into 
tlie matter by an indep(*ndent authority who will not. lx* inlhu‘ncc'>l by 
the principh's on which tlu‘ (Criminal Inva^stigation Department obviously 
work.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Hknky Wheklkk said : — 

My Lord, in dealing with this la^solution, I propr)S(* 1 o conlim* mysc'lf, 
as far as possible, to its terms and to the definite^ pi’opusals made tluu’cin. 
These are three in number : Jirsf, that an enquiry lx* insiituted by (u*rtain 
genrdemen ; secondly, that a co m tminique- b(* issued, and thirdly^ that the 
officers held responsible be punisluxl. 

On behalf of Government I exf>res8 our inability to acce])t that resolii*' 
tion on the following grounds : in the first f)la<x' an (*n(juiry has a]r(*ady 
been held, the facts have been elicited, and a full and franR htatt*ment has 
been laid befcjre the public ; secondly, a conifnunique has alr(5ady issued, and 
finally, we propose to communicate to the officers concerned the expression of 
disapproval which is conveyed in the communique. To officers in their 
position it is no small punishment to be told publicly that they have com- 
^Yiitted an error of judgment. Apart from these points, I would only notice 

criticism that has been made to-night of the supposed reckless and 
unjustifiable attitude of the police in assuming that there are reasonable 
pounds for suspicion against all relatives or connections of any man who is 
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regarded as connected with the revolutionary movement. In defence of the 
police there are several considerations which should be borne in mind in 
judging of what they did. It is the common experience of these investiga- 
tions and arrests made in circumstances such as these of members of the 
revolutionary party that names and addresses are found among their papers 
(frequently in cypher) indicating the names of p^ost-boxes, harbourers and 
sympathisers. This has been proved up3 to the hilt hy actual experience. 
Ai'ain. in this f)articiilar instance enquiry showed that other names found in 
the hatch of pjapers were of pt^ople of this character. Further, although the 
pmson concerned in this cas(‘ was a woman, it has unfortunately been the 
experience that women an*, being utilised in this movement in these capaci- 
ties. ddiese facts are to be remembered in justification of what has been 
re, .resented to-night to have been an absolutely unjustifiable suspicion on 
tin*, part of the police, but, as I have said. Government consider that an error 
of judgment was committed, and in informing the officers concerned to that 
effect, intend to prevent, as far as j)ossible, the recurrence of such incidents 
in futures by directing that orders concerning wonum should not be passed 
without a ])rior refertmee to Government. That being so, 1 submit that we 
have taken reasonable action, and that tlie further stt*ps asked for in the 
resolution are not required.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhii. Ohandka Datta said : — 

My Lord, 1 do not like to add anything by way of reply, for I do not 
think there is anything that is necessary to be said. I would only say one 
word in answer to iht* Hon’be Sir Henry Wheeler. It apj^ears to me to be 
a dangiu'ous principle to lay down that whenever th(*ro art' in any ])aper8 
names found, experience has shown that there is a real ground for 
suspicion that these people are dangerous. A man may have relations, 
friends and acquaintances. Necessarily the names of thest^ people mviy 
come in some pa])ers and books, and merely because their names are found 
in any of the papers bt‘.longing to a member of the revolutionary party, should 
one come at once to the conclusion that they must be revolutionary cons- 
pirators and then order their arrest and say that th(u*e is reasonable ground 
for their arrest ? 1 do not know wheth(*r 1 have done service or dis- 

service by bringing up> this resolution as the action of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Departnnuit seems now to receive the ap)probation of a responsible 
member of Government. It is a case of from the frying pan into the fire. 
1 do not think that any justification in defence of the Criminal Investi- 
gation Department was admittedly nc'cessar}^ in a case like this. In view 
of the injustice done, a word of consolation might have been used ; instead 
of that an attem]>t has been made to justify the procedure adopted by the 
Criminal Investigation Department, However, I do not think that the reply 
of th(' Hon’ble Wir Henry Wheeler really merits any reply from me.” 


The President said : — 

“ Perhaps it will not be out of place if 1 say a few words to the Council. 
1 vise to do so because 1 think that the Hon’ble Member who has just sat 
down has misinterpreted a remark which was made l)y the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler. But before I touch on that particular point, let me say, 
on behalf of the Government, that we take no exception at all to the action 
wliich the Hon’ble Member has taken in moving this resolution, and so far 
as I myself am concerned, I take no exception to the tone or substance of 
his speech or of the speeches of other Hon’ble Members in connection with 
this matter. Undoubtedly it is the duty of Members of the Council to 
bring matters of public importance to the attention of the Government and 
to voice the views of the publia with regard to them. So I say that we take 
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no exception at all to the action ^vlli(•h tlu‘ Hon ’hie Meniher has taken in 
bringing lorward this rescilution. 


Now the Jloii'hV^ Meniher has inferred from a rt inark hy Sir Hmiry 
Wlieeler that it. was t,lu* pra(;tice in the ('riniinal Investigation Deparlinent 
to aria'st. without fu rt her enquiry any txa-scin whose name might ap]>(\ar upon 
any document found in the poss<‘ssion of a man tallier known to he or 
8URp(H‘t(Hl to he a menih(‘i- of tlu' revolutiona i-y parly. 1 don't think that' 
tliat was a strictly aeeui-ate int tuqua^t at ion of what Sir 1 1 miry W’het'hu- said. 
Unless iny memory plays nn' lalst', what Sir Ihmry W heelei* sanl was that 
the exp(M*i(‘nee of t ln‘ past had shown that wlnui tin' nann'S of pta-sons 
were found in cy] liier among t Ik* ])ap(‘rs of a man who had lM‘(‘n sliowii to 
the satisfaeticm of the (roveminent to lu^ connected with t In* rovolut ionary 
movennmt, — (.*x]H‘i-i(*nce in the* jiast liad shown that. 1 In'St* pei’soris were 
almost invanaldy synqia tli isers and aid(‘rs of i he mov(‘m(‘nt, not iioei'ssariJy 
in t'l major (h^gia'C hut g(*nerally in a minor <lr^gr(‘(*, sympat h isi'rs ulio 
provided what is known as post boxes for tin* eorn'spondenet ' of the UK'Uihers 
of the ri'Vol utaona ry jiarty, or sympat. Ii isi ‘i‘s in that tln*y assist(*d tin* momhers 
of the revolutionary pa rt y to a l>sc*ond . I fool that all lloihhli* Menih(U-s who 
listi*ned eaia^lully to what Sii* Ibmry W h(*<‘]('r sanl will heai* mo mit when 
1 say that this is what he said ami what he int.(*nded to suggest. 1 e(‘rtainly 
did not understaml him l<> say that, it was t ho i'(*gulai- firaetnu* for t Ik* 
(/riininal I n xa'st iga tion 1 )(.*])artmont. to arrest without (‘n(juii\\' any pi'rson 
whose names weix* iOumI umlor any eireumsttinca* in any (|oeuin(*nt diseoverc'd 
in tin* pos>(*ssion (»l‘ sus|K‘el.e<l j>oi*sons. It sooins to m«‘ that tt is \’ery 
desirable that this ]M)lnt should he im'nh* clear. In connection with that all 
that I wish tc' sa\' is this, that tin* (io\'ernmont ha\a‘ frankly admitted that, 
in this cast* an eri’or of judgmt'iit was math* ami that tin* ( o )\'ei nnnnt r(‘gret 
that It should have hotm so. It must ix* ohx’niiis to ex'oryl'ody that it is lar 
more to the inter(*st of tin* (Tovernim*!! t than of anyom- else that errc/rs oT 
judgimuit of this kind should not, lx* coinmittcMl. It is ih * ( * o\-ern nn*n t. that 
have* to hear tin* responsi lulity for that. lion hie Memhors may r(*st assured 
that it was no nit*r(* c*n)pt y words which Sir llonry W heeler s))ok(‘ when he 
said that oi*d(‘rs had h(*(*n issued which would, so lar as jiossihh*, ])revent 
in the futuia* any similar error of judgment, being (‘ommitted, and he stated, 
I tliink sp(*cifieally, that, in any case in which the police lead leasonahh; 
grounds in iiituia* ior susjieeting a Jady, action should not he taken agaiiisi her 
until tin* matter had h('en rel’erred to ( ioxanai ‘rn'ii t. lion hie Members will 
understaml, 1 hopta that it is our intention to guard, so lar as it is poHSjhl(‘, 
against, any siindar errors of judgiinuit in lutur<*. 

It may not perliaps lx* out of ])laee il I I'einind llon’hh^ Members 
in tliis e.onm*e(ion that tin* task which has been l.’iid upon tin* .'shoulders 
of the ( 7 r)\'t“rn men t is a x’ery heax'y om* and oni* whn h has uf'ver been 
of their own st*(*king, hut it was a task which was Coreed upon them 

liy out rage*s and by crumbs. It. sometimes serins to nn* that, both in the 
pr(*ss and on the jilatforrn, as a r(*sult of tin* natural (h^.-^ire on tin* part 

of tin' spokesiin.*n of the f>uhlic to see rlial ihest* extraordinary powers 
which tin* ( *ov<*rnim*n t are exercising aia* exei'cised as justly as possible, 
they do sometiirins lose sight of all the horror and the misery that the public 
themselves have b(x*n saved frrim as a result of the action which the Gov^^rn- 
ment have been eompelhxl to takr*. I vemtui’e to leavaj tliat for the 
consideration of the Council, that when they art* considering these matters, let 
them understand that it is in the interest of the public themselves that the 

Government has taken this action, and that if it had not been taken, if these 

extraordinary powers had not been exercised by tli© Governmexit during the 
past year or two, w© shonld undoubtedly have seen a continuance and pro- 
bably an increase of that horrible series of crimes and outrages which 
blackened the histoiy of Ben^l for a period of something like ten years. 
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I hopo that lion’blu lutjnihevs will not think that 1 have taken too i 
upon inyaelf in making these observations. "1 he matter umler consider 
is one for which T, as the head of the Government, must take full rof 
siliility. So long as members of this Council are satisfied, as I trust they 
that rhe Government are at all times desirous of doing everything that lit 
their power to prevent the miscarriage of justice and to prevent the infli 
of hardships on innocent persons, so long I say as the mmnbers of this ('o 
are satisfied that this is the position of Government, 1 am prepared to let 
mattei’ rest tliere.” 

The Hori’ble Babu Akiiiu Chandra Datta said ; — 

“In view of your Lordship’s kind assiiraiioe, I bog leave to vvitlidrav 
Resolution.” 

Thf^ Resolution was then, b}^ leave of the President, withdrawn. 

Tlie Hoii’ble SiK Hp:nry Wheeler said : — 

“ Sir, as 1 do not wish that there should be any possibility of^ inisui 
standing in couneetion with this incident, may I, with Your Excelle 
permission, add one word. In my ndereuice to the papers frequently f 
among the offficts of members of tin* revolutionary party, I think I used 
woi’ds ‘ in eireiimsl.anct^s such as thes(\’ I rebu’nM.l to tlie names Irequ 
found jott<‘d down on scraps of paper and in pocket liooks among the ]>r 
papers of tht^se men. Such names are sometimes in c'ypher and some 1 
enelnir. In this ])articular instance there W(*re naintis in cypher, but 
nann^ of Sindhiibala Pasi was en clair.'' 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Tl^e (/ouinhl was then adjourned to 'J’uesday, tin* oth March, 191 
11 A.M., at Government House, Calcutta. 

A. M. HUTCHISON. 

Secy, to the (rovf. of lierigil and 
Serif, to the Bengal Legislature Council ( 

Calc r r i a. 

The llth March. I9IS, 
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'J'llE (Jouiicil luot in t lio ('oiiinnl (MiainlM !* at ( J • )V('! imunil 
(JalcuHa, on ^J'lU'sday, I lio fillr March, IIMS, at II a.m. 

Present : 

The H on’hh' SiK Uknky Wiiekekk, Ka .i.h , i . rdf-/'/ 

y * residing. 

TIkj JJo|i’I)1(‘ SiK’ SaIYENDIvA IhiASANNA SiNllA. Kl. 

The II Oll’hle Mk. f). (i. ('HMMINCE (’.S.l., (’.I.K. 

The Mli. (d d. S I KVKNSoN-MoolvK, C.V.o. 

The llon’hh^ M K\ J. Donald, ( .i.k. 

The lloii’hlcj Mk. L. y. S. O’Malley. 

The Jloii’hle Mk. F. A. A. Oowi.ly. 

The Iloii’hh^ Li.-(Jolonkl VV. d. Blchanan, (.i.l., lm.s. 
ddie lloii’ble Mk. (h Jl. J>c»mi‘As. 

The Hoii’bh^ Mk. W. (J. Wokdsw (»kth. 

The lloiTblo Mk. (3. h\ Payne. 

The llon’bh^ Mk. E. B. 11. 1*anton. 

Thi‘ ll(Ki’ble ItAi IhiJ^A Nath Mdkhaj:.)I BAHADirj:, i.^^.o. 

The lloil’ble JSlK 1\A.IENDKA NaIH MooKEJLJEE, K.C.I.L. 

The Hon’ble Du. Nilkaian Sakkak. 

The IloiPble Mu. J. Mackenzie. 

The HoiPble Mu. W. H. Auden-Wood, ch.e. 


1 louse. 


esidi ot ( , 



ll(»!ri)l(' IiA.IA IluiSHIKKSI! LmIA. C.l.K. 


Tli(‘ Hon’Mc Ukv. J)u. a. IlovvKLLs. 

II()ll’hl(' Kl MAK Slim SnKKIlAlilv^VVAi; liAY. 

Till' r»AHn l>i:<>.IKNI)KA K i^iiok Kav ( 'maiidiiuki. 

Ilon’hic' Mi:. Auhn (^iiandka Sinciia 
TIk} llon’hlr Di:. I>ki'.a Tka^ad Saui'.adh i k ak i. ( m.i.. 

II ou’hlc K*ai hhiiKNin-.i: ('iii'Ninoi: (iiiosi-: IIahadhi:. 

'rii(^ ll(uri»lc Ml:. I"'. W. ('aki'Ki:, c.i.k. 

riu' lion l>l(' Mi: Vj. U. 

'rin‘, llon’hU' l>i:. A nDin.LA-Ai.-M amhn Sii ii i: a vv a i: nv. 

Tln^ Hon’l)l(H Mai lvi Aiuil Ka>km. 

Tlu' lloirhlr Mi:. M. Asiii:\i Ali Khan < hiai diiiii:!. 

TIh' ll(»iri)l(‘ MaI IAI a. K. KaZH-HI -I 1 Al^ 

Tilt' llon’hlt' Khan SAiiin Aman Am 

'riu' lIoiTblt^ Mk. Ai/rAi* Am. 

11it' II on’blt' Kai Si:i Nath Kav Hmiaih i:. 

ll()iri>lt' 1\Ai Maiienhua (Aiandkv Muka l>AHAi>ni;. 

Tilt' lltin’blt' lUiuT Shkendka Naih Kay. 

'i'hn lloii’blo Kaiui Kisiioin Mohan ( viiAiTDimin. 

'J'lio Hon’blo Babu Amiuka Chakan Maziimdak. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTION. 

By tlie llon'hlo Mauv l^iiAin-NnK a ("iiANniiA Itw ; - 

*1. At(‘ th(' ( iovoi iiMu^nt a\vart‘ of tli(‘ <>i>ini<ai that has <i,i is* m<'|.ooI 

ex])resse(J that thoij^irls' school;- arid zenana ai^encies art* hetoinin^ uni)o[mla]‘ »h..i /.nauM 
on account of tht* treatment rectM\(*(l In the t('ach(*rs ami respeit ahlt* zenana 
ladies from the Otliciatino* Inspect rt'ss of Schools 

Answer by tlu' lion 'hie Alt? O’Mallkv 
No/’ 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

[ Thr ANStrrr>^ tn irhlch trrrr httA c// t J k^ ttihlr ) 

H\ the llon’hle Mu Altaf Alt : — 

I. {d) Are tlie (Jovtuaiment await* that foui* rooms ht*l()n^in^‘ to a,i)Mi,;iin Cniir 
tin* .lunior Madrassiih at IJa jshahi were taken ove?’ hy tht^ Principal of 1 ht* Lm .iiini.M 
lia jshahi ("ollt'j^t* about tour yt‘ars a^o, an assuranct* i>einy i;i\t‘n at tlx* linit* 
tliat tbi* rooms would bt' restoied to tin* Madiassah aft(‘r tin* cornph't loii 
of the I'hysics T^aboiatory ? 

{})) Is it a fact that after th(‘ complt‘lion of tin* laixuatory anolh(*i‘ room 
in addition to tin* foui* was takefP<' 

(r) Is it a fact tliat, as a r(*sult of this, somt* of the Ma<lrassah classtvs 

are held in tht* Muhammadan collt*^t‘ host(*l which is oiitsult* tlx* Madrassah 

huildino- ? 

Answer by tin* llon’ble Mk ()’Mallt:y : — 

{(t) Tht* answer is in tin* negative, ddie buildinj^* in (|U(‘stioij formerly 
lK‘longed to a senior Aladrassah, which was abolished in IHSif In ISSI jt 
was decided to retain the junior c‘lass(*s of the Madrassah, on tin* condition 
that they were to be tieat-c'd as a brarich of tin* coll(*|j;e and not as Madrassah 
( lassc*s, and to use the old Madrassah buildinj^ partly for the college and j>ailly 
as a hostel for the studc*nts atU*ndinp tlx* Madrassah classes. ( iovi‘rnnient at 
the same time made over Its. 20,000, repr(*s(*ntinf; nearly two thii’ds of the 

orioiiial cost oi’ the buildinjj^, to tlx* Mohsin Fund, from which the major 

p(»rtion of its cerst had been met.. 

Tlx* buildiiifj;* consists of a (‘(*ntT\al ball and 12 looms, of which six have 
lon^ been us(hI ami are still use<l for tlx* Madrassah classes, 'fhe c(*ntral hall 
was used as a lecture* theatre and tlx* other six rooms jor tlx* collect* sci(*nct* 

( lasses before* the tr‘w })hysical laboraO)ry was built. Since duly 1014, when 
the laboratory was e*om])leted, the latte*r six rooms have continued t.o In* used 
tor college pui-poses, two for Arabic and Ft*rsian classes and the rest for 
tutorial classes and seminars for hoix)urs classe^s. 

In 1900 the Ideutenant-(lovt*rnor of l^astern Bengal and Assam, in r(*ply 
to an aeldrc\ss presc*ntexl by the Rajshajii Muhammadan Assoeaation, gave an - 
assurance that when the ne‘w laboratory was ce)mpl(‘ted, the [)ortion <)f tlx* 

Madrassah building then used by the col)%.^(‘ would be given up for the 
Madrassah classes. It has not yet b(*(*n possible to do this on account of the 
»e(p]iremc*nts of the colle^gt*. 

{h) No. 

(r) No. One class has long bcMMi Ixdd in a building which was formerly 
used as the Madrassah hostel and is now^ us(*d as a C‘olk*ge Muhammadan 
liostel.’’ 
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]}y the lJon’})le Mr. F. W. Carter : — 

M. (^f) Will the (iovernrnent be^ please^l to state when the Lunatic 
Asylum for Eiirojteans, at Ranchi, is likely to l>e opened? 

(h) Has it lH‘en arranp^ed for the scuvict's of Major Peebles to be plaeed 
at the disposal of the (lovernment of Bihar and Orissa to act as Su]>erinten- 
(hait of th(‘ Asylum? 

(r) Has the nc^cessary furniture and equij)inent Iveen ])rovide<l? 

(r/) In the ( vtait of th(‘ Rarudii Asylum lieinp^ ready for weupation in 
lh(‘ n(‘ar futun*, are th(^ (lovtu-nment considerinp^ the (lesirability f>f setting- 
asid<‘ sullicient mon(‘y in the forthcominp^ Budp;et for the re-building of the 
prestait Lunatic Asylum at Bhowanipore as an of)servation jtlace for suspected 
liHiacy ? 


Answrr by tin* Ibai’bln Mii. Ponali) ; — 

“ (a) No exact date can Ik* stated. It is expect(‘d that tlu* institution 
will Ik* opened ('arly this month. 

(h) The s(‘r\’ic(*s of Major PtK*)>les vv(*r(‘ placed at the disjvosal of the 
( i(u ernm(*iit of Bihar and Orissa on the lOth dariuary, lOtS. 

(r) Ma jor l\*(‘bl(‘s is at pres(‘nt engagt‘d in furnishing and e(]uip])ing the 
Asylum as a n(‘C‘('^saI•y preliminary t>o its being o]>en(Ml 

{(/) (Io\ernnu*nt haved(‘cided toconvt‘rt tlu* existing Asylum at Bhowani- 
p(n‘e into an observation ward for numtal (*as(*s A sum of ru])(H*s two lakhs 
lias b(*(*n provid(*d f<n‘ tlu* ))urpose in tlu* Ibovincial (dvil Works estimate's 
lor IhlS-H). ' 


By tlu* Hor/ble* Kuan SAinn Aman Ali : — 

111 (n) Ai*(* tlu* ( lovi'rninent aware* that a (*onsiderabl(* numfK*r of 

iHjarders fi’oiii tlu* Oo\('rnm(*nl Madrassah Hostel at Chittagong have* been 
r(*moved to tlu* Victoria Moslem Hostel in that ]>lace? 

(h) Is it a fact that as a result of tlu* removal a consid(*rable number of 
seats fell vaeant in the former liostel, and that these wen* filled liy Muham- 
madan students from tlu* Training Collt*ge? 

(r) Will the (b)V(*rninent be ])li‘ased to state why the Muhamnnadan 
stmh'iits of tlu* Madi'assali Coll(*ge includ(*d in the new Madrassah schc'nu* 
have not been given the vacant s(*ats ? 

((f) Aie the Oovernment consid(*ring the desirability of inquiring from 
the Principal of the Moslem College as to the numlK'r of a])j)lications he has 
r(*(*eived from candidaU's in the Mosl(*ni College* who desire* seats in the 
(love*rnment Madrassah Hostel? 

(e) An* the (jovernment considering the desirability of removing the 
rraining Colle*ge students to the Victoria Islam Hostel, situated within a mile 
fi'ean the Training College? 


Answer by the* Ilon’bleMR. O’Malley : — 

“ (n) Oove*rnment arc aware that ]>u])ils of the Government Moslem 
High Se*lu>ol who were resident in the Madrassah He)stel were removed tx) the* 
Victe)ria Me)slem Heistel in order to make room for })upils of the Normal School. 

(h) It is a fact that a number of seats became vacant. They were taken 
by piqdls of the Normal School. There is no Training College at Chittagong, 
ami it is ])resumed that the Hon’ble Member refers to the ]M)rmal Schom. 

(r) Th(* Thui bh* Member is referred to the reply to part (a) of the ques 

tion. 

(d) No. It is ])resumed that by the Moslem College the Hon’ble Member 
means the Madrassah. 

(e) No/'’ 



.918.} Questions and Answers. 

3y the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

IV. (a) Are the Government aware of the niiinher of scholarships 
vhich each District Board awards to tlu' students studying in the Engineer- 
ing, Mediciil, Agricultural, Weaving, Deaf and Dunil), Art, Wterinary and 
)ther Technical Schools ami (^ollcges '^ 

(b) If so, will the Government he pleasinl to lay on the tal)le a statement 
diovving the number of scholarships awarded by eaih District Board to 
Muhammadan students in such schools and colleges > 


Answer by the HoirbleMn. O’Malley : — 
“ A statement is laid on the table.’' 


'itatemejif referred to in (tie ansiver tnj 

(tie Hot tide Mb. 

O’Malley to 

(jtifstion No. TV { n nstnrred) nsked tnj 

t f if ‘ ITtni hie K 1 1 A X 

Sahib Aman 

Ali at ttte Council nieetintj of (tie 

5th March, mis^ 

sfionunif the 

ntonher of settota rsfiips (uoardiut fn/ 
Schools and Cidb^ijes. 

District lioacits 

to l\s httii'a t 


Nmiiher of hc'IioIjh 



iiwaiiliMl 


1 »istl M’t IttKlld 

III rrifjriiir<*i m(', 
ua’iliral, umi It ii 

1 li, w <*H\ nif.', 

.1 llli llllllllj, HI 1 , 

NimiiIkt oI 

H('ll(*laiHhl|<M Ml 
• ill nil II V dv^aiilt il 

vftiM mill V ami 
othtM tei’tiiiK’al 

o M iihiiianiHilan 

m! mlfiit H 


anti 


J>urdwan 

O 

Nil 

liirbtmni 

<; 

I 

Baiikura 


Nil 

iVI id na ()()r(‘ 

5 

Nil 

llooglily 

10 

Nil 

How rail 

IS 

1 

21-Bar/^aiias 

IL^ 

1 

Nadia 

l/> 

Nil 

Mursliidahad ... 

Jessore 

1 

s 

1 

1 

Khulna 

;'> 

Nil 

Dacca 

s 

Nil 

MyuHMisi n^h 


t; 

E;iridinii 

1 

'■> 

J:5akar^aiij 

:^o 

7 

Chitta^on^ 

9 

1 

Tipj)era 

1 j 

Nil 

Noakliali 



Rajsliahi 

oo 

10 

Dinajpur 

I 

Nil 

.lalpaigui'i 

J 

Nil 

RaiiL’^l)Ur 

J2 

4 

J3ogra 

1 

«> 

Pabiia 

SI 


Malda 

29 

\5 
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Questions and Answers. 


[rvni Mauch 


Miilniiuiiifwlans 
uiul j oii'l 


Muliiiiiiiitudaii 
prtisidoMt 
pUMclmynt s 


Ca‘^<‘ ol’ t \M» 
MuhatuiiiitiuH 
Tulisiliiui s 


15y tlie Hoii’ble Khan Saiiih Am an Alt : — 

Y. (n) Will tlir GovornmeTH ho j)It‘asod to lay ou the table a 
statement showinj^ the ainc)unt of road-eess j)aid by Muhammadan raiyals, 
intermediate holders and zamindars in the diflenuit distriets of the Benjj^al 
lh^esid(‘ney , as eompared with the amounts paid by otluu’ eommunities ? 

(h) is it a fact that the Muhammadans art‘ paying equal or mon^ ce^s 
than otla^r eommunities ? 

(r) If so, ar(‘ the ( lovtuainu'nt eonsid(U‘ing the desirability of issuing 
eiic idar- ordcu's to the dilTerenl Distriet Boards to make j>rovisiofi I'U* scholai* 
ships to Ik‘ awarded to Muhammadan studtuits, in pro])ortion to the eess paid 
by that eommiUTity '( 


Answer l)y the llon’hle Mr O’Malley . — 

{(i) and (/>) Th(' informati^m is not available, and (lovernment aie not 
pr(q)ai*(Ml to (‘all for* it iii view ol tlu' c^xpeiise and la.lK)ur in\ol\ed in tlic' 
(‘ompilation of th(‘ hgurt's, whi(‘h would n(‘eessitat(‘ tlu‘ (‘mployiiunt of .1 
larg(‘ additional staff. 

(r) No.” 


By the ilon’ble Kuan Sahttt Aman Ali : — 

VI. (u) Will th(‘ (jiov(‘rnm(‘n1 b(‘ ])leased to statt‘ the iinmlxu* ol 
Muhammadan pi‘(\sident panehayats in the Jlralimaiibana and (’liandjmi 
subdivisions in the distriet of Tijqiera in th(‘ yi'ar in which th(‘ system was 
lirst int roduced and also in renvnt yeais '( 

(b) is it a fact that tiu' number of Muhammadan panehayats lias 
d(H‘ teased ( 

(r) If so, ar<' the (lovernment (‘onsid(‘ring th(^ desi lability (d* incjuii ing 
into tlu‘ eaust‘ of su(‘h dcnavase ^ 


Answer by tlu' llon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(u) and (/>) When the jiresident panc'liayat system was lirst intro 
ductal, the niimlKU’ of Muhammadan prt'sidtuit jiaiichayats in th(‘ Brahman 
harm subdivision was 8(S out id’ a total (d* 100, and in th(‘ ('liandpur sub 
division 40 out of a total of 00. The numliers now^ are 25 and 35 out of 
77 and 52, ivspet ti vely. 

(e) In answer to iiujuiry the Distriet Magistrate rtqiorls that in filling 
u)) vacancies in presidtmt panchayatshi ps, rt^gard is always had to th(‘ import 
aiict‘ of the Muhammadan community in the union concerntMl, but that it 
IS often ditlieult to find suitable Muhammadans with tht‘ lU'cessaiy (pialifica 
tions.” 


By the Hoirble Khan Sahir Aman Alt 

VII ((/) Are the (lovernment aware that in tlie reH>rganisation of the 
Khas Mahal office at Noakhali, the services of two permanent Muhammadan 
rahsildars ha\e been disj>ensed with and that a temporary Hindu Tahsildar 
iuis lR*im a{)j>ointed in their plae^? 

(/>) Is it a fact that the Hindu Tahsildar so a))pointed has a had record (d 
.service? 



ioHs a Uil Ansn\‘i\'^ ^J] 

Answer l\y the IJon hle Mh. Kkuk : — 

“ {(i) and (?>) The case to wJiich llu‘ lloiThlr IVliMnlKi* rriVi's is tin* 
appointment of a cl(‘rk in the Khas Mahal Depanmiait in the Noakliali (\)1 
It'.lorate, not of a Tahsilda?*. (Government understand that in this ease 
an appeal is j)ending betore the t'ommissioinu- of tlu' (diittaj^on*; Division, 
and for* tliis reason do not consider it desirabh' to make' any pronounci'ineiit 
in the matter at the j)Tesent stage/' 


]^y the Uon'ble Kn \n SAiiin Am\n Am : 

VI 11. (</) Is it a fact tliat the ( lONin'iiiiuait an* alH)lisIiing (brel(‘ schools 

in t h(‘ ( diittagong I )i vision ? 

(6) If so, aii‘ th(' ( lo\’i‘rnin(‘nt eonsidming the d(‘sirahi lity <»f replacing 
(liein by Middle English schools ? 

(cj Are th(‘ (Jovernment aware that the want oi Middle English >c}io»ls 
is keenly felt in the' (diittagong Division? 


Answer by tbc‘ HoT/bh‘ Mn O’MAi.rrv : — 

(c/) No. 

(/>) No. 

(c) No The* iiumlH'r of Mid(ll(‘ Knglish schools m proporlion to the 
population is grc'ater in thc‘ (diittagong Division than in any other Dixisioii 


By th(‘ II(>n1>l(‘ Kuan Saimii Aman Al} : — 

IX. (^f) Arc* the* ( io\ crnmcait aware* that the* price* of cloth has Tisen 
ahnornial ly high ? 

(h) Jf so, are the* CiovcTnnu'ait taking any st(*ps to regulate its price*'' 


\nsw(‘r by the* llor/ble Mn Donalo: — 

‘ The lloij'ble Member is leferred to tlie answe r to (|ue‘Sii<m No X .\ X I V 
(nnstaired) given at the* meeting of the* Ibth Ee*bruary last 


By the Iloibble Matilvi A. K. Eazl UL-l I Ag : — 

X. Will the* Governmeait be* [)le*ase*d t/O staU* 

(i) the total c*x{K*nditure on Hostels, Hoarding JJouse*s and (’olle^ge* 
nie'sse s ill Be-.ngal during tlie* linane*ial yc*ars o| I!) 1:2 — EM 7. 

(//) the* tx)tal e*xpenditure on such institutions, meant excJusive*ly for 
Aluliammadans, during the same* |K*ri()d? 


Answer by the llon’ble Mu. O'Malley : — 

“ Two sUitemeiits are laid on the table*. In Statement H sefrar ate figure^s 
showing the expenditure incurred on institutions meant exclusivelv for Mu 
hainmadans cannot be given without an undue amount of labour." 


Sell* (>l- III 
C 'llll I 


111 t III 

Itrii cl clcni 


r. N I »♦* lull • III I c 

iicHll I , I t< 
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(JucHiions (ind Answers. 


[5rH Makch, 


Statement A rejerrcd to hij the Hon hie Mr. O’Mai.ley in his answer to question 
No. X [unst(irred) asked Inj the Ilorihlc Maulvi A. K. Fazl-UL-Haq at 
the Council meetinq of the 5th March^ 1018. 


ExrKNIUTlTHK ON IIOS'IEI.S AM» MESSES I*rillN(. 1912 — 1917 oni OF HIE ImI’EIIIAI. (.ranis. 

F‘tT IwiiafiH. 



ToTAI KXI'KNIHTHRE 

Exi-eniiITURE ON Muhammadan 

HOSTELS, ET('. 

( Calcutta 

UiiiverKit V 

Years. 

Uecnriing 

Non- 

naauring. 

Total. 

Uocurring 

Non- 
rccun ing 

Total. 

not 

idcIikIcmI 111 
column 4. 

1 1 

2 


4 

1 

6 ^ 

’ ! 

8 


Us. 

Us. 

1 

Uh 

Us 

Us. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

1912 13 


2 , 62 , (too 

2,62,000 


10,000 

10 , (too 


1913 14 

... 

r.,0.5,0(t0 

5,05,0(t0 


66,000 

66,000 


1914-1.5 


7,29, 0'Kt 

7,29,0(tO 


1,39,000 1 

1 ,39,000 


1915 16 

HH,(U19 

4,06,(tOO 

4,94,000 

29,0(t0 

1,88,000 j 

2,17,000 

9,50,000' 

1916-17 

96,090 

92,1 too 

: l,HH,(t00 i 

i 31, (too 

1 

(»6.(t00 j 

97,0(t0 

1 

61 ,000' 

(ilUNH TOTAL 

1,84,009 

19,94,00(t 

21,78,000 

1 

(;o,()oo 

4,69,000 

■ 

j .5,29,000 

10,1 1,000| 


* ’I'lic UtiivorHitv pio^rHiiiiiK' lii< lu<l<>n Uh for tlu' Muhaniinad.iii lu>ht( 1 on t|iu U.iltuk Imna RohiI 

I TIj li< is uot iiicIiKloti ill column i. 


Statement B referred to hjf the lion hie Mu. O’ M alley to (Jnesifon No. A 
(unstarred) asked ht/ the Ifonhle WTaulvi A. K. FazL’-ul-H ac^ (tt the (hnincd 
Meeting of the 5th March, 10 18, 

ExI’ENIUTURK ON HOSTELS, KIT., HUUiNC, 1912 — 1917 OUT OF TroVINCIAL REVENMH 


Far Indians an I Furaju ans. 


Y KARS. 


Total 

from all 
Ik'ikIs, e.(j., 
focK, pro V ill - 
jcial rovrniiOH, 
Miiuioipal 
grants, otc 


Exi enditure from I’rovinoial 

REVENUES 


Exi'ENDlTURh ON ^U^1AMIMAUA^ 
HOST I'LS. 


Ki-furi ing. 


Non- 


i 


I r(.‘turriHg. 


Tot al. 


Itonirrin^; 


Non- 

rociiriing. 


1 

2 


Us. 

1912-13 ... , 

I6,98,.5(t0 

(recurring). 

1913-14 

19,64,084 

(recurring). 

1914-15 

21,31,419 

(recurring). 

191.5-16 

22,83,664 

(rccuniiig). 

1916-17 

Not available 

(jRAND ToTAI. 

1 


Total 


Us 


{b) 3,64,0,% 
(/>) 3,96,518 
(<•) 3,72,825 


18,23,101 


Ks. 


> N-' , 

1 availaLlo. 


2,41,374 

VO 


Us, 


Not availaLk . 


6,45,199 \) 


(n) Include^) tis. t, 90.7311 for Kurnpeau inaiitutioDti. 

ift) Inolndeii exfi^ndlturo on Knropean iimtitatlotiu tha amount of which la uot known, 
(c) luoludea Ila. 3,b9«H96 for Kuropeau tniititutloiia, 




1918.] (^}ucstions iind Ansnyem. 

By the Hon'ble Maulvt A. K. Fazl-ul-I1aq : — 

XI. (a) Is it a fact that in allotting scats to the in\iicd guests on the a of 

occasion of the presentation of addresses to His Excel lenev tlie (iovernor on pro^tiioiK. 
his recent visit to Burdwan the seat of the late Nawah Ahdul duhbar was 
placed after somt' llai Bahadurs and that of Shamsul 1 lania Liit fur Raliinan 
after all the Rai Bahadurs ? 

{b) Are the Government considering the desirability oj‘ iiujuiring why 
the Muhanima<lan title-holders were not given ])la(*es according to Ihcir 
rank ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Muhammadan gentlemen icfeiied to above' 
though present in Burdwan did not attend on the <H‘casion ^ 


Answer by the Ilon’blc Mh. Kkrk : — 

“ (</) The late Nawab Abdul Jubbar, (M.i: , <K*cupii‘d tlit‘ sixth place' 
in tlie Burdwan district Durbar list» and he was ac*cordingly allotted the' 
sixth ^eat on the occasion rc'fc'ired to Shamsul Dlama Lutfiir Rahman 
IS a resident of tlu' district <>f Murshidabad and is not on the* Bui'dwan 
Durbar list. He was invited to the cc^remony at the' rc'cpic'st of the' Sc'i rc' 
tary of the Muhammadan Ass<K‘iat ion, and no (iiiestic'n as to his prc'ce 
deuce arose. 

(b) The onquiric^ts wliich have been imuD show tliat the airangc'nu'nts 
were' in accordance' with the rules. 

(r) It is reported tliat the l*il(' Nawab was unable' to attend the' cerc' 
mony ow’ing to age and lK)dily infirmity. It is not known why Shamsul 
Dlama Lutfiir Rahman did not attend tlie cc'rtunony oi’ whethe r he was in 
Burdv/an on that day.” 


By the lloiVblc Maulvi A. K. Fazl un Ha^ : — 


XTl. (^/) Are' tJi(' (iovernmemt aware that on the* occasion ol IIm* visit ol 
His Exen'llency the Governor to Burdwan oii the' bth danuaiy last, an 
address wa >5 jirese'iited to His Exc'cllency by tlic' District Board ot Burdwan 
and tlie Burdwan Municipality jointly ? 

{b) Is it a fact that a ])aragraph rcb'rring to the transfer ol the* District 
Otlicer was {)ut in by the Magistrate' without the knowli'dge; of any Membf'r^ 


'I'lir niirihv/iii 
Dihlncf IIduhI 
and 1\1 iinicipaiil> 
iiddrr'nt In UlH 
Exia llnin y tl(« 

( jnvnrnnr 


Answer by tlie Hon’ble Mu. O’Mai.i.ky : — 

“ («) Yes. 

(h) No.” 


lly the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi.-ul-Haq ; — 

Xlll. (a) Is it a fact that aliout 23 Sub-.Iinlj^es inclinlmf; one Disl rict |Oxt<TiMi<trb* of 
• fudge, jiromotcd from the Provincial Servicx:, are due to retire on or before j 
1 lie 1st May, 1018? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of requesting 
die High Court not to allow any exttuisions of service to these oflicers in view 
f'f the recent letter No. 100-Public, dated India Office, London, the 7tb 
deptemlier, 1017, from the Secretary of State, amending the Civil Service 
^^«gulatioD8 with r^ard to the pensions of Gazetted officers ? 
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(,fui;.siions and Answers. 


[5th MAKni, 


Sclicnio 

rf^gardnifj^ tli«‘ 
Provincial 
Judicial Services 


!‘ny cf MiiiihifH 


rrORpootH ot 
MuiiKifn 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : 

{a) Yes. 

{b) Extension of service for one year was granted U) four of the oflieers 
in September 1017 l>efore the receipt Of the ree(Mit ordt^rs. The case of tfu* 
nmiaining oflieers is under consideration and will bi^ decided in accordfinee 
with the orders now in force.’’ 


J3y the llori'ble Maulvi A. K Eazl i;l lUo . — 

XIV. {(i) Is it a fact that, after tli(‘ sej)aration of Bihar, the High 
t'ourt submitted a scheme regarding the Bengal Provincial Judicial Sei- 
vice ? 

(h) Was that scheme approved by the (lovernnumt and shown as tlic 
existing cadre in the Report of tlu' Ihiblic Servicevs Commission? 

(r) If so, will the Government be i)le.ised to state \Nhy that scheme was 
not given eff(‘ct to? 


Answer by the Ilon’bh' Mr. Ki:kr 

'' (r/), (h) and (r) The Hon'ble Mcinbei' is rclVrrcd to tin* aw^WQr gi\en 
to the question put on this subjind bv tlu' ilon'bU^ Babu Akhil ( Jiandia Ibitta 
at the meeting of tin* Gouneil ladd on tlu* 7th August, 11)17. " 


By the Jlon’blc Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui. Um) : — 

XV. (a) In view of the assurance gi\eii bv tlu' IJon’ble Nawab Sir 
Syed Shams-ul-l luda in his Budget sin tHdi of the Ji d April, lhl7, on my 
r(\s()lution for increasiijg the })ay of the last grade of Munsils, that tla^ 
(jovernment of Jndia hav(', ])romis(Ml to d('al with tlu' n'c^ommendations ot 
the Public Services Commission (xpcMlitionsly, wdll the tiovernimaii be 
|)l(!ased to istate whetln'r thmi' is any ehanet' of the re.oma (Midat ions of th(‘ 
Public S(‘rviees Commission iHung gi\(Mi cfTint to in the i ('Xt financial yi‘ai’' 

(b) If not, are the (jovernment. co’'sidering the di‘si i ability, in the 
niwt financial year, of raising the pav of tla^ last grade of Munsits to 
Us. iS.hO and of giving effect to the scheme shown as the existing cadre (d 
the Munsifs and Sub-Judges in the Report ('f the Ihiblic Servic^.i s C'om 
mission ? 


Answer by the IJon ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) It is not possible for this (ioNcrnnumt to sty wlicn final orders will 
be passed on tht' r(‘poi’t of the Royal Commission 
(b) The answer is in the negativt\” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Eazl ul Hao 

XVI. (d) Is it a fact that the majority of Munsifs do not rise to the 
Rs. 400 grade till they reach the age of 45 ye;us? 

(b) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been expie^s('d 
that the efliciency of this branch of the Government service is jeopardised 
owing to the bad prospects held out to the members f)f the service? 


Answ er by the Hon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The average age at the time of their promotion to the second gradt 
of the Munsifs who are now in that grade, was 41 years and 4 months. 

(h) No.” 



(j^uesfioiis and 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-til Haq : 


,i,e 

permit of Provinoial .Tudicial ollUers alliaii.K il„.ir |.i' viT.'!l;! 

Puja holidays? 


I ji'iiN o t>r 


{b) If not, will the (Jovermnpiil ht> |)lt‘asp(l to slate why ttiis i)nvih“>-t‘ 
cannot he granted to these officers 'i ' 


Answer by tlie Ilon’hle Mu. Kerr : — 

(a) and (h) As sisted in the speech made hv tlu‘ Hon’hh* Sir- 
WluMdin* on the rt'soiutioii moved by Hie Hon'hle Manivi Abiil Kastan at 
the meeting of the Council held on the 4(h S<*i)t(‘?nlKU\ 1917, ih(‘ (jU(\stion 
of the leave rules oi* the I'rovincial ,Iudicial S<u*vic(‘ will 1 m‘ i onsidtui'd iii 
connection with the r(‘port of* the' Royal (Commission on th(‘ Jhiblic Serxices 
riie rncuits ol‘ tlu‘ cjiH\stion wcuc* also discussed on that occasion 


Ry the Hoirble Maitevi A. K. Faze tte Haq : — 

♦ 

XVI II (^/) Vre tli(‘ ( jovcu’unuMit aware of* tF(‘ fact that tin* diffcr<‘nc*c .EoIk inl .iiii.vrn 
in the number of close* holidays (Uijoyed by tin* .Indicia! offic4*rs and the* nii.i 
Fxecut i ve oflict‘rs is very small at prt*st*nt ? 

(/>) Arc* the (jovc‘rnment considering the desirability of r<*commending 
iIm* grant of privilege* leave* of I.^) days only on lull pay to Munsifs ami 
Suli d udges ? 


Answt*r by the* Ilonble Mr Kerr: — 

‘ (a) Excluding Sundays and local holid«ays, the* (dvil (Courts are close‘d 
lor' oS days during 191 S and the* (Courts and offica*'^ of ( xecul ive officers lor 
dff days. 

(h) The* I lon’ble* Me*rnber is i‘ere‘rre<l to t he* a nsweu t o e)U(*st ion No XVII 


liy the IJoirbh* Raiut Akiiie (Cuandra Dat'ea : — 


XIX What was the total cost incurred by the* ( jovc*riirn(*nt in the* case in 
which Mr. Mereelith, a bailiff’ of the (Court of Small (Causes, (Calcutta, was 
C'oncerned 'i 


'I'lii nf 

Ml M. i.mIiUi 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

The Ilon’ble Meunber is referred te3 the answer given to a similar r|Uf*s 
tion at the meeting of this CCom^(^.il which was held on the 2nd .Inly, 
1914.’’ 





I luna Uft-LV ^ \ wt: # o . 


L«/lll ri « 


Hook-vv<»riii 

(liiieaHe 


Coiinnutut ion 
prooeoiJin^H ill 
re(!or(I-of‘rijj,litH 
OpfrutlOTlH. 


Staging; of 
prohii)ito(l 
draniUH 


By Uie IIon’f)lo Mr. IT. R. A. Irwin : — 

XX. {(i) With reference to my unstarred question No. VI regarding 
the hook-worm disease, asked at the Council meeting of the 3rd July, 1917, 
and the lion 'hie Mr. Donald's rc[>ly tliereto, will the Government he pleased 
to state whether a rejdy has been rec^eiveil from the Government of India to 
the representation from this Government ? 

(b) If so, what is tlie naturi^ of such rejily? 

(c) If no reply has been received, are the Government considering the 
desirability of reminding tlu' Government of India on the matter ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. O’MAi.nEY : — 

“ The Government of India have acc*epted the proposals of this Govern 
ment for a compreliensive inquiry into the pri^valenc*!' and distribution of 
hook-worm diseasi^ in Bengal. The Governing Body of lh(' Indian Res(^arch 
Fund Ass<K'iation have agreed to meet the cost of the scheme, whieli is estim- 
ate^d at Its. 0,000. The inquiry has already l)egun.” 


By the Ilon’bk' Batut Bhojkndua Ktsuor Ray (Ttaudhttri ; — 

XXT. (a) With reference to tlu' answer to my (|uestion 
No. XXXVTl 1, ask(‘d at the me(‘ting of jhe ('ouneil, h(‘ld on the 22nd Januar\ , 
191H, regarding eommutation prixM^edings in t.h(‘ re(‘or(l-of-]ights opiu'ations, 
will th(‘ Gov(‘rnnH‘nt b(‘ pl(*a.sed to stab‘ wl)eth(‘r there an' any instanei's on 
ri^'ord in which th(' rate has Ix'en fixed ))y the Settlement aiitlioritii's at moic' 
tlian on(‘ fifth of the value of tlu' gross prodiuu', since th(‘ instnu'tions refm’it'd 
to in th(' said (|uestion were issued? 

(h) If so, what is the proportion of such instances tf> the total ease's of 
commutation in each particular district wlu're the* reeoi’d-of-rights ope^rations 
have' Imm'Ii carrie'd on ? 


Ans\v('r by the lloirble Mu. Kkhh .■ — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Since the instructions were issued commutation has Ixen oidered in 
2H4, 74 and 17 cases in the districts of Midnapore, Dacca and Myn.ensingli, 
res|H'etively. The number of castes in which the rent fixed c*xcee‘d('d ont‘ 
lift!) of the value of the gross jiroduce was 106, nil and 15 in the thnn* dis 
tricts.” 

By the Ilon'ble Baiut Brojendra Ktshor Ray CTTAiTimuRT : — 

XXII. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state w^hat Bengali 
dramas have up to date bemi prohibited from Ixdng acti'd on the publn 
stage ? 

(h) What are the nvisons for such jirohibition in each (*ase? 

(r) Are th(' Government considering the desirability of jiermitting th('S(‘ 
})lays to be sLaged, after being juirged of any objectionable jxirtions? 

(d) If so, what portions would they desire to be exjiunged in each case'<^ 


Answer by the Ilon'ble Mr. Kerr ; — 


“ {a) and {b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(r) and (d) No such proposal is under the consideration of Govern 
ment.” 
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Statement referred to in the answer to qu'^stifoi Xo. AW// {un^/(f rred), as/red to/ 
the Hon hie I5aru lino fkndua Ivisiiih: Kay (-iivi diu i:i <it the (IouhcH 
meeting oj the Sfh i]farch,J01S. 


NuinlxM mil ul nut ihr if i.tii iiMili I ^ l.ni'i. of rtcrtinii 

Ntinif ol J>ln> sc^'l mil .‘5 nt tin' iMini.itu I *( i I . m mnit i w liirli tin 

111 miv^ Art. |S:r, |>.iloMU 4 lic. u i , 

|M > ill (lull (I 

1 Cliatirajniti Sivaji 

( J st f‘(l i ti(ni ). 

2. Cha 1 1 ra]>a ti Si va j i 

(2n(l 0(1 i (ion ). 

3. ( ls( (*(li- 
t ion ). 

A. Ivaiinafal 

a. Matii Pnja 

(I. Mir Kasim 

7. M i l a 11(1(1 lia i- 

S. Nanda Iviimai* 

Kalasliir* Pia>'as- 
(.'h I ( (a 

10. K‘anaji((‘r Jihan 

Ja^na 

1 1 . Sania i 

1 2. S(n’aj-ii(l- 1 )ow 1 a li 

(2ji(I and .‘ird od i- 
I ions). 


K^. Sura III I aid liar 

Cl itahli i nay ( 2nd 
(al i ( ion ). 


1 1. 

Sansar 

No. .‘>IS7 IM>.. dal(‘d 
Oclohrr 191 1 . 

1 he 

:;isi 

(O) 

la. 

Asiia KuliaUini 

No. 279 K.n. daliial 
April KUO. 

t he 

2(11 h 

<in 

](,. 

ilolo Ki 

No. i(;(J9 JM)., dalcd 
.1 line 1 910. 

the 

21st 

d , 

17. 

Aliamari 

No. ,a07>I)I\. da((‘d 
August 1911. 

tin* 

21st 

(dj 

1<S. 

(diand ra Sliekliar 

No. 7J0P., dated 
January 191.‘k 

(h(‘ 

2Nlh 

d') 

19. 

Sarat Sarojiiii 

Oriicf No. (I:i(c‘(l 

12tll AHfriist Till 1. 

tln^ 

(Id 

20. 

Ilaiisli Chandra 

Oi*d(‘r No. 1S7IM)., 

lIllllMl 

th(^ 

(In 


Natak (8(li 2nd May JOKl. 

edition). 


^ No. 17 IN., dalial I Im‘ 22iid 
I K«d>fuaiy 0J12. 
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By tlie Hon’blc' Bahtj Buojknoka Kishor Ray Ciiaitdiutri : — 

XXJII. («) Is it a fact that the office of the Director of Agricultiiic 
's to he transferred to Dacca'? 

{h) If Sf), will the (jovorrnnent lw‘ pleased to stat(' the eireumstaiiees 
relating to this ste[)? 

(e) Are tlu^ (lovernnK^nt eonsidi^ring tlu* desirahility of traiisierring any 
other ofliees from CaleuttJi to Daeea ? 


Answer by the Hon’lile Mr. Knuit : — 

“ {(i) The answer is in the affirmative. 

{h) and (r) Government adhere generally to the view which they have 
I i‘(‘(juently expressed that in the interests of administrative efficiency it is 
(l(\sirable that all departments .slaadd he^ situated at, the headquarters ol 
tiu' (iovernment; and it is not tludr intention to transfer other offices from 
Galeutta to Dacca. 

The c‘ase of the Agricultural Departnumt has luen neonsidiued by 
Government on account of certain reprevsentations made to them by the 
priisent Director of Agriculture in tlu^ Presidency. There are, in t!ie oj)! 
nion of Government, special circumstances whi(‘h different iat(i this dejiart 
ment from otlau's The Director in any case must sjiend a conioderabh^ 
part of his time at the (’liitd* Goveu-nment Isxperin.ental Farm whieJi is 
situated at Dacca. In Bombay, the ITnit(‘d Ihovince-; and Burma, the 
tH\id(iuarters of the Agricultural D(‘partment an^ situatiMl away from thi' 
headquarteis of (iovernment In these circumstances (iovernment ha\e 
d(‘c‘ided on the nanoval to Dacca of tht‘ headijiiaiffi ip of the De])artin(‘nl ot 
Agriculture, In (*oming to this < om lusion, (iovernment haMOiorm^ in mind 
among other considiuations tla^ \i('ws (wpressial by tlu^ M‘piesentati\es of 
lOas^ern Bengal.’' 


Bv the Hon’ble Bahtt Rrojknora Kisuoh Pay ('nArourRi 


XXIV. [a) Wen^ the Goviuaiment of Bengal invited t^i ('x|)T’i^ss th(‘i! 
o[)inion on clause 4 ot the Indian Income tax Bill now jiending bcfoie the 
imperial Legislative^ Council. 

(0 11' so, will tlie GoveumiiKun t>e pleased to give the puipoit of aii\ 
opinion forwaided by them on this subject? 

(c) Have the (iovernment made any cahadation as to tin' exttait to uhuli 
the annual income-tax n'venue is liktdy to lie incrcaised in Bengal by ri'ason 
of clause 4 of the Bill in regard to asi>essees having agriculiuial im om(‘ 

{d) If so, will the Government be jiU'asial to lay a statianiMit on lie 
subject on the table? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 


“ (ci) The opinion of this Government was invited on the provisions cf 
the Bill as a whole. 

(b) The reply of this Government is l>efore the Government of India 
and it is the latter wliich should a.p})arently l>e moved for its jiublii ation, 
if desired. 

(e) No. 

{d) The question does not arise.’’ 
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By llie Hon'hU' Bauit Bkojundka Kikhuk Ray ( iiAiDtirKi 


XXV. Will tlir (ii.vfniinoiit Ik‘ i.lt-aM-.l t.. st.-itc n|,at in.lii.st rirs h;,v.> 
iK-en, or arc projKise*! to lie, started or orj^o, tii/rd in Bciii/al at the iti t ime 
of the Muaitiour; Board? 


iM iiiiitioii^ ] 
iiiid tl»«‘ Httll 
<»l IM’W 
lluhlstl H>H. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mii. Donami : — 

“ Tlie Munitions Board is not under the Local ( lovernmeiit and .nies 
tions regarding it sliould Ik* a.sked in tlie Inij.erial Ligislaiixe t'oiimil.' 


By the llon’ble Bahu BKojF.NintA Kisnoit Ray ( 'iiai oiiuhi 

Ha\e the < lo\ c-rnnient ascertained the possibilities ol' t'liitta cImiimc..,,.* 
gong as a sliip building centre? „iii|, i,nii<iii, 

OHIltlo. 

.\nsvver by the llon'ble Mn. (’owi.ky ; — 

“ 'rju> wJiole {piestion is being invest igated at present by the liidi.m 
Munitions Board. ” 


By till' Mon'bh' Baiui BmuKNOitA Kisiioit Rav ('iiaudiiiiki ; 

XXVIl. Is it <i tact that tlu*rt‘ have beiai a lew cases ol plattnc in I’I;i>tm' m 

some parts of tlie district <d‘ Bakargatij ? Bl^lvnr^;llll| 

(b) I r so, will the (lovernnieiit b(>' pleaseil to state* the i i rcniiist anci's 
relating to t he* outbreak, and tin* steps taken in connection theicwith ^ 


Answer by the Jlon’ble Mh. O’Malfey ; — 


An outbreak ol plague occurred in the village Rajihar in (b.urmoli 
lhana ol the Bakarganj distrii:t. 'I'he di.seasi' lirst devi'loped in a voiith 
who had returned troin Calcutta. The Civil Surgeon visited the villau* 
on the (ith J't'bruary and the Distiict Magi.strate on' Ihe Kth Lehniary. The 
Magistrate arranged tor a .small .segregation eamp outside the village and 
lor the despatch iit certain necessaries from Bari.sal. A Snh A.ssistant, 
burgeon was .stmt I rom Barisal t,o attend spi-cially to the onthreak and the 
niedical ollicer in charge of the (lonrnaili dispensary was ordered to di vote 
aimsell to it. As s<K>n, also, as intimation was ii'ceived by the Sanitary 
oiiiinisr ioijcr, an oHict'r \Nitli s|)<*cial ex of jilat^iu* was iiiiniccJiatt ly 
< csj)atche(l to tlic \ illa{^o Iroin Calcutta to investigate and report. Tfirec 
cases of siisja^cted plague also occurred in Barisal towards ila* end of danu- 
aiy wnicli appear to lia\(* had no connection with tJK‘ cases at liajihai 
Ihe statistic-^ up to the 2Hih IVhruary, IhlH, an* - attacks , deatln dO, 
ca.^e cured I'loni 24 th to 2 Htl] Ct'hruary tlunc W(ue no sidzuriLs and lo 
deaths.” 


I^y the Hon hie Bahu Bko.jenoka Kishoh Kay Chau nut do : - 

0^) Ts it a fact that Bahu Kaniesh ( dia/idra JVlitra, Munsif i:*Higii;«iir)ii t 
<d Patuakhali, has recently resigned his a[»f>oint nicnt ( Mm.Mf uf 

(b) It so, will the Government l>c |)leased to statt* the reasons for such ^ 
resignation ? 

(r) Is there any truth in th(‘ statement that the* s^iid resignation was due 
to the fact that the alxive named gentleman had apj)lied for sJjort leave to 
‘dtend the Kumbh Mela, and that this was refused ? 
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(^>acsi ions (Uid Afisiocrs. 


[5th Mauth, 


"J'lic new 
BulMlivi^iori in 
Mym«'nHinf;li. 


'Plir iiiilw riy 
hridj;!' o\ ( r the 
l{niiiina|iuti u. 


Formation ot 
Union 

Uommittves. 


AiLswef l>y the Jlon ble Mu Kkkh : — 

" ("') 

(/>) ill his letter of resi^iintion a<l(lr(sso(l to the High ('out, stited 
that he was unable to eontinue in his oHice owing to the stale of his hralth. 

(r) No. The Munuif did not tijtply for leave for any purpose either to 
tlie District Judgi' or to tlie High Court.’' 


By tlie Hon'lde Bauu Brojendka Kisiiok Ray Ciiaudhuki : — 

XNIX. {a) Will tlu' tio\t‘rnn)(‘nt l)t‘ ph'ased to stab' what are tJie 
proposed an^a and limits of tla* new subdivision of Dlianbari in Myineiisingli 
undt'r th(‘ seheiiie ot disti iet jiartition ? 

(5) Ar(‘ the (lovt'rninent eonsidtuing the desirability of ascertaining 
public opinion regai’ding the allocation of thanas to the respective subdivisions 
and the iv distribution of thana arc'as? 


Answer by tlu* Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(u) The [i(‘W subdivision of Dhanbaii will consist of thanas Dliaidiari, 
( lopaljiu!’, Madliu|mr, Sarisabari, Kaliliati and (jhat-nl, (‘oveiing an area 
of (115 >((iia,re mil(‘s. t<>g('th(‘r with the (laigazali ])ortion of tin* Madiiupin 
jungl(\ the i'xact aii^a of which has not V('l Ix'eii d'‘l(‘r'inin('d. 

(h) Th(‘ sclieuK' for the ]>artition of Mviiumsingh was )mldish(‘d in the 
Calcnfid (idzcttc in Resolution Nm (>2*^7 R, datinl (lie 27tli Mav, Ihl5, 
a.nd the o|)inions ol‘ tiu' public W(‘re in\it(‘d Tlu' sugg(‘stions which wcm’C' 
r(H‘(M\t‘d lia\e I'c'cn fully considcu'c'd, and (‘('rbiin inodificat i' ais of the' original 
proji'ct inti’odiiced in coiet‘(|nene(‘ (doveinnunil do not consider that it 
would s(‘r\(‘ any useful j)ui*pos(' b' consult the ])iiblic again.” 

By the Hon bU' Bauu l}uo.iENnH\ Kisnou Ray CiiAcniirRi - 

XXX. {<() Is it a fact that the Railway bridge over the Brahma 
putra at Mynunisingh has obstruct(‘d the flow of th(‘ rivc'r, and that a rhur 
has luxm thrown up in constajuenee ? 

{!>) Are th(‘ ( iovcManiKMit considen’ing the desii*abilit y of making an 
inciuiry int(» the eireumstanees indating to this matUu', and of taking steps 
for the rc' i o^al ol any smdi obstruction? 


Answer bv the Hon’ble Mu. Cowley 

“ {(i) In IDKk the active cdiaumd oF ihe old BiMlima putia ri\'cr, alwait 
S()0 fec't aboNC the Railway bridge, was on thi' Myniensingli town side of 
the river bed; since then the retiM* ihannel Ins gora’ i vc‘r to the left ba’ k 
'ido and a vhor has fornu'd on the town sidcc This char increased slightly 
during the ^ear lt)l7. In th<‘ opinion of ( xpi'rt loeal ofli -ers thci forma 
tion of the rhor is not <lue to obstru(‘ti(n by tlie Railway bridge but to the' 
natural tondeiicy in all dedtaic rivers with sandy beds bir the' aeddve channel 
to occupy only part of tin' b al and for tlic' remainder’ of the heal to shoal 
up. 

{b) No.” 

By the Hon’ble Bmut BnAUENnuA CuANnuA Ray ; — 

XXXI. {(i) Will the (M)\ernment be pleased to make a statement 
showing, district by district, the immlier of ITiion (’ommillces, the formation, 
of which was sanctioni'd during R)15, RtKi and 11)17, and the number ot 
sucdi Ceimmittees actually formed in laicdi of these yoars, noting the reTii^ons of 
failure to carry into t'lTcct the sanction in (his behalf in (‘aeh case? 

{h) Is it a fact that although in the district of Khulna a nuaiber ot 
Union (’omuiittcvs were camstiiuted after U'gular election of n embers thereof 
e1r> work of a large numlx'r of these Committees h I'i l>een kept in atieyance 
If so, why? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’M alley : — 
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“ {a) A statement is laid on the tal>le. 

{b) The Hon’ble Member referred to the rcTnarks against Khulna in 
the last column of the statement/’ 


Statement referred to in the ayistaer hy the lion hie Mk. O’Malm y /o ijurstion 
No, XXXI [umtarred), asked hy the Ilonble Haiu IinAnr.NDKA ('iiandka 
Ray at the Council meetiny of the 5th March, 1018. 


NUMBKIl OK UMON | N I'MIIKH OF UNION 
COMMITTKK8 ■JkNt'TlONKD OoMMITTKKH KORMKO 


Disj uif'i . 


niTUIN*! — 



nniiNO— - 


191&. 

191(i 

1017. 

1 

1016. 

lOlfi. 

lIooi;hJy 

3 


(< )r> ! 

3 

... 

Hiilihiini 

(a)2 


(a)2 


.3 

Hank lira 

2 

... 

- 

2 

... 

FarnJpnr 


— 

— 

1 

! 

7 

4’ippeni 

2 

... 

... 1 

2 


Kangpur 

1 

I 5 

*• 

(a)Xi { 

1 

15 

Hojjra 

(a)6 

1 

1 i 

... j 

! 

1 

5 


llcaoun of falitjio to K'lH' (ifTtvM In tin sHiintlnii .Un lun 

till vi'iii 


(a) Tho prcIiim'iKit y Mctioii noci HNiu \ I'fr 
coiifltittifioM i>i' riiion C’ommil toc^ cotilil 
*2 ! tiot 1 h‘ foinpIfltMl lu'l’orr tlic oimI of Mio 
I calondiir yvnr. 

I 

I 

2 , (/>) Duluy oconnod o\fi I lie niodilicat kmi of 
J iHnintiunoH in ordrr (o rctidci tliom cnritojiiii 
i nonH vvilli Cdmiikid/in LnotnH. 

J 

! (tt) Tliret* ILnoii Coiiiitd t to<‘H Imvc fiotn nccitt' 

' ly KUfictiorM*d and ht^’pn aro hojii^ takon f’<»r 
Ida* olOfLioii of JiicndM is, wliilr I u o liiivo 
ttOHii icconMtitiit('<l and tli(‘ old (‘OJiiioittocH 
uro workiri^ pendiii Mi<* lormatioij of now 

foiuiiiittoc,^'. 


I 

I 


I 


Na<ha 


(«)4 


(rl) J )<dt»y occiiriod in tin- case of one I’nion 
Coiniiuttoo pending a roforonce l>\ tlir 
Divisiontd (JoininiHsionor, alftn poMnafion 
of til*' iinal not itjcation, on tli* hiiI ij.ct of 
' tim intro*hiftit*n *>f lia- olcctivc sy.sl.ofn 
TIk* prolimiintry aofion n(<t<'HHai.\ Joi tin' 
(M>riHtitntioa of anotli*'i L'ni*>n ( loiniiiittc* 

. taniJd iiof l)C conifik'ltid iM-fori’ fla* *'nd ol 
i the calendar yttar. 

I 

3 (c) III til** oas*- of tlin'o I’nioii L'liriinilttKih 

i the preliini nai y action ne(<*HKaiy for tlicii 
coiiHtitntion *'JiiJ<I nf*t lx coinph'tefl l>*-lor*5 
i the en*l of tla; oalcndai y*'at and in th** * aH'' 

' of u f*jnrtli further drlay wan canHod I'y tie- 
failiin* of tlio first ch'ctiori , 


JeKhuif 


(/•)« 




2 (y*) Delay wan dm* t** tho failure *>f th*- first 

1 ol©<;tion. 


Kiiiilna 


I >acca 


(r/)24 ; 


! 

i 


(A)44 



43 


15 (y) It IH reported that tin- I Patriot ItoanJ t*»ok 

the vi<*w that its linanoial p*)sition *lid not 
I cfiahl*' it to supfKjrt 24 coiiiiiiiltoox and 

iGHolve*! to piovido only 6 with fnialM, tin* 
leiiiaiiaier Iniiig k**pt in ahoyaneo. riu- 
niatt**r ih now nnd<T th*' ooriHideration **f th*- 
; CtiiiiiriisHioiMT. 

' (A) In the ca»e of one of the Union C*>rn- 
i iiiitteeH Kaiietioned, tho villugorH nub ^oqui'ntly 
**xprosHe<l their uii witliii^riOMH 'to piooeo*! 

' with tl>e cODHtitutiori of a Union Coumiittia; 
' and the notification Hanctioninf; it was 
^ accordingly carioelJed. 


Noakliali 


Conferc'ii(;<‘ of 
local 


Raii^jihr ('alllo 
Fnfiii. 


Mibh 
work on 
silk-worms. 


^•^>2 Questions and Answers, f5TH March » 

By the Hon’f)le Bahu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XXXIJ. {a) With reference to the answer to iny unstarred question 
JNo. LXXIV, asked on the 7th August, 1917, will the (lovernnient be pleased 
to state whether the inquiries referred to therein have been made? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of holding 
similar con rei-('nees of local l)odies in Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

{a) It lias l)(‘en ascertained that the l(K*al and nmnicipal conference 
held in the Madras Presidency early in 1917 was organized privately by 
gentlemen inte?*('sted in lo(‘al self-government and that it was not held under 
t lie auspices of the Government of Madras, which accorded it no f)llicial ri'cog- 
nition. 

{h) In view of the above statmiient this (juestion d(X‘s not arise.” 


By tlic llorrhle Babo J9iabendba CbiANOKA Rav ; — 

XXX 111. {(i) With refer(mc(' to th(' statement in th(' latest Annual 

Report on the Ik'partnumt of Aginculture, that the policy oi t.h(' Rangpiir 
Cattl(^ Farm has Ix'cm alter(‘d, will th(‘ tioxernment- he j>leased to ('xjilain th(' 
|>olicy so long followed, and in what mat(‘rial ]>arli(*ii]ars [nis the alUTation 
Ix'en made ? 

{h) What progres'> has In'cn made under th(‘ (dd policy, and what prac* 
tical results olitainetl at- the Rangpur Dairy Ibirm? 


Answer by tlie Hon'ble Mr Kerr : - 

“ {(i) The llon’ble Member is referred to paragraph 8 of GoM'rnmtmt 
Res(dution No. 552 T.— R , datc'd Iht' l()th May, which was published 

in tlie Calcutta Cazett'' of the 2rird May, 1917. 

{b) The lack of progress and of pr-actieal results undc'r the old policy 
led Government to adopt a new policy.” 


By the IloThble Bauu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XXXTV With reference to Miss Cleghorn's Scientific work on silk- 
worms, will the Government be pleased to state — 

(/) how long she has been engaged on this work in Bengal; 

(//) what has been the annual cost to Goxernment both as regards her 
remuneration and other charges; 

{th) her qualifications and past experience in the work; 

{u1) the offia^s held by her before employment in Bengal ; 

(r) the practical results obtained by her up to date; and 

(lu) how far have these results been recognised by experts, or utilised 
in any practical manner? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ (i) Miss Cleghorn has been engaged on work in onnei tion wifli silk- 
worms in Bengal since 1902. 

(ii) The expenditure incurred by ( Joverninent in connection with her 
work has been as follows : — 


1*111 u IH* I'ii i i( »i I . Otilt*!' i ' 1 1 ;i 



Rs 

Rs. 

1914-15 

Nil. 

5,0 1 5 

1915-10 

... Nil 

5,000 

1910-17 

... 1.520 

10,200 

1917-18 

... 4,200 

10,500 


(in) MirS CU^horn is a I'cllow of the Linncan, Kntoinolo^ienl mid Z<h) 
logical Societies of I^oiulori, and is a Meniher of the lir it ish Kcologieal S(i( i(‘l.\' 
and of the Asiatic Swicty of Bengal, and has taken a cxiurst^ in Agricidtnral 
Science. She has studied silk worms for K) years. 

(/r) She held no salaried appointment in c*onnection with silk worm 
investigation hefon' her employment by the Bengal (lovernment. 

(e) She has leared up to lh(‘ 54tli generation a hybrid race of nmltivolt- 
in(‘ silk-worms which is l)elie\(‘(l to Ix' superior in its yicdd ol“ silk and 
power to resist disease. 

(ri) The lesultj^ of Miss ("leghorn’s work have hecai highly apprecial(‘d 
by Mr. 11. Maxwt‘11 Lefroy, m a., f f.z.s., Imperial Silk Spec ialist, 
who has c‘Xpr(‘ssed the opinion that her work is thoroughly goewl, and Ihm* 
silk-worms and mulberry plant are of very great value to the Indian silk 
industry. 

It is intended to test ai the Berhampore ("entral Nurse ay in the* year 
I91S-19, the (‘coneirnic value e)f Mis^ ("h‘ghorrrs hylirld raec*, whieh Mr. 
lefroy consielers the most successful hybrid race ])ie>eluced at ])re h<*ni 


By the Hon’lile Baku Bhabendka Chandka Kay : — 

XXXV. (ft) With reference to the statement laiel ein the table in Kcai. ui tip 
answ^er to my unstarre^d quoTiem No. XVI of the 22nd .January last, will the* 

1 ie)verjiinent pleased tej state whether Colonel d. IJexlelin^, c.i.i:., aneJ 
Mr. H. C. F. Meyer also serve sucli co-sharers of the Nawab of J)iict;a as art* 
not under the ("ourt of Wards, and are paid in proportion to their resjiective 
shares in the joint estate ? 

(b) If s<^), will the (iovernment be pleased to make a statement showing 
the total amount drawn by each under each head referred to in the aforc^said 
<luestion, from the joint estate of the Nawab and his co-sharers, during (vu h 
year c^omprised in the said statement ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. Kerr : — 


“ (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table.” 



Mr. Burtoirn 
conduct at 
Dinajpur. 
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Statemcni refcrrod to in the answer by the Hoiible Mr. Kerr to question 
No, XXXV {unsiar red), asked by the Ilonble Babu Bhabenuha Chandra 
ItAY, at the Council meeting of the 5th March, 1918^ showing the amounts 
drairn by Col. J. Hoddino, c.i.e., ayui II. C. F. Meyer, Ekq., on account of 
salary, etc., from the joint Estate of the Nawab of Dacca and his co-sharers. 


Y ear. 

1 Name and dtHiKiiatlon of tUeofllier 
and tlie KstatAi In whkdi 
cm ploy ml. 

S ilary. 



Person il 
allowance. 

Travelling 

charges 

and 

travelling 

allowaucca. 

Conveyance 
ohnrgm 
at the 
Head 
quarters 
debited 
to the 
Katate. 

1 Houwi-rent 
or 

allowance. 

Otiier 
cxpeiuiea 
of a 

pciHonal 
natnrt* 
j debited! 
to the 
Katate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 


6 

7 

H 



Rh. 




Rh. 

Us. 

Us. 

R.s. 

1907-(»H (fr(nii 

Aw^mhI 1 9(17 ) 

Culont'l J. llotldiii^, f .I.E.. 
M;iiiut;<*r, EstiiioH of tl>o 
Nawfil) of Dacca ai»<l liia 
co-HliarcrH^ 

11,200 

1 

i 

1 

1 ,070 

2,24-J ; 

1 

1 

1 

815 

1908-00 

Ditto 

17,889 

- 

1,218 

2,720 

1,110 

1000-1(1 

Ditto 

18,0(K) 

1 

I 

1,747 

8,580 

1 , ! 30 

1010-11 

Ditto 

1 8,000 

1 

1,055 

8,452 

1,100 

1011-12 

Ditto 

18,000 


435 

10,882 

1,144 

1012-i:i 

Ditto 

18,000 


1,410 

4,085 

1 ,200 

ioi:m4 

Ditto 

18,000 


1,008 

0,107 

1 

1.448 

1014-10 

Ditto 

18,000 

... 

180 

0,840 j 

1 

1 ,2 1 4 

1015-10 

Ditto 

18,000 


1,000 

4,c:i4 i 

1 

1,578 

1010-17 

Ditto 

18,000 ! 

[ 

088 : 

4,918 ... 

1,224 

1 007 OH ( from 1 hI 
Auj^ust 1007) * 

11. C. V. Meyer, Eh(|., 
A^jeiit, E'^tate*^ of tiie 
Nuwal) of Dacca and Idn 
co-sliarer'^, BariHal At’en- 
eyt 

0,887 

1 

1 

1 

! 

207 


lOoH-OO ... i 

1 

Ditto 

12,150 

... 

170 

810 

... 

1000-10 ... 1 

1 

Ditto 

10,831 


02 

810 j 


1010-11 

Ditto 

10,881 

... 

257 

810 

... 


1011-12 

Ditto 

18,781 

... 

598 

810 



1012-18 

Ditto 

10,881 

... 

182 

810 



1018 14 

Ditto 

10,331 

... 

201 

310 


... 

1014-15 

Ditti* 

14,314 

... 

1,900 

77 



1015-10 

Ditto 

10,381 

1 

108 

213 



1010-17 

Ditto ; 

10,831 } 

•• 

U5 

320 


... 


'' MuiiaKot Uvi’w lu au K^tatt* pai t of which Im used an office bj part of the Krtfate Htnff, 

1 A«eiit livcH in an K^Ut« hoii«<s part of which hi UHcd an an offleu. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XXXVI. («) Is it a fact that Mr. Burton shot dead some Sonthals in 
Dinajpur on or about the 30th March, 1915, when he was stationed there as 
Superintendent of Police 1 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to make a statement regardinf? 
this incident? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a) and (6) Th® facts of the cas<‘ are 'lUjled in tlie judgment of the 
Sessions Judge of Dinajpur dated the 21st June. 1915, a copy of which in 
laid on the table.” 


Copy of Juilymcnt referred to in the answer hy the irou’lili- Mr. Kkuk, to 
question No. XXXVI {utwtnrred) asiced hy the Hoii’hliv Uaiu Hiiahknoua 
Chandra Hay, at the Council meetiny of the Hth March. VJIS. 

In the Court of the Sessions Judge of Dinajpur, 

The 21st June, 1915. 

I’RtSSKNT : — O. II. MOSEDEV, ESQ., SeHsioilH Juili'o of ] >io:i j|iii r. 


Kni peror 

(1) Paroo, { 2 ) Churn, (iJ) Kuor, (4) Monmi, (r>) (h) Jii^'iia, (7) Hu lliiui, 

(S) (Miota and (9) 8uga 


SectionH im/liU, 1. P. C. 

Sesflioiifl 0«iHe No. 10 of 1915, Dinajpur. 

For prosi^cution — Mahu Jotindra Motion Stio, l^ulilic ProHctuil or. 
For defence — Non<‘. 


ftfudgmant. 

'1'hk nine iiecmsotl fXirHoiiK in tliis (‘ast^ have heon (‘oniinitt nil to thiw (joiirf 
for i rial on charges tif riotinor, n,n<l with the proviRions of section 14!), I. 1*. 
of causing griev^oiifi hurt to Mr. L. H. Burton, the Superinl ondtuit of Bolici^ of 
this district in th(3 discharg’o of his public duty, hy piorcin^r his lo^ with 
arrfiws. 

All the accused have pleaded not ^.^uihy to the (diarg’i^s and t he evidence 
at^ainst them has been h(3ard in this court. 

The case for tin; prosecution is that on a cromplaint having been lodged 
l)(*for(^ a Magistrate by one Banchanon Das, a civil (*ourt peon, that In^ had 
beini violently resisted by the accusiMl Barn Sonthal and oidnu's in the 
execution of a writ of attachment of Barn’s movable iirofxoties, a warrant 
lor the arrest of Baru was issuinl by tin' Matristrati;. Tln^ police oirnrer 
entrusted with the exc^cution of tln^ warrant faihnl to execute it aiul applie<l 
for the issue of proclamation and attaidinieiit against Baru and f lie^c^ pro- 
<‘esses were issued by th(^ Magistrate?. Several police otlicin-s, including 
t he Inspector of the Division atteinpt(*d to execute those proct^sses but failed 
‘oving to threats of armeil resistance by l*aru and his associates. Eventually 
tlH‘ Superintendent of Police, with tlu; a|)proval of tin? District Magistrati?, 
consented to tlio employment of armed police to overcoiiH' tin? r(?sist,anc?e. 
bhi the morning of the 3()th March, Mr. Burton |)roceeded t(j the vicinity of 
baru’s hari with an armed force of 20 constables and 2 heail constablt's and 
accompanied by the Inspector and the Kotwali Sub-Inspector. At a distance 
of about a'mile from the'hari \\o directed tin? armed fcjrci? to conn? on slowly 
and rode ahead with the Inspector and Sub- Insp(?ctor. On reaching the hari^ 
Mr. Burton rode into the courtyard and calle<l out in Bengali to I’aru t<» 
Come out, a Iding thal theri? was nothing to fear and that In? vvxniM see that 
justice was done. The Sub-Inspector calb^d out to Paru that he had a 
warrant for his arrest and that lie should come out and give himself up. 
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Thero was no rosponso to those calls and in fact as Mr. Burton says, the hari 
af)p(iarod to l)e d(‘Sorted. liut presently the sounds of a drum being beaten 
and ot voices, were liear^l inside the hari. Some Sonth^Is were seen coming 
towards the />ar/ from diff(u*ent. din^ctions as if in response to the drum. 
Mr. I^urton tlien sent th(^ Sub-l nsj)i*etor gallo;)ing oft' to bring up the armed 
f()re( . He tlum took up his i)osition along with tlie Inspector on a fiebl about 
30 yards to tlH‘. east of tht^ hari. Then four or five Sonthals came out in front 
of the />ar/ and b(*gan to perform a sort of vv\ar dance to the sound of a drum, 
led by Paru wlio carried an ax(‘ in liis Inind, and kept saluting the sun. 
Mr. Burton from where he stcKxl, again attempted to reason with them 
calling out. to tlumi tliat they were fools and that it was useless to attempt 
to resist an arm(‘d forcuj. Tlit‘ arimul force tlum arrived and Mr. Burton 
dividtxl it iij) into two detachments smiding oiu^ in charge of om^ of the liead- 
(x)nstabl(^ to thf^ wc^st of tdu‘ hari round by the north to prevent an escape 
in that direction and keeping the othm* with him. While the first detachment 
was on its way tc) tak(‘. up its position, arrows were shot from the Itari in lK)t h 
directions. Some whizze 1 past M r. Ihirton who thereupon exchanged his 
])istol for a musktd. loaded with buckshot and finul the charge at th(^ legs 
of one of th(^ nirn wlio weia^ in front of tln^ /yan dancing about and sh(Kitiug 
arrows. Th(‘ man (wliom Mr. Ihirton says he saw actually shooting arrows 
in his dii-{‘(U,ion), S(‘i/(xl hold of his leg as if hit there. Tliis, however, shoiiunI 
to liav(‘ no effect on t he party of defenders. So Mr. Burton loaded again with 
buckshot, and firt‘,d at a man’s hi‘ad. TIk^ man b^ll. He had also ordered 
Ills num to load with buckshot and fin‘ low. At this monumt a swarm of 1 )(H‘s 
canu' from the di»-eciion of tii(^ /xf/v and atta(;ked Mr. Burton and tin* men with 
liim. As he was struggling to ])ro((‘ct himself against the btn^s, drojiping his 
musket and losing his hat and glasses, he suddenly fcdt a sharp pain in his 
h*ft leg and, looking down, found as lu‘ says, t hat, an arrow had passcnl right 
tlirough it. H(‘ then r(‘tir(‘d to some distama^ and aft('r t*xamiuing his wound 
st.arteii back for Dinajpur to g(d. nuxlicad assistanct*, as it was a])]>rt‘hendt‘<l 
that tlu^ Sonthals’ arrows wer(‘ poisomub He left dirt^elions to k(H‘]') tlu^ hasfi 
surrounded and j)romis(.‘d to send out i*einforctmients from h(iad(iuart.ei*s. 
K(>ramat Ilossain, Hi'ad-Constabh*, with th(‘ 10 (uinstabhxs under liis charg(‘. 
Hum look U]) positions round tlu‘ block of foiii’ haris. which includes l\iru’s 
/xer/ and tlu'y w(‘r(> ])res(mtly reinforced by 3 or ‘1 constabh's from t lu‘ otlu r 
dt‘t achnumt. (Tlie Inuid-constable and other const ables of t h(‘ sectoral 
detacdiment, as W(dl us tIc' Insp<otor, had returned to a mnghbouring /)ari to 
gel what rcdief tln^y could for t heir b(>e-st ings). 

According to K(‘ramat. ilossain, the Sonthals wau-e at this stagi^ still 
shooting ai rows t hick and fast in several directions and beating a drum. 
Prc'sently, howevtu*, they withdrew into the main courtyard. Koramat 
Ilossain called out again to Paru, thnaitiuiing to set fire to his house if tiny 
did not stop. H(' tlnm saw the Sonthals retiring inside the huts and tho 
drum bt'ating ceasixl. He t lnu-eupon sigualltHl to his men to clost^ in round 
tlie hari and ordered them to push the inmu* courtyard witli fixed bayoinas 
whi(di they did. lb* m‘xt procaHnled to addi'css tin* inmates of the huts to 
induce tlnun toconu‘ out. At this moiinmt large reinforcements from lu‘atl- 
qiiartc'rs arrivcnl on tin* s(*ene consisting of 43 armed constaliles in charge el 
a liead-c 'iistabh^ and soon after that., Paru, after some bandying of words 
was partly inducial and partly pulled out of the west hut and placed under 
arrest. Five more men were induced to come out of the north and west huts 
and thr(‘(' more W(u-e found hiding in the dark inside the huts when a search 
was ma(U‘ with lights, ddu'se eight others were similarly |)laced under arrest 
and all niiit' were brought in custody to Dinajpur the same evening, ddn y 
have remaiiK'd in custixly t'ver since and tiny have been identifiod as the nine 
ac^cusetl j (u-sons now before the court. Fiv(^ of them, viz., ChoDa, .lagan, 
tlagua, Budhan and Suga made statements with natuiie of confessions before 
Babu (drish Chandra Nag, Deputy ^lagistratc at Dinajpur, on the following 
day (March 3l8t) Paru, Churn, Manu and Kuor all had gun-shot wounds on 
them wlnm tlu'y were arrested 

For the prosecution eleven witnesses have been examined in this Court? 
viz., Mr. Jkirton, Inspector Anadi Nath Ghosh, Sub-Inspector Srikanto 
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Chakravarty, Ilead-CoiiHtable Koraiiiat Ilossaiii, KJia^ihat Ttnvari aiui 
Mahamad Sakiir Khan, Padarat Tliakur (a shop-kroprr who (oWnwed 
police party and saw something of what oecurro 1). I'anehanau Das (the (hvil 
Court peon), Diikliu Sonthal and Haranga Draon (who prove Mm* itdatlonshij* 
between the accused persons) and the plan-maker Kailash (Miaudra Miltra. 
Thi‘ deposition of the Assistant SurgtMai of Dinajjnir who ixainim^ 1 and 
treated Mr. Burton, the four woumbnl accused and (lu‘ stung constables, has 
been read as evidence. 

Several documents evidencing tlu' origin of tln^ proeetniings against Parn 
ami the subsc^quent course of (‘^'enl in iHHini'ction with t.heat!em])i toari-esi 
Paru liave alsf) been provc'd. 

Exhibit. 11 is the t'xamination by the ]\lagistrat(‘ of PanehaTian Das on his 
(a)mplaint on the lOth F{d)ruarv. Paiiclianan has siat.cMl in his r\ idt'iua* i?i 
this cajurt that he was la^sisted in the \(Hmtion of t he wiht of at taeliimnit. 
and s(‘V(M-(‘]y biaatcm by Jkiru, (Jliuru and elagan amongst, tin* pi*tcs(-nl aeens(‘d, 
although at tlu‘ time of lodging his (5om])laint. h(‘ did not know t ln^ naim's of 
the latt(M* two. 

Exhibit t) is tin* warrant for the arrest of Pa.rii addrt'ssed l,o the olVie.-r 
in charg(‘ of the Kotwali thana(wlio was Srikanto ( diak ra varty ). hAliibif 7 
is l h(‘ proclamation for his appearance' and Exhibit, d is 1 ho Magist rati' s ordm- 
of attacliment. 

ddiis <‘vidence‘ makes it ch'ar that the wain ant of arre'st was legally 
issiUMl and that, the' I vvo j^oliee* oHieen-s winv* acting l(‘g.'illy and discharging 
their public fuiKdaons in att(mq)ting to arre^st Ikiru on t he dOt h Maredi. 

l'h(' ('videnc(' of Mr. Burton and of t.ln* lnsp(*.ctor, Sii b-I nsj ^ecH < )r, K(‘,ramat 
llossain, Bhagabat Tewari and Jkidarat Phakur fully provi's the first part e)f 
(he geaieral case* for the j)rose‘Cut ion up to tlie) woundingand ndire^meuit of 
Mr. Burton. As rr^gards tln^ numbeu* uf persons who at this si, age ea-inie out 
in front of Paru’s hari anel maeb' ehunonstrjitions against, tln‘ jiolice^ 
Mr. Bui'ton says he saw five or six at a time*., the 8u b-1 nsp(u;tor spisaks of live* 
or six num in the' out.eu* courtyard and three* or (our meui in t in* pass.age', and 
the' InsjKH'tor speaks in much the; same* way, Ke*ramal llossain and Bhagabat 
T(*wari sjie'ak of nine* c)r te*n mem elancing abejut outside*. Most e>r the*ni s<*eni 
te) Innu' beem armed with bows and arrows. 

Paru is ielentifiod by all the; fe)ur police; witne'sse's as the; man who was 
taking the leading j)art in the- pre)C('e*dings. Of t he* othe*r accused (diuru is 
idemtified by the Inspector and the; 8u b-]nsp(-ctor, Jagan bytheoSub- 
Inspector, dagua by the Inspector, Budhan by tin* Jnsp(;ct,or ainl Su b- 1 nspeictoi*, 
Mann by the Sub-Inspe-ctor and (Miota by the* Sn b-Inspe'ct or. Mr. Burton 
‘'ilso identified Ohotii as a man who passe;el epiite; close* to him into one of the* 
houses aeljoiniiig Para’s when the drum b(;ating In-gan. K nor who, as 
uieedical evidence shows, had nine* gun shot wounds in his ](*g, is alnnest, 
certainly th(3 man at whose; l(;gs Mr. Burton [first fir(;(l seHung him aedually 
shooting arrows in his dire'ction. Manu, who hael a gnn-sliot. wound in the 
<‘yc is probably the man at whose; he.’ael Mr. Burton fired tin' se*eond chargee 
At any rate it is clear that he as well as Paru and Churn who alse; r(;cfuv(sl 
gun-shot wounds, must have been to the ff)re when tin; Hln>ts w(;re* fire-d. 

The second part of the case ending with arrest of all nine is proved by 
the evidence of Koramat Hossain, Bhagabat T(;vvari, Muhammad Sakur Khan 
‘UieJ partly by the evidence of the Inspector and I^aelarat ’riiakur, the* latte-r 
cf whom saw the last three men brought out of the lints and ide*ntified the*ni 
Jagan, Chota and Budhan. At the time of the arrest, were; found inside 

f^ari 40 arrows, 13 bows, four sbielels, a large; dao^ one axf‘, a spe'ar, a 
drum and Mr. Burton’s hat as well as some other artich;s. Fifty-five; othe;r 
‘Arrows were picked uj) outside the hart. All those have been preKluce-d and 
luarked as Ex. 
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The evidence of the Awftifttant Surgeon shows that Mr. Burton’s leg was 
pierced to tlic hone l>y two punctured wounds and that he was incapacitated 
for at least six weeks. In the first instance an operation had to be 
perforriKHl under chloroform. (I may add that at the time of giving his 
evidence in this court, over 2J- months after the occurrence, Mr. Burton wajs 
still on leave recovering from the effi'cts of the injuries). 

It is proved beyond all manner of doubt that there was an unlawful 
assembly of over 5 ])ersons headed by Paru, with the common object of 
resisting the lawful arrest of Paru, and that grievous hurt was caused to 
Mr. Burton while discliarging his public du^.y, in prosecution of the common 
object. Most, if not all, the members of the assembly having b(^en armed with 
bows, arrows or other deadly weapons, I hold that they all know that 
grievous liurt was likely to be caused and that th('y were therefore^ all 
criminally responsible, under the provisions of section 119, Indian Penal 
(>)de, for the injury inflicted. As 1 have aln^ady said, tin* fact that Paru, 
Churn. Kuor aiid Manu were members of tlu^ unlawful assembly is proved 
incircumstantially by the gun-shot. Avounds which they sustained. Against 
the other fiv(^ accused ther(‘ is th(‘ t‘videnee of on(> or two witnesses who say that 
rh(\v recognised them amongst tin* persons making the demonstrations in 
front of the hart, the fac^t that they wi^ro all eventually found inside the hari, 
and in tlu^ cas(* of each of t hem, a stateiinmt of the nature of a confession. 
1 leave aside for the moment the first class of iwidimce, especially in tin* cas(‘s 
of Chota, .lagan and Jagua, (^ach of whom was only recognis('d by one witness, 
having r(*gard to tin; possibility th*it tln^ vvltn(;ss(^s might bt* mistaken as lo 
tlu; identity. The lU'Xt question which arises is whether tin* fact of thr 
j)er8ons being subs(;quently found in Paru’s hari 'x'^ conclusivi; proof of iheir 
liaving taken ]>art in tin* demonstration of resistance which resulted in thr 
injury I o Mr. liurt on. It would certainly have been a stronger ])iece of 
(Evidence if it had been clearly shown that tlu* had been successfully 
isolated from the beginning to the end of the operations. But there* was 
evidently something of a bre.ak in the operations consequent on the Imm- 
incid(M)t and the constable's guarding the l)(iri thereafter have not been eall('d 
as witnesK(*s l,o testify that no om* passed into the hari. However, it is 
clear to me that if any one did so pass in, at or after that jnneture, he (*oul(l 
only hav(*- done so with the inbmtion of reinforcing the defenders, and ths 
mat ter is, in my opinion, sufficiently chuired uj) by the eonft'ssions ol I Ik s* 
five; accused, couph'd with the evitleiice of the relationship t o Paru and t ht‘ii 
behaviour on previous occavsions. .lagua, in th(> o])ening sent(*nce of his 
conf{;ssion, stated, “when tin' polict; and the Sahib caim*, we entered Paru’s 
house with bows and arrows”. 

Suga stated, ‘‘ I was in Paru’s place when the police Sahib went there 
yesterday. Paru said to me : Shoot them wit h arrows, else I shall kill you. 
1 discharged my arrow once.” 

Chota stated, ‘'Paru Majhi said to me. Do what I tell you or I shall kill 
you. When the l\)lico Sahib went close io the bari of Paru, 1 was ploughiiur 
I left my plougli and entered the hari of Paru through fear. 1 remaiiu’ l 
there He goes on to say that he ri inained all the time inside the hut. But 
it is obvious that any one win) entered Paru’s bari at the time when the police 
Were about to make a raid on it, could only have done so with the object of 
joining in the resistance. The evidence of Baranga Uraon shows that Chota. 
althougli a step-brother of Paru, does not live in Paru’s bari,, but in the ban 
of his own brother Jagua, which is some distance to the south, and not 
adjoining Paru’s hari {vide the map Ex. 8). 

Budhan, in his confession stated. " When the Police Sahib went, I was ni 
Paru’s bari I beat the drum.” 

Jagan, in his confession dties not explicitly say that he was in Paru’s ban 
at the time Mr. Burton was wounded. In fact ho asserted that when the 
was fired he returned into his own hut (his bari adjoining Paru’s) auJ 
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emained there. The evidence, however, rIiows that lu> was found in Pam’s 
art. He stated, however, that lie, as well as l^udlian heat thi' drum, which 
v-ould show that he was a member of the unlawful assembly at the inception. 


These confessions appear to mo to have been voluntarily madt\ although 
hey have been, more or less, retracte<l hefon' the ( \>numt t in^ Mag'ist rate, 
iven there Sug'a admitted that he had shot an arrow aiul Ibid ban that ht^ 
lad beaten tlie drum. 8uga ihert* asserttKl that Mr. Hurto>n iind lirst. If la* 
iieant that lie fired hidore any arrows wen* shot, his statt^nu'nt cannot 
jossibly be acu-epted in face of Mr. Burton’s evidenct*. 

Then as re^J:ards relationship and jirevious conduct, it is in evidmict* that 
diurii is hrothtu' of Paru and Ja^ua am) (diota an* both st(‘i >-brothers, 
bidlian is a first-cousin, Maiuiu is his nei)h(‘W, Suga is a ecnisin, wliib* da^an 
iml Kuor are botli coipiected with him by marriaj^i*. 

The evideiKH* of the Civil (>ourt peon, Pam*hanan. shows that when he 
vent to executi* tin* writ of atta(‘hment, (diuni and Jauan joim‘<l IViru in 
•esisting him wit h violence. 


The (^videiuio* of Inspectoi* and Sub-lnsp(*ct or shows t hat wln n th(\v wmit 

0 arrest Paru on a jirevious occasion (in ('Xeoaition ol tln^ saim* warrant), 
Paru came to them in a neighbouring Aar/ acconi])ani<‘d bv soint* lo other num, 
ill armed with bows and arrows, axes, daos, shiidds. etc^., and threatmuul to 
vill thmn if they did not leave* th(^ pla<*<‘ iinm<*d iat(‘ly. Tin* lnsp(‘(*tor idenli- 
:i(*s (Jhiirii, Ja^an, dagua and Budhan as havin^r bee n aimm^st Icaru s i;om- 
uinioiis on this occasion and the* Sub~l nspe*(;tor similarly identifies (dniru 
ind (Jhota. 

l\(*ading; all this e.‘Vidence to^*e*ther, I emtf*rtain no eloubt that, all the* 
accused jicrsons assemibbnl in I'aru’s Anr/ e‘X |)T'(*ssly for t he* purpose* of n'sis- 

1 i n^* the* ])olice. 


There appe*ars to me to have been no sort of justification or e*ven (*xcuse* 
Ibi- such rt^sist ance*. In fact, it aj)pe‘ars Irom the* enudeuice* that. J aril ])re*te*nds 
or imagines himsedf to bt* a Kajah, and has for some^ tinier fiast (l(fte‘rmimH] t.o 
defy all public aid horitit‘.s. I may add he*re^ that ])aj)e*rs on the* r(‘<oi*d show 
that Mr. Burton was ve*ry reductant to e*mploy an arme.d foria‘ and the e?vi- 
de*nc(* sliows, that even alien* he* had starteel lor the* ]>lace‘ with his loice*, hee 
inade^ every lit tempt to e‘treK;t his e>bject first wilhejut brin^in^ t in* iore*e^ on to 
the* scene and seconelly, without re^sortiiij^ to ae*tual use* e>I the* fireeaims. 
There can be no eloubt, I think, that the ultimate* firin^r of the two char^mH ol 
l>uekshe)t was necessitated by the* circumstance‘s. 


Finding and Sentences. 

Agreeing with both the assessors, 1 finel all nine accuseiJ peu*S()ns guilty 
of eifl'ences uneJe*r sections 148, 333/14!b J. P. P- TTnele*r thej d ea 

Se ction I sentence Paru to rigorous imprisonment lor five yc*arH and Idiurii 
dagan, dagua, liudhan, Maim, Kuor and Clueta to rigorous imprisonment lor 
dnee years each. Suga in consieleration of his age^ (11 years) 1 sentence o 
^'igorous imprisonineni for three inonths under the sanu*. section. No separa e 
Sentences are passed under section 148, I. P. Id- 


C. H. MOSELEY, 

Sc SSI 07 is Judge. 


The 21st June.^ 1915. 
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Questions and Answers. [5 th March, 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XXXVIl. {a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of 
petitions which were submitted to Government about the grievances of the 
aHsistanis^d’ llu' Secretariat r(‘cord room and what stej)s, if any, have been 
tgiken thereon ? 

{h) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the entire old staff of assistants were removed on the ground that the terms 
oi’ their )-;erviee had exj)ired and that a new staff of assistants recruited from 
outside were appointed in their place? 

(r) Is it a fact that circulars were issued by the Government to certain 
])istri< t offices to ])rovide these men with appointments wherever jmssible? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ {(i) Eight jietitions wtue received from tein]>orary assistants of the 
Secretariat record-room whose services had been dis})ensed with. In six of 
th(\s(\ allegations wer(‘ made against the Kee})er of tlu' R(H*ords. These allt‘- 
gations \\er(‘ fully enquired into by the l)n(lcr-Sc(U*Ltaiy to (loMMiinuMit 
in the Political Department and were found to })e baseless. The otluu’ two 
p(Titions merely askcal for <‘mployment. 

(h) A numl)er of tem])orary assistants wane (unployed for vaiaous pi^r 
loda on repairing, arranging and tracing the old historical rec’ords. Tludr 
nunib(M’ Aaried from time to time, and on 15th Sept-emhtu’, 11)17, when the 
sanctioiu'd tcuin of tludr appointment ex})irc‘d, sevtm men were so employed 
d'lieir work an as not satisfactory, and it was d(‘cid<nl to re}>hiee them by six 
num on lietter pay and with superior qualifications. 

(r) Yes” 


By the TTon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XXXVIII. (^/) Will the Government be pleased to state whether tlie 
Secrtdariat Ruh\s require the notifying of vacancies in the Secretariat 
Record Room ? 

(h) If so, why the rules were not c‘omplied with by the Keeper of 
Recwds, Ml-. Dias, in n‘S})ect of vacancies in the Record Room ? 

(c) Will the Government be jileased to state whether the claims of 
qualified men in the Record Rcxim were |)assed over from time to time on the 
(H'currence of vacancies there ? If so, why ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. KeRR : — ^ 

“ (u) and (b) The Si‘cretariat rules do not require that these appoint- 
rrents should be notified. 

(c) In two cases assistants in the record-room were passed over for pro- 
motion because they were considered unfit for the vacant posts.” 



1 {) 18 .] (^uc^tions and Atisinen<. 1^81 

By the Ilon’ble Babu Buabendra Chandra Ray 

XXXIX. {a) Will the Government he pleased to lay on tiu'. tnhlt' tin' 
appointment file and the Service BiX)k of Mr. Dias, the lv('( |)ei of UiH'ords ? 

{h) Is it a fact that a notice Inns been ]‘('eei\t‘d from the Aeetmntant- 
General, Bengal, stating that Mr. Dias \Aill shortly attain the age oi' 
55 yciirs ? 

(r) Is it also a fact that ho was appoiiit(*d on the uiuhrstanding that 
a(*cording to his own statement he was only ‘15 years of age ^ 

(d) Are the Government considering the (jiK'stion of iH iiuoim; Mi-. Dias 
from his post ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kkrr : — 

‘‘ (a) Government are not prepared to lay tl]('S(‘ pajxMs on llu* table 

(h) The answer is in tlie affirmative. The Accountant (ieiunal miseal 
(ulated Mr. Dias’ age on in(‘orrect information su|)pli(‘d b\ th(' Secri'tariat 
Ac(‘ounts Branch and has since corroeded tlie mistake. 

(r) No. He was 48 years of age at the time of Ins appointnamt . 

(d) No.” 


By the Ilon’ble Babu Bhabkndra Chandra Ray : 

XL. (a) Is it a fact that Bengal Ri‘gnlation 111 of ISIK leijinn's 
adcqiiaU' allowanca^ to lx* nuuh' for tho suitable* niaint< nan(!(‘ oF Slate ])ns.m(‘i’s 
and their families, and also periodica] r('[)orts to lx* made r(‘gaKlnig’ th(‘ suit 
ability of such allowance' and abe>ut r.he' he'altli pnel comFoiis oFiIk' pi-jsonrrs ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased te) state* th(' ])in|)eut of cae li 
such report together with the date th(‘reof and the ae^-lion taken the'ie'oiC 

(c) How many com|)laints have been made up to datx* a/id wJiat actioii 
has been taken thereon regarding — 

(/) the inadequacy of maintenance allowance; 

{'fi) the unsuitability of the method of coiihneim'ut . and 

(i'ii) the health of the state prisoners in Bengal '( 


Answer by the Ilon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

(a) The Hoii'ble Memt)cr is referred t>o the provisions of the* Regula 
tion in question. 

(b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer givc'U to his unstarred 
question No. II at the meeting of Council held on the 20th X'ov(‘mlK*r, lhl7 

(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer givcui U) similar 
questions Nos. XVII and XVIII asked by him at the mwting held on the 20th 
November. 1917, with regard to detenns. As regards State* prisoners the 
position is similar.” 


Cast’ tlir 
Krt‘jM‘r of 
Ki'cords. 


Mai II hMumof' r 
Slain piihoiinii 



'^jondition of 
S< liuriger-ritrikerB. 


AHHintiuit 
DiruotorHhif) of 
Public 

InHtriiotioti for 

Mubaniina<luii 

Education. 


Irispcctorsbip 
of Civil Court 
offic«8. 


262 . Questions and Answers. [5th Makch, 

By the Hon’ble Bahu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XLI. {a) Have the Government any information regarding the State 
prisoners who reeently went on a hunger-strike in the jail at AlipomV 

(5) If so, will the Government be ])leased to state how each of them is 
getting on at present ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ (a) and (5) Government has reeeived information from time to time 
regarding the prisoners referred to. Any information in the posst^ssion of 
Government ha.s been and will be freely eommunicated to the relatives of the 
persons wmcierned on a})plieation to the Additional SeereUiry to Government, 
imt it is not considered desirable to publish bulletins about these men.” 


By the Hon’ble Maui.vi Aiuil Kasem ; — 

XLll Will the Government Ih; plea.s(‘d to staU' whether it is [)ropose<l 
to alK)lish t he office of t he Assistant Director of Pnlffic Instnietion for Muham- 
madan Education or to amalgamate it with the office of the Assistant Direetoi: 
of I’ublic Instruction ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ It is not proposed either to abolish the post of Assistant Director ol' 
Ihiblic Instruction for Muhammadan Education or to amalgamate it with 
that of the Assistant Director of I’ublic Instruction. During the absence on 
leave of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhainmmadan 
Education the As, distant Director of Public Instruction is at present per- 
forming the duties of both posts, and temporary arrangements of this nature 
ait* likely to prove necessaiy in the future, in view of the shortage of ofli 
cers of the Indian Educational Service during the war.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem : — 

* 

XLI II. Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(?') when the appointment of the Inspector of Civil Court offices 
was first created; 

(vi) the name of the officer now holding the appointment; 

Qii) the salary paid to him ; 

{iv) his qualifications, and the work he did before his appointment to 
this office, and the salary he then received; 

(c) when his term of service expires. 



1918.] Questions and Answers, 2B3 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (i) October 12th, 1914. 

{ii) Mr. R. J. Watson. 

(iii) Rs. 1,500 a month. 

(iv) He was trained in England to be a Solicitor. In 190:i he came to 
Calcutta as Manager of the Remington Typewriter Com[)any, and while in 
their employment he was instrumental in introducing several iniportanl 
changes in the offices of the ('alcutta Municipality, the Port Coininissioners, 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, the East Indian Railway and ceitain large 
private firms. At the instance of the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Coininittet' 
Mr. Watson was a{)])ointed Controller of Office Systems, Bengal, on Ja^nvirv 
1st, 1006, on Rs. 1,500 a month, his main duties being to inspect Civil, (’ri 
ininal and Collectorate record-rooms; he held this ]K)st until he ohtaint‘d Im.> 
present ap}>ointTnent , which was san(‘tioned hy the Secretary of State at the 
instance of the High Court and the Clovernment of India in view of the neees 
sity of some special agency for assisting District Judges in the control of tJu'' 
.adininistrati ve work of their offices. 

(r) December 31st, 1930.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvt Ahttl Kaskm : — 


XLIV. Will the (Jovernment lx* pleased to state 

Q) the names of the officers pla(H‘d on special duty in ( onrrertion with 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill ; 


Sprcial nfticrrn 

III cniiiiccJion 
w i(,li 1 hr (/ith'iil (,u 

M iitiii I |uil Hill. 


Qi) the period for which they were so employed; and 


Qii) the amount of specieal allowances paid to them ? 


Answer by the Tlon’ble Mu. O’Malley : — 

“ {(i) A statement is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to hij the JIo)ihle O ’Mallet in his answer to <picstion 

No. XLIV {unstarred) ashed htj the IlonJfle Maui.vi Aani. Kaskm at the 
(Council meeting of the 5th March,, showing names aj officers placed on 

special duty in connection imth the (Jalcutta Munici jnil Bill, 


Naml. 


Period of iiticciitl appolntuiunt 

_ 

S 

B|m>c1u 1 ullowaiieuh 

3 

1. Mr. C. F. Payne, 

i.e.s. 

15tli Octobor, ]‘M2 to 
24tb March, 1913. 

l)(‘piitatif)n allowance* of 
Ks. 300 ])er mensejn or 
Ks. 10 [)er dicun. which- 
ever was less. 

Mr. S. C. Guj^ta, Bar.- 
at-Law. 

Mr. J. C. Mukerjea, 
Bar. -at T^aw. 

9th February, 1913 to 
12tli September, 191"1 

19tb October, 1914 to 
9th May, 18tl5 

\A temporary apf)oint- 
1 ment on consolidated 
[ j>ay without alio wanc(!s 
/ was created. 





(Questions and Answers, 


[5th Makch. 


ttlornnnt 
HccfK it) 
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By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem : — 

XLV. (a) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of Settlement Officers at present employed in charge of 
major operations ; 

{>i) the length of actual service of each such officer; and 

(tii) the period of employment of each such officer in the Settlement 
Department before his apjwintment as Settlement Officer ? 

(5) Is it a fact that the Government of India suggested that at least 
some of the appointments of Settlement Officers shoulcf be held by Indian 
Members of the Provincial Service? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing ati 
Indian Member of the Provincial Service as a Settlement Officer ? 

{d) Is it a fact that there are several members in the Provincial Service 
•who are quite fit to act as Settlement Officers ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(5) The Government of India once suggested that some appointments of 
Settlement Officers should be listed as open to th(' Provincial Civil Service. 

(c) and {(]) These questions have been and are still under the considora 
tion of Government.” 


Statement referred lo hi/ the Ilonhle Mk. Kekk in his aiisirer tv question 
No. XLV {unslnr red) asked, hi/ the J Ion hie Maui.vi Aiuu, Kaskm at the 
Council meeting of the 5th March, 1918. 


Name* of tJtittlaroeiit omoetT) at prenent «mplo>e<l in 
charge of major operatioi.a. 

1 

The length of actual 
JMTTlce. 

i 

i 

Tho period of Horvice of e<»clj ■'U« li 
ijfflcer In the iSettlem**ut Departs 
ment before hi» »pjK>inttucnt 

HJi Sett ement OfIl''e . 

8 

1. Mr. F. W. Robertson, I.C.8., Settle- 
ment Oflicor of Bankura and 
Midnapore. 

8 years 

1 

2 years. 

2. Mr. W. H. Nelson, i.e.s.. Settle- 
ment Officer of Rajshahi. 

12 years 

8 months. 

2 years 2 months. 

3. Mr. W. H. Thompson, l.C.s., Settle- 
inciit Officer of Tippeni and 
Noakhali. 

i 

8 years 

years. 

1, Mr. J. M. Pringle, I.C.S., Settlement 
Officer of Jessore. 

5 years i 

3 months. 

1 month. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

THE AMENDED DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENT.^ 

The Hon'ble Mk. Donald pres(‘nt(Hl 1 Ik- Aniendtul Draft Financial State- 
ment for Bengal for 1918-19 : — 

He said : — “ I have the honour to present to tlie Council tin* Amtuidt-d 
Draft Financial Statement for the year 1918-19. Hon’hh' Meinhcrs havt^ 
already received copies of the stateimuit togt‘tlK‘r with a ineint>randuni which 
explains the general financial situation of tlu^ Presidency in tlu^ (‘urrmit and 
coming year. As legards the current ytvar it will suffice to say that our 
receipts have exceeded our expectations. From Excise \\v. ('xpect to get 
Rupees ten lakhs over the budget figun% from Incoim- Tax fifteen lakhs, amf 
from sales of quinine for military rt-quinumuj ts about eighteen lakhs. 
Against this theri^ is a falling off under Stamj)s. On tin- exixujditun- si»h- 
there are savings, mainly und(u- Police- and Education. 

As to the coining y(iar our t'Stimati-s have hc-i-n j)rej>an-d on lint^s similar 
to those followcxl in the past two yt\irs. War (U)ndit ions still prt-vail, and tln^ 
principle that our oxpenditurt* should not (nxceetl our total incoim- had again 
t u be folio we.d. We found it impossil>le huvvi^ver to im-et all our urgtml 
wants within the limits of our income and I he Govc-rinmuit of India ha\e 
t lierefore allowed us to draw on our balances I o tln^ ex tc-nt of Rs. 10 lakhs, 
'twelve lakhs of this are la-quiia-d for tin- i-t-plenishnmnt of our reservt* of 
(luinine, whihi the balance is needed maiidy for urgt-nt public works of im- 
])oitance. Our expeniiiture in the (aiming yc-ar will thus be eonsidtuably 
over that of the curreni y(;ar, but in the (-nd our balama-s will be at a])proxi- 
niately tiu- same figure as that with which we start(‘d tin- pr(^s(*nt year. 

I would invite the attrition of tin? Hon’bh^ Mtuiilx^rs to th<^ further 
lueinorandurn which was circulated yesterday — making conauitioiis and addi- 
tions in the Financial Statement. Oonsecpitmt on tlu^ rtHuirring assignment 
of Jis. lakhs whicli has been given by t In^ (iovtuaiiiKuit of India for primary 
education this amount has been added both to the rovoniu' as well as to tin* 
expenditure side of the estimate. 


There is one cjther point which I dt^sii-e to mention. In the last two 
years there was some discussion on tiie subji'ct of tin* supply of depart mental 
budgets to Hon’ble Members, and the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson liell lust ytuir 
told the Council that the departmental bu Igt^ts would ha promptly printed 
in convenient form for tlie U 8 C 5 of ail members interiisted in them. So far 
as I recollect only one membe^r applied for copies. This year vve have taken 
a further step. Hithert > our Civil Estimates have het-n printed by the 
^iovernment of In lia, but we have, now taktui ov^er this work (^)urselveH, and 
1 am in a position to-day to furnish each membfu' of the Council with a copy 
these estimates for his own use in cc^nnection with the discussion on 
the Financial Statement. Hoii’ble M(unbers will realise that the figures are 
yet only provisional, and will not be final till the Budget is finally 
presented. These estimates contain all that is in the departmtmtal budgets 
as regards income and expenditure (jf the. budget year and of the tw(j years 
previous, and will, I believe, give all the information that Hon’ble Members 
desire to have. But if there is any point in wliich Hon’ble Members have 
^riy doubt I shall be glad to explain it to tlnun or give them any i^ormation 
they may desire. 


Not printed in these Procet^dingH. 



Tue Jimenaea uroji rtnanciai oiaiemeni. 


LUTM iVlAKUlf, 




SirS. P. Sinha. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

Tlie Hon’ hie Siu S. P. Sinha introduced the following lieadn : — 

Excknditukk — 

19A. — CourtH of Law. 

He said : — 

“ Sir, I rise to introduce the figuren relating to Courts of Law. 

Tlu^ total budget estimate for 1917-18 was Us. 1,01,57,000, bul tlie 
revised estiinai(‘ has been reduced to Rs. 1,(K),10,()()0, with reference to the 
actual diargt^s of the first nine months of the year. The decrease is chiefly 
du(^ to smaller payment of fees to pleaders in connection with both civil suits 
and criminal eases. 

The total expenditure for 1918-19 has been estimated at Rs. 1,01,75,000. 
'riiis iiu^lndt'S a provision of Rs. 1,08,000 lor the office of the Adininistrator- 
(jtnunal and ()ffi(nal Trustee, Rengal, the control of which was reianitly trans- 
ferred from tln^ Covernment of India to this Government. A grant of 
Ks. 55,000 was inach^ for tln^ current financial year to meet the exptmditure 
of this offiei' from the 1st ( Ictober 1917 to 28th February 1918. As th(‘ 
pres(‘nt staff of 14 Judg(*s has j)rovod insuflicient to cope witli the volume of 
work in tin* Cahnitta High Court, and as it has not yet bei*n possible to depiilt' 
a Judge* to ins})ect the inufassal Gourts, the ptn-man(*nl addition of a »)tidge 
to the High Court Rench has been recommended to the Governnu*nt of India. 
'Pile appointment of a temporary additional Judge to help in clearing ofl' th(* 
(*xisting arn^ars of tln^ (>>urt has also been rtMtommended to the* G()Vt*rnment 
of India. Provision has accordingly be^en made for two additional Judgt*s 
wirli th(*ir (‘Stablishm(*nt for the High (Jourt. Provision for two temporary 
district and Sessions Judges and five* tein]X)rary subordinate Judges with 
their (^st ablishiiKuit has l^ecm made in the budget for 1918-19, as the (*xisting 
jirovision for one temporary District and Sessions Judge and t-wo subordinate 
Judges with their (‘st ablishment proved inadequate for administrative 
roquireiiK'nt s and money had to be re-appropriated from other heads. Provi- 
sion of Rs. 7,98,000 has b(*en made in the next year’s budget- against 
Rs. 6,82,000 t his year for Law Officers, ddie increase is chiefly duo to the 
fact that largm- ])rovision ha<l to be made under the heads ‘ Fees to Counsel 
and pleadi‘rs for conducting civil suits before the High Court ’, ‘ Fees to 
pleaders in criminal cases ’ and ‘ fJiarges for conducting law suits.’ 
Provision has also been made for tin* additional Legal Remembrancer and 
his establisbnu'nt as tin* term of his appointment has provisionally been 
(‘xteinhul. There has been, however, a considerable reduction under the 
head ‘ (diaiges under the Defence of India Act ’ from Rs. 75,000 in 1917-18 
to Rs. 50,000 in 1918-19. 

It lias not been found possible to make provision in the Provincial Civil 
Works Budget for any new Judicial major works for the year 1918-19, 
thougli this ynar a sum of Rs. 19,508 was allotted for the acquisition of land 
for t he construction of a new civil court building at Burdwan. A sum of 
K . 15,000 has. however, been provided in the budget for Judicial minor 
works as was done in this year’s budget.” 


Excknditukk — 

24B. — ^Sanitation. 

“ I beg to introduce for the consideration of the Council the estimates of 
expenditure on Sanitation. 
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The expenditure for the current year, whi(‘h was ori^^iiially (estimated at 
Rs. 5,98,000, has been reduced by Rs. 88,000 in tin' rev ised butlg'et for 
the reason exf)lained in paragraph 5f of the draft Finan(*ial Stattuntuit. Tin' 
transfer of a portion of the grant for sanitary iinprovt'inenf s to the Irrigation 
Department is due to the fact that the Hanka sehena* in Hurd wan is 
being carried out by that department, and dot*s not imply a illv ersion of 
funds from sanitation. 

Tile budget estimate for next year shows a vt'ry markt'd inen*ast‘ ov er 
the ]n*ovision made in the last two years andamoiinis to Rs. 11.71,000 
Government feel that, with the utmost regard to tin' reiiuin'inents of 
economy, it is no longer possible to rt‘8triet expenditun' on sanitary woi*ks 
within the narrow limits of recent budgets. On j)ag('s 24 and 25 of the diaft 
Financial Stateirumt will be found a list of piv)jeets wliieli it is proj)ost‘d 
to undertake at an estimated total cost of a[)proxiinately eight, and a half 
laklis. Of this amount one lakh is provddt'd for various chargt's, not eonin'cttHl 
with engineering, which are largely of a rec*urring nature atid thnu* lakhs 
for sanitary (uigimu'ring works such as drainage and wattu'-supply in urban 
areas. I'lie balancie of approximately four and a half lakhs is pro\4<h'il 
for obje(;ts shown in Part I of the list (Anti-malarial works). It will be 
s(Hm that with threes exci'ptions tlu'Si' arc* (‘itht'i* larg(^ ))rojt‘ets ol’ rui-al 
drainage or measures such as sur\n\v and in va^stigation j>reparat(>ry to 
projects of til is nat un*. This provision n'presents t he b(>ginning of a new 
campaign which Govi'irnment are anxious to initiat(' on a largi^ scab' against 
malaria in rural areas. It includt^s contributions aggri'gating 2j hikhs tow.ards 
two schemes known as tlu^ Anil Hil and »Jamuna scluum.'s in tlu' districjts 
of Nadia, Jessort' and the 21-Parganas. TIk* s(4i(un(‘s vvc'Im^ tin' subje(!t 
of an address n'cently del^iu'f'd by llis Kxc('ll(*n(‘y to a ( %)n h'renci' of 
District Hoards at Govi'rnment House, whi(*h will lie fi*esh in tlu' memory of 
mmnbers of ( biuneil : and I need only n'mind them that it is int(Uid(Hl that 
these sclnunes should be initiati^d by t-lu' District Hoards (‘oncfunn'd and 
(iarried out umh'r t h(> Sanitary Drainagi* A(M , VIII of 1895 ; tin' cost being 
int't, so far as it is not ccwen'.d by tin; Governirn'iit grants, l»y loans taken 
by the Hoards from (:J overnnumt and Ixdng cnn'ntually r(;covi*r(;d from 
landholders b('n(‘fi<*ially affected by tin* stdn'ine. .Apart from tin* Dist.ric't 
H()ard schenn;s, Rs. 1,10, 000 has bt'en providc'd for scln*m<*s to Ik* 
carrieil out entirely at the cost of (iovtuaiment, viz., tin; Sai'aswali selnujn; 
in H owi*ah disti’ic.t, th(" Haragachia and Manikhati sc'lnmK's in the 
2 1-Pai*ganas d ist lact and t in; Chapra Hd sfdnuin’ in Nadia dista ict . Provision 
is also made for two aida-inalari il scheiiM^s to he exi'cuteal on liinis laid 
down by Dr. H<*ntley in tin; towns of Nawabganj ami Farid pur as w(;ll 
as for completing Dr. Hentley’s experiment al K(dn‘mt;s in t in* Hurd wan 
district and at Jungiport*. It is e.xjxKtted that the last two scln*nn‘s, as W(‘ll 
as the two s(dienu;s at Meenglass and SIngrani which are Ix'ing iinan(;ed by 
the Indian Research Fund Assr>ciation. will Im; i;ojnpleled during the ensuing 
financial year. 

In conclusion, I am glad to lx* able to announce, that intimation was 
rc'ci'ived a few days ago from tin; Gcwtumimuit of India that they have 
allotted Rs. 1,00,000 from their sanitary res(;rv(3 for tin; current financial 
year for a ccjntribution to the Midnapore waterworks sclienn;. This amount 
is being transferred from Imperial to Provincial funds and will ]>e i)aid at once 
to tlie Midnapore Municipality. 

RkV KNIJK — 

XXXI. — Civil VV^orks in chargt' of Civil Offurers. 

Kxpenditurk — 4 

45 — (>ivil Works in charge of Civil Otticers. 

I beg also tp introduce the figures relating to Civil Works in charge (»f 
Givdl Officers. 
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Tlu* Biulgot estimate of recenpts for tlie current year was Rs. 1,59,000, 
but in the rc^vised estimate this has l)een reduced to Rs. 1,50,OCK). The 
decreases has been mad(‘ mainly with reference to the average actuals of the 
last three years under tin* head ‘‘ Tolls.” The budget estimate for 1918-19 
is Rs. 1,58,000. 

As regards expenditure, the increase of Rs. 2,93,000 in the revised 
(;stimat(5 for tli(‘ (;urr(‘nt year is the result of an increase of Rs. 3,57,334 in 
augmentation grants to Dishiet Boards and of a provision of Rs. 40,000 for 
grants to District J5oards by (commissioners of Divisions, set off against a 
decreast‘ of about Rs. 1,00,0()0 under grants to Municipalities by tho8(^ 
officers. This latter reduction is due to the fact that the grants made by 
th(‘ Divisional (JoinmissioiuM* for educational and medical purposes are debited 
to those Innads inst(‘ad of to th(‘ head Civil Works by reappropriation from this 
head. 

Tin* (*stiinat(‘ for 1918-19 is Us. 12, 49, ()()(). of which details for 
Us. 11,95,490 am giv(‘n in paragraph 05 of the Financial Statement.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 


din* 11 on’bb* l\lu. (cUMMiNii introduced tin* following beads : — 

Ue venin* — 

1.^ — Land Revenue. 


Kx])(‘n(liture — 

Land Uevenue. 

Ut'V(‘nue — 

I X. — Kort‘sts. 

Kxix'inlit 11 re — 

11. Forests. 

18. (leneral Administration. 


Uevc'iuie — 

XXIA. — Agriculture. 

Fxpeiuliture — 

20 A. — Agriculture. 

Uevenue — 

XXI B. — Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 
Expenditure — 

20 B. — Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 
Uevenue — 

XVIIl. — Ports and Pilotage. 

Expend ifu re — 

21. Ports and Pilotage. 
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He said : — 

“Sir, I have the honour to introdiKM^ i he nuiiit heads ineha- Laud 
Revenue and its connected subjects. 

The revis(Hl estiinat(‘ of gross land revenut* for 1 9 I 7- I S, naiiH‘l y. I hree 
erores and one lakh shows a decr(vas(‘ of tiv(' lakhs eoinpar.‘d with (lu* saiie- 
tionod e8timat(>. Tlie diilerenet* is mainly dm* lo deeiN'ases el lakhs 
under ordinary revenue (tixinl collections) and ol .‘i laLhs ineh r Reco- 
veries on account of sur\M\v and settleimuit ehargts.' 'TIk' trliinat(‘d 
receipts for 1918-19 arc' one and half lakh h'ssfhaii l In et* er )i (‘s An im- 
jirovement of 2^* lakhs is antici{)ated in thc^ collc'ctioiis freiu ( e)verimu‘nt, 
estates, hut expecdc'd reeovc'ries on account (►! su]*vey and si l i lc‘m(‘nl eli,ai’g(>s 
show a decrc'asi' of nc'arly nine* lakhs which is dm* tollc' pf>sf peiieiiKut in 
1916 of the settlemcMit oj)erations in Jt*ssor(‘ and l>ankura. 

The* provincial expenditure fc»r 1‘918-19 is estimated at. K's. ;h>, 28,000 
against Us. 81, 88^)00, the revised, and Rs. 8o,r>7,0t)0, tlu' Inidgi t t'sl imatc* 
for 1917-18. Th(‘ inenavase is princij)ally duc' t<> (udianccMl ])ro\ isi()n I'ei* im- 
provements In Government estates. I’he proposes! (‘xp(>ndil ii r(‘ on ( Jeneral 
A<lministration varies V(‘Ty litth' from that provich'd in 1917-18. I should lik(‘ 
how(‘V(‘r to numtion that wc' havc^ already 10 Oircic' ofliec'rs, and t hat pi*ovi- 
Sion has tiec'ii made for the ai>point.mcml. of a fc‘W more olhc'ers at sdeil.t^l 
(•(‘litre's. Tin* comph‘tion of tin*, wholes s(di(>m<‘, howcocr, as ncomnicmded t o 
Governiiumt, must nc'ca'ssarily tak<' time. 

In 1 h(^ (;ase of tie' Forc'sl Dc'jiai'tmen t, Ihert* has lM*en an increase in 
I h(' receipts owing to the supply of a large quantity of shujx'rs and linilMu- 
for th(^ Munitions Hoard, with tlic' r((sult. tliat the gros.s r(‘\’('nu(‘ which we 
exjiect. to realise during the (uirrent yc'-ar is 1 o laklis against, th(‘ sanct ioiHMl 
estimate of 18 lakhs. This dimiand for timlMU* Is «‘X]>eet (m| t.o cont imu' next. 
y(‘ar ; and wc' have accordingly (^stimal.etl a r(‘V(‘nu(‘ of 16 lakhs. On tin* 
exponditun' side, the (;urr(‘rit yc^ar’s <‘Stimat(‘ lias heem exeeiMliM) hy Rs. 78.000, 
owing to additional grants sanctioned for (h^ia rtimm tal op«‘rat.ions for tin* 
supply of timh(u\ Tin* f‘stimat(> of exptuidituri* for 1918-1!) is sc'vt n ami a half 
Inklis. This provides for the d(‘.partm<‘ntal supply of timlxn* loi' war j)urp((ses 
'Old for the sowing amJ jilantation in coniKHd-ion with tlu' artdieial regem erat.ion 
of sal. 

Idle variations in tlie receipt side* of t he lu'.ad “ Agrieult un* ’ an- due to 
the normal growth of r(‘venu('. On tlui expeiidiiuro side, iheie is a 
proposed (‘xtemsion of ov(‘r lakhs, in comparison with t he cu ri'enl year’s 
estimate of llj lakhs. Idie estimate of over 1 1 laklis for next y(‘ai' incliidcjs 
a provision of out' lakh for IIk^ distribution of inij)rov(‘(l varieties of jut-c 
and paddy seed in thti Prc^sidency. As (explaiiuMl in the f’mancial State- 
ment, this scheme is of sf)((cial inijiortance and grc^at intincst aitaeln*s to 

Prcjvision has also been iiia h^ in iu;xt year’s budgid foi- streaigtlnming 
th(‘ controlling and inspcH’ting stalf recpiircd for supm'vision, inspectioti and 
audit of the growing number of co-op(‘,rati ve* soci(*ties in tin*. Presidency. 

The revised (estimate of nweij)ts under I h(‘ head ‘Scientilic and Mis- 
f’dlaneoiis Departments ’ for the current year shows a hug(* incre.asif of 

18,22,000 over the sanctioned estimatii. The iner(‘as(( is duc^ to unusually 
large sales of quinina including a special saJ(^ of 80,000 lbs. to tin* Army for 

Eastern Mediterranean Field Force. Tin* (‘stimatc (^)f revcnin* foi* next 
y<*ar IS Rs. 19,09,000 which provides for incrt*ase(l r(^(i(U*J>ts from (unchona 
plantations and from fees for registering Joint St(^K*k (hanpanies. 

The great demand for quinine has resulti* I in a serioim depbdion of the 
reserve built up by this Gov^ernment just lu'fon* ihe oiitbn.'ak of war ; ami 
m order to increase the supply and meet tin* growing demand, it has be(*n 
b>und necessary to replenish the reserve and to ext(*ml tlie existing plant a- 
and increase the output. This explains the imT(iaS(‘ of Rs. 1,27,000 in 
t^lie revised estimate of expenditure for the current year as well as the provi- 
«ion of 11,93,000 for t^e purchase of Java quinine in the estimate for 
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The budget for next yi'ar also includes provision for the appoint- 
ment of a Direc^tor of Industries, which was sanctioned in October 1917 ; also 
for his oftiee and for grants totalling one and half lakh for the development 
of industri(‘S in th3 Presidency. 

1 also beg to intrcKluce the trt*ad of Ports and Pilotage which are under 
the Marine Department. Under this head the shrinkage both in reiceipts and 
expenditure on account of tln^ war still continues. In framing an estimate of 
the cost of the Pilot Establishment in 1918-19, an increase over the revised 
t'stimate of the current y(‘,ar has betm allowed. 

The contributirm of Ij lakhs to the (Chittagong Port which is included 
under tlif‘ h(\ad ‘Miscellaneous ’ requires an explanation. Last year the 
M(nnb(‘r in charg<‘ stated that the grant then made would In' the last in 
accrordance wit-h the five yc'ars’ arrangement which terminated in 1917-18. 
In vi(‘w, howc^ver, of th(‘, unsatisfactory financial (conditions of that ])ort, 
(Government have* decided to continue tli(‘ contribution until tlu‘ end of the 
war.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

The Ilon’ble Mk. Donald introduced the following heads : — 

1 — Rkfi^nds and Dkawhacks. 

6 — Sta Ml’S. 

X II — Tntkkes I . 


XXII AND 29 SurKKANNL A I ION. 

He said : — 

“ As ri’gards t hese li(‘ads I liav(‘ not hing t.o add t r> wlial is cont ained 
in the Financial Statement-. 

V — Kx(’isk. 

7 — Excise. 

As r(‘gards ('X(;ise tlu* actual n’Ceipts in DMb-17 auKuintcMl tn 
Hs. 1 .4 1 ,44,229 against Ks. 1 ,15, ()(),( )00. anticipati d last year, ddu' re(‘ei})ts 
in February and March ntl7 w(m*i' bedovv exj)ectations. Tlu' Imdgc^ (‘StnnaD' 
for the current year is Us. 1,40,0(^000. but during the lirst ten montlis 
there has Ixum a gradual incn*as(' almost every month, and collections an* 
already rupees ten lakhs over those of the corn’sponding ju'ricxl of last year. 
We anticif^atC that at the close of the year the total collections will l>(‘ 
Ks. 155 lakhs. The c{)nsum})tion of country spirit is going up, as the follow- 
ing figures show. For the first ten months of 1914-15 the consumption 
amounted to 594,10() gallons, for the same' ])erio 1 (_)f 1915-16 to 53*4,287 
gallons, of 1916-17 t.o 510.684 gallons and of Hhe curremt year to 570,325 
gallons. 

This increase is tlu' result of the enfoioeinent of better control over the 
country spirit, trade, particularly in (Calcutta ; on two occasious during the 
year stc'ps were taken to check the increase by the iinpositicm of highci 
duties. The consumption is still less than that of 1914-15. Opium and 
ganja consuin])ti(m on the other hand continues to decrease. Taking the 
figures for ten months the issues of ganja in 1914-15 were 92,018 seers, in 
1915-16, 73,298 seers, in 1916-17, 75,193 seers, and in 1917-18, 67,948 seers, 
while the consumi tion of opium in 1914-15 amounted to 52,823 seers, m 
1915-16,43,479 seers, in 1916-17, 38,114 seers, and in the present year. 36,832 
seers. The treasury price of opium will be raised on the 1st April from Rs. 4(> 
to Rs. 50 per seer, and the (estimate of gain on sale proceeds of excise opium 
has been placed at Rs. 15,80,000 for 1918-19. After the large increase in tln^ 
current year we do not expect any great rise next year, and the Budget for 
1918-19 has been accordingly placed at Rs, l,60,0j^,000. 
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Ah to expenditure a full expKanation has l»ceii p^ivtMi in paragraph 12 
of the Financial Slatoinent, and 1 have nothing to add lu*n'. 

10. — Incomk Tax. 

Ah for income-tax expenditure, tin* work of tin* (M>ll(‘el()r of Ineoine- 
tax lias inmdi increased in couHequmiee of tin* iiitroducl.ion of iln* ik w Super- 
tax Act (Act VJII of 1917). and will Uo furtlu'i* a KIcmI to wlnm the ih^w 
I ncome-tax Hill becomes law. Provision has Ixnm madt' for inc i-easiie^ iho 
pay and allowamx? of the Collector, an 1 we sliall doubtless havt* to mak<‘ 
certain a<Iditions to his establislimcn t. 

Kevkniii: — 

XVII— Police. 

EIxtendituhe — 

20— Police. 

Turning to Polict‘, th(‘ itH^tupts (*xhibit little variation and call foi no 
particular rcunark. 

On the (*xpenditiir(‘ si(h‘ M r. Lyon, in connoi^tion with t he introduction 
of the AiiK'iided Draft Financial Statement for 1917-18, (‘X[)lain(‘d the reasons 
justifying a larger outlay, which still fell short- of t in* requirtunen ts of the 
Force; but it will be noticaxl that the la^viscvd (‘stimate for Ptl7-18 shows 
an appreciable (h'erease over the Hudg(‘.t iigun‘ for that year. FxcH'pl in so 
far as t-liis is jiarl ly du(» to transfers to the Public Works Di'part im*ril on 
a<;couiit of the oxi^cution of works, t-hc^ saving is rather a mat ten* ol‘ the posl- 
poneiiKUit of expenditure t han of final economy, but <?(‘rt,ain schenn^s lia\’e not- 
as yet bcnin put through, and the mon(‘y allotted to them is, thm'efon^, still in 
hand. Tln^ estimatf^ for PJ18-19 stands at Rs. 1 ,d7,8r>,0()0, shewing an 
increase of Rs. I 7,000 over the cona^sponding figure for* tin* j)revious y(‘ar. 
The details of th(3 charges are set forth in j)aragraj)h 50 of t he imnnorandum 
accompanying the Financial Statement, and Several of the In^avy itinns are 
(^onn(*ct(Hl with tin* (uihanca^ment of th(‘ jiay of tln^ subordinate police, which, 
I think, is gcuierally admitted on all sidt^s to be necessai-y. Sucli items ari^ : 
Rs. 1,00,000 on account of tin? pay of (.‘onstabh^s of t in^ (Calcutta Police*. 
Rs. 60,808 in respeu^t of tlie regrading of distm^t su b-insjxurtors and ln*ad- 
constal)Ies in order to give (^ffi^ct to the sanctiom^d scabs and Rs. 5 1,11 1 for 
raising the pay of head-constables. The sum of Rs. 1,80,759 has ix^en 
provided for additions to th(3 ordinary re8orv<3S of hf%'id-(;onstahJ(?s and con- 
stables ; money was allotted for this scheme in tln^ curnuit year, but sanetic^n 
was not received in time for use to bt3 ma<le of it. Other items of im})ortan(a; 
which are in continuation of similar provisions during 1!) 17-18 ari*. 
Rs. 1,26,765 conrujcted with the patnd arrangemtuits on the. riven* llughli, 
Rs. 6,75,000 for works in connection with the rcnirgani/ation of the subordi- 
nate police in Kcastcnai Bengal and Rs. 1,48,596 connected with th(! rtjorganisa- 
tion of the river police in the saim* part of the provinc(3. The. (dle(*ts of tin; 
war on prices are seen in the additional provision for uniforms of tln‘ (Calcutta 
Police (Rs. 10,000) and in the increased expemditure under country 
stationery (Rs. 21,000). Two large items are for additifinal t(;mf>orarv force; 
in the Intelligence Branch (Rs. 1,04,308), and for increase in (lie Irunporary 
force of the District Intelligence staff (Rs. 2,18,446), tic* intrmtion being to 
strengthen the hands of the district establishments in dealing with Intelli- 
gpncG work, whicli in some areas has now become of a complexity neces- 
sitating the strengthening of the existing staffs. This also is an echo fr«un 
fhe Budget of the current year. Connected with the better supervision of 
Criminal Tribes are the provision of Rs. 10,800 for the Karwal Nat S(;ttle- 
inent at Saidpur and of Rs. 31,768 for a special establishment. Th*; ap[)oint- 
nient of an Additional Superintendent of Police for the district of Faridpur 
accounts for Rs. 16,992, while there are a number of items connected with 
the redistribution of heavy charges. 
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XXTII. — Stationery anu Printino. 

30. — Stationery and Printing. 

TIk! C8t.iniat(! of receipts of tlio Stationery and Printing Depart nients 
calls for little comiiKnit. The revonu<> from this source has diniinished with 
the discontinuaiuM* of certain publications. On the expenditure side (Revised) 
there will he a considerable incniase of rupees two lakhs over the 
Dudget figure conHecpient on the high price of pa])er and stationery, and as 
rates are not likely to fall we have repeated t,his enhanced figure in the 
liudget for tlu' ensuing yi^ar. On tlie other hand, expenditure on the manage- 
ment and cent ingcmcies of tlie Sec'retariat Press is less. As to this I’ress we 
have, as tin; ( Jouncil is aware, been comj*elled to take measures for the con- 
st-ruction of a m'w biiHcling. I h(‘ present at^comnnKlation in \V liters IJiiildings 
is far from adequate, and t he comlil ions under which the employes work 
are of an insanitary character and iiiimical to t lieir health. Dand is being 
acipiired on the Bridgt^ Road at Alipore near the Press and Forms Di-part- 
ment building, and during the cfiming year it is jiroposed to push on with the 
levelling of the land, the purcliase of bricks, and so much of the construction 
as can lie carried on with the provision of Rs. .')0,():K) that has Iteen made 
under Civil Works. We are likidy to be faced with difficulties regarding 
some of th(' nec(*ssary materials of tionsl ruction, and tlie, jirovision is there- 
fore' smaller than would otherwise havi' Ix'cn the cas('. 


XX — Misceli.aneocs, 


.32. — M iscEi-i-ANKons. 


'Fhe Misci'llaneous Budget comiirises several small items, and (Retailed 
figures under n'ceipts are shown on pages 41 and 42 of the Financial State- 
ment. 'I'he revised estimate of receipts is Rs G,!)6,00(), an incn'ase of 
Rs. 38.000 on the Budget. This result is cliielly due to the inclusion of fees 
for the amlit of the offices of the Administrator-General and (,)fficial Trustees, 
which wen' transb-rred to the control of tlie Lfical Government with effect 
from the 1st October 1017, and also of b'cs for the au lit of accounts of 
Co-operative Societies. 

On the I'xpeiiditure side' the Revised shows a nominal saving of 
Rs. 7,72,000. which is mainly due to the adjustment under the appropriate 
heads of chargi-s for grain compensation allowance for which rupees four 
lakhs was provided in the Budget, and of gr.ants sanctioned by His Excellency 
from his allotment for petty grants. 'I'he provision of rupees two lakhs for 
unforeseen charges has also been distributed under the proper heads, while the. 
grants made to tin' Calcutta Hospital Nurses Institution, the Lady Minto 
Nui’sing Association, the Lady Canning Home for training nurses are now 
debited to the lieail ‘Medical.’ Against these transfers and adjustments 
a sum of Rs. 1,46,407 has been debited to this head in order to adjust a sum 
advanced from Class II of the Loans Budget for the construction of the 
Mohamaya Sluice. 'I'lie Budget for 1918-10 amounts to Rs. 9,14,000, and 
includf'S rupees two lakhs for general reservm, Rs. 40,000 for petty grants by His 
Excellency, Rupees 50,000 for gratuitous relief, and rupees four lakhs for grain 
compensation allowance. 'Phe question of raising the pay of the menials of 
the several ilepartments of Government, both in Calcutta and the mufassal, 
is still Under consideration, and the Government of India are again being 
addressed on the subject. Owing to the fall in the price of rice it does not 
now seem likely that the whole of the sum of rupees four lakhs for grain 
allowance will be required for this purpose, and it is proposed to utilise a 
portion of the provision in order to give partial eflfect to the scheme for the 
enhancement of the pay of menials.” 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

The Hon’hle Lifatt.-Col. HuriiANAN iiW nxluetHl the l’oll(»\vin>^ Leads 

Revenue — 

XVI B— Jails. 

Expenuituhe — 

19 B — Jails. 


He said : — 


‘‘ J'hc^re is nothing very noticeabh^ in the Jail ]>udpf('l, exe(*j)t in so far as 
it a^aiii reHeets the eff’eet s of the war. Thus ovvinnr to tin? lar^iM* sup|)lit‘H tt) 
the Military Dopai'tinent w’(‘ ha\'t‘ an in(n*eas(‘ on t h(‘ rtundpt side, with addi- 
tions on thi^ ext)Ondit Lire side for the inert^ased pur(djiast‘ of raw inatt*rials for 
manufaetures. Tlu^ enhaneed prices of articles of eonsiinipi ion eoninicted 
with Jail administration, e.g., uniforms and tHiuipnitmt and li^htiii^, at*eoiint 
for further t^xjx'iid itun* in exc(‘ss of tlu‘ normal. On tlu* othto* hand, with the 
j^reater cheapness of ^rain dietary (diaries have falhm. 


Revenue — X X A — M e i > ic’ a l . 

Expenj)Ituuk — 21 A — Medkal. 

Idle eontinuanco of tlni war lias stornl in the way of sevoral important 
schemes connected with tln^ M(^di(‘al administration of the lh*esidtuu‘y. Jdn* 
j^reat Tropical School cannot yet ht* ojxuied, wiiih* the (;onst ruction of the new 
Eye Hospital must still hi* deferr(‘d. A sclKuut^ is undcu* considiu'ation lor t he 
construction of an extension of the Tropi(*al Scdiooi building to provider for an 
Institute of Hygiene towards which the Indian R(*s(v'ir(di Assoctiation has 
agreed to contribute Rup(‘es one lakh ; it will not, how(‘ver, be possibl(‘ to 
proceed with the construction of th<* building at t.ln^ present timt‘. 
servants’ quarters at the ]\r(;di(*al (h)ll(‘ge Hospital are und(‘r construct ion, and 
the building of quai ters for tin* servant s of t-ht^ (hamjibeil Hospital who an^ 
now accommodated in very dilapidated buildings, will shortly (;omm(?n<;(*. Tln^ 
Ibanchi Asylum for Europeans will soon l)(‘ opmxsl, and when t in* inmates 
of the Bhowanipore Asylum are mo\M*d theni it, is proposed to construct on 
the old site an observation hospital f ir mental (aisi^s. A sum of Rs. 2 lakhs 
has been provided for the purpose in next year’s budget. 

The Asylum for Indians at Ranchi is now un(hu* construction. This 
Oovernmont provided Rs. laklis towards the expenditure this year, and a 
sum of Rs. 6 lakhs will be [)aiil <luring 191H-19. Tin*, construction of the 
new buildings at the Mitford Hosj)itaL l>acca, is making satisfactory progrcjss. 

Two lakhs of the promised c*ontribution to the Belgacljia Medical Ccjllcg(^ 
have already been paid during tlu^ current year, and a third lakh will be 
^ven before the Hist March, balance still <lue — Rs. l,h2,(KK) — has b(*cn 

provided in the budget for payment in 1918-19. Provision has also btMui 
made for the annual recurring grant of Rs. .">(), 000. (Ither items of new 
expenditure are shown in paragraph 5H of the Einancial Statement. A 
noticeable item is the provision for additions to the ('anipbell and Hacca 
Medical Schools with the object of accommo lating a larger number of 
students. Proposals for an increase in the pay of Sub- Assistant Surgeons 
are now under the consideration of the Government of India, and the sum 
of Rs. 55,000 represents the increase that will Ik 3 thus entailed,” 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

The Mk. Cowley introduced the headn : — 

Revenue — 

XXIX — Irrigation — Major Work 8. 


Expenditure — 

4w — Irrigation — Major Works (Working Expenses). 

Revenue — 

XXX — Minor Works and Navigation. 

Expendifuke — 

4)^ — Minor Works and Navigation. 

Revenue — 

XXXI — Civil Works in charge of t ht^ Public* Works Dej^artmtnit. 
Expenditure — 

45 — Civil Works in (diargi^ of tlu^ Public \V5>rks Departuinuit. 
lb* said 

Sir, 1 have the honour to intr(Hlu(3(‘ for lln^ consideration ol' (Council tin* 
Public Works licads of the Biidgid, t‘ntith‘d ‘ Irrigation Major Works, XXfX 
— R(‘-ct*i]its and 12 — Expenditun* and Minor Works and Navigation, XXX — 
Rece ipts and — Expenditun*.’ 

d’lie Major \Vb)rks with which we have to deal in this Presidency are the 
Midnapur and Ilijili Tidal Canals. In regard to these I havi^ nothing to add 
lo (In^ 8tatc‘mcnts which have bei*n made under this head in paragraphs 
and hi of the amended draft financial statement. 

In rt'gard to * Minor Works and Navigation’ which is more important 
in its effect upon the Provincial revenues, the chief sources of revenue! are 
the tolls received from navigation on the Calcutta canals, the Sundarbans 
route and the Madaripiir Bhil route which together form the navigable roiitt* 
for boats and inland steamers between Calcutta and Eastern Bengal. In this 
respect I have nothing to add to the statements made in paragraph 31 of the 
Amended Draft Financial Statement. 

The current year’s revised estimate of expenditure under ‘ 43 — Minor 
Works and Navigation ’ has been raised from Rs. 22,41,000 to Rs. 22,89,000 
on account of the additional grant sanctioned for the anti-malarial scheme in 
connection with the flooding of the Banka Valley area in the district ol 
Burdwan. The Budget estimate for 1918-19 is for Rs. 27,00,000. Thi^^ 
increase is chiefly duo to the provision for certain important works as 
detailed in paragraph 63 of the Amended Draft Financial Statement. 
regard to the current year’s Revised and next year’s Budget estimate c)f 
expenditure under this head I may state that in both years a provision ol 
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Rs. 2,50.000 haw been iiiado for works ia coiukh*! ion with miti^atin^ tlu* 
eftocts of floods in tho Bard wan Division. ] may also slatt* i hat a sum of 
Rs. 3,00,0CK) has boon provided in ( bo Budg:(‘t (^siimal t' of t‘xpon(i if un* for next 
year for the aoquisition of land and works in ooniUH'tion with tin* (oa'ation of 
a spill from the Hidyadhari river in order, it is ho]H‘d, lo impn»\a‘ that rivto- 
and thus improvt* (lit* outfall of the Calcutta drainag‘o system. 

In eonn(>(^tion with tin* Damodar R(‘sorv(»ir SoIioiik* the s(m-\ ioos of an 
otliciM* wit li 11 j .-to-dato exporitmca^ in ( In^ preparation of such [)r<>jcc“t s havt^ 
boon j)laood at tlie disposal t‘f this (Toxau-nnumt by th(‘ ( iovornniont of India 
and a sum of Rs. 2(),(K)() lias btnm provided in (In' iiexl year's Ibnl^t't. 
(estimate for (*x))onditurt^ on jireliminary works 111 that eon nt*(‘t ion. l^in* 
Damodar Canal Project which has becm pri‘pared with tln‘ objt‘ei ol irrigation 
in th(^ district of Burdvvan, and iniprov<mit*iil of the sanit ary eondit ions in 
the districts of Burdwan, Hoo^hly and Howrah is now ludnijf revist'd in 
accordance wit h the wishes of t ho ( Jovtumimm t of India and it is hoped t liat. 
tht> project will be submitted to the (iovtumnnmt of India for sanelion in the 
(roui'sc' of the m^xt yi>ar. It is proposed to tr(*al this work as a minor work 
for which both (Capital and Ih* venue accounts are k(‘pt. 

I havc‘ also to introduce for t in' eonsidm at ion of t ln^ Council tho Bud^id 
foi’ ( Hvil Works hi charge of the PuhUc IPer/r-s Di^jmrt mehi . 

I have nothinf^^ to add to the statements whi<di havi* bi‘en madi* undm* 
ibis head on pa^es 8, 18, 28 and 29 of tln‘ Amen(h*d Draft Financial Stat(‘- 
nient. 

Paragraph (H, on pages 28 and 29. (h*-^ils witli t in* expenditur(‘ in this and 
t he coming year. ddi(‘ (hun-east^ of Rs. 50, 000 uiuler Fstnb] ishiiKUi! in tin* 
Ibn isei^l Bu Iget of Fxpimdituia* for this yt*ar is due to an incnsase in tin* 
rt‘(?(npts from the (lovernimuit of India as contribution towards tde* (*stablish~ 
ni(‘nt (unt)loy(Ml on Imperial Works. Tiio increase of Ks. 2,55,000 un<h‘r 
Rejiairs is dm* partl\ to tln^ normal incre-asi* in tin* number of roads and 
buildings to bo maintaimMl, but mainly to tin* fact, that during the past threi* 
yi‘ars many rojiair itiuns had to Ix^ j)osif)oned mi account of t he linaindal 
st ringency r(*sulting from the war. 

For the coming year after provdding for fustablishnient and Rojiairs and 
for tin* completion of works which will be in progress on tln^ 1st Ajiril then< 
is a sum of Rs. 25,80,000 left for now' Minor ainJ Major W'orks, tin* distribu- 
tion of which is shown on jiagoe 28 and 29 of tin* statement. 


idle Hon’bh^ Mk. Donali) said : — 

“ Although the funds for tin.* partition of distric^ts ari^ prov^ichxj in tln^ 
Public Works Budget tin*. Political D(*partmont is coneaumed wu’th the 
qm*stion, and a brief slatiMiient of tin? pr(*.sent position may tliondbre be 
made on its ijohalf. The sums providt^d on this account are f(jr Midnajore 
Rs. 6 , 64,000 and for Myrncnsingh Rs. 6 , 50 , 009 . Tln^si* are two of tln^ it(*ins 
in respect of whicii we havt) bctm allowed to draw on our balancf^s, and the 
Cdjuncil has Indore this discussed the merits of tln^ proposals. Tln^ Secretary 
of State has now af)proved of the principhi on which the division of Midna- 
pore is contemplated, and has allowoil preliminary arrangeinonts for brick- 
burning to proceed, while* final orl<*rs as to <h*tails are c^xptnjttMl shortly. 
Idle estimates of the Myniensingh project an; in an a<lvanc(;d stage, and will, 
if is anticipiated, bo submitted to the Covernment of India shortly. It is 
hoped, therefore, to make some prepress during the year with these long- 
deferred schemes. 
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Mr. Wordsworth. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

Th(‘ Ilon’blc Mk. \V(>hi>swoktii naid : — • 

SiK, I liav(5 th(' hoiKuir to introduce for the considoration of the Council 
the ]>udg(it hoadn of — 

XIX . — Education — lieceijds, 

22. — Ed u a t i o 1 1 — Ex [)€ ndit urc . 

Receijits, — On the n‘c(*ipts Hide of the Budget there is littl(^ to observe 
(‘xcepttliat tli(‘ upward tcmdiuicy of receipts noticeabh^ in tin* precc^diiii^ 
Budgets has Ixhui maintained. The following ligures explain the situat ion : — 




Rs. 

lOU-l'i 

Actuals 

... 8,47,110 

1915-16 

Do. 

... 8,86,574 

1916-17 

Do. 

... 9,47,892 

1 917-1 S 

... Revised 

... 9,40, 0(K) 

1918-19 

... Budget 

... 9,79,0(Hl 


Although th(i “ Revised ’’ figure for 1917-18 has be^ui ])ut at Rs. 9,40,()b0 
it is exp(^ctit^<l that th(‘ actuals for the year will be in tlu» nt‘ighbourhoo(l of 
Rs. (){){). 

Expenditure. — Tluu-(‘ was a stc^ady growth in (‘ducational ex]^(mditure up 
to the yt‘ar 1911-15. wluui normal expansion was arrc^stinl by circumstances 
due to tlie war. Tlu‘ tigun^s of expenditure for tlie velars 1915-16 and 
1916-17 showed a (h‘clim‘, but tin* revis(*d Budget for the current year and 
the (‘stimat(‘ for next yi^ar give indications of inert^ase as will appear from 
tln^ following figur(‘s : — 

Rs. 


1912-18 

... Actuals 


... 78,76,829 

1918-14 

Do. 


... 81,12,515 

1914-15 

Do. 


... 92,07,022 

1915-16 

1)0. 


... 84,8:h414 

1916-17 

Do. 


... 76,87,152 

1917-18 

Revised 


... 81,14,000 

1918-19 

... Budget 


... 1,08,01,0CK)' 


I should ('Xplain in this connoxiou that the various linpmdal grants which 
have hitlu'i to apj^c'ared in the Budget as lump provisions are distributed in 

the Budg(*t for tln‘ n(‘xt. financial year umbo* tin* sevcn’al detailed heads of 

charges. C(‘rtain balances whiidi have not been formally allocattMl to d(5tinit(‘ 
obj(5cts of (‘Xi)enditurc‘ ar(‘ shown in lump. 

The Budgid. whicli I introduce to tln^ Council has been framed on strict 
lim^s and contains little of special note. Its outstanding features an^ 
explained in t h(‘ Financial IStateiiient before us, the items of new expenditun^ 
includtul in it bthiig shown on pages 6, 21, 92 and 98 of that Statement. It is 
not necessary to repeat them. I wish, however, to add a few words in 
explanation of t he following items : — 

1. Starting of two howtols in the old Secretariat Building at Dacc^ — one 

for Hindus and the other for Muhammadans ... ... Rs. 10,500 

Tlu*re is a hostel attached to the Dacca College. But as this is not large* 

enough to accommodate all the students seeking accommodation in the 
college hostel many students were hitherto accommodated in messes 
instituted in the town under the Dacca Mess Scheme. As a more satisfac- 
tory arrangement a section of the old Secretariat building at Dacca has 
been adapted and is now used for hostel purposes. The recurring charges 
in connexion with this arrangement amounts to Rs. 16,500. 

2. Apj>ointinent of an additional Professor of English^ Hooghly 

College ... ... ... ..• ... Rs. 2,i0^* 

An increase in the number of students in the Ist and 2nd year classes of the 
College has made the present arrangement for the teaching of English 
inadequate. The cost of the appointment of an additional Professor ot 
English has accordingly been provided for. 

* This snui inoludoH the recurring a»8i((ntneDt juRt notified of 54 lakbH from Imperial Iteveattew for ihe improve- 
ment of primary education. 
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3. A sum of Ks. .‘^,39,000 has been providtul under “ (i rants-i n-aid ’* for (^ilcntta 

hostels. This sum, the details of whieh were iriveii by Mr. Hornell while 
introducing the Budget for the current yiar, was not spent during 11U7-1«S 
and it is necessary to repeat the provision ; Us. of wlm h will be 

lUilizetl in completing the Taleutta ho-'tels project and the balance for the 
improvement of the accommodation for the Betliune ('oih ge. 

4. The notification of 3!- lakhs recurring g'rant from Imperial sourct*s for primary 

education has been receivt*d too recently to permit me to indicate* in 
detail the directions in which it will be utilized. As soon as tin* necc'ssury 
instructions are recei\ ed from the Government of India schemes for the 
utilization of the grant will be drawn up. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

Tho Hoirblo Kai riiiYA Nath MukHkh.ii Uahadii: ini nnlih^d tin* lOllow- 
heads : — 

liEVKNrK X IvECnsTliATlON. 

KxrKNDITbKE 12 KeH ISTU ATION . 

H(^ said : — 

‘"Sir, I have tlu? lioiioiir tu inlrtKltict^ the h(‘ads el n N'inuie and ('.\p(‘n- 
dit ure of lib' llce^ist rat ion 1 )(d ’arfinont. 

ddie saiu'tioned (vslimatt' of nnanpls lor tin* eiirr(‘iil yt'ar was 
Us. 22,0 ), 000. In tlu‘ li^hl of 1 In^ ivvtna^e for the nine months this esl imala* 
has had l.o h<‘ r(‘vist>d and it is now anticip€'it(‘d to lx* Us. 1 d.hO.OOO. ddiis 
defect is duo to a fall in the numixn* of rogfist rat ions l»y aixuit 10 per emit, 
ddio year has hocMi oiu' of l)Urnp<‘r erc'ips, hut the jiriei* of jute has Ix'mi 
unusually low and owiiii^ to want of froig*ht ricn* (Hnild not he (‘.xported and is 
a drug on the luarkid. On the other hand, th(‘r(' has h(‘mi a larg<‘ ris(‘ in lln^ 
price of many neeivssaries of lil’n, spi^cially in cloth and ot her import, ( m I goods. 
All tin ‘SO have eontrihuted to inaki*, inom'y scarei^. The resuli is that eri'di- 
tors have found idealization dilHeult and iiiv'estnumt has h(e(*n lesl ri(d,(‘d. 
Also, agriculturists having jilmity of clncip foo 1 wma* phiciMl al»ovt‘ the neces- 
sity of borrowing or stdling off tindr lamls. The,se factors have eomhinrd t,o 
ko('p down the nuinlxer of id*gistrations. d'he condition of things is rat-inn* 
abnormal and it is difficult to draw any (d)ixclusions on tin* basis of j>ast years 
when it was found that both prospierity ;uid adversity (*onl riliiit led towards 
increase in registrations. do be on tln^ sale side, we havc^ ostimat-i'd tin- 
receipts for th(‘ next year on the sup{)osition that tln^ jni'smit conditions 
might c*ontinU(^ and W(* haN e accordingly pul ii down ai Us. It), fh), ()()(). 

On thc‘ oxjxmditure si(h*, the (*,stiniat(‘ provides foi* Us. II, '>7,000. 
Thc‘, sanctioned c^stimati* for th(‘ present yeai* is Us. 11, ,30, 000 and tin* revised 
estimate o:i the basis of actuals is Us. 1 1 ,()0,000. ddie incri'asc of lis. 21,000, 
or about 2 per cent, is due to larger expeiiditun* ou various servieos, such as 
temporary (iopying establishnumts, establishineiit-s foi* e \ po.ri iiicii t,al and 
temporary offices (Jpem^d to s(jrv(^ j)ublic (;uii veniimci*, iuereasi-d (!onling(*nt 
cxp(‘nditure for the eejuipment of offices and renovation and iiddiiding of 
valuable books and registers, incr(*ase in travelling allowance *s on acrcount 
ef more* frequent and necu^ssary insjjcctions and ri^ai'raiigemoiit ol the f^adre^ 
in accordance with the present scal(‘. This is a growing departiiumt and 
its needs are many. The estimate^ for t he m-xt year has be en put down at 
Us. 11,54,000, as Us. 3,000 for grain compensation lias bec*n (‘xcludfid, having 
been shown under head “ Miscellaneous.'’ 

Owing to the war we have had Jigain to kcxqi in abc^yamte various 
schemes for the permanent improvement of the Department. 1 he proposal 
b)r the revision of the cadre wliich will greatly benefit the officers is now 
before the Secretary of State. The long“d(‘lerr(‘d HclK-nu*, for tin* revision rif 
the miii^terial establishment in the district h<*adquarters and mofussil offic(!S 
which has been sanctioned by thc^ Secretary of State cannot l>e given c^ffiect to 
for want of funds. We have had to cut down expenditure to the irreducible 
JTiinimum for carrying on the current work of the Department, and it is a 
matter of regret that several much needed improvements have inevitably 
be postponed.’’ 



278 


Resolutions. 
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2 he President (Sir Henry M’^hecler) ; Alaulvi Abul Kasetn. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

(Uiuler the rules for the discussion of matters of general iniblic interest.) 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 9. 


Tlio ]’kksii>knt (Siii Henry Wiieeeer) said : — 

“ T1 !(' Hoii’hlo Mfivi'i* of i-liiB rosolutioii not ap})oar to Ih' lioro. 1 lio 

roKolution tli(‘r(‘fon^ failH uiiIokk any oilier non-official incnibcr (h^siros to iriovo 
it on bin bclialf.” 


Tin* Hon’hlk Maiiia i Ahcl Kahem, in tbe alisenci* of ibc llon’bb? Mauivi 
Fazl-nl Haq, moved tli(‘ followinjL? resolution : — 

This Council rc'eoimnends to tln^ (Governor in tbnineil that tbc' sjX'cial 
t riliunalH eonstituteci umhn* tin* Defenct^ of J ndia (( b-iminal La w Amendmeni ) 
Act, for tin* trial of pi'rsons aeiaised of bein^ (n)n(*ern(Ml in the reemii 

diRturl)anc(^8 of loothnj in hdU ainl bazars lie dissol V(*(l, and that tlu* trial of 
such persons Im' Indd under tin* ordinary law. 


lie said ; — 

''Sir, tin* obje(^l of moving this resolution is that on the ground of 
(‘cononiy, expediency and justice it, is <iesirable that the aecus(*d in the hdt- 
lootirKj (Uises should b(^ trifxl b^^ ordinary courts and iioi by spi'cial trilninals. 
It is also admilt(^l by tin* Gov(u*nnient that rdiesa hdJAooiiug eases have 
arisen out of economic (Hunlitiorift prevailing in tln^ country and that the 
accusiMl in thesi* cas(*8 are not habitual criminals, nor are they guilty of 
heinous offiences. We have be(*n induced to move this n^solution also on the 
grouinl that tliat these tribunals have not given satisfaction to the public, 
and on account, of the monstrously lu*avy senteiu^cs passf'd by some of thesis 
tribunals. Any ordinary court in dealing with cases like* these would 
remember that there is a right of ajipeal ami they would thc‘refore (h'cich* 
the cases accordingly, and |with a fear that there is an Aiipellate Court. 
But the8(* tribunals an* immune from all these difficulties and have passed 
as heavy smitences as they liked on the convicted people without much 
consideration. The public impression is that th(*se t ribunals want to finish 
the \vork as best th(\y can and the sentences they have passcal have not given 
public satisfaction. Nobody denies that the people exmeerned in these cases 
should not be dealt with summarily and punished ; but they should not be 
treated as hardened criminals nor should the sentences be very heavy. 
This is not a now occurrence in Bengal. In 1906-07 such cases of rioting 
happened in several parts of t he Mymensingh and Barisal districts, and tlu* 
accused were as large in number as those concerned in the present cas(^K. 
They were t ried by the ordinary courts and the punishments meted out to them 
were very reasonable and in a very few cases there was an appeal. Such cases 
also happened in Midnapore and in the 24-Parganas ; and we do not under- 
stand why it is necessary to have special tribunals at heavy expense for the 
purpose of trying these cases. The people can understand that in (fises Iik(* 
these several innocent people are concerned. When there has been a riot 
some people will be summarily tried and some innocent people may be im- 
plicated in such cases — there is no help for that. What we object to is 
the wholesale constitution of these tribunals. It is true that non-official 
Indians are on these tribunals but the choice lies with the executive officials- 
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Rat Aloheyulrci (Jfuxudrd Mitra liahcidtiK. 

I am worry to say that tl)o personnH of those tribunals has not ff'wvn satisfac- 
tion and we demaml that these aoc*U8e<l persoiiK hi* trie I hy t he onlinary 
courts. With those few words I commend this resolution lo thi aeceptanee 
of this ('ouncil.” 

(At this sta^e. The Vice-President left the (djair which was 1 In*?! tak(*n 
l)y th(* IION 15LK SIR S. P. SINLIA hem^ tin* Meniher appointed hv tln^ 
Oovenior to preside^ in his stead). 

The llon’hle R.^i MAnKNi>RA (hiANOKA Mitha Rahadur said ; — 

‘‘ Sir, 1 have to submit a few (»! *servat ions in c*onnt'ct ion wit h t in* 
resolution. The Hon’hh* Movm* wisln^s that the sp('ci*al tiuhunals c*onst,it iiled 
for the trial of otfenders under the provisions (d tin* Ridenct' of India Act, 
1915, in hdi-lc(*it)i(j eas(‘s be dissolved. Thtu’e are certain admitted facts 
which com(* to niy mind, d'he poor cultivators havt* bt*i*n put to distr(‘ss(*(l 
circumstanc(‘s, owing t o ahnormailj^ high pric(*s of food stuffs, cloth and oilier 
necessari(*s of lib*. 'J'he^^ cannot purchasi^ a pair of dhooti with the sah*- 
proceeds of a inaund ol paddy or jute*. ddn‘r(' is no propm* supply of arti- 
c*lcs, altlnmgli the demand is heavy. On t he 19th I )(‘(amil)(*r last I nio\'e 1 
the ('ourieil to devise mt‘ans to r(»lieve t in* distressed (‘ondition of the jnti* 
cultivators. I then stall'd : ‘ Kv(*ry morning wi* gel discpi ieting news of 
looting in tin* muffassal bazai’s. I havt* Inward of pro(‘lamationK issn(*<l l>y 
Mr. F. A. Saehse, Distritd. Magistrate, Noakhali, in which to preednde t in' 
possibility of looting in tln^ bazars In' has pi'iialized tin* hohiing of tin* hat 
after ^ e.M., he has ofx'uly admitted that as long *as the war (‘ontinues prici^s 
will ri'iiiain high and tln'r(* is ehancHi f)f looting la'cairring in tin* bazars. 
And as it is impossibh* to station armed politu' in all bazars he ordfM*(*d, 
im(J<*r st'ction 111 of the (hvil Proecnlurf' ( aMbn tin* (dosing of all bazars at 
d e.M. ddiis. Sir. is a serious state of affairs and I am surt* it is retadving that 
(a)nsid(M'atio 1 fi-om Your Kxcailh'iicy’s (foV(‘rnment which it (h*mands. Rut I 
must say that though our j)olice may lx* powcud’ul (uiough to r(*store trainjuillity 
in disturbed arcuis, th(;y will not be abb' to ('radicate tin' po-^sibility of tin' 
r(*curr(‘nc(* of disturbance^ as long as tln'y hav(' to deal with t hat dang(‘rous ('h*- 
ment — a j'oor p('asantry arme 1 with hung<‘rand exasperated. Not only should 
the p(Jor ixiasants be i*('liev('d of thf'ir pi-('S(mt distra'ss bin st('j)s should also be 
taken to induc(' tlnun not to giv(* up cultivation of juti* in (h'spair. ddiis is 
thc'^sad pi(dair(' which I thf'n pn*sented to tin* Council and it is now known 
that spx'cial tribunals liav"(* bficn ostablisin'd for trying t he alleged olb'inlers. 
I n^ad in tin' Statr.sniaJi of the 28rh of F('bruary last I hat hat-looting 
cases vvt*r(' dealt with in the ordinary criminal court in the distrifU, of tin* 
24-Parganas, and that the off(*an]ers wina' punisln'd with imprisoniin'ii t of a 
few months. In Rombay, ordinary criminal courts meted exit the punish- 
ment to the offenders. Now the questio 1 raised by tin* Hon’lile. Mov('r is 
of grave importiamjc. llav(' tin' G{ov(*rnment ex('rciH(*d sound discretion 
in constituting special tribunals to try tin' offen(l(}rs. Do tin* hiitAoot- 
tng cases present to us facts which necessitat(Ml sjx'cial mcasuri's tfi 
secure public safety and the d 3fence of Rritish India ? Was it no(;esHary in 
such cases for the local Government to direct an ord(*r und(*r section of tin* 
Act ? No one can question the absolute authority givt'ti to Gov(*rnment for 
the appointment of the (Jommissioners to try such olferna's Rut hav(' tin' 
Government properly exercised their jurisditdion in a sound manner, in 
divesting the ordinary criminal court to try offend('rR in hiit-looting cases ? 
The growing popular feeling is that the administration of thi' ordinary law may 
be sufficient to check those disturbances in Ad/.s and bazars. The public 
naturally consider that the oniinary criminal courts can try such offon(l('rs. 
The commission of offences of dacoity, murder, robbery, rioting, theft. (‘Lc., 
may be tried in ordinary courts. Public tranquillity may be maintained by 
the ordinary and s|)eedy procedure laid down in the C(xle of Criminal 
Procedure. The hdt~looting cases cannot be viewed as assuming a political 
significance so as to threaten the safety and tranquillity of the British Empire. 
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Babu Kishori Alohan Chaudhuri ; Sir Henry Wheeler. 

We all condeann iha political organizatioiiB the object of which is to spread 
anarchisiii, but we arc* at a loss to know why criminal cases of ordinary 
kind are only to l)e tricui by special tribunals ; the offenders when so tried, 
l(X)He the right of af)p(ial. Idiis j)roeedure is very alarming to the public mind 
and the j)ublic liavi* a right, to ask tln^ rjovernment to dissolve tlu‘ sjw^cial 
tribunals and 1o drift tin* eourst^ of law to run smoothly in an ordinary way. 
The special tribunals are to be constituted when the (U’dinary criminal courts 
are not in a position to punish the offenders brought befon* them. If there be 
a d('])arture from I lu* f)roe(*dure laid down in tln^ Code of the Criminal Procedure, 
it is opmi to the* public to conn* forward and criticise tlu^ action of Government. 
As long as tin* Ihd(*nc(* of India Act is in the Statute ]>(X)k, (*very loyal citizen 
should and must submit to it ; but, Sir, if there lx* no m*(;essity or even if there 
isdoul)tful necessity thc^ i)efonc(M)f India Act should not bc' resorted to for tin* 
trial of su(*h offendei’s. I respt‘Ctfully submit that there is an obligation u])on 
Gov(*rnment to act upon the rt*asonable criticisms submitted to them by the 
p(*oj)l(^ of tin* (*ountry. We arc^ bound <.o reason with Government and point 
out tlnur (UTors. Tln‘i(‘ is a growing f(*eling of a large* section of the com- 
munity against ( ’. I. I>. olhct'i-s, against the police whose* unpoj)u]arity is 
immense*, d'ln^ jjolice* is a powe*]*ful agency on be*half of GoV(‘rnment. Tlnur 
action is watche'd vvitle anxiety. Unpardonable' errors are committ(‘el by tln*m 
as in the'(;ase* of the* Sineloobalas. It is our anxious ehisire*- -our humble* re*que“st 
te) Gove] nme*nt that the*y shoulel cejiistitute sp(‘e*ial tribunals not on jK)lice' 
Versions bill u, e)n e‘ne|uirie*s made* by r(*spe)nsi hie* gaze*tttxl of(ic(*rs olhe*r than 
(hose* wlmse* e)\’e*r-ze*al anel iiigh-haneU‘elness cremate* discf)nte*nt among the* 
pi'ople* and make* the*m unhaj)|>y. In this vie‘>v with all lespe'e*! te)(liosi‘ who 
hael to i-e'j)()r( to Cove‘rnme*nl tei ceinstitule siuth t ribunals T feel it my duty 
to su[)port, the re*se)lution the* Hen’ble* Mover.” 


The* llorrble*. Uaiu) Kisuoki Mohan Ciiauoiiuui said : — 

Sir, 1 think the* re*se)lu(ion shoidel be* ac(*C')>te*el. ddu‘se* hat-looiinij e*ases 
have* not hing to elo wit lithe* political crimes. They ge*ne*rally are)S(‘ eiut e>f 
the* economie* pressure* (*X('rteel by the unthinking jieior and uneduc^ateel 
meibs. The* very faeU. that the*se* cas(*s e)ccurre‘d in breiael elay light in Z/ri/.s* 
anel bazars, sheivvs that the*y ceiulel not have* beie*n j >remeditate*el ; on a suelde*n 
impulse the* unthinking and unexlucate*el nmbs comrnitteel those* acts of law- 
le*.ssm*ss. Of course*, it is neit unlikedy that the le>w class hael characte‘i's t(K)k 

advantage' eif the'se' e)e*eurre*nce'S anel aggravate^d the seriousness of the* 

situation. The* j)e)lice‘ in ve*st igatieins in such ease*s arei far from satisfactory. 
Theu*e are reasons tei be*lie*ve* that in some* cases j^robably from interest(*el 
meitive's the* re*al culjuits are* ne)t (*ithe'r trace*d or are let off and the innocent 
bystande'rs are* sent uj) in emler to make seiine jicrsons the scapegoats. Feu* 
thi'se re*ase)ns. it is very re*a8onable that in the* trial e)f these cases — theiugh 
the* e]uestion eif identification in tlu' actual j articipation in the act of looting is 
a very simple* eiiie* — st ill it is ve*ry elesirable that the pe^lice investigat ie>n 
sheiuld be uonelucle'el with a full s(*nse e>f responsibility and with a view 
that the* ele*fenc(* sheuilel get all the* ael vantages of (ordinary trials. Of 
ceiurse, in jury elistrie ts they will get the benefit of the verdict of the 

jury; the* leK^al peeiple are likely to know more about the nature of the' 

thing anel tln*y shoulel get the advantage of an appeal fo tiio higher 
cenirts. For these reaseais, I think the proposal shoulel be accepted and 
there is no re*ason why the ordinary law courts should not bo competent 
te) deal with these* cases. With these few words, I heartily support this 
resolutiein.” 


- The Hon’ble Siu Hknry Wheelkr said : — 

“Sir, in opposing this resolution, I should like to remind the Council of 
the situation with which we were faced towards the end of last, and the 
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beginning of the present, year, aiul while explaining the reasons wliy tliese 
special tribunals were* created, to disabuse somt^ Hon’ble Monibtn-s of thi* 
idea that in adopting this procedure we wen* making a use of the U^d’enee of 
India Act to which those who passed that Act ditl not inti^nd that it should 
put. As will be fresh in tlu' minds of all of us, towards t ht‘ end of last yt*ar 
and, I ihink, extending also into 1918, then* occuired in emtain dist riels of 
the province, beginning oiiginally in Noakhali and Chittagong, a serit»s of 
ca8C‘S in which mobs looted and bazars, took away articles from the 

shops, and assaulted the sliopkeept^rs and in sonu* cast's also t in' ixiliee. d'lu* 
total number of sucli occurrenct's was 148 ; tlu'y i*xtend(‘d to all I In* di visions 
of the province — being d8 in tin* I^n*sidoncy l)i\'ision. If) in tin* Hurd wan, 
28 in tln^ Dacca Division, lt> in tln> Chittagong and 51 in tin* Hajshahi 
Division. Tln^ example that was set, at first in a mort' or hvss lo(\al eorinu-, 
spread to other districts with t in* la^sults which I havt* just nn'iit-ioned. And 
I think it will also be rennunbi'red that tin* papiu's at. that tone weia' 
full of appeals to Governnn'id. to rc^ston^ law and onhn* ainl to prt^vent 
the interferenc(* with the peac(‘ful lib* of citizens and shopk(*(‘]>(‘rs. 
That is the situation which arose, at a lime wh(*n this (‘('uintry, along 
with the rest (^f tin* Kmpire, was cngagi*d in this deadly war. It was a 
situation which had a dii(*ct bewaring on tln^ war. To the best of oiir ability 
wc t ri(*d to quell tin* disturbanc<*s with the men atonr disposal ; but had 
they (*xt(*ndt*d ov(U' a wiih*r art*a, it would have b(*<m inevitably nect ssary 
tt) call in aid from outsid(\ which would have dirt'ctly afrectcnl tin* military 
arrangements of tln^ Covo'rnnnmt of India. 


ddiat being the situation, what were the re<pilrenn*nt s to meet it ? In 
the first place. I submit, the primary re(piin‘nn*nt was the sj)t*i*dy n'st.ora tion 
of law and ordi*r. It was tin* fundann*ntal duty of Covernment not to run 
tin* risk of thesis disturbancu^s spreading throughout. Htmgal, ainl from Ih itgal 
])osslbly to ot.h(‘r proviiua^s. Tin* 7*(*storation of law and order was (‘Ib'ct^xl 
l)y bringing in ])olic(‘ from oiitsich*, thus in*c(*ssarily deph*ting tin* j)obcc in 
ot,ht*r districts, and by tlu' arrest of otten(h*rs and tin* investigation of casi^s 
as (juickly as possible : f(H' that j^urpose, too, special olhcn rs wert* brought ’n 
from outsidt' ; when th(*s(* castes wen* institutt'd, the H(*cond requirenu*nt was 
their 8]^e(*dy disposal, both in order that j)(‘oj)lc might r(*aliz(^ that ) unishment 
would follow (piickly upon tln*ir oflencx'S, and to allay b*<^ling among t he jx'oph' 
tln*mselves, bocjius(*, undoubtedly, there* was a teinl<*in*y in some jdaces for’ 
thes(‘ cK,*.currenc(*s to have' e*ngende*r(*el a ce*rtain amount of friction among 
elin(u*t*nt ce:)mmuniti(‘H. A not In*!' re*ason for (*xpeelition was in orel(*r t hat, on i’ 
dejpleted stati’s and ovcr-wor*ked e^rHieau's might not hav(» their- ein*rgi(*H eurtire'l^' 
abs(ad>ed in the disposal of thesee cases. Ferrtunatedy the* erases (ie*as<*d ; but 
had they gone* e>n it would have b(*en me^st eletrimemtal to the admiirist ration 
if e)ur police* anel magistrate's hael fe)unel the*ir hands absolute ly lull anel 
been unable to cope with n(*w occurrt*nces. 


Such being the situation, and the? n*quii*e?me*nt s of the situation as I view 
them, I may explain to the? (Je>uncil the* a(?tie>n we* took. hr the? majority e>i 
instances the* elisposal of these case?s has b<*e»n le?ft tf) the* e^rd inary courts. 
Even in elistricts where special tribunals have* be*(*n e?n*ate?el, it is only the* 
more sorious cases which have be'cn made e>ver to r lie sj)(?cial tribunals. As 
an instance, in the district of Kangpur, I find that out of 20 cas(*s only 7 have* 
been made over to the special tribunal, anel ii is in<*vitable? that this should be? 
so, since the only cases that are triable* by the? spe*cial tribunals are? theise? falling 
under sections 395 and 41 2 of the Indian Te*nal (Jode*. Obviously, t hered'ore*, any 
charges that do not come within these* sections cannot be trie*d by the? sp(?(?ial 
tribunals. We diel not, moreewer. set up tribunals every whe*rc*. and as a matte'r 
of fact, they were appointed only in the districts of Chittagong, Noakhali, Kang- 
pur, Dinajpur, Jessore and Khulna. In these* six districts there were for dis- 
posal 48 cases with 1,338 accused — tfius bearing out the contontiem tliat, but 
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f(jr adoption of this special procedure, these cases, involving many accused 
])erHons, might have dragged on for an inordinate time. Of these cases 
8, involving 258 accused, liave been disposed of ; 24, involving 915 accused, 
ani pending, and 4, involving 165 accused, are put down as likely to be 
l)r()Ught before the tribunals. 

It is not my purpose to defend personnel of these tribunals, and 1 
should regard my doing so as improper as attacks upon them in this dyouncil ; 
but since the point has been touched upon by one Hon’bh' Member I will 
nuM-(4y draw atttmtion to what the constitution of the tribunals has been. In 
the Chittagong district the members serving upon the tribunal are the 
District and Scissions Judge, a deputy magistrate, an honorary magis- 
trate and a landhohhn* and nnu'chant ; in Noakhali, the District and Sessions 
Judge, a pleader and th(‘ Vic(^-( Jiairman of the District Board ; in Uang|-ur the 
District and Sessions Judg(‘, a pleadm* and a deputy magist rate, in Dinajpur 
the District, and Scissions Judges a pleader and a deputy magistrate ; in 
Jessoieand Khulna tln^ District and Sessions Judge, a retired presidency 
magistral, artd a ph^adcu*. So far as possible, an attempt has been made to 
have, on the tribunals both a Hindu and a Muhammadan. I am content to 
baavc^ the matter at that. 

d'iiat being what w(5 have done and tlu‘ reason why we have dom^ it, I would 
now only touch upon the last point, namely, the idea that we have misused tlu‘ 
Defence^ of India Act in aj)pointing th(*st^ tiabiinals. That can l)est be tested l)y 
a reb‘rence to the discussion in the Impeiial ('ouncil at tht^ time wln*n the 
D(d'ence of India Act was ])assed. 1 shall able to sliosv that the situation 
\vlii(.*h arosc^ hert‘ was (h‘scribetd almost verbatim by Sir 1\. (h’addock in th(‘ 
course^ of his spcxoh(‘s on tht' Bill as a contigem^y against wdiich the Act was 
dir(‘ctt^d. In dealing with tiu* sptxdal procedure ])rovidpd fo'; in tin' Act, he 
poitit(*d out, t,lu‘ extreane n(>c(‘S8ity at a tinn^ of war of maintaining the public 
peac(‘, and after d(‘aling with two contingencies with which we are not 
now concerned, litMoferred t(» a third. With your porinission, Sir, 1 would 
like to quote liis reinarks 0 !i this point, as tln^y have a vtoy direct bearing 
upon th(> prt^sent situation : — 

Thir<liy, we come to u clasH of disorder which has characterised reCiUit disturbaiict ^ 
in the Western Punjab, 'Phis is of a dilfereiit kind aiol lias no definite political object 
when it start, a ; — it is simply lawlessness, partly induced by economic unrest. Men break 
out against tlu^ restraints of tin* law to plunder their wc^aker neighbours and if this 
lawlessness is unchecked it soon assumes the aspect of rebellion against all constituted 
authority, or it may take on the complexion of racial or religious rioting. In some of the 
Western Punjab districts, imieed, it is rapidly becoming a movement among lawless 
Muhammadans, undei the stress or pretext of high prices, to loot and plunder their Hindu 
neighbours, to wreck the shops and houses of hdnias and burn their bonds and books. 
Violent mobs of this kiml rapidly swell in numbers ; any success draws in fresh adherents 
or produces imitators, and the danger may become a very serious one if it is not effective- 
ly dealt with at the very start. 

Those W(n*(is most aptly roprosont the state of affairs with whitJi this 
(Jovi'riiirieiit was faced during the period I have mentioned, and that being 
so, and it lieing the cleanest duty of Government to maintain order in tin' 
province in these tini(*s of stress, I maintain that we were absolutely justified 
in th(*se cirtuims.tanoes in ensuring the prompt disposal of these cases by 
ad(^j)ting the special means vvhich the Act places at our disposal. I cannot, 
thertdore, accept tlu* resolution on behalf of (Jovernment.” 

'Fhe lloirble Maulvi Abol Kasem saiil : — 

“ Sir, we an^ thankful to the Ilon’blc Sir Henry Wheeler for the state- 
ment he has made, hut I am sorry to say that I fail to understand why it i^ 
necessary for the speedy restoration of peace and order that these cases 
should bo tried by special tribunals. The Hon*ble Member-in-charge himself 
admits that special tribunals have not been formed in all the districts of 
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]l(‘ng:al ami oven wlic're tliey liavo 1^*011 foniKHl, all the vast s havt' not ht't'u 
made over to them for disposal. As I l)OL»-an hy saying- ami as the icst )lu t ion 
itsoli' says — \vt* want especially in tin* stnaous (‘ast‘s that the acenst^d should 
have tlie 7 -i^ht (»r appeal against the decision .'T tin* fiisi c..in-| of justice*; 
and what, is mon* wt' desire that tin* <\>urt passing tin* jml^-inent ami 
s(‘ntenc‘(‘ should hav(* an idea that their jud^nnmts ar»‘ suhjt'ct to a| jx'al ami 
that will he moral cheek on t ht'ir jud<jfments. 'Thai is the ?(*ason ^^hv W(* 
have takon tin* opportunity ol' rnoviniic this resolution. Nohody denit's that 
It was ahsoJul(*l\’ necu^ssary to ia‘sto]a‘ j)eae(‘ .and ordt'r ainl pie\eni .1 ih*- 
eurnuic'o of th(*s(‘ things and t he ( J o\a‘i*nnnmt. was eeitainly .aj>peah‘d toon 
that heLuiliaml wt* still ha^■t' the opinion that if lln'r«' he .a 7 'ecii irtnca* of 
such lawh‘ssness, spcauly nn‘asin*es should he adopttul to check iln* spiaad 
of tlu'se <‘as«‘s. It is ti’Ue that j)ea(‘(‘ainl ord(*r h.ad to Ix' if'stoied hy t lie 
[)olic(* hut not hy a pronijit and s]>(x‘dy tiaal of tlie olVences. ddn's.- (.tVen(*(‘s 
eould havt' Ixx n t-ried at .a mucli loss (n»sl hy t he ordinal y (’oiiits than hy these 
special trihiinals, and, 1 Ihitds, inoia' spi^edily with t his ad \ a nl aij^e, t hat in <‘asi' 
(»f tln‘i)- l)einc' t.rn‘d hy a nia^ist rat < * llnn-e wcadd liaxa* h«'en .an appe.al. With 
d ue def«n-ema‘ t.otli 0 llon’hh* l\Ieniher-in-c*haro;e, I would suhmit th.at there 
IS n<' lonnd.ation lor the stati'iin'iit, th.at. tlu'Se lial-hx'ti i)U] c.ases were due to 
any dith'ieiiee of (etdinij; lM‘tween t in* t wa > c< aninu nit H's ; llu'ia' was ahsolutely 
no su(‘h feeling at. the tinn* wdnui these cases oc‘ciirn'<l. ’ 

ddit* Ilon'hle vSii: 11 i:nk\ W hkklku saiil : — 

ddie lion hie Meiuher is misrepresenting wh.at I s.aid. I inwer stated 
that, tin'se oe(‘U ria^ma's h.ad hemi (‘aus(‘d hy ill-hx>lin^ iM'twfaui ditlerent 
communities, hut. that in tin* course ol them theia* w.as ,a danger of ill-f(‘('lm^ 
l)etW(‘(*n tin* diOeiauit ooininunit i(‘S developing.” 


Hon’hh* Maitia i A iu l Kaskm, continuing, said : — 

“Sir, 1 have* found I rom c(‘rttun st.at.ements mrnh* in tic* \ernaciilar 
J’ress that an attempt, was nunh* to make out that these e.ascH 

W(n*e dm> t.o r.aeial folding Ix'tw'eeii t he Ilindiis and M u h.ammad.a ns, hut I rom 
enquiries mad«*, hotli hy otliei.als ,aml hy iion-olhenals, wa; lia\'e lound th.at 
then* IS alisolutely no foil mlat.ioii for su<*h a statement.. I iliink the Ihess 
h.ave coi’rc(*tcd this stalcnn'iit. ddn^sc d istii rh.anccs wcic cntJM'l\' due to 
<*.conomic Condit ions, .and t hese rustn; pco]»h*, lat^ht ly <>i' w’ron^l\', hole wed t hat 
tin* ]naccs of soiik' .arti<*lcs were rais(*<] for the .ad \'a n l .a^c .and .a^jjacra in I iscmcn t 
of I, he dcah*rs of tlnisc .artich^s and tin* people* wanl.c<l to have revenar<* cn 
t li(‘ni. It waas C('rtainl\' unlawd'ul on their jiart lodoso, and vNliat wa* wanted 
w^as that these people should he tried hy tin* ordinary courts and )eaKonal)Ic 
smitcnct^s he jiassi'd on t lie'll! , I umh*rst.and that in one case .ahont jfO to 2 .a 
persons h.avi* hceii senten(*ed to lieavy sentences ol 7 to S years ri^oi-ous 
imj)risonm(*nt. 'rin*se are surely s(*ntenees wdiicdi shoiihl Ix' jiassed on 
hardened eiaminals. h'or these la^asons, I suhimt.. Sir, tliut tins ifSolutirin 
shr>uhl lx* accept (*d hy this (douncil.” 

The motion waas then jiut ami lost.. 

At the instance of tlie President Item No. 1 1 was takrui up for dismission 
hofore Item No. 10 . 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

ddie Ilonddo Maci.vi Ahtl Kaskm, in the ahsenei^ of Mauivi A. K. hazl-ul 
Haq, mov(*d the followun^?* resolution : — 

This Council rccommendH to the Governor in (.ouncil tliat a ^^azette<l 
officer (not h(unj^ a police officer) be specially deputed to maki* lull and 
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(Iftailocl iii(|iiiri('8 into all cases o’ alleged oi)presRion coininitt (*(1 by the ] olict' 
in coniK‘ction with tin* n‘eent (list iirl)aneeB of looting in hdts and bazars. 


H(‘ said — 

'‘Sir, in uiovnii** this rescJution 1 only make* nu'ntion that riglitly or 
wrongly th( 0 *e is an iin])r(‘ssi()n in tin' pnblici mind that th(‘ fxdict^ have tak(‘n 
advantag(‘of th(‘ (*as(*s in going over to villag(!S and (^xtorting 

niont'V Ironi tin* \'illage!’s and hubinitting tlunn to all soits of tortui*(‘. 
Allegations hav(‘ Ikm'ii mad<‘ l>()th in th(‘ lh-(‘ss and by \arious bodit's of 
]»eoj)l(‘ against this sort of thing and m justice to the pcjliet* theinsidves and 
foi* th(' good nanu' of tln‘ < Jov(‘rimi(‘nt , I think th(‘ (lovernnunit ought to 
a(M;e])t this resolution and hold an iinpiiry, mitiiady iiKh'priMhnii of polie.e 
ag(uicv, t.o find out whetlun- th(‘n‘ is any truth in thes(' allegations or not, but 
alh^gations have Ixs-n p(Msist,<‘nt.ly made with a g(M)d di^al of v(‘hemen(‘(‘ by 
p(‘oj)l(‘ i'(‘Siding in thos(‘ pai'ts of t he country wluua* t!H‘so (;ast“s liav(‘ oceiina'd. 
It. has b(‘('n alh?g(‘d, //r.s7, that, hah wtua* lootrd ami, secondhj, that, villagt's 
vv(u-(‘ looted in tlu'ir t.urn. In justi(‘(‘. to tln^ polici* officers themselxu's 1 
He(^ no r(‘ason why an (‘iKjuiry should not b(‘ diia^ettvl. 1^1‘lieieney of tie* 
])olice its(‘ir demands that, an (‘mpiiry should be niad('. and 1 liojM* ( J ovi'rn numt 
will b(‘ j)leas(‘(l toaeet^])! this r(‘solution and hold an (UKpiiry. 10\('n in this 
east' 1 do not ask for a non-official emjuiry but an official (unpiiry which is 
not a j)oli(a' ome’’ 


'riu‘ Hon’ble M. Ashkaf Am Khan (hiAi DHriM said — 

“ Sir, in supj)Oi*t.ing t his resol ut ion I t ak(‘ t his o]>j)ort u nil y of saying that 
(‘.very one knows that aftt'i* some dislurbanct* the j)olie(‘ do 1ak(‘ the opjtortu- 
nity (A r(‘alising soiiH'thing from the ]>eo])h‘ of I he lo(*al it.y. Som(‘tim(‘S t he 
]>oli(*(‘ th(‘mselves erc'ati* t in' trouble soUdy lor t lu' jturpose of s(]ue('Zing 
out moiK'y fi'om I lit' accused. Sir. in tlu' distirct of Kangjuir, 1 know it 
personally, that t lu‘ poliet' frt>m om^ villag(.‘ havt‘ betui abb' to taki' a great, 
amount of mon(\v fiatm t.lo' villag(‘rs as bribte W hen I put this btd'ort' tlu' 
Dist rict Magistrate' and tol 1 him about it 1 lu aitl that lu' In^ld an eiujuiry or 
ratlier lu'ul tlu' enquii’v lu'ld by some body and th(‘ report. \Nas that, no allega- 
tions wort' mad(‘ out. In this I'esolution it is urge 1 that a gaZ(‘tt(‘d ollicei', 
not, l)cing a i)olic(‘ offict'r, be‘ (‘SjxH-ially dejuit (m 1 toiujijuire into these* allega- 
tions. W ith lagard to this matter I would only maki* t liis observation tliat 
when an officAu* go(*s to a vibag(‘ toemiuire int(^ (;as(‘S of this scjrt he* is always 
surrounded by tin* jxdie'e who try always to ke(*ji out tin* pt'oph' coming n(*ar 
t he gaze4tt‘d (»(lic(‘r. 1 f t lu' gazetted offie'er goes to the villagi^ without a 

polieu* officer with him ami tries to take the lu'lp of tin* jx'ople of the locality 
there*, tin'll 1 think this (‘inpiiry will Im* lu'lpful ; othe'rwise what is the good 
of si'iiding soim* body of tin* p(.lic(’ fore*e to em^uire into these cases as the 
villagers t h(‘mselve*s will be* afraid t e:ome forwxird to substantiate the alb^ga- 
tioii tlnyv make* against tin* ])oIic(*. \\ ith the*se few words 1 heartily suppcjrt 

t his resol ut. ion. ’ 

The' llon’blo Di:. Dkha rj:e)SAi) SAiiiiADiiiKAia saiel : — 

t>ir, I ris(^ to support, this resolution. On t in* occasion of my recent 
visit to Rangpur 1 tound tln^ feeling tln^re* to be?* very strong in connccti(m 
wdth thesi* cas(*s, and 1 c(>rrainly think that for the goo I name of the police 
and of the Oovernmt'iit a tlmremgh investigation is re(|uired. There is not 
the least doubt that public feeling in some of the districts is very high.” 

Tlie llon’bh* Siu Henkv Wheei.ek said : — 

‘‘ Sir, 1 woulel, first eif^all, put it to the Council that the particular 
proposal contcxincd in the resolution cannot, in any circumstances, be the 
best means of arriving at the object in view. It proposes the deputation of 



1918.] 


Ifpsofuttoyis, 28 r> 

Sir Ilpun/ liyieelcr, 

a special ]^*az('ite(l oHicer to mak(^ a detailed eiupiiry in all tln^ areas in whieli 
alleg’ations against iln‘ ])()lice may liave lu'mi made ni e()nm‘eli.>n with lln'se 
hat-looting cast's. I havt' just told th(> Council I lu' nninlM i* and extent of these 
cases, and I can stH' no advanfa.ofe in supt'rstMlin^' iln* oidinarv stall* on wlmm 
such (uiquiries would ordinai’iJy thnolvt' in I’avour. at this hit e daw ot om* 
spc^cial offic(‘r wlio will have to tour round all the districts eoncerm'd and 
tmdt'avour to asct'rtain facts svriich, as I shall siiow latt'r, havt' alrt'adv ht't'n 
invest i|Tatt*d. 

Tht' im|K)rtaiK*e ol' promf)t enquiry into any alh'L^ations of miseondnet on 
the part of polici* is not one which is in any wa\’ inov to (iovt'rnment ; it has 
long' heen rt'alised and it is pro\'idt‘d for* in the ruh s. The rules of t he 
Colict' Manual recpiirc the immediate ?a'j)ort of any such s<‘rious alh'galions t(» 
the Sui>(‘rinten<hml of Police, and through him to tin* Pistriet Magistraite; 
whih' on r('ceij)t of that information it is the duty of tin* l>ist-ric*t. Magistrate 
to considt']' whi'ther In* should oi*d(‘r a magisl.enal t'lnjnirv in lit'ii of tin* 
d('l »art nn'iital t'mjuiry, whi(‘h tin* Sujx'rm tenden t of Poliet' i^in the ahsenci' ol 
tJie District Magistrate) should aiwa\'s institute of Ins (»wn motion, or wln'ther 
111' should insti'uci a magistrate to co-ojierate with the Sujierint.endent 
of Police or the Suhd i visional Police ollici'i* in tin* einjuiry. Idiere is 
a Sj ccilic* direction, thereloi'e^ drawing the attention <»l all our ollicers to the 
inqiortance of this matter and impia^ssing on them the expedu'iicy of ciniuiry 
liy (‘Xt-ra depai tmental agem^y in serious eases, d'he particular matter of alle- 
gat ions against I he police in ha t-l oot in<j (tasi's is not , of courst*. in it- self diff“rent 
from similar allegat ions madt' against the jiolice in any ot her con nei*t mn , and it- 
Would he improper, in np\' opinion, to attem])i to lay down that iM'iaause 
allegations ari* made in connection wath hdf-lntttmg cases, even ihoiigh thi'se 
may havi' heen adduced in several districts and li.ivi' attracteil a ia*rtain 
amount of att -nlion, a novel proceilure shoiihl he adopted which would not- 
h(‘ followed otherwise. Ihit-, as a matter of fact, m connecriion with these 
allegations, wa* ourselves, o\o*r and above the ruh's, <liew the attention of i-ui' 
local ofiicers to the need for I'nijuiry. (hi sei'ing certain siolent statements 
inadi' in certain ik* wsfiapers, vvhiidi 1 nia'd not part imilarise. hut of tin* rcck- 
lessiu'ss ol' Some of which the ( -ouncil may jmige hy t he vo\n aiMniijae whu'h 
we issued tin* other day sp(‘clfi(ailly <lenying the .allegation that a numhcj- of 
peoph' had died from il l-t-i*eat mi'ii t, we waote on the ::fnd and .at h f’ebruary to 
tin' ollii'crs C( inci'rni'd , pointing out that- thesi' complaints wi'ii* hemg mooteil 
and that — if t-lien* were s])i‘citic al legat ion s made — t hey must he eiujuircil into 
pronijitly. In one of our h-tti'rs wa* even siiggestf'd t he dejiutation of a magis- 
ima’al oflicc;r, tlius in-lioing our rules which laydown such a procedure wdien 
the charges are Hei'ious. ^riier’efoi’e long helori' t-his resolution was move(l, and 
in addition to our standing or'ders gov’erning these matters, we direel.ed an 
imquiry. In res| onse to these order’s cn(|Uiries have heen nunie. and 1 would 
like to draw the attention of tin* ('ouncil to the reports rcci'ived, which 
will giv’e sonu' indnaition of the action that has heen taken and oj the 
present situation. 


1 referre 1 Just now to spccilic alh'gatioiis against 1 In' police, and oui' 
order's weri^ confined to them only. If tin* chai'g<* is tluit an oUmn*!* has heen 
<^*ommit-t,(ul , it IS only fair to the poliia* that persons should conn* lor’wai’d and 
state exactly what has hapjiened. I gi’catly dej»recate statements like We 
do not say it is true, wa* cannot say whether' it is iror rect oi' not , hut. jieople 
are under tin* impression that horrible oflences ai'e ht*ing committed.’ and so 
<Mi ; nor, to my mind, does it roilound to the credit ol tlnee who lay cliargcs 
n| that description. Howevao', w'e oi' li'fe 1 enqunie,*^ into specific allegations, 
and the geiii'ral purport of tin? ri'plies is as lollovvs • — 

From t-im districts of Kajshahi. Hogra, dalpaiguri, Dinajpiir, Pahna, 
dessore, Nadia, Murshidabad, Khulna, Jiankura. Pirbhuni, tin* (Jhittagong 
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Hill Tracts, 'J'ip])t*ra nii<l Dacca we were told that no such specific allegations 
have Ix^eii made. 

The ( )(»nimissioner of tin* (Jhittagong Division report(*d that as rt'gards 
Chittagong lui had heard ol* no such allegations or rumours (>xe(‘pt tln^ articles 
in the nowspajK rs. Ai N‘>akhali ht‘ liad soim tin* Hon’hhv MauD'is h'azl-ul Ha(] 
and Ahul l\as<‘m, who (*om])lain(‘(l t,o him of this matter, though before their 
arrival tlic pcoplr had not doin' so. 1](‘ asked t hem t() [irodiKu^ (^\'idem‘(', but 
t Inw de(‘limM| to do so on tin* ground that tlie peojde were afraid to conu' 
forwar<l to give (iVidenee against tin* police. The ( hnnmissioiun*, howi vor, 
advis(‘d tin* Histrict Magistral!* to makn an (‘nquiry, and on tin* 2()th February 
he reported that tin* District Magistratt* had imnh' an (‘inpiiry and was direc't- 
ing tin* jiroseeii t ion of a su b-ins])('et or and certain (*onst.abl(‘S and dafadars. 
From the la^port of tin* District Magistratt* of tin' 2^^)rd February, it. ajijiears 
that r>H c()m|)laint.s wi ia'tln* outc*onn* of om* (;ase in which a sub-insju'clor 
had nearly been b(*alcn to<h‘ath,and 'J\ com]>laints of aiiot.lnn*. Tln^ District 
Magistral!* tanjuiia'd into matt!M*s pi'rsonally, assist!*!! by a siib-r!*gistrar, ami, 
as I liav!* said. !*!'rlain ])r!)S!M*utions hav!* lu*!*!! t-lu' iiiiteoim*. Tln'se !aas!.*s 
ar!* pr!‘sumably inev ])cnding, and it wouhl be nn])rf)p!*r to ])i‘on!)un!‘!* any 
opinion on t In'in. 

rii!* Dist ru*t Magistral.!* of (diittagong r!*])!)rt!Ml that the *all!*gation t.hat 
j)olic!* arr(‘st!Ml ] (*!)pl!* iniliscriniinati'Iy a})p!*cars to 1)!^ wit hout any founilation 
as far as this (listrict is conc!*riu‘!l. ’ X!*it.h!*r in 1 In* least's that havi* Ix'eii 
instil lit. !'!l bi'loi!' tin* i-ourts had t In'S!* alh'gations Im*!*!! S!*ri!)Usly mad!*. 

I now turn t o tlnMlistriet, of Ibingjuir, to whic'h tin* lion bb* Mr. Ashral 
All Khan (diaudhuri has relena'd, and I think I !*an show that tin* imino's- 
siiui In* has get that nothing has Ik*!*!! !lom^ is !‘rroin'i»iis. 'J'In* Disl rii*! 
Magisirat!* re]>oi’t.'> : 

‘ ^'li!* work ol tin* in \ !‘st igat ing p!»li(*!' !)Hi(u‘rs was (*ar!'fidly sup!*rvis!*!l by 
]>olic!* !>fiic!‘rs ol siiperi!)!* rank ami also in most, (‘ases l)y tin* Subdivisi!)nal 
()ili(;!‘r and Dist.n!*t, Magistrat!* hims!*lf, ()f tin* cast's whi!‘h o!‘earr!*d in 
t.lu* (1 ist.rict lb W!'!*!* pt*rsonally lookeil u]) by me. As far as 1 know tlii*ri* 
has b!*(*n no alh'gation by any of tin* jiiU'sons arrest!*!! in any !*as!' that 
t.hc'y havt' In*!*!! wiaingfully arr!*st!‘!l at tin' inst.am*.e !)f any zamimlar or his 
a nil a.' 

Idu* latt!‘r is an accusati!)n that was frei'ly ina!l!' in s!)im* ijuart!'!*^. lb* 
then g!)es on t!) refer t!) (‘!*rtain s])ecifie (tast'S, 

dduis in tin* Fulbari looting caihv. the Subili visiiinal Officer la'jiorttnl that 
tlnmalh^gat ion was without. foun!lation. in t in* Jfiiaratkhah !*as!*, regarding 
which a !*!)m])laint was made by Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Cdiaudhuri, an enquiry 
was hehl by t he Su b!ii visional . ( )fiiet'r. Tln^ eharg!* !)f wianigful ana^st 
by a railway h!^a!l-C!)nstabl!* was not substantiate!!, d'hia*!^ other east*s 
whi(di W!*!'!* biamght forwaril broki* ilown, ami I understand that oiu* (*ase 
against a [lanehayat is still ]>!*mliiig. In tin* Chilman looting cas!*, tin* 
t nquiry was maih* by t In^ Subilivisional tUlieer win) was of ()|)inion tliat the 
charges brought against the j>olic!‘ ami tahsildar W!*r!‘ false ami with!)Ul 
foumlation, b!'ing tin* out(‘onn* of ])arty fet*ling. ddu* Dlstim-t Magistral!* 
personally visit!*!! tin* st> »t iluring the pc)lice enquiry ami stat!*s that ‘ m> 
c!>m])laint was ma!l!‘ by any person either against the police or tahsildar. 
Tin* District Magistral.!* is now, how<‘ver, making a further enquiry int!) 
thi'Se charg!*s, A jiartii'ular accusation that a woman ha!l a miscarriage by 
reas!>n !)f p!)li!*e ill-t reatinent was enquiri'd into by the Subdivisional Officer, 
who found that it was without foundation, ddie Sundai'ganj (^as!* was in- 
vestigaltnl by tin* Subdi visional Olfict'r, a ih^puty inagistratt* and also by the 
District Magistrate. It has Uvon held that an inspector, a sub-inspector 



1918 .] 


lie solutions. 
Maiilvi ^Mnil Kasem. 


287 


;inJ acoiiRtablH an* at fault, aud a pr()S(‘cut ion will ho insiitutod a^-aiust i liosi* 
jioTKons against whom log’al o\’i(huu‘t‘ is f« > 1*1 lic-omiuo. 

I now turn t-o tin* distric-t of Ho^ra in whicdi, in oonutc-t ion with a ohar^o 
of assault on the ]>olioo, similar alh'ufations \V(*r»* mailo ; liny wt i-o ('miuirtui 
into l>y the Subdi visional ()lbi*er and h(‘ld to Ik* unsu 1 'st am lal cd. 

In Malda, 9 petitions wert^ liltHl ai^ainst the attaehment of movahh* priu 
}HU-ty ; t ho alh'irat ions wert* ^■(‘m*i*ally that tin* poliet* had atlaehed the pr»e 
])erties of abseoiub'rs whi(di tJu* relat 1 Vi*s alle^e<l <lid not belong to tJn* m(*n 
who W(‘re wantKMl. These c‘as('s weia* emimnni into by a sn l)-inspeetor and 
one complaint of a dilVei'ent eharac^ler was tak(*n up l)\' the Su|)erint t'lidenl of 
Policv*. 

In the 2 f-Pariranas, tln‘re was a complaint mrnie against a chaukidar. 
which was (*n(|Uire<l into by a sub-deputy eolh‘(‘loi* and found to Ik* unsub- 
stantiated. 

In Mymensingh there* we're two pe'tly ease's against a ela faela r a nel (‘e'rtain 
(ionstablt‘s ; one* was (*nejuir(*d into by a de‘puly supe'rintcudrnt e >f j»olie‘e* anel 
anothe*]* by a stib--de*[)U I y eolb'Clor. 

In Midnapeire*, theu'e* was one* e^ase* whieh was e'ueiuireel info by a elcjnity 
ma^j^ist rat e' and found fo be^ false*. 

1 tliiuk tin* tJouncil will seK\ t h(‘re*foree^ that anele*r oiir instructions enepiiry 
has be't'ii made into a numlie*!* of case*s. Some* of t he'se^ have* lK*e'n lu'ld to 
break e|()wm. Wdie're*, howa*\’e‘r, in the* opinion of the' i*nejuirin^ (dlie'ci* the're* 
wais a priind iarie case^ aifainst. an\' me*mlK*rs eif the* iiolita*, we* hma* lot 
he'‘sitat(*d to put tht'm on thenf trial and tin* re*sult must be* h‘ft l,o tin* (*ouitK. 
rhe*re* is no ne*e.*el. 1 1 1 ('re *fore* for farther e'lnjUirN’, since ( 1 o\'rr nnie*n t. ha\e 
alre\ady desalt amply woth the situation, ainl 1 submit that tin* re*sohition should 
not be* a(;(*e*pl e‘d . ’ 


The^ Hon’ble* Mai i.vi a arc Kaskm saiel : — 

‘‘Sir, although the wording of the* re‘solutie)n is sonn'whal vaguee ye*t it 
was ne'N'eu* in my mind to suggest that a gaze*tti.*d olliceu- should go round ail 
the district and holel lunpi irie -s. W hat I meant to suggest was tlial in e'ach 
district a gaze-tted olliceer, not being a | olna* ollic.er, be de*pute*d lo make* the^se* 
(UHpiirie'S. \\H quite* admit that it is wrong tee make alh*galions without 
giving sjKecitic instance's, but the* ditlicult-y lie*s not onl,\’ vvit-h t he^ pe*ople*. 
Uustic peeoph' aree alwuns afraid to <;oniplain against the* jiolice* or to sa\' that 
thc*y have gi\aTn bribers. Tlu*ree are* othe*r re'asoiis too. na\'ing eeth're* I bribes 
t In^y are' alse) guilty, and, sf^coniihj^ fhey be*-lie*ve that if they give* evidema* 
against the* police the*y wall be hunttMl do\/n by the ])oJice*, and may b * put to 
all Sorts of trouble on diflere*nt occasions. So they do ne»l v(*nture* Income' 
lorwaird. ](e*fercnce has be*e*n madee that the*se allegations liad not beM*n made? 
before We* went to seu' tlie^ District Magistrate*. The Dist rict Magist rat e' saiel 
that he ha<l nevt*r licard of an^' allegation. W e* told him that nobexly liad corner 
because the*y eJareeel not come*. Jdie'y elid ne>t veuiture to comjilain against the^ 
police, and eve*n whe*n a primd jacic case* to piocee^d against thei poli(^;e is made* 
out the pe*(jple do nejt come forward to give <*vidence. Put tliercstill re*mains 
the inijiression that an emquiry by thej l>e*puty Superin te*iid(*nt of Ihelice* or tlie* 
SuperinteiKleiit ejf Ihilice is carried on more* witii a vie*w' to protict the^ poliea* 
than to find out the' guilty. The* impre*ssi<ai is tiicre, and I think there are* 

g'ood gr(3unds fejr the iiiipressioii, that whene'ver any comjilaint is madi' 
against the' police, higher olHcials dej not try to hud tin* trutli about it, but 
that they want to how beest they euin savu^ tlieir sabordiiiatei otheau’S, and 
that is the reason wliy the subordinate pedieo is sej unpopukir with thc}>e*oplc. 
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I am fflad, liovvevc^r, to know that orclern have hoen isRiied to make these 
enqiiiric's and I only su^r|^t*st that tliest* enqiiiri(‘s should Ix^ ludd ])y gazetted 
ofiieers, piadCiahly by the District Magistrate, and 1 see no reason why this 
r(*solution cannot be aec(‘pt6d l)y (loverninent/’ 

Tln^ motion was ))ut and lost. 

At this sta^'t* th(‘ llon'bh* Sik Hknky Whkklki: again took tin* chair. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

r\ii^ 11 on’bh' Mu. AsiiKAh Am Khan (hiAi DHUki in the absimcc^ of tfit‘ 
llon’bl(‘ Mai'LVI Fazi.-cl Hap movtxl the following rc'Solution . — 

This (Jouncil rt‘Coinni(Mnls t-o 1 h(‘ (dovernor in Council that in the case of 
trials arising out, of tlu* lax^cnt d isturbanc(‘s of looting in hdfs and bazai's, the 
(hdVnce of all accast‘d pt‘rsons who ar(^ too poor to dtd’tmd tlnunsidves shall be 
imdm t-akfui by ( j ovcu nnuml . 

11(‘ said 

Sir, it is the custom of tlu^ l>ritish (hantstliat if there is iiolxnly lo 
dehuid an acciiscMlin a i\>lic(* Court , the sympat hetic r) udg(‘ always asks junior 
nxunlxu's of tlx* bar to conx* and dehmd him. Sir, wt^ have got instance's 
that in murdi'i* castes tlx* fludge asks somebody to dtdend tlx* accust'd. |>erha])s 
this is ijc‘nerally dom*. Hut in otht*r cases thert* is no sii(‘h J'ult* as this. In 
hiit-lootiny cas(*s tlx* a(*(*usixl g(‘n(*rally go uixh'ftmdt'd and t lu*}’ have* goix' 
nixl(‘fend(‘d in sonx* (*asrs. In hdt-looting cast's tlx' acc'usxd art* gt*ixu*alJy 
poo]- and they would ix)t, havt* b('C‘n s<‘nt up as at'cnst'd pei-sons if t lx y w(‘rt' 
not p(Kjr. Wdiy is that? Htxeaust' tht*y have not btu'ii abh* tog«‘t away from 
t-lie clutclx'S ol tlx' jiolict', and that, is tlx' rt'ason. As far as 1 liavt' bt't'ii abb* 
to gal her information jxusonally ami from othen-s also, J havt* conx* to this 
conclusion that tlx* rt'al oHendtu-s havt* t^S(eep»*d but thost' who wt'rt' very pool* 
aixl t host' who havt' bt't'ii askt'd by tlx* j)t)liet' to bi'ibt' t hem and have* m)t 
tloix' so havt* only bt*t'n sent up and art* being tritnl by tlx* Ctiurls as aceust'd 
])tu*sons. In Hharatkhali tht‘i-t* wt'ie* soiiu't liing like acenst'd pt*rsons and, 
if 1 am not fai' wrong, sonx* wonxui and childi‘t*n wt'rt* also st‘nt up by tlx* 
police, but I Ix' Hist rict Magistratt* dischargt'ti tlx* wonx'ii and children, and 
t lx*n latt*i* on out of tlx* 9-, four wt*re discharge 1 as t,lx*re was no ('vid(*ix*t* 
against t hem. ( tntof tlx* remaining 88 only HI) ])(‘rst>ns havt* betm acquittt'd 
as there was no evitlt'iice against them. Frt)m th(*st* facts out' can at on(*e see 
tliat tlx* p(K)r [)(*o|)lt', those who aie*, innoct'iit. liave bt't'ii sent up. Tht*reforti 
tlx'rc is no harm in acct*i>ting this propcisal by the* Council that tlx* poor 
peoplt* who have really bt>en sent U[) as ac^cust'd befort* the Courts should lx* 
deft'uded by plt\'idt*rs or by vakils. There is a fet'ling in this (xiunt ry that 
tlx)st* ]xx)plt' who hatl bt'cn brought bt*fore the Courts are rt*ally innoct'iit 
]>t*rsons and it wouhl tlo creilit t o your Cc)vernmt*nt if you show due respect 
to I hi s f(*(*ling. The police know t hat they are safe whalevt'r they may do, 
l)ut if that idt'a grows you cannot, doptuxl upon your police, and I hen whal 
will bt* tlx* statt' of the t'ountry ? With tlx^'St^ words 1 commend this resolu- 
t ion to t he (\>uncil.” 


Tlx* llon’lih' Sir S. P. Sinha said : — 

1 am sorry. Sir, 1 am unable loac'cept this resolution on bella^f of t!x‘ 
(TOV(*rnment . In the first place, I could not do so, because this ^yas a 
matti'r whi(*h vvt* should have to report to the Government of India and 
oiitain their orders before we could pass an order ourselvT^s. The present 
rule is 1 hat it is only in cases of persons accused of murder that theii 
defence is undertaken or rather provided for by Government, and even in 
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tlH38e cas('8 there were until n^etuitly two liinitaiiuns ; first, ihal i In' 
accUKod person? must he unahle to providi* for iheir ({(‘Tenet' t’lu inst^l vt's, a?nl, 
that tlie nature of tlnMlt.'ftuiet' niust he sneh as to imliiet' (‘it hi‘r 
the District Magistrate on the Sivssions to eoneludi^ that the aetust'd 

tuight to have legal assistance provithnl for tln'in. In all otlnn- castes, that is 
cases otln'r than lunrdt'r, ilun-t* is no ])rovision at th(‘ pi't'scnt nionnait hv 
which it is the duty (‘ither of thi' District Magistrate oi- I ln‘ Si^ssions iidge 
t o ])rovid(‘ for i1h‘ h^gal d«d(‘iua' of a<*eus(Ml p(*rsons. It would, t her(‘foi*(', 

!)(' a V('ry wide ext«Misi()n of the {)rinciph‘ now a;>j>h(‘d to murder cases. 
AV(‘ should hardly he justified in ae(‘(‘pting such an (‘Xl(‘nsion in lln-sr 
eases without extending to all (^as(‘s of ae(‘us(‘d persons eliaiged with 
ofiencf's hut unahle to providt' for tln‘ir def<‘iui(‘. I am pii'pared lo 

go to that hmgth if anything nt‘W (‘an he shown whi( h Indieatcs tin^ 
m'Cessily for su(‘h a (ioin*S(‘. namely, t hat wlnme\'(‘r a pei-son (;hai'g(‘d wiih 
an olfenei* is unahh^ to piovidi' a Iawy(‘r for his di‘f(‘n(‘e, ( » oxo'im men i 
should pay for a la vvytn* foi* his delenc*<‘. That is not lln‘ ruh' in t his 
c^mntry. No n(‘e(‘Ssity has heen hdt for such a ruh‘ Speaking loi- mys(‘lf, 
I am unal»h* to sta* wliy in t heS(‘ hn t~J aoting (‘ases, v\ln(*!i art' of an ('xtianm'- 
iy sim])]f‘ natui'e and vvhei'e th(‘ only (|U,‘stion is oiu' of nh'iit i heat. ion, i r., 
whetlu'r tlu' man eharg(‘d <lid or did not lak(‘ part in the lootlmj which 
undouht.(‘dly took j)laee. why in thest' (%as(‘s as distingu ished from all others 
it should Ik‘ lU'cessary for tiovernmeiit to provide^ for tin* (h‘fene(‘ of 
accuised persons. I (h'precale what tlu' Ifiui’hh' Moxu'r said with r(‘gard to 
the feeling in tin* country. Suiady, wheai persons are charged with oUhnecvs 
before tlu' trihunals aj)point<*d hy law, wi* (cannot t.ak(' into aemuint the fac;! 
that t his man or t hat, man or a nuniher of p(‘oj)h‘ — you may call llu'in llu' 
puhlie if you likt' — eonsid(‘i- that th(‘se p(‘rs(uis are innocent. 'That is not the 
function of (Tovernimmt, ; surely it is tlii' <luty of t h(‘ ( h >u rt s t o discharge 
tlumi if 1 ln*y are inno(*(Mit. and it is for that. ])ur|)ose t hat the lrd>unals ha\ *‘ 
been constituted. Ii would he straying from the point, lo consider thf' 
question as to whether t hey art' guilty or not ; that is a niatt,(“r wlnhdi will 
h(' decuded ac(‘ording to the ordinary law hy the trihunal appoinl(*(| for that, 
purpose. I think it. is hardly ndevant and, if I may say so, hrnelly pioper to 
say that t hes(‘ jx'oph' are h(‘lH'V(*<l to he innocamt or that the innocent 
p(‘ople havu* heen placi'd before the (oMirts and tlu' guilt have Ikmui allowe^l 
to es(*ap(‘. It t.<‘nds tocr('at{'a prejudic(‘ against t he tribunal and a prejii- 
dic(‘ in fa\’our of the persons charged Ix'fori' tin* (huirts. It ought not to he 
doiK' in the (h)Un(;i] or in tin' public pru'ss. If I weia* to accept this I’esolu- 
tion it wcaild not he a (|U(‘St.i<ui of any p('cuniary import.ama*, as it would mean 
only, I sup])ose, a few thousand rupee's, and if tlicsc* (.-ases were to ('ontinuf', 
whicli I hoj)(‘ they would not, it might run to a gn'at deal more. IJut, as a 
matter (jf ])rin(*if)le, is theia' anything to distinguish these eases of riot.ing 
and looting \\\)\\\ all otlu'r cases of rioting and looting, so that v\ e should 
juovide; for a lawyer in these cas(*s, though we do not do so in others ? I am 
unable to set' any jioint of distinction hetwi‘(m tln'st' and other cases which 
are constantly before t.lie (h)urts in (‘V(*ry elistmU.. I am therefore unal)le to 
recommend to tin* Ccuuncil the acceptance of this resolution.” 


The Mon’blo Mk. Asiikaf Ali Khan (biAUOHi Ki said : — 

Sir, 1 am ratlier surprised to hear from my Hon’hh' friend Amt the lidt- 
looting caffes are of a simple nature. If tln^y are of a Himj>le nature, 
thcJti why should they be tried by the spi'cial trihunal ? That is tin* first 
poifl^. My friend knows very well that if a case comes hefon^ the sfKicial 
tribunal it lu'cogies nearly as serious as a murder trial and tlu' accus('d 
have got in some cafte^ up to seven years’ rigorous imprisonment. Why 
should not every offence be dealt with in tbi« way? In answer to that 
1 say that this is a matter which has stirred the whole country, nearly 
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Ifcsolutwns. 


[5th Makc h, 


Sir S. 1\ Sinha ; Mr, Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri ; jRai Mohendra 

Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 

all ihf* (lisiricts of lU‘ii^*al, and il would liave dont* al)soIuiely no harm 
to tlio (jov(M*nin<‘!it if 1 ln*y ljn<I only asked sonu' junior j loader to defend the 
aeeuHi‘d in fh(*se cases. Perhai)S tin* junior pleadcu* would have defended 
tlnun withoul any reniunerat ion at all.” 

'rh(‘ llT)n’l)h'i Sii; S. 1\ Siniia said : — “ They are frec^ to do so now.” 


Th(^ 11 on’l)h‘ Mk. Ashhai* Ali Khan (hiAi dih li said : — 

‘‘ If this wert) doin^ th(‘ (Toveninienl would have ht^'ii liked i)y I lie ]M‘oj)le 
more. Thai is all 1 ean say. Sir. if tie* ( 1 ovi'rniniuit of Ihuipil had writtt'ii 
t.o I h(' ffoV(MTi men t of India for permission or ordm* it. would havi' h(*(‘n a 
vm*y easy malt-t*!*, and 1 do not think they wi.uld liavi* ^jom* airainst the wishes 
of t in* (iovernment, of lh‘n^^al. And evt*n if it w(‘rt' dt‘eidt‘d to t ry t-h(‘S(' 
(!ases i^y sp(M‘.ial trihunalsit would have (hue no harm to e-et. soim‘hody to 
defimd th(‘S(^ p(‘ople. I know that, in t.ln* Karanjahat. ease in l>oj;ra t lit* alh‘t^a- 
tions weri' that things worth only Hs. S-i? were* looti'd Irom tin* hat and lor 
that an aeeused ^ot I or 5 year>>. dMiis is what, has ha})})i*iu*d in lhes(* 
hdt-lootiihf eases. W ith all resjieel to my IVnmd 1 should liki' t.o add that 
if still there is time and tie* (ioverninent wouhl mn])loy someluKly in tin' 
district to defend t.h<'S(‘ ]>eo|>h‘ t.ln‘y would t%*irn t he p^ratit mh* of tin' p(H>|)I(‘. 
Let the peojile und(‘rst.and that they sliall lx* (h^'dt with harshly if tln'.y 
are iv^ally I’oiind iriiilty, and h*t t lu'in also underst and t hat t InM i o\ (‘i ninent 
are vi'ry juslto them hy trying' t.o hinl out the innoei'iit from the L^uilty 
peoph*.’* 

The motion was tln'ii ])Ut and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. 12. 

The llon’hle I\AI MaHLNDKA (dllANOKX M I'lTiA lUllAOt i: IJloVetl the 
followini!^ resolut ion : — 

This (x)un(*il recommends to t.he (lovi'imor in (h)un(ul that (lovi'rnment 
dotaki* int.o consideration the revision of the rules under tin* Ik'n^al Muni- 
cipal Act., IHSt, for the election of Municipal Commissiom'rs, now in forc-e 
in inufassal Mumcijialit it‘s in Heneal, wit h a vi(‘w — 

^l) to insert in rule Ldaft.erthe li^ures 57 the words '‘or removed 
iindt‘r s(H*iion 19 ” ; 

(2) to add t.he following in ruh* 11 before tin* word “publish, 

namely : — 

“ The < diairman shall deendt* whether t Ik* rule is duly 
complied with ” ; 
and 

(3) to omit t he words “ and his decision is final ” in rule 29. 


He said : — 

Sir, with refeiauice to the first part of my resolution, I regret to note 
that t here has been an omission to add the following words after the wonls 
‘ or removed under section 19’ but has not obtained the sanction of - the 
Local Government as provided in section 22 of the Act. 1 ask therefore the 
permission of the President to amend this part of iny re’^oliition aecordmgly. 

Rule 13 of t he Election Rules lays down clearly that any person to vote 
under these filial and not disqualified under section 57 of the Act shall be 
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Sir S. 1\ Sinha. 

(jualifiixl to l)(‘ a Comiiiissionor. If any mio rt'ails tliis riih* witliunl 

referonct* to section 22 of the Ael, he is naturally Ifd in iufiu* that a (\un~ 
iiiissioner removed from his olHcu' under seel ion 19 of the Ael shall h(‘ 
eleetiHl. If he is a qualifie<l voter. ritrht of election of a (%)ninnssit>nt‘r is 

a ri^ht t'xei’eist'd hy (jualilitnl vot(‘i*s. The idec-tion is tluua'fore tlu‘ rt*Hiill of 
voting hy qualified vottu’s in fa\ (>iii- ol another (jualiliiMl who is a candi- 

date ior (^unmissioinn’ship. Kuh‘ 12>. as it st,ands at })i*(‘sent, is n(»i a l»ar to 
I ii(^ tdeetion ol a C'oniniissionei* launoved under section 1!) ol’ the Act. 'Tins 
rule does not iiotict' tlu* i>ro\isions of st*etion 22 \vhic*h lays down that a 
t 'oinmissn »ner launoveo undei* st'el ion Hi may lx* (‘h‘el(Hl or re-eh'cled with 
t in' sanet ion ol’ tln^ ]o(\d ( i o\'e!*niiient. 

Willi r(‘fm*enc;(' t.o laile 14 of the Khu^taon Ruh's, ! to point out that, 

supposing; in iht' aj)i)li(‘aMon in Immuii I> tln‘ propos(‘r oi s(*(v>n<Ier is not, a 
qualified voter or s ii pp(\si n^ I hat al 1 the sii ppoi*l t'rs o| a eandnlalt' or a U'w 
of tlieu: art' not tjualified vott'i’s, I lu' ((Ut'stion is whether tin' ('hail man t)l a 
Manieipality is houin.l t.o jiiihlisli tin* naint' t>l l,ln‘ eainlidat-e m f'orm l> whK‘h 
e“(Mit‘rally contains tin' nanit's t)l tin* piojjost'iq sec*oinh'r ainl sii pporl e I's. 
Rt4yinLr njion the* provisions of st'Ction .41 ol thi' (’aleutla Municipal A<‘i-s iSttq. 
whuhi (‘inhodies a similar ruh* ol prota'diirt*, an llon’hh* .Iiidec m the llie-h 
(.h»urt ohsej vt'd m a ease rc'portaxl in 22 Indian Law l\t'])i>rts, ('aleutta J\ 7 17. 
* 1 do Hot t.iiink It IS intended to ht' lanl down hert' that, siipposm^* a pt'irson 
had not suhniitted the nann^ of any api>rov(*r at all, or suhmitt«'d a numlx'r less 
tiian S, or suhimtt,(*d tlnmi within a jx'ricxl less t han Si'va'ii days ht'fore I In* day 
fixed for t lie. tht'cjion, the (hiairman in su(*h a caase would he hound t o aeeejvt 
tin* name of the ]^(‘rson as a eandidat(‘.’ tlustiei* Sah* furtlnu* (*x])laim'd t he 
vi(ovs of tlustic<^' 4'rev(‘lyan in tin* earlu'r east' rt*porta‘d in *19 Indian Law 
Reports, (haleulta, P. J 92, ‘that assuming* tlu'ia' has Ixjeii a siilheient 

fdcir (iompliama* with the cfiiiditioii laid down hy si'ction ‘H, tin* (hiair- 
man has no pow(‘r to go furtli *r and (hdauunim* ({Ueslions afleetang t he stat us 
of pcii*sons claiming to lx* candidates <luly (jualiiiod umh'r tin* A<‘l I have 
vent/Uri'd to suhmit mv suggt'stion t.o tin' (Joun(*il so that ruh* I t he made 
eh'ar. 


Referring to the third part of my r(*.solu tion, I V(uiture to think that tin* 
words ‘ his (h'cision is final should he omittixl from the lOli'ction Ruh* No. 29. 
The Magistrati' <io*s not. decide the disputi*, uinler tht^ jnovisions of th(* 
(k>dc^ of (/riminal Proc«‘dur(‘. He do(*s not i real t he dispu t (* as a (mine. Ilf* is 
meri^ly t(>(h*cid(" it as an arbitrator. As a mat((*r ol fact, his (hxdsion is not, 
a final one. It is g(*nera]]y eont('sted m (h'il ('Oiirt}-. S(‘etion La of tin* 
Bengal Municipal Act. 1H8I, provid(*K tin* authority who shall d(*ci(]e diH[)Ut.es 
u^d(^r the ruh's. If a statute or a I'uh* fiavmg tfie loiax* of law (hxjlari'S a 
demsion of the authority as a final one, and at tin* same time it lays down 
t fiat it may he contt^sted in tin' (fivil ( /ourt s. it st^'ins to nx' to lx* an anomaly. 

With these few words, 1 suhmit, Sir. that my r«*solution h(' a('C(;pt(*d hy 
the Council.” 


The Hon’hle Sir 8 . P. Sinha said : — 

** Sir, I confess that I am somewhat puzzh*d as to why this resolution 
has been brought forward. f am not aw'are of any difficulty having arisen 
by reason of Hie existing rules. Our att<mtion has not certainly be(*n drawn 
to any such difficulties and the amendments pniposed by the Hon’f>le Mover 
are more or less questions of drafting, which if hf? will bring them before iis 
when we are consiciering the amendment of the A(^;t and the rules, I am suiptq 
Would recefve every consideration. But what exac^y it is that he finds 
fault with in the^existing rules and why he wants to change thmn, J confess 
it is not at all clear to me. ** 



292 


liesoluiions. 


[r>TH March* 


Sir S. }^, SiJika, 

'J'o take first oiu^ : the rale as it stands and wliicli he w^nts to 

cliange is this : — 

‘ Any person (]ualihe(l to vote under these rules and not disqualified 
under section 57 sliall lx; qualified to lx; elected a ('oininissioner/ 


My friend wants to add to tliat, that not only niust he not suffer from 
a <1 ib(iualification undtn* stx;tion 57, hut he* must not hav(‘ bt;en I’einoved 
by f^lovernment und(‘r srelion 19. Tliere is a s(;cMoii in the Act wdiicli 
j)rovides that any ])erson so r(‘nioved shall not be capable of lx‘ing elect(;d 
as Clominissicnt;]- unless 1 h" has obtaimxl the consent of tln^ (Tovcnminent ; my 
friend says that a jx rson remov(xl shall not Ix^ (*lected a ( 'oinmissioner, unless 
he has obtairnul the mxisent of tin* ( iovernimmt. but this is in the A(;t now. 

I do not set‘ why he asks tht‘ ( 'oumnl to consubn* this at all. That is with 
regard t-o tin* first portion of the resolution. All the answer that 1 can 
give to my Hon’bb; fri(*nd is that the change wdiieh he* st;eks to intixKiucx* is 
absolut(‘]y uniie(;(;ssary. b(‘ing ])ro\ id(‘d by thf; Act it sell — si'Ction 22. 

'’J'hen v\(‘ may taki* the m'Xt orn*. Kuh* l l which ])rovidt;H that ev(‘rv 
candidate for eh*ction shall send Ins nanu* to tin* (Chairman in writing a 
e,(u*tain niimbea* of days jirevious to the election and his j'ro]>oser and st;con" 
d(;r must subscribe* t.heir namt^s to tin* j)a})«‘r and eight other <*h;ctors besides, 
ddn*!! the rule goes on to say, ‘Tin* Chaiimian shall ])Ul up a list of all candi- 
dates in tin* saiin; form at tin* municipal olfice not h*ss than 15 days before 
t-ln; date of el(*(;tion.’ My friend wants to add to that, that the (diairman 
before publishing that list must (b*(;ide as to wln*tlu‘r the 1‘oi in that has bet*n 
smit in has the nann*s of the proposer and s(‘(‘ondi*r and eight otlnu- nam(;s 
that are re(iuired, and that it has been S(‘nt, in time bt*roi't‘ he inclu(h‘s th(‘m 
in the list to lx* publislnxl. lint surely that is tin* rub* no\v. Tin; Chairman 
shall publish the nam(*s of all ]x;rsons who have sent in t,ln‘ir names in tune, 
but if tin; tinu; is ])ast ainl a man sends Jii his namt* and t hat- ol tln^ secondfu* 
and jirojioser and so forth tin* ('hairman simply jxits it away, and says that *I 
<*annot publish your nann; as you havi* not conn* in turn*.’ Ib' does (h'cide 
inx’i'ssarily as to whether tin* lorm is correiU. ddien ycxi add nothing to the 
rules by saying that he must, decide whether tin* | a] er is in accordanci* w'itli 
form or not. Ht* must dt*ci(b* it before In* ])ublishes t in* list. Tliert* is no 
harm in acc(*pting tin* Hon bh* Membt*r’s propot^al ; but, as a mattei' ol draft- 
ing, I do not think it is m‘Ci;ssary, nor 1 venture to say, with all T*('s])ect to 
tin* llon’ble Meinlx'r, do I S(*(' the necessity of troubling tin* Council about 
such a matter at all. 


Let us tak(* the m‘xt oin* : ‘ The Chairman shall deeide ayid his decisifnt 

is final.' 1 may point out that my friend quott‘S tin* rule (29) wrong]\. Tin* 
words ill tlu* rule are ‘shall be final ’ and noi ‘is final.’ j\ly frii'iid has 
pointed out that it is not final in tin* senst* that you cannot go to the Ci\'il 
(x)urts about it, lx*caiise tln>r(* is a section wdiieli says that although tin* 
^lagistrati* decides on any jiartieular joint, if a man is aggrievt-d In* may go 
tothefdvil Court and coiiii*st tin* decision of the Magistrate ; but all that was 
meant by saying that tin* d(*eision of the IMagistrate shall be final w'as Uiis : 
that tlnu-e shall not be an a]>]>eal to the Commissioner and from the Commis- 
sioner to the Local C ovt*rnment. And so far as the preliminary dispute is 
eoneerned, apart from the Civil Court, you shall not go to any higher authority 
than the Magistrate. There is a section in the Act that it shall not l)c final 
in sncli a sense as to preclude the jurisdiction of the Courts. Mdiat more do 
w’e want ? I can only say that altliougli all tln^Se three amendments arc 
defe(*tivc in some respect^ they are harmless, and. I do not see any necessity 
for any one of them^ aijd I should, as a draftsman, be inclined think that 
the rules, as they at present exist, are hotter drafted than thf'y would be it 
my friend’s suggestions were accepted. 1 would, therefore, suggest that the 



^ 1918 .] 


ResoLutioyits, 


Rat Mahetiflra Ckaiidra Mitra Bahadur. 

Hon’blo Mt^niht'r should nor ])ross this resolution ; hut u luoi wo art' reconsi- 
nltring tlie rules as Avtdl as the Aet, his suggost ions wir h regard t o t lu'St^ 
matters will he attentively and respectfully considenul. ’ 


The Ilon’hle Rai Mahknoka Chandka Mitua Hauaih u saitl : — 

Sii*, I submit that I would not have conie to iIiks ( 'ounc il, had not tlie 
<|uestion come up lor consideration hefort* t he ( h vd (%)nris. 1 do not think 
it is iu‘ce8sary to rtdVn* to eonci-ete cases ; hut I ma\' r(‘lei’ to tin' a iiiendnitnit 
which 1 propos(‘ wltii regaril to nde 14. As a matter of tin* t 'hr.irinaii, 

Milder that rule, is la^ipiired to puhlish tin' names ; hut tais«>s oecurr(‘d in 
which tlie authority of the Chairman was ijuestioned and he v\asaKk<*d to 
publish the list a(*oording to form. It is neca'ssary that the form should 
'Contain the nanu^s of the proposers and st'conders, as wi‘ll as thost^ of eight 
supporters. Sujiposing it is found that the supporters are not. (pialiti<*d \a)t(‘rs ; 
still the Chairman was prt'sstnl to puhlish the notici* in 1^'orm H. If he 
refused to do so. In' was draggl'd into the (>j\'d (a)urts on tin* ground that. In* 
had IK) authority to detude tin*. (]uesl ion whi‘ther the not lee was tn due 
sjompliance with the reipiiri'ment s of the ruh*. As tin* llon’hh' Memht*r in 
c‘lrarge consid(‘rs that it is a harmh^ss rule, I submit, for t he eonsi< h‘ration of 
the Council, that sindi alt (‘rat ions as 1 suggest, vi/,., the addition of a fi*w 
words ‘that tin' Chairman shall decide wln‘tln*r tin* foimi is in (.Itii' munpliain**' 
with thf' rtdes ’ will savi' a lot of tiouhh* after-wards, and that is llii' reason 
Hvhy I liavt' brought this matti'i* to tin* notiet' of tin' (o)uiuul. 


As r(*gards tin* sece.rnd ]iarl of my ri'solution, viz., w}n'l.ln*r a p(*rson win' 
lias bt'i'ii r(‘niovi‘d under tin* lu'ovosions of section 1 of tin' Act shall he 
•elected a Coinmissioni'i' or* not, I'uh* Idol' 1 1n* Rh*(;tion Rides lays down, that ‘ no 
matt<*r wln*tln*r a pt*rsoii who is r*emoV(*,<l under s<*i;tion I!) or* not, he shall la* 
elected a ( 'ommissioin'r*, ])r*ovi<h'd In* is a (pialified \'ot(*r.' Altdrouglr 1 admit 
-t hat 1 In* prov isioiis ol' section are not. referi*ed t,o in riil<* Id, lliat ruh* stands 
hy itself, and as far as the languagi' of tiiat i*nle go(‘s. it, dearly says that ‘ any 
pi'TSoii, wln fln'i* In' has h(*en ri'iiioved or not, shall hi' <‘h‘ete<l a ( ^ 'ininissionei-. ’ 
Hence ilitHeuIly was fidt. 1 therefore sninnit for* the eonsn h*r*ation of the 
4djurieil that if the Ilon’hle Mendn'i* in char*g<' thinks that, this is a harm](‘ss 
’Suggestion, I may ask whether it wouhl he mjmlidons to frame the rule as 
suggested hy nn*. I admit that lh(*rt* is a soetion in the Miinieipal Act 
wiiiidi lays down that a jrerson removed undi*!* tin' jirovisioiis of soetion J 
may he elei'ted or n'-elt*cted ; hut so far as the ruh* is eone'*rm‘(| it, stands hy 
^t«elr. As the rule stands now voters removed undei- h(*ction 111 naturally 
rusli in for i leetii^m. 


Then. Sir, witli regard to the tliird pai*t of tin* i*o^olution, as to the, 
words whether the ih'cision of tin* Magistrate is final or not, J suhmit that 
it is till' suhjeel.-matti*!’ of conti'oversy ni t he mufassai Courts and also m 
the High (^Hirt, and we unih*rstand that not wjthstnnding tin* exju'ossion 
that the, decision of the Magistrate, is final in the ruh* itsrlf, tin* \'i(‘W taken 
wlls that that his d(‘cision was not final. 4’he lloidhh* Memher in char*g<* sa^ s 
tiiat the language of the I’lih* says that it shall he final and draws a distinct ifrii 
botwoea the expressions ' is final ’ and 'shall Ur 'final. My contention is that 
it i^s a matter of controversy whet her those words <io not imply a tlnality of 
deoision. Whore is the ncceHJ;iity of sticking to tdiose words ? in t hat view ot 
‘tlj^e matter, 1 approached the Oouncil for tlie (‘xclusion of tin* words which I 
have alfi^ady mentioned. Ah the lion’ble Member in charge assures nn* 
that thesp si^^^esti^ns will h^ cou^^id('^5d .at the, time when the Act is to he 
'^‘edraffed^ I have no other alternati^qi than to withJiViW the resoliition. ’ 

The Resolution was then, hy leave of th<' President, ^vv^thdrawn. 
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Adjournment. 
The President'. 


[5th March, 1918.J^ 


ADJOURNMENT. 


TllC pREHlDENT Kaid ; — 

• 

“J Iiavi‘ hreii asked l>y !Iis Exeelh^icy the Jh*esideiii to explain tlie 
eircumstaiices iindfo* whieh it has ht'en decided to adjourn the CV)uncil tr> 
tln^ i4lh March. Inuhn* rule oF the Kul(‘S for th(‘ discussion of thi‘ 
Financial Statruneiit it is i-e(juired that tin' (-ouiicil should not nu'ot later 
than tin* F‘Uh, and it was llis Excellency’s intention to have had the next 
nieetiiiLT on the l‘hh. It Was, howe.v(M\ point('d out hy the Hon’hle Maliaraja- 
dhiraja Ihdiadiir of Jhirdwan that the 18th was not a convi'iiient day as 
it l'ollow(‘d a festival winch was o1)S(m*v(h 1 hy fasting hy Hindus. llis 
l^xc(‘lUuicy has, tln'refore, Ix'en pleas(‘d to suspend rule 18 and to ordt'r 
that the ( 'ouncil should stand adjourin'd till the 1 1th.” 

’rin* Council was t ln'ii adjourn(‘d t.o Thursday, the idt.h March. 11)18. 
at 11 A.M. at ( Jov(‘rnni(*nt House, Calcutta. 

A. M. HHdddllSON, 

/SV'r// . / e t/ip < rovf. q1 Brngtd a d 
Sccij. io the Binujdl Legist atw(' tuned 

CAlA'irn'A : 

The 19th March, TJlS. 


3. S. lVt*M---8-4-l9Uir^54lJ— 360~A. B. & oiherr 



Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Jjegidalivc Council assembled under 
the jrrovisions of the Government of Indio Aet,lUI5. 


The (Council mot. in t.lin Coiiiunl (Jliainlx r at («<)\ i rnmoiit IIoiiso, ( !aloutla, 
on Thurnday, tlio llMi Maioli, 19 IS, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

UiN Kx(;olloiu^y thn llon’bli' Lavvkknck Lummoy Hiindas, Kaki. 

or lioNALDSiiAY, (i.T.l.K., (>(Wirn<>r af the Presit/e ncij of port 
Williain in Dcmjal^ prrsidi ng. 

Tlio Hoii’blo Sir Hknry WjtKELKR, k.c .li:., c.s.l, Viro-l*ros{iicut. 

The lloii’blt' Mr. N. 1 ). J^EArsoN JiEEL, c.s.i., c.i.e. 

The lioii’bio Sir Saiyendra I^rasanna Siniia, Kr. 

Tlio lloii’bl© Mu. C. J. Stevenson-Moore, ( .v.o. 

The Hoii’l)le Mr. »I. II. Kerr, ( .s.e, c.i.e. 

Tho llon’ble Mr. J. Donald, c.i.e. 

Tlio Hon’blo Mr. L. S. 8. O’Malley. 

'J'lio JHoii’blo Mr. F. a. a. Covvi.EY. 

'rilO Hon’bh^ Lt.-('oLONEL W. J. IhlCIIANAN, (M.E., I.M.S. 

'J'lio 11 on ’bio Mr. (J. H. 1>omrah. 

Tho lloii’blo Mr. W. (h VVh)RDHVVdRrn. 

The ilon’bh? Mr. C. F. 1'ayne. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. E. D. H, Panton. 

Tho Hon’blo Kai Priya Nath Mukiiarji Pahadur, j.h.o. 

The Hon’ble Sir Kajendra Nath Mookerjee, k. c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sakkar. 

The Hon’blo Mr. J. Mackenzie^ 

The Hoa^ble Mr. W. H. II. Akden-Wood, c.i.e. 


llie Hon’ble Mb. Ahinub Rahkan. 



The Hoii’ble Raja IIkibhikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

The llon’hlc Mu. R. Glen. 

The Uon’ble Rev. Dk. G. 11<.wei.i.h. 

'I’he Hon’ble Mu. Pkovahii Chundeu Mitteu. 

The llon’lde Kumak Smu Shekhaueswau Ray. 

'i'he Hon’ble Baiui Hkojendua Kikhok Ray Chaudhuki. 
'I’he Hon’ble Mu. Auhn Gmandua Sinuha. 

'J'lie Hon’Iile Du. Deha Tuasak Sauhadhikaui, c.i.e. 

The Hou’l’lo Rai Dehendeu Ciiunoeu Giiose liAHADtiu. 
'I’he Hon’ble Kai Radiia Ciiauan Pai. Ramaduu. 

The Hon’ble Mu. P. W. CUuteu, c.i.e. 

'I’he Hon’ble Mu. W. K. Guom. 

'I’he Hon’hle Mu. E. H. Eden. 

'I’he Hoir’ble Mu. E. A. Mautin. 

The Hon’blo Mu. H. R. A. Iuwin. 

'I'he Hou’ltle Du. Ahi>ui,i.a-ae-Mamun Suiiuawaudv. 

'I’he Hon’ble Maiii.vi Audi, Kasem. 

'I’he Hoii’hle Mu. M. Akiiuak Am Khan (hiAUDiiiiui. 
The Hon’ble Madlvi A. K. Eaze-ue-Haq. 

'I’he H on'ble Khan Sahih Aman Aei. 

'I’he Hon’ble Babu Biiabendua (3iiandua Hay. 

'I’he llon’ble Mu. Ai/iae Aei. 

’I’he Honble Hai Sui Nath Ray Bahaduu. 

'I’lie Hon’ble Babh Akhie Ghandua Daita. 

'I'he Hon’ble Rai Mahendka Ghandua Mitra Bahadur. 
'I’lie Hon’ble Bahu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’blo Babu Kisiiori Mohan Chaudhubi. 
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OATH OF allegiance. 


I'he Hon’u\,v. Mu. W. K (’udm 
( / vovvn. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 1. 

Tho follovvii)^r qui'slions wlii(‘h lirul slarrcd wire pul. mul 

aiiHwerod : — 

By tlie Ilon’ble Baiuj Bhabendua CiiANimA Ray : — 

*1 . Will the (h)verninent be i)lease<l to state - 

(/) the nurnlx'r of applications, for grants in-aid for giils’ schools 
in the Presidency and Bnr<lwan Divisions, which have Ixani 
rejected during thc^ currenl oflicial yeiir, and 

(//) the reasons why thc^se ap|)lieations wc're rc‘jec‘ted ^ 


Answer by the IJon’ble Mr O'Mali. ky 

‘‘ (i) Five. 

(c?) The sc’hools in question were lower primary M‘h<K)ls ot* recent 
origin and the policy of the Education Department, in regard to gil ls’ jirimarv 
schools is that no ap{>lication for a departmental grant in aid foi* any 
school is entertained tinless it has exisUMi ,and worked satisfactorily f</r 
not less than a yc^ar In addition to this, the grant in-aid allotmcuit at the 
disposal of the' Inspectress of Schools had b(‘en hypot hec^atCMl for existing 
schools and it was therefore not possible for h(*r U) make any new grants 
in-aid, c'xcejit by withdrawing grants from some of the older scIhmiIs. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

*2. (a) Will the Government hc' ]>leased U> state' — 

(i) whether there is an assistant inspc'ctrc'ss of sch<K>ls for 
zenana work and for Muhammadan educatioir and 

(//) whether her work is limited to zenanas and Muhammadan 
girls’ schools ? 

(b) If the re})ly to (u) be in the negative, are the Governmemt consider 
ing the desirability of direc'ting that the* said assistant inspectress should 
give her whole time to zenana work and to Muhammadan education ? 

(c) If the reply to (n) l>e in the aflirmativc^, will thc' Government lx- 
I>leased to state the exact amount of travelling allowance drawn by the said 
assistant inspectress, as shown in the travelling hills, for visiting other than 
Muhammadan girls’ schools and zenana work ? 

(d) Will the Government be f)lea.sed to state whether it is a fact that the 
officiating inspectress of schools, Presideiu'y and Burdwan Divisions, f)fUm 
takes the said assistant inspoc'tress to Hindu girls’ schools with her? If 

why ? 


( il III Hill 
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{Jmsttons and Ansto^rs 


I 14th March, 


VittitH l»y 

I ll8pCCtrt*HH (if 
Sc1iO(j1k. 


ViaiU by 
IiiapectroHfi of 
Schools to tuotlel 
girls’ schools in 
PresideDcy and 
Burdwaii 
Divisions. 


(e) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
oHiciating inspectress of schools. Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, is often 
accompanied to Hindu girls’ schools by the assistant inspectress in whose 
jurisdiction the school is, the assistant inspectress for zenana work and 
Muhammadan education and the local deputy inspector? If so, what are the 
reasons which make it necessary for the inspectress of schools to be accom- 
panied by all these people on such occasions? 

(/) Will the Government he j)leased to state whether it is a fact that, 
although the officiating inspectress is often accompanied by the assistant 
inspectress for zenana work and Muhammadan education, the latter’s name 
is not mentioned in the visitors lx)oks? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

" (a) (i) Yes. 

Yes, but occasionally she visits other schools under special orders. 
(h) The Ilon’ble Member is referred to the n'ply already given. 

(r) The amount in the year 1916-17 was Rs. 42. 

(d) No. It has occasionally haj)peTK^d that when the officiating 
inspectress and the assistant inspectress visit zenana agcmeies and inaktabs 
together, the oHieiating inspt^etress has takim tlu' opportunity of visiting a 
Hindu school (uther in the same place or on the way. and that the assistant 
inspectress has been present while the officiating insp(^ctress inspected the 
school. 

{c) The officiating inspectress often asks the assistant inspectress to 
accornjiany her to schools within the latter’s jurisdiction. It is a common 
practice for subordinat/C officers to be present at the insjx'ctions of superior 
offic(‘rs. When the schools are situated in out-of-the-way ]>lact's, which hav(‘ 
to 1)0 reached by a long bullock cart journey or by boat, a deputy inspector 
frequently (escorts those ladies. The jiresenci^ of an officer of this class ludps 
to protect them from risk of molestation and insult. 

(/) In view of the reply to paragraph {(f) of this qiu'stion, no sc'paraU^ 
reply on this point seems necessary.” 


By the Hon Tile Babu Biiabf.ndka Chandra Ray : — 

*3. Will the Government be jileased tx) state how many girls’ schools, 
within the road distance of 10 to 20 miles from a railway station or a 
halting place, have been visited by the Officiating Inspectress of Schcxils 
Presidency and Burdwan Divisions ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 


” Twenty within the last twelve months.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

*4. Will the Government be pleased to state the names of the mod(d 
girls’ schools which have not been visiU^d by the Officiating Inspectress of 
Schools, Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, since her apjiointment as such, 
and the reasons why they have not been so visited? 



1918.3 Questionfi ifjht A7ifiWt‘r.<. 

Answer by the Hoii’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 
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“ 'I'he scliools in quest ion are — 

(1) the Sheakliala MoJc'l Girls’ School in tin* ilistrici of Hoo ^rhl.V ; 

(2) tlie Kantaldah Mcxlel Girls' School in l.hc dislric?t of llowjali ; ainl 

(3) th (3 Paraj Mtxlol Girls’ S<9iool in tin* (lislrii*t of Ibinl wan. 

Schools of this chiss being primary sclunds tin* Assistant lns}H*(*tri‘sst‘s 

are directly resjx^nsible for their inspection, and it is not lUHossary for tin* 
Inspectress to visit all t In'in. It. is not, tlnn'efon*, possible to assijj^^n any 
particulars r(*ason for the OHiciating Inspt‘(itress not visiting llnst* ihroo 
schools.” 


By the JJon’ble Rai Kadha Giiauan 1'al Baitaduu : — 


{(i) Will the Government be pleased to state since win*]! one Jyotish n,,. 
C’handra Ghosh has been in confinement and where he is at present conlincd '' JNotisi. 

(b) Will the Government he pleased to make a statement as to the present 
state of his tx>dily and mental health, and to lay on the tahh* a copy of the 
detailed medical report of his present health, as also a copy of his contiiuioiis 
medical! history sheet since lu* has been placed under nK‘<iical olisi*rval ion / 

(c) For what period or periods has he heiai kept c'onlined in a sciliUiry 
cell since his arrest in January, 1917 ? 

{(J) What was his weight at or about the* time of his arrest in Janii 
ary, 1917 ? What is his luesent weight? 

(e) Have the Government any proposal before tliem to removt* him to 
Galcuita or to some other place where tlie l>est nu clical aid is acailablt* ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. Kerr : — 

‘ {(t) The llon’blc Member is leferred to the answer givi*n to uiistarre<l 
question JSo. LXVIIl at the meeting of Gouncil held on tiu* 22n(J 
January, 1918. 

{(j) Th(* llon’ble Member is referred to the answer given P) un.siarrcd 
cjueXion iSio. LXIX at the meeting of Gouncil li(*ld on the 22n(l January, I9ls 
Government are not prepared to lay the medical rej>ort or continuous lustoi y 
sheet on the table and this course would in any case require* the s^inction of 
the Government of India. 

(c) The llon’ble Member is referrt?d to the* answer giv(*n to unstarred 
question No. LXXl at the meeting of Gouncil held on the 22nd January, 191^. 

(d) His present weight is 119 pounds; his weight on admi^^sion Uj the 
Kajshahi Jail on 4th February, 1917 was 154 pounds. 

(e) The mother of Jyotish Ghosh has petitioned that he should be 
removed to a Calcutta Hospital, but Gov(3rnmeiit is advised that sjncially 
trained nuiidng and attendance is c'sseuitial to liis re*e<>vcry, and that this can 
Ix'st be [)rovided in the Lunatic Asylum at Berhamporc where he*, now is.” 

The answers to the following iuiHtarn;d qiiesl.iuns were laid on tin* 
table : — 

By the Hon’ble Rai Maiiendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

I. Will tlic Government be pleased to lay on the table a C(>py of the Diimu; i* 
following papers in connection witli the question regarding the remedial 
measures to be taken with a view to lessening the damage by floods in tlie 
Burdwan, llooghly, Howrah and Midnapore districts : — 

(1) Annual reports on the state of the crops in the inunelaUul are*a 

during the last 20 ye<irs, 

(2) Notes of the Inspector-General of Irrigation. daU‘d the 27th and 

28th January, 1913, and 30th January, 1914, 
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(3) Flood report of 1913 and the Superintending Engineer’s (South- 

Western Circle) note No. 7402, dated the l7th December, 1913, 

(4) Previous flood reports of the Coesye and Northern Drainage and 

Embankment Divisions for the last ten years, 

(5) Mr. Horn’s note on the remedial measures to be adopted to 

mitigate the extent of damage caueed by the Damodar flootls, 
dated the 21st February, 1902, and the orders of Government 
on Mr. Horn’s report, 

((5) Final orders of Government regarding the construction of a weir 
across the Begua Breach, 

(7) Mr. Horn’s note on the Ghatal floods, 

(8) The Midnapore Embankment Committee’s report of 1878 (pi’o 

ceedings for January, 1879, Nos 19 — 33). 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley ; — 


“ (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) Copies of the papers have been laid on the 
library table. 

(6) There were no final orders of Government on tlie question of the 
conslruc.lion of a weir across the Begua Breach. The whole question wan 
(lropp(*d after the inspection of the Inspector-General of Irrigation on the 
28th of January, 1913. In this (;onnectu)n llie Hon’ble Member is referred 
to the Resolution moved by the Hon’Ide Dr. I leva Prasad Sarb.idhikari at 
the meeting of the Bengal I.,egislative Council, which was held on the I3tli 
<.f March, 1913, and to the Ilon’ble Mr. Lyon’s speech in reply tliereto. 

(7) and (8) Copies of the jtapers have been laid on the library table.” 


Ily the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ai.i : — 

1 1. (a) Arc the Government aw'are that the number of Muhammadan 

employd'i in the Forest Department, in the Bengal Presidency, are exmsider- 
ably Ic.ss than those in other Provinces? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of apjiointing 
Vlubammadans in that Depaitment in the same projMu l.ion as in the ( ase ol 
a |)pointments made in other Departments of this Government ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 


“ {(i) It is understxxxl that the Hon’ble Memlier refers to ministerial 
oHicers, foresters and forest guards. This Government has no information 
regarding the number of Muhammadans appointeil to these posts in other 
jirovinces. 

In Bengal the number of Muhammadans employed in these (Opacities is 
as follows : — 


MuiiuiiinmtlutiH. Non-Mnlitini 

(1) Ministerial olfieers ... ... 4 

(2) Foresters ... ... ^ 

(II) Forest guards ... ... 29 

(b) The general orders issued by the Government of Bengal as regards 
ministerial officers prescribe a standard of 1/3 Muhammadans m the districts 
in which there are Government forests other than Darjeeling. These orders 
apply to forest estiiblishments. No special orders have been issued regarding 
the appointment of Muhammadans to the posts of forester and forest guard, 
but the Conservator has reported that measures have been taken to increase 
the number of Muhammadans, and Government do not consider it necessary 
to prescrilve a specific proportion of Muhammadans for these posts.” 


iiiatiuiiH, 

36 

lU 

307 



1918. J Questions and Answem, M){ 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem : — 

III. Is it a fact that the Chairman of the Fandpur District Biwird 

submitted an opinion on l^ehalf of the Board to (iovermnent, without lavirtc: 
the same before the members of the Board at a meeting and t!iat he pliieed 
it before them after it was submitted ? 

(b) Is it a fact, that when Babu Kristo Das Roy, a, nuuuber ol the 
Board, protested against the procedure of submitting opinions by the Chair 
man without consulting the Board, he was ruled out of order ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Ma^-ley : — 


“ (a) The l(‘ttc'.r of the l^egislative SeiTetary asking for th(‘ (Opinion of 
th(‘ District Boarci on the Bill for the prevention of smokirig by jnvi niles was 
received in the District Board office on or about IGth Di‘cem!)er, 1917. \Nith 
instructions that theo})inion of the Board should 1>(‘ submitted by 51 h .l/iiiuarv, 
1918. The District Board office was clcxsed from 28rd Dceember to 1st 
.lanuary, while the Bo»ard’s iravtings leing held on the first Saturday of tlu' 
month, there was no meeting due till .5th January. In tlK\se circumstaneevs, 
the Chairman obUiined an opinion from a prominent non-ofiieial miMuber of 
the Board, which he submitted on Ixdialf of tfie Bo€ard. This ()[>inion was 
subsequeJitly laid before the Board and was approvi‘<l by it witli oiu* (‘xec'pt ion 
regarding a fK>int of detail. 

(b) Whem the opinion was laid before the Bo«ard, Babu Kiisb> Das Roy 
expresst^d disa,pj>r()val of the action takcui and proposc'd moving a rcsolu 
tion to that clTect. He was informed that in that case* he would In* rul(‘d out 
of order.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

IV. (a) Has the atUuition of the (iovernnu'iit Ixun drawii t-o tlic 
Opinion that has l)ecn expressed that the amendment of Article 459 <^f th<‘ 
C^’ivil Service Regulations, which governs the retiienuait of ( ioverrifia nl 
officers at the age of 55 years, will work gre^at hardship upon those ill paid 
members of the Subordinate Educational Service who will hav(‘ U) retire* 
under the anamded rule within a year or two? 

(b) Are thi! Government considering the desirability of issuing instrue 
tions to the authorities concerned that in the case* of tfiose mcunlu rs of the 
said servicx^ who are due to retire within a yt*ar or two, it may Ik* held that 
their causes constitute; unquestionable public grounds within the* meaning of 
the amended rule, and that the discretkm vested in the afor(‘mentioned 
authorities may exercised in favour of these officers? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) No. 

(&) No. In the case of each officx;r it will be considered wdicth(;r there 
are special reasons justifying his retention in sc*rvico.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

V. (a) Will the Government !x? pleased to state what action has 
been taken, and what action is now being taken, to give cffex;t to the 
resolution about the Gumti embankment acceptc;d by the Government at the 
meeting of this Council in January, 1917? 

(6) Has any scheme been finally decided upon in connection with the 
embanKment ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ («) In February 1917 the Commissioner of the Chittagoi^ Division 
was requested to ascertain and to report for the information of G^overnment 
wliether llis Highness the Ra ja of Hill Tippera was willing to have a modifi- 
cation of the agreement of 187H, so that in future Government may undertake 
direct resj)onsibility for the embankments which have hitherto been 
maintained by him. 

A reply was forwarded by the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division 
in June 1917 with the report that His Highness the Raja of Hill Tippera had 
no objection to accepting the suggestion that Government may undertake 
dire(!t responsibility for the Gumti embankments in future, and that he 
offered to exjntribute a reasonable })ortion of the expenditure for the under- 
taking. On the 9th of Novomlx;r, 1917, the Commissioner of the Chittagong 
Division was requested to instruet the Collector of Ti))pera to take action 
under section 7 (7) of the Bengal Embankment Act, 1882 (Ben. Act II of 
18*s2), with respect to the emb-inkment ; on either side of the Gumti river 
within the e.state of the Kaja of Hill Tippera. The report of the Commis 
sioner under section 12 of the Act is awaited 
{h) No,” 


By the Hon’ble Baiui Bhahendra Chandra Ray : — 

VI. Will the Government Ik- jdeased to mak(‘ a statement for the 
last 10 yt'ars, showing, year by year — 

(a) the amounts spent by (iach individual District Board on — 

(f) primary education ; 

(b) secondary education ; and 
{hi) other educational objects ; 

(b) the |)roj)ortion which each of tliese figures represents of the total 

actual receipts and of the total actual expenditure of each 
])articular year? 

Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. O’Mali. ry : — 

" Statistics <»f the exi)endit.urc incurred by each District Board on second 
aty education and other educational objects during each of the Um years and 
on primary education during the years 1907-08 to 1914-15 are not available 
Tfte information desired by the Hon’Ue Member in regard to primary edu- 
cation can be obtained for the ye.{irs 1915-10 and 1910-17 from column 17 of 
Appindix C, cMilumn 83 of Form 11 and column 108 of Form 111 of the annual 
resolutions reviewing the reports on the working of the District Boards in 
Bengal for those years. 

By the Ilon’ble Baiut Biiabendra Chandra Ray ; — 

Vll. Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving the 
names of such Europ(;an officers of the Department of Education as have 
Ixien employed on inspection work during the last five years, showing — 

{>) their experience of similar work, or of the working of schools in 
Europe or India, previous to such employment; 

(//) their length of service in India prior to such emiiloyment; and 
{hi) whether they had acquired proficiency in the vernacular, either 
before or after such employment? 

Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ A statement’* is laid on the table.” 


• Vide Appendix A. 



1918.] Que/itin7is fifhi Anstrfrti. .HO:^ 

By the Ilon’ble Baiht Bhabknhrx Cimndka Ray 

VIII. (a) Have the (iovernineiit lat^ely reneived a petition front the i.y h 

tnother of State prisoner Jovtish Chandra (Ihosh for t raninnission U> the 
(Jovernor-tieneral in Counein 

(b) If so, lias tlu^ petition In'en btrwarded ^ If so, ^^lu'n ^ 

(r) Ilav(' the Governnu'nt made an irKjjuiry into tlu' tiiitli (»r ot liervvist* 
of tlie statements contained tlunvin ? 

((/) Will tli<^ (knernment Ik^ pleased t-o lay on 1h<‘ tal)lt‘ t}i(‘ rt'ports mad(' 
from time to time by the oilicial visitor or vislt<vrs in rei^ard to dyotisli 
Chandra ( Jhosli, diirinij: the last twedve months 


Answer by the Jlim'bk' Mn. Kkhh : — 

“ (<^/), (b) and (r) A petition fntm ilu' mothm* of tli<‘ St;i;1e prisoiK i' 
Jyotish (ihosh was forwarded to tln^ (Jovtanment of Imlia on the!2(>th V'eh 
ruaTy 1918. No special inquiry was made re^ardint^ tlu' statenuMits in tin* 
petilion. 

{(/) The Hon’ble Mtanber is ref(‘rred to the anv;wt‘r ^nv<‘n to (pu^stioii 
No. 11 (iinstarred) asked by him at the meeting; of this (\)iincil held on th(‘ 
19th February 1918/' 


llv the Hon’hle Baiic Bhaju<:ni)HA Ciianukv Ray : 

IX. {(f) With rt‘f(‘renc(' to the statcanent made in i\‘ply to a qii(‘st’on Ti.. ii.vviun 
of mine at the ntHdin^r, dated the 19th February, 1918, iv^midin^- the < Mnmfo.. 

of i1h‘ R<»wlatt Committee’s inquiry and th(' t^xamination of indiMdual castes, 
lias th(' atUmtion of (io\ernmcnt been drawn to I ht^ icply to (jm^stion No 
at. I he Uieiding of du* Imperial L('jjjislativ(' Council on tbi' tUh fehrnarv’ 
la<t, in which it has he('n stated that tin' CommiltiM' is al< full lihtutv to 
exaniiiie tlui vt‘(*oi‘ds of imlividual ca^^s ^ 

(/>) Is it a fact that only pa])ers of certain individu al cast‘^ f leeted by 
( C)VtMn nient have Ikhui pla(*ed befor<‘ the C'onimitt<‘(C 


An* over bv' t he I lon’ble Mu Ki'HR - — 

“ (c) Goverummit has seen tlie i(‘ply t<» the <jU(‘sti(»n r(*l(‘rrc(i to. 
(b) It is not a fact. 


Hy (he Hon’ble Rai Radua (diAUAN Pal Rauaix r - 


X. {(f) Is it a fact that the father oi Mohini Mohan Sa, manta, a 
(ietiiiu und(‘r the Defence tif India ((’riminal Law Amendment) Act, sub 
mitted a ie})rcsenUition to the Secretary, (joviMument oj Bono;d I oliocal 
Department.di the 4th February last prayiiifr for the ininoval oi his son to 
a healthy place on the ground (hat hi> son was in a bad stat(‘ oi h(‘altli 
{b) What >teps have b.een taken with referenda to th(‘ said repre^enta 
lion ? 
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(r) lias any rcjily been given ? 

(d) If so, when was the leply eonirnmnealed to ttie parly' 


-Answer by the Hon’ble Mr Kerr : — 

“ No such petition dated the 4t.b iM-bruary. 191H, has la-en rec:eive<l from 
the father of Mohini Mohan Samanta.” 



(.^urstiom and Annwpra. 


LI 4th March, 
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Act. 
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By tlj(‘ Hoii’bl(‘ Rai Radha Charan Pal TUtfadur : — 

XI. (^/) IJf w many })rrs(>iis havi* bem am; ted under the Defence of 
India ((Criminal Law Amendnumt) Act during the months of January and 
February, 1 91H ? 

(h) What are their names and places of residence and where were they 
arrested ? 

(r) What are the charges against them? 

((/) What is the procedun^ followed in each case to enable the arrested 
persons to f)roper]y defend themselves l)efore the authorities consider the 
chaiges against tliern and i)ass the order of intorninent? 

(e) What is the total number of interned {tersons up to date? 

(/) Wliat is th(^ num})er of |)ers<>ns who have l>een released from Janu- 
ary, 1917, to th(' end of February, 1918, and the number of persons in res})ect 
of whom relaxation or concessions luave Ik^cu granted ? 

((jf) Will the (Government be pleased io state what itdaxations or con- 
(‘pssions have hecui givcai Jii eacli (‘ase? 


AiK^wer by th(‘ Ilon'bh' Mu. Kerr • — 

“ (a) 50 peusons have becai arrest(‘d during January, and February, 1918, 
including (i [xu’sons wlio were sent U) Bengal from other provincFss. 

(b) and (r) CJovc'rnuK'nt do not consider it desirable to ])ublish the details 
suggested or the cliai’gx's against (‘ach person. 

(d) The arresU'd pei‘sons are (wa.niined as to the fact-s alh'ged against 
them; charges ai’e |>iit to them in writing and their a,nsw(‘i*s takem, and they 
are invited to sul)niit to (bwernment any written statcTTient they may desire 

{(’) The total nuinbeT’ of persons against whom ordtu's of interiirnerit have 
been passed up to dat(' since' the rules came into force is 1,098. 

(/) and {(/) 177 jausons liave Ikh'U r(d(‘.as(‘d from restrictions between the 
1st .lanuary, 1917, to the ('iid of February, 1918; and 74 persons who were 
inteined away from their houK's ha\(‘ Ikh'Ti allowed to live at home* since ^he 
1st Augusl, nn7, no sej)aratc records of transfers from foreign to home 
domicile were k(‘|>t befoi'e that daU*/’ 


By the Hon’ble Rat Radua Ltiaran Pal TiAUADUR : — 

XII. Is it a fact that an old man of about sixty, Sareda Charan 

Moitra, was arrested at Benares in September last under the Defence of 
India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act, and interned at Alfadanga, in the 
dessort^ district, wdicre he died of fever on the 30th November la^st? 

{b) Js it a fact that a relation of his jdcaded for bis detention in a 
li(\}lthier })lace and that the oHicer concerned agreed to grant this prayer? 


\nsv\er by the IJoiiTlc Mr. Kekr ; — 

(u) Saroda Charan Moitr.i was arrested in Benares and was sent to 
Lcngal l>y the United Provinces (iovernment. lie was interned at Alfadanga 
ly orders dated (5th ()clol)er, 1917, and died of fever on the 30th November, 
1917. 

(/>) There iis no rea^rd of this.’’ 



1918.] Questions and A7iswcrs. H()'> 

By the Hon'ble Babu Brojkndra Ktshok R w rHArr>Hr^Ri 

Xlll. {(i) Are any officers who aro serving: uiidt^r the (V^irt of Ward., 
permitted to acce[)t additional work nnd<'r i>] ivati' letois 

(h) If so, what are the usual ei!vninstaiu‘e> and conditions under which 
they are allowed to do so? 

(r) Will the Government he pleased U\ tlie nanu‘s of all otTic^ei’s 

who have been so permittcMl, together with tht‘ terms ami conditions of such 
permission, in each case? 

Answer by the llon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

‘‘ (<7) Yes, in some exee})tional cases. 

(h) Where the collec‘tions are joint and joint, nia naLUMiient is to the* mutual 
advantiige of the Court of Wards and the' piavate propriet(Us 

(r) The only oflieers who have becai so peiauittcMl arc' t'oloiud Ibaldint;, 
who manages the Trust ))roj)ertit‘s of tlu' ])ac*ca \a\\al)’s Instate. Mr Mcvtvr, 
who manages the j)orti()n of the Shaistabad Kstatc^ known as Aila f'nljliiiri, 
and Mr. Johnson, who manages the ten annas portion oi' the Malhiirapnr 
Estate. Jn these eases the ju'rmission has not Immui rc'sl rictc'd hy any spetdal 
terms or conditions.” 

By the Hon’ble Bi{oji;ni)R\ Kisinu? ITw ('h\i lun im 

XIV (o) Did the Government reunve, some time' last y(*ai‘, a 
memorial from the' Seicre'tary, Hindu Itndow nient (’ommille'c, ( ’hit t agony,, 
praying for tl](‘ prote'ction oi' Hindu pilgrims at Mr/</ times and of tiuM!’ 
interests at Sitakunda ? 

(b) If so, will the Govc'rnment be' ple'ased \o state' what action has he'eui 
taken thereon ? 

Answei* by the* Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

A co[)y of letter No. Jd 2 , dated the iHth Id'luiuuy, Mils, to the' ( ommis 
sioiicT, (Jiittagoiin- Division'^, is laid 011 l.ho tal'h* 

By the Hon'bJc' Baiui Broji<:ni)Ha Klsiior Ray Ciiai oiirin 

XV. (o) Will the Governmemt Ix' plc'asc'd to make' a stat^'fne'nt 
showing, for each of the last t('n years, the numbe?’ ed* a p[>oint.m('nts that have 
lK>>en given to injjabitants of the District <vf Mymc'nsingh in thc' Suhord i na t c, 
tludicial and Exc'cutivc' Sc'rvicc's? 

(b) Are there any rules which re'ejuirc' that in the* (list ri hut kmi of such 
a.p[)c)intments the hf>me districts of the c‘andidal.cs should he^ take'U irito 
c'onsi deration ? 

(c) Will the Government be j)]eNas(‘d U) lay on the' tabic a. <‘0|)y of such 
rules, if any? 

Answer by the Iloirble Mr. Kerr : — 

(a) A statement t is laid on the labh'. 

(b) and (c) As regards the Judicial Seivie^', no sndi rules as an' red erred 
to by the llon’ble Mernljer (exist, but, as ;; ^natter ol prac'tice. in making 
appointments, the home districts <d’ the candidat.^ s an' taken into considera 
tion. 

As regards the Executive Service', th^‘ Hori idf* Membe'r is relerred to 
rules 11 and 3 of thc R/'vised Rulers for the reciaiitment of the Exex'utiv- 
Branch of the Provincial Civil Service and tlie Subordinate' Civil Servic( , 
respectively. The best candidate of the di\ision is taken, irrespediva rf the 
<Iistrict he comes from. Copies of these ruh's an' laid on the table.’’ 

^ Vide Apperiflix I’* 
f ri<i<!”ApjM*n‘li.x ( 
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Questions and Answers. [l Ith Makch, 

By the Ilon’ble Bahtt Bhojendha KiSTfOR Ray Ciiaudhuri : — 

XVI. Is it a fact that portions of Revenue Survey Mati-^as in z(Mnin- 
(laries in Myrnensin^h, in river beds, are goin^ to be resumed by the Govern- 
ment as Dnira Iniids? 

Answer by the IJoiDde Mr. Kkrr : — 

Yes, when sueh lands have not already been assessed to Government 
revenue/’ 

I^y the lIon'bl(‘ Baru Brojkndka Kisiiok Rav Ghaudtittri ; — 

XVII What has l>een the ratio of progress of education among — 
(/) lli(‘ sul>-<*ast(‘s of Hindu sncicR.y, and 

(if) the Muhammadans for each of the last seven years in the Dacca 
Division ? 


Answ(‘r by tlie Jlon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ A si.at.ninon I * showing lh(‘ progrrss of (Mlm^alion among liralimans and 
Dindu non-BT’alimans, as v\ell as among Muhammadans, foi* the last live years 
IS laid on tlie table: figures for the two preceding \ears are not available. 
Statistics showing th(‘ numb(‘r of [)upils be]f)nging to different castes (othei’ 
tlian Brahman) or to dilTeretit sub-(‘astes are not cf>m|)iled and cannot there- 
fore be supi)lied.” 

By the Ilon’blc Baru Brojendra Kishor Ray Gttattdhurt : — 

X\dII. Will the ( Jov(*rnnu‘nt be pleased to sbate whether any particular 
policy of ediic^ition has beeTi adopted in tegard to the ar(isaiu> of the 
Pn'sidcncy ? 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr O'Malley : — 

“ It is not the |)oli(‘y f)f Government t/o make spc'cial ]>ro\ision for tho 
education of difl’erent functional (*astes or classc^s. TIu' artisan classes have 
the same faciliti(‘s for (‘ducat ion as (^ther sect ions of the community.” 

By the Ilon’blc Baru Brojendra Kishor Ray Giiattditttri ; — 

XIX. Are the Government in a position to make a siaUunent show- 
ing for tlie last seven years the progn'ss of education among the Nainasudra^- 
of the Presidency ? . 

Answer by the Ilon'ble Mr O’Malley : — 

“Figures are only available for the year lhl(5-17, when 41,100 
.Xainasinlras boys and 5,17^1 girls) were under instruction. Of thes(‘, 

100 boys were reading in colleg(‘s, 1,4K0 boys were in the high schfx)l stag(‘, 

1 ,000 Iniys were in the middle school stage and ri2,t)87 boys and 5,138 girls wen' 
in tlu' jH'imary scIkh)! stage. The rest were reading in special and indigenous 
sc'hools.” 

lly the Hon’ble Barit Brojendra Kishor Ray (hiAUDHORi : — 

XX. Will the Government be pleased to make a general staUuneid 
showing — 

(i) the number, and 

(ii) the moral and material progress of Hindu carpenters, blacksmith^. 

weavers and potters in the Presidency as they stand at 
present ? 


Appendix D. 



1918.] Questions and Answers. :\{)7 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mallkv : — 

“ (?) Governmeiit are not prepared to undertake a s|hh ial eensus oi‘ tlie 
artisan classes referred to in tlie question. Tlu' lloiThlt' Mt ininn’ is 
to Table XV-D of the Bengal Census Keport for 1911, Tart II (I'ahU's). 

(r/) Government regiet tliat they havcMiot suirK ient inlorniat iivn t(»(*nal>](' 
them to make a general statement of this kind." 

By the Hon'ble B.mut Bhojendka Kisuor Ray Cuai nm in : — 

XXI. Will the Government be pleased to make a slatemeiii showing, 
rlistriet by district, details of idvers, watiu'ways ami khals whiele in llii' 
interests of 'Sanitation, internal connminic.ii ti(>n ;md tiade, n(‘od inmifdiair 
iittention and improvement '? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley — 

“ It is not pO';sible in \ iew of the geogni phica I n;iturt‘ of this |)i*o 
viiue, for this Government to givt* ii complt‘tt‘ iuid iic(*uriit(‘ ]’(q>l\ to this (jmvs 
tion witliout a Lpemab long and costly iiujuiry. 

Jni})roveini‘nts iire niiim* in dilTment pliices from linn* to tinu‘, as impin' 
fections are brought to notice iind ;ls th(‘ runds iiviiilidih* pcnmiit 

Tlie primary object of ( lOA'in-nnnnit in the miiintinianci^ of ri\ (‘rs, water 
ways and khiils is to afford the most dir(‘cl iind s;ife m(‘iiris of intiniiiil com 
municxation for purposes of iradir It follows that, wlune such rixins, watm 
wmys and khals nVc (‘fhcicnitly imi int;iin<‘d tin* intm'tvsts ol siuiitiition ;it 
the same time safeguarded. ” 

By thellon'bk' Bauu Bhojia’dra Kisiion IJan Cuai Dinnn . - 

XXII. Will th('. ( lovernmcnt. be ploasin! to stati' whiit portion of lh<“ 
District Board money Ims becni spent in the impi-ovcniunit of siltml up rions 
and chok(‘d up kinds in tln‘ Daccii iind Riijshahi Divisions, dniing 1917'' 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

‘‘ A stal-mnent* is liild on flu* l,id>h*." 

By the Hoidble Barit Bhojknoua Kishor ]{av CiiArDin ri : 

XXjII. Will the (Government b<‘ |>l(‘'iis(Ml to nndo^ ;i stat.mnmjl showing 
the totcil numlx'r of rent, suits instituted in tin* Courts of the differmit 
districts of the Dacca Division in (‘iich of the hist live ycins '' 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

A stiitement t for tin* years I9I.‘» — I!Mh is laul on the l.ahlo ; lignrrs lot 
1917 are not available at present.” 

By the Hon’ble Bajut Brojendra Kishor Ray Chai inn ri : - 

XXIV. (a) Is it a fact that, whd(‘ sports are idlowed in the Eden 
Gardens on Sundays, they are prohibit(*d on Sumhiys on th(‘ Maidiin ? 

(d) If so, will the Governrmmt lx* pleasi'd to cxfihn'n tliis diffcu'tmce? 

(r) Are the Government aware that such prohibition of sports on 
Sundays on the Maidan })revents a large number of Govei nrnmit employes 
and others from indulging in sports altogetlier? 


Af>{M inlix E. 
f Vide A}if>cij(iix E. 
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»^()8 Questions and Arisfvers. [l lni March 

Answer by the IJon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) and {h) A copy of the form of “ permit for recreation ground oi 
the Cullen tta Mai dan ” has })een plac;ed on the li})rary ta))le. The use of tin 
f.,nound on Sundays is governed by Rule TV of the ])erTnit. Pern its in thij 
fornj have been issued to all clubs concerned with the exception of the CalcutU 
(’ricket (dub, whieli was using its ground with the consent of Governmeiii 
bef ore the system of formal permits was introduced. 

{(•) No : there are many holidays apart from Sundays.'’ 

13y the TTon’ble Baiuj ITrojendka Ktsitor Ray CHAUDiirRT : — 

XNV. (^/) Is there any proposal befon'. the Government for the re 
moval of the Dacca School of Engint^ering to a new sit(‘ ? 

(/>) If so, will tht' (Government be ))leased to explain any scheme that maj 
fiave f)een drawn up in that connec^tion ? 

Answer by the llon’ble Mr. O’Mam.ey : — 

“(r/) and {h) Tht‘ Hon’ble Mmnl)er is lefcrred to paragraph 4 of Ghaptei 
XX of the Rc'port of the Dacca University Gommission, from which he wil 
obser\(‘ that- the removal of 1 fie Dacca School f)f Ivngineering from its j>r(\st‘n1 
site was roccHnnKmdcM] in connection with tlie Dac(*a University scheme. That 
scl)em(‘ is in abeyance pemding th(' r(H!(n’[)t of Ifie repoit of the ralcutt;i 
Univ(‘T‘sity (k>mmission ddiere is no fitlu^r proposal Ix'foi’t' Go\c‘rnnient foi 
the r(mioval of the scfiool.” 

By tti(' llon’bh' Baiui Buo.iendra Kishok J{a\ (diM dui ri 

XXVI. Is it a fact tfiat the free supjdy of the ( '(ih^utla (Ur^ctic to c'ertaii 
neuspapi'rs fias beem stojiped by a i-ecent ord('i’ ? 

Afiswer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

^ t‘s. It was found that tlu' system of free su])ply in sonu^ instanciv^ 
had aris('n in somewhat haphazard fasliion, and on no veuy consistent 
princi])l(\ It was thcivfore decided to discontinue it,.” 

By the Jlon’bk' Batuj Brojendra Kisuor Ray UnATiiuiT iu : — 

X X \’ 1 1 {(i) Will the Government \)v pleased to stati' wlietluu’ an\ 

impiiry is licing made into the conditions of the Brahmaputra and othci 
VNaiei’ways in the district of Mymensingh. similar to the investigation now 
being carricMl on in the Dacca district ? 

(b) If not, why not? 

.\nswer by the Ilorrble Mr. Cowley : — 

(a) No such enquiry is being made 

(b) Primarily on account of the depletion of the staff in the Public \Vc)rk> 
Department caused by tfie war.” 

By the Ilon’bh' Babtt Brojendra Klstior Ray Chaitdidtri : — 

XX\'III. (^/) With It ferenee to my question regarding the manu 
facturc of salt on the Chittagong side, at the m^'oting of the Council ludd 
on the 18th Eebruaiy last, will the Go'/ernment he pleased to lay on the table 
the hMter from the Government of India in pursuance of which the memo 
randum dated the 5th Aprib 1917, was drawn up? 

(b) Is it a fact that the inquiry which resulted in the afof^aid mem ►- 
randum was practically confined to Western Bengal ? 



Questions (UifJ A/tSfrrrs. 
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(c) Were Specific suggestions referred lo in ihe repiv io in\ nfere 

said question, received in !et!:ard to Wedern ])i i<»r to ilu* said in piirv ^ 

(d) If so, ^vllat were llie-e suggestions and triMn \\li()in did tlu'v 
(‘Uianate ? 

(c) Was the |)urport of tlit' said in('in.)F-a!niuni tlia-t suitahle hriie wa^ 
iK^t obtainable in the whoh' of IVngal ( 

(f) If so, are tl)e (iovernnuMit (‘on^idering iIh^ dt'siiabilit v <d ri'niov mil; 
this inipi'cssion from the mind of the (io\ernmeiil (d India in n‘gai‘d to the 
hrine obtainable on the (diiltagong sid(^? 

(a) lla.s the attention of (h vernm nl Ikmui di-awn i<» tlu^ ans\(]‘ Lti\(‘ii 
hv Sir (ioorge Barnes b» (piestion No. of the Jnip(‘rial ('oinieil mi'eiini;, 
dated the ()th tVhruaTT, IDIS. stating that the (io\tu-nment of India ait‘ no 
awart* wlietfier tlie ( io\ ('rnnu'nt ol' llengal i ow considcM’ that t’it‘ maniira him' 
of salt on the (^hittagong sidc‘ < f the Bay (d* B<‘ngal is p.)ssi])lt‘^ 

(//) If so, are the ( jlov('rn rni'iit e<msidering the d(‘si i a))i 1 1 1 v of stndimj a 
coinnuinieation to the (Jovernment (d‘ India <'n the siihje ( 


Answer hy the Tlon’l)le Mk 1 Ionald : — 

(a) “ The letter of tlu^ ( lovernnunit of India niendy anloMl lor an expri's 
Sion of the views of tin* (lovnrnnient of Bengal on a proposal for uoivin'.^ t u' 
niann faeture of salt in Btmgal, primaialy l>y the va.eniiin prociv^s, a pi'opo^al 
w'liieli was suggest(‘d l)\ a retiri'd olhca ** in a ('onimuniea t ion wliieli fornKal an 
('nelosure to tliat let,Uu*. ( ioverninent aia' iinahlt* to lay (lie e< >rrt‘spoiidene(‘ 
on tln^ table. 

(h) No speeial inejuiry was made. The (juc'stion was K^i^orhal on hy .Mr. 
IMatts, I'(‘puty Corninis^ioner of Excise and Salt, who, a»s .Assistant (\>m 
missioiKM’ of Salt, was 1‘ully conversant with all IIk' conditions in lh*Mgal 
generally, and his leiioi’t was wdt-h rt^spect. to the whole ol’ Ihmgal 

(r) and ((^) No. No spc'cific suggestions W’cre la^aaved in r(‘gai(l to any 
oai'ticular pait of Hengal at that time. 

(c) The iiiemoranduTn wats intended to show that the (‘stahlisfinaml (d’ 
lii(' salt industT’V in Bengal on a sound eoinniercia I ha.sis did no! appe^ar |)ro 
( able ovN ing to the difiieulty in securing a eoinliinat ion of suitable' luine, sidh 
( lent fiic‘1, I'eaely access to maikets, e'asy transpeirt, anel suitable e liinaiie* ee)n 
ditie)ns, ill any area in Bengal. 

(/) The' (leiverninent of Bengal are not aware* that the* ( jlovernmeTil (d 
liieiia are unde'r any inisaiifii’eheiisiem as to the* position, }>ut it w ill he* hroiiglit 
to their notice in eonnectiein with tlie reforenc*e* fedleiwing tla* n^solntion pass(*d 
I'V tlie re>uncil ein the 22nd danuary, IblK. 

(y) The ( Jov(*rnm('nt eif Be'iigal have* s(*e*n th(*answ<‘r in ejiie*st ion 

(h) The inatteT’ will he* hienighl to llie* notiee of the ( iove*riim(‘nt of India 
in the eoinmiinieal ie>n referred \(\ in the answer to (/). 


thf' Hori’hle Baiut Bro.ienora Ktsiiok Ray (diAi niiruti : — 

XX IX. (<"/) AVdl the (Jeivcinmeiit 1 m * pi eax'd to lay e)n the* table* “ 
^’»pi(*.s of the eorre'spon deuce tlnit has ])iss(‘d h tween the* (lovcrnmemt and 
di(* Iligli (Vairt ein the question < f exteui ed* the* syste‘ni of trial hv dnry 
nil those elisLriets in the Presidemey in whi' h it is not at | re'.se*nt. in lore*(' f 
(i^) WiU-the (lOvernmeiU l>e p]ease*d to state* what elTe*et. if any, lias so 
heelJp^Ven to the R(*solution em tin's question moved hy tla* llon’hle Bahu 
^l^hil Chandra Datta and accepted by this Council? 
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Answer by th(‘ IToirhle Mr Kerr : — 

“ {(i) and {h) The question is nf>w under the consideration of tlie Oovern- 
inent of Fndia, and (Joverniuent are unable to lay any corrc'SiKUidenee on the 
tabl(‘ at th(‘ ])res(uit sta^e of the ease/’ 

]\y the Hon’hle Baru Brojenora Ktsttor Ray Chaudhitri : — 

XXX. With r(‘ference to the answer given to niy unstarred question 
No. XTdV of IKth J)ec‘(™ber, 1917, will the (Tovernineiit be pleased to state 
v\hat further action has Ix^ui taken by the (Joverninent to bring relief to the 
Darjeeling Brahmo Samaj in the matter of their grievances against the 
local Municipality? 


Answer by th(' llon'bb^ Mr O’Mat.lky : — 

There has up to the pr(‘S(Uit leKui no orrasion for (lovernnu'nt t-o take 
i nrther action. 

By tlie ITon’ble Batut Brojenora Kishoh Ray (biAiTOUiTRi : — * 

XXX I. With rt‘ferenee to thi* answen- givam to iny unstarred (juestion 
No. LV 1 I o! lh(' 7th August, 1917, and que^stion No. XX V' of the 4th Septein- 
her, 1917, will the (iovernrnent be ]>leas(Ml to state what ste])s have been taken 
to iT!iprove the watcu* sn])ply and health conditions in Manikganj subdivision 


Aiisw(‘i- hy tli(‘ lloi/lile Mk. O/Maeu-'A : — 

“A (•()])y'’^ of an ('xtraet from letter No. 47(55, dated the ilOth November, 
1917, iroin the Dolleet-or ol‘ I)aj*c*a to the' Commissioner of the' Dacca Division 
is laid on t he table. 


By tlu' llon'ble Maoevt A. K. Fazl-ht.-TIaq : — 

XXXII. (a) Will the Clovernnient be |)leased to lay on the tabb' a list 
ol* ollicc'is who aie otlic iating as Munsits in ])ermanent and l(‘a\e \acanci('s 
and as temporary additional Munsifs, showing — 

(/) tlie dates of their first appointments, 

(//) the jx'riod of their service in such appointments, and 
(ifi) the ])r('sent age of each ollicer ? 

(h) Arc‘ tlie (lovc'rnment aware of tlie eomjilaint that has been made' 
that tiu' ease of tlu'se ofliciating Munsifs is a hard one and that they find it 
vcM’y ditlieult to maintain the dignity of tludr })osition ? 

(r) Is it a fact that there is a great congestion in the grade of officiating 
Munsi I's ? 

(c/) Is it a fact that these officers have' to wait for four or five years 
bc'fore eonfirniat ion and that invariably they are not confirmed till they reach 
t he age of 'M or 34 years ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

‘^(a) A St at(‘m('ntt ^^ontaining the particulars wanted by the Hon’ble 
Member is laid on the table. 

(b) No. 

® I'idt Apj)emjix (i. 
t \'ide .Appendix H. 



(Uifi Ansicct\^. 1 

(e) It is a fact that the number of Munsifs on the olliciating list is execs 
sive. That the number was in excess <vr normal requiri'ments was observed 
in the beginning of the year 11)16. Recruitment was tluuefore rc(luce<l, and 
the reduced rate lias since then been consistently maintaineil. It is hoped 
that by the close of the current year, tlie list will be in keeping with the 
reciuirements of the service. 

(d) For some time, it has Ix'en the case that oHiciatnig Muiisifs rcHeive 
their first sub. pro tern, appointment at the average age of 31 vi ais, ami 3 
years after the first appointment. Similarly they nave bt en (onfinned at an 
averag(' age 32 years, and, in general, 4 years alter their first ap]>oint 
ment. With the i eduction in the numlier of probationers. thes“ |>e?i(uls and 
Ibe average age will, it is lumped, be gra<hially reduced 


By the Hoirblc Maucvi A. K. Fazl ul-Haq: — 

XXXIII. {o) What is the average number ol‘ vacancies in a yi'ar in I’lonpr , ih m ti»o 
the permanent cadre of the Fjoviiicial dndicial Servue <hie to n tirement. and v 

promotion to listed posts sin(‘(' th(' creation of a si^parate cadri' for Bihar ^ 

(h) What was the number of such vacancies in viich of the years 191 n. 

1916 and 1917 ? 

(r) Is it a fact that tla' total number of munsifs is 215 and tliat tln' 
average number of vacancies in consequence <d r(*tirement. has Incn r(‘duc(‘d 
to about 9 or 10 a year, since the creation of a separaU* cadia* for Bihai ? 

(d) Are the' Goveniinenl aware of the grii'vancc that is felt l)y tla* 
members of this branch of the scrvici* (hat they can only cxp(H*t to IxM'omc 
Sal>-»1 udgc'S at/ oi' about tln^ .ago of r>2 oi’ 53 if the prcs('nt stat(‘ ol tlnhigs 
continues ? 


Answer by the Ilon’Iile Mu. Kiuiu : — 

“ ((f) Th(‘ averag(‘ numbcT* of vac*anci(\s from all caus(‘s since tlu* .sc'p.oa 
tion of the cadres in 1912 is a.lK)ut 12. 

(b) In 1915, 10; in 1916, 15; in 1917, 11 

(r) The total nuinf)er of munsifs is 245, t/O which shonhl h(‘ added ^ 
additional munsifs who arc [)ractically p(‘Tmanent. The av<u;igc numh( r of 
annual vacancies due tx) retirement alone during the hast six ytvars is S 

(d) A complaint of this nature has b(‘cn made, hut conditions have im 
[iroved in rcccuit ycvirs. The .ages of oflitaus a})point(‘d in the ('.arly part ol 
1916 tu f>C‘ Subordinate Judg(^s sulistantivt* prr? Uvipfn'c ranged from 50 to 51 
years. The ages of otlicers suhso(|uently so ai)p()int(‘d have* hccai hetwcaui 46 
and 49 years. The munsifs who on the 1st January last waue ofheiating as 
Subordinate .Tudges were aged between 44 and 48 years.” 


By the Hon’hle Maulvi A. K. Fazl til-Haq : — 

XXXIV. {(i) Are the Government awan* (hat s(‘ssions in scJirnds com 
mcnce in the beginning of Januaiy, and that owing to the transfe^r of Judicial 
officers during the Puja liolidays, tin* sons aiid wards ol .Tudicial officers 
find it difficult to appear at the annual examinations whicli take plac^. in 
December in a new school wdiere the tx*.xt hooks are different ? 

(h) Arc the Government considering the desiraliility of fixing the time 
of trapsfer during the Gbi’i^tmas holidays ? 

(c) Are the Government aware c>f any reasons, cither of their own or 
of the High Court, against these transfers taking place during the Christmas 
holidays? » 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ {a) It is the case that from a few of the officers transferred during 
the Puja vacation, applications for postponement of transfer on the grounds 
suggested have been received by the High Court. These were considered and 
disposed of on their merits. There is, however, no reason to believe that 
Judicial officers in general find it difficult to make suitable arrangements. 

(b) No. 

(c) Since, the. year 1880 it has been the practice to mak(' general transfers 
with effect from the re-opening of the Courts after the Puja vacation In 
the opinion of the. Hon’ble , lodges the advantages of this practice outweigh 
any po.ssible disadvantages.” 


By the Hon’fde Maut.vi A. K. Fa/.i.-ui.-Haq 

XXXV. (o) Will the Government be pleased to state what fiouses were 
rcnt<“d for the Calcutta Police during the period 1912 (April) to 31st Janu 
ary, 1918? 

(6) Which of these houses are still in the occupation of the DepartmeTit 
and for what purposes ? 

(c) With referencf' U> the answ«‘r to the above question, will the Govern 
ment be pleased to state with regard to each house— 

(?) the average rent received by the lamilord in cacti case for 3 year.s 
previous to occupation by Government , 

(??) the rent settled with Government ; 

(???) the name of the officer who negotiated, or chiefly negotiated, the 
terme of st'ttlemcnt in eatib case between the landlord and 
Government; 

(??’) in case of residential houses — 

(?) the Municipal tax paid for each quarter for each such 
house; 

(z^) tfie Municipal valuation of each such house, and 
(3) the approximate rent which such a house is expected to 
fetch on such a valuation? 


Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

” (a) (h) (c) (?V) and ('?'?>) (0 A stal.einent* giving information regarding t.hc 
rented premises at present in the occupation of the Galcntta Police is laid on 
the tefile. 

(c) (?) and (???) and (??’) (;?) (/) It is considered that no useful public 
purpose would be served by directing the enquiries ri'quircd for the collection 
of this information.” 


By the Hon’ble Maui.vi A. K 1’azi, ui.-Haq ; — 

XXXVI. (??) Is it a fact that a Muhammadan sub inspector has lem 
transferred from the Criminal Investigation Hepartment to be a junior 
officer of a thana to make room for oiu' Satya Paila Chatter jea (or Sakn 
Pada (Jiatterjea) who is junior to the sfiid Muhammadan sub-inspector'' 
(ft) Are tile Government aware that one result of this transfer will be 
-to qualify the Hindu officer, and disqualify the. Muhammadan, for the post 
of inspectorship in the Calcutta Police? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) In the interests of the public service a Muhammadau sub-inspector 
has been transferred from the Calcutta, Hetcctive Department and his place 
has been taken by the officer named. 

(6) This is not a fact.” 


Vide Appeiidi.\ K. 
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By the Hon'ble Mr. M. Ashraf A\a Khan ('HAunHURi • 

XXXVII. Will the Government be pleased to state the names of the 
papers to which the free supply of the ("alcutta (iazrttr has iwently been 
discontinued, as also how niany of tliein are Anp^h, Indian how inany jCfuslmi 
and how many Hindu? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donald — 

“ The free sup[)ly of the (UdcutUi (iazvtte has lun n dise<vnt iniied to all 
the newspapers named in the answer to question XLl 1 I asked l>y the Hon’bit' 
Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray (diaudhiiri at the nuMdinp of the Lepislalivt^ 
Council held on the 18th De(‘embei\ 1917. Of these m wspajx rs a are Anplo 
Indian, 2 Muslim and 11 Hindu.'’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

XXXVIJI. (ii) Is it a fact that, in 1915, the District Magistrate <)f 
Faridpur cancelled the gun license of Babu AshutxKsh Roy, a zamindar of 
Kabiraj])ur, and that the local Governnauit, hohling his ordtu* to Ik‘ illegal 
and improper, directed that a licemse sliouid begivc i) ? 

(/>) Is it also a fa<;t that in Deceml)er last, the same District Magistiate 
again suspended the gun li(*ense of the said Balm Ashutosh Roy ^ 

(r) If SO, what were the reasons for this suspension '{ 

{d) Are the (iov(Mnn)ent considering tla^ desirability ol’ directing an 
inquiry to be made into the matU^r ? 


Anewer by the Hon’ble Mr Kerr : — 

“ {(i) The answer is in the affirmative, excepi that (ioxi iom nt did not 
direct tJie issue of a lictmse, but instru(*t(‘d the ( ‘ommissioiier to deal with 
the matter in the exercise of his revisional powers unde r the rul(‘s. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Jn connection with the renewal of arms lictenses for- 191s, jt was 
rej^orted by the police that a serious riot had occurred in SepteinlK r in con 
nection with the establishment of a hdt by Babu Ashutosh Roy. fhe Sujier 
intendeiit of Polic*e recommended that tlu^ question of renewing the arms 
•icense of Babu Ashutosh Roy should b(‘ held in abeyance pt*nding the <ieci 
sion of the Court in the lesulting proseemtion, in which 27 persons wlio ueic 
•illeged to have acted on behalf of Babu Ashutosh Roy vvck* accused Thc^ 
Di'^trict Magistrate accepted this rec^omrneridation. 

(d) Inquiries have been made by the Commissioner, who i\ ports that 
Babu Auhutosh Roy asked him to set aside the ordcu* of the District Miigis 
tiate. The Commissicmer considered the order a proptu one, and cl ‘clineJ 
to direct the District Magistrate to pass a final c>rder Ixdore the <lec*a.sion oi 
the criminal c’ase. Government see no reason for iniervcning in the 
^aatter." 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No 2 

The HcjiiHile Mk. Donald laid on thr^ table a s( ateirmiit* crontaining; 
the information promised in bis re[)ly to (piestion No. XX XV ( unsl-arrod ) 
regarding the number and the; nature of (a*imiiial c;ascs (or otbuicjes commit ted 
‘igainst the; provision cjf the salt laws, asked at tdio mcpting ol I In; Ucng^al 
Legislative Council hold on the 19tli February, 1918. 

Vic/e Apperul x t.. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

THE REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Tlie Hoii’ble Sik Hknry Whkei.kk preBonted the Revised Financial 
Statement for Bengal for 1918-19.* 


RESOLUTIONS. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 

ddie HouMde Mk. Pkovasii (hniNDKK Mittek moved the following reso- 
lution : — 

ddiis Oonneil recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

{a) a sum of one lakh be provided and a staff be temj)orardy deputed 
for a period of one year for organizing villagt^ union soci(‘lies in 
villages with a po]uilai ion of over 2,(KH) ; 

(A) this sum b(‘ met from the provision of Rs. 6,(M,()(H) allott(wl for 
construcJ ion of buildings in connection witli tin* partition of tlu‘ 
district of M idnaj)ore. 


He said : — 

“My T iOrd, alK)ut th(‘ importan(‘(^ of mapping out t h(‘ piovince into a 
number of village union sociidaes, 1 believt^ the (Jovtunment and tli(‘ ])ublic 
are of oiui mind. It is a qut‘stion of the utmost importance, and wh(‘th(‘r it Ix^ 
in th(^ rt^gion of Local Sclf-tiiovernnumt or of ih-ovincial Sidf-tiovernment , 
Hn^ eivi(! life of th(‘ province^ should 1 k^ properly organized. Somc^ tiim^ 
ago 1 j)iit a (|U(‘stion imiuiring as to t.ht‘ rate of progn^ss vv(‘ have made in 
t ile |)ast and tln^ tinu^ it will take to map out the ]>rovince into village union 
societies and tin* ansvvtu' given was that it would tak(^ 104 yt*ars. If il 
takes 101 years, then, for all practical purpost*s, it is of no use to the yuovinct^ 
or to tln^ Government or to the public. 1 am quite aware that ( J overniiumt 
is anxious to go on with tin*, work of formation of village union s(K*ieties 
as B])e(Mli]y as it can, and from certain items in the Budget — 1 mean the* 
item for the ])rovision of Sub-Deputy Collectors — 1 rather think that tin* 
(Jovernment. desires to take up the question in right earnest , and although 
the public and t he Govcirnment are agrecsl on the question, it is perhaps 
just as well if we examine the situation as shortly as possible ; I havt' 
handed over a ct*rtain table to some of the Hon’blo Members — 1 am sorry 
T liad not a sufficient number to h(^ distributed to all members — and they 
will find from that table that the total population of the province, as wt* 
all know, is about 45 millions. Out of that only ^ millions liv(^ witJiiu 
municipal areas. With regard to the remaining 42 millions the problem is 
how they are to be brought within the amenities of organized civic lift*. 
It is a very important question and it is hardly necessary for me to point 
out that 42 millions out of 45 form the bulk of our population. Now, this 
42 millions of our population live in the rural area. The total rural area is 
about 07,000 square miles out of which 45,000 square miles is the total 
cropped area and 10,500 square miles is the total forest area. So that if we 
take the total of the cropped area and the total of the forest area we find 
that the total of the inhabited area is about 11,500 square miles. That area, 
of course, is scattered over the whole province. Now, the introduction 
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of oi-ganized civic life into this area of 11,500 K<iuare miles innufr ( lit^ prohlom, 
the question arises as to how to solve it. Fnnn a n ailing of the District 
Administration Committee’s report and from C(*rtain conviTsatioii ( had with 
some of the officers, 1 believe tliat th<‘ vit*w \vlii<‘h tin<ls favour now is to 
map out each district in t() geographical areas and form village union eommittees 
ill such areas- My point is that, if we proeet‘d on this lint^ we are sure 
to meet with various difficulties. Kach of these* geograi>lil(‘aI areas will 
be about 8 to 10 square inih^s according to tin* i)islri(*t Administration 
(yOinmittee’s report. In various placu^s such an^as are densely p<^pulated and 
in others the population is thin. In sonn* placa^s tln^ density is sona^thing like 
2,(X)0 in the square mih' and it, tln^refore, stands to reason thal such plaei*s 
are more important both as regards men and mom^v than areas when* 
ot her population is thin. For that reason I sugg(‘st that wt* slnuild start 
with villages witli a pojiulat.ion of over 2,000. 1 hav<' handed ovtu* anotln*r 

table to some of my hon’bhi friends : the figun's shown therein will ]H'rhaps 
l>e found us(^ful. 1 have? alnwady mentioned the total of the inhabifed 
area and in that ai'ca Homt* of the villag(‘s and towns with a p(»pula- 
tion of more than tW(mty thousand an* within muni(*ipal adminisl lat ion. 
Witli regard to villages and towns with a population of t(‘n to twenty 
t housand the total numb(*r is bS and the total pojuilation is 1)74,185. t)iii 
of this 48, only 40 an* wdthin munitn'pal administration or (tantonna nt limits, 
and 8 are non-municijial towns. In tin* s<‘eoml group will Is* found towns 
and villages with a j>opulation of live; to ten thousand, 'rheir nnmb(‘r is 
102 wit h a total ))o])ulatdon of 1,084,122. Out of t ln*se 102 towns and 
villag(^s, only 84 are within municipal administration, so that tin* total 
iiumbcu* of non-inuni(*ipal towns and villages in tin* se<*ond group comes 
up to 128 with a population of 888,007. Tln^ (’ouncil will observe that 
the total population t‘Xcludod from municipal an^as an* (!omj)aral ivt4y smrdl 
Idn* m^xt- group which 1 proposi* to tal<(‘. up comprises villages and towns 
with a jiopulation of from two to fiv(* thousand, dinar total numlMU- is 
1,758 with a jiopulation of 4,858,290. ()ut of thest*. 1,7,58 towns and villages, 
17 (uily are within some sort of niuni<u pal or (^antonnnnl ad min ist lat ion. 
Si) that tin* total number of non -inunicip.al t.owns and villages in this 
group is 1,711 with a population of 4,807, 1()8. Hien, in tin* next group 
will b(* found towns and villagers with a population of from oin* t,o two 
thousand. 'rin*ir numb(‘r is (>,184 with a total populatit)n of 8,278,424. And 
out oi these* (),184 towns and villa<ges not om* is uinhu- imini<.dpal adminis- 
tration. After an t‘xaminat ion of thes(‘ figures VV(* find that I lie number of 
Mou-munieipal towns and villages wit Ji a jopulation of mor r flian two 
I liousand is 1,877 wifh a total j)opulation of .5, 1 5 1 ,870 and tin* number of non- 
nnuiicipal towns and villages with a pojiulation of more than om* thousand is 
8,011 with a total population of 18,180,294. So that roughly sjx alviug about 
one-third of the population of iIm) rural area is umler no muuieijial adunni.sl, ra- 
tion. So my proposition is this : If we start with towns and \illag<*s with a 
population of over two thonsaiul which have no mnnicnp.'il administration 
then it is not at all difficult to assunu; that perliaps, by local taxation, aboiit- 
which there will he j)owors niid<n' the propos(‘<l new Act, it will not be 
ditlicult to raise soiru; five or six hundred rupees from 1 w'o or three thousand 
peo])lo. The que.sti(m of taxation is an inipirtant one. It will tjertainjy 
be mocessary to rais(? taxation lngh(*r later on. Ibit as a b< ginning the 
pC<^suinption may be made that a particular plac^j with a population of two 
ov thre(i thousand is likely to yield a better amount as its inhabitants are 
likely to pay better and to interest theiiistdves in public alFairs more than, 
a village with a population of 250. If we jiroci^ed at our past rate 
will take 104 years to bring all villages iin<h*r iiiunici]ial administration, 
lollowing the geographical schenn*. Hiit if we follow in the lim^ set out 
in my resolution it will lx? quitt^ possible, T (jxj»ect, that most of oiir 
villages will be organized into unions within a comparatively short time 
and will give morci satisfactory results than the gtjographical scheme. It 
*^ay bo said that there is no necessity to get a staff temporarily for this 
purpose. I will speak to the Council presently on this point. I am aware 
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that there is the District Magistrate who is anxious to do liis best. There 
IS also the District Hoard. Now, lot us first take the case of the District 
Magistrate. He is a person of multifarious duties. He is the head of 
several branches of district administration, and however anxious he may 
be to develop the village unions, he cannot do so without an adequate staff, as 
liis time is more than fully employed. At any rate the fact remains and our 
past experi(;nco also shows and shows conclusively that, from 1913 to 1918 
we have progressed at such a bad rate that by leaving matters in the hands of 
the District Magistrate, it will take 104 years to develop village unions ; but 
according to my proposal it will only take about 20 or 25 years at the most. 
What I suggest is that a staff of this kind, namely, a senior civilian with 
four or five Deputy Coll(‘ctors in charge of each division, assistecjl by tht‘ 
necessary number of subordinate officers, like Sub-Deputy Collectors, may 
begin work to organize unions in villages with a population of over 2,000, 
whose number, as 1 have already said, is 1,877. If you depute a senior 
(uvdlian wlio is conversant with IcKtaJ conditions, who knows the people and 
can talk to them, and if he is well assisted with a number of subordinate 
officers who have sp(;eialized tliemselves in this kind of work, 1 venture to 
think that tlu^ work will be more satisfactorily and far more spieedily done. 
4dn‘re is one other point. It may be said, why not l(‘ave the work to the 
District Hoard. My ol>jtiction to this is that a District Hoard has only 
one w(>ll“paid official and is the KngintH'r. And with all due respect for 
his calling, 1 must say that by training he is not quite th(^ filtest man to do 
organizing work of this naturi^. If I am right then it must be some other 
type of man and I think officers of the type 1 have suggested will Ik‘ the b(‘st 
agen(!y to carry on this kind of work. 

I have suggested that the amount ne(*essary may be takcm from the 
provision allotted for <‘onst met ion ol buildings in connect ion with the parti- 
tion of t lie district of Midnapon*. That requires a word o( t‘xplanation 
4dier(‘ are t wo partition schemes — Midnapore and Mymensingh. 1 am await* 
tliat tli(‘st‘ Schemes have been fully discussed, local opinions have* Ikhii 
I' onsulled and tinui they have been a(ua*pt(‘d. 1 do not want to go 
Ixdiind that. Hut wliat I do say is this : that siiKa^ August last and also 
since* the policy inaugurated by Your Kxcellen(‘y’s (lovornment about th»‘ 
appointment of non-official Chairnum to District Hoards and regard bediig 
had to the principles of liktdy ndOrms in future, whatever tlieSe refoiuns inay 
Ite, it may be ne(.‘essary that our ideas of the partition ol districts 
may hava^ to be revised. d'ht^ distri(;ts may perhaps have to hv in 
smaller units or it may be possible that some departments may have 
to be worked separately. So my point is this — I do not oppose tin* 

(pK'stion of acupiisition of land in the case of construction of buildings, for yen 
gt‘t the (H|ui valent of money in land — but, as in tlu^ Mymensingh prison, lattn 
on, say after 4 or 5 years, it may be necessary in the light of new exporieiK**' 
to alt(M- our ideas about the selection of the site of the district town and 
the buildings alrea<l 3 ^ eonstru(‘ted may piove to be of no use then. Ouf 
<*xp(*riences at Dac(ra and other ])laces show how easily large sums of 
mon(*y may be thrown away. '^Fhe partition of Midnapore will not h«* 
(*omph‘ted within a year in any case, and a further delay of one year, 
without disturbing the scheme of ]>artition, will show Your Excellency h 
fxovtM’nimmt what the future will be. That being so, I submit that if 
money b(‘ spent on the village union scheme it will be spent for a far more 
necessary ])Urpose, however important the partition of districts may be. 


The Hon’ble Habu Sukendra Nath Ray said : — 

“ I support with a whole heart this resolution of my friend H^|hu 
Provash Chunder Mitter. Your Lordship is probably aware of the fact tna 
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the Local Self-Government Act wan passed m ihv yta? lSSr> (hiring the 
administration of His Excellency Lord Kipon as Vie^Moy and Sir Rivei^ 
Thompson as Lieutenant-tJovernor of Bengal. In ttu‘ year I88.S in anticipation 
of the passin^^ of the Local Self-Government Act a special olhccM* was dtuiuted 
by Government to frame schemes for tlie formation of villa^^t* committees 
which the Government thou^lit would have to be iiitriHluctHl as soon as the 
Local Self-Government Act was passed, and Mr. Wt‘stmacotl, tlu^ special 
officer appointed to frame this scheme, was ready with a scln inc of 180 nniim 
committees in the year 1885 to be intrfxluctMl in seven of tlu> most (m li^lit tmed 
subdivisions of the Presidency, Biirdwan and I>acca divisions. But as a 
matter of fact no attempt was made to ^^ive effect to this sch(mu^ and we tind 
that in the year 1913 only 61 union committees wen; fornn'd in lhmj.r‘d ; t hough 
the Government were ready with a schfune to introduce 180 union coinmitic(;s 
so far back as the year 1885, and thoug’h a special oflictn* was appoint<^d t(> 
give effect to tln^ recommendation of Govtunment, it app(;ars that nothing 
was done by (Government for 30 y(;ars. In answer to a (piestion of my friend, 
the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Kay, at tin; last imnding of (MUincil. 
Your Excellency’s Gov(>rnment was pleased to give a reply to the elVect. that 
during the years 1916-17 (Jovernnnmt sanctioned t he formation of I iiO union 
committees, but that as a matter of fact 107 union committ(;(;s have; l)(;en 
e.reated. That shows that there, werf* about 35 union committiK^s crt;al(^d 
each year. My hon ble friend, Mr. Mitter, has told Your Ex(‘clh‘n(‘y ’s 
Government to-day that it is necessary to croali; at. least 1,800 union 
committ(;es throughout Bengal. So at tin; rate of 35 union (;onn!iitl ( h;s per 
year it would take, I think, more than 50 years to cr(;at(; the. ne(;essary 
number of union committees throughout B(;ngal. But the rat(‘ at whicii 
union commit tees have recently Ix^en creat(;d is a mucli Ixdter rat(‘ than that 
at which union (jTTnimitt ees were created for tin* first 30 y(‘arH, nanndy, from 
t he year 1885 to 1913, t hat is. at tin* ratf; of twounirin (;ommittees pen* annum, 
as only 61 union committe(5S wen; cr(*atod in the (;ours(; of 3»0 y^^ars. It 
would have; taken then, I think, about 909 y(;ars for tin; formation of all these- 
union committees. That th<;se union conimitt(;es arc; ahsolutedy n(;(;cssary 
Was admitt(;d by Sir Alexander Mackenzie vvlnm In; was Licuitc-nant -( Jovennor 
of Bcmgal. During his administration t here was a watm* famiin; in B(;ngal 
and he found t hat there; was no organization in Bcuigal foi* oxetavating tanks 
and giving relief to the poor peojde. 1 know (JovcMTimont is fully alive to tin' 
necessity of creating these union f;omrnittees. Your Lordship’s pr(*dcc(;ssor 
in office, Lord Carmichael, said as follows : — 

‘You wish t-o ensure tlie money l)(*ing spemt to tin; best ad vantage of 
those who want to help. It seems to me; that there is only one way of ensui - 
ing this, to entrust the choice of the work to the villagers and I(;avc th(;m as 
far as possible to carry it out under your supc;rvision. ’riiis is the (;Ks<!nce 
of Local Self-Government and as the princif)lc of (drcle syst(;m so strongly 
advocated in the District Administration Committee.’H r(;port, a system, which, 
though I may not see it during my t(;rni of office, will, 1 hope, one day 
spread itself all over Bengal.’ 

I think the best way to give; (effect to this scheme w'oiild he toa[>[»oint a 
number of officers to be in sole charge; of all these union <;ommitif)os and h< e 
tjiat they are created as early as possible.” 


The Hon’ble Sin S. P. Sinha said : — 

‘‘My Lord, I think both the Hon’ble Members who hav(; already spokem 
on this resolution have cordially acknowbxlged thelacit that the (Govf;rnmont is 
convinced of the dcsit^btfifcy of tJio formation vjf unifai srKueties and of village- 
committees throughout the whole province and that steps have Ixxm tak(;ii. 
and are b^ng taken, as quickly as possible under the circumstances, for that 
purpose. But I venture to think that both my hon’ble friends wore unduly 
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peHsimiRtic ru^s^ardn the rate of pro^^resa in the i)a8t. The figures of exist- 
ing union societies and the areas in which they have come into existence are 
as follows : — 

were 66. 

76. 

84. 

157. 


At the end of 19iii-14 there 
„ 1914-15 

„ 1915-16 

1916-17 


So during that year there wore 72 union socieiicB formed in the province 
and at the present time' there are 250 sanctioned, and we have every hop)e 
that they will ho formed by the end of the year ; so that though the rate of 
progress up to 19K4 was slow, as the Hon’hle Jiabu Suremira Nath Kay has 
pointed out, and though even after 1913 the rate of progress left much to b(> 
dc^sinul, I think, it cannot be said with justice*, that from 1915 tliero has not 
been, if 1 may say So, a spurt put on ; aiul oven assuming that theue is no 
further acceleration in the rate now in progn^ss, we hope* to have the whoh‘ 
province rriaj)f)efl out within a fairly reasonabh* time. But T do not for a 
moment suggest that W(*. intemd to adluu(> to the ])rc‘Sont rate ; we hope tn 
rnak(* it. much quieke?-. Tin* differc'ncci bet wecui us is, hrstly, as to t he rat(' 
;ind, secondly, as to the methofl by which this progress is to be givc'ii i‘fleet to. 
As to th(^ rat(% I hav(^ aln^ady gi vcui thf^ figures which, 1 trust, will (convince 
the (Council that n*c(‘ntly the rate has been much aecrelerated. As rc^gards 
th(^ nu‘thod, my friend, tln^ Hon’blo Mr. Milter, considers that it would b(’ 
quicker to do it not according to tln^ geographical limits of districts and 
divisions, but to take largcw and more j)oj)uloiis villagt*s and form unions in 
them before other villages avr tak('n in hand. Now, there is a considerabh^ 
difterenco of opinion as to whether that would be the quicker method or not ; 
but 1 would ask my hon’ble friends to considc^r this fact^ which, 1 lliink, they 
have ignored, nn mely^ that, within a little mon^ than a fortnight from to-day, 
viz., on the 4th April, I hope to be able to introduct^ the Villagt^ Self-Govern- 
ment Bill which contcunj elates th<* formation of villagt* committees throughout 
the province and defines the functions which will belong to th(‘m and tin' 
procedure by which tliey arc* to be*, formed. 4'h(*refore, 1 ventun^ to tliink 
that it would be })remature to consider tlii^ question of the staffer the methcHl 
by which t his is to be given (*fFc*ct to, until the Gouncil has discussed tlu' 
nature and functions of t hese* union committees whiclj wc* propose to form. 
On the 4th April, we propose* to introduce tlie liill, subject only to tin* 
proviso that the* S('cn*tary of State dof'S not veto the proposed Piill in the 
mean time*. 1 would, therefore, ask the Council to d(>fer tlu*. consideration 
of this question until the Village S(df-Governmcnt Bill is before it. In tlu* 
meantime, h*t me tell the (nmncil as to what we have been doing in the 
matt(*r of increased stafl'. 'J'horo are at present 40 Sub-Deputy ('olloctors 
employed as cireh^ oflicers, on(' of whose principal duties is to assist in tlu' 
formation of these union societies, and I may claim for them fairly that their 
work during the last two years has b(K?n satisfactory, having regard to th(' 
numbers 1 liavo already quoted. We have already applied for sanction to 
have a staff of 238, in ])lace of t he 40, whom we now employ — 238 will include 
a leave reserve of 38. It is obvious that w(> have to wait for sanction befort* 
we can employ them and (*.ven when w(' do g(d. sanction, we do not expect to 
be able to employ them all at once, but gradually as the work progresses and 
as funds permit. That is the ideal we have set before ourselves as to 
increased staff for the purpose of carrying out, amongst others, the mapping 
out of the whole province into union societies. So tar as regards the rate ol 
progress. 

As rc'gards the method, I have said, there is room for considerable 
difference of opinion, and my iriend thinks that by proceeding district by 
district we should not get on quickly. We, on the other hand, thinkfit is better 
to proceed systematically and district by district. Let mo point out to the 
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Council llial it is not sodifticuK, as iiiy IVion<l iiiui^iius, to do ii district l>y 
dit^tuct. We have done it already vvitJi regard lo oiu' (d the lai^cst dislricts, 
namehj, DacuM ; we have done it almost entirely wifli le^ard to aimllicr fairly 
lar^e district — Han^pu]*. "Phtn-e is m) rt‘asnn why, wit h ihe same nit'l.hod and 
vvitli incroas(Hl staff, \V(‘ shoul<l n<>I Ix^ ahln, within, iiciili. r 1()| yoais as 
the llon’hle Mr. Mitler thinks, nor oO yt'ars as th(' lloii’hir llahii Snrcirira 
Nat h Ray thinks, hut . within a fairly n‘asonal>lc tilth', t <> pi systema-' 

ti(‘ally and di\'ide the whoh' of the |)rovmct‘ iiii(» villaec e<>mmll(tx's 
as proposthl hy our fhll. Hut the reaNon why, c\.‘n iF w«' msI sanction 
for 23S officers, we cann(>t do it- all at om-e is this ; wc eaimot pO’^sihly 
s[)are 2.‘i8 officers out, of t.ht‘ iX‘‘noral st,alV t hat. wt^ hav«^ aid ii i^; not (‘a.sy to 
rij’et offic(U's on 1 h(‘ s[)Ur of t lie. moment, to do t his pirticnlai' sp ‘cial work 
which r(H|uircs a (xo’t ain aniount- of d ist*rct.ion and a ir' *‘at (h^al of k iiowh djLT* • 
with n'^janl to tin' ari'as in\'olv(‘d. Thercfoi-i', 1 wish to point, out throj' 
tiling's t-o this (njuncil ; firslly, t liat we shotild wail until wc kinev <'\a('t,ly t he 
nat'Un^ and functions of |.ln‘ villagf' iv >inmit.l-(‘es t hat ar<' geiiu^ to hoconsti- 
t utaxl under the A(;t- ; I hat it would Ix^ hcttt'f to proceed systmiiatic- 

ally and scientifically in tin' way W('. have Ix'en d()ing, district hy district, 
and not to take a numher of villages ^a•att(‘red all *)\er tin' prox ince : the 

(1 ifficidti will only he increascMl if we havi* su hse( ph'nt ly to mvisi' the 

are,as ; and, thirdly^ W(' hav(' alri‘a<ly ajiplii'd for a lai*ge increase in tin* 
staff, and we liopi*., wit h increasml st atV, to a<*ce|ei ate t in I'at e of progn'ss very 
much furlhi'r. dMiere is no reason to appr«^hend that, it will h-' an unreason 
ahly long timo hofoix', wiwaan initiate' the .system in its «',nt ir(^l,y. f'or tln»se 
r('aRons, 1 would ask t-In^ (xHinetl not, t-o a<*eej)t t his n^Sf ►! n I ion , hut 1 can 

assure my frimid that the mat(-<'r is receiving the mo•^t, earnest and s(*rious 

consideration of Oovi'ninumt and we an* anxiou.'^ to g. t on as (|iiic.kly as 
we (‘an.” 


1’h(' Mon’hh' Mn. Rk'ovasii (hiuNOKK MrnKi: said . — 

My Lord, if my hon’hh*, frn'.iid’s assiirancx' about I lie hx mat ion ol 
village union (!ommit tei^s at- an early dat(‘ really (Mrritd eonxietion with me 
I wotdd have ln;sil,attngly withdrawn this I’esolut i< ni. Ihil, from the figiii-es 
winch my hon’hh'. fric'iid lias himself <juot(5d, namely, that in the year’ MM7-IH 
the total nuruhor of village commit tecs lormed was l.ati and m the ciirienl year 
tlu' total iiumher of vollago union eommift(X‘s wlin^li In* e,\ p( 'cl.s will h(' lormed 
will he 250, I would ask t he, (Council to examim' what l ime it is lilo ly to take. 

I admit at onc*e t-liat the position is lar het, ter than tin* pie\ious estmiate, 
104 years ; hut taking at the rat(' ol 1.5ti tlx* posil-ion is this : tin' total 
anaa is 67,000 srpian' mih^saud the av<‘rage area is lO S(]iiar<' mih s ; therelore, 
we want about 7,000 villagi' union (rommittees according to tin' pr(*sent nlea ol 
(hjvcrnmont, I liat is, at the ratt^ of I5tia year — that was the rale ol last, year 
it would take alrout 12 or 43 yisars. Now, at tiie rale of 2a0 a yr ar -the rati' 
promised to us — it will take about 26 or 27 yenrs. I fully airjrreihalc the 
difliculties of tin' (lovernnn'nt in this matter, y<'t, d 1 j>res.s lor this re.-,ol iit ion , 
1 do it in the hop(' t-hat eiiergelK! aetioii in this diieidaon will ult-imat,« iy 
minimize many of the difficult ies t hat coni rout tlic (lovernnnnd, at, t he. 
present moinont. Now, my Lord, wln'thei- the |)enod l>e 2t> t o 27 yi ais oi 
12 to 43 years is not at all a sjx'edy solution. 

The next point of my hoii’hle Ineinl is this ; that thi' Village Self-Lov- 
^‘rnment Bill will bt'- intixKliuxxl in Ajrril next, subject of course to the sanc- 
Uon of the Secretary of St atm. We all know what delay takes place lx lore the 
iiceessary sanction is obtained atnl what- further <lelay oft-tm f akes place helon, 
a Hill is ‘passed into law and in bringing the. Ad into working order, hut every 
nioment is precious, and if in the meantime the (lovernrm'ut wall have formerl 
a large numher of villager union committees tin' A(rt will come into force 
under improved coiKiitioiis, whereas delaj' will ad<l to tln^ difficult les of t ic 
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situat ion. Therefore, however cogent the reason may he that any bi^ scheme 
oiii^^ht If) wait till the Act is passed, it is no reason wliy an atttnnpt should not 
he madti to form H(x*.ietie8 in respect of about, one-eighth or one-sixteenth of 
the population in rural areas. 

4die next point of my hon’hh^. friend is that an improved staH* is expect- 
ed and t liat 40 Sub-Deputy (h)llectf)rH have Ix'on working. T thank my 
liorrble friemd foi* this information; but these K) Sub-Deputy (%>llectors have 
succ(",(Mlc‘d only in cr(%ating 156 village union societies in the year 11)16-17, 
In the prfivious year, oidy 81 villagi^ uinon societies were created ; t hen' 
must be soim^ rt’-ason for this ap[)arent inadequalt; result., — for 40 Sub-Deputy 
Collectors t.o succchmI in (treating eit hen* 156 in one yc^ar or about 240 in thf‘ 
course of two years is certainly not a very good rc^sult. It is for this reason 
that. I ask tiu'. (Jo venamamt, with all tla^ earnestness that 1 can command, to 
examint' tlic^ir nudlKKls of creation of village union committees with those' 
siigg(‘.ste(l by nu*,. My friend has said that t in; methofl of proceeding district 
by district is th(^ most systematie^ method. I quite admit it — I have not, 
sugg(‘.stod that we should not preK^eed district by district. What I have 
suggested is that in c^aeh dislricd. there are a larg('. number of i)opulous areas — 
comparatively mf)r(‘ populous than other areas, ''rakc' up the comj)arati vely 
morc^ 1‘opulous areas and try the (^x])eriment at any rat e in sonu^ of such areas 
and compare the results with your own methofl. Tliat is all T ask for, 
b(‘caus(^ my la^solul ion, (wen if aftceptod, will mean t lu' formation of union 
committees in something like one-eighth f)r om^-tcuith of the total area. 

I do not claim that my suggestion is necessarily belter than tin; method 
followed by th(' G()vernmen|;. I df) believe' tlu'ia^ is no sediool as t he sfdiool of 
experi(‘ne(^ and if tiu' past results hav(‘, not Ix'en ve ry satisfaf'tory do not 
foIIf)w tliai med hod, but, give the other method a trial as wedl and then form 
your own judgment. I am glad to lu'.ar that in the^ districts of Dacca and 
flangpur theun' have' bc'cn gratifying results. N(‘xt to Jlowrali, which I believe^ 
has a d(‘nsity of about 1,850 to tln^ sepian^ mih', Dacuaa is om^ of the; most 
populous of districts. It is a district where a larg(* numbe r e)f hhadralrxjs still 
re'side*. in tlie villages. It is also a elistrict t o whi(di much atl entie)n has be^e'u 
]xnd by the' District Administration (V)nimittef' as alse) by the' Government. 
Mh'll, if the re'sults have Ix'e'ii gratifying in Dacc^a it. is (‘crtainly a matte'r 
for congratulation, but that is no re'aHe)n why the' ot he'r ('Xpeudment she)uld nol 
b(* trie'd. say in Howrah. Now, as rf'gards liangpur, 1 wouhl venture to mako 
a slire’wd guess. 1 may be^ \vre)ng, but. 1 know that t lie' ( 'ollector of t.lie' 
elist rict. is e'lithusiast ic in t he* mat!e>r anel it may 1)0 t hat his e'uthusiasm had 
some't hing to elo witli this satis factoi’y result . 4du^ limit eel success in Dace'a 
and liangpur ought, not to stand in the way of a trial of my suggest ion in 
other districts e)r in eliffereiit localities of the said two districts. 

IMy Lord, my hon’ble friend has asked ns te) wait till the* Dill is intro- 
duee'd. May I sugg(>st that the* consieleratie)n e)f this resolution be pe)stponeMl 
lor say six months for the' r(*ason that after the Dill is passe'el we may have* 
an opi eertunit.y of discussing this matt('r. 1 do ned \vish to press tin' 
re'solutieai if that assurance is given.” 


Tlu' Hon4)le Sii^ S. P. Sinha said : — 


‘‘ 1 can give the assurance if that assurance will satisfy the Hon’Mc 
Me'ml)er that this matter will receive the continuous attention of Governme ni 
both before the Dill is passed and after the^ Rill is passed and any sugg^ J"" 
tions Iroin my hon’ble friend in the meantime will receive our earnest 
consideration.” 



1 91 8.] Iff^SoIut:^)tS. 

Mr, Provash Chxmder Mttier : Ihu Molivndnx Chandra Mitra Bahadur 

The Hon’hle Mh. Pk<)VAS!i (Tiundkk Mittki; said : — 

‘‘ In tlja< view, J do iiol want to pmss tliis rest)liition." 

ddie n^solution was tljini, l»y h^ave of the Pia^sidcMil, willidrawn 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. II. 

d'he Hon’bli^ Kai Mahknuka (^iandka Mikka IJahaohi: Fno\,M| ih,. 
following resolution : — 

/ 

ddiis (a)niK*il leeoininends lotJje (Jovernor in (’oimumI that — 

{a) provision he made in tln^ Hndgc't for the apj)oint inent of 17 Dislriet 
aerieultiiral oHie(‘rs for each of ( lj(‘ disl riet s in the rresidrne\' 
of Bengal, wljtoa^ tljt ia* is noin* at pr<‘senl, and 
(/>) tlj«^ nee(‘ssary amount he taken out of the grant pro\ idi* 1 in the 
Budget f<_>r the acquisition of land in conin'clion with llu' 
partition of Mynunisingli. 


J le said : — 

My Lord, in spite of a dislocation in business rind financial ar)-ang(‘“ 
nients caused by tln^ war which has hemi ('inharrassing for some tinn' past 
lo tin; export trade of our (Country, it is a matter of go'af satisfaction to note 
that 1 h(‘ llon’hh* Sir William Mi'yei* has rightly ohscisod in his linancial 
stat.tummt for IDlS-lh that ‘ oui* satisfactory rev(*nu(^ positiim is largel\' dm^ 
to favoural)h‘ agricuilt ural (mndit ions.’ Again h(‘ remarks that ‘the very 
favourahhi agri(‘ul( u ral condit ions^ which India has i njoyed liave mort‘ l ban 
count tu'halanci^d t he prlntd jaciu unfa voural>h‘ fact.oi*s ’ refei red to in tJie 
Budged. Other h(\'ids ol n^venm* undm’ Posts and I’eh ‘gra| »hs and Lx' ise 
which slioW matei-ial inci’case are owing to favourahh' agricult-u ral conditions 
Idnur results an‘ re{h‘(ded in tin' still further advan<*e <)f railway < ainings 

Th(‘ agricultural industry is, un< lou ht ( m I ly, the most impoilant in oiii 
<*ount.ry, (‘inploying hy far t in* largest number of our ( ount i yim n, ami 
pr<»viding fotwl su])pli('K and raw pro<lucts, su<'h as cotton, jute ami imlijo, 
that are of gia^at. imjiortama* in times of pi^aci' as wa ll as in timoof war 
1 1 is sn rjirising that (uir btmign ( lovnumnient are not doing much lor the 
agriculture to increase* the* ])ro iuc-tivity of the land and also t.o inerease t lie 
income^ of tlu^ cultivators who are now not in piospm’ous eon<li(i<»n. It has 
b<^en ant lioi'it ativtdy stated re(‘ent.ly in the columns <»f the hdufliHliiuau 
that, ‘ it is nrit too mucdi t,o say that, in tin* war that is now being waged 
Oermany has ch'riva^d incalculable assistan(*(* from the sejent ific d(*\tdopment 
of he*r agricu It u ral resources. d’he agricul t ural (rhemist has so imj)ro\’ed land 
of poor (piality lik(^ sand-duiu's and moor*land, by treating it with potash or 
substances containing phosphoiai! acnl, and by planting it, witli cro]»s that 
gather nitrogen from th(^ air, that in 20 years (iermany has been able to 
increase* tlu^ yield of })otat(H 3 s in tons per aert^ by hS jHa' ccuf. and wheat by 
fiO j)ur re?it. But this is the common exf)erien(‘(5 of (!ountries fiiat, run 
agriculture on business limes, and tier soomu’ I he ( iovernment lormulat (‘s an 
agricultural policy and cari'ies it, out the* l)t‘tt(*r will it be (or the staple 
industry of India.’ 

Mr. Smith, Beput}^ Director of Agnculiun*, Ihuigal, rightly makes the 
following remarks in t he Annual Iu‘ports of Lxpert oHie’ci’s of the l)e[)art,men t, 
oi Agricult-uia*, Bengal, for the year emiing MOth dam*. 1917, page .9 

from the work that has been done l>y each Assocaalion in tdie past,, I am 

Convinced that when an agricultural ollicer has b(a*n app()inted to lach 

district, each Association will become the c<aitre for it^al work. I und(‘rstand 
bom the Annu d Report of tln^ Agricultural I)c|)artment tliat district agricul* 
fural officers have now been appointed to tlui following districts, viz., 

Dacca, Mymensingh, Faridpur, Bakarganj, Idppera, Noakhali, Pal>na, Malda 
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Kan^pur, Bogra, 21-Parganas, Bankura, iiirbhiim and Mi<lnaporo. ft is a 
matt(3r of great surprise that the r(;st of the districts in our province is still 
without district agricultural oflicers. I find in the Civil Budget estimate 
that ])rovisIon lias been nuuh' for three* such officers, but I fail to understand 
why provision hns not been made for the rest of the districts for the develop- 
ment and propter supervision of this most important industry. 

My Lord, I am not prepanid to touch on the desirability or otherwise 
of partitioning tln^ district of Mymensingh. But 1 am in a position to show 
by a conijiaralave statenicmt tlu^ jiositlon of othc^r districts. 

My Lord, in 1899, the proposal for 1 he partition of the district of Mymen- 
singh was revivcMl in conm^ction with Mr. Savage’s enquiry on the notoriety 
of the district for outrages on women, d’he proposal was, ho\v(‘V(‘r, ri^jectt^d 
by rL)V(u*nm(mt on gi*ounds of expense*. 

At. the pr(iS(‘rit <]ay th(‘re is no riason to suppos(* that outrages on 
wonH‘n an* more f;ommon hen* than in other districts. 

‘ gr(*at majority of petty triininal (•as(*s have their oiigln in land 
<lispuies, although t hey iift.en appi'-ar under the guist* of rescuing cattle from 
t he jiounds or ])(d ty assault s ’ ] lagt * 1 2 1 , District (5aZ(‘tteer of Mymen- 

singh, by Mr. l\ A. Sachse, i.(\s., Kdition of 1917). 

1 (juote t.lu' following ligui'es Irom tin' lv(^])ort. of tin* Distrud Admimsti*a' 
tion ( lommil ])agt> 39, for considt'rat ion of You r Kxet*lh‘ney’s (hjunciland 
the t iibular st ati nnuil s will s)>eak for t h(‘ms(‘l vc*s : — 

Otl'cnc*(‘s r(‘]) 0 !*U‘d to Courts — 


M^ommsingh 



24-Barganas 



Cases ti’ied by Magistrates- 


( >1 

and K'viHioi's 

Mymensingh 

ILStM 


2LBarganas 

3L2S1 

2t!S 

Number of witin'sses examined by Magistrates- 

— 


Mymensingh 



2LBarganas 


17,^4 1 

(Uilhnd.or's cori(‘sp(UKh‘n(‘t‘ - 



IsHIIOs. 

Mymensingh 

33,899 


21-Parganas 

3>9A91 


Total Land Kevenue — 


Jis. 

Mymensingh 



21-Parganas 


i7,ys,L>r)(; 

(lovernment Lstates — 

An^a. 


Uevunut;. 

Ks. 

Mymensingh (17*1 sq. miles 


1,()!),!»S7 

21-Parganas 1G3 scj. miles 


3,9(5, 

Number of Municipalities — total income — 


During l‘nr> IG 

Ks. 

Mymensingh (S) 

. * * 

1,04,357 

24-Parganas (23) 


11,57,501 


My Tjord, from the abov(3 statement, it appears that then^ is no imnn‘di^itt 
necessity for partitioning this district. 
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My Lorcl^U may lu* necessary ti> liavt' i)art it ion of Jistriias for adminiH- 
trative convenience, hut it is a mai ttn* for tlie c^msidorat ion of tin* tJouneii 
whotljer nuch kind of work niay not l»e jxwi pone 1 and due atteipion ^j^ivini 
to the eucourag'innent of ai>Ti(‘nU nral pursuits. With l.lnso ohsm- val lt)ns 
[ eomniend this resolution <o th«‘ acaa^ptanei^ of this ( \>iin(‘il.’' 


The Ilon’hle Mk. HeA'ison said : — 

“My Lord, I do not f)ropose to follow the lIon’hK' Mtunher into a discus- 
sion ro^ardin^ the desiral)ility or olh('rvvis(‘ of partitioninir the distiict of 
MynieiiHin^h and the dt‘sii-al)ility or* otlieiwist^ of atapiirin^ land for that 
purpo8i‘ in thiwjoniin^ year. Wh' havi* debated the (piestion of tlie partition 
of Myinensin^h vea*y fully on ])i*i'vious oc?easions in this house and w(‘ an* 
^oini^ to d(d>at(* it a^ain in Ui*solut ion No. XX, when it will lx* e.KainiinxI as a 
straight issuer I |)rot>ose, ther(d’ore, in eoninu*tion with the |)rt‘s(nit rt‘solutioii 
to conliiii^ inysell to tlie suhje<;t mentaonod tht‘r*inn, iianu'ltj. tin* appoi nt.nnuit 
of district a^ricnilt ural oHic(U*s. I can assure tin* hon’hh* ^^(uil hunan and tin* 
house that wt; an^ already (‘irdea vou rin^ to providt* a dist i ici, a^i ieull ural 
otH(a^r for eV(U'y distric*t in tin* jirovinee. We H(‘nt up a s(‘henm l.o this tdfe(*l 
as lon^ ago as 1911, during tlie time of tin* I^astern Bengal and Assam 
(iovernnnmt. The (LiverniinMit of India thoroughly ap))i*e(*iateii tin* s(*heine 
and they ask<xl us to intr’od uei' it, in tin* lirst. instainM*, on an exper imental 
basis. We did so; and wt^ gr*adually appoinlel nin<* distr*i(‘l agr*ieul I ural 
officers. Quilts n'fJentJy, in ( )(*tob(‘r* 1917, we wrolt* up to the ( io\'er*nmenl of 
India and told thmn whal^ wi* had done and assart'd llnnn that tin* t xpt rirnerrt, 
was getting on in a most satisfactor-y manin'i*. Wts I Inn’efort*, ashttl them to 
sanction t in* intro luetiori of <listri(*t agrieu lt,u ral olliet'i s in e\'t*r y distr iel 
ihroughout the pr*o\dn<a‘. Wi* assur*(x| them t.lnit, for two i*(x'isons, we did not 
mt(Uid t-o mahe all t-lnwippoirrliinml s in one year. In the lirst j)laet' it was 
necessai'y to look about and to gtd oHietu's of tin* r*ight stamp bt'fore appoint- 
ing them. In tln^ next plact*, it waas an important par*l of l.htt seht'iin* to 
establish district farms wherr* t.ln^ ollicers could test agr*ieuh u r’.'il improve' 
nnmts before recomm(*nd ing them t-o th(* raiyats. d'iie (iovi rnnient of India 
have*- sanctioinal our* scheme and havM* sanetiom'd oiir proposals for* introlnemg 
it. As n*<gards tln^ cjidre and its exjiansion, I do not t hink that t in* II(*nd)le 
M(*mber Iras got tin* i*ight figur*es. At. pr’i-sent, theri* are dist,ri(!t s ; we 
hav(*. already appointixi 12(listri(‘t onic(*rs and W(^ intt'ird toajrpoint live more 
in tin; coming yc^ar. That will bring tin; numb(M* up to 17, and there will 
tlion remain (aily nine districts. W(* hope that in tin* <‘our*s(^ of a lew y(*ars 
(say h (^r 6 yevu’S at tin; most) thes(* niin* disli*icts will be jn'ovid(;d with lire 
officers whom the llon’bh* iM(mib(*r (h*sires arnl whom this (Jovernment 
desires as much as In^ do(;H. I hope that, in these (u reunrsl anei*s. In* will not 
l>ress his resolution, but will wor*k along with ( J ov«*i*ri nn 'iit to bring about our 

common object.” 


Jdio Hon'ble Mu. Keku said : — 

“My Lord, J do not projrose to go into the gene*r*al (|neslaoii of the 
partition of tin; district of Mynn*nsingh, bt*cause, as tin* Hon ble Mr. Beats<>n 
Hell has remarked, this matt(*r will (;onK; up at a latm* stage of this 
debate. But as the Hon’bh; Kai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Ikihadur has given 
the Council certain statistics, it is d<^sirablc that I should suppleiinmt tlnun, 
Cf course, it is well known that statistics in skilful hands (;an be madt; to 
prove anything; but the statistics which 1 shall give will, I think, show in a 
^^onclusive manner, how extremely urgc?it the necessity of f»artitioning 
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MyiiiynHingl) really is. The area of the Mymensingh district is 6,2-19 square 
miles. It is far the largest district in this part of India. Its population in 
1911 was millions ; it is now probably over 5 millions. In 1873, the area 
of the district was the same, but the jjopulation was less than millions. 
In other words, the population has doubled during the last 4b years. The 
work of the district oflieer has far more than doubled. The most striking 
j)roor of this is perhaps that in 1873 the number of pleaders in the district 
was only 52. I here an; now more than 400 pleaders and barristers in tlu' 
district, besides 384 mukhtars and 96 revenue agents. Most of these gentle- 
men, I hope, are earning a cumfortablo living, and it can lie imagined what 
these figures mean in the way of increase of work in the courts and public 
oflices of the district. 'I'his increase is reflected in the increase' of staff. I will 
not weary tlie Council by giving the detailed figures, bu( in every de|iartnient, 
civil, revenue and criminal, the staff has more than doubled since 1870. As 
the District Administration Committee remarked, either the work of tlu' 
district oflieer at Mymensingh, in 1873, was ridiculously light, or it is now 
intoh'rably heavy. We know from (experience that (he work of a disi rict 
containing a ])o|iulation of millions is liy no means light. 'I'lie work is 
(jui(.e as much as any district officer can cope with. The only possible con- 
clusion, tlu'i-efore, is that for many years past the district officer of Mymon- 
siiigh has been intolerably overworked, or rather that the burchm vvhiiih has 
been Jilaced upon him is more than he can discharge. As the llon’ble 
Mc'inber has shown, there are of. hot districts m t his I’rf'sidencj' in which 
things are nearly as bad, but we are not concc'rm'd with them at [iresiint,. 

I fie (piest.ion lu'fore the (hiuiicil is whet. her t.he partal.ion of Myim'iisingli c-i 
iK'cessary or not, and to thus, I think, there can only be one answt'r.’ 


Tim H on’bU^ Rai Maiiknuka (Jiiandka Mrn:A Hahaihik said : — 


“My Lord, With ivfrri^nc'o t(» ohsi'rval ions ina(J(‘ by tlir Ilon’ble 

Mr. lU^aliSon lUAl who has said that Idiero is ov(‘ry chance ol* apjxiintin^* lh(\S(' 
agricultural oHicaM-s within a very short time, I hav(‘ vm-y little to say. So 
tar as I (!an gatluM* rrt»ni his reply, st*vm-al oHi(a‘rs art' to bt‘ appointiul. 1 
thought it n(‘c(‘ssary to bring to th(^ not ictw)!’ the (hjuncii that tlu‘S(‘ agricul- 
tural oilicei's should bt' apjiointed at- this stagie As has Ixhui alrt\ady staiiul 
by the llon’blc Member in chai'gc that there is a likelihofnl of tlu'Se oHitu rs 
being appointful within a short time, that is, within about three or four years, 
J do not ju’ess my resolution. I enttu’tain tin' hope that thesis oHicM'rs will do 
good work in tin* Agricultuix' Department who, to my mind, arc not now 
doing satisfactory work owing to the shortness of stafi. 


Witli regard to the observations made by the lloidble Mr. Kerr, J submit 
t hat the figures whicdi 1 have (]Uoted were (‘ompihwl by me from the jiublished 
i-(‘cords. VV\‘ have not act'ess to the Government records in office, but wc 
gather our figures from the printed papers or re[)orts ; I have referred 
to the rt^porl from whi(‘h I hav^e c-ollecti'd tht^ various stateiiumts which 
I put before the (kmncil. As J said, 1 am neither in a position nor have I any 
dtisire to S(‘arch for records, for the fiat lias gone forth that the partition of 
Mymensingh is to be efleeded. ]kit what 1 do say is this that t he acquisition 
ol land in connection with the | artition may be postponed till after tlie war 
IS ovt*r. d'hat is the vit'w whit^h 1 entertain and that is the view which 1 
thought it necessary to bring before th(> (hmncil. In view of the assurance 
given by the Hond)le Mr. Bt^atson Bell, an assurance which 1 caniud overlook 
I think, under tin* circumstances, 1 must withdraw my resolution.” 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. Itl. 

Tlio Hon’blt; Rai Mahkndka (Jhandka Mitka Hahadi k tlir lollou inu- 

res olut ion : — 

This Council rocomniciuls lo IIk^ Governor in (-<»un(*il lliat — 

(n) sait;il)I(^ provisions lu‘ niadt' in Um' Budget for — 

(/; I he Tropical School ; 

(//) consfrinM ion of i ht'ncw Kyc^ Hospital ; and 

(///) neci^ssary cont rihution towards tdc' (roust nn*! ion ol an (xton 
sion of the 'Propural School i>uildinL»- to pi'ovido fnj an 
I nst it nt,(‘ <)f lly^itnu' ; and 

(/>) ldi(' n(‘C(‘ssary amount Ik' takini out of i Inr ^rant |)i ovided m i ln‘ 
Bnd^'crt for tin* accjuisition of land in conmuMion with tin* parti- 
tion of Mynumsin^h. 

He said : — 

i\ly Lord, 1 do not wisli to put. forward ar^ununits in support of iny 
resolut ion Ix^causir so far as the last part of my la solution is (M)ne.n*ned I ha\ (' 
already hron^lit it, t.o t.ln^ notdet*, of t.h(‘ (\»uncil. With re;xard to the (irsl part 
of my larsolulion 1 suhinit that it is hardly inuarssary to stat(‘ that th(‘y are very 
us(^ful insi itul ions. And I think t hat no spiax h or ar*;^unr-mt is neei ssar t o 
support iny resolution wlnddi sp(5aivs for itstdf and 1 (‘omiiK'nd it for the 
consideration. of tin* Council.” 

ddnr Hon blt' Siu IIknky Wjikklkk said : — 

‘‘Sir, tdnr Hon’hlo Member’s larsolution raiS(>s tliematlfo’ of t.hr«‘e projisrts 
alrout tin* utility of which t lnn*e is no diirorencr^ of oirinimi hirf woen us. Wd' 
an* all riL^reed that tlnry aia* most hen(*fi<rial and tin* soomn* they aiar e.arrnd 
out th(i hotter, TInr question of provision for tinnn In tin* Budget, turns 
rath(‘r on practical possi I rilllad^s and tlndr d(»sirahilil y in comparison with other 
sfdn^mes. i will take them Sf’riatitn and briefly (h^serihe t in' position, and m 
tin' li^lit. of my remarks 1 trust Hrni’bh' M<*miM‘rs will he satistirMl that 
any altt^ration of t.ln* Ihid^id in this rt'spi^ct. is unin'ccssary. 

In the first, placid, tin* Tropical School is an ac(rorn]>l ished fact , the 
luiildinu^ is alr(‘a<ly standing in (>\’ilcutta (and a v('!*y fine huildin^ n is), 
nnna'Iy awaitin.^ e(pnf)m(;nt and jiroh^ssorial stafh I Jnfortu natrdy, owin^^ to 
the war, W(* can inutlnn* ; w<; shall have* to wait until after the war- hrdore 
tln^s(dlool can start on its successful career and t.ln^se deficieanud's can he 
niadr^ ^o(k 1. f^ven if W(; put mon(\y in the Bud^ei. for this purpose we could 
not s])end it. 

As rc'^ards the Institute of Hy^^'iene, plans and (fstimates lor that a r-e at 
pi'estmt Ixdn^ [irt'par'i'd, and We hav<‘ hofui |u'<>niised a (;on tri hut nai of one 
lakh from tin* Indian Iu 3 sear<di Fuinl Association, which — if We take tin 
probable cost of the sedamn* to ho 'J lakhs — will amount to hal f I ht* cost 
We naturally intend t.o avail ourstdves of this offer, and that is one, iMason 
why we are not. likely to he. n^rniss in endeavouring^ tr> hrin^ this institution 
into being ; another good I’cason is in ord(‘r that we (;an make use* of t lu' 
s(M'vices of Sir Lr'onard Rrigf'rs, to whos(* (mergn^s and siuaiessful fdforts in 
st'curing contributions from various gfUH'rous doiKrrs, the d ropical Scln)o| is 
HO much indedrted. We cannot hojie. to kf'Cp Sir Lf'onard Rogers with us for 
ever, and W(‘ wish to start tin* Institute of Hygiern^ while Ire is still in 
Calcutta. Tliere is, ther(Tore, ev(*ry ground f<»r getting this schenu* started 
as soon as we can, hut there arc practical difficulti(*H about tln^ site, whirdi 
involve the r(*inoval of the existing morgue, and these we )jO|K* to tackle in 
the current year, thus clearing the ground for th(3 erection oi tin; building 
Bubsoquontly, 
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Finally, the Eye* Hospital, it is true, is a very desirable work. It is 
unfortunaif4y exjK^nsivc* ; the (estimate of cost which was prepared in 11)16 
was just under Us 9 lakhs We have, howev('r, made a be^^innin^ ; we 
acquinnl land at a cost of about 3 lakhs in 1916, and when it was represcuited 
this year that that area would probably be insufficient, we have acquiriHl 
additional land this year also. Uut I am afraid, that the actual building must 
stand over for the ])resent ; Wc; are already S])tuiding a great deal in various 
otlu'r directions on Calcutta hospitals, for (example, the Medical College 
sin vant-s’ quarUus and tln^ s(*rvants’ quarters at tin* Cani|>bell Hospital, and 
thf^ Ey(i Hospital must wait until a inon*, favourable. opj)ortunIt y, probably 
after tlu' war. There is ev(n*y inttuition of carrying it through, but 1 hope that 
in lh(*. light of these remarks, tin* Hon’bh' Memb(>r will not press his 
resolution.” 

Tlie, Hon’bl(‘. Uai Maiiknoka (hiANouA Mrj'KA Bahadur said : — 

‘'My Loi'd, with rebne'nce to the obs(Mvations niad(‘ by th(' Hon’bh' 
Memlx'r in (diarge, I subiriil t hat this qu(‘Sl.i()n ought, to hav(' ])ref(n-ence ;ind 
that money should be sp(uit on it first rather t-lian for tlu' acquisition (jf land 
in e.oniu'ction with th(‘, ])artition of Mynumsingh. Wduddier lu’efennce sliould 
!)(' given to this or that, is a question which the (council would decide. My Lord, 
I do not, stand u])on a higluu* )>laiK^ ; 1 stand upon a lowiu* i)laiu', but (unui 
standing on t he low(‘r plan(\ 1 submit foi- tin* consi(b‘rat ion of the (!ouncil 
the (]uestion as to which pref(‘r<nicc‘ sliould b(^ givoui — tlie dcm.ands of 
humanity or r('gard for adininistrat-ivu' work. If juadercmci' is given to tin- 
ac(piisition ofland,th(m I stand upon a higln r jdane. And in this view o| 
the cas(% I pr(*ss tln^ resolution for tlu' consideration of tlu' (x»uneil.” 

Idle motion was then put and lost. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. IV. 


1di(‘ pKKSiDEN’i' said : — 

“ Owing tr) |)r(‘ssure of busim^ss of a semi-official kind, whicli In' cannot 
avoid, tlu^ Hoidbh^Mr. 1\ (d. Mit ter cannot mov(^ his ri'solution now. Under 
th('St‘ (‘ircumst,anc(»s, I have consi'iited to postj^oiu' the moving of the* next 
la'solution (Item ISo. IV in tin* Appi'inlix totin' List, of Ibisiness) until lain 
in the day. Tht' Hon’bb' Hr Nilratan Sarkar will now move his rescdutioii 
(item No* V).” 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. V. 

The Hon’bh'i Du. Nidkatan Sakkau movtal tln^ following resolution : — 

This (h>uncil recommends to the (lovornor in (h)uncil that — 

(a) a ^uni (»f Rs. 1,50, 000 be, allotted for works rexiuired for the sanitaiy 
iniprovtuiHUit of t lie Sibpur Engin('(>ring (h)ll(‘ge. piannisc's ; and 
(/;) the c'xpendituri'. be iind. out of t lu' sum of Ks. 6,50.000 pro 
vided for land acquisition, Myniensingh ]>arlition. 


H(' said : — 

“My Lrin loi le Sibpur Engineering (Jollege has been in (‘Xistence on it^ 
presiuit site ff)r about tln^ last 40 yt'ars. But tin* sanitary condition of the 
place has been a troublesome question during this long pt'ricxl At one time 
it was vi'ry bad ; it is better now, and malaria, tyj)lioid fever and dysentery 
are not so common now-a-days as they wcu’c ton years ago. Some improvement 
has umloubtedly been made, but much more remains to bo done. My Lord, 
(ho Government mind has passed through different stage's of indecision 
regards the question as to whether the College should be retained in its 
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prosont site or not — and ] do not. l>eliovo that (JovvrnincnJ is (‘t^rlaiii about it 
as yet — there was apropoBal at one tinn^ for removin^r <1,,. OoUoiro to llanchi 
on, amongst otfiers, sanitary prrouiidH. Tlien then^ was anoi})i>r |)ro|>osal, vix.. 
that of sellinir the Collo^?e premises to the Tort (Joininissioners ; ami om> of 
the alleged grounds for taking that stop was tlu^ bad sanitary eondition of the 
l(X?ality and removing the College to Dacca. 1 hope t hat *tlu‘ (Sovermnent 
has now seen* the necessity of having a higlun- gradi> Enginei‘ring Colh^ge in 
or somewhere near Calcutta and tliat, in spite of the fact that a s(M*ond scIkhvI 
of engineering may be necessary at Dacca. 1 do not know what tln^ recoin- 
ineiKlation of the Industrial (commission will be in this eonnia;tion. I kmov 
the decision of the Oovcnaimont will l)e vin-y mud) inilih'in'ed by Iho opinitui 
of that (commission. Hut at the sann^inu^ we b'el that ihtuads a necessity 
of having a higher gradt^. Kngineering (hdh'ge in or in^ar (Calcutta ; and if an 
Knginoering College is to be maintained in or about (Calcutta, we cannot 
think of a better site than the present om'. Tlnna' is no n ason vvliy this site 
could not he improved and made as good as any in the town or at a)iy otinu' 
place near it, provided that funds Ix' fortln'orning. 1 know tliere are some 
dilliculti(^s, but there are none that cannot be i-eimulied or reinoveil. 
The most promiiumtof the diflicult ies is f he existiana' of t lie Howrah trendiing- 
grouiid in tin' neighbourhood of tln^ Colh'go. Tl)is 1 remdiing'-groiind must 
1)0 removed from that site sooin'i* or lat<u- ; anil I li()i)e tln^ llowral) 
Munici]>ality will not only see the di'sirabilily, but also tin' urgi'iit niHa^ssity 
of removing that Bource of nuisama^ from tin; neighhourlnxMl of one of 
our largest Colleges in Hongal. No doubt this will entail an additional 
amount of yearly expenditure upon that municipality, but I am afraid 
t liat this cannot be Indjjcd. As n'ganls improviuinuit s in giun'ial sanitation 
tliere are many items on which improvminuits an' ro<iuired and t in' Sanitary 
(commissioner lias insjiected the site with a vii'vv to report- on tin> matter. 4 
believe a v<’ry large sum will bo required, but 1 t hink that wit h a lakh ainl 
fifty thousand a beginning may l)e- made as soon as t, he Sanitary ( M)mmissioin‘r 
submits his ri;port to (irovornment. This matti'r is urgent and I think the 
partition of the district of Mymensingh may wail foranotin'r yi'ai. Cm-lainly 
the iinpnwcinent of sanitation of om; of the most importiinl. (colleges ijj Bengal 
should, from one point- of vdew, be considenMl as a nioiT ingml matt or than tlie 
partition of a ilistrict.” 


Tin; Hon’blc Mu. O’M alley said . — 

“My Lord, then; are two ditlieultio.s in the w;iy of 1 1 ovi'irinamt accepting 
this resolution. The first is that (government has an yet re-e('ived no sidienn; 
for till* sanitary improvement of the- Sibpur College. 1 ser that the ilun ble 
Mover has i^roposed to provide a sum of Rs. 1^ lakhs, with which In 
considers that a beginning might bi* made ; but we have at present, no 
scheme Ixdore. us and we do not know what anioiuit will be inax^ssiuy lor 
tile purpose, ddie second dltliculty, my Lord, is that if t his resolution he 
acce-pted, it will jirojudge- the long debate*! ipiestion wlietlnn* tins (cijllege 
is to be rotaiiKid on its prt'Serit site or transferred elsewheri'. Idn; Hon bh' 
Dr. Nilratan Sarkar has briefly sk(;tched the history ol that, and it is not, 
lU'-cessary for mo to enter into it in detail. Idn* (jiK^stion was raised ahoul 
LH years ago — in 1905 — and two years lat(*r a definite scherm; was submitted 
to the Government of India for tlu' sale of tin* proj)orty to t-be Port (^ommis* 
sionors and for the removal of the (College to Ranchi, on ae-e-ount ol the 
nnhealtbinesH of the site. Ji was then said that inuthen* tlie studmits nor 
the staflF could work satisfactorily in such cinu vating climate. About 4 year s 
^go the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray iuovimI a resolution in this (youncd 
b> the effect that the proposal to abolish the Civil Knginoering College at Sil;- 
pur be dropped and that the (Jollogo might bo oil her r*etaiiiod at Sibpur or, if 
the present site was considered unsuitable, bo removed to a suitable site 
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in Calcutta or its iiuinodiatc uoighhourhood, or oIbo be made a branch 
of the propo8(*d 4'echnol optical Institute in Calcutta. The debate ended 
in the resolution bein^ withdrawn on the understanding]^ that the question 
of the training to b(} afforded to (hvil Enp^ineers could not be completely 
dealt with and settled, so far as the Government of Bengal was con- 
cerned, until the report of the Public Services Commission was received. 
The report of the Pul)lic Sorvic(vs Commission has been publislied ; and last 
year Government asked Dr. Bentley to make a thorough sanitary survey 
of th(3 Sibpur site, so that the question whether the site was really healthy 
or unhealthy might be decided once and for all. 

As tJio llon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar has said, of lat(‘ yt^ars, so far as can 
be seen, the health of Sibpur has gn^atly improved. Th(*re being so many 
contradictory statements about its luialthiness and unhealthiiu'ss, wt3 thought 
it our duty to take expert sanitary advice and find out what t In^ exact state of 
things was. Dr. Bmith^y was .asked to report whether the site, was unduly 
unhe.althy ; if so, whether th.it unhc'altliincss could bi^ renuHlied, and if it 
(iould be rem(‘di(‘d, by what me.ans, c.^., by improving tln^ drainage or waten- 
supply, and al^ what cost. Dr. Bentl(‘-y Ijas not y(3t btum abh^ to submit his 
report ; but I understand that we sh.all receive it veny sliortly. 1 believe that 
he takes a favourabh‘ view of Sibpur, and that he considers that if certain 
improvements can be made, such as introducing an efficient sc vvcragi^ systcun, 
nuiking arrangements for an adc‘qiiat(', vvat(u*-supply, and .also bettta* arrangc^- 
ments for tln^ trenching-ground, to which the Hon’bh^ Mov(>r has referred, 
Sibpur can be m.ade thoroughly In^althy. Whem Govenimmit receives the 
report, tl](\v purpose to come to a final decision as to wli(*tlier t In' (h>ll(*g(3 shall 
be retaincnl at its present sit(i and developed. From vvliat 1 have mentioiHHl 
of Dr. Bentley’s enquiries, I think the (/oumn’l may anti(npat(‘ that there will 
b(^ a favouralde v(^rdict as n'gaials I lu' Inaal thin('ss of the' site. Should it thi'n 
b(', d(‘.cid(‘d that tlio College*, noeuf not b<* ri*inoved, Gove'rnnu'nt is larady to 
take up any improveunents t hat may bi* consider(*d mau^ssary. 1 would ask 
the Hon’blo Mcanber loacct'.pt this assuran(*e and consider whether in t,hes(‘ 
circumstanca^s he wishes to ]>ress this resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Dk, Nilka i an Sakkau said : — My Lord, in vit^vv of the 
assurance 1 have* rc'Ceived from the Hon’bh^ Mr. O’Malh^y, I ask for pc'.rmission 
to withdraw t his resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by le.ave of the Ihesident, wilhdrawm. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. VI. 


ddie flon’bh' Dk. Nij.uatan Sakkak moved the following ra^solution : — 
d’his Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a sum of Ks. 2,()(),()0() non-recurring and Us. 18,000 recurring Ik' 
allotted for the purpose of extending and im])roving the 
laboratories of the Mechanical and Electrical Engineering 
Departments of the Sibpur Engineering College .and also 
for strengthening the teaching staff concerned for tin 
purpose of raising the departments to the University standard ; 
and 

{b) the non-recurring expenditure be met out of the sum of Rs. 6,64.000 
provided for the construction of buildings, Midnapore partition ; 
and the recurring expenditure be met out of the sum of 
lls. 47,61,000 provided fof Police force under District Police 
force. 
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He said : — 

“ My Lord, the level of the engineering: edueation has generally luMni 
accepted as thi‘ index <o tln^ industrial position of a eoiintiy ( hronghoul < he 
world. With regard to India which is a part ol a great Kinie re ( lie position 
is somewhat different in this resj>tH‘t as \vt‘ havt' htuni liitherlo di awing, so far 
as our supply of higher class engiruHus was conem-ntMl, I roin (Ireal Hritain and 
other countries. Hut the circuinstanees have idiangt'd and are const ant ly chang- 
ing for India. Tln^ niechani(‘al engiiKMU-ing class(‘S of the Slhpur Hngiin'tning 
College were started in the yt‘ar 1880 and the idei'l rl(\al engiinn ring classes 
have becui in existence for tin* last 20 yiiars. Huring tliesi* years Ihesi* 
(dasses have traiinnl a siuall nuinher of ine(*hanu\al and td(u*t ri(?al osan seers. 
Matriculated students an^ adinittiHl into tlies<* classes who take training for 
years when tht^y pass ari {*xa]iiination and afti*r that tln^y pass a y(;ar in the 
workshops for pra(d-ical ta*aining and then t ln‘y go out a^ incclian i(;al ami 
idectrical overseer-s. ddn‘y are a vt‘ry iist‘ful <dass of in(*n in t heir own way, 
hut I think tin* time has changed vvlnm only that (dass of intni were 
r(‘(iuired. A demand for a higlnn* (dass of (‘nginc«*rs has hcmi suddt*nly 
cri^attid somewhat hy tin* new (iondit.ions that havi* luMm hrought about hy tin* 
war. On the oin* hand, somt*i of our industries an^ multiplying i*apidly. Only 
during tin* last two months three factories — tw^i tanning and one iron and 
steel making — havc^ he(m laumdnHl w'lth a (‘apital of over t wai (.'rori's of rn|>e(<s. 
ddn^se and ollnu’ similar industries that will eome into exiHt(‘ne(' during tin* 
iu‘xt few years will r(‘(juir(' a largt^ snpjily of wa ll-trairnHl nnu^hanieal ami 
eh'ctrieal (‘ngineers. On tin' otln*r hand, wa* iimi that the H()ni(*es from which 
W(* wore hitln*rto drawing our sup}>li(^s for tin* last 10 or hO yc^ars are 
restricted foi’ at haast a few yiaars after the war. All tln si* (‘onditions hava* 
c!reat(Ml a neciJS^ity for training a liigln*!* class id enginei'is here. My fjord, 
tin* days of training hy tln^ ruh^ of thumh have passed away for iwer. Now-a- 
days the idcaa of training nnadianical and elect ri<-al laignieers in t his way 
appears to he quite* olisolett^ to most minds. d'heor(‘t leal instruct ion ol a 
very high ord(*r must ht* eouiihul with practical work for training laaally 
qualih<*d me(‘li*aiii(aal and (df*etrieal (uigiinau's. ddn^ ])rohlems ol meidianicial 
and (dec! ideal (*ngin(a‘rliig can only he ta(rkle<l hy im‘ii who have got a ivally 
high h‘vel of prt'liminary scient iiicoupiipment Ixdori* (^ommeneing t he meidia- 
nical and ^*h*(da*n!al studii^s. ddn^ present preliminary standards ol the 
e](‘(jt I’ical and nnndianical departnuuits of t in' Sihpur Kngi»i'‘ei-iMg (^)Ilege aie. 
much lower than that. It is impossihh', for an (mglm*ering S(di(H»l to siqijily 
the type of mmi that- is wanled for these mdustiies. d’Inm tlnnc must, he 
liiglier teacdiing for sindi imiii. Therefoia*. besides tin' net'ds ol the industries 
there* aia^ the* m*e'ds of e'diie.ation. 1 eaii only un Jerstami the mamteiianee 
of a scliool when along with it a (%»lleg<' is maintained il, lor no otlier 
reason, at least, for the purpose' of supplying tejaednTs to the sediooh An 
engineering sediool e^an stand only^ wdieii it ejan get. men ol a higlno* t ype' t,o 
p(*rform the t.eaeliin;/ dutie*s. My Lord, if any progrt*ss is to he* made* in tln'se* 
siihje*cts whethe*r it he' mt'chanie'al e‘nj:im‘e*ring or e‘l<'ct.ri('al engine*.»'ring, 
some of tin' gr.'iduates of (/olle'ge‘s must e'ligage tln'inselves in extending Idn* 
aicas of kn()Wie<lg(* hy rese'aredi work. d’ln*re is thus t in* in'ereissity of having 
liigh class of mt^ai. Nohody can e;re‘at(' this edass of irnin ; hut faeulit.n's for 
the' de'velopme'nt of such me*n should he* <*r(;at-e*d. I leM'l strongly, ther<‘fore, tin* 
necessity of having the meclianical and elt'Ctrie^al ele'[)arl.m(‘nt h oI tin' Sihpur 
College deve^lopod into a highe*r grade* (/olle*g«' wnth a suhordinafe' sedioeil 
<h*partinent attaclu' 1 to it feir training assistants and ovf*rHf'(*rs. I trust tln'ie^ 

• s an overwhelmingly strejiig e'ast.' ior raising the* standarel ol meediann;*il *ind 
edectrical elepartments t.o the? (Je)llege' standard or tin' llnive'rsity standaid. 
Anel there should not he a long delay. I know tin* ( jeiveunmeuit mind is 
likedy to ht^ again in a state of indecision as re‘gardH tliis inatte;r so long as it 
sits between at least two Commissions — the Ineliistrial (commission anel the' 
University Ce^mmission. But we have paid the' jx'nali.y fe>r tins sort ol 
indecision and it should be removeck as soon as ))OHsihlc. (mrtain y there 
should be a department in the only Engiinwrmg College m Hengal for the? 
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extenttivo an well an the intensive training of mechanical and electrical 
engineering. 

My L(jrd, as n^gards the item in the Budget from which I want to draw 
the money 1 think the ])artition of Mklnapore may stand tor a while in view 
of the urgent need of developing tliis College : and tike police expenditun' 
which stands at the high figure of 17 lakhs will not sutler much if a paltry 
sum like what 1 have' proposed is devoted for such an ns(dul i>urpose.” 


The Ilon’hh^ Mu. O’Malley said : — 

“My 1 ^ord, it is with considerable <liftidence that I rise to n^ply to this 
resolution. When I first saw this resolution, I was soim^what surprise(i, 
because neither the Principal nor the Oovorning lUxJy of the Sibpur (h)lleg(‘ 
had approached the Covernmcint and asked that the classes for mechanical 
and electrical luigineering should (uthor be extended or improviKl. 1 believe 
that Dr. Nilratan Sarkar is a nuunber of the Board of Visitors, and 1 th(M*efore 
fully exj)ected that he would put forward a dtifinitc' scheme,, on which we could 
obtain the advice of th(‘ Principal and the CJovcu*ning Iknly ; but h(‘ has dont^ 
no Kiu;h thing. II(^ has informed us that there will be a demand for a higlHu* 
class of mechanical and electrical engineers, in view of the gn^ater imlustrial 
activity which will emsut^ after the war. Ho thinks that th(‘ presemt standard 
is low and that therefore a sum of no biss than 2 lakhs of rupc‘(‘s non- 
recurring and Ks. 18, ()()() recurring will be required for tlu‘ (extension and 
improvtUTumt of ihv. classes. It is very diflicult for (JovtunnHuit to accept a 
somewhat indefinite proposal of this kind and to agreu' that a larg<‘ sum of 
money should be budgetted for without more tangible reasons. 'Thti Biidg(‘l 
is gen('rally prepared on the basis of sebemos which have benm (daborat(‘d, and 
h(u*e we have no certain ground to go upon. 

Idle resolution states also that it is desirable to stnmgthe]! th(‘ leaching 
staff concerned for the purpose of raising the deparimmits to tlu' Lbiiv(‘rsity 
standards. I presume that the llon’ble Member means tliat tln^ University 
courses for tln^ dt^gree of Bachelor of Engineering in mechanical and eh^ctrical 
engineering should be adoptc^d by the Colh'ge. The Princii)al himself has 
never made such a proi)osal and hois not in favour of it. He considtrs that t.ln^ 
time is not ripe for such an advance and that there is at present no sufficient 
demand for Bachelors of Engineering in mechanical and electrical enginem'- 
ing to justify the introduction of University courses. His policy is to develop 
steadily and not to proceed i^er saltum^ or to adoj t courses for which tlu^ equip- 
ment at present is not sufficient. An important scheme has recently been })iit 
forward, on which the Hon’ble Sir R. N. Mukbarji will shortly address the 
Council, for the development of the mechanical engineering department by 
arrangements for tin) training of apprentices. The Principal seems to think 
that this s^liould be the first line of progress ; for the rest it is desired to 
expand ana improve the laboratories as need arises. When the new scheme 
of training apprentices is brought into effect, the College will be able to 
extend its activities. For these reasons, I am afraid I must oppose this 
resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

“My Lord, it is one of the most difficult questions which we have to 
decide — the question of whether to raise these electrical and engineering 
classes to the University standard or not. 1 do not moan that the (college or 
that department of the College should be at once affiliated to the Calcutta 
University or that there is a scheme even in the University for these studies. 
In fact, 8Q far as 1 know, there is none ^s yet. What I mean is this : that 
there should be a College grade of study apart from the school grade of study 
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that at present prevails in tlie bihpur Lnjf,ueeriM>r CoUvgo in re^rani to these 
subjects. I do not really understand why the rrineipal is affainst raising tlie 
standard in these departments. Well, if that be Ids view and if lie tliinks 
that their studies should not be raised to the' IJiiiversity standard er ( he hii^li.T 
standard then we have reasons to<liHer from Iiini. In fael, tliis is our eomiilaint 
It is true, I did not approach the Collegty (\)uiieil and 1 liad my doubts 
whether it would not have been ultra vires if I diil. d’he Collejr,, (’ouneil is 
concerned with the duty of ailministering rules and re^julations I hai an- in 
force there. It would be a new scheme witli tliem altojretlier. If the (lovern- 
inent desire or if the Government favourably looks at the suttijestioii. they 
will certainly send the scheme to the t\)llopre Council for discussion and Midi 
it would e nno to them with some amount of force. 'I’lie question is whoMiei 
these studies are to be retained only in the pn-sent stale in |{entral 
or whether they are to lx* raised to a hijrher levi' I. 'I'hal is tin* iiiosi 
important question. 0£ course I know tliat at the prostuit moment Micrc is ;i 
^(kkI deal of uncortainty. Tliorc would Ik^ a j^o(h 1 dral of uncertainly always, 
lint the circumatancoH that have Ik'ou created sinct^ the war liave favourctl us 
with opportunities for di'cldin^ (pieations sooner than uinlin* einaimstanei^s e\ ist- 
in^ hoforc the war. My Lord, aiipposin^* wis coniine ourselves to ternrhin^r only 
the lower standard of en<:^ineerin[*:, how can we tlnm (‘xpiu^t our industries to 
develop and how arc we to mull ij)ly our industries in tlu^ fut ure ? I hu myself 
c'annot find any solution to that dilliculty and no altiunative su^eestion has 
been ^iveii by the Ilon’lde Meunher in char^t*. It is <juit(‘ open t«» <.lh‘ (lovern 
ment to have a (h)llep:(^ outshhj the ITiiiversity or have it aHiliated to tlu^ (Im- 
\ (M'sity. It is not tht^ question Indore^ iin^ just now. What I say is that I In^ 
standard of studitvs must he raised hi^^lnu*. We must, have en^imMU’s with 
higher qualifications — mi'^chanical encfinrers and ele<-lrieal enp’iiuM rs. That is 
my contention and nothiii^^ more. Of (‘oursn as if^^anls th(‘ ahsen(;t‘ of a 
scdienu', it is impossihio for m(5 to prodmje a sclu nie at pn^sent. Sfdimncs 
have to he inadi*, must lie niad(‘ hy i'xptu*ts. I c*an only throw out. su^e^es- 
tions. I hope, Government will sia* tJic necessity of raising: the level of 
en4ifine('riii.of (‘ducation in Ihm^al and aca-ept, my r(‘so|ii tion with lhal ohject 
in view.” 


A division »vas then taken with the followin^f result : — 


A ye* 2i . 

Tho Hun’lit* I)i Niliataii Sarkar. 

,, Mr. Aiiiiiiiir UaliiMuu. 

,, Mr. PruvaHli (JIiuikIim MiLUt 

,, Kumar Sliil) Sla^kliai o^wal lUiy 
,, Bh 1 )ii liroj<*ndra Kishor Kay (’liau 

dliuri. 

,, Mr. Anin Cliandra Sin^ha. 

,, L)r. I)<jbu PraHJid Sarl>a(Jliikari, <■ i.K 

1, Kai DelM^iidor Chiind<*r (Uhw Halia- 

flur. 

,1 Kai Kadha Cliaraii Pal Hahadur. 

,, Hr. AlKiiilla'al- Mniniiii Sidirawurdy 

,, Maiilvj Abiil Koseiii. 

,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khun Ciiaiidhuii 

„ Mnulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-f la^j. 

,, Khan Saliih Aman Ali. 

1, Pahii niialK^udra Chandra Ka^' 

„ Mr, Altaf Ali. 

Kai Sri Nath Kuy Kahadnr. 
n Bahu Akliil Chandra Dutta. 

n Kai Mahcndra Chandra Mitra Baha 

cJiir. 

,, Buhu Siirendra Nath Kay. 

Bahu Kii^liori Muh;in (*hnudhun 


Nnrn 

d’lin Ihni’hk* .Sn Ih'iiry W lafclci , k.i i K , < si 

,, Ml N. I >. B«‘alson Itidi, < ^ i , < ' i h 

,, Sir Satyoridra i*i a laii na Mnha K i . 

,, iMl iy .J Str V • • IMOIl M 1 Kiir, ( ' \ I > 

,, Ml . J Jl. K<*i I , < .s I , ( .1, K 

Mr J. Donald, c.i K. 

,, Mr. h. S. S. O'MaJl0,> 

,, Mr . I’’ A. A. ( 'owlc^' 

,, Lt -(JnloiK'l \V. iJ. Bnrlianaii, < i k 

I.M H. 

,, .Mr. o' H. Bf»in|»as 

,, Mr. W. C WnrdMVvnrtli. 

,, Ml . (). I*'. Paynn 

,, Mr. K. B. II l\intnn. 

,, Jtai Priya Nath Mnkhnrji Baliudiir, 

l.s.o. 

,, Sir Itajoidra Nath Monkia 

K.c.I.K. 

,, Mr J Ma<'knii/J<‘. 

„ Mr. \V. Ji II Ank-n WikhI f i t 
Mr. K. (ih n 
K»*v Dr <1 IJowhIIm. 

,, Mr K. W. Cai tei , i.i.k 

,, Mr. VV. K. (Viirn. 

, Mr. K. B. Kdi n. 

,, Mr. K A. Martin 

„ Mr. H. R. A Irwni. 
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Mr. Provask Chunder Milter. 

Tlie following meinborH were abeent ; — 

Tlie Hon’blo Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, K.c 

,, l.be Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

,, liaja Hiisbikesli Laba, c.i.e. 

,, Ihe Mahaityadbiraja Habadur of Burdwan. 

,, Babu Maliendra Natli Hay, c.i.K. 

,, Bal>u Ambika Obaran Ma/.umdar. 

,, Mr. K. H. Dutt. 

Tlif Ayes being 21 and the Noes 24 l ie; motion was lost. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. IV. 

'I'lie llon’ble Mh. Pkovash Ohunokk Mitteu moveil the following resolution ; — 
'This C<<uneil recoininends t(» tlitj (iovernor in Council that — 

(o) a sum of Hs. r>(),0(H) be sot apart for deputing a temporary staH' 
for tlie formation of ( !o-operal iv<^ (bajdit Societies relating (o 
cottage industries an<l to agricultural jrroduce ; and 
(/<) the expenditure lie met from the j'rovision of Ks. (i, (>4,000 
allol.ted for construction of liuildings in eonneeiion witli the 
partition of the district of Midnapore. 


'I'lie llon’ble Mr. Pkovash (!hiini»kk Mittek said : — 

“ My Jiord, t be Department of Co-operative (b'edit Societies has done a 
go(Ki deal of useful work in tlie jiast. but that department has hitherto <-on- 
fined its atUmtion more or less to (lie organization of ordinary agricultural 
eri'dit societies ; even with r«‘gard to such societies, I believi> there is much 
work to be done in the future. 1 believe t he total capital is now a little 
over ir>() lakhs, but it lias not j'et touched perbai>s ().'> par cent, of llu“ rural 
})opulation of Bengal, so that the Bengal (^)-operative Department requires 
great devtdopment even with regard to agricultural credit. With regard to 
the development of cottage industries and of agricultural pnxluce, I believe 
the department lias been able to do very littb‘, although the scope for useful 
work is almost unlimited. In a town like Calcutta all classes of people realize 
tin* dillieulties of getting wholesome milk, go<Kl fish, gocxl vegetables, poultry, 
eggs and so on. Many of us know the difficulties that stand in the way of 
the development of these humble, but none the less useful products. As 
regards milk we know that it passes through two or throe middlemen and 
perhaps the lowest middleman working in the villages has only a capital of 
2 to 1,5(H) rupees and it is natural that he has to make a profit of 100, 150. 
or even 200 per cent. The result of that is that the actual producer dotis not 
get tlu; proper value for his produce, and the consumer has to pay very much 
inore than the real value of t,he article. When we remember that Bengal 
is a land of pt)or producers, it seems very necessary that these poor producers 
should be properly organized. We all know what Plunkett has done in 
Ireland, and I venture to think that much can be done, if not to the same 
extent, but to some extent at any rate, in a place like Bengal. It is necessary 
that wt> should begin the experiment at any rate. Now, with regard to 
cottage industries, there are industries like weaving, mat-making, shoe- 
making, hide-curing on a small scale and perhaps various others can be 
referred to. These humble protlucors, ignorant, as they are, can at the 
present moment turn out very useful articles. With some organization, 
and if the co-operative movement bo cautiously introduced on sound lines 
amongst these classes, great improvements can be expected. The benefit 
to society will be immense ;ind, amongst other things, it will have one 
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indirect result cand that is to brinjr intBlli;r<.nct\ or^anizaf ion and (\ipital 
within the roach o[ these ii^iiorant workmen. My Lord, it may l»e said 

that we have already a co-operative doparl inent and what is t h^ ^ood* el 

haviiif? a different staff for this purpose. My answer to this is tliat the' 

hands of the present co-operative department are mon' llian full. Its 

work in the d(^velopmont of af?ri cultural cnxlit will nt'ci ssarily takt> up all 
its energies and more than the inier^it's tliat it can possibly eommand. In 
the domain of agricultural cn^dit, perhaps one R(‘p^lstrar, (wen if h(' works 
as much as any human luun^ is ca[)ahh‘ of workin^^, cannot do all (hat tin 
country requires of him. If any m‘vv or^anizatioti like tln^ organization of 
co-operative credit anioiiirst cotta^i^ imliistrii's and a^ritniltural pnKiuems is t<* 
he started, that will at tln^ l>e]acinnin^^ dmnand a ^j^oo 1 deal of tin* l ime and 
attention of tln^ organize s. The Registrar of ( 'o-operativi^ ( hedit S()ciet.i(‘s. 
busy ns he. is with his present (lopartiiunit, can hardly be expi'ctod to ^Ivi' 
the. necessary time to this new work ; and that is the n^ason wliy I have su^- 
^ested that a start mi^^^ht bt^ madi* and a t(‘mi>orary staff be doput iMl — siKa^ess 
will depemi on how that stall* works. It may bt^ possible in future to biin^ 
all these different activities under one Registrar ; that will (h‘pend ujM>n 
I he results of experic'iice. At the present initial slai^e wfnm a ^(xhI dnal of 
pioneering work has to bo ilone, it is m‘cessary to have* a whole-time olVn^er 
I have suggested tliat a sum of Rs. rj(),(K)J be h<^I. apart for this juirpos*^, but 
I do not for a moment suggest that it is a tiguia^ t o which we must agme ; 
that sum will Ix', to my mind, more than suili(‘ient. ddn^ pay of tln^ Ib^gis 
trar is, I believe, something lik(> Rs. I ,r>00 or less. A b w assist antM and t in 
necessary staff will not cost more than Rs. r>(),0(K). 1'his sum will pay tlio 
people, and the Oovernment sevi^ral times over if it (unployixl for the 
juirposc I have mentioned. 

I have also suggested that this sum should bf‘ taki n fivim the amount 
allotted for t lie jiartition of Midnapore, and not fiaim Myrnensingli. If 
(lovernment doi^s not approve of my Hugg(>stion it may perha]>s be able to limi 
money from some other soiirca*. I hav(' s(‘leet(xl Midnapoiw* for reasons 
already statesd. If we spend that mom'y in the devc'lopment of tln^ organiza- 
tion of co-operative socneties foi* cottage work(*.rH, many acute probh'ins and 
troubles will be solvcul and tln^ poor workers beindited.” 


The Ilon’ble Mk. Beatson Bell saicl : — 

“ My Lord, 1 am afraid that t he Hon bh' Mover of this r<\solutjon has 
been so busy with his other public duties and privati^ avoc^ations that he has 
not had time to study the publications of the ( neopfirati vo I )f*partmfmt. He 
has more than once referrcul t o tin* In^ad of tlu' depart nimit as tlei Regist rar 
of Co-operative Credit Societies ; ” that is not his tith;, and Im is iIk’ Registrar 
<^rf Co-operative Scxjieties. Co-operativo^ maulit is rmu’ely om^ bran(!h of the 
work, and agricultural co-opm*ativ(‘ cnxlit is merely a br’anch of a bram^h. 
When my hon’ble friend has a little moi<* time he iriight go t hrough Apjromlix 
f’ of Mr. Donovan’s last rej^ort. ’riiei’e lu' will S(5e a full accjount o( tJu' 
operations of our non-credit and nmr-agricultural societies ; Im will see that 
lar from his excellent sclnune being something new to the d«*partment it is 
exactly what the department has bemi doing for a number of years, and in a 
very successful manner*. He will find frarticulars of shof^-makfu s sfwtieties, 
fishermen’s societies, weavers’ s<K;ieti(5s and milkmen’s srKjietifis ; moreover, 
when he has time to study this report he will see that while in I'dL^-l 1 wf' 
had only 8 inspectors the numbers in siu^cessive years have risen to 10, H, 
1^ find 22, while in tlie year which is about to open we projrose to raise 
Ihe number from 22 to 38, that is, an increase of 16 officers. Many of 
those 16 officers will ho employed on the work which the Hon bh^ Meinhe?r 
has at heart, namely, societies connected with weavers, fishermen, etc., and 
^^ocieties for the distribution of milk and otlior agricultural produce. For 
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c 3 xamplc, Mr. Donovan haH recently inaugurated a society at Baraset which 
18 supplying 5 inaunds of pure milk every day to Calcutta. The new inspec- 
tors will (‘stablish many more societies of this nature, while the new officers 
of higher rank — who will he practically Joint Registrars, although not yet so 
in name, — will supervise and asRist them. How far the now staff will he 
distrit)uied upon a geographical basis, and how far upon a specialized basis, 
cannot be definitely laid down. It is contemplatt^d, however, that several 
of the new ins|)ector8 will take non-credit and non-agricultural societies 
under tlieir six eial care. Brn^fly, our position is this, that we are making 
a very largo increase in our staff in order to secure tin' objects of this rosolu 
tion and that no case has Ix'en made for creating a new department — even 
if it were within our power to do so. Ptu-haps in view of these tacts the 
Hon’ble Member will not press his resolution 


'J'he Hoirble Mu. Pkovasii Chunder Mittkk said : — 

“My Lord, 1 do not prof)ose to plead guilty to the soft impeachment of 
the Horrble Member tliat T have- not read th(3 rejH)rts of lln^ Co-operati v(‘ 
DepartiiKMit. I may ttdt my frii nd that 1 hav(3 read them very carefully. 
Kven on the admission of my hon’ble. friend what are the huge achievements 
of his dej)artm(uit in tln^ matler of (*o-operativ(3 supply of milk ? In a town 
like Calcutta my hon’bh'. friend says t-hal only 5 maunds (4 milk are daily 
brought.” 


Th(> Hon’hJe Mk. Hea tson Beli. said : — 
“ My Lord, it is only ojU3 examjile.’ 


The llon’ble Mk. rRovAsii (hiUNDEK Mittek said : — 

“ My Lord 1 know that ; hut very great advance may he mad(‘ in thal 
direction. The figure itself is its own condemnation. 1 may inform my 
hon’ble fri(‘nd of a fact he has not mentioned, namely, that in the town of 
Dacca some attempt has been made towards such supply. I know alsn 
that Mr. Donovan is working as hard as it is possible for any officer to 
work. I may say this, without any fear of contradiction, that if you take 
the total numb('r of sfxjieties we have at the present moment and if you 
deduct from them the total number of agricultural credit societies the pen - 
ceiitage of non-agricultural societies will bo very small indeed. No doubt for 
years past some attention has boon paid by the department and by Goveriiincnl 
towards the development of non-agriculturul produce, such as weavtus 
Rocueties, Muehis’ societies and other similar societies. I may tell my hon’l)h 
friend oppe^site. that I am personally much interested in some of these societies ; 
but my point is that those societies require a far greater development than tiu 
development in the past. 1 do not blame any individual officer for this, but 
on the other hand 1 praise them with all the i)rai8e tliat is at my command. 
1'he fact is that the staff is wholly inadequate. From my friend’s own 
figures it appears that up to 1913-14 there w^ere only 8 inspectors. IMy 
Lord, in a ])roviiieo like Bengal, with an area of 67, (KX) square miles and a 
population of 45 millions, can you possibly hope to do any real solid work mtli ^ 
iiisjioctors ? Subsequently they had 22 inspectors and they are going to havr 
38 in the next year. Is that sufficient ? I may toll my friend that I 
know thal some I)eputy Oollectors have been deputed to this department, but 
1 say, without any fear of contradiction, that this most useful department 
wholly undennanned. The total expenditure of this department is small 
compared with that of the rovonuo administered, although it is a department 
on which if you spend one rupee it will yield Rs. ' 10 in the near future. 
It is not a department you can afford to neglect. It is for these reasons that 
I suggest that more atti'ntion jshould be paid to amcultural produce and 
cottage industries. I am noFs^isfied upon a careful perusal of the reports 
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The Pre^dent, 

that adequate attoiition has been paid to thesi‘ iiuluatries. Looking at the 
census figures and the total number of nieiiih(‘rs of thesi' varivms sociidies wi^ 
find that you hav(^ touclied very much lt‘ss than 5 cent, of tlu' MuchiH, 

you have touched pt'rliaps 10 omit, of th(> wt'avers ami not i vmi 5 per 

cent, of the Domes who arc also humble but useful nicmbt rs of socit‘ti(‘s. 
If that be so, Government may have doiu^ wi‘ll in tln^ paht, but iny jioint is 
that they ought to have done much more. For 1 ht‘sc n^asons 1 am sorry 1 do 
not see my vvaj^ to withdraw my resolution. 1 would lllo* to lia\c ilu‘ opinion 
of the House on the resolution as it stands. 


A division was then taken with tht‘ following result : — 


Ayes 2S. 

Till* Ihui’bli* Sir liujoiidra Natli Mmikirjn*, 

K.i .1 K. 

Di . Nilrutiui Sui km 
Mr. J Muckeii/ir. 

Mr. Amimir Kaliaiimn. 

Ui'V. I)i. («■ iloMells. 

Mr. I'roiush Clmiidfr Mitlri. 

Kuiiiur Sliii* Sli«kl»ai»*HM III lCii\ 
liabii 1 ‘rojoiidrii Kislioi Uai ('liuu 
dliiiri. 

Mr. Aniti Cliaiidra Siii^^lm. 

Dr. Di*l>u rrusad SarbjKlIiikui i, 
i . 1 K. 

^ Uai Dehrniln (’liiimiii (lliosi- 

Uuliailnr. 

Ivui liadhu eiianm Tal Uahadiii 

„ Mr. K. W. Oartci, <' 

„ Ml. \V. K. 0i uni 

.Mr. 10. H. Ellon. 

„ Mr. 11. U. A. Irwin. 

Dr. A txlnlla-ab Maniun Siiliia 
waiiJ y. 

,, Maulvi Al'iil Kastin. 

Mr. M- Anliraf Ah Khan Chau 
lihiiri. 

Maulvi A. K. Ka/.l-iil-llaii 
,, Klian Sahib Aniun Ali. 

,, Babu Bhabondra (diaialra Hay 

Mr. Altaf Ah. 

,, Uai Sri Nath hay Bahaihir. 

,, Babu Akliil Cbandra Datta 

Uai Muliiuidra Cbandra Mitra 
Baiiadui . 

,, Babu Surondia Natli Ilay. 

Babu Kislion Mobau (.diaudliuii 


n. 

'I'br IJon’bli’ Sii Ib niy Wbrcloi, K.i l.K , i s.i. 

Ml N 1> Bvalsou Boll, < .s i., < ,i k 
Sii Sat yviidi a I’liiNauiiu Siubu. Ki 
Ml t ’. .1 . S(t‘V «‘iisiiti Moui «■, i V u 
M- .1. 11. Ki ir. < s I , ( I i; 

Ml . .) 1 >OMiil<l, r,i.i‘ 

Ml L S S. O'Mall. N 
.Ml I' A. A. Ci)\\ lt*y 
l.t Col W '1, Bio baii.iii t 1 it , 

1 M s. 

Ml . t 1 1 BotniMiH 
,, Ml . W . C \\b*i tJ ^ worth 

,, Ml C I'a\'nc, 

Ml K B li UMi.tou 

hiii Bm\u i\alb Mulvliai|i Balmdur 

ISO 

„ Ml. W. 11 11 .Aldoii W'oo.l, ( l.l'. 
Ml h tJlou 

,, Ml E A Miiitm 


Til'! following meuiljors were aliH('nt. : 

The Hon’l.lo Mr. T. C. F. (Jil.I.oi.H. K.r. 

tlio Nawalt Jfaliadnr <)l M lirslndaliai). 

,, Raja llrisliik('sli l.alia, c.i.k. 

tlu' Maliarajadliiruja lialiadtir uf Runiwaii. 
Babu Mahoiidra Nath Ray, c.i r- 
Babu K. lb 

Babu Ainbica Cbaran Ma/.urndar. 

Tho AyoH being 28 an<I t.he Noes 17 l.lie inoOuii was earned. 
The Coniwil adjourned for iTinch till 2-:{(t i'.m 


The pREsiDEN'i said ; — 


l: =;:-r i-r?i'S"qrSr?s,si; 

question No. 5 (J), where the following words occur his weight on admiBsio 
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to the RajHliahi Collate on the 4th Seplember, 1917, was 154 Ihs.’ The word 
‘ S(^pteinl>er ’ should have been ‘ February ’ and I direct that it be so written 
in the pro^H'edings ol tlie (hmncil.” 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. VII. 

Ilon’hh' Dii. Nii.katan Saukau moved tln^ followiiiLT rt^solution : — 
ddi(‘ (h)uned rcjeoinmends to tln^ (lovernor in Council lliat — 

(u) a sum of l\s. 25, ()()() non-recurriii:^ be aIlott(^l for th(‘ pur])os(^ of 
eonstructinjj;- an indepcuuhmt system of water- works for the 
sLij)ply of })iir(^ drinking water in the Sil)])in* Fngine(0*ing 
( /olh'ge ; iind 

(A) tJi(‘ ('xp(mditur(‘. be met out of th(^ sum of Us. 6, 75, ()()() piovided 
as lump provision for addilional forcu^ and U(>lie(‘ rido]*ms 
und(‘r District Polict‘ forc(‘. 


He said : — 

My Lord, therii has been much incoii ven itmce felt in tlie Sil)j)ur 
Fngineming (Jolh^ge on a(u*ount of the inade(|uat(‘ sui)j)lv of fill(u*(‘d vv^ater. 
'riu^ ineon\a‘iii(‘ne(‘ has btnm allowi^d to continU(‘ for a fairly long time and 
that is my justili(*.ation foi* bringing it lo l,h(^ noti(t(‘ of Your Exccdhmey’s 
(^)uncil in tln^ slia])(‘ of a rc^soJution. To th(' medical mind th(‘ question of th(‘ 
supply of pun* di-inking watcu* naturally ap]>(^ars to be much moia* uigenl than 
the (juesfion ol any othm* rtdorm. Tlu^ Howrah iM umcii>ality cannot l)e 
exp(^et(Ml to iHUider much Indp to tlu^ Fnginet'ring (dolh'ge. Tln^y hav(‘ not. got 
an ovcu’-flowing supply; on the ol ln*r hand t.h(‘ii* su])])ly is vm y ort(m shoi*l . 
ddit* ordy r(‘m(‘(iy, th(‘r(‘[or(\ Jm‘S in sanctioning an ind(‘p(‘nd('iit installation at 
a moderal(‘ cost, ddn* (h)lleg(‘ authoriti(*s art* (juit-i' comj)(M.('nt t,o look aft,(‘r 
th(^ tiling without any additional exjx'iisic cost is trilling, the iummI is 

urgent,, t h(‘ scluune is definite and I am in a j)osition to inform lln* ( louncul 
that it has I, he a|'})rova] of tht^ Princiiial. A (jajiital (‘X])(‘nditu re of l\s. 25, ()()() 
d(‘ducr,cHl Ironi a lump ]>rovision of Ks. (>.75, ()()() would V(‘ry slightly afft‘(*t the 
J\)li(a^ rtdorm scheme, I trust tiu' (ioveimnimit will kindly acciq^t this niodt^st 
ix'sol u tion.” 


Tin* Hon’bh* Mi:. O’Maij.ky said : — 

“ My Loi*d, I f(H>l that no r(‘ply is necessary aftcn- the statcmn^nt J havi* 
ah*(^ady made* in r(q)ly to tin* r(‘solution of the Hon’bh* Dr. Sarkar about tlu^ 
sanitai'y impi’ovenuuit, ol t-ln* Sd>pur (aillege. has long bc‘en ti’ouble 

about tin* shortagi* of wat(‘r in tin* College. It was brought to the noti(*e of 
CovernnuMit in I 9 1 5 and a small grant was made for its improvement. Tin* 
difficulty, howeV(*r, still p('rsisls, as the Hon’bh^ Dr. Sarkar has told tin* 
C5)uncil, and tin* position is not satisfactory. W(* hope to tak(‘ steps to 
improvt^ it. Governnnmt, howev(*r, wishes first to obtain the n^port of 
Dr. Ht*ntley and consider his suggt^stions, which, I know, will iin^(*t this very 
point. 1 can assure tin; ('ouncil that as soon as Dr. Uentley’s report is 
receiv(*d, if it is fouiul necessary to tak(^ immediate stej's for tln^ improvem(*nt 
of water-supply, (Jovernment will gladly do so. T do not think it is neces- 
saiy to make any dtnluction from tlie sourcre mentioned in the resolution, as 
Covernnu*nl will l>t‘ able to provide* the fund from other available sources. 
I hopt*, therefon*, that tln> llon’bh^ Member will withdraw this rt'solution.” 

The IL^n’ble Du. Nilratan Sarcak said : — “ In view of this assurance 
I beg to withdraw this resolution.” 

The resolution was then^^by leave of the President, withdrawn. 



Ifpsohitionti. 


1‘)18.] ■ 


• > o ^ 


Bahii .Itnbika Ckaran Mazamilar ; Sir Xnf// Mookrr/rt'. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. VIII. 

Tlio following stood in t ho naiiir ol’ {\u^ lloiTlih* Ih\Hr Amioka (hiAKAN 
Mazumdak : — 

This Counoil rooonimoiulK to tin* (iovi'riuM- in ('(Hinoil that — 

(a) a sum of Ks. 1,00,(H)(), or Huch otln*!* smn as may he t-on \ ,<nionl 1 v 
s])ar(‘d, bo ])rovidod in tin* ihid^ol, iindtn- hoad “ I'ivd \\’(»rks in 
cliargo of tin* Pnblio Works Dt'parl nu'nt Inwards iho const rm- 
laoii oT a now ro<^ord“rooni at h'aridpiir hn* the acoominodat ion oi’ 
tin* S('ttlonn‘nt nnumls of t hat (list riel ; and 
(h) this provision bo nH*t by nMluoin^ lln* cslimatt's I'or the parlilion 
of Midnaj^oia' and M y nn*nsin^li. 

Hon’blo Moinboi' bi'iijc- al»sonl I hi* rosobilion was n<U moxt'd and 
W(‘nt by dofaiilt. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. IX. 

'rin* llon’blo SlK l\A.IENI»t{A Na'III MooKKiaiEE idommI ill*' Followin^jr 
ro8oliil-ion : — 

This (Joiinoii roi'oininonds lo tin* (Jovinmoi' in ('onn(*il that — 

(n) ])i*ovision bo inado foi* a sum ol Ks. oO.OOO bn* biiildin;^’ a hoKtol 
for studi'iits for Moohanioal apprcnl icesh ip at K anoh rapara, 
adjoining? tin* Kastorn IJcmjral Kailway Workshop ; 

(/>) l-ho said sum Im* m(*.l. from tin* provision mado foi* iMidnajHiic Kartl- 
tion — Chinstruedion of buildings Ks. (iT>|.()(M) and Mynn-nsiimh 
partition — Land Aoijuisition, etc., Ks. rotlnoin;^ the 

amount in <aich ease by Ks. 


Ho said 


“My Ijoial, 1 am fiiKy oorisoaous how (unbarrassm^ il is to the finamM.al 
Aloinbi*!'’ to i.o askod to’altor his Kud^n*l. wiiioh has biioii pivpar.* I with 
^rcat d(dib(n-a( ion and (airoful thought, but my mxciiso lot askint.^ him to do so 
lo-day, is tin" ^roal ui'^onoy of I In' (taso. Tins lornblc war has bron;.,dit promi'- 
nontly boforo I in' attmition of tho I>rilish ( iovornm<*nt , the Indian (lovcinmeut 
anfl thocitizoiis of tin*- wholo Kritish Kmiiiiv, how neimssary and imporlaiiMt is 
to tlu' p(M>ph' todovolop tho Kmpiro’s industrial n'sou roes, and especially how 
vitally no0(‘ssary it is for I ndia to dcvoloi; her resou ri'es m smdi a way a-( to 

mak(' Inn* an indop(‘nd('nt industrial unit. lln* ui^'ont 
di'velopmont ol Indian industri(*s is omj»hasizc<; by tin' appointment oi 
Indian Jndusti-ial (Jommission at a time when tin' (lovcniment o i • i • 
ill-allbrd to distraot its attention and use its rcs(»uro(*K lor anytl.m/.r wliieli is 
not of national importano*'. It is accopti'd as an axiom ti»at. 
nnlustrio.s in any (;ountrv throe* thin^^s are* e,sse*ntial . to e ' ‘m < 

linanco,makosoie*ntilic in vosti^ratieui by re*soarch and to teM*.hnn*al kin>wlevl^n. 
and practical training. No one of the*so factors can i»y itsell • 
ful devolopmont of any industry. 

‘Science Congress at Lahore the other day in<l 

Industrial Commission ]*ro))OseH to rccmniim* ^ ^ ... ^ 

] am not at libi'rty at the' present 


m*crSSjtO' oi the 
the 

India can 
c 

to de'velop 
facilitii'S in 


‘ad to 1 in' HUcce'HK- 
vSir Thomas Holland in his aeldn‘HH to llo' 
dicati'd the' lines on svliich tin*, 
e-nel tin' cstablishine'nt fit a 

imperial Scientific Uese;areh l)ei>artment. 


iiiiuoriai OCieULine' ivuse'aicii 1 - , • 1 • * .:ii 

moment to make public what proposals tho Indur^tn.i ^ommis'^KMi ..'pj 

to create facilities in finance. Tl.at .n.-.tter more or Iohh .-in 
cOacern, but the training of Bengali stmlentn ay Meehanica ‘ . 

Foremen, the object of my resolution, is the function of the 1 lovincial 
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Government and 1 lH)})e 1 am not committing any breach of etiquette to my 
(‘olh^aguoH on the Induntrial Commission if I inform Your Excellency's 
C'ouncil that all tin* expert (uddentre placed before the Industrial Commission 
on the question of the training of Indian students as Mechanical Engineers 
and I'djnunen, unanimously a«]vocates giving these students a commorcial 
practical training in somc^ large workshop for a period of four to five years 
and condc inns the pn^sent metliod adopted in several Engineering Schools 
which, in the opinion of the experts, is quite inadequate to train a lad to be a 
compt'tent and practical fonunan mechanic. 

My Lord, it is to the credit of the Principal and the Governing Pody of 
the Sibpur Fhigineering College that about two years ago, after having 
realized that th(^ present system of training students at that College for 
mechanical foremen is not suitable, for giving thc*se students a real practical 
training, tli(\y formulated a scheme on much the same lines as now rc^com- 
mended to the Industrial Commission, and appointed a sub-committee consist- 
ing of Mr. Ilornell, Mr. Adams, Mr. Heaton and Mr. Harnett, thi' Locunnotive 
Superintend(‘nt of th(^ Kanclirapara Workshoj) of the Easl(M*n Ihmgal Railway, 
to inv(^stigate and report on it,s L'asibility. After considering this rc'port, the 
Governing Body of the Sibpur Engine(u*ing (h)llege submittcul a scljeme to 
Your Excelh'iicy’s Government which, I iindt‘rstand, will be favourably 
(a)nsidered. 4\) giv(^ effect to that, sclnune thc^ first- thing m‘cessaiy is to 
construct a host(4 at the Kanc;hrapara Workshoj) to cnabh^ Mr. Harnett to 
admit Bengali students as ap])renti(U‘s to his workshops. Mr. Harnett has 
already got a number of Anglo-Indian youths, sons of the employee's of tin' 
railway, as api»rentices. 1 will not take Yoii^Excelhuiey’s time by giving 
details of tlu^ training which are fully givam in the rc'port of t in* (iov(*rning 
Body, but it is clear that Mr. Harnett cannot admit Ihmgali students iinh^ss 
and until a hostel is ])rovided for them. Even if funds an' availabh' now it 
will be a year before the building could bo finished and r(*ady for ocumpation. 

I am aware that the scheme now before^ Government recommends that th(^ 
railway authorities should build and furnish th(^ hosttds, but it has to b(' 
remeinb(>red that, the railways under present circumstanct^s dm' to the war 
are unlikely to be able to sj)ar(' the necessary funds for some years to come 
owing to the enormous expenditure which th(>y will have t o incur to rc'pair and 
replace tlu'ir rolling stock and jau-mamrit way. A])aiT from this if t ime is to 
be wasted ovf‘r negotiations with thi' railway upon the question wliellier they 
or th(' Government should pay this comi)aratively small sum of money a groat 
opport unit}^ will be lost. 


My Lord, as soon as the war is over, which we all hope will be at a not 
lar distant date, I need hardly point out that the impetus given to the 
development of industries throughout tljc Britisli Empire, and otht 3 r countries 
also, will be unprecedented. Signs are not wanting that all the nations of 
the world ar(i preparing thi'inselves and getting ready for the kecui conij eti- 
tion that will iiu'vitably follow. My Lord, in my humble opinion the Govern- 
ment and the ])(‘ople of Bengal will be failing in their duty if they do not 
l)estir th('nis(dves and mak(* ready to face this situation. In addition to 
tht» facility that will be given for the devi lopimmt of industries I may 
add that the training of Bengali youths as mechanics will create new 
openings and improve the (economic situation and thus divert their minds 
from unhealthy political activities. Only the othei' day the Government 
of India announci'd their decision to guarantee rlu' purchase in India of three 
thousancl^ railway wagons annually for the m*xt ten years. Orders on such 
a Scale as this will undoubtedly tmid to cremate a great demand for the 
services of mechiifflci’l engini'ers and foreimm. It has always been difficult, 
even for European firms, to import mechanical foremen who often show an un- 
willingness, owing to unfavourable climatic and other reasons, to remain long 
in India. The difficulty exi>crienced in the i)a8t is bound to bo enhanced after 
the war. It is far more difficult for an Indian manufacturer or industrialist 
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to procure a suitable Europt)an incclianiti on reasonable ami modeiab' pay 
for his small industry and this fact has been fully boine oni by the <'vid(ui(*(> 
placed before th(‘ Indusl i-ial ( hminiission and I am sun* t lu' Kuropeaii 
manufacturers in this tanintry will also unhesitatingly avail i homsoj x es ol 
the s>jer vices of (H)m|Hda'nL practical Indian MtH^hanieal tbe.nmM is tor thmr 
workshops. 

My Ijord, lienirali youths have^i\<'n t'videnee in (I) l>i-. Sa i bad liikari s 

Ambulance Corps, (2) in Dr. Mullick’s Ihui^ali Battalion, (;>) in (\»l. Bm^li’s 
Bengali Li^ht lIorS(‘, (1) in tlie University (%)rps and last but not hast in 
tlu‘ Beii^^'ali Boy Stiouts, of th<>ir ability and willin^^ncss to undertake any 
hard work, and have, 1 trust , dis]>«‘llt‘<l tlu* beliid’ which has hit Imrt.o beeneidt i~ 
tained that Bt*m^ali youths are loath t.o do any hard j>hyKieal work ami it the 
Coveriiimuit now tak(‘S up t his <iiU‘stion of training and proviths tin* necessary 
fa(aJiti(*s I feed t.lu^ utmost- (Mudidcuice in sayin^r that there will be la!'i.M‘ 
numbers of Beng’ali boys who will avail tlu‘ms(‘lvc*s of tlu‘ opj)ort ii nily thus 
provided. 

My Lor<l, backward as Ih'u/j^alis an' in indust-iial inat.U'is, wr eanm*! 
a (lord to lose a lUiy to pi*(‘|)ai*c‘ oursi'lves for tlu* sl.ruj 4 u^le t hat is beto]-.' us. 
I may Ik* |)(‘nnittHd to im*ntion that it. is not my intention (*itlM‘r to lianijx'r or 
to inipedi^ t-lu* pro^-ress of the iM idnajioia* and I\I xum'nsi n^h partition W(nks. 
I had t-o show IVoin whi(di it(‘ms of tlu' Bud^’et. sav ings could be made to 
provide funds for t he hostel. If my resolution is ac(K*pt(' I by the (io\ ( rn- 
iiKUit and if tiu^ funds an* ]^rovi<led as I projiosi*, 1 vi iitun' to say the work 
of the partition of Midna[)ore ami Mynumsiiiju^h will not- siilVer in any way. as 
payments of such small sums as Us. L*r>,00() in eac*h cas<* may easily be made 
in April I9Jlh I hofK* that tin* < io\au*nment- will taki* into eonsidera I ion tin* 
urg’ency and importanci^ of my a})peal and will be p]eas(‘(l to acei fit my 
rc'Rolu tion.” 

The Ilon’bli' Du. Dkiia I'kasad Sakuadii ikaki said : — 

‘‘My Loi'd, I desire* t.o ^ive* my whoh*-luvii*t(*<l supj>ort l-e) the va ry mo(h*i t, 
resolution whicfi Sir U. N Mook(U\j(K‘ has brought- before tln^ (h)imcil, ami 
incidentally 1 am vtuy ^lad to have his support of some of the ideas that are 
being' discusscMl (‘Iscnvliere with regard to t lu^ industrial and eon) nj^e-eial 
future of tlu*. country. What- tiu^ <letails ol' the ITniversity and oilier 
sfdieiiK^s are, it is uniu'cessary hei-e to mention They are b(‘in‘ 4 ' e.x imined by 
t rVU) Commissions. \\H ha\'(^ had indurations m t-lur ]>ast, wliich are now 
growing, that with nrgard to soim* of thest^ matl-(us the llnivmsii.y is hardly 
the [iroper authority to (hral witli tiuun. ddiat is a (jiiestion wi* sliall not eiitm* 
into now. But everybody is agr(*(*.d that wheri'ver the iheorelieal portion of 
the work may be. done the pra(*tii.al portion of the work must Im* dom* in the 
workshop. ^riu*re can bir no two opinions with ri'gaial lo this. W hat tie* 
Mover has said an^ the dehb(*rat<^ vitrws of tlur Industrial t k inimissn ki . 
Dractical training will b<*st b<* giv(*n in larg<* workshoi s that is what the 
LInivm'sity also has said . 1 am glad idiat the Sib])ur t'ollege has Immui abb* 

to induce tlur Kanohrajiara \Vorksho[> to tak<^ u > the serheme and lend the 
College a helping hand. I shall confine niysi*!! t.o I.Ik* purely practical 
working of tlu^ scheme. TJie Hon’ble. Dr. Nilratan Sarkar has been sjieaking 
of the iinluaalthiness of Sibpur, but companKl to K anch rapara it is a x-eritabh*. 
hygeine. Kanclirapara is a va*ry malarious [ilace and unless th<r ajijiren tic^rs 
coming to Kanclirapara are well-housed iml projierly looked altc*!-, tluy will 
not be able to stand the strain. This must bt^ done if the scrfiemc*. is to have 
a fair chanc(». It is usehrss to lu^pir that Kanclirapara jvill bi*. abbr to aH*or<l 
facilities liki^ this unless a hostel is built tluue. To give the s(rh(*me a 
chance — and not only this sclunmr, but other bigger scluunes which are sure to 
follow, — I think it would be a mistake nol to accept a resolution lik(? this and 
tp delay providing for the very useful facilities asked for hero would be a 
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mistake. Even a keen busineHSiiian like Sir K. N. Mookorjee has hovn 
nbIig( 3 (J t(j fall back uton Midiiapore ])artitir)ii costs and the few other fancy 
toys in tin* Jbid^et for (everybody to draw upon. That sliowstho helplessness 
of th (3 situation. W(3 do not know from which h(‘ad wo should suggest draw- 
ing the nc‘cessary sum. Ihit if th(3 scheme finds sympatheti(; supf)ort fron^tho 
Govoriimimt, 1 ani sure there will nor. be any difficulty in getting the 
money.” 


Th (3 Hon’ble Haiui Shuknoka Nath 1\ay said : — 

‘'My ijord, I support the resolution whole-heartedly. The (dheiene^^ of 
tcjchnical education givcui in Government scJiools has always been distiounted 
by the. faci that tln^ studtmts had not had in most cas(‘S that practical train- 
ing in workshop which would enable tlie.ni to use tlnu r th(‘ore.tical knowhulgi* to 
the best advantage and the result has Iktui that in most cases the boys have 
not been able to find any employimuit. ]n Kanehra[>ara you haV(‘ got the 
iK^cessary iriacdiinery for f)ra(*ti(^al training which is so much i (‘quired at t h(3 
prc^smit time in llengal, and 1 would ask Your h]xcellencv’s (Jovernmeiit most 
strongly to ac(Tij>t the resolution and t.o rak(3 stej)s at once to build a hostel 
and to arrange* Cor taking a large number of stinh'nl s b)r m(^chani(\al iraining 
at Kan(dira[)ara. W* hat(3V(M- vi(‘W may Ix' taken as to tin* urg(‘ney or tin* 
iK'cessity or ('vmi as to the policy of ])ai*t itioning i Ih* distiitd.s of Midna])oi'e 
and Myineiisingh during this war tinus it can mna'r \)c said that tin* sc lienn's 
will sulhu' t.o any c^xtcMil if less than 4 peu' c(*nt.. of the* ])r()[)()Sc‘d (*xp(unlitui (‘ for 
tln^ partition of tln^ districts of Midnaport^ and MyncuisiiiLdi is diverted. 
On tln^ mtuuts of iln 3 resolution it is an undoiibtc*d laet tijat tcudinicjal 
(*du(?ation far exit weighs any (jUcistion of merc^ adniinistrative con veni(*ne(* and 
not of imnnxliate necc^ssity. There is, so far as 1 am awai*c', no accommoda- 
tion for Indian students at Kanchrapara.” 


The llon’l»le Mr. Provash Chundkr Mitter said : — 

“My Lord, I bc^g to support this resolution most. h(*arti]y. Wc* know tliat 
(^very yc>ar about sixl.(‘en to eightecui thoiisami studcuits ap]>(‘ar in the* Matri- 
( 3 ulafion (examination and many of th(*m lail. lUit whel.ln r they fail or they pass, 
they are, I say, and I say with all delilxu’ateness — they ai(', for want of future* 
prospcH'ts a grexat menace* to Pxuigal. It is of the* utmost importance^ that, 
as many as j)ossiblew>f these young men should be* tuiaied to i)ractical woiks 
of life. It is of the' utmost imj)ortanc(‘ that ne^w ave’iiues of eunplo}'- 
ment should bo opeiUMl out, to th(‘se' young mem and at a tinier like) this, in a 
country likt^ Inelia so full of resoineais — aiid yet so little^^ ol ])ractjcal re^sults 
come out, of these' re^sourci's — H, is ol the greatest importance lliat our 
technical students should be' given a practical ti-aining. 1 admit that tliis 
scheme' of Ivs. 50, 000 is nothing ; but it is only a beginning and if this hoste'l 
be the nie\ans of training 50 boys, the^y will attract others in future'. 
My Lord, when English e'ducation was started in this c;ountry it started with 
a vtu’y small l)e‘ginning ami if a few youths ejf Hengal ever takes to practical 
training, howe^ver small the beginning may be', with that training will come* 
the solution of many jirobleins. A place like*. Kanchrapara is an ideal place for 
the su(;cc*ss of that experiment. The money after all is not much. It is 
to be found, if it is found, either by the Government or by the railwa}^ The 
railway, for obvious re\asons, is at the present moment not in a pogTition to 
find the' mone'y. The Governmont may not find it easy te^ jirovide the money, 
but, after all Us. 50, 000 is not much for the Government and if the money be 
found, it will serve a most useful purpose. If the money be found and if 
the experiment succeeds then I think in future a groat number of our youths 
will be trained there and the community as a whole will be benefited. With 
these words I commend the resolution to the House. 
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The Hon’hle Dr. Howklrs said : — 

‘‘My Leni, 1 l>(>g very heartily to suj>)>ort tin's n^sohilion in tin* intonisi 
of geiuM'al (Hliication and as sonn^thiiijLC typical of whip is vtuv vitally 
nociissary in our ])ri'Sinit odu(\ational maidiintny. As an o\ani[)h‘ of whal I 
mean I may say that I belong lo a missionaiy socii‘ly that siipjxnls siean-al 
seeondary schools in Denial for tin* ednca<ion of l>cni>’alt‘o hoys, d'hoia^ is as 
\wo all know a ^rtial. tliii-st for (Mincation in lh‘ll^•al ami hoys lioc^k from tlnnr 
villages to secondary schools wherevto* tln^y jiossihly (^an. Aftt r llirx iiavt' 
h( 3 en sonu' y(^ars in tin* si'cjomlary S(diools it lKM*onics pc iha^l.ly ch'ai* that a 
nuinhin* of them will lU'vin- ht‘ ahhM-o go on to higher (m 1 neat ion. Inti'llrc- 
tually tln^y are not (ijual to it and y(*t it. would not he lig-jit to say that- tln^se 
hoys are not bright. \W o hav(' ostahlish(‘d in conm*ction With sonu' of those 
s(thools manual training workshops. \N o found that whih* a hoy had hith* or 
no chanct^ of developing into a sidiolar or ( Vim to the distinction of a 
matriculation failed” yet lie was really bright in the workshoj), bright in 
sports and bright in gc‘mu*al inladligema'. 'Fhe probhun of what, t.o do with 
boys of that characUer has been |)r(*ssing us for sonn' Vf'ars and it aiVetUs a 
V(*ry large numbm- in tln^ s(‘Comlary schools of Ihuigal. rr(‘jndi(*es r<‘gai(l" 
ing industrial tiaining an* gradually Ixuiig r(unov(*d. Ihit these boys an* 
(jiuto unwilling, aftiu* tln‘y havi* bt^en fora e(*rtain linn* in s<‘condary scIkkiIh, 
to go back and tmgage in agiieultural works in vii*w of the (condition of agn- 
fuilture at the present tiim*. With agricultural im])roV(‘ment s tiu'y may be 
willing to go back, but at. t)]*eS(*nt that is not tin* eas(‘, and what to (h» with 
bc 3 's of this (u'laraeJ.er who havt^ attaimwl a cu*rtain standard of <‘ducation is a 
V(3ry pressing pi-obl(*m. Only a fe w w(*eks ago tin* (]m‘stion came up befoia* a 
Missionary ( ainlere.nee to which I belong and t his v(‘ry (%as(^ of Kamdirapara 
was discussed as a vm-y usid’ul placrc wlnuas boys of t his character c.ould be 
smit. Ihit missionary so(U(‘t.i(ss in thes(^ days havt* not, abundant funds to spare 
and We wert^ (‘onside ring wlu^t lnu’ it. would be wise t.o imavst some mom‘y in a 
host(‘l ol this (diaraet.ei*. Ibit wo felt that this was dilli(‘ult owing to war cain- 
dit.ions I am t.lnu'ofoia^ v(‘ry glad t.o suf)|)ort this la'sohition of tin; llon’bh* 
Sir Rajendra Nath M ookerji'c*. If wi* want our educjational plan to ix^ wisi! and 
strong and (dlicient W(* shall have to fac‘(3 this problem of what to do with 
boys who hav(‘ r(‘ceived a (jcrtain amount of islucation, but who are unlit, 
for various reasons, to take ad vauce<] work. VV<; should do nothing to sw(*II 
tln^ great crowd of boys (‘iiteiang our (;olleg(‘S and who aft(*r sonn* \'car*s 
in <;ollege, aiay f)erhapH, unlit for anything (iX(a‘|)t a (clerkship on Ks. a 
montli. H(ire is one way which may pi'ove to lx* a solution of a real 

difficulty and I trust that (jlovtnuimeni will give every consideration t.o this 
as typi(3al of wliat may lx* dom^ to solve* th(> problem.” 


Tin* llon’ble Sir S. P. Siniia sai 1 : — 

“ My Lord, I think tin* previous spt3ak(‘rs have made it. abundantly e‘lear 
that the (iov(U’nm(*nt and t in* publie; at large* — all edasses are^ at exn* witii r(‘gar<i, 
lirstly, to tin' ele ‘N'edo]mie'nt of industries in Imiia, ami se*condly, te> tln^ fuat 
that that must hi* elenn^ as ejuickly as pejssible*. 'Fin* need for t he* de'\ade)pment 
of Imlian imlustrie^s is u ni V(*rsally aelinit.te* 1 anel it is a matter e)f pure e*oinmon 
se‘nse that in oiabu’ te) devede))) manu fact u re's by inae him‘ry you must have 
mechanical e'ngin(*.(u-s. Tin* only way of getting a sutticieuit numlx*r of 
ihechanical engirnu^rs is lo train them In're* be*e!ause* it. is inijxmsible le; get tln^m 
in any largt? numbtu* freim Knglanel mnv, beith be*e*ause; eil tln^ elistainx* and 
be*( aause e>f the salaries w(3 shall h.ave* te) pay in re'spe*ct e)| |»e e);.b^ breiught emt 
from England anti it will V)e incre*a8ingly difficult in the futurt*. Se> lully alive 
is Cxovornmt^nt to tliis nheessity that tlie*y have appeiinted fe>r that ]njr[)e>se a 
tJommission fif which the lIoiFble Meivau* is suedi a distiiiguisInHl member. 
The only question, therefore, is as to hejw leiget th(?se mechanical cngineerB 
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who are ho ensentia) for the development of inanufacUirinp: industries in 
India. 

Now the Hclu iiie, to which the Hon’ble Sir K. N. Mookerjee refers, was 
prepared by th(^ (Jovernin^ iicdy of the Sibpur College and has boon before 
CovornriKiiit only since tlie (‘iid of December last. I am mentioning this only 
to show why sucdi an aj)parently useful object is not provided for in this 
year’s Hu(lg(‘t. It was not until just before Christmas that this scheme 
came up bidore (lovernment, although 1 know that the report had been made 
some time ago ; the matter has not yet been decided by the Government 
although I hop(^ it will not be long before a decision is arrived at, and 1 hav(^ 
(^vcny hope f hat a favourabh^ decision will be arrived at with regard to the 
recomiiHuidations of tin* Govcu ning IkxJy. All hough, therefore, 1 may begin 
by saying that I am not able to accept the resolution in the form in which it 
is inov(‘(l, 1 am able to assure my Hon’bh^ friend that ste])s will be taken 
the moment this sclnune lias be(‘n consid(‘r(^d and a decision arrived at- to give 
(d1*(H^t to it without tin* loss (»f a single })ossible moment. 1 am glad that the 
llon’ble Sir lb N. MookeTj(*e has givcui me an op]H)rtunity to slate the position 
of Gov(*rnm(uit with regard to this matter, b(*cause from tin* r(‘solution mov(*d 
by my frii'inl it s(‘(uns to mo that the jiublic have no idea at all as to what t in* 
HcheiiK^ is or what ste])s are in contemplation for tln^ training of nu'chauical 
engineers in India. 


Our present position is this, and I ask t he (a)un(nrs forix'arance for a 
lew nil nut ns, b(‘(%‘iuso 1 think it ncc<vssary that tlie juiblie should know what 
the position now is and how (juickly wi^ are going to inijirovc* it. Wdien 1 
have imade t hat cdc'ar I t.hink tln^ Couinnl will agriu* with nn^ that wo are 
moving with tin* tim(‘s and as soon as a d(*(nsion is arrivixl at, tin' s(*h(mi(^ 
will !)(* given elVect, to, not m(*r(dy with rt*gard to tlu^ vmy small jiart which Sir 
Ibajcndra Mook(‘rje(Oias in(ror])orat ed in his r(*sol ii tiiin, but with rc^garil to the 
whole*. Now, t In* pr(‘sent position Ts t his — as regards the t raining of mecdianical 
migiinu*rs. 


At ])r(‘S(*nt W(* can train mechanic.al (*ngiin*('rs in t wo ways. One is 
through t h(' Sibpur (Jolh‘gfe and t he otln*r is by t raining th(‘ni in certain work- 
shops. mostly railway workshops. So far as tin* Sibpur Colhgi^ is conciu'ued 
there is a (joursc of 4 yt*ars and boys entc*r at the ag(^ of 16 or 17 and study in 
tin* (Jolh^ge for I yt^ars. 44iey then go through a practical course of one year 
in tin' (x)llege workshops. Du ring tin' whoh' of this ptudod, so far as the Sibpur 
Colh‘ge js (n)nc(‘rm'd, they obtain a certain amount of tkcorct but voi*y 
litth' pr act iail instruction. That is oiu' system. The otlu'r systimi is that 
of ai)})r('ntic('ship at workshops, princijially railway worksho])S. 44iat is a 
course' of f) or 6 y(*ars during whicdi period they obtain a large amount of 
}>ractical instruction, but vc'ry litth* theoretical instruction, i understand that 
tln\v have got a sort of evening class(*s attached to these railway workshops. 
Thest' art* the only two ways in which we can t rain nu‘chanical engineers at 
prt*sent hero. In the former, they get a good deal of theort*tical instruction 
anti a certain amount of practical instruction and in the latter they get 
a good dt'al of jiractical, but very little of theoretical instruction. The result 
is that tin* first turns out a Ck)llegt' product with little practical experience, 
while tl le second turns out practical men with insufticitmt tht*oreticaI educa- 
tion. 44iat is the present position. The Governing Body of the Civil 
Kngim't*ring (College appointed a sub-committee consisting of the Principal 
himself, the Dirt*ctor of Public Instniction, Mr. Harnett and Mr. Adams ; 
and they made their report some time about the middle of last year in which 
they recommended that these two systems should be comliined, that there 
should be more theoretical instruction given in the railway workshops 
where little theoretical instruction coil Id now be giveti. They further recom- 
mend that when these boys have received theoretical instruction which 
will be afford od at the railway workshops plus a large amount of practical 
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training they will ffel then', some of IhtMii will l>o ^ood enough to profit by 
a furl her eoiirst' of theor(*tieal Irainiiijir ^^lel ])rovisi()!i should he luade in tin' 
Sibj)iii‘ Collect' for sindi of tlnnn as would be n'atly and willing' t o n'ceive I In^ 
hi^lier theoretical training. These are the re(‘onunendal i» mis whndi they 
liavt* madt'. ^^)ll set', t hei‘<dore, that t lu' scht‘iii(‘, as a \vh(»le, involvt's 
training in the railway \vorksho}).s wIkm**' there is no t Inoret ical instni(*tion 
frivi'n now and where praot ic’ally only An^lo-lndian boys lectM ve I l ainin^ now ; 
it is ]n*o|)ostMl to tiain not- only thes(' boys, but. rdso Indian boys an<l t ht‘y 
sh<»uld p]*ovide nior(‘ liig’lnM’ t lieortd-ii'al InslriM'tion t-iian t hey do at ]>rt'stuit 
and in onb'r t.o (‘dueat-(‘ a lar^t'r number of Indian boys, tlnne sliould b(‘ 
liostids providtal, IxMJause, as has betm }>oint.ed out by tlu‘ learned \’iee- 
( vhaneellor, it- cannot bt' done without providing heall hy residmt ial (juarta'i s 
for these boys. 1 had bet-ttn* stat(‘ what the s(dn'nK‘ as a whole is so iar as 
these worksho[>s are eoneeriied. 'Tlnw ri^eomnu'nd that t in* Railway (a)inpani(‘s 
should build and fiirnisli lln‘ hostels and tin* l,eidinieal institute; that l.lu' 
Railway (’omjianies should stath the ho^t-els ; that ( ioveinnient sin Mild pia )\ ide 
for the cost of th(‘ t-ea<diin^ st.alV and ajiparatus at tin' t(‘ehnieal inslitutt' 
through a grant-in-aid to t he Railway (hinipanies ; and t-lial pro\ ision should 
Im' nia<le lOr seholarshijis t-enrd>h' by jiassed appianil lees at- Sibjiur. It is 
not enough that the railway should juaeale t-ln* host, (‘Is. II you provide the 
host.ids you go a <-ertain vvay, but not far (‘iiougli, b(M!:ius(‘, altluMigh t he hostels 
at the railway waukshops at Kanehrapara will (‘nabh‘ them to i(M*ei\e Indian 
boys wlieia* I h<‘V reeei\’<‘ iKMie now, t he i nst ru(*t u >n will ik)! b(* siieli as to 
reud(‘r t hmn (!aj)able (»l (bniig t lu* highi*r (dass ol W()rk |or wh)(‘h there is a 
demand. Now, it will do s( uiiething, but not (piit(‘ eiiougli ; you want inorc*. 
than that. You want not only the iiosti'ls built, furmsiu'd and stalled, but 
y<.)U want an iiK*rease in IIk* t(‘aehing stall ol the t<*ehni(‘al classes atta<*luMl t-o 
these workshojis ; you want apparal us lor thest' te(‘hni(*al institut(‘s and tln' 
(vOmmilte(' re(‘( Mil iin ‘iid that the ( io\a*rn nnuit should j>ay lor tin* in(*reaHed 
statraiid the apparatus that is necessary and that the railuay should provide 
tlu' hostcR. ddu-y flirt lu'r iN^eommend that it is not enough to ))ro\ide f( m* tin* 
iiistruel ioii o| i(U’(*man meehanies or mist ns * you must prov ide ioi higlun 
th(‘oretieal inst-riiet ion ; you won’t provi'h' that meiely b\' giving a grant ol 
Rs. r>(),()()0 for a hostel whi(di will probably hoUS(‘ 100 or loO sluth*ntH 
at a liuu?, but you wdl iiavo' t-o pr<»vide hostels at, various ot h»‘i pla(M‘s, such 
as LilhKiali, Kharagpur and Jamalpur where t h(‘re are vvorKsho))s now. ddie 
Port tdoiiim issioi I < us and other linns like Messi's. King A' f o, burn A t-o., 
shoul 1 b(* indiieed also l.<» provide similar lamlities so Iar as their work- 
shops ari* eon {*(' r 111 ‘d , but l hese eonipanu's d<> nol now pneide lor t-ec hnuMl 
instruction. ddu' (^)Uneil will, tlu'iad ore, see that the selmme vvhieh is ro(rom- 
^ii6nd(*d IS a large one and t hat it is onlv' a small p.art o| t-lu* sidu'nu* vvhu h 
requires I hat hostels should be provide(l anuMigsl other plaei^s at Kanehrapara. 
Pro^’lslon wall hav e l(> Ik* iii.ido at olh'*)' jilaoe.s lor host-e|s such as l.*illoo,di and 
Kharagjuir within this proviiie<' and provision will liirtln r have t-o be made 
foraii iueiauisi' of tin* stall’ in the teejinieal scdiool and ol apj)arat-us luuK'Ssary 
to I’aise the status of the classes so that tlu‘y (ain tram noi, mcrelv’ mist i is (m 
evu'u foreman ni 'clianu^s, but n*al mec-hanical engineers. 

The (Mily rt‘.aS(Mi why this s<!lu'nu* could not lie biilgctti-d this year was, 
as I have already told t-iie ('oiined, that, t.lu' scheim* did not corno bcloie ^ h< 
(Tovernment until about ( diristmas last yrear. t hat about t wo and 

months ago. 1 have e\a*r\' nuasiMi to think that the scheme, as a who < , wi 
be saiK-ti.MHMl. Kven if vve lind that the railways an* either unable or unwil- 
ling to provide an\' host-el, we shall piaiss it upon them, as ju<igmg iiom 
Sir William Mcwer’s statement (Mi I Im* budget the lailways scorn to bg 
rolling in money and 1 do not see why t hc\' shouhl not- hn it 

becausi* they will be immediatt*ly b<*n(*fitcd by the sirlieme. W lud-lnw 
they do it or they do not, tlu" heginning which rny lri(*nd asks us t-o make is 
a very imxiest (Mie and even if vva^ cannot give ('Hc.ct to the scln‘mc as a wiiolo, 
vve hope to he able to givi' (‘fVeet to that portion it which he rcKuanmends. 
What I ask on behalf of the Government js tJiis : let us have an opportunity 
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fij-8t f)f all of ('xaniiiiing tlie schome — it has b(^eu before us for only two 
inoutlis — and of seeing if we ean carry out tlie selu'me as a v»’lioh‘. If we can 
vv(' shall do a grt^at deal inor(‘ tdian a niere provision of a hostel at Kanchra- 
y)ara. If \\v find that wo cannot do it either l^ecause the railways do not 
come into the scheme or la'cause we are unable to provide tlu^ larger 
staff and- ai>l)aratus and so fortli that is nec^essary I can promise this 
(^)unell that evtai if we cannot carry out the scheme as a whole, W(^ 
shall e>arry out as much of it as wo can. (Government is thoroughly con- 
vinced tluit it, is n(H*(*ssary, jf we are to devt‘lop industries at all, that no 
time should b(^ lost, and that a beginning must be mad(^ as i^arly as poesibb*. 
1 hoj)(‘ 1 hav(' ma<le it clear to the (Council that tlnna* is no disj)08ition 
whats(HU’(‘r on th(‘ | art of the ( iovtumnumt- to shirk its undoubted obligation 
in tlie matte r and that tli(‘ sympat hy which J show t,o the sclu^nu' is not 
nieridy lip symjjathy, but one which wo dt‘sire to be translates! into action at 
t he (‘arlie'st jiossible ojiportunily. 1 can assure my Ilon’bh' friend that vve 
m(‘an to do it (uther in tlu‘ way lu^ ])ro])()ses or in sonu^ otln i' way, but, that 
th(‘ sclienu‘ is now Ix'fore us and is i-oceuving consideration ; and I have 
('V(‘ry r(‘aKon to hojx' that, within this yt^ar wt' shall b(^ abl(‘ to do what the 
llon’bl(‘ Member desires and ])robably a good (h‘al moi*(‘.’’ 


Tin* llon’ble Sik Uajkndka MowKKk.ikk said : — 

“ My 1 iord, J hav(‘ to (‘X])lain t wo ]>oints. The first and most important 
is tliat from what th(‘ llon’bh* McuuIku* has said no action (uin bc^ takeui unless 
and until t h(‘ whol(' scluune is matuiani and sanctiom‘d by (Jovernimmt. I 
am unable to accr]>i. his view, b»-(MUse it is known that in such mat t(‘rs 
( b)\'ernim'nL moves slowly and that, t In^ la'Sidt wouhl be that, vtaars would be 
lost. ddie. (io\’(‘rning l>ody of tin* Si bpur t k >1 lege ha\'e su Innitl »‘<| a eomph'li* 
scInuiK* which 1 admit may tak(' a little tinn^ to b(‘ eonsidoowl m all its 
bt'arings Ix'foia' ( * overn numl, sanctions t hi> whoh* seheme. My r(‘solution to 
biiihl a hosti'l at K ainbi rapara is a j)ai t of t in* (‘omph‘t(‘ s(*lien)e, ami as 1 have 
ali(‘ady point (mI out, if the money askt^d I’or is sanc.t ioimi I to-day d, will be 
at, least, t wt‘l ve months Ixdore the hostel is eoinph'ted ami Im' !a‘,ady for 
oec'Upataon. SuiaGy t In* comph‘t<‘ sehenu' now befoia* tin* < * o\nnannen t will 
(wit h any mod itlcal ions t hat t he (Joverinmoit may think lit to mak(') Ik* ])ass(‘d 
and sanetiomsl before this, and we vvoll thus savt* om*y(‘ar. \\ hatexan* ibrin (jf 
modilication the s(!h(nm> may take tin' building of tin* hosti*! at- Kanch ra])ara 
IS a sinr non^ and once the host,<‘l is provnled tin* Supt‘ri ntemb'iit. of the 

workshoj)s will abh* t,o admit boys as ai)pr(‘nt k*“S. Tin* (|U('stion of tln^ 

arrangenu'nt for higln'i* tln'orelical training do(*s not aiase till the t,w(dvo 
months’ aj>pr('ntic(*shij) which tin* stu<lcnts will ha\a* to urid(‘rgo has ('Xpired. 
Huring this pt'i’iod t h(\\' must ])r( ee tlnn r a])tit,ude a mi physical lit-ness for 
woikshoj) ti*aining and hard work, and (x )nse(|Uen tly sonu* of tln'in may 
|)robably ha\e to Im* \\ee<h*<l out at, tin' (‘ud of the first yt'ar. 

!\Iy Loi’d, I would ('\])lain that the Kairopi*an youths now engaged as 
aj)])i’(Mit i(‘(‘s get, their r.heoreti<ad training only in the night school and afl(‘r 
being in tin* workshoj) lor four yiaii’s, are considered eligil)l(‘ and suitable for 
})osts of meehani(!s with salaries ranging from 11s. 200 to Us. bOO per month. 
Eve'll if Indian boys g('t oidy the sanies facilities as Europeans in re'gard to 
tinn’r theoretical training, sun'Iy they will, after h'aving the worksho]) with 
the usual di])loma, In^ able to e'arn at h*aHt half as much as Eui-ope^an youths, 
and I havi* hop(*s that soim* of tlu*m will t^arn tin* same' pay as their European 
fellow-mat I's. If this be^ the case, e>ur Indian boys will be more than 
eonte'ided, as tlu'ir ])n*st‘nt prospe'cts, (‘Vi*n aftt'r passing U.Sc. or M.Sc., is 
not more than Us. 50 to Ks. 100 a month. There can be no question that 
tln^ com])h*t(* s(‘ln*nK' giving faculitie^s for higher theoretical training is neces- 
sary, but ))ending its sanction, I fail to set^ why such a sum as that asked for 
in my resolution cannot be placed in the hands of tin; Uailway authorities to 
enable them to commence the building of the hostel. 
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TlH^seooml point raieeJ by the Hon’hlo Mcmbcn- u.is \vli, ihrr I ho Ihiilwav 
autljorit i(‘s will not. piovidc' 1 In* notavssary (ox poitdit in-o loi i !,o hostid build- 
in^?. I bo^ t() ])oint out tdiat Tor two roasous it is uoi po-,sil.|t‘ Toi* thoin to do 
so. I^drst, it is widl known t o ovt'ry ono of us tliat ouinirto war ooudithms !h(' 
failsyiys liavo Ikhui workin^^* undi'r a S(‘Vt‘ro sti-ain, and ha\t‘ not bo.-n ablo t<» 
rt'pair or n^j>lonisl! t luur rolling: stock sinoo ilio war 1 m ^au Alihoindi 
Sir William Mt'ycu- announood in bis IbnliTol. simmm-Ii 1 ,,. Mwod 

IM) millions storliniT Tor tln^ jiurposios. I hav<' statod o\or\ p.uin^- will bo mom 
tlian nocossity bu- its h'^^iliniatt^ obj(u-t, nanudy, tho u|)-k(‘opi no* of I hr di iVoront 
liiH'S vvhi(*h is thoir Iif(‘ and soul, and oonsiM juoni 1 \ not hmi^' will hr axadablt' 
for lniildin^ hoslids. Hosidos tho <lolay in oa rry in r* . >ii m^i^-ot iat i. )iis will bo 
(‘iiormous. 

The second roas<ui is ihal I am doubtful whoj.hor I ho Kail way Koard, or 
tlu' ImjHU'ial ( loNa'rnmmit wdl sanction an oxjM'ndiluro lor the t raining- of 
Bong’ah'o boys. khacil it ios are already r-i von for t ht^ odu(*ation and t rainiuLT 
(d‘ Kuro|)(‘an youths (sons of rail w'ay (‘inploycsc^s ) to at t ract t.lu‘ fathm-s int o 
the strvi(‘c ol I lu' Kaihva^' and also to ^ot. I h(‘sc Ixu/opo.m lads (unployi'd (ni 
railway ^^ork. 1 , t inuoforta a^^ain ur^(‘that immodiato sand iiai boaoo.)rdod 
to tho <*xj)(mditairo lafmaaMl to in my resolution. My Lord, I ha\o not. I ho 
fa(ulity to oxj'ri'ss in haiLrlish sindi ))hi*asos as my Ilon’blo frirnd, Sir 
Sat.ymidra Prasanna Sinha, finds ii so <'as\' t,o (aunmaml, noi* am I oomjx timt 
to un(ld*stand Ins diplomatic lan^-ua^^o such as ‘ 1 ha\'(‘ reason to bolioxo.’ 

M have ('Very ho]»o’ and ‘wo will j^ivc cv(‘i\n' consideration — boinu’ a business- 
man I would ))r<‘for a plain answan*. I am, thm-oforo, (‘om|M llrd to ask Your 
Kxcolhmcy to ph*c(‘ my r(‘solution Ind’oro tln‘ ('ouncil, and altJioii/^rh I am 
aware* thal tin* carrA’int?' (»l a resolution by this (’ouncil moans notJiin^X inor»^ 
than a recommendation, still I havi* ^|•eat. hopes that eonsid('rin^ tlie support 
I have* 7 *('(U‘i\’ed from xairious Ilon’blo Members, that my resohition will be 
carri(‘d and will at. least hav(' a moral elVcct.” 

Till* resolution was then j)Ut. and a^re(*(l t.o. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. X. 

The II ou’ble KaIUI Kh a liENDKA (hlANDUA liw mo\ (M I the (oil owinu,’ ri^solu' 
t ion ; — 

d’his (H)uncil recommends to tlie (iov<*rnor in f council that — 

(u) Ks. r>,Ih,r>S() ))e allotted bn- payment to the l>isl,ri<-t Hoards as 

r(‘j)i esent in^ the tot al amount of d(M I net ions m.idr b\' the bocal 
( 1 oxei-nnn'n t f?*om l-he augment at-ion i^ran t.s for the x ea i s 1 ‘.U l-Ib, 
Iblh-^lti and Iblti-lJ ; and 

(/>) this sum be providiM] for by a corresj >ond in < 4 ' reduction eitln‘r in 
the (‘Stimatod (e\ | end it ure uinlei- ]N>ll<*c. ot m that, under New 
Majoi' Woi’ks ((hvjl Woi'ks in r-har^e of tin- Public \\h)?kH 
1 )(^])aitment). 


He said : — 

‘‘My Pord, jii moving a r(*solution in (*onnection with t he k inancial 
Statetnent last year. I stated that in*thint? ha<l jnizzird me mor(‘ than the 
shcH’t allotment under the liea<l au^*ment at ion c-rant. in t he Ibultt^'t. 
And, belic‘ve me*, nothing has ^iven me ^reat.oi j)leasur< — of the unalloyed 
kind-^this year rlian the just and ample piaivisions under t Ink head in the 
revised estimates for the closing year as also in tin' Kudj^et tor I 

must express my thankfulness Govern nu'nt lor liavin^^ ^iv(‘ii edb'ct. to my 
resolution l)y thus inereasin^^ the amount of the tyrant as allotti^l last yijar. 
The principle for which 1 conteuided was accepted by Sir Shams-ul-Huda ; and 
tlie present resolution is, .as I look ar it, ujK)n a imua* matter of del ail and 
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r(‘pre8ontH a minor complaint, in which, I hope, T shall have the sympathy of 
tlio Hon’hh^ Member in (;har^e. 

Having dealt with the subject of augmentation grant at some length 
last ytar, I shall not tres[)ass ni)on tin* time and patiema' of the Ooiiiicil for 
more t han a lew minut(*s to-day. 1 desire, howevcn*, to britdly rt^capit ulate the 
facts of th(^ cas(‘ now for enabling Hon’ble Members to understand the 
position cl(‘arly. 

Tlie angiiKnitation grant was instituted by the Govtn’nineiit of India in 
IhOo for the benefit of District Doards and was fix(‘d at J of the road cess so 
far as Ihnjgal was (U)ne(n*iu‘d. d'he Proviiicial (jJov(n*nmenl were charged 
witli the duty of distributing this grant to the individual lioai'ds, and they 
have* IxHUi <bang it <‘Viu' since, lieing thus fixed at 25 pei* cent, of the road 
e(‘ss, which is an ('Xpanding source, of revenue in Ihuigal, this grant is also 
('xpmisive in eharacter and has gom^ on incn‘asing. Jn J!H)5, t Ik‘ assignnnnit 
madi^ l)y the lni])erial GovcrniiHuit towaid this grant was 12^ lakhs in Ihuigal 
as it was tluni constitut (‘d. ^\’ith the* formation of the m^w Jht*sid(‘ncy of 
Jfengal in 1!)12, howi ver, a new linancial Si^ttlenumt was concluded between 
tlii^ ji]i])(‘rial and the Jjocal (Trovi'miiHuit ; and among otlj(‘r assignments of f lit' 
(iov(‘rnm(mt of I inlia to the* ( lovernmenl of Hcnigal, t he augirnnita tion grant 
was incorpora t(‘d in the s(*tt lenKoil ligui'es. So tljat it is not possible tr)-day 
to point, to a sj)ecific annual provision made by the lm|)erial Goven-nnient for 
this purj)OS(‘. And sinct' 1!M2 t.h(‘ obligation of finding this Huctuating — 
I may say, st(^a,dily increasing — grant for tin* District Hoards has Ixhui thus 
laid upon tin* Lo(;a] G<»V(‘rnm(mt among all th(‘ various terms and conditions 
of the financial s(*t tlcnncnt . So far with j*egard to t h(‘ augimm tat ion grant. 

Now, My Lord, in HH3, there* was a welcoim^ a(‘C(‘Ssi()n of funds to the 
District Hoards by tin* surnmder to t heni of tht^ (mtire [)ubli(* works C(*ss 
rec(‘i])ts. In (‘omj)ensat ion fo” tlu* surnnidcr of this growing souiaa' of 
r('V('nu(*, th(^ Ciovernment. of Ihmgal wme giv(‘n a fixed Imptn’ial assignimuit 
of Its. 24,93,000 a year, and W(‘re allowed to resume a ])rovincial grant which 
the District Hoards us(x] to gid under the nami‘ of (X]uibbrium grant, and which 
am()unt(‘d tolls. 4 lakhs 19 thousand annually. TIk* Local Government have 
thus been g('tting practically Hs. 29,42,000 (nan-y year in (axchanga* for tln^ 
public woiks c(‘ss revenue. 

Hut, My Lord, as the public works C(*ss la vemu* was found to (‘.xcuxhI 
this fixed assignment, the Local ( io\'ern imml b('gan (]Ui(‘t]y to curtail the 
amount of such annual ex(‘(‘ss fiom the augnamtation grant. 33ie jnactical 
(•fleet of this arrangement was that. it. wina^ as if the District J^>ai-ds whicdi got 
the fixed annual assignmimt of Hs, 29 lakhs 42 thousand and the public 
works cess still continued to l)e ci*edited to th(^ Ih’ovincial ('xchec^juer. 

As t his nu*ant a steady and imn-taising loss of le.git imate rex'eniK' to t la^ 
District Hoards, I moved a I’csolution in connection with the last Financial 
Statement for t.lu) ]>urpos(' of (uisuring a full allotment of this Imperial grant. 
Sir Shanis-ul-H uda was pleased to acce])t that resolution, although he put it 
moi-e on 1 he ground of generosity than on that of justices And Government 
have, 1 am grat.elul to observe, given (^ITect to my resolution by budgetting 
for full jiayments in 1917-lS and D91S-19. 

Hut, My 1 a)rd, what about the dtxluclions mad(' from tln^ grant during 
the three imiiKHliat cly preceding y(^ars ? On tia* last occasion, I ventured to 
(>X]n'ess the hope that. ( lovmnmeiit would make gocnl thicse fxist appropriations 
as wadi, the amounts of which w'eia' statfxl to be Ks. 18,367 in 1911-15, 
Ks. 1,37,788 in 1915-16 and Hs. 3,33,431 in 1916-17, the total being 
Hs. 5,19,586. 

Sir Sbams-ul-Iluda in his last Hudget speech referred to this matter and 
said that he could not make any promise of making good the short payments 
of these years. He further thought that as the payment of the grant was a 
matter of generosity cm the jiart of G*overnment, no question of claim could 
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arise so far as tliost> past dtHinct i» ‘iis coiuu'riit^il. 1 liaJ pointcnl out tlial 

the initiation of tljt* ^ranl ^^as no doulu an act oF Inipmial h* 'in“ti(?cnc(\ Iml 
the Provincial ( iovcrnincnl. liad in> autiiorily to curtail it. I'o this Sir* 
Shains-ul-Huda’s r(*j)ly was that ‘tin* (iovcrnincnl oF licn^-al liad a shai'c in 
that generosity, ln'causc th(‘y had ti> lind the <lilVertuu‘c IuUuihui iIk' li\(‘d 
assio’n inent and tin* inert'astnl ijj*rant It'oin yi'ar tn ytai’ hy !(“a.s(tn <»1 tin* 
increase in t he rt'ccipts on the road t‘css.’ Ihit hert' So’ Shams ul-i In la had 
faihal in his a pju‘eciat ion ol t.lu' linancial arra nu^cincn 1 '^incc t lu' hist ju oN in-^ 
cial setthuiHUit. f'or, sinca* lhIl^ Wc havi* no more ol ti\cd asm^imumts 
From tin* ( J ovt'rnnicnt. ol India on account oF tin' auL!.iin‘nl at ion yianl And 
this was stated \(n-ych'arly in reply to my staria'd (picstion No '22 ai tic* 
nn'ctin^' oF this (’oiincil, dalt'd 3>rd July, I1M7. And when tin* matt'*!’ was 
mad(' tJie suhji'ct oF an int I'l-pi'l lat ion l>y the llon’hlc Maharaja ol ( '(*ssimha/ ir 
in the. Finperial Leo'islati vi' ( 'ouncil. Sir Wdlliam also siatod that tin* 

assignments on ae^count. oF tin' auganentat ion ^-rant ‘ aia* now' nMuyr.d m tin* 
ad iustin^’ ent I'li'S made undtu* tin* piawincial s('tt h'nifml . 

My Lord, wdiatevci* may hav<‘ Ikh'ii tin* cas<* h(J’oi«', sim't' i Ik* last, 
provincial scttl(*ment, the payment, oF tin* au^nn'iit at ion ^r,a n t, — with all its 
])OSsihilitK*s oF ('Xpansion — waas made a cliarj^c upon tin* revenue nl the 
lirovinet^ ; and the imiiosition oF this expansivt' liahility is as much a Featuia* 
oF t.ln‘ last tinaneial si't tleuK-nt, as the aHsi<rnment <)F t In* dilfortml (‘Xpansiva^ 
In^ads ol revenue to 1 lie lo(‘al ( Jov (‘rnment . And li tin' Local (lONerniiKuit 
Wi'n* to make short, jiaynu'iits oF tin' a u <4:111. ‘ii tat ion ^n-anl, ih.'y w.uild he (luile 
as ^uiltv ol a hrea<‘ii ol eaiN'i'iiant as tln'V vv.nihl he il, hu nisi, me.'. th(‘\ weic* 
makin^^ lar^ei a])pi‘opriat 10ns I rom tin' lainl revi'iim* than .allowa'd iiinh'i the 
linancial si't.t h nn'iit . 


My lionl, I maintain that t.ln'ia' can h.* nociueslion ol uen.'rosity in this 
matta'i* het\vt*en the L<»eal (tI o\'mn meiit and the 1 district Hoards. Lnless ainl 
until you cry olVtln* har^aiii that you made in Ihl^, tin- liahility oF the, 
Provincial (oivernmeut to find tin* Fuli amount oF tin* au^m. nt.atioii ^rant Fiom 
year to yi'ar is a very real oin*. IF it is a ^(‘ucrosity at .alh it is a ^n*ner<»sity 
i)F a coinpulsory clnaract.er so far as tin* InKjal ( Jovernment arc concer in.d. I 
hopt', theri'Foia'*, that (Livermm'nt will not take up tin* ahsiir.l poMtion ol 
makine Full iiayment Fr<.m PJ 1 7- 1 8, while rcf(isin.<r to malo* the slnui 

jiayments oF jiast yeai>. 


My Lord, wnt.ii regard t.o the r<*ductions su^ecsteil in this r(‘solution 
uiitirr ‘nl.hrr <-1 ..xi.cMdltiin', il Is a iii.iIkt of Iniin. In n si.ninLi 

llic aimuml nl’ Ks. n, 1 (JnvcniiiK'nl will niily Ix' ilisdiary-in^ra jiisl liai.iliiv. 

And as lids aiinxinl jiislly l..donu-.a 1.. nllmrs, l.iil was s| .-nl l.y <inv. rnm. Ml 
For purp<*scs oFtln*ir owm, it wudl he For (iovmmmcnt lodeeide where (^xacUy o 
ai.t)ly Uh. pnudiifr kniln. so as In .•nal.J.' llmin 1.. fitnl (In' nn.n. y n..sN. I.ul il 
I ui'av explain wliv 1 siit;ei.sl a <Mirladm.'nt .il )li.' I’.ili... i!n. ml in pailnn ai. 

! shall say llial I d’n iml rpiile aiipmve ..1 11... mar\ ell.iiis .Iasi nily "I l-nln-e 
..xp.mditur.', whicdi— 1<. my miml— Is iml aeenmpani.'. I l.y a e..ri..sp..n.|iny^ 
de.n-ce <.l' ,.tliei..ney. As, linw,.ver, I km.w w lial st n .nyr a- h . r al. s ..| 1*"''^ 

we have, in lids Hniise. willl \vlin!n ll wnuhl he innlish I n in.' |..< M.ss s ni . , 
I ihouK^hl il prmh.nl L- have a se.-nmi slrinff lo my l...w m Ih.' shai..' ..1 I he 
Ihil.lie Works l),.partm..nl. My l.nnh I In-p.- y.m wd ayr. ,■ uilh nm u In n 
I say 11, at a man-nr a ( inv,.rn,ne,d lor He- mailer ol pav s 

delA, or, in ..linn- vv. m. 1 s, meel I In- elai ms ol eompnls. .ry K' lnTos.lA , h. I 

he ihinks ol' piiltinir up line l.idhllnf^s lor his own use. 


The Hori’l.le Sii: IlhNin W ii i.ia.i.i: said 

“ Sir, as the ll..n'hh> Mover l.as sai.l, this malta-r was arf,nie.l in Counml 
iu connection with Iasi year’s Hudjr... , ami. ' | 
it somewhat slmrtly. 'I’he main i»oini at issue .e \m i n m j.' , 

and oursc-lves is thal wliat lie says is an .-el ol mere justjee wc alletrr- to 
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an a(5i ol’ ^onerosity powition is <his. In 1905-06 the Govornniont of 

linlia in tlii'ir (losii(‘ to (‘mnnira^c tlio <l(*ve!opni(‘nt of local solf-govoniinont 
jiicroascd tlj(‘ resources of District IJoaids by arrant c(pii wilrnt to t^5 pc^r (*cnt. 
of tli(‘ net road cess colle ctions, and this was known as tln^ an^nientarion 
g*rant. d'lie Disl,i-ict. Hoards had no claim to rcctuve* this sum ; the ^ivin^ of 
it was an act of fTC(‘m*rosity on tin* part of Governmiuit. In 1 915- 1 4 , th(‘ 
( i()Vt*rnment of India, from similar motives, went furtliei*, and madewaver 
t.o District Hoards the whole of tlie ]>uhlic works cess vvliicli up to that timi^ 
had Ikm'u absorbed by tloveuaiment l(‘avin^ inon4y tin' road c(‘ss to the 
District. Hoards. This, a^ain, was an act of geuuu-osity. On both occasions 
the usual procedure was followed by the Oovernment of India of making 
an assig’iimeiit to tln^ Loeail (loverniiKmt caU*ulate‘d on the basis of the 
amount by winch tln^ latter would be a loser. Wlnm th('8(‘ orders wtua^ 
received in 19H1-14, our |>redeC(‘Ssors — Lord OarmichaiLs (iovernment — Sir 
William Duke then bem^x tin* Finance Memb('r — took the ))(‘rf('ctly pfu*- 
missibh* vi(*w that, in so far as tin* pro\nnc(‘ was losing a sour(H* of ^rowin^ 
r('Venue in the pul»li(‘ w<»rks (‘css. with a corresponding- advantage to tlu^ 
District lioards as the cess receijits rose y(‘ar by yeai-, the augmentation 
giant might \n' reduced to tln^ (‘xtent of any ex(*(^ss of tlit^ incoim* from publics 
woi ks (a^ss over t.h(‘ assignment figure. That is to say, the augmentation 
grant, was reduc(‘d by tin* sum which the Local (!o\'ernment would ha\ai 
ri‘eei\’e<l had tlu'y rc'taiiied tin' ])ubbe works e(‘ss, and this eours(‘ was 
adojited for thrtM' years 191 1 to 1917. On tin* occasion of tlii^ last Hudget, the 
llon’ble Mimiber raised this same point., asseifing that the Dist net H< )a)-ds had 
been thus <leprived ol momh's which they were eiit.illed t.o get, and the 
(i ovm'nnicnt of l h:it t inu' said tliat t lM'y W(‘i‘(‘ willing in fiitiirt* to disruintinue 
these de< I actions. Hut. tln^y d istincl ly deci iiu'd t.ogive ret rosjieeti ve (dfecU to 
that. cone('Ssion. ddie llon’bh' Sir Shams-iiLl 1 iida dehnitcly said : — 

I am sorry that, although wi^ int-eiid t.o jiay the full amount of tlu' 
augnumtal ion grant , wr* (‘an make no jtromise to makc^ go(Ml the 
short payiiKUits that \\(‘re made' during th(‘ last b‘w yc^ars.’ 

Oui* pr(‘dec(‘ssors, who W(‘r(‘ responsibh* for this arrangmiumt . th(‘rcfor(‘, 
dccliiuHl to mak(‘ a furt lH‘r jiaymcn t, and 1 do not t hink th(‘ jui'smit Oovt rnmcmt 
would b(> vv(‘ll adsds(‘d to d(‘part irom that decision and now to allocatuto 
District Heards a largt' sum to whi(‘h t h(*y hav(‘ no actual or d(d'jnit(' right.” 

Tlh^ II oiTble Haiuj HnAKKNOKA (hiANORA Hay Said ■ — 

iMy Loi'd. it. may be an act of generosity so far as I h(‘ Impiuial (Jovern- 
nieiit is concerned, but I do not think it is in any way cli‘ar to us that it is 
n<’t an act. of compulsory gtanu-osily on tli(‘ jiai’t of the Jh’oA incial Govcu'nimmt. 
I f t h(‘ lloii’bh' l\Iemb(‘r in (diarg(‘ intends to have th(‘ matter iH'ferrt'd to tin* 
lmj)erial (haincil for the |)urpoS(‘ of eliciting thihr opinion, I can withdraw 
t his resolution. ()th(‘r\\ is(‘, I uould piass tliis resoluti(/n for tlu' acc(d')tancc 
of t in* ( ’ouiicil.” 

The llon’bh' Sir IIknky WdiKKLKi: said : — 

Sir, 1 prtvsumt' the llon’ble M(‘mber refers to the Imjierial (lioveinment 
and not to the InijH'rial ('ouncil. 1 may say that jirioi- to tin* HudgiT discus- 
sions of last yi'ar our pHnleccssors informally brought, tin* matter to tin' 
notice of the (Jovtumment of India, and tln^ latteu’, in rt'plying, presumed that 
it was not intend(‘d to givi* rt‘trospe(‘f iv(‘ cHect to tln^ iu*w arrangement.” 

ddn> HoiLblo Haiut Hiiaiienoka Chandra Ray said : — 

My Lord, in that event 1 beg ti withdraw this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XI. 

The Ilen’hlt^ Maulvi Fazl-hl llAg iiiox ed 1 lie lollowino- ih s. )liil Ion : — 

(Joiiiicil i-t*c*omMi(‘]i(ls to tin* (it)V('rnor in ('oiincil tlial — 

(n) with a to I In* (‘stahlishinent <>!' a Al ii ha lunnelaii Arls (’ollo^o 

in (\'i](*utta a liini|) provision of Ks. (lis. ocin- 

I’in'jC and Jhs. ],('(),()()() non-rtu‘un in^) hr inadt* in lln* Ihidufri ;and 
(/>) lln* ('\}>rndit me hr iin*!. hy cnirtailinr- tin- «‘\ junidil nir on llu* 
following it.(*ins hy 20 |M‘r (amt. (*itlnn* hy irx ision o| csliniali s or 
partial stoj)pa^(‘ of lh(‘ works (‘onhmijdaf rd — 

(/) works in j)ro 4 *r(\ss of tin* Polna* lh‘par(nnnit in connrrjion 
wit h tln^ i (‘or^an izal ion of thr Ivaslmi iM ii^al Tolirr 
(Hud^jc^‘t provision Ivs. th7r>,(H)0^ ; 

(//) ronslmrtion (d‘ huildin^s in rrnin‘(‘iini with I hr ])arlition 
of 1^1 id na])or(' (Ihidi^rt jnovisioii Ks. Ihh) 1 . 000 ) ; 

(/?/) arcpiisit.ion of land in (‘oniH'rMon wit h I In* paililion rf 
Myinrnsintrh ( l>iidn-(‘t prox ision Ks. t),hO,OOo) ; 

(/^;) ad<litioiial t{‘niporarv fona*, 1 nt rl lir*(‘nrr Kranrli Ihidr-rt 
provision Rs. I,(H,oOS) ; and 

(r) inria'ast' of temporary forca* for Ihstrirl, I nlrlli£»rn(‘i‘ stall 
(lUnli^rt provision Ifs. 2 , 1 .‘>,4 I ti ). 

I lr said ; — 

“My Lord, tJi is (pirst ion of thr (*stahlishnnnit ol‘ a Midiammadan Arls 
(k)l](*t»a‘ is really a xrry old one and in oin* la^sprrt, it, is (‘X i ii ohlrr than the 
Lf^U’isJat i vr ( a>n nril. it was so lon^ a^o as I, In* x'rar I7SI that a roininiltrr 
was aiipoint(M| hy tin' lirst ( i o\’rrnor-( Knir rah Mr. Wariani I lastan/L^s, t-oronsidrr 
tin' ad \'isa hility ol’ tln^ ('Stahl ishnimt. of two rollrjas in t’airnita. one joi* 
Hindus and tin* olln*!' lor Muhammadans. At t-hat t.iinr it was very rightly 
dt‘ei<h'd that tin' (‘sta hlishinml of dmominational rollrjj^rs in the thru 
(‘xistin^ rirr umst an(a‘s of thr (ainntry won]<l hr soiiirwhat ])rrinal nrr, hut still, 
ay a r(‘snlt of t-lir dr I i hrrai ions of that. <a>mmit.t.(a‘. wi* ha<l tin* Sanskrit, (M»ll(‘^r 
and t h(‘ (Jalcutta Madrassa. I will not. take Uj> t hr time <>l t his t’oiinril with 
all that happened sima' thru up t<> the jirrsi'iit time as to tin* ad \ isa hil il,\' <>1 
having sueh a erlh*^(* in (kalrutta, hut I would onl>' wish to draw tin* notirr 
of your Kxrrllrncy’s (lovrrnnn'ul to thr fart that this (jurstion has hrrn dis- 
raissi'd srvt'ral t.inn*s not mrn'ly in t his (\»unril, hut also on puhhr platlorms 
and in tdn' puhlir ]>M'SS ; and I think 1 ran say this, without any h ar ol 
(mntradirt ion from any (juart.i*!-, that tin* nrrrssit.\ and import.anrr rl such 
a roll(*gr is now' admitted, and tin' only laaason ^ivmi hy (ioxcrnmnit so lai 
for not undtu’takin^ thr (*st.ahl ishmrnt. of a ,\I u ha mmadan Arts (h^llri^rin 
(Calcutta, is tin' rxrusr of waant of funds. I do not mean any rrlirrtion on tin* 
( rovurnnn*nt wln*n 1 use the word ‘rxcnisi*’ ; 1 know the linanrial st r(‘ss 
throup^h whirh VV(‘ are jiassin^, and 1 am onl,\' nsini^,’ tin* word m its ordi- 
nary s(*nsr as a la'ason for not. takim^ U|> tin* srhrmo ol .*ai(*h an iirr'rnt 
ehara<;t(*r. 

My Lord, 1 lind that in thr yisar 1H7L a rommilt'*r was a^^ain appointed 
which r(*rommendrd tin' (*sl ahljshni(‘nt of an Arts (ollr^n* loi Muhammadans; 
hut n^ithii’^ rann* of thr drli la'rations of that commit t.rr rithei. 1 hr (pirst ion 
was a^ain tak(*n up at a public m(‘rtiniu:’ In4d in 1 90S at the I own Hall, a mr(*t- 
in^ at wdiich the Hon’hh* Sir Syrd Shams-ul Huda look a \'rrv h‘.nlim 4 part, and 
who pointful out that tin* establishment of a Muhammadan th»lh‘Lr*‘ in ( alculta 
was a matter of tli'Mitmost iKHiessity. Tln'ii thrfpmstion w'a*^ r(‘[)eat,(‘d ly ])r('ss- 
ed iip(jn tlu' Goverumeiif, wdieii at. last GovrrnnHUit lrlt^<*fnn imu‘d that the time 
had come when tli(h cujlh'^e oujyfht to lx? ('stablished, and thmu* was a time 
when we felt that the colh^^^e xvas only a questicjii ol a mont liR. VV r have 
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cx]>o(*ti!i^ in vain. Our coniniuniry 1V(^I su strongly on I lie question tliat 
at tlio last session of tlu- Mu liaminaclan K<lucationa] (eaiference hc^Id in 
Caknilta, a rcsoJution was ]>ass(M] ur^jin^ nj)on tlu‘ (government iln^ necessity 
of estal>]isl)in^ tin* ( >ol](^;^e as f‘arly as j)ossil)le, and I may inform this (/ouneil 
that at a ])nh]ie m(‘(‘tinu!: held a Tew (la^’s a^^o, a strong* and influential 
committe e has l)e(‘n «a|)pointeel lor taking steps foi- th(‘ jairpose of raising 
funds to est-al»|jsh the colh'ge. ddie reason why vva* wish t<» have this colleire* 
esfahlished s(mhi may he hrit^ily stated to lx* this : it is well known that at the 
present moimMit. r«*sti‘ictions hav(‘ luMm })ut. on the numbtn* of studemts to he 
admitted at (‘Very colhjg(‘, ami although in most of tln\se colh*g<es seats havi^ 
l)(‘en res(‘rve(l ler M uhammadans, the t-otal numlxn- of such sc^ats I’alls far 
short of th(‘ i*e(|niF(Hl niimlxn* ; tin' r(‘sult is that (‘very yeai- on an av(‘rnge no 

less than loin- to li\’e hundr(‘d stmhmts have got to give up study sim})ly for 

want of a(a*ommovlal-ion in th(‘ e()ll('g(‘s. At t In^ ])res(‘nt mom(*nt, it is, I think, 
a mat t(*r on which th(‘r(‘ tjan h(‘ no d ill(‘r(‘ne(' ol opinion, that. th(‘ Mnliam- 
madan eommunity cannot afford to have, so many hoys go without (‘duca- 
tion, simply l)ecaus(‘ ih(*re is no Ciilh^ge in ('alc^it.la to admit them. My 
(;stimal(‘ of foiii' 1.0 fiv(5 hiindi'ed studinits not getting admission, may 
not he (juit.e ae(nlrat.(% hnt I think that (‘\'(m il th(‘ ( io\ ern imnit. do not S(H‘ 
tlnni' way t.o aeee])ting this r(“So]ution. th(‘y will admit that, a largt‘ nunih('r 
of Mnliamniadan stinh'iits are turmxl out. y(‘ar alter y<'nr, heeausi' th(n*(‘ 
IS md snfHeitmt. accomim »lation in t,h(> eollegi^s to admit tlnmi. I'he 
(jiK^stion, howeV(‘!\ IS want of funds; for only r(‘C(‘ntl^\' wlii'ii T put an 

in t(‘rp(‘llat ion in this Council, lh(‘ I'cply that was givem to me was t his : — 

‘A scheme for the (‘stahlishm(‘nt o( a Muhammadan (Jolleg(‘ at ('alciit.ta 
has heeii prejiared hut is in ah(‘yane(‘, hotli he(‘ause l,h(‘ liinds re(juir(‘(l ku’ its 
(^st.a hi ish iiKui t a ri' not, a t pr(‘S(‘nt a \ ailahl(‘ and also lM‘caus(‘ it is eoiisidinxMl 
(k‘sirahh' not to pro(X‘(‘d with l.h<‘ scIkmih' until tin* (Calcutta I’nivau-sity 
( 'oiiini ission has suhmit.hMl its r(‘port, and ordc'rs have h(‘en ]»ass(‘(| (Hi its 
r(‘commen(lal ions.’ 


My Lord, that gi\(‘s at. oma^ t in* i‘(*ason why ( io\'(*rnment havt‘ not, Ix^en 
abh‘ t<» est.ahlish this colk‘g(‘, and with a \'H‘W' to sliamgtlK'n tin' hands 
of ( io\ ernment . 1 hav(‘ juit forward my sngg(‘st ions in this resolut ion. It 
was only re(!(mtiy that I (lraft(‘(l a I>ill for h'vying an (‘duc.ation (a'ss on the* 
Muhammadans, and 1 fully exjxaded that, that Hill would Ix' ac«‘epte(l ; at any 
I’ate 1 would get. | ('rmissioii to ha\(' it, introduc(‘d into this (aiuncil and 
circulat(*d amongst my communit \' in ord(‘r t o (‘liei t ci it ieisms on tin* provi- 
sions (»!’ the Hill. Unfort unat.(‘ly, how('V(‘r, ( iov(‘rnm( nt did not s(‘(^ its way to 
grant me that permissnxi. I, tlu‘refore, Ix'gto jioint out, to your* kixc(‘l leiiey’s 
(ioverniiieiit that although funds may not lx* available so fai- as th(‘ pi(‘S(mt 
Hudget, ])ro\ isions ar(‘ coiuau'inxj, t h(‘r(‘ is a way in w hicli W(‘ can, if (h)V(‘rn- 
iiK'nt so desir(‘, st't ajiart su(;h a modest sum as t wa» lakhs of rii))ei*s in order 
to carry out this much (hssiiaxl ohjin-t. 1 liaA ts thereforis in(lic[it(‘d li\ (‘ lu^'ids 
of expcuidit ure, and I have not. ask(‘d that any of th(‘S(‘ itiuiis he (k‘k*t(‘d from 
tht‘ Hudget al togt't h(‘r, hut that a slice should he tak(*n from out of (‘nidi u]) 
to p(‘r (‘(‘lit., whi(di gives me a total of a littk' oV(‘r 4 lakhs, and I liave 
sugg(‘St(‘d that out ol this lakhs he set apart for tin* (‘stahlishmeiit of a 
Muhammadan Aits C()ll(‘g(' in (dilcut.ta. The lirst item from whicdi 
1 sugg(‘st t hat, mom\v may Ixr tak(’n is om* about works in progrt^ss of tin* 
l\>li(;(‘ 1 )(‘partm(‘nt in coiin(‘Ct.on with tin* reorganization of the Eastern Ik'iigal 
I’olice ^Hudg(‘t ])rovisi(Ui of Ks. (),7r>,0(K)). Your Excidleiicy will see that this 
provision of 64 lakhs is not likidy to Ix' sp(*nt in its (‘iitirety during tin* next 
y(‘ar ; at any rate tln.^ work may Ix' tak(‘n uj) and fairly a largi^ portion may 
h(* cxmipletcd and a small 8li(*c may he left over for this purpose, ddieii 
com(‘s th(^ construction of l>uildings in connection with tln^ jjartition of 
Midna])ore (Hudg(‘t ]>rovisiou Ks. 6,01,000} ; apd here again tlu‘ entire work 
neinl not I suspended, hut a slice can be takeii out of the lurnj) provision, 
and so on wdth regard to tlu' other items which I have mentioned in my 
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resolution. Witli tll^'S(» observations, 1 foinincinl my lesolul ion to (hr 
aeceptanci' of ^'oiir Kxeolleney’s < 'oniiril.” 


The 11 oii’blt* Mr. Aminuk IvAiiMAN said : — 

My Lord, H()iri)l(- Mr. Fa'/l-ul Ha(i has it h rrrtl ii> (1 h‘ < )i>ra m isal i(»ii 
j.liat has hoeii st.arl.tKl for t lu‘ (‘ollocMt )ii of funds w n h a \ low to I Im‘ 
rslablisliiinnit of a M ii haiiiinadan Aids in ( ^ilcii 1 1 a. 1 do nol wisli lo 

repeat all that has fallen from tin* lips t>f my llon’hlc iMt ihh hiit I ninsi 
emiihasise the fact that the Muhammadans wtna* enconra^t' 1 to In ln Nf ai onr 
time that tin* ( * ovorniiuni t would undtutalve the task of cst a Id is h in^ such a 
(mlle^re. Some yeai's ai»’o htdoia* < ht‘ war tht‘ t Inni mmnhta- in eha?*^e ol 
Muhammadan h.duc*ation held out ho|.es to t he Muhammadan pn hlic I o i h is 
i'Hect. Ht‘ did so l>(H!aUH(‘ he realised the iitMaassily for I ht* t‘sl ahl isli nit n I ol‘ 
sueh a college and also heeaust* h(‘ felt that tlnnt' was a ^ennint' dt inand lor it 
from tin* Muhammadan jinhlie. 11 nfortunatidy, tht> war i n I t rxcned . and the 

Governunait hail to rt^eonsider tludr vit“ws not only m this mall.t‘r, hut in all 
matters whieh (iont enij)lat(Hl exptun I itai n* on In ^h aeeoiints. Ihit tin* 
Muhammadans ha v<‘ t houiylit it proper t.o insist, on tin* earr\’int>’ out of i hr 
scheme in view of tin* diHirulli(S whieh Muhammadan hoys havr to 
e x])(*rn*ne(' m fj^et 1 in^ admission into eolh‘i^(^s ainl also on aeronni of tin* iael 
that iK'arl^^ oOO or hOd hoys r\’(n*y year have to ^nr up tin* nh'a of pro- 
seeiit in^* their s/udits in ( kah'utta simply heeause therr is not siilheirnt- 
acjeom modal i* Ml for them in eolletr(«s and hostids. d'hat hei nt^* t In * <*asr, I In^ 
Muhammadan puhli(* ha\'e to organise t.lnu r ( Hdrls in orih i lo hrin^' r<*lirf to 
the hoys in this matter. h’rom time to time the suhjr<’l has ht*(‘n pressed 
upon t In* at tent ion of I In* ( i o\'ernnn‘nl in the (huineil. Ihil I In* < h )\ ei n nn ‘iil 
ha\'e alwa\’s r(*jeel,t*d the pro, osal on t.ln^ ^'roii nd of tin* iieet'ssily of |■(‘^reneh 
nK‘nl al the jn-esent moment and somelinn's the Muhammadans have hern 
told that ( io\’(*rnnn*nf, like the* Almighty helped those who ln*lped thems('l\es. 
dditi Muhammadami ol l>en^al have now started an oi ^anisat ion foi ^ivin^' 
(‘tfeet 1.0 this j)rineiph'ol self-l'elp. At onetime I thoii^'lit t lia f a ny a I tempt to 
raise moin\\' at the jna'seni time is do(uned to failure. Ihil tin* need is so 
urg’eiit and the eomlition has heeome so serious thal u e helnv e wa* shall he 
al)l(* t ( » ] )( *rsua< le tin* puhlie to contrihute what little they can spaia* to mate 
a start, and lor tin* lut.ure wa* shall he (|uit.(' eontent to h avt' the mailer t() the 
g'ood seiisi* ol tin* | iihlie and tin* Governnnml toc-arry through It has heeii 
oft(‘n said that tln^ (diureh is nev<*r soaidiveas when it. is m debt, d hat is 
al so true of an institution of t his kiinl. \V e lia \’e eve ry hoj e that t In * per )p|e ( >1 
the land wall awaken to a s(‘ns(‘ of duty and exi rt lln‘ms(‘l\es to maintain the 
institution oina* it. is fouinh'd. l>ut wa* realist* tin* fael that it is Mssp(jnsih|e 
lo(*ollec*t sullieieiit. funds to estahlish ainl maintain a lirst-L'iade college at. 
pr(‘S('ni. Wt* have ajjj}roa(*he< I tin* CJ overnnn*nt for fuinhs for two reasons 
(l) Without (lovernnnuil assistain*e we cannot start or i^o on and (Hj li tin* 
(fovernnumt could make a handsome eontri hut ion it w ill help us eonsi< lera hly 
in raisiiii.^ funds. d’ln* nn*n whom we vvouhl ajtjiroaeh would at oinat realist' 
that It has (*v<n’y ho])e t)f h(*eoniin^ a ^tiini^ <*onta*rn. I should likt* to nn'iit.iun 
at this sta^t* that if jirovision wert* math* for tin* admission t>l M uhammatlan 
hoys t o tin* extent of 50 per et*nt . of the total numh<‘r in tiovernmt nt colleen s and 
30 ptu* c*tmt. in aided eolle-p*s, wa^ wnaiM not fetd the nt‘e**ssity of estahlishin^ 
a Muhammadan eollt*pf<‘ at once. Wt* eanimt imau'irn* what tin* it*f!omm(*inla- 
tions of the Calcutta nniv(*rsity (ytunmission will he in t his resp(*( l . On 
Saturday last I had the honour of intiawlucin^ a th*putatit)n of intlmuitial 
Muhammadans to tln^ Ot^mmission, and in our reprt*sentat.ion wa* havt* 
mentioned about the promise of tin; GoV(*riinient to g’ivt* tin* Muhammat Ians 
a sejiarate^ colh'^e. Whatever may h<‘ tin* ri^eommendat Kins of the (Com- 
mission, and f have every hop^ that some of our siig'^^estions will he ac'cefitcsl. 
we cannot get away from the fact that the problem of providin^^ eollciriate 
education for 500 or COO Muhammadan stndeiits must lie tackleiJ at one<*.” 



:i52 Hesolutions. [14th \fARcH, 

Mr, M. Asraf Alt; Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; Sir S. P. Sinha, 


TIjh Hon’Me Mk. M. Akhaf Ali Khan Chaudhijhi said : — 

‘'My Lord, I fe(d it is my duty to support this resolution. Only last 
year I inov(*d a n^solution (3xactly of this nature, fn fact, 1 ask^^d for the 
esi abljshment of a Muhammadan Arts College and lo giant the money from 
I he sum allottc^d for tluj partition of Midnapore. 

My Lord, the history of this affair has been given by the Hondde Mover, 
the reason why it is required has also been given and I do not want to 
wast(5 the time of this t’oiineil in repeating this ease over again. It is 
an open seen t that the Oovernment know V(n*y well that t he eolh'ge is 
required and is absolutely iK‘e(\ssary for the Muhammadan l)oys. Tlu'y know 
very wtdl that th(‘ Muhammadan boys after passing tlu^ matrieulation 
excmination go away from Calcutta iu)t Ixung able to get any aec^onimodation 
in some of the colleges. The Cov(‘rnment knew of this fact, and the 
Covm-nment thought it was necessary and went so far as toa(.*quire land near 
the W(‘llt‘sley Squart-, wh(‘n^ the* (hdeutta Madrassa is, with the intention of 
liuilding a eollt^gj^ t here and tln^ collt»g(" is still being built,. My Lord, 1 do 
not want to take up niU(‘h time, but want to say t his mu(*h that many pro- 
mises have l)(^(‘n made to us, but it app(‘ars that t lu y have not be(m madi* 
from th(^ In^art.’' 


Th(^ Hoii’bh* l>Ann Akhil (hiANOKA Datta said : — 

‘‘My Loi*d, as a Hindu Mmnber of this Council I certainly leel it m3' dut.y 
to assoc*iat(^ myself with this n^solution to which I giv(‘ my In^arly support. 
It is an old (^om|»laint of tln^ Muhammadans, who arc* still \’ery bac'kvvard in 
education, and it is higli tinu^ that a sti'(‘nnoiis etfort should be* madc^ to bring 
llicun in the* same line with thc' Hindus in the* matter of education. I have 
great ph*asur(‘, 1113' Lord, in sup|M>rt ing t his la solution 


The Hon’ble Sir S. D. Sinha said : — 

“ My Lord, this is om* of our hard3" annuals. As the* Hon’bh* Mr. Asraf 
Ali Khan has told us just, now, last y(\ar wt* had j)rc‘(‘iscdy t hc^ sanu' r(*solution 
uiovcmI 1)3' the Hon’hh* Mr. Asraf Ali Khan and one of a similar |)ui'port h3' 
the H on’bh' Maul VI Fazl-ul 11 uc]. I do not- propose* to go into the* ejnestion of 
the* im))ortance oi* tin* urgc'iicy of 1 hc^ provision of a Muhammadan Arts 
(h)lh*g(* in (Jal(‘utta. With rc^gard to that, m3' predc'cc'ssor, Sir S3'e(l Shams-ul- 
Huda. who, I have no doubt, had the intcu-est. of Muhammadan (‘duc*ation as 
much at h(*art as any llon’ble Mtunber of this Council, said this : ‘This 
(in(‘stion has b(*(‘n discussed thrt*adbare before^ this ( -ouncil and the Cdmncil 
has aln*ad3' accc*j ted the* importance and U7-genc3' of the matte*!*.’ Therefore 
1 do not proposes to go into that at all. Admittedly the matter is inqiortant 
and I think it is urgent. T think admitted^' also thc^ Government has been 
trying its best to give* the Muhammadans the colh'ge the3’^ want. In HH 5 . wt* 
sent up a proposal to thc^ Government of India for that veiy puirpose, and it 
was propos(*d that the c*xisting Madrassa buildings should be demolished 
and thc^ sitc^ utdised for tlu^ Arts College*, the Arabic Deqiai-tment and the 
Moslem Institute, and that a new Anglo-Persian scheaol should be erecte*d on 
an adjoining plot of land, the hostel being remen'ed to the* Elliot Hostel for 
th(‘ extension of whic h land has recemtl}* been acquire‘Al. We* went so 
far as to acquire* a site' for the purpase in Wellesley Sejuare at a cejst of 
Ks. l,2.‘b^H)(). Now ihe scheme which we sent up was to cost, sc) far as 
e‘apital e*xp)e‘nditure was (^oncernenl, about Hs. 13 lakhs, including the 
provision of land, and Rs. 70,000 a 3'ear« for the recurring expenses, after 
deducting the money tjo be received from fees. The Gove^rnment of India 
sent tliat scheme baerk and told us that it was too ambitious and that we 
must cut it down. We did that and we sent up a scheme which pirovided 
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that instead (A demolishing tin' old Madra.ssa, it Iio allowtMi lo siand whort^ 
it is and the building 1)0 utilisod at present lor the college and aftmvvards 
when we can buihl a heller and mori' spaiuoiis huildiiig hn* theeolh'ge il 
might 1 k‘ utilis(‘d for the school. The redinaul .selH'nu‘ whi(‘li we stuil. up 
was to cost about Rs. 1 lakhs for tiu' building and l\s. r>L»,()v)0 a year for 
the recurring cost after deducting t he income we e \ ptct, t ,> make fi'oni lees. 
Short of that v\a) (*annol have a college worthy of tln^ nani«‘ ddit' rt sohilion 
proposes to gi\’(‘ two lakhs of rupees for I ln‘ capital c*onI ; tJiis is too hit.ii*, as 
we sliall not he able to build half of tht) (*olh‘ge with I hat sum, and a lakh of 
rupc.es a year, which is more tdian Avhal is re(]uir-ed for I In' rt'eii rring eosi, , 
for that very reason ii is iiniiossibh' to aect'pt the resol u t ion. ^^)u provide 
less tlian you re(]uir(‘ to build a (;olh>ge and 3 'ou piovide inoic than what yon 
?-e<(uir(^ to run it. If that was all, the thifig eoul 1 lx* reim'died vt i-y ( asily 
Why not giv<‘ four lakhs for I he. building of tin* eolh'gt' and cut down the 
recurring C‘ost l(^) Rs. 82,00) a year. Ihit- I wouhl ask in all ( arnesMiess — 
would it b(* reasoiiabh) on the part of a prudeni pi'rson, much rnoix' of I lit* 
t iovern meFi t, to takt* up a scheint) of building a (x)llege in (talent la, apart 
from any (|uestion of finainaal stringtmey, when there is a (/oiumlssion whosi* 
F’C'porl on th(^ (jU(\stioii of eoRe.gcjs gtuiera ily IS expe(U,e<l l,o lx* Fa^ady m anot.hcr 
t.wo OF* thr(‘i^ mont hs. ()m^ of the matttu*s rt^h'rFed to t his ( oFFiiiFiission is 
whetJyeF* the coIl('gt‘.K in (kilcut.ta should re.maiu wlnM*(> t hey aFe or wln'i he? 
they should be removcnl som(>whert^ else, say, the su1)Uf I)S, how tlu'v should he 
ta]uipped, what should lx* tdie eours(‘ of instruction, aFid so forth. Would it 
he tin* j)art of a prudent (Jovernment to iind(‘rtake a sc*liem(^ without kiFovving 
what t lie jirovision for what college, should hi; ? Ihil , again, it. may be said 
b(‘gin with soinc'th ing, and you can altei* and (diange wIh'fi IIk' lepoit is 
r(>ceiv('d.’ I have already said that il would not be ])F*U(hail on onr pait l.o 
do so, 1 low ai’F^ wa* going tx) get the stair wlimi we find it rather dilVnndt to 
reeF*uit them foi* oui* existing (a>llog(as now? It is impossible togrt ( noiigh 
peofile foF* the Indian I u(aal,ionaI 'Servi(a) at presmit., and with itigaid to 
g(*tting them from j.ln* RroN'iFuaal hid maitionaJ Services tins is whaf Sir Syed 
Shams-ul-1 luda said on the last <K*casion. After st, at ing t hat a second gi a<le 
colh’ge, whi(di was attempta^.i I to be cairied on, of whi(di he himK(*lf was a 
mi'inbeF* of t.h(' t (caching sl atf, proved a failiira*, h<* said : — 

‘ d\) have a hrst grad(* college with a niinilK*!* of men all in the Ih-ovinem) 
Kducat ional ServicF' will not., 1 think, satisfy Idx' demands of lh<' Muham- 
madan cmnmUFiity, and (‘Von them t he (;ost would he (jonsidtuable. \\h w»ne 
ill ho[)e.s thal \vc would Ix^ abh^ to (establish a Muhammadan eelJnge worthy of 
the comninnity l»efoi*e the war, but wIk'ii the. wai* (aame wt^ all Tealise(l that 
having laygcard to tin* large sums involved, it was not po.ssibh* to (iai ry tin* 
s(dieme into etfe.ct soon.’ 

So even if we ha<l the money an<l we ina<le up oni mind to hnvo a 
(‘olle.g(*, we could not gfd a first class co]J<^g(‘ such ns the M iifiamma<hins 
would care* to have*. 

In tile next place, tin* F’esolutiori only asks lor IS. 2 lakhs, Iml as I have 
alr(*ady said that you could not do without four lakhs Fion-ief ii i ri iig and r>2, ()()<) 
► recnirring. Moi-eovci*, we eould not aecc'pt the* i-esolution heeaiise wf; had not 
the power to do so, as we would have to g(‘t the sanction »)f tin* (io\oF*nment 
of India «nnd inde(*d of the 8('cr)^*lary of State. W e cannot get the niofiey and 
we cannot get the stalf, and c;ven if wn* did, it would be necessaiy, 1 sulnriit, 
(non thf‘n to wait till wv krnnv what the r(*(*-f>mmendat.n)ris fd t he, IlnivcMsity 
Commissi(m would be with i*t*gard to a niall(*r of this kiml. lh)tli 1 lie 
Hon’bh^ Mr. Aminur Rahaman and tin* Hon’lih* Mr. Asraf Ali Khan (djaii- 
dhury, though greatly disapfiointed at tln^ given liy the* Hrin’blc Nawab 

Shams-ul-Huda, understood, as far as I could judg(‘, that it was imjxjssibJe 
to carry out even tlui imxlost scheiiK* which had loen proposcxl until after 
the war was over. I suppose that by rnovinf' this resolBtion my irituxls 
want to reiterate their grievances in this matter arnJ to see that the attention 
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of Mio (o»v(‘nnnont did not ; wt' aro anxioii8 to do it the moment 

c.onditions ( rialde us. Another ])oiiit Ijas l)eon mentioned that t liere is a 
^]^reat diilKuilty for Muhammadan hoys in obtaining admission to colleges. 
I think that this is soiru'wliat exaggerated. Shortly laddja* that lesolution 
was mov(;d last year I Iku’c was an ordtn* passed by which 1^5 per cent, of the 
s(\al s in all colleg(‘s is reserv(‘d for Muhammadans, and I know this, so far at 
any rale as one (;oll(‘ge is conceriHMl, and that/ is tl]e premim* college in Cal- 
cutta, that they have not beiui able to get anything like 2o |)er cent, of 
ajiplicatioris from Muhammadan students. I do not. know what it may 
with r(‘gard to other colleges ; but from all that, I have bt‘en abb*, to ascertain, 
it d(M^s not appear that the dilliculty is anything like so gr(‘al as my fritmds 
aj[)pr(di(ind. In any <;as(‘, I do not think I could do moia* t han this and say 
that wc‘ hav(' already pjomis(Hi t-o have aii Arts (a)lleg(^ for Muhammadans in 
(kahuitta tli(5 monuml conditions reiuhn* it |)ossibl(‘ fca* us to do so, unhvss the 
r(‘Conini(mdations of t he ITniversity (-ommission oblige us to havc^ a ditterunt 
kind of college*.” 


The llon’ble Sii: IIknry WAiiORLKJi said : — 

‘'Sir, tli('> ])ro|)osals as t-o tin*, beads 1 rom vvhiclj money is, in this instance, 
to be found involve*, thi‘(‘,o rai Inn* important itiuns in tdn^ lh»lice Dudget, which 
also app(‘ar in two subsecjueni resolutions. It might la*, convenient, tln’iefore, 
if I interve ned at tliis slag(^ to(^xj)lain bricdly what t h(*S(‘, it (‘ms an^ in order 
that th(^ (k)uncil may not d(*cide this rjin^stion without precistdy knowing 
what th(‘y are re.coinniend ing. Tlu^ it.(*ms, 1 rt'ft'r to, are Nos. (/), {iv) 
and {v). 

ddie ai gument of I In' lloibblt* Mover is g<*nerally to t he cHeet t hat from 
the fairly largt* sum (*oven*d by it(‘m (/) we (*ould easily spare something, but 
as a matt-er of fact, wc' cannot- do so. The history of the easi^ is that this 
])rovision was ma<le in continuation of a scIk'iik* which was init iati*d by the 
lat(^ (J ov(;rnm(‘nt of fiastern Jh'iigal and Assam as far back a^ U)I(h Subsc*,- 
(juont to the fo ination of t hat provinci; t h *. whole (]Uest ion of the ad(‘(juacy 
of t he pol i(*e ai rang(‘m(5nt,s was examined by t-ht' Local (lovt'rnmcmt , and a 
v(U*y larg(' sclienu* was pr(‘par(‘d and sulimit-ted to tin*, ( i ovi'rnim'iit of India, 
involving an initial exp(*nditun* of sonn> Rs. 17 lakhs and Us. h lakhs 
r('(Uirring. The ligur(*s were reduc<'d, on scrutiny, to som(*t h ing ovt'i* Us. 15 
and 5 laklis, I'esjx'cl ivi ly, and to t hat. teiit an assignim'iit was made to the 
lat-i*, ( J overnnn'iit, of hkast(*rn Ihuigal and Assam in < u'd(.‘,r t o carry out thesis 
reforms. ]\ai’t of the, changes contemplati'd involved the creation of bo m^w 
investigating centres, 55 of which are under construction at a total cost, of 
I{s. 10,5i),()0(), of which rat ln*rov('r Us. I lakhs was j)rovid('<i during the current 
yeai*. In addition t-o tin* balance of Us. b,Ub()()(), the*- 1 ns|x*ctor-( ien(*?*al desires 
to take U|) seven mort^ of these c‘(Uities at a t^ost of Us. 2,19,000. 'riierofore, 
against his total demand of Us. 8,b8,000, we have' only given him Us. 0, 75,000, 
and tin* (^)Uncil will see that W(‘ are thus barely meet ing the cost of works 
whi(4i art' already in progrt^ss and which must tln'refori* go on. 

ddie next Item No. (iv) relat(‘s to additional temporary force for the 
Intelligt'nce Iiranch, which falls uinb'r various lu'ads, all, I subniit^ being 
rt'rjuired. It has been found m'ct'ssary, owing to developnu'nts in Bengal, t,o 
strengthen tie* siijierior stalk which deals with Int(dligence work in (Calcutta, 
and that accounts lor a charge of Us, 27.000. Additions have also had tri lie 
made to tin' subordinate force, together with a r(*vision of the clerical 
establishment in the Intelligence Branch, with a view^ to enabling it to 
cop(' with the V('ry large increase of detailed work which now devolves upon 
it. Similarly, ('xpemditure had to be incurred on printing arrangements. All 
these items are connected with Intelligeruu' work. Other items relate to the 
temporary staff for the supervision of criminal tribes, being tht* sequence of 
the more energetic steps which have been taken in recent years to exercise 
contvol over these people. Similarly, an increase in the number of dacoity 
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ca^es liaB requirod an addition in thr stall at a cost o| .s.)fnr KV. 

A doteotivo school at Howrah has been started as an c \p('i iincr:l , at a cost ol‘ 
about Rs. 2d. ()()(), in the 1io|m‘ of i niprovi iijL}: the doreelive ability of t ht^ 
inoinbfM's of t.ho pv)Iicc forci'. 

The itonis under luvad [-o), whieli amount to Ks. iM blK*, arc nallv m 
continuance of the dcn’elopnnm^ of the exist in^* st ail. In the old da\s when 
the necessity was first oxp(*rienced of cnt-ertainiTi^x special I ntcll im'nc«' s| alls 
in the districts it was met by tlu» unsatisfactory texpedand >1' dt'pnium men 
from the Central Hurc'au. hi 1912, however, it was icc(>^iiistul that a 
more appropriate arran^emerd- would Im' to rtdnfoKa' t he local stall , and a 
force was sanctio!u‘d for the purpose, to whitdi additi<ais wt ia- niailc m tin 
followin.cf yi'ar and a^ain in 1916. ddu'st' men ar<‘ an iidc^ral paii ol tin 
district force, althoupcb iinployed on work eonncc‘t('d with poliiual Inttlli 
^en(‘e. lu'cand <h*velopin(‘nt s hav(^ shown that our establishna rds retpiiic to 
he furtlnu' st rcmLCthened, and the provision in lh(‘ Ihidcat is made with tin- 
idea of |)rovi<iin^ thiaa^ Additional Superintmahuds of I'olna* who wdl jj:in’c 
their time to t his spc'cial work, together with a su hord inat e st ait of inspt'clors, 
sub“inspeet.ors. head-const ahh^s, constabb*s ami ( h rks 

In vi(uv of what I liave. said, Sir, wo should n'^ard all these items as 
scarcely capable of reduction. ' 


The Hon’bh' Maucvi A. K. FAzn-rn. IIaq sanl : — 

My Lord, I neviu* ap|n*ehen<hMl that, my resolutum would ( neoiinlm a 
double-harndh^d opposit ion, alt houj^h 1 must <-ordess t hat I nexn r ('Xp<‘et ed t hat 
it will have, a smooth walk over in this (’oumdl. 'This is not the hrsl time 
that I have brou^j^ld forward this r(*solulion for dis<*Mssion and tod.iy pmhaps 
it would not 1>(3 tile first or the last t urn* winm my hop(‘s o| sikm rss woidd be 
d isappoird.(Hl. ddie n‘ply on behalf of the (lovernmerd has beim m\en by one 
of the ablest. advo(;at('s in India, but I am very sorry t<> have toe«)nre.ss that 
his advo(;acy has not. convinced me. 'bhe Hon’ble Sir S \\ Smha has said 
that ( }ov(U*nment. will try their V(‘ry b(‘.st lo^^ive us the colle;>;(‘ we want and I 
say in reply tliat we will t ry our very best, to a(a‘ept, that, assurance, but at 
the same tim(3 I wish t.o remimi tln^ Memlx^rs o| t iovernmeni t hat we are 
aft.er all human beings and that our pati(‘nce has p)t human limitations. It is 
true my sujj^jL^estion is for two lakhs only. Of c*ourse so far ii< the initial 
expenditure is concermal, it is jar t.oo little, ami so far as the recurimjj; e,\p<>n- 
ditur(3 is concerned it is a little in t'xeess of what may be m-cr’Ssary. d’he 
reason is tliat 1 felt apprehensive that a <l(‘man I l‘oi* more than t wo lakhs 
would be m(3t with stc‘rn lefusal, and 1 had hopr'S that a molest demami like 
this mi^ht perhaps induce the. (lovermnent t.o accejrt, the I'esolut ion. So (ai- as 
the four lakhs is (^on(;(‘rn('d I wish to point out that 20 per cent, takmi out ol 
t he five itfuns of expe.nditure. I hav(3 indicat(*,<l in tin* la-sobition ^iv(' us a little 
over four lakhs and I may tell this (k)UiK‘il that i f Covernimuit can see then 
way to accept this resolution even in a modified form. 1 will noi pioeefMj 
with the. other r(^so]utions. f find that some (d the resolutions on the a/^enda 
in my name* ata^ already down in tin' nariH' of other members, so that so fa?- as 
the money for the (?xponditur (3 is concerned, I do not wish t(» draw uj)on 
those five items of expenditure for the' <»th('r subjects to which my oth(‘.r 
resolutions ndate. 

As regards the stntement that there w<is om‘ college; in (kahuitta whndi 
could not get even 25 per cent, of the. seats reseivecl (or Muhammadans 
filled by Muhammadan af)plicantK, I do not know which college* is meant, 
but I am sure it must lx? a very bad college; which coubl not attract 
25 per cent, of Muhammadan students. Rut eve n if there' is such a college 
I do not think it can be put forwanl as an argument that we will not. have; a 
sufficient number of students to start the college. That. I submit, is a 
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position which cannot he taken up hy (Jovornniont after t hey liave admitted 
that to estahlish a Muliammadan (h)llegc is not mtu’ely necc'ssary hut is also 
u r^en t. 

Lastly as regards the recommendations of tlie LTniversities Commission 
I do nr)t think t hat t hat really stands in (nir way. 1 may numtion in tliis (’ouncil 
that the caanmittee whieli has 1)eeii appointed to raise funds towards this 
object and of which my friend the Hon’hL' Mr. Aminur Kahman is the 
S(‘cn4.ary is alrea<ly husy raising funds and the only rc'ason why I have 
hrought forward this n‘solution was to get from Government, some mom\v 
in order to giv«', tlnar project a start. 

Hefoi-e. I sit down I wish to say that the suggestion of t wo lakhs is not a 
sugg(*sti(jn t.o which I wish to adh(‘.re. strictly. If (‘Vtui a lakh of ruf)(u\s 
IS giv(‘n to us in onJen* to help us cairy this .project thi’ough, it will h(* a 
grf^at Indp to t he communit 3 ^ Mon‘ t-lian that we do not want, and I am 
quit. prepared to nuMlify the proposals contained in my r(\solution if only 1 
get an assiiranci^ from the (Jovennment that my modifi(‘d i(‘solution will mei't 
with t he acc<q)t,ance. of tln^ ( JoviM iinumt . With tlu'St* fe,w ohservations 1 
(^omnuuul this r(\solulioii to lh(‘ (Vnincil.” 


A division was them taken witli the following result : — 


A 

'the Iloii'hlo Sir ICijrnijia Nath i k.i i K 

,, ,, I )i . N t|i ataii Sill kur 

,, ,, I\Ii. Aniinur Uahainaii. 

,, U('v. Or. Ci tlovvfils. 

,, ,, Knriiar Sliil> Sht'kliairsM ar Kay. 

,, Halm Hio)«‘ii<Ira Kishor Kay (Miaii 

(lliiii I 

,, ,, iMr. Ariiii (aiaiidra Singha. 

, Or l)«‘lai Trasail Sai harHiikan, < .i.K 
,, ,, Kai 0<'l>«’ii<l(*r (’liaiHlrr (ihoHc IKiImkIiii 

,, ,, Maulvi Aluil KaMuii. 

,, ,, Ml. M Asliriif All Khan Ciiaiulhiiii 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. Ca/.l iil Ila<). 

,, Kluiii Shahili Ariinn All. 

,, ,, Hiihu Hhaheiidra (diiiiulra Kiiv 

„ ,, Ml AlfafAh. 

,, Kiii Sri Nath Ka> H;ih;uliii 

, ,, Hiihu Akhil (diuidia Oatta 

,, ,, Kai Mahunilia Cduiiidii* Milr.i 

Hahadur. 

,, Hahu Surnidra Nath Kay 

,, Hiihu KiHhuri I^Iuhaii Cdiaiidhun 


Nnt's -2:! 

'I'ho 11 (Mi’hlc Su llvrii.v Whi'rlvi, K' i.F. ,(.si. 

,, Mi.N. d HualBOn Hull, r s I . 

,, ,, Sii Satyuiidiii rriis.'Uitia SIriha, K’l. 

,, ,, Ml Ck d St(*\ fusnii Mooru, ( .v.o. 

,, „ Mr. d. II. Ki rr, ( .s.i , c i K. 

,, Mr d. OoKiild, ( .1 K. 

Mr. L. S. S O’.MalluN 
,, Ml . C. A. A. t uw 1<^> . 

1j 1 .-Coloiirl \\'. d. Hiuhiiriiui < J E,, 

l.M .s 

,, Mr (k q HuinjiaH. 

,, ,, M I W’. ( '. Woi daw <)i til. 

,, M r ( k C J*a\ lu'. 

,, ,, Mr th 11. H raiiton. 

,, Kai Pri\a Nath Mukliai |i Hiihadiii, 

l.s.' ). 

,, ,, Ml. rl .Mark<Mi/i(’ 

Mr. W. II. II Ard'ui Wood, f .i.t. 

„ Mr K Oloii 

,, ,, Ml. r\ W. (Jaitui, ( .i.E. 

,, ,, Ml W. MCriiiu. 

,, ,, Mr. E. H. Edvn 

,, Mr. E. A. Martin. 

Mr. IJ K. A Irwin. 


"Die Hon hh> Ih . A hdulla-'aLMamun Suhrawardy abstained from voting, 
riie following memhtu’s vvtnt' ahs(*nt : — 

Tlie Hon’lilt' Mr. P. Gibbons, K.( . 

,, ,, the Nawab Jiahadur of Murshidabad. 

,, ,, Uaja Hrishikesh Lalia, c.i.k. 

Mr. Provash (diunder Mitl(‘r. 

,, M the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Hurd wan. 

,, ,, Pai Rad ha (-haran l^il Bahadur. 

,, ,, Babu Mainmdra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

M Rabu Ambika (diarari Mazumdat. 


Tf 


e Ayes being 20 and the Noes 22 the motion was lost. 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. XII. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazi-ul II aq in.»vtul < he followinir rt‘solah(»n : — 

I'liiH rt^eoinmeiuls I.e I h(‘ in (\)iin(‘il that — 

{a) a lump j)rovisi»_)ii of lis/ Im* nia*it‘ in the Ihuit^et for t ht‘ 

improvement in pay and prospeels of eh rks and nioliurriris in 
the Registration l)epartment ; and 

{It) t Im (^xpend ituia^ Ik^ nu‘t hy (‘urtailintx tin' ex})end it u rt‘ on tin. 

following it (uns l> 3 ’ :?() per (amt . either by levismn nf estimates 
oi- partial sloppat!Ct‘ of the \\a>rlvs e()n(einj)lat imI 

(/) works in progress of tin* lV)li(‘e Dt'part.nnmt in e<mnt*etmu 
with the reorjujanisat ion of the Fastern Rental Roliia' 
(liud^td ])rovision Rs. G,7r>,()00) ; 

(//) construction of buildings in (‘onne(:‘tion with the paitition 
of Midnapore (Hiid^(‘t provision l^s. (i.hl, 0 (K)) ; 

(///) ae(|Uisition oi’ land in eonneetion with tin* partition of 
Mymc‘nsin^h (JUid^a't. provisitm Rs. ) ; 

(/?;) a.lditioiml t(*niporary force. I nt.c l I itJCeina* Ri aneli Rudi^et 
pi'ovision Rs. i 

(/>) increase of t,em]»orary force* for District Intidli^enna' stat! 
(Uud^'ct piovision Rs. 1 ). 

H(* said : — 

M 3 " Lord, I ino\n‘d a similar resolution on a pn‘\’ious occasion, when I 
was informed that a sclieiin* foi* the improvement in t in* pa\' and |>rospects of 
(dmks and moliurrirs had already been pn‘j)ared and had imt been ^^ixmn 
etft.ct to for want, of fumJs. I do not know what, the position is at tin* presmit 
momc*nt. Hut if that is the onl^^ r(‘ason, I will submit that, the su^^^est ion 
I hav(* ^iv«*n in tin. rc^solution for a<u|uirin^’ tln^ moin*y oii^ht t.o be abb* t-o 
meet, the mmessif.ies for ^ivinpf eireet t.o this ur^t.nt r(‘form. The sum of 
Rs. 25, ()()() may not be (pi it.e suHiciont . Hut tin* rixason vvh^" I hax i* put down 
this sum is that calcu latint^ at- tin* rati^ of in(U*ease of Rs. 5 per month m tin* 
pay of cltu'ks and moliurrirs t his sum ma^" sutticient. Hut if more* monev 

is iKH*ded it e.an be provided for by tin^ the amount ol four lakhs by tin' 
proc(*ss of taking’ 20 pc'r <^!(uit. out of the hxa* items 1 hav<. siicgf’st (‘d. 4'fiis is 
a r(^Holution which I hope. do(*s not re(]ui]-(' very man^' words from me. and I 
ho})e it will be accf.pted by tin* ( 1 oviuai menl 

4dnj iIond)le Maulvi Anui. Kaskm said : — 

“My Lord, I just want to raise my voicre on behalf of a class ol neglect. (*d 
public servants, d'he^" are a very hard-working class of men and are V(*rv 
miserably ])aid. As my hon’ble frituid has told this (h)uncil, a scin nn — the 
reorganisation sclnuiu' (^)f tin' Registration J )('j>art nn*nt — has already been 
framed, but has not b(*(ni giv'cn efh'Ct to because our r«**^ourc('s are limite(r. I 
submit, my Lord, that it all (b'jiends upon tin; strengt li of pn'ssiin* brought u|)on 
the Financial J^epartment by the various in^ads of departmenls by vvhi(;h luinJs 
can be provi(Jed f(^i* tin; needs of other d(;par! nn;nts. And although I find that 
for tln^ requirements of tin; polica*, in many cas<*s leaui for tinur luxury, lands 
are available and yot a small annjunt is not availabh* lor a small inci’(*nn'nt 
in tin; pay of these poorly paid public servants. I hojre howev<*r, that 
this resoluti(3n will be ai;c«*[)te<i by tin* (ioV(*rnnn*nt. ’ 

4 he Hon’ble Mr. Bkatson Hkli. said : — 

“ M^’^ Lord, r need only sa^" that this t*ov(;rnment has much sympath.y 
with the clerical establishm<;nt the K(^gist ration D(;partment. In tin* year 
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19 IT), w(3 (Jrew up a ooiiiprchensive Hcheine and submitted it to the Govern- 
irjent oF India and t he Secretary oF State. Tliis scheme contemplated an 
annual expenditure not of Us. 25,000 but Us. 1,37,780 per annum. The 
S(*cretary oF State sanctioned the whole scheme on the distinct understanding 
lhat it Would not he brought into force until the financial situation was better. 
That was th(i exact position when this subject was brought before us last 
yt^ai*, and it was explained to the llon’blo Members by the Jlon’bie Navvab 
Sir SyiMl Shams-ul-lluda, who saiil : ‘The Secretary of State has given condi- 
tional saiK'tion to this exp<*nditur(*, that is to say, to give eflect to it on 
th(3 im|>rov(unent of th(^ financial position. We cannot go against this.’ 

Thereu})on tin* Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul llaq withdrew his resolution. 
I am sorry I o say the position has not (‘hanged in any way. It is true t hat 
insl(ia(.l ol a lakh the* lloiri)l(‘ movtu* has this year reduced his demand to 
Us. 25,000, but I am afraid lhat according to financial rules it is not open to 
this ( Joviunimuit , when it has s<*nt u^) a comjirehmisi ve scheme and has got it 
sanelioiuul und(*r distinct conditions, to introilue(‘ it pie(‘emeal and without, 
rogard to t hest^ trond itions.’ 


TIh^ lloii’t)lo Maclvi Fazl-iij. IIaq said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, t he Ilon’bh‘ M(‘mb(‘r in charg(* is well known for his syiU})at hy 
For all classes of pul)li(! servants, esp(‘eially For p(M irly paid public stu vants, and 
if Ik* says that it is not p(,)ssibh‘ to c*arry this into efit‘ct at prt‘S(mt, 1 do not 
wish to jircss t his r(\solution. ’’ 

1di e i <^so]ut lon was t lum, by leavt* of tin* Pr(‘sidt-nt. withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEMS Nos. XIII, XIV 

AND XV. 


TIk* Iho:sioi:N'i said : — 

I would I oiut out to lIon’)>h‘ M<‘mb(*rs tl/at t lu^ next t.hi'i^e resolutions 
deal substMint.ially with the sanu' (iU(‘shon. It will b(‘ convmiitmt if a general 
discussion takers pla(;(* on om* only. IF tin* inoveis (L^sire ton:ov(> thorn t,ln;y 
can do so alt(*r l.ln^ g(Mn‘ral discussion takes placi*. A inerts r(q)etition ol the 
dis(mssion will be out oF (U’der. I would suggi st that a general discussion 
take ]>lae(M)n the* first of the l h hm*, and if the llon’ble Meinbe.rs, in whose names 
tin* l.wo subs«*(pient motions stand, d(?sire to niova^ th(*m aft(3r a (h*cision has 
l)(‘en given on tin* first, tlngy should d(^ so forma ily.” 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XIII. 

ddu* llon’ble Macia I Fazi-ui. Haq uiovaHl the following resolution : — 

This (5)uneil recommends to tlie Govtumor in Council that — 

pb) with a vi(*w to givi^ immediate eliect. to tdn^ recommendations of the 
Fuhlii* Services (annmission regar ling the improvement in pay 
and prospects of MunsiH's and Subordinate Judges, a lump 
provision of Us. 1,25,000 be made in the Budget; and 
{b} tluA (‘xpenditiire be met by curtailing the expenditure on the 
Following items by 20 per cent., either by revision of estiinatt s 
or partial stoppage of the works contemplated — 

(/) works in progress of the Police Department in connection 
with the rtjorganization of iJic Fastern Bengal Police 
(Budget provision Us. 6,7§,000) ; 
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(/'/) cotistruc^tion ol hulldiii^’s in I'oiiru’ft ion willi lli(> partition 
of Midnaporo t,Ku provision Hs. t>,() 1,000^ ; 

(/V/) acquisition of lainl in connection with the partition of 
Myiucnsingli (lUnl^ct provision Us. (eoO.O. i() ) ; 

(/>) additional teiiq>orary force, I n tt 1 1 lot iier Mraindi (iJud^^l 

provision Rs. 1 ,0 1 ,3(KS ; and 

(r) increase of temporary fon-e lor l)istnet 1 ntt llnrence si alF 
(Budgi't provision i\s. 


He said : — 

My Lord, only the other day in answtn- to an inltnpi'llation o|‘ nnin*. 
Government s lid that it was not jiossihh* for iIkmii to st.at(* wlnni hnal orders 
would be passt'd on tln^ rt'porl of the Ro^mI (Commission. 'Jdiis resolution deals 
with a subject, whicli, to us(* the words of Sir S. l\ Sin ha, is om' of the haidy 
annuals which this(h)uncll has tom('(*tyear after yi'ar. Tin* subject has come 
up for distnission continuously for tlu^ last tli roe yi'ars. and although there 
has been no mistake* as to tin* (rt‘n<l oF public opinion on the sul>j('ct, it. is 
(^xtrcmoly unfortunate that W(* have not b(‘en abh^ to mdiica* Go\ernnh‘nl to 
do something to improve^ tln^ pay and prosp(*cts of the olhcio-s of the Jiidnnal 
liranch of tin* Proviin^ial Servict*. In tin' y(*ar Ihl.n, tin* lion ble 

Mr. Gumming*, on Ixdialf of the Govi‘rnm(*nt, g.ixn* an assurance that the 
recommendations of tin* Publi(* S(*rvict*s would soon be tak(‘n ini o considi'rat ion, 
and In^ a8k(^.(l tin", members of th(‘ diidlcial Sm'viiH* to possess t in n r souls in 
pati("nc(s and in* gav(‘ them hope.s that bf'fon* long their grierania's in 
the matter of at, least tln^ initial pay’ would bt^ r(*d ri‘SS(*d . Aft,(‘r tlnat, I 
brought- I’orvvard a iN^solutioii which was, how('V(*r, not, ac(‘(*pl(‘d b\' this (lov- 
(‘.rnmt'nt, and onl.y last yo'ar a r(*!solntion to this (‘Ife.ct, was mo\(Ml and debated. 
Tin* nectessity’ lor raising the. initial salary^ has been admit ti‘d e\ (*n by Gov- 
ernment, and lT("n' again t-ln^ onl.y n^ason for not gi\ ing <*lVe(!t to this mu(‘h- 
in‘t-‘d(‘d r(‘form is tdiaf suHici(‘nt funds an* not available. It- now remains for 
Your Exc(?llenc,y’s ( Jovi'rnment to consider wln‘t.h(‘r such a nnndi-neiMled 
ndorm shouM be postponed in vii'W of tin* lact, tliat. moin'y is biung 
spent on projects, a portion of which, at an,v lati*, could Ih' held 
over fora certain tinne It is tnn*, as tin* Ilon’bh* Sir Henry Wheeb r 
has point lul out, that tin*, items of (*xpendit.ure rilating to the j)art.ition of 
Mymiensingh and Midnajion^ and C(‘rtain it(uns of Rolica- i<*form aie va ry 
important and veiy urgent. J do not for a moment disjiule either tln^ 
iinportanci* or tin* urg(‘ncy ; 1 do not suggf'st tlial these* selu'ines should be; 
abandoned altogetln*!’ ; as I ha ve submit t(*(l in connection witfj t in* pre\'ious 
resolution, all that 1 iiroposi^ is that a slice* may’ be taken out from (‘ach ol tlu'se 
live proj(jcts, and tin* moncyy thus yuehh^d will be more t han sullieient to 
carry out this much-mHMhMl reform. 1 <Io not wish to take ut> t.ln^ t ime ol 
this Council, and with tln*S(* wools, I commemi this resolution l.o tin* 

acceptance of Your Kxcidhuny’s GoN'crnnient . ’ 

ddie Hon’ble Baiu Sitkendua Nath Bay said : — 

‘■probably ( lovnonineiit will consider that it has becoim* th«‘ lashion with 
most of I. lie iHiinollicial Indian menib(*rs ol this (h)Uneil to move this ii*HoIu- 
tion yc^ar aft(*T year. We have been t ryung for t in* last lew y<*ars to r(*.dresH 
a wrong done, to a di'serving (dass of })ublic ollieers by increasing tlnur initial 
];ay from Rs. 200 to Rs. 250. but without sinn-ess. Sim-i* I have been a mmnber 
of this Council I lia\’e pointe(] out almost e\’(*rv ye.ar during Hie Budget 
discussion the just claims of thest* ollic^ers of (bivernm *nt, I nn*an the* 
Munsiffs. to higher (*inoluinont tlian that they have Imvu g(*ttmg at, jircsenl. 
It is about six ytuirs ago that the (iovernmeiit was plt*astvl tf) rais(' t he initial 
pay of the mendiers of the Provincial Kxecut ivi^ »>ervice from Rs. 200 to 
Rs. 250, and this brought satisfaction to tlnun. But what is it that prevented 
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the Government from raising the initial pay of the members of the Provincial 
•Judicial Service, 1 mean the Munsifts, from Us. 200 to Rs. 250 ? These 
deserving class of public officers are not at all costly to Government compared 
with tlie amount of work done by them. As I have more than once said 
in this Council these officers of Government have actually been minting 
money for Guv(*rnment in the remotest parts of the country and bringing 
home to the poorest agriculturist the idea of British justice. People (d all 
shades of opinion have testilied to their work and to their usefulness, 
and Government apj)r(‘ciate tlunn. But in spite of all this, their claims 
hav(* 7'emaim‘d neglected. Whereas a member of the IVovincial Executive 
Service has to begin his otlicial career at the age of 24 or utmost 25 
and has to administer criminal justice without having any training in law 
and without, in many instances, passing the B. L. examination of tin* Calcutta 
Univcnsity, tlu^sc Munsifts who administer civil law in the Presidency have 
to pass the B. L. examination of the University and have to practis(‘ as a 
lawyer for at least three years before his name is regist(M*(*d for an aj)point- 
meni. It is S(‘ldom that he can g(‘t himself thus registeied before' tlu' ago of 
27, which is again the maximum age' at which he ought t e) do se). Unde r tin' 
rules he must get an acting appeantmeuit l)efe)re 29. It is gtuierally at the 
age of or 31 that a Munsiff gets a pen*manent apj)ointment and be'gins 
with an initial pay C)f Rs. 200, wlieie'as a nieml)er of the' Provincial 

Executive Seu'vice be^gins with an initial pay e)f Rs. 250 at the age of 23, 24 or 
utmost 25 without | assing the B. L. examination anel without, in many 
instane*es, knowing the rudiments e)f law, a member of the* Provincial dudicial 
Service' has to begin service with an initial pay at Rs. 200 at tin' ag(' of 30 
wdth proper legal training anel witli an education if m)t supenior at h ast 
equal to that of a me'inber of the' Pre^vineial Executive Service. It is 
this anemialy eif elifterence in the initial pay of the two classics that 1 ask 
Your Lordship’s Government to remeely. 

I think I ought to mentiem e)ne' or two facts in this connection. ^^)ur 
Lordship will find in the Budget e^stimates of 1914-15 a lump pre>visie)n of 
Rs. 21,000 for increase e)f pay of the' last graele of Munsitfs. The non>oflicial 
Members of Council congratulate'd the Government at the^ lime for making 
this provision. Sir William Duke, the them Member in chai'ge' of the' Pinan- 
cial portfolio, said in the^ cemrse ol the^ Budget debate^ em the 41 h April. PM 4 : 

‘ Satisfaction has be'e*n expressexl thiit pre)visi()n has be^en made' for raising 
the pay of the lowe>st graele* of Munsiffs. 1 woulel ask meunbers to aelopl an 
attitude of expe^ctatiein on this subje'cl. I mysedf have always eontemiplateel 
raising the pay of the le)we>st graeh> e)f Munsifts since the' time' whem I he 
Government decided te) eh) it in the case e>f the Exe>cutive^ Service.' anel that 
carried threnigh about thre*e* years age). We think that pre)bably what was 
fair for one service would be' fair to the e)the)r, in fact, so far as the Munsiffs 
are recruited oleler the'y have an aelditional claim,’ 

In answer to a qu('stie)n in this Council on the 5th August, 1914, the 
Governmemt re'j)lied : ‘ The^ prope)sal is undem the cemsideration oi Government 
to increase' the* pay e)f last graele* e)f IMunsiirs.’ In January 1915. in answer te) 
another question, the ( !e)vernme'nt re*plie^el C Awaiting the* re'pori e)f the Public 
Services (k)mmission.’ On the* 13th March, P)16, in reply te) the resolution 
of my hcn’blo frie'iid. Mr. Fazl-ul Haq, fe)r increasing the* pay of the h)wesl 
grade of Munsilfs from Rs. 200 to Rs. 250, the then Membe'r in charge of the 
Judicial portfolio, Nawab Syed Shams-ul-Huda said : ‘ I need not discuss 
the merit of the resolution, fe)r there is not much difference of opinion 
between the Government and fhe object of it. As a matter of fact two 
years ago, we budgetted a sum of Rs. 21,000 for introducing this very reform, 
but after careful consideration, we had to postpone giving effect to it, 
because we had made certain recommendation in this connection to the Public 
Service Cemmission, and decided to wait and see what the recommendations 
of the Conjm'ssion are. I may assure my hon’ble friend that when we know 
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what the (>ominiH8ion have to say on the siihjeet ami wt* have tln‘ im)neVi 
wo will be glad to give effect to the reforms wliieh this rt‘solution seeks to 
introduce. I am sorry, therefore, to havt^ to opposi* this rtnsolution. ’ The 
report of tlie Public Services Oonunissioii was. liow(»\ (u*, published in the same 
year, that is, in 1916, and the Commission madt‘ the rt‘(‘ommendation that the 
initial pay of a Munsilf, as soon as hc^ is conllrmed, should be Its. .HOO. Wo 
find the following in the report cjf the (hunmission : ‘On tln' jmlieial sidt» the 
position is somewhat different. llert^ n‘eriiits will have to jjosst^ss thn LL.H. 
(pialifie itio i, and will thus liave had a longer educational eoiirst*. 'Tljev will 
also be older than thedr ex(‘Ciitive eolh'-agm^s. This is I lit* reason for starting 
them on a higlun* initial ratt^ of salaiy and for bringing tliem t o t he top of 
the incremental scale in a short pm iod. We, tln refort^, risannmtmd t hat 
probationers be given a salary of Ks. 2(K) a moiilli, and t.lial on i‘onlirmat loii 
officers bo rtmiiinerated cm a s(*ah' of Hs. 800 — 40-8 — 800 a month.’ Wlitm, 
however, my hon’l)lt' friend, Mr. Kazl-ul Ha(p again movtsl the identical 
resolution this day last y(\ar, Nawab Sir Syed Shains-ul-1 1 uda. afttu- stating 
that then was no differen(M3 of opinion as to tlie value of the servl(^<‘s of the 
Munsiffs to tlie Governimmt and to the public, said : ‘’The n^jxul (the report 
of tlu' Pal)lic ScM'viees ( 'ommission ) has now been ])ubllsln‘d and now we know 
what the recommendations art*, and if Hon’ble iMemb(*r had eart‘d to t xamlm* 
them he would probably liavc* found that lh‘ was rendering a \j‘r\ tlonblfnl 
serviet^ to tin* Munsiffs l>y {('commend i ng an i{iilial pay of Ks. l^8() fo!' t.luun, 
lor, as a mal t<u* ol fact, t he laHroimmuidat ion s of l he (Commission sliow that 
th(‘y d(‘sir(‘ that th(‘ initial [lay of the MnnsiHs should be Us. .‘»()(). The 
Goviuuiment of India have promis(‘d tlial tlic'y would eonsldei- tlie matt('r 
more expeditiously. It Seems strange that, we slionid be askt'd to tak(' t.be 
matt(*r out of the liands of tCn^ ( » overn numt of India at the pn^siuil lim(‘ l>y 
giving tin* Munsiffs an initial pay of lis. 280.’ 

My Lord, 1 lia\’e t.ra(^(*d tlu^ history of this (jiK^stion from l.lu' y<*ai* 19LI 
whtm pro\ ision was actually mad(‘ in I ln‘ Hudg(‘t (^stimal^'s for gi lug (dleet 
to what 1 afn moving for. Tlnui counts tie* Publi<‘ Sei v icf'S ( ’ommission, tlnm 
the r(*j)oi*t and, to iJie sui prisi' of many, the init ial pay being not Ks. 280, but. 

Us. 800. ami tlnm w(^ art' told by t.lj(' (•iovf'rnimmt, t hat w(‘ an* r(‘ndering 

doubtful S(u*viee by moving for imrreasing tin* initial [lay from Ks. 200 to 
Rs. 250, wliereas tin* ( /ommissioii Itad recoiiiimuidtMl it to b(‘ Ks. 800. All 
this looks vc*ry wi'll on jiaper, but when we cjoiik' to t in' af*tnal state' of things 
wo find idjar for tin' last four ye*ars tin' (iovcrniin'tit have been for some^ 
reason or cither, at b'ast for re'asons not, ve'ry c!(>ar to us, putting off giving 
effect to tin* resolution. Is it ])e(^ausc the non-official Indian ns'inbeu’s have 
been inet'ssaiitly pre-ssing the claims of th(‘MnnHiHH? \V'e (‘annot bring 

oursc'lves to b(‘lic*v<' that financial <lini('ul ti(*s have stool in tin* way. It 

is our firm conviction that wheti Government hav(‘ det(;rmirn*d to carry otit a 
jirojecl , budget or no budgc't, and whatev^c'r tin* (‘Xpt'inlinj I’c may Im', Govern- 
ment have carried it out and always found tin' mom*y. W by. it is only the 
other day that about two lakhs of rupees wt'n* sfxml in ac(pilri»ig land for tin' 
Pengal Scjcretariat Press, though there was ne ])ro\ ision in tin* Ihidgct 
estimates for the current ycjar, viz., 1917-18, for smdi actpiisition. 

We have a right to ask as to the reasons why iirceusion of Us. 21, (KH) for 
increasing the initial salary of tin* Munsiffs was made in 1911-18, bnt nf>t 
given ('ffiu't to. Unfortunately wc* cannot, bring onrsi'lvu s to believ(5 that 
appointment of tin* Public Services (n)mniission stood in tiie way, for the 
Commission was appointe<l in Se[)t<*mber 1912 and provision was made 
subsequent thereto. Tin' report of the (nimmission was publislHsl in 1916 
and we are in the year of grata* of 1918. 

J^ow as regards the amount which may be nc'ccjssary to carry out this 
reform. It appears from tin* Civil List, 1917, that there were 89 Munsiffs on 
the fifth grade, that is, those who were drawing Rs. 200 a month. In tlie 
Civil List of 1918 f find there are 88 such offieers, whereas there a-*e 49 
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officerB who aro oHiciating as Munsifls. Jf the increase is given only to the 
permanent ineiimhents it will require annually about Rs. 20,000, whereas if the 
officiating incumbents be also paid at Rs. 250, the annual exf)onditure would 
come to about Rs. 50,000. 

Now as regards th(i ways and means. My resolution is that the expendi- 
ture may be met from the lump provision of Rs. 60,308 ])rovided for regrading 
of Bub-inspeetors and h(*ad-coiistabh?s. It is a new itein altogether inti*o- 
duced in the Budget iliis year. We are told that I he regrading of these 
otlicers, as tixc^d by tlu^ Commission only a few years ago and according to 
which the sub-iiisfx^ctors and head-eonstabh's liave been regradec], has not 
given satisfaction, and it is, therefon*, necessary to regrade tlnmi and add a 
sum oi iHuirly Rs. 61,000 to the recurring expenditure of tln^ Province. So 
far as w(^ are awan* no second commission has been constituted for consider- 
ing th(‘ question of rt^grading these officers, at least, we ai'e not aware of the 
appoiTitnient of any such (*ommission or committt^e. 'Jdiis question may, 
therefon% be postponed for th(> prescmt. We find, how(‘Ver, that, the scale of 
pay fixed by Royal (Commission as regards tlie initial pay of the Munsiffs has 
not bt'cn giv(uj effect to and has been ])Ostponed iiidiffinitely and their recoin- 
nuauJatirai slndvedat h-ast for th(‘ prescmt on tln^ ground of financial difiiciilty, 
and what otlu'r difficulty heavcm alone knows. On the ])rinciple that half a 
loal is bettei' than no loaf at all, I movt' that the initial ]>ay of ihe Munsiffs be 
Rs. 250 and not l\s. 300 as recommended by thc‘ (Jominission and ))rovision be 
made in tlie l>udg(‘t (‘Stimat(‘S of 1918-11) for this inci(‘asc‘ of ])ay. 
There is a g(‘n(U\al impr(‘ssion that th<^ Oov(‘rnment looks upon the dudi(*i*al 
Servie(‘, whicli is the* (‘arning member of the administ ral i V(‘ family, in a sttq)- 
!nolh(M’]y way. It is for Your Lordshij) to launovc* t hat im])ression. ’ 


The llon’l)l(^ Du. Deha Pkasad Sakhadh ikaki said : — 

My Lord, 1 shall not ho ungem‘rous (‘iiougli to assume that effect^ has 
not Imhui given to our suggestion in this matter b(*eaust‘ th(‘ Indian non-official 
nuunbers ol ^ our l^\cellenc\' s ( 'ouned lia\’e becui so p<‘rsist(Mit in bringing it 
forward year afttM* year d'his resolution has bt^tui df‘S(‘rib(‘d as a hardy 
alHiual of t hnn' years’ standing. As far as 1 can look back t liis (]U(‘slion has 
b(‘en j)ersist(Mit]y brought up bedore tlu^ (Council for tin* last ten or el(*ven 
years. I elaini and admit that many mattei-s connected with tiudicial or 
Lx(>cuti\e S(^rvic*(‘ that, have beim pressial on tli(‘ attention ol tln^ (Council 
from lime to tina* have ree(‘iv(‘d favourabh^ treatimmt at tie* hands of (Govern- 
ment. As I had occasion at a pn^vious (hd)at(^ to observt* that it so happens 
that a I'i^solut.i ( 'll brought. l(>rward this yc.ar mav not find aect‘j)tanct‘ iniTiic^- 
diatidy oi' tlu' m^xt y('.ai', but il tlnue is reason behind it (Jovei'iiment gemually 
tak(‘s it up and gives effect toil. But why this ])articulai- matter lias been 
treat(‘d in this way, tin* Council will b(‘ glad to know. Of course the question 
ol financial difficulty is always there. If has betui with us and always will 
bt- with us, but we have had other jirovisions, but less imj)ortant matters 
and have givim efft‘ct to tlnun. If there is any immediate' chance of the 
recomimuidations of th(‘ ITiblic Services Oommission Ixung adoj'ted and given 
(dlect to, I am not | repaied t(^> accu'pt the half loaf. Undm* thos(' recominenda- 
tiiais, tlies(‘ very destu'ving ofl[ic(‘rs iiro entitled to an initial salary of 
Rs. 3()(‘, and that is why I have nameif a figures larger than the Jlon’ble 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray’s. I do not know how this resolution stands with 
regard to the I'diical ional service. Your Kxctdlency has apj)ointed a very 
rejiresentative and com])rehensive committee to go into the question. There 
inay bt^ difft'nmct' of opinion with regard to the Kducational Services and 
it may require furtlnu* consideration, but with regard to t he improvement 
of pay and pros) ects of the Judicial Service I have not heard that there 
is any differenc<^ of opinion with regard to what the Commission has sug- 
gested and what ought to bo done. Under thege circumstances it appears to 
me tliat no time should be lost, unless there are reagons., that are convincing 
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in giving: effect to these reconuneudations. 1 do not wish t(^ coint>«'ii*c 
the Judicial Service with the ExtH‘iilive Serviet‘. d'hey an^ l»oth exctdlent 
services, doing good work. It is the good Tort u of the Judicial Service 
that they earn revenue for (lovernment. Thai is not the work of the 
Executive Service and tlierefore nothing turns upon that aspoct of tlu‘ 
question. That makes no ditfm*enci* in tln‘ situation, ddiost' who liave to join 
tlie Judicial Service have to he men of a different stamp from thosi^ of tln^ 
Executive Service. Peoph^ who have any chanc(‘ of siua*(*ss in tin* pro- 
fession do not readily take to s(M*vice unless tlu'v are ohligod lo do so. 
With better prospt^cts, it may be ))ossibh* to draw a bt*ltei- class of prac tilioie 
ers, and that in itself would b(‘ a great reason foi* improving tin* prospects 
of the services. For these reasons I support tlu* Hon’bh' Maulvi A. K . Fa/d-ul 
Haq’s i-esolution, and I do not think it would lx* m^ct'ssary for nit* to formally 
move the resolution which stands in my nanu*. If the Hon’ble Mr. lla<i’s 
resolution is accepted my ])urpos(5 will lx* servi*d.” 

The Hon’lile Maulvi Ahul Kaskm said : — 

My Lord, after all that has been said 1 lliink it is ahsolu l,(‘ly umicct'ssary 
for mo to say anything t*.\C(*pt that 1 support this resolution. I support this 
rt*solntion in the Council whelinu* it is give*!! t*flcct to or nol. 'The ju^^lict' of 
tlu* case* advocated in this rt‘Solution luis bex‘n admil l (*d byf ht^ ( h )\ t'rn nxml , 
and the only (paestion is wli(‘th(*r its relati\'(‘ impoi tanc<‘ to otlnu- cX]»cndiluM* 
provided for in the* lbidgt‘t is sii lhci(‘ntly gn*at, and 1 t hink, my Lord, that 
this (jm^stion has lx*<m allowcel to rest so long that it is time that il he taken 
uji and that something be dom* to do justice*, to tln*s<* oilii^ rs of ( h >V(^rn ni(*nt, 
and I hofx* Gov(*rnment will S(x* its way to acc(‘pt il.” 

The Hon’ble Mu. Kluu said 

My Lord, as Ilon’ble M(*mb(u*s, who havi^ spoken before nx*, lia\»‘ stated 

this is an old question, tlu‘ di'tails of whi(di ought to l»e familiar to t his 

(Council. It would seem, how»*vm*, that, th(*re Is si ill s<)nx‘ misappn*ln*nsi( »n 
aliout the matt(*r, and it will b(‘ just as W(*ll for me* to give a history of the 

ease shoitly. The wliob* origin of this trouble^ is t hat, in 1 IM 2 tlu* ]>ay of the 

lowest grade of l>ei)uty Collectors was raised from Ks. 2(H) to Ls 2o0. Tin* 
Munsiffs naturally enough l'(‘lt that they were ent.it h^d to a similar Increase in 
the pay of tluur lowt*st gradt*. and 1 must say that I have considerable 
syrnjiathy with them. I do suggest, howeV(*r, that it is going too far to t.a*k 
aliout a wrong done to the MunsifH ; it is only a (pu's/ion whether tin* junior 
Munsiffs on r(x,*ruitimmt should draw Ks. 2()()<»r Ks. 2o(). It may lx* said that d’ 
the matter is so simple as that, we should ])ut it right at onei*. As r»*gards that, 
I must t(dl tlu* (u)uncil what exactly ha}>fH*iu*d. In DLL this cim stion was 
referi'od to tlu* High Court; and pending the n*C!eipt of their icport , ]»ro\'ision 
was made in tlu^ Kudg(*t for 1914-15 for tlu* introduction of this ix'form. Tlu* 
High (Court’s pr^iposals wert^ n^sceivod in August, J!)14. J’hey dealt not only 
with the pay of the lowest grade of Munsiffs, but tlu‘y also ma<Je some rather 
extensive propiosals for the rt^-organisal ion of tin* Provimnal .Judicial Sm’vice 
as a whole. The High Court's proposals were ?(*ceiv(j 1 on the 7th August, 
1914, that is to say, three days after tlu* war broke out ; and tin* t/ouncil 
will remember that one of the first things t he ( Jovernnu*nt o( India did on tlu* 
outbniak of tlu* war was to ])ut a slop to all (*x p(*ndil u re vvhi(*h was Tiot 
require3d for meaHurt*s of imnuxliate and imperative ne(*<*sHity. It was known, 
too, that the matter was und(*r the eonHi<J(‘ration of tlu* Royal (voniinission 
<^>n the Public Services. P is no wonder, thercloia*, that tlu* (fovernmeiit <>l 
India decule<l, in Sept(*mber, 1914, that this qu(‘Stion of 1 lu* rcorganisat ion 
of the Judicial Service in Hengal must await the rejiort ol the Public Services 
Commission. In consequence* of this dt*cision, the amount proviib*! in tlu* 
Budge^i^for 1914-15 for this reform lapsed, and the Mnnsifis and tludr friends 
in this Council and outside it have always felt that the MutisiffH havi* l#een 
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in Ronjo way tlefraudod of their just dues. I admit frankly that the junior 
MuriHiffH hav(^ had real bad luck, and if I were speaking outside this Council 
J might us(‘ a stroriger expr(‘,y8ion ; but I would remind them that they are 
not the only ofiicers who have been liit by the war and by the necessity 
of waiting for a decision on the report of the Public Services ( Aimmission. 
The war has gone on longer than most people anticipated in 1914, and 
the n^i-orl of tht‘ Publics Services Commission has taken longer to deal 
with tljari most f)f us expected. Tlu^ procedure, which the Government 
of India liavt‘ adopted in dealing with the report, has b(‘en (*xplained more 
than once^ in this (k)nncil. Briefly, they propose to stifle the general 
principb‘S first and takc^ up the ease* of individual services thereafter. Th(\v 
have not y(?l T*eaehed th(i stagf' at wliich they will ask us for our detailed 
reeommendai ions with regard to individual services, l>ut tli(‘ Goviumment 
of Bengal fully re(^ognise that the delay which is occurring is causing 
cxcusabb^ disappointment to the Muiisiffs. We have, theu’efore, (carefully 
considered, l)oth last year and this year, whether it would be practicable to tie 
an 3 ^thing to exp(‘dite tln^ consideration of their case in advance of general 
action on tin* Royal Commission’s report. There art* considt'rable tlifficull ies 
about this, and they an* due to the fact that the c‘hang(*s proposed 
by tlte Royal Commission in rc^gard to tlu^ Judicial Ser\jC(‘ nr(^ somewhat 
t;xt(uisiv(‘ and important. As Hon’ble Memb(‘i*^i know, uinhu’ tin* pr(‘Sent 
systtun candidates for Munsiffships Ix'gin by officiating in t(*m))orary 
vacanci(*s. Th(‘r(‘ an' ofl(*n oonsid(*rabl(* int(*rvals In't wet ri tln'St^ officiating 
vacanci(*s, and the vvlntle systc'in has for sonn* tiint* bt*t‘n regardeel as not 
altogether satisfactory tutlier to tin* Munsiffs or to tin' Go\nnnnn‘nt . The 
Royal Commission havt* proptKcd that the Provincial Judicial S(*]‘vic(*, liki* 
most oth(‘r servicais, should hav(* an adecpiatc h‘av(^ res('rv(' foi- filling 
t(*mporary and (casual vacanci(*s, and that, tin* ncruits to the Judicial 
Service* should lu'giji as probationers on Rs. 200. Wln*n they an^ conlinned, 
th(3ir f)ay will l)e raised to Rs. 300 ; after that they will go up on a tinn* 
scale by tnd'unial inen^ments of Rs. 40 until th(‘y n^ach Rs. ,00() ; similarly, 
Subordinate* .ludg(\s will b(*gin on Rs. 600 and ris(* to Rs. 800 by annual 
increments of Its. 40. Now, these t)roposals involve a vt*ry in)j)ortant (‘hangc 
in the existing system of a grad(‘.d service re(*iuit(*d from tin* Jfar who begin 
by officiating temporarily in tin* lirst instance. Tln're aia^ also ratlicr 
(mmplicat(^l (jm stions of pensions, (4c., to be stTfled, duo to the fact, as 
sev(*ral flon’bhi M(‘mbers have noticed, that Munsiffs (*nt(*r the service at a 
com] larati vel}^ late agt*. ddie Royal (nmimission’s scheme is also very d iffei*(*nt, 
indecMl, from the scheme which was sent uj) by the High Court in 1914. 
The qut'Stion of the method of recruitment of Munsiffs and the substitution of 
a time scale for a graih'd service, all 7*aise large matters of principl(‘S whicli 
alfect not nu'ia'ly the Judicial Service^ but other sf'rvices, and not merely 
services in Bengal but services all over India. In these circumstances, we 
f(*(*l that we C()uld not rightly ask the Go\n*rnment of India to sanction a mere 
temi)orai*v palliative like the raising of tlu' pay of the low(^st grade to Rs. 2a(> 
specially as this nunedy is not on the lines on which the Royal Commission 
proposed to reorganise the service. I notice* that both the Vice-Chancellor 
and th(* Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq seem to think that this half hoaf would 
not afford a satisfactory meal for the Munsiffs. What we hav(^ decided to do, 
th(‘refore, is this. We should have preferred to wait until we g(*t tin* 
vi(*ws of the Government of India on questions of primuple— 
r(*c!’uitmc*nt, time-scale and so on — before we ask for the views of 
t he High (_/ourl on the Royal Commission's schemi^ ; but we re(n)gnis(* 
that considerabh* (hday has already occurn'd and that more delay is likt'ly 
to occur Ix'fore thes(^ big questions are S(4.tled. We ])ropo8e, therefori*, 
at on#e to consult the High Court on the Royal (Commission’s scheme and 
to obtain their views. We shall tlnm be iu a p(3sition to [dace our conclusions 
before the Govm’iiment of India, immediately they are ready to take up the 
case of individual services, and we hope that we shall be able to put the 
case of file Munsiffs in the forefront or ^ven to send it up in ad^ranco of 
other services. It must, of coui'se, be understood that I am not able to 
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givo any promise. The final decision will not rest with tin* Govenunmd 
of Bengal, but with the Govennnent of India and the Se(‘ivtary of State. 
]t is, therefore, iinpossible for us to do what the Hon’hle Maiih i Fazl-ul Haq 
asks us to do. Jt is impossible for us to give imuKHliate I'lle-et to t in* n*i-om- 
mondations of the l^iblie Servicers Commission regarding tin* iiu| roveineni in 
the pay and prospects of tin* Judicial Service*. dJn* Hon’bh* Member asks us 
to do something which we cannot possibly do. Nor is it soh'ly a qm stioii oC 
funds. If these important matters of principle had bt‘(‘n seltled and if wi* had 
received the orders of the CoveriiUKuit of India and tin* Sorwl-Avy ,,( Siatt'. 
we should, I liave litth*^ doubt, be able to find the funds which an' leciuireii 
to give effect to this reform. It is at the pros(*nt stage simply a (pn^siion 
of the best tactics to adopt in sending up this (tast* tt> tin* higlu'r aut horities, 
and before we can do tliat, we must get tin* views of tin' High (\uirt. 1 (‘an, 
however, assure the Council that the Government of l>(*ngal do ri'alise that in 
view of the delay that lias oc‘cur!*(.‘d the Munsifis havt^ a n^asonabh* claim that 
their case should be (‘Xfiedited as far as possibh*, and that onh*rs sh(»nld not 
be delayed lorigio* than is ne(;essary. I can undertake, on btJialf (»f tin* 
GovernnKUit of Hcmgal, that nothing wc* can do in this din'ction will Im* 
left undone. 1 am soiry that is all the assiiranc‘e 1 can givt* tin* (%)uncil, but, 
jt IS an assurance ii()t without it s value j an<l perhaps in 1 hes(* ei reiimsi a nc'os 
tlie Hon’ble Members who have put forward tlu‘S(^ icsol ut ions will bt* 
prepared to leave the mat t(*r in the hands of Governnn'iit.’ 


The Hon’ble Kai Dehknokk Chondkk Guosk Haiiaduk said : — 

“ My Lord, I will only say a very f(‘vv words. Aft.er wdiat- has falh'n from 
the llon’lile Mr. K(‘rr I do not think it is nec('ssary for im* to say any tiling 
in justification of tlie Munsiff’s eas<‘. All I want, is to dispt*! tln^ impiMvssion 
which might have Ixhui created in tln^ minds of souk^ of the Hon’ble MmnlM*rs 
as regai'ds the* initial pay of tlie junior Munsiffs. Formorly the initial ])ay of 
the Munsiff was Bs. 250 a month. 'Jdiat was tin* pay fixed in the y(‘ar IStiS. 
That Went on fi^ii* about 30 years, and thtm it w\as felt by the fTrovernm(‘iit that 
it Avould be proper t(^ class the pay of the junior Miinsiifs wii>h that of t he 
junior Ideputy Magistrates and that is how tln^ pay of t he junior Munsilfs (aann* 
to be reduced to Us. 200 a montdi. 1 hojie that when the (jin^st-ion of t,)je 
inerr^ase in the pay of thc^sc*. Munsiffs counts up ftir <:u)nsi(h‘rat ion, the history 
of th(ur initial jiay will not Ix^ forgotten.” 


The Hon’ble Mattevi A. K. Faze-ue Hao said : — 

My Loi’d, I at Imil that i n al lotting (ex fxmd it ti la* on d iffe r(xit 1 1 eins t b >vern- 
nient have to take into considtu'ation the relativx* imjxxtance ol t he it.om^ of 
expenditun^ to be consid(‘r(‘d. It is true that tln^ ( jlovern nx‘n t «»f Indni 
have ruled that in view of tln^ financial stringmu^y through whieli w'e are now' 
Jiassing all expenditure, otjuu* than those of urgiuil and imim^diate neei'ssity, 
slioLild be stoppiMl. Th(' only ^JU(^stlon wdixdi arises, thei'elore, is wdietlx r 
the proposal contained in this ?x*solutjon can be eaJhul to In* a matter of 
ttrgent and imperatives necjossity. That it is a mattm* of some necessity’ has 
already been admitted. That it is a matter of importance has also beon 
conceded. And I think, having regard to call that has taken j^laca* in the 
discussion of this (piostion, that it is also a mattm’ of imuK^diate and urgent 
uecessity. Glancing t-hiough the Bu lg(*t it strikes me as sonxovhat strange 
that Government should allot no less than a sum of ruf>e(*s t, wcmty-rxK* lakhs 
items of more or less mim^x* im[)ortan(;e comp«an*<l with tlie n(*(;dH and 
t't^quirements of the judicial branch of the Provincial Civil Serviexx Let us 
Ciko into consideration the crise of the iH^ad-constabh'S. Is it going to be 
seriously urgecl that tJio question of the regrading <^>f heail"C*onstables is of 
greater importance than the question of raising tlx* jiay of tin* Munsiffs ? Jake 
fhe casQ of the^ ordinary jxilice. Is it going to Ixi scudously urged that tins is 
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of far ^rn^ator iinj)ortanco or of more immediato nooesHity than that of the 
regrading of MuriKiffn and Sal)-,I udgeH ? Is it serionsly urged that the 
coriHtraction of Hteam-launehes for which a lakh of rupees have been 
biidgett(Ml is of more immediate and urgent necessity — launches for River lV)lic(‘ 
for whicdi Hs. 8(h()(K) have Ik^pii budgetted ? I'hen, my Lord, there are otlier 
it(*ms, Jfhowanipore J.unatic Asylum, two laklis ; River patrol, Rs. 79,996 ; 
additional temporary force* for Intelligence Branch, 1.04.308 ; increase for 
temporary force, two lakhs ; ami so forth. I want to question, my Lord, 
whether all thes<^ are of greater importance and of mon^ immediate necessity 
than th(‘ question of the raising of the Muiisiff's pay? Is the raising of the 
pay of the sub-insp(*ctors and head-constables by more than a lakh of more 
importance ^ 1 submit that in A'iew of the fact tliat money has been found for 

raising the pay of sub-inspectors and head-constables that the question of 
regrading the y)ay of tlu^ members of the Provincial , Judicial Service should 
be considerred also. It is true we are passing through a financial crisis, but I 
submit that the money whudi is m^eded will be certainly Well spent if it is 
spent in giving (*ffect to the recommcuidations of Uu* Public Servicf's 
(commission with regard to the revision of this branch of public service. 1 
(juite appreeiati* the value of the assurancf' that the Government will try their 
best to do all that can possibly be done to impiawe tin* j aj^ and prospects of the 
diidicial Service. I hav(‘ no doubt that all that can jxissibly be done will lx* 
doin'. But having regard to all that has been done, T do not think that we can 
simply rc^st with the assurance of this character. It is true that a referenc(> 
has got to be made to tln^ High Court, but niort* than two y(*ars have runv 
ebapsed sinc(^ wi* h*ad the r(*port of the Public Servi(*('s Commission before us. 
and I Ihinlv Gov(‘rnm(Uit ought to have by tin’s time thought of getting tin' 
a(lvic(' of tin' High Court in the mattau* of giving efl(*ct to t-ln^ recommenda- 
tions of tin' Public Servi(‘es (hnnmission. I think, my Loid, wc* liavtMnade out 
a good cas(' for tln^ Governnn'nt to accept this resolution, and I ho{>o Govern- 
ment will yet i-(^consid(‘r their decision in this matter.” 


A division was then taken with the following n'suJt : — 


.*1 f/en — 1 S, 

IJon’hlo Dr. Nilratuii Sarkar. 

,, ,, Mr. Amimir Huliraar». 

,, ,, H<*\ . Dr. (]. IIowcIIh. 

.. ,, Kimiar Stub SiM'kbanjHwai Kay. 

,, ,1 Halm Broj^iidra Kistior Jtay Clinii 

dhuri. 

,, ,, Mr. Anm CMiandia Sin^lia. 

,, Dr. Drl)a Cranad Sarbadliikari, (M.K. 

,, ,, Uai D(‘lKndcr OmiidiT (ilioHf 

iniliadiir. 

41 ,1 Dr. AbdulIa-al-Mnniuii Suliraward;^ . 

1, ,, Maulvi Ahiil Kaneiii. 

,f ,, Maulvi A. K. Fa/.l-u] Ila(|. 

,, Kliaii Saiiil) Aiiian Ali. 

„ ,, Habu Bliala'iidia Cdintidra Kay. 

•y ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,1 ,, Kabii Akhil Cbandfa Dutta. 

,1 ,1 Kai MabfiMlra Ciiaiidra Mitrn 

Hnbadur. 

11 1, Bibii S^iixMidra Natli Kay. 

11 Balm Kialiori Median (/liaudlmri. 


Nofttt — 1 9 


Till* Ilou’bb* Sir Ib'iiry WliiM'Icr, K.c.l E., c.s.i, 

,, ,, Mr. N. 1 ). Bcatson Boll, r.s.i., (m.f.. 

,, ,, Sir Sat.y(M»dra Brasanna Sinlia, Kt 

,, ,, Mr. C. iJ. Stovciisoii- Moore, c; v.o. 

,, ,, IMr. II. Kerr, r.s.i., c.i.E. 

,, „ Mr. J. Donald, ( m.e. 

„ ,, Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

„ „ Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

,, Lt.-Colooel W. J. Buclianaii, r.l.E., 

l.M.s. 


Mr. C. H. Born pas. 

Mr. W. C. Wordflwortli. 

Ml. C. F. Bayne. 

Mr. K, B. II. Banton. 

Kai Bri3’a Natli .Mukliarfi Baliadm. 
i.s.o. 

Sir Kajendra Natli Mookerjee, k.^ i f 
M r. J. Mackenzie. 

Mr, W. TI. II. Arden-WotMl, r.i.E. 

Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.K. 

Mr. W. K. Crum. 


The following members abstained from voting : — 
Pile Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

M ,1 Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 
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The following memhers were absent : — 

The Ilon’hle Mr. T. C. l\ Gibbons, K.r. 

,, ,, th(' Nawab Ibahadur of Murshiilaba^b 

,, Raja Hrishikesh Lalia, e.i.K. 

Mr. R. Glen. 

,, ,, the Maharajadhiraja liahadur of lUirdwan. 

,, ,, Rai Rad ha C ha ran Pal Uahadur. 

,, ,, Mr. E. H. Edeii. 

,, ,, Mr. hb A. Martin. 

,, ,, Mr. 11. R, A. Irwin. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Asraf Ali Khan (diandhiiri. 

,, ,, Habii Mahendra Nath Ray, (m.e. 

„ „ Mr. K. P. Diilt. 

,, ,, Pal>ii Ainbika Cdiaran Maziiindar. 

The Ayes bein^ 18 and the No(^s tin* mol ion was lo.st. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. XIV 

AND XV. 

Tlio following I’tisolu tions, which stood in th(‘ naiiK's of tin* Ilon’hlr 
Paba Siircmdra Nath Ray and Dr. ])(‘ba PraHa<l vSarba<l lilkari, o^siM^cti 
were, by leave of the Pn^sident, withdrawn : — 

ddiis Councdl rtuajininonds to t-ht* Governor in (Council t hat — 

(a) prov ision be inad<^ for Rs. 50,000, or other sniii as may he 

iKua^ssary, to raise the initial j)ay of lln' Mnnsifs from 

Rs 200 1-0 Ks. 250 ; and 

(/;) the exptmditiin* bo met from tin* lump provnsiiin of Ks. th),50S, 

jirovdded for reg’radin^ of suh-ins|K}ctors ami head-eon- 

stablos. 


This Council recommends to the Governor in (’oiincil that- — 

(a) a sum of Rs. 1,00,000 b(^ jirovided in th(» Pud^et for vnn;^ (dlect, 
to the rt*commendation of I In^ Public Services Commission for 
increasing the initial salari(‘s of Munsifs ; and 
(/)) the said sum be taken out of tin* provosion ol Rs. iM),:>S,(M)0 under 
head Police, District Exinuit-ive Force*. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XVL 

The llon’bl^ Da. Dkba Pk\s\i> Sauhadiiikaim movesl tin; following 
resolution : 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council tliat 

(a) a sum of Ks. 80,000 be added to the- Pudiret Estimate f Rs. 20,000) 
for prelirnmaiy works in connection with tlie DamexJar Reservoir 
Scheme ; and 
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{It) the said sum of lis. 30,000 he taken out of tlie provision of 
Us. 6,64,000 for the construct ion (jf buildings in connection with 
the partition of Midnapore. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, this also is one of our hardy annuals — hardier than tin* one 
which has just Ixuni disposed of. Every year tliis question is l)rc)U^lit 
before^ tin; Council in the hope of ^^ettiii^ some sort of relief. This year w(‘ 
an; fortified b(;tt(;r than w(‘ used to be btd’ore, because Your Excelhuicy was 
^ 00(1 enough to visit the locality in person and was able to form conclusions 
which, 1 hop(‘, ar(‘ favourable. A very sympathetic reply was ^iven in answer 
to the deputation t hat waited on Your Excellency t h(‘ other day and sonn^ 
of tlie items provided in tln‘ Ihidr^et on pa^c;s 27 and 2S of the Uevis(‘d 
Financial Statement an' c;arn(‘st of what Your Exctdlency’s (4 overninent 
])ropose to do under the pres(;nt circumstances. I gratefully acknowh'dge 
that the sum provich'd for the improvement of J5uxi khal will go a long way 
in ndieving a ciM tain tract of tin* country, lint my resolution relates mainly 
to th(‘ Damodar reservoir scdieiin; and my sul)mission hert^ is that a littl(‘ 
morn moiH'y ought to provided for tin* preliminary work. I must, not have 
the liardihood t-o toll tin* departnumt that it ought to spcunl on j)r(4iminary 
work morr* than what it thinks ought to be spent, ddn* ic'ason, however, 
why, 1 tliink, that, t in* survc‘y should lx; thorough and ('fft'ct ivc* is that since 
tln^ ^‘oply to the deputation was given, then* has bfuxi criticism in tlx* news- 
j)a|X'rs of t in; s(‘h('me tliat has b(*(;n put forwaixi and advi'rso sUL''gest ions hav(* 
also a])pear(x| from m(*n who had known of tin* scheiin* while in tin* s('iwi(*(‘ 
of tin* dejiartnn'iit,. Any mistake*, my Lord, in conin'cfion wit h t-ln* scln'iiu' 
would lx; worse than fatal and we cannot lx* too cari'ful as to liovv we 
j)ro(;c‘(‘d. Your Exc(;llency ’s Covernmenl have^ (h‘])uted an (*xpiM-t office*!* to 
go on with tin* work in addition to what Sir Addams-W'illiams has already 
(loin*. Wln;th(*r with r(*gard to a big S(;heni(; like* t his the; allott,e*el sum will 
achie*ve any geeeeel i*esults is doubted by some ])ee-)ple‘ who hael the* hanelling 
of the (luestion be‘fore*, and it is as a re‘sult of the*se* critie*isms that 1 cask 
Ye)ui* Exe*ellency’s (i e)V(*rnnu'nt wheth(*r some' more me)ne*y ought neit t o be* 
preevieleel. It is a big pre)ble*m ne) de^mbt, but the* stake* is also big. In eetlie*!- 
count rie‘s ])rol)le‘ms like; this have be*e'n succi*ssful]y dealt with. Tlose* who 
kne)W count l ie's like* Ileillanel know what te*i*rible elisasters the* j)e‘ople* hael to 
face b(*foi*e, but which science* anel zeal have* ce)iie]iu*reel. Tin* e*ondil,ions ai’e* 
similar he'ie^ to a ce'rtain extent, though I elo met feirget- the* diffie*n ltie*s 
about silting anel l(*\a'l anel e'Xfiaiise. Anel if this e'xira big tract of ce)untry 
is to be^ give*!! re*lief a ve‘ry re'liabh* scheme* is lu'cessary. Ik*t4.er fur that the* 
scheme* slouhl rmt be* unde*rtaken than it should lx; baelly unele;rtake*n. I elo 
not for a mome'iit suggest that that will be; the* case, but what T elo suggest is 
that much mo]*e meiiroy weiulel be necessary fe)r achie*ving good lu'sults thaii the* 
sum alleutteel foi- the; first year. Unde'i* thc'se e;ircumstan(;e;s J ve*nt ure to 
suggest- that if a prelimiiicary surve\y is to be effective* at h;ast Ks. 50,000 
she)uld be provideel in the Fudge*!/’ 


4du* Ilon’blt' Mr. Cowley saiel : — 

My Lord, T (*an assure the Hon’blo Meunlx'r who has mov(*el this resolutIe)ii 
that Goveinment has full sympathy with his desire to push on with the 
investigatie)ns in connection with the eexistruction in the Barakar valley ol 
a reserve>lr few lioleling up a ])ortie)n of the Dameuelar floal water. ddn 
llon’ble* Membe*r has saiel that he; thinks that a sum e)f lbs. 20,000 which has 
b(*en })roviele*el in tJie Budge*! lor this purpose is insufficient, anel in ewele*!* t<» 
achie ve goe>el re^sults we* sljould spend more me)nf:*y on them. I trust that I shall 
be^ able* to cexivince* the Hon’ble^ Member that this is not the* case*. The work 
on which we are at j)re*S(mt emgageel is to find a suitable site for a reserveeir 
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and havingr found it to oxaniiin^ it from two standpoints, namoly, troolopual 
and engincMM-inc:. At first wo want to s.‘t' what sort of a F.mi ndat ion wi‘ may 
obtain fin* tho rosorvoir dam and, sooondly, wlioilnn- tlm naturo of iln^ suh-sod 
\H such as will rtunho- tho r(‘Si‘rv(a‘r wat(>r“(iccht and la'sist soom* in tlu^ noii^h- 
bourliood of tho sluioos. Wo liavt' t-o asc‘(‘rtain hy sur\t‘y tho voliinio (d* wat(‘r 
whic-h can ho iini)onndod hy t lu' construct ion of a dam at, tin' site, ami our 
ohj(‘ct hoin^ to hold up a volunii' of 20.(M)0 million foc't (d‘ water we can arrive 
at tlio InULTht of th(‘ dam which is najuisilc, and the ari'a whieh will he 
suhmei-o*(‘d hy th(‘ lakt‘ wlnm tin* ros(‘rvoir is full. W(‘ have also to examine 
other (jut'stions, sindi as tho natina* of tho oatchnnmt arixa of tin* rj\-er, t he 
nature of tln^ sodinumt, carried hy th(‘ rivtn* winm in il<MKl and tin' \'oluine ei tile 
dischar^<'. 'riioso are the (pu'stions whudi we hav(‘ at pia'smit to (‘mpiii-e upon 
and solv(‘. When wo hav<‘ found a sit(> whicdi is satisfactory both from tlu' 

domical and im^iinan-inu^ points of view W(' will 1 Inm havt- lodt‘si/j^!i the 
reservoir dam and pr(‘par(‘ tin' (‘stimaties. The (xstimat,('s wlnui read>’ will 
first he shown to and ('xaminod by th(‘ I nsp(‘ctor'-(i tmoral of Irriffation and 
finally suhmitttMl to the ( J oveumimmt of India for tlu‘ sanc*tion (d that (h)\'t‘rn- 
ment or of t lo' S(*cr(‘tary of Siat(‘ in h]npflaud. It will h(‘ stam, t h(‘refore. tliat 
our preliminary works, that, is to saj^ works which \\a art' about l,o ean*y 
out are not of a cosily naturtx In addition wo shall havo th(' exjuit 
assist, anoi' of tin' 1 nspoctor-( loiuu'al of Irrigation and wo sliall no doubt apply 
to thc^ ( iov(‘rnmon t of India for tin' s(‘ivic(‘s of an oxpmt ojfict'r from \\\r. 
Oeolog’ical Di^j^art mont to r(‘j>ort on the site from a ijfoolo^ical slamlpoinl. 
()ur iminar.y work must he ahsoluttdy thorough and sound. Tin' resp;o!i- 
sihility foj- the ])roi>aration of a projt'cd, of this nattiia* is v(u*y ^taal and 
r(‘(|ui]’(^s montlis of anxious and caiadul d(dih(*ration, hut t he ac'tiial expendi- 
ture in cash during th(‘ current y(‘ar will 1 k‘ limit(*d to sin've\' work, tln‘ 
]>urchaso of cam]) ('(]ui])m(U]ts and mathematical instrument .s, the makiii^^ ol’ 
l)orin^^s and p('t ty works costing small sums. W(‘ have provided lbs. ::>0.0(M) 
for (‘xjxmdituia* nt'Xt year and W(* do not la^iuiro inon* for t he ]>r< ‘paral ion of 
this ])roj(‘Ct, therefore I do not a^^nu* with tln^ llon’hh* Mtunher that, a 
lar^(‘r ])rovision f or (‘X jiond it ur(‘ in thom^xt year’s Ihid^jil is laMjuirod. The 
[>oint is that tJio t.inn* has not y(‘t arrlvtul when we can <lo moj-e. We ha\’e 
first t,o pn‘part‘ our proji'ct and tinm find out what if would (‘o^t and submit it 
to tln^ ('Xpert r)ffict‘rs of the (lovorniinuit of India for sanction. I hop** that tins 
ox|)lanation will satisfy tln^ Ilon’hk' Momh(‘r t hat I In* l#u<lp;et, provision is noi 
inadt‘(]ual for our j)ros('nt jiurjiosi'H. In any aa^v. we shall noi slop eur 
in vesti^a tions if AVo find ours(‘lv(\s running short ol hinds ; hut as I hare 
said T do not anticipati' that this will ho t.Iic' case. 1 trust, ilnuadore, that the 
Ilijii’hlo Moinljor Avill not pn^ss this nxsolution.” 


ddie Hon’hh' Da. Dkua IfijASAD Sakuadii i k aki said : — 

My Lord, 1 was not an tici j)a tin<^ the w^uk to whudi th«’ lion Ide 
Member has rofi'inaHl. 1 1 is tho jirolinnnary Work ])ureaiRl smiph* t ( » w ii ich my 
observations ladat.od. I do not )>ropos(‘ a revc'rsion to the Saf.t/a. Jw/a and try 
to forc(‘ moi’o niom\y upon an u n willing de| a rt meiit , and jl the m‘sn1i can he 
achiovo(] with Rs. I should think that the Public ^\oIks Dejjartment 

ou^-ht toiaicc'ive a hedtor cm'tilicatc tlian tin; pul)li(; has he(‘n willin^^ to t^ivo 
thmn so lon^* ” 

The resolution was th(*n, by lcav<‘ of the Presidtuit, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XVII. 

Thu Honijle Rai MaiiI':nj)Ka CiiAJsiniA Mjtua RAirADCk moved the 
following resolution : — 

This Council rocommemds to t he Govnuaior in Council t hat tln^ hcln'UK! 
for the construction of building m coniiecti on with the partition of Midna])oi(^ 
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Resolutions. 

Rai Mahendra Chandra Miira Bahadur, 


[14th March, 


bo poBtponed for the present and that as much money as possible out of the 
sum of Us. 6,64,000 for that purpose bo allotted to increase the grant in 
connection with the projects for mitigating the ofrt‘ct of the terrible floods of 
the Damodar in the Jiurdwan Division. 


He said : — 

‘'My Lord, in (consequence of the great struggle in which the Kmpire 
is now engaged I think that the present moment is hardly the time for 
carrying out any expensive sclumie of doubtful utility such as the partition- 
ing of the district of Midnapore. W(‘ are to provide for the heavy 
‘ liabilities wliieh in one way or another will come upon ns shortly after the 
war is over. The war imposes on us the necessity for conservation of our 
r(‘Hourees.’ My Lord in coiim^ction witli the partition of the district of 
Midnapor(c, how can we meet a heavy recurring expenditure on account of the 
maintenance of th(‘ otticers to be appointed ? 

At the Council meicting last year, tlu^. Hon’blo Mr. P. ('. Lyon, c.s.i., 
pointed out that the district of Midnapore ‘ has very special diflieiilties of 
its own. In fact, a considcu-able ])ortion of its area is inhabited by alxndginal 
tribc^s dillering entirely from the poj>ulation of the other ])arls of the district. 
It has also very large G(wernment (‘states and (^anal Irrigation areas and 
otlucr special difficulties.’ 

My friend, the flon’ble Mr. O’Malley, whihe discussing the g(‘neral 
administration of this district at some length in his valuable trecatise, tl)e 
Gazett,(‘cr of Midna])or(‘, has not raised the question of partitioning this 
district. Pesidc^s, the proofs of tliis book w(*r(‘ read and n'vistMl by two 
eniinont civilians, viz., W. A. Marr, Esq., J.e.s., Collector of Midnapore, and 
1). W(‘ston, P^sq., i.<’.s., formerly (k)ll('ctor of Midnap(;re. 

My Lord, I quote the following figures from the U(‘|)ort of the District 
Administration (%)ininitt(H‘, submitted to Govi'rnnunt of Ihuigal in May 
J'JPi {iridv }iage 39) for tin' purpose of comparison and careful consideration 
of Your Excellency’s Council ; — 


Aroa 
S'l railcH 


Miduaporc^ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5,143 

li4-ParganaH 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4,S44 





I'opula* 
t ion 

Suh-di 

Hion 

Midnapore 

... 

... 

... 

2,H2\,2in 

4 

):^4-PargaiiaB 

... 

... 

... 

2,434,104 

5 





of 

M iinici- 
palitifH 

Municipal 

1 ncome in 

Mi(tnapore 

... 

... 

... 

7 

Rs. 

1,58,407 

Z^4-Pargaiia8 

... 

... 

... 

23 

11,57,561 





COLLKCTOU'S CORREHrONDENPE. 

Midnapore 

... 

« • • 

• «« 

Receipts 

.•!3,274 

IgBuca. 

28,155 

24-Parganas 

... 

• •• 

• •• 

39,591 

37,451 
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Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


;i7i 


Canks TiiiKr) nY A1 A(. isTn atkn 


Midnapore 




Orif^iiial 

4,76:> 

aiul 

K»'\ IVIOIIH 

2(m; 

24-Pargana8 

... 

... 

... 

:u, 2 .si 

2t‘)S 

Midnapore 





< ;iM't rum 

lint till t u 

4r> 

24-I*arganas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

7S 

Midiiaj)oro 





JViiiiiliri (if 

H tf rU'SHf''- 

rviiiii iiiri 1 

M u^li-l t.ilt'H 

2 4-Parganas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 17,111 

M idnaport* 





Nutufiot of 
(’ivil Sinl -« 

1 1 i<-(i III 
(*IV|) (’oilllh. 

... :{r>,02i 

24-Pargaiia8 

. • . 

. •• 

• •• 

... 

... 


My Lord, from tlu*. ahovi^ slatiMiioiit, it will undoiil)! (vlly apprar to Your 
ExcoIloncy’H (JouiudI that l.h( 0 ’t‘ is no (ir^T^oncy at all for part il lonin^ IIm' 
district o£ Mi lriaj)ort3 for ollicitmt administration of tl)o distrjct. 

Tlio proposals for tln^ jiartition of the district- of Midna[)orc wtoii 
abandoned on ’financial consid(‘rations ' in 1885 by (lovcrnnamt. 

My Lord, on accjount of tho war tin; financial position of ovto-nmiml 
has not improved now. 

The fxovornment of India declined ^ mainly on political grounds’ to 
proceed any further witli the rpK'stion of partition of Midnapon*, ami an 
Additional District Magistrate, for Midnapore was ai)[)oint('d in LM)8. 

Last year, the llordble Mr. Lyon observed at tht^ (Jomicil meeting that 
‘ HO long as these; districts (/.c., Myrnemsingh and Mi<lnapore) nnnain undivid- 
ed, we can expect but littk; inifirovcmKoit in sanitation b<‘causi; the. whoh; 
unit is too big, whether it be tin; (JolbM.'torati; rir the District Loard.’ My 
Lord, non-official gentlemen are now bmng appointe<i as (diairnnai of District 
If cards, and therefore District Magistrates an; ndie.ved of their mult ilarious 
duties connected with the administration of District Loards. 

My Lord, it is not the question of area aloru; which cran effect inark(;d im- 
provement in the efficient administration of a distii(.*t, but it is tlie. rpiestion rif 
funds available at the disposal of the district officer for exirenditiin; in liis own 
district. It is not the question of total income of a district from varifiiis sr^urces 
such as excise, income-tax, etc., not to speak of its land ri;V(mue, but it- is t he 
question of allotment from the Provincual as well as grant froiii the Imperial 
Government. Money should l)i; provide<l to solve the problems in connection 
with the legitimate and chronic complaints about sanitation or drainage and 
irrigation which seriously affect the people who contribute their share* to 
increase the income of the district they live in. 
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fllTH Maiu^h, 


Maulvi Afnil Kasem, 

My Lord, let me tako the ease of Howrah district for purpose' of eom- 
parison ; hecause the area of Howrah district is 51 0 square mih'S and it is 
tlic; smallest district in the' Presidency of Penpal, with a population of about 
8^ lakhs, boin^ less numerous than any other district in th(> province except 
Harjeelinf^. ddie district of Howrah is still under the Collector of Hoo^ldj^ 
and tlu'refore tlie l)ist?dct Magistrate of Howrah has got a grt'ate'i* amount 
of time at his disposal to look afte'r th(< smallest area of hin district in tlu^ 
Pre^sidency of Jhmgal. Put what of that? The paddy-fields of seve^ral 
mauzas in I he Ulul)(‘ria subdivision of Howrah district are still under watt'r, 
and imimmse damagei is done' to ero])s oveu-y yc'ar for want of jiroper drainage' ; 
t he li(‘lpl(;ss raiyat and encunibc'red landlords nre on the ve'rge^ oi ruin. Put 
‘ Gove'rnment are' not^ taking steqis te) carry out any work for the spe'e'dy 
drainage of tliis are'a.’ I havc^ be'e'ii informe'd at the' Council me'oiing by tlui 
Heai’bh' M('ml)(‘r in charge that ‘the are-a will Ix' efticiemt ly draiiu'd when 
(‘llect is given to the* Amta drainage' pnqect. Tlie* solution of the* problem 
has alrexady bee'ii found and that the' only obstacle' be'ing money.’ ]n 1873 
(/oloiU'l Haig, (diiel Kngine'C'r e)f Pemgal, recomme'ude'eJ the* Amta sehemu' lor 
the^ drainages ol <S I sejuare^ mile's. ( )f the rural 1 lianas in tlie* district e)f 
Howrah ‘Amta is t.he^ most unhexaltliy’ (c/eA' page' 52, District Gazette'eu* eif 
Howrah by Hon’ble' Mr. O’Malh'y). 

Idle Amta drainage sclu'me ‘has alre^aely beu'U approve'd by Government 
and is oidy awaiting funels.’ 

My Lore], in coniK'e^tion with the, Dainodar floods, we are* exlrenie'ly 
thankful to your Lxcelh'iicy's sympathe'tic rcjily te the* ineunbe'rs of the* 
d('I)Ut.ation that waitexl ujion your Hxcelle'ncy in Fe'bruary last, but iinfor- 
tunat-e'ly, suHicie'iit iirovisiein has not- be'em made* in the* liuelge^t- for all the* 
projiosed ne^w me*asure‘s ane] improveul drainage* as m(*nt.ione*el in the reply. 

My Lord, I humbly a])p(xal to your Kxcelle'iicy’s Council t hat tlie scln'iih* 
for the' construction of building in e*onne*c‘tion with the* jiartition of Midnapore* 
be postp)ii(^d for the* jirese'iit- anel that as much mone'y as ])ossil))e* out rif the' 
sum ol Us. ) for that purpose^ be allotted to increase* the' grant in 

coiiiK'ction with thei jirojeu'ts for mitigating the' e'lfe'ch of Hoods of the* Danioelar 
that most, se'riously allect e*V('ry ye*.ar the liv(*s anel i )ro])e'rt ie's of t housands 
eif poor inhabitants of about 800 village's in t lu^ Pure! wan Division.” 


The Hon’blo Maitlvi Aiutl Kasem saiel : — 

'‘My Lord, J rise* t-o sup|)e)rt my frieiiel, anel in eloing so 1 must say that 
the' pe'o})l(* of the' Purelwan Division gratefully appre'e-ial e' the* very synqiathetie 
altitude' t-ake'ii up by G eive'rnnu'nt with re'fere'iice to the' que'sl ion e>f the fle)e>d 
arena. My Lore), high lieipes have' be'e'ir raiseal on t he' minds of the* pe'ople liy 
’S e)ur Kxce'llene'v’s N'isit- te» some of the affe'cl-e'd arenas and tlu'y b(*lie;ve' that 
soMK'thing substantial will be' done' in the* ne'ar future*. Ye)ur Exce'llency 
was pb'ase'el to give* us a ele't-aih'el acceuint of what it was jiroposcd to ele) anel 
I rise now simply tea impre'-ss upean yeuir k]x('ell('ney’s Gove'rnment thcat, the* 
Damexlar and Ajai floeads have' breiught the cultivators in a large are'a in the 
elistrict e)f Purelwan and Hooghly te) a elist reassful oe)nditie)n and the situation 
at the* prr'se'iit moment is ve'ry e*ritical. And if re*lie'f is delaye^d anel the* 
country is alloweel to be' Ileaoeleel next yeiar again the:^ result will be‘ that 
the districts of Purelwan, Heieighly anej Howrah will be' practically devastated. 
I he)j)e', My Lord, seunet hing will lie deiiie bt'feire the coming I'ains te) giv^o timely 
relief, at any rate, to the* poe)plo by the' prote'clion of the crops for at least one 
e)r t we) 3 U'ars, se) t hat the people may have seimething to fall back upe)n. With 
these woT'ds 1 e'ommend the rese)lutie)n tej the Council with the hope that some'- 
thing will be de)ne feir our cultivators.” 
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J^esol uifom. 7 *^ 

illr. Cotdey ; Bai Mahendra Chaudrn Mitni Bahadur. 

I'lir* IIon’Mo Mk. t%>WLi:v saiJ : — 


‘‘My Lon], tho iiiattor of this rosohnion is n‘.‘,‘i vino- \Ur synipa- 

thotic C(^nsi(loration of (ioviM-niiu'iit. Our schoino for mit i^r;xi inTr thooirocls 
of fl(K)t]s of I ho rivor Dainoilar ha\ also h(‘(ui oxi)Iain!^a in^'lhis Ooiinoil 

S(iven-al times. 'J'luiy are hein^ pushe.l forward as ((uirkly as W(‘ ean. \\\‘ 
cannot in th(‘ course of one yt\ar oi* six months linlsh or (‘onij)|(«t.‘ any <)n(‘ of 
these schemes. The work consists to a em-y ^rpoai extimt in t ho aeqiii^iiion 
of land ancHln^ excavation of eartii. Hot h of I Ik‘S(' |)n)eo(Mliii^r. taLt* much 
time and do not involve* expenditun* at a ra|)id rat t* d'o spend a lar^m sum 
of money on i-artliwan-k limans that a vm-y lar^e amount of ('arth has to he 
excavated and the time- at our disj)osal is limited] hy j>hysieal conditions. 


In r(‘grard to 1 1n^ extxmditure if we* had a dreni^er availal)h‘ fo?- dre l^imr 
tdu' Iloorhoora Klial we^ could no douht. proc(‘ed witli our work more* rajndlv 
and conseque'iitly spe‘nd a lar^t* sum ove'i* and above* that ])ro\ ide‘d for in the 
liud^c*!. As has he*e*n ex})laine*el me)re than once> in tliis ()ounc*il we* cannot 
at the^ ]>re‘se*nt time* ])Ure*hase* a elre*d^]rer. We* have* e>idy two di(*dLrcrs 
available* for use*, but l)otli th(‘Se* are* fully <*mploy(‘d for tin* maint onance* of 
our wate*rways. \\\^ cannot take up the e*xcavatie)n of tin* (Mntooa (*scape* 
clianne*! al^ pre'semt. le)r the* reason that we* have* not. coniple'te*d ye‘t the* 
ce)]le'ction of all the* hydraulic* data which is ne*C(‘ssary iOr the prope*r 
ali^^nmeoit of that e*scape* channe*!. ( a >ns(*e]Ue*n tly t he* work cannot bo unde*!- 
take*!!, but w'e* shall push on with the sc)ie*me'S we* ha\e in hand. I e*an, 
henveveu’, assure* t lie* lloii’ble* Memb(*r who has moV(‘d this re^solutiein that 
( j ove‘rnme*n t is jtist as anxious as he* e^an be* t<> se*(^ t hose* \\'(>i*ks e*omple*t oel , but 
I cannot promise* that the'y will be* e-omph'te^d in one* ye‘ar or t h roe* ye ‘ai-s, but 
that the work will be* pushe*d on as raj)idly as possible*. We* have* provide*d 
in our Ihiel^e*!. for the* ne*xt ye*ar for as much woik as we* think we* eran 
possibly do, and we* do not- anticipate' that e‘ve‘n had we* fui*t he‘!- lai-^e* sums of 
mone‘y we* could Sjie'Ild it. 1 tl’USt, t lle*re*fe »|-e*, that the* llon’ble* Move*!' Will Se'e* 
that, in t he* circumst.an(a‘s an adelition to the* ^rant is met ne'e*e*ssai*y ami I Impe* 
he' will ne)t pre'Ss his le'Sejlutie ui.” 


The ITondile^ Uai Maiiundra thiANOkA AfiiKA llAHAimn saiel : — 

“My Lord, I have* sii 1 inntt e*el my vne‘ws in sujiport of the* I’e'se elut ion, and 
1 thought t, hat it waiuld be* ac*aa*pt e*el by the* (hxincil without, any he *si l.a t ion. 
'Idieree are' twei que*stie)ns l»e*ldre' the* Loumnl now : ddie* tirsi, is tin/ dirtic'iilly to 
whicli the* raiyats liave* be'e*n put owin^ to the* t|e>oejs eef the* Lamodar iiver anel 
thej secoiiel is the* eiUe*8lion whe*t,heu' feir tho e*e)n \’e*n leiice* of administrative* 
work Seville* building’s are* to be* const ructe*d . Now it ly for 1 ho (hiuncil l.o 
eloc’iele* tlic'se* epie'stieins ; it re‘quire‘s no ar^uim*nt e)r mine* to suppoi*t the* 
resoliitiein. On one' side* wa* have* the* (jiie'stieen of hunianily and em the* othe*r 
side the que'stion of e*hicie*ncy. \\h* havo'to consieh‘r wholiie r lhe*re* is any 
ru'cm'ssity eif kee*[)injnr in hand Us. (jd»LdO() for tin* purpose* eif building in 
connc'ction with the partition of M i<h::ij>or(' or to sj)e*nel tin* niom‘y lor the* 
mitigation of the* e‘fre'ct of tin* lle)e)els. It is only f(*r t be* conside-rat.ion f>I 
Oovanmnient whethe*r tin* raiyats of 800 villa^e‘s sit,uate*<i as liny are* at 
present without any he‘lp freein anybody c’annot e*xpe*(;t In*lp Loin fjove rn- 
ment in such ur^eant mattesrs. 

I hud, my Lore], in the l>uel^e*t t hat a sum o| Us. :f0,000 has be^en allot t.eid 
as a pre'liminary measure* te^ mitigate* tin* f*lle*e*ls o! tin* liciod. Ne>w il it is 
said that the amount will bee incr('ase‘el next ye*ar it will not jyUt the raiyats 
in a comfortable' peisition. V^eiur Lordship liad be*e'n to the* aire'ctf'd areia and 
Vour Lorelship must have' l>e*e'ii conviriccel that it. is neen^rsary feir Oo\n*rnme*nt 
to pay at once as muc'h mom*y as is ])eissible* unde*r the ci rcu mst an<'e*s. I (>an 
only euelorse to t he' suHc*rint?s of these* poor villaf?<*rs ; tln*y have* beM*n ii^ivin^ 
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The President ; Rai MaKendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 


{roin field to field without getting i\ morsel of rice or bread. That being the 
ponition of the* raiyats I claim for them your J^xcellency's consideration that 
if money is to be spent for their benefit it must be done at once. Therefore, 
I strongly appeal to Your Excellency's Government to postpone the construc- 
tion of the buildings for the j)artition of Midnapore and spend the amount 
as much as possible for the comfort of these villagers. I cannot describe 
the pitiabh) condition of tlie raiyats. If it is said that because it has been 
setthid that buildings are to be constructed and therefore tlie money is to be 
spent on that account, my liumbh^ submission is that Government has full 
authority to reconsider the matter and allow the construction of tln^ buildings 
to be postpomnl and spend the mom^y for the benefit of the raiyats. T 
appeal, therefore, on the grounds of humanity for the accej)tance of this 
n ^solution.” 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


The Pkkhidknt said : — 

“ For the convcuiieiu^e of Hon’ble Memb(u*s 1 propose' to take one more 
resolution this t'Vtuiing and after distnissing tin' next resolution (No. XVMll) 
on the ord(u* pajun*, 1 shall adjouiii th(i ('ouncil until to-morrow.” 


RESOLUTION No. XVIII. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XVIII. 


The llon’bU' Uai Mahenoka Chanuka Mitka Hahadur moved the 
following rc'soJiition : — 

ddiis (Jouncil recommends to the Governor in Council that the proj(‘(‘ts 
for tln^ acHiuisition of land in conin^ction with the partition of Myniensingli be 
postpc)ned fo!’ the j)ix^Hent and the sum of Us. (>,50,000 for that purpose be 
allotted to j^rovitb* funds for building a hostel for the Medical College, 
Caleu tt,a. 


llt‘ said : — 

In moving the resolution 1 have already submitted my vit;ws in connec- 
tion with i hci partition of Mymensingh. 

As the result of iny last year's resolution on the subject of a hostel for 
the Indian students of the Medical Uollegii, Calcutta, they have Ix^eii 
ac(*omnimlated in a building hired for the purpose at a great distance from 
the college which they are to attend several times during night and day. 
This temporary arrangement is not satisfactoi 3 ^ specially during the rainy 
season. The collegiate students of the Presidency College, Calcutta, viz., 
the students of the Hindu and Han^ Schools who have no hostels, will Ix' 
accommtHlated in the Hindu hostel, if it ever be vacated at all by the 
students of the Presidency College. The following note', by the Hon'ble 
Surgeon-General of the Government of Bengal, quoted from the Annual 
Report of the Medical Collt'ge, Calcutta, for the year 1916-17, which was 
forwafded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial (Medical) 
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lit'solutiinta. 
Sir Ileiirji Whcdrr. 


,‘^7r> 


Dopartnu'iit, dated the tiZth Auj^ust HUT, will surely eeuvinee Your Kxeeh 
lency’s Council of th<^ most urj*:ent iu‘t‘d for liosiils f(»r tlu' liuliaii students 
of Uie Medical (College : — 

'The question of hostel accomm<Klation fertile st,:ulent s has htMauue more 
pressing than ever. If we an‘ to he responsihle h>r the proieiUion of our 
studi'iits from all uiidi'Kirahle external iritlmui(‘es, \v»^ iniisi pio\ idt* iluun 
with ])ropt'r accommodation and also plact‘ tiiem under pi-oj>er suj>erv ision. 
4^1iis can only dom> if we havi* a colh\i^iale hosti^L I am auart' that tie* 
cxf)onditure involved in providing hostel aiu-ommodation for ii\e oi* six 
hundred students is a h(\avy one. At th(‘ same tlnu' tlie M»‘dieal 
College of (Calcutta will Ix^ a century ohl in a f(‘w years. It is a irreal j)lty 
that it should have such fundamental wants still unpro\'itled for, while 
similar institutions in other lh*ovin(*es ol reeiuit growth ari' so \vi‘ll furmslieti 
with all their muxls.’ 

May T ask Your Excellency whal< has hecm done m t his eonneelion ? 

Witli I ht'se nunarks I lx‘g to move' t in* resolut ion for t in- eonsi<h'ral ion of 
Your Exaadliuicy’s (Jouncil.” 


Th(^ llon’lde Sill Uenuy WhiKKUKii said : — 


“ Sir, last yi^ar the Hon’hh^ Memlx*r movinl t.lns same resolution, wliieli 
t.lum had ladVreiKUi only to tin* ])rovision of fuinls for t he aeijuisilion d laml 
for this sclmme. (hi the explanation of the (*ase hy in> llon’hh* frumd, 
Mr. l>e,at.son lh‘ll, tin* llon’hle Movi'r withdrew' the r«‘solurion ; yet, although 
the ])osilion is much what it was last, year, ex<*e]>l. in (»ne respect, as 1 will 
(‘Xplain in a mom(*nt, he now^ desints not only the aeqmsitio.i i>l land hut ah>o 
the huilding of t he hosttd. Tin' ri‘asons, wdiicli were giv<‘n him Iasi year and 
which stood in tlie vvay of his r('<pn^st, w(‘i-t‘ that, alt.liougli tJovernment lully 
ri'cognised t.lu* desirability ol ])ro\Uvling a hosti*! lor medi<‘al stinh^nts, we had, 
in that, yt'ar, in reflation totin' Medii.-al ( %>lleg<', given preit‘rene(‘ l.o t.ln* eon- 
struction of S(‘rvants’ quarters, and we wx‘n* hoping to make tt'mj'orarv 
arrangmiuuil s for tin* Ijousing of studmits. It was also ('XplaimHl that, 
whereas th(*r(' was a possibility of cm’tain colh'ges eventually lu ing r(‘moved 
from Calcutta ami thereby nnnlc'ring vacant the buil lings uhieli they no.v 
occupied, there W(‘rc ailequate reasons lor liolding our liands belore (unhark- 
ing upon a fresh ambitious project. Tliis wall he an (‘Xpensivt' scheme, and 
the lirst estimatii of its cost amounted to no less t.han Ks. lakhs. It was 
cut dowm in 1909 to Ks. lakhs to make jirovision for some :Vi() st.mieuts. 

hut ('Ven at that it is obviously a big alfair. 


That being the situation last yixir it is soim*what similar now ; we ai ' 
still constructing t he servants’ fpiarters, and \v»' liave st ill this unsoK <• I 
problem of the possibh** removal of some ol the tudEges I rom Halcul ta t o 
the suburbs. Jhit in the mattm* of providing temporary aex'ommodat ion we 
have redeemed the jdodgi* of last yixar. i lie Principals report ol l.MH 
says that iij) to the. einl of last session stu lent-s, oilier i ban those living, oi 
supposed to he living, with ])arents or suitable guardians (iiiimheiinga »out 
700), wfire livdng in unattacinxl un'sscs, with tin* exception ol .i m i> sma 
number who ia;sided in two at^aclnHl messes. Practi<'ally, all t io-,e. I n m oi» , 
who were not living with pari*nt.s or guardians, were living in uii.itta^ i<*< 
messes. We now. however, have 10 attached niesses te a(x*oninio(late 
students. Th(*re has, therefore, Ix'en a very marked improvmncnt m t he 
condition of affairs since last y«uir. ft is trut* that we want to h.ive a io>x 
which will ac(n>mmodate about HOO students, hut lor :^00 or 100 students w.* 
are already adopting a cheaf) expedient which at any rate nu'cts the m e< 
of the moment, oven though we might i)refi;r itventually to Jjave an 
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Bat Mahendra Chandra Miira Bahadur. 

exponBivc liostcl. Therefore, Sir, for tiie time being*, looking at the general 
financial position, I do not think vve can afford to spend a large sum for a 
hostel, more especially if this would entail the postponement of the acqui- 
sition of th(^ land for the partition of Mymensingh. ’’ 

Tho Hon’bh^ Rai JVIahkndka Chandra Mitka Bahadi k said : — 

My Lord, I hav^e put l)efor(i the Council all the inconvenience felt by the 
Medical (Jollege studcmts. I have also listened to the reply given by the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wh(uder. 1 am persuaded to place my resolution before 
th(^ (x)un(;il and 1 trust that it will be accepted.” 

ddie ri^solution was then ]>ut and lost. 

Tdie (Jouncil was them adjourned till Friday, the LOth March, at 11 a.m., 
at floverniiKmt House, (Jalcutla. 

A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Hrcrrtarij to the Bengal Ijegidatrve i^ouncil and 
Secret a rg fo the (jlovt.oi Bengal^ Legislative Lej^f . { OJfg.). 

( ’ MJ’D'ri A ; 

The ihh Agril. I'.nS. 
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APPENDIX A. 

(Referred to In Answer to Question No. VII.) 

StateuK^nt rviidriVuKj thf' namrs of Aw/ /•/>/>/*./>/ ^Ifi'rrs nf tio' lonaf 

Depar'inirnt onplojfrii on inspection n'oci, and then' pt'oficidO jf ni tin' 

i^ernacnlor. 


NaiiM'B oi' oftictM'b i 
Hs liisporloiB uf Schools 


'riuMr cxpi iii iK’t' ui‘ Kiiiulai 
work, oi lh(‘ woikio^ of Hch<M»l.N 
ill Europe nr previous 

(o eiiiployiuent J iispt‘et< a s 
of Selionlh. 


'I’le-il hi.eth 

' ( »t SOI \ l( I III 

I lui I a pilot 
ilo oiMplox lll**lll 
1 iislM ( 1 OI s 

1 oi SeliooU 

I 


1 







M I' 


1 . The I lon’lilo !\1 1 . . f '• 

Wonlsvx orth, loimerlx 
Inspeelor of SehooK, 
rresidoney l>ivi >ion. 


2. Mr. T. (>. Ih I hum, 
Inspector of Scliool*', 
rresideriey 1 >in i";ion ftinl 
].rcvioUHly liuHlwaii I)i\i- 
filOIl. 


"'’It, Mr. IL E. Stai'leLou, 
Inspector of Scliools, 
l)acoii I iiviKion. 


Jhiu^iit in seliool'' in I’iU^lainl ! 
from OclolM r 1 1>()3 lo Julx | 

1 '.H)4 niiil from S<*pt<‘iiil*ei , 
IDOf) to Deemuhor l'.h)7 
Held charge of th<‘ post oi 
Inspector ol f^tiro| <*an Selioid->. 
Bengal, from ‘2n«l .laeuaiy (o 
4th K»d»riiai>, 1912. ‘ j 

d’anght in a school in England j 
from .January I hOh to Oelohei 1 
liKiH was atlai’heil to tlm i 
otlice of th(‘ Inspi'ctor ol ! 
Schools, 13ac<‘a Division, foi 
the iuiipose of tranim^ from j 
7(h Decern her 1908 to hth j 
Apiil 1909. I 

OUl'. l‘MUeipal, Calcutta Madras- { 
sa, from 22 nd .Jum‘ 190.4 to , 
2 1 st Oclohfir 1 9d.d. i 


7 9 22 


7 ‘i 29 


4. Mr. E. C d’urtier, for- 
iiu-rly luHpoetoi of 
Sidioois, Dacca Division. 


5 Mr. .J. W. Cuiiii. 

foiiiieily Inspector ot 
Schools, Uajshahi Divi- 
sion, Dacca Division and 
Cdiiltagong Division. 


0. Mr. M. V. WeW, 
OtVnualmg Insjiiatoi of 
Schools, L'hittagorig 

Division and formerly 
of IVcHidericy Division, 

7. Mr. W. E. arillilh Oth- 

<iatmg Tuspeetoi ol 
Schools, Burdwan Dl^i- 
sion. 

H. Mr. a. 1). (VMaej.ur, 
Inspector of European 
Schools. 

9. Mr. A. fiercer, Otlicial 
ing Inspector of European 
Schools. 


Was for .4 years Piof<‘ssoi of , 
Mathematics, d’< \Ntikuia j 

Ma<lra''sa, ( 'airo. Held cliaig* ! 
of tlie (iuties of the Hoad j 
Master of the Dacmi School j 
of Engine«Ting in addition to j 
his own duties as I’rofessoi, j 
Dacca t'ollejjc, from 23i<l ; 
Novemher 1907 to 2.hth Apiil | 
1908. I 

Taught in H<di<»ols m England I 
from Sefitmnher 1 hO.d to .\|>id| 

1 904, and again from Septem- 1 
her 190.O to July 1908, and , 
fiom Septemher 1908 to D*- 
cemher 1910 ; also in Svv it/,« i 
lan<l fiom SeplemlHi l9ilMo, 
July 1905. 1 

Trained for one vo.n in l.ng j 
land at tie- rnivrsilv of , 
Manehe.<ler and at the Eoodon j 
I)a\ Training College .ind at j 
till* rniv(‘rsit> ('<d:<*;je ; 

London. ' 

Taught at seleads m En-hmd | 
from J 897 to 1 90t». i 


Taught in si-hools in Enclan^l ; 
from Seiitemhc! 1902 to Julv i 
I90h and from Scptciid*er 
I 910 to Si-pteiiih r 1 91.4. 


112 2 


2 f. ‘• 


n 10 M 


9 10 

9 8 


\\ Ik 1 111 I I (k \ ai ' |iMi I d 
I a 1 lie K I e V n i \ - -i 1 1 ai ii 1 .ii 
oil III I li 1 I'l < III .1 1 I ci 
1 hen ••inplii N iii< nl .in, 

I le p. I t‘..i^ ol 

Si liool-, 


I 


rasst'd I In- dep ii t ne-ntal 
e \ aiu 1 0 . 1 1 io II III t ic v el na 

eii lat ht Inti »-iiipli 'V nn-ii t as 
In-pccfoi ol Seh<M-h 


Has not pa^'Sed tin depait- 
iiicol ai e\,i:nination in the 
\ ero.-e iilai . 


ras',e<l I he til p u t nicut id 
e \ am I II a 1 1 o o ill tie- \ er na 
< 111 , II III tci appoint iiieiil as 
I II .pe< t"i ol School-, 
lias not pa-sed Ua- liepart 
lie id id cNaininal mn in t he 
\ I I me idai 


! 

I 

I 


l‘a-.Hcd tie dcp.ii 1 iie-nt id ova 
mmat i-m in lie' mie iilai 
;il|.'i appei ntiie-nt as In^ 

I I Ml ol S( IiOmIs 


i».i,Md lie d'-pai t nieiit id 

« \,ini 1 mile m in tie v * i na 
( ul.M h- lore appMjnlinent a < 
! n-jM < toi ol Schooh,. 


Dm . ditto. 


Ha not pimsed the depart 
incnial examimiLi'm m tlic 
\ • rn.icul.il . 

Ditto ditto. 


. 1 .v.iu fifflrnr lu now b ni uw^nsi of ' 

• Information an to experience ,n *choolH u. Kurope uoI avu.laak- ami cannot n >t- >•«< 
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(Referred to In Answer to Question No. XIV.) 

No. *i4S Edn., dotted Calcutta, the 18th February, 1918. 

Memo . — Fy the Vnder-Secretary to the Govt, of Bengal, Geueml 
FopartmoTjt. 

Copy of the following forwarded to the Director of Public instruction, 
iicng’n], for Information. 


No. :ii2 Kdn., dato<l Calcutta, the 18th February, 1918. 

Froni — TI jo Secn^tary to tlie Government of Bengal, General l>ej)art- 
ment, 

Tf) — The (dorniniHsioner of th(' Chittagong Division. 

I am (lirect(Hl to refer to the correspondence resting with your Jettm* 
No. hlhC., dat(‘d ilie 15th Oetolxo*, 1917, with which you forwa7*d a pt^titiofi 
from th(‘ St^cnd.ary to the Hindu Fndowment Committee, Chittagong. Tlj(‘ 
Cominitt(M^ prays (1) tliat ord(n*s should issue proliibiting any Muhammadan 
gathering lor any purpose' on what is known as the brickfield land at Silakund 
and that, tln^ land sliould not be uh(h 1 as a play-grourid for tlie. boys of tlio 
High School and l.ln^ Madrassa, and (2) that tlio school and tliti Madrassa 
should bo rcunoved from Sitakiind. 

2. In rei)ly, I am to say that Gf)vernment dc'clini' toentmdain tlu'se 
j)roposals. Tiny considcu- that the qiK^stion wheth(‘r the bjuCkfi(‘ld land 
should be uh(m 1 by the Muhammadans for ndigious gat lnu ings and by t li<‘ 
school boys for a pla^^-ground is a matter for tln^ local ofiic^tn s to d(u.*ide. 
Covernnumt also s(h' no laason to diffiu* from tln^ con(*Iusion ai‘riv(Ml at by you 
and the Director of Public Instruction in regard to the sele('t.ion of a sjt.e for 
th(^ Sitakund lligli English School, and will theiefort' await your proposals 
for the construction of th(‘ school on tlu^ dak luingalow site. 


APPENDIX C. 

(Referred to in Answer to Question No. XV.) 

NtaUnnvnt shoioing the 7iumher oj ((j)potfit utents in the Jxidicial Branch of 
the JWovincial Civil Service, Executive Branch of the B rovincial Civil 
Service and Subordinate (Jivd Service given to inhabitants of the district 
of Myniensingh durixnj the years 1908 — 1917 . 

Judicial Branch of the Provincial Civil Service. 


(MIS 

1908 




N umber of 
appomtmeittB 

Nil. 

1909 




J 

I9J0 




2 

1911 




1 

1912 




Nil. 

1915 




Nil 

1914 




2 

1915 




1 

19 lb 




Nil. 

1917 




Nil. 



Executive Branch of the Provincial ClvU Service. 


Yrarn 

ISumliel o( 


a\'\H'iHvlueuVH 


Nil. 

1911 

») 

1912—1917 

Nil. 


Subordinate Civil Service. 

Y earn 

Ninnlr , 
a 1‘1" •in' 111' 

190H 

Nil. 

1909 

1 

1910-11 

K il 

1912 

\ 

i9i;i 

1 

1 

1914 

1915 — 1917 

N i! 


APPENDIX D. 


(Referred to In Answer to Question No. XVII.) 

Siaiement sJunrhuj the proi/ress of ducoti.u 

madans in the Docea Division durin;! J9r2-io to > . 


Ykau. 


S912-13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- lG 
1910-17 


Number of 
p.raliimm 
pupils uikUt 
niHtruction. 

28,505 

29,112 

29,010 

30,094 

I 32,0 r, 3 


[\‘i ciMiLflge 
iiKiri'UKU 

com pared 

NN it.l» l»ri-viouK 
} <‘1U . 

N umbel ol j 
llinilu 1 

iioii Ui abuiaii 1 
pupils uialcr 
iiiHLiiiclioii. 1 

IN-ici'iitaj*' 
of iMcrca''t 
compai eil 
\\ Il ll preVUiUK 
\ eat . 

1 NlinilaM ot 
|Miib.untiiinlun 

1 pupils uio!' 1 

' MinII IK t KMl. 

OrKUntunr 

ut UK 1 eic^e 
roinpant! 

\s it ll pi e\ K)U 
\rm. 

i i 

1 

103,040 

j 

229.972 

i 

2-12 i 

ir,9,H30 

1 4 10 

230,259 

1 2 73 

1 1-71 

j 170,935 

i 04 

257,755 

909 

3-00 

1 73 3H9 

1 43 

2<‘,9,2;’>l 

4 15 

1 

i 0 3H 

! IH 1.203 

4 50 

2H3 5.i;', 

1 

5 :ii 


appendix e. 

(Roforred to In Answer to Question No. XXII.) 


Statement showing the expenditure incurred hg 
and Rajshahi Divisions during 1917 on 
kfials. 


District ! It titl'd s 

the, inijirovnucnt 


ni the Diircii 
of ri tiers and 


Name of Dmlnci Ilo.iol 


A M<u N’ r si'U'''T "V 1 II r. 
1 MIMIOVKMI N'l 

J{s. 


Dacca 

Faridimr 

Bakarganj 

Rajshahi 


•JOO 

.‘hh.’i'.i 

971 
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APPENDIX F. 

(Referred to In Anewer to Question No. XXIII.) 

SdtoiiCiil showitKf ihc total number of rent suits insfi/ufed in ike courts of the 
different districts of the Dacca Division for I9l3 — 1916. 



vm. 

vn\ 



Dacca 

9,465 

7,862 

9,372 

11,958 

Myrnc^nBiimk ... 

... 19,239 

18,05G 

20,263 

27,682 

Fari<lj)iir 

15,784 

16,760 

20,33<S 

25,386 

Bakar^'anj 

.32,982 

30,725 

32,57cS 

31,199 


APPENDIX Q. 

(Referred to In Answer to Question No. XXXI.) 

No. 4705, (lat,(Ml Dacca, the oOtli No\ t inbor, 1917. 

F]oni — S. (tt. JIakt, Esq., i.c.s., ( '!()ll(‘ct.()r of Dac(.‘a, 

4\) — Th(‘ (Joiiniiissioncr of llic Dacca Division, Dacca. 

W'j rii r(‘fcr(‘n(U‘ to your iiKMiioranduni No. 3771, (lat(‘d tlic t39t4i Aiyi^nst, 
1!H 7, l•(^ga^dln^ t4i(‘ sanitary con iitioii of the Maniki^anj subdivision, 1 liavc 
i\u^ honour to i*cpoi4. as follows • — 

3). }\'atcr-'St(pph/. — Jn addition to tliosc sunk hy rh(‘ Local IJoai’d tin* 

six iK'wly created Union ('oiiiinittees liave j)rovid(><l 13 wells during the year 


D9J0, viz : — 

Maiiikgunj ... ... ... ... G 

Bairn ... ... ... ... 3 

•Saturia ... ... ... ... 1 

Balia ... ... ... ... 1 

Baiikhuri ... ... ... ... 1 

(^iarpara ... ... ... ... 1 

13 


4. Quinine distribution . — A permanent advance of 304 packets <4 
(piiniiK^ li-eatnumt was ^iven to 142 Paiichayets in 191.5 and from th(^ date of 
ri'cei])t of ordiu's making the Suh-Treasniy a centie for the distribution of 
(juiniiH' 773 box(\s of rrc^.atinents vveni issued to vendors in 1915 and 581 box(‘s 
in 191b. In the- current yi^ar up to date 421 boxi^s have been issued. 
The decline in issue is attiabuiable to tlu^ comparative immunity from 
malaria which tlic' subdivision (nijoyinl during the past two years. 

Tluua^ are at present 206 vendors of quinine, viz., 134 Panchayt'ts. 
67 Post Mastiu’s and 5 outsiders, besides the three Sanitary Inspectors, oik* 
of whos(^ duties is the sale of quiniiu'. 

lu‘quisitions from vendors for quinine treatments not accompanied by 
cash ar(' supplied by V.-P. P. A clerk of the Subdivisional office has be('n 
(‘iitriisted with the work. He keeps a fierinarient stock of 40 boxes of 
treatments wliich is recouped every Treasury day. Requisitions received 
before noon are supplied on the same day. The clerk gets an allowance of 
Ivs. 10 and the diiftri Us. 2 a month from the District lioard. 
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5. Disjwiisaries. — The Ilariraiiipur disj>nnsary,4»iiilt on the now ai)pro\ - 
ed typo-plan, has bocni o])onod with <dVo(*t from 1st Auirust 1917, and bids 
fair to bo one of the most popular dispensaries in tln‘ subdivision. 

Sivalaija, — The sit(> has been raist^d aiul ooni raci Lrivtm out for I ho 
eonstriiction of the dispensary durino“tlu' eurront finanoial yt ar. 

Kalla . — The Tilli disptuisary is in a bad way and it Is donblful whotlun* 
it will not be advisabh^ to close the disptuisary and to roiain onlv a doolor 
drawn n^]f a fixed pay frotn t h(‘ lhnr<i wdth full lilun ty roj-ard iiiL^ pri v.il o ])rai‘lioo. 
No real interest, is taken in th(‘ <lisjH‘nsarv by tin* | (‘opb^ at 'Tdll and 
at Kalia, which is not far awnay — no blotter rt*sults can btM*x |)»H‘t,od. Failmir 
find any place whon^ int(dliffent lo(‘al interest wu'll bo takmi in a dispi usary it 
will perhaps be thought better to hav(‘ no dispensary at all. 

Baldh ira . — A plan for (extension a id iinprovonioiit of the disj>(‘iisar\ has 
Ix^eii submitted and completK^n and impr )v<‘m(‘nl of t ho d isp n sa ry has bot ii 
submitted and comph'tion of th(‘. laml acNpiisitiou procaanlin^s is awaited. 

Th(^ Bisnu])ur thana has not bo(m samudonod yet. and t hoia' is no immod lat . > 
prospxd. of any dispmisary Ixun^ built. thor(‘ or at Sin^air. 

6. Malaria dortorf^. — No information is availabh' Inn-o alMuit their d('pii- 
taiion Information may be obtaiiicMl from the Sanitary ( k un missionor, 
r>( vi^a]. 

7. A cholera doctor waas (h'putod in tin* month of Itocaunb.'r but 

th(‘ small local outlna^ak of t.ln^ disiaisi* subsidod (jui(d<ly and lln' doctor 
ndurned aftin* a stay of only about a W(‘(‘k in t he subdivision. 

S. Sanifation jjarfirs . — Two parties, (x'udi eonsisti nj.^- of an lnsj)e(‘t.or on 
lls, .‘U), wdtli j^ony allow'an a‘ of Ivs. 10 and 2 e<K>lies on IN Id por monlii, 
were (‘in])loytHl in Ilarirampur and t diiar thanas from 1 si, NoxifiiImo l!)ld 
to rilst. May 1910. ddnw cleared jungle from public pla<‘es and indueet) 
the villa^‘(‘rs to clear llieir lands of jungle and noxious \'eu»‘l at i* >n, dism- 
fe.ettal all })iildic Widls and tanks, dist ributed ijuinine ami (jiiinino almanae.s. 
and wIku) a small out, break of (dioler.i t.ook })lace in lleeiiiibei 19Id, 
(1 istri bnt(‘d cholera pills. Th(^ n'sults a|>])earin^' satisfaetor\ tin' system 
was (‘\t(‘nded and thiau' similai* part.ios wana' employed on the same duties 
from No\n‘mbt‘r 1910 t,o May 1917. ddiey w' ill !..• ;u pain enii)lo\ed from t In- 
1st l)ec(nnber 1917 till the (uul of May m^xt. 

9. ddn* Imalth of th(‘ subdivision has been b(‘tl('r diiian^ the past, t.wo 
yi^ars as the subjoined fi^ur<*s will indicate and as the Ibxxls weie hi^h in 
l)otli ycairs it. is difficult, l.o speculate as to the extent to wlneh thm hoallliiness 
wais dm^ t.o tln^ precautionary measar‘\s above desei’ibed. 

The fl(K)ds hava‘, .however, btani low' this y<ar and tin* lieall hiness oi 
otlnu’wise of the lu^xt, autumn and wniiter months wall atford a fail tost ol tin- 
efficacy of the rnciasures und(*rtak<‘n. 

ddic total number of jiatitnifs tn^ated in tlie dispensaries of the sub- 
division in each of the y(uirs ; — 



i.n > 

IMlf,. 


i'>j(, 

Baldhara 

N17a 

6,500 


5,029 

Baliati 

G,27I 

5,819 


‘i,9:i.; 

Baukhuri 

.V>7;> 

5,100 


4,475 

Mahadevpur 

cjr>a 

8,085 


0,001 

Maluchi 

10,877 

1 4,505 


12,001 

Manikganj 

8,977 

8,797 


0,748 

Tilli 

9,:ur> 

8,579 


5,25;; 

Total 

... 61, .345 

57,505 

• 

45,040 
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TIh* of inflaria patients treated in the dispenBariea of the 

8U lx] i vision in each of the yc^ars : — 



nu 1 

11116 

1910. 

Bald liar a 

2,250 

1,374 

710 

]{.iiiati 

2,154 

1.943 

821 

Baiikliuri 

2,157 

1,477 

611 

Mahadevpur 


2,S07 

2,803 

Maliichi 

9,645 

5,(K)4 

• 1.140 

Maiiik^'an j 

3,413 

2,273 

982 

Tilli 

4,139 

2,115 

•• 

d’oLal 

... 26,773 

16,993 

7,067 


Siniilai* i(>stimony as to the healthiness of the past two yi^ars will he 
lound in the si.atisti(*s of hii*l,hs and deatlrs for th(‘ pijriod from 11)03 t(3 1916. 


APPENDIX H. 

(Referred to in Answer to Question No. XXXII.) 

St<( tfnii’nl a list of AfuNsifs hi pnmianent and learv racaucips and 

of temporarif additional Mtinsifs. 




l>ulo of 

IN'riod of 

Auo Oil 

tlic 

No. 

Namk and Dkoukk. 

joining lir.st 
(iiizottod 

Horvit e ill 
tirnt 

Int .Jtimiury 

1 1 H. 



appointiinint. 

appoiiitineiit . 






M. J). 

V. 

M. 







1 

Saleh idananda (lupta, H.B. 

11 Ml Au^^ ... 

1 15 

33 

0 


Maniialra Nath lilianja, n.L. 

i>8Mi „ ... 

0 18 

32 

11 



1914. 




3 

Siiresh (0iandi*a Sen, No. 11, 

2n(l Feb. ... 

2 7 

32 

11 


M.A., li.L. 





1 

Ainulya Cliaraii Chakrabatti, 

B.li. ^ 

Surendra Nath Sen, No. 11, 

25 th „ 

: 1 1> 

: 1 

3.3 

0 

5 

25tli 

1 11^ 
1 4 ! 

32 

10 


M.A., B.L. 


1 



(; * 

Sujxmdra Chandra Jlasu. B.L. 

9th Mur. ... 

0 25 

32 

9 

7 1 

Dvvarka Nath De, M.A.. n.L. 

9th „ ... 1 

2 15 

32 

10 

8 

Banku Beliari Chatterji, H.L. 

IStli ,, 

5 10 

32 

7 

9 

Dliirendra Natli Gulia, M.A., 

23ixl 

0 22 ; 

32 

8 


B.L. 


1 



10 

Tej Chandra Mukharji, B.L. 
Satish Chandra Banarji, B.L. 

20th Apl. ... 

0 21 1 

32 

6 

11 1 

20th „ ... 

3 18 

32 

7 

12 

Sitesh Chandra Sen, M.A., B.L. 

26 th „ ... 

0 11 

32 

6 


T 



191S.] 




Name ani' i 


13 I U})en(tni Chandra Mazuuidar, 
I H.n. 

14 I Priya Nath Jlasn, inl.. 

]a ! l)\vi jeiidra Nath Pal, M.A.. U.L. 


](; Biinan Biliai-i Satkai\ M.A., 
li.L. 

17 Jyoti Prasiid BaiH iji, H. L. ... 
is Mahiiua Panjan iMitra, it.n 

11) A till Cliandra i{a\', n.L. 

IJO Shyain Lai Basil, inn, 

IJl I SliaiU'sh CMiandra Baiun ji. 

‘ n.h. 

I (lyanendra Nath (ihosii, n L. 
1^3 Maninatha Kumar Jhiy, b.l 
iHanti Priya Basil, Ba la-isl rr- 
I at-Luw. 

JittMidi’a Kumar Biswas, h.l. 

1 Hiihodb CMiaiaira Sarkar. n.L 
1 Amulya Kumar (in ha. n.i.. 

"JS ! Kajaiii Kanta (Miaiidhuri. 
M.A., R.L, 

:^1) lliraii Chandra Miti*a. H.L. 

:;i) Chant Chandra Basu. M.A . 
J^.L. 

.‘)1 Praia]) Chaiidi’a Stm (lupla. 
M.A., H.L. 

.‘iij .lo^osli Cliandra Oiiatarji, ILL. 
33) Jagat Nath Basu J^iv, M..\., 
H.L. 

3)1 Binay Bliusan Siui. H.I.. 

37) i Muliaminad Ahul Ashan, 
M.A., H.L. 


3L Knslial) Chandra Sun. M.A.. 

H.L. 

37 Binay Krishna Sun, H.L 

3S Basanta Bihari iMuIvliarji. 

M.A., H.L. 

39 Bijaii Lai Miikharji. H.I.. 

hj Blui])CMKlra Nath Mukliarji. 

B.L. 

11 Asliutosh Mitra, M.A., ILL. ... 

i- Aditya Cliandra Dutta, M.A., 

ILL. 


13 i Jogiiidra Kumar De, M.A., H.L. 

Narayan Cliandra liasii. ill. 
13 I (laneiidra Kanta Nag. M.A.. 
ILL. 

1^> i Probodh Cliandra Gliosh, 

I M.A.. B.L. 

^7 Jiteiidni Nath Chatarji, M.A., 
I B.L. 

l''^ i Jyotish Chandra Gupta, B.L. 

i 


lU»r ot 
jomin.: lir^t 

Ml 

in 

til 

appoininn ni. 

.Vtrn on t lio 

1 -t J.innai \ 

r.i n 

1!)U. 

.M. 0 

Y . M . 

301 h Ai>l. 

0 19 

3> 3 ) 

ht h I\Ia V 
:_Mlli .lulV ... 

() IS 

0 13 

33 3, 

3>3 0 

19i:). 



llhli .laii ... 

31 

3»1 11 

mil 

L^th Fuh. ... 
Mh Mar. ... 

iLhi.l 

dlh Apt. ... 

3 is 

7 0 

0 37) 

V ) 111 

0 is 

33 0 

:;i lo 
3d 9 
3.1 1 

3)1 7 

Hdi 

ISih May 
"Joih 

0 13) 

1 30 

1 0 

3 1 (I 
31 3 

31 h 

l^‘’)r(l 

iMlh 

1 1 h .1 11 m* ... 
mil .. 

1 19 

3 7 

0 31 

1 lo 

31 1, 

31 1. 

3)1 u 
31 7 

mil 

7)1 h .i u ly ... 

(1 17) 

0 31 

3>l 3 

:;i 1 

17di Aim. ... 

1 30 

3) 1 1 

:jO( h 

'JMli 

1 17 
( 1 s 

:d 0 
3d 1 

3)1(1 Sept. ... 
3id l)i*(' 

0 17) 

0 31 

31 "> 

3 • I 1 

1313 



3u(l .la i: . 

n 33 

3,1 1 ! 1 

.‘ird 

iM^l K<*1.. 

1 17) 

3 17) 

31 3 
3" 10 

lL“>i li A pi. 

1 1 1 

1 30 

0 33 

3,1 1 7 

.30 3 

-J.Mh 

t h 

0 31 

1 0 

.31 0 
:;n 3 

1917. 



13th Apl. ... 

1 St .1 u m* . 
9th 

0 17) 

3 1.7 

0 19 

3S lo 
3s l‘> 
3s 9 

.luly ... 

0 37 

3s 9 

3rd 

1 13 

:>s s 

loth . 

0 r.i 

2s s 
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APPENDIX K. 

(Referred to in Anewer to Queetlon No. XXXV). 


Statement showing list of hired buildings in the occupation of the Calcutta Vaiif, 

Deport inctit in 1918. 


No. ol 
pi ciniHes. 

L(KAi.n^ 

How oec n})ied. 

i 

1 Monthly 

I rent. 

; Occupier's 
i sliaie ot 
' iminicipal t.ix 

1 per (jUiiiier. 




; Ks. 

' Ks A. I 

ft 

Sliampooker Street 

i Sbainpouker police section 

2f)0 

52 111 ; 

45-2 

liaia liaj BalJav Street 

i Quarters of a<lditional officer, Shampooker 

50 




police section. 



ir> 

Sliainj>Ov)ker Street 

1 Ditto ditto 

40 


01 

[ Soval)azar Street 

1 Ditto ditto 

290 

69 12 

2 

ProHaniio Kumar Tagore Sti^ et (portioii) 

' tlorabngan jiatrol outpost 

1 90 


2 

Ditto ditto 

' Quartets of additional officer, Jorabagan section 

35 


151 

CoriiwalliH Street 

Buitolla section 

200 

52 in , 

14H 

Narkaldaiiga Main Itond 

(.Quarter!' for junior (dlicei, Burtolla 

3o 


7 

SaiiiMiii Natli Malliek Lane 

Burrabazai section 

1 ,250 


20 

Muktaram Balm Street 

Jorasanko 

500 

. . . 

12 cS: K-1 

ilaririliari 1st Lane 

,, outpost ... 

425 

in 14 n 

1G5 

MuiiiektolJa Street 

,, North outpost 

160 


ICO 

Ditto 

iJitto 

60 


n:i 

Upi er Careular Koad 

SuKca Sfeet outpost and office of tlie 

1-5 

52 in 



Deputy CominiHsioner, Nortli l>iBtrict. 



ftA 

Shilmarain Das Lane 

Siikea Street seel ion 

500 


121 

U[>per Cireiilar Koad 

Additional Constuf»les of Sukea Street section 

30 

5 n n 

24 

Waterloo Street 

Waterloii Street outpost 

45o 

98 1 1 t. 

55 to 58 

Ezra Street 

Ditto 

l,0t)0 

26.3 1 n 

32 

Bow Bazar Street 

Bow Bazar section 

ftoo 

171 1 1' 

34 

Kapalitolla Lane 

,, outpost ... 

200 


7 

Chandijev Clioke 1 st Lnn(‘ ... 

Cbandney outpost 

45 


JGO 

Bow Bazar Street 

Mooebipara police section 

325 

hb h 

107 

Ditto 

Additional oflice, Mooebipara police section ... 

50 


114 

Lower Circular Road 

Jbidilopukur outj'Ost 

350 

7ft J5 n 

13 

Taltolla Bazar Street 

Taltolla patrol out])ost 

250 

i 

5 

Kyd Street 

' Park Street police section 

150 

1 

4 

Ditto ... ... ... i 

Ditto ditto 

600 


57 

Elliot Koad 

Outpost, Park Street police section 

! 3 )0 

7ft 15 t. 

12 

Ilun^erford Stieet ... .. i 

South outjioHt, Park Street polii-e section 

j 400 

1 105 4 9 

5 

I!i)acl 

Hastings section 

100 

2(; 5 3 

4 

Ditto ... ••• ... I 

Additional men of Hastings section 

1 100 

1 

25 

Koyd Street ... ... ... 

Detective Department. Headquarters 

700 

lft4 4 3 

C-4 A' 
C-4 - 1 

Kantapooker Lane ... ... | 

Additional officers. Detective Department 

j 80 

1 21 1 0 

C*-2 

Ditto 

Ditto ditto 

' 70 

9 3 6 

20 

Molian Bag. in Ko.'ul ... ... , 

Quarteih of Inspector, Detect ivt* Department... 

65 

1 

1 

109 

liipoii Street 

Ditto ditto 

50 


51 

Taltolla Lane ... 

Ditto <litto 

50 


22 

SliaiMpooker Street 

Quarters of Sub-Inspector, Detective Depart- 

35 ! 




ment. 



21-9 1 

JauiiagoH* Koad 

Ditto ditto 

35 J 



Carpar itoad ... ... ... 

Quarters of one Sub- 1 rispcctoi 

35 


i - i A 1 

Teiipiuu La lie 

Ditto ditto 

35 


14 , 

Elysium Row 

Office of Special Brandi 

400 

]()6 9 9 

T'l 

Lanstlow ne Roial 

Quarters of Assistant Commissionei ... [ 

160 , 

... 

13 

Nepal Bliatt aeliar jee’s Lane 

‘Quarters of Head-Constable ... ... | 

25 


5-2 i 

Ka] Narain Bi^vwas Lane ... ... , 

Ditto ditto ... ... ! 

25 


7 i 

BrindaOan MullieU Lane ... ... 1 

I>itto ditto 

25 


52-1 ! 

Baranasi Gliosh Streit ... ... j 

Ditto ditto 

25 


265 J 

Bow bazar Stieet (portion) ... ... j 

Ditto ditto ... ... 1 

25 


53 A' 54 

Portion of rooi.i of 53 and 54, Colootolla i 

Morgue waiting-room 

20 



Street. i 

1 



100 ' 

Grey >>treet 

Quarters of Couit Inspecturs. Piesidency Court 

115 

23 11 " 

73 ! 

Itlusjidban Street 

Quarters of Court Suit-Inspector 

30 i 


157-2-1 1 

Dppei Circular Koad 

Quarteis of Cliief Court Inspectoi ... i 

55 1 


2ft ! 

McLeod Street ... , 

1 

European Ckturt Inspector, Presidency Court ... | 

100 ! 
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No. of 
|)remifc'e 8 . 


LocAi.n ^ . 


Ilou 




48 

Bead on Bow 

tiG 

Maynpore Load 

20'1 

Ghosh Lane 

5-2 

Wellesley Street 

1 

Saiidell Street 

13 

Wellesley Street 

87-1 

Lower Cliitpore Buad 

88-8 

Ditto 

6 

Molian Bagan Bow 

18 

Lai Bazar 

43 

Chuttawalla Gully 

3 

South Boad En tally 

75 

Diamond Harbour lioad 

58 

Barrack pore Trunk Jioad 

7 

Alii»ore Ijane 

15 

Caiiiac Street 

14 

Khplanade Mansions 

88 

Duris Mookberjee Boad 

1 

Wellesley Blace 

13 

Free Seljool Street suite ol rooms) 

20-2 

Fdliot Boad 

3 ;- 

Baker Boad 

81 

Lower Circular Boad 

54 

Dobson Boad 

G 7 

Elliot Boad 

8 G 

CoHsipoie Boad ... 

18 

Ditto 

4 8 A 1 Ldtadaiiga Main Koad 

IGA 

Mooraripookur B(»ad 

142 

Narikeldanga Main Road 

C) 

Ditto 

4 5 j 

SoHthitolla Bond 

<’.5 

Chnstopber Bond 

30 

Middle Boad 

1-5 1 

Gorac’band Boad 

17 : 

Store Boad 

1 4 1 ) , ! 

Ilarihli Mookberjee Boad 

1 48 I 

i 5 ) 1 


55 I 

Blissh Koad Soutli 

48 

Ditto 

2 

Moniirifioie Boad 

5 

Alijiore Boad 

1 

Chi ngrigbatta Lane 


Bussa Koad South 


l-llpU 


24 

•JH 

1-1 

4 :^ 

14 

U 

k> 

23 
33 4 
‘*'2 
85 
47 


' Moiiiiiipun* KujkJ 
Choulputt> lioad 
Onri F<iuiK]ry Itoad 
j Cliajiderkooiiier Ko.y Lane 
I Cliullawallu (julJy 
: Haiv* Street 

: Moti Lall Lane 

Grey Street 
1 Shaiiipooker Street 
Sukea Street 

Bhowanieharan Diitt LaiiO 
I Lower Circular Hoad 
I obson Rotid 

Saltgolah Lane 
Ditto 

Bunainuli Sircar Street 
Dedar Bux Lane 


Court Suit Inepeeti'i, I*itMdt'iu \ C'ouit 
Ditti. 

Court Sub-Inspector, Alipoie Com t 
Court Insjtecloi, Sealdab Comt 
Ctuirt Sul.- 1 imj,(‘Ctor, duveuile Court 
Iie^peetor, Hi^liCouit (iuattl 
Iiispeettu* Kabuli Cuard 


MoTitbl\ 

1 eiii. 


3.5 

4 o 

3.5 

r»( ) 

t.o 


tU'eupier's 
"hare of 
niuiiieipal tnx 
pt r ( juarter. 

lus. V. r. 


Bole 

Euiopean ln"pe( tor, D<‘leetive 1 )epart iiieiil . 
llowiali Special Trailie l‘ob<< 1 1 ead<juart ers 
‘ Kuropt an luspeetoi. Aiiuh Act 
CoK'ipore l*obc< , Di'tec ti\ < I K purt ne iit 
I Ground rent ol Clutf><>re pohet Hcclioii 

I 

i AdtbtiJiial Constalde (d I Itadanj^a beclion 
I Ad'litional bOnstaltb s ol MaiiKktolla Hictnui 
' Ditto (tf l>elliajj,liat ta Hcetion 

, B«_ iJi.iyliat ta hcetiOTi 

I Sub-lnsp<-< t<'r. 1>« Iha^fiatta Kctlion 

I Additional Coiistal'les of Lntally Heclion 
j Ditto Sub- 1 nKj)ectoi , Lnt.ill^y "e(tiori 

1 Beiiiapooker he< tion 
lial I \ e uiiijri* sw-et |ou 
I Bhow .iuipiue section 


' Toll \ L:un^<‘ St ctioh - . 

; Adthtional Coii'-tab'en <d rollyi^un;: 

, Lkbalj) we section 

Additional C'onstabb-s ot Alip<w< -*'Clioii 

I 35 -ni:i a outfto^t 

' A 1 ( wioi lorpooker <iut}>o'>t 

i Adiiillonal Const.ibb-ol Td b.dpoR -eau 
(Louiel If, it ol Cliiii;. ' iphatta outpoht 
Sint 111 outpo-,t 

' C'oMvIpoie liivil jMtiol ontftO"! ... 

' Bai r.u ol Ilead-C<wi.bt.ibb‘v and Ciin-tah 
Wall rloo set tion 

A<iditioiial (dli'jei . \\ aterloo "• < lion 
; (^tuart-is for one jle.id-Coia-tal.!" 

I l)itt(» ditto 

I Ai-"i"tant Coniini'-sioner .\<*itb ^obnitis 
I F<w Super\i"Oi, Moi^^m- 
■ lions' of I )et« lit ion ... 

‘ For S. recant i oi p.i^^« tiu'W tiatti- .it Laip 
' .'tiition 

^ Ditto ditto 

! Senior Sf yeunt for ib\ei Ti.dlii. FoJni 

j giiatlers for one Sub- J nspectoi ... 
Quartets for one lnH)»ectoi 


t ion ... 


: 1 lb 
225 
1 1.5 


2 t 11 


lliMd-Constables and C i 

uisltiblcH lor (•' 

iwitrol ot 

1 ' 


Kabulis. 





Luiiijiean Inspectors. 1 leaiKpiai ! ers Fo 

rce 

7i) 


1 Icad-t (wistableH and 

Coiistal'lc.s of 

lleii'l- 

H5(l 

251^ 3 

charters I'nri < 





I Mtt o 

ditto 


1 1 f. 

1 f a . p 

liisl»ectoi . Mulkbana ... 



Hhi 

! 

As-.ivtant t-'oiuiiiRsKMier 

, i*(W t I'oliee 


rj5 


Quait«rs el Dt‘piit\ 

Coilliniss lonei . 

Nortb , 

1 5n 


I >lst 1 ict 





CMiarterM ot DiputV Conimis-ionei , Detcctivi 

27(1 


1 >epai t ineiil. 

Qiiarteis of lUput\ 

Coinii. issioiKW 

Sontli 

4' h ) 


Disti let. 

<»Uuirters of D'put\ 

Co'nijnissioiiei . 

Head 

.32'! 


<|uarters 

AsHisiant CoiuinissioiM j 

. Sout ti Sti bur ‘ 


17(1 


Calcutt a Mou nt( d 15 iln i 

stablo ... 


1 82 

1 

I<'.5 K 

Iiispeetot, Motoi Cut Departin' nt 


5( 1 

pci \e.n 

Sub-I IR]>ectOi , Motoi C 

at Department 

... 

;5( I 


Eiii op'*an oiliccr nl the i 

3id Coinpanv o 

1 Ai im d 

lod 



1 5( 1 

4o 

ii 

H 

41' 

- 

7.h 

h5 

23. 

1 I 

!»( ) 

1 .5 

0 

21(» 

in. 

;; 

35 



1.5 



.3.5 
2(11 1 

l7 

r. 

.3b() 



.51)0 

1 IH 


75 ; 

I, 

( 1 

2(1 

150 

.'/I 

7 

so 1 

15 

12 

» 5 

t 

L 

4 

3 1 

7 

14 

s 

(’, 

7 

1 

1 , 

14 

I ) 1 

;i( .o 

15 ' 

2 ■ ) 

h 

2 >) 
i ; 

1 lo 



5(/ 



; HI 

< - 

* 

25 



50 
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No. of 

prciaiHCM. 


L h amt\ 


1 


Occupier’s 

II OSS occupied. I 

Monthly 

share of 

rent. 

municipal tax 
per quarter. 



Rh. 

1 Ks. A e. 


H 

4S-A 

4 

15-1> 

32 
2 

U 

33 
10 

2 1 
30 
3U 
lU-lA 
2 
23 
6-1 


N. Uay’n Lane 
(Jliaulputty Uoad 
Dixon Lunt! 

Suiiibliii Nath Handtt Street ... 
Held Nandaii Street 
Aiith'jny Ba)j,an Lant* 

Ne})a\ Hhattacharjee 2iui Lane 
SaHtitolla Koad 
Hlaquiere Sijuarc Lane 
Fakir Cliand Dasa Lane 
Hanaiuali Shear Lane 
Hnknl Hue an IhI Lane 
Uuni Mnliun Dntt Koad 
A|.ta Maliainniad INh'hdi Stre(‘t 
Ivanwaripara Road 
Traldai Tank lat Lane 


.511) 


Sainhhoo Nall. Pandit Street 


70 

3-1 

104 

7 

r> 

20 

10 

r> 

23 


IwiiHHa lioail, North 
Honapulviir Road 
Mid<ile Road, Entail^ 
Lo\s'('r Cldt}»ore Road 
H Lun<‘ 

PriiiHep Lane 
Sooterkin Lane 
Mi reditli Lata ... 

Roherl Street 
Cliandney Phoke 1st liUiu 


133C 

20 

7 

4 

83 


I ruintolla StrivL 
Kenderdine Lane 
Tottien Liuu- ( po! tioii) 
Lliandnoy Lhoke 2nd Lane ... 
Metcalfe Street 


13 
8 
6 

17 

14 
3 1 
3B 


Mauls I lindad Ah Lane 
MeiealL' Strt (0 
Creek Row 
Sootei kin Lane ... 
Temple Stroet ... 
Cooper I^ane 
Chovvringhei’ Court 


77-2 

21 

14D 

2 

13 

12 

56-2 

7-1 

1 

57 
57 
35 
1 1 


Dhurriiintolhi Street 
Lock Gate Road 
Temple Street 
Cooper Lane 
Free Siiimol Street 
Giiriaiuah’H Lane 
Hentinek Street ... 
SoiAi-rkin Lane 
Dacre Lane 
Dobson Road 
Rosa Road 
Creek Road 
Meredith Lane ... 


145 

8 

14.1 


Narikeldanga Main Road 
South Roa«l Entall.s 
Temple Street 


14 
14 
17-1 
13 
132 
31 
1-2 A 
5y-2 


Chapel Road (portion) 

Mar<iins Street ... 

Haitakhaim Road 

Hlockman Street 

Hokulbugan Road 

Bhuhan IVnunjet' Lane 

Raja Dinendru Narain Roy Street 

Dhurnimtolla Street 


... 

(>ne Sul>-luHp<"ctor'H qua^ler^ 

... 

35 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

35 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

35 , 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

35 1 


Eight hiKpeetors' and Sub-Inspector’ 

H quarters 

610 i 


For one Uead-ConHtnl)le 

... j 

25 1 


Ditto 


... 1 

25 

... 1 

Ditti) 


... 1 

25 

! 

D:tt<i 

... 

1 

... , 

25 1 

I)ltto 



25 

... ! Ditto 


... 

25 

... j Ditt'- 



25 

... j Ditto 



25 

... ' Ditto 


... , 

25 

... ' Ditto 


... 1 

25 

. . ! Ditto 



25 


Quarters ul Additi^mal oiHci'rs of 

Doteetis'c 

50 


Department. 




Ditto 

ditto 

... 

5o 

... , Ditto 

ditto 


35 j 

Ditto 

ditto 

... 

35 1 

Ditto 

ditto 


35 , 

... ! (^Miurters t)f M 

UTied Sergeant 


50 ! 

... ; Ditto 

ditto 

... 

50 1 


“Ditto 

ditto 


50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

5o 1 


I Mito 

(into 


40 


Ditto 

ditto 


50 

D'tto 

ditto 

... 

50 

... ; Ditto 

ditto 

... 

5') 1 

... ; Ditto 

ditto 

... 

5o j 

... ' Ditto 

ditto 

... 

50 

Ditto 

1 

ditto 

... 

45 

... 1 Ditto 

ditto 


5o i 

... , Ditto 

ditto 

... ; 

50 1 

Ditto 

ditto 

... i 

5(1 

... ! Ditto 

ditto 

... 

50 

... j I )itto 

ditto 


50 

Ditto 

ditto 

... ; 

50 

... 1 Ditto 

ditto 

... 

5o 

1 


Ditto 

ditlo 


I 50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

1 50 


Ditto 

ditto 


50 


Ditto 

ditto 

• • • 

50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

! 50 


I titto 

ditto 

... 

1 50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

1 50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

1 50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

1 50 


Ditt<i 

ditto 

• • • 

50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

50 


Ditto 

ditto 


50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

50 


Quartcrrt for Temporary Sergeants 

... 

100 


Ditto 

ilitto 

•• 

50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

50 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

50 


Ditto 

ditto 


50 


Quarters for Reserve ofticer 

... 

36 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

36 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

36 


Ditto 

ditto 

••• 

35 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

35 


Ditto 

ditto 

... 

65 
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APPENDIX l_. 


^ x*^«^*****«^ to In Answer to Question No. XXXV of the 19th Fehrusry 1919.) 

^laiemeni f^hoiciug the mtmher a fid the fiature of crtniifial cases for offeiicei^ 
committed against the provisions of the salt laws betirren March 1910 
and ^iugust 1917 and between Sept ember 1917 and flanuarg 19 IS, 


N aturi- of cust-K. 


Mitliia]>ore 


Illicit niamifacture of Hiilt...-j 


iK'lwi'tMi Miiri'li .titd Au)~'UHt 1017. with 
ihitt of lll-'titutlOU 


CllSOS 


fllHC 

Clisra 


case 

cast'H 


I T);; 


iSth April, lillG. 
lllli Dccifinher, 
iilWh J ail liar V, 

,‘lr.l l'\‘l^rua!■^ , 

Gth 

r>th March, 

2 :\rd „ 

Itilli April, 

L>;iril „ 


How rail 


Illicit manufacture ami .. 
poaaesHion of Halt. 


1 1 cases 


Slh April, lltl 


24-Purganas 


f cases 

p 

1 case 

2 cases 

4 

7 M 
‘.1 
I 
1» 

1 
4 
C 
4 
1 

1 cas(* 


Illicit maiiiifacturc of salt. 


case 

cases 


Kth March, 
null 

JTth ,, 

.-.nil ,, 

0th April, 
i;uh „ 

2:ir(l „ 

11th Mav, 
lUh „ 

17th „ 

22n(l „ 

2Hth „ 

11th J um‘, 

Pith July, 

PSt h Octoher, 

, Path November, 


1 . 

IPlf 


0 cases 

.. ;>lst January, 

nu7 


.. Gth Ft'hruary, 

77 

r> „ 

... 17th 


77 


... POth 

,, 

77 

4 

... P7ih 


7 7 

17 ,, 

... (Uh March, 

77 

0 n 

... Mth 


77 

10 „ 

... 17th 

» 1 

7 7 


... Plst 

,, 

7 7 

22 

. .. ptith 


7 7 


Jrtl 

A pril, 

7 7 

14 „ 

... Itli 

,, 

7 7 

1 cas(‘ 

... 11th 


71 

1 J taises 

... i:uh 


7 7 

0 

... I'Jth 


7 1 

7 „ 

... P2ml 




... Pith 

,, 


1 case 

... P'^th 


77 

lb cast's 

... 21Mh 



0 ,, 

... 10th 

May, 

77 

U> „ 

... P.»rii 

1 1 

7 7 

17 „ 

... P4th 


77 

IH 

... PUttli 

77 

77 

‘J 

Pntl Juim, 

77 

1 H 

... ITlh 

77 

77 

7 ;; 

... Util July, 

7 7 

7 

... i:’>tii 

,, 

77 

o 

... 17th 

77 

77 

2 

... I'Jlh 

77 

77 






Kiiulns 


Nil 
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[l4TH 19f5.j 


Nature o( cnaca. 


Cases butweeo Maroli 1916 auu Aairust 1917, 
wHb dates of lo^lcut^Olt. 


Chittagong 


Illicit manufacture of salt 




2 cases 
4 „ 

y ,, 

2 

11 „ 
11 „ 

1 Ca8(5 

2 cases 

6 

1 case 
II cases 
1 case 

10 cases 

11 „ 

>> 

11) >, 
21 

1 caB(‘ 

7 cases 

. •"> 

1 CUS(‘ 

175 


lilth March, 10l6. 

]5th ,, ,, 

26th „ 

27 th ,, ,, 

8th „ 

17th „ 

2.‘h'd April. „ # 

25th 

17th Ma3% „ 

7th June, „ 

Sth January, 1917. 
25th 

Sth February, ,, 
20th 
2:hd 
2St}i 

11th Marcli, ,, 

1 •> I li ,, ,, 

22nd „ 

23rd „ 

29th „ 

24th May, 

7th June, „ 

4th July, „ 


Nouk liali 


Illicit manufacture of salt 

Total 
Grand total 


f 11 (eases 
4 

12 
C 

i 

2 

I ^ 

43> 

627 


31s( March, 1 910. 
6th A])iil, „ 

nth February, 1917. 
2nd Ai>ril, ,, 

6th „ ,, 

2r>t]i May, ,, 

2Sth 


Midnuj)Oiv 

Ilovvjuh 

24'Parganas 

Kliulna 

Chittagong 

Noakhali 


Nutuie of I’UBos. 


!-Illicit manufacture of salt 


('UHCS botweeu Soptoni\if*r 1917 »iul .lunimry 191K 
With of ii.RtltUtioii. 

f "nTiT' 

I Nil. 

1 case ... 14th November, 1917. 
Nil. 

I 1 cas(‘ ... 13th December, „ 

[ Nil. 


Total 


B.18. PreHaTT%^J-4-19l8 — 36d2J — 350 — J. L. U. aiitl othern. 



Ahttract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legitlatioe Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


The Council met in the Council Cliamber at. (iovornincnt Houh(>, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 15th March, 1918, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lawkence .Ioiin Lumi,ey Diindas, Eaki, 
OK Ronaldsii AY, o.c.i.Bt., Govcruor of the Presidency of Port 
William in Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’blo Siu Henky Wheeeeu, k.c’.i.e., c.k.i. 

The Hon’ble Mk. N. D. Beatson Bele, c.k.i., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sik Satyendra Pkakanna Sinha, k t. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. J. Stevenson-Moore, c.v.o. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.s.i., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .1. Donald, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’ble Lt.-Colonel W. J. Buchanan, c.i.e.. i.m.h. 
The Hon’ble Mu. C. 11. Bompak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 


The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Payne. 


The Hon’ble Mr. E. B. H. Panton. 


The Hon’blo Rai Pbiya Nath Mukhakji Bahadur, i.s.o. 


The Hon’ble Db. Nilbatan Sabkab. 



The Hon’ble Mr. J. Mackenzie. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, c.i.e. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Aminiiu Rahaman. 

I 

The Hon’blo Mr. R. Glen. 

The Hon’ble Rev. Dr. G. Howells. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash ('hundeu Mitter. 

The llon’ble Kumar Shir Shekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Ueba Prasad Sarbadhikari, c.i.e. 

The Hon’blc Rai Deuender Ciiunder Giiose Haiiadur. 
The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. E. Crum. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. H. Eden. 

The Hon’ble 1)r. Ahdulla-al-Mamun Suiikawakdy. 

The llon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

The llon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 
The llon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hon’blc Khan Sahib Aman Ai.i. 

The Hon’ble Me. Altaf Ali. 

The Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Rabu Surendka Nath Ray. 

The Hon’blo Babo Kibhori Mohan Chaudhuri. - 
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[The disoussioti on the Resolutions on the Revised Finanoial 

Statements was resumed.] 


The President said : — 

Llio Hon l)lo Mr. Provash Chundor Mittor is iinahle to bo at 

present owing to a public engagiunont elsowhoro, and lie has iliorofore asked 
my permission to the postponement of Resolution No. XIX until a later 
period in the day. 1 have agreed to postpone it and also No. XX which 
deals with the same sub'j(‘ct. The first item this morning will be Rtvsolution 
No. XXI, and 1 call upon the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasmn to move it.'’ 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. XXI. 

The Hon’ bio Maulvi Ahul Kasem movetl the following Rc^solution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a sum of Rs. 2 lakhs be provided for grants f(3r buildings (;f 
Secondary Schools ; and 

{h) the said sum lie nu't out of the allotment of* Rs. l,04,H()8 for addi- 
tional temporary force* for Intelligi'iu^e Branch (Policu*) and 
Rs. 2, 18, lit) for incre^ase of temporary forct; for District ]nt(*lli- 
gence staff. 


He said : — 

My Lord, I di'sire to draw the att(‘ntion of Y(Hir Kx(u^ll(*jicy’s 
Government to tlu*, fact that under the. present n^gulations of the Uni vi'rsity, 
when bcIiooIk (cannot admit a large numb'*r of boys, and evtni in t in* inten-ests 
of education itself, it is not desiralile that (dassc^s should b(^ crammed by a 
large number of sl-iidents, it is necessary to have a large.r number of scIkhiIs 
for the education of our boys. It is admitted, as was stat(‘d by tlu^ 
Rev. Dr. How(‘lls, that then*- is a great thirst for education in the country, 
especially in this Brovince, yet several schools cannot- Ik* aililiated t,o tlm 
University for tlie Matriculation examination, and evtm aoim^ scc‘ondary 
schools cannot be aj ►proved by the Deparr immt on acjcoiint of their 
buildings being unsuitable for the purpose. Prior to tln^ r(*gnlatioiis ]»aHS(Ml 
both by the Department of Public Instruction and tln^ I Ini vi‘rsity, scdiools 
used to b(*. held in all sorts of houses, brick-built, mud-built and thatclH‘-d 
houses as well ; but nowadays special attention is paid to scIkk)! buildings, 
and necessarily befori^ sanction is granted to tin* afhliation ol a scdiool 
by the University, great stress is laid upon the building regulations, 
and it has been ^found impossible by public bodies U) (*stablisli these 
schools 'without some aid Irom Govrumment. In om* j)articular instanct' 
there was a union school starttid at Rampur Hat. It had betur in existtmcc' 
for the last six or Hevt*-n years and it had on its roll 500 students. An 
affiliation has not been granted to it, because they have not been abh? to 
build a suitable house for its location. This is one (>f the luany s(di(H)lH in 
the Presidency which sufiier for want of a proper budding lor its accommoda- 
tion. 


My resolution, tlierefore, is a modest request ior the provision of 
for the building of schools in this Presidency. 1 have suggested that 
the amount may be m^t from a reduction in the allotment for an additiona 
temporary force tor the InteUigence Branch. In this counection, I Wish to 
explain that it is not my intention, and 1 do not boliovO that it is tdm inte.ntiou 
of any of my non-official colleagues, to object to any expenditure on le po ice 
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administration, as we are all interested in the efficiency of the police adminis- 
tration, for the protection of our own person and property, that the police 
force should be maintained in an efficient state ; but when we object to the 
extravagant expenditure on police, we say that the expenditure is not commensu- 
rate with the work done by the police, and the efficiency cannot be secured 
only by a large amount of expenditure on the police. It has been stated that 
the urgent demands of the police have to be met in order to keep the force in 
efficiency and carry on the Government, but if the Director of Public 
Instruction and the Sanitary Commissioner be asked, they will also be able 
to say that there are many urgent schemes ready for sanction and which 
cannot bo sanctioned for want of funds. But the difference between the 
police department and other departments is that the police department 
always attribute all their shortcomings to the want of proper funds and 
facilities to carry on their business, whereas other dep)artments have not 
this excuse. I, therefore, submit that provision should be made for 2 lakhs 
for grants for buildings of secondary schools. 


I may also mention, in this connection, that more than a year ago 
I had the honour of moving a resolution in this Council to the effect that 
a Government high school l)e established at the headquarters of the district 
of Burdwan. The llon’ble Mr. llornell, who was then the Director of 
Public Instruction, accepted my resolution, and in his speech he stated that 
such a scliool was urgently needed in the Burdwan town. Burdwan is 
one of th(! two disti'icts in this Pi’esidency where there is not a middle school 
maintained by Government ; but some progress has been made in inaking 
the school, a site has been selecb'd, but we cannot proceed further with the 
school, absolutely for want funds. We have been told that the orders of 
the Government of India are that wo cannot draw on our balance or enter 
into new expenditure which is not absolutely necessary or of an urgent 
character. 1 submit, my Lord, that the starting of secondary schools in this 
Presidency is of a more urgent and necessary character than the ])rovision 
of facilities for the police. Wo all believe that the police 'do their work 
properly with the facilities that are placed at their command at the present 
moment and that with additional grants they can do much better. But what 
1 would like to urgci in this connection is that the superior officers in 
the police department should not show a great anxiety when the actions of 
their subordinates are criticised ; in that case only the police force will 
materially improve. With those few words, I bog to commend my resolution 
to the acceptance of this Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mk. Wordswouth said : — 

“ My Lord, in opposing this resolution on behalf of Government, I wish 
to make two things clear ; one, that we have, in our Provincial Education 
budget, allotted the sum of money for which the Hon’ble Member presses ; 
the other, that even if we had greater resources given to us this coming 
year, we could not spend them. This is not in any way a criticism of any 
department, certainly not of my own department ; it is merely a regret. One 
Hon’ble Member, in moving yesterday a proposal for the erection of a hostel 
at Kanchrapara, referred to the want of celerity with which schemes oa« 
develop and his animadversion was appreciated by the Council. 


*■ Building schemes progress less rapidly than any others. Their rate' 
of progress is determined by many factors, none of which makes for accelera- 
tion. There are the difficulties of finding and purchasing sites, of the 
preparation and approval of plans and, above all, of securing those local 
contributions wliich by Government policy are necessary to secure grants- 
in-aid from Government. We have considerable experience of bur spending 
ppwer in this matter, and the grants that have come to tis have for sonae 
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years been found sufficient. We have not asked for more than the usual 
provision for the next year because we have calculated our possibilities, and 
do not expect to be able to spend more in the coining year than we have in 
recent years. The figures that I have for capital grants to non-Cjovernnumt 
schools and colleges in recent years are : — 

Us, 

1915- 16 ... ... ... ... ... 9.\(>0() 

1916- 17 ... ... ... ... ... 7r>,(X>0 

1917- 18 ... ... ... ... ... 57,000 

and in the coining year, wo contemplate spending a lakh on grants to schools, 
both aided and un-aided. ’rhis means that we have a number of sclu'nu*s 
which are so far advanced that we can reasonablj’' expect them to be 
brought, daring the coming year, to that ]K)int at which Oovt'rnmimt grants 
to this extent may bo made. It is not probable that any schemes not yet 
outlined will advance to that point during the year. The present times are 
peculiarly difficult for schools ; building is expensive, material difficult to 
obtain, and the local contributions necc^ssary are not forthcoming to tlu‘ 
same degree as they were a fenv ycjars ago. For thi‘>it^ n^asons tlu‘ majority 
of high schools are deciding to postpone building operations until a iiiori' con- 
venient time. I trust I have, made it clear that the Department of Education 
and Government are in full sympathy with the llon’ble Memlun*. \V r sluill 
do what we can ; if we have miscalculated and if it appears that we shall be in 
a position to use more money in grants than the provision already made in 
our budget, we shall take steps, in the ordinary administ rati vt‘ way, to imu^t 
the position. The figures in our budget are — 

for grants-in-aid to Indian Bchools and coUoj^cs, for t)nildin^ 
and purcliase of fliio.-i, for 

ditto to European schools 

It. ia not probable that wc ahaU require more tlian Ibis, ami on behalf of 
the Government, 1 oppose tlni resolution. 


Rs. 

i,75,ooe 


The Hon’ble Maui.vi Amii. Kaskm said 

“The reply given hy the Director of Pul)lic Instruetioii^ on Ixdialf el 
Government has, I am sorry, come upon im^ as a surprise. Tins is tlie first 
time that wo hear that there is difliculty iii spemling Mm itioney that may 
be allotted for the purpose of building high schools graiits-m-aid to liigli 
schools. So long wo have been under Mm impression that 
money to bo spent. 1 know that eel.einoe .are to bo 'natnro, bot .■ a y 
grant can be made, but very few schemes have been taken m hand and 
Sther schemes could not he taken up 

bo had. What is the good of drawing np scliemes if there ^ • ' 

has been stated by the Director of Public Instruction 
get local contributions. 1 cannot speak with any authmify 
schools but the union school at Rampur Hat, in ‘ ‘ jl " ; 

T am sure the local contribution is lorthooming and lu; (.oinmitter lias 

collected money for the purpasi^s of the 7^'';? R^lffiliau'd 

from Government they will be able to build then sc loo ‘ , Kurd wan • 

«he only other school which I know oI is the f “Gibing 

there a site has been selected and the only 

operations cannot be commenood before wc. gc m c _ Government 

Government for starting it. I am, however, 

and the Department of Education are 'nrovinec is concerned, to 

I tru8t'that,if we_are able, so far as my pm o >e ^ sympat hetic 

come forward with some scheme the LUiecc K 
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consideration and that he will be in a position to arrant us some money for it. 
1, therefore, beg leave to withdraw the resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. XXII. 

Tiie llon’ble Pahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri nK»ved the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council recommencjs to the (Jovernor in Council that — 

{a) a sum of Rs. 50, 000 be set apart for croat ing a provident fund for 
the benefit of guru-training and primary school ])andits ; and 

{h) the amount be met by curtailing a portion of the sums set apart 
for the last two ittuiis under head 20. — Police ”. 


H(^ said : — 

“ My Lord, I plead the cause of tlu^ very )) 0 ()rly paid teachers in tlu' 
primary schools. W(^ have got a large Imperial rc^curring grant of 9 lakhs 
and it was hoped that a large portion of it would go to the benefit of these 
primary school pandits, but unfortunately nothing has been done this year ; 
I have not been able to find any spc^eial j)roviHion in the budget for tlie next 
year also. Something is, no doubt, proi)o8ed for the teachers in Government 
Schools and some Madrasah teachers, but nothing for the teachers of the 
guru-training or primary schools. These pandits generally get Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 
a iriontli, whereas even a coolie (uirns Rs, 20 a month. Provision has been 
made for grain compensation allowances to iiumials, but nothing has beem done 
for ilH‘se poorly paid pandits. 1 don’t know why it is impossibh*. to do 
anything for them. If something could bo dom^ for them it will much 
a])l)rcHMa(ed. 1 ask in this resolution that a sum of Rs. 50,000 may be set 
apart for starting a provident fund. As far as 1 know there is no such 
f)rovision at present. To give a start, a si)e(;ial sum should Ix^ granted, and if 
pro])er arrangements bo made with tin* Indp of District Boards thc^se teachers 
will bo largcdy benefited, and when they retire aft er a service of 20 or 25 years 
they will liave something like Rs. 250 or Rs. 500 to th(U*r cnxlit as provision in 
their old days. This year there was provision of 98 lakhs in the Education 
budget, but in the Revised budget we see only 81 lakhs ; so then^ is a 
saving of 17 laklis. I'or the m^xt year’s budget 1 stx^ a j)rovision of practi- 
cally iht^ same amount plus a special grant received fi’om the Imj^erial 
Government for primary education ; so I t hink if this modc^st sum could be 
set apart and a start given to ; this much-needed reform it will gnxitly benefit 
the poor teachers and tlu^iy Avill greatly appreciate the concession. My prayer 
is very modest and there can be no objection toils being granted. Though it 
was not clearly stated in my n^solution but 1 had in my mind the curtail- 
ment of (expenditure on two new proposals, one for the reorganisation of the 
rivm* polices in luistern Bengal, and another for the establishment of police- 
stations. There iiiight be sonn^ delay in doing these works and also a large 
sum has been provich^d under the Police head of tlu' Budgtd — we may not be 
ablcHo s])end the whole amount. Anyhow the sum may be obtained either 
from the savings under the head ‘ Education ’ or the head ‘ Police ’, 
and I hop^ there will be no difficulty in granting t he sum. With these feJW" 
Words 1 coinineiid t his resolution to the acceptance of the Council.” 


ddie Hon’ble Mr. O’Mai.ley said : — 

” My Lord, the proposal before the Council is that Government should set 
apart half a lakh to start a provident fund for teachers employed in primary 
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schools or gum-training schools. I may explain, as some Hon'hle Members may 
not be aware of it, that a guru-training school is a school in whicli a primary 
school teacher is trained in the art of teaching. As tlic C'ouncil knows, a 
provident fund is, as a rule, a matter in which eini)loyors and employed alone 
are interested, and before you start a fund, a number of ]xunts of principl(> 
have to be settled. In some cases the employe’s contribution is optional — he 
may or may not join the fuinl and be admitted to its Ixmefits — in other cases 
it is compulsory and a condition of his employment. A contribution up to a 
certain percentage of pay niay be obligatory; a contribution of more than 
that percentage may bo optional. Many employers do not admit low-paid 
emi)loy68 to the benefits of a provident fund, either, it may be, becaust' tlu ir 
pay is so small that they cannot ho t^xpt*cted to subscribe, or becaust' they 
have no continuity of servitu^ ^.c., they may be employcMl one Wtu^k and b'ave 
their employment the next. 1 am afraid 1 am stating somt‘what (dcmuoitary 
principles, but. 1 wish to show that the establishnumt of a })rovident fund is 
not a simple matter which can be scdthnl out v)f hand, (^specially when a large 
body of empIoy(^ 5 S is coiicmaied. You liave to dt^terinino a numlxu* of im- 
]K)rtant points. For instance, shall tlui fund Ix' )mpulsory or oi)tional ? Whal. 
shall be t lie contribution of tin* employiu* and tht' lunploye ? What sliall Ix^ 
the lowest pay at which an emplo>Y‘ shall bc'. allowed to join a provident fund ? 


Another point, to which 1 want to draw tlu' atttmtion of the (x)iincil, is 
that a providemt fund is, as a rule, startixl by tun])Ioy(‘rs for the Ixmidit of 
their own (unploy^s. The proposal before the (k)uncil is that (lovaM-nnnoit 
should start a providimt fund for primary school ti'.acdiers wliether in its 
employ or not. Tlu' numb(^r of primary scdiool t(‘ach(U’s iti (1 oveimm ( ii t 
service in this Presidimcy is comparatively small. Th(*ri‘ arc*, in i-ound figure's, 
40,000 i)rimary school te^achers in lieiigal. The groat majority nro employtxl 
in aidecl schools, i.o.^ schools whicdi receiver grants-in-aid (*ith(*r from (lovern- 
ment. direct or from local boards or district hoards and are maintained 
with the help of those grants and the income from f(<es. Teaclu'rS in tliest* 
])rivat('. schools draw their pay from the school fumls, which arc^ mad(‘ uj) of 
the grants-in-aid and tlu^ incoiiK^ from fe(^s. Tlu^y do not g(*t pay froin 
either Govvrnxnoni or the district boards, ami an* not in their (‘inploy. 
A minority are in the employ of local bodii*.s such as distried lK)ards. I he 
latter have their own provid(>nt. funds, but only (unploy^^s drawing a (xu’tain 
amount of pay are admitted to them. Other teachers again are em])loyed in 
unaided schools. 


H that (Jovernnienl- 
hools, and 


The object of the i*esolutioii, so far as I can gatln^r, 
should 

also for _ . 

fund for teachers, including thosi^ .v.. — , „ 

ment nor in that of local l)odies, without rcdenuice to their rates of ^4"d 

without knowing whether their employtu’s will join such a scheme*. his 
proposal, to my thinking, raises complicated issues. 


supplement the grants tln^y already giv(^ for maintaining schools, and 
r increasing the pay of t(‘ach(*rs in aided sidiools, by starting a]>iovident 
for teachers, including thosi^ who are neitiier in t lie mnploy of fiovern- 


Providcnt funds have already been startfxl for a few colleges am a 
certain number of schools without Government aid. In the I rfisidimcy 
division, they have been startc'd in four selectexl non-Governmont ^ 

the total number of teachers who have joined them is over 
Chittagong, the Municipal High School has got a provident fund. Other high 
schools elsewhere have also got a provident fund. These benefit a few teachers 
and are admittedly a drop in the ocean. Government recc^nize that I he! e 
is much to ho said for starting provident funds for teachers. It wou r »e an 
important step in improving the condition of a b^y of men who per oriu 
valuable functions of a public nature— I say public nature as education 
is a matter of public concern. It would help to create a rogulai pro essio i 
by making the prospects of teaching so attractive as to prevent men using 
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it merely ae a stepping stone to other employment. At the same time, 1 
think the Council will realize that a number of knotty questions arise, on 
which Government ar(3 not at present prepared to make any pronouncement of 
policy. For instance, should Government start a provident fund at the 
expense of the State for all teachers ? Should a start be made with only 
certain classes of teachers, those who have a more or less definite status, 
who have made teaching their regular profession, and who have a rate of pay 
which will enable them to subscribe without hardship ? How far should 
employers other than Government, ^^e., local bodies, school committees, ate., 
be required to join in a scheme ? These, 1 venture to submit, are considera- 
tions of importance. I trust that the Council will realize that the question is 
one of real complexity. 

Government have, however, endeavoured to tackle the problem. Some 
time ago it made definite proposals for the establishment of a provident fund 
for certain institutions. The scheme was submitted to the Government of 
India, but they direct(Hl that il should b(' reconsidered in the light of proposals 
for the establishment of a general provident fund for teachers not only of 
colleges and secondary schools, but also of primary schools. The Director is 
now engaged in preparing an estimate of cost and seeing to what classes of 
institutions and teaclu^rs such a schemt^ can be extended. This is a very 
difficult business, considering the large number of teachers in Bengal (20,000 
secondary and 40,000 primary), some under Government and some under 
local bodies, but most in private employ, their different rates of pay, some 
fixed and some fluctuating. Some, moreoven-, have no permanency of employ- 
ment, being engaged for the term only and then dismissed. Actuarial calcu- 
lations are necessary, and these are very troublesome. 


There is also the question to be considered whether low-paid primary 
school teachers should be compelled to contribute out of their slender salary. 
The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has stated that pandits get 
from Us. 10 to Rs. 15 a month. I am afraid that in some parts of the 
Presidency they do not get as much. 1 have here a statement which will 
show that pandits in schools under private management get a great deal less. 
For instance, in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions (excluding Calcutta), 
the average rate of pay is : — 


Burdwan 

Presidency (excluding Calcutta) 
and in the remaining divisions the average rate is : — 

Dacca ... ••• 

Chittagong 

Rajshahi 


Rs. A. 
7 8 
7 8 


Rs. A. 
7 1 

6 7 

7 9 


In the case of teacliers drawing such low rates of pay 1 submit that it 
is more important at present to raise the pay than to deduct money for a 
provident fund from a small salary. 

Sir, I regret that I am unable to accept this resolution in view of these 
facts. We have no scheme before us for starting provident funds : we must 
first know what the cost will be, what teachers are to be admitted to it 
and whether local bodies are likely to join in it. While Government oaanot 
accept the resolution, the Hon'ble Mover may be satisfied that the question 
is receiving close attention. In the meantime, Government are ready to 
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When provident fuud« are actualb started, to set aside a part of the 
9 lakhs recurring grant for a Government contribution for primary and 
seoondary school teachers. r j 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chauuhuri said ; — 

‘‘My Lord, I have heard the reply of the Hoii’hle Mr. O’Malloy. 1 know 
that there are difficulties in the way of accepting iny proposal/as a large 
number of teachers work under local bodies and the latter should be 
consulted. My idea, however, is tliat if something bo dono by Oovoni- 
ineut tlie local bodies will be able to come forward and the employes also 
will appreciate the action of (Toverninent. 1 do not mean that anytliing 
ishould be deducted from the pay of the teachers ; but my idea is tlial even if 
we cannot pay a large sum, at least we should arrange to pay in some eases 
direct and in some cases through the help of the local boards for the provision 
of this fund. I am, however, glad to learn that some scheme is going to 
be matured and that Government will consider this qin^stion sympathe- 
tically, and in that view I do not wish to press this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of tlv- President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXIII. 

The Hon’l)le Du. Deba Pbasad Sakbadhikaki moved the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council recomniimds to the Governor in Council that — 

(а) a sum of Us. 50,000 be provided in the Budget for contributiiui 

towards creation of a Professors’ and Teachers’ Insurances and 
Provident Fund ; and 

(б) the said sum l)e taken out of provision of Us. 96,58,000 under 

head Police, District Executive Force. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, this resolution is soiiK^what larger in scope than tlie one that 
has just been disposed of ; it recommends that a sum of Us. 50,000 be 
prov^'ided in the budget for contribution towards creation of a Professors 
and Teachers’ Insurance and Prov^ident i* und and that tlie said sum be tak(*n 
out of the Police budget. This is a matter to which I made detailed 
reference at the last budget debate and I am glad that my Hon ble Iriend, 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, has brought forward a resolution dealing 
with part of this very large question. 1 was woinlering, Sir, how thtisi^ 
educational resolutions came to be classed under tin* head Police. Of course 
the official explanation would be that wo have sought to interferi^ with policie 
expenditure and that is why it is found its way undtn* that cati^gory. But when 
I looked at the heading first there appeared to my mind tlio largi^r principle 
that go'id education is really police work. When tln^ teaclier is abroad the 
police work is naturally less. And more schools amJ better teachers would 
or ought to mean less crime and thus be a higher form of police work. 
My Lord, the question of school education is one of the acutest in our present 
educational policy — whether it touches the University education, or whether it 
touches industrial, commercial or agricultural education or whether it touc h s 
the larger question of primary education, for which, by the way, I am gra e u 
to notice a large provision has been made. That is the feeling every wheie— 
even where University education is very much at a discount. lere can e 
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no difference of opinion that upon the spirit and quality of school education 
defends very much the future of the country. That is why I and many 
other members of this Council have taken the opportunity of bringing before 
it some of the problems intimately connected with school education. I am 
responsible for three resolutions on this paper, one dealing with teachers’ and 
professors’ provident fund, another with the housing of schools and the 
third about the text-books — all intimately connected with the success of 
the scheme that we all have at heart. After the Hon’blo Mr. O’Malley’s 
very full explanation with regard to the previous resolution I should not 
have thought of going into details about this resolution. I realize very much 
the difficulties which the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley has suggested in regard to 
primary schools and what my Hon’ble friend Babu Kisliori Mohan Chaudhuri 
kvy)\ back has been brought out by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley. Our teachers 
get what we do not venture to offer to our menials. For a long time we 
have not paid them what may be considered a reasonable salary and yet it is 
necessary that this class of very useful public servants should be better pro- 
vided for. It stands to reason that they cannot b(3 expected to continue to do 
good work unless something better is done for them. If we cannot sub- 
stantially add to their i)ay, we should try to make tlnun free from those worries 
and troubles which a family man always has in mind. That is the object of 
this resolution. I know that there are no ready and formulated schemes before 
us, but the Hon’bh^ Mr. O’Malley has told us that the question has long hmm 
(‘ugaging th(‘ attention of the Government and there are already some sugges- 
tions for schem(^s before the Government. Would it not be possible, with 
the materials before us, to formulate a scheme by which some relief could 
be given at least for the present? We are attempting to organize 
village* unions, we are attempting to organize co-operative societies 
very properly, but is it not much more our duty to organize a teachers’ 
guild ? Mr. O’Malley has numtioned om^ difficulty — the lack of con- 
tinuity of s(*rvice of teachers. But if we can giv(‘ them some sort of scheme 
it will probably be jiossible to secure continuity of service. If they can make 
a fairly substantial provision for their families they will naturally stick to 
their ] osts and not risk losing the ben(*fits under the scheme. 'Jdiat in itself 
would be a reason, to my mind, that therc^ should b(^ some effort in this 
direction. 1’he difficulti(‘S that Mr. O'Mallt'y has referred to do not affect the 
question in the case of liigh school teachers and college professors. Hr has 
given us figures which are more or less corrtK^t. There are, we are told, 
tw^enty thousand teachers in high schools. But the largeness of this figure 
str(*ngth(ms my case. 


Then there is the body of professors and teachers in our colleges and 
scliools whose number would be something like 2,000. These useful and 
im|;)ortant public servants — for thou^. h in private service they are ] ublic 
servants in the highest sense of the term — are all insufficiently paid. It is a 
matter of the utmost importance to draw up a scheme to make these men 
fre(* from pecuniary worry. Tin*- way that 1 propose to work the scheme is 
as follows : — It makes no difference tn a man whether he gets Rs. 19 or 
Ks. 20 a month, and if that one rupee from his pay goes to the provident 
fund, it would mean much. And as much as he pays in should be paid by his 
employer. I would have 5 per cent, or even 10 per cent, of this paj^ divided 
between the provident fund and the insurance fund. The scheme of insurance 
may not be favourably looked at, but the insurance scheme would be useful to 
his unprovided family in case of premature death. If we have a fairly satis- 
factory insurance scheme of our own added to the provident fund scheme, the 
result would be very encouraging. At present if his father is dead, the teacher 
goes quietly to a money lender and borrows money from him for the sradh at 
an interest of Rs. 150 per cent, per annum, and from hie pay of Rs. 20 a month, 
he has got to pay the interest and he has got very little left for the maintenance 
of the family. But if there is a scheme like this and if he is in need of the 
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money he can go to the Secretary and take a loan whicli lu^ will repay within 
a fixed peiiod. ^ Another feature of the Hcheine would he tliat you make the 
teacher more iudependoiit. The question of compulsory provision will 
naturally come in. About the continuity of the service, if the teacher left 
before a certain time ht^ would lose the contrihution made hy the emj)l(.)ying 
agency and would have to be content only with tlu* ri>turn of his own contribu- 
tion with intei est . 1 his w'ouUl be a sort of ])reiniuin on the continuity of 

the service. The question of the continuity of siu'vict* is far more ac*uti' in 
private, than in Goyennnent, institutions. The ]>robleni is difiieult no 
cioubt, but the v^ery difficulty of it niakc*s it obligatory c>n us to formulate a 
scheme. The difficulty of there» ncit bmng a coiiijih^ti'ly ready scheme is one 
that must be reckoned with. No schtune howt'ver can be n‘ady till the 
initiative is taken and in order to do so I suggest that tliis fifty thousand 
rupees bo earmarked as a part of organising (^xpenst^s. Sir Kdwanl Maelagan 
has suggested a scheme but it is pur(dy a provident fund scdieme and then' 
is no reason why an insurance scheme should not also bc‘ introduced. For 
all these reasons it appears to me that although the scluum' for gurus ami 
pandits may have defects that havt^ been pointtMl out in c(Hinection with tlu' 
Hon bio liabu Kishori Mohan (Jhaudhuri’s n^solution, in the (jaH(‘ of tlu' 
scheme that 1 venture to suggest the diflieultii^s ar(^ to a ctwtain extent 
minimized and they are capable of being ertectively di'alt with. For all tln'S(^ 
reasons 1 venture to commend this resolution for the acct'ptance of the 
Council.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Hovvelrs said : — 

“ My Lord, I would lik(^ to giv^e my lu^arty supiiort in a gt iieral way 
to the Hon’ble the Vice-(Miancellor in proposing this resolution. It seiuns 
— and I hav('. thought over it for a long tiim* — that it is r(*ally at 
the root of educational ])rogress in this country. The ])robh‘m has Immmi 
recognized for a long time in Fngland and thosi* wlio havi' beam follow- 
ing educaticmal progress and (nlucational sclnum's in England know the 
very big part that ])roblenis of this character havt^ played and are playing 
in all proposals for furthering ami inqiroving ('dm^ational plans lor tlii' 
future. The prolilem is, as I havt? sc'.eii it for years, a very ])n‘SHing om^ in , 
this country. I feel some hesitation in the form of the proposal to take 
away from the police fund for the, furtluuing of education, for I am not 
for (h^creasing the efficiency of the polic(\ 1 bedievu^ in making tin* polieo 
force more effici(mt and ladter ptuid, (^sptKually in tlu^ lower ranks. Ilul 
as the HoiTble the Vice-(dianci‘llor has pointe(l (>ut this probimn of sound 
elementary education under yiroper conditions lias a very d(^Hnitc blearing on 
the life of the community and ev^eii on matti*rs ol giuim-al morale of the 
country as a wlioh\ All will admit that the loumlations of national piogiess 
are in the schools and there is no hope of gt^tting thoroughly wel (HiUipptHl 
and thoroughly efficient schools from all iioints of vhnv if the tt^acliers an; ol 
the lower type. There is in India a real la^spect lor the teadnus (a mg 

and the old traditions of the teachers’ calling as a sacred one are still to a 
large degree existent. On the other hand the pressure of modern Ide is 
very considerable and even in the teachers’ profession the labourer is woithy 
of his hire. At present I think all will admit that the toaehers calliiiK m 
most inadequately paid, most inadequately provided for 
tendency is for the teachers to take a post, m a sc io<) oi co e e 
the time being and to clear out as /^con as they aie a > e ^ n .it,M-ial 
cannot of course compete, it is nndesirahle to compet e 

point of view, with other calling like the pf)lice fortu' oi i r i|„ i,:„u 

service, but still it is highly desirable if we are to enable nnny. oa^^ 
ideals to come in as teachers without feeling that they "‘‘y . 

at any time of the bare necessaries of hfe, it is highly 

thing should be done and done soon in the direction tackling 

tion. What I should like to feel is that (lovernment is s. nously la fcUng 
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the problem. Some yeare ago at Serampore College we had certain proposals 
sent to us by the Government regarding a provident fund for teachers 
and professors. We were at the time considering our own provident fund 
in connection with the College and we thought that Government were really 
contemplating something on a much bigger and better scale and so for the 
time we let things drop. Of course in a matter of this nature it is not desir- 
able to be unduly hasty, but the matter is being pressed upon us and for the 
present we are delaying things. We want to feel that Government are 
really tackling the problem and tackling it in a far more thorough and satis- 
factory way than is possible in the case of private institutions. I do think 
that Government have very great responsibility in the matter and it would 
be a very real help to those responsible for educational work in this country 
if we feel that we have the general sympathy of the Government in this 
problem and that things are really coming to a head and that we may safely 
postpone for tho present our own smaller schemes with the full confidence that 
before very long a great advance will be made in the direction of formulating 
a scheme with the intention of making provisions for teachers in this country.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said ; — 

“My Lord, the resolution of the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor appears to 
be of a somewhat larger scope than that moved by the Hon’ble Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. I take it that the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor 
makes three substantive proposals ; first, that there should be an insurance as 
well as a provident fund ; secondly, that these shall not be confined to 
primary schools but also be extended to professors in colleges and teachers in 
secondary schools. T am sorry that the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor has not 
been able to agree to my figures.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said : — 

✓ 

“My figures were based on guess. I accept the Hon’ble Mr. O’.Malley’s 
figures.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

The third point of the Hon’ble the Vice-Cliancellor is the most im- 
portant one. So far as 1 can gather, what the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor really 
desires is that the pay and prospects of the teachers should be improved. If 
we take one rupee from the pay of a teacher on Re. 20 the net pay will be 
Re. 10, so that he can contribute, say, one rupee to the provident fund ; and 
then Government should raise the pay to Rs. 20. I gather that he 
means that the pay of all teach-ers should be increased by 5 per cent, and 
that they should contribute 5 per cent, of their present pay to the 
provident fund. I think that the intention is that not only should Govern- 
ment but also private employers, and I presume also local bodies, contribute 
the 5 per cent, addition. It is somewhat difficult at present to say how far 
the employers can be compelled to do this. I do not understand also what 
contribution Government should make when the fund is started, or what rate 
local or private bodies should make contributions. All this is, if 1 may say so 
without disrespect to the Hon’ble Member, somewhat indefinite ; what is 
wanted is a practical scheme and that, as I have already told the Council, is 
now being enquired into by the Director of Public Instruction. 

“ However, the idea is that Government should start by giving 
Rs. 50,000 for increasing the pay of teachers. A general all-round increase 
of 5 per cent, would involve a large sum. the number of secondary teachers in 
Bengal is over 20,000 and there are 40,000 primary teachers. If you take 
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the average pay of secondary teachers at as low a figure as say Rs 200 
a year or under Rs. 20 a month, the increase would he 2 lakhs a year If 
you assume that the average pay of the primary school teachers is ^ Re 1(K> 
or a little over Rs 8 a mo^ the amount required would he another two 
lakhs. The grand total for both would on this basis be 4 lakhs a year. 

“I may perhaps remind the Hon’ble the Vice-ldiancellor of what 
Government has already done in recent years to increast^ the pay of 
teachers owing to the Imperial grants. First, take the ease ol’ seeoiidarv 
schools ; lakh is distributed annually among teachers in irnvrvmnout 
and aided secondary schools so as to bring up their salaries to an 
adequate scale. Local allowances of Rs. 50 a month are also given to 
heaJ-masters and head-mistresses of high schools who are in the Subordinate 
Educational Service and of Rs. 20 to assistant head-masters and liead- 
mistresses of high schools who are in the same Service. Allowances of Rs. :^0 
a month are also given to hca l-rnasters of Middle English seliools. It is also 
proposed to spend over 3 lakhs out of the 9 lakhs grant on increasing th(‘ 
salary of teachers in Government High and Middle English sch(K)ls and 
Rs. 1,20,000 in raising the salary of teachers in aideil and unaided High and 
Middle English schools. Our proposals recpiire the sanction of the Secretary 
of State and his orders are awaited. 

•‘As regards aided prlraary schools and maktabs, the pay was undoubt- 
edly low and had been raised by 1908 owing to the recjoipt of what is erilJed 
the Durbar grant, by Re. 1 in the case of untrained, and by Rs. 3 in tli( cast* 
of trained teachers. Since then the salarit‘s of untrained teacluu-s liave b(‘(Mi 
increased by Re. 1 a month and of trained teachers by Rs. 4 a month, at 
a total cost of 5f lakhs a year, bringing up their pay to Rs. 8 and Rs. 11, 
respectively ; besides this, the stipends of teachers under training hav(^ [K*en 
raised to the uniform rate of Rs. 10 a month. Thanks to the 9 lakhs grant, 
the pay of trained teachers in boys’ schools has now becm raistui by bs. 2 
a month so as to bring up their pay to Rs. 13 a month, whih^ Rs. 35,009 have 
been allotted for increasing the pa^^ of teachers in girls’ primary schools. 
These figures will, 1 trust, be sufficient to show that Gov(M*nment havt^ done 
their best to raise the pay of teachers in recent years. The inen^ase in t 
case of untrained teachers is 33j per cent., while ilie pay of trained toaclnu-H 
has nearly been doubled. 1 am afraid that without larger funis, Gov(U*nment 
cannot do more at present. 

“ The creation of a p)rovid(*nt fund is, as I have alnunly said, under 
consideration, but Government is not yet in a position to say what teaohers 
will be admitted to its benefits and on what terms. OoverniiHuit is, howcwer, 
ready to set aside from the 9 lakhs grant the sum mentioned by the Hon’bh* 
the Vice-Chancellor for a teachers’ provident fund as soon as it can be 
started.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Deba Prasad Saubaduikaki said : 

“ My Lord, lam very sorry to be at cross purposes witli my Hon’bh* 
friend opposite. So far as I recollect, we have newer been so. It is a case 
of clear misunderstanding and the whole ol his methodical argument is lost 
on the situation. I did not for a moment think of pressing for an increase in 
the salary of teachers either of Government or of private schools. My 
resolution asks for a contribution towards the creanion of a provident and an 
insurance fund. I am aware that a large amount of spade-work is to be 
done ; that is why I ask for initial organising expenses ; a special omcer 
may have to be appointed, perhaps more than one officer may have to go 
into the whole question and consider as to which schools or (jolleges ought 
to be admitted into the scheme, what class of teachers ought to be 
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ad mil tod and so on. And there is also the question of compulsory admission 
to be considered. And it is for this purpose that I am asking for a fairly 
small amount of money. I do not know what the scope of the Government 
s^ihoine is, but if it covers all the ground I have suggested, and if a reasonable 
scheme is likely to be ready soon, there is no us(^ of my asking for any 
additional sum for the purpose. Four lakhs of rupees, as the Hon^ble 
Mr. O’Malley suggests, would be nothing like adequate towards increasing the 
pay of the teachers. That is not the idea at all. The idea is to star! a fund 
with small contributions from the teachers as well as the emj loyers. As 
regards compulsion, the trained teachers of recognized schools shall l>elong 
to the scheme — so also in the case of professors of recognized colleges. In 
tlie case of primary schools the matter will not certainly be easy, because there 
will be no corresponding controlling authority. The question whether the 
primary schools for which my Hon’ bio friend Bal)U Kishori Mohan Chau- 
dhuri has urged should bo allowed to participate in the scheme or not, may 
b . left over if there l)e insuperable difficulty for present ; if we cannot tackle 
the whole question, tliere is no reason why we should not try to tackle at 
least a part of it. 

Regarding the police expenditure, I am quite at one with the Hon’ble 
Dr. Howells. We should do nothing that would weaken or be detrimental to 
the police force, but I must say that if only Rs. 50,000 is taken out of 
Rs. 96,58,000, the whole of which I am assurecl cannot be spent this year, it 
will not make much difference. 

We have it on tlw authority of the Hon’ble Dr. Howells that other people 
art^ sitting with their hands tied because of the expectation that Government 
are going to do something at the earliest possible o|)portunity. Govornnnmt 
(jaiuiot of course fully finance the 8chem(>, nor do 1 invite the Government to 
do s(X But 1 do invite them to start the fund as soon as possible to which 
teachers as well as their employers will have to coni-ribute. The Government 
may be (jonsidering a bigger scheme in (connection with the whole question ; 
but the (luestiou cannot be taken up unless you first make the special 
provision for organisation which I have suggested. However, if we are 
assured that the sclnone is being considei‘ed in all its aspects and will soon 
b(^ ready, my object is gained. I do not see that, any useful ]>urpose would Ix^ 
served by ])ressing my resolution. I therefore beg to withdraw it.” 

TIuj ri^solutioii was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXIV. 

The Hoii’ble Bahu Kisiioiu Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a sum be set apart for the free distribution of quinine in all 

municipal towns in the Province especially aftected by malaria ; 
and 

(b) the additional sum required over and above the sum of Rs. 3,000 ,, 

already allotted for this purpose be met from General Reserve 
under head ‘‘ 32. — Miscellaneous ” and by reduction of a portion 
of the sums set apart for the last two items under head “ i'O. — 
Police”. 
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Mr. 0\Malley. 


He said : — 

tins resolution 1 tliat distribution of quinint', as 

proposed in the budget, should be more liberal. In August last iny fritmd, tlit‘ 
Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, brought forward iliis question before ^\>ur 
Lordship and the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Hell suggested that the question should 
be properly <lealt with at the budget time. Some assurance was thmi given 
that the Government would do the nee Iful. That is my excust* for l)ringing 
forward this resolution now. I come, my Lord, from a ilistricq, vhajshalii 
which suffers from malaria. 1 have seen thV report of Dr. Benth*y, the Sanitary 
Commissioner, for the year 1915 and it has been notictnl that tin* death-rale 
from fever in most of tlie districts of North Bengal (Birbhum, Nadia and 
some other districts are also very great sufferers) is more than dS per niilh' 
in comparison with the death-rate of ('alcnt ta, which c-oim^s ti^ no morr than 
5 per mille as far as I remember. It is now an admitted fact that a large 
of quinine is the ])rop(U' launedy for checking the progia^ss of fevm*. At Malila 
a travelling dispensary was started and in t lu^ rept)rt 1 notica^ it did useful work. 
Rs. 3,000 or so is provided in the lU'xt year's budget Imt the sum is very 
inadequate especially as the price of (juinim^ has gom^ up very high. 1 think 
the most important duty of tln^ Sanitary Departnumt is to fight out malaria 
first and I cordially acknovvledgi* Your Lordship’s great sym])athy in thi^ 
direction. I, therefore, hope that a libc‘ral grant will bt‘ mad(‘ for the fr»'e 
distribution of quiniiun I know that, in mufassal disptmsaries tlnu-c is a 
great demand for largt^ supplies of quiriimn but t he funds at tlnnr disp >sa] art* 
not enough to cop(‘ with the difficulty. 1 have not nam(‘d a ibdinit.i* sum ; 
all I suggest is that as far as ])ossible a larger grant should bi* made than 
is needed and that by curtailimuit from '* Miscellan(‘ous ” uinhu- head 3i^ and 
some portion may be taken out of tlu^ grant for ])olic(\ In whatever way 
it may bo found my earm^st reqm^st is, — I am a sulbner from malaria 
myself and my districjt is the greati'st, suffman- (aft(‘r Kajshahi comes 
liangpur, Dinajpur, Bogra and Malda), — that snhicitmt. funds should be 
provided. Witli these words J comnumd my resolut ion to tin* accei)t.a nee oi 
the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Maj.ley said : — 

My Lord, I am afraid that the HoiTble Mover of this resolution is under 
<i misapt^rehensiOti as tc) the ol>ject of tln^ ])i*ovision made fo]* tin* dist i*i but jon 
of quinine to municipalities. This grant was first inad(^ about tliree years 
ago when the Surgeon-Gemu'al drew attention to tin* fact that the amount 
of quinino given to jiatients at dispensaries was not enough to cure «o’en 
mild cases of malarial b*V(U\ Inailequate doses ht'ing giv(*ii, jiatients got im 
relief, and not unnaturally people suspect<^(l the v alin* of (punim*. On t lie 
other hand, patent medicines (containing large doses of quiniin^ found a i(*.id\ 
market and were sold at a miudi higlier price. Tin* Surgtcon-Gtuniral iiigc( 
that doses should he sufficient to ensure recovery and cun*, and that nor less 
than one treatment, ^^c., 80 grains, should he given to patients Hufh ring from 
malaria.’ Tt was obvious that if these instructions \vcr(^ givuui effect to. 
some municipalities would have to spend a gool d(‘.al more on the supply oi 
quinine to tlieir dispensaries. Jt was realized that some yioorcu miinK.ipa itn s 
might need financial assistance, and therefon^ Governineiit expresstM i s 
readiness to consider applications for grants-in-aid for inini.cipci i les w jo ( 
income was insufficient to meet the additional (diaige. 


“ At the same time— and I would lay ntreKH on this 
down that the cost of qiiindie in adequate doses was le.gi ima .e P * 

the municipalities and sliould lie boi'iie l.y then;. Ihero v\aK »i 
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Balm Ktshori Mohan Chavdhuri. 

Government ehould supply quinine free but merely that it should help poor 
niuntcipalities to provide enough to cure fever when otherwise patients 
would not get enough. Government must adhere to this principle. It 
is the duty of municipalities to see to the medical relief of those persons 
in municipal limits who cannot afford private doctors and to provide quinine 
like other medicines. Government cannot accept the proposition that it 
should distribute quinine free to municipalities regardless of their oircum- 
staiicep. The criterion must be the means of municipalities and not the 
I)re valence of malaria. Unfortunately, malaria is prevalent in most parts 
of Bengal, and if this resolution was accepted, it might be held to mean 
that Government was expected to provide nearly every munioipalitj’ with 
quinine. This is scarcely practicable. Rich municipalities are perfectly well 
able to provide quinine and cannot expect Government to relieve them of 
this part of their duty. On the other hand. Government steps in where 
expenditure is necessary for the relief of fever which a municipality 
cannot meet. It rests with the municipalities to apply fora grant when 
they want it. 1 have examined the returns for the last three years and find 
that one out of every six municipalities has had a quinine grant. The 
amounts vary according to the financial circumstances of the municipalities. 
Though the price of quinine has risen, most municipalities can give 
sufficient supplies without assistance ; as a rule needy municipalities only 
requii'e a small grant. The amount of Rs. 3,000 has generally been found 
sufficient. In one year it was not sufficient but supplementary grants 
Were made to the municipalities. It is fully expected that the allotment 
will be found sufficient. If it is not, 1 have no doubt that Government 
will by the usual method of administrative routine manage to provide the 
extra amount required. I regret that I cannot recommend this resolution to 
the Council.” 


The Hoii’ble Baku Kishoki Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

“My Lord, I am sorry that I am opposed in this prayer. I know at least 
that for the municipal dispensary at Rainpur Boalia, where the municipal fund 
is not sufficient to make a special grant to the disj)ensary for very useful 
purposes, district board’s assistance is sought, and though there is a rule to 
the etfeefc that tio grant should be made from the district board fund for any 
expenditure within municii>al limits yet simply because the municipal dispen- 
sary benefits a large number of persons residing outside municipal areas more 
than Rs. 1,000 annually is granted from the district board for the purchase of 
quinine. It is in this way that the municipal dispensary is in a position to 
meet the demand. Our most important duty is to combat the progress of 
malaria and Dr. Bentley’s report has made it quite clear that a large use of 
quinine is the most effective remedy. If that is so— and when a large snnount 
is going to be spent for sanitary purposes — I fail to understand why adequate 
provision should not be made to fight against malaria. 1 am told that more 
than Rs. .5,(K)0 will not be required, but as 1 have just now submitted there 
is a necessity, and I know of some municipal dispensaries, as, for instance. 
Dinajpur, where more quinine is necessary, but the municipal fund is not 
sufficient. Moreover, the price of quinine has gone up and that is an addi- 
tional reason why help should be given. All 1 suggest is that provision be 
made : if there is no special demand and if the Council think that it can be 
mot in any other way the money will not be spent. But for emergency a 
larger provision is necessary. I cannot accept that a provision of Rs. 3.000 
will be sufficient for the whole province and therefore 1 press for the decision 
of the Council.” 
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A division was tlion taken with the followinf? result 
Ayes— 9. 

A fiefi — 
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The Hou’ble Dr. Nilratun Sarkar. 

Mr. Aminur Hahinan. 


Wheeler, k.c.I.k.. 


.:kAaudhuri.®“^“ Urojen.ira Kishor Ray Tne^H^n'ble Mr. N. ]>. BeaUoa Bell, c.s.i. 


The Hon’ble Rai Debeuder Chiiiider Ghose 
Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
j-i Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan 

Ohaadhnri. 

The Hon’blo Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

„ Baba Kishori Mohan Chau- 
dhuri. 


^ * euson-Moore, 

Tin* li(>nM)le Mr. . 1 . H. Kerr, I’.sj., c.i.k. 

” »» Mr. .]. Donald, r.i.K. 

- Mr. L. S. S. D’M:iiley. 

” ’’ Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

I Lti.-Golonel W. . 1 .* Ruchimarn 

1 .I.K., I.M.S. 

Tlie H. . 11 * 1)10 Mr. H. JS )ni|,.»a. 

” ” W. Woi-iImw (irl h. 

” ” Mr. ('. K. Bayne. 

'• " Mr. K. B. H.‘ Baiitoii. 

Natli Miikharji 

Hahailur, B.s.o. 

The Hou’l)!i. Mr. J. Muckenri... 

” '■ Mr. W. II. H. Arileu-M'ooil 

C.l.E. ’ 

The Hon’hle Mr. li. GUmi. 

,, Rev. Dr. (t. Howells, 

„ Kiiinar Shih Shekhareswar Ray. 

», Mr F. W. (hirter, c.r.K. 

M Mr. W. F. Crum. 

M Mr. E. n. Eden. 

,, Khan Sahib Arnan Ali. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

»* Kai Mahendra (Miandfa Mitra 

Bahatiur. 


The following nieniherH al>sl)aine(J from voting : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provasli ChLind( 3 r Mitter. 

11 11 Mr. Aitaf Ali. 


The following memliors were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. (J. T. (ribbons, k.c. 

,, the Nawab Bahadur of Mur8hida[)ad. 

Sir Raj<‘ndra Nath Mookerjo(\ k.(m.e. 

,, ,, Raja Hrishikt'sh Lalia, (m.i:. 

M the Maharajad hiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

,, Mr. Ariin Chan<lra Singlia. 

,, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

,, Mr. E. A. Martin. 

,, ,, Mr. H. R. A. Irwin. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdulla-al-Mainun Suhrawardy. 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. FazPul-Haq. 

7. ,, Babti Bhab(;ndra (Jliandra Ray. 

Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

,, Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, e.i.E. 

M ,, Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

M V Babu Ainl)ika CMiaran Mazumdar. 


The Aj^’es being 9 and the Noes 25, the resolution was lost. 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XIX. 

The Hon’ble Mu. Provash Chunder Mitter moved the following Resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the., sum 
of Rupees six lakhs and sixty-four thousand provided for the construction 
of buildings in connection with the partition of the district of Midnaput 
be omitted. 


He said : — 


My Lord, I am aware that the details of the partition scheme were 
settled after full discussion ; but I believe that these schemes were settled 
before the Bengal Government, wdth the approval of the Government of 
India, decided upon the experiment of appointing non-official chairmen of 
District Boards and also before the announcement of the progressive realiza- 
tion of responsible government was made by the Secretary of State for India 
in Council in August last year. These are two very important aspects 
regarding the future administration of the various districts in this Province. 

As regards the administration of District Boards by non-official chairmen 
there are two important points which bear upon the administration of a 
district. In the first place, a good deal of the magistrate-chairman’s time 
used to be taken up by the administration of the affairs of District Boards. 

In the second place, if the official-chairman has to discharge his duties 
without the assistance of a whole-time official he will find himself in a position 
of great difficulty if his charge be a ^■ery heavy one, such as the district of 
Midnapur with an area of 5,114 square miles, a population of 2,082,000 and a^ 
income of six lakhs of rupees. Under the proposals which found acceptance 
with the Government this district is to be divided into two portions — one with 
an area of 2,688 square miles and a population of a little over one million and 
the other with an area of 2,467 square miles and a population of one million 
seventy thousand and odd. If a non-official chairman has to discharge his 
duties satisfactorily, an area and a population like the above will be too 
much for him, unless he has some permanent official to assist him. If the 
Government proceeds with the buildings at Kharagpur, the proposed head- 
quarters of one of the two districts and if it is afterwards found that the 
districts should be divided into three, and if the non-official chairman has no 
official assistance, the result will be that the money will be thrown away. 
We have examples of such waste — if I may make use of that expression — 
about the buildings of the new capital of Dacca. 

I desire to make it clear that I am not opposed to the partition of 
districts if necessities of the situation require such partition. But I am 
opposed to spending money in bricks and mortar where there is a very 
reasonable chance of such money being thrown away. 

Then, my Lord, the reforms as well as the experiment of appointing non- 
official chairmen may affect the district administration in other ways. It 
may be that when the District Magistrate is relieved of his important duties 
with regard to the administration of the District Board and when some other 
department is created as a sequence of the reforms, divisions of the districts on 
other lines may become necessary. For these reasons I ask that this work be 
kept in abeyance for the present. I may mention incidentally that there are 
two partition schemes — one regarding Mymensingh and the other regarding 
Midnapur. In the case of the former, arrangements have been made for the 
acquisition of land. I do not object to this as-you will have land instead of 
money ; but I am opposed to spending on bricks and mortar because there is 
a cl^ance of the money being thrown away. I, therefore, suggest to the 
Oouhcil that the amount may be kept in abeyance for the present.” 
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nr points 

Mr. Mitter, I should like to make a few ^▼enerai 

this debate regarding these partition schemes. 


raised liy iny 
general observations 

that last year, as on the present (>ccasion!‘wThad a large numlle'^'" 
proposing that the money allotted for the partition of tZse 
Mymensingh and Midnapur, should be diverte<l to oth 


Ho I blt> friend , 
on tlie eour.se of 
will 

rt'moiiiliei 

rge number of res.iluiions 
two distriets. 


laudable purposes no doubt in most cases, 1.0^ >;Vr; ImKr-rt:-!' Th ! 
schem^ tor which provision has been made in the budget with the . 
of the Government of India and the approval of the Flnlnc N > nih t e d 
this ^oanoil This year we have exactly the same position, and a parent y 
some of the Members of this Council contemplate that we should have .V uil 
dress debate or a whole senes of full dress debates annually on the wl ol 
question of the policy of partitioning these heavy district! Now ilu'se 
partition schemes will cost a great deal of money, and they cannot be carn!l 
out in a single year. Provision will have to be made in the bud<mt for 
several years -to come, and I suggest to the Council that it is rather .i waste of 
time to have a full dress debate annually on the propriety of providing funds 
for these schemes. It is also a very unbusinesslike proceeding from oih(>r 
points of view. The Council decided by a large majority la.st year that 
provision for these schemes should stand, and that Government should iro 
ahead with the schemes. Well, we have gone ahead with the schemes In 
Midnapur, we have begun burning bricks, we ha%'e comiileted the lay-out of 
the now station at Hijli, and we are ready to start putting up buildings next 
financial year ; in Mymensingh, we have had a small army of officms of all 
departments, sanitary officers, public works officers and so on, .‘xamining sites 
taking levels, and carrying out all those preliminary arrangements which have 
to be gone through before building operations can liegin in a swampy district 
like Mymensingh. Just thinK what it would mean, now that we have 
embarked on this programme, if the officers of Government wlx) have to 
carry out those schemes never knew from year to year whethm- funds wouhl 
be provided for the proposal. If Government refused them funds after the 
schemes had made a start, they would have to discharge their oontractors, 
paying them compensation no doubt, disband their staft’, relinquish their 
brickfields and let valuable materials lie rotting in the open. This way of 
doing business is clearly impossible, and 1 submit that as a Imsitiesslike 
body this Council ought to let these schemes proceed and not interfere with 
the modest sums which have been put in the budget for the coming year. 


“ In these circumstances, it is not necessary for me to repeat what was 
said last year in justification of these schemes. I only want to say one thing 
and it is relevant to what the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter has said, that the main 
object of these schemes is not to relievp overworked officials or to make 
them more comfortable. The main object is to increase the welfare and 
comfort of the inhabitants of the districts concerned. Reforms are in the 
air. We hope, in a few weeks, to introiluce a Bill which contains our pr<^>- 
posals for a comprehensive scheme of local self-government, under which 
the people in the villages will be able to manage their own affairs and make 
such improvements, as they may desire, in the matter of sanitation, primary 
education and so forth. It is quite clear that no .schemes of this kind can 
be worked in overgrown districts like Midnapur and Mymensingh. The 
District Officer, under existing conditions, can barely carry out his current 
work. He has no time to initiate any new departures and he has no leisure 
fc get into touch with the leaders of the rural population who ultimately 
will be responsible for carrying out these reforms in local self-government 
from which this Council rightly hopes a great deal. 

/‘Then, the Hon’ble Member has mentioned the case of non-official 
chairmen of district boards. I think ho probably realizes that it is quite 
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impossible for a non-ofticial chairman, however capable and &el£-8acrificing, 
to take charge of a district like Midnapur or Mymensingh, even if he was 
willing to give up the whole of liis time to the service of the Hoard. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Mitter has said, as he said last year, that he is no 
enemy to partition schemes as such. I only wish I could count on him as 
a real warm-hearted friend. At the present time, it seems to me that he is 
highly neutral rather than really friendly. Last year, his reason for moving 
the postponement was that the estimates were not ready and that the future 
financial position was uncertain. He now suggests that the Midnapur 
scheme should be indefinitely postponed, in vi('W of the fact that the coming 
constitutional changes may necessitate the reconsideration of the policy of 
partition of districts. Now, there are two ways in which the changes may be 
taken to affect the size of districts ; one is that l)y a re-distribution of work, 
and making over a large amount of work to non-official agencies, it may be 
possible for the District Officers to run big districts like Mymensingh and 
Midnapur. 1 may say at once that tlu're is not the slightest doubt that, 
whatever form the changes may take, the work of tlie District Officers, as 
such, is bound to be increased. 1 cannot prophesy anything about the 
political changes whudi may come in this (Jouncil and in the higlier branches 
of the administration, but whatever may happtm, w(‘ shall certainly have 
a great development of activity in the matter of rural self-government, and 
that is bound to throw an enormous amount of work on the District Officer. 
Moreover, unless the District Officer is in a position to attend to that sort of 
work, we cannot hope for success within th(‘ next generation at any rate. 
I think, therefore, that the Council may at once dismiss from its considera- 
tion any idea that it will be possible to maintain these large districts in their 
present form when the constitutional reforms come into force. 


‘‘ The other alternative, which is mentionc^d by the Hon’ble Mover, is 
that it may be found necessary, in view of these reforms, to subdivide 
districts into smaller units than are proposed in the scheme which is now 
before the Council. All I have to say about this is that the scheme for the 
partition of Midnapur involves the creation of two districts of about 2,500 
square miles each, one with a population of over a million, and the other with 
a population of over a million and-a-Iialf. If the constitutional reforms neces- 
sitate our dividing districts into smaller units than this, then the expenditure 
will !)(' enormous. Then* are 16 districts with an area of over 2,500 square 
miles and 13 districts with a population of over a million and-a-half. 
Districts not exceeding 2,500 square miles in area and with a population not 
exceeding 1 J millions may be regarded as fairly manageable districts under 
the present system of administration. If we are to create another 20 or 
30 districts in the Presidency as it stands, 1 am afraid the realization of 
the reforms will be indefinitely delayed. This, my Lord, is surely not a 
consummation which is desired l)y most Hon’ble Members of this Council. 


''Coming down to the practical effects of the proposals in regard to 
Midnapur, the non-recurring expenditure of six lakhs, which is referred to in 
the resolution, will be incurred in erecting buildings in two places. There is 
first the new district headquarters at Hijli near Kharagpur and, secondly, the 
new subdi visional headquarters at Jhargram. It happens that 1 am well 
ac'quainted with the local conditions of Midnapur, as it was my good fortune 
to serve there as District Officer. 1 can, therefore, tell the Council something 
about these places. Kharagpur is undoubtedly at the present day the most 
important place in the district and its importance is likely to increase. It is, 
as Hon’ble MemVjers may be aware, the junction of the railway lines from 
Calcutta to Madras and from Calcutta to Bombay, and there is also a line 
running up to the coal-fields. It is also an important pilgrim centre 
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and emigration cenire, and its position as a railway junction must make 
it an increasingly important trade centre So f ir ‘ ‘ ; i ! • 

a place which will always be suitable tor a distrlt headq.iaiteis Shatever 
further derelopments in the way of new divisions of the district inai become 
necessary, hvc,, if in the dim future it should l.e f ,und necessary 'to divTle 
tTie soiltliei n Midnapui (Ijstiicl. further, perhaf)K hy t he creation of *1 dirttriet 
With It6 headquarters at Coiitai along the Hay of ningal, it niav he^ ‘regarded 
as certaui that Kharagpur wdl always he a suitable place for t h‘e headduarters 
of the district containing the thickly populated areas of Taniluk, Panchkura 
and Saliang. 


The case of dhargrain is rather different. It is in tlu^ centri'of the 
aboriginal area. A subdivision is urgtnitly required for this area and is 
indeed a necessary corollary of the recent h^glslation whicli has been passinl 
in this Council, restricting the alienation of land by Santhals. That legisla- 
tion will, as the Council have n*alized, throw a groat dt'al of work on tlic 
executive officers of Govtuniinont , and it would bo quite iinpossibb‘ for that 
work to be dealt with so long as the subdi visional headfiuarters of tin* 
aboriginal area is at Midnapiir, 80 or 40 miles away, and s(» long as t he Sadar 
subdivision of Midiiapur is an unwieldy area of over 2,000 s(|uar(‘ miles. 
For the proper working of the new Af^t. tin* pn^sence* of responsibh* cx(‘cutlv(^ 
officers of Government on the spot, in tlie aboriginal area is absolutely 
essential ; and the Council may lx* assur(‘d that once a subdivision has b(‘tni 
created there, there will be no nec(‘ssity for its n'lnoval for g(‘nerations to 
come. As a Scotsman mysfdf. 1 sympathize with tin* (caut ion displayed by my 
Hon’hle friend, Mr. Mitter, but I think he is showing himself unduly (cautious. 
I can assure tdie Hon’ble M(‘anl)er and th(^ (^nincil that there an* no grounds 
for appreh(mding that W(* shall be prejudicing the constitutional r(*formH or 
laying up t rouble for our succ(*ssorH if we go aln^ad with tin* Hch(‘m(‘ as it 
stands. There is no reason for In^sitating to carry out this scln*mc whi(‘h is 
the result of more than ten ye^ars’ investigation and C()nsid(n*ati()n. 1 trust, 
therefore, that the Council will (uidorse the decision whi(*h was f)assed last 
year and allow this provision to stand, so that we can get on with the 
schemes.” 


The llon’ble Mu. Provash CfiUNDEif MrrTPUi said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, my friend, the llfMi’bh^ Mr. Kerr, has pointed out that there* 
was a (lisCLission last yeuir on this question and in vi(*w of tJje eriticisms 
of Government, it was hardly nee*e8sa?*y to raise* this eliscussion tins year. 
But I submit that the two points I have rair,ed are f)oints whie h have arisen 
since the eliscussion took place last ye»ar. That l>ehig so. the^ first few 
obsen'vatioiis of my Hoii’ble^ frienel luive hardly any hearing e)n the^ points 
I have raised. I have not, lor example, suggesteel that the3 money saved by 
keeping this scheme in abeyance be sf)eiit on sanitation or other matters as 
some of my friends have said. 1 have not, for example, suggested that tin* 
ol)ject of these schemes is to inak(i the District Officer more comfortabh* , 
1 did not say this cither this year or last y(^ar. 1 may remind my 
friend that my object is just the object he has, namely, to make tlie adminis- 
tration more efficient. The whole question of the location of the principal 
towns in the districts may have to be revised. 1 have put forward my 
point of view before the Council as I f(‘el it my duty to do so. I do nor 
want to press this resolution to. a division, and I leave the matter at tiie 
hand of the Government so that it may not he said afterwards t lat this money 
was thrown away and that the point was not raised. 


The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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Maulvi Ahul Kaaem ; The President ; Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadihkari. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XX. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the amount 
allotted for the construction of buildings in connection with the partition of 
Midnapur and for acquisition of lands in Mymensingh be not spent during the 
next year. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, after the discussion that has taken place on the last resolu- 
tion I do not think it will serve any useful purpose l)y moving this resolution. 
I think Your Excellency is convinced that the consensus of opinion, so far 
as the-non-official members are concerned, is that they think that expenditure 
on the partition of Midnapur and Mymensingh could be delayed for a year 
or so and that the money be spent on other matters, but as w’e have had a fuH 
discussion on this matter I beg leave to withdraw the resolution 

The resolution was then,, by leave of the President, withdrawn 
The President said : — 

“ 1 liave received a request from the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Huq for the 
postponement of resolutions Nos. XXV and XXVI to a later period in the 
day on tlie ground that he is detained by professional duty in the High Court. 
1 am anxious to go, as far as I can, in meeting the convenience of the Hon’ble 
Members, and I am willing to accede to his request on this occasion, but 
I would ask the Council not to regard this a precedent wliich is to be 
followed in future. Alterations made in the order paper of business cause 
considerable inconvenience to other Hon’ble Members ; and 1 tliink it 
is undesirable that such alterations should be made unless very good reason 
for so doing can be shown. In this connection, I draw a distinction between 
a request for postponement by a Hon’ble Member on the ground that he is 
detained by an engagement of a public or sem-official cliaracter and that of 
an Hon’ble Member who asks for postponement on the grounds that he is 
iletained by an engagement of a professional or private character. There is 
to my mind a clear distinction between the two cases ; in the case of 
Mr. Provash Cliunder Mitter he was unable to be present at the meeting of 
Council because he was detained by an engagement of a public or, we may 
say, of a semi-official character. I hope, therefore, as I have said 
before, that though I am going to accede to the request of the Hon’ble Maulvi 
on this occasion, Hon’ble Members will not perhar s regard this as a precedent 
for the future. Unde** these circumstances, the next item (No. XXVII) will 
be moved by the Hon’ble the Vice-(diancellor.” 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXVII. 

The Hon’ble Dk. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari moved the following 
Resolution — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(c) a provision may be made in the Budget for Rs. 2,00,000 to be 
divided between Calcutta and the inufassal in such proportion 
as the Government may think fit for giving building grants to 
unaided high schools ; and 

{b) the said sum be taken out of the grant of Rs. 6,75,000 for works 
in progress and new works in connection with the reorganiza- 
tion of the subordinate police in Eastern Bengal. 
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He said ; — 

“My Lord. I listened to the reply of tiie Honble the Director of Pul)lie 
Instruction in connection with the rcHolution of the Hon’hle Mauivi Ahiil 
Kaeem higher up in the list. But the ground covcu*ed hy this resolution is 
somewhat different from that of the Hon'ble Mauivi. My suggestion 
is not to devote the whole of this grant for the purpob^e of tiuaneiug any 
one scheme of building, but to give such assistance to deserving private 
schools as may possibly help them to complete any seheiiH* tlmt they may have 
in view. I indicated some featun^s of that sclieme last y<\ar and have 
also done so tliis year elsewhere and 1 crave leave to bring it before' this 
Council in order to enable it to judge whether liv\\) of the kind that 1 ask for 
ought not to be granted. My Lord, it is well known that most of our sehc^ds 
are very badly housed. I do not think any one can claim exemption from the 
blame in this respect. We neodcnl and need no elaborate results to arrive 
at that result. The question is entirely oin^ of resources. I recognize that 
Government have tlieir own burden with regard to their own institutions. I 
also recognize that they are doing their best to eope with the responsibility. 
But there is a large number of other schools with regard to which such lu'Jp 
ought not to be altogether withheld. The second class of schools, nanu'ly, 
aided schools gets Government ludp umb'r certain conditions. I>ut a largt' 
number of private unaided schools are very badly housed and under noeirenm- 
stances can they cope with the housing problem unless some help of t he kind 
that I am asking for on their behalf is fort hconiing. 1 rccognizi*, my Lord, 
that it is not possible for Government or any public body to finance' them to 
the fullest extent or anywhere near it. It is only small sums that can he 
granted to them and that is what 1 ask for. My scheme' would be shortly 
somewhat as follows : — 


Where a school is doing fairly good work, is able to show some funds to 
its credit and is able to 'induce some building syndicate or company tc^ 
builei a school-house for it, according to approvenl plans — tlieu'e 1 would 
invite help of the kind that I am suggesting. If a school is able to show 
that help would be necessary for building a school^house and il it is able' to 
induce some one to take up the building we)rk and invest thirty-live themsand 
rupees, 1 would invite Government to grant it tern, filtv>e‘n en* twenty 
thousand rupees, as the case may so that the syndicate^ in ejuostion 

may have, what we call in legal parlance, a margin of security to start with 
and with this margin and the first charge on t lie^ projierty to lK^ built the 
building firm or syndicate will be expected to make the noeessary advaiuos. 
and to build the house. Seemingly complicated as the selieme may ajipear, 
it is really simplicity itself when applied. It is iK>t every sehnnl that can do 
it but some would be prepared to do it— certainly in Calcutta, it not in the 
mufassal. That is why 1 have not indicated what tlie proportion ol the grant 
will be in mufassal. The firm which takes up the building work could be, pnHi 
a settled amount every montli to cover interest at a rate* agi(*(‘C ’ i ^^\ia 

the municipal taxes, repairing charges and upkeep ^ i x \ 

be a sinking fund out of which the balance of debt <lne 1<> llie bud.bw n.a b< 
paid in a number of years that may range from twenty to • 

More than the 'present scale of rent ^ ^ 

the various charges I have indicated, and a slight increase in -i'. i , 

may also be necessary to meet the extra cost. Pins incvase 
be insisted on in all the schools within t I k- area, K^^^He ‘‘y * 
he unhealthy competition and educational efficiency wi , ^ . i , 

like this would provide in. time suitable 
reasonable cost, towards which the present generation as 
the Government and the public will alike have con n >u e 


There .regeneral outlines whiol. 1 venture uj place 
•of thie Council and of the Department. I have been anaiouely th.nking ] g 
about this housing scheme and I could not think 
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this. We are always complaining of bad houseft regarding various schools. 
There are schools which cannot be help<_*.d in any way but in this ; there are 
good schools which are very l>adly housed and it is ])articularly so in (Calcutta. 
And my obj('Ct is to help those schools. 

Ueference has been made alxmt the difficulty of building in war rime. I 
am not aware that (n-en after tlie war we shall be in a better jHJsition. It will 
make very lit.il(‘ difference whether W(‘ build now or four or live years hemce. 
The remedy is the htdp that I have suggested in my resolution. A good 
b(‘gin(iing may be mad(^ even with a lakh of rupees. If my schenu' is 
accepted the details can bs worked out later on. I have discussed my scheme 
with many gentlenum and tln^y have ag!*eed with me. At least no better 
scheme has yet be(Mi suggested, and I would therefore commend this resolution 
for the acceptance of the (h)uncil. ’ 

The Hon’ble Mn. Wokdswohtii said : — 

My Lord, the Hon’ble the Vice-t ’hancellor is well aware of the efforts 
that the officau's of the Education Departmejit aia* making and have made for 
years to bring al)Out improvtummts in this n^speet, and Ifon’ble Members will 
be aware that tln^ I ns{)(^ctors^)f the E lucarion Dt^partinent have beim strongly 
attacked hert* and elsewht‘re for tln^si^ (efforts. If. therefore, on behall of 
Gov('.rnmtmt 1 oppose the n^solulion brought forward l)y the Hon’ble the Vdee- 
Chanctdlor, lie and tin* Council will (dearly understand that I d(j so not 
through any want of syiiipathy witli tln^ obj(U*t which the Hon’ble the Vice- 
Chancadlor lias at In^art. I liavt* aha^ady this morning indicated the policy of 
(loverninent in tlu^ matt(U’ of assisting schools to obtain sites, buihiings 
and host(‘ls, and it is unneci^ssary for me to rt'peat what 1 hav'e said. W(' 
liave oui- policy deffinitely laid down in (jur grant-in-aid ruh^s. These are not 
merely legulations for conv(*ni(‘nce in spending mon(\v but dtmote the definite 
policy o[ (Government in tin* matt(*r of assisting schools to rem(*dy defects 
l)y grants-in-aid. ddn^y do not pri'cliide a school from leceiving a 
building grant bc^cause it is technically an unaid(Ml school, or in other words 
b(‘cause it dcH^s not receive a recurring maint(‘nance grant. Any school may 
a])ply for and obtain a building gi*ant if it is pn^pared to acce])t the obligations 
which such a grant must impose under our grant-in-aid rules. What the 
Hon’ble tin* Vic(*-(diancellor now asks us to do is to d(*part from our 
j olicy in tin* interest of c(M-tain schools in (Calcutta, when^ ]u-actically all 
schools are unaided. We hav(^ a policy which is clear and defiuiti* by 
whicdi we work, and from which W(* are now asked to d(*part in favour of 
a scheme which is but faintly outliiH‘d and at present doi^s not appear 
to offer any ])rospect of success. 1 should lx* diffident about saying this if I 
were to trust entirely to my inttu'pretation of the r(*marks with which th(‘ 
Hon’ble the Vict*-( diancellor has supported his resolution, but I find that the 
matter was dis(;ussed in this Council a year ago and that it has also formed thti 
subject of corrc'spondenct* betw(*en tlie llon’bb* tin* Vice-Chanc(*ller and the 
l)ir('c*torof Public; Instruction. The proposals have l>i*en communicated to the 
Education Deparimeid by the* Ilon’ble the Vice-(diancellor. Tht^y have been 
examined both within the Director’s office and outside ; they have l eceived 
careful attention, and I find that the decision of the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell 
is, that the schtmie is unworkable, and that this d(K*ision has been 
rc'ported to Government. I need nut go into elaborate details but I would 
inforjn the Council that to build any satisfactory sch(X)l in Calcutta on a new 
site is estimated to cost on a rough calculation at least Ij lakhs. If Govein- 
ment gave towards this that part of tlie cost which at pn*sont its grant-in-aid 
rules permit, there would still remain two-thirds of the capital cost to be 
met by the school, apparently in the form of a moitgage. This mortgage will 
be given to a building s(x*iety A building society, 1 understand, is not likely 
to take up the work in a purely disinterested way and the scheme will have 
to be put on a firm financial basis. To meet this the school would pay rent * 
covering the cost of repairs, taxes and other expenses. I find a suggestion 
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in our correspondence that this rent should be fixed at 10 per cent. pay 

this, the school will have to make a large working profit every year. Now, 
my Lord, it is our contention that no school can inakt^ i liis profit if ii is 
properly worked, and that no school ought to b ^ in a position to make this 
prmt. If a school is prepared, as suggeste 1 by the llon’bh' the Vi(*«»- 
Chancellor, to raise its fees with a view to some sueli scheme, it is ditlienlf to 
see why it is not prepared to raise its fees to create a iuicKmis which in a h'w 
years would enable it to come forward to CTOvernment and ask for a grant 
under our grant-in-aid rules. I rept^at tlie scheme has been examiiuHl in tin' 
Director’s office and as a result of that examination I am not able lo rei-om- 
mend to the Council to accept the resolution. 

Unaided schools, t hat is. schools whicii do not nu'eive regular men! lily 
grants, may be unaiderl for various i-easons, perh:i|)S bt^caust- inefficiency 
stands in the way, |>^rhaps because fund.s are net available ; perhaps biu'anst' 
they are not anxious to come under the. Education l)ei);irt fiumt. prtderringlhcir 
own way to the obligation of working according to tln^ standards laid down 
by Grovernment. For tliese last, I respectfully su bmit , we should not incur 
any obligation. If they wish us to incur obligation, tlu'y should on tlndr \Mivt 
be prepared to accept what corresponds to that obligation ; if a school not 
prepared to ask for a grant on the terms on wliicli Govtoniment is pi* ‘par(»d 
to give one, I do not see why Government should contemplate dt‘parling from 
these terms in its interest. As I have said, we an* jireparcd to give 
unaided schools building grants if tht‘y are prepared to acci^pt tlie obligations 
that we consider (losiral)lt^ in thi^ inttn-ests of (uliu^at ional (‘fficiioicy. Wo 
hav(.^ during the last five years givtui unai<led sidiools building giants to tin* 
total of Rs. 1,04, ()()(), whiles a grant of Rs. ir>,00() nnnains to bo paid as soon as 
a p:irti(?ular scliool has comj^leted its building. When an nnaidcil school 
counts up with a reasont^d sclieiim and is jin^pared to accept t,ln‘ obligation Wf^ 
sliall give it full consideration. lUitfortin* reasons, already indicat(*,d, I am 
unable to accept this rcisolution I would also mention a furthm* spei'lal 
reason, that a survey of the scdiools and of tin* edmiat ional (ainditions of 
Calcutta is at present lunng comph^ted by a capable olliei'i* of the (b'l >art men t. 
It is expected that his rejiort will soon la* subinitti^d, aixl from what In* lias 
already told me of his einiuiry, it is probable that ini[>rov(iin(‘n 1 s will dt'inand 
mucli bolder measures than t hose the Hoii’ble tin* Vic(‘-( dianccdlor lias recom- 
mended to the Council this morning,” 


The Hon’ble Dk. Dkba Pkasad Sarbadhikaki said : — 

‘‘My Loi’d, a reference has lieen m ido to the attacks on Mr. Wordsworth s 
Inspectors here and elsewhere. If I wore he, I should not mind tliem, hut go 
on doing my work. Wlionever then^ has been occ*asion Ine e or (ds(3wher(*, 
I have borne willing testimony to the (*xcellent w<^rk that tlie I nspc'sctfirs do 
and the assistance that we receivm from tlnmi, but for wliicdi our work in the 
Tlniversity would have been w(dl-nigh impossil>h». So far as he and 1 are 
concerned, that question does not arise. 

“ With regard to the grant-iii-aid for buildings and their conditions, I do 
not suggest that they should bo relaxed, i^xcept in so far as the buibiings 
society may have to be given priority of charge for tlie purpose of liuding a 
large balance that has boon provided for. Tliis is a mitter capable o£ easy 
adjustment. Then in Calcutta for the very modest scliool-houseH, for which 
Rs. 1,50,000 is estimated, that can easily be cut down. We have our 
experiences of these things. If matters are closely scrutinized I know we 
ought to be able to build cheaper than Mr. W'ordsworr h’s advisiirs are 
prepared to do. 

ThSn again no interest will have to be paid on w aat the scbcx>l 
committees will be asked to bring and' the Government will be prepared to 
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grant. 'J'hat will make the charge less than it would otherwise be. 

And if between the school contribution and the Government contribution, we 
can contribute one-third or jL»ne-fourth of the requisite sum it will be the 
balance upon which the interest in favour of the building societj^ will run. 
Therefort* that nec^d not present insuperable difficulties in the way. It ia not 
a question of j)rofit the schools will he making with regard to any portion of 
the working expense and it g(jt*s without saying that they will have to pay better 
for having better scliool-houset*. Of course if th(‘ building survey to which 
reference has b(*en made is proceeded with and a larger measure of help results 
after that surve y, tljen my object will have ht eii more* than obtained. But we 
cannot conceal from ourselves the fact that each day lost in bettering our 
schools is a day lost in improving education m gcuieral. Two eminent 
civilians and an Inspector of iSchools have b(‘cm told off t-o find out the obvious. 
And wlieii tliey find it arid report on M we shall be no better off if we are 
not prepared to fiml means for improvement. These 8Urv(*y w'ould be worse 
than useless if the result is mere stilling of useful hut l)adly housed and badly 
managed institutions. Of c*ourse larger pioblems art* now confronting us 
and (uigaging the careful attention of the* expe rts. But h(‘tter housing njust 
take; the first [dace in the items of school improvement schemes. 
Rs. 1 ,75,000, to my mind, will be inadequate for the ])Urpose and that is 
wliy 1 have suggested that more may be provided so that in l egard to schemes 
which may commend themH(dv(‘s to the authoritii^s tljey may he at once taken 
up. Having regard to the survey to which Mr. Wordsworth has referred 
and awaiting its result 1 do not wish to press the resolution.’’ 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXVIII. 

'Bhe Hon’hle Du. Deba Pkasad Sarbaohikaki moved the following Resolu- 
tion : — 

This ('ouncil recommends to the Governor in ('ouncil that — 

(n) a sum of Rs. 50,000 b(‘ provided in the lUidget ior preparation of 
text-books in English and vernaculars for use in Classes I to 
VIII in High Schools, including tt*xt-hooks on sanitation and 
hy^gieme : 

(i) the said sum he taken out of the ])rovision of Rs. h6,58,00() under 
head Police, District Executive Force. 


He said : — 

“My Lord, the reason why 1 thought of wording the' retfolution ‘ for 
jireparatioii of t(‘xt>books in English and vernaculars ’ is that the hooks in 
vernacular may be used in the lower classi'S and that the English hooks may 
he used in som(‘ of the higher classes. That is in accordance with the scheme 
that, I shouhl like to put forward for more efficient teaching in our schools. 
As Your Excellency ohservtnl elsewhere t he other day the teaching of English 
in our schools is weak. Till we can secure a l»etter class of teachers 
and can think of methods that will be more (‘ffective, the scheme that I should 
like to put forward might have a trial. The scheme is shortly this. If we 
divide the school course roughly into three pericKls of three yc^ars (*ach the 
first thr(H> years of teaching would be principally in vernacular and the readers 
that 1 sliould like to prescribe during these years would cover a large range, 
readers that will be literature first and t(*xt-hooks afterwards, readers that 
would deal with short and simph* truths of science and history and without 
unduly loading the young mind give him a range of knowh dge which will 
be useful to him in after-life and might not have to he studied as examination 
subjects. In ord(*r to do that we vrottld want a vevy carefully*^ pref)ared 
series of text-books. While doing that he may be taken over the elements of 
the English language through the medium of a vernacular under a systeln 
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Himilar to that which was in vogue many years ago an ! witli excellent results. 
In the second stage of three years we would likt* to have some readers in simple 
English covering the ground covered hy the Vernacular n^aden s and framed in 
a way tliat even the terminology in the v'ornaculars can he identified easilv. 
Thus the subjects can be taught again tlirough \\io medium of F^nglisli and 
during the same period of three years a more diHicult sei ies of vernacular 
riders would be given covering groumls that the boy would have to takt' 
dttring the last three yt^ars of liis study. In that way thm' will be 
simultaneous teaching through the medium of English and \\‘rna(‘ular and 
this would go on right through tlfe nine years of H(*hool-(*ou rse. Wr had a 
system like this many yt>ars ago when I claim that English was btUtto* taught 
than now. Proofs of that systcun are visibh^ evtm to-day. I do not suggest 
that privatt^ enterprise should at all b(‘ intt‘rl\‘re(l with, hut wln*n one(*the pace 
has bc'en set tlien^ is no doubt r(H]uisitt‘ books would b(‘ fort hc(uning. If this 
prinoiph^ ebmmends itself to (Tovernment, we might riiakt' a small ht*giiining 
with regard to subjc'cts about which tlnn*e can l>t‘ nodoubi, naimdy, hooks 
of the kind that I sugg<*st h(M*e — books on sanitation and hygitnn' and 
subjects which has not betm attemj>tiMl yet. Rs. 50, ()()() will not ht' ai all too 
much for an object like this and it would serve a stM‘ondary t)in-pose as widl — 
it would provide reachn-s on sulijects that (*ould not olluM-wisi^ be st‘curt'(l. I 
hope the Couiudl would bo unanimous ovtu* the (juesf ion of hygitnit* rt>adtM*s, 
although I remember there' was a dissemtienl voices wlum Mr. Irwin’s jirojiosal 
was btdore tln‘ (oiuncil. If hygiene and sanitation art^ to he' tauglii in selnxils 
they cannf)t be more effectively taught than in the way 1 sugge^st. 'rhe>se' who 
rememben- l>al)U Raelhika Prassanna Mukhe‘rje‘e*’H hook on hygiene which was 
a text-hook thirty or forty ye'ars age), re*membtn* Imw simple' truths we*r<‘ 
con ve've'd. Since then we' have hael e'xcelh'ut b()e>ks by Dr. (yhunilal Bose 
and o! he'rs. But my object will not be' accomplisheei by t he' boe)kH that we^ 
are' speaking of, namedy, that the same subje'ct she)uld be' taught through tlio 
medium of Veiuiacular and English at elifferent hcIkk)! stage's. To consider 
this que'stion at dost' (|uarters I ask fe)r a small subsidy to be* useMl foi* 
organising the' we)!*k. There^ is a text-book ce)niniittee) anel tiie* ele‘}>art me'ut al 
machinery, too, is the*re' and a subsie^ly will hasten the* we)rk 1 have* in vieov. 
Witli the'Se* vve)rds I nove the* re'sed ution which I have re'ad out alre'ady. ” 


The Hon’ble Mk. WoHi)SWe>HTir saiel : — 

My Leird, the speech e)f the Hon’bh^ Meunber raisers two que'stienis — 
(1) the question of the organisation of our work in schools and (2) t he poliejy 
ed the Elducation Dtq)artinent in the matter of text- books. 1 think the? fe)riner 
can scarcely be considoreel with advantage here anel T wemid ask the* Hem 'hie 
Member to be content with my assurance that what he^ has said to-day will 
receive our careful attention in the Eelucation Dc'partment. 

‘‘ In the matten* eff text- books the policy of the Department has be^m and 
is to discourage monope)ly. It is true that at time's spe'cial re'asons have 
persuaded us to embark upon the preparation of ce'itain ine>ele l te*xt-books. 
This, for instance, was the policy followed when we reorganised our vernacular 
education about ten yeiars ago and when it was felt t hat there* we're mj boe>ks 
available feir giving e^ffect to our new curricula. Se^) the* Department made^ 
arrangements for the production of ukkIpI text-books, ddiese* books were 
intendeel to be and do wiiat the name signifie^s, t.e., to stimuhatee the pree 
duction of books that could be ce^nsidered satisfactory under the new sctieme. 
(le^vorninent at that time was prepare<l to consider and prescribe for use any 
other satisfactory books tdiat were brought forward and every opportunity 
was given to would-b(^ authors and publishers to examine the books so that 
they might have guidance before they themselves embarked up<^in the work 
of publication. Nor does there appear at present any necessity for a change 
of policy. The supply of text-books wrii4^ by private authors is not at all 
small and much of it is satisfactory ; with' the result that there is at present 
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in Huhjecte other than English, Indian History and Geography a wide range 
of satisfactory text-books from which a choice may be made for use in 
schools, and in these three subjects matters are steadily improving. It is 
a j>art of the same policy that educational officers of Government who 
may have written text-books that have been accepted for use in schools are 
forbidden to retain any interest in these books. Educational officers are 
discourage d from embarking on this kind of work and the exclusive prescript 
tion of H(dc^ct(‘d books is being abandoned. We issue large supplementary 
lists out of which selections may be made. Tlif^se lists give some indication 
of the books that we eonsidtu* best for spt^cilie 'purposes, but we allow a school 
a free choice in tin* niatt(‘r of S(‘lection. 

In the matrcM* of books on hygituK* and sanitation, I may state that a 
small coni]nitt(M* of (*x[)ert.s is now examining the existing books on these 

subj(*cts and if it. is tin* finding of the committee that no book is satisfactory, 

the ])r(!paration department.ally ol a satisfa(*tory text-l)()ok will Ik^ taken 
in hand.” 

Tin* Mon’ble Dji. Dkha Pkasad Sai:hai)III kaim said : — 

My Lord, 1 am glad to find t hat what I had in mind has to a certain 
ext(*nt be(m anticipatid by the Director of Ihiblie Instruct ion in the matter 
of books on hygi(‘in*. !Uit 1 am afraid thal th(* obj(*ct of my resolution will 
not be attaim'd tln‘r(‘by. I have adniitt(*d and J admit, again that there are 
excellent books on thos(‘ subjects which fioiii certain points of view an* (]uite 
aee(‘[)tabhs but that is not. the point of view which I am trying to im])rc?ss 
upon the Council. I have*, in mind V(*rnacular and good English books with 

their counterpart in vernaculars and English as a means of teaching the 

languages as w<fil and for that, purpose spt^eially pr(‘])ared reader — in duplicate 
as it wen* — would be necessary. The men who have made their mark in 
thes(^ lim‘S — tln^ V(*ry authors 1 hav(* named — may well be de])ntt*d. If the 
Director also takes up that point of view I do not think that any us(‘ful purpose^ 
would be serv(Hl by pressing this resolution so far as ti'xt-books on hygiene 
is (;onc(‘rned. 1 am (juite atom* with tin* Director that nothing would be* moie 
f)ngudicial totln^ best ediu*ational ami litt'rary intt‘rest than to allow any kind 
of monopoly. At, tin* same* timt' Dire ctor has stat c^d that nuKle*! te'Xt-books 
of certain standai’d have* te) be* pul)lisln*el from time to time and the 
time woulel come' vvln*n edue*ation in seln^ols will have* to be* plaee*el upon 
a basis like* this if there is to be^ a real teaching of English. If the 
text -books as WM'itte*n in English anel l)e*ngali uses the* same> te*rmino- 
logy a great eleal will have been achieved and em those* lines bof)ks on 
other sul)je*cts can be* treate*d. 1 w’ould not press this resolution liaving 
r(*gard te) what the Hon’ble* Mr. Worelsworth has told us, but I would only 
suggest that in de^aling with the matter the point of view that T have 
sugge*steel may be* borne in minel.” 

The resolution w’as then, by leavt* of the President, withdrawn!. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXIX. 

The* lle)ii’ble Mk. Pik)VAsh Uhundkk Mitiek moved the followdng Kcsolu- 
tion : — 

'Phis C'ouncil recommends to the* Governor in Council that — 

(ee) a provision {or Ks. 5,000 be maele for instructing teachers and 
Inspe'ctors in sanitary knowdedge wdth a view^ to the spread 
in future of sanitary knowle‘dge in (educational institutions 
and in pop>ulou8 localities by means e)f public lectures ; and 

[li) this sum be met by reducing the provision for Ra. 17,280 for the 
appointment of Shorthand Writers in the High Court un^er 
head “lOA. — Law anel Justice — Courts of Law\” 
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Sarbadhikart, 

He Baid : — 

My Lord, J have had a conversation with the Ilmi hle Mr. Wordsworth 
and I am glad to say that, so far as tin* purpost* of iny resolutivm goes, it 
meets with the approval of Government. G(»vernmont may not lu* prepared 
to provide the fund from the head I have suggesled. hut that is a matttn* 
for Government to consider. I formally place this resolution lK'l\)re tin* 
Uouncll wiiliout a s])eeeh.” 

The Hon’hh^ Mk. Wordsworth said : — 

“My Lord. I welcome this opportunity of infonnluL;- i he (%>inK*il thai we 
have lost no tinn^ in endc.*avouring to givt‘ ettecl to tin* I’l'solui ion vvlii(*li 
Council accepted a little time ago. Tin* oullinrs oF tin' selu'rne have alrt'a<ly 
been drawn up in consultation with 1 lu' Sanitary 1 )t'))art intni t and under the 
schenu' we shall ht' c'liabled to introduce at, ont^f' the i(‘a(‘hing o! sanitation 
and hygiene in our guru-training sc'hools hy tlu' agt'ncy of ht'alth oiheers and 
sanitary inspectors of municipalitit'S, and in sonu' cast's of distriiH hc)ards. 
We liope to be aide to make arrangenu'nt s also for tin' h'cturt'i* on sanitation 
for the training of liealth ofli^'c'rs to give instruction in our training eo ll.'p.'S 
and perhaps normal scdiools, which 1 may descuaht' as our int.ermt'diale train- 
ing schools, as soon as that otlictu* is a|»pointtHl. I ho])e also that we shall he 
able to niakt^ f^arly arrangenn'iit s for tin' introduction of t his subji^tU in one 
or more of the girls’ school in this jirovince. ddiis is an t'ann^st of what wt* 
intend to do ; we Iiave done our la^st and tin* work will shortly laimnn'iici*. 

It is not nc'Ci'Ssary to considt'r the S(Htond part of the resolution luTaausi' 
the Hon’hh' Me'iniit'r will rt'nn'inher that tlni llou’hh' Sir S. l\ Sinlia, in 
discussing tlie llon’hle Mr. Irwin’s n'solution, inforiiH'd the Gounc'il that 1 Inua' 
had hec'ii in rectuit 3 "ears t hrei' [xnapai <‘t ic h'(d man’s ti'aehing sanitat ion in 
high schools. The provision of Rs. .a, ()')() that.^was madt' for (‘Xjit'nditma* on 
that head has hen'U la^tained in our hudg(‘t. and will Ix' availahh^ fortius 
purj)os<‘ coiit^'inplat ed by tin* Hon’hle M(*uiht*i*. I think, tln'indoia', that, it will 
he unnccu'ssary fcir him to press tin* rt'solution to a vot,e.” 

The Hon’hh' Mic Trovash (hrrNDKR ]\InTKR said : — 

1 heg to withdraw the ri'sol ul ion. ’ 

Idle resolution was th(*n, hy leave of tin' ]h*esidcnt, withdrawn. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXX. 

The Hon’hle Dr. Dkha Prasad iSAiiiiADiiiKARi moved tin' following Resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recommends to the. (TOvcuTior in Council that — 

(a) a sum of Us. 20,000 h(' ad(h‘ 1 to the amr)unt of tln^ grant to the 
University for Calcutta Mt'sses ; and 
(i) the said sum he taken out of the provision f)f Rs. ‘Khh^.dOO under 
In'ad Police, District Kxt'cutive Force. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, in moving this resolutum, 1 (h'sire to hi i ng (.*< rtain facts Ixdort* 
the Council. The total number of students ri*adingin all t Ini (hilcutta C(jlhige.s. 
Arts, Law and Medical, is a little over In, 000, excluding tho female students. 
At the lowest estimate, at haast half tin* numher coirn's from mufassal and so 
'the University and the college authorities have to providt^ accomiruKlation lor 
7,500 students. Of this number, 900 have heem accomnuxlahM] in Govi'rn- 
ment and private college h >8tols (Eden Hindu. Scottish (’hurches Colhige, 
University Law Collegts, C. M. S. College and St. Xavier’s College Ilosutds) an 1 
400 in non-collegiate hostels (Elliot Madrasah. Baker Madrasah, Y. M. C. A., 
Blaptist Mission, Oxford Mission and Taylor Hostels). If we deduct 900 4- 
400=1,300 from 7,500, the remaining 6,200 students have still to be proviih-l 
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for in li ostein and attached rneHses. The new liostels that iiave been con- 
structed for the private colleges and the Carmicljael Hostel will accommodate 
about 950 students from next session, so the remaining 5,250 (6,200 — ^t^60) 
students are to Ijh accommodated in houses hired by the Universitj" called 
attached messes or in unattached messes — houst^s which the students them- 
selves engage. During tlie current sesaioD, provision for about 1,9 )0 students 
has been made in attached messes. Tlnni again 3,850 (5,250 — 1,900) 
students have still to be provided with accommodation in hostels or attached 
messes. The total number of students that has be(Mi housed in unattached 
messes this year is al)out i,300. If we dfMluct 1,300 from 3,350 then we see 
that th(^ remaining 2,050 studmits nvv living in private messes or with 
guardians unknown to the University. Mr. It. X. (lilchnst and Mr. J. ‘R. 
Hanerji. who wert‘ appoint(^d to enquire into tln^ working of tln‘ ('alentta Mess 
Scheme in 1911. remarkc'd in tlnn’r report : — * It is most advisable to dis- 
continui‘ unattached iness system altogether. The attached me8S('s are in 
ev(‘ry way more (l(\sirabl(^ just as hostels are more dt^siiable than inesseo. 
lUit in the absemee of funds for building hostels, it is advisable that the 
students should live under as healthy condition as possible and the unattach- 
ed mess system is by no means a healthy system. We accordingly strongly 
Recommend that the St udimts’ Rt^sidimci^ Committee should receive a grant 
suhiciently larg(‘ to (mable them to hous(‘ all tin' sthdents who are not 
living with their parents or with guardians (guarant(‘ed as really such), or in 
hostels (or in recogifised non-collegiat(^ hostt*ls) or in attached messes.’ Idio 
total ninnlx'r of students living in unattached mess(^s or in ]>rivate boarding 
houses or with guardians is 3,350. If all of tlumi have to be drafted 
into attach(‘d messi^s then tin* fixed annual (foverninent gi*ant will have* to be 
increased to Rs. 3(),()()() [)(*r annum. Consi<-lering all theses points Mr, Gilchidst 
and Mr. Banerjee suggestcxl some more (dastic method for the develo])ment 
of t he scheme, d'hey said : * It is obvious tliat with the rapid , increase 
of the numb(*r of students some* more elastic method of working must be 
found. At pn*sent Government grants a certain Hxixl amount, l)ased on a 
geinn-al (*stimato made some years ago. 8in(*e the grant was first sanctioned 
gr(*at increases have taken place in the numbers of students and no corre- 
sponding change has Ixmn made in tin* grant. An inelastic grant of this kind 
enables the Students’ Residence Committee of the University to house satis- 
factorily onl}^ a small proportion of the stud(*nts requiring aocommcKlation.’ 
They suggestcxl that 30 per cent, of the total amount of house-r(*nt paid by 
the Universit}^ to the owners of the attached messes should be borne by the 
Government and the remaining 70 per cent, should be met from the seat rent 
to be charg(xi from l)oardors. 

The Gov(*rnment has recognized its duty in the matter of housing and 
that is why it pays ten thousand rupees. But a committee of experts consist- 
ing of men like Messrs. Gilchrist and J. R. Banerjee do not think the sum 
adequate. This is quite borne out by our experi(*nc(* also. The University 
cannot do very much in the matter without further assistance and therefore 
I recommend that the grant ask('d for may be provided.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

‘'My Lord, ] should like to explain in the first place what help Govern- 
ment at present gives to the University in working what is called the 
Calcutta mess sch(*ine. The system is that the University hires houses for 
students of private* colleges, who cannot obtain accommodation elsewhere. 
Last year, I t hink, it hired 29 houses, whicli had accommodation for 1,096 
students. For the supervision of these messes thei'e is an officer, called the 
Inspector of Messes. Government pays the ^diole of his pay, his conveyance 
allowance, his establishment and contingt>nt allowance^ which amount alto- 
gether to about Rs. 4,000 a j’^ear. There is a risk of tlie Universtty suflferiiig 
loss owing to seats in the messes not being occupidft and to students not 
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paying their rent To protect the University against anv loss Government 
18 ready in any year to make good any deficit cause 1 l>v ivceipts Inung below 
exremht ure up to a limit of Ks. 9.(KK). Adding tl»e Rs.*4,0() » (,n account of tlic 
Mews Inspect or, (loverninent is ready to incur expenditun* up to Ks. 13, ()(>() 
in any one year in helping the University in managing their nu ss scheme. 

Government is not strictly responsible for thi* housing ol i students of 
private colleges or l)Ound t o come to the help of th(^ rnivt'.siiy in ])roviiling 
for their aecommodation. Under ihi* Universities Act and lh*‘gulai ions the 
responsibility for the provision of profXM* aecommodation and for the 
8Up(‘rvision and physical widfare of th(‘ students devolvt‘s (»n tin* Universitv 
and the c(>lleges affiliated to it. (iovernmtmt has, hovvevtn-. not been back- 
ward in helping tlie University. Recent ly a sptH-ial grant (d tmi lakhs have 
been givtm by tln^ (Tovernment of India to th(‘ University for building host(‘ls 
attached to private* colh‘ges. l>eside‘s this, private* institutions have be*i*n give‘n 
grants of about se*ve*n lakhs out of spe*cial grants madi* in 1911-12 and 
1912-18. Alt ogethe*r, the‘re*fore\ ( i overnTiie‘nt has give‘n 17 lakhs in t he last 
eight ye*arh foi* liosteds attaclH*d to private* eolle‘ge‘s. ddie* me*ss sehe*me*. whicli 
1 liave* alre*aely mentione‘d, was also starte*d by Gove*rnniemt in 1905 with the 
e)l)j(‘et e^>l impre)ving the* eonditieins of studemt-s’ re‘side‘nce‘ in Caleutt.a. Two 
y(*ars later, the* working of the* mi‘ss sche‘me* was hand(‘d ove‘r to the* 
University with its own conse*nt, Ge>ve*rnment agi*e*e*ing le) give* a grant uj) t.o 
a maximum of Rs. 9,000 to cove*r any de‘ficit on ce>nelition that the* lInive‘rKity 
did its bt*st to receiver the* rebuts in full Irom t he^ stuele^nts, and so re'nden* the* 
scheme se‘lf-siip))ort mg. i he*re‘ have*, howe*ve‘r, bee*n ele*fi(*it s anel Gov(*rnmt‘nt 
has give*!! e*onsiderable sums, ()ven* and abeive Rs. 9,000, to e*naljk* the* 
University te) clear offi those deficits. 

Of late matte'rs have gre'atly improve*el. The* Unive'rsity incre aseel the* 
se*at re*nts, and tlie re'sult was that in 1916-17, the* ele*ficit was Only Rs. 6,112 
Ol Rs. 2,88/ Ie*ss than the> grant of Rs. 9,0(K) up to whi(*h Gov(*riune*nt is 
re‘ady to hnaiiee* t he* sehe*me‘. Sure*ly, iiiy Loi’d, if t he^ Unive*rsity can woi*k 
the scheme* witli the* assisranee* of a grant e>f about Rs. (1, 000, it is not 
necessary for its working to allot another Rs. 20,000, as pro})()S(‘(l in this 
resolution, so as to make* its total ce>nt ri hutiem Rs. 29,000 he‘side*s Rs. 4,000 for 
the Mess Inspe^ctor. 

I gather from tdie^ Hon hiej the V^ie^e-Ohancellor that what he* is anxious to 
do is t(-> ge*t tlie lie*lp e)f Governme*nt in pre)viding for an incre*aKing nunih(*r of 
students whe> comei to ('aleutta. J think 1 liave* shown suffi(ue*nt.ly tliat 
(TOvernme‘iil, has he(*n ge*iierous in f)roviding for tlie* re*sid(‘n(M* of college 
students in (Jalcutta. Gove^rnme‘nt is alre*aely incurring an annual extM*ndi- 
ture on Arts (JolJeges of about 18 lakhs anel a furthe*r sum e)f te*n lakhs 
oil account of professional colleges j and Rs. 6;^ lakhs Ijave* to he* found from 
jirovineial reve*nues. Government, as ] have* said l)e*f )re. is not, re*ally 
responsible for stuelents’ residence in (Calcutta and it t:annot ve*ry we*il 
accept an iinliniite 1 liability for ])roviding Calcutta Ktude*nts with their 
lovlging ill addition to education within colle*ge walls. I re*gre*t, tlierefore, my 
Lord, that I canne)t reejommend the (Jouncil te) ae*cept this reKe)| iif ion.” 

The Hon’hle Dk. Deba Phasad Sarbaohikabi said : — 

‘ My Lord, it is ratdier late in the^ day to say that Govf*rninent has 
no responsibility with re^gard to the studemts’ messing scheme*. It has aereept- 
e 1 that resporisihility and has given effect to a policy which is laudahle* and 
which is necessary in the interest of education. As the Hon ’hie Mr. O’Malley 
lias said the scheme was that of the Government and it was in order 
to relieve the Government of responsibility over the matter that the 
University consented to take it over. My Lord, the regulations framed under 
the ITniversities Act laid down a policy" which, as is well known, could not be 
earned out with the refKmrcee either of the University or the colleges and 
that is why in regard to this matter and other matters tlie Government 
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India^i^nd ’Your Excellency’s Government determined to come to the assist- 
ano# <ol the University. And if you go on constantly reminding us of the 
past favours, the moment something extra is necessary the position l>ecomofi 
difiBcult. Increasing number and the altered circumstances of the situation 
are entailing more ex[)enditurt' tljat must 1 j^ met somehow. The report of 
the Committee which was ai)])ointed consisting of Messrs. Gilchrist and J. R. 
Banerjee says that the scheme cannot be prop(‘rly given efl'ect to for less than 
Rs. 80,(00. It is not only my duty as the Vice-Chancelloi — the Vice- 
Ghancellor has- no place here — but as the representative of the University on 
Your Excellen(*y’s Council to bring this matter before the Council and if the 
Gov(u*nni(int says that it has no reS|)onsil)ility in the matter the University 
knowing that it can exp)ect no further assist anct* must shai)e its course 
accoidingly. Of course the safe, course for the University sonu' suggest 
will h(' to say to the students, about 8,600 in ntimber, that they will have 
to go out of the colleges as residence under the rules cannot be provided foi 
them. Is that the state of things that we are going to tolerate? If so, the 
Univ(*rsity might be told about it. But the University does not think that 
that is th(^ ];olicy of tin* Gov(^rnment nor does the country. 

A division was tluui taktm with tiu* following rc^sult : — 

A y68 — 1 5 . Noes — 2 0 . 

oii’hli* Sir Henry Wlieeler, K.c.i.E., c s.l. 

, Mr, N. 1>. HcatHUM Bell, c.h.i,, c.I.E. 

Sir Sutyeiulin Prahannu Sinlm, Kl. 

Mr. C. J. SteveiiHon-Moore, c.v.u, 

.. J. li Kerr, ('.s.l., C.I.E. 

,, Mr. J. Dnnald, e.i.E. 

,. Mr. L. S. S. 0 Mnlle>. 

,, Mr. F. A. A. C()\\le>. 

,, Lioul.-Col \V J. Biiclianaii. c i.K., 

l.M.S. 

,, Mr. C. H Bom pas. 

,, Mr. V .C Wordswot til. 

,, Mr. F. Fas iie. 

,, Mr. 1'^ B. 11. Pantoii. 

Pai JViya Nath Miikliarji Bahadur, 
l.s o. 

Ml. J. Mackenzie. 

Mr. W. H. H. Arden- W'ood, c.i.E 
,. Mr. K. Glen. 

Mr. F \V. CartiT, o.t F. 

„ Mr. \V. E. Crum. 

,. Khan Sahih Anmn .\li 


Tlie IIoiTlile Dr. Xilratun SarKur. The 

,, Mr. Aniinur Baliinan 

„ Uev. Di. (i. IIouelN. 

,, Mr. Provanh (dmnder Mittei 

,, Kuiiiai Shih StiklinreHwai Ba\ . 

Balm Brojendra Kinhor Bu\ Chau , 
dhnri. ! 

,, Dr. Deha Piusinl Sai l>adhikari, c.i.E. [ 

,, Hui Dehelidei Chuialei Gliohe | 

Buliadur. 

,, Munl\i Abul Kumciii. 

,, Mr. M. Anliraf Ali Khan Cliandliuii 

,, Mr. Altai' All. 

,, liai Sri Xatli Pun Ihihudur. 

,, Pai Mahendra Chui'<lia Mitra 

Bahadur 

,, Balm Surendra Xath Pay. 

Balm Kishon Mohan Chaudhini. 


The Hoii’bh' Mr. K. B. Eden abstained from voting. 

The following members were absent : — 

The Hon’hle Mr. T. C. V, Gibbons, K.e. 

the Nawal) Bahadur of Murshldabad, 

,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c i.e. 

,, Raja Hrisikesh Laha, c.i.E. 

,, the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwau. 

,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

,, Rai Uadha Charaii Pal Baliadur. 

,, Mr. E. A. Martin. 

,, Mr. H. R. A. Irwin. 

,, Dr. Al)dulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

,, Maulvi A. K. FazUul-IIaq. 

,, Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

,, Babu Akliil Chandra Datta. 

,, Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.E. 

Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,, Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

The Ayes being 15 and the Noes 2P, the resolution was lost. 
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Dr, Deha Prasad Sarhadhikari ; Mr. Arden^’^o^.. ' 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— 

TUe* Hoii’ble Dr. Deha Prasad Sarhadhikari moved 
lion : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a sum of Rs. 10,000 be provided in the Budget for t he improve men t 
of the Calcutta Commercial Institute ; and 

{b) the said sum of Rs. 10,0. )0 l)c taken out of the j^rovision of 
Rs. 96,58,000 under head Police — Dist net Rxecirti\’e Forci*. 



itENf 

the folloW!jiBii£UNIolu« 


He said : — 

‘‘ The Calcutta Commercial Institute, whicdi has been in existtuice for a few 
years, has been doing excellent work atid its work has highly bemi appre- 
ciatc^d in commercial circles. It was my privilege ^o attend om' of its 
prize meeting under the presidency of the Ilon’ble JSir Hugh Bray and 1 
gather that tlie good work of the school was to a certain extent hainpertnl on 
account of want of funds. I realise that in the })resent circumstances 
it is not possible to find large sums of money for schools and even when t he 
money is forthcoming, it is not easy to have men of the right sort. In fa(M , 
I havt* been told there is some provision, but it is not possible to get the 
proper men. At the same time, whmi one is told tliat lack of funds has 
retarded the developiiKmt of this institution, I think it may fairly 'bt* clainu^l 
;t.hat all that can be doiit* an ler existing eircumstances to stnuigthen 
a school of this kind should be done. Commercial tind tt^chnieal education 
has been engaging the public attention very ])rominently for sonu^ time 
.and the time is fast coming when it can scarcely bt‘ negl^M'teil. A goo i 
Jjeginning has already b(‘,on made in the Commercial Institiitt*. hut it 
-Hhould bo strengthened. The Hon’bh^ Sir Hugh Bray and tin* Principal told 
us on that occasion t hat all tin* commercial houses weri^ ghid in take traimul 
pupils from the school. Sir Hugh Bray paid a high complimrni on the work 
of th(' school and said that it shotild bt‘ plaeoil on a sound f(>)ting. 1 hav(^ 
no do!il)t that a better class of men will Ix^ ap])ointed as t(‘a(^ 'nu's wluni it 
^ultimattdy forms part of the •Iniv(‘rsity scheme as I hopi^ il wdl soon do; hut 
d hat lias nothing to do with the [iresent oentasiou. 1 think the school shotiM 
'be strengt hened as it is so that t lie j^upils should hi* hel-tiu’ gr*ounded and h<' 
^A^aliable to the comm )rcial iiouses who an* ajipreeiat ing the outturn oi the 
school so much. In that, vit^w I commend this resolution to the accH’ptance 
j}[ this (joLincil. I am sure tin* Ilon’bh^ Mr. Anhui Wood, who is on the 
Board of management of tliis institution, will liear me out tliat the pr(*sent 
/difficulty is due to lack of funds.” 


Tlie Hon’ble Mr, Arden Wood said : — 

‘'My Lord, as a member of t In^ Board of Management of the (>alcutta 
(Jommercial Institutiu I think 1 ought to say that tlie li lard was not aware 
of the benevolent intentions of the H^nible tln^ Vioe-t diane(‘llor towards the 
Commercial Institute, though I have no doubt that it will h»^ gratidul to him 
for bringing this matter before tlie Council, bt^causo it really is a matter of 
some public importance. The Board of the Commi*rcial Institute has long 
made up its mind about it. I tind that so long ago as t hi.* 19ih November, 
J912, a resolution was passed in wliich it was stated that the wrirk 
hitherto done by the Institute in the face of difficulties and adverse cir- 
cumstances was such as to justify the belief that i he Institute provided 
commercial education of a character that was of use to the commercial 
community, and that as it had now passed the experimental stage it should 
be placed on a proper and permanent footing. In order to extend the 
usefulness of the Institute, it was desiralile to raise its status, and the 
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Board considered that a Principal should be brought out from Great Britain 
who Vvould have had special experience of commercial education. The Board 
was of opinion that if this were not done it would be better to close the instir 
tute rather than to continue the work in the experimental fashion in which it 
had hitherto proceeded. This was in 1912. On tlie 19th February, 1915, the 
Board had again this matter under consideration and resolved that steps 
ought to be taken at once to give practical effect to the opinion expressed at 
its meeting of the 19th November, 1912. The Board desired to press upon 
the Government the extreme importance of proceeding without further delay 
to the appointment of a highly qualified person as Principal of the Govern* 
ment Commercial Institute. The Board considered that the Principal should 
be a graduate of a British University and that he should have himself 
specialised in some way that -would be useful to him as the liead of such an 
institution. He should be appointed to the Indian Educational Service on a 
special pay of not less than Its. 800 a month. These resolutions have all been 
communicated to the Director of Pul>lic Instruction. The present situation 
is that the institution has still no Principal, and has had no Principal since 
Jannary, 1911. And this means that the institution, which seven years ago 
had made a satisfactory start and had really begun to establish itself in the 
public confidence, is now in a situation which can only be regarded as 
thoroughly unsatisfactory. The Acting Principal has loyally done his best 
for the institution, but it is not fair to any man to keep him in an acting appoint- 
ment for so long a time as seven years. 1 w^as under the impress on that 
th(^ difficulty in providing a Principal was due to financial conditions. But 
1 find this year savings on the Budget allotmcmt for the institute of upwards 
of Bs. 9,(KK), and I suppose that the real difficulty of doing what is right in 
this matter is the difficulty there is at ]u*esent in recruiting a Principal from 
England. 1 am not satisfied that it would not be ))OBsible lo rercuit a 
Principal in India, and 1 certainly think that regally vigorous action should 
be taken to ascertain if a suitablf* Principal could not be obtained in India. 
Tile present state of things is not fair either to commercial (‘diicafion or to 
the Government Commercial Institute, and it should be l)rought loan end.” 


The Hon’ble Mu. Wokoswokth said : — 

“ My Lord, in opjxising this resolution, I wc*]come the Vice-(-dianc(‘llor’B 
inltu’est in rlj(‘ welfare of th(‘ institution. A\’(‘ are conscious, ])ainfully con- 
scious. of what th(‘ institution might bi‘ doing, if wo had been able to carry out 
our inttuilions. Some years ago the px)ssibilit ies of developing the institution 
were considered and th(^ unsatisfactory progress is due to circumstances that 
art' at j>r« S(uit Ixyond the power of this (T()vernmtuit to mcKlify. My oj)position 
to tht^ \dce-Clianc(‘llor\s r(*solution is based upon tln^ consideration that his 
proposal is far vagiuu' than what W(‘ have already under our consideration, 
and J tiiink it. will jne(‘t the cas(‘ if I undertake tliat we shall return to the 
consideration of (Uir schtune and do what we can once more to have improve- 
ments cai’ritxl into eff\‘ct. It is too soon ( o consiihu’ any possil)l(' imp)rove- 
ment in this institution in indation to tin' facilities that may be offered by the 
Univerdty in the scheiiu‘ projected foi tln^ encouragement of commercial 
ihI neat ion, but I undertake that we shall, as a department, do our best to 
get those imj)rovement8 made pcxssible to which we have already given our 
attention. I think j)erhaps in these circumstances the Vice-Chancellor will 
not wisli to press liis resolution,” 


The H on’ble Dk. Deba Pkasad Sabbadhikahi said : — 

“ My Lord, what Mr. Wordsworth and Mr. Arden Wood has told this 
Council will suffice for the present ; but one consideration that 1 should like 
to press upon the department and the governing body of this institution is. 
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that it is not the Principal alone that would make the college hotter. There 
are many chairs that could be filled here even if the Principal from England is 
not forthcoming for the present. Mr. Wordsworth has told us that it would 
not be possible to have a fairly good Principal now. But chairs in English, 
Geography and some other subjects could be at once strengthened hK'ally. 
Mr. Wordsworth speaks of the University giving facilities, but I think 
it is quite the other way. The University is looking out for facilities 
and so far as that goes, my interest in the scheme, whicli Mr. Words wOrth 
welcomes, is not wholly disinterested. I have the larger interest of the 
commercial community and of the public at heart. However, having regard 
to what Mr. Wordsworth has said, I do not press this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXXII. 

The Hon'ble Dk. Nilratan Sarkak moved the bdlowing Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a sum of Hs. 80,000 non-recurring and Rs. 10,000 recurring be 
allotted for making arrangements in the Presidency College for 
teaching Zoology i>y providing accommodation and equipment for 
tlieoretical as well as practical teacdiing of the subject and by 
appointing one Professor and two demonstrators ; and 
(i) the non-recurring expenditurt^ bi‘ met out of the sum of Rs. 6,75,000 
I)rovided for Works and Progress ainl New Works in connec- 
tion with the r(‘orgiinisat ion of the Sabordinat(' l\)lice in 
Eastern Bengal under District Police ; and the recurring 
expenditure be nnd out of the sum of Rs. 6,48,000 provided 
for Contingencies umler District Police Force. 

He said : — 

My Lord, wlnm a similar resolution was movt^l last year by myself, 
tlie Hon’ble Mr. Hornell said tliat from his point of vieAv it was desirable 
that the study of Zoology should be intro luced into the- Pn'sidency (h)lh‘g(‘ ; 
ho objected on financial grounds, but he said h(i would refer th(* mat tin- to 
the gov^erning boiy of the Presidom^y Colh^gt*. gov(‘rning body of t Ik^ 

Presidency College have since considered tlu* matter. They haxo^ d(n*id(^d 
against my proposal. 

My Lord, tht> financial difficulty in regard to any pro])osal varies inversely 
with the sense of importance of it. I am concerncil, therefoia^, in proving 
here that this proposal is an important one. At pn\s(uit out of f)S F^ni v(‘rsiti<?H 
in the British Empire, whose names are registert^d in the Year JhK>k of 
the British Empire, 62 have Professors of Zoology on their stall. In 
India all the Universities, except Calcutta, hav<' ProfesHo?*s to toacdi Zoology 
in the graduation stage to non-medical students ; Calcutta is tin- only excep- 
tion. In one Universiry, the Principal of the Government Arts Ch>lhg(^ is a 
Zoologist — I mean Colonel Stephenson of Lahore, 

Then, my Lord, the study of Zoology is a discipline of the first o)*(](U* ; 
besides that it has a scientific and cultural value. To- lay f am, however, 
<‘v<3n more concerned with its economic than with its scituitilic value. !n no 
i^chool of agriculture can the study of Entomology, Verennary Zoology, Agr, 
cultural Zoology, Bacteriology or Cartle-farming he negh^cted as (iconomically 
Unimportant. On the scientific side, a knowledge t)f Zoology forms the 
basis of some of the more important sciences of the day such as Anthropohjgy, 
Evolution, Sociology and Eugenics. The importance of the study of this 
subject cannot be overestimated. 
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The 8ura required £or this object need not be very large. Though I have 
asked in my resolution for a provision of Ks. 80,000 (non-medical) this sum can, 
with a little arrangemeni, be materially reduced. If a couple of rooms can be 
spared in one of the corners of the Presidency College ; and if the laboratoriea 
of the Botanical Department be allowed to be used by Zoological students 
as well, whose number is not likely to be large, then the capital expenditure 
may be materially curtailed. All that I pray for is, that the importance of 
the subject be properly realised, and tluat a first beginning, however small, 
in the study of this subject, be made in Calcutta.” 

The Hon’ble Mk. Woudhwokth said : — 

“ My Lord, the llon’ble Mover of this resolution has explained that this 
proposal is not new and that it has already been considered carefully by the 
governing body of the Presidency College. I fear, however, that he has 
misunderstood the position taken by that body ; and I can speak with 
authority on the point, as I w^as at the time the Princip.al of the College. 
The governing body of the Presidency CJollege have no objection at all to the 
introduction of the study of Zoology into the Presidency College. They 
would not place any obst.acles in the way nor would they hesitate to remove 
any obstacles from the way, if they saw their way to do so. But the 
Presidency College, even with its excellent laboratories, is already working 
up to the full standard of its equipment in the otlnu- sciences, viz., 
I’hysics, (Chemistry, Geology, Physiology and Botany. The governing brnly, 
after careful consideration, came to the conclusion that ihey could 
do nothing for Zoology, except at the exp)ense of some one of these 
sciences, which, in their opinion, had a greater weight to consider.ation. 
In arriving at this opinion they w(‘re guided by the judgnituit of a in-ominent 
Indian gentlem.'in, who is specially comi etent 1o speak for the Indian 
community in these matters and who is the Vice-President of thegovetning 
body, that there doi-s not I'xist such a demand for the study of Zoology as 
Would justify them in interlering with the facilities now offered for the study 
of any one of the otlu-r sciences. 1 admit that this is only a partial argtiment. 
and that it is a part of the duty of a University and a College to stimulate 
an interest in the higher studies and to offer facilities for pursuing that 
interest. This is, however, a question of practical difficulty, and the govern- 
ing body of the Presidency College feel that when opportunity arises their 
first eonsiilcration must be provision for teaching Botany in the first year 
and second year classes. I should explain that the other sciences are taught 
from the first year to the sixth year classes, but Botany is only taught in the 
third, fourth, fifth and sixth year classes. The authorities of the Medical 
College have recently requested the Presidency College to provide facilities 
for tfuaching Botany in the first and second year classes. They have pointed 
out that the Presidency College students at present are at some disadvantage 
in the keen competition for admission to the Medical College and that this 
disadvantage is likely to increase in the near future. If, therefore, it w-ere 
fK)ssible to proviile extended facilities for science of the equipment, the first 
consideration must be provision for teaching Botany in the first and second 
year classes. 

“ I can, therefore, only assure the Hon’ble Mover, as I have assured him 
repeatedly, that the utmost the Presidency ('cllege, situated as it is, can do 
is to bear his point of view in mind, so that, 'when the College extension 
scheme is taken up once more and the financial stringency is removed, the 
building of a laboratory for the teaching of Zoology may then receive full 
consideration. ” 

The Hou’hle Dr. Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

'■ My Lord, I am somewhat astonished to hear it stated by respons- 
ible persons that there is no demand for the study of Zoology. 1 cannot 
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prove this matter because there is no chair for Zoology at present. I beli(*ve, 
however, that there is a demand. Apart from that, ] may point out that 
many of the higher studies have to be uselesH without a preliminary Z(K)logicai 
teaching, for instance, the University introduced the study of comparative 
Psychology. It is now rather amusing to think of com]>arat ive Psycliok>gy 
without a study of comparative Anatomy. Then again tlunc is such a subject 
as higher Zoolog>^ in the University currioaluni. Of course there is no 
graduation in Zoology, but there is Zoology in the higher stagt*. Howt'ver, 
I gain nothing by prolonging tliis quarrel with the l>irect(»r of Public 
Instruction. I shall be quite content if he remember the thing and wlitm the 
time comes makes arrangements for tlie introduction of the st luly of Zoology 
in the Presidency College. ’ 

The resolutio!) was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE t.lST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXXIII. 

The Hon'bh^ Dr. Nilratan Sarkar withdrew the following resolution 
which stood in his name : — 

This Council rocomimmds to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a sum of Ks. 50,000 non-r(>curring and Rs. 10,000 recurring he 
provided for making arrangements for the tlM‘ort‘tical and 
practical t(^ac-hing of Physics, Chemistry, Botany and Zoology 
in the 1. S(’. stamlard in the Bethune Collegia hy ecjiiip}>ing 

suitable labo!atorit*s and appointing two lec’lurers and two 
dennonst rators ; and 

(/d the non-recurring expenditurt* b(‘ met from tlu^ lump provision ol 
Rs. 6.75.000 for Additional Force and Poliet' Ikdorms unde r 
l)istriet I^olice Force — 20 — Police, an<l the riM*iirring cxjKmdi- 
ture be mt‘t out of the sum of Rs. 6. bS,000 provided for Contin- 
gencK's, under District Police Foret'. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXXIV. 

The Don’ble 1>K. Nilratan Sarkar withdrew the following rcsolmion 
which stood in his name : — 

This Council recennmends to the Governor in Council that — 

{a) a sum of Rs. 1 LkoOO recurring be allotttul for strciigthcuing t he 
I)(*ntistr 3 " Dcpjirtment of the C^alcutta Mt‘dical (h)llege ; and 

(i*) the expenditure be met out of t he sum ol Rs. 4 7.61,tH)() provid(‘d 
for Police Force untler District Police b orct‘. 


appendix to the list of BUSINESS — ITEM No. XXXVI. 


The Hon’ble Baru Surkndra Nath Kay moved 


the following Resolu- 


tion : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in (council tliat as the 
proposed Budget estimates exceed the income by Rs. 4(),2(),()00, the following 
items of expenditure be deleted from the Budget : 

R«. 


1. Construction of stoam launches, etc., for tho River Police 

in Eastern Bengal 

2. Works in progress of the Police Llepartmerit in connec- 

tion with the reorganization of the Eastern Bengal 
Poli€5e •.# 


1,00,000 

6,75.000 
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Rs. 

3. Constraction of launches for River patrol arranjferaents 

in the Calcutta Police ... ... 80,000 

4. Bhowanipore Asylum ... ... ... 2,00,000 

r>. River patrol arrangements under* Calcutta Police — 

Construction of launches ... ... ... 79,996 

6. Additional temporary force for Intelligence Branch ... 1,04,30S 

7. Increase of temporary force for District Intelligence 

staff ... ... ... ... ... 2,13,446 

Temporary boat establishment ... ... ... 5,193 

9. Hire of launches ... ... ... ... 27,600 

10. Increase of pay of constables of the Calcutta Police ... 1,(X),000 

11. Rivt^r patrol arrangements in connection with the illicit 

importation of arms ... ... ... 1,26,765 

12. Raising of proportion of the ordinary reserve of head- 

constables and constables ... ... ... 1,30,756 

13. Regrading of Sub-Inspectors and head-constables ... 60,308 

(This amount may be retained if the increased pay 
of the last grade of Muiisiffs come out of it). 

14. Proposal for raising the pay of head-constables ... 54,114 

15. Reorganization of the River Police in Eastern Bengal ... 1,48,596 

16. (/onstruction of the Secretariat Press ... ... 50,250 

17. Construction of new Taxi-stands on the Maidan ... 15,000 

21,71,3^5 


Jlc‘ said : — 

“My Lord, the ittnns of expenditure which 1 proj to exclude* froii] I lie 
Ihidgcet mainly concern the Police Department although certain itenns under 
the head * M iscellaiH'OiiH ’ liavo been also included. items amount to 

Us. 21,71,335. The Hon’ble tht^ Financial Secretary in introducing the 
Budget said : ‘ War conditioiiB still prevail and the i)rinciple that our expendi- 
tin*e should not exc(‘ed our total Income had again to be followed.’ He tlien 
pointed out that the (iovcrnmeiit of Bengal had obtained the Banciion of tlu' 

( lovernniont of India to draw upon the financial halance to the extent of 40 
lakhs. Tli(^ principle that the expenditure should not exc^eed the total income 
IS sound not only in war conditions, hut it applies to all conditions and can be 
d(*j)arted fi‘(nn only on account of extraordinary circumstances. The question 
t luuefort* arises whether there hav(^ been circumstances to justify exptmditun' 
of such a larg(' amount above the income at the [)resent time. It api)cars 
I liat in spite of the veiy large ex])enditurc incurred by the late Govm-nineiit of 
B(mgal and of Eastern Bengal and Assam on the police to carry out tln^. 
i iM'oinnumdations of the Police C'ommission, the* total expenditure* on the same 
Item for the year 1912-13, the first year after the* formation of the new Presi- 
<lency, was litth^ less than 84 lakhs. It should also be remembered that the 
Ooveinment of Eastern Bengal and Assam and old Ikmgal incurred largo 
oxpenditui-o (ai the police, both recurring and non-recurring, to carry out a 
policy of repression of the Swadeshi movement arising out of the anti-j)arti- 
t.ion agitation from 1905 onwards. 

In the Budget estimate for tln^ year 1904-05 for old Bengal, which com- 
pi istul the ttn-ritories administered by tlie recent Government of Bengal and 
of Behar and Orissa, lis. 65 lakhs were only allotted for the police or roughly 
the eovSt of the police of Bengal as at present constituted may be taken 
to be Ks. 35 lakhs and within 8 years the charges increased to 84 lakhs or 
an increase of 250 per cent. But during the last five years the expenditure on 
the police has again increased from Rs. 84 lakhs a year to 1 crore and 
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22 lakhB or by 45 per cent, and the Budget estimate for the next year ih Ks I 
orore and 37 lakhs or an increase of 63 per cent, in five years. Ir is intt restiiiir 
to compare the figures on certain other items of expenditure whjcli directi v 
concern the people of this Presidency, e.y,, Education, Sanitation and 
Irrigation. It appears that in 1912-13 the total charges under head ‘E<:n- 
cation’ amounted to Rs. 73i lakhs and in 1917-18 of Ks. 81 lakhs or an 
increase of less than 10 per cent, and this after the receij)t nf : ht' larer 
amounts expressly granted by the Government of India for that pniposi'. 
The expenditure on Sanitation for the same period was Rs. 7: hikhs and 
Rs. 5 lakhs, respectively, or a decrease of 31 per coni., while Uic 
expenditure on irrigation is practically the same. 1 may also Im* pt rniil i.cil 
here to refer to some other relevant facts. In the Budgt^t lor 1914-ir> 
large sums were provided for the spread of education and improvnummt 
of sanitation, but on the breaking out of the war it was intimat(‘d that all 
works of improvement should be stopped and that it inighi also bo lUHossarv 
to curtail the expenses of general administration. Tin- iiOn-ofHcial members 
of t his Council were also urged not to hamper thc^ Government during tln^ 
time of war by pressing the claims of sanitation or of education. Hut so far 
the result has been that in this malaria-stricken country the only ('st a hlisli- 
ment that has been curtailed is the Sanitation Department. Tin* larg(' sums 
set apart for the improvement of education has also not been spent umhu- 1 In- 
orders of Government. Hut year after year we find fresh and new sednunes 
brought forward in connection with the police and this can ordy nienn that it 
is the deliberate policy of the Government to favoii r expendit uia^ on the police 
at the expense of education and sanitation. My Lord, I think tin* time has 
come when we should cry ‘halt * to this state of things. Have the tiovirn- 
niont any idea as to how many projects for the improvement of sanifali()n 
are being hung up for financial reasons? nineteen sch(un(^s, whicdi have 
administratively approved ttnd costing about Rs. 31 J lakhs. hav(' lau-n fK)sr- 
poned on account of financial stringency and 40 othf*r schem(*s estimates I to cost 
Rs. 95 J lakhs could not be finally submittt-d even for administral ivt- a|>proval 
principally for these la-asons. ddiese are sclnunes for tlu- imt)i( »\(‘ment 
of waterworks and drainag(‘ of only certain of the. munl(‘i))ali. i('s in Ih-iigal 
to which under the existing rules Government mak(‘ a cont rilnit ion of ordy 
one-tliird of the crost, but in some cas(>s, c.^., tljo l)a(‘ca sewi-rage, amoiin: mg to 
Rs. 10 lakhs, or the waterAVorks of the Ruparian Municipalitif^s. arnoiin'ing t(» 
Rs. 35 lakhs, Government will have to me(‘t a large part r)f thr- c(>st ultimately. 
These' projt^cts only conc-ern certain inunicipaliti(-s oidy and 
large schemes of sanitation whieJj the Sanitary Gommissionm' 
to bring foi’ward before Government for t.h(‘ aimdioration 
condition of the people of this Presiihmcy. Seheim^s of 
reclamation of silted-np rivers and waterways, which have 
taken up by Your Lordship’s Government, will also have tf> l>e (tarra 
the scourge of maiaria is to be drive:: Gh't G'f t!r‘ GGfirdry. Wlieii just five 
years ago I mov(^<l in this Council to set apart the sum of Rs. 20 lakhs 
grante<l by^hfj Governimmt of India for sanitation for* the [rurpose of suf)f)]ying 
of pure drinking water. Sir William I)uk(j said that t lie. Goveriiineiit vv(u*e 
quite willing to spend money for the supply of drinking water, but that the 
local bodies could not take advantag<* of the assistance of (L)vernmeiit because 
they were not ready with their projects. Now it ajjpears iliat the mnnieif)ali- 
ties of this Presidency were* ready with 16 proj(-cts for tie- hnjj/Jv of drinking 
water and 40 projects for drainage, involving a cost of Rs. 1 , 26 , ’>0,000, but 
there is very little money in the till available to carry tijem out. [hojf^ctH 
for improving the conditions of other municipaliti(-s and of district boards arc 
being formed, though at present, as already stated, tfie number of Hchern(?H 
not yet carried out is very large. Then as regards primary education. It 
has practically become the fashion to take for granted that the cost for 
its extension should be met by a direct tax which is alwa 
and the responsibility for which should be taken by the 
My Lonl, while I do net shrink from the fact that the 
should take the responsibility that is properly theirs, but t 


do uof me bide 
will soon ha\(- 
- I tie- gcunwal 
irrigatjoii and 
droady bc.cni 
out jf 
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imply that it is necessary or equitable that the whole cost of primary 
education should fall upon their shoulders. The resources of local bodies in 
Europe and America are not limited to rates as in Bengal, but in many places 
they enjoy a part or even the whole of the income derived from excise and 
also part from income-tax and other sources, which in India are treated as 
properly belonging to the general revenue of the country. Besides, they aiso, 
in most instances, get additional help from the national treasury for the 
improvement of primary education. The Government will therefore have to 
contribute substantial sums towaids the improvement of primary education. 
The question of secoiniary and Univo^rbity education are also bound to draw 
a larger share of the general i^evenues of the Presidency in the near future. 
1 therefore do not see how can the Government be justified in incurring such 
a larg(i and increasing expenditure at the present time and year after year on 
the ])olice. This point of view is still more accentuated by the fact that the 
Gov( 0 *nment prf)})os(Ml to draw on the balances to i he extent of Rs. 40 lakhs. 
During the present financial stringencies no m^w expenditure should be 
allowed that can possibly lie postponed. I am fully aware oE the fact that 
peace and order should \)r maintained in this country, but when police charges 
hav(^ incn‘-ased in the course of some 10 or 12 years from Rs. 35 lakhs a 
year to 1 crore and 37 lakhs a year or mort^. than four times^ it is time that 
the charges should l>e carefully scrutinised and curtailed if j)ossible. Every 
year we are practically told that this new and additional police chargt*s must 
b(^ sanction(‘d oi* Governnumt will not bo responsible for law and order in 
the (country. Such arguments might hold good for one or two years, but 
when the same stock argument of ‘ the wolf’ ‘ the wolf ’ is repeated year after 
y<^ar ])eopl<‘ are justified in being sceptical about tlnmi and cannot take them 
for granted. Ki^ally we are at a loss to tliink where tht‘ cost of the police 
administration would lead us and whether it will not practically swallow all 
incr(^a8(^ of revenue in future. 

Last year we ihought that all that the Oovernimmt wantt^d to spend on 
the ] oli(u‘ had btMUi provided for in the Budgt;l. It cannot bt^ said that the 
anarchical crinu'S Uavv increased within the last 12 months or that iliere 
hav(^ betm mnv d(' velopments, necessitating the incn^ase of expenditure ontl>e 
police. \\ v see an increase of expcmditure in the polica* among others under 
the additional temporary posts for Intelligence Branch Rs. 1.04,308. Increase 
of th(‘ t(unporary posts for District Intelligence Stall Ks. 2,13,446. Where is 
the urgent necessit\’ for s}>en<ling Ks. 80,000 tor construction of launches for 
riviu- patrol arrangements in the Galcutta Police and a lakh of ruptn^s f(n- the 
construction of steam launcht‘S for the River Polict' in Eastern Bengal? 
Where again is the necessity, and this necessity must be of an urgent nature, 
to justify tin* (*xptmdit ure of such a large amount of m(uii*y as Rs. 6,75.(K)0 
provi(h>d in tin* Budg(*i in this war time and all necessary improvements are 
jield over till tlu^ r(*turn of iioiuuai times for woiks in progress of the Police 
PopariuKmi in connection ^^'lth the reorganisation of tlio Eastern Bengal 
Police. No cas(' has been made Cut by Government for this increased 
expenditure on the head of ‘Police.’ Then again Government want to draw 
Rs. 2 lakhs for the Bhowanipore Asylum on the ground that it is neces- 
sary to have an Gbservation Hospital for lunatics in or near Calcutta. 
Jr ii is Jieoded it can be taken from tlie amount allotted for the Lunatic 
Asylum at Ranchi. But 1 do not press for this item. Have the Government 
considered tin* eflect of mortgaging future increases in revenue on all schemes 
of Improvement ? Have the Government considered the possible demands 
pt education and of sanitation on the resources of the State in the near future 
^nd their urgency and can the Government say, after a careful comparison of 
the relative claims of different items of expenditure, that they are justified in 
incurring such heavy and additional expenditure on the Police Department 
year after year? Have the Government ever considered the effect of sanc- 
tioning without much scrutiny heavy items of expenditure oiv-a single depart- 
ment of the State year after year and as to whether it does not lead to a 
wrong and wasteful idea of the value of money and ^’^en loss of efficiency 
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iu tfae Department ? Have the Government eveii considered the fa('t that 
heavy expenditure is not synonymous with increased efticiency and that in 
many cases such a policy leads to abuse and relaxation of effort in future 
which cannot be got rid of under the law at present. My Lord, I am fully 
conscious that the non-official members of this Council have no vote in 
passing the Budget and the Kxecutive Government is ah)ne n'sponsible for 
all expenses, hut I think we should not be justified as rei)r(^sent ati vi^s of the 
people in silently acquiescing without protest in a policy which practically 
mortgages our future resources. I do not know what shapt^ t in* promised 
reforms will take, hut with promises of responsible Government an»l als») tin* 
necessity of very large expenditure on education and sanitation in the near 
future Government can never be justified in drawing upon t ht‘ l)alanct*M for 
current expenditure. Cut your coat acconling to your cloth is a well-known 
maxim. A depleted treasuiy and a heavy recurring liability is not a very 
pleasant state of thiugs to contemplate.” 


The Hon’ble Mk. Crum sai 1 ; — 

‘‘My Lord, regarding this resolution, I feel that something mon‘ tlian a 
mere vote is required to give expression 1(3 tln^ feelings of tin' ChanihtM*or 
C( 3 mmerce on the subject of police. When I I'ectdved iny pa[)c'r8 two days 
ago I found that out of 35 resolutions no h^ss than 22 proposed a reduction in 
the Police Budget, and many of the primary parts of these resolutions met 
with (‘onsiderahle favour from me, that is to say, ns far as their primary 
p(3rtions wen? concerned, I felt that they were deserving in many (‘ases of 
<*onsidoration ; hut when I considered that combined with th(?s(‘ very ex- 
cellent n'solutions then* was a (pn^stion of the reduction of tht' Polict* Budgc't. 
I deci(.icd undoul)tedly to vote against them. I naturally tried to find wln^ther 
the Hon’bh? Memh(M*8 who moved these resolutions put forward any 
very cogent reasons for the reduction in tin? Police Budget and I have not l)(*en 
able to find any at all. The first rt?as(3n put forward, and it was put forward 
by several Hon’l)le Members, was that they wantt^d mom\v and it wouhl not, 
matter very much if a little was taken out of tht* PoHc?e Budget. W(d], the 
accumulated effect of all these resoluti^ms, before we come to this particular 
one, amounted t(3 Rs. 18 lakhs, so that it was really a very larg(? sum which the 
Iloirble Members wanted to take out of the Police Budge't. 

The second reason put forward was that the efficiency of tin? poli(?o was 
not commensurate with the expenditure. That, my Lord, is a matter ()l 
opinion. We non-officials do not know whether the expenditure on tln^ police 
is commensurate — I think it is — and there are oth(?r gentl(?Tn(ni who may not 
be of the same opinion. We must be guided in this ruattm* by Vour Loi'dship 
in consultation with your (ifficial advisers. Th(?refore, for this r(?aHon, 1 (?(n)- 
siier that we cann )t bring forward tliat argument in favour (jf tin? reduction 
in the am(3unt budg(M,ted for the polic(?. The Hon’bh? Movt?r ol this rcHolution 
has asked for a wholesale reduction in the Pijlice Budget , becaUH(‘, I uudm - 
stand, there are several other deserving objects to whicli this sum nniy be 
devoted, and because the expenditure on the police? had bec^n so very large 
during the last few years. My Lord, we, menilMu s (3f tin? Bengal tJijamber of 
Commerce, consider that the first duty of Gov(‘rnment is to maintain an 
efficient and able police force, and we do not beli^^ve that the p(^dic(? (3an I)h 
maintained as efficient as tln^y should bt? without expenditure*. \V o also 
believe that, in order to increase the effi(?iency <3f tlie police force, (?fforts 
should be made to get a better class of men into th(^ force, to improv^(? their 
surroundings and to make them more contented ; in that case only will vo^ry 
many of the undoubted police evils disappear. 

“ Finally, I would like to pay a tribute to the splendid work which the police 
of Bengal have done during the last Itbree or four years. The Hon’ble 
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Mr. Keateven mentioned thia in speaking at ’l)elhi last week, and it is a sul)ject 
which I would like to enlarge upon and to assure the police here that they 
have our entire support. My Lord, with regard to any motion which has as a 
part of its proposition a reduction in the amount budgetted for the police^ 1 
should like to say that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce will certainly vote 
against any such reduction.” 


The Hon’l>le Dr. Howells said : — 

My Lord, I ilo not quite sympathise with the attitude of my Bengali 
friends as I liavt^ seen it in this Council in regard to ])olice affairs and the 
maintenance of I he police in a state c>f real efficiency. With the previous 
spiiaker 1 take it that the hrst duty of the Government is to maintain law and 
order and the maintenance of the police force in a state of the most thorough 
efficiency absolutely necessary for that purpose. Now how far the police 
force under present conditions has succeeded in helping the Government to 
realize the first purpose of its being may be doubtful and I cannot but feel 
that tlie attitude of so many in Bengal towards the police is to some extent 
resf)onsible for this state of affairs. The p.diee are so far as J can see 
largely recruited in the country and there is a feeling that they have not 
the sympathy of their own people in (tarrying on their work. The result of 
this is in som(‘ cases really serious. Some little tim(‘ ago I was talking with 
a missionary friend who has been for more than thirty years in very close 
touch with village life of Bengal and he expressed to me the deliberate 
opinioji that in the course of his experience he has come to hold the view that 
it is practically impossible for a poor man to get justice done in Bengal. That 
is a very serious thing to say. But in the main I should say it is justified 
and justfied largely because of the corrupt met hods in vogue in the police — 
specially in its lower ranks. Govcumment may have and has the very best 
intentions for maintaining law and ord(U’, but it is manifestly dependent 
upon the efficiency of the lower ranks of the police as well as the higher 
ranks if it is t.o carry out the object it has in view. I do not understand 
how my Bengali friends complain of the corruption and wrong methods 
of th(* ])olice force and yet at every Uirn object to money being spent on 
the police. It seems to me that if wc^ are to maintain law and order in a 
thorough way, a further and continuous expenditure on the police forct^ is 
absolutely necessary otherwise Government has no right to continue its exis- 
tence and 1 trust that my Bengali friends will realize that if they are to have 
a really efficient iiolice force they must give t hcun more sympathy tlian they 
do at present, ddie ]>olice force of London are the pride of London and why ? 
Because* the people of London give them ev(‘ry sympathy and help and there 
is a real co-operation between the police and the people. I should like to 
see that spirit of co-operation between the people and the police in Bengal — 
a real desire, when a crime is committed not to keep it away from the police, 
a real desire for its thorough detection and punishment. It is only when that 
spirit enters into the people of Bengal and when they are ready to co-operate 
with their own countrymen and with the Government in detecting and punish- 
ing crimes and when the police force feel they are to help and not oppress 
the people it is then that we will have a police force here like that of London. 
The police will then become the pride of Bengal. The police force of a country 
must be very largely dependent on the ideas in vogue regarding the police 
in that country. The police will noi in themselves be higher in ideals and 
in methods than the ideals and methods which the people of the country 
entertain regarding what the police force ought to be.” 


The HonT)le Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

” Sir, the course of this debate on the Financial Statement in its relation 
to the police, reminds me somewhat of the daily events which happen in the 
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splwre of war. From sucli news of the war as is vouohsafe.l to us bj' 
Relltor we are now all familiar with the daily raids which hap|KMi over a 
pOrtod of time ; they are small tiling individually, but they continue tor 
sonae weeks, until we wake up one morning to Hnd that the attack in force 
hatf taken place. There is some analogy between these telegrams and the 
coarse of this debate. Yesterday and earlier tivday we have had tlie minor 
but incessant raids, taking various forms and delivered in various places, Init 
mostly checked before they readied the financial trenches liy tlie harragt> jmt 
up by the various Departments in whoso favour expenditure on the police 
was sought to be reduced. Now we come to the attick in forct' which, if it 
does not annihilate the object assailed, woul I, if successful, at any rate have 
verj’ serious results on its efficiency. 


‘‘The first reason adducid for the acceptance of the resolution, tSir. as I 
understand the Hon’ble Mover, is a financial one— that we are going ahead too 
fast having regard to the financial situation, and therefore on groiimls of 
economy and prudence should curtail our e.xpenditure generally, especially in 
view of the large sum by which our expenditure for the year “xceeds our 
income. As regards this, 1 would only say that the prudential motives for 
husbanding our financial resources at the present moment are mainly based 
upon considerations of Imperial finance. These have been explained on 
various occasions by the Hon’ble Sir William Meyer, and it would be inappro- 
priate to go into them here. If, therefore, we have receive I the sanction ol 
Hie Government of India to our Budget, I think that wo m ly fairly take it 
that the Government which is primarily interested in the accumulation ol 
the provincial balances is, on its part, satisfied that our needs justi y the stej. 
wo tiropose to take in incurring expenditure from them Although we have 
exceeded our income by a considerable sum. 1 would further draw the atten- 
tion of the Council to the fact tliat we anticipate to close this year with a 
balance of Rs. 3, .37, 32,000, out of whbdi Rs. 81 lakhs is a fny* balance, not 
earmarked for particular purposes. Considering that our prescribed mininiuin 
provincial balance is Rs. 20 lakhs, I think we may reasonably say that, as a 
province, we are in a sound financial position. So much lor the general 
financial question. 


“ Coining to the particular matter of the police, the argument, as the 
Hon’ble Mr. Crum has said, falls under two heads ; first, that our expenditure 
on the police is very large and is growing at a most undesirable rate ; aiui 
secondly, that there are very many other deserving objects in the province to 
which ‘our funds should bo devoted. It is undeniable that there aie a 
thousand things which we would like to see done if wo had nioiiey ; m as 
regards the contention that it is only the expenditure on the police whicli 
is going up by leaps and bounds, while everything else is unduly riitanle I, 
would like to call the attention of the Council to a few figures which show 
that on many of the more popular Departments expenditure in recent 
has equally gone up very rapidly. Taking the figures for the two jears 
1912-13 factSals) and for 1918-19 (Budget) as given in the 
have been distributed to Hon^ble Members, we find that within that n _ 
the charges under the bead of ‘ Education have nsen from Rs. _ 

Rs. 103 lakhs. The expenditure under the head of Medical m ' 

Rs. 22i lakhs ; it is nearly Rs. 27 lakhs for 1918-19 ; the cost of 

Rs. lakhs in 1912-13, it is now lli Agriculture, which ‘th* 

lakhs in 1912, now totals Rs. 14 lakhs. Therefore it <loos not piov. 

expenditure on police is excessive merely because it has been 

There are other Departments, as to the iiti ity of which there I'^ncreasing 

ence of opinion, towards which money is being devoted in an . j 

way. That the expenditure on ixilice is large, I admit ; and ^ 

the justification is that we are only now making up «rpecially 

years. AU those who have investigated the provismn for the police 

m Eastern Bengal, in the matter, for instance, of equipment and build g« 
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agree that it is below the level of, I would h6t ftay comfoH, but efficiency, and 
we are nOw trying to make these and other deficiencies good. Illustrations 
of the fact can be drawn from the particular items to which the Hon’hle Member 
has drawn attention, and I will brieflj’^ explain their character, but I do not 
propose to expand upon the general merits or demerits of the police. I think 
the work o£ the Department would proceed more efficiently and smoothly if 
it was recognise 1 both by this Council and by the public that the sole desire 
of Government is to see tirat the work entrusted to the police is done honestly 
and efficiently, and this, too, is the sole desire of the superior officers of the 
force ; it is with that desire only that we make proposals for increased 
expenditure. We believe we have done much to attain that object, and 
although mucli still remains to be done, we shall persevere and progress 
steadily towards that end. 

“ Turning to these particular schemes I would point out that the Hon’ble 
Member has by inadvertence made one or twjo errors. In the first place his 
opening item of one laKh is really included in his item no. 15 of Rs. 1,48,596. 
Secondly, liis item nos. 3 and 5, i.e.. tin? amounts of Rs. 80,000 and Rs. 79,996, 
an^ similarly included in item no. II for Rs. 1,26,765. The Hon’ble Member 
has dupHeated th(i items by a mistake which I can explain to him personally 
later. 

As regards the first item, which is really part of the total of Rs. 1,48,596, 
this concerns a very old scheme. The urgent no('d of the b(Tter pcdicing of 
tlie large rivers of Eastern Bengal and Assam was emphasised by the Police 
CJommission as far ago as 1904, and if this can be ensured it is obviously a 
matter by which the p(H)ple of East(3rn Bengal will benefit. The frequent 
incidemts which are reported in the j)aper8 show that tlu* outlying reaches 
of these large rivers ar(»- largely at the mercy of dacoits. Tlie late Govern- 
ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam elaborated a scheme in 1!)10 at a capital 
cost of Rs. 11,24,000 and recurring (jost of Rs. 4,48,000. The Imavy capital 
items were for headquarters, floating thanas and launches, with recurring 
charges for establishments and cost of running the boats. The outlay is neces- 
sitated by th(‘ eircumstances of I he country which distinguish it from other 
parts of the proviiK^e. The })roposal was sanctioned by tin* Government of 
India, after some curtailment, in PUPand they promised and gave Rs. 10,38,000 
non-recurring and Ks. 3,60,000 recurring. dlie Council will therefore 
see that to that exbmt money was actually given to us for this particular 
object. Since them, the late Government of Eastern Bengal and’ Assam and 
the present (lovernment, hav(* gradually been trying to intrcxluce thes(^ 
reforms. The very slow progr(‘88 made attracted the unfavourable attention 
both of the Government of India and of the Secretary of State ; so instead 
of undue extravagance, we have In^en accustMl in higher quarters of undue 
delay. But the difficulties are great, especially at the present moment ; they 
are due partly to the want of funds and partly to the inability of the dockyard 
authorities to const ruct launches, which are in urgent demand for military 
purposes. Even, at the present moment, it will be observed tliat we are not 
now giving the Inspector-General all for which he asks, and he will only get 
Ks. 1 lakh non-recurring against Rs. 2,38,000 wanted. 


“ 1 dealt with items 2, 6 and 7 yestei’day in connection with another reso- 
lution, and I do not repeat what I then said. 

“ I now come to item no. 3 which, as 1 have already said, is included in 
item no. 11. The whole provision is in pursuance of a sch'Uiie which was 
initiated as the result of enquiries whicli have been made since the war inta 
the efficiency of the arrangements at the port of Calcutta for the detfKJtion 
of smuggling. An enquiry was made by a special officer, deputed by the 
Government of India, who visited Calcutta along with other ports. In 
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-pMirsuance of hie recommendations pv^wals were 1 rained in consultation with the 
k)Ctd officers, hnd the whole scheme contemplates the provision of- six launches 
.with the necessary boat establishments. The net ultimate extra cost 
involved is Rs. 49,.S68 recurring an 1 Rs. 2,69,9.51 n<>n-n»currin|^. Of thiB 
amount, we have already incurred certain ex]Muiditure during 1916-17 and 
1917-18, and the provision in the Budget is, therefore, in res|)t^ct of a pro- 
ject to which effect, is already being given^ and it cannot Ik‘ eliminated. It is 
a reasonable proposal designed to maintain tlie efficiency <>1 our Customs 
arrangement. 

“ As regards the Bhowanipur Asylum I gather that tlie Hon’ble Mover 
withdraws his opposition to it, and I will not discuss it at length although tht> 
expenditure can easily be justifie<l. 

“ Tlie next item is for temporary boat establishnumts. This small provi- 
§^on (Rs. 5.198) is an old scheiiie and has been pending siiua* 191*1. In 1918, 
the temporary boat establishments wert* revised in East(M*n Bengal and 
Assam. This was never done in Westtuii Bengal. In 1914, proposals \vt*re 
made by the Inspect or-(Teneral of Police consequtmt on the rise in the wag»*K 
of laliour and tlie rates of boat hirt*, and the m^cessity J[or more boats and for 
their retention for longer periods. It is in consequence of ili(‘ i^xistencf* of 
so many rivers in Bengal that it lias b«‘en foun 1 iU‘C(‘ssary to maintain a large 
number of boats for the efficient working of the police. 

“ The next item is for hire of launches, and Rs. 27,608 hits b(‘(m provi(l(‘d 
on this account, owing to the fa(;t that since tin* war many of our launclies 
have b(^en r(*<iuisitioned by t ln^ military aiitliorities and sent to Mesopotamia, 
with the result that they have had to be ri^placed by hired ve8K(‘lK. We an* 
glad to be able to help the military authorities, and 1 supposi* we shall g<‘t 
back the money in some form or fithor, when the military aiithoritii's f>ay us 
for the boats they have taken from us. 

“We C(»iue next to the it(un touching the incri'anc^ in the pay of the 
constables of the (’alciitta Poliet\ At present, these* men draw Rs. 11, Rs. 12, 
Rs. 13 and Rs. 14, after varying periods of servica*. Their pay was last revisiMl 
in 1914. Subsequent (Uihaiicc^iiHmts in the cost of living have sjiown tliai 
these rates are inadequate to produce recruits, and last year we W(‘re, at one 
time*, faced with a deficiency in the force of 5 to bOt) iu(m ; in a large city ol 
the importaniH* of Calcutta, where the property inten^sts at stake are so 
Qiiornious, this is obviously a gr(‘at danger. Necessarily, tli(*n, W(^ considerfMi 
bow recruitment could be revived, and we examined variniis exj)edi(mtK, 
amongst them the payment of a war bonus. We, came to thf* eonclusion. 
however, that as the conditions were really of a permanent character, sine** 
once we increased the rates of pay we could nev(‘r go back to old scale 
after the war, ii was best to give an all round increase of Rs. 2 per nKUisem at 
the different stages, the cost of whicli is estimated approximately at, Re. 1 lakh 
per annum. Even at that, I think it can scarcely be said that the constables 
have been given an excessiv^e living wage. 

“ The next item of Rs. 1,30,759 is for the raising of the proportion of the 
ordinary reserve of head-constables and constabh^s. It is nie]’(d 3 ^ a provision 
for an obvious incident in the working of the Department ; that is to way, we 
have alwa 3’^8 a number of men ill, in tln^ unhealthy districts especially, ti 
certain number under training and a certain number on l(*ave, and for thcs(* 
we must make provision. The matter was dealt with by the I once Commis- 
sion, which put the proportion c)f the reserve at l.'^> [)er cent, of the strength. 
They admitted that the basis of their calculations was not very satisfactory, 
and they recommendel that the figures should be adjusted in the **^^^ ^*^ 
subsequent experience. We have now gained that experience, and since 1912 
the inadequacy of the reserve has been prominently representeil in the annual 
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rsportH. In 1915, a scheme of revision was prepared, and we classified the 
districts on a more Bcientific basis actjording to their relative de^ees of un- 
healthiness. Subsequently this has been scrutinised at considerable lengfth, 
and we have finally submitted proposals to the Government of India grouping 
districts in three classes, in the highest of which the reserve should be 
25 per cent, and in the lowest 21. The Police Commission, basing their 
conclusions on the circumstances affecting India as a whole, had never given 
sufficient weight to the unhealthiness of many districts which now form part 
of Bengal. The reform is estimated to involve a recurring expenditure of 
Rs. 3,47,840 per annum, and a non-recurring expenditure of Rs. 64,715, 
excluding buildings. 


The next item is for tlie regrading of sub-inspectors and hoad-constables 
which amounts to Rs. 60,308. 'Fhis was mentioned yesterday in connection 
with a 7-esolution, with the criticism that we were hurrying on this matter to 
the prejudice of odier things which were equally urgent. I would only 
represent that this reform dates back to 1905. It was recognised and admit- 
ted at the time that the rates of pay <7f head-constables and sub-inspectors 
were inadequate and a better scale was laid down, but it could not be given 
'idffect to in full for financial reasons. This provision is merely in pursuance 
of that very ancient scheme. 


“ The next item is a proposal to raise the pay of head-constables which 
accounts for Rs, 54,114, and relates to a grade about which every province has 
in recent years experienced considerable difficulty. It is probably in respect 
of this class that the recommendations of the Police Commissioner were 
toast satisfactory, among many other useful recommendations which they 
made in other respects ; and, as I have said, (?v(My province has been obliged 
to look further into this matter. The recommendations of the Police Commis- 
sion were to fix the grades of head-constables at Rs. 15, Rs. 20 and Rs. 25. 
Unfortunately, the Government of India, in considering the proposals, 
did not even give what the Police Commissioner recommended, but in 1914 
sanctioned Rs. 17-8, Rs. 20 and Rs. 22-8. The Inspector-General of 
police has now come up with a long report, pointing out that we shall have 
to go higher still, and 1 think that there is fide justification for his 

proposals. He has further pointed out that our maximum of Rs. 22-8 is 
lower than that of Madras, Bombay, the United Provinces and Behar and 
Orissa, tln^ maximum in Bombay being Rs. 35. If thes(^ j^rovinces have 
found it necessary to incn\ase their rates of pay, it is obvious that in Bengal, 
with its high cost of living, the necessity for , raising the maximum is stHl 
greater. 


“ 1 will now refer to a less controversial matter regarding the Secretariat 
Press. Here again tin' sehemo is an old one, and it is practically at the 
same point at wdiich I left it wdien I was transferred from the province 
in 1912. In 1909, a committee sat, of which I had the honour of being a 
member, and which pointed out the need of better press accommodation. 
In 1912, we thought that wo w'ore almost getting a move on, the idea being 
to remove the press to the old Board of Revenue office at Bankshall Street 
which then fell vacant. The removal of the Government of India turned 
the question into other channels as it was thought that we might be able to 
make list* of some of their buildings. Unfortunately we could not get the 
buildings we hoped for. An unsatisfactory expedient was eventually adopted 
of placing a part of the press in a very noisy and unsuitable building near 
the 8ealdah Station, which was kindly made over tons by the Eastern 
Bengal Railwaj". The splitting up of the press made supervision difficult and, 
the opportunities of confusion appreciable. We, therefore, decided to try 
to settle this matter once for all. \\ e have taken up land this year neat 
the new Presidency Jail and hear the Forms Department, thus facilitating/ 
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wwk by haviiig tlie^e two buildinj^ in cIobo proximity ; aiul \v(‘ made thin 
Bitiait provi^ftion. in the ho; e of j^etting on with tlu‘ preparation of th(‘ site. 
'She future demands on the Secretariat Press are not likely to (itHoease and 
in‘fact will probably increase. MtM*ely to take one possibility, that of liaving 
mwe' frequent meetings of (kmncil in future, it is obvious that tlit‘ tlemands 
on the press would thereby increase very much. It is only c‘ommon ju udeiut^ 
to take the necessary steps to meet them in advance. 

1 trust, Sir, that I have justitied in brief outline these entries in the 
Hudget and have established to the satisfaction of the Council that in making 
these provisions we can scarcely be accused of prcKligality.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Aiujl Kaskm said : — 

' My Lord, after the speeches t hat liav(‘ been delivered on this ri*soliition, 

I think we shall be failing in our duty if we are only to give a silent vote 
on it. I rise to-day simply to say that altliougb we support tlu' resolution 
thoved by my Hon’ble friend, Babu Surendra Nath Kay, still wt* want to 
assure Your Excellency s Government, that we are as anxious as aiiylxKly 
else, if not more, to have an (efficient, strong and popular Polic(‘ in this country. 
We have been told that the London police is the pride of London and \\c 
wish we could say the same of the Indian police. If the police is not popular 
in this country, my Lord, the fault certainly docLs not lie wdtli my country- 
men ; the police must be to some (‘xtent responsiblt* for tludr unpopularity. 

If there is no co-operation between tlte polices and the people in this country, 

1 cannot help feeling, my Lord, that the police must be held responsible for 
that want of co-operation, for why should not the people co-operate^ with those 
who protect th(dr lives and property from being endangered by criminals? 
Tt is certainly strange that the very people whose lives are thn‘atened 
and whose properties are destroyed or stolon are the peoi»le who do not 
co-operate with the police who exist in this country for their protection. 
Who gains by this ? Certainly not the people of this eountry. Our griev- 
ance is not that more money should not be spent on the polica*, hut that we 
should see that the money is not misspent. No doubt this year also a goul 
deal of elociuence’, of inditferent eloquence has been expended during^ these 
few days.. Hut, my Lord, I want to impress upon Your Excellency s (k)uncil 
that we all representing various interests in this Council some rc'prc^se.nting 
Municipalities, some District Jioards, others again spocial electorates coming 
from different parts of the presidency, — we all agree in thinking that tiie ( X- 
penditure on the police is extravagant and ought to lx* curtailed. riiere must 
be some cogent reasons for this. Tliis is n(»t the first time that wo are entering 
our protest — we did it last year and this year also we have to represent it again 
and wa hope and trust that whatever may be the fate of the resolution, at 
any rate we have made it cU^ar that there is a go<>d case lor inquiry into- 
the matter — a careful inquiry about the working and th(‘ etticieru^y of tlie 
Police Department. My Lord, we, the real people, are afraid even to lo Ige 
complaints before the police when there is a theft in the hoUH(* or in the 
village because the presence of the police in an outlying part of the district is 
considered as a visitation. Those who have any experience of the rural areas 
will agree with me in this statement of mine. The other day I had the horioiji 
of being one of a party who went to investigate cases of alleged police oppri. 
sion in oonneotion with the looting of h&ts. We were told that in a ceitain 
district an inquiry was held by a Magistrate who found no cases ot oppression, 
but when we told him about specific cases and after another inquiry he fount 
ifc. necessary to suspend some police officers and start prosecutions a^inst 
them. Bat before the non-official agency was there, no case was found 
against the police. Complaints from various parts of the district reached us 
where villagers would not dare complain against the police and some o us 
had to go to these places to make investigations on the spot. 1 hope. 
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however, that this extra expenditure will make the police more efficient and 
more popular witli my countrymen.’^ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, 1 must first apologise for my late appearance in Council to-day, 
but at the same time I consider it somewhat fortunate that I droppeci in at an 
opportune moment and have got an opportunity of saying a few words with 
reference to a resolution which raises a question of some importance not 
merely to the Government but also to the people of this country. 


My Lord, I may at once begin by saying that the expenditure of eloquence 
on the budget allotment on the police will this year be of a somewhat 
aggravated eliaracter as compared with that expenditure in the past. Or to 
put it briefly, we shall try to keep pace with the increased expenditure shown 
by Government in the budget allcjtment as compared with previous years. 
If those who aie responsible for running tlu^ department, if those who are 
responsible for framing thci budget, want to cut down non-official eloquence 
on this point, my advice to them is that tln^y should also try to cut down 
a little of the wasteful expcmditure on this particular department of 
Government. I have already committed myself by saying wasteful ex- 
penditure, but I hope J shall be able to make good the charge oven at this 
late hour of the day. 1 droppeni in at a time when Dr. Howells was speaking, 
and I heard him appealing to the Kengali Members of this Council to sliow 
a little sympathj^ for this department, if we are all agreed that this depart- 
ment should be honest, upright and efficient. I will only say that we are 
prepared to show our sympathy, and sympathy in an abundant measure, 
but we also stipulate that while we are prepared to extend a little more 
of our sympathy, Government should also discontinue showing unmerited 
sympathy so far as this particular deparinient is concerned. I have often 
wondered how it is, so far as the Police Department is concerned, that 
the people and the Government are almost invariably ranged against each 
other ; the more Government wants to justify expenditure on the police, 
the more Government want to justify the action of the police, the more 
Government want to whitewash the acts of the police, the greater seems to 
be the persistent and j)opular outcry that the expenditure on the police is 
wasteful, and that the sympathy which the Government is showing is abso- 
lutely misplaced. Is there in any country a pai'allel to what we find in India, 
where the divergence of Government and popular views sometimes amounts to 
a positive scandal ? The fact cannot be ignored that it is not against the 
Kuropean members of the police that the public raise their voice ; the fact 
cannot be ignored that we do not mean the European Superintendents or 
Assistant Superintendents when wo say that the police are corrupt — wd mean 
the constables, the head-constables, the sub-inspectors and sometimes even 
the inspectors but nothing beyond that. Everybody knows that this class 
of public officers comprises wholly Indians and nobody else. How is it, 
my Lord, that we, holding responsible positions in this country, raise our 
voice against our own countrymen ? How is it that we do not say anything 
against the Euroj ean members of this force, but when the sub-inspectors 
or inspectors are concerned, we do not hesitate to say that these men must be 
presumed to be corrupt unless and until it is shown that they are honest. 
As a matter of fact it is somewhat incredible to hear that a police officer is 
honest. If anybody such as a sub-inspector is said to be honest atr present, 
he is considered something like a prodigy. He is considered as an exception 
to the general rule. How is h. my Lord^tfiat such a state of thrin^ prevail 
here without a parallel in any other part of the world ? I think 1 inay sub- 
mit for the consideration of Your' Exocdlency one little fact w'hich is often 
overlooked, but which will go a great way to explain this ^rticnlar state of 
Ihings. In my opinion the factt^h^t ihe police is ill-paid may be a reason, but 



Resolutions. 437 

Maulot Fazl-ul-Haq. 

the real reason wliy the police are corrupt lies in tue fact that totliem is extend- 
ed a sympathy which is sometimes unmerited and often misplaced, and which 
iu almost all cases is inexcusable. Almost every one of us as a father of 
children has to deal with our own household and we know how it is that 
children are spoilt. I do not know what the custom is in Europe, but iu 
India the children are spoilt by the excessive zeal on the part of parents, 
showing them undue favour and not punishing them when they deserve it . 
This unmerited favoui-, undeserved sympathy and want of punishment is 
indeed the reason why children get spoilt. Indeed, what arc th.^st* jmlice officers 
under this system of administration — they are the spoilt children of Gov(»ni- 
ment. 


I may quote some facts and figures : Some time after these hat-l<Mting 
disturbances took place we had been hearing reports from almost all parts 
of the Presidency of oppressions by the police, wc have been hearing that 
the police had been arresting vill.agers and had been releasing some of 
them after taking money, and had been committing all sorts of oppression. 
These are the kinds of complaints we always hear against tint police. 
We did riot at first believe them, but when th(^ rtij orts beoaiiK* perHistent 
and report after report began to come in, we thoui.rbt it our tluty to lioltl 
some sort of enquiry to find out the tru(^ facts, and to places ihoHc facts btdore 
the Government. My friend, the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kaytun, and I went over 
to Noakhali and the Ilon’ble Mr. Asliraf All Khan Cliaudhury to Rangpur. 
We went to see tlie District Magistrate — the Dii^trict Magistrate is an 
European whom 1 happened to know before, and I km‘w also that if 1 
could make out a good case Iu* was not tin* man to shirk his duty but 
would bring the offenders to justict^. At first when we wi*nt aiul told 
him what had happenetl lie woul I not bidiov^e me. He said ^ J am tlie 
District Magistrate, if tlu*n^ was an3’’thing in th<‘ district 1 certainly 
would have known it. How is it that you gtuitlenum who came from 
Calcutta know what I do not know.’ I told him what had hapjxuuMl 
and also why it is that tlie Magistrat*^ knows liitle of th(*S(‘ tilings. 
It is because the District Magistrate semns always to be surrounded with a 
majesty of authority. To get to him om^ has to overconu^ s(*.V(U*al chaprasis 
ami a lot of mastifs and grey hounds, and that was the n^ason probably 
why people could not apjiroach the District Magistrate. lit* listtmtM^l to u.'> 
very sympathetically and he promised that he wouhl hold sonn; entiuiry 
providtvd I could give some specific instances. My frimid, Maulvi Abul 
Kasem, took the stateirumts of about 20 persons and we told tliest* 
that if these statements were not home out on enquiry they would he prostumt- 
ed under sections 182 and 211. They took the risk of that prosecution, ddit^ 
result was the District Magistrate went into the loc;ality and as sfion as lie 
found that these allegations were specific, he held enquiries with the result 
tliaX be has prosecuted 2 constables, 5 head-constables, 10 cliaukidars and 
half-a-dozen daffadars ami alsc^ 3 sub-inspectors. 


Similarly we heard complaints from Rangpur. My friend, Mr. Asraf Ali 
Khan Chaudhu'y, recorded some statements and he submitted them to th<* 
District Magistrate there. Somehow or otlier nothing has yet been done 
there, and having regard to the fact that thes^tf statements are definitf^ 
allegations, I gave notice of a resolution, requesting the appointment of a 
committee to enquire into those allegations. Unfortunately I was unable 
to be present that, day and my friend Maulvi Abul Kasem move<l that 
resolution on my behalf, but the resolution was not accepted. I put this 
question without prevarication to Sir Henry Wheeler : Was it not th*=* 
duty of the Government to accept that resolution without comment ? 
We wanted an enquiry and we wanted some responsible officer to hold 
that enquiry. Was it not also the duty of Govcrnraont to hold the enquiry 
in the^ interests of the Police Department itself, to justify the action of 
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the police and to show that tlie allegations that we made were unjustifiable? 
The attitude however taken by the Government was this : as soon as the notice 
()f that resolution was given instead of looking into the fact whether those 
allegations were well-founded or not. Government took up an attitude of 
definite obstruction and constituted themselves guardians or trustees for 
the police. I submit that this is not the right attitude to take up and the 
result of this is that the police think that they may commit oppression in the 
villages, even though their action may be challenged in the Legislative Council 
in the presence of Your Excellency. They get an idea that they are safe so 
long as they can get the Superintendent of Police duped, and so long as they 
can convince tlu^ District Magistrate that they are doing nothing wrong, they 
can do whatever they like and there is no earthly power to challenge their 
actions. I, tlierefore, think that Government unnecessarily shows sympathy 
wdiere sympathy is inadvisable and often misplaced. Secondly, my Lord, we 
are told there are very many undesirable things with regard to police 
administrations, and Sir Henry Wheeler lias told us that vc^ry many of these 
undesirable things will disay pear if only we had the money. I submit that 
bett(‘r pay may obviate some of the difficulties of the present diiy, but it 
will not get over all the difficulti(‘S, nor would a iner(‘ increase of pay 
render th(‘ police officer more honest. I w^ill cite, my Lord, one instance 
of a personal cliaractcT. I have got two hous(‘S in Calcutta — one in wffiich 
1 hold my office and the other in wdiich my family lives. One member of 
my family fell ill and I sent my sc^rvant to fetch me some money from my 
office in order to pay the doctor. 1 he man went running breathlessly 
b(‘cause he knew th(‘ -necessity was urgent. 1I(‘ was challenged by a 
constable ; he told the constable that he w^as my servant and his particular 
puri)ose, still the constable accompani(‘d him, came to my clerk to verify 
his statement, but in spit(* of that the servant was dragged to the 
thana and kept confined till the next morning. I complained about that 
constable to a sub-inspector, but 1 found that ho was not particularly 
prepared to prosecute* or to punish him because it w^as a trifling matter. As 
I did not, want to create a scandal I did not carry the mattm* furth(*r. I 
ask you if that constable who behaved towards my servant in that \vay w^ould 
Ik* a better officer if he was paid 11s. 25 a month instead of Rs. 12, certainly 
not. The n'ason is this : the const abb* knows that whatev(*r he may du^ 
if he can only gel the hara sahib to back him, he can dtd'y tho wdiole 
world and wdth impunity. Lastly, there is another reason why the police 
are corruj t and continue to Lx^ corrupt. 1 do not hesitate to say that 
tin* practice of declining to hold enquiries even when Government have 
been cognizant of the fact that these peojile are corrupt. Mr. Beatson R(dl 
know^s more than anybody else that in the district of Bakarganj a police 
officer is rt*quired to k(*(^p a hired boat throughout the year. It is essentially 
a river district, and a police officer wdio does not keep a boat cannot do 
his touring. A sub-inspector gets some Rs. 50 or 60 as boat allew^ance on an 
average, but he has to pay for b(^)at hire Rs. 60 or 70 — this is the usual charge 
for a kosh boat. Therefore the amount he gets from Government as allow- 
ance is not sufficient tok(*ep a boat, and he has got to pay for other things 
besides. But everybody knows that a police officer in Bakarganj lives in a 
style which is not possible for a man who draws Rs. 40 or 50 a month. How 
is that a police officer can live beyond his means? 


[At this stage the •bell rang as the time limit had expired. The 
Hon’ble Member resumed his seat.] 


Tho Hon’ble Sjk Henky Wheeler said ; — 

“ Sir, 1 scarcely think that the remarks of the Hon’ble Member who haR 
just spoken, have any relation to the Financial Statement ; and I, therefore, 
do not propose to follow him into much of what he has said. As, however,. 
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he has asked me a direct question on one point, may I sliorily answer it, 
esj^ecially as, not having been present at the int*t‘tini: to whieli he relers, he 
has given the Council an account of wluit took place, which. I submit, would 
be recognised by all those who were here a.s entirely tuish^ading. I gather 
that he takes exception to our attitude towards a rectuit resolution regarding 
hat-looti 7 ig cases on the ground that we refused an lunpiiry. 'riu‘ whole force 
•of the argument which I then placed before tin' (Council, was that the moment 
we heard of these allegations we directed our officers to make t'mpnries ; 
enquiries wore in fact made in all distric'ts in which sjx^cific chargt's had bneii 
brought, and wln'nevtn- there were reasons to ludi(‘ve that ])olice officers luni 
been guilty of misconduct they wert' pros»‘ciuo<l and panislnnl. This fa<*t is 
entirely inconsistent witli the llc^n’bb* Member’s ndcrcnce to tln‘ polic'c as 
^ spoilt children ’ of Government.” 

Idle Hon’ hie Haiut Surendua NArii Hay said ; — 

My Lord. I wish to say only a fi‘W words in n'ply. Tlnnv is a gtunn-al 
impression that my resolution seeks to eurtail expenditurt' on poli(*e. As a 
matter of fact what I meant to say is this : for tin* last five years theri* lias 
been an increase under the lieail ‘Police’ by about ten or twc^lvi^ lakhs. 
Again this yt*ai* we find tliat it has iiuu-eased by fiftec*n to sixteim lakhs. I 
havt*, already t old the Council tliat this increase is not justifiiMl beeause there 
has been law and order in the land for tin* last twelvt) months. Where 
is tin* neec^ssity for an incroasiMl (^xp(*nditun* by n(*arly lifr(H*n lakhs again 
this year? Wliy go on increasing the expi’iiditun' uinlm- this head — some 
recurring and some non-reeurring ? If tln‘n^ vvas <lisord(*r in tin* land, I would 
have been tin* first to supiiort this heavy expi'inliturt' ; but 1 do not find any 
in'Cossity bu* it now. ddiero must bt^ a limit t<> cNcrythiiig — limit (‘Nam to 
expenJitnia* liy (lovn*rnm('nt on tin' police. lUit instead ol that tln^y an* going 
on increasing th(‘ (*xpenditar(> ev(*ry year. If a good jiortion ol tln^ td ovt'rnim'iit 
iiK'ome is going to be spent on tin* poliet*, I am alraid V(M'y litt-b* will bt* bTt 
for other iKM/essary exjxmditure. Lot us !)e told oin*!* for all wln*r(* you an^ 
gejing to ])Ut tin* limit — wliat is going to be tin* total exjienditu n* on poll(‘(*, so 
that we shall know vvher <3 wt) stand, ddiis is all I have to say in r(*ply. 

The rc'solution was then put and lost. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEIVI No. XXV. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Aih:l Kaskm mov(‘d tin* following Kesolut ion : — 

This Council recomiiieinls to the Gova*rnor in Council that 

(a) a sum of Ks. 1,50,000 lx*, provid<‘d for the (‘stablishnumt of hostels 
for Muhammadan stinbmts outside (kilcutta and I)a(a‘a ; and 

(i) the sum be met out of tlio funds pnjvided for the construction ol 
steam launches for the Ki\’(*r IN/lico in Lastern Himgal (I lakh) 
and for Kivt‘r patrol in the Calcutta l^>lice (Ks. 50,000j. 


He said — 

My Lord, the want of hostels for Muhammadan boys has been f(*lt for a 
very long time, and it was iny privilege, and I may add my misfortune, to move 
a similar resolution in this Council on two pr(*viouH occasions during the 
discussion of tiie Financial Statement, and I am afraid that this year I 

am moving it with no better liopos of success. In this resolution I ask for 
Jiostels f or Muhammadan students not only because I happen to represent a 
Muhammadan constituency, but because I feel that it is indeed to the general 
interest of the country that Muhammadan education should advance and 
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progress at a more rapid rate than it has done in the past and is doing at present. 
Muhammadans are said to be bandicapjied and a dead weight in the progress 
of the country at large for want of education. Whenever we ask for better 
representation on Local Self-Government bodies, or representative institutions^ 
or assemblies, or in the public service, we are generally told sometimes in a 
patronising way that the Muhammadans should educate themselves better 
before they could claim better rights and privileges. W^e now ask for better 
opportunities for educating ourselves and for the progress of education. I at 
any rate expect the sympathy of Government and the Department of Educa- 
tion. 1 do not care from what allotment the fund is to be provided. We have 
said enough and more than enough on the expenditure on folice, and every- 
body has tried to draw out of the police fund and the allotment for th# 
partition of Mymensingh and Midnapore, simply because by a study of the 
Financial Statement we have found that these two items only are likely to^ 
be available for more urgent sclurneB. My Lord, everywhere the officers of" 
the department go on inspection, they have felt that the want of a hostel for 
Muhammadan boys is very keenly felt and that a hostel is demanded every- 
where by the ])eople of the locality. We were told yesterday by the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of Education that it would not be reasonable to have a 
Muhammadan College at the present moment, when the University Commission 
was sitting, and J therefore ask that the Government may be pleasc^d to 
provide funds for the establishment of a Muhammadan hostel outside Calcutta 
and Dacca, as besides Calcutta and Dacca the other districts are not likely 
to be affected by the results of the University Commission whatever form these 
recommendations may take. I am afraid there is very little chance of this 
resolution being either accepted or carried, and 1 am only moving it in the hope 
that it will meet with a sympathetic consideration of the Department and tliat 
attiunpts at any rate will be made to provide for the establishment of hostels 
in the next year’s budget. With these few words 1 beg to move the resolution 
which stands in my nanu^.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said : — 

‘'My Lord, 1 rise to support the n^solution moved by my friend, the 
Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, in the hope that c^ven if the resolution be 
not accepted in full, it vvill receive a sympathetic treatment. It might not bo 
accept('d as regards as the amount asked for — but a lesser amount may be 
jn ovided. W C have very reasonable ground for asking this. Now that we are 
not going to have a Muhammadan Aits College in Calcutta, the students are 
bound to remain in the districts where there are colleges but no hostels. 
In the districts the stuilentsdo not hire houses and mess together but they are 
obliged to apply to charitably inclined gentlemen of the locality for their 
accommodation. We do find in some districts that the people are trying to 
raise funds for the erection of hostels, but they fail to realise a large amount 
because the Muhammadans are generally very poor. In the district of 
Rajshahi, where 1 come from, there was a Muhammadan hostel only for college 
students. In 1905 when Sir Bampifylde Fuller went to inspect the Rajshahi 
College the Muhammadan community prayed for a Muhammadan hostel and 
the first question he asked was whether we would be able to fill it up. I may 
tell the Council that as soon as the hostel was built it was filled up — there was 
accommcKlation only for 125 students. This resolution may be opposed by 
Government on the ground that if wf? build hostels in districts there might not 
be enough students to fill them up. What I would ask them to do is not to 
build big hostels in every district but to build small hostels to accommodate, 
say, some 12 students. And then if we find that there are more students seek- 
ing accommodation in hostels we might extend the building. We might also 
induce charitable people to subscribe to the building fund. Another reason 
which might be urged by Government is that funds are not available. I would 
only say that if it is not possible to giye us much give us something. I do not 
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caf^ from what head the money may bo deducted, but what T ask for is that 
less uri^eat schemes should give place to more urgent ones ; as this resolution 
asks for an urgent need to be supplied funds may bo provided from Jess 
urgent schemes/’ 

The Hon'ble Mk. Wordsavorth said : — 

‘‘My Lord, I think it will satisfy the Hon’hle Mtuiilxu-s who havt' moved 
and spoken on this resolution, if 1 state briefly what has boon done rec tMitly 
and what we intend or hope to do in the imnie liat(‘ iuture. Tiie r('Ht)liuio!i 
Nos. XXV and XXVJ deal with the same suhjtx't hut with a territorial 
xlivision. The Hon’lde Members in charge of thest' resolui ions do not im»an 
to suggest that Government has a different policy for the mufassal and for 
the two capital towns, atid it will be convenient, if, in my brief surve y, I d(^al 
’ with the matter as relating to the whole provinces ddi(‘rt‘is tliis ilifferenet^ in 
our attitude, though not in policy, towards schemes for the mufassal and for 
Calcutta, that we have always been and always shall b(' rc‘ady to recognisi* 
the special urgency of difficulties in Calcutta, be(‘ause of the concern ration of 
students in Calcutta. We have ri'cognised this in the last thrive yens, and 
the figures that I have collected are these : — 

In 1915-16, we spent Rs. 2,64,000, on tdic three iMuhammailan hosods 
— the Baker, the Taylor and the Carmichael hostels. 

In 1915-16, we spent Rs. 1, 27.000, on the Baker and Carmichael 
Hostels. 

In 1917-18, we spent Rs. 11,0()(), on the Baker and CarnneduKd 
Hostels. 

This, HO far as we have information, has m(»t the recpiirements of Muhammadan 
students in Calcul ta for the titno l)eing ; at h.xirti, no rt‘pr(‘srntati<m has bemi 
made to the Director of Puhlic Instruction as t.o any furi Inn* needs of th(‘ 
community in this dir(H*tion, and as a member of t h(‘ Syiidi(!at(‘ and as o^n^ 
who has every opportunity of being cognizant witli the work of iln* IJnlvan-si- 
ty, I am able to state that no i-eprosentation has been mad(* lo tln^ ITniversity, 
which is primarily interested in hostels for colleges. Anotlnn* small pi(X‘e of 
evidence 1 may mention in this connection. Som ‘ yeai’s ago thert* vv«is a 
Muhammadan mess attached to the Presidcmcy C(dl(^ge, hut i hai im^ss has not 
existed during the two years that I hav(^ been Principal of thai (Jolh^ge, and 
no representation was made to nii‘ during this tim(‘> of tln^ desirahility of f)ro- 
viding additional accommodation for Muhammadan students of tin* (.^)llegt\ 
although we have on the Govtuniing Bo ly a very pi’otnimnit Muhammadan 
gentlem«'in who is well acquaintfxl wit !i and coinjjettnit to speak lor I In* needs 
of his community. I think, th(M'efor<*, we miy take it that- the urgent and 
immediate needs of tJie community have been satisfied. In regard to CaJentta 
these three Muhammadan Hostels aecomunKlatc — 

^ Taylor Hostel ... ••• 7."^ 

Baker Hostel ... ••• 1^4 

C’armichael Hostel ... ... 

making in all 457 students. In the mufassal, we have spent in tlic same 




Rh. 

1915-16 

. . . 

... 24,000 

1916-17 

. . . 

... ;i6,ooo 

1917-18 

... 

... 44,000 


The difference in figures is due to the fact that there is not th*' same concen- 
tration in the mufassal centres, that hostels are smaller and buildings b^^^s 
expensive. 
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The whole policy of Government, in this matter, was reviewed recently 
and in the Government resolution of the 3rd August, 1916. the Muhammadan 
community were addressed in these terms : — 

As regards hostel accommodation, His ^"xcellency desires that Muham- 
madans should he in as favourable a jiosition, and have the same facilities, 
as Hindus, and he therefore accepts the ))rincipl6 that Government should 
establish hostels for Muhammadan students in Government high schools, where 
their number is sufficient to call for separate accommodation. This, however, 
is entirely a question r>f the funds at the disposal of Government, and for 
finaneial reasons it cajinot be adopted generally. In otlier than Government 
high schools, the provision of lu^stels for Muhammadans must, as in tlu^ case 
of Hindus, be r('garde<l as a fitting object for private munificence rather 
than for the expenditure of public funds, though Government will continue 
to give grants to supi>l(unent private contributions. 

‘‘ I have explained what has been done in this connection, at least the 
outlines of the policy of Government. Under that policy, we are proceeding 
with the building of hostels for Muhammadan pupils in Government schools 
and are considering grants-in-aid for Muhammadan hostels of other high 
schools. W(‘- hav(‘ in hand schemes for the establishment of Muhammadan 
host(ds for six Government schools in the niufassal, one for a Government 
Collogf^ and one for a Normal School. For non-G overnment institutions, we 
have under consideration, and are pressing forward, schemes for seven Muham- 
madan host(ds attach(‘d to high schools. As 1 have indicated already, these 
schem(?s are depcuulent on circumstance's and acceleration is not always in 
our power. But I can assurer the Hon’ble Members wlio have sj)oken on this 
resolution, t hat we are doing and shall do whatever we can to expedite these 
schenu‘s, and that if any other schemes ixvo. j)Ht up and brought to our notice, 
we shall do our btest to (‘xpedite thtun. But as we arc' situated at 
present, wc' do not bc'lic've that we can get through more in thenc'Xt 12 months 
than those schemers that I have outlined above', and I oppose the U'solution on 
the ground that wc* cannot budget for sclic^mes that wc' do not expect to l)e 
able to carry out.” 


The Hon’l)le Maulvi Ahul Kasem said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I have' to express our thankfulness to the Hon’ble tlu' Dirc'ctor 
of Public Instruction for the* sympathetic attitude that he has taken up with 
referenc*e to the question of Muhammadan hostc'ls in tlie niufassal. His 
remarks about the acc*ommodat ion of the Muhammadan students in (dalcutta 
hostels does not alTc'ct my resolution and 1 would Ic'ave them alone*. I am 
glad to Iievir that the* I>e'f)artnie*nt of Pklucation is prepared to consider any 
scheme. But thc're* have been nodeartli of schemes which, howevc'r, either 
for lack of funds or for some' other reasons, could not be pushed thiough. 
I canne^t speak with much experience of other district towns, but in my 
district of Burciwan we^ have got a scheme for a Madrasah in the interior 
of the district and another for a non-collegiate hostel at Burdwan. 
Mr. Hornell visitc'd the place in 1916. It was proposed that the Inspector of 
Schools should come and see things for himself and then send a report to 
Government. But within the last two years the Inspector has not found time 
to visit the places, although he has found time to visit Suri several times and 
also Burdwan in connection with other matters. I now learn that the 
Assistant Director also will not have much time to inspect these places. I 
have taken the assurance of the Director of Public Instruction and beg to 
withdraw the resolution, especially as there is no help for it.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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TI16 Hon blc Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul^Haq niovod the followiiiir Rosolu” 

fcion 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that 

(a) a lump provision of Rs. 1,20,000 he made for the conhtruction of 
new and the improvement of existing hoHt(*ls for Muhammadan 
students in Calcutta ; and 

{L) the expenditure he met in the following mannm- : — 

(0 Rs. 1,00,000 to he taken out of the grant for Calcutta Hostels 
(Budget provision — Rs. 3 , 80 , (UK)} ; 

(ti) Rs. 20,000 to he taken out of tin* lump [)rovision for tht‘ 
construction of steam launches for the Rivtn* Roliee in 
Eastern Bengal (Budget provision — Rs. 1,00,000). 


He said ; — 

My Lord, I do not wish to say many words in support of this resolution, 
because this again is one of our 'hardy annuals ’ and hardly any year had 
fdapsed when some one had not given notiei‘ and di8cuss(‘d a rt'solution of this 
character. It is not necessary for me to demonstrate tin' noeessily of hostels 
for Muhammadan students in Calcutta. It is admitt(*d that the necessity 
does exist, hut the Director of Puhlie Instrinu ion scuuns to tliink that so far. 
at any rate as Calcutta is conc(>rned, tlu> urgcmt and immtHliatt‘ ihumIs of the 
community have hecm satisfied. 1 am extrmntdy <)hligi*d to him for his 
sympathetic i'('ply in connttction with tlie resolution which has been movt^d 
by thfe Hon’hlo Maulvi Al)ul Kas(*m, and 1 can assure^ him that his 
sympathc‘tic words and his promise^ to do all that In^ can t)osHihly do, Ijave 
disarmed all hostility that we- could possibly put forward. 1 do not think it 
will serve any useful purpose for nn- to press t liis rtmolution, if (»nly tlu* 
Director of Public Instru(;t-ion will take* th(^ troul)le of rt^peating tin* promise 
in so far as (Calcutta is concerm^d and if in tht^ m^ar future^ wt‘ go up to him 
with cut and drie-d schemes for the estahlishnumt of Muhammadan hostels in 
connection with tlu' colleges, In^ will try to give oui- proposals the consideration 
wldch they demand. 

As regards tlio remark of th(* I>ir(‘ctor of Puldic Instruction that some 
of the mosses attached to colhigt^s, as the Presid(U)cy (Jollego, have beim 
dissolved, T would like to point out that the iidertmce Ik^ draws from it 
that there is no nec(jssity for a mess of that character is not quil(^ justified. 
If he will just look over the statistics ol the* number of Muhammadan 
students in Calcutta — I find roughly speaking then^ are soirn* l,r>()0 colh^ge 
students including students in the Law College;, not mf)re, a little mori^ 
than half of that number is accommcxlated in tin* Elliot, i>ak<'r, Carmichael 
and Taylor Hostels. Making allowance's for the students in attached messes 
there still remain a residue of al»out (>00 or 700 students, some of whom 
live with so-called guardians, but I can assure the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion that I know also of students who arc living in most undesirable surround- 
nigs — boys prefer to live in places where they can be as free as possible and 
they fight shy of hostels and messes wliere there is some; sort of supervision ; 
they let their guardians know that ther(* are no available seats in the hostels 
or messes. They try to shelter themselves in most undesirable iixcMiftes and 
some how or other manage to hocxlwink the institution by making them 
believe that they are living with guardians. That accounts for a large number 
of students who live in undesirable surroundings and if we had hostels we 
Could get hold of these boys and put them in the hostels. The fact 
that a mess does not exist shows that there has been something wrqug in t he 
management or that the boys try to fight shy of messes for-teasous best known ' 
to themselves. From the mere fact that the Presidency ( tness did not 
exist, the inference could not bedrawti that there was no urg^ftt or imon^diate 
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neceHsity for a mess for the students of that College. I shall say nothing 
more and I am perfectly willing to leave the matter entiri&y in the 
hands of the Director of Public Instruction. I understand that he is going to 
say a few words so far as the Calcutta mess is concerned, so I do not wish to 
take up the time of the Council any further.” 

The Hon’ble Mu. Woudswouth said : - 

‘‘My Lord, 1 think I need not repeat the figures that I gave about 
Calcutta. 1 wish only to rel(u* to the Hori’ble Member’s criticism of my 
inference from the disappearance of the one particular mess. I merely gave it 
as one of many indications that led me to the view tliat tliere is no great 
dcunand at the present’ moment for hostel accommodation for Muhammadan 
students in Calcutta. I have been for some time Principal of a big (irovern- 
rnent College, I iiave been connected with the administration of the Calcutta 
University, I have been a member of the Governing Bodies of one or two 
Government and non-Governnient f'olloges. I have had ample opportunities 
of getting into touch with Muhammadan students and with the leaders of the 
Muhammadan community. In our own department, we have a l)rancli which 
exists s])ecially to learn and satisfy thenecKlsof the Muhammadan community, 
and not from on(‘ of these directions has it been suggested that any real 
difficulty ol)tainH in the matter of accommodation for Muhammadan students 
in Calcutta. Obviously, I cannot accept the argiinumt that because students 
may have outwitted the* Inspector of Messes, they, therefore, deserve or 
rc'quire special consideration in tln^ way of hostel accommodation at Govern- 
iiHuit (3X))onse. Messes are not so popular as hostels for obvious reasons ; 
but if students disdain to accept whatever humble assistance authority has 
l)een able to offer them, if they evade discipline and defy regulations, we can 
not well be expected to accept an argument of this kind as a reason why we 
should regard their needs as specially }>reBsing.” 

The Ilon’ble Maui. VI A. K. FAZi.-uL-HAg said : — 

“My Lord, as 1 hav(i already stated, we are quite satisfic'd with the state- 
nu'iit that was made by the Director of Public Instruction that that depart- 
ment is doing all that can be done. Kepresenting the Muhammadan con- 
stituency we feel it our duty to discuss t In^se matters from time to time. With 
these few words, I ask Your Excellency’s ])CM-inission to withdraw this 
resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by h*ave of the President, witlidrawn. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXXV. 

The Hon’ hie Maui.vi A. K. Fazu-ui-1Iaq moved the following Resolu- 
tion - 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(u) a lump provision of Rs. 24,000 (twenty-four thousand), or as much 
as may be necessary, be made in the Budget for the improve- 
ment of the Civil Court buildings at Perozpur (Bakarganj) ; 
and 

\b) the expenditure be met by taking the amount from out of — 

{{) the provision of Rs. 45,000 for the reconstruction of Police 
headquarters in the Northern Division of Calcutta ; 

(tV) rhe provision of Rs. 60,000 for Minor Works (Police) in the 
mufassal ; and 

(m) the provision of R8.H5,000 for Minor Works (Police) in Calcutta, 

either by revision of estimates or by curtailing the expenditure on ^these 
three items Uy 20 per cent. 
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He said i-~ 

“My Lord, I moved this resolation on two occasions. The Hon'ble Mr. 
Beatson Bell knows all about the case. I believe these building were built 
when he was in the district himself. The sum to improve these buildings 
will not be very heavy, and I submit that in view of the fact that this 
improvement is very much needed, Govermnent will se-‘ t heir way to accept 
the resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Panton said ; — 

“ My Lord, I share with the Hon’ble Mover the regret that peoph' 
who have to use the Perozpur Courts should still have to undergo this 
incOTivenience. But I am inclined to think that the Hon’ble Member lias 
rather exaggerated the necessity for improvements, because I understjnul 
that the buildings of this Court are of a type tliat is prevalent in that 
part of the country, and what people experience in the buildings tliey 
experience in a very large number of other buildings in that part, of th<' 
country. But at the same time Government themselves recognize the 
necessity for improvements and for that reason they have had a scheme 
prepared for the improvement of the existing buildings which is estimalcsl to 
cost Rs. 88,000. That is one of a number of schemes for the improvement 
of judicial courts. A largo number of these schemes were prepared and wi' 
are only waiting for funds to put them into execution. In a matter of this 
sort we cannot proceed in a haphazai'd way. Ihis particular scheme js one 
of five ifor the district of Bakai-ganj. We must take all tljose cases systemat i- 
cally and as soon as funds are forthcoming the work will lie taken in hand. 
For this reason I am uAable to accept the resolution of my lion bh* friend, 
but I would say this that the proposal— so far as I he buildings are concerned— 
has the sympathy of tlie Government and it will not be lost sight ol. 
Perhaps after this assurance, the Hon’ble Member will not press his 
resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi.-ui.-Haq said :— 

“ After what has fallen from the Hon’ble Mr. Panton 1 do not wish to 

press this resolution.” , , . -.i i 

The resolution was then by, leave of the President, withdrawn. 


appendix to the LIST OF BUSINESS — ITEWI No. XXXVII. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that— 

(a) the Dispensary Fund for the Raja P. N. Ray Charitable Dispensary 

at R™ur-Boalia be exempted from paying the immthly con- 
tribution of Re. 290 on account of the Assistant Surgeon in 

charge of the said dispensary ; and , u oi a ut t ool ” 

(b) the amount be met from some item under head 24 A.— Medical . 

He said ; — 

“ My Lord, in this resolution I pray for the exemption of the 
Fund for the Raja P. N. Ray Charitable Dispensary at 

paving a monthly contribution of Rs. 290 on account of the Assistant Surgeon 
S t“e DUp.n«ry. • TIu. is a lo<=al tsaJ As 

III A of the Dispensary rules and deals directly with Tile 

charitable fund and a grant from the Rampur-hoalia Municipality 11m 
fond is so very limited that it cannot manage to have 
opening or working balance. A Lady Doctor Pr^vded year ^ftor year brt 
the pwision bei^ inadequate no appointment can 5 

is utilised as the dosing or opening balance. Though 
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municipality, the municipal fund does not take the full responsibility, and the 
District Board is often appealed to and its special help is obtained on the 
ground tha^. large number of persons residing without the municipal jurisdiction 
are benefited by it. It will be a surprise to the Council to learn that though 
this municipality spends over Rs. 1,500 a year over diet money, the number 
of indoor patients being always over 30, it is obliged to manage the dieting of 
the patients with 6 pice a day. The special circumstances justifying special 
concession to this dispensary are that the Assistant Surgeon in charge has to 
perform a large proportion of Government work which is very heavy here ; he, 
therefore, cannot be expected to perform all the duties of the dispensary 
which he could have performed otherwise. The Govei'nment also are obliged 
to depute generally a Sub- Assistant Surgeon to do the dispensary works for 
the Assistant Surgeon. This is a very useful dispensary. The District 
Board is obliged to grant Rs. 1,000 a year for quinine alone. Under the 
circumstances it is but reasonable that Government should come to its relief 
in the way suggested. I hope the Council will accept the resolution under 
the special circumstances of the case.” 

The Hon’blc SiR Henky Wheeler said : — 

“ Sir, this resolution deals with a small local affair, and from the Hon’ble 
Mover’s speech I do not gather that there are any circumstances about it 
different from tlioso which could be urged in respect of many other dispen- 
saries in this Presidency. The provision of local medical relief is a local 
obligation. Government, however, lend to local bodies either assistant 
surgeons or sub-assistant surgeons on the condition that their pay is met by 
an average contribution which stands now at Rs. 280 for an assistant surgeon 
and Rs. 52 fora sub-assistant surgeon ; the previous rates were Rs. 290 and 
Rs. 57 respectively, and these still obtain in certaiq cases. Government do 
not make any profit over these transactions ; they merely realise the cost 
which the entertainment of these men involves. The inadequacy of the pay 
of assistant and sub-assistant surgeons has often been urged in, and has 
received the sympathy of, this Council. In recent years, their pay has been 
revised, and, as a result, the contribution rates just mentioned arc higher 
than those which were at one time required. But it is only reasonable that 
Hon’ble Members who urge improvements in the prospects of these officers 
should not try later to shirk the consequent .obligation. In fact, in 1898, when 
the pay of assistant surgeons was enhanced, it was distinctly laid down by 
the Government of India that the new arrangements wore introduced on the 
understanding that municipal and local bodies should pay at the higher rates. 

“ This particular case of the Rampur Boalia municipality is not a new 
one. In 1911, the dispensary got into very bad arrears, and in applying for 
help they said ; ‘ Lot us have an assistant surgeon, but let us only pay for a 
sub-assistant surgeon.’ The Hon’ble Member now goes further and says : 
‘ Let them have an assistant surgeon but do not require them to pay 
anything.’ That is not a position which we can accept. The municipality 
is merely in the position of many other bodies, and it must pay for the 
medical assistance which it receives. If it prefers to have a better medical 
agency (and they were previously offered the cheaper agency of a sub- 
assistant surgeon which they declined), it is only reasonable that they should 
pay for such an arrangement. 

“ In this connection, I would draw the Hon’ble Member’s attention to the 
fact that it was pointed out in 1912 that the local subscriptions to this dis- 
pensary only amounted to some Rs. 300 or Rs. 400. The Hon’ble Mover 
could assist the dispensary materially by exerting his local influence to secure 
greater popular support to the institution.” 

Xhe Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan CHAnoHURi said : — 

” My Lord, I am sorry that I could not explain clearly the situation. 
There is a charitable fund and it goes by tfie name of the Riaja P. N. Ray 
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Dispensary Fund, but that fund is not enough to maintain the dispensary. It 
is therefore obliged to come up to Government and sometimes to the District 
Board for assistance. There is also a special circumstance connected with 
this matter. The Assistant Surgeon in charge of the disixmsary has also to 
perform good deal of Government work, as the work of the Civil Surgeon is 
very heavy. In that view of the matter, I asked tliat some Government 
contribution be made. I know of course that on account of the increment of 
the pay of Assistant Surgeons, the charge has been raised and I have nothing 
to say about that. I only appealed for certain help under tin' peculiar 
circumstances I have explained. I hope that something may be done, as 
although the dispensary pays a heavy charge for the j)ay of the Assistant 
Surgeon, it does not get his services for the whole time. For these reasons, 
, 1 urge that Your Excellency’s Government will consider this matter.” 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


appendix to the list of business— item No. XXXVIII. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that out of the 
recurring assignment of Ks. lakhs for the development of primary educa- 
tion Rs. 50,000 be allotted for the extension and improvement of maktabs and 
Rs, 50,000 be allotted for the training of mualltms. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, in moving this resolution I think it m'cossary to mention that 
these maktabs are primary schools where in addition to tin? ordinary 
subjects of study in such schools a little bit of Urdu and Arabic is taught. 
Therefore these institutions are more costly than ordinary primary schools ; 
and a scheme, which is now known as the Earle Scheme, was formulated at 
the time of Sir Archdale Earle when ho was Din^ctor of Public Instruction of 
Bengal. By this scheme it was said that these maktabs would gi^t 50 per 
cent, of the grant-in-aid more than ordinary ])rimary schools. A Govern- 
ment resolution was issued approving the schenie, but, unfort.unatoly for 
want of funds, effect has not been given to that ri^commendation of 
Sir Archdale Earle. Latterly, the Department has abolishcMl the dintinction 
between maktabs and primary schools, classing tlnuii under the h(‘ad of 
primary schools. The rc^sult of this is that these maktabs nrv not getting t lat 
amount of grant-in-aid encouragement which they deserve and which they 
ought to get according to the sanction of Government. J think lhat an 
opportunity will now bo taken of the Imperial grant of Rs. H lakhs in further- 
ance of primary education to improve the position of these primary sc loo s 
and to put them in a more flourishing condition. 1 believe that this <bunam 
on my part is a very molest one, especially in a pr^ovince whei'e tlie Mu iam- 
madans form a majority of the population. Tho difficulty in tin*, case of the 
Muhammadan community is that they cannot send their boys in their early 
days to the ordinary schools, simply because they fool it ahsolutely necessary 
that their children should receive during their tondei years some nor - o 
religious education which will make them understand tlioir religious pnncip os, 
at least the religious rites and ceremonies. 

My Lord, I have also asked for a further grant of Rs. 50,000 for the tram- 
ing oi^muallims. We cannot make those maktabe useful 
'VO have got trained mualltms. A good deal has lujen said ajou wi.nt 

training teachers. On behalf of the Department, anti I 

has beL said, I can only say that there are a few trained i. this 

Presidency and that more are anted for Eastern 

in ordinary ^uru-t raining schools will be more useful. a . 

nature of the institution, it is absolutely necessa^ that a . 

nuaUtmt to run these maktabs should be organised and 
popularise education amongst the Muhammadan community. I move this 
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resolution, at any rate, with the hope that it will be accepted by the Govern- 
ment. A similar resdution moved by me last year was accepted by the then 
Director of Public Instruction. As my present resolution does not interfere 
with any amount allotted for any purpose, I have hcq^s that it will be 
accepted.” 

The Hon’ble Mb. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Lord, I am afraid that Government is not in a position to accept this 
resolution. The reason is simply that no orders have yet been received from 
the Government of India about the objects on which the new recurring 
assignment is to bo spent and the terms attached to it. We have no. infor- 
mation beyond the brief reports of the Budget debate in the Imperial 
Legislative Council which have appeared in the daily newspapers. If the " 
report of the speech of the Hon'ble Member in charge of Education in the 
Government of India, Sir Sankaran Nair, is correctly reported, the grants 
made to the diflFerent provinces are intended for the extension of primary 
schools on the present voluntary footing. This would seem 1o imply that the 
grant is to be available for increasing the number of schools, but not for 
increasing the pay of teachers like the nine lakhs gi'ant given last year. 
Trained teachers in aided maktabs have already benefited from the nine lakhs 
grant, and we have also made proposals for the training of muallims, as well 
as gurus. This will require the sanction of higher authority and that sanc- 
tion has not been received. Pending receipt of sanction, 1 have no doubt that 
the Education Department will make adequate provision for any increase in 
the number of muallirns who offer themselves for training. At present, 
therefore. Government cannot undertake to earmark any definite sums out of 
the new assignment. 

It is quite possible that the Local Government will not have a free hand 
in this matter. In the case of the nine lakhs recurring assignment made last 
year the Government of India required the Local Government to submit 
proposals for the distribution of the grant before any expenditure was under- 
taken. Government is not aware whether any such condition will be made 
this year. I would only ask the Hon’ble Mover to accept the assurance that, 
subject to the instructions of the Government of India, the claims of maktabs 
will receive full consideration in common with those of ordinary secular 
primary schools.” 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

“ My Lord, I beg to withdraw this resolution in view of the statement 
made by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley. I would only like to say that these 
rauktabs are secular institutions and not religious schools ; there is only some 
instruction given which help Muhammadan boys to get some sort of prelimi- 
nary education. I hope and trust that if the Government of Bengal send up 
a scheme to (he Government of India, the question of the training of 
muallirns will receive adequate consideration.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XXXIX. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a lump provision be made for raising the pay and prospects of the 
lecturers who are engaged in teaching up to B.A. and B.Sc. 
courses both Pass and Honours either by including them in the 
Provincial Ekluoational Service or by granting them a special 
allowance ; and 
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{b) the amount required for giving effect to this resolution be met 
tram the undistributed Balance of the Imperial Grants of 
Lump Grant^ turther Grant ’’ for Kducatioii under heail 

“ 22. — Education and from General Reserve under head “ 32. 

Miscellaneous.*' 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, this resolution speaks for itself. Those lecturers in tin' Subordi- 
nate Educational Service, who are engaged in teaching up to H. A. and H. Sr. 
Courses, both Pass an I Honours, for several years, deserve promotion. These 
lecturers, we can take it, have been found competent to discharge the duties 
entrusted with, to the satisfaction of the higher authorities ; otherwise tli(\v 
would not have been allowed to remain in that position. They naturally 
expect that whenever there is any vacancy in the Provincial Kducationul 
Service they would be promoted. Hut instances are not rare when tlndr just 
claim has been overlooked and they have boon superseded b}^ their inferiors. 
I can at least point out to a recent case of such promotion in the Chittagofig 
College and another in the Chittagong Normal School. The recent arrange- 
ment of making appointments and granting promotions on the n^coinmiuid- 
ation of the Governing Body of the College in wliich the vacancy occurs is, no 
doubt, responsible for tfiin, but I cannot understand why the general que^stion 
of promotion should be decided on the recommendation of a particular goviu n- 
ing body. Though it is but natural that the local claim and rt'conimendatioii 
are given preference in such cases, the Director of Public instruction 
should be the proper authority to consider the claim of all his subordinates 
independent of any local consideration. To my mind grave injustices is being 
done in overlooking tlie claims to promotion of these hardworking and 
meritorious officers. 

In reply to my question on the subject it has been stated that the claims 
of these officers would be considered at an early date. 1 have, thendon', 
thought it proper to raise the question with a definite*, proposal for granting 
some relief to those deserving officers. The revised Budget provision for 
(‘ducation shows a saving of about 17 lakhs this y(?ar, so there cannot bo .any 
diftietilty in finding out the money required for the purpose. With those few 
words I commend this resolution for the acceptance of the Council.’' 

Tlic Hon'ble Mr. Wokdswoutii said : — 

“My Lord, the explanation with wJn’ch the Hon’ble Mover has supported 
liis resolution was a clear and able analysis of the situation as it would be 
if it were exactly as ho has allowed himself to bo persuaded tliat it is. 

I offer this criticism in friendliness and believe that it will b(‘ accc^ptod 
in friendliness. The arcana of educational administration with its grades and 
services are not easy to follow, and tlio Hon’blc Meml)c»r dof^s not appear to 
have been well served in information by tliose whose cause with his unvary- 
ing tenderness of heart he has set himself to champion. The case of these 
officers has been put forward on various occasions and in various ways and 
there are in the department petitions from all or most of these officers, whicli 
it has not teen possible yet to dispose of because the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission, thougli they do not toucli the Subordinate 
Educational Service, nevertheless touch College education in a way that may 
ultimately change the position of these officers. I would, therefore, crave ilie 
indulgence of the Council, if I deal with the matter at some length because 
this is a convenient opportunity of illuminating^if I can illuminate — a subject 
which has teen made difficult merely because its simplicities have teen lost 
sight of. It was decided long ago that college stabs should be comiosed of 
two classes of officers, professors, doing responsible work and holding a 
responsible position, and assistant professors, who might be regarded as assis- 
tants in the sense of doing less responsible work and of looking to the 
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professors for guidance. These assistant professors came into existence and 
have remained in existence in our Government Colleges under another name, 
namely, lecturers. Professors, if Indians, are usually in the Provincial Edu- 
cational Service, enjoying the pay and status of that service, and lecturers are 
placed in the Subordinate Educational Service, usually in the grade of which 
the pay is Rs. 125, and have the status of that service. Thus there are two 
classes of officers, distinct in rpsponsibilities, status, duties, and pay. But 
in course of time the distinction of responsibility has largely been lost sight 
of. There are various reasons for this, one of which is the economic 
reason. The lecturerships though not so attractive as professorships, 
nevertheless compare not unfavourably with professorships in private 
colleges and in the matter of prospects, compare favourably with those in 
the majority of private colleges. Thus when a lecturership is vacant we get 
a large number of applicants, many of whom may be fit for a superior 
appointment which, however, they have been unable to obtain. The Director 
of Public Instruction or the Principal of the College, or the Governing 
Body, is quite justified in appointing to any post the best man who applies 
and if a man applies and is appointed as a lecturer, whose qualifi(5ation8 
might secure a professorship if such a j ost were available, then I think we 
may reasonably recognize his disappointment , but I do not think we can bo 
called upon to recognize anything else. In many cases it has come about that 
these lecturers have been allowed to take part in tlie more responsible work 
because they are qualified for it and because as a rule it has been a pleasure 
for them to do so. Also although it was originally contemplated that these 
lecturers should be regarded as subordinate to the professors, and to some 
extent take their instructions or at least receive suggestions from the 
professors, it has been found that there is in practice subordination only as 
between the members of a staff and their Principal. We have, therefore, 
approximated to a position in which lecturers and professors are doing the 
the same kind of work and the Hon^ble MemlDCr’s resolution proposes that 
we should recognize this approximation by administrative action at the cost 
of the Indian tax-payer. The lecturers have pressed this for some years, and 
a petition from them still remains undisposed of, as the proposals of the 
Public Services Commission, relating to educational officers, are still under 
consideration. • 

The lion’ble Member has suggested, and at other times I have heard it 
said, that tlie promotion of these lecturers to the superior service is a matter 
both of justice and utility. We may frankly recognize the disappointment, we 
may sympathise with the disappointment, of men who, considering themselves 
fit for higher apj -ointments, have, through the accidents of life, succeeded in 
obtaining only the subordinate posts. We may sympathise with them, but 
1 think wo should be misrepresenting the case if we lent ourselves to any 
discussion in which the word ‘ grievance ’ played a large part. The use of 
the word ‘ grievance ’ suggests that the employer has failed in his duty and 
that there has been a breach of faith. This, on behalf of Government, I i^epu- 
diate. The^e lecturers hold appointments which they have sought. They have 
never been given an assurance that they will receive promotion to a higher 
service. Even if they are doing duties expected from men in the higher 
service, as they are doing in some places, it is their pleasure to do them. I 
submit that tlnn-e is no case for action of the character proposed. To 
promote a number of officers merely because they are disappointed, would be 
an injustice to the general tax-payor. 

I now turn to the argument about utility and I would first repudiate the 
argument which the Hon’ble Member has not advanced but which has been 
used elsewhere that the general promotion of these officers in the way 
suggested would be a public utility because it would reihove their dissatisfac- 
tion and so increase their efficiency as public servants. ♦ If a man having 
deliberately sought and obtained a particular appointment is unable to 
do his best work in that appointment through dissatisfacticm at not having 
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obtained a better, he should be dealt with otherwise than by promo- 
tion. There is, however, another aspect of the case. It may be urged 
that the work of our Colleges has so grown in importance that it is necessary 
in the interests of higher education that there should bo a larger number 
of officers of superior status, superior position and superior responsibility, 
and a less number of men of less status and less responsibility. That is a 
matter about which there may be difference of opinion and it is on that 
ground, when the time comes, that the whole case will be considered, but as I 
have already indicated we cannot at present deal with the case of these lecturers 
because the question of the reorganization of our colleges is now under 
consideration. More than that I cannot say. It may be necessary to 
change some of these lectureships into professorships, to abolish some less 
responsible appointments and establish some more Responsible appointment, 
but I would remind the Hon’ble Member that this is not necessarily the same 
thing as promoting those lecturers to professorships. Appointiuonts in 
Colleges are now made in effect by Governing Bodies and when a Governing 
Body has a profesfiorship to fill it will be its duty to make the best appoint- 
ment in the interest of the College. A Governing Body will naturally give 
full consideration to the claims of those lecturtirs, but if a better camlidate is 
forthcoming from any other quarter it will be its duty to select him for 
appointment. In this connection 1 may say that I have been the Principal of 
the Presidency College, 1 have served on the Governing Bodies of various 
Colleges and 1 have hail considerable experience of tln^ work of the 
Director’s office, and I can assure the Hon’ble Member that whenever a 
College has a post of professor vacant the first care of its Governing Bmly 
is to consider scrupulously the claims of all lecturers already in the service 
of the Department. They are entitled to conKid(Tation, and they receivt* it, 
but it must be emphasised, because it is frequently forgotten, that a (dairn for 
consideration for an appointimuit is not (he same tiling as a cdiiim to secure 
the appointment. They receive that consideration, and a lecturer, who is well 
qualified and has proved capable and zealous, has a roaHonabl(3 prospect 
of selection for the higher service. The Hon’bh^ Member has pointed out that 
some of these lecturers are doing tlie same work as the ])rofeH8orH of a 
superior status It is true also that in qualifications tliey are sometimes no 
less well-equipped, though in general they are less welH^quipped. Yet they 
receive full consideration for vacancies that occur and tin? figures tliat 
1 have looked up show that during the past three jHiars, four lecturers and 
demonstrators, as the corresponding officers on the science side of colleg(?H are 
called, have been substantively jiromotcd to tlie Provincial Educational Service 
and 23 have received officiating appointments. I hope, my Lord, that I have 
made it clear to the Council that what we have to deal with is not a case 
of legitimate grievance, but a case of disappointment with which we all 
sympathise. We are asked to remedy the inequalities of life by administra- 
tive action. Even if all our lecturers were equally qualified with our 
|>rofe88or8 academically and in zeal and utility this action could not be 
regarded as called for on that account. The complexities of Imman life do 
not ensure the same material reward to all who are equally qualified 
academically or in other ways. But even if we were in a position to remedy 
the inequalities, which we are now asked to remedy, we should still be far 
from finality. If of brothers equally well qualified one might be so fortunate as 
to secure an appointment of professor in the Provincial Educational Service 
and another less fortunate seuitores an appointment as lecturer in the subor- 
dinate service, still a third failing to obtain cither of these, might have to 
satisfy himself with the more arduous post of teacher in a Government scliool 
on the p^y of Rs, 50, rising progressively to Ks. 250. Administrative action 
can never remedy such inequalities of fortune. 

Finally, I may refer to recent discussion in this Council^ on a resolu- 
tio]i«mo^ti4 by myEfon’ble friend, in the course of which the Hon ble Meiilber 
•in charge of Education, stated that an enquiry will be made as soon as 
possible about the desirability of reorganizing the Subordinate and Lower 
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professors for guidance. These assistant professors came into existence and 
have remained in existence in our Government Colleges under another name, 
namely, lecturers. Professors, if Indians, are usually in the Provincial Edu- 
cational Service, enjoying the pay and status of that service, and lecturers are 
placed in the Subordinate Educational Service, usually in the grade of which 
the pay is Rs. 125, and have the status of that service. Thus there are two 
classes of oflBcers, distinct in responsibilities, status, duties, and pay. But 
in course of time the distinction of responsibility has largely been lost sight 
of. Theit^ are various reasons for this, one of which is the economic 
reason. The lecturerships though not so attractive as professorships, 
nevertheless compare not unfavourably with professorships in private 
colleges and in the matter of prospects, compare favourably with those in 
the majority of private colleges. Thus when a lecturership is vacant we get 
a large number of applicants, many of whom may be 6t for a superior 
appointment which, however, they have been unable to obtain. The Director 
of Public Instruction or the Principal of the College, or the Governing 
Body, is quite justified in appointing to any post the best man who applies 
and if a man applies and is apjxiinted as a lecturer, whose qualifications 
might secure a professorship if such a | ost were available, then I think wo 
may reasonably recognizer his disappointment, but I do not think we can be 
called upon to recognize anything else. In many cases it has come about that 
these lecturerrs have been allowed to take part in the more responsible work 
because they are qualified for it and because as a rule it has been a pleasure 
for them to do so. Also although it was originally contemplated that these 
lecturers should be regarded as subordinate to the professors, and to some 
extent take tlnrir instructions or at least receive suggestions from the 
professors, it has been found that there is in practice subordination only as 
l>etween tlie members of a staff’ and their Principal. We have, therefore, 
approximated to a position in which lecturers and professors are doing the 
the same kind of work and the Ilon’ble Member’s resolution proposes that 
we should recognize this approximation by administrative action at the cost 
of the Indian tax-payer. The lecturers have pressed this for some years, and 
a petition from them still remains undisposed of, as the proposals of the 
Public Services Commission, relating to educational officers, are still under 
consideration. • 

The Hon’ble Member has suggested, and at other times I have heard it 
said, that the promotion of these lecturers to the superior service is a matter 
both of justice and utility. We may frankly recognize the disappointment, wo 
may sympathise with the disappointment, of men who, considering themselves 
fit for higher appointments, have, through the accidents of life, succeeded in 
obtaining only tlie subordinate posts. We may sympathise with them, but 
1 think wo should be misrepresenting the case if we lent ourselves to any 
discussion in which the word ‘ grievance ’ played a large part. The use of 
the word ‘ grievance ’ suggests that the employer has failed in his duty and 
that there has been a breach of faith. This, on behalf of Government, I repu- 
diate. The^e lecturers hold appointments w^hich they have sought. They have 
never been given an assurance that they will receive promotion to a higher 
service. Even if they are doing duties expected from men in the higher 
service, as they are doing in some places, it is their pleasure to do them. I 
submit that there is no case for action of the character proposed. To 
promote a number of officers merely because they are disappointed, would be 
an injustice to the general tax-payer. 

I now turn to the argument about utility and I would first repudiate the 
argument which the Hon’ble Member has not advanced but which has been 
used elsewhere that the general promotion of these oflScers in the way 
suggested would be a public utility because it would remove their dissiatisfac- 
tion and so increase their efficiency as public servants. ^ It a man having 
deliberately sought and obtained a particular appointment is unable to 
do his best work in that appointment through dissatisfaction at not having 
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obt&in.©<i ft l>©tt6r, h© sHould b© doftit with otliBrwiB© thftn by promo- 
tion. There is, however, another aspect of the case. It may be urged 
that the work of our Colleges has so grown in irnportanoo that it is necessary 
in the interests of higher education that thei-e should bo a larger number 
of officers of superior status, superior position and superior responsibility, 
and a less number of men of less status and less responsibilitv. That is a 
matter about which there may be difference of opinion anti it is on that 
ground, when the time comes, that the whole case will be considered, but as I 
have already indicated we cannot at present deal with the case of these lectui*ers 
because the question of the reorganization of our colleges is now uruler 
consideration. More than that I cannot say. It may be necessary to 
change some of those lectureships into p>rofessorsliips, to abolish some less 
responsible appointments and establish some more nisponsible appointment, 
but I would remind the Hond)lo Member that this is not necessarily the same 
thing as promoting these lecturers t ) j)rofessor8hip8. Appointments in 
Colleges are now made in effect by Governing Bodies and when a Governing 
Body has a profesporship to fill it will be its duty to make the best appoint- 
ment in the interest of the College. A Governing Body will naturally give 
full consideration to the claims of these lecturers, but if a better cairdidate is 
forthcoming from any other quarter it will be its duty to select him for 
appointment. In this connection 1 may say that I have been the Principal of 
the Presidency College, 1 have served on Ihe Governing Bodices of various 
Colleges and I have had considerable experience of tin' work of the 
Director’s office, and I can assure the Hon’ble Member that wherever a 
College has a post of professor vacant the first care of its Governing Body 
is to consider scrupulously the claims of all lecturers alr(»ady in the service 
of the Department. They are entitled to consideration, and they receive it, 
but it must be emphasised, because it is freqiuuitly forgotten, that a (daim for 
consideration for an appointimmt is not the same thing as a claim to secure 
the appointment. They receiv(5 that consideration, and a h^cturer. who is well 
qualified and has proved capable and zealous, has a reasonable prospect 
of selection for the higlier service. The Hon’bh* Member has pointed out that 
some of these lecturers are doing the same work as the ]»rofesBors of a 
superior status It is true also that in qualifications they are sometimes no 
less well-equipped, though in general they are less well-equipped. Yet they 
receive full consideration for vacancies that occur and the figures that 
I have looked up show that during the past three years, four lecturers and 
demonstrators, as the corresponding officers on the sciences side of colleges are 
called, have been substantively [>romotcd to the Provincial Kducational Service 
and 23 have received officiating appointments. I hope, my Lord, that I have 
made it clear to the Council that what wo have to de^al with is not a case 
of legitimate grievance, but a case of disappointimuit with wdiich we all 
sympathise. We are asked to remedy the ine(]ualities of life by administra- 
tive action. Even if all our lecturers were equally qualified with our 
professors academically and in zeal and utility this action could not be 
regarded as called for on that account. The complexifies of human life do 
not ensure the same material reward to all who are equally qualified 
academically or in other waj’S. But even if we were in a position to remedy 
the inequalities, which we are now asked to remedy, we should still be far 
from finality. If of brothers equally well qualified one might be so fortunate as 
to secure an appointment of professor in the Provincial Educational Service 
and another less fortunate soilircs an appointment as lecturer in the subor- 
dinate service, still a third failing to obtain either of these, might have to 
satisfy himself with the more arduous f) 08 t of teacher in a Government scliool 
on the p^y of Rs. 60, rising progressively to Rs. 250. Administrative action 
can never remedy such inequalities of fortune. 

Finally, I may refer to a recent discussion in this Council^ on a resolu- 
by my H^n’ble friend, in the course of which fho Hon’ble Merilber 
in charge of Education, stated that an enquiry will be made as soon as 
possible about the desirability of reorganizing the Subordinate and Lower 
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Subordinate Eduoatiooal Services. Pending such enquiry it appears undesir: 
able to cousider this special case in which only one class of officer in the 
subordinate service, and that not the most unfortunate, is concerned. Fw 
these reasons, my Lord, 1 oppose the resolution on behalf of Government. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kisuobi Moham Ghaudbubi said : — 

“ My Lord, I am extremely sorry for the attitude taken by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Wordsworth. I remember well I was assured on another occasicm that 
the case of these officers will be taken into favourable consideration at an 
early date, and I hoped and still ho; e that it would done as early as 
possible. It is somewhat consoling to me, however, that the same assurance 
has boon given to me again by my Hon’ble friend that their case would be 
considered at no distant future. But the thing is this, I do not say that 
because they are dissatisfied something ought to be done for them. Every- 
body may want special consideration and promotion, but it is not for that that 
I am urging their case, 'fhe fact is if they are made to do the same kind of 
work as the members of the Provincial Educational Service, they naturally 
think they should be entitled to the same consideration. It may be that 
when they were hard pressed and when there were no vacancies in the 
Provincial Service, they were obliged to accept the posts that were offered, 
but when they are asked to do the same kind of work as the Provincial 
Service men do, they naturally hope that special considerations would be 
shown towards them. I take it that these officers have been doing the 
superior work creditably, otherwise they would not be I’etained in their 
posts. But I submit that if prtjper remuneration is not given for the 
work they do, it will have a demoralizing effect on them. Whenever there is 
a vacancy, the Governing Body of tlie College, I understand, are only inclined 
to recognize the claims of the professors who are serving under them directly. 
In case of a new ap|)ointraent, I understand, the presumption is that it is not 
left with the Governing Body to fill the post. I understand that a Govern- 
ment circular has issued to the effect that the claims of those who have 
rendered good service should be considered when any new arrangements are 
made. In the Subordinate Service too the claims of those who are doing 
superior work should be considered, at least when occasion arises. However, 
after the assurance of the Hon’blo Mr. Wordsworth, I do not press tlie 
resolution and I beg to withdraw it." 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

The Pkehident said : — 

"We have now finished Resolution No. XXXIX and there are still 10 
resolutions standing on the order paper. Unless Hon’ble Members are pre- 
pared to Bimak somewhat more concisely than they have, I think the prospects 
of concluding tlm proceedings to-night are not bright ; but I am anxious to 
meet the convenience of Hon’bto Members in the matter of adjournment ; and 
I am quite prepared to continue the proceedings or I am prepared to adjourn, 
as is most convenient to Hon’ble Members. I propose to ascertain quite 
informally what the wishes of Hon’ble Members are, by asking them to 
raise their handa who are in favour of adjournment.’’ 

The majority of the Hon’ble Members being in favour of an adjourn- 
ment, the Oounoil was then adjourned to 11 a,m., on Saturday, the 16tb 
March, 1918, at Government House, Calcutta. 

A. M. HUTCHISON, 

SeereUnry to the OovC of Bon^l, a%i 
- SeereUnry to the Bengal *Legidaiite 

Calcutta, 

The im April, * 

B. 8. PiMi— B. F. 



Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India .lc<, 1915. 
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The Council mot in the Council Ohamher at Govermnaut House, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 16th March, 1918. at 11 a.m. 


Present : 

His Excellency the Rigfht Hon’ble Lawkence John Lumlev Dundas, 
Earl of Ronaldshay, q.o.i.e.. Governor of the Presidenn / of Fort 
William in Bengal, j>residing. 

The llon’hle Siu Henry Whekeer, k.c.i.e., c.k.i. 

The Hoii'hle Mu. N. 1). llEATstiN Hell, c.s.l. c.i.e. 

Tlie Hon’l)le Sir Satyendra Prasanna Sinha, kt. 

Tile llon'hle Mr. C- J- Steyenson-Moore, r.v.o. 

The Hon’hle Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.h.l. c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .1. Donald, c.i.e. 

The Hon’lile Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

The Hon’blo Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

Tlie Hon’ble Lt.-Colonel W. J. Huchanan, c.i.e., i.m.h. 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. C. H. Hompas. 

'I’he Hon’ble Mr. W. (\ Wordswoimh. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Pavne. 

The Hon’lile Mr. E. H. H. Panton. 

ibho Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukiiarji HAHAiun:, i.s.o 
The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mchikerjee. k.i m.e. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sarkar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Mackenzie. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, c.i.e. 

The Hon'ble Mu. Aminur Rahman. 

The Hon’ble Rev. Dr. G. Howkli.8. 

Th«.Hon ble Mr. Pbovash Chundbb Mitter. 

The Hon’ble Babu Hrojendra Kishor Rax Qpaudhdhi. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Sinoha. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Deba Prabad Sarbadhikaki, c.i.e. 
The Hon’ble Rai Derendek Chundek Ghobe Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Carter, cm.e. 

The llon’ble Mr. W. E. Crum. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. B. Eden. 

'J'he Hon’ble Maulvi Abi:!. Kahem. 

'File Hon’bie Mr. M. Abhrae Ali Khan (’haudhuri. 
The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The H on’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 
The H on’ble Mk. Altaf Ali. 

The Hon’ble Kai Maiikndra Chandra Mitka Bahadur 
The Hon’ble Bahu Sukkndra N \tii Bay. 

The Hon’Iile I^ahu Kishoki JMohan Chaudhuri. 


REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

% 

[The discussion on the resoiutions on the Revised Financial 
Statement was resumed.] 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XL. 

The Hon’ble Bahu Kikiiori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following: 
Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) Buyiees 15,000 be granted to the Dinajpur Municif)aHty for the 

construction and repair of a protective Inind at the quarters 
known as Bamnagore and Gobrapara ; and 

(b) this sum be met from General Reserve under head “32 — 

Miscellaneous * 
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He said : — 

“My Lord, there? is a hu7id alongside^ the Kanehaii riven which is 
maintained by tiie District l>oard, but alniost evt ry year it is ove rflooeleei, 
and the inhabitants of the j ortion of the municii>al town just to the e?a8t ol 
the protective bund suffer awfully from the rt‘SuItH theieof. Besides, tlie 
sufferings of the residents of the*^ adjoining tracts to the north thereof, viz., 
the quarters known as Ramnagar and Gobrapara, where there is no proti'ctive 
hund^ during the recent Hoods of tlie last two years, km‘w no l)oundH, and the 
distress of the people was more than what could be d('scril)ed. Sonn^ of the 
houses and cattle, etc., were swept away by tin* Hood and some oth<*rs were 
under water for days together. Limited as the n*sonrc(*s of this M unicij)ality 
are, it is quite beyond t!)i‘ ordinary means the municipal ( V>mmissi(>nt‘rs tt) 
extend the existing buiid <0 a length of abimt two miles and to raist* tin* 
existing portion of the bund sutticiently for the protection and reli(*f of 
these distressed people. Tin* estimated cost of construction and r(*pairs of 
the butid nin.y be Rs. 4,000. The District Board of Dinajpur was moved h)r 
extending the existing bund, but as under t In* Local St‘lr-Gov(*rnment Act, 
the District Board is not eiititltHl to sp(*nd any sum witliin municipal art»a, it 
has expn^ssed its inability to do anything. 

The District Board of Dinajpur was appealed to, but urnhu* the provi- 
sions of the Local Sclf-Governiinuit Act thi* Distric^t Boiird is not entitl(Ml 
to spend any sum on such a })roject. ( •ons(‘qiu*ntly nothing has b(n*n done by 
the District Board. 1, therefore, proj)ose that a sum of Rs. 15,000 be gi'anttnl 
to the Dinajpur Municipality for this proj(H?t. My impn^ssion was tliat tin? 
District Magistrate* of Dinajpur had subniittcHl his proposals to (lON'ernment , 
but 1 am sorry to learn from the llon’bU* Mr. O’Malh y that (»ov(*rnm(‘nt hav(‘ 
no information about it. T am sorry to iind that tl)e Dinajj)ur Municipality 
did not appeal to Governmtujt din‘(*t. If there is any diHieulty in making the 
grant immediately, 1 am sur(* the in*eilful will be doin* after tlu' inn?(‘ssary 
enquiry. In this view of the matt(‘r, 1 have brought up this n‘Rolutifm and 
with these words I comm(*nd it to tin* accej)tanee of this (youncil.” 


The Hon’bh* Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Lord, as thellou’bh* Mover has exj^lained to tin* (^)Uncil, this is a 
schenn* about which (Jov(‘rnment hav(* no information. The Municij)ality has 
not approacJn*d ( iov(*rnment, and Ooverninent are at pr(*h(*nt unaware* wlj(‘ther 
plans and estimat(*s have been prej)an?d. A drainag(‘ scht'un* of an anti- 
malarial nature* lias be(*n pr(*pan*d, which provid(*H for r*arthwork on the I'oads 
and on a ]>rot(‘ctivc bund loiind the town. 1 am not certain whether it is the 
HRine bu?id tliat tin* Ilon’ble Mover lias in his mind. If a schenn* of (*onH- 
truction and repair cnmvs befon* the Ch)v(‘rnmen t, it will have? to b(* considered 
in relation to this drainage* scln'iin*. At any I'ate, for the pr(*Hent, it is 
scarcely feasibh* to make provision for a scheme of which nothing is known. 
If the work is to be undertaken, the (*ngin(‘ering details will liavf* tob(? s(;tth?d, 
plans and estimat(*s pi’ctared and tin* financial basis of the proje(‘t determined, 
c.^., how much the municipality can (jontribute and whc*ther it rf^quires a loan 
or grant. I can assure the Hon’ble Mover that if the M unicijiality corners up. 
Government will be very glad to consider the scheme, and, aft<jr examining 
plans and estimates, to sec? wli<*th<*r any assistance* is r(‘fjuir(‘d and in what 
form it should be given.” 


The Hon’ble Ba«u Kishori Mohan Chaudiicuu said : — 

“ I am glad to liear that Government is pr(?par(?d to do the nc^edfid in 
the matter. I am sorry the Municipality did not move? the Government. 
However, after the assurance of the Hond)le Member, 1 do not think 1 should 
press the resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, wi'didrawn. 
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Baku Kishort Mohan Chaudhuru 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XLI. 

The Hon'ble Babu Kibhori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
Rewolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) the monthly fee rates in the Hooghly, Krishnagar, Chittagong and 
Rajehahi Colleges he reduced to Rs. 5 in the case of t^ two 
former colleges and to Rs. 4 in the case of the two latter 
colleges, the estimate of receipts from Government Colleges — 
General — being correspondingly reduced ; and 

(i) a corresponding reduction be made in the provision for miscella- 
neous and unforeseen charges under ‘‘ 32 — Miscellaneous.” 


He said : — 

‘‘My Lord, recently the monthly fee rate for the Sanskrit College has 
been raised from Rs. 5 to Us. 6 with certain exceptions and for the Krishnagar 
College from Rs. 5 to Ks. 6, and for the Chittagong and Rajshahi Colleges 
from Rs. 4 to Ks. 6. The Government letter ordering the increments with the 
reasons for the same has also been published in reply to my unstarred 
question No. X fmt on the 4th September last. The number of students in 
March 1916 and the per head Government expenditure in these colleges are 
given in the following table : — 



Number of 

Per head 
fxpendicu re. 

Increased monthly 
fee 



Hk. 

A. P. 

Kh. 

Krishnagar College 

... LSI 

175 

1 0 

1S4 

Rajshahi „ 

... 774 

52 

12 2 

l,54cS 

Chittagong 

... 261 

140 

13 G 

528 

Hooghly 

242 

134 

1 3 

. . . 

Sanskrit 1,. 

... 214 

56 

14 9 

214 

Dacca 

S2() 

171 

9 6 

. . . 

Presidency 

... 975 

237 

5 7 

... 


Thus it appears that the Government gain by this increment amounts to 
Rs. 2,174 a month, or Rs. 29,688 only a year. The Budget provision for this 
year for lulucation is Rs. 98.13,000. The provision in the revised Budget is 
Rs. 81.14.000. Tims the saving amounts toRs. 16,99,000. So we can take it 
that it is not on account of any pn^ssure on the Provincial revenue that this 
increment order has been passed, and we fail to understand why Government 
took this unusual course and why higher education, upon wdiicli the solution of 
the bread question of the hhadralok classes of limited means"^ solely depends, 
should be taxed to its utmost. One might naturally think that it is simply 
putting a premium upon high education, so that its door might be closed to 
the pc^ople of ordinary means. One argument that has been advanced for 
this increment is that there should be a uniformity of fee rates. But uni- 
formity, I think, is not always practicable or possible. Varjdng conditions 
control varying necessities and it needs no showing that circumstances are not 
the same in Calcutta, Hoc^hly, Dacca, Chittagong, Krishnagar and Rajshahi. 
If, however, uniformity is indispensable, why not make it by reduction ratlier 
than by increment ? Moreover, an exception has been made in the case of 
the Bethune College and for the sons of the bond fide pandits of the Sanskrit 
College. Is it not because female education has not much progressed and 
the fcond pandits find it hard to meet the exorbitant charges? If^it is 
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necessary to make some concession for these two classes, what concession 
Government are prepared to make for the poorer section of tht^ general public 
and for those who are very backward in high education. The mofussib 
colleges are obliged to work at a great disadvantage ? That tht^se colleges 
are steadily growing in importance is simply because the p(K)rer seclions are 
in large numbers now-a-days resorting to these colleges lor the sake' of 
economy. Residence in Calcutta is very expensive, and it is hardly possiblt' 
for the poorer sections to avail themselves of the advantages of training in 
Calcuttia where students get the help, directly or indirectly, of first-rate 
Professors and well-equipped Laboratories and Libraries, "if unifonnity 
could be secured in Government expenditure per head for all the Govnn- 
inent colleges in the Province, the position wouhl have been ratlier intelligible 
and consistent. Admittedly, in tliat case it would be nect'ssary for I 
Government to make larger grants to all the mofussil colb'ges. The Hon'ldt* 
Mr. Hornell said in reply to my question that the iov rates were* raistul 
because they were too low. I do not understand, niy Lord, what tliis 
phrase 'too low’ means. Does it mean that high (nlucation must l>e 
highly paid lor?^ Are we to take it after all that tHlucaiion is a niiirkelahle 
thing to he disposed of to the highest bidder ? 

One may say that it is a question of a rapin' or two a mont h, so it is 
not of much importance. He do(‘s not know how iiiany poor students will 
have to give up their stiulies for this increment l»y a riijxn* or two. If there 
has been no appreciable decrease in tli(' number of admissions this your the 
discouraging effect is sure to he felt at no distant fiiiure. Surely, this is not 
the time for increment in eduCiational (‘xptmsc^s when all the hltadralok elass(‘s 
are hard pressed on all sides l>y the ahnornial i*ist‘ in the* ])ri(‘c of ordimny 
necessaries of life. Then, my Lord, the ideal of high education must hav»' 
undergone a thorough eliange in this irountry in I’cctmt yeai s. W hen tin* 1».A. 
(‘lasses in the Kajshahi (k)ll(^ge were first opened in the y('ar 1877 or 1878, 
through the liberality of the* late Raja Proinol hanatli Ray of Diglia])atia with an 
endowment of a lakh and-a-half for the purpose, it was arranged that, if at h^ast 
eight students continue to road in each of the third and fourtli-V(*nr classes, 

1 he college would lx* maintained by (-rovernnHmt, and t ln‘n tln^re was an 
European Principal of the Indian Educational S(‘rvie(* ]iost<*(i thera*. Now 
there are more than three ImndriHl students in i h(‘ Ih A . elassi's of the Rajsliahi 
College. North Bengal is proverbially IxK^kward in ediuxation. It is ])ra(‘1 i- 
(•ally a Mahomedaii Division, mostly of ilie (*ulti rating class. The fex^ ra!(‘ 
in tlie Rajshahi College was originally fixed at Rs. 3 a in(Xitli and ii has now 
h('en doubled. Indian instinct, my Lord, is always oj)posed to malv(‘ ediK^at’on 
costly. India had a s^^stem of (xhication of her own and it was on a residen- 
tial basis ; but it was the least (expensive to i lie guardians, <*d mtal ional 

institutions were maintained by grants eithi'r State or ])rivat(‘, and f)UpilH were 
required to live with their preceptors ihiring the f>erioil of t heir t^diu^al ion. 
The tendency in modern civilised countries also is to make <xlucatiori as cheap 
as possible. In England, I ludieve, tlie University Extension syst(un lias Ixxui 
introduced and is being tried with success. This is a m(*tlKHl which has hew^n in 
operation for a number of years for extending ITniversity teaching to >oiing 
people outside tlie Universit}^ who would otherwise he nnal>le to avail tlKUii- 
selves of University advantages. Und(*r this seheirK* l(*ctui(‘S ai'e givxui and 
classes opened in chief centres of population and tin? liigli education of tlu^ 
University is thus brought within popular reach. 

I have not taken the case of the Sanskrit (k>ll(*ge into (tonsidc'ration, as 
the students there get the advantasres of (’alcutta education. I also think 
the Hooghly College should be placed on the same level with tlie Krishnagar 
College. 

I am aware that some of our Anglo-Indian friends, even with their 
strong sympathy for Indian aspirations, suffer from education phobia. 
Perhaps they think — and I have heard it said sometimes — that tlu^ rcKit 
cause of anarchism lies in the spread of high education in the land. To say 
the least of it, I can safely assert that it is absolutely without any foundation 
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in fact. High ideals given by high education ^can never create anarchism. 
J may quote here the ‘ Message of Hope ' graciously ann ounced by His 
Majesty the King-Emperor which runs thus : — 

* ^ k is my wish that there may be spread over the land a network of 
schools and colleges from which will go forth loyal, manly and useful citizens 
able to hold their own in industries and agriculture and all the vocations of 
life ; and it is my wish too tliat the homes of my Indian subjects may be 
brightened by the apr(‘ad of knowledge with all that follows in its train — a 
higher lever of thought, comfort and healtlj.’ 

Disaffection, my Lord, lies in economic causes and the growing poverty 
of tlie people, and therefore the remedy lies not in closing the doof^ of high 
education but in opening new avenues of employment to the youthful genera- 
tion. 

If, my Lord, I have spoken rather strongly against this recent increment 
Older, my excuse is that I feel very strongly about it, and I am firmlj^ con- 
vinced that it will seriously interfere in mofussil towns with the rapid 
progress of (Klucatiom 

For all these reasons I say that this increment in fee rates is absolutcdy 
unjustifiable, and I ajipeal to Your Excellency to remedy it at once, and in 
that hope 1 have taken the earliest op[)ortunil y of bringing this matter before 
this Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mu. O’Maiu.ey said : — 

‘‘My Lord, the n^solution is practically an appc^al against the ordcu’S passed 
hy (lovcrnnumt. about nine months ago raising the foes of the four colleges 
to Ks. f) a month. (lovtuuiment then examined ttn^ position as regards fees 
paid in (iov(*rnment Colleg(*s, and I may exjdain to tlu^ Ilon’ble Memlxn* the 
reasons which h‘d to the raising of fees. Unt il last y(‘ar there was (;on8id(n-- 
abl(‘ variety in tin* rates j)rescribed at the different colleges. rh(*y vver©^ 
Presidency College, Us. 12; Hooghly. Ks. 6; L)ac(;a, Ks. 6; Sanskrit, 

Ks. 5 (*xc(q)t for sons of hofu'i Jide pandits who paid Ks. 2 ; Kajshahi, 

Ks. I ; (diittagong, b‘s. \ ; Krishnagar Ks. o So far as could be seen, 

then* was no justifi(;ation for the low let* rat(^s in t ht^ four (Jol legits, viz., 
Kajshahi, Krishnagar, ( 'hit tagong and t he Sanskrit Collegers, dlnna* was no 
I’casoii why (‘(1 ucai ion should be clu^apm* in some colleges than in oldnu’s. 
Mdien w(‘ compartHl tin* rat(*s paid in private colh^ges. we found that several 
charg(Ml inon^ than tin* four (iovt*rnment colh*ges. For instanci^ the St. 
Xavier’s and Scottish (diurclms Colleges charg(*d Ks. (i a month for all 
students and tin* Kipon College charged Ks. 7 for ]>. Sc. students. 
After ca refull}" considering the matter, Ciovernment came to tin* conclu- 
sion that tin* JVh^s sh( uld be raised to the same rate as in the liooghly and 
Dacca Coll(*g(‘S, /.c., to Ks. 6 a month. The rate was raiscMl by Kc*. 1 
only for the Krishnagar and Sanskrit Colleges — in the latter sons of pandits 
continued to ))ay tin* sann* low preferential rate — and by Ks. 2 in Kajshahi 
and (diittagong. It was thought that this would not be an excessive charge 
for the class(*s of stu<h*nts who rec(‘ive collegiate education. 

The Governnu'nt of Bengal has not been singular in its action. The 

Government of the Central Provinces raised the fees at the tlubbiilpore 
Collegt* from Ks. 5 to Ks. 6-4 in 1911-12, while in 1916 it raised tin* fees 
in both its colleges fr<an Ks. 6-4 to Ks. 7-8. which is more than is 
paid in any Government college in Bengal excef)t the Presidency College. 
The Central Provinces Government, indeed, went further than the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, for it also laid down that the minimum fee which could 
be accepted in aided colleges should be Ke. 1 less than that charged at the 
Government colleges. 

The principle kept in view by Government in raising the fees was they 
should not be too much for families of the middle classes, and should also 1^ 
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enough to cover a substantial portion of the cost of the colleges. Government 
considered itself justified in doing this in view of tht‘ large and increasing 
expenditure which it has to incur on collegiate education. I mentioned 
certain figures yesterday and I do not pn^pose to re}>eat them here. J inav 
just mention that the cost of Arts Colleges is no less tlian 18 lakhs ; and every 
student costs the provincial revenues Us. 140 a year. It is probabh* that the 
expenditure on colleges may be increased. We have the I)a(*(*a Onivt»rs ity 
scheme, which has merely been postponed, and there is llie selu'mo for a 
Mahomedan Arts (lollege in Calcutta, which is also postponi'd ; 1 may add that 
in the case of the college in which the Hon’hle Mover is particularly interesl- 
eil, viz., the Rajshahi College', there is a scheme for hostels still to 
materialise. I think the Hon’ble Member has underestimated the iiuTcasc I'f 
income which will accrue from the* raising of college fees. 1 think as a matter 
of fact, the increase of income is about eight times the sum he mentions. 

The Hon’ble Mover has also referred to the policy in England, parti- 
cularly in regard to University education. 1 am not prepan'd to go into a 
(liseussion of general principles as to the proportion of ('ilucational expendi- 
ture which should be devoted lo (alleges. 1 only wish to remark that in 
this country Government has done a great deal for eollegiab* or University 
education. If the Council will petmit hk', I would like lo (pioti' a paragnii'h 
from the remarks of Mr. Gilchrist . who is known to Ix' a brilliant young 
ednc.ationist. This is what he says ; — 

‘ Perhaps in no country in the world at any ixeiod in history havi' 

greater relative demands been niadt* upon Government, lor odiication than in 
India. Nor has any GoverniiK'Jit been so responsive. The idt'a ol GoV(>rn- 
inent subsidy which permeates the whole University scheme ol thiiigs in India 
has led many thinking men to consider whether in this exti'usive subsidy of 
University ('ducation there is not economic dang<T. Editcation is indeed a 
factor of production of the first importance, hut in India mtiny <)thcr urgent 
factors arc to l>e considered ; and while otu' must always insist on ^he 

suvtrcmo importanct' of primary ami secomhiry ('ducation. it is dilliciilt to sym- 
pathise with whoh'sale Government expenditure on University education. 
University ('ducation in the West derR-nds largely on iirivat.c^ Komx'cs. but in 
In'lia Gov('rnmcnt is lookr*'! 'Hi as rcsponsibh^ alike for Umvctsit.y. secoinlary 
and primary education.’ 

I merely cite these remarks to show tlial ediKtai ionists recognis'' that 

(iioverniiK'Ut have been generous in n'gard to colh'giatc educ.ation ; and I do 

think it may fairly be accepted .as roasonabh- that Government should raise 
the monthly fees to a figure which will not he too much for tlic students or 
their parents, 'riic (jiK'stion is ; — Dck's that cjmse h.anlshii' to stinhints 
Does it tend to diminish th(! demand for these (-•ollcgcs ? D.x's it pn'judi- 
cially interfere with collegiate educ.ation? Well, since these orders were 
pasK(!d — nine months ago as I hav(' already Haid.-|— GoveriiinenI have i cce.i v('(l 
no complaints and they believe that no hardship has bt'en caused Unfor- 
tunately, I have not got the figures lor the (diittagong College, but I have got 
the figures for the Krishnagar College and tln^y show that since tdie fees 
were raised, the number of students of the college has risen from 218 to 24.5. 
This does not show that the raising of the fees has had any bad effet't. hor 
the Rajshahi College, in which the Hon’ide Member and J myself are 
interested, I have no exact figures. Rut I have good authority for saying that 
since the orders weie passed, the number <^>f fipplicants for adrnisKion hart 
increased. The maximum number admissible in tho Rajshahi College is 
limited to 750, and for some time past the number of applicants has been 
in excess of this maximum, the result being that 100 students apply hut are 
unable to obtain admission. The demand is greater actual 

accommodation available. Since these orders were passed, numbei o 

applications for admission which have had to he rejected foi want 
accommodation has risen from 100 to 150. In these circumstances, my Lord, 
I am sorry I cannot recommend this resolution to the Council. 



460 


Besolutions. 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


[ 16 th Mamcb, 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishoki Mohan Chauduuri said : — 

My Lord, I Imve carefully listened to the reply, but on one point I have 
not iieard anything in justification. It is this : why should an exception be 
made in the case of Bethune College ? Is it necessary that this exception 
should be made in this case simply because the College is not able to meet the 
necessary expenses and because education has not made much progress 
among females ? I do not understand why that consideration should not be 
shown towards the poorer classes of the community among whom also 
education has not made much progress. The immediate effect would be 
slight, but I am sure at no distant future it will tell heavily upon the 
j)oorer section. Very little progress has been made in English education, 
specially in Bengal. It is in that view that we have been trying for some 
time ro make education cheaper. As I have shown, the tendency in all 
civilized countries, including England, is to make education cheaper, and I 
cannot understand why it should bo otherwise in this country, at least in 
Bengal. I am not satisfied, therefore, with the explanation given. As I 
have shown the Provincial revenue has not been benefited much by this, and 
there is no reason why a special tax should be imposed upon education. I 
can understand a special tax upon excise revenue. But education is neither a 
vice nor will the special tax benefit the Provincial Government much. If any 
appreciable income would have been derived from this there would have been 
Some justification, but simply because in the Presidency College the ' per 
head ’ expenditure is very Iiigh, there is no reason why in the case of Dacca 
Coll(3ge the f(^e should ho raised to Rs. 6. I have not purposely mentioned the 
cas(i of Dacca College in my resolution because there is shortly going to be a 
University tlun^e. But in the case of the colleges I have mentioned I do 
not understand why the rate has been increased. The explanation offered is 
not at all satisfactory, and I hope the House will accept my resolution. 


A division was then taken with the following result : — 

A pen — JO. Noes — 21. 


Tlie Hon’bt* Dr. Nilrutun Stirkur. The Hoii’l)lo Sir Henry Wlnelei. k ( i E., c.h.i 


It 

,, Mr. Arnn Chainiru Singha. 


Mr. N. D. IJeatHon Bell, c.s. r , l.i.e 

11 

,, Hni Deiiender Uhundcr Gliowo 


Sir Satyendra PraHaiina Sinha, Kt. 


Bahadur. 


Mr J. 11. Kerr, < s.i., (m.e 

n 

,, Maulv'i Ahul Kawm. 

•1 

,, J. Dnrmld, (\ i.E. 

♦1 

,, Mr. iM. Anliruf Ah Khun Chau<liiiiri. 


„ L. S. S 0 xMalley. 

It 

,, Maulvi A K. 


„ F. A. A. Cowley. 

tt 

,, Kliun Snhih Aiiiaii Ali. 


Lt. -Colonel W. J. Buchanan, c.i.E., 

It 

,, Kui Mah(‘ndra Chandra Mitra Balia 


I.M.H. 


dur. 

11 11 

Mr. C. H. Bonipas 


., Balm Sureiidra Nath Kay. 

11 1* 

,, W. C Wordsworth. 


V Klaliori Mohan Chaudhuri 

11 

„ C. F. Bayne. 



11 '1 

„ E. B. ii. Pantoii. 



11 11 

Bai Pri^’a Nath Mukharji Bahadur, 




1..S.O. 



’1 11 

Sir Kajendra Nath Mookerjee, K.c.i.B. 



• ' 11 

Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, r.i.E. 




„ Aniiuur Kahmati. 



1^ 11 

Kev. Dr. G. Howells. 



11 11 

Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.E. 



11 11 

„ W. E. Crum. 



11 11 

„ E. B. Eden. 



*1 1' 

„ Altuf Ali. 


The following members abstained from voting : — 

The Hon’ble Mr, J. Mackenzie. 

„ ,, Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, c.i.E. 

The following members were absent : — 

„ „ Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, k.c. 

„ „ „ C. J. Stevenson-Moore, c.v.o. 

V „ The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
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„ ,, Mr. R. Glen. 

99 n 91 Provanh Chunder Mitter. 

99 99 The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Hard wan. 

M Kumar Shib Shekharesawr Ray. 

99 Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 

„ 9 , Rai Radha Cliaran Pal Bahadur. 

-9 ,, Mr. E. A. Martin. 

9 , 99 H. R. A. Irwin. 

,9 Dr. Abdulla-al-Mainun Suhrawardy. 

„ 9 , Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

^9 9 , Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

„ ,9 Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

9 , 9 , 99 Mabendra Nath Ra^^ c.i.e. 

,, 99 Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,9 9 , Babu Ainbika Cliaran Mazumdar. 

The ayes being 10 and the noes 21 the resolution was lost. 


APPCNDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XLII. 

The Hon’ble Baiuj Kfshoiu Mohan Ohaudihom niovinl the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council roconimends to the Governor in Council that — 

[a) a sum he allotted for the appointment of t wo additional Lecturers 

in English and Chemistry and a Laboratory Assistant in Physics 
in the Rajshahi College ; and 

(b) the sai l sum be met from General Reserve — ‘‘82 — Miscellaneous.” 
He said : — 

“My Lord, this resolution is based UfKin the re(‘onimendation of tin* 
University Inspectors. They have been insisting since 1914 on the appoint- 
ment of two additional Lecturers in English and one additional Demonstrator 
in Chemistry. Only one additional Lectun*r in English was apj^ointed in 1915. 
In this year's Budget there is provision for appointment of ont^ additi(»nal 
Lecturer in English for the Rajshahi College. But no af)f)oinl ment has as yet 
been done. A curious suggestion was made sometime ago that the number of 
students in the college should be reduced by at least 100. The Governing 
Body, however, represented that this should not be done, as in that case the 
college would suffer a loss of about Ks. 5,000 a year according to the former 
rate of fees. In last September also the University Inspectors (Messrs. 
Ghose and Das Gupta) strongly urged for the app<^)intment of one additional 
Lecturer in English and one additional Demonstrator in Chemistry. They 
also pointed out the unsatisfactory result of English in the last University 
Examination for this college. The Rajshahi College is the least expensive 
Governnient college in the Province. The per head expenditure in this 
college was Rs. 52 and odd annas in 1915-16. The fee rate has since been 
increased from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 a month. A Laboratory Assistant in Physics 
is also, I understand, urgently necessary in the Rajshahi College. The 
number of students reading Physics in the 1. Sc. and B. Sc. classes is over 
225. Under these circumstances, I hope, this resolution should meet with 
the approval of the Government and wal be accepted by this Council. “ 
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TUe Hon’ble Mr. Wori swokth said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, the matter in simple and scarcely merits the dignity" of a 
res^>liition in Council. Oiir colleges are staffed according to the requirements 
of the University. Not long ago, J think at the end of 1916, the staff of 
this college was settled by an understanding with the University. Recently, 
the University addressed us in terms inconsistent with this understanding. 
We requested of the University an cixplanation of the inconsistency. The 
(explanation has arrived, and is not consistent with any of the preceding 
correspondence. As soon as we arrive* at a settlement we shall take what- 
ever action is necessary in tin* ordinary course of administrative routine, and 
the necessary expenditure will be* provided from the ordinal y source avail- 
able. 1 trust, t herefore, the Hon’ble Member will not find it necessary to 
pre^ss this resolution.’* 


d'he Ilon’bh* Raiut Kisiioja Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

“ My Lord, in view of this assurance, I am not anxious to press for the 
immediate acce^ptancu* of this proposal, but I hope that the earliest oppor- 
tunity will be takem to provide for this.” 

Th resolution was then, by leave of the Lresident, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XLIII. 

Th(? Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq moved the following Resolution : — 

This Council recomuKuids to tli(‘ Governor in Council that — 

{a) a luinj) provision of Rs. ],()(), 000 (Rs. 50,000 recurring and 
Rs. 50,000 non-recurring) Ik* madt* f<u* the devtdo; merit of tire 
Unani system of medicine ; and 
(h) the (*xpenditur(* be met by taking the amount from — 

(/) the lump provision of Rs. 1,50.000 for the develo])m(‘nt of 
industries ; 

(//) tli(* Uiri'cior of Industries and his ohice ; and 
(iii) th(‘ grant for tisli culture ; 

by r(‘ducing exptuiditure under head (f) l)y 50 j^er cent., by 
dropping the whole* of the (expenditure under head {ivi) and 
taking the balance from the provision under head {it). 


He said : — 

” My Lord, it is with some diffid(*nce that 1 rise to speak a few words 
on this resolution. The suggestion contained in this resolution is somewhat 
of a novel character, and 1 confess that the idea never struck me till my 
Hon’ble friend Habu Suren Ira Nath Ray informed me that lie had given notice 
of a similar resolution which he is presently going to mov’^e. I thought, my 
Lord, that wlu'n a Hindu member of this Council gives notice of a resolution 
lor provincial r(*venues to be ear-marked for exp(mditure for the development 
of a Hindu system of medicine, a Muhammadan member, representmg a 
Muhammadan constituency, might well justify his seat in Council by putting 
in a similar plea for the Muliammadan system of medicine. But since I 
gave notice of this resolution I have considered the matter, and I confess 
that I find there are certain difficulties in the way o£ my pressing this 
resolution on the Governmeut. In the first place, there is ,,iio inst^ution 
at the present moment to which any money could be handed, over for the 
study and researcli of the Unani system of medicine; but at' the eirtiie time 
I would earnestly appeal to Government to remember th(tt the Unani system 



1918.] Resolutions, 463 

Matdvi Abul Kasem ; Henry Wheeler, 

of medicine contains the elements of extraordinary dt>velopment as an 
indigenous system of inedieino and Provincial reve!im‘s might, therefore, he 
properly spent in t fie development of such a system, provided the ways a«d 
means are arranged and provided the rnivt^rsity, for instance, makes it a 
business to encourage this particular system of mediciiu'. Many of the 
witnesses who have been examined hy tln^ University (.commission, parti- 
cularly the Muhammadan witnesses, have urged upon tlie rni\^M*sity (\)m- 
mission the importance of rc'commending the practical study of the Unani 
system as a me(iical science, and it may lie that on tin* rt'coniimmdation of 
the University (commission, the University may h(‘ indiu'cd to create a chair 
or some such thing for the (h'vehipnnnit of this systmn of modicim^ If that is 
done, the recommendation contained in my resolution may he considered hy 
Gov^ernment, whether some sort of subsidy (cannot he givtm for tin' 
developinimt of this s^’stem of m(‘<l!ciiu*. 1 nt*ed not s| (Mid the time of tln^ 
Council any furthtu*, and 1 will mjt |)ress my resolution if 1 get an assuranct^ 
that this re8(3hition will rocelvt* sympatlu‘tic consideration at the hands of 
the Government. 


The Hon’hle Maim.vi Aiu’l Kasem saitl : — 

‘‘My Lord, J am extr(MiU‘ly sorry that in this instance, at any rat(‘, I 
cannot support my Uon’hle friend Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-1 Ia(]. 1K‘ himstdf 

admits that lu' lU'ver thought of moving such a rt^solulion, hut that t In^ 
idea came to him hi‘causi*> a Hindu Mtunlxo' of lhi‘ (-ouneil gave notic^e of 
a resolution connected with tlu‘ Hindu syst<Mn of medicine. 1 am sorry 
to say that I cannot approve of th(‘ spirit in which tin' ri^solution has Ikmmi 
framed. Wc are heri* to reprc'smit Muhammadan inler(‘st e(M-tainly, hut 
w(‘ are not hei-e simply to pr(‘ss our c^laims on tin* ground that a Hindu 
meinlier has put forward his claim on his own account. ( ^instnpKMitly, I 
do not think, the Government will h(‘ widl-ad vistnl lo,ac(u*})t this n'solution, 
liecause if the Unani systfun is to he encouraged ir should h(‘ ('n(!ourag(‘d 
at Delhi in which ancient and InipcMual city this systi'in is still in vogU(% 
and the Imperial r(nM>nue may he div(M’te(l towards the purpose. Delhi is 
associated with th(.‘ Unani syst(Mn, hut ev(Mi tlnm I doubt wln^lluM* a sutIi(MtMit 
nuiaher of students will Ix^ availahh' to fill uj) a first gra<h^ colh'g(‘, not to 
speak cd (Calcutta or Daccaa or Nf»akliali. W ith t lu'se words 1 oppose tin* 
res(.)lution. We have got many important matters for which funds are 
wanted and we cannot at jirt^sent lake up such an useh^ss (jui'stion as this. ’ 

The Hon’hle vSiu Henky Wiieelku said : — 

‘‘ Sir. tlu^ remarks of ihti Hon’hle MimuIkm' wlio has just spoken relievt' 
me from th(^ obligation of re[)lying to this resolution al any hMiglh, and I do 
not now propose to un(l(M*tak(i an (examimation of the Hnani systmn ol 
medicine ; hut I vv(juld like to di’aw the altenti(ui d ilu' Coumul to a rc^mark 
which I read in our papi^rs crjnm^ctiHl with tlijs resolution and wliieh stiuck 
me, though a non-in(ulical man, cas (‘inimmlly sound. This was a comment 
by Surgeon-Gtmeral Edwards, who has just hdt us, de])r(‘Cat ing the usf^ of 
the word ‘system ’ in coniuMition with this rjU(‘slion. Ht^ said : 

‘ There are r(*ally no S(*parate systems of nuHlKMue I he 

art of medicine should kno.v no boundaries. Wi^ do not want om? medical 
system for India, another for (diina. a third for Framui and so on ; what we 
want is one school tc^aching and assimilating tin* lu st from all over the world. 

In thoJiglit of the discussion to-day we might equally say that we do 
not want on^ “system for Hindus, anotlu;r for Muhammadans, and a third for 
Europeans. 

Th^S q^nestion, therefore, reduces itself to one of medical education. Ihe 
medical edultbatioii which is at present being imparted in Bengal is on lines 
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which, I think, commend thembelves to all of u8. So far as a sound know- 
led;^ of surgery, anatomy, physiology, pathology and midwifery is at the 
basis of any system which is designed to relieve human bodily ills, we are 
probably all agreed that we are proceeding on sound lines. Whatever may 
have been the case in the past, instruction in the two indigenous systems of 
Unani and Ayurvedic mcidicino does not now prevail to any extent in Bengal. 
If, therefore, we divert our energies to an attempt to resuscitate these ancient 
teachings, we necessarily detract from the possibilities of improving the 
existing methods, and even in the course of this financial debate, we find 
that there are unsatisfied demands for improvements in different directions in 
our present medical institutions. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem has mentioned another point, viz.^ 
that tiiere are possibilities of this matter being tackled at Delhi, and I would 
refer the Council to an answer which was given at the Imperial Legislative 
Council on the 18th of February last, in which it was stated that the 
Government of India had under consideration the question whether it was 
possible to place the Unani and Ayurvedic systems on a scientific footing and 
whether it would be possible to increase their usefulness ; the Government 
of India were then awaiting a representation from the All-India Ayurvedic 
Conftirence. 

In the light of these facts, I think the Council will be well advised to 
wait and see what might result from this development, while should the 
University Commission touch on the ])oint their recommendations will 
necessarily receive tlie careful consideration of the local Government, 

In these circumstances, I do not propose to deal at length with the 
suggestion as to the sources from which t he money is to be found for the 
purpose contemplated by the n^solution, though in so far as the divcM'sion of 
funds indicated is likely to prejudice the industrial development of th(^ pro- 
vince, it is scarcely likely to commend itself to those who desire more rapid 
progress in that direction.*’ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

“My Lord, tlie attitude taken up by my Ilon’ble friend Maulvi Abul 
Kasem has been ‘the most unkindest cut of all If lie had told me that he 
was going to oppose it I would not have mov(‘d the resolution at all. After 
hearing Sir Ihmry Wheeler, I l»eg to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of tlie President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OP BUSINESS— ITEM No. XLIV. 

The Hon’ble Bahu Sukenoka Nath Ray moved the following Resolution : — 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) provision be made for making an annual contribution of Rs. 9.000 
recurring and an initial non-recurring grant of Rs. 9,000 to the 
Astanga Ayurvedic College of Calcutta ; and 

(i) the same be met by reducing the amount provided in the Budget 
under the head Calcutta Collectorate (Office) from Rs. 52,776 
to Rs. 42,800 and from the item of Rs. 15,000 for taxi cab 
stand on the maidan. 


He said : — 

‘^My Lord, from the days of Warren Hastings Sanskm learning has 
received an impetus at the hands of the British Governmentr. Isincere love 
and regard for the ancient learning of India by men like Sir William Jones 
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and Professor Max Muller have brought the knowledge of riio East to the 
doors of the West. As has been said by Professor Houghton nearly a cent ury 
ago a course of events, unparalh^led in ihe history of mankind, has placed 
among the subjects of the British Empire, a people n novviuMl from the 
remotest antiquity for wisdom, civilisation and steadfast mlherence to i lieir 
peculiar religious opinions. That the Indians hml iu)t only a literature but 
mathematics and science of a high order is admitted on all hands. It must 
also be admitted that we owe th(' revival of our ancient learning to the 
patronage of the British Government and love of learning of some of the 
savants of the West. Sanskrit pm^try and drama, philosophy and logic have 
received very great encouragement from the British Government. Tiu^ 
Sanskrit Colleges in Calcutta, Navadwip or at Benares, th(‘ stipcMuls paiil |(» 
the pandits of Bengal and the holding of an annual title examination in Sans- 
krit all testify to Government support. But Hiiidu scienee, speeially medieal 
science, has not unfortunately received its fair share of support and j)atronage 
from Government. Time, however, has coim^ when Government ought to 
encourage Indian medical science, sp(‘cially when pe('ple tliemstdvt^s hav(‘ bctm 
taking a keen interest not only in its r(‘vival but in shaping it aecu)rding to 
modern ideas and methods. From a vtu-y long tinie Government ljav(‘ bctm 
patronising Indian drugs and havt‘ been insist iijg upon the use of indigenoiiH 
herbs and vt^getables prescribed by the Ayurvedic system of medicine in all 
medical institutions, in outdoor dispensaries and in hospitals. In fact, (iovtoai- 
ment have prepared a list containing tlie nanu's of Indian herbs with din‘c- 
tions for their use and which are nstnl as a guide to Mi(‘ iiKMlical ollict rs in 
charge of these dispensaries. Hut unfortunately Governnumt Jiave dom* so 
without, at th(* same time, properly' studying the* Induan systaurt of iiKulicim' or 
the therapeutical value of tliese m(‘dicines. Allopathic l>(K'tors have made 
preparations of Indian drugs, such as yeem, Chiratu, Anantnnil ainl have 
been selling their preparations by thousands. Why, tin*, best aJIojiathic 
Doctors of this Presidency have Ix^en using a widl-known medicine of the 
Ayurvedic system known as niakaradka J, generally in cas(*s of lypljoid and 
low fever, thus admitting th(^ efficacy of Indian drugs and Indian system of 
medicine. We have, no doubt, been taught in Westanm leaiming from our 
boyhood, but we are believers in th(.‘ indig(m()ns system of m(*(licine, as the 
best suited for Indian climate and conditions and suitcMl to our (»wn constitu- 
tion ; as a matter of fact people from the higlu'st to th(‘ lowest avail them- 
selves of Kaviraji medicines. 

Your Lordship was pleased to make tln^ following nunarks at the last 
Convocation of the Calcutta University : ‘ What did surprise me was to 
learn that up to the B.A. degree Indian philosophy finds no placa* in the 
curriculum. It is Western philosophy only that is taught and it is only 
those who proc^eed with their studic^s l»eyond tin* B.A. decree; who rcca'ivc at 
the hands of their University a draught from tJiose Hj>ringH of profound 
philosophic thought which hav(‘ welled up in such ricli m(*aHur(; from the 
intellectual soil of their own country. Frankly that Ktrik(*H me as a stupen- 
dous anomaly ’ Your Lorpship further remarked : ‘ I should liavt* f;xp(u to(l 

t(^ find the deep thought of India, whicdi has sprung from the genius oi the 
people themselves being discussed and taught in the normal eoiirsfs of an 
Indian University, and the speculations and systems of other pfH>ple from 
other lands introduced to the students at a later stages after h(* has ofitained 
a comprehensive view of the philosophic wisdom of his own country.’ It will 
be perhaps a surprise to Your Lordship to hear that most of tlie physicians 
who come out of the Government Medical Colleges do not know anything 
about the Hindu system of medicine — of the great works of Sasruta and 
Charaka though there is ample evidence to show that the t-rst principles of 
the science o£ medicine were originally preached in Arabia by Indian physi- 
cians and Professors and that the Charaka and Sasruta were translated into 
the Arabic language. Dr. Wise in liis history of medicines says : * With some 
hints from the Egyptians, the Grecians were the originators of both the 
medical sdtence and art of Europe. A more extended knowledge of history 
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jHovuB that this is not correct, their own most ancient records proving that 
they obtained much of their knowledge from a mysterious nation of the East, 
which we have proved was the Hindu, among whom the arts and sciences 
were succesfully cultivated, and whose great progress in medicine attracted 
attention, and was communicated through the Egyptian priesthood to the 
philosophers of Cxreecti. After perusing a translation of ‘ Charaka Sanhita’ 
Hr. Clarke of Philadelphia observed : Mf the physicians of the present day 
would drop from the pharmacopceia all the rnolern drugs and chemicals and 
treat their patients acconling to the met liods of Charaka there will be less 
work for tluj undertakers and fewer chronic invalids in the world.’ 

Hindu system of medicine known as the Ayurvedic system llourished 
some centuries before^ the l)irth of Christ undtu* the auspices of Hindu kings. 
Various have? been the causes owing to which everything remained at a 
standstill for more than om^ thousand years, ddiere was no supjiort, ng 
encouragement from the Covernment of the day. In fact dark days inter- 
vem^d, without hop(\ without light. Asa consequence there was no progress. 
Moreover, on account of the innate conH(?rvatism of the Hindu race there was 
no experimemt or observation and truths remained neglected. Hindu 
clnuriistry, Hindu botany. Hindu mat(n*ia medica might have been ahead of 
those sciences in the West at onetime, but it is not so now, and it is absolutely 
necessary that they should be resuscitated according to the high standard of 
scientific knowledge' now prevailing. The rust which has accumulated must 
be brushed away and profier st(q)s should be taken to make the system as 
efiicitmt as [)()ssil)le. 'The Government hav(^ betm doing a great deal for the 
encouragemmit of tlu‘ Western method, I mean tln^ allopathic mode of medical 
tr(\atm(Mit in this country. It was In 1913 that it was (dicit(^d by tlui 
questions put by iih^ in this Council that out of nearly 500 apjdicants 
for admission In the (kilcutta Medical Colh'gt^ (‘very yc^ar, only one-fourth 
of tin; candidate's got admission and tlu^ applications of nearly thive-fourths 
of tlu‘ (^andidattis were n^jected. Through the (exertion of my Hon’blc 
fri(‘nd Hr. Nilratan Sarkar and a ft^w otlnu’S supporteii by Lord Carmiehael 
and th(‘ late lnment(Hl Sir Parde Lukis tln^ Helgachia Medical (Jolh'gt^ is now 
an accomplished fact, and Government havc^ contribut(Hl ami have made 
adiiquate jirovision for the upkeej) of the College. This I, think, has also 
btHMi done with otlun* medical schools of the Presidency. It is, therefore, 
meet and proper that GoviMminent should imcourage the indigenous nuMlical 
school of this country. 

1 am fully aliv(‘ to the fact that at tht‘ present tinu' Ayurveda, tlu^ 
Hindu system of mtMlicine and surgery, has ceased to be cultivattMl as a 
sci(*nce and the n^sult has been that the system has, more or less, di^gtmei'ated 
into tunpiricism. Anatomy, surgery and pathology which require systematic 
observation and (‘xpt*rimont for their development have made no progress, 
and the orthodox Hindu physicians are unfortunately ignorant of many of the 
great truths discovmaMl by tlu‘ latter-day physicians of the West. It was 
necessary (^ven for the conserv^ative Hindu physicians to march with the 
times and not to lag bidiind. An Ayurvedic College has been established 
in Calcutta by some of the com}>etent Kavirajes of the Presidency, a few of 
whom an' also passeil graduates of the Calcutta Medical C'ollegi'. The 
object of till' institution is the cultivation of the science of medicine as w\as 
taught in ancient India, with all the advantages and accessories derivable 
fi’om iiKHlern scienc(‘. The Pnjfessors will each be in charge of a s[)ecial 
subject, and will teach his owm selected branch, both theoretically ami 
practically. Thus w’e shall have different instructors in chemistry, physics, 
Ix.Uany, physiology, anatomy, medicine, surgery and midwifery. Surgc?on- 
Oeneral Edwards, who visited this institution about a year and a half ago, 
along wn’th the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell, wdiom I am gla(i to see here to-day, 
w'as pleased to make the following remarks with reference to this institu-, 
tion : — 

‘ I visited this school with the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell and was much 
interested in what I saw. It is a beginning wdiich will, I hope, lead to greater 
things. ^ 
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Kaviraj JiUiiini ]>liU8haij R»^>y l>cli(*vcs id a thorough proliiiiinary training 
on the Western lines. He would teach all tliat the West knows and add to 
that the knowledge of the East. This seems very sound method of educa- 
tion. He says that in the old days there were regular schools, teaching all 
that was known in the intellectual world, whether East or Wt st did uOt 
matter, and he would like to see this state of affairs again rej)r(Hiuced. He 
himself has had a splendid education and is Becliolor of M(‘dicint‘ of the 
Calcutta University as well as a great Kaviraj l>(»cror.' 

The College imparts scientific and syst(‘matic ttmehing. hoih ih(‘(welical 
and practical, in all the eight l)ranches of the Ayurveda, at I ht‘ same* t iiiu' 
it end(*avours to combine secular with the moral and n‘ligious training of 
the students in confoi’mity with thi' past traditions of the country. 'I'lie 
College is divided into two separate departments, viz., tin* Sanskrit 
Department and the Vernacular Department. TIu* cours(‘s of stiniy fvn- 
hot h the departments are the same and the only differcMua* is that in tht* 
Vernacular Department teaching is im]>arted in Btuigali and Hindi. For 
Students in the Sanskrit Department tin* course of stutJy covers a j>(U*i(Mi of 
[iv(‘ years, of which four years art* devoted to the stinly of tdn* gt‘nt‘ral 
college course and oin* year to hightn* study of the j^hilosojdiical portion of 
Avurveda with ]>ractical work meant for advanctvi students. Tin* course of 
study ft>v students include anatomy, physiology, matm-ia mt*dica, (du'mistrv, 
hotany, pathology, surgery, midwiler}’, tliseas(‘s of tin* t*ye, t^ar, throat, 
hygiene, etc. The Collegt* has a frt‘(^ outdcK)r disjH*nsary attached to it with 
the medical and surgical departments. Tin* colh'ge is })rovided with 
(l)a chemical laboratory, (2) a inuR<‘um for matt*ria iiK'diea and pharmacy, 
(3) an anatomical mus(‘um, (4) a colletdion of surgical instruments foi* demons- 
tration and o})eration, (5) a pathological museum. (6) a ln*rl»arium and 
(7) a library. With a view to promott* the (‘ause of AyurvtMla study t he (h>ll(^ge 
authorities have started a monthly medical journal which di^als wdth subjects, 
which are of special intcres’ to tin* stinleiits of Ayurveda and in which a 
systematic att(‘nipi is made to popularise the laws of sanitation and hygiem* 
for the t)revent ion of dis(*ases. An indoor liospital will he at tached to tin* 
College as soon funds voiild lx* available for the piirposi*. Koi* tin* pia^scajl 
(dinical training is impart<*d to the students at the Mai’wari Hindu llosfiital. 
Tin* present iiumbi^r of regular students on t he ro| Is is ,56. 1 Jesidt's t h(*r(^ 

art* five casual stud(*nts. In accordance with fin* t ime-hon()ur(‘d custom ()f 
the country tlie (’olh*gt* authoril i(‘s have t o bear tin* boarding and lodging 
expenses of the ])oor (.leserving students and providt* for then’ frtx* tuition. 
4'hos(* who take admission in tin* Sanskrit Department inust hava* paHH(‘d 
tin* Government d'itht Examination or must satisfy the lh’inc*if>al that i h(*y 
possess sufficient knowltalge of Sanskrit to l»e al»le to r<*ad and uinifn’stand 
r he Ayurvedic literature in Sanskrit. For those* who je)in tin* Vernacular 
Department a sound kiK)wledge of vernacular langinige* is always essential. 
A fair knowledge of English too is always n*c*(>mnn*inh‘d. No stinlent is, 
however, admitted t() the College in any departnu'nt uiih'ss In* Hinaa*Hsf nlly 
passes a preliminary test held by fln^ (h>ll(*ge authoritie s. 

An institution such as this desei v(*s suf>pe^)rt frexn f jove*rnm(mt. A start 
lies been made by private enterprise tind it l>e*Iioves the Geeve^rntnent to 
foster and encourage it by all means. I would. there4e>re, proj)OHe that foi 
the present a monthlj^ grant of Ks. 750 be giv(*n by froverniin*nt to *iid this 
institution in its noble work and a sum of Ks. 9.(KK) as a ee^ntribution lor the* 
proper equipment, ete. The monthly expenditure is me)re than Ks. 1,000. 
It will be money well spent inde(*d. But while* 1 ask \ our Eordship s Go\e*in- 
ment to support this institutiein, I also ask if the Gc>V(*rnnn3nt se> desire tlmy 
can appoint members on the Committee* e)f the l!jstitiitie>n to look aftoi its 
affairs. I would like that the Surgeon-Gcmeral of the* Geevernment should 
have a voice in the management of its affairs. 

Suggestion has been made that the students of the Campbell Medical 
School in Calcutta may be taught as an optional subject basruta and 
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Oharaka — the two welJ-known worka on Hindu medical science. I have 
discussed this matter with some of the members of the Ayurvedic Institute. 
Their objection is that the Hindu system or Hindu school of medicine would 
then lose its individuality and be merged in the allopathic system of 
medicine. It is necessary that the Ayurvedic system should flourish as an 
indej>endent system. The Governmeni has partially recognised this for the 
title of Vaidyaratna was founded by the Government of India in 1911 for 
the purpose of recognising the services of Hindu physicians of eminence who 
practise the Ayurvedic system of medicine. I have been informed that 
there is an Ayurvedic institution attached to the Dyanund Anglo Vedic College 
in the Punjab. It is under the Punjab University and tlie expenses are 
defrayed by Gov^ernment. The Government of Bibar and Orissa have given 
the assurance that at the Sanskrit College to be established at Puri and 
Muzaff'arpur, Ayurveda will be included as a subject of study. 

Next as to the ways and means. From the financial statement we come 
to learn for the first time that in future the Collectorship of Excise in 
Calcutta will be filled up by a member of the Indian Civil Service holding 
the position of a second grade District Magistrate. The Collectorship of 
Calcutta has been held at least for the last twenty-five years by a member 
of the Provincial Executive Service and generally by an Indixn. I knew 
Rai Bahadur Durga Gati Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Chandra Narain Singh, 
Mr. Babonau, Rai Bahadur Banshidhar Banerjee, Mahananda Gupta, Rai 
Bahadur Jamini Mohon Dass. All of them held the appointment and 
]ial)u Nrityananda Bhur is the present holder of the post. Except in one 
single instance I think those officers have discharged their duties honestly, 
conscientiously and without a stain on their character. For the last twenty- 
five years that they have successfully held the office the work, I think, has 
gone on smoothly. It is, therefore, surprising to see that provision has been 
made for a second grade District Magistrate as Collector of Calcutta In 
those days when the question of the wider employment of Indians in offices 
of trust and responsibility has been engaging the attention of the Govern- 
ment wo are generally sorry to see that a post held for more than a quarter 
of a ct>ntury by Indians and by a member of the Provincial Executive 
Service should l)e taken away from them. One would like to know if it is 
not a fact that about three years ago an attempt was made to give it to an 
European gentleman though a member of the Provinchal Executive Service, 
but that it could not be given to him because he was junior in service. I 
move that the present system of appointing Indian members of the Provincial 
Executive Service on the present salary be continued and the proposal for 
the appointment of a District Magistrate of the eecond grade as Excise 
Collector of Calcutta with a higher salary be rejected and that the amount 
budgetted for tln^ latter proposed appointment in excess of the present salary 
be given as a contribution to the Ayurvedic College. 

It further appears that an increase of Us. 9,000 has been made under the 
expenditure heading of Income Tax and we find in the column of remarks 
‘ Budget provddoH for the appointment of an Indian Civil Service Officer as 
Collector with conveyance allowance and for the additional establishment 
sanctioned for increase of work.’ We are ready to concede that conveyance 
allowance and ad<litional establishment for increase of work and consequent 
increase of expenses would be necessai\\ in this head. But why appoint a 
member of the Indian Civil Service to the post.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

Sir, there is no intention of appointing a member of the Indian Civil 
Service to the post of Collector of Income Tax, Calcutta.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray continuing said : — 

“ My Lord, I shalLshow it to the Hon’ble Member later on. 
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1 can veiT well understand that the officer henceforth will have to do 
more with the J^uropean mercantile firms than has Intherto heen the case, 
but I think expeuenced and trusted members of the Provincial Executive 
Service will be able to carry on the work efficiently. If, however, for the 
present aud in order to make preliminary arrangements about super-iax etc 
it IB necessary to have a member of the Indian Civil Serviirt^ fill up the 
appointment, I would propose that the iutitial grant of Us. (to for equip- 
ment etc., foi the tii ^ edic Institution be mc't lr()m thi^ priiposi^d grant of 
Rh. 15,000 for a taxi cab stand on the maidan. It is tlu^ duty of the 
Corporation of Calcutta to make provision for such stands and not of tlu^ 
Governinent.” 


The Hoii’ble Dk. Niluatan Saukak said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I confess that ii is witii some amount of nervousness that I 
rise to oppose my Hon’ble friend. Jii considering our rt'lation with tlu^ 
indigenous system of medicine we are confronted with t wo important (iiies- 
tions — (1) whether it is possible to rehabilitate the indigenous systtun of iiunii- 
cine with the truths and ideas of modtu*n sciences and {'J) whether we can 
gradually introduce the truths and theories found in tlu‘ Eastc'rn sciences into 
our curriculum of studies of the medical schools. My Lord, as regards the 
latter, that is, introducing these subjects into our curricula, we havt* to look at 
matters from two points of vic^w, one is primarily historicul and the other is 
primarily scientific. From the historical point of view, all the aecuinulatt‘d 
wisdom of tJie races which has culminated in diffi^rent kinds of art has 
its roots in some instinct, and in tlu^ casi* of tiu* healing art tln^si' in- 
stincts — hygienic, sanitary or medicinal — havt^ th(»ir roots d(H‘p in the 
pre-historic times. This is (‘oninion with many other biological and scx’iologi- 
cal instincts which have their roots in the instincts <.)f t he past . Our ancestors 
did not stop at these instincts ; they advanced to lunpirical recipes based 
upon extensive observatioii and generalisations. These einpirieisms are t he 
(‘inpiricisms of a pre-scitmtific era. ddnui, they further proceedt'd by method i-- 
cal observation to inductions and chissificaiions mixed, of courstn with inevit- 
able errors and superstitions ; and next there came ati (ua of hypotliesis 
and speculation embodied in coinpndiensive sufras^ that is enunciations, each 
of which covers with formal pn^cisioii a vast assemblage of observed facts. 
Thus a stage of provisional scicuice was n^ached. This is all that I can 
claim for the splendid system of therapeutics that was brought into exlsten(^e 
by our ancestors ; hut no more. 1 dispute tlie^ claim of such a Hyntern to 
positive scienc(3, because it is wanting in that pi-eoision of a (juant ital iva 
measurement and that (^xp(*rimental veriKoation hascMl u[)on rpiantitati ve 
measurement w'hicli is tlic t^Hseacj* of all po.sitivf^ Hcionc(\ This is tin^ import- 
ant elemi^nl that is wauling in this systtuu. But the pt^jvisiotial science 
of the Ayurvedie scliool has done ycouuMi’s H(*rvict(> in the past in lielping 
to cultivate the medical and theiMpeutieal resoureem of India in liulian 
climate and under Indian en viroriTinuits ; that is to say, in relation to the 
diseases that prevailed iu India in foimer times. Thus, a systtuii of 
therat>eutic8 was built uj) and it is my hope that this precious heirhx>m of 
ours will not be allowed to be lost under the pressing obseejuious of the 
obstinate scepticism of the Wi'st on tJie one side and the creilulity of the P^iast 
on the other. Hut I believe that in course of time much of the truth that is 
contained in these systems will be incorporated iu the curriculum of our 
students. Ill order to do that a gtKxl deal of preliminary research work will 
have to l>e done to separate a large mass of dr r>sH from the pun* gold that 
i# there. It is matter conviction with me that the luture therapeutics of 
the world is neither the Western therapeutics as is now in use, nor the 
Eastern tlierapeutics as it has existetl here for the last 2,()(KJ years or so, 
but it will be an universal therapeutics which is to come in which the Eastern, 
Western and many more will hav'e their part in contributions. I would, 
therefore, whole-heartedly support my friend for a scientific study of the 
indigenous system o£ medicine, but such a study can Jbe conducted only in the 
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light of faetB of anatomy, modern chemistry, modern physiology’, modem bioiqgy 
and modern pathology, and I may also say of the principles of modern surgery 
and medicine. Therefore, 1 fail to understand what my friend means by 
individual system of medicine ; individuality in any science may mean an 
aloofness which necessarily mean restrictions, which again may be based upon 
bias or prejudice or something worse. It would be undesirable, therefore, 
from my point of view, to have a separate school for teaching Ayurvedic or 
Unani system of medicine even though it was assured that in the study of 
Ayurvedic medicine subjects, such as anatom3% physiology, etc., would be 
introduced. It would be undesirable to leave the conduct of scientific insti- 
tutions to those whose methods could bo made free from bias or prejudice. 
What I object to is this : These institutions will be unable to raise their voice 
against the principle of mediaeval authority. When they plead for indivi- 
duality they take their stand upon that principle of authority and that has 
no place in science. 

I submit that the analogy between pleaders and muktears, Ayurvedic 
and Unani schools does not hold good. This is a proposal for practical 
recognition of a professional school and help means recognition. Before 
extending help to a medical institution. Government has hitherto 
considered several questions ; for instance the preliminary qualifications 
of students, the course of study and the arrangements for teaching and many 
questions that do not arise in connection with a non-professional 
school, will have to be considered before anything can be decided. 
I would cordially support a proposal for a school where Ayurvedic and 
Unani system of medicine might be taught to passed students of medical 
schools. I would also appreciate an attempt to start an Ayurvedic and 
Unani school in connection with the existing system of schools — that is 
a sort of mixed school — but to attempt to build a scientific Ayurvedi school 
apart from a medical school would be doomed to failure so far as I could see. 
If i( is conceded that anatomy, physiology and chemistry are to be taught 
to the students, then why object to Western materia medica, therapeutics, 
biology and pathology, including Western -surgery and Western medicine, and 
if the necessity of these subjects bo admitted then an ordinary medical 
school with a chair or two for the Ajmrvedic therapeutics and some beds in a 
f)art of the hospital, where some patients might be treated according to the 
Ayurvedic system, would serve the purpose : and that would be a mixed 
school and not a pure Ayurvedic school. With these words, My Lord, I 
protest against the resolution that has been moved by my friend, the Hon’ble 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

My Lord, I rise to say a few words not only because 1 wish to give 
my whole-hearted support to my Hon'ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray 
to whom, as I have saic, I was indebted for the idea of moving the previous 
resolution, but also because I wish to take the earliest opportunity of 
repudiating the insinuation contained in the speech of my Hon’ble friend 
Maulvi Abul Kasem that I was induced to move my resolution in a spirit of 
hostility to the Hindu members of the Council. What 1 thought was that 
the time had come when we might well ask Government to divert a portion 
of the Provincial revenues to the practical study and research of the indige^ 
nous systems of medicine. On the merits of the case I do not think I need 
say much, after the elaborate discourse of my Hon’ble friend. It may be 
fairly said that he has exhausted all that could be said in support of the 
resolution. I, therefore, would not take up the time of the Council, but only 
say that T heartily support the resolution. There are no such difficulties in 
the way of Government accepting this resolution as there were in mine. 
Here we have already an institution in working order. In this view of the 
matter I think my friend, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, has^made 
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out a much stronger case than I could claim to have made out regarding the 
Unani system. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha said : — 

“ My Lord, I beg to support the resolution. The object of this Ayurvedic 
institution is to revive and modernise an ancient Indian science, whi(‘h lias 
a following amongst a very large percentage of our countrymen. The 
conductors of the institution have maintained it with the greatest ditticultv 
up to this, and they are now appealing to the Government for assistance to 
enable them to keep the school alive and make it possible for them to attain 
the ideal which they have set before them, of so remodelling the Ayurvivlic 
system of medicine, a system which is best suited to the people of the country 
by its origin and environment, on the basis of modern discoveries and con- 
ceptions, as to render it capable of completely fulfilling the functions which 
are expected of such a science. 

I trust the appeal will not be in vain, and the Governmeni w^ill see its 
way in accepting the resolution. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

“ My Lord, I find that several members are supporting this resolution, 
but I am sorry to say that on this occasion also I find myself in the opposite' 
camp. After an elaborate statement made by my Hon’ble friend. Dr. Nilratan 
Sarkar, I think my friend, the Mover, will be well advise ! to withdraw liis 
resolution. I cannot, of course, Ht>eak woth any authority on this or that system 
of medicine, and although I may ^lave a great admiration for the indigenous 
system, as a tax-payer I object to our money being sp(mt at tin? pn^sent 
moment on objects like this, however noble they may be. For tlie last two 
days w'e have been crying ourselves hoarse on the questions of Police' and the 
partition of Midnapore and Mymensingh, and if the ])artition of Midnapore 
can wait for two or three years, I think this Ayurvedic Mcnlical School imay 
also wait till the end of the war. 1 hope. My Lord, the resolution will not be 
accepted, because at present we can ill afford to direct the Provimual 
revenue towards such purposes. 


The Hon’ble Siu Henry Wheeler said : — 

“Sir, I should bo content to refrain from reply after the admiiMbh? 
speech made by the Hon’ble Dr. Nilratan Sircar, who speaks with profes- 
sional knowledge to which 1 obviously cannot lay claim, but it is neccHsary 
that I should briefly indicate the attitude of Government in this matter. 
It follows from what I have said in reference to the previous resolution 
that we should judge this proposal, primarily, by the criterion whether 
it is likely to improve medical education as now imparted in Bengal, and 
T am bound to say that from such information as we havt? been able to 
obtain, I am doubtful whether that result would ensue. 

In the first place, in theory, as I think Hon’blc Members will allow 
the kabiraji system, that is the traditional kabiraji systein, is one which 
scarcely lends itself to the system of education in schools, colleges and 
hospitals, as we understand it. Under the traditional kabiraji system, 
kabirajes of standing attract around themselves a number of pupils wliom 
they maintain and educate, free of board and lodging, combining medical 
teaching with instruction in Sanskrit and also, as I gather, with moral and 
religious education. At the same time, they impart a knowledge of the 
preparation ijf drugs. I am told that no particular courses of instruction 
are prescribed ; certain text-books are used in association with the teaching 
of the kabiraj, but the system is generally dependent on the teacher’s 
own methods of instruction. There is no particular fi xed period for a 
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ccjmplf^te course of stuJy, but it generally extendfi to 4 or 5 years, after 
which the preceptor gives his own certificate to the pupil, though no special 
tests and no special form of certificate are prescribed. That is, I understand, 
an n t ine of the present system, and, as I say, it scarcely lends itself to 
the machinery of schools and colleges as we know it. 

In the second place, in respect of the kabiraji treatment, there is 
another difficulty, and that is that there is a cleavage of opinion between the 
orthodox and the inore advanced as to wdiat is expedient. The orthodox 
practitioner is af>parently of opinion that a course of combined instruction on 
indigenous and Western lines, wliich to the outside wtjrld would seem bene- 
ficial both for the Ayurve<lic system and the better equipment of the practi- 
tioner, will not prove successful. I quote from a report of a few years ago : — 

‘ 'rhe true Ayurvedic practitioner Hiain tains that any assistance from 
Government in aid of schools of this kind wall not advance Ayurvedic 
practice, and that if Government desires to revive* and encourage tlie system, it 
must b(' on orthcxlox lines. The kabiraj must be trained as a kabiraj pure 
and simple : no advantage would be gained by imparting instruction in 
Western science. Tlie people have more confidence in the true kabiraj who 
practices quietly without ostentation than in the practitioner who has super- 
impo^ed on an education on Western lines a course of instiaiction in 
Ayurvedic medicine.’ 

That, Sir, seems to me to be another particular reason for proceeding 
cautiously. 

In the light of these facts, and if these obstacles do exist, are we well 
advised in diverting from the medical education that we now impart funds 
which can be well applied to it in favour of an untried experiment which 
does present obvious difficulties? In so far as the fundamental elements of 
medicine require a knowledge of the human body and so on, the Ayurvedic 
system is perhaps admittedly defective, and 1 think we are all agreed that 
in these directions instruction is already being given as efficiently as is 
possible. 

As regards the matter of the special drugs which are used by 
Ayu rvedic practitioners and with which Western practitioners are probably 
less acquainted, it was the intention and hope of this Governnient, had it not 
been for the war. to have directed an enquiry, somewhat on the lines which 
the Hon’l)le Dr. Nilratan Sircar suggests, into the value of these drugs, 
with the idea of {)reparing an indigenous pharmacopceia and ascertaining tlie 
true value of these remedies judged in the light of Western science. After 
the war, we hope tlia» intention may be revived, and as I have already 
mentioned in connection with the previous resolution, the Government of 
India are evidently contemplating the possibility of some advance on central 
as opposed to provincial lines. These, therefore, seem to be adequate general 
arguments for not accepting the resolution. 

Doming to the particular case of the institution to which we are now 
asked <o give assistance, it is true that in February last, it submitted 
an application for help, and it gave an account of its activities generally 
on the lines winch the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray has explained 
to the Council to-day. On the other hand I am bound to say that an 
enquiry which was recently made by Surgeon-General Robinson does 
not altogether bear out the contention that, whatever their enthusiastic 
ideals may be, they have yet succeeded in entirely realising them. I do not 
wish to read the report on the institution in full, but I may tell the Coi^ncil 
generally that it is not a favourable one. The Surgeon-General was not 
favourably ^impressed with the standard of equipment, building or anything 
else ; and, in fact, he left with a conviction that what was being done was not 
likely to produce a class of students with a qualification superior to that of a 
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compounder or dresser. Therefore, Sir, while we all rtoo^^nise the keen 
#nthu8ia^«i of thn gentleman who is in charge, lie has gQi lo do a great deal 
before iiis amlMtions can be fully realised. The aciual ligures of Rs. 9,CKK) 
recurring and Ite. 9,000 non-recurring which we are aske I to give are equally 
rather unintelligible ; from the available statements of the t^xpenses of the 
institution it appears that their monthly expenses are Rs. 4f>(), and a 
recurring grant of Rs. 9,000 would therefore practically fiinan(‘e the whole 
institution, which certainly in a matter of this kind would Ik* unusual, while 
we are not told to wJiat the non-recurring grant is to be devoted or to what 
extent it is to be supplemented from other sources. Roth on gemral 
and particular ground^, therefore, 1 regret that 1 cannot recommend the 
acceptance of this resolution, but the report to which I have riTerr(*d was 
received while the Budget was under prt‘pa ration and 1 liavt* not had 
time to consider it fully, much less to )»ut it up to my Hoirhle colleagues. 
I liope ro be .able to liave an opportunity of jiersonally visiting the sc1uk)1 
myself, and I shall certainly Ik* glad to do so, l>ut in order to avoid a false 
impression, I should add that I doubt whether the results are likely to lx* such 
as the authorities of the school desirt*. 

So much, Sir, for the resolution itst^lf. I would now r(‘f(M* to the sourct* 
from which it is suggest ed that t he expenditure should be found, t‘specially 
since, when the Hon’ble Mover was speaking, 1 sai 1 that it was not our 
intention to appoint a member of the Indian (hvil Service io the post of (’ollec- 
tor of Income Tax. Calcutta. I now Hnd that our own papf*rs hav(* misJ(Ml the 
Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath R«ay. Mr. Donald has just drawn my atttmtion 
to the schedule annexed to the Revis(»d Finaiunal Statement where (Mir 
office, on its own motion, lias noted that we meant to appoint a mtunber 
of the Indian Civil Service to that post. The office was (*ntirely misled ; 
there is no proposal of this kiml. 1 do not r(‘gard a m(Mnber of t he Indian 
Civil S(u*vice as suitable for that post and have no intention of nKHiinniending 
such a selection. 1 apologise to tbi* Hon’ble Member for having led hiiik 
astray. Our Budget is prepared amid great pressure of work, and our office 
has made a mistake.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Chahan Paj. Bahaduh said : — 

‘ My Lord, I rise to support the resolution moved hy my friend, the 
Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. It is admitted rjn all hands that th(* 
institution is not in a proper financial condition. It is only institution of 
its kind, and it has not met with that encouragenumt which it deserves. Of 
course it cannot get any support from the other hranclies of the profession 
generally speaking. But if the (Tovernrrn^nt comers to its help and JoikIs it 
some sort of financial support, I am sure that it will develoj) into a very use- 
ful institution. In reading the observations of some of the most distinguishc cl 
members of our community, I find that Sir Ashutosh Mukberji?e says : ‘A 
study of the indigenous sy.stein of m<‘dicine which has siujcessfully main- 
tained its ground against formidable rivals, will convince any impartial 
Critic that its basis was scientific and not empirical ; wf* cannot consequently 
afford to ignore a system wdiich emluxlieH the rf^sults of the observation and 
experience of the acutest intellects of India forages. The right course to 
follow is, not to treat it as a dead system incapalile of lurf lu^r devclopnitmt 
blit to foster its growth as a progressive scitmcf*.’ I understand that this 
institution also teaches surgery and materia inediea. 1 also iin<lerHtand, in 
fact I have seen, that it has an outdoor dispensary attached to it and there are 
also arrangements for hospital treatment. My Lord, the resolution asks for a 
certain sum of money which is not much, but, whatever it may be even a small 
help from the Governinent will be very useful. The money will be well spent, 
and I can assure Your Excellency that this act of generosity on the part 
of the Government will be very much appreciated by the Indian ^community. 
I yet hope that the Government will find the money asked for to foster t he 
growth of this institution.” 
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The Hoirble Babu Subendba Nath Ray said : — 

'' I should like to say first a few words about the financial state of the 
institution. We are told that the monthly expense comes up to Rs. 450. 
That is so. But that does not include the pay of the professors who are 
attached to the institution. They are all honorary professors and they are 
serving without any remuneration, but they will have to be paid afterwards, 
and il their pay is taken into consideration it will come up to six or seven 
thousand rupees. The institution moreover is located in a very ordinary 
house and it will be necessary to have a good house for it in a better locality. 
All this wdll require money and if the managers of this institution get some 
help from Government, they can have the institution removed to a better 
house, and they will be able to employ qualified doctors to teach anatomy, 
physiology, botany, etc. I think there are at present two professors who 
teach physical science and botany. One of them, I know, was the Principal 
of the Doulatpore Academy and he was for some time a Professor in the 
Ripon Gollege, and there is also a Professor of one of the Indian Colleges who 
teaches botany. They will all have to be paid if proper work is to be 
expected from them. It is for this reason that I ask Government to make a 
grant of Rs. 750 a month to this institution. Of course the managers of this 
institution have provided it with some of the necessaries, but if they get 
some more money from Government they will be able to place this institution 
in a much better footing. That is the reason why I am asking Your Excel- 
lency’s Government to make a provision of Rs. 9,000 in aid of this institution. 
The object of the institution is to train kavirajes and make them efficient 
by giving them a scientific training. The modern allopathic system is 
borrowing largely from the Ayurvedic system of medicine, Jind if Your Excel- 
lency’s Government patronizes this institution, it will be patronizing a very 
useful inst itution and also a very useful system of medical science. With 
reference to the * difference of opinion that there is already between the two 
systiuns of allopathy and kaviraji — Surgeon-General Edwards remarked 
that that was also the case in England between the two different 8ch(X)ls of 
medicine and surgery. He remarked in the visitors’ book : 

' There are, I understand, tw^o schools of Ayurvedic medicine. The 
'Strictly orthcxiox one will have nothing to do with Western teaching and 
Western drugs, and train their students to treat f)atient8 without any 
preliminary education in anatomy, physiology, chemistry and bactereology, 
such as is given in Western schools. 

’I'his is much what was the state of affairs in England many years ago. 
In those days a pupil was apprenticed and learned diagnosis and t reatment 
by watching his master, and by rule of thumb without understanding the 
why and wherefore.' 

The intention of the managers is to teach the Ayurvedic system of medi- 
cine based on Western lines. The students will first be taught anatomy and 
physiology and then they will be taught materia medica and therapeutics. 
My Lord, I do not know what the opinion of the present Surgeon -General is, 
but here is an opinion of a distinguished member of the Indian Medical 
Service commanding a very extensive practice in Calcutta. This is what 
Colonel Brown says about the institution : 

‘ I was greatly interested in all I saw, there being indications on all sides 
of a serious and earnest endeavour to impart to the students the principles 
both of Ayurvedic and Western medicine. This I consider a step in the 
right direction ; for, though many speak slightly of the empirical nature of 
th(» former, there is not the least doubt that we have much to learn from it. 
There are a great many indigenous drugs which are of extreme utility, but 
are little known to the students of Western medicine, as they are not taught 
in the various medical schools ; these are being largely employed here, and 
among the many interesting and useful collections I saw, was one of growing 
plants, most uf which were familiar to me as useful medicinally, and each one 
was labelled with the vernacular as well as the botanical name. 
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The anatomical room wa8 well supplied with models and drawingfs. 
the materia medica room with a large and very varied eulleetion of drugs, 
organic and inorganic, and there was also a fair collection of surgical 
instruments. 

The staff is excellently strong, and as all the meinhers are iinhued with 
a love of their work and a strong determination to overcoin ' all obstack^s, the 
success of the institution is assured. 

I am in absolute sympathy with this College, for it incests a distinci 
want. The materia medica of the drugs indigenous to Bengal has been 
surprisingly neglected of late, though workers in the past, th(‘ last of whom 
was Dymock, of revered memory, did a great deal in that direction. 

The modern kaviraj, with his wealth of empirical knowledge, iinprovinl 
by being taught anatomy and physiology, medicine and surgery, will be 
amply equipped to practise the science and art of the profession ; and I wish 
the infant institution every success, while heartily conirratulating Kaviraj 
Jaminibhushan and his keen and intelligent associates on the success they 
have already attained.’ 

From all this Your Lordship will see that this institution has been appre- 
ciated by men like Surgeon-General Edwards and Col. Brown and als(> by 
a host of other medical men whose names I need not mention here. In these 
circumstances I hope Your Excellency’s Government will make some 
contribution to this very useful institution.” 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS-^ITEMI No. XLV. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur mov(‘d the 
following Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that — 

(a) a sum of Rs. 5,000 be set apart as a contribution towards th(‘^ 
Building Fund of the Mahakali Pathsala, ( ’alcutta ; and 

{li) the said sura be taken out of the grant of Rs. 23,29,000 set a})art an 
‘‘ Grants-in-aid ” under ** 22 — Education.” 


He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, the resolution I beg to move has a special interest for us, 
Hindus of the IVovince. The Mahakali Pathsala is the only institution of the 
kind. Its utility cannot be gainsaid and has been admitted by those who 
have taken care to study the system followed in it. We want a special 
system of education suited to the requirements for our girls whosr destiny 
is the home and not the market place to compete with men in prf)fesHiorjH 
and trades. 

My Lord, I was exceedingly delighted to go through Your h^xcellency’s 
valuable address delivered at the last University Convocation, spcjoially 
the portion to our students of philosophy encouraging them to study Hindu 
philosophy, logic, etc. 

Successive Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal, the Hon ble the Chief 
Justice and other Judges of the High Court, Calcutta, H. E. Lady Ourzon, 
Lady Fraser, H. E. Countess of Min to, the Maharaja Bahadur of Darbhanga 
and the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan, etc., etc., all presided 
at the distribution of prizes to the girls of the Mahakali Pathsala and th^y 
were all pleased with the institution. 
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I am glad to learn that provision has been made in the Budget for 
Kh. 75,0()0 l)y Your Excellency's Council, in connection with the improve- 
ments of builciinfirs ot the Vidyamoyee Girls' School, Mymensingh. I propose 
that a modest sum of Hs. 5,000 bo given out of the ‘ Grants- in-aid ' of 
Rs. 2:1,29,000 to the Mahakali Pathsala (Calcutta) for girls only towards its 
building fund, for which a sum of Rs. 10,000 has already been collected from 
the patrons and other w<dl-wisher8 of this institution, including the Hon'ble 
Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Bunlwan. 

My Lord, with these remarks, I beg to move the rescJiuion and I hope 
and trust that it will be accepted by your Excellency’s Council." 

The Hon’ble Mu. Wokdswoktii said : — 

“ My Lord, with a slight variation of figure this resolution is a repetition 
of what was moved last year, and on Ixdialf of the Government, I can reply 
only with a rep(‘tition of what the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell then stated. This 
school is well acquainted with th(^ ordinary channel through which Govern- 
ment assistanct^ can be obtaimnl. 1 find that in 1916 an application was. 
made for Governimuit aHsistanC(‘. I’his application was not accepted, because 
the condition of the school was found to be below that standard of efficiency 
which would justify th(‘ use of Government funds. Subsequently, a resolu- 
tion was move<l in Council last year, and th(‘ Hon’ble Mr. Hornell then 
assured t he Hon’ble Mover that if any special appeal were made to him as 
Director of Public Instruction, it would rt^ceivt^ his sympathetic consideration, 
^riie case rests tlun*e. The school authorities have not responded to this 
assurance. They have not approached the educational authorities, or in any 
way invited their assistance, and I would ask the Hon’ble Member, with all 
the discri'tion and courtesy at my command, to reflect on the position in 
which the Director of Public Instruction would be placed if, before the spend- 
ing yt^ar comiiKmced, he had his discretion fettcu’ed by a promise or cmnmit- 
ment entered into on belialf of a school of which he Knows nothing except 
that about 18 months ago it was found unfit for the receipt of Government 
assistance. 1 wi uld suggest to the Hon’ble Movtn* that it is undesirable, 
when ordinary channels exist through which such matters can be dealt with, 
that recourse should be had to extraordinary channels. J think he may 
C(>nfidontly leavi^ tlu' matter to the educational authorities who will be 
prepared to consider on its merits any application which may be made by the 
school authorities. If the Hon’ble Member fears that the special associations 
connected with the school — associations which we all respect and many 
revere — will stand in the way of consideration, J can assim* him tliat he is 
under a misappndiension. The Din^ctor of Public Instruction is prepared to 
use, in the case of such schools as these, the discretion which the rules 
permit him to use, and 1 can assure the Hon’bh* Mover that any application 
made on behalf of this school will be considered purely from the point of view 
of its educational efficiency." 

The Hon’hle K.\i Radha Chakan Pal Bahadur said : — 

‘‘My Lord, 1 dt'sire to associate myself with my Hon'ble friend Rai 
Mahendra Ohandra Mitra Bahadur in asking for Government help in connec- 
tion with this institution. But at the same time, after w'hat has fallen from 
the Hon’ble Mr. Wordsworths 1 do not think that need press this 

resolution at present. I happen to know what my countrymen think of this 
institution. It is an institution conducted on ortlnxlox lines. For years 
past this ouestion has been coming before the Council, but without any 
success. A feeling existed* that this institution was looked upon unsym- 
pathetically l)y the educational authorities, but after wliat has fallen from the 
Hon’ble Mr. Wordsworth I ho}>e that when a proper representation is made to 
the Government the claims of this institution will not be ov^erlooked, and a 
suitable grant will he made which will foster female education on strictly 
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orthodox lines. I am sure tliat any assistance iriven to this institiihon will 
be highly appreciated by intnnbers of our coinniunity and by our ladies tOi). 
And on their behalf I appeal to Your Exeelleiiey’s (lovorninent lo leinl a 
helping hand to this institution.’' 

The Hon’ble Rai Maiiendka ('handha Mitka Hahaoi k said : — 

“ My Lord, under the circumstances in which I am ]>iaeed I have im otlo'r 
alternative than to withdraw the resolution. 1 am gla«l liiattlu* Dinciur 
of Public Instruction is willing to consitler the claim of t his instit ution if a 
proper rei)reS(mtation is made to him. All that 1 can say is that t his is a 
very useful institution conducted on orthodox lines. With t lu^se words 1 
beg to withdraw the resolution.” 

The resolution was tlnm, by leave of the Prt'sidmit, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XLVI. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahkndka (hiANDUA Mitka Haiiaduk movt^d tlm 
following Rt^solution : — 

This Council recoiiimends to th<‘ (Tovernor in Council that — 

(a) a suffici(*nt sum be st*t aj)art for the excavation and sanitary 
improvtuuont of tlu^ Saraswati rivau* in I lu^ district ol llooghly ; 
and 

ib) such additional expendituia* be imu. from induction undm* tin* head 
“ Anti-malarial works.” 


Ho said : — 

“My Lord, the Saraswali brandies out from the Iboglily at Trdteni, 
a few mih's abov(^ Hoogidy town, c'lnd enters t-ln* llowi’ah district near 
Jbduhati as a small strt‘am. It then meanders on to tin* south and llous 
past Domjur and Andul r(*joining the llooghly just abovt* Sankrail. Its 
high banks and the ri'inains of largt* boats occasionally dug out iiann its 
bed, show that onc;e it must hav(' been a broader and d(‘(‘j)er str(‘am. 
Relow Tribeni tlie riviu- Saraswati is only 10 or 1 leet wide and a loot 
deep in the liot vveath(‘r, but in the rains its widt li incr(‘asrs to a (juarler 
of a mile and its depth to about 10 leet. It was a dead laver r(‘j)n‘Hente<l 
nu'rely by a c*ham of pools, but wat(‘r was let into it in cf)nn(‘ction with 
t he Eden Canal Sclu*me by a cut from tin* Kana Nadi near ( i opalnagore. 
Though much siltt^l up, its banks aie 10 to 15 l(*et liigh and ,'ir«* still densely 
populated, wliere tliere are several largi* villages, viz., Rialish ( diandernagore. 
Rara (west of SmTim)»(U*e town), Raksa, danai, (dianditala and Kalipore in 
llooghly district. 

My Lord, the river Saraswati shoidd bti excavaltui and (dear(*d of rank 
vegetation liy the Public Works Department, as s(K>n as possible. 1 his is 
absolut(dy necessary. 

With these words I coiainen<l tlie resolution for 1 he acce,j)tarH^e by the 
Council.” 

The Hon’ble Mk. O’Malley said : — 

My Lord, it is somewhat with a shock of surprise, and painful surprise, 
that I see that the Hon’ble Mover proposes to reduce the grant under the Injad 
of anti-malarial works when we know that the works provided under that 
head consist of schemes which it is proposed tr) undc*rtake in the campaign 
against malaria which, as Your Excellency has rccimtl}’ explairred, it is desired 
to initiate. 
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The proposal is that a suflScient sum be set apart tor the excavation and 
sanitary improvement of the Saraswati in the Howrah district. I may point 
out that Government have already provided in the budget for work connected 
with the Saraswati in the district of Hooglily. Now the reason why Govern- 
ment has provided a lakh of rupees for the lower Saraswati and nothing for 
the up|>er Saraswati is that a scheme has already been prepared for the 
former, wliich is intended to solve a definite and troublesome problem of 
drainage, whereas there is no scheme ready for the Ilocghly portion of tlie 
river. The object of the scheme is to provide for tlie drainage of an area of 
52 square miles, including the Janai basin and a portion of the Rajapur 
swamps which suffer froin inadequate drainage. It is desired to utilise 
tlu^ Saraswati for tlie purpose of drainage ; but to enable this to 1)6 
done, the channel must first be improved, for, in its present silted up 
condition, it cannot carry any groat volume of water. It is hoped to 
increase by excavation its discharging capacity ; and the scheme is to a 
large (‘xtent an experiment in scouring. The total cost of the scheme is 
Rs. 1,48,000, which Government proposes to give itself. One lakh only is 
})rovided this year, and the remainder will have to be provided later. I 
irunition this, as it is a scheme wliicdi the people of the district might perhaps 
have taken U|) under tlu^ Sanitary I)rainag(‘ Act ; but Government has come 
forward of its own motion and agnnjd to bear the cost. This is not all. 
This is only tin.* first part of tin* scheiiie. If it is successful, it is proposed to 
sluice tin* Saraswati at its moutli at a cost f)f over another lakh. 

It may be asked why should not Gove rnment at the sairu* time take up 
a similar schenn; for tin* upper Saraswati in the district of Ilooghly. This, 
however, is a very dilbuent ])robleni. The Saraswati has long betm a dead 
river, d'his is not a n‘(;ent deV(dopnH*nt ; even in tlnM.inie of Rennt‘irs 
surv(*y, m^arly 140 yt^ars ago, it had dwindled down to a small str(\am and 
exc;(*})t for a b‘W mih‘s was unnavigabb^ after the rains. The question of its 
improv(nnt‘nl involves the c.onversion of a dead into a living rivc^r. It will be 
litth' us(^ to (‘X(‘-avate it unless it (^an rceeiva* a supply of water from above. 
Tlie difficulty here is that it has not got a gcMnl supply of water at its head. 
Goveiaiment art* advised tliat this river d‘q>«*nds for its supply on tlie 
DaiiKnlar ; and tin*, volume of watt*!* in t in* Damodar is so small in tlu^ hot 
wc\atln*r that thert* is litth^ prospi^ct of any rt‘aching tin* Saraswati. Unless,, 
therefori', the supjily at its lu*ad is increased, I doubt whetln*r, c^ven if tin* bed 
of tin* Saraswati is excavated, there will be any real improvfunent. The 
])robhun which our migineers have to solve is how to make a plentiful supply 
of water availal)b‘ for the Saraswati, as well as other rivers of the Hwglily 
district which art* d(^pendent on the Damodar. And this depends on the 
elaboration of the DanuKlar canat projt‘ct. Till this project inaferi discs. 

I am afraid that no assuranct* can be given that it will be possible to 
improve the Saraswati in the way the Hou’ble Mover desires. In any 
case, t*ven if inoin'y was provided in the budget next year it could not be 
immediately disbursed. That being so, I am afraid that I cannot recommend 
the resolution to tin* Council, specially as it involves diversion of money fronv 
useful anti-malarial works, with whicli it is hoped to make a start, and which 
cannot be delay(*d without postponing or curtailing the anti-malarial cam- 
paign whic*h Government desire to institute.” 


The Hpn’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, in view of the explanation which has been given to me by 
the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley as reganls the practicability of the scheme, I do not 
think that I shall be justified in pressing this resolution. I ask Your 
Lordship’s permission to withdraw it.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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^ APPENDIX TO THE UST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No XLVIl. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahkndua Chandra Mitra Haiiadth moved the 
following Resolution : — 

This Council recouimends to the Governor in (Council that — 

(a) provisions he made for dredging the Uhagiratlii near tlie town of 
Nabadwip in the district of Nadia ; and 

(i) that ('xpenditure be met out of the sum of Ks. ])rovided 

under iiead ‘‘ Irrigation — Minor Works and Navigation ” lor 
dredging the Bhag«rathi entrance. 


He said : — 

‘*My Lord, I understand that if I substitute the words 'at t lie entrance 
from the Ganges* for the words ‘near the town of Nabadwip in the district 
of Na^lia,* nr^ resolution will be accepted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Cowley said : — 

" My Lord, T am j)repared, on btdialf of GovcM-ntnent, to as.surtWhe 
Hon’ble Mover that the provision for <ln*dging tli(‘ Idiagirathi riv('r at tht' 
entrance from tln^ Gang(‘S will be utilised to the ht^st advantagt* for provid- 
ing an incn^ased How of water in tln^ river and that its drtMlging sliall not 
necessarily be carrii‘d out at the entrance, but wh(u*ev(‘r (‘Xjxo-ts may adv ise 
as likely to give the l)est nLsults.” 

The Hon’ble Kai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Hahadur said : — 

” My Lord, I accept the Hon’ble Member’s assuranci^ and beg to with- 
draw til is resolution.” 

The rosoluti(ai was tlnm, by h^ave of the President, withdrawn. 


APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XLVIll. 

T1h 3 Hon’ble Haiui Kishori Mohan CuAtTminRi moviMi the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in (Joumnl tliat — 

(a) a sum of Rs. 1,00.000 be providi'd for additi<ajal liosl.t‘1 ai eommo- 
dation in the Rajshahi College ; and 

{h) this sum 1)0 met by postponing some itetn under head 15 — (hvil 

Works in charge of tlie l^ublic Works Department.” 


He said : — 

My Lord, in this resolution I have askeiJ for the provision of a lakh in 
the Budget for ad<litional hostel acc^omrnodation in tln^ Kajsliahi thillege. A 
scheme for a Hindu hostel for accommodating 250 studmits at a cost of 
Rs. 1.95,000 was sanctioned in 1915. and this a Iministiati ve sanction wus 
communicated by the Director f>f Public Instruction tr) tlu' ( ’oUegi; authorities, 
but no progress has been made up to this time for this much needt^d improvo^- 
ment of the College. T heard in reply to the demand of several other build- 
ing grants that no provision could be made for want of necessary information 
on those questions, but here is a ca.se in which all the nectissary informations 
are before Government upon which administrative sanction was accorded ; 
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blit it in very strange that nothing could be done during these three years. 
Last year also I moved for a similar grant, and though money could be 
provided for the several building accommodations in Calcutta, nothing could 
be spared for this inofussil colleg€\ Out of a provision ot 98 lakhs for educa- 
tion this year over 15 lakhs cannot be spent, and we are not aware of any 
special reason why this should be so. There is no explanation even why we 
ar(^ not in a position to speml fully th(‘ sum received from the Imperial 
Government. The Hon’ble Mr. Wordsworth was speaking of the higli 
prices of materials for building, but in this case a lakh can very well 
be spent for tlie manufacture of bricks and collection of some of 
the other ^^materials easily available. If start had been given earlier 
the whole thing could have been completed without much pressure 
upon the Provincial revenue. 1 may be permitted to refer to a vi^ry 
curious iruddent in this connection. The Raja Bahadur of Dighapatiya and 
his second brother off(*red a sum of Rs. SO.OOO for the construction of a 
Hindu hostel for the Rajshani College to be named after tlieir late lamen- 
ted illustrious father Raja Pramatha Nath Ray Ihihadur, and a sum of 
Rs. 18, ()()(), I believe, was actually made over to the Principal through the 
Rajshahi Association. Tlu^ oflTer, however, could not be accepted and the 
money was returned with a suggestion that it could bf^ paid to the Govern- 
ment as (U)ntributicn. The sugg(‘Stion could not be accepted by the Raja 
Bahadur, as a s(‘parate building had to namtHl as stated al)ove. So another 
ofTt'r was made for the construction of another two-storied l)uilding for 
(dass accommodation which was also urgently required. The building would 
(;ost about Us. GO, ()()(), ami the oiler was for the construction of the building 
under privati' management uiuhu* th(‘ supiu’vision and guidance of thi^ Pul)lic 
W orks Departnumt. There was a proj)Osal, how^ever, of opening B.L. and 
M.A. edasses in sonH‘ of tin' subjects ior tlu^ development of tin* (doll(‘ge. 
The Governing Body a(^cej)t(Ml the olhu* ami urged Govtuainumt to samdion 
it. Pending the dixdsion of Gov(U*nm(mt as regards that p>*oposal thc^ build- 
ing work could hav(‘ been undertaken and finished by this time. But it 
did not meed, wdili < lu* apjiroval of tlu' Government. This is th(‘ official way 
ol sympathising wdth the popular dmnand. Thos(‘ wdio come to Calcutta 
ar(‘ in a position t-o meid tln^ expensi*s and suitabh* hired housi^s ar(‘ also 
available here. But mufassil colIeg(‘S (*oneern tin* poorer sections. Thme 
is iK'e(I for liosttd a(H*ommodation, both foi* Hindus and Mussalmans in 
Rajshahi, and I, therefore, ask for a lakh as the first instalment without any 
restriction. Tin* work may be taken uj) and linislKxJ m tw'o or three ycxirs. 

I hoj)e tliere is a strong case in favour of my resolution and Government 
will s(H' t lu'ir way to ae(*t‘pl it.” 


The Hon'ble. Mk. O’Mallky said : — 

“ My Lord, 1 fully appreeiatt* the desire of tla^ Hon’ble Movm* to sim^ more 
hostids l)uilt for the Rajshahi Collegt*. 1 mysidf was the President of the 
(JovCrning Body of the Rajshahi College, and I may say that this is a ))roject 
in which 1 myself am interested a nil Ikave long wished to s(‘e mati‘rialize. 
I recognise. howH'v(‘r, that its time has not come yt*t and that we must wait ; 
and 1 can only hope that tin* Hon’ble Mover may b(* led to the same (conclu- 
sion. 1 do not prop(>se. my lord, to follow the Hon’ble Member into the 
(piestion of starting M. A. classes, as that is an tuitirely different niatt(*r. 
The Hon’ble Member has mentioned the munificent ofiVr c)f Raja Piamada 
Nath Roy of Higapatia and his brothers, but the idea of Government was 
that their money could not be utilized for those classes as it was intended 
for another purpi^se. 

As long ago as September 1915, administrative sanction was given to- 
the construction (»f a Hindu hostel for 250 boys at a cost of nearly two lakhs 
(excluding the cost of the land). Land was acquired, but it was not 
possible to allot the funds required for the building owung to the embargo oi> 
non-i-ecurring expenditure from Imperial non-recurring grants. Detailed 
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entiinates were not prepared; and like 8o many ot her laudable oh jeotn i his 
scheme haft since had to give way to the financial sirt^ss caused by the war. 

Tlie Hon’ble Member has mentioned the ease of hostels in l^aleutta 
and has argued why should not Government develop its own t\)llt*gt‘ winm it 
has given large sums for the construction of underirraduate hostel in 
Calcutta. The scheme of Calcutta hostels has, however, been financed from 
a special grant of 10 lakhs given by the Government of India. whi(*li has Ix'tm 
supplemented by a grant made* by the Bengal Govt'rnnu'nt . I think it 
requin^s no ai'guinent of mine to prove the fact, which must be familiar to the 
Members of (Jouneil, tljat the probh‘m of students’ accomm<Hlat ion in Calcutta, 
with an influx of many tliousaml students evt'ry yt*ar, who havi* to live m a 
crowded city, is far more acute than in a country town like Rampore Boalia. 

Another reason for not proceeding witli the scheme was tin* repoit of 
the Presidency College- Enquiry (hunmittee, which (]uesti(med the policy (»f 
large hostels. This has forced the Education l)e})artinent to rt‘eonsidt‘r 
ptmding sc*li(*mes for largt* hostels, and rlu* })rt*vailing opini()n among Princi- 
pals ()1 Go\ (‘raiment Coll(*ges favours hostels of not mort‘ than oO ia*sidents. 
This view, i 1* acceptc^d , will me/in tin" n?consid(*i ation of tin* Rajshahi Si lu'rne 
among othc'rs. It is a (juestion of g(‘n<*ral importance, afl\‘(;ting otloM* colleg(*s 
l>eftides Rajshalii, on which the ]>jr(‘ct ()r of Public Instruct iv>n has ree(‘nily 
addressed Government. 

There art* ;dso proposals for a Muhammadan liostt*! which are only in a 
pi'eliminary stage. Quite rt‘(*(‘ntly, tlu' Director of Publit* Instruction call(‘d 
on tilt* Principal to submit jilans and estimatt*s for the tauistruct ion of a 
liostt*! for r>0 boarders to cost about Rs. 

l)t‘tailed (estimates art* ready f(>r nt*ithtu* scIk'Iiu^ d'ht* ipiestion of 
large, as compared with small, host(*ls has to lx* settl(‘d. ( x)nst‘(jUently 
(*V(‘n if niont*y wma; made availablt*, Wi* aia* not, in a position to ust* it imme- 
diately. Tt would bt* scaretdy possibh*, thert‘for(‘. l-o acce])t t he jiroposal that 
the sum of one lakh should be mot from tin* head of ‘ (divil Works in (diarge 
of t ht‘ Ihiblic Works D(*j)artnient. This would involve tin* iiostpomuneiit of one 
or more ntov major works, which tin* Financio Cominitt(*-e considered to ha\'<* 
a jiritir claim on the amount availablt*. in favour t>f a sch(‘m(‘ which is not yet 
mature. 1 can only assure tin* llon’bh* M(unb(*r that Gov(‘rnm(*nt will tak(* 
up tht* hostf'l stdienn^ as soon as it can. It is ni(*r(*ly post,f)oned and not 
abandoned.” 

Tht* Htin’blt^ Bahu Kishoki Mohan Cii ai;ohi:iv*i said : — 

“ My Lord, aft<M' what has fallen from tin* Ilon’bh^ Mr. 0’Mall(*y. 1 do 
not want tt) firess foi’ tht* immediat(* acceptance of this resolution. I am 
very glad that the question is still under the consideration of Go\*erMm(*nt. 
My objetd is that tlie claims of mufass.al stud(*nts. especi.ally tliosi* of tlie 
poor(*r (dass who cannot afford t<» coim* and n^sidi* in ( kilculta for their 
f'ducation, may not be ov(*rlook(*d by Government. The casi* for (*stablish- 
ing hostels for ('alcutta students may be (J<*Iay(‘d for a y(‘ar or two without 
much harm, and 1 submit that the claims of mufassal students should lx* 
giv(*n pia*le7'ence. As the matter is und(*r tin* consideration of Govornment . 
cand as something is going to be done, 1 ncaxl not press for the immedhite 
accef)tanee of my resolution. 

As regards the Raja of I)igliaf)atiya’s ofler, I think the H(x*ond ofl[‘(*r ought 
to have b(*on accepted, bc^cause the second offer was a higluir one. It, was 
also f(jr tin* benefit of the Colh^ge and in tlie int(*reKt of the students. 
However, it is for the Government to considf*r the matter. My objcMff was 
to bring to tin* notice of the Government tlie necessity for additional hofttel 
accommodation in the Rajshahi (’ollege/ 

The resolution was then, hy leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. XLIX. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali moved the following Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council — 

(tt) that provision be made in the Budget for excavation of Chaktai 
khal at Chittagong at a cost of Us. 10,000 ; and 

(6) that the said sum bo taken out of Rs. 75,000 provided for the 
Howrah Police Hospital. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, when Your Excellency granted your first auspicious visit to 
Cliittagong, the People’s Association, the Islam Association, the Trades 
Association and the Municipal Board composed of Europeans, Eurasians, 
Hindus and Mussalmans, represented to Your Excellency the necessity of 
I lie re-exca val ion of the (diaktai khal which passes by the outskirts of the 
town in the east. Tfie khal passes by the eastern side of the town and 
all the outh'ts or drains that drain the town fall into this khal. The 
khal being siltcMl up, the drainagt^ of the town has become very inefficient 
and the sanitation of th(‘ town has suffered a great deal. 

Malaria and other (^pidemicrs now and then make appearance. Tht> 
j)(^opl(^ from (litjorent parts of the district bring goods to sell in the town. 
The silting up of the khal has caused much inconvenience to thes(^ merchants, 
as they cannot entcn* th(^ khal and unload their gotKis at the business 
C(Uil r(‘S, namely Buxi Hat. Your Exctdlency has i^erhai)s personally seen 
tlu^ pr(\S(*nt state of tin* khal wlnm Your Exoelhujcy waas on the s])ot. On 
account of tln^ siltin.^ up of the khal, the people of th(‘ town and its surround- 
ing ])lae(^s HLitfer from malaria and the busim^ss ol tln^ whoh^ district suffers. 
It is, theiad'ore, the residents of diffmamt denominations had a))))roa(di(‘d 
Your Excrdlency. The Municipality of Chittagong is very j)oor. Its area is 
only 4 square miles. A greater part of it. is full of jungh\s, having no 
habitation. 

The maximum rate of houst*-tax is h^vit^d there, still its incoiiH^ is hardly 
equal to tin* maintcmance of its roads and othm* n(‘C('ssaries. It cannot take 
ut) a scheme for drainage without tin* help of (irovernment. 

Mv Lord, Your Kxcelhmcy’s Covm-iinauit is anxious for the sanitation 
of the Province, as has been inanifesttKl in several speecihes delivered in 
difiereiit (HUit res, and tin' silting of the khal has impeded the progress of trade 
and given way to tin* spread of malaria. My Lord, it will not be out of place 
to point out here that the (Jhittagong Division has got nothing in th(‘ l)udget 
for its sanitation, ('(lucation and irrigatiori. My humble request on that 
ground also, 1 trust, will nuu't with Your Excellency’s (iloyernnnmt’s apj)roval. 
’idle lu‘ad from which I liave said the amount is available will in no way suffer 
if the amount I have asked for is allotted. Jh^causo such a big sum as 
Rs. 75,()(H) will not be sptmt in one year on that head. If Your Excellency’s 
(lovernment consider tliat the sum cannot be spared from that head, it can 
bt' taken from tlu^ head ‘ .\I iscadlaneous.’ 1 have nothing to say heri'. Your 
Excellency was on the spot, d’he excavation of the khal is an urgent 
matttM*. ’Idle people of Your Excellency’s (Jovernment being far away from 
Your Exoelltmcy’s capital are crying for Indp for the safety of their life and 
t rade. It will i>e all fair if Your Excellency grants a listening ear to their 
iK'od. With these words, my Lord, I move my resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Mn. Bkatson Bell said : — 

My Lord, all our expert advisors have assured us that the deterioration 
whi<‘h has temporarily taken place in this khal has had no appreciable effect 
on the sanitation of the town and its suburbs. We are, however, advised — 
and it is patent to every one who, like Your Excellency, has inspected the 
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spot — that the deterioration in the khal has caiistnl considt'rahU' iuoon vt iiimce 
to the merchants who carry on their business in the Huxi Hat. Tin* deterio- 
ration of the khal is mainly duo to two circumstaiuit^s : first, to tin* r(M*mati()n 
of a char in the main stream of tlie Karnafuli ; and, secondhj, to the acti(»n of 
the merchants themselves, in allowing logs, rafts and otlu'r ol>st ruei ions to 
remain in tlie khal. As regards the char, the Port Commissioners are eonsi- 
ilering this problem along with gtmeral j)roblem of the Karnafuli riV(‘r, 
Certain training works are proposed, and it is hoptul that sooner or lat.«‘r tin' 
char will disappear. This is a very large and very dithcult (juestiiai ; but in 
the meantime, as a small measur(‘, wt‘ are pn*pared to considtu* ilu^ khal l)y 
itself. While wt^ are satisfied that the sanitaiy asj)e(‘l of t lu* (jUesi ion is 
negligible, we admit that the merchants an^ sufhn-ing a gcxnl (h^al of iiu'onvt'- 
nience. But the merchants are, after all, a comparatively small bo ly, and it 
would be hardly fair to ask general tax-payers to pay money for their briieiit. 
As I have already shown, the merchants arc^ tlnunselvos gn'ativ res;ponsibh‘ 
for the bad state of th(‘ khal. We hav(> decided to atlopt a small meastur of 
local self-government ; in oIIkm* wor^ls, it is our int<‘ntion to notify t he poition 
of the khal from the Buxi Hat down to tln‘ main riv(‘r as a * na\'igai»h' 
channel’ under the Canals Act, and to authoris<‘ a repia‘sentat i ve holy of 
the merchants concenn'd to takt* their own sti'ps, in consult ati(M. with an 
(expert ‘supervisor,’ to kt‘(*p the khal (dear from obst-iuci ion and to imfn-o\’(^ 
it at their own (jost in such a way as tln^y t hink h(‘st. 1 hope tln' llon’bh' 
Khan 8ahib will sei^ that t his proj)osal is a pra<*tical proj)os:il ; and 1 would 
ask him to givi* it a fair tiial, and not to |)re8s his motion.” 

Idle Hon’l)le Khan Sahiii Aman Alj said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, t In^ Municipal address was pri^soiil tMl t-o ^^)nr Kxccdlency 
through the Civil 8iirg(‘on who is also an rx (AHri(t member of that hody. 
H(‘ is ofgjpinion that the sanitation of tln^ t.own is a gr(‘at <U»al all«*rt«Ml by 
tliis khal. All that 1 ask for is t he sympathy of Your Kxcellem^y s Com i ii- 
trient towards a far away ami distant place as Chit taL'‘ong. With tln'se 
remarks, I ask ^hnir Lonlship’s p<*rmission to withdi-aw this rt‘S(dut ion.” 

The ri'solution was tlnm, by lt‘avt‘ of the lh*esident, withdrawn. 

ddie ( /ouncil was then adjourned to 11 a.m., on d Jiursday, thi* l?Hth March. 
1918, at Government House, Calcutta. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 

>SVr//. in the (rovt, of Bengal and 
Seoj, to the Bnnjal Legislative ( JouneiL [Offg.). 


Calcutta, 

The 11th April,, 191t>. 
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Abstract oj the Proceedings of the Bejigal Legislathw Council \xs.^embled 
under the provisions of the Oovernnimt of India Jcf, 19 15. 


The Council met in the Council Clianiber at GovernnuMit House, 
Calcutta, on Thurstiav, the 28tb March, 1918, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 


His Excelhnicy the Ri^ht Hon’hle Lawkenc k tIoiiN Lumlk^ l>rM>A>, Hake 
OF Ronaldhhay, O.C.I.E., Ciivemor of the Presiflenrg of Fort 
' « William in Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, t .s.i 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. D. Heatson Hell, c.i.e. 

The Hon’blo Sir Satyendra Pkasanna Sinha, kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, k.(l 

The Hon’ble Mr. C, J. Stevknson-Moore, c.v.o. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.s. i., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, (m.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. vS. S. O’Malley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’ble Lt. -Colonel W. J. Buchanan, cm.e., lm.s. 


The Hon’ble Mr. C. H, Bomrah. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 
The Hon’ble Mu. C. F. Payne. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. H. H. Panton. 


The Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahadur, i.s.o. 


The Hon’ble Ihtisham-ijl“Mi lk Rais-ud-Dadla AMiK-rL-^)MRAH Nawab 
Sir Ahif Qadr Saiyid Wash ’Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur Maha' 
BAT »Tang, K.C.H.I., K.c’.v.o., Nfiwab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k. c.i.e. 
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[28th March. 


The Hon’ble Dr. Kilratan Sahkar. ^ ^ 

'riiv IJon lJf* Mr. J. Ma('KENzik. 

'J'he Hon’hle Mu. W. H. H. Ardkn-Wood, (.i.e. 

Tlie Ilon’hle Mii. Amim u Kahman. 

'J'hc Raja Hrisiiike>h Laha. c.j.e. 

The Hon’i»le Ret. Di:. (T Howells. 
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By the Hon'ble Babc Si rendra Nath Rw : — 

* 1 . 

(a) In view of the reply given to starred question \o. 14 asked at Tiu* 

the meeting of the Council of the IDth Fehruary last, will the (lo\ tMiinuMit he 
pleased to state on wliat expert advice tlaw decidi'd on the iicct‘>sit\ of 
creating a new building for the Bengal Secretariat Press i 

(b) If no ex[)ert ndvK^e was taken, besides the advice of the Suptuiii 
tendent, will the Govenunent l>e pleased to state why no such ad\ iiv was 
taken ? 

(r) Will the Government lx‘ pleased to state whether the report of tlu' 
Press Committee has now been received, and, if so, wlum it was i*tH*ei\tal ^ 

(d) If the leport has lx en :Tcei\(Hl, will the Go^ern^lent le phrased t'> 
lay it on the tal)le ^ 


Answer by th(' Horrble Mr. Donald : — 

(o) A c‘ommittee wliich was appointed in PK)9 to consi<ler gemoallv 
the question of the existing arrangenuuits for the printing of Go\t‘rnment 
work in Bengal expresscal the opinion that tla* Secr(‘tariat Pt't^ss should lx* 
removed from Writers' Buildings. I'inancial conditions ?(U)d(‘r(Ml it im 
])ossiblc tlitm to give immediatt^ cfl'ec’t to the recommendation, and lattu* wla*n 
])roposals n‘gai‘ding suitable sit^s wore InMUg discussed tli(‘ (pn'stion was 
affected by the d(q)arture of the ( Jovertinuuit of India fr(an ('alcutta to ])(dhi. 

It was lioped tlxTi to .secure one of tin' buildings c\acua ted by the ( Jo\ (‘I’liTjuml 
r»f India, but this has not be<‘n found possibh*. 

(b) The question docs not ari.se. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) Government arc not pr*epared to lay the report on tlic tabl(‘ " 

By thr Hoi''i;l(‘ TUur Surekdra Xatu Ray: — 

With lefcrenct^ to the answer given to starrt'd rpu*stion No 17 at the ntup.-oioii oi 
mec'ting of the Council on the PHh February, P.H8 — ,!>ul mIV 

(/) will the Government Ih‘ ])leased to statt* how man\ time.> the 
CV)ntroller of l^rinting has inspecUal the Bengal ScHi'ctaiiat 
Press ilui ing the past five years ? 

(//) did the ('ontioller ])ass, in his advis<»r\ capacity, all thc^ indemt^ for 
machimuy, both printing and type-casting, hitherto made by 
the Superintendent? 

(///') will the Government 1 k‘ pleased to lay on the table the opinion 
of tht' Controller as U) whether, and, if so, to what extent the 
introduction of (1) ])rinting and (2) tyf)e-cast ing machjiK*'^ has 
resulted in cM^mbining efficiency with economy '' 

{/r, is the ( ontioilcr (»f o])inion that v\ork in the Piess has im rea.scMl, 
requiring more machinery and larger accommodatir)n ? 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donald : — 

(f) The C'ontroller has inspected the I^ress in all its departments twice 
<iuring the past five years. On other occasions he visited certain branches 
in connection with special questions. 

(ii) No, not in all cases. 
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{Hi) Th^ Controller has expressed his inability to answer this question, 
since ijlthough printing machines result in both economy and efficiency in 
several classes of work, and type-castipg machines are necessary for the manu- 
facture of type, a very detailed scrutiny of the work performed by the 
machines over a prolonged period would be necessary to determine the extent 
of the gain in efficiency and economy. 

{iv) The Controller is of opinion that larger and more suitable accom- 
modation is required for the Press. No proposals for additional machinery 
have been submitted, and the Controller's o])inion has not therefore been 
obtained. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray ; — 

*8. 

Aie the (iovernment considering tlie desirability of reserving one of the 
|)osts of I)(‘piity Sii[)erintendent for an Indian einjiloyee of the Press ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ Should a vacancy arise* an endeavour will be made to fill it by the 
[K‘st (andidaU‘ available without restrictions of race or any other kind." 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

(7V/C Anstcers io uhtcJi fcerc I did <ni thr tahlr.) 

By the Rou ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

I. 

Will the Government be pleased to state the amount of money sane- 
tioned this year by each of the District and Local Boards of the Burdwan 
and Presidency Divisions for the excavation of tanks specially reserved for 
drinking water? 


Answ'tA by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley : — 
A statruu nl* is laid <ai thr tabh*. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

11 . 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the number of jiassengers who travelled to and from Nabadwip Station on 
tlie K, 1. Railway and also the sale-proceeds of tickets Kild year l>y year, 
since the opening of this station, up to February, 1918 ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley 

“ A statementt laid on the table." 


Vule Appeudix A. — f Vide Appeudix B. 
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By the Hon bio Babu Surendra Nath Ray : — 

III. 

(a) With reference to the answer given to staired question No. U> ask eel 
at the meeting of the Council held on the 19th February last, will tlie CJov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether the insanitary condition statt‘d in the 
answer refers to the condition of (1) Writers’ Buildings or {J) the Press at 
Sealdah ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any complaint was 
made heiore al>out the insanitary condition of the Press portion of \\ iitcis' 
Buildings or of the Eastern Bengal Railway Office Buildings before the main 
Press w as located there ? 

ic) Will the Government l»e pleased to state whethei* any export advice 
was obtained about the nature of these insanitary conditions, aiid on ihc 
question as to whether such conditions could not otherwise hv icmcdicd or 
palliated ? 

(d) If so, will the Government Ix' pleased to place th(' report uj)on tJie 
table { 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

' (a) The reference was to the portion of Writers' Buildings occupied 
by the Press. 

{b) No. The insanitary conditions are largcdy the [)rodu(‘t of ovtu- 
crowding following on the expansion of the woi^. 

(r) Yes. The Surgixon- General and the Chief lns])ector (>f Factories 
have both reported adversely on the sanitary conditions. 

(d) Government are not prepared to lay the rej)orts on the table.” 


By the Hon’ble BahI' St rkndra Nath Kay • — 

IV. 

With reference to the answer given to starred question No. l(i at tin* 
meeting oi the 19th February, 1918, will the Government kx* pleased to 
state fully the training and experience of Mr. Battersby as a f)rinter befon* 
he was appointed Senior Jleputy Superintendent of the Bengai Secretariat 
Press ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donald : — 

‘ Mr. Battersby was with the firm of Messrs. Thomas Harcourt and 
Sons, printers, lithographers and bookbinders, Birmingham, foi seven \ears 
as a|)preDtice and for one year as journeyman. After serving in the army 
throughout the South African war he was in charge of his regimental Press 
in India for four years.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali : — 
V. 


Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is in contemplation 
to extend the privilege of appearing at the final licentiate examination of the 
State Medical Faculty till November, 1918, to the passed students of all 
medical schools in Bengal, including those who could not aoDear at the 
examination held in November, 1916 f ^ 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — . ^ 

‘‘ Pending the receipt of the orders of the Government of India, to whotn 
a reference has been made on the subject, this Government is unable to make 
any f)ron()uncement on the question.” ^ 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali : — 

VI. 

{a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact that 
the j)eoi)le of Malda are suffering from the want of the court of a District or 
Subordinate Judge at the headquarters of the said district ? 

{h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
sttq)s in the matter ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Panton : — 

" (/i) Yes. 

{b) The inattor is under the consideration of Government.” 


By tlie Hon’hle Mr. Altaf Ali : — 

Vll. 

Will th(‘ Government be ]>leased to state wliether it is in contemplation 
to introduce the system of election of members of District Boards by Local 
Boards or village unions in District Boards which do not yet enjoy the 
privilege 'i 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

“ Union committees ha\e no ])ower under the Ibmgal Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act to elect members of District Boards. The Village Self-fiovernment 
Bill, which it is hoped to introduce on the 4th April, IfflK, provides for the 
t‘1ec*tion of members of c-ircle boards by village committees and foi the election 
of members of District Boards by the (urc‘le boards. 

In distri(‘ts where there are no Local Boards all the members of tlie 
District Boards must, under the I..ocal Selfdiovernment Act, be appoinUni by 
(Government. Gonseqiumtly all the members of the District Boards of 
Bogra, Malda and Uhittagong are so'ap])ointed in the two districts named 
first because then' are no sub(^ivi^ions, and hence no Local Boards, and in 
tlu' district last named because there are no Local Boards, though there are 
sui>divisions. 

In order to iiitrodr.ee the elective sy.steni in the district of Uhittagong, 
LocafBoards would ha\t' first to be created; and it is not pro])()sed to do this, 
both because the tenure of office of the members of tlie DTstric't Board extends 
to December, 1920, and it is not practicable to alter its constitution till their 
term of office expires, and also l>ecause it appears undesirable to ci'eate new 
l.ocal Boards which may shortly be replaced by circle hoards." 


B\ the Hon’ble B.\iu' Biio.jkndua Kisiiou Rav ( h.m onriii : — 

VIII. 

Will the Government bc' pleased to make a statement showing what 
liostel arrangements there are in secondary schools and colleges under 
Government control for students of the Namasudra caste? 
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191o. J (^uest'iou> arid jiusicsrs. • 

♦ 

Anaspef by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

, “At Dacca three unattached messes ha\e Ken established for 
N^masudra students of Government and private colleges and schools, one 
beiTi»for college students, the other two for schot)l {)upils. There are hostels 
for Namasudras attached to the Gtnernment high scIxkiIs at dhalakati and 
Pirojpur; and there is a special mess attached to the Ra jshahi (Ndlege to 
which other members of the depressed classes are admitted K‘sitl<>s Nama- 
sudras. Government have also sanctioned the establishment at Rampnr 
Boalia of a separatt> hostel for Naimismlra college ^tudeiiis and sehool pupils 
as an experimental measure, but the hostel has not yet been opened.” 


By the Hoti'l>le rdni.iKNin: \ Kisnoi; Hay ( ’nAi i>nri;i : — 

IX. 

(r/) "UTth reftnence to the answer gi\en to my iiustarred (jnestioii lou.t i,,.., ,i 
No. XXVIll of the 7th August, 1917, regtirding the pre\aleiiee of kahi-azar 
in Tanga.il, will the ( loveriniient lie jilettst'd t(i stjite how the information was 
collected ? 

{!>) Were the medical officers in charge of the Golakmtth Charitable 
Dispensary atid Hospitjil at SanUish, the Dwarkamith Charitable Dispen- 
sary and Hospital at Tangail and of the C'harit^ihle Dispensary at KaTutya, 
asked to supply such facts and figures as might h<' in their jios.session in 
this connection ? 


Answ'cr by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Mai. lky : — 


{<!) Reports were obtained from the Ci\il Surgeons concerned. 

((>) No. Entjuiry has been made and it has been ascertained that 53 ea.ses 
were diagnosed as cases of kala-azar at the fJolaknath dispensary from the 
1st January to the Jlst July, 1917. The monthly returns of the Dwarkanath 
and Karatya dispensaries have also Ikhti examined, and it a pjiears t hat one 
eas<' of kala-azar was treated at the latter dispensary, atid mme at the former 
dining the same jimiod.” 


By ibe Ilon’lile Haul Bco.ikmika Kisiioi; [{ay Chai imi ki : — 

X. 

{<!) Will the Government be pleased to make a staUnmuit showing Oiunoiotii 
the total amount of recurring and non-recurring grants which have been 
made on account of the jirofKtsed Dacca Uiiversity, uji to <late, from the " 
Frovincial and Imjierial funds ? 

(0) Are the Government considering the desirability of showing the 
t/Otal amount of these grants as a separate it^mi under the ear-mai'ked 
balance ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, O’Malley : — 

“ (a) 'J’be total amouni wjiicli has been credited to the Provincial balances 
on account of grams to the Dacca University an to the 31st March, 1918 . is : 

Rs. 

Non-recurring grants ... ... 24,00,000 

Recurring grants ... ... 27,70,000 

(/>) 
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By the lUiiu Bkojendua KirtHOR Hay Chaudhuri : — 

XL 

Regarding the Imperial grant of 9 lakhs of rupees for irapipvJtig 
the training and {)ay of teachers, will the Government be pleased to state 
the reason why this grant could not be fully utilised during the closing 
year ? 


Aaiswet by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

“ The reason is that all the pro{X)sals of this Government for the expendi- 
ture of the grant have not yet been sanctioned.” 


By the Hoirhh* Rahi Brojenora Kishor R\y CHAUDHiiRr : — 

XII. 

Are the (iovernment aware of the grievances of the Indian clerks in 
the offices of the Port C'oinmissioners, Calcutta, in the matter of their pay 
and pro8[)ect8? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

‘‘ All appointments under the Commissioners carrying a monthly salary 
below Rs. 1,000 are made by the Commissioners themselves under the power 
cx)nfeiTed on them by the Calcutta Port Act, 1890. No grievances of the 
Indian clerks drawing a monthly salary below Rs. 1,000 have been reported to 
Government.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojenora Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XIII. 

Will the Government be plea.sed to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(a) the total number of Indian and European employes, respectively, 
in the different offices of the Port Commissioners; and 

{b) a list of such of those employes as have received any increases of 
pay, stating in each such instance — 

{i) the date of employment, 

(o) the initial pay, and 

(///) the amount of increase of {>ay granted at different times with 
dates thereof? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ The Port Commissioners prepare, and in meeting sanction, a schedule 
of the fetaff employed under them. A copy of this sanctioned schedule is 
forwarded by them to Government along with their Budget Estimates of 
Income and Expenditure. This schedule, as last submitted bv the Commis- 
sioners, has been placed in the library. It shows the iiumlier, the designation, 
and the salary of die several appointments in the different offices of the 
Commissioners. The schedule does not show which posts are held by the 
Indian employes and which posts by the European employes and this infor- 
mation is not in the possession of Government. The explanation , column 
gives information regarding variations in pay made at different times.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray C'hm dhi ri : — 

XIV. 

(a) Is it R fact that in the Accounts Department the initial psy of 
an Indian clerk Is Rs. 20 and that of an Anglo-Indian or European is from 
Rs. 100 to Rs. 130 per mensem ? 

(b) If so, have such differences in the jmy of these clerks been made 
according to their respective academic qualifications, knowledge of accounts 
and experience, or in consideration of any particular fitness ? 

(c) What are the minimum living wages in Calcutta for the above two 
classes according to the official report ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

(a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to pages 8 to 21 of the schedule 
of establishment. The pay of clerks in the Audit and Accounts Depart- 
ment varies from Rs. 20 to Rs. 150. (Government have no further infor- 
mation on the subject. 

(b) (government are not aware of any differential scale btised upon 
racial considerations. The pay is attached to the j)ost, not to the person. 

(c) It is not clear to what official report the Hon’ble Member refers.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XV. 

(a) Is it a fact that in reply to a petition of the Indian clerks of the 
Calcutta Port Trust, daU^.d the 14th February, 1914, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Stevenson-Moore, Chairman of the Port (Commissioners, stated that what 
was required was a system under which an even flow of j)romotion would be 
secured and that it appeared to him that some reorganisation was net^essary 
and that the introduction of a scitmtific system of grading, such as applied in 
the Government Secretariat, might be required ? 

(b) Has the reorganisation been effected on the lines indic^ated ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the initial pay of an Indian clerk in the Government 
Secretariat is Rs. 40 j)er mensem and that in the offices of the Port Com- 
missioners, in the reorganisation scheme, is Rs. 25 only ? 

(d) Are the system of grading and proportion of different grades based 
on any of the standard scientific scales current in the Government 
Secretariat ? 

(e) (i) What consideration has been shown in the said reorganisation 

to those who have for over 10 to 18 years be*en kept on a salary 
of Rs. 30 or thereabouts? 

(i?) What provision has been made in the said reorganisation enabling 
them to attain the highest grade at the time of their retire- 
ment ? 

(irii) What provision is there for those who are on the verge of retire- 
ment ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

(a) and (b) The Government have no information as to the orders 
fiassed by the C^hairraan, Port Commissioners, on the petition of the Indian 
clerks. But from the report of the Finance Committee on the Budget 
Estimate of the Port Comnyssioners for 1918-19, which in before Govern- 
ment, it appears that the Commissioners have made a provision of 
Rs. 50,000 to meet increases in the pay of their Indian staff, which is at 
present under their consideration. 
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(c) The initial pay of a clerk in the Lower Division of the JBengal 
Secretariat is Rs. 40 per mensem. It has not been reported to Grovernment 
whether, under the reorganization scheme, the Port Commissioners propose 
to fix the initial pay of an Indian clerk at Rs. 25 only. 

(d) and {e) Government have no information on these points.” 

By the Hon’ble Babtj Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhcri ; — 

XVI. 

Is it a fact that, particularly in the Accounts Department, outsiders 
are appointed to vacancies in the higher posts and the claims of experienced 
clerks are thus overlooked ? If so, will tne Grovernment be pleased to make 
a statement showing the appointments that have been thus made during the 
last five years? 


Answer l>y the Hon’ble Mu. Cowi.i'v — 

■ Government have no information on the subject.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

XVII. 

Is it a fact that, in the Chief Eng^inecr’s Department, in the Accounts 
Department and in the Secretary’s office, clerks are required to work on 
holidays, and that no holiday allowance is granted to them for such extra 
work ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ Government have no information on the subject.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XVIII. 

{a) Is it true that the Indian clerks are never given the post of travel- 
ling auditors? 

{h) If 80 , what are the reasons? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (n) and (5) Government have no information on these two points.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XIX. 

With regard to the increase of revenue under the head Income-^ 
resulting from the introduction of enhanced rates of taxation by the Indian 
Income-tax (Amendment) Act, 1916 (V of 1916), will the Government be 
pleased to state whether it is possible to estimate accurately the normal 
growth of income-tax revenue from year to year as apart from the increase 
directly resulting from the introduction of the enhanced rates introduced in 
1916? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ It is impossible to frame an accurate estimate of the normal fluctua- 
tions in the receipts from income-tax, which depend upon varying trade oon- 
^tiona.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabbndra Chandra Rav : — 

XX. 

With regard to the total income-tax revenue for 1916-17, 1917-18, and 
the corresponding budget figures for 1918-19, will the Government be 
pleased to state — 

(a) how much in each year represents normal increase in revenue as 
wholly uninfluenced by the enhanced rates of 1916 , and 
(ft) how much represents the increase as directly resulting from the 
introduction of the said enhanced rates ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ The following statement gives the required information 

» 

1915-16. 

1916-17. 

1917.1«. 

1 IMS- 19. 

( EHtiiiiattMl 

( Actualn.) 

(IiicroaHo over 
1915-16.) 

(IiuTt'am^ over 
1916-17.) 

increaw o\ (*r 
1917-18.) 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ordinary receipts ... 72,26,611 

1S,14,:W9 



Receipts on account of 

increased taxation ... 

7S.14,(K>0 

27.86,000 

4,(K),000 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray 




XXI. 

(a) Is it a fact that the introduction of the cnlianced rates of taxation 
in 1916 has resulted in an increase of work for the income-tax establishment 
and a consequent increa.st' of expenditure under Income-tax? 

(ft) If so, how much approximately of the total annual expenditun* 
under Income-tax since 1916-17 represents such increase? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(ft) Rs. 17,280 per annum, or roughly 9 per cent, of the total annual 
expenditure.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XXII. 

With reference to the budgetted assignment f)f Rs. lakhs to the 

lmj)erial Government on account of the new schemes f)f income-tax, will the 
Government be pleased to state upon what calculation the said figun* has been 
arrived at ? Is it based on the assumption that there will be no normal 
increase of revenue over the figures for 1917-18, as distinct from the increase 
on account of the new scheme of income-tax ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ It is based on the assumption that there will lie no normal increase of 
revenue over the figures for 1917-18.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray ; — 

XXIII. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the talde all material 
papers and correspondence or extracts therefrom relating to the arrangement 
with the Imperial Government under which an assignment has to be made 
annually to the Imperial Government from the provincial share of the 
income-tax revenue? 
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{h) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table all material papers 
and correspondence or extracts therefrom relating to the arrangement with 
the Imperial Government under which an assignment has to be made 
annually to the Imperial Government irora the excise-revenue under the 
new scheme of taxation ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ The following extract explains the arrangement : — 


Extract paragraqjh 59 of the Fntance Menihers speech introducing the Financial 

Statement for India, 1916-17 . 

59. Lastly, I may explain that under the t^^rms of the existing fiiumoial settlements 
with the provinces, income-tax is a divided head, and the additional revenue accruing^ 
from our proiK>sals will thus be shared between Imperial and Provincial. But as this 
additional taxation is imposed solely for Imperial purposes, the amount which technically 
accrues to tlie jirovinces will be set t>ff by a counter-adjustment from Provincial to 
Imperial under the head ‘ Transfers between Imperial and Provincial Revenues.’ The 
same pro(;edure was followed in 1910 in respect of the additional taxation then imposed 
under ‘ Stamjis ’ and ‘ Excise.* A like ad justment will also be made on this occasion 
in respect of that portion of the additional duty on locally ])roduced beer and ‘ foreign 
spirit ’ which will be credited to Provincial revenues under the terms of the settlements.” 


By the Hon’hlo Bauu Biiahendka Chandua Bay : — 

XXIV. 

Ldrainistrativ© 
nd clerical 
stablialiiuentH 
f the Culcuttu 
*ort TruHt. 


appointments under the Calcutta Port Trust? 

(r) What are the minimum qualifications necessary for admission to the 
administrative appointments of the different kinds under the Calcutta Port 
T rust ? 


{a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing — 

(?) the total number of administrative and clerical appointments, 
respectively, under the Calcutta Port Trust; and 
{ii) the different scales of salary prevailing in each of these two 
branches, together with the total number of officers on each 
such scale, and their nationality? 

(h) Is it a fact that Indians are not admitted to any administrative 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) A schedule of establishment employed under the Port Commis- 
sioners, Calcutta, is placed in the library. It shows the number of adminis- 
trative and clerical appointments, and the different scales of salary in each 
of these two branches. The nationality of the officers and servants of the 
Port Commissioners holding respectively the administrative and clerical 
appointments, is not shown in that schedule. The Hon’ble Member is a,lso 
referred to the answer given in to-day’s Council to unstarred question 
J^No. XITI] by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhun. 

(&) and (c) Administrative appointments the monthly salary of which is. 
below Rs. 1,000 are not subject to the sanction of Government, and^ conse- 
quently Government have no information regarding them. In the case of 
{X)sts of Rs. 1,QD0 per mensem and upwards, and in the case of a few posts 
like that of Secretary, and Chief or Deputy Chief Engineer, etc., there is no 
bar against the appointment thereto of suitable Indians. 

The minimum qualifications necessary for admission to the several admin- 
istrative yipointments under the Port Commissioners have not been laid 
down by Government.” 
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By the Hon’blo Babu Bhabknuka Chandra Ray : — 

XXV. 

{a) How many travelling auditors are there under the Calcutta 
Port Trust, and what is the scale of their salary? 

(6) What is the minimum requisite qualification for admission as such 
travelling auditor? 

(c) Is it a fact that Indians, either employed in the office or from outside, 
are not as a rule appointed travelling auditors? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to page 14 of the schedule of 
establishment under the I^ort Commissioners, C'alcutta, which is jdaced in 
the library. 

(b) No minimum qualifications have been laid down by Government. 
(r) Government have no information on this j>oint.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Baiut Akhil Ciiandka Datta ; — 

XXVI. 

(a) Is it a fact that the order for the arrest of Sindhubala of Bankura 
was passed by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence Branch ? 

(b) Is it a fact that such orders are usually passed by this officer? 

(c) Is it a fact that Mr. E. H. Corbett was officiating as Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police, Int<dligence Branch, at the time when the said 
order was passed ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether, beyond an expres- 
sion of disapprobation, any punishment has been meted out to those officers 
who were responsible for the arrest and detention of the Sindhiibalas ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) The order was })assed on the authorit)’^ of the Deputy Ins})ector- 
General, Intelligence Branch. 

(b) The Dej)uty Inspector-General is in charge of the w^ork of the 
Intcdligence Branch, and generally all orders issuing from that Branch are 
issued on his authority. 

(c) Mr. E. H. Corbett was^ temporary Deputy Inspector-General, 
fntclligence Branch, at the time. 

(d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the rovnnvniqve issued by Govern- 
ment on the subject.” 

« 

By the Hon’ble Babd Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

XXVII. 

(a) Is it a fact that Mr. E. H. Corbett has been apjx>inted Deputy 
Inspector-General of Police, C.I.D. (Crime) ? 

{b) Is it a fact that the post of Insfieetor-General of Police has invariably 
been filled up by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, C.I.D. (Crime), 
whenever the vacancy has been filled up by a non-civilian ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the post of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 
C.I.D. (Crime), is regarded as a position of neater advantage than that of 
the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch ? 
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(d) Is it a fact that Mr. F. C. Daly, c.i.E., whom Mr. E. H. Corbett has 
succeeded, has taken two years’ retiring furlough and that the post of 
the Inspector-General of Police is likely to fall vacant ? 

(e) Is it a fact that some officers senior to Mr. Corbett are still acting as 
Superintendents of Police ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ {a) He has been appointed to officiate in the post during the absence of 
Mr. Daly, on leave, or until further orders. 

(6) No. Since the post of Deputy Inspector-General (Crime) was 
created in 1906, three {police officers have held the post of Inspector-General. 
Only one of these had previously served as Deputy Inspector-General (Crime). 

(e) Both Deputy Inspectors-General draw their grade pay as such, and 
as a matter of fact, in the particular case of Mr. Corbett, the exchange is 
disadvantageous to him as regards pay till such time as he is confirmed as 
a Deputy Inspector-General. The Deputy Inspector-General (Crime) 
draws a house allowance of Rs. 2.50 a month. The Deputy Inspector-General, 
Intelligence Branch, draws a motor-car allowance of Rs. 150 a month, and 
is entitled to hou.se allowance under the Calcutta house allowance rules. 

(d) Mr. Daly has taken two years’ leave, hut it is not known whether he 
proposes to retire at the end of it. The jwst of Inspector-General of Police 
will, in the ordinary course, fall vacant in Octoter 1919 when Mr. Plowden 
will attain the age of 55. 

(e) Yes.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhfl Chandra Datta : — 

XXVTTI. 

(a) With reference to my unstarred question No. LXXI asked at the 
meeting of Council on the 22nd January last, will the Government l>e 
pleased to state — 

(?) whether by a separate cell, the Government meant a solitary 
cell ; 

(n) whether there are two kinds of cells, solitary and separate; and 
(??/) under what law and for what leasons was he confined in such a 
cell ? 

(b) Will the Government he pleased to state whether, in f>assing or 
confirming orders of solitary confinement in the case of jwlitical prisoners, 
they take into consideration the probabli effect of the order upon the bodily 
anci mental health of the prisoner? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

” (a) and {b) The llon'hle Member is referred to the statement that 
w'ill he made by tlie Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler with reference to the reso- 
lution on the subject to be discussed at this meeting of Council.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; — 

XXIX. 

(а) Are the Government aware that Jyotish Chandra Ghosh is an 
M.A. of the Calcutta University and that he was Professor in some college ? 

(б) Are the Government considering the advisability of framing written 
charges against men of such education and position and requiring them to 
make their statements in writing ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. ELerr : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(6) For some time past written charges have been put to all )»er8ons 
arrested and they have been asked if they wished to make a statement in 
writing.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

XXX. 

(a) Is it true that Jyotish Chandra Ghosh is still feigning insanity and v ..m ..i 
that his physical condition is satisfactory ? ^ iwin.tra 

(6) Are the Government considering the advisability t>f apj>ointing a 
Medical Board consisting of officials and non-officdals — 

(^) to ascertain definitely whether he is actually a lunatic ; 

(i?) to investigate into the cause's of his jihysical and mental break- 
down ; 

(Hi) to submit a report about the present condition of his health; 
and 

(ir) if necessary, to consider what steps should be taken to improve 
his health ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of transferring him 
from the Berhampore Lunatic Asylum to the Calcutta Medical College for 
treatment ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

‘‘ (a) On 5th February, 1918, Captain Hume, i.m.s.. who was dejmted to 
examine Jyotish Ghosh in consultation with the Superintendent of the 
Lunatic Asylum, reported that he was unable to state definiU'ly whether the 
patient was insane or not and recommended a further period of observation. 

(b) and (c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement to made by 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler in the discussion on a resolution to this effect 
to be brought forward at this meeting of Council.” 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 2 and 3. 

THE SEllAMPOFiE COLLEGE HILL, 1918. 

The Hon’ble Sik S. P. Sinha pri'seiited the Report of the Select 
Committee on the Serampore College Hill, 1918, ami move<l that the said 
Report be taken into consideration. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, on the occasion when 1 introduced this Bill, I placixl before 
the Council quite fully the object and scope of tlu* Bill, and I do not think it 
necessary, therefore, to say anything more at this stage. I may only mention 
that no alteration whatsoever was made in the Select Committee, except a 
merely verbal one, by which the words ’ Calcutta University ’ were altered to 
‘ University of Calcutta ’ ”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha also moved that the clauses of the said 
Bill be considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select 
Committee. 

The rhotion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Uai Mahkndka Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that in 
lines 7 and 8 of clause 13 the following be omitted, namely : — 

“ the Government as defined in section 2(i>) of the Indian Universities 
Act, 1904, in relation to/’ 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, the preamble of the Bill in question clearly indicates that the 
constitution of the Serampore College be so amended as to authorize the 
Council of tlie said College to dischargti tln^ functions of the University, 
that is to say, that ‘ a Faculty and Senate be constituted for the said College 

and that suitable stand ai*ds be imposed in regard to any 

secular degrees that may hereafter l>e conferred by the said Council.’ 

“ (dlause 13 of the Bill authoriz(‘s thi‘ C’ouncil ‘ to grant degrees in any 
branch or branches of knowledge and science other than theology’ if certain 
conditions are fullillod, /.c., if the Government as defined in section 2{h) of 
the Indian Universities Act of liK)4 are satisfied that those requirements have* 
been complied witli. There is no Act of the Su))n‘me Legislative Council as 
suggested in the Bill making it obligatory on the Governor-General in Council 
to niaki^ enquiries as to the adequacy — 

(1) of the establishment and equipimuit of tlie College. 

(2) of the academic standard to be maintained, and 

(3) of the financial provision made therefor. 


So ihat in my vitnv the Governor-0 luieral in Council, /.c., the Executivo 
Governnumt, is not legally bound to act according to the r(‘C()mmendation 
of the Bengal Legislative Council. Legal obligation must be imposed l)y 
legal authorities. In my humble opinion the legislation of th(‘ kind contem- 
plated in the Bill ought to be passed by the Imperial Legislative Council. 
Referring to the Indian Universities Act of 1904, ' the Government ’ means 
in ndation to the University of C'alcutta tht‘ Govrrnor-General in Council and 
the sections by which the said Governnumt are required to exercise their 
authority art* sections 21(5), and 24(5). The latter section authorizes the 
Government to sanction the regulations which are framed by the Senate 
under the Act. ’rh(*re is no section which authorizes the Gov(*rninent directly 
to make an enquiry for their satisfaction as to the adequacy of the require- 
ments laid down in the latter part of clause 13 of the Bill. On the other hand, 
in section 21 of the Act we find that the University has authority at the first 
instance to einiuire about these matters before any College is affiliated to it. 
This procedure is to be found in the Indian Universities Act of 1904 and has 
reference to the affiliation of a College to the University. So with regard to 
disaffiliation of the College — section 24 (5). The duties of Government are thus 
defined in the Universities Act, that is at the time of affiliation of a College 
to the University. If, therefore, a reference to the expression of Government 
be made in the Bill, the duties imposed by the Act cannot be lost sight of, I 
am, therefore, doubtful whether the authority given by the local Legislative 
Council can legally compel the Government or the Govern or-G^eral of India 
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in Council to carry out the injunction laid down in clause IS of (ho Hill. Tlio 
Bill sa j s ^it nliidl satisfy the Oovomnicnt- as doliiH‘il m si'ct u)!! 2. clause (^h) 
of the Indian I'niversities Act We niUHt undi rstand tin' incaninK of the 
word as understcMKl and explained in the Act itself. 

“If my views are controlled by iliose of the Council, may 1 not asl^ 
the Hon’ble Members to consider wlu'ther a University sittint; in ('alcutta 
can successfully enquire as to tin* details laiil down in clause l;5 ol i he Hill 
and satisfy itsi'll as t'O these iletails. 1 hi* Cjio\ t'rnor'tleneral m t\>uiK'il sil.s 
at Delhi or Simla. Serampore is 12 miles from Calcutta. If l h.' Heniral 
Legislative Council has authority to direct the (lovennn-Ceiieial to be 
satisfied as to the di'tails stateil in the clause, will it not bi‘ more eonxenient 
to the Calcutta University? 'I'lie two Universitit's can act harmoniously as to 
the academic mode of tin* spread of education in Ht'iigal. 


The Hon’bh' 1)k. Howki.i.s said : — 

“My LorcK I liiive iiothiiipf to coiiipluiii ol so liii* .*is t lic' pfcii(*!*al s|)iril, ol 
the aiiiendmoiit is ooncoriiod and in tlio way in which it was proposed. l>nt 
it so(‘nis to nie that on one or twog'ronnds it is (jnit<‘ inad niissilihc I do not 
want to follow or attempt to follow the lcj[^aJ intri(;acic*s i*elerred to hy the 
Hon’blo Rai Malumdra (diandra Mitra Ifahadnr — I am not in any way c‘oni~ 
potent to do so, hut tin* matter has bcum v(‘ry cand ully (“onsitho iHl by t hi' lii/jfliost 
legal authorities and I am content to leave it at t hat . Hut on mori' gmieral 
grounds 1 should liki* to ask whotln^r there is any <h niand whatever from the 
lTiiiv(‘rsity of Calcutta in coiinoetion with, and in t In* d irecd ion of, what Tiiy 
ilon’lile frii ‘ud proposes. The (/abnitta LIniv’ersity has liad ever\’ ojiport unit y 
to consider this question and after careful d(*li beration in the hist place by the 
faculty of law and thim by a full Senate the matter was decided and the 
Calcutta IJniviTsity felt that it would be unm^cessai-y and imralr t o intdo fere In 
any way with the jirogrt'ss of the Jiill through the (h)uncil. The \'ic( - 
(Jhancadlor is net here to-day, otherwise hi* would su]>port me in t hat st ,*i teiin'iit. 
1 am not, awaii* that tlu^ llon’blt' Rai Maliendra Chandia IMItrii Hahadur has 
any right here to rc*preHent the Calcutta University or anyl liing t hat the 
Calcutta Univinsity stands for. I think the llon’ble Rai Hahadnr has some 
regard for tlie princijde of rejireseiitative (iovernment and for the jiiinciple t hat 
Covmminent should be in the interest of those that are governed. Hut lie is 
introducing a somewhat dangerous princi|>le, I think, by attemjiting t o foi ite 
on the (i!alcutta Cnivmsity sonuddiing that it has no ih'sire to get. So far as 
the issue of t he mat-ter is (aineerned, on its nu'rits, it seems to me, it is 
absolutely essential in matters of (educational administration, even in ri'ferenee 
to Universit ies, that the supri'ine power should rest with tin; Coverninent 
and while there should be a very considerable measure of independence to 
the University yet (h(*r(^ should always conn' a time, tin re should always In* 
a possibility of a time, wlien it is tin' right of the Covernment to inlervmie. 
and set things straight. There is a power, ev'en in edue.ational matters, when 
the broad inteivsl.s of the country are concerned, higher than t he tJaleutta 
University and it is recogniz(Hl in all University administrations in other 
CH^untries — the Govi'rninent stejis in, for instanci', <ind appoints a eomnussion 
.ther(*by manifesting its supremacy. It would hi' a dangerous thing, for 
instance, even in England in matters b(*aringon the extension of I lie University 
education, if tin* Universit}^ of Oxford had been granted such a ])ower in 
England as my Hon’ble friend projioscs to give to the University of ('alcutta 
in liengal. I am afraiil, looking on facts from a historical point of view’, that 
if matters liad beim left entirely in the hands of the I Tii versitiirs of Oxford 
rind Caipbridge, there would not he an additi(jnal University in Englaiid at 
the present time. They would not have been the best judges when other 
persons and oth^r interests were concerned. It would be a dangerous pplicy, 
I take it, to make the Calcutta University the arbiterr of University inlucliuoii 
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and University extension throughout Bengal. Calcutta is already over- 
burdened and it is well known that there is very considerable discussion as to 
the desirability o£ extending University education by the foundation of Univer- 
sities in other centres. But if the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitrk 
Bahadur’s idea is maintained and the policy he stands for carried it would 
really make the ('aleutta University the supreme judge and arbiter in all 
matters of this kind. From tlie point of view of an educationist it seems 
to me that it would be an unwise and dangerous policy. We must recognize 
in these matters the supremacy of the Government and it seems uncertain 
at any rat(^ whether tlie University of Calcutta, even assuming that these 
powers might be given or that it might b(i desirable to give them, is really quali- 
fied to judges in th(^s(5 matters. At present the Calcutta University is itself being 
judged, a cr)inmission is sitting in regard to th(i University and all that it 
stands for and to come in at this time and say that the (’alcutta University 
must d(‘(ad(^ mattcu-s of this kind will be putting into the hands of that body a 
powiu* which it will not be, qualified ])roperly to administer. On these grounds 
it seems toim^ that t ln^ amendment proposed should be opposed.” 


The Hon’blo Siu S. P. Sinha said : — 

My Lord, 1 fear that I did not succeed in removing fhe misconception 
which seemed to prevail amongst Hf)me Hon’bh^ Members of this Council 
when tlie Hill was introduced. I stated tlnm tliat at the prestmt moment 
th(' Serampore (^)llege hasting right to confer nut only tlu'ological dt'grees, but 
dogri^es in Arts and Seicunros as well. {Supposing this Hill is dropped to-day, 
they can, if they ehoso, manufacture as many B. A’s. and M. A’s., t‘te.. as they 
like ; t luu’e is nothing to prevmit them. Hut tin* primary object r)f this Jiill 
is to onal)le tin' Colh^ge authorities to utiliz(‘ the powt*rs giviui to them under 
the Charter to confer tln^ological d(*gret^H on students of all (Miristian 
churcht^s and not nunoly of tln^ j>articular denominat ion to which tlu^ College 
authoritic's Ix'long, and this objt'ct was considered likely to Ik‘ furtlu^n^d if 
the d(‘nominational basis on whicli tlK‘ College rc^sts was modifiiul by tlu^ 
(ua^atioii of an ('nlargiul Council an I of a Sonat(‘ consisting of nuniibtn-s 
belonging to t luMliflermit Christian clinrcli('S. That is tln‘ primary objec^t of 
the Hill, naimdy, to enlarge thc^ basis of tln^ tlu>ological laenUy which will 
confer the tho(»logi(aal dt'grei^s, and that do(^s not touch the existing powers to 
confer degiv(‘8 in Arts and Sciimces. There art' no restrictions now existing oo 
tdioir powers t.o confer such degr<H'S ; but the Hill took the opportunity of 
imposing cea-taiii rt^strictions on these ])owors. namely, that as regards these 
other degrt^es, tht‘ Serampore College should not be able to confer them 
unless the Government was satisfied that in the matter of establishment, 
equipunmt and acadc'inie standard to be maintained and finance, ade- 
quate provision was made. The College authorities have accepted that 
restriction, viz., that thej^ should not confer these other degrees without 
satisfying tin' Govn'rnmont in these' paridculars. Now, wliat my Hon’ble 
Iriond, Rai Mahi'iulra Chandra Mitra Bahadur piH)poses to do is to enact that 
the restrictions wliicli they have agreed to accept should be altertid, 'and a 
restriction should be imposed upon them, which they have not agreed to, vjz., 
that they should satisfy not the Government, but the University of Calcutta. 
Is that a reasonable proposal, viz., to impose ui)on them a restriction wliich 
does not exist and w'hich they are not bound to accept, instead of ibe 
roatrietion which they have willingly accepted, viz., control by the Govern- 
ment,? I vi'iiture to think that tlio Council will agree with me that it is not. 
But further than that and without going into the questions which liave hoen 
raised by Ihe Hon’ble Dr. How-’eUs, the Goqucil will remember this that in all 
these matters, establishment and equipment of a college, academic t^iandard 
to. bo maintained and the financial provision made for the College, the 
Calcutta University has not Ihe power to order ailHiaiion or disaffiliation 
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80 ae its own colleges are concerned. The Calcutta University cannot 
ali^iate or disultiliate any college in liengal, except undi'r the control 
of tne Government of India. Now, if that is so, and if in tlu^se matters the 
Calcutta University itself sulgect to the eontrol of the Govtuaiment of 
India, is it reasonable, I ask again, that the Calcutta University should bo 
made the controlling autliority ov(U* a sisttn* and a possibly rival University ? 
Further, th(' difficulties which the Hon'bh^ Mover of t his amendment has 
pointed out about the Government of India controlling, from a distance, the 
Serampore (Jolb^ge are not likely to exist for very much longer. It is an optni 
secret that it is intended to sul)stitut(* as th<^ controlling authority of tlu' 
University of Calcutta the Government of liengal. Th(M*efor(‘, t lun-t^ wouKl 
not be any difficulty whatsoever in the Gov(>rnment of Ihmgal satisfying 
itself as regards these particulars, if an ! when any question aristas as t o lln^ 
capacity of the iStu'amporii (College to confer such degn^es. It is a coni ingmicy 
which, so far as 1 can judge, is not. likely to arise for a long limt' to cu)mt\ 
and 1, tlierefori', suggest that the (^)uncil slumid not accH'pt the proposed 
amcndim nt 


The llou’ble Rai MAni:NM)RA Chandra Mitka Bahadhr said : — 

My Lord, in answer to the questions whi(‘h hav(‘ bemi raistxl by the 
Ilon’bh^ Dr. Howells, I l>eg to submit to your Lordship that I am myself a 
lover of repres(‘utat iv(^ Gov(*rnmeiit. But, when I put th(‘ matter Ixdon* 
the Government, 1 put it on the' ground that tin* two Unive'rsith's might 
work togi'tlnn’, /,c., in co-operation. 1 thouglit also that as t lu> Calcut ta 
Univ(n*sity was quite close by, it would be in a posit ion to I'xamiin^ th(* details 
required in (dau8(‘ 13 of the Bill. I have raistxi it. also as a h^gal (]m*st.ion, 
as the Hon’bh' Sir S. P. Sinlia, who is an eminent lawyin*, will lx*, in a ])oHition 
to throw light on it. I thought over th<^ matter and considm-t'd it that 1 
should put it bt'fort*. tln^ ( \)uncil so that the Council might Ix^ in a i)osition to 
understand the difficultit^s which I pointed out. 

“The Hon’ldt' Meunber in charg«^ has stated to the Council that tln^ 
suggestion made by mi' is not a reasonable om^. I oonsi(l(*r t hat it is a reason’^ 
able suggestion, bee.ause it will appear from the legal as|)ect of the cjin'stion 
that when a reference is made to the Governor-General in (h)uncil or rather 
t.he Executive Governnumt, tliey are undc'r no h^gal obligation to do vvliat is 
required un l(*r the provisions of clau.->e 13. There is no Acrt ol tlu^ Supreme 
Government to compel an Executivn^ t iov('rnim‘nt lo do what is ixxpiired in 
clause 13. Tin* (dause seems to be a request that something should Ik^ 
done Lmt that has no le.gal force. That is the reason why I have, submitttxl 
the matter to this (Jouncil. The llonddi; Dr. Ilowcdls says that it will be 
introducing a dangerous principle ; 1 say that it will not certainly do so. 1 
depend, as J have said, upon the co-ojx'ration of tin* two Universities. 

“ I am glad also that the Hon’bl.' Member in eharge eonside rs that 
there are difficulties but he thinks that these difficulties might Ix! obviaD^d 
soon under certain circumstanees. I have nothing iurthcr to say on thin 
point, but 1 submit that on the principle of convcnicmcc it will be lar btUtor if 
the Calcutta University examines these questions— questions oi dfdails. If the 
two Universities are to be consirlered as rival Uni vx^rsities, still 1 (lo not tliink 
that co.o])oration with each other will intrcKluce a dangi^rous principle in the 
management the SeramjKire College. The Council ol the Serainporo 
College sits in London and the management of the College is left in the 
hands of the managing committee. Thc^ Council in Loii4on is rtbt in a 
position to have a direct control over the managing commit!^ at Serampdro. 
These, niy Lord, are the difficulties which I have submitted to the Council. 
I do not think that even if the two Universities are considered rivals 
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co-oporation will l)o of no uko. In this view of the matter, I have .Bubmitted 
this amendment for the consideration of the Council.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

'File following motion being cons(!qu(<ntial was not moved : — 

The Hon’ble Kai Mahenoka (hiANDKA Mitka Uahadck to iijove that 
the words “University of (.Calcutta’’ be substituted for the word “ Govern- 
ment ” in liiu! 1 in the proviso to clause IJi. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

'I'he Ilon’blo Mai Maijendka Cuandua Mitua liAiiAmTU movo<l that the 
following further proviso be added to clause 13, namely : — 

“ Provided also that t he tith'S and marks of honour in respect of the 
degrees intended to be granted by the Council shall be different from those 
conferred by the University of Calcutta or any other Indian University.” 


lie said : — 

“ My Lord, in moving this amendment, my object, is that, wlu'ii then' are 
two Uidversities, the degrt'es and marks of honour ought t.o lx* iliflerent. ami 
so wit hout any speech 1 submit that this proposal of mine should be acec'pted. 


Tlu' llou’ble Sil! S. P. SiNliA said ; — 

“My liord, the llon’bh' Member is jn-obably awar<' himself of the 
dilhculty of suggesting other titles and degrees in making his amendment. 
Arc they t.o lu' called « P 7 — or something else ? In all Universities, they are 
called Hachelor of Arts or Uachelor of Scii-nee or Master ol Arts or Master ol 
Science. I do not think that the llon’ble Meinlx'r is seriously suggesting 
that tile titles to be conferred by the Serampore University should be other 
than these. Of course, to avoid any confusion, wo havi' now P>. A. of the 
Calcutta University or H. A. of t he Bombay Univmsity and so on ; and the 
same distinction will remain with rcgar.l to th<‘ Serampore (College 1 niversity. 
When t lierc is anybiKly getting a degret' from tin' Serampore (’ollege, he will 
be called B.A. of the Serampore College University ; that is tin; rlistinction. 
It can hardly b(' suggested that we should have to invent a name different 
from that wliieh prevails in any other University in the world.” 


The llon’ble Du. Howki.i.s said : — 

“My Lord, 1 beg to oppose the amendment on the ground that it is a 
direct violation of the rights we possess under our Royal Charter and in 
ai'cordanee with the treaty w'ith the King of Denmark. The sixth statute 
reads as follow ; — 

‘ The first Council and their successors for ever ’ being authorized by 
the Charter ‘ to confer such degrees of rank and honour as shall encourage 
learning ’ in the same manner as other Colleges and Universities, they shall 
from time to time confer degrees in such branches of knowledge and science 
as may bo studied there, in the same manner as the Universities in 
Denmark. Germany and Great Britain. In doing this the Master and 
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Council shall ad libitum call in the aid of any or all tho Profossors of Sorain- 
pore College. All such degrees shall he perfectly free of t xpense to the 
perl^on on whom they may bo conferred, whether he he in India, Eurojx' or 
America. 

Clearly if we are forbidden to confer such degrees as art* now granted 
by the University of Calcutta or other Universitit's in the world, tht*n this 
statute has absolutely no meaning. I, theridore, h*el that it is a violation ef 
the rights we definitely possess and rights which the Covernment- are n‘solv('d 
to respect. The carrying out. of this anuMidment would result, in taking away 
such powers as wi* possess from us without our constu)! , aiul 1 may say on 
behalf of the Colh>ge tliat wc could m^viu- agnu^ to tlie carrying t Iiroiigli of 
such a resolution or any modification of the (Charter and statut(‘s in tin* way 
proposed. The Hill carried through in such a form would he to us worso 
than useless, and we should C(‘rtainly as a collegt* aj>[)(^al against it for its 
reversal.” 


The lloii’hle Rai Mahendua ChiANouA Mitka Haiiadur said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, tin* proposal which I have submitted is not against the t(u*ms 
of the Cliarter. On the other hand, 1 find by a ref(*r(*nci‘ to (dausi* 1 .‘) of the 
Hill that t he Council of the S(‘rampon* ('ollegc^ will be in a j)osition to grant 
such degrees as they think fit. and with this la^strietion that the grant 

of the degree to the students must Ik* confined to t.host^ who study in tlu‘ 
Seramj)oi*i' College and also that (*ert.ain ri'ciuirmnent.s Ik* fuIHlh‘<l brfoi'e tin* 
degrefus are granted. So 1 do not s»‘(* how my proposal is in (‘onflict with 1 Im 
terms of th(‘ (diart(‘r. Then, again, whemna*r a llniv(‘rsity is (roust it ut.(‘d, it is in 
a posit ion to confer degia*(rs. Witlj Your Kxc(‘ll(*ncy’s j)ermiHHion I may Ik* 
allowed to read stretion 1<> of t in* Indian I - lUViM’sil ies A(d. of IttOl and t here 1 
find the hdlowing words : — ‘ The Si'iiati^ hV inst it ut(‘ and confer such (h‘gr(M‘s 
and grant such diplomas, licenses, tithes and marks of honour in r('speet of 
d(3gre(rs and (‘xaminatioiis as may he pri*scrilM5 I by rtrgulation .’ \\di(*n the 

Serampore University will he constituted, 1 am imtithMl t > sulunil to t he 
Chmncil, that by law it may Ik^ ena(*to<l that the <l(rgrt*(*s whicdi th(‘y may 
grant should ht^ dinirrent f?-om tlu* dc^greu's wliiidi arr gr.intcKl by t ier (haleut.t.a 
or ot lu'r Indian Uni V(‘rsiti(’s. That is not inconsisttMjt with t in* t(*rms of the 
Chart(‘r and not inconsistimt with th(» provisions of tin* law whicdi aiK* t.o 
be found in tin* Indian Uni vt^rsities Act of 1904. So when wi* are going to 
have a law as to the constitution of the University and also as to t ie* powers 
given to th(* University for granting d(igr(‘es, is it (]uit(3 unnrasonahh' on my 
part to press ui)on tlu' atttmtion of tin* (hmncil that tlnr df3gr(*(‘s should Ik* 
(iiflf(‘rent and that the marks of honour shmild Ik* difler(‘nt from those which 
«are granted by th (3 Indian Uni versiti(»^ ? No iloul^t it has bi'fui j)oint(*d out by 
the Hon’ble Mtnnber in charge, that tin? sann? degrees may Ik? conf(*rr(‘d by 
different Universities. Quite so. Hut- still my (?ont(?ntion is that lh(*re should 
be different degrees for difr(?rent Universities. Wo have, got differ(*nt gowns, 
different marks of honour to indicate diff(?rcnt Universities. ” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

The Hon’blo Sir S. P. Sinha moved that the Hill, as settled in Couned 
be passed. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

BENGAL BUDGET FOR 191819.* 

The llon’hl(‘ Sir Hknhy Wiikelek prcBentod the Budget of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for 1918-19. 


He Raid : — 

“ Sir, a meinorandum drawing attention to variouH points connected with 
th(i lUidgc't is already in th(‘ hands of the Hon ’hie Meiiibers, and I trust 
that the notes th(^rf*in are sutliciently clear in thems(‘lves. 

“ It will he reinenib('red that among the resolutions moved at the 
previous meet ing of th(‘ Council with ref(*reneo to the Revised Financial 
Statement, two W(‘r(^ carried. The first recommended a larger provision 
for the greater* stimulation of work under the Co-operative Credit Depart- 
m(‘nt. I think t he actual additional amount propos(»d to be allotted for that 
purpose' was Hs. 50, ()()(). Subs(M|U(‘ntly, we consulted the Revenue Department 
as to tin* amount which tlu‘y thought tin y could usefully speuu! during the 
year in th(‘ dir(*etion (»f giving (‘ffi'ct to the wishes of Council, and they told 
us t hat Rs. 12,()()0 was tin* amount wfiiclj could thus b(‘ disbursed ; provision 
has b('(ai made accordingly in tlH‘ Budget for that amount. 

“ Th(' next resolution had r(‘f(>renc(‘ to a hostel for railway students at 
Kanehrapara. ddiat question is not in itself suttieifuit ly advanced for us 
to have inad(* a Budget provision for it. There are outstanding points, 
both in regard to th(' scheme and t he incid(Uice of the cost, wliich will now be 
worked out. Shotdd it b(‘ decid(‘d to tak(' acd.ion on the lines of the wishes 
of th(' Hon’bh' Sir R. N. Mukherji, the cost will be d(‘bited to tlu' ordinary 
(hvil Works allotment of the Fublie Works Dt'partment. and therefore no 
specual ])rovision on that account need be madi\ 

Th('S(\ Sir, are tlie two main ])oints of fresh interest disclosed by the 
Budget as now presented, 

“ 1 would draw the att (uition of the Hon’bl(‘ Members to the last paragraph 
of the m(‘inoranduin, and ask theun t,o b(‘ so good as to extend to us their 
usual court(*sy in giving preliminary intimation of any points of dt‘tail which 
th(*y desire to raise' during the debate on t lu' Ith April, in ordtT that informa- 
tion regarding them may bi‘ colh'cted.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 9. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

{Under the Rules for the discussion of matters of general imblic interest,) 

The Hon’blo Bahu Kibhori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
Resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps be taken 
to provide facilities, under proper safeguards, to those ditenus who may 
desire to appear at the next University Examinations. 


Xhe Bisiget is not iacluiied in these proceedings. 
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He said ; — 

“My Lord, before I speak on this resolution, I think, I slioohl explaiii 
why I am late, so far as tliis year is conct^rned, in bringing this matter bid'ort^ 
the Council — as the Intermediate Arts and the 1 nlt rmediate Seienee exami- 
nations for this year are over and the Matriculation eoniineiu‘es on the :?nd 
April next. I expected tliat the (*ases of tlie unfortunate boys, arrested and 
detained either under Bengal Regulation HI of 1818 or undm* the Befenoe of 
India Act, 1915, who were proi^aring for tln^ University i‘xaininat ions, would 
be taken into consideration and facilities under prope r safeguard would 
be afforded them for appearing at tht' UniviM*sity examinat ions. But whmi 
I came to learn that no suc*h arrangenumt was in the eont(‘ni])lation 
of the authorities, I siibniitteti my resolutita; on ttie liOt h h'ebruary last, 
as far as I remember, witli a reqm^st that 1 might bi‘ allowed to movi' 
it at the meeting of the (Council held on the 5th March last as an urgtml 
measure. Uufortunatedy, no earlier op})ortunity could ho granttnl to me. 
However, 1 raise the qut‘stion now with a hopt' that such conei^ssion may 
be granted to, and suitable arrangements madt‘ for, thost‘ who are still 
desirous of continuing their studit^s and ai)pearing at tlu‘ Univtusity exami- 
nations. 

It is really a grievancts my Lord, that the boys, sonnet imes the only hopi'S 
of their aged parents oi guardians tind sonu‘ of them oidy in lh(‘ii- teens, 
should be snatched away by th(‘ rough hand of the poliei' and k(q)t in K(‘eludi^l 
cells, or when outside the jail, ofttui in plac(‘s inb^ctt cl with malaria and 
abounding in serpents — left to tin* cart^ more of naturi‘ t han of man — undc^r 
the constant watch of those whose vory sight is irritating totln in as belonging 
to that same class of [)ersons who art^ resj)onsibb' lor bringing l hem to this 
their sad plight. But I shall not deal wil li that aHpt‘(‘t of tin; (jut'stion as it 
is not within the scope of my pr(*sent ri'isolution. Wort him* haiaL havt* 
already handled it in and f)Ut of tin* l/ounoil (diambers. Nor shall I d(*al 
to-day with any other subsidiary qm^stions such as mainiiuiance allowance, 
family allowance, h(‘alth of places of domicile and so forth I hough 

there is much to complain of in tln^se. I tak(' this o|»porl unity, howi^ver, 

to congratulate the Gov<u*ninent with a S(‘nse ol rt^liel and a feeling of 
gratit ude on the rul(*s, rt^ci'iitly frann‘d and published, loi’ thosi* who are^ 
detained within tln^ jails. Thesi* rules will greatly apjireeiated by tln^ 

sufferers, and I hope similar rules and necessary anang(‘men ts will Is*^ made, 
without delay’, also for th(»se wIkj arc' interned outside tin' jail undfu* (lovern- 
mont supervision and control. 

If I have understood the Deftuice of iTnlna Ac^t rightly’, it f)rovides only 
for a temporary detention. The persons arrt'stcMl undtu* its jn’ovisions are 
not convicts in any’ sense of thi? word though we sometimes hear that they 
are treated worse than the w’orst criminals. It is a<lmitted that the 

materials available against tlnun are not sutli(uent lor a rt‘giilai jirose- 
cution, and therefore we may take it that th(»y may’ be guilty’ or may not 
be guilty of the offences with whi<*h tln*y’ art' charged. S(», in tin* 

absonct' of a conviction in an opmi trial^ l)y (Courts of .lust.ice, when the 
period of detention will be over, thest* detenus will surely’ iiot l>e l>randtul 

as convicts for the rest of their liv(*s but t h(*y’ will b(' entitled to tin* full 

participation of all the rights and privileges fMjually with other citizens. 
Is it reasonable, then, my Lord, that on mi*re susfiicion tlnur future pros- 
pects should be marred and they should be depriv’ed of a chanci' of making 
thexnselvoB useful to scxiiety and to tlnur lainilicjs ^ I, tljercdore, suggest 
that the education of these unfortunate boy’s should not l>e interferetl with, 
and every facility ought to be granted to them for connnuing th(*ir studios 
even during the period of their detention, of course so far as circumstances 
permit. I might be piermittod to refer in this connection to a very recent 
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caBCi at Rajfihahi. A hoy who wan appearing at the LA. examination this 
year was arrested during the course of the examination. He was not allowed 
to finish liis examination : he had apjxiared only two days when he was 
arrested. Was an immediate arrest so very urgently necessary and unavoid- 
able ? Was the boy really so very dangerous — like a plague or inundation — 
that he must be removed without a moment’s delay lest he might contami- 
nate t h(* whole atmoHp)here with his foul breath ? Were the Government in 
immediate danger of b(‘ing ovt‘rihro\Mi by that boy so that they could not allow 
liim a respite of even three or four days just to finish his examination upon 
wliich liis whole future life so immensely depended ? And even if his arrest 
was so very urgent why were not arrangements made for his examination at 
any pface under proper safeguard ? What wonder that ])eoph‘ will take 
th(^ Defmice of India Act to lx* an Act of Oppression. We are sometimes 
accused of embarrassing the Governni(*nt l>y repeated Questions and Resolu- 
tions on th(^ working of the* Defence of India Act ! But I can assuie Your 
Exc(!llenc;y that that is not so. Indeed, with very great pain we have to 
refer to tlj(‘Se incidents with a hope that Government might clear up their 
position and rectify tin* (errors, if any, of their subordinates — and has it not 
b(x*n prov(‘d by facts that thc're livv errors ! The case cited by me above is 
not a solitary instance. Thcn*e have been many such cases. Only tin* 
other day another candidate^ for tin* l.A. examination was arrested at 
Rajshahi and aft(n* enquiry he was let off just on t he eve of the examination 
after a (confinement of litth* ov(‘r a wxxck. Did not this boy sufier immeasur- 
ably owing to this int(‘rruj)ti()n of studies ? I do not know if he has been abb* 
to appciur at all at the (‘xamination. At least there must have been a st*rious 
obstruction to the continuity of study, not to S) eak of the shock lie received. 
Kverylxxly knows how \aluahle (*very minute* of the days just preceding the 
(cxaminatitxi is to an inPuuliiig camlidate. Wh*, my Lord, und(*rstand it. But 
those witli whom tiiis task of arrests under the* Dc‘fence of India Act is 
(mtrust(xl se(*m not to uiuhu-stand — they are (callous (‘iiough. vSupposing 
the lioy who lias been arn^sted during tin* coursi* of the examination is s(*t free 
aft(u* the usual eiujuiry, who, my Lord, will lx* ncsponsihle for this loss of 
one year, at tine least, the boy has lxx‘n (comixdled to suH\‘r ? 

lb*re, my Lord, I may hv jH'rmitt(Hl to obst*rve that I do not understand 
why arrests are madt' before* tin* emiuiry. What is tJu* eiupiiry that is made 
after t he arrest. ? ” 


TUi) llon’ble Siu Hknuy Wheelku said : — 

“ vSir, 1 ris(* to a point of ordt*r. ’bhe qu(*stion whether arrests are made 
lx*fore enquiry or aft(‘rwardH has nothing to do wit h t he Hon’hle Member’s 
resolution.” 

The PuEsiDENT Said : — 

” The Hon’ble Member must confine himself to arguments which bear 
upon tlu' actual terms of his n'solution. 1 have allowt*d liim a consi<lerable 
latitude ; but if he adduces arguments which have no actual bearing on the 
resolution, 1 must ask him to omit them.” 

Tin* llon’ble Bahu Kishori Mohan (yHAUiHuiRi continuing said : — 

‘‘My Lord, we shall perhaps be told that there are reasons for this 
unusual pnx'cdure which we cannot know as they art* vStatt* Secret. But 1 
think some (*xplanation ought to bt* forthcoming. 

“ There are st veral oth(*r anomalies in the operation of the Defence of 
India Act which we do not understand. In j>assing, 1 may be permitted to 
refer to one of these, c.o., the question of allowance to detenus outside the 
jail.” 
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The President said : — 

‘‘ The Hon’ble Member should resume his seat when I rise to speak. I 
fail to see what bearing? this argument on the subject of allowances to 
ddtenus has on the resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri continuing said : — 

“ Very well, my Lord, as I was saying, the Defence of India Act is a war 
measure and this somewhat ordinary application of Bengal Regulation 111 ol 
1818 — which is also an extraordinary measure — is also made for the purposes 
of the war — we are told — both intended for vesting tin* exocutiVe with some 
extraordinary powers to be used only under extraordinary circumstances — viz., 
the power of periodical suspension, of the Habeas Corpus, of tlie natural 
civil rights of man as man — therefore of incarceration of men withoui trial — 
the application of both of these is a purely executive measure where c ourts 
of law cannot reach. But both are intended only for keeping those* ptu-sons. 
whom the executive think to be dangerous, aloof, for tlm time being, from 
their usual surroundings. And, to my mind, the executive* must stop 
there — I mean only to the extent of keeping such persons alo >f — and should 
not proceed any further. It necessarily follows that iliest* persoiis cannot he* 
accorded the same treatment as is meted out to the* convicts, and as far as 
possible they must be kept in the same state of life as they used to live*. It 
also follows, as I have pointed out bedore, that they will again enjoj^ the sann* 
rights and privileges as they used to enjoy before their iiitt'rnment, after tin* 
|>ericKl of detention is over — for they are not cconvicts. From tin’s dous it not 
follow that only sucli restrictions are to l)e placed upon sucli persons as arc 
absolutely indispensable, that is to say, t hey should also bt^ allowt*d to oontinut^ 
their usual vocations in life. Here, my Lord, the case of student detenus 
can be distinguished from other cases for even during their det(*ntion tlit\v 
can be allowed to continue ilieir studios without any possil)le harm to i he 
Government. Of course, they may not have the advantages of collc^giatc* 
education, but they can pursue* their studies at their places of internment. 
And is it not also practicable to allow tliem to appear at the college and 
University examinations ? The*y can veu-y W(»ll hv. examined at their places 
of internment or at any other place under proper safeguards. 1 do not rc*ally 
see, my Lord, the least possibility of harm to the Government in taking this 
course. On the other hand, if these boys are not allowed to go on with their 
studies — what is the result ? The result is that when these persons an** H(*f 
free again they have to l)egin tlieir life anew and perhaps they are then too 
old to begin their studies afresh. And though the Act does not intend to 
brand them as convicts, the operation of the Act in this country and more 
especially the methods of that hallowed infallible department known in 
this unfortunate country as the C. I. D., do as a matter of fact brand them 
as the worst set of confirmed criminals — for ever pursued by tln^ Criminal 
Investigation Department wherever they go, resulting in this that those 
unfortunate persons are more miserable than ever, get ting no employment, 
having no community because scaring away everybfxiy — in short thc^ 
are ruined persons — and what is the next thing they are likely to do? 
Either they must commit suicide, as some recent cases have*, shown, or they 
will have to resort to unlawful acts for their bread and for the sake of some 
■employment whatsoever. And who, my Lord, is respon8il)le for this sad 
result ? There is perhaps no escape from the unhappy conclusion that it is 
the Criminal Investigation Department or the operation of the Defence of 
India Act. Was this result intended by the Legislature ? At least I do not 
think so. Is this also the way, ray Lord, how the very serious problems 
of unemployment and discontent in this country are being solved ? 

With these words I commend this resolution to the acceptance of 
this Council.” 
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The Hon Tie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, the object of this resolution is a very simple one — that steps 
may be taken to provide facilities under proj^r safeguard to those ditenus^ 
who may desire to appear at the next University examinations. If they are 
not allowed to appear at the next University examination the result will be 
that their future prospects will be marred. So that such facilities should be 
offered to them for apx>earing at the ensuing examinations. But if they are 
not allowed to do so, it will be found that their future prospects are all gone. 
In that view of the matter I support the resolution.” 


Tlie Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

‘'My Lord, 1 propose to confine myself to the subject of the resolution 
and not to stray beyond it into the contentious and perennial topic of the 
general merits or demerits of the police. 

‘‘ Th(‘ resolution has reference to the appearance of boys who ar(^ dealt 
with und(‘r the Defence of India Act at their examinations, and the subject 
is one regarding which the facts ought to be known to the Hon’ble Members 
of this Council as they were given in answer to a question on the 3rd duly 
last. It was then stated : — 

‘ In a few cases permission has been given to detenus to leave a domicile for the- 
purpose of attending an examination, but it has been made perfectly clear to them and 
their relatives that permission to appear at the examination rests ultimately in the discre- 
tion of the Educational authorities. Where permission has been refused, it was for the 
general reason that in the circumstances of the individual case it did not seem suitable 
that the privilege should be allowed.’ 


‘‘ That has bt'on and is the position of Govt^rnment in this matttu* ; but 
it was found that in the past misunderstanding arose owing to the fact that 
ord€n-s had been issued saying that Government had no ohjection to such and 
such a boy appearing at his (‘xainination. Now% to appear at an examination 
under the regulations of the University, a candidate is required to hav(' a 
certificate, firstly that he has attended a certain number of lectures, and 
secondly that the Principal of the institution in which he has been studying 
knows nothing against his moral character. It was assumed and argued in 
some quarters that these orders of Government meant that it was the inten- 
tion and wdsh of Government that these conditions should be waived in the 
favour of tln^ particular candidate. Obviously, this was an entirely errone- 
ous impression. All that w’as meant was that, assuming that a boy was 
given permission by the University authorities to appear at an examination,^ 
Governinimt might, if the case was a suitable one, suspend the disabilities 
that were imposed on him under the Defence of India Act, and thus enable 
him to go to the place of examination without committing a breach of the 
rules. 

“ The matter was argued in the Calcutta University last year in the case 
of a particular boy wdio w^as a ditenu and who had been attending the Dacca 
College. The Principal of that college had refused to sign the certificate that 
he knew nothing against the moral character of the candidate. The question 
w^as raised in the Syndicate of waiving the regulations in favour of the boy,, 
stress being laid on the argument, to which I have referred, that Government 
had said that they had no ohjection. The recommendation of the Syndicate 
was submitted to the Senate and was argued on two occasions. I have been 
unable to obtain a copy of the detailed discussion, which, I understand, has 
not yet been printed, though six or seven months have since elapsed ; but I 
am told by those who were present that there was a considerable difference- 
of opinion in the Senate, and eventually the resolution to the effect that 
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the regulatioDR be rescinded in this instance was withdrawn. That Sir is 
the position. A boy, quite apart from any action of (Jovernmonf has’ to 
obtain a certificate of attendance at lectures and another as to his moral 
character ; the fact that .he has been interned will be an obstacle to both 
Our position is as explained in the answer to a quest i(m which I have already 
quoted, namely, that if the Educational authorit ies allow a boy to appear at 
his exarnination, assuming that he is able to get those cert ificat^^s, Oovorn- 
ment will then consider whether, looking to the circumstances of tht' cast* 
and the reasons for which he was interned, it is practicable to allow him to 
attend at the place of examination. "Jdiat will be judged on the nu*rits of t lu‘ 
case. Permission may be granted or refused; it will altogether dopt>iul on 
what the facts of the case an\ That being so, I am unable to aoct*pt the 
resolution which asks us to provide facilities regarding wdiich, as I hav(‘ 
explained, the initial difficulty is that of sat isfving the requirements of tl)e 
University, while ev-en if that was met. there* would still rtunain the con- 
sideration of the merits of eacli ijidividual cast\” 


The Ilon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

My Lord, although f have not betui able to follow tlic^ Hon’ble Habu 
Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri who movt‘d this resolution, I think it my duty, 
on reading the resolution on the agtmda paper, to say a few words in su))port 
of it. I do not think, my Lord, that there is a singli* rnembtu* of the (\)uncil 
who does no*^ realize^ that we an' passing through critical and anxious tunes, 
and tliat the Government have got tin* right in theses extraordinary tilings to 
adopt t'xtraordinary measures for tln^ sakt^ of public poaci' and tranquillity. 
1 he Delence of India Act from that [)oint ol view is certainly an extraoi*dinary 
nieasu]*e which the Govi'ninuint have adoptc'd, and tin* only diHt*rtun‘(‘ in 1 he 
points of vi(‘w of tin* j)eoph^ and the Govtu-nment lies in the fact that in sonu; 
castes al least tin' Act ha.^ Ixm'ii unin'ct'ssarily and harshly inq)os(‘d. One of 
tin' general complaints which I have heard is that some of tin* detenus are not 
given p('rinission, not to speak of facilitit'S, for apptxaring at various exaiiiina- 
lioiis. From all that I could understand from tht^ sjxH'ch of Sir Henry 
W Inuder I find that in sojiie cases (iovt*rnnnuit did giv(' permission to 
ct'rtain detenus and if tlj(‘y could not appear at the examinaiion it was 
duo to causes over which Goveimment had no (control. 1 takt^ it, thtu'efore, 
that the principle recommended in the n^solution is accejjtabb* to Go\'ern- 
ment and in this view of the matter I would ]a5Sf)ect fully «irge upon 
your Excellency’s Governm(3nt to considen* if the matter could not la* 
discussed with the Univ^ersity authorities and the resoUition aco(‘f)t(i(l in the 
form in which it has been moved in this Council. We all know that tin* 
Defence of India Act is only a preventive measure and that it has only been 
enacted for the preservation of public saft'ty and tranquillity ; and if my vit'W 
is correct then it is only natural that we should expect that th(^ Act should 
not be set in motion so as to cause more hardship than can possibly be 
avoided. We all know, and experience has taught us, that Huspe(;t(xl 
guilty persons when they find their future almost blasted stray further and 
further from the path of virtue and ultimately become hardened criminals. 
Therefore, I submit that in the interests of society some of th(?se detenus ought 
to be granted every facility for appearing at the examinations, so that aftc»r 
their release they may follow a useful career in life. Witli these words I 
commend this resolution for the acceptance of the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

My Lord, I rise to support the resolution moved by my Hon’ble friend 
Pabu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. And in doing so, I assure your Excellency 
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that I would confine myBelf to the terms of the resolution and the reply given 
by Sir Henry Wheeler. My Lord, it is unnecessary for me to impress upon 
your Excellency’s Government that this subject has been a subject of much 
excitement and agitation in our community. My Lord, lam not entering upon 
the question of internment at all. On this subject there is of course difference of 
opinion. All that we are at present concerned with is to impress upon the 
Government the necessity of so dealing with the ditenus who had been carry- 
ing on their studies in schools and colleges before their detention, that after 
their release they may not turn into hardened criminals and do mischief not 
only to society but to the Government as well. My Lord, it is admitted that 
these arrests are made on suspicion. 1 do not wish to enter into the question 
whether arrests on suspicion are justified or not. This is not the time nor 
the place. But after all when these youngmen are arrested on suspicion 
the Government should be benevolent enough to see that they are fairly and 
generously [related — although they are kept under restriction. Those of them 
who were students should be allowed to continue their studies under proper 
safeguards and to at)t»ear at the examinations if they desire to do so. The 
llon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has stated that permission has been given in 
certain cases, and evi^'y indivhlual case was considered where permission was 
not given. My Lord, we submit that whatever the circumstances of iiidividual 
cases may be — th(‘y are known to the Government alone — it would be doing 
no harm either to the Government or to society if these boys are allowed 
to appear at examinations. It is stated that there are difficulties so far as the 
University is concerned. I am sure, my Lord, if the Government is inclined 
to grant them facilities some arrangements can be made with the University 
authorities to allow these boys to appear at the examinations or to continue 
tlndr studies even in the ]>laces of their confinement. If tliis is done the 
interest of society will be safeguarded and tln^y will b(- brought up as loyal 
and law-abiding citizens because education will improve' their mind and 
character. And this arrangement can be made under projitu* safeguards. It 
setnns that in many cases of detention, education is abruptly brought to an 
end, and the boys are turned into a band of discontente d youths. But if 
this suggestion is followed, it will allay much discontent ; otherwise, when 
the* detenus come out, they will come out in a state of mind which I regret 
to think will not be quite compatible with the character of good citizens. Some 
generosity ought to bi* shown to these boys, and this little act of genercisity 
will be very much appreciated by the parents and relatives of the deteriusy 
and I hope something may be done in this direction. I yet hope, my Lord, 
that public opinion will act upon the mind of the Government. I am not yet 
without hope. In this Council Chamber I had the honour of moving for an 
advisory board of non-official visitors for the detenus and it w’as opposed by 
Sir Henry Wheeler, but fn the cool heights of Simla the suggestion which 
1 made before this Council seems to have found favour. I yet hope that 
without in any way interfering with the policy of the Government, without in 
any way fettering the hands of the Government, something may be done for 
the education of these boys. I hope Sir Henry Wheeler will kindly consider 
it in his calmer moments outside the Council Chamber.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

“ My Lord, after what has been said by my friends, the Hon’ble Maulvi 
Eaz-ul-Huq and the Hon’ble Rai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur, I think it is not 
necessary for me to add anything more to what I have already said in my 
previous speech. I appeal to your Excellency that something may be done 
for those boys, and I hope that the Council will accept my proposal by granting 
the necessary facilities.” 
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A division was then taken with the following: result : — 

Si>€» — 2i, 


The Hon’ble Dr. Nilratao Sarkar. 

,, Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

,, Raja Hrishikeah Latia, ai.E. 

„ Kumar Shib Shekharesvvar liay. 

„ Babu BrojeD<)ra Kiahor Hay Clinu- 

dhuri. 

„ Rai Debeiider Chunder Ghose Baba- 

dur. 

,, Rai Radba Charan Pal Bahadur. 

„ Dr. Abdulla al-Mauiun Suhrawardy. 

Maulvi Abul Kaaem. 

,, Mr. M. Aebraf Ali Khan Chaudliuri. 

,, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-uI-Hacj. 

,, Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

,, Babu Akhil Chandra Dattn. 

,, Rai Mahe idra Chandra Mitra Baha- 

dur. 

Babu Suron<lra Nath Hay. 

,, Babu Mahoudru Nhth Ray, (M.K. 

„ Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,, Babu Kifiihori Mohau Chaudhun. 


The following member abstained 


Tht Hoii’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.r.i.K., < 

Sir S. P. Sudia, Ku 

Mr N. D. B *at8on Bell, I'.s.i., r,i k. 

Mr. T. C. ]\ Gibbous K.r. 

C. J. Sleveiiwou. Moore, r.\ . 0 . 

Mr. J. H. Kerr, r.H.r., c i.K. 

Mr J. Donald. c.i.K. 

Mr L S S. O'Malley. 

,, Mr F. A. A. Cowley. 

Lt. -Colonel W. ,1. Buelianau, r.i.K., 

l.M.B. 

.. Mr. C. 11. BotiipaK. 

,. Mr. W. C. \V(»r«lMWorth. 

,, Mr. C. F. Payne. 

Ml. F. B. 11. Panton. 

Hai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahadir, 
i.s.o. 

,, Tlie Nuwab Bahadur of M urMhalabad. 

Sir Hajiuidra Nath Mookerjee, K.r.i k 
M r. J Maeken/.it'. 

, Mr. W. H. II. Arden-Wood, r l.K. 

,, Mr. F. W. C,urtt‘i‘. (m.k. 

Mr. W F. tViiin. 

Mf: F. B. Fden. 

from noting : — 


The Ilon’ble Rev. Dr. G. Howells. 


The following members were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. Glen. 

,, Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Hurtlwan. 
,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

,, Dr. Deb:i IVasad Sarbadhikari, c.i.F. 

,, Mr. A. Martin. 

,, Mr. H. R. A. Irwin. 

,, Babu Bhabendra Cliandra Ray. 

,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

The ai/€s being 18 and the noes 22, the resolution was lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

The Hon'ble Babu Akhil ('handka Datta movtnl the following 
Resolution ; — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council the issue of an order 
prohibiting the accommodation in solitary or separate cells of R^y political 
prisoner arrested or imprisoned under the Defence of Imlia (Criminal Law 
Amendment) Act, 1915, or Bengal Regulation III of 1818. 


He said : — 

“The views of the Indian public on the question of solitary confineineiit 
of political prisoners in cells have been brought to the notice of the Govern- 
ment on numerous occasions in this Council in the shape of interp)ellatk)nH. 
I do not propose, therefore, to make a lengthy speech on this occasion. 1 
shall only state my objections ad seriatim, I protest against confinement in 
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Holiiary oelln becauwe it in illegal. I protest against solitary confiiioment 
h(^cauHC‘ according to medical opinion it is injurious to health, inducing mental 
breakdown. I protest against it because we learn from Major Arthur 
Oeorge Frederick Griffiths, His Majesty’s Inspector of Prisons, that some 
advanced thinkers have denounced the institution of separate cells as the 
greatest crime of the present age. I protest against it because the history 
of solitary confinement in Bengal for the last three or four years has estab- 
]ish(‘(J l)eyond doubt that the inevitable effect of such confinement in most 
(‘.asGH is not only mental breakdown, but also insanity in some cases. I 
protest against it because cloistered seclusion is an artificial condition quite 
at variance with human instincts and habits. I protest against it because 
Bengal Regulation III of 1818 lays down that due attention should be paid to 
the health of every State prisoner confined under that Regulation. I protest 
against it b(*caus(^ apart from the express provision of the Regulation, the 
principl(‘ cannot be disputed that every political prisoner is the ward._ of the 
Stat(3, and tlu' State is bound in law and honour to take proper care of his 
health. I protest against it because in spiles of our repeated requests the 
Government have not yet told us why and under what law jmlitical prisoners 
ar(' confined in solitaiy cells. Some time ago I asked for information why 
Jyotish (diandra Gliose was confined in a solitary (^ell. This question was 
a ])art of a larger (pi(‘stion consisting of several clauses. All the othc*r parts 
W(U'(‘ answered, but no information was vouchsafed on this point. The 
(juestion was simply passed over without giving any answer or reason. I 
seriously conq)lain against this sort procedure. My question was admitted 
by Your Fxcidhmcy and I had a right to get an answer. But 1 thought the 
oniission migiit not aft(*r all be intentional, and might possibly be due to an 
<)V(*rsight on the part of Secretary. The withholding of tlu^ inforniat ion 
'•-onfirmod the susj)icion (d tlie public that the solitary confinement of Jyotisli 
was absolut(‘Iy indtdensible. But. I was still anxious that tlu^ Government 
slioubi not bo (condemned unheard. With tliat obj(-ct in view 1 rtqxMted my 
'jUt‘Sti()n in a subseciuent mec^ting, thus giving th<^ OoverniiKUit an ()))))orr unity 
lo explain tlu*ir position and take the public into tluur confidenct*. But, my 
Lord, on this occasion thc‘ question itself was disallowed. I appeal to Your 
Kxcidlency to consiih^r whether this procedure is calculated to allay the 
discontent which nobody can (bmy exists in the public mind. My Lord, the 
))ublic ar(^ thus quite in tlu‘ dark as to tlie grounds and circumstanct^s under 
which [political prisoners are confined in solitary cells. I maintain tln^ ] ublic 
have a riglit to know why such an extreme measure should be adopted by 
th(‘ Govm-nnnmt with respect to j)olitical prisoners who after all are not 
' )rd i uary criminals. 

My Lord, I insist on justice and fair treatment for these people.” 


Tlu‘ Hon’l)le Sik Henry Wheeler said : — 

*■ Sir, the resolution before the Council has reference to men falling under 
three categories : those who are detained under Regulation III of 1818, those 
who are arrested, and those who are imprisoned under the provisions of the 
Did once of India Act. In so far as the resolution touches upon men detained 
under Regulation III, these men are dealt with under the instruction and 
authority of the Government of India, who sign the warrants for their deten- 
tion, ami to that extent the question is somewhat outside the purview of the 
local Council. Hut, in so far as it has been raised, and certain arguments 
have been used which have also a bearing on men to whom the provisions of 
the Defence of India Act have been applied, and in so far as complaints of 
the character now adduced have been constant and persistent, we are glad 
enough to explain the facts in order, if possible, to dispel some of the 
suspicions which seem to weigh upon the minds of Hon’ble Members. 



1018.] Resolutions. 515 

Sir Henry Wheeler. 

In the firBt place, I may so far lighten the discuBsion by stating that 
persons who are convicted of any offences under the Defence "of India rules 
are treated like ordinary convicts. That, therefore, merely leaves those wlm 
are dealt with under Regulation III of 1818, and those who are uiider deten- 
tion under the Defence of India Act pending enquiry. 

“ The use of the word ‘ cells ’ has been taken advantage of to conjure up 
pictures which are not consistent with the actual facts. From the criticisms 
occasionally made it might be inferred that the cell in an Indian priso!i is 
some evil dungeon into which people are thrown, to be cast asidt*, forgott(ui 
by man and cut off from all communication with the outer world, ddu* ctdl 
in an Indian jail is not, however, of that character; as doubtless thos(‘ who 
are visitors of jails have seen, cells are separate compartments, usually in a 
row, either facing a common yard or, in some cases, separate yanis in tin* 
form of small enclosures attached to them. Th(‘ reasons why men dealt with 
under Regulation III are placed in cells are mainly three : In the first f)lace 
if they are not placed in these cells, they would be groupcul with ordinary 
convicts, and against that course there would certainly be complaint s, and 
reasonably so. Secondly, by placing thc^so men in cells, it is possible to afiord 
them more favourable personal treatment in certain re>spects tlian wi>uld 
otherwise be the case. I will explain later how’ in cm-tain matters th(‘se inm 
are given special treatment, d'hirdly, in the interests of jail dis(‘ij)lin(*, ii ih 
imf)OHsible to allow these men unrestricted association .among th(‘mKelves. 
Many of them are dangerous cha?*acters ; if they are allowiul inin‘stric;t(^d 
association there is><*very reason for believing that th(‘y will eonspar(> agaiiist 
the discipline of th<' jail Jind get into communication wit h tlu' outt‘r woild. 
We have had exatjq)les to that (effect in the past. 1 iit‘(‘d men ly rtuiiiml 
tlu^ Council of the (‘arlier ilays of the seditious movemcmt wlit*n, by reason of a 
C(*rtain amount of laxity in sup)ervision, revolvers w'cn^ smuggled into a jail 
and a gross murder was committed. Ilon’bh* M(unb<n*s hav(‘ also j>rol)ably 
seen w^hat recently haf.>pened at the ilazaribagh »Iail, wln n* p)rlsorn‘rs (*on- 
nected with the seditious movcMnent overpowered their warders and esc*ap<‘d 
in considerable number. Tt is essential, therefore, tliat Ave should have 
regard to the maintenance of jail discipline by extucising such pn^cautions 
as vve may consider iu*ces6ary\ 

“ I will now deal with tlje allegation that these nam are held in solitarv 
confinement — a statement wdiich is often made; I assert that it is not t rii(\ 
and my answer to the Ilon’ble Member's long category of protests is tliat 
these men are not treated in solitary confinement. Solitary confinenuujl is 
a definite and defined thing, and I may explain to the C'ouncil what ii means 
under our rules. There are three categories of confimunent wdiicli are 
popularly called solitary confinement, nameli^^ solitary confiiKUiuuit f>rofM r, 
cellular confinement, and Hef)arate confinement. These ar(^ defined as follows 
in our Jail Code : — 

‘ Solitary confinement ^ is confinement in a cell, with or without labour, 
HO as to entirely seclude the prisoner both from the sight of, and communi- 
cation with, other pirisoners. 

* Cellular confinement * is confinement in a cell, with or without labour, 
so as to entirely seclude the prisoners from communication with, but not from 
sight of, other prisoners. 

‘Separate confinement ’ is confinement in a cell, with or without labi>ur, 
so as to seclude the prisoner whilst in his cell from communication with, but 
not from sight of, other prisoners. 

“ That, Sir, is the description of solitary confinement as known to the 
Jail Code, and I presume it is not to be inferred that we have applied to 
these men form of torture which’ is unknown to the Code. 
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‘‘ Tlie treatment meted out to these men is as the poles apart from 
these classes of confinement to which I have just referred, and I will indicate 
some of the leading points in the rules, which have the approval of the 
Government of India, regarding the treatment of these men. In the first 
place, the rules provide, among other things, for special furniture to be 
placed in the cells, including lanterns, beds, mosquito curtains and mats. 
These men are allowed to wear their own clothes, and friends may send 
them extra clothing and bedding. If they themselves are unable to supply 
sufficient clothing and bedding, the deficiency is made good by Government. 
They receive at the jail expense the food to which they are accustomed in 
their own station of life ; the hhadralolc class receive the same quality of 
rice as is used in the jail hospital. At the discretion of the Superintendent 
and under the usual restrictions as to examination, friends may send in 
extra provisions, and, if desired, a reasonable supply of cigarettes and tobacco 
is provided. They are allowed interviews with their relatives and friends, 
a special day being set apart for that purpose, and they are allowed to 
write one or two letters every week. They are not allowed to read news- 
papers, but recently (they have always been supplied with news of the 
war) we have allowed them to see the Illustrated Edition of “The Times of 
India.” They are allowed books, both vernacular and English, from the jail 
lil)rary and outside. Special grants have been made to jail libraries in 
order that books may be provided, and when a desire is indicated to read any 
Hpe(nal l)Ook the Superintendent tries to^et it. It is laid down in the rules 
that, so far as practicable, facilities may be given to obtain any books which they 
d ^sire. So much as regards their life in the cells, and we now come to the 
inoH' particular point of the alleged solitary nature of tht‘ confinement. Our 
prt'sent rules lay down that all political prisoners shall take t^xercist* outside 
their cells for a period of at least one hour each morning and evening and 
during this time they may associate, under supervision, with one another. 
Apart from this daily exercise, and subject to the onlinary jail routine, they 
are also allowed to associate together outside their cells except for the pericxl 
during which they are locked up for their midday sleep. If they wish it, they 
aia^ allowed to have a course of physical drill, and they are permitted and 
encouraged to practise* carpentry and any other useful work which enables 
thorn better to pass their time, while books of instruction, tools and materials, 
such as wood, etc,, are provided for the purpose. I may mention that when I 
visit ed the Dacca Jail I came across a person there of an artistic temperament 
who was busy ])ainting- 


“ These are the rules which govern the treatment of thc^se men, and I 
maintain that in no sense can that treatment be described as solitary confine- 
ment, but apart from the rules, I may also refer Hon'ble Members to an 
account which we have had both from the Superintendents of the Presidency 
and Alipore Jails as to what was actually done with reference to these men, 
even prior to the most recent amendments which have still further relaxa- 
tions. It is a living record of what they did. and I will touch upon it briefly. 
Soon after daylight, at about 5-80 they were unlocked and allowed to exercise 
separately; after that they had their chota hazrt at 7-30 a.m., and then 
they wore allowed to associate with one another, the worst class being placed 
under some degree of supervision and limited to half an hour, but the 
rest not ; during this period they wore allowed to play cards, badminton 
or take any other reasonable forms of exercise. After this period of associ- 
ation the worst class were allowed to exercise separately and sit outside their 
cells. They then had their breakfast. I have here details of the food that 
is given ; they are allowed the privilege of cigarettes, fruits and other sweet- 
meats. At midday they retire to their cells, but in the afternoon, at 4-30, 
they were let out of their cells again and allowed similar association, after 
which they had their dinner and were finally locked up for the night. 
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The bodts of the Presidency Jail library number 482 volumes. Friends may 
send poractioally anything, such as clothing, biscuits, fruits, ere., subject to 
the Superintendent’s approval. The special furniture jirovide 1 for them 
includes mosquito curtains, table, chair and writing tacuities. The account 
of the Alipore Jail is on similar linos and scarcely needs recapitulation. 

‘‘ Sir, 80 long as it is necessary to deal with these mmi undiu' Rtvulatii)M 
III of 1818 and fo place them in our jails, wo cannot place them otht*r\vise 
than in these colls, but to characterize that treatment as solitary coniinement 
is, I submit, an absolute misrepresentation of the fa(‘ts.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Dehendra Chandra Ghosh Rahadtr sail : — 

‘‘My Lord, after hearing Sir Henry Wheeler. I do not wiish to say any- 
thing on this resolution”. 

Tlie Hoii’ble Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitka Hahadi r said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I wish to speak on this subjtH't as public mind is ao^itating 
over this matter as wo I’ead in th»> pai>ors. Sonu' tiim‘ ago 1 put a (piostion in 
this Council fis to the necessity of appointing a visiting (‘omniitttM‘ to t>xamine 
the condition of tin* I was told in answi'r that iindto’ the (n-ders of 

th(* Government of India tlio I)istri<*t Magistrate visits pm’sons. 1 had 

an idea in my mind that non-official gt>nt lemon should allowed to go to 
t ho cells or places whertW lie detenu.^ are confined. Now if this pi-oC(‘(lnrt‘ 
were allowexl t hei'e would have been less agitation. d'be j)(x)j)l(^ art* ol opinion 
tliat the h<^alth of tlic^se persons has b(H>n injured. It is a (pn^stion of fact — 
sonic* people say "no ”, s»mie pixijih' say ' y<‘‘^ *. J>ut tin* whoh* (jnestion may 
be decided if non-official gentlemen arc* allow(‘d to (*xaniinc* politic al )>riHonc*rs 
and then they vvill bo in a position to iinchu'stand whedhe^r tbcmaimour that is 
spreading throughout thc^ eountry is correct or not. In tliis vic*w of Hic* matte*!- 
I beg to sujiport the rc'sol ution ”. 

The Hon’ble Maclvi Arih. Kasem said : — 

Afte*r the statcuuent of the Ilon’bb* Sir Hc^nry Wliecder, with r»‘l«een( i* 
to this resolution, I clo not tliink 1 would be justiticnl in speaking on it Init 
at the; same time* I crave Your Kxecdleiicy’s permisHion to say a few words 
with referc*nc*e to anotlic*r matter altog#;ther. My Lord, to-day is the last day 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Ih*atson Bell sits on this (Joiiiunl — 


The President 8ai(i : — 

“Order, order. I think 1 had better explain here* that tin* lloudde 
Maulvi Abxil Kascjiu expressed to me a desire- to give him an of)j)ortunity oi 
saying a few w'ords witli reganJ to the' departure of the Hoidbh- Mr. fieatson 
Bell to another province. I pointed out to the Hon’bh- Membe*!- that witbout 
suspending the rules it Woiilei be difficult fen* me tode) se^and In^ sugge*ste*d that 
he might be able to say a word or two in this connection upon* one of the 
resolutions to be debated. I indicated or intended to indi(;ate* to liiin that I 
would not listen toeT strictly to what he said, but henj h(^de'clan*h his intention 
of making a speech on an entirely different subject. I am afraid 1 cannot 
stretch the rule sufficiently wide fo^ that. I supposed the Hon’ble Member in 
the Qourse of his speech w*ould say that he was quite sure that Government 
always did their best to treat the detenus well and that with Mr. Beatson 
Bell as a Member of that Goverufttent there could indeed he no doubt of it. 
or something of that kind. But as it is I am afraid I cannot stretch the 
rule So wide as the Hon’ble Member requires.” 
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The Hon’ble 1!ai Rai>ha Chakan Pal Bahadur said : — 

My Lord. 1 imi not speaking of Mr. Beatson Bell whom we ought to 
bid a respc'Ctful farewell aB we are now living in solitary cells, but we 
may have occasion to do so after this item is finished. I have listened 
wit h great interest to the speech of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. When- 
ever a lucid and clear explanation is given which satisfies the most inquisi- 
tive amongst us we are the first to come forward and thank the Government 
or the Member of the Government who gives us an opportunity of doing so. 
1 thank Sir Henry Wheeler for the very lucid and interesting statement 
that he has made and tlif* information he has given. 

“My Lord, Ik* has quoted some of the jail rules and I am sure that when 
he himself visited some of the jails lie found that these rules were being observ- 
(^d, but, my Lord, there is a widely different public feeling outside the 
Members of your GovernnKuit and amongst the non-official visitors of the jails, 
When some of these visitors (I have been lionoured with an appointment) 
expressed th(*ir desire to look into tlu^ condition of some of these political 
firisoners under the Defence of India Act they were told that it was not their 
function to do so and they are simply to look into the condition of the 
ordinary criminals. Tlu^y had naturally to turn their steps in another direc- 
tion. My Lord, I accept unhesitatingly the information given by the Hon’ble 
Sir H(‘nry Wheeler, but as the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
has said it would be much more gratifying to our community and to the 
p(‘Ople concerned if the non-official visitors were allowed the same opportunity 
of judging the condition of these prisoners and of s(‘eing how they are treated 
there. 

“ I think, my Lord, in this respect some orders may be isseud to the jail 
authorities. I have seen some cells in the jails provid(‘d with tolerably good 
furniture where, as far as I could see, Anglo-Indian and Chinese prisoners 
were placed, but 1 have not seen tin* cells where political prisoners or 
prisoiKUS under tin* Defence of India Act art; pilaeed and thei'efore cannot 
say anything about them. ’I’he Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has visited some 
of th(‘se cells and we must accept his statement. 1 hope that some steps may 
be taken to give a largm' o[)portunity to my countr>uium to see tle^ condition 
of tlieS(‘ iirisoners in jail.’’ 


Thi* llon’ble Bauu Akhil Chandra Datta said : — 

“ My Lord, I have learnt with great pleasure that rules on the subject by 
themselves are nothing but desirable, but at the same time allow me kindly 
to say this, that if I have been able to follow the reply of the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler I do not think he has said anything with respect to that 
portion of my speech in which 1 said that as a matter of fact solitary 
confinement of the political prisoners have led in many cases to mental 
breakdown and in some cases to actual insanity. I may take it that is a 
suggestion which it was not intended to be rebutted. If that is so, 
the rules, however good in themselves, can serve tio useful purpose whatso- 
ever. It is not the first time that I have made the allegation in this Council : 
the allegation has been made, if I remember aright, for more than a year 
m the jt^ress and if in spite of that representation and if in spite of the 
allegation that I made in my initial speech there is nothing to be said 
on behalf of Government, my submission is that the rules, however good they 
may be, cannot bring salviftion. I am inclined to place very much value upon 
the excellence of the rules only if it is a fact that my complaint is based upon 
a mere misrepresentation and there is no such thing as solitary eonfinenaent in 
solitary cells of [lolitical prisoners. If that is so and if that is true then, 
my Lord, my submission is that I do not see why there should be any 
objection on the part of 43loveriiment in accepting at all events that portion of 
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my repolurion which runs likt^ tins: Tiiis ('ouncil rrc-onimcuds lo the 

Governor in Council to issue ail or ler prohihiting accouiniodal ion in solitary 
cells.” I am deleting only these two expressions “solitary et^lls." Theii 
so far as my resolution relates to solitary cells that may 1 h‘ aeeepttnl by the 
Government rejecting that portion which refers to “ separate cells. ’ If this 
is accepted by Government 1 am quite prepared to withdraw my resolution 
with respect to separate cells. ' 

The Hond)le Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

'‘My Lord, I did not follow clearly part of tin' Hi'ii’ble MtmdK'r’s 
remarks, but he seemed to contend that the statements, which he* claims to 
have repeatedly made in this Council, that the mental c(»ndition of these men 
has been affected by the solitary nature of their c.onlim inent, havt^ not bium 
challenged and that he may tlun*efore takt^ it that iln‘se statmiumts nvv 
correct and unrebutted ; 1 can only point out that 1 havt‘ btn n tmdea vouring 
for the last ten minutes or so, to t^xplain that these imm arc not subjected u» 
solitary confinement at all, and that what(*vcr unfortunate^ rt^sult s t o t hei r 
health may have happened, they (‘annot be attributt‘d to t hat cause. 

“ As regards the suggested ainendimuit of this resc)lution, I object, and 
I object on principle. A resolution is dtd>ated as it is framed, and toanunid it 
after discussion is merely calculatetl to h‘ad to misunderstanding as to what 
w«as, or was not, the attitude of Government. 1 have alia^ady stated that so 
long as these men are in our jails, they must be put in cells and tliat 
cannot be avoided; I am not prepiarod to acct‘pt any mo iific*ation of the 
resolution which might afterwards b(‘ constriu^d as an assurance that t In^st^ 
men would not be pdaced in cidls. Our contention is that th(\y.arc‘ not placcnl 
in solitary confinement in tdie ordinary acceptance of t lie tcuun.’ 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Habit Akhil Chandra Datta moved tin* following resolutimi ; — 

^riiis Council recommends to the Governor in ( hmncil that a Mi^dical 
Board be appointed consisting of officials and non-officials — 

(а) to examine Babu dyotish Chandra Ghosh who is now under 

detention under Bengal Regulation III of 1H18 in tlie Jh rham- 

pore Lunatic Asylum ; 

(б) to ascertain whether he is insane ; 

(r) if he is found to be insane, to investigate into tlic causes ol hiK 
insanity ; 

{d) to submit a report about the present condition of his In^alth ; and 

{e) if necessary, to consider what steps should bc^ taken lor his 

treatment. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, there has been considerable discussion about this matter in 
the press which for the sake of argument, let ft\e say, may be based upon 
absolute misrepresentation. But at the same time I do submit that in view 
of tl^e persistent and prolonged character of that misrep>resentation it is 
desicable in the interest of the Government, that it should he removed and 
that very useful purpose will be served by the Board which I have recom* 
mended in this resolution. The appointment of that Board will not do any 
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injury to anybody. Their report may be bad or indiflerent. And even if it is a 
bad report it will not bind the Government in any way. The personnel of the 
Board will be in the hands of the Government. But if a Committee is 
appointed it v/ill show that Government is willing to conciliate public opinion so 
far as this particular matter is concerned. Therefore I hope Your Excellency’s 
Govern itient will see their way to accept this resolution. 


Tlie Hon’ble Siu Henry Wheeler saiti : — 

My Lord, in so far as this particular individual is being dealt with 
under Regulation III of 1818, the remarks which I made in connection with 
the previous resolution as regards the proper place for its discussion, are 
applicable, but for somewhat similar reasons, and especially having regard 
to tlie publicity which has been given to this case and the criticisms which 
hav(» made about it, we are glad to liavo this opportunity to explain here 

what the facts are. 

‘‘ Th(^ first point, which I would like to mak(^ clear, is that, although this 
man is a(‘tually at this moment detained under Regulation 111 of 1818. it is 
jiierely on account {>f his health that he lias not been placed on his trial for 
Htnious and grave offences. His prosecution for the grave offence of waging 
war against tlie British Crown and certain other eognatr^ sections had been 
actually saiictioned in May last. The Court whicli would have tried him had 
been constituted, and ho would have been put on bis trial bad it not lieen 
lor th(‘ fact that a nnmtal breakdown supervened an<l he was certified by 
our nunlical office's as unfit to stand his trial. 1 think that this fact is little 
known to tin' outside' world, when we are accused of having kept this man 
in jail without bringing any charges against him ; tlu' facts are that he is in 
a position more akin to that of an un<ler-t rial ])risoner. 

“ Tlu' gt'ih'ral tenor of th(' statt'ments and criticisms wl)i(di have hi'on 
inado about this ease* — 1 am not particularly reh>rring lo wliat has been said 
in this (’ouncil, hut to what we frequently rea<l in the newspapers — is that 
it is owinu; mainly to tin' harsh ami brutal treatment to which this man has 
1 ) 0(01 subj(‘cted that his mind is giving way. and that t government have dealt 
with his ease callously and brutally. 1 hope to he able to show that tii^s is 
not true. 


Ev(o* since the mental condition of this man gave cause for anxit'ty, 
it lias h(3on c irt'fully examined hotli l>y this Local Government and the 
Government of India, and I have hero a l)ulky file of reports which have 
l)een submitted to the ( jovernment of India on this case. His mental state 
first gave cause for anxh'ty while he was in the RajshaUi Jail, and am^ther 
prisoner was told off* to keep him company. Early in April. Major Ih^ehles, 
who is our ivcognizt'd t'XptM'l on mental dis(‘ases, was specially sent from the 
Ih'rliampon^ Lunatic Asylum to examine the case. Orders were similarly 
issinnl by the Governnamt of India at that time that the man sliould be 
given any amenities which could he safely allowed and which were' likely to 
conduce to restoration of his health. On the fith March, at a time when 
lu' was merely suffering from melancholia and hallucination, the District 
Magistrate of Rajshahi definitely reported that he had no complaint t (3 make 
ab(3ut Ids treatmi'iit. That was when he was in the Rajshahi Jail. Subse- 
quent to the visit of Major Peebles, he was transferred to the Berhatnpore 
Jail in order that Major Peebles might exercise constant supervision over him. 
That was in the beginning of May, and there again another prisoner was told off 
to keep liim company. In June, we sent Col. Deare. who is one of the leajiing 
physicians of Calcutta, specially to -see this man in consultation with Major 
Peebles. In August, after this man had been seen several times by Lieuten- 
nnf-Ooh^nel Buchanan, who although visiting the jail in his capacity as 
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Inspector-General of Prisons, is, us we all know, a medical man, ho was trans- 
ferred to the Berhampore Lunatic Asylum, on Lieutonant-Colonol Buchanan’s 
advice that he would be better treated in the asylum than was possible in the 
jail. Subsequent to that. Major Peebles was transferred to the Lunatic 
Asylum at Ranchi and Major Moses came to Beihainpore. Earl^^ this yt^ar we 
again sent up Captain Hume, attached to the Presidency General Hospital, to 
examine the case in consultation with Major Moses. riierefon*, ever sinct' 
February last, we liave had constant and repeated examinations of tins man by 
the best medical opinion available, and Governimmt hav(' k(‘pt in a constant 
touch with the various stages through which his case has passed. However, 
we have done more than this. SonH‘ time before wt*! liatl notice* of this 

resolution we dt^cided to address the mother of the man to the ellect 

that if it would tend to satisfy iier appndiensions to call in n noii-otlicinl 
medical man of her own choit^e, we would irive him ail facilities. She 
has since nominated Dr. Mrigendra Ltil Mitra of this cily and we 

have addressed him asking whetln*!* he is willing to go. If he is 

willing to do so, we shall constitute anotln'i* lioard probably consisting of 
him, Major Peebles, tJaptain Hume and Major Months who is in charge of 
the case. We shall therefore airain lau^eivc* tht‘ir opinion, and on its receipt 
W(‘, shal 1 gi ve it our full and candul attention in consultat ion with tln^ Gov^ern- 
nient of India. As has benm pr(‘viously stated in this (MHincil, the substance 
of the reports that have been rt^an vaMl at oin* tinn*. or anothen* is to t In^ (dl’ect 
that, whatever may he the (!as(^ n<»w, tln're an^ rc^asons lor b(‘li(‘ving that this 
man began probably by malingering and feigning insanily ; but it was ]>ointed 
out even at that tiim', that it was possible that he would induc(^ a state of 
n^al insanity. Whether this has occurred or not, it is now for the Mo<lical 
Board to say, but it is a question wheithm- a statt^ of midam holic stupor imay 
not now hav’’i'> int.erv’'en(^d. How(^V(^r, we shall hav<'» tliis furthiM’ Boar<l and 
we shell see what their opinion is. 

“ Th(‘-se, vSir, an^ the facts. If it is understood that what is \nnn ' done 
covers what is iiitmided by the resolution, I hav<* no objection to allow the 
resolution to go as a('Cept(*d, since it merely su ^gc^sts steps whitdi havu) 
1 ) 01 *, n already taken, ” 

The Hon’bU* Rai Uebendka Chanoka Ghosh Baiiiiuik sai 1 : — 

“My Lortl, after what has fallen from tin' llon'bh*, Sir Henry \\ hoel(*r, I 
do not wish to weary the (Viumul by saying anything furtlno*. I am gratified 
t-o hear that Government is prej>a?*ed, as I gather, to acc(‘pt the resol ution. 

The Hon’bh* Babu Akhie Chandua Datfa said ; — 

]yjy Lord, as far as 1 have bi^en abh* to f<>llow the Hon ble ^b>ir Henry 
Wheeler, In* prac^tic^ally accepts my r(‘(n)mmt‘iidationK. In view of this (lecision 
I have only to express my gratefulness ia him and I huv(^ nothing more tf> 
add.” 


The motion was then j ut and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjourm^d to 11 a.m., on ddiursday, tin*. Ith April, 
1918, at Government Houst*, Calculta. 

A. M. IICTCIHSON, 

to the Govt, of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council (Qffg,). 


KJalcutta, 

The 12th April, 1918. 
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APPENDIX A. 

(Referred to in the Answer to Question No. I). 

Statement showing the amounts of which payments were sanctioned by District 
and Local Boards in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions during 1917 
for the excavation of tanks specially reserved for drirdcing water^ inclusive 


of charges on account of land acquisition 

DiMtriot and Ixxial BoardM. Amoant. 

K«. 

Burdwan District Board ... ... ... 1,208 

Midiiapore ditto ... ... ... 7,335 

Badar Local Board, Hooghly ... ... ... 2,000 

Serampore Local Board ... ... ... 7,660 

Howrah District Board ... ... ... 5,155 

24-Pargana8 District Board ... ... ... 90,676 

Murshidabad ditto ... ... ... 3,021 

Jessore District Board ... ... ... 14,214 

Khulna ditto ... ... ... 12,049 

Birbhiim ditto ... ... ... 8K2 

Nadia ditto ... ... ... 450 


No other payments are reported as having been sanctioned by other 
District and Local lioards in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. 


APPENDIX B. 

(Hefkkkeo to in the Answer to Question No. 11). 

Statement showing the number of passengers who travelled to and from 
Nabadioipa station on the East Indian Railway and the amount of fares 
earned thereon by the East Indian Railway each year^ since the opening 
qf this station. 



Fhom 

Nabauwma. 

To 

Nauauwifa. 

Pkiuod 

Number of 

F»reH earned by 
E. I. Ity. 

Number of 
paAseiigern. 

Fare« earned by 
E. I. Ry 



Rs. 


Rs. 

1-4-1912^0 31-3-1913 

... 63,37;$ 

35,415 

72,324 

32,688 

1-4-1913 to 31-3-1914 

69,237 

40,522 

79,635 

41,270 

1-4-1914 to 31-3-1915 

72,118 

41,360 

85,132 

44,355 

1-4-1915 to 31-3-1916 

81,692 

43,503 

90,983 

46,149 

1-4-1916 to 31-3-1917 

89,923 

44,011 

93,160 

45441 

1-4-1917 to 28-2-1918 

... 64,888 

39,840 

66,858 

44,663 


B. ii. Prow— 2-5-191S— 40J— 350— A. J. D’M 



Ahsiraet of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legishitire Council assembled under 
the j)^ovi8ions of the Government of Imlia Art, 1915. 


The Council mot in tlio Cvi)un(*il Cliainlu'r a.t Cc^vornmont 11 <hiso 
C alcutta, on Thursday, the -Itli April, 1918, at 11 a.m. ' 

Present : 

His Excei.lency the Right IIox’hle Lawrence .John Lumley Lcndas, 
Earl of Konaldshay, g.c.i.e., Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Betigaf Presiding, a 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, k.cm.e., (\s.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. 1). Reatson Rei.l, c.s.l, c.le. 

The Hon’l>lo Sir Satyendra Pi iASANNA SlNHA. K I . 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Ccmming, ( .s.l, c.le. 

Tlie H()n’[)le Mr. '’J\ C. P. Gibbons, k.('. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. J. Sievenson-Moore, c.v.o. 

Tlu^ Hon’ble Mr. J. 11. Kerf,, (\s.l, c.le. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, c.i.e. 

Thti Hon’ble Mr. L. 8. 8. O’Mali.ey. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’ble Lt.-Col. W. J. Bcchanan, (,le., j..m.s. 

/ 

The Hori’ble Mr. C. H. Homfas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Payne. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. R. H. Panton. 

The Hon’ble Rai Pkiya Nath Mukharji Rahvdcr, i.s.o. 

The Hon’bie Ihtibham-ul-Mclk Rais-ud-Daci.a Amir-ul-Omrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif ’Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur 
Mahabat Jang, k.c.h.i., k.c.t.o., Nawalj Ralia<lur ol Murshniabad. 

The Hon'ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.i.e. 
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The Hon’ble Dr. Nilbatan Sark ah. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Mackenzie. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Woot^, c.i.e. 

The Hori’ble Mr. Aminuk Rahman. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikebh Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. Glen. 

The Hon’bl(‘ Rev. Dr. G. Howellb. 

% 

The Hon’l)le Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

Tlie Iloii’ble Kumar Shir Shekhakeswar Ray. 

'J’he Hon’ble liARU Hrojendra Ki-uoit Ray Ciiaudhuki. 

% 

'I'lie Hon’hle Dk. Deba Pkasad Sarbadhikaiu, (m.k. 

TJif' ll()n’l)le Rai Debenheb Chundeu Ghose Bahadeb. 
'J'hc Hon’lilo Kai Ramia Chauan Pal Baiiadi k. 

'I'ho Hon’l.le Mn. ¥. W. Caktek, c.i.e. 

The Ilon’hle Mk. E. B. Eden. 

The Hoi) Mile Mil E. A. Maktin. 

The IloiiMile Dil AiiDni.LA-AL-MAMnN Suhkawabdy. 

M’ho Hon Mile Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Madlvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

'Phe Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All 

The Hon’ble Rai Ski Nath Ray Bahadck. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadck. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

TKe Hon’ble Babu Kishoki Mohan Chaudhubi. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray : — 

• 1 . 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Gazetted British officers in each of the districts 
of this Presidency in January. 1914, and in January, 1918; 
and 

(it) the amount paid as salary to them ? 

(б) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there has been a reduction in the number of such officers. 

(ii) whether they have been replaced by Indians; and 
(ni) the amount paid as salary to them in January, 1918? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

■■ A statement* giving tlie information requiroil is laiil on tlio f-il)l<‘.’ 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K Fazl-ui.-Haq ; — 

*2 

{a) Is it a fact that there are two telephones in the privaU> chamber 
of the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta at the Baiik.shall Street 
Police Court — one having a general line of communication and another having 
a direct line of communication with the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta? 

{b) If so, what is the cost to Government for maintaining — 

(/) the general line of communication, and 
{ii) the special line of communication ? 

(r) On what matters do the Commissioner of Police and the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate communicate with each other over the special line? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

■ (a) There are two telephones in the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s room, 
connected with the Bengal Telephone Company s Exchange and the other 


one 


a direct line to the Commissioner of Police 
(5) The cost is as follows ; 


Exchange telephone 
Direct fine 


Atirttml fOHt 

Rs. A. 

187 8 

200 0 


(c) On questions affecting the criminal administration of Calcutta.” 

By the Hon’ble Mauevi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq ; — 

#3 

(a) la it a fact that the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
heard the reports of all police cases at Lai Bazar in a room to which the 
public were admitted ? 


orticpiH 

in 

vlifttnctH. 


T»'|fpllOI»®8 III 
Oip L’liii'f 

Mujfiatrnto’M 

Court. 


Uftport rooiriH 
of the CoffimiH" 
niofier and the Dy 
CommiMMonBni 
of Police. 


Appendix A 
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(5) Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Southern 

District, Calcutta, hears the rei>orts of all police cases in his report room at 
Fenwick Bazar to which the public are admitted ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Northern 

District, Calcutta, hears the reports of all police cases in his report room at 
Jorahagan to which the public are not admitted? If so, why? 

{d) Is it a fact that the i)leaders appearing for parties are sometimes 

admitted and sometimes not admitted into the report room of the Deputy 

Commissioner, Northern District? 

{e) Is it also a fact that the pleaders and other people are not provided 
■with seats either inside or outside of the Dej)Uty Commissioner’s report room 
at Jorabagan, and that they have to wait for hours in crowded corridors 
before they can gain admission to the report room ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The public and pleaders appearing for the parties are ordinarily 
admitted while reports are being heard, but the hearing of reports is not a 
judicial proceeding, and the public and members of the legal profession have 
no claim to admittance as of right. This practice was followed when reports 
were heard by the Commissioner )»ersonally, and is continued now that they 
are heard by the Deputy Commissioners. There is no difference between the 
practice in the Northern and Southern Districts, but in the Northern District, 
the report room is so small that only a limited number of the ptiblic can be 
admitted at one time. Seats are provided in the rejmrt room, and the Bar 
Library and Counsels’ waiting-room is only five yards away.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-H.4Q : — 

*4. 

j ciiHo (.f Kuj (a) Is it a fact that Mr. D. S. Maolure, Deputy Commissioner of 

ttii i>a«i. Police, Northern Districts, Calcutta, ordered the detention of a girl named 
Kaj Lakhi Dasi in the “ Refuge ” in Bow Bazar Street, C’alcutta, in Novem- 
ber last ? 

" ((>) If so, under what provision of law was she ordered to be so 

detained ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a Deputy Commissioner of Police in Calcutta has 
legal authority to order the detention of any person in a Refuge " ? II .so, 
wliSt is that authority ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the girl Raj Lakhi nas not charged with any offence 
before she wao ordered to be detained in the ” Refuge ” ? 

(cj Is it a fact that a Dejiuty Commissioner of Police can only order the 
detention of offenders with a view to their being brought before a Presi- 
dency Magistrate ? 

(/) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of having the girl 
immediately released from detention ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr Kerr : — 

“ The facts of the case are a.s follows ; — 

The girl Raj Lakhi Dasi, who is about 13 years of age, was kept as 
a prostitute in a common brothel by a woman who claimed to be her mother. 
The girl states that she ran away from the brothel on account of the woman's 
ill-treatment and fell into the bands of certain Jews from whom she was 
rescued by the police. As the girl expressed her unwillingness to return 
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to her alleged mother, the Deputy Commissioner arranged tor her to be 
received at the •’ Refuge in B<nv Bazar. The woman thereupon filed a 
complaint under sections 341 and 342 of tlie Indian Penal Code and under 
section 13 C (e) of the C alcutta Polic(* Aet against the Depute Conin’issioiier 
and the iSuperintendent of the Retuge. The Second Presideney Magis 
trate caused the girl to be protlueed before him, and then dismiivstHl the com- 
plaint under section 203 of the C'ode of Criminal I’liHi'dine. An applica- 
tion wan filed in the High Court for the revision of the Magistrate's order, 
but the High Court refused the application. In these eireumstanees, (lov- 
ernment do not propose to interfere in the matter.” 


By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mittra Bahadur ; — 


*5. 

(a) Is it a fact that certain Departments of the Bengal Secretariat 
remained open on the 11th March, 1018, Sivaratri day, an im))ortant Hindu 
festival ? 


liolillUAH III t 

UtMigul 
SffrrlHt irtt. 


(b) Is it a fact that Sivaratri day is c-oiisidered a locval holidiiv? 

(r) Are the Government aware that representations were macie by the 
Hindu assistants to observe the day, but to no efft^et, and that c^ven a half- 
holiday was not given to them ? 


(d) Will the Government l>e pleased to state which Departments were 
kept open on that day ? 


(e) Are the Government aware that t!ie Hon'ble Mr. Beatson Bell from 
his seat in Council declared on the 4th September, 1910, that such holidays 
can be given to clerks on religious grounds ? 

(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry as to why this principle was iKit adhered to in these particular 
cases ? 


(o) Is it also a fact that Hindu holidays are not always given to Hindu 
assistants? If so, are the (Government considering tlie desirability of issuing 
instructions for the closer observance of these days in future? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Donald : — 

(«) Yes. 

(b) It is a Iwal holiday in most districts of the province. 

(e) In certain Dejiartments no representation was made. In others a 
request was submitt/cd for a half-lufliday, as in jirevious years, and it was 
granted in all cases, except in the L(‘gislati\e Dejjartrruuit, wIktc there was 
a heiivy rush of work for the Legislative (Vuineil. 

(d) All Dejfartments except the Public Works Department. 

(c) and (/) The Hon'lile Mr. Beatson Bell, in his remarks on the 4th 
September, 1916, referred only U) holidays ann<)uncc‘d fiy L<K‘al Gfivern- 
ments and not to local holidays. Local holiday.^ are not announced by the 
Local Government and are given at the discretiim of local officers. Clerks in 
the Secretariat are allow^ed a full, or half, holiday on the cKcasion of the 
Sivaratri day, subject to the exigencies of urgent work, and this principle 
was followed this year. 

(ff) Hindu assistants are f)ermitted to avail themselves of Hindu holidays 
save in exceptional cases when there is urgent work to be done. It is 
inevitable that weight should be given to the latter consideration.’* 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

(Ans?cers to ipliich were laid on the fnhlc.) 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasf.m 

(а) Are the Government aware that the liead-constable of tiuna 
Muladi in the district of Bakarganj recently removed a notice, in Bengali 
inviting subscrijitions for the help and support of the Muhammadan inUir- 
nees and their families, which was posted on a board, and hung up at a 
hdt in village Gachina ? 

(б) Is it a fact that the said head -con stable told the people that the 
inovement was anti-Government? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mb. Kerr ; — 

“ (a) From enquiries which have teen made, it appear that the head- 
constable, who had been deputed to Kalika hdt on the 7th February to keep 
order and to prevent Adt-looting, found a man carrying a notice-board and 
beating a drum to attract the attention of the public. On the notice-board 
were notices in Bengali and Persian inviting subscriptions to be used to 
obtain the release of certain Muhammadan detemis. The man who was 
carrying the notice said that he was unaware of its contents and that he 
had been ordered by his master to display it in the hdt. In view of recent 
disturbances at hats, the head-constable thought it undesirable that any such 
demonstration should take place. He accordingly took away the notice- 
board and directed the man not to beat the drum. 

{b) No.” 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem 
II. 

{n) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(?) when the rate of house allowance of Secretariat assistants at 
Darjeeling was fixed; and 

[ii] whether it is a fact that house-rent in Darjeeling during 
the period when the headquarters of the Government are 
located there, has abnormally risen of late years? 

{b) Are the Government considering the desirability of raising the rate 
of house allowance at Darjeeling for Secretariat assistants? 

Answ er by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald ; — 

“(u) (/) In 18S)1. 

(??) It is understood to be the case that the prevailing rates of house- 
rent have risen in recent years. 

(f>) The question has not been considered.” 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem •- 

^^Will the Government be pleased to state what was the total amount of 
travelling allowance drawn by each of the following officers during the 
year 1917 : — 

(u) The Superintendent of Police of — 

(?) Bankura; 

(?i) Birbhum;and 
(???) Burdwan? 



(Questions ond Afutects. 

(b) The Superintendent of Excise of — 

(2) Bankura ; 

(ti) Burdwan ; and 
(Hi) Midmapore? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 


Rs. 

A. 

P. 

1,888 

1 

6 

1,712 

6 

0 

5,162 

10 

0 

1,421 

0- 

0 

3,563 

4 

0 

1,259 

14 

G.” 


f>2i> 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi Ai.x:i- Kasf.tm : — 

IV. 

Will the Government l.e ])Ieased to state — 

(a) what was the total amount of income-tax demand as assessed in 

the district of Noakhali in lOU-lo, 19i:) 10, 1916 17 and 1<>17- 
18, year by year ; and 

(b) whether there has Ixeen any ap[)reciahle im])rtiv(>ment in (lie 

economic condition of the jieojile of Noakliali .■-ince 1914 ? 


.\nswer by the Hon’ble Mr Donald : — 


(a) The demand for each of the years in (juestion is i (ted below:-- 


i9i4-i:> 

191.7-16 

1910-17 

1917-18 


Rs. 

22.745 

23.918 

30.9H6 

47,000 


(b) Government have no definite information on the subject. The 
hgures of income-tax quoted would seem to indicate an imjirovemeiit.’' 


By the Hon’ble Dr. Abullla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy : — 

V. 

Will the Government be pleased to state the numlier of Ounjiorary 
appointments sanctioned by the Director of Agriculture in 1917-18, and the 
number of such appointments given to Muhainmadan> during that year ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

In 1917-18 the Director of Agriculture made apjiointrnents to 107 
temporary posts of which 23 were filled by the afipointrnent of Muham- 
madans.” 


By the Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardv : — 

VI. 

Will the Government be pleased to state the numlier of Christians, 
Hindus and Muhammadans appointed permanently as Superintendents or 
Assistant Commissioners in the Calcutta Police since its establishment ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

The tigures for the last ten years are as follows : — 

1908. um. 1915. 1917. 


Superintendents — 

Christians ... ... 1 

Hindus ... 

Muhaminadaus ... 

Assistant Commissioners (ajipoint- 
ment created in 1916) — 

(yhristiaiiB ... ... 2 

Hindus ... ... 4 

Muhammadans ... 

By tlie Hon’blo Dr. Ahdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy ; — 

VII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state, year by year, the numter 
of Christian, Hindu and Muhammadan ins])ector8 and sub-inspectors 
appointt'd permanently in the Calcutta Police Force during the last ten 
years ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

Appointment is made to the rank of inspector by promotion from the 
rank of sub- inspector ; the particulars of the officers promoted to the rank of 
inspector are as follows : — 



19UK. 

I9u9 1910 

toil. 1912 1913 

1914. 

1915. 

i9ir>. 

1917 

Christians 

5 

4 

1 

i 

... 

2 

2 

5 

Hindus 

2 

•) 

.. •> 

... 

6 

... 

1 

4 

7 

Muhammadans ... 

1 




2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Appointments as 8ul>- 
in0i)^ctors — 









('Christians 

... 

1 1 

... 

1 

4 

2 

... 


Hindus 

11 

S 7 

1 

2 

11 

6 

8 

15 

Muliuniniadans ... 



1 

] 1 

7 

•> 

4 

4 

By the Hon’blc Dr. 

AnnULLA-AL-M.AMUN 

Suhrawardy 

: — 





VIII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, have 
been taken for the ap}X)intment of Muhammadans in the Calcutta Police 
Office ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ Selection for appointment has hitherto been made from candidates 
who offered themselves, preference being given to graduates and tho^ who 
had passed the intermediate examination. The Commissioner of Police has 
arranged ‘that in future all vacancies are to be advertised, a Muhammadan 
being appointed to every third vacancy, and such vacancy being notified to 
the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education 
with a view to secure suitable candidates.” 


}-No appointment in other 
I years. 


j-No appointment made in 
I 1917 . 

j 
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JBy the Hon’ble Dr. Abdui.la-al-Mamun Suhrawaroy : — 


IX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state, year by year, the number 
of Christians, HindiK and Muhammadans appointed as iuinisterial officers 
jin the Calcutta Police office with their res{>ective pay. duriri<r the last 
twenty years ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 


Appoit}iment8 r>/ ministerial officers. 


Ybar. 


Christians. 


Hindus 


MUH AMMAl>A\S 


Number. ' Pay. Number. Pay. I Number. Pav. 


1908 ... 

1909 ... 

1910 ... 

1911 ... 

1912 ... 

19i;i ... 

1914 ... 

1915 ... 

191b ... 

1917 ... 





2 

4 

1 

a 

1 


2 

7 

9 

1 

1 


2 


2 


1 


6 

4 

8 

1 

1 

3 

10 


Rh. 

23 

lOi) 

30 

100 

30 

50 

30 

50 

40 

30 

150 

70 

50 

30 ! 


40 

:^)0 


I 

i 


30 

30 

100 

60 

40 


i 

f 


Rrt. 



1 1 60 


1 30 

I 


I 

I 

I 


1 I 70 


1 30 


1 1 30 


1 to 

1 ! 30 
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By the Hon’ble Dk. Abdulla-al-Mamtj^i Suhrawardy : — 

X. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
Circular No. 1604 — 1612 A. of 1905, on the subject of ConfideBtiai Reports 
and to state whether paragraphs 5 and 7 are observed in the Education 
Department ? 

(/>) Will the Government be pleased to state who are responsible for— 
{!) the submission of confidential reports on — 

(^) Principals of Colleges. 

{ii) Professors, 

{I'ii) Inspecrtors of Schools. 

(?r) Inspectresses of Schools, 

(/•) Assistant Inspectors of Schools, 

Assistant Inspectresses of Schools, 

(rc/) Head Masters of Zilla Schools, and 
(r/?2) Deputy Inspectors ? 

the communication of unfavourable confidential reports to the 
^ officers mentioned above ? 

(r) Will the Government be jrleased to state whether it is to \)e under- 
stood that the officers of the Education Department mentioned above who 
have not been informed of any unfavourable reports against them have not 
been badly rejiorted on as to defects in them which may be cured? 

{d) Will the Government be ))leased to state whether the i)rom()tions of 
the officers mentioned above de])end largely upon confidential reports? If 
so, will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, are taken to 
verify the unfavourable reports? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are con- 
sidering the desirability of verifying unfavourable reports by lefereiice, for 
instance, to District Officers ot Divisional Commissioners, or both, as the 
(‘ase may be ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing that 
all unfavourable reports against the oflicers mentioned above during the last 
three years, if not already communicated, be (ommunicated without further 
delav to the officers concerned in accordance with the Circular No. 1604 
1612 A, daU^d the 23rd March, 1905? 

Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

“(a) A copy of the (h’rculnr^ is laid onthetablo. Paraermphs 5 to 7 
have been superseded by Circular No. 5489-5504 A., dated the 26th June> 
1916, a copy of whiclit in also placed on the table together with a copy of its 
enclosure'.” 

{^) — 

(i) The Director of Public Instruction. 

(li) Principals of colleS»es. 

(?//) The Director of Public Instruction and the Divisional Commis- 
sioner concerned. 

(tv) The Director of Public Instruction. 

(r) Inspectors of Schools and Divisional Commissioners. 

(vt) Inspectresses of S'^^^bools. , t 

(rit) and (viit) Inspectors of Schools, District Officers and Divisional 
Commissioners. * 


^ Vide Appendix B. 

t C* 
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3^ the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhitri : — 

XI, 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state how many officers in 
he Provincial Judicial Service are likely to retire in the course of this year? 

(6) Will the Government l>e pleased to lay on the table a list showing 
he number of enrolled candidates for the Provincial Judicial Service from 
aeh district of the Province? 

{c) Are the Government considering the advisability of giving effect 
he claims of those districts which are either not represented at ^ll, or are 
nadequately represented in the said service, at the time of making new 
ippointments to fill up the vacancies in the current year ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of making new 
ippointments to the said service on a divisional basis, in c‘onsultation with 
he High Court ? ^ 


\nswer by the Hon'ble Mr, Panton : — 

“ (a) One officer retired in February, 1918, and nineteem others are due 
)o retire in the half-year ending Septeml)er 30th, but as the question of 
granting extensions of service to certain of these officers is und(*r the considora- 
:ion of Government, it is impossible to make a definite statement. 

(h) A statement* is laid on the tal>h‘. 

(c) and (d) There is no f)resent intention of departing from the existing 
methods of selection, which are not based upon supposed district or divisional 
daims.’’ 

By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chat^dhuri : — 

xn. 

(a) Is it a fact that in October, 1917, nearly two hundred tenants 

:>f the Mathurapur Estate of Mr. G. Hennessey in Malda now under the 
Pourt of Wards submitted a memorial U) the f Commissioner, Rajshahi ut tin- 
Division, stating their grievances and praying for prote(*tion ? Mntinirapur 

(b) Is it also a fact that the tenants ^of the said estate telegraf)hed 
311 the 18th December, 1917, to Ilis Excellency the (lovernor asking for 
protection ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what acti(ni, if any, has 
lieen taken on the said memorial to the (Commissioner, Rajshalii Division, 
and on the telegram to His Excellency the (xovernor ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mi:. Keki: : — 

(a) About a hundred ttuiants of tin* Mathurapui* Ksiati* suinuiliod a 
memorial to the Commissioner shortly after six annas share r)f the estate 
had been taken in charge by the Court of Wards. This memorial set forth 
no specific grievances and in effect merely amounted to a general request that 
all the old servants of the estate should be discharged. 

(&) Yes. 

(c) An enquiry was made by the Collector of Malda. Ciovernrnent have 
ascertained that the Court of Wards does not consider that any reason has 
been shown for passing a general order of the nature suggested in the 
memorial and that the Manager and Collector can be trusted to take any 
disciplinary action which may be required in the event of misconduct by any 
individtial servant of the estate comine to notie<>.” 


• Fide Appvitdix U. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhtjri : — 

Xlll. 

>«nt« for Will the Government be pleased to state how the grants of Rs. 2,14,000 

BducMioD-” 8i.<i ander heads “ Education ” and “ Public Works Department ” is likely to be 
Public workH expended in 1917-18 ? 

spartmeiit.” 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ It is anticipated that the full airioiinT of Rs. 2,14,000 will not be 
expended, but only Rs. 1,41,527, as follows : — 


R8. 

lijcreane of the pay of trained teachere in aided primary Bchoole 

and maktabB ... ... ... ... ... l,0S,2/)H 

lucreane of the pay of teachers in aided primary bcLooIb and 
maktabs for girls which are condncte 1 as independenSinstitu- 
tioiis unconnected with boys’ schools ... ... ... 16,24^ 

Grant of local allowances at Rs. 20 per mensem to the assistant 

head masters of five vernacular training schools ... ... 1,2(X) 

Honoraria to the teaching staff of three high schools for work in 

connection with the Dacca Training Coll^^ge ... ... l,l>r»0 

Acquisition of land for guru-training schools and construction of 

buildings ... ... ... ... ... 14,471 


Total ... 1,41,7)27” 


iiHlructioii 
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al for tlie 
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!a in police 
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By the Hon’Lle Babu Bkojendra Kishor Ray Chauhhuri ; — 

XIV. 

(rt) Are the Government aware that the inhabitants of Kabarikola, 
and nearly 20 adjacent villages under the police-station Duiai, in the 
district of Pabna, have, for many years, been in the grij) of malaria and 
cholera due to the stoppage of drainage of a number of big hhih, which 
together form a vast sheet of water extending over 2,000 bighas of land in 
the said locality ? 

(h) Is it a fact that in November, 1898, the people of the aforesaid 
locality submitted a petition to the then Collector of Pabna stating their 
grievances and praying for the .construction of a khal for the purpose of 
(Iraining off the excess water of the hhils into the Atrai ? 

(c) Is it a fact that on the above petition a preliminary survey was made 
in 1899, and that the people of the locality paid the cost thereof, and that an 
estimate of the probable cost of the construction of a khal. as prayed for by 
the people, to drain the bhils was also made by the District Engineer ? 

{d) Is it a fact that since then no fruther action has been taken in the 
matter, although later Collectors of Pabna admitted the urgent necessity 
thereof, and supported the scheme of the construction of a khal to drain off 
the excess water of the aforesaid bhUsl 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CMalhey : — 

“ (a) Government have no information. 

(b) It appears from inquiries made from the Collector that a p-eution 
on the subject was submitted to his predecessor in office in 1898. 

(c) The District Board records show that a sum of Rs. 75 was deposited 
by the petitioners for preparing a plan and estimate for the scheme. A 
preliminary survey appears to have b^n made under the suptervision of the 
District Engineer, but the plan and estimate then prepared cannot be traced. 

(rf) No further action was taken until the submission of a petition on 
the subject on the 15th January, 1918, vshich is now under inquiry. Ther?^ is 
nothing in the records of the Pabna Collectorate to show that successive 
Collectors of Pabna held the opinion attributed to them.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu BRoaENDRA Kibhor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XV. 

{a) Has the attention of the Government been, drawn to a decision of 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in the case of Haradas Acharya 
Chowdhury and others vers^is the Secretary of State for India in Council, 
reported at page 590 of Volume XXVI of the Calcutta Law Journal? 

(b) In what manner has the said decision affected the diara proceedings 
in the district of Mymensingh ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of examining the 
position of the diara proceedings which have already terminated or have 
reached a certain stage in the district of Mymensingh in the light of the 
decision referred to above? 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a) Yes. 

(b) So far as Government is aware, no proceedings have yet been con- 
firmed in which an objection has been made on the basis of this decision. 

(r) No.’' 

I>y the Hoii’blc Babu Bkojendka Kishob Kay Chaudhuki : — 

XVI. (a) With reference to the answer given to my unstarred qin*hlion 
No. XllI, on the 14th March, 1918, will the Government he pleastnl to state 
whether Mr. M<^'yer, besides managing the portion of t ht' Shaist.abad Estate 
known as Alia Fuljhuri, has also sincc^ 1916 b(‘en managing the whol(‘ of the 
Shaistabad Wakf Kstatf' ? 

(/>) Is it a fact tliat for this additional work he is drawing a monthly 
salary of Rs. 400 ? 

(r) In taking up the management of the said Shaistabad Estate , did 
Mr. Meyer obtain the permission of the Board of Revenue, as h(^ was required 
to do as Court ot Wards manager ? 

{d) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to lay on the table all the papers relating to the matter, including 
the correspondence in regard to this question between Messrs. Meyer, Ho lding, 
the Collector and the Commissioner of Dacca and the Board of Revenue ? 

(c) Is it true that Mr. Meyer, since his «appointment in August, 1916, has 
been mainly occupied with the affairs of the Shaistabad Estate ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(a) and {h) Yes. 

(cj and {d) Mr. Meyer applied, with the approval of the Collector of 
Bakarganj at the time, for the permission of the Board of Rc^venue to take 
charge of the whole of the Shaistabad Wakf Estate. After cortsnlting tlie 
local officers, the Board wrote to the Commissioner, refusing to allow the 
application ; but owing to a misunderstanding the orders were not communi- 
cated to Mr. Meyer. The Board have recently re-affirmed the orders. 
Mr. Meyer has relinquished charge of the Shaistabad Estate. 

. {e) No.-’ 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuki : — 

XVII. (a) Is it true that under by-law 28 of the Port Commissioners’ 
by-laws it has been laid down that “ po servant of the Commissioners shall 
resort to violence in thei diseharge of nis duties and any officer breaking this 
rule shall be liable to dismissal from his appointment ”? 
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(/>) If HO, how has thifi by-law been applied in the cane of Mr. J. B. 
Baxter, the Superintendent of Collections, Port Trust, who tendered an 
apology in court to Habu Anath Nath Miikerjee for an offence of the nature 
referred to in the sai<l by-law ? 

(c) Is it a fact that to meet the cost of his defence in the case referred 
to above, Mr. Baxt(^r has been granted a sum of money by the Vice-Chaitinan 
of the Calcutta Port Trust ? 

(rf) Is it a fact that one Babu Santosh Kumar Mukerjee, a clerk under 
the Port Oommissioners, has been dismissed from service because there was 
a criminal case against him, although the said case ended in his discharge ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) The only by-laws of which the Lf>cal Government has cognizance are 
those framed under section 126 of Bengal Act III of 1890. By-laws made 
under this section recjuire tin' confirmation of the Government ; and there is 
no by-law made under this section having any reference to the subject-matter 
of the question. 

(i), (c) and (d) Questions of the disciplines of the employees of the Port 
Commissioners are not subject to the supervision of Government.'’ 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-vl-Haq : — 

XVIII. 

Will the Government he pleased to make a statement giving; — 

(a) the names of all Muhammadans (cither residents of Bengal or 

compulsorily domiciled in Bengal) interned or kept under 
restraint under the ])rovisions of the Defence of India Act, 
1915 or Bengal Regulation III of 1818 : — 

(i) who are residents of Bengal, hut compulsorily domiciled 
outside Bengal, 

(?V) who are residents of Bengal, hut coni])al8orily deiniciled 
in Bengal, and 

(ni) who are residents of other provinces hut compulsorily 
domiciled in Bengal ; 

(b) the name of the place of comj)ulsory domicile in eacli case; 

(c) the amount of the allowance })aid to the detenv and the allowance 

paid to his family (the amounts being shown separately); and 
{d) the date when the order was first passed under the Act or 
Regulation ? 

Answer by the Hon'hle Mr. Kerr : — 

“ Government do not consider it in the public interest to make the 
statement desired.” 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq ; — 

XIX. 

Will the Government l)e )>leased to state — 

(») the names of auditors and imj)ectors of Cc-operative Societies; 

(i<) their qualifications and the res[)ective dates of their appoint- 
ments. both temporary and permanent ; and 
(ti?) the home district of each candidate ? 

Answier by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

‘A statement*' is laid on the table.” 


Vide Appendix E. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

TH£ BENGAL VILLAGE SELF-GOVERNMENT BILL, 1918. 

The Hoii’hle Sik S. V. Sivha movecl for to inIrcKluee a liill to 

extend Villag^e Self-Goveriiiiunit in Beiig'al. 

He said ; — 

“ The intrcxluction of tin* Bill 1 now lay hefon^ tliis Council marks a most 
important advance in local sclf-g^overnment in this Prt'sidency. 

To some of us, whose minds art* (‘n^ross(‘d with speculations on stdf- 
government in a witler sphere, this evtmt may sei*m of small significance, hul 
for my part, 1 am convdnct'd that tfiis attt*mpt to maki* the villagc*r a vital 
link in our system of Government is an cxptniment of suprt^me importanct^ 
and fraught with the promise of most hem^lieial and far-rt^aching results. 

Tt is i»ecause of this belief that I (h^siia*, iK^lon* discussing the provdsioiiB 
of the Village Sel f-Governinmit Bill, to sketch l»riefly the genesis and 
develcjprnent of its underlying principles, to toucii on the evils it is d(‘SigntHl 
to cure, and to suggest the promise of progress, which it bears within it. 

Many competent observers havt*. d(‘plored tlu* i‘ver-increasing gap which 
separates the Government of Bengal from the village poi)ulation. forming 
some 9v) per cent, of the people over whi(;h it riih*s, and few will dilft^r from 
the dictum of Sir George Canipbc*!! that ‘ tlie task of r(*ally gov(‘rning India 
down to the villages and the people is toogn^ai for tlit* liritish (« overnimmt.’ 

The stir of ideas in England in tin* Seventii‘s which led to an <ilaborat,e 
overhauling of t lie system and machinery of local governm(‘nt did not pass 
unnoticc^d in India, and it was not strange tliat Sir (i(‘org(» I'annilMdl’s 
penetrating judgment led him to r(‘gard the ri^suscitation o! local autlioritios 
or institutif)ns as tin' only feasible means for making good I hose gaps and 
deb^cds in the administration, which were so pat(‘nt to his fresh and 
vigorous mind. 

Tlio ancient institution of village watchiin n had fallen greatly into 
decadence and the new system of villagi* poli(?e, which the (diaukidari Act of 
1870 liad introduced, had not yet jiroved itsc'If. riu* Limit onant-Govcirnor 
had again bt'en ‘ repeatedly struck by t lie great want of drinking watm* in 
many Bengal villages and by the efforts f)f the p<*opb* to obtain it and by their 
not unfrequmitly (*xpress(^d readiness to contribute to its cost.’ 

It was in 1870 also that the English legislature recr>gniz(‘d tlu^ obligation 
on the State to provide elementary education and Sir George (Janipbell was of 
opinion that ‘ many villages might be willing to co-operate with Goverument 
to re-establish that ancient indigenous institution of Hindu village's, the 
guru or village schoolmaster.’ ^bhe necessity of taking measures lor the 
better sanitation of villages was also recognizevl by him. 

With the more adv’^anced system of local self-gov(*rnment in towns, which 
already existed in 1870 and which Sir George Campbell desired to elaborate 
and extend, it is unnecessary for me to deal ; we are nfiw concerned with 
a measure designed, as I have already stated, to bring the villager into the 
system of Gov’crnment. I need hardly pobit out that t lie division the 

labour of administration between the Stati* and Icjcal authoritioB is UOt a 
clean-cut or uniform division ; it varit^s in important matters in dilSferoat 
countries. But the history of communal institutions in India very clearly^ 
points to two spheres of activity, in which the use of ]*Dcal authorities seems 
essential to efficiency and progress — I refer to the village watch and ward 
and to the exercise of municipal functions in rural areas. 
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I will deal first with the village watch and ward, and I trust that I 
shall succeed in comn;ending to your approval the changes contemplated by 
this Bill. The maintenance of the ancient village watch rarely ceas^ during 
the last century to be an object of solicitude to the Government of Bengal. 

Lord Hastings in 1815 described it as ' the foundation of all possible 
police ill this country.’ Sir Thomas Munro in 1824 protested strongly 
ae:ainst its absorption into the regular police system, and the Police Com- 
mission of 1902-03 declared that it was necessary to Government, and also 
necessary from the point of view of the people. The Village Chaukidari Act 
(VI of 1870) re-affirmed the principle which previous Acts had embodied. 
What I may term the * municipalisation ’ oE the village police, i.«., its 
recognition as a village institution, supported by and responsible to the village 
community. 

The ‘ Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Cliaukidari Act ’ declares 
that ‘ tlie ])rovi8ion8 of the Bill, while maintaining the responsibility of all 
landlords to report crime, are based upon principles which have been recog- 
nised as applicable to these Provinces ; first, that it is just and expedient 
that the people at large should pay for their own protection ; and, secondly, 
that it is the duty and policy of the Government to leave as much as possible 
of the business of the country to be done by the people themselves ’ 

The panchayet were empowered to fix the number and the wages of the 
watchmen, they assessed and collected the necessary funds, and they had 
power to appoint and dismiss watchmen. The Act did not prove a success ; 
the villagers were reluctant to serve on the panchayet and their assessments 
were often inequitable. How far the unpopularity of a panchayeti work w^as 
duo to the growing interference of 1 he police and how far sucTi interference 
was necessary in the interests of efficiency, we need not consider, but Act 1 
(B.C.) of 1886 tended to discountenance the village municipal system, while 
Act I (H.C.) of 1892 transferred to the Magistrate the power of fixing the 
number and salary of the chaukidars and what was more important the 
power of appointing, dismissing and punishing them. 

^ The municipal theory, however,’ in the words of the District Adminis- 
tration Committee’s report, ‘although for the most part ignored, has never 
been abandoned,’ and the President system introduced in 1905 * was 

designed with the object of freeing the panchayets from police influence and 
of empliasising tlje essential character of tne chaukidar as a village servant, 
while leaving him subject to the control of the Magistrate and the police in 
regard to his police duties.’ 

Some officers have since advocated the complete departmentalization of 
the chaukidar, with the corollary that he should be paid from provincial 
revenues and the proceeds of the present chaukidari tax diverted to purely 
village purposes. 

This proposal, however attractive, is not financially possible, and the 
evolution of the village watch in other provinces, where the communal 
principle has real vitality, suggests that it is still possible and advantageous 
to retain in Bengal a close association and inter-dependence between the 
village community and the village watch. 

The salient feature of the present Bill is the combination or amalgama- 
tion of panchayet and the Union Committee. If we succeed in breathing 
life intdthe village cominttnal authority, we may confidenUy "Anticipate that 
the intimate local knowledge which this authority will pOA&ms will render the 
rural police a more efficient power for the detection and prevention of crime 
than is at present the case. . 
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V' * I come now to tlie exereisi^ of municipal functions in rural areas. 1 
^confess I feel a sense of disappointment witli t lu‘ exig-uous results in rural 
aanitation which the last 50 years has produced in Htmgal. There has been 
no vvaut of anxious thought and earnest endeavour on t lie part of Oovernmont ; 
the problem has been clearly visualized for many years, its paramount 
importance freely acknowledged and remedies suggested and caridullv dis- 
cussed. Money or rather the want of it has bctui tlie ‘^nsit stumbling 
hf6ck. 

As Sir George Campbell pointtnl out in 1871, there was some imMjaality 
in the provincial assignments made undt'r Lord Mayo’s scheint* of Hnaiu‘ial 
decentralization. I>ut apart from thattlno*e were already at that time, in 
every other province, large revenues raistnl for IckuiI purpose's ; ht'avv eess(^s 
in addition to the land revtmiU‘ being levit^d on the laml for local roads, lo(*al 
police and popular education. 

In Bengal, the funds raist^i locally for roads and bridges wt're confiiitMl 
to the receipts from tolls on roads, ferries and canals. Local funds have 
since grown — the District Boanl revtmnes and the incomt' ()f mnnic'ipalit ies — 
but the iiiiprovemcnt of rural an^as is still bloc-kinl by a want of funds. In 
strong contrast is the syst(>m in Madras, whtM't' in Dn,d-14, Dniini 

Panchayets spent nearly' 9| lakhs of rupees, of which only Rs. t)4,000 
came in grants from tln^ District and d'aluk Boards. Cvto- 7| lakhs was 
raised by the house-tax ; and ov(m* Us. G lakhs were t'Xpi'ndtMi on conservaney, 
stretd lighting and sanitary lucasuri's. 

Now we have not hing like* that in Bt'iigal ; thus in 1912-13, G1 linion 
Co)mmitt(^es wioa* able to raise only alMMit Us. H,r» )() by loi^al taxation. 
Nevertheless, there is proof of tin* growing sense of tin* Cnion ( o >?nmit t ens’ 
power for goo 1 iti t lu^ fac' that in 191G-17, G7 Commitfees raised U^. 3!t,S()l 
1 ) 3 ’ local taxation. 

The jGLnancial problem has alwa\’s in Bengal barn* 1 the path to progr»^ss , 
l>ut if Bengal is to bt*come (‘i vilize I ” in the mo bom senst\ if the ordinary 
amenities of life are to be availal)b‘ to all — 1 will go further, if the t^vils 
which menace health and life itself are to be over(‘ome — we must by some 
means or other surmount the financial difiicultitis, which liave always hem- 
med us in. ()n the nt'ed of rural sanitation I need sa,v litth*. ddjo Ini[iorial 
Gazerteer of India (VoIuuk' IV". page 4G8) df)«*H not i*xaggerate when it 
describes the general sauitar^y condition of Indian villagt‘s in the following 
words ; — 

The vdllage lions ^ is still often ill- ventilate<l and over-poj)Ulat e(J ; the 
village site dirt 3 ^ crovvdeil with cattle, choked with rantc vegtdatif>n, and 
poisonel 1 ) 3 ’ stagnant j)ods; an 1 tln^ village tanks [) >lntud and useil indis- 
criminattd 3 ’ for i)athiiig, co >kiiig and drinking.” 

We have our Sanitar 3 ’ Commissioner, whose post was cremated with the 
best intentions and high liopes in 1864, but unless we cran give bini an agency' 
to carr 3 ’ out reforms, iiis exp 'rt advict^ must lost; half its value. Government 
ma 3 ’ frame model rules of village h 3 ’giene, l>ut in the absence of iuachim;r 3 ’, — 
a large executiv^e agency — the 3 ’ remain a dead b:)tter. This problem can onl 3 ' 
t)e attacke I, if we organize the people, and tln*y cm oril 3 '' organized for 
public work by the will and with the sympathetic encou rag. ‘meat of Govern- 
ment. 

As Mr. Caratairs, -who took ^groat interest in 1 K;al stdf-governttlent, sahi 
some years agt> (and his dictum is perliapa still true), ‘‘ W ithout the people 
the Government can do nothing ; without the Government the people will do 
nothing.” No one wiltcontend that Government can administer the innu^ 
morable villages of Bengal in all the details of their internal economy except 
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with li»‘lp C)f tiK* peoplt* iljemsclveH. and tbosf^ who are conver^Rliit with 
the history ol Union Coinxnit tees in the last 10 years will agree with the 
District Administration Coniinittee that for several years to come the success 
of r(‘})resentative village institutions must depend in some measure on the 
sympathetic guidance they receive from Government officers. 

I liav(‘ indicated two directions in which the co-operation of the villa|^ 
community is required hu* tin* amelioration of the conditions under which it 
lives. But there is yet a third hranch of administration, in which we believe 
that the rural population can. with atlvantago to itsolf and to Government, 
j)articipat-o more actively in tin* management of its own affairs. 

1 refer to the administration of justict*. 1 realise tliat it is this portion 
of tin* Bill which lends itself most readily to criticism, and I lcK)k forward 
eagerly to In lpful constructive criticism enabling us to simplify the procedure 
and ])opularihe tlu* administration of justice in rural areas. 

At this stage I shall content myself with a few general observatioiiB 
indicating the motives which have* influenced Government in its decision to 
revive the old village Courts. 

The Council is aware that tlu* Decentralization Commission recommend- 
ed that panchayets should be given civil and criminal jurisdiction in })etty 
cases arising within the village ; the Indian Bolice Commission of 1902-03 
had made a similar suggt*stion in resjject of pt*tty criminal cases ; and village 
(Vmrts created by the legislature have for many yc^ars be(‘n in active opera- 
tion in other provitjc^es. Now we arc well aware that the present system of 
justice is not an ideal one from the point of view of the villager. In his 
petty civil disputes, tin* proceedings are usually costly, slow and harassing. 
In criminal cases, tlu* tribunals are often too rcunote. rtunands are fre(]uent 
■and tilt* production of witnessr^s a co.stly and troublesome business. But the 
Decentralization Commission did not intend that the village (kmrts sliould 
merely afforil relief to th(‘ regular tribunals or give })etty litigants the oppor- 
tunity of settling their disputes by a simpb* and inexpensivt* procedure near 
their* honu'S ; the main purpose of thesf* (\)urts is in the words of th(‘ District 
Administrat iot^ Committ(‘e to be educative to develop the sense of communal 
responsibility within the Union, and to teach the people to manage the* affairs 
of th(ur own villages. At the same time it was hoped tliat the creation of 
tlu^se village C'ourts would enhance the influence of the panchayets and 
str(uigthen and encourage them in the performance of their other duties, 
thus gradually paving tlie way to the exercise by them of higher po^Ters.” 

And lu're let me state more generally that, in the experiment which 1 am 
describing to you terday. Government is influenced by two main motives, 
of which one 'derives from self-interest, while the other may be termed 
altruistic. 

As I have already suggested, the administration of Bengal, so to speak 
down to the ground, is too great a task for any centralized Government, and 
the co-op('ration of the people is essential for advance. 

But if I were not convinced that there was another mainspring to this 
legislation, I should feel at any rat(‘ less pleasure and confidence in introduc- 
ing the Bill than is now the case. 

What we hot ^ ^hat this experiment will give free, play to a new motive 
power in Bengal — the interest and influence of the rural population in, and on, 
the management of their own affairs. If we can evoke that interest and 
engage that influence in the system of Government, I believe we may lap 
enormous reserves of energy, common-sense and natural shrewdness, and lay 
well and truly a foundation on which the superstructure of the future may 
securely rest. 
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L f sufficient length with the undtMlying principles of 

Bill and before turriunr to its provisions, I wish briefly to sketch the 
hinfory of Union Committees in this Presidency sinct‘ 18Sr>. ‘ 

It is an open secret that the Local Self-Ooveniment Ac! of l8Kr> as first 
drafted, In accordance witli Lord Hipon’s memorable rt'solntion i)f 1882 
contemplated the creation of a net-work of Union C.\)mmitiees 1111 * 0112*110111 
Benpl as the basis of local self-government. They were to bt^ the successors 
of the old simple type of piMty municipality, known as Municipal Unions of 
which there were 54 in Bengal, when this type of l(K‘al authority was 
abolished by the Bengal Municipal Act of ]884. By way of ant ici}>ation, 
Mr. Westmacott w^as placed in 188H on spt'cial iluty to prepan' the way for 
the introduction of the new^ law, and he actually formed 180 unions in 7 sub- 
divisions of the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions and in the sii b^li vision of 
Munshiganj in Dacca. 

Local Boards ordinarily conterminous with the sul»di vision wtu-t^ to con- 
trol the Union Committees, which were to be eh>eted by the villagers tluun- 
selv'cs, and to be entrusted with the manageimmt of primary schools and 
pounds within the Union and of its roads, water-supfily and villagt' conser- 
vancy. 

Above the Local Boards, with general powers of (lontiol but not of ad- 
ministration, was to be the Central B »a rd — a paid body silt ing in Calcutta 
somewhat resembling the Local (ioverninent Board in Kngland. 

In this scheme, there was no place for the Distr*i(‘t Board. But tlu^ Bill 
as finally framed entirely transformed this schenu' of local self-govern- 
ment. 

Th(* District Board repia(u‘d the (hmtral Board, but becaim* the real unit 
of administration instead of a C ommittt^e of f^nitrol ; the Local Board Ix^came 
the mere dependant of tlie District Board, subsisting by its charity, whih^ 
the Union Committees — in the words of the District Administration (Commit- 
tee — became “ merely optical appendages of the superior bodies.' 

In fact local self-gov'ernment was begun at t In^ foi) instea 1 of from tfie 
bottom. 

As we all know the District Boards became fairly efficient bfuJios, but the 
LfJcal Boards starved and .suff'ered from anaemia and Union Cr)mmittees wore 
still-born. In 19(J4, there were 58 such Committt^es, disprjsing of Ks. 18, ()()(); 
they had raised only Rs. by local contributions since tlie flate of Tlnn'r 

creation. 

Act V of 1908 made some important anKunlnitmt s in the Local SelMiov- 
ernment Act of 1885 ; bur little use was made of those enlarged powt'rs. 

In the last few years an effort has been made to vital izt? these l>odieH, 
wdth, I am glad to say, some consi<lerable success. 

In 1916-17 there were 156 Union Committees, which lasr year spent 
Rs. lakhs, including about Rs. J lakh raised by l^x.'al taxation. At the end 
of 1917 there w*ere 198 Unions. There are excet)tion8, but on the whole 
these Committees are showing that practical gofxi sense and clr>senesH to the 
life of the people, which gave the ancient village <*ommunal institutions their 
vital force and their authority. 

In connectiem with the recent advance made by Union Committees, I may 
refer to the fact that much useful spade-work has been done in preparing the 
way for their fusion with chaukidari panchayets. 



542 


The B ngi .1 Village Self-Oovernment Bill, T 9 18 . [4th Apbil^ 
Sir S. F. Sinha. 

New LTnion ( Viininlttees have l»een ^iven a juriKdiction coextensive with 
that of chaiikidari unions, and so far as practicable, the personnel of the 
chaukidari poncheujet and the Union Committee has been made ideotiolLl. 
There is no reason t o anticif)ate any friction or difficulty in developing: tho 
(existing Union Committees into the Village Committees to be constituted 
inider the Bill. 

The obje^ct of the Bill is to build up a system of self-government from 
the bottom Ity the creation of village authorities, vested with the ]»owers and 
dutie‘s necessary for the management of cc^nmunal village affairs and en- 
trusted witii povvt^rs of s(*lf-taxation necessary for the ])urp)ose. 

The n(‘vv Village (H>mmittt^e, as the village authority will be called, will 
bt‘ constituti'd on an election basis, not less than twert birds of the members 
l)eing elected. It will eb*ct its own Chairman, will exercise a gtmeral control 
over the dafa-lars and chaukidars of tlu‘ village, and will be vt*ste 1 with 
pow(*r to ] rovide for village sanitation, conservancy and drainage, to deal 
vvitli the (‘ivetion of buildjngs, water-supiJy, village roads and bridges and to 
manage primary scIk>o1s an<l dispenRari(‘S. It is also f>ropo8ed to giv(‘ power 
t,(. Gov(*rnmcnt to confer jurisdiction in petty civil and criminal matters on 
all or any meinbcn-s of th(‘ Village* Coniniitti^e, tin* tribunals which it may 
Constitute lV)r the t rial of criminal cas(‘s being designated Villngt^ Benches and 
those constituted ff)r the trial of civil s\uts Village Courts, 'bhe Committee 
will be group(*d in Circl(*s umhu* Circh* Boards. The chi(‘f work of the Circle 
Board will b(‘ to superintend the working of the Villagt^ ('ommittees in the 
(hrcle and, subject to the direction of the 1 d8tri(‘t Board, to distribute any 
general grants inaih* to them by that lady. It may further, at the request 
of the District Board, supervise tin* managenu nt of any institution and the 
('xc'cution of any work or the pt‘rfonnanc(‘ of any duty entrust(‘d by the 
l)ist,ri(;t Board to any Village C/ommittc'c* witljin its (circle. On tin' constitution 
of Village CV)mmitt(‘e and (^ircle Boards in any district the (*xisting chaukidari 
pafichaj/efs. Union Ch)mmitte(*s and Local Boards establisln’d under the 
B(‘ngal Chaukid<ai'i and Local Self-(L)vernine!it Acts will be abolish(*d. 

T may statt* that it is intended that tin* new systtun should be introduced 
gradually in districts when* the (hrcle System has been introduced and (’ircle 
t)fficers are availalde to assist the Village ("ommitte(-s. The number of (Jircle 
Officers is at ])res<*nt limited, but, as 1 n*cently informed the Council, it is 
hop(ul to increase it very largely, so that we may liave (drc‘h‘ Officers in every 
district, ddie (Joinmittees wall, as proposed by the District Administration 
Committees, be giamped in Circles uiuhn* Circle Bairtls. C)n wdiich they will 
be rt‘})r(*sented. The eliief wairk of the Circle* Boards wall consist in super- 
vising their operations and co-ordinating tlieir ])lans, and in seeing that 
different Village Conimittut‘s have fair treatment in the distribution of grants 
given by the District Board to a (lireh^. The Circb* Boards will form an 
imj)ortant electoral agency for the District Boards, and the basis of the 
('h'ctive system will bo broadened, as the Local Board constituted for each 
subdivision wdli be replaced by a number of Circle Boards constituted for 
different parts of the subdivision. 

It is, I think, unnecessary for me to refer in much detail to the clauses 
of the Bill wdiich are clearly summarised in the statement placed in the hands 
of Hon’ble Members. 

I may refer first to the definition of village,” which will actually be a 
groiq^ of villages, united under one jurisdiction and coinciding with the 
chaukidari union. Not less than two-thirds of the 6 to 9 members, of which 
tin* Village Committee will consist, is to be elected, subject to the District 
Magistrate’s approval. The municipal powers of the Committee will 
eoiTespond generally with those already vested in Union Committees, but are 
somewhat ^Yide^ in their scope. 
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In reproducing the relevant HeetioiiH ol the ('haukidari Act, the oppor- 
tunity has l)een taken to eliminate somv unpopular ]>roviKions, in jxirticular 
thei,i^rftonal responsibility of the inemlxu's of the jtanchayei for the salary of 
th^ chaukidars. 

In addition to grants made by the District lh)ar(is. tlu‘ Committee will 
administer the village rate reserved for the execution of works and th(' 
compulsory chaiikidari tax, of which a portion can lu* devottnl lo tlu' pay and 
equipment of the dafadars and chaukidars and to the salary of a Si'cretarv 
and also to the execution of works of jaiblic utdity. 

The* (-ommittia^ will fix ii^ assi^ssnient acoi>nliim' to circminstanci's and 
property, but subject to rt^vision by tht‘ District Magistrat t‘. 

Thi" provisions regulating the t‘xercise of judicnal jiowms i>y tin* C’om- 
niittee will be permissive and the ordinary couris will ha\’e cimcurrent 
jurisdiction. 

It will be possible to constitute individual m(mibi‘rs a^ a \ illage tribunal 
lor the trird either of })ctty civil or of petty c.riniinal cases or both, or if ex- 
perience shows that the whole Village' ( 'oinmittee may saiely be entrusted 
with such ]>oW:-rs. tln^y may all sm-vt* on tin* tribunal. 

In th(‘ c-ase of civil jurisdi(*t ion. inoreovcu', it is proposi'd that the Local 
Government sliould havt^ power t o confer judicnal jiowt'rs by instalnumts, so 
that the* Village Courts may Lagin by trying the sinqih'st kinds of suits, 
their jurisdiction btdng extend(*(l according to tht* nnsasurc* of siicc‘(‘ss obtain- 
(‘d. As recominended by tlu* Dectmt ralization Commission, t lu‘ ]>roc‘(“d uta* 
will be sim})le ; partites will gtmerally a]>p(*ar in person, legal \ ract itiontu's 
being d(d)arred from aptiearing for clients ; apt>f'als will not lx* allowed, but in 
the case of criminal trials the Subdi visional Mjigislral(‘ or the Distric’t 
Magistrate. wIkmh" theix* is no Su I mIi visional ^1 agist rat and in tin* case (*l 
tdvil suits tlu‘ district dudge may onhu' a rc‘trial if tlnu'e is a serious lailurc 
of justice. 

ddie primary function of tin* Circh^ Hoard will be to sufXM'int emd tin* 
work of the \dilage ( \)minitt and subject to the. direction ol tin* District 
Hoard to distribiit(* any general grants ma lt* by that body. It is irufiortant 
To remember that it will bo a suj)ervising and in in; sense an extx ulivt' 
agency, like the present Ltical Hoards. dditt (drtde lioaial will consist ol lo 
members, of whom 10 art* to be* elec’tful and live aj)poin1ed by the C ommis- 
sioner and a ('hairman will b(> t*lect.ed by tin* members li’()in among tluur 
number. 

ddie Bill givt*s tlu^ Divisional (yommissioner sj)e(uiic powers ol control 
over t]io Circle Hoiials and the District Magistrate will occupy a similar 
f>osition as regards tin* Village C'ommitte(‘S. 

These officers may, r.g. provi<lei for tin* j>i‘rlorinanct* of duti(*s in which 
the local bodies may makc^ d(‘fault, and may suj>erHedc tliern in case ol 
incoinpetency or wilful neglect. They may also suspend the eXf‘Cution ol 
orders and resolutions, and tin* District Magistrate may in cases of emergency 
f)rovide for the execution of works re(piiri*d lor tlie public sf;rvi(a* or saf(*ty. 

The Hill will now be publishetl and circulated lor criticism. I liavc- 
already said that Governm(*nt welcom*^*s constructive criticism. Let there 
be no suspicion th.it ther(* is in any quarter any de'sirc to thwart the 
beneficent intentions of Government t^) foster ami devadop local self- 
government. Hoth eificiency and economy dtinand that the municipal 
functions of Gov^emment should be* performed by the peof>le thcmselv(*s and 
that this is the only means of making the people self-reliant, public Hpiriie<l 
and imfuied with the highf'St sense of civic re’^ponsibility. 1 have tht^ lull(*Ht 
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confidence in the capacity of the Indian peasant. In the words of 
Sir H. Risley, the Indian peasant is no fool. He has his limitation like hier 
class all over the world, but within the range of his knowledge and within' 
the compass of his own village he is just as shrewd a person as one could^ 
wish to meet. Comparing him with the English rustic of the countries, 
he was much inclined to think that the Indian was the sharper of the two. » 

The want of funds, hitherto such a formidable obstacle in the way of 
rural progress, has to a groat extent been mitigated by the surrender of the 
Public Works Cess to the District Boards. The Hon’ble Mr. S. N. Ray 
considers these 29 lakhs sufHcient for water-supply, village sanitation and 
for the purposes of combating malaria. In any case, the people are increasing- 
ly willing to tax themselves, if they know liow the money is spent. 

The future is full of hope and promise, but if local self-government is to 
be a success, it will only be by the consistent co-operation of the Grovernment 
and the peoph*. Let us determine that it sliall be a success, and I am sure 
it will be so. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 

BENGAL FOR 1918-19. 

T'he Hon’ble Nawai^ Bahaduk of Mckshidahao said: — 

‘‘ My Lord. 1 shall content myself with a brief review of the present 
Kiolget, which affords neither provocation nor excuse for lengthy observations. 
In fact, 1 would bo right in anticipating that the Finance Member will be the 
nK*ii)ienl of a chorus of congratulations for i lu^ maniun* in which he has 
lmsl)anded the resources during a period of extreme difficulty. 

So far as the Province is concerned, the Finance Member has been 
loyally anxious to obey tlu‘ mandate of the Government of India to keep the 
provincial eXj)enditure within tl:e limits of the income of the year, and that 
p()licy has beim so sedulously pursued by him that the results even in times 
of peace would be regarded as remarkably satisfactory. 

In nearly every cast*, the conditions reveal a stale of prosperity and 
advancement that are extremely encouraging for the future. The receipts 
have excec^ded our expectations. The revenue has shown considerable 
expansion, particularly under Excise and Income-tax, which together account 
for a decent increase of 25 lakhs and 50 thousands. So large an excess may, 
of course, mean an under-estimate of the revenue of the last year’s Budget, 
but there is every apology for conservative anticipations at a time like this. 
The framing of the estimate under the head of Income-tax receipts, which 
show unusual increase owing mainly to the unprecedented prosperity in the 
jute-trade, is very difficult, we are told, in view of the varied effects of war 
on trade. 

There has been alsoa notable increase under ' Forests,’ * Courts of Law,’ 
* Jails ’ and ‘ Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments.’ The last two heads 
have been swelled by larger supplies to the Military and other departments. 
The stamp revenue^; on the other I and, shows a decrease of about 11 laxhs. I 
doubt very much whether this fall in ‘Stamps ’ can mean any improvement 
in the litigious propensity of the public. On the expenditure side there is 
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a saving of over 2o lakhs and-a-half iindrr ‘ Polios and * Education. ’ 

The net result of these changes is that the closing balance of tht^ current 
year is estimated to b- better by 61 lakhs and 94 tliousands. 

“This is very good in all conscience, but 1 cannot help retnarking » hat 
dfehoagh the declining figures for ‘ Excise ’ last year soetned to have all th(‘ 
appearance of the first step towards nTorin, th{* groiiiel then gained a))pearK 
TO have been since lost. d'lie ot)inion is again forming tliat the nuui^ure has 
not been productive of the advantage (-xp-ctol :o be tb‘rivt‘d from it. 
Whether the increase under this head is or is not o])en tin* ol.jecrion of 

insufficiently discr>uragi ng iinniodtu-ate use of spinruous lujiiors ami drugs, w 
can hardly be seriously argm^d that the jiiu'sent systom fostering a habit of 
temperance among the people. 

There is a temporary re liiel.ioii in l ho Police expendirure, bin thepoliet^ 
will continue to I e a le‘avy bur len wiiere t In^ population expect to be 
protected and cannot stir a finger to tiel}) t hemstd vt>s. It is tinn^ that 
Govertiment should provide* a means with wliich tlu* fieople niay be in a 
position to gua 1 * 1.1 tluunselves in ease of eiiiorgon<*y. 

The savings under * Educ ition ’ and ‘ Sanitation really ni(*an lossos if 
we understand the eonsequenc*(*s rightly. 

ddie income for the year 1918-19 is (‘stimated on the assiini)>ti()n t liai no 
great increase in tIk* receipts can h * expi^cted over that of the current yi'ar. 
Il is anricipat(*d that thtuv will lu* a roeovery under ‘Stain}>s.’ To the 
expenditure side, on the other liand. tho mosi ( )Ui st anding fiuit u n* f >f t he 
Budget presented in the Council is the jirovision that has beim nia<l(* for 
carrying on war against malaria and other } )r<‘ Vfuit i ble diseases. This 
provision, we nott^ wilii satisfaction, is only the initiation of a largm* eain])aigii 
against tliat fell disease in rural ari'as. By a wise, th(»iighiful and ingenious 
distributien of fun<ls. Your Exoidhuiey has given to the country an t'amest ol 
a mnch-look(Ml for improvement in the public h(*alth (4‘ tliis Province. When 
we hcuir in mind t hat the toll of victims exact(^<l by malaria in Bengal comes 
up to nearly 400, 0(K) t^very year, it is no figure of sjxu^ch l)Ut simple 
Truth to say that no language can ad(‘quat(d;y descrilx* tin* actual state of 
sanitaticin in rural tracts. It is groundlessly alleged t Init (Toverninent an not 
alive to the situation, but the state of tlie financ(‘s jireventixl anytldng being 
done. We have it from Government that no longiu* is it jiossible lo resti’ict 
expenditure on sanitary works within the narrow limits of n‘cent l>udgets. 
It is inde(*d a happy augury for the futun* when wv observe that nom* is 
more sensible than Your Excellency of the paramount neci^ssity of freeing 
Bengal of that terrible scourge. l.<ocal administraf ions must now work 
cut their own salvation in the matter of sanitary prfigress. It is very much 
to be regretted that the improvement of the Hhagiratiii rivm* finds no jilaee in 
the estimate. I have? endea\'ounxl on several oc;casions to bring this sul)je*ct 
prominently to the notice of Government. As a way of eommunicat ion t he 
Bhagirathi may well be left out of consideration in view' of the de v(*l(>f)m(‘nt 
of railway lines on liotli of its banks. But for supply of jiotable winter 
and the question of healtfi of the large population of all the ripanan villages 
from its entrance to Nadia, the urgency of its imf)ro v<mi<mt cannot be ov<*r- 
estiinated. No private efforts can im^et with any im asurt* of success in ihiK 
direction, and it is expected that Government will take u)) the subject with as 
little delay as possible. 

The amount provided for the dismernberment of the Midnapriri* district 
is by no means a negligible one — an expernliture permitted by the Govern- 
xfient of India on the e:|press understanding that a beginning be made. There 

in the scheme special reasons of public advantage that need not be 
impracticable for its costliness. The public, on the other hand, desire no sort 
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of new experiment at theflo difficult times or until the conclusion of the war, 
now being waged, all local questions should be held in abeyance. It is not m 
clumsy attempt on the part of the public to prolong the discussion, but an 
honest belief that there is no urgency whatever for the work to he proceeded 
with in view of the present financial stringency. I do not, however, wish tp 
minimise the advantages or the prospects of that project. 

The personal and family allowances to the are absorbing nf)t an 

insignificant portion of public revTuiuc. It is undeniable that the murmurs 
about the internment metluKl and the treatment towards the detenus^ are 
beginning to make themselvt^s heard very loudly. I, however, assort my 
cheerful belief that the attitude of the Government of India as expressed in 
reply to the resolution recently mov(*d by the Hon'ble Mr. Suretidra Nath 
Banerjee in th(^ Imperial C«mncil will have a so))ering eflect on the public 
mind. 

The normal balance of trade lias been upset by the new conditions 
created by the war. The i rade is not able to absorb the raiyats’ crops, which 
has been peculiarly embarrassing to the t*xport businc'ss of the country. 

Under the stress of war conditions new industries are springing up and 
old industries are showing themselves ca| able ol hitherto unsuspected powers 
of production. It is only right tliat advantage should be taken of the 
period as far as jiossible to develop tlu^ jiosition of industrial importance to 
which this Province is destined to rise But with all our major programme 
of education and sanitation cut down io a third of its ]>roper dimension and 
with an enforced neglect of the industrial and agricultural needs of tin' 
country, we an* resolved to readily part with such a large amount as our 
contribution to the successful prosecution of the war permits,” 


The Hon’ble Ra.ia Hrishikesh Laha said : — 

Your Excelhmcy, I he Budged for 1918-10, though ir still hears ih(^ 
impress of the war, presents some agrt^eable features which clearly prove that 
the Goveriinnmt has at * last madt* up its mind to grapple with the anti- 
malarial problem in right (*arnest. We hopt> the surveys of Harihar, Balli 
BiU Bhairab, etc., for which small sums have been allotted, will be taken in 
hand at once, and that the Jamiina and tlie Arul Bit schemes will make 
considerable progress during the course of the year. It is also gratif 3 dng to 
observe that an additional sutn of Us. 22.89.000 has been granted for the 
anti-malarial scheme in connection with the floo ling of the Banka Vallejo as 
it has caused immense havoc in the district of Burdwan. According to 
Dr. Bentley, flooding has a beneficial influence on malaria-stricken tracts, but 
care should no doubt be taken that the natural drainage channels are improv- 
ed a great deal to prevent the stagnation of water. It is also noticeal)le that 
Rs. 25,000 has been j^rovided for observations to be made regarding the 
possible deterioration of the Mathabhanga and Bhagirathi rivers. 

As I had anticipated last year, the receipts under the heading of sale 
of general stamps had fallen oft*, and I do not believe there will be a strong 
r 0 coverj% wdien conditions are not very different, in the current year also. 
We, however, hope for the best and trust the estimated amount may be 
realised. 

It is satisfactory that the augmentation grant to District Boards has 
been raised fittfU Bs. 4,30,000 allotted last year to Ks. 7,87^34 lor the prea^Wt 
year. This desirable increase will certainly stimulate the District Boards fo 
greater exersion and there can bo no doubt that steps VUl be taken to supply 
good drinking water in places where none is now available*. In some pieces 
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tanks have been repaired or excavated, but a groat deal luure remains to l)o 
^one and the problem of maintaining a pure water-supply has not as yet boon 
successfully tackled. 

“ Education has not been neglected as the grants-in-aid have been raised 
from 20 lakhs in 1017-18 to Ks. 2H,29,(>0() in 1918-19, whib* a further provi- 
sion of Hs. 5,50,000 has bt^en made for the devtdopmenl of i)riinary 
education. I am not sure whether it would be possible to maki‘. j>rimary 
education at once compulsoiy, but 1 would suggest that before compulsion is 
resorted to in rur.al areas, the Local Boards ami the Deputy Inspectors of 
Schools may be directed to establish new schools vvluua* there is a demand 
for them, and as the people of many villages are now liager to give tluar boys 
some sort of training of tlu^ right sort, tlien^ will be no tlilliculty in tin* 
establishment of such scdiools with the support of tlie peoj)lo. ( ^^ercion 
has its disadvantage in that th(‘ majority of the cultivators will try \n evade 
C(jmpulsory education umb'r the (‘xemption which })ermits tlu‘ boys • to help 
their parmits and guardians in carrying on tlnur Inn-editary arts and occupa- 
tions. ddiis, 1 trust, will engagt', tlnwittontion of (lovernnumt . Moreover, 
schools cannot be established in any gn‘at number without tin* co-oj>era( ion of 
teachers, which is greatly wanted ; ami I hope Groverninent will rtunove this 
want by holding out bett(n* prospects to the teacliers. 

After a long waiting we art^ at last to have a Director of Industry, but 
Ids attention will, I bidit've, be mainly confined to the (‘xisting imb^sfrIt^s, as 
the Hoatation of new companies for industrial juirposes has bt'cn proliibittMl l>y 
the Government of India. Indigenous Joint Stock (Jom))anies art^ still in their 
infancy in Bengal, and it will ri^(]uire all tin* tact and judgimmt of t he Din^ctor 
to prove that it. will be as t\asy to make money by investing in industrial 
enterprises as l>y investing in zamindarit*s or in momy-lending transactions. 
He will now have to direct his at tention to cottagi* industri(‘s and iiitro^iuce 
co-optn*ative methods for suj)i)ly, distribution and sah? or t In* ad vances of 
sciimtitic tools and implements of production on a hirt^-purchase system as ib 
being done in soiiKi European countries. There is a furth(n* ])rovision of 
Ks. 1,50,000 for t he devt'lopim nt of imlustries. Is it im\ant that indigenous 
industries an* to be (*ncou raged by grants, subsidies and advaru‘(^H, as many 
are now in a declining state for want of funds and encourageimmt ? Thtj 
Director will havt^ to do much uphill work in onb^r to makt^ his department 
succ^sful, 

“ I may also point out that there has beim an allotment of Ks. 2(^000 to 
(Jomim^rcial Schools. Although tliis sum is not largt; (mough, it may vvtdl 
be utilised for grants to non-official comim^rcial instit ut bjiis that arci now 
developing in this city, as, for example, tln^ Polytechnic Institute re(*ently 
started by Captain Petavel under the auspicr*s of the Maharaja of Kasimbazar, 
which is doing useful work in this direction. 

Under the heading of Agriculture, We find that ‘a provision of om* lakh 
for the widespread distribution of improv^ed varieties of jmddy and jutM- 
Seed’ has b ^en made. If this is widely made known to the cultivators in 
every part of the Province, I have no doubt it will be largely avaibid ol by 
them, and if the peasants in the fiebls find that the, improved varieties ol 
Seeds are yielding a more abumlant crop, theni will spring up a strong 
demand which the department will find it very dilfic ult to m(;et. The seven- 
teen field demonstrators that are to be newly appointed wf)uld help a gn^at deal 
in making ilernonstration work successful. They must hnng home to tlie 
cultivators the advantages that may be <lerived by improved varieties of 
a©eds, scientific manures and improved methods of cuiti^ation. While on 
tihia subject, it may not be out of place to suggest that ifie hew Deputy 

Collectors to be appointed under the Begistrar of Uo-operative Societies bt5 
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directed to turn their attention ]»rincipally to the eHtahli&hment of primary 
Agricultural Societien, of which only 1,647 exist in Bengal [vide rhe Report 
of the Committee* on Co-op(‘ration in Bengal, y)age 16). The cultivators will 
then learn and appreciate the value of thrift and will gradually bo weaned 
from their extravagant habits. 

“ Large sums will no doubt be spent on anti-malarial measures or 
sanitary improvenumt, but this is mostly ef)nlined to the Burdwan district. 
It would have been more in consonance with the insistent demands of many 
other districts if a larger provision than five lakhs had b(*en made under 
this head. It could have been easily done by reducing a little the fre^e 
balance of Rs. 8L()9,()0() which has been set apart for future years over and 
aliove th(^ closing balance* of Rs. M,H7,62,()(M> which cannot be touched under 
the orders of tin* (lovco-nment of India. I only hop(* that for improving the 
sanitary condition of oth(*r districts whi(‘h has for some years been such an 
iin])(‘ral ive necessity, the free l)alanee will be utilised for tlu' purpose as far 
as possible. 

“ 1 should observe that only Rs. 20,(K)(t has bt*en allot t(‘d for the 
Murisifs’ Courts and residences. The sun» is v(‘ry insignificant in considera- 
tion of the ditficulties which the Munsifs feel, (Specially with rtgard to 
housing in the inufassah They are a lot of hardworking officers, and for want 
of suitabh* iesid(‘nc(‘s, they arc* often oblig(‘(! to liv(* in hous(*s which are 
damp and unhealthy ; and these hous(*s an* often built with mud and bamboo 
sftliti ings and quite unsuitable for human habitation. 1. think somt* means 
would b(^ found to inen^ase this amount with a vi(‘W to supply to thest* 
indefatigabh* (‘fficc'rs of Government th<* i‘lem(mtal comfort of a d(*cent house 
accomnuKlation. and J think tin* increascnl amount may Ik* provided from the 
frei* balancf* which tlu* Gov(‘rnm(Uit havi* got in hand.” 

ddie Ilon’hh* Baiu: SeuKNDiiA NA'm Kav said : — 

“ My Lord, we find tin* following in paragra])h 4 of tin* Aim^mh'd Draft 
Financial Stat(*ment for tin* year 1918-19 ; — 

“Tin* orders of t he (ilov(‘rnnient of India lor the ])re])aration ol the 
Hudijet dir('ct(Hl that, as in tin* previous t w(^ years, the provincial ('Xpenditure 
should be limited to tin* ineoim- of tin- year, luit it was found impossible, 
after providing lor the urg(*nt (essential r(*(|uir(‘m(*nt s of tin* adininisl ratidti, to 
nu'(*t any expendituiK* on urg(‘nt ])uhlie works without drawing on t lu^ 
balances, and t he Govt'rnnient of India w(*re rcMiuested and have agreed t(v 
allo’v us to draw on our balama* to the (*xtent of Rs. 4d,20,(t(H). 

“ ddie t otal income for tln^ year is es(imat(‘d at Rs. 6,90,84,000 and the 
ex]>(‘ndii un^ at Rs. 7,31.04,000. And this d(‘4icit is to be met by drawing 
upon the balances to the (‘Xtent of 40 lakhs of rupees. 

* 1 n(*('d hardly say that it would not have b(‘(‘n necessary to draw upon 
our balane(*s to tin* ext(‘nt of n(‘arly 30 lakhs ol rupees out of this 40 lakhs 
if the amoinit necessary lor the partition of tln^ districts of Mymensingh and 
Midnapore or the amount of (*xtra and additional iner(*asi*(l exi)enditure under 
the head of the ‘ Police ’ were not included in the items of expon liture. 

I hav(> every r(*ason to believi* that the income would have been adequate 
to meet the expenditure. 

“ It appears from the Budget estimates of 1918-19 that out of a closing 
l)alance of Rs. 3.39,32,000, Rs. 2,56,23,000 are earmarked for special [>urposes, 
viz., Education, Sanitation, etc , leaving free a balance of Hs. 83,09,000, wdiieb 
could be spent in future j^ears. It is necessary that this free balance slujuld 
be always as iarge,. as possible, so that we may be filepared for sntjh 
('ontingencies as famine and other unforeseen contingenoies. 
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“ It ift a maitor oi ureat satisfaction that tlicn> will la' an additional recur- 
ring expenditure (^f its. 45d>tH) under the lieading ‘ Medical ’ on such items as 
diet allowance of both the Medical Collegia Hospital patients and of Caiupliell 
Hospital and inufassal hospital patients, ett‘. It is also a niattiu* of congratu- 
lation that provision has been inadi^ and tluM-o is actually a sclieint' foi- the 
adinissfon of more students in the Campbell Medical ScIkhiIs both in (\alc*utta 
and at Dacca, and also such a large amount as Hs. l,():f,(K) ) has bc>en included 
in the Hudget to meet the costs of buildings of t ht^ llelgatclua Institution. 


For the last two years very litth' has beiui doin' to carry (>ut sonn' of the 
aie.cessary sanitary projects, ddit' Hudget Kstimate of Us. lakhs fur works 
•of sanitary improvement, though not-ade(]uate to meet t lu‘ (‘osts of the ]>ro s 
which have l)een recomnuunh'^l by the Sanitary Hoard and whicdi have 
received the adminisr rat i vi' aj>prov;d of (irovernmc'nt , will bt' welcomt' as 
suflicitmt to iiu'et tht‘ costs of some of tin' urgt'iit .and jua^ssing sanitary 
im[)rt>Vi>ments, such as supply of filti‘rt‘d water to sonn' of tin* municipal 
towns. I am glad t.o s-e that tin' town of K risiinagar is at last going tu 
have a su{)pl 3 ’ of Hltere 1 watm*, and that then' is a provision of oin' lakh of 
rupees in tin' lUidgt't on that lu'ad. 


Your Lordship has inaugurated a nc'w era in tackling tin' (piesl ion of 
malaria in rural areas. For the last few yoiivn we havt' brought up before 
vour Lordship’s Gov<u-nment the (lueslion of opening out the silltni up rivi'rs 
in onb'r to drive nut malaria from plac't's which wen' ouct' healthy and 
wealthy but which have now literally ln'CJome depopulated on aca'ount of 
the malarial scourge. Speaking of malaria your Lordship was ph'ased to 
observe at tin' confereinu' held in this (huineil (diambur on tin* L^‘dth 
daniiary last — * ddn' j)art icular iiisease with which 1 |)roj)ose to eouctu-n myst'll 
to- lay is malaria. It is i lu* only dis(‘ast' that 1 dt^sire yon to help me tu 
fight • but it IS. perhaps, tin' most widospi*ead and the most viruhuit <>1 all 
tlio (liseaj^cs which afflict t In^ pt>ople ol li'Uigal. \\ (^ therelort*, weh'oinc' tlii^ 
provision which, to (^uote tlie words of Sir S. ]\ Sinha, represents tln^ 
heginning of a iic'W cam[)aign which (iovernnnmt an* anxious to initiate on a 
large' scale against malaria in rural areas. Wit h reb'renee t o at least one < jf 
the scdiemes, 1 mean (In* Maui Khati seheiiu*, J take' a personal interest 
hticause I first hrought tin* question forward before the 1 )iHt ric't Hoard oi 

the 24-Farganas and 1 spoke to Mr. Adams- Williams about it more t ban a year 
ago. Witii nderence to tln^ otln'i* seliem(3s I know I In* places vtuy we'll and 
I can v('ry well anticipate the great btuiefit whitdi the p(‘o|>le of the di.stnet 
of the 4-Parganas, Nadia and rlessore will <ieri vt* when the Jnnninn and the 
And Bhil sclnuiies are carrie<l out. 

‘•The (Jovernmeiit have* already sol vi*d the probh'in of the supply ol 

<lrinking water, ami of sanitation in the rural an'as by making over the 

pul)lic works cess to tin* District Ihiards. If tin* anioiinl u the pub le 
works ci'ss bt' properly utilistG by tlit' Dist riet Hoards, supi>leniei.t t'd by 

contribution from Government, I think tliere will not be any ditlienlty in 
placing these important matters on a firm basis. 

‘‘We are gratt'ful to the ( iovi^rnmt'iil of India for making a recurring 
grant of oj lakhs of rupee's for primary eMluealion. Though this amount 
will not bt' enough to carry out a scheme ol primary education throughout 
tlu' country, yt*t we need hardly say it wd! go to soim* extent t o carry out a 
proje'Cl in which tlie pc'ojilc of tliis country aia* vitallv int« resU < 

‘‘There is one jioint in connection with the* (^xpenditun* on e'ineation 
which we arc Korry to n.,ticc. It appears ".'P’ '‘."J o'< I'.' 

sanctionea estimate on e lucation for '/P,/,' 

whereas the rev laotl estimate was only 81.14.0tM). Wt* an; tol4 ha 

thia decrease in expenditure of Ks. 16,99,000 was due to Havinj?s m tl.e 
imperial grants and in the grant for Calcutta hostels. We are sorry to see 
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tljat of all items of expenditure there should be savings on this item of 
expenditure in which, I need hardly say, the people are so much interested. 
We hope and trust that due care will be taken to properly utilise the sane-- 
tioned estimate of Rs. 97,51,000 this year. 

‘‘ I moved a resolution on the Financial Statement the other day in 
this Council to delete certain items of expenditure from the Budget which 
related to the police. There has In^en unfortunately some misapprehension 
on the part of some of the members of this Council as well as on the part 
of the press that 1 wanted to curtail the (‘xpenditure on this head. What 
1 moved for and what I still ask the (Tovernment to reconsider is not to 
incur additional increascMl expenditun* on the police. For the last few years 
the expenditure on this lH‘ad have increased by leaps and bounds, t.c,, the 
expenditure lias increased from Rs. 8H,99,85it in 1912-13 to Rs. 1,37,85,000 
in 1918-19, /.e., tln^re has been an increase of about 54 lakhs in six or seven 
years. That tlie i)o]Ice have done good work nol>()dy denies. 

About t wo years ago thiue were a number of dacoities and murders in 
and near (Calcutta. The iieoph^ vvcmc in constant dread and they did not 
know who amongst them would be 1 1m next victim. The timely action 
taken by th(" Covernnumt renstored order, and life and pro| erty became safe. 
W(^ all know t hat this was due to tin* prompt action on the part of the police. 
The police w(>re strength(*n(Hl, and for the last two years, at least for the last 
1 2 months, there has not l»een any fresh outbreak of lawlessness. If the 
strength of the i>olice as it stood in the beginning of 1917-18 was suflicuent 
to put down lawlessness and detect crimes, we cannot understand the 
rK'cessity for the additional increased expenditure to tin* (‘xtent of nc'arly 
15 or 16 lakhs of rup(‘es on this head in tlie Budget for 1918-19, some 
recurring and some non-recurring, when normal statt^ of things have been 
restored. Tlum we find that the sanctioned i‘stiinate for 1917-18 was 
Rs, 1,34,38,000, wheri'as in th(‘, revisc'd estimate we find Rs. 1. 22,84, (KKh 
there was a saving of Rs. 11,44,000, ?'.e., thi^ present normal state of things 
was brought about with an expenditure of Rs. 1,22,8-f ,000. Why tlnm spend 
Rs. 1 ,37,85,000, incur an additional increased (‘xponditure of about 15 lakhs 
of ru]iees. If it is necessary to give incroinent to some of the police staff why 
not wait till the return of normal times. 

“ We find that some of the items are put down as — 

[i) Aihlitional temporary .force for Intelligence Branch Rs. 1,04,308. 

(?V) Incn^ase of temporary force for District Intelligence Staff 
Rs. 2,13,d46. 

[Hi] Ttunporary Establishment for Motor Vehicles, Arms Act and Pass- 
])ort and Pn^ss Departments of the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, Rs. 16,164. 

'iv) Tem])orary Boat Establishment Rs. 5,193. 

“ These have been put down now as temi^orary arrangements, but I think 
there will be permanent incurring charge of nearly Rs. 3,39,111 per annum 
besides t)ther recurring charges. If this increased expenditure has at all to 
be incurred we should like to have aji assurance from Government that these 
items of expenditure will not be made permanent. 

‘‘There is one subject upon which I should like to say a few words. It 
is about the Sibpur Engineering College. It is a matter of great satisfaction 
to learn that the college in all probal>ility will not be removed from its present 
site. I understand, however, that on account of want of accommodation in 
the collegt^ largt' number of students cannot get admission there. Probably 
the matter has not been formally brought to the notice of Government by 
the Principal of the College, If, however, it be a fact that larger accommoda- 
tion is necessary I hope and trust Government will provide the same without 
delay.’’ * ^ 
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The Hon’ble Kai Mahendka Chandra Mitra l^AHAurii said : — 

‘‘My Lord, I beg to congratulate the Government on the aggregate 
increase of revenue and feel disappointed that it has not l»een applit^l to 
schemes of social reform or the development of any benetieial st*rvic*e. I am 
aware that the satisfactory revenue position is due largely to favourahh' agri- 
cultural conditions and the unusually large prolits earned l>y jute com}>anies 
and miscellaneous mills in 1916-17. I wish it had Ixhmi I’oimd possilde 
to devote the major portion of the mone.y thus nx-eivtxl to purpost‘s of lasting 
benefit to the i)eople. Sanitation, Education and Industrial I injiroveiiient s a re 
subjects on which we feel keenly. 

“ The sanitary condition of Bengal is nothing, if not dejdorable. Only ilu‘ 
other day Your Excelleiu'y referred to tlu* baneful inHutnicc' ol* malaria and 
saicl ; ‘ Every year there oc^cnr in Bengal from HoOdldO to 40(b(KH) dc'aths from 

this cause alone. But a meie enumeration of the* ileaths givevs but a faint 
idea of the ravages of the disease. It is probaldc^ that at least a hundrt'il 
attacks of malaria occur for evmy d(Xith and il is (estimated that this disease 
alone is re8ponsil)le for 20, 000, ()()() days of sickin‘ss in tlu‘ Bn*sidon(!y (‘very 
year.’ Though fev(‘r is the grt^at kilhu* <^>f Bengal we have also to consider 
the prevalence of cholera in rural arenas. It is i Ih* to (bmy that botli malaria 
and cholera aiX' prevtmtil)]e diKeas(‘s and it oidy r(‘(jnir(^s t.hc‘ adoption of 
necessary measures to uprtK»t thest> (‘vils which are la^sjionsible for many 
disagreeables in a great part of Bengal. sanitary condit ion of B(‘ngal cri(‘s 

aloiui for tlie adoption of a vigorous policy involving thi‘ exp(‘nd it urt' (d’ larg(‘ 
sums which must b(‘ found. 

“ In the matt(‘r of (vlucat ion also the sum alhjtted is ina Itxjuat 1 will 
first of all speak a few words on primary (Mluc*ation. It is no»v cousidc r<‘d 
to be the duty of c‘very civilised GovtumiiHUit to provide free* jn-imary educa- 
tion for the people. And it is dc^eply to lx* rt‘gret te.d t liat in this matter eV(‘n 
some of the important Native Statens hav(^ adopt.e<l a policy wliicli we in Ihuigal 
demand in vain. In Bengal, in 1916-17, the numbt^r of primary s(‘h(K)lK for 
boys was 31,617 with 11,468 pupils. Tin* expxmditure on them was 
Rs. 37,40,699, of which Rs. 17,95,596 was from h^cs ; so tdn* Loc^al ( lONo rninent 
and the Local Bodies 1x4 wexm thorn paid only Rs. 19,45,103 or a litth* o\’ej* 
Rs. 5 per school per month. This is wholly inadequate* to attract n ally com- 
petent men to the profession. I understand in the imjx‘rial L(^gislativx‘ (Council 
tlie Hon’ble Sir Sankar Nair has submiftenj a stat-ement showing improvii- 
meiit in this matter. But I regr(4 I havx* not b(M*n able to get ,a copy of 
tliat statement, ddie Government of India liiive, I am glad, made a special 
recurring grant of £200,000 lor tin* developriKuit (4 j)iimary e<liicaiion 
and the Hon'ble the Finance Memb(*r has madi* a conditional i>romise 
to allot a further sum fc»r that purj)ose. But tin* Govern m(‘nt of Bengal 
h.as not proved as liberal as the GovernirKmt of India. 1 d(‘[)Ior(* the attitude 
taken uj) by the Government of Ihuigal towartls an important institution 
like the Mahakali Fathsala. Its uscfulnf*sH cannot lx* gainsaid ; and a non- 
recurring grant would havi* saved it from that financial cmbarrassmfMi t on 
which it is now likely to suffer shipwreck. In 1916-17 while 14*56 per c(*nt. 
of the male population of school age wiu'e at scIkxjI, the p(*r(M‘ntag<* f)f fmnales 
was only 8*58 The disparity is depressing ; and an (*arnest (4fort should 
be made to remove it. Hence institutions which an^ instrumental in spread- 
ing female education deserve special attention. And I oncf* more hojx.* the 
Government will find it possible to hedp the Mahakali Paiiisala. 

‘‘ Bengal cries aloud for industries other than the univcirsal but insecjuix* 
industry of agriculture. We had prosperous industries. And some of tlnun 
are still cap)able of revival. Bernier in his account of travels in the Mogul 
Empire during the latter part of the seventeenth century wrote; ‘ B<mgal 
abounds in sugar with whidi. it supplies the kingdoms of Golconda an I the 
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Karnatic, wher(* very little in grown, Arabia and Mesopotamia tlirough the 
towns ot Moka and Basra and even Persia by way of Bendor-Abbase 
Thai industry is now in a morilmnd condition. When the war broke our we 
hoped that the opportunity for its revival had come. In reply to a question 
in the Imperial Legislative Council the other day a statement showing the 
(estimated outturn of date sugar in Bengal was submitted : — 


Vcai. 

Tout* 

Year 

Tons. 

i9i:M4 

97,:U)0 

191.V1G 

99,200 

1914-1;^ 

9G,r>00 

1910-17 

... 101,100 


incrt‘aB(‘ is mieroscopic. 

In rej)ly 1o a question asked by my friend, the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra 
Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, t he Governnumt admitted that suitable brine for the 
nianiil'a(4.ur(‘ of salt had been found in the Chittagong side of the Bay of 
Ihmgal. In view of the ri‘.cent disturbances due to the abnormal rise in the 
[)rice of salt would it not be prop(*r for the Government to help the establish- 
ment of the salt industry in Bengal? 

“Materials for the manufactun^ of pnlp for papers are not wanting in 
Ihmgal. Tlu^so slnuild be utilised. And in the matter of establishing new 
induHtri(^s Governnnnit ludp is indisjxuisable. 

1 ho[)e t ht‘ riov(u*nnu‘nl will st*e its way to give an iinpt^tus to the dt'sire 
on the part of the peo[)l(^ to takt* to industrial pursuits. It has ofttm been 
said that- tlu^ rich in Bengal aia^ cont(mt to grow richer as they sleep and 
their f)lacid slumber is siddom disturbed by disquic^ting dreams of the 
responsibiliti('s of W(‘alth. But that charg(‘ (‘an no longer be h‘V('lled against 
thiun. Tlu^y arc^ iH‘alising th(‘ r(‘s|»onsibilitit‘S of wealt h, and (capital is coming 
out- of the saft' sheltiu* of the iron box. But without Government htdp 
nasc(‘nt industries cannot prosp(‘r so as to withstand the competition of 
foreign industries. 

“ Th(‘ (‘xpeudilure on polic(‘ is (‘xtravagant. We all feel the muiessity of 
improving th(‘ ])oliee of t h(‘ province'. But more (*xpenditure c»f huge sums 
cannot iinpi'ov(' the moralv of a s(‘rvict‘. The subject has btuui so often and 
so fully diseusst'd on various occasions that I refrain from discussing it 
any furtlu'r. 

“ Th(‘ri‘ is only om^ other point on which 1 wish to spi'ak to-day. Tlu' 
part iti(UU!ig of tlo^ dist ricts of Midnapon* ami MyimMisingh in tin' teeth of 
])ublic opposition when* cast's have not been made our for such redistributions 
cannot be supj)orted. Such partitioning involvi'S huge expenditures and in 
soim* cast's their utility is qiU'stionable. We art* all along looking forward to 
the grant of rt^sponsible iL)vernm(*nt. In introducing the Financial State- 
ment for in the ]mp«'rial Legislative (Council, Sir William Meyer 

said : * Wi* have under considei'ation, * ^ * in 

connection with the seheint* of (‘onstitutional reforms, a material advance in 
the dirt'cu ion of separating Imperial and Provincial finance ’. That indicates 
that the ri'forms will soon be intnKlueed. And I I'arm^stly ho{)e that all 
schemes of rcvlistribiition of territories should be kept in ab(*yanc»^ till 
resjKvnsible GoviMnnu'ut with independent resources consider such schemes 
on their merits," 

The Hon’ble Mu. Altaf Ali said : — 

“ My Lord, it i-i my p)h>asant ])rivileg#>to congratulate Your Excellency’s 
Governtmmt on the general financial poRition of the Presidency. In the words 
oJF the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, ‘ our receipts have exceeded our expecrations, ’ 
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and this is no small thing at a time when mouthy is so searee as the iiu'vitalile 
result of the Europ(‘an war. While I say this, 1 eaniioi lit*lp nl>st‘rving that 
10 lakliB of this inereased incomi* have been derived from Kxeist*. 1 arn 
sorry to say that this fact discloses a lamentahle statt‘ of things. This 
increased sum of 10 lakhs, if it points to anytliing, points to a c*orri*spondiiig 
increase in the drink hahit of the people. My Lord, 1 can conceive of no evil 
more revolting than the habitual drinking of sf)irituoiis liqin»r. It is incon- 
ceivable how peojde, who have not the wliert^withal to leecranvl clothe them- 
selves, can afford to consume such a large quantity c)f licit cinintry spirits 
My Lord, it behoves every widl-wisher of tlu^ country to try his bt^st ti) put 
a stop to this growing evil and thereby improve the moral condit ion of t ln‘ 
people. Certainly it is not too miieli for me to hope that ^'our LxeelltMu y’s 
Government will not be unmindful of t-lunr responsibility in this direction an<l 
would pass sucli orders a« may be doomed nt‘(‘es8ary to prevtmt l In* grant of 
incrt^ased numbt*!* of lie(‘nses to stockists of formgn liquor and to mtinufae- 
turers of country sjiiiits. It is statinl in tin* Ktndst^d Estiimite that incom«‘ 
tax has contril)Utt^d fifteen and-a-half lakhs to tin* aggregate* ineri'ast* of 
revenue amountitig to R?.. ,o3d^3,()()0 ami this is due to tin* unusually largt* 
profits earn(*d by jute companies and iniscidlaneous mills in lit 16- 1 7. 
Nobody should object to 1 In* increase of iiu‘ome lax as it brspt*aks financial 
prosjxmity of tile peoph* and affects only the Wnll-I o-do classes. Mon* than 
18 lakhs of tin* increase*, d n'veniii* <*ame from the sale of (piiniin* to the 
Military and ('ther nopartments. d'hc Ltiw courts (.;ont ribui (*d Ks. :i,25.()00, 
chiefly from fines in Magiste'rial (h)urts. I am glad lo find that tliere* is a 
consideM'abh* falling olfuinh'r ‘Stamps,’ which ]in*ans that tin* pt*(*ph* Were* less 
litigious during tin* year uinhn* review. 


‘‘On the e\p(‘ndltare side 1 find that there an* savings mainly iindt'r the 
heads of Police* and Ldneation. It is, inde*<‘‘l. satisfactory that ]>oliee expi mb- 
ture was re*duct‘d, but I cannot vi(‘w with satisfaetion the d«*crease of 
expeneliture^ und(*r tln^ ln‘ads of Education and Sanitation amounting te> 
Rs. 17,87,000. Eveiyliody knows anel a<lmits t h.at tln*s(‘ two are by far t he 
most important matt(*rs calciilalei<l to jiromote the W(*llai‘o oj i h<* p**oplr. d'he 
most ]>e)l,tmt sconrgt> of lift* in He*ngal is its appallingly bad samtat-iom As a 
inatt<*r of fae‘t, the*re is ])rae*tieadly no <listriet. in l>engal which can l)(»ast ol 
being fnx* from the ravages of malaria, cholera and other malignant diseas-**'. 


‘‘ My Lord, while Your Exetellency’s Govei'nmenl havi* not done* justn'e t,(» 
tin* Depart m(*ni s of Sanitation and Education, they have found means in this 
critieaal tiim* to provi<h* for such measures of duhioiis utility as ([) the ('on- 
structioii of stenam launedies for tlie^ River Polita* in Kastern l*engal, [2) the^ 
rt.*-organisat ion of the Eastern Rengal l^>lie•e, f.‘L th(* <-onstruetion <d lannehes 
ior rive‘r patrol arrangements for (kde*utta Port I5>lice, (\} tin* inertaase of 
a terrqHJrary foiaa* for District Intel ligemrfi Staff, (5j the raising o| tdn* pro- 
portion of the ordinary reBe*rve‘ eif head-ee)iistahles and eonsfah]i*,s, ami (6; 
the proposal for raising th<* pay of Inad-ejonstahles. Although I mention 
only six items of ohject ionahh* f*xpenelit ure. I am able to extend my eaatalogm* 
te) thrice as many. My Lord, although from t he list of items I have criti- 
cised just now, it may appear that I have attaerke^l only etje Depart immt of 
Government, namely, the Police, 1 wish to iiiakt* myK(*lf ch ar that 1 am u^^t 
t)ne of tfjose who in season and out of season cry down the. Police. I only 
meant to point out that the measures ar(; not so urg(‘nt in their nature 
as not to he deferred till next year io make ro(»in for ni(*asuri!H of such 
public utility and urgency as supply of drinking \vat(*r. s( h<‘meH for th<* 
clu*ok of epidemic diseaBes and spread of education amo.igst the masscK. 
My Lord, these are the real requirements of the pul die at large. Not to 
speak of rural areas, in whicR people* practically drink mud at this time of th^ 
year in order to quench their thirst, then^ arc seve ral municipal towns in 
wliich pure drinking water is a luxury to all intents and pur|>r) 8 ct 4 ^ I am 
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aware, lor inntance, o£ the existence of a large number of filthy tanks within 
the municipal area of the Tangail subdivision. As there are very few wells in 
tlie locality, people have no other alternative than to drink the foul water 
which these tanks contain vvitli dire consequences. While I am glad to find 
that grants of Rs. 38,600 and Rs. 10,000 have been made for the waterworks 
at Nator and Rajbari, njspoctively, 1 cannot but make an appeal for a system of 
waterworks to be installed at each municipal town as early as possible. 
This, indeed, would giv^e real relief to thousands of people throughout Bengal, 


‘‘ My Lord, as a repnisentative of tlie District Boards, 1 am grateful to 
Government for practically accepting my resolution on tlie subject of apj)ointing 
iKui-official (Jhairmen at the last Dacca session of the Council. While I 
appealed for tli(i apf)ointment of non-officials as Chairmen, Government have 
v(‘ry kindly conho-red upon five Boards the franchise of electing their own 
Chairmen. In fact, Gov(^rtlment gave more than what I wanted. I might 
t ake this opport unity of reminding Government that my own Division, namely, 
Uajshahi, has lieen left in the lurch — perhaps forgotten. Emboldened by the 
success of my resolution above nderred to, 1 take this opportunity of request- 
ing Government t o introduce tlu‘ eh^ctivc; system into the constitution of our 
District Boards. 1 shall come up with a resolution at tlui next session ; l)ut 
T trust Gov(‘rinmuU will take this as a timely hint and fon^stall my resolution 
by granting the concession before we me(‘t again in Council. 

“In conclusion I would like, my Lord, to make an appeal to ^our 
Ex(udlency on behall of and in th(^ interest of the ])oor agriculturists who have 
IxMUi hard hit by the efiects of th(> war. Tlu‘Be mute millions who toil in the 
open fic^lds year in and year out, and produce our focKlsIutfs by the svv(\at of 
their brow, car(' little for politics and much less for those higher avocations 
of life in which the upper classes arc* (*ngaged. All 1 hat- tht*y want arc* t wo 
full coarscj medals a day and a few yards of rag to clothe tliemsc^lves with. 
Kvc'ii this has wc‘ll-nigh Ikhui denied to them. Rice* and jute markets having 
goiic^ down and the price of salt and cloth — two indispcmsaldc* nt‘cc*ssaries of 
life — having benm abnormally high, they are now practically involved in a 
ho])el(‘ss struggle^ for existence. It is difficult for them to keep their body 
and soul togethcM* any longer. To make matters worse, a son of jmiic is 
prevailing amongst them by reason of the recent looting of hats in sc'veral 
parts of the Rn^sidency. My Lord, 1 pray, with all the lunphasis that T can 
command, for Your Exccdleney’s personal intervention in the matters above 
referrc'd to, with a view to stop this sad sbatc'of things as far as circumstancc^s 
permit.” 


The Hoii’bh? Kumak 8hiu SiiEKiiAKKswAit Ray said : — 

“My Lord, last 3 ’ear, on this occasion, I drew the attention of Your 
Exc(3llency’s Governnumt to the huge sum of Rs. 21,()0,t)0() sanctioned for 
settlement operations. I further pointt*d out that it was a kind of expendi- 
ture which was neither immediately productive nor of such an urgent and 
necessary character that it could not be put off for some time. These 
operations not only cost the Government an outlay of such a big sum 
but a like sum probably had to be spent by the landlords and tenants to 
supervis«i thest> operations so far as they affected thetr riijhts. 1 ])rayed 
last year that at least fresh operations might be put ofi’ till the end of tdte 
war but it appears that I prayed in vain. I find that this year, too, a sum 
of Rs. 22,00,000 has been provided for settlement operations ; this means 
that war or no war these operations are to proceed in full force. My Lord, 
it is true that three-fourths ol this expenditure would be realised from 
the landlords and tenants in subsequent years and so ultimately the net 
cost t(T the Government would be only about five lakhs and presumably 
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ihia IB the chief reason why the Government arc not inclined to put a stop 
to this unnecessary extravagance oven at a critical period like this. But 
the terrible strain that it moans to the tinancial resources of the districts 
affected can bo better imagined than described. The situation may bo 
briefly summarised as follows : — 

(1) The Government intend to spend a sum of Rs. 22,()().0()0 on district 

settlement operations which are entirely unprcxluctivt' and un- 
necossarjiiand not at ail of an imperative character. 

(2) The landlords and tenants shall have to spend a Kiiin of about 

Rs. 22,00,000 for supervision and suporintondence of th(>se 
operations. 

(3) The Government have decided to recover tliis year Rs. 18, *00, 000 

from the landlords and tenants as cost of past settlcMiicnt 
operations. 

“ In other words it means that at a terribly hard time as the present, the 
Government and the people have been called upon to spend a sum of 
Rs. 62,00,000 on a work of more or loss doubtful utility and I bt'g to 
submit that had the advisers to the Government boon prudent enough in the 
past and stopped the settlement operations immediately on tlu* outbn^ak 
of tlie war, this vast Sum would have been to-day, at the disposal of the 
Government for helping the cause of the war ; but all this advantage is now 
lost. But yet much could be done by the Government if tliey stop t lui work 
wherever possible, even now. If it bo possible to iKistpom^ operations 
involving an outlay of say ten lacs, it would also mean a saving of ten hn^s 
to the people immediately and a further sum of Rs. lacs in the imuiediato 
future.. My Lord, Government have not imposed any fresh taxation and 
have even restrained the flotation of new companies solely with a view that 
the now War Loan and War Charitiofe might not suffer but those settlemmit 
costs are surely a kind of burdensome t.ax, and cannot but seriously aff(M;t th<^ 
subscription to the War Loan in the districts concerned. 1 therefore appeal 
to the Government that as far as possible settlement operations might be ])ut 
off during the continuation of the War and I hope that a serious at tent ion 
would yet be given to this subject both by the Imperial and Local Governintmts. 
It has boon urged by some that if the sottlemoni operations are stopped, an 
efficient and experienced staff consisting of kanungos and amins would have 
to be disbanded and consequently trained men would not bo availabh* wium 
the work would be resumed with the return of normal times. But I do not 
think that there is much force in this argument. Those kanungos and amins 
(*annot vanish away from the face of the earth and would surely be availabhj 
to the Government in any number, whenever necessary. 


“ My Lord, owing to war conditions there is no market for jutcj and tlie 
price of food-grains is also very low and consequently our colh ctiouN liave. 
considerably fallen off. %In fact it has become an acute question with many 
of us as to how to make the two ends meet. The Government could consi- 
derably help us to tide over the difficulty if they realized this year 50 per cent, 
loss of what has been Vjudgetted for recovery as being our sharia of settlement 
costs. The balance might be realised next year or year after. ihese 
costs in many estates far exceed their revenue and consoqiuintly great 
difficulties are being experienced by the zamindars in paying this extra tax ai 
an extremely difficult period of financial depression like the preset. I hOp^ 
this fact too would engage the sympathetic attention of Your Exce 5 llency s 
Government in adjusting the revised Budget. As I have piointed out bemie, 
if the Government postpone some of the settlement operations, they might 
easily help us without in anj^ way disturbing their financial position. 

, \{Uy Lord, now I turn toj^he police expenditure. The ^jdossal amount 
biidgetted for expenditure on the police has been very much engaging the 
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attention of the public and I am afraid my conoUtaency would not be satisfiod 
if I do not Bay a few words on this subject. It is by far the most expensive 
department of the Government. Even at a time when every endeavour is 
l)oing made to curtail expenses in other departm ents, the police expenditure 
is really on the increase. As a zamindar I can easily realize the position 
of the Government in this matter. The stability and reputation of the Gov- 
ernment depend on the amount of safety that they afford to the ))eople undfo* 
their charge and so any department which helps to secijre this state of affairs 
would undoubtedly receive the best attention. In our zamindaries, too, my 
Lord, the department of law receives our best attention. Soloagas this depart- 
ment is well organized and we are in a position to take prompt and adequate 
legal measures against our offending neighbours and tenants, we are respected 
as strong and efficient zamindars and left undisturbed and so even in worst 
years we hardly curtail our expenses here. The expenses we hastfui 
to curtail are those which affect the most inarticulate subjects, as for 
instance the Deva-seva. Similarly the Government have proceeded to 
curtail those expenses which affect the most inarticulate section of the public, 
as for instance the expenses on rural sanitation and agriculture. My Lord, 
as a zamindar I really do not murmur at the attitude taken by the Govern- 
ment towards the police department in preference to others. But, my Lord, 
J beg to submit that in our zamindaries it sometimes happens that too mficli 
attention to the department of Jaw brings about the ruin of the zamindari 
itself. To avoid this catastrophe, good managers periodically revise i ho law 
budget and effect a good deal of economy by having recoin se more to swc(‘( 
reconciliation and compromise than to legal frightfulnoss. J therefore venture 
to suggest that the Government might make a thorough examination of th(' 
police expenditure and see if any reduction is possible by adopting some other 
methods in regard to the police. 


‘‘My Lord, speaking of the police, 1 find that an important item on account, 
of village police involving receipts and expenditure, each well over half a cron' 
of rupees, has no place in our Budget. From my personal knowledge I might 
say that the administration of Village Police Funds is far from satisfactory. 
In my humble opinion*the income and the expenditure on this head might be 
provincialised and shown in the Budget, and the Government should also 
devote more attention to tho efficient administration of this department. 
Sir Satyendra Sinha introduced this morning the Village Self-Governirient 
Bill, and 1 find that the Village Police Funds are to be properly supervised by 
the villagers themselves. In that case I think my request comes too lute. 
But 1 make the suggestion for what it is worth. In this connection, my 
Lord, it strikes me as an anomaly that while we, tho people in the mufassal, 
pay a police t.ax of over half a crore of rupees, those in urbgm areas do 
not pay anything towards tho maintenance of police forces in those areas, 
and I take this opportunity to suggest that the Government might take 
steps to rectify this anomalous distinction between the rural and urban 
population.” 


The Hon’blo Mr. Mackenzie said ; — 

“ My Lord,^ the rules which govern tho general discussion of the Budget 
in Council provide that tho discussion shall be limited to those branches of 
revenue and expenditure which are under the financial control of the Local 
Government, and the Secretary to the Council in the Circular which ho 
addresses to non-official members in anticipation of the discussion is careful 
to warn members that observations and suggestions which are not distinctly 
related to the Budget statement may be held to be out of order. I trust I 
will not be held by Your Exoellemoy to be out ol order if I refer to an item 
of expenditure which, although not, strictly speaking, coming within the 
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category referred to, is nevertheless an item of oxpondituro which niiffht he 
curtailed with advantage to all concerned. I refer to the expenditure of i i,ne 
in the discussion of resolutions on the financial statement. 

“ If I am permitted to refer to this matter I hope I shall be acquitted by 
„,y colleagues on the Council of any desire to read the Council a lecture as i‘i 
were. Even were I qualified, which 1 am painfully aware I am not , that is 
the last thing I should desire to do, and 1 hope therofore no offence will be 
taken where none is intended. I merely wish to say how it strikes the 
average business man and I am sure my friends on the ot.her side of the 
house representing the Bengal Chamber of Commerce will bear out wliat I 
say. The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja of Burdwan referred to the matter 
at the discussion which took place a year ago almost to a day. Rtderriug to 
certain resolutions on police expenditure, be said that after the declaration by 
t he Government that the money budgotted under that head could not b(i dii ertcd 
any business man would have said that many of the resolutions that folh>wed 
ought to have been dropped. The same thing cannot have failed to strike any 
impartial observer in connection with the discussions wliicli tc>ok place on the 
Revised Financial Statement which occupied the time of the Council for tlire»> 
whole days. 1 take it wc are all here to set' in what way we can best 
advance the interests of this great Presidency, and I cannot hcl]) feeling that 
Ibis cannot best, be done by the policy which there seems a tendt'ucy in some 
directions to adopt of ‘ flogging a dead horse ’. Such a policy, in my opinion, 
can only tend to alienate sympathy from evon a go id cause. Tinu‘ is mont'y 
and it is just as essential therefore that the expenditure under this bead 
as under any other head should be kept as low as possible. This is necessary 
in tlie interests of the Members of this Council as a whole ami iiavticularly iii 
the interests of the Members in eliargt> of the different portfolios aml tlo' 
hard-worked Secretaries of the various departments on whom sjK'cial war 
measures, added to the already onerous task of ailministoi ing a largo province 
lik(; this, have placed a special strain which it is our ilut.y to lighten as 
iar as lies in our powtir. I feel confident that only by working together in 
this way and by avoiding the policy of ‘pinprick’ we shall liesl a<lvaiue 
the interest we all have at heart. 

“In this connection a suggestion has boon made by another non-olfioial 
inoniber of the Council that the pnjceoiiings might be materially curtailed, 
if in dealing with resolutions the Government member followed the mover 
in the debate. 

“ After hearing what the Government member had to say it would not 
infrequently be unnecessary for others to prolong tlie discussion. 1 do 
not know if it is possible or if possible, in all cases advisable, t.o ado]>t t his 
procedure, but I have noticed it is sometimes followed with satisfactory 
results. 

“Another suggestion which has been ma<le is that the practice of requiring 
that the names of those who wish to speak shoiihl lie liamled to Your 
Excellency beforehand might be discontinued, and that it should bo Hufficit.rrtT 
for anyone wishing to speak to catch Your Excellency’s eye. 

“I must confess I put forward this suggestion with a certain amount of 
trepidation as I fear, if adopted, it might have the effect of prolonging rather 
tl^an shortening the discussions, but it would at all ev.mts give an 
opportunity of speaking to those who might not at the start of a debate 
wish to take part but who might find reason af a later stage for wishing to 
interpose. 

, “ And Your Eixeellency could always conveniently turn a blind eye when, 

in Your Excellency’s opinion, the discussion had proceeded far enough. 
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aitontion o£ the public and I am aCraid my conoiituency would not be satisfied 
if I do not say a few words on this subject. It is by far the most expensive 
department of the Government. Even at a time when every endeavour is 
being made to curtail expenses in other departm ents, the police expenditure 
is really on the increase. As a zamindar I can easily realize the position 
of the Government in this matter. The stability and reputation of the Gov- 
ernment depend on the amount of safety that they afford to the people under 
their charge and so any department which helps to secure this state of affairs 
would undoubtedly receive the best attention. In our zamindaries, too, my 
Lord, the deportment of law receives our best attention. So long as this depart- 
ment is well organized and wo are in a position to take prompt and adequate 
legal measures against our offending neighbours and tenants, we are respected 
as strong and efficient zamindars and left undisturbed and so even in worst 
years wo hardly curtail our expenses here. The expenses we hasten 
to curtail are those which affect the most inarticulate subjects, as for 
instance the Dova-seva. Similarly the Government have proceeded to 
curtail those expenses which affect the most inarticulate section of the public, 
as for instance the expenses on rural sanitation and agriculture. My Lord, 
as a zamindar I really do not murmur at the attitude taken by the Govern- 
ment towards the police department in preference to others. But, my Lord, 
1 bf^g to submit that in our zamindaries it sometimes happens that too much 
attention to the department of law brings about the ruin of the zamindari 
itself. To avoid this catastrophe, good managers periodically revise the law 
budget and effect a good deal of economy by having rwoinse more to sweet 
reconciliation and compromise than to legal frightfulness. I therefore venture 
to suggest that the Government might make a thorough examination of the 
police expenditure and see if any reduction is possible by adopting some other 
methods in regard to the police. 


‘‘ My Lord, speaking of the police, 1 find that an important item on account 
of village police involving receipts and expenditure, each well over half a crorc 
of rupees, has no place in our Budget. From my personal knowledge I might 
say t hat i he administration of Village Police Funds is far from satisfactory. 
In my humble opinionAthe income and the expenditure on this head might be 
provincialised and shown in the Budget, and the Government should also 
devote more attention to the efficient administration of this department. 
Sir Satyendra Sinha intnxlucod this morning the Village Self-Government 
Bill, and 1 find that the Village Police Funds are to be properly supervised by 
the villagers themselves. In that case I think my request comes too late. 
But I make the suggestion for what it is worth. In this connection, my 
Lord, it st rikes me as an anomaly that while we, the people in t he mufassal, 
pay a ))olice tax of over half a crore of rupees, those in urb^n areas do 
not pay anything towards the maintenance of police forces in those areas, 
and I take this opportunity to suggest that the Government might take 
steps to rectify this anomalous distinction between the rural and urban 
population.'’ 


The Hon'blo Mr. Mackenzie said : — 

“ My Lord, the rules whicli govern the general discussion of the Budget 
in Council provide that the discussion shall be limited to those branches of 
revenue and expenditure which are under the financial control of the Local 
Government, and the Secretary to the Council in the Circular which he 
addresses to non-official members in anticipation of the discussion is careful 
to warn members that observations and suggestions which are not distinctly 
related to the Budget statement may be held to be out of order. I trust I 
will not be held by Your Excellency to be out of order if I refer to an item 
of expenditure which, although not, strictly speaking, coming within the 
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category referred to, is nevertheless an item of expenditure which inigfit be 
curtail^ with advantage to all concerned. I refer to the exptuulitiire of time 
in the discussion of resolutions on the hnaiicial statement. 

“ If I am permitted to refer to this matter I hope I shall be acquitted by 
my colleagues on the Council of any desire to read the Council a h^cturc as it 
were> Even were I qualified, which 1 am painfully aware I am not, that is 
the last thing I should desire to do, and I hope therefore offiuiee will bo 
taken where none is intended. I merely wish to say how it strikes tlie 
average business man and I am sure iny friends on the other side of the 
house representing the Bengal Chamber of Commerce will bear out what 1 
say. The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja 6t Burdwan referred to the matter 
at the discussion which took place a year ago almost to a day. Beferring lo 
certain resolutions on police expenditure, he said that after tlie declaration by 
the Government that the money budgotted under that head could not bt> diverttul 
any business man would have said that many of the resolutions that followed 
ought to have been dropped. The same tiling cannot have failed to slrikt* any 
impartial observer in connection with the discussions which took place* on the* 
Revised Financial Statement which occupied the* time of the Council for thrt*e 
whole days. 1 take it we are all here to see in what way we^ can be^sl 
advance the intore^sts of this great Presidenejy, anel I cannot hedp fending that 
this cannot best be done by the policy which the^re seems a tendemey in houic 
directions to adopt of ‘flogging a elead horse Such a policy, in my ()f)ini()n, 
can only tend to alienate sympathy from e^von a go )d cause. Time* is mon(*y 
and it is just as essential therefore that thc' expenditures undesr this li(‘ad 
as under any other head should be kept as low as possibles. This is necessary 
in the interests of the Members of this Council as a whole* an<l particularly in 
the interests of the Members in charge of the eliflV*re*nt portfolios anel the' 
hard-worked Stn-retaries of the various de*partmeuits on whom spc^cial war 
measures, adde3d to the already onerous task of aelministe'ring a large province' 
like this, have placed a special strain which it is our duty to lighten as 
far as lies in our powe^r. I fen;! confielcnt lliat only by working t^oge't he r in 
this way and by avoiding the policy of ‘pinprick’ we* shall be^st advances 
the interest we all have at heart. 

“In this connection a suggestion has been made^ by another non-ollioial 
member of the Council that the proceedings might be materially curtaile'd, 
if in dealing with resolutions the Government member follovve;eJ tlie' mover 
in the debate. 

“ After hearing what the Government member had to say it would not 
infrequently be unnecessary for others to prolong the disousHion. J do 
not know if it is possible or if possible, in all cases ad visable*, to adopt this 
jirocedure, but I have noticed it is sometimes followed with satisfactory 
results. 

“ Another suggestion which has been made is tliat the practi('c of requiring 
that the names of those who wisli to speak should lx* handl'd to Your 
Excellency beforehand might be discontinued, and that it should Ix' suflicietTT 
for anyone wishing to speak to catch Your Excellency’s eye. 

“I must confess I put forward this suggestion with a certain amount of 
trepidation as I fear, if adopted, it might have the eflTect of prolonging rather 
than shortening the discussions, but it would at all events give an 
opportunity of speaking to those who might not at the start of a debate 
wish to take part but who might find reason at a later stage for wishing to 
interpose. 

“ And Your Excellency could always conveniently turn a blind eye when, 
in Your Excellency's Opinion, the discussion had proceeded far enough. 
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“ I have to offer Government my congratulations on the successful resist- 
ance offered to the numerous attacks on the schemes for the partitions of 
Midnaporo and Mymensingh. We find in business that when a thing gets too 
big for efficient control by an existing organization we have either to increase 
our establishment or be prepared to lose money. It is hardly necessary to 
say which alternative we adopt. I have no doubt the same thing applies in 
the management of a province or a division, and I have ^ually no doubt in 
my own mind that the partition of these heavy districts will prove to be a 
productive work of the first magnitude not by any means the smallest portion 
of the benefit going to those whom, as I gather, the partition was primarily 
dcisigned to bcmofit, namely, the people of the district themselves. I hope that 
the opposition to these schemes has now been finally laid to rest, and that 
before long in pursuance of the policy of partitioning the large districts with a 
view to tlio more efficient administration of the Province we shall shortly have 
another n(^w lieadquarters division at Asansol. I understand that a memorial 
has already been presented to Your Excellency in this connection by those 
interested, and I hope it will receive early and favourable consideration. 

‘‘ Referring to expenditure on the Police which has formed the subject of 
much adverse comment, I may say that I am not one of those who hold the 
vi(^w that all is well with that particular force. That they have done excellent 
work in many dirc^ctions no one will deny, but there must be some grounds for 
the very general feeling of distrust in regard to them which is evidenced by 
the non-official Indian Members of this Council. I would strongly urge upon 
(Jovernment, therefore, that they should endeavour to unearth the causes 
which lie at the root of this distrust with a view to their elimination. 1 do 
not blame the superior officers of the force although recent unfortunate events, 
to wliicli it Is p(n*ha|)8 unnecessary to refer again, have shown that like other 
p(K)i)le they are liable to make mistakes. 1 believe, however, they are doing 
their best in the face of much opposition with very indifferent material, and 1 
can only hope that time will show that the apprehensions of our non-official 
Indian friends that the continuous and ever increasing expenditure on Policu^ 
ndonn is out of all proportion to the results achieved are not well founded. I 
note that a considerable portion of the expenditure to which exception has 
been taken is in connection with the River Police in Eastern Bengal, and wliile 
no om^ will deny t hat the efficient policing of the great rivers of the Province 
is a mati-er of urgent reform, it is of equal importance that the rivers them- 
selves should receive more systematic attention than they do at present at the 
hands of Government. And that brings me to a suggestion I have to make, 
which might bo taken into consideration before another year, and that is the 
formation of a Waterways Trust somewhat on the lines of the Calcutta Port 
Trust, which will charge itself with the improvement, regulation and conserv- 
ancy of existing waterways and will sugge^Bt such schemes as may be con- 
sidered advisable for the development of river-borne traffic. The question of 
water caiTiage has receive<l a great deal of attention during recent years on 
the continent of Europe, the United States and last of all in the United 
Kingdom. 

“ I might at this point appropriately quote the recent views of two eminent 
British Engineers on this question. 'I'he quotations are from the Minutes 
of Pr(XJeeding8 of the Institution of Civil Engineers issued in October 
last which have just come into my hands. 

“ S|X)aking in a discussion on the Keadby Bridge on the Great Central 
Railway, Sir John F. Griffith said inter alia : — 

* One of the lesson of the war has been the importanee of inland navigation ; 
it is to bo hoped that the country will profit by that lesson, and will, at an early 
date, take advantage of its natnral waterways and improve them and the canals, 
to snit them to modern reqnirements and form a usefnl supplement to the road and 
Uailwoy system.* 
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Mr. J. A. Saner, who followed Sir John Griffith in the diBCiiHsion. 
ccMicluded his remarks as follows : — 

‘I desire to emphasise the remarks made by Sir John Griththas to the groAt im}>ort- 
ance in all cases where navigation or canals are crossed by Railway or road briilges, 
of preserving the waterways as fully as possible for the use of the tratlic. Everyone 
now realises that had the proposals of the Royal Commission on Canals and Inland 
Waterways b^n carried into effect, there would have b^en much less congestion on the 
Railways at the present time, and that a largo portion of th(* cost of the reconHtrnctit>n 
and alteration of the waterways would have been actually saved and refunde<l iluring 
the past two years.’ 


“ If these views emphasise one thing more than another it is that we 
should avoid the mistake that was made in the United Kingdom of throttling 
the waterways. I do not think there is any danger of our doing so ; at the 
same time the onus of upholding the rights of a free watm way should not 
devolve on private carriers, hut sliould Ix^ on a suitably eonstitiitcul Trust 
including representatives of the carriers. 


“The value of water transport has long been recognized in Franeti, 
Germany and Belgium as being of enormous importance, ami huge* siiinH have 
been spent in perfecting communications between the various largo centri^s. 
Water transport has its place as a department in the State (economy of i*acli of 
these countries and various schemes for iU‘V(doj)ing the resourcum of the 
nation are subjected to the closest scrutiny of experts on wattu'ways or wati^r 
I ransport. 


“ From the number of questions put in this Council n^garding the improvt^- 
rnent of rivers and khals I am glad to think that opinion in this country is 
awakening to the importance of the problem iff improving waterways not only 
from the point of view of transport, l)ut also from tlu^ important point of vi(iw 
of sanitation. If attention to waterways is found m^cessary in tlui interests of 
the State when dealing with the limited resources of the United Kingdom 
how much more would it appear desirable to place the magnificent water- 
ways of India under an Executive which should have their protection and 
development as an exclusive trust. There is at present in existence; a 
Standing Waterways Committee, but it hicks one important factor, authority. 
It can advise, suggest, object or criticise, but it cannot act, and is thus 
incapable of vigorously addressing itself to the many important (jiujstions 
which arise from time to time in connection with waterways and water-borru*. 
traffic. In making the suggestion for a Waterways Trust I wish it to bo 
clearly understood that I am not for a moment suggesting that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal are not fully alive to the importance of this subjcict. The 
Local Government through their Public Works Department have done much 
towards improvement of waterways and have initiated valuable sclHiines, and 
I would like to take this opportunity of bearing testimony to the ready 
sympathy which any project that has been put forward has always received at 
the hands not only of the Member in charge but at the hands of men like my 
hon'ble friend Mr. Cowley and Mr. Addams-Williams. I consider, however, 
that a Waterways Trust is none the less necessary for the reasons I have given 
and in this view I believe I am strongly supported by such important bexlies 
as the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the CommisBitmers for the Port of 
Calcutta. It is not perhaps too much to hope therefore that a Tru^t such as 
I have indicated will before long find a place in the Statij ecoi^iny of this 
country. I do not think the formation of such a Trust would involve any 
great expenditure at the outset, and once it were got into proper working 
order it would, I feel quite sure, be self-supporting, while the benefits to the 
country at lar^ would be enormous. I feel sure, my Lord, that if more had 
been known in Delhi and Simla regarding the waterways of these parts, the 
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types of vessels plying on them and the way in which the business is con- 
ducted, many of the muddles that were made in the early days of the 
campaign in Mesopotamia in connection with the inland water transport would 
liave been obviated. 

In this connection I should like — if I am in order in so doing — to refer to 
the remarks of the Hon’hle Mr. Beatson Bell in replying to 1i resolution 
moved by an Hon’ble Member from Chittagong regarding the improvement 
of the Chaktai khal at the meeting before last. The proceedings of the meet- 
ing have not yet been published, but I think, if my recollection serves me 
rightly, the Hon^ble Member in charge said that in this case the Government 
proposed to try a small experiment in local self-government and by way of so 
doing proposed to notify the khal under the Canals Act and give the 
merchants who used it permission to improve it themselves, I think he also 
said that Government would not bo justified in spending the rate-payers’ 
money for the benefit of the few merchants who used the khal. Knowing 
Mr. Beatson Bell’s keen sympathy with waterway projects, I was rather 
surprised at the time tliat he should have taken such a narrow view of 
Government’s obligations in a matter of this kind, but I was unable to say 
anything at the time as I believe I had not the right to speak. 1 would like to 
put on record however that I do not agree that the benefit m such cases 
accrues only to those who make use of a waterway. 


“ Rivers and khaU are as much highways as roads or any other means of 
communication — in fact arc the natural highways of tlie Province — and it is 
as much the duty of Government to conserve and improve them for thi^ 
])mi(‘fit of the community at large as it is their duly to maintain roads. 


“ I am aware that the Inland SteanK>r Companies have accepted a similar 
measure of self-government at Sera.jganj, but they have done so not bcH'aust^ 
th(^y think it right but becrause, for the time being, they are unable to do 
better. 


“ At the discuission of the Budget last year the Hon’l>le Mr. Eden made 
rehutuice to the Grand Trunk Canal Project, and expressed the hoj)e that 
nothing would be allowaxl to interfere with its consideration and early 
adoption. 


“ Mr. Eden referred to the great, benefits that would accrue to practically 
all sections of the community from the construction of the Grand IVunk 
('anal, so that it is not necessary for me to doso again. 

Replying to Mr. Eden the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell^gave the assurance 
that Government had not the least intention of pigeonholing the project, but 
])ropo8iHl, as soon as normal conditions wore resumed, to take it up and push 
it tiirough. There, so far as I am aware, the matter rests, and I take it that 
considerations of Imperial finance still prevent anything being done. While 
realizing that these considerations are paramount I cannot help regretting 
that it seems impossible fo make a move of any kind. We shall welcome a 
beginning however small. I do not think the menace of the rapid deteriora- 
tion of the present steamer route viti the Sunderbans, as pointed out by 
Mr. Addnms-Williams, is sufficiently realized The whole of the river-bome 
traffic of Eastern Bengal and Assam is dependent for its exit from and 
entrance to the Hopghly on one river, the Dooagra, which, in the opinion of 
Mr. Addams-Williams, must inevitably be closed entirely before many years. 
If this closure takes place before the alternative route is available, is it 
realized what a calamity it would involve to the trade of this and neighbour- 
ing Provinces ? It would be bad enough at any time, but, at the present time*. 
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with Railways unable to cope with the traffic offorinp: and the trade of those 
Provinces dependent in a greater measure than usual on river transport for 
an outlet, it would be nothing short of a disaster. 1 think the mercantile 
community of Calcutta are fully alive to the menace 1 have referred to, and 
would strongly support me in urging that a beginning should he made as an 
earnest of the Government intentions that the scliemt' will be puslu'd tlircnigh. 
I quite realize the difficulty about funds, but would it not bt^ }x>8Kil)le to makt' 
a start by utilizing the large number of Turkish prisoners for which 1 umler- 
stand the Government of India are anxious to find employment. The Oovimmi- 
inent of India have been pressing these prisoners on the att(*ntion of ('aleutta 
for some time, and experiments are now being made with a view to tlieir 
employment in collieries. But after all cml cutting is a busiiu^ss that 
requires a certain amount of skill, and it is by no means certain, i‘it her t hat 
the experiment will bo a success or that the collieries will lx* able to absorb 
all the men available. 


“ It seems to me that more congenial employment might be found for 
them in connection with this Canal project wliile Government would be 
getting some return for the large sums the^^ arc* spending on their kt^ep. I 
have not consulted any body about this suggestion, and mon^ly make it lor 
what it is worth in my anxiety to see a start made. 


My Lord, I am sorry to have* taken up so much of the tinu^ of this (yoiineil 
and I am afraid, after what I said in the early pari of my speech, J may l>e 
accuscKl of inconsistency or worse. My Lord, I plead tlie rules. J would 
havt^ been very glad to have had iny sp(x*ch takem as rexad, but I lu^ rules 
specifically provide that no speech will be taken as read, theii;id)y placing a 
premium on the waste of time of which I complain.*' 


The IIoii’l)le Khan Sahih Maitlvi Aman Ali said ; — 

“ My Lord, Your Excellency’s Government have again aHsembltxJ amidst 
th(i sufferings and trials of this world-war to discuss the Budg(»t. The Finan(?e 
Member essaying the difficult task of limiting the Budget expendituris within 
the resources of the provincial revenue deserves tlie support ol all in his 
arduous task. This year the task proved almost impossibh^, an<l the (jovern- 
ment of India allowed the Local Government to estimate for a deficit of 
Rs. 40,20,(300. The very necessity of being compelletl to frame a deficit Budget 
shows paucity of funds and the amount of anxious care bestowcxl on tin; 
Budget by the Member in charge. But I regret to be unable to congratulate 
the Hon’ble Member on the appropriations of revenue to the different n^quire- 
ments of the Presidenc>^ While framing the Budget the Finance Member 
evidently forgot the Chittagong Division. This oversight will loavo the needs 
of this district unattended to during the next 12 months. If in future years 
the non-official members are permitted to offer suggestions as to particular 
needs of their districts to the Member in charge of the Budget beforehand, 
a repetition of the oversight may be avoided. 


“The Budget teems with large provisions for the Policy^. Notwithstand- 
ing retrenchment in all directions, the provision for the district police 
has been increased by nearly Rs. 40,0(3,000 during the last six years. Similar 
liberal. treatment has been extended toother police forces. In the expenditure 
under Public Works Department large sums are provided for the police, both 
urban and mufassal. Unfortunately the morale of the force, so magnificently 
treated, has not improved. Notwithstanding their motor cars, motor 
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launchoH, palatial barracks and stately offices, the Sub-Inspector and his con- 
stables are as dilij^ont in hunting for lucre as in the days of the John Compeny. 
The remedy seems to me to appoint educated influential people as panchayats 
and associate them with the police in all important cases of police investiga- 
tion. Another remedy lies in enlisting educated men of birth to the police 
service and to hold out to them good prospects. I may state that the police 
has dealings with the real people, and a European high police officer, however 
well intentioned, often finds it well nigh impossible to unravel the toils of 
his unscrupulous underlings. Induce Indians of the right type to join the 
police force, my Lord, and in a decade the service will undergo magical 
transformation. 


“My Lord, I am glad that the provision for the sanitary improvement 
of the Presidency has boon fixed at Rs. 11,71,000 against Ks. 5,98,000 of the 
previous year. But oven here the case of my neglected town has entirely 
boon overlooked. Chittagong is a growing port town. The Government of 
Lord Carmichael, rightly recognizing pure drinking water as the first step 
towards sanitary improvement of a town, granted the magnificent donation 
of 2 lakhs with a loan of an additional lakh and-a-half for water-works. Thus 
my native city embarked on its career of new usefulness equipped with the 
most interesting water-works of India. It may bo added that our type is 
Ixung copied at Puri and in the Punjab. But unfortunately the war 
intervened and the machinery, oil and coal quadrupled in price. To meet 
the emergency the Commissioners increased taxes, reduced pressure at the 
mains and tried various other means. To add to their difficulty the law courts 
declared that the meters should he provided at the cost of the Municipality. 
This has threatened the Municipality with financial ruin. L therefore, take 
this opportunity of appealing earnesl ly to Your Lordship for a small grant- 
in-aid to thb Chittagong Municipality. The sum may be obtained from 
Us. 1,52,000 provided as ‘special grant at the disposal of the Divisional 
Commissioners.’ 

“ The medical provision has practically remained stationary, ?.e., Rs. 
26,86,000 against Rs. 27,75,000 of the previous nwisod Budget. Under this 
head large sums have been provided for urban medical institutions. No 
special grant has bt?on received by the Chittagong district. 

“ Provision under this head is Rs. 1,03,01,000 against Rs. 98,13,000 of 
the previous year. In education, as in sanitation, the bulk of the money has 
been given away to institutions in or near Calcutta, leaving a small balance to 
be doled out to different districts. When distributing this dole the Chitta- 
gong district has, as usual, been entirely ignored. I may add lhat the needs 
of our local college and attached Muhammadan hostel are really great, as is 
acknowledged by the Government, in the Hon’blo Mr. O’Malley’s reply to my 
questions on the 22nd danuary, 1918. 

“ My Lord, I beg to appeal to Your Lordship for a small grant to improve 
the Chaktai khal of Chittagong from provision under ‘ Irrigation — Minor 
Works and Navigation.* Chaktai is t,h« centre of commercial activity of the 
town, and its improvement is bound to accelerate the growth of Chittagong as 
a commercial city. 

“My Lord, the war with its attendant inevitable evils .has brought one 
message of hope Co us. I mean that it has offered an opportunity to the 
Indians to develop their industrial resources. Chittagong is very, happily 
situated so far as industrial adtivity is concerned. In days of yore the 
Chittagong sailors sailed in their home-noiade fcoats to Burma and'o^her 
ports of India. The old industry is not yet deaa and numerous bo^ i^re 
locally built even in these days. State patronage and encouragement may 
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be extended to this and other iiuligenous ludustiii^s. li the Uovernineiit 
desires that Indian produce and Indian niintMals should not he exploited 
by foreigners at the expense of the childnoi of the soil, no luMter opportunity 
ohere than the j)reHent to support infant enttu’prises an.l cu-eate nt'w 
ones/’ 


The Hon’hle Uai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

** My Lord, T could not catch every word of what tin* Hon'hle 
Mr. Mackenzie said, but 1 have had an opportunity since of glancing thnnigh 
liis written S}a*(*ch. And 1 want to say a few words about it. lMn> Hon’bln 
Mr. Macktmzie has n*ferred to the expeinliture of linn* for moving n^solutions 
in this t!oun(‘il. 1 certainly think lliat there is a consiilerabh* exptmdittirt* \\\ 
that direction. May I ask is there not talk in tlie greati'st h*gislativt‘ assembly 
of the world — the Parliament and how long and ])rotractt‘d — are tin' debates ! 
It would be a sad day for India, if we turned mute and our fet‘lings, wishes 
and aspirations are clicked uj). Ibit. my Lord, I think it is necessary to siat(^ 
on behalf of the non-otlicial memlnn*8 who inove<l resolutions — I myself did 
not move any resolution at least this session — that t hert* is a gn^at deal of 
difference in this respect bt twei'ii tht^ Eiir*>pt»an and Indian nori-otticial nn‘m- 
bers. My non-official European frit'iid may know a great deal — whidi wt* 
cannot kn()V\ — and also g(‘ts what he wants without moving any resolutions 
from his jathhais who are members of a buieaucracy whom In^ meets at dinners 
and other social functions. There is natural sympathy and community of 
feelings bi^tween the two sections of the Europi'an community. A vary 
distinguished meiubt*!* of the Gov(nainu*nt of India, aftc^rwards a membm* 
of the Cal)inet for some time, onct* told one of my anct^sters that tin* lati* 
of India is decided at the dinni*r tal>le. Matters art^ more satisfactorily s(»t t led 
at dinner table between tin* official and tin* non-official Europc'ans. Hut we 
Indians have no opportunity of settling things in this way, and, my Lord, 
altlK)Ugh we sometinn^s take uj) the tiling of the ( ^mncil W(* cannot hel|) doing 
so, becrause vv(* must have sonn* op})ortunity of expressing our views in this 
r%)uncil and pressing them upon governmtml. 


My Lor<l, for ytmrs ])ast I have btnui urging upon tho necessity of tin* 
appointment of a standing financt^ committee to consider all financial questions, 
examine the departmental budgets, recurring and non-n?curring expf'nditu res, 
appropriations and transfers, and to find out ways and means fur m*w and 
pressing schemes, wliether suggested from <ifficial or non-ofiicial (piarters, 
by a close and intimate acquaintance with tho details of administration — 
a knowledge which under the prestint system the non-official mcml)ers an* 
precluded from acquiring. I again respectfully ask \ our P.«xcelltuicy to yield 
to our request otherwise the bu Iget discussion fx^comes acadtunic, uninformed, 
unprofitable and stale, and leads to a waste of time and energy. In the 
standing finance committee any non-official member of Vour Excellency’s 
Council will have the privilege to submit any scheme for consideration, and if 
it its approved by Government or the Legislative Council the question ot funds 
may be investigated in the financt* committee. The conimitt(5e shall be. 
presided over by the Vice-President of the tJouncil or the Financial Member, 
and its pnxjeedings shall be subject to the approval of the Legislative Council. 
I have outlined a scheme. It is dciubtless capable of imj)rov’'e merit. Whatever 
the scheme may be, we want a standing finance conimittee a (doser associa- 
tion with the details of the administration instead of infructuous debates and 
ornamental shows. Last year the Hon’hle Mr. Bc'atson Bell said, in reply to me, 
that the proposal was not in accordance wild* the constitut’on. My Lord ^ the 
time^has changed, the constitution must be changed along with it. The ‘ old 
an4eriilu vian ’ system as ,,i^r. Montagu has sai<l must give plaice to a nacre 
popular and up^to date one, otherwia <3 misunderstanding and dissatisfaction will 
continue to exist. On the other hand, if the non-official membem are taken 
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into coiitiiieiice they will understand the difficulties o£ administration and 
become a powerful ally of Government. 

I regret to see that no progress has yet been made with the scheme for 
improvement of primary education in Calcutta. Truly the wheel of the 
Government’s coach moves very slowly. Some three or four years ago a 
Hpocial officer was appointed to report on the condition of primary education 
in Calcutta. Ho submitted his repoi*t which disclosed a deplorable state of 
affairs which ought not to bo tolerated for a day. Surely, it is high time that 
something should bo done to establish primary education on a satisfactory 
footing. The Corporation of (Calcutta has offered to co-oporate, but the 
Government are not yet ready with the scheme. Not only in Calcutta, but 
throughout the province tlu^ pri^sent state of primary education is, in the 
words of Mr. Hornell, ‘ profoundly ’ unsatisfactory. He assured the Council 
that practical proposals would be put forward, but we have not yet seen any 
indication of tlnuii. But I am glad that a grant of lakhs has boeil made 
which, I hope, will be spent in removing partially the cause of the reproach, 
ddiere is a great want of good schools for secondary education in Calcutta. 
The leading c(jlleglate schools are all overcrowded and a number of private 
secondary schools have come into existence which, however inefficiently, are 
meeting the public wants to a certain extent. I>ut they are all struggling 
with their shmdor means. Their want is chieflj^ gocxl accomimxiation and the 
Director of Public instruction would do a great ])ublic service if he would 
provide them with funds for suitable school buildings. Of the many regret- 
table things in the control and conduct of the secondary educaDon, the most 
glaring is that, while tlie Imperial grant of lakhs was not made timely and 
proper us(‘ of by the Diri'ctorate, fresh cause of suffering, discontent and 
smarting has been given by the sj)eedy issue and hasty use of a reactionary 
circular notorious as ‘ the Turner Circular ’. The Hastings House school is a 
us(dul institution in its way, but tlu' charges are so high that they preclude 
men of nuKlerate means from taking advantage of superior education and 
trailing in t his institut ion. The Director of Public Instruction said the scdioi)! 
is not, mertdy intended for tlu‘ we.althy. but is established to meet the needs of 
those who want- for tlndr boys a training which the ordinary high school d{M>s 
not provide. But can this laudable object be gained by the imjK)sitiou of a fee 
of Ks. 100 for boarders and Ks. 25 for day-scholars. The charges are 
prohibitive and quite l)eyond the means of the people, except the wealthy. 
Surely, the Government have not established this institution at the cost of 
the public excdiequor for the few most wealthy meml)ers of our community. 


May 1 inquire what steps are being taken to foster ttichnical education 
in this Presidency? There is com])aratively too much of University education 
and too little of toehiiical education. To begin with, cannot provision be 
made for the introduction of manual training in Government schools such 
as drawing, carpentry, smithy and leather work, etc. ? 


A very useful grant was generously made to Mr. H. K. Banorjee for 
training in a railway w’orkshop. Cannot an annual sum be budg^ated for the 
training of young Indians in technical branches of Government anti railway 
service and new avenues of mnploymeut opened to them ? The tax-payers’ 
money cannot be better spent than in this direction. 


Although the expenditure under the head of the police is increasing 
beyond all limit, still I am sorry to say that the subordinate rank of police 
officers, who are all Indians, have not met with the attention they deserved. 
They are a body of faithful, loyal and hard-working servants, but they 
bemoan their lot that they are not so kindly looked after by the Government. 
For instance?, the pay of head-constables and^ writer-constablee in 4 the 
Calcutta police are fixed at Rs. 18 rising to Rs. 26. They belong to the hhadra- 
log class <tnd are generally men of education similar to the clerks in Government 
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and mercantile offices. Why should they receive such a miserable pay ? 
1 submit that their pay should not be less than Us. 80 and t he more meri- 
torious amongst them should be promoted to the rank of Sub-Inspector, 

so that they may gradually rise up to the higher grade of the service. I 

cannot conclude my remarks with regard to the police without thanking the 

Government most heartily for having promoted a ileserving and highly meri- 
torious Indian officer, Rai P. (', Lahiri Bahadur, to the post of Deputy Com- 
missioner of Calcutta police. I hope the appointmimt will be madt* ]>ernianent, 
and that similar encouragement will be given to other Indian officers <>f the 
police service. While congratulating the CornmisHiom^r of Policu*, Mr. t'lark(\ 
on the increase of his salary, I feel 1 must acquaint Your Exeelhmey 

of the apathy of the police in regulating the traffic in the lun-tht rn })art of 
the town, especially in the crowded Indian mercantile (]uartt‘rs, where tlu' 
police is supremely apathetic, and the obstruction is so great tliat oiu‘ can 
hardly move from one end of a stnn^t to the other in less than an hour. 
The carters obstruct the stn*ets and the footpaths without i ht^ sliglitt'st 
compunction and become insolent when asked to move, and tlie disconcerted 
traveller wonders whether Mr. (darke has ceded this part of the British terri- 
tory to the />ai7-gari wallas. 

The Union Committees now being established in soim* parts of Ihuigal, 
and which will multiply in nninlxn-, should Ix^ provid(*d with larger fun<ls. 
The recommendations of the Docent ralization Committ(‘(‘ on the*! subject 
should be given effect to. A j)art of th(‘ cesses levied within iln* an^a of (jach 
union should be given to it to carry out sanitary iniprovtnnents within the 
area. The question of water-supply in rural areas has btx n to the fon* foi* 
several years past. Th(‘ re-excavation atid provision of r(*s('rv(Mk tanks 
for drinking }nirposes are the crying necessities of tln^ (country. A systconatic 
programme sliould bo prepared for the ptirpos(^ of supf>lying j)ure drinking 
water in rural areas. Coining noanu* home may I in(|uir(' what is the 
fati' of the schem(‘ for water-supply of ri[)arian municipalities near ( Calcutta 
about which we heard much some years ago? A numbeo* of Ib^alth ( )ffieers 
and Sanitary Inspectors liave been ap]X)inted under the nevv A(;t in some 
of the municipalities. In my (t^inion it is a move? in tin* right direction. 
There should be a sanitary service and Health Officers ami Sanitary Insjwe- 
tors should be attached to all populous Municif»aliti(*s in Bengal, ami t he 
Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal should givi^ them pro|)er guidama* to improve 
the sanitation of the areas entrusted to their charge. It would interest- 
ing to know the effect on the general health of th(^ municipalities where those 
Health Officers have been working. 1 do noi know wln^ther ll(‘alth ()ffie( rs 
have been appointed in the outlying municipalities m;ar (/alcutta. It is 
important that the sanitation of thes(‘ municipalities should be well looktul 
after, for the outbreak of an epidemic in these areas wfuild iK»t only work 
local havoc, l:)Ut affect the health of Calcutta. Witli tln^ progi'ess ot the 
operation of the Calcutta Improvement Trust pooph^ would lx* moving outsid(^- 
the city. The suburban municipalities should be remlerfxl hralthy and 
attractive to them. (Jonsiderable structural im})rovcment s as well as 
improvements in drainage and water-supply and commiinicati^ins must be 
made to make the suburbs suitable for residential purposes. Tlie Govern- 
ment should make separate grants for the purpose, as tljese municipalities 
apa too poor to contribute like Calcutta to the* iinr)rovem(*nt of tlieir areas, 
rt ds 'proposed to take up the improvement of Howrah; I have no (d)jection 
to it. It ought to be improved. There should be a separate Trust with 
a separate engineering staff and with local members to form Boanb 
and a separate fund should be assigned to them instead of over-burdening 
the Calcutta Trust and draining its resources, which are intended 
solely for,jtthe improvement of Calcutta. This is the deliberate opinion of 
the Indiaiu members of tl^e Trust. However anxious our abl^ Chairman, 
Mr. Bompas, may be to extend his raj separation of the local Trust will 
work mere expeditiously and satisfactorily than the over-burdened and 
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over- worked Calcutta TruBt. May I inquire in this connection wliat is the 
fate of a periQanent Howrah bridge ? A sum of fifteen thousand and seven 
hundred rupees liave been biidgetted for payment to the expert, Mr. Basil Mott* 
May 1 inquire what is his advice, and whether the permanent bridge will be 
a reality within a measurable distance of time? Speaking on sanitation in 
Calcutta I desire to draw Your Excellency’s attention to the abominable 
condition of the canal on the Eastern boundary of Calcutta. The canal is in 
a most filthy condition and the water is no better than poisonous sewage. 
The Corporation have spent several lakhs in the improvement of the fringe 
area. It is now an excellent area with new broad roads and well-sanitated 
houses. But the canal is a perpetual menace to the health of the locality. 
Is there no one responsible for it ? 


I find that the pay and allowances of the Collector of Income-tax and 
also of the Collector of Calcutta is to be raised. It is to be regretted that 
while the emoluments of the Collector of Income-tax are increased the 
other officers under him upon whom devolve the stut)eridous work of assess- 
ment ami the additional work in conseqiunce of the changes in the Income- 
tax Law have been passed over. Their responsibilities great and they 
certainly deserve well of Government, and 1 hope they will be granted a 
proportionate increase to their yay and allowances. 


In this connection, I would draw attention to the present block in promo- 
tion in the I^xecutive branch of the Provincial Civil Service ’fbe block 
seems to be the result of the action of Government in adding considerably to 
the nuj*ib(*r of | osts in the lower grade of the service, leaving the higher 
grades just as they were. Promotions to the higher grades become in conse- 
quence mucli rarer than they were before, and the block has not only con- 
tinued for years, but it seems it is growing more acute (^very year. Naturally 
t liere is disappointment and discontent in the service. 

1 understand that tlie lowest pay of t^ie ministerial establishment in 
East Bengal is Its. 80 wliich was fixed by the Government of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam, while the lowest pay in Wes' Bengal is Ks. ^o. This disf)arity 
has created great discontent and Rs, is iiot a living wage to an honest 
family man. May I ap; eal to Government to equalize tim pay by raising the 
lowest pay from Hs, 25 to Rs. 80 in re-united Bengal ? My Lord, we are 
passing tlirougli a ]»eriod of exce| tional hardship and strain. We are all hard 
hit by the war, and none more so than the poorer bkadralotf class and the 
bulk of your ministerial officers come from this community. Living 
has become exceprionally d(*ar. Every commcKlity has gone up in price and the 
Wearing apparel, especially the cloth, has gone up in price beyond the avarice 
of the keenest speculator. There is much distress in the country. I appeal 
to Government to consider whether a war allowance cannot be granted, say, 
at the rate of 10 per cent., to all Government servants drawing salaries 
below Rs. 100. 

In t!ie Post and Telegrapli Departments under the Government of 
India, as well as iii most Railways, ministerial officers have b€:*en granted a 
temporary increase on their pay on account of high piice§. The Bombiiy 
Government is also considering the desiral-ility of granting such allowances., 
I submit, therefore, iiiy suggestion for a war allowance to the underpaid 
officers under Your Excellency’s Governm mt is worthy of consideration. 

In This connection 1 would draw the attention of Government to 
the fact thht peons and orderlies in Calcutta and mtifassai offices under 
the Government of Bengal are paid a monthly salary of Rs. 8 and Rs, "6. 
respectively. It is well known that the pay of domestic servants in Calcutta 
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kits gone up to Rb. 10 and Rb. 12 and in the niufaHsal to Rg. 8 and Rb, 10. It 
is hardly possible in these hard times for these }H>or people to subsist cm Rs. 6 
or Rs. 8. the present low salary, not to speak of maintaining their family. A 
small increase to tlieir salary will be an act of bare justice. It would also 
go to some extent to check corruption, which inevitably follows in the wake 
of low pay and want of means. 

Before I leave this subject, I desire to draw Your Excellency’s attention 
to the case of the reporters of this Council. For the Htmgal Legislative 
Council with 58 members, there are only three rc‘porters on 2(K) rising 
to P.s. 300, whereas for the Imperial Legislative C'ouncil with 64 members, 
there are six reporters on Rs. 400 to Rs. 6(KK The work of this C.(»uncil 
is not less onerous and heavy, and I hope that the Hon’ble the V^ice-President 
will take this into his kind consideration. 

Speaking on the subject of high prices it is satisfactory to m>te that the 
CTOvernment have begun to tackle the price of salt. Much more serious is the 
price of cloth, and the people have been very much affected by the extraordi- 
nary rise. The Government cannot increase the supply, but it can anil ought 
to put a stop to all profiteering speculation. We do not know the amount of 
stock in cloth. We are prepared to bear hardships incidental to the devastat- 
ing war, l)Ui the Government should see that this troublous time is not seized 
upon by manufacturers and middlemen for making extraordinary pi*ofit to tlu* 
iiiisery of the people.” 


The Hon’ble Dio Dkija Prasad Sarhadhikaki said : — 

It is a matter of satisfaction that the privilege of making general f)l»sf'r- 
vations in connection with the Budget still continues, though tlu* privilege of 
moving separate resolutions in this connection previous to the deljate, as wt‘ll 
as of moving resolutions connected with questions of importance from tiim* to 
time still eorjtinues. Some are inclined to look upon this as a remnant of 
pre-historic times when the Budget debate was the only occasion ojxm t o 
Members to refer to questions of public interest unconnected with the various 
Bills brought before the Council from time to time l>y t he Government, From 
this point of view some are inclined to curtail this privilege, oth(*rs aic in 
favour of doing away with it altogether. It strikes me that tlu^ time-limit of 
15 minutes is as much of a curtailment as might be reasonably insisted on and 
that no further curtailment ought to be thouglit of, at least at the presemt 
stage. 


The various resolutions moved in connection with the P>U(lgct touch 
different questions or different aspects of the same question, and a general 
debate like this assists in comprehensive survey of the whole situation. It 
is a mattei of gratificatiem that sanitation and education — two outstanding 
questions of public importance and interest — iiave engaged most of the atten- 
tion of the Couneil. Tiiere has been some slight non-official success at 
the Council debate in connection with these resolutions, which shows that when 
Members are able to firing forward practical suggestioiiH ujK)n which agree- 
nient among non-officird Members is possible, it is possible to carry a 
resolution even without a division as was notably illustrated in connection 
with an impr>rtant resolution of Sir Rajendra Nath Mukherji. 

ll is a matter of great concern to us that the original educational 
figures were reduced in the revised statement. No reason for this was put 
forward exce*pt war conditions. War conditions ]>revailed even vvhenr 
the firBt draft statement was prepar^ and a more generoufC" educa- 
tional allotment was made. But, as 8urfng the last year, at the last moment 
^he provisiou is cut do^n on the plea that ail the expenditure that can be put 
should be stopped. Why education sliould come under this , category is 
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not very clear, and I claim that readiness for post-war reforms will largely 
depend upon how we shape our education to-day. There is room for 
expenditure for the whole of the amount originally provided and much more* 
Here at all events there can be no question of absence of definite schomeSy 
for schemes we have in abundance which can be fully matured within a short 
time and some are quite mature. We want money for bettering our State and 
State-aided schools and colleges, we want money for bettering our unaided 
schools and colleges, we want money for strengthening University education 
and for nursing industrial education, we want money for placing female 
education on more assured basis, all of which would absorb more than the 
amount of reduction. We realize tliat owing to war conditions this is only a 
temporary set-back, and sincerely hope that as soon as the times improve the 
amounts held l)ack will l)e forthcoming for the various ear-marked purposes. 
But even during tlu^ war and really for the purposes of the war. industrial 
education Ijas to be fost(*red more than ev('r. And movements like those 
terminating in the Bengali Regiment, the Bengal Light Horse, and the 
C’alcutta University Corps might well be financed to a certain extent from the 
provincial point of view though they have a distinctly Imperial point of view 
also. The good name of Bengal as a military recruiting ground can be revived 
at a comparatively small cost, and one notices with disaj pointment that no 
provision towards this end finds place in th(‘ Bu(lg(‘t. 


It is noti(;eable that under (education there was a decreast* of 
Ks. r>,8(),0()b last year, which is said to b(‘ due to savings under grants-in-aid 
and Imperial grants. This is a saving of a very questionable nature with so 
many urgent schemes w’aiting for support. Such a saving has been 
attempt(‘d this year also, for at page 5 of the Amended Draft Financial 
Statement we are told the dt^crease of Ks. I6,h9,( 00 is due to savings in the 
Imperial grants jind in the grant for the Calcutta hostels. As a matter of 
fact the whole of this is not savings strictly speaking, l)ut is either ear- 
marked and is awaiting expenditure or has been held up. 


The reference to the grant for Calcutta hostels isinreganl, I suppose^ 
10 th(‘ sum of Rs. 8,85,000, which the Government of Bengal have long been 
unch^r obligation to pay t(» the University towards its new hostel schemes. 
It may be in t lie recollection of some Members that on a previous oc^casion the 
Government of India had made a grant of Rs. 10,00,000 for Calcutta hostels 
wliieh was not, therefore, applied for the purpose of these hostels but was 
diverted to various purposes, into the details of which i? is unnecessary now 
to go. There was a sul)sequent grant of Rs. 10,00,000 by the Government of 
India to the University direct for the erection of the 1 on g-d.ef erred hostels. 
It was thereupon arranged as a result of a conferrence that the balance in the 
hands of the Government of Bengal out of the previous gi*ant amounting to 
Rs. 8,39.000 should be paid towanls the University hostels and a scheme was 
accordingly prepared. In the preparation of this scheme, a somewhat liberal 
estimate was framed, according to the standard of the Public Works Depart^ 
merit. Jind it was expected that the whole of the Rs. 13,39,000. Rigid econo- 
my and close personal supervision, however, enabled tdie University during 
the last four years to construct these hostels at a lower expenditure, in spite of 
the rise in prices due to the war. The work was tested at every step by 
the Public* Works Department, and has been passed as satisfactory. In 
regard to the preparation of the scheme and supervision we had considerable 
assistance frcun Your Excellency’s Public Works Department and from the 
Government Architect, which obligation I take this opportunity of acknow- 
ledging, It shows how gi.od work can be secured cheap if the requisite gocxl- 
will pre"v»ils among those concerned^ and though 1 am unable to state yet what 
the actual savings will be, I have reasons to believe that the savings will not 
be inconsiderable. I claim again, as 1 have often claimed already, that thes# 
savings ought to be devoted to the construction ot hostels for students 
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who are not ordinarily admitted «o the general liostelB owiu^ to caste reasons. 
The authorities are naturally anxious that effective steps should be taken to 
reconcile all points of view, and that the strength of the hostel scheme, as a 
whole, should not be neutralized by reason of this weakni'ss. The Director of 
Public Instruction has been good enough to inform nu' that he will bt* prepared 
t ) finance temporary hosttds for Namasudras, Jt^s and Sahas, ainl that is an 
acceptable relief so far. Hut the whole thing will havt' to jdacod on a 
permanent basis, and it can only be done by constructing pin inaneut hostels 
for these classes, as well as for our Buddhist students. The savings that we 
have been able to effect, and other sums, will he necessary, and 1 hopt^ they 
will be forthcoming. It is, therefore, with some surprise t hat 1 read at j>age 
4 of the Amended Draft Financial Statement some words which nse(l not to 
figure at this place formerly. I suggest that the Rs. 8,39,000 which is shnwn 
as ‘ saving’ is intended for the purposes that I indicate and not for a hosttd 
for the Hethune College as the words I complain of, would indicait*. 
As a member of the Governing HcKly of the Hethune College, and as oin* 
devoted to llie cause of female education, no one is more kiMUily interestecl 
in a hostel for the Hethune College than 1 am. As an (x^casiimal Inspector 
of the College I have often pressed this on the autht)rities, but on no account 
could we consent to the diversion of any portion of this Rs. 8, 85, Out) lor the 
Hethune College ; that has to be constructed out of other funds of tlie GinMu n- 
ment and not out of the funds which have all along been inleiuh^d as w(^ 
understool for btiilding hostels for private colleges. 


I would once again very strongly appeal for the restoration of tin* grant to 
private colleges which, though nominally i>rovided in the Budget for the last 
three years, has not been paid except in small driblets for special purposes. 
Wlien the University Regulations wer(‘ framed it was fully recogniz(*d that 
the colleges out of their own resources could not ])ossibly efi\*(^t t he improve- 
ment insisted upon by the University, and in full view of this, the sfx^clal grant 
to private colleges was provided, as well as the grant for the Univtusity mess 
scheiiK*, for enhancing which I unsuc<!essfully appc^alod to the Coun(‘Il. 
Though my resolution for the larger mess grant failed, I trust some further 
relief will be given towards the scheme out of th(‘ priv'ate cjollege grant, 
as has recently betm done for spc^cial purposes like furnishing the m*w 
hostels. I would assure the Council once again that the University mess 
scheme cannot be properly run with the limited grant now given. In this 
connection I desire to acknowle<ige the efforts of the Government for 
placing the messing scheme of medieval students on a bettor footing. Tlu' 
mc^dical students had so long e8cap(‘d Ihf' requirements of tln^ n^sidenct* law 
and it was only last year that by Cfuistant pn^ssure the mattt^r was taken up. 
VV' e have difficulties in the case of law students also, but these w(‘ arts tryingto 
overcome because the generosity of I ho Gov’ernment to the Law Coll(?gt' still 
continues. It is distinctly retissuring to have a large grant for aiding primary 
education, and, if a proper scheme bo prepared and the public! he takciii into the 
confidence of the Government, a good scheme with great ri^sults may be 
achieved during the next few months. It is unfo^tunat(^ howc^vfu*, that the 
scheme for bettering the status of the professors and teachers as a whole, 
sympathetically referred to by His Excellency the Viexu-oy, is practically in 
abeyance, and till this scheme matures neither primary education nor second- 
ary education will be on a sound basis. 


We are gratified to be reassured in connection with the Budget resolu- 
tion and in other connections that the questions of bett(*ring the prospects of 
the members of the Subordinate Judicial Service and of the Subordinate 
Provincial Educational Service are engaging the attention of Government. 
We trust tangible results will soon be forthcoming. The recommendations 
of the Public Services Commission in connection with the educational service 
have been exbaustibly considered by a Bf>ecial committee, which Your 
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Excellency recenCly appointed, and the recommendations of that committee 
also are before Government. There can, therefore, be no reason for delaying: 
the schemes for bettering the prospects of members of the Educational 
Service in the ditFerent branches. With regard to the Judicial Service it is 
needless to say anything further after what has been said here on behalf of 
tlie Government and we can only hope for the best. 


The reassurance about the schemes for allaying the efFects of Damodar 
Floods is al»o welcome. It is doubly welcome to be reassured that a sum of 
Ks. 20,000 is expected to achieve very large results. We trust this is not too 
optimistic a view. In the meantime the minor works provided in the Budget 
in connection with the scheme will bring some relief. I was con(.*ernod to hear 
from the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley in connection with some resolution before this 
fyouncil that even this minor scheme might be delayed. I sincerely trust that 
this will not be delaytMl, and we hope that before long ( he peo!)le. though 
accustomed to long suffering, will have to stand no further trials. The village 
that honoured itself by being the birth-place of Raja Rammohan Ray is about 
to be honoured by having a suitable memorial of the great Raja raised after 
many j^^ars. This is making Radhanagar a centre of attention not only in 
many parts of this country, but of the wider world where iht' Raja’s labours 
are known and ai)preciated. Now, more than ever, is the time for protecting 
the village and its iieighbourho<Kl from devastation of flood. 

There is an acc(»ptable incn»,ase of revenue, amounting to over 
Rs. 52, 00, 000, which has probably assisted in easing the situation to a certain 
extent. Rupee's 9,00,000 of this sum, however, counts from Excise. The 
increase was originally estimated at Rs. 10,00.000, t)ut according to the 
Revised Financial Statement it is Rs. 9,00,000. We do not know the basis 
either of the one, or the other estimate, and are told that the increase which 
is chiefly in Calcutta, is due to the prevention of dilution and the fixation of 
maximum j)rices. This is said to have contributed to a large i* increase in 
the consumption oi licit country spirits. 


If the suggestion is that there is a certain number of ill-conditioned 
people, wlio would prefer diluted and cheap liquor, and who ordinarily 
indulge in li(iuor of illicit manufacture, they have probably been given the 
ohaiu*e of improving their taste by dilution being stopped and by prico.s 
being raised. It has been a complaint on the part of Tem})erance workers 
that too high license fees, while to a certain extent discounting the inordinate 
increase of shops, has the corre8t)Onding evil effect of compelling shop-keepers 
to force and canv^ass for bt'tter sale, so that they may not he put to loss or wdiat 
they consider as loss. We have had a recent illustration of how these high 
'license fees must recoil on the situation. There was, within what is now 
going to be the ‘ dry educational area a shop in Maniktala Street — a compara- 
tively obscure locality — and as soon as this shop was dislodged, owing to 
the requirements of the dry area, it was shifted to a very prominent and 
attraetive position in a public thoroughfare, declared as such by the munici- 
pality, viz., Beadon Street. There has been strong public protest against 
this location. Residents of the locality and Christian ministers of the 
Church, educationists, professional men and the general public have 
strongly protested against this site, and have pointed out less objectionable 
sites down some lane ; but the site selected by the department will flourish, 
though within close pi'oximity of bazars, eduoational institutions, theatres and 
places of public worship. The increased license fees paid monthly by the 
vendor will have to be made good and the thoroughfare from which other 
public pests had Imen removed is to have a grog-sliop planted on it because 
the uthei side of the road happens to be the legal boundary of the dry area. 
It stands to reason that the dry area can be only nominally so with so 
much wet in its immediate neighbourhood and it would hardly be a matter 
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of BUrpriee if the increase of Rr. thOO.lKK) wliiih \w are havinj? to-day 
may be more during the next year. It woiihl he no answer to say f hat 
the increase is on country liquor and t In^ shop in qut'stion lias |)robably 
no license for sale of country liquor. Puhlie pri>t.t‘sts like tins havt' gone in 
vain before. My Muhammadan colleagut's will renieinher how fruilli ss have 
their and our exertions been i o remove tin* gr >g-^h(^p in Wellington StrtM*t 
opposite the Muhammadan liostel in Howbazar. Wt‘ an* very thankful 

for the experimental dry area Rchenn* and I trust such sclnune wdl he givmi 
a real chance. They may w(*ll b(' exttmdt^tl in (Calcutta and tin* inufassal. 
In speaking of the efforts of the Tempm-ance workers last year, the llon’hle 
Mr. Hoatson Bell with his usual candour said that tlnw need not lay to tlu ir 
heart the flattering unction that the decrease in excise revmiue last yoiw was 
due-%o their efforts or to the appreciation of tht^ir efforts. Hi‘ practically 
said tiiat the defect would correct itself at the earliest possible opportuniiy 
and we see that that opportunity has not been long in coming. While we 
recognize that tlie Governnumt policy in the matter i^f i*xcise has been 
stt*adily progressing for the better of late, tli(U*e are unpleasant featun‘s 
which make one anxious, and somt‘ of tin* matters that I havt* just n*feirt*d 
to are but a portion of those unph^asant featun‘s. We must not forget 
what is h(dng done in England and America towards t'xcisi* reform in the 
larger interest of humanity, and tJovernment hen* must make' uj) its mind to 
<lo without excist' revenue in tinu*. And in th(‘ meantinu* th<*y havt^ to put 
down such revtMiues as much as possible, consist «‘ntly of c‘Ourst' with the nct'd 
also of pnitting down litdt manufacture and traflic. TIh‘ All-India I'einpt'r- 
ance (A>nft‘rence during the last cohl wt‘ather tunphasized tht* need of rtd’orni 
in impt)rtant dirt'ctions to which I would (‘anu^stly draw tin* attention of this 
Council. All friends of tin* country and of the 'remj>erance (*ause must 
insist that tjxcise r«*veniu^s should not bt* lightly uIIowcmI to incr(*ase and 
that all possible st<‘ps should be tak<*n to control t h(* evil. \\ (* do not say 
that th(' (jlv)Vt^rnnuuit delilx'ratcdy tak(*s stc'ps to forex* larger sales. At tln^ 
same tanu', we cannot shut our eyes t.o obvious rt'sults which makes oiu' uneasy 
and anxious. Our insistent appt'al must be for reduction of consumption all 
round. One obvious suggestion that ought to be a(?ce[)tabh^ to the (lepai‘t- 
nuMit would be n'duction of tlm tiim^ during which hosttds and restaurants are 
kept open. 9-30 e.M, is an hotir suggesttO by d^u^p('ranc(‘ Workers as has 
been done in (dix'at Britain and as the hour bell nuninding me that my time 
is up has just bt*en rung I close my n'lnarks with the sugg<*slion lor time- 
limit. Lot us have this, at h'ast as a w[ir (*(roiiomy.” 

The Hoidble Baiu: Kishoki Mohan (hiAi dhijui sai I : — 

“ My Lord, though 1 am one of tin* sinners in the direction comi)lained of 
by my friend tin* llon’bh*, ^Ir. Mackenzie, 1 do not wish to take \ our 
Excellency’s time by adding anything in what has already be^ ii said by my 
friend tln^ Hon’bh* Uai Kadha (Jharan Pal Ifahadnr. Tlie oidy exjilaiiat ion is 
that 1 do not know in what otiier way we may make known the grievanc<*H 
of our constituents to the authorities other than by a discussion in this 
Council. I now proceed to intakes sotiio observatiims on the Budget. 

‘•Idle year 1917-18 has been estimated to end wit h tin* largest closing 
balance shown since t he year 1912-13. This n^uli, liovvf*\'e]*, is not <lue to 
the rise of ordinary revt^nue but to a ])rett 3 ' large sale of (juinine and otlim* 
materials for war, and to a large saving in expenditure, mainly account for 
the gain over the estimated closing balance <>f Us. 3,15,58,1)00. I be net 
gain Rs. 61,94,000 consists of — 

K». 

... 12,85,000 

... 21,53,0<K) 

... 27,56,000 


(») ri^e in opening balance 
(u) net increase in revenue 
(ill) net decrease in expenditure 
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Tljf" explanation given in regard to the Kevibecl Budget is quite inKufficient 
for thorougldy realizing the nature of the changes. I wish a separate ex- 
pUinatory sheet giving the details and the reasons for the alterations were 
attaclied to the Financial Statement. I hope this will he done in the future. 
I n^ay he permitted here to explain the reasons of my complaint. There was 
a provision of Hs. 1^8,18,000 for educational expenditure in the Budget for 
1917-18, In explaining the Revised Estimate it is statt^d that under head 
‘ Education ' the original Bu Iget was reduced hy Rs. 16,99.000 due to 
saving in the Imperial grant and the grant for Calcutta hostels (page 8). 
At page 22, however, in showing how the Imperial grants of Rs. 30,lo,000 
are likely to he expended in 1917-18, it is showm that the probable expendi- 
ture in 1917-18 would amount to Rs. 2(h81.000 under ‘ Education ’ and a sum 
of R^. 1,15,0()0 under ‘ Public Works Department ’ and that the H iving in. the 
Imperial grants would amount to Rs. 8,19,000. It is also ex]rlained at page 21 
that the decrease of Rs. 16,99,000 is diu‘ to the fact that the Imperial grants, 
espi'cially tlie grant of 9 lakhs, for improving the pay and training of te^-achers, 
and the grant of Rs. 8,89,000 for (/alciitta'hostc'ls were in t fully utilized and 
TO tlie transfer of certain grants. Excluding tln^ Imperial grant of 
Rs. 80,15,000 th(‘ original Budget piovision for Education under several 
sub-heads amoiint(‘d to Rs. 67,98,000 and the revised provision under these 
heads amount(*d to Rs. 81,14,000. So there was an excess expenditure of 
Rs. 18,16,000 only. How these Rs. 20,81,000 of the luipt'rial grants could 
be spent is not at all clear. Whatever expenditure out of the Educational 
grant is incurred under the Public Works Department either by transfer, 
or as original provision, ought to be clearly shown or noti(‘tMl in connection 
with the Educational grant. In the absence of thes(* informations it is very 
difficult for us to g(‘t an insight into tlu^ Budget and our criticism must 
nec(‘ssarily lu‘ perfunctory and it may not b(' to the point. 


“The question naturally arises vvh> of all other subjects Ediucation should 
suHer so heavy a loss or, in other words, why it should tlius be m glected. Out 
of a grant of Rs. 98,18,000 allott(‘d to Education, Rs. 16,99,000 or Rs. 15,84,000, 
after dt^ducting Rs. 1,15,000 provided under Public Works De])artnicnt, could 
not be spent within the y(*ar. To my mind it is a public grievance and the 
public has a right to demand a satisfactory explanation as to where the 
difficulty arises in spending the sum allotted and with whom the responsibility 
lies for its non-fulfilment. We, the non-official members are the people’s 
reprt'sentatives, and have been crying hoarse in this C4)uncil for a larger grant 
and for greatcu* facilities for Education w hich is at its lowest ebb in this country. 
The illit eracy of tlu‘ masses is rather a]»alling as compared with the jn'ogress 
of Education in other civilized countries. For want of funds no educational 
arrangements have yet been made to make the best use of the vast resources 
of the country and its dying industries, and yet the Education Department, 
so well organized and wh41 qualified, is unable to spend the sanctioned sum 
of Rs. 98,18,000. If, however, for some reason or other the whole allotment 
could not be spent within the year, tln^ unspent balance ought to have been 
re-allotted for the very use for which it was originally intended. Wo are 
told at page 4 that it has been impossiblt^ to piovide for the re-grant of 
unspent balances of Imperial grants for Education and some other heads, as 
under the orders of the Government of India, the provincial balances are 
not available for expenditure without special sanction. Sanction, however, 
was sought for and granted for utilizing Rs. 40,20,000 of this unspent balance 
and a list is appended to show how this sum is proposed to be spent. Three 
Educational grants are mentioned in the list but it appears that they are 
met from the ordinary allotment of the year. My complaint is that the whole 
unspent balance of the Educational grants ought to have been given for the 
expenditure which cmld not he undertaken or finished within the year 
1917-18. Wo are grateful to the Government of India for the lump provision 
of 5j lakhs for the development of Primary Education. The sum, however, 
is very inadequate but I hope the best possible use of this grant will be 
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made as early aa possible and the niuch-nt^eded arrangement for (yonipulsory 
Primary Education, at least in selected an^aa, may he givtm a atari. 

‘‘ 1 moved a resolution unsuccessfully on the Hudgei tins year f(n* reducing 
the rates of the fees to those previous!}' obtaining in the liovtM*nment colleges. 

I hope Government will reconsider this matter as 1 havt^ every apprtdiension 
that this increment is vei\\ likely to affect the spread t>f high t^ducalion which 
is so much needed in this country. 

The question of the annual excHlus to Darjeeling was diseus^tHl at length 
last year during the Budget dehati^ by tin' Hoiri)h‘ Babu Surtmdra Nath Kay. 
A resolution for curtailing the exodus (»xpenKi^s was unsueccssfully movt‘d 
at the Dacca meeting of this Council in August last. Tht^ (piostion, liowt'vm-. 
is well worthy of serious consideration of Govtummtmt. Is it really btuu'hcial 
to the work of Govtu-nment and d(H"S it tend to iiicn^ase tlndr ellicitmcy, as the 
Hon’ble Mr. Lyon ]>ut it in the last Budgtd. del>at(‘ ? If mua'ssary at all, why 
not rc'Strict it Vo one suninu'r trip only? The autumn trip at least (*:in safely 
be curtailed. A stay of oven* thre(^ months at Darjetding during tht‘ summer 
ought to be considered sufficient to rtMU)vate tln^ energies of t ht' Scc*retarial 
staff. Th(i Puja vacation may Ix' utilized by those who havt* a sptHMal fasedna- 
tion for the bracing hill climat(‘ of September or Octobiu*. Publics rt‘V(‘nut‘ 
shouM not RuffiU* for that, (yircumstanc-es. my Lord, demand tln^ striclt‘Ht 
economy on all possible sidi‘s. 

‘‘The most noticeable b^ature in tin* Budget is that \]iv j»olicc t*xpenditnrc 
is gradually exi>auding. TIk^ ('Vt'r-growing police expenditure is not only a 
menace but a positives obstach' to the development of other bramdics of tln‘ 
administration. It is really scandalous that Governmtmt should turn a deaf 
ear to the popular edamour against it. Police and ])oli(a‘ buildings liavt^ 
swallowed up 24 pt;r cent, of the (uitire n'venue for the yt^ar. Wdthdtn^ 
deference to the (iovernment view and the opinion of sonn^ of the non-otli(nal 
members on the subj(-ct, I am bound to say that this In^uvy expenditun^ at the 
prt‘Hent moment has no justification. It is higli time, my Lord, that a sp(‘cial 
committee of this Council, both official and non-official, should (UK^juirc an<l 
consider liow to check this growing d(*mand of the Poli(?e D(q)art merit . As I 
have shown above, a laigc saving under Education has been (*ncroach(‘(i upon 
b> the police in the ih*w liudget. 

“ I am glad to notice that agricultun* and sanitation have recciviMl 
more attenti(ni this year. The Calcutta Univc-rsity also has rertognized 
the importance of agricultural education and has created a Faculty fcjr 
Agriculture along with one for Commerc(^ 1 hope great(^r attention would 
be paid and Agricultural Demonstration Farms would be widely Htart<‘d 
and the result of rhes(^ farms would also be wid(dy circulated in vernacmiar 
and field demonstrators in agricultui’c would rendcu* all possibh* helj) to the 
agriculturists. 

North liengal is specially infected with malaria and the d«^ath-rate from 
fever there is abnormally high in comparison with (yalcutta. Pun* drinking 
water and prof)er tlrainage are absolutely m^cessary lor an eflective check 
upon the ravages of malaria. Tli<^ river Atrai and the Chalan Bhil in the 
Rajshahi district should be thoroughly in V(*stigated. I jiin glad fiov'ernnumt 
also feel the need for the same. The water-works for the Natorc^ Municipality 
have been provid(*d this year and the town is surt* to be bfmefited by the 
project, but side by side proper drainage of the town should also be takf*n up. 

It is a matter of regret, my Lord, that India with its vast resources should 
be dependent upon foreign countries lor its ordinary necessities of life. A 
very vast area is under cotton cultivation in India, but we are to depend upon 
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'' Then there is tho item of chincona cultivation which I referred to before. 
The reports of your L mlship’s Government show that there are two 
plantations and that the total area of these two plantations is 2,600 
a(^res. Hot h these plantations are in the district of Darjeeling; under 
favourable conditions. du(? to military requirements, they yielded last 
y(;ar about Us. 8 lakhs, but the average income was Rs. 5 to Rs. lakhs. 
For half square mile (half square mile really means only 400 square yards 
or thereal)outs) if an incom(3 of Rs. 5 to Us. 8 lakhs could be derived, 
there must b(‘ other localities in that district near about these planta- 
tions with similar conditions, where by the extension of tho chincona 
cultivation, under tho experl s’ advice, something like 8 or 10 square 
miles, a total income of about half a croro could be secured. Here 
again, 1 speak with a good deal of diftidonco because it is a matter pre-emi- 
nently for exports, but at th(» same time, knowing the climatic conditions of 
tln^ district as I do, I believe that .similar localities can perhaps be found and 
my only obj(;ct in drawing the attention of tho Government to this matter is 
that there may bo further investigations about it. It is hardly necessary 
bn* 1110 to dilate on the great importance of the extension of the chincona 
cultivation in a malarious-stricken province like Bengal apart from its 
finan(‘ial importance. 

With regard to the Budgtd. for Kducation, I venture to think it is some- 
what n'gr(d.tabb‘ that the Us. 1) lakhs which are allotted for the improvement 
of the training and pay of teachm*s were not fully utilized last year. Under 
the heading of total probable expenditure in 1917-18 only Rs. 2,14,000 was 
spent. I realize that on the first year of the working of the grant there 
might have been ditliculti(^s, but 1 <lo hope that in the current year the full 
amount will be utilized.” 


The Ilou’ble Du. Ahdulla-al-M amun Shuuawaudy said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, the general features of tlie Budget have already been 
discussed by other Hon’bh^ members and they do not call for any further 
comments from me. But there are a few topics of special interest to me 
and my community which justify my making a few observations. Last 
year I dvv(dt at some lengtli on the importance of Technical and Commercial 
education to Muslims. Since then the matter has assumed increasing 
importance. The University of (Calcutta has realized the urgent need of 
opening new lines of study and new careers for the young men of Bengal, 
and has just submitted its recommendations to His Excellency the Chancellor 
to provide for the Bachelor’s Degree Examinations in Agriculture, Technology 
and Commerce. There are departments of Government, like the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, which require in candidates for employment, special 
qualifications in some of the subjects indicated above. Consequently, Muslim 
candidates, lacking the necessary technical knowledge, are debarred from 
obtaining appointments in these dej ariments, despite Government circulars 
for the increasing employment of Muslims in every l)ranch of the adminis- 
tration. The paucity of Muslim studtmts in Government professional 
colleges is obvious from the statement laid on the table in answer to a 
question put by me at the Ckuincil meeting of the 4th September last. It 
appears from the statement that in tho Calcutta Medical College, for instance, 
out of 1,040 students there are only 45 Muslims. Strenuous and earnest 
efiforts, my Lord, should undoubtedly be made in the first instance, by 
prominent Muslims to bring the Muhammadan students into line with the 
students of other advancing coinmunities which have early read the signs of 
the times. Otherwise they will find themselves once more hopelessly beaten 
in the battle of life and wake up too late in ttie daj’ to find positions of power 
and intluence already occupied by others. At the same time nothing sub- 
stantial is likely to be achieved without Government support and encourage- 
ment. The crime of the Muslims, iny Lord, is their poverty. Without 
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a liberal award of Government 8iip>end8 and 8clu»larHliipis it would bt^ ditticiilt 
to induce an increasing number of Muslim students to undergo tin' long, 
arduous and expensive course of study requiretl in j>rofessional selunds and 
colleges. I earnestly trust that Your Excellency’s (Jovt rnment will rese rve 
special scholarships for Muslim students in i he professional schools and 
colleges, and afford them facilities for admission by r(‘stM*ving for them 
a number of vacancies in these institutions. Whilst on the subjtci of educa- 
tion. my Lord, 1 may be permitted to invite Your Ex(*elh‘ncy’s attention 
to a just grievance of Muslim students studying in tlu* 1. A. and H.A. classt's 
in such Calcutta colleges as do not provide for the treadling of Aiabie and 
Persian. In order to satisfy the Univiu’sity authorities, these students iiave 
to attend a course of lectures in Arabic and Persian at the rniv(‘rsity. Apart 
from the inconv’^enience of attending }ecturt‘S eX])eriencoil by studcuits of 
c dleges at a distance from the Senate House all of them liave to ]iay an extra 
monthly to tlio Uriiv'ersity in aildition to tht^ f('e tln^y ha ve t o pay t o 

their respective colleges, d^lie result is, that in sonu' castes, poor Muslim 
students liave to give up Arabic ami Persian and study Sanskrit, ami I all 
instead. I hope the University authorities will s<‘e tlieir way to reduce* or 
remit the extra fee which they realize from these Muslim students. 


My Lord, there is another inattiu* conn(‘cted with the llniv(*rsity which 
is of the utmost importance' to stmh'iits ol History. 1 In^ loundation ol a 
Chair of Oriental History and Culture is ono of tlu' fori'imjst needs of tin* 
premier Univ’ersitv in the b2ast. The (^/armichacd lh*ol(‘ssorsiii[) oi Amuent 
Indian History and Culture has partially sup])lied the need. I hope bidori' 
long Government will be in a position to make a substantial grant, t.o tin* 
University for tlie creation of the Konaldshay Professorship ol Islamic Hisl.oiy 
and Culture. 


“ My Lord, the extension of hostid accomuKrlat ion lor Alusliins is also a 
matter to which I invite the att(Mition ol tlu* authorities. I he buihling in 
Mirzaporc^ Stre(*t in which Muslim law stiuhmts an* miserably housed oth rs 
a striking contrast to the grand structure close l»y with (‘le(‘t rie installation 
and other conveniences for Hindu law studeiOs. I trust tlu' I niviusiiy vull 
adequately recognize the claims of Muhammadan students and provide bett(‘r 
hostel aceommo lation for them. 


Last year, my Lord. I invited tlie attention of Government to tlit^ sover- 
eign importance of the encouragement of female education amongst Muslims. 
[ fail to discover in the lUidget (estimate any special provision lor its proniot loii 
and encouragement. As the Secr(*lary of the Suhrawanly Muslim 
Scliool I have to experience the usual diHiculties winch Im'ScI Uu* patli ol 
work(^rs in the cause of female education, and 1 assure \our Excclicncy that 
without giuierous assistance from Government all )>rivate elloi ts in t u ( 
tion of education of Muslim girls are doomed to lailure. One o t u c lu. 
obstacles in the way of progress is the difficulty of getting trained tcjichcrs. 
There is a Training School in Calcutta for Hindu female teacliers. and it is 

high time for Government to establish a similar school lor M u-lims me 

inttdlectual regeneration of Muslims, I repeat, can never be aclncvc< uu ( ss vve 
lift up the v'eil of ignorance which separates the Zcuiiina i oin n wor i 
of light. 


*‘My Lord, as the Philological Secretary ol the Asiatic Sociedy oi Bengal? 
1 welcome the allowance to it of Rs. 9,600 for standard and usefu N\n)r s an 

I avail myself of the present opportunity of expressing niy grateful thanks to 

Government for sanctioning the renewal to the* Sficicty of a giant o . 

for a further period of five years for the publicatn^m of Arabic an( eisian 
works of liistorical interest. 
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“ My Lord, from the answer to a question put by me it ajtpearft that on the 
Ist June 191 7 the rauniher of ])riHonerK in the jails of this Presidency waf^ 
14,509. Of these 8,660 wen* Muhammadans, 5,422 were Hindus and Sikhs 
and only 79 were Christians. In the jails, the Muslims have the unenviable 
distinctifm of occupyinp^ a positioti of bad (uninence. I need hardly say that 
some tifforts should lai made to imi>rove this state of affairs. Two Chaplains 
are attached to tlie Aliporr*, Central Jail for the benefit of the very few 
Christian prisont^rs there and a sum of Us. 1,200 is set apart in the Budp^et 
estimate as the allowance of the Roman Catholic (Chaplain attached to the 
Cimtral Jail. I find no sneh provision for any Hindu Priest or Muslim 
M aulvi atta(died to any jail in Hen^^al. I Invito the attention of Government 
to tins anomaly and womhn* why in this case the first should be last and the 
last first. 


My Lord, I now pass on to a subji^ct which has engaged tin* oarnesi 
attention of Your Exci‘llency. In your address to the District Boards .>n the 
29th January last Your Excellency has described in t*U)quent terms the grim 
tragedy discdosed by your eiujuirit^s into t he natun* of malaria. An unhappy 
victim to thi^ ftdl dis(%aBe, I add my ttistimony based on p ‘rsonal (!X]ieriMnee 
in support of its d(*Hcription as ‘ tin* most virnh‘nt ol all diseases which atHiet 
the p(‘opl(^ of Bengal.’ A cold shiver passes through me at its vu^ry mcmtion, 
and th(' gaunt spectre of death llits liidore my ('yt^s. In the words ol ^ our 
Excidhmcy ' it gnaws st(\adily and rt‘h*nth^ssiy Into tln^ vitality of the peo))b\’ 
It cuts off many a valuable lii(‘, blasts many a bright can‘t‘r, prevents many a 
man from fulfilling the j)roniis(' of his early years. To combat such a disease 
is one of tln^ ambitions of Your Excellency and I havt* no doubt that ^ our 
Exctdlency’s name will go down to posterity and be (dn‘rislied and r('memb(ua‘d 
witdi gratitinb^ as that- ol oih' ol the grt‘at benelactors ol humanity. Lik*.* 
Your Exc(dlency, I am imjiatitml of delay at tin* slow progr»*ss maib* in the 
light agiiinst tlie ravages of malaria. Not to s]_)eak of rural areas the 
disease is rampant in its most malignant form in places so near Cabuitta 
as J\ )ll3'gung(> and Garden Beach. I hope and pray that with the tiumiina- 
tion of the world-wide war whi(di is ilt‘vasi,ating Europe and Asia, it would 
bt> ]»ossibh> for Gov(‘rnm(mt te devoti* an adeiiuate sum of money for tin* 
spe(*dy extirpation of this scourge in Bengal. 

In conclusion, I invite the atttmtioii of Government to a matter already 
mentioned by tin* Hoibble Rai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, viz., tln^ 
desirability of improving the pay and prospects of the sih*nt victims of our 
(‘loquenee — thi* Rel>orters of tin* Council who take down our speeches, 
audible and inaudible, under trying conditions. 


The Hon’blc Maulvi Abil Kaskm said : — 

“ My Lord, wc* have arrived at the last- stagt* ol the Budget, and accord- 
ing to tht' practict* of this tamncil, we are permitted to express our opinions 
on gtmeral (]ue8tions of the administration. Repn*eseiiting, as I do, my consti- 
tuency in the Burdwan division, I feel it my duty to express the heartfelt 
thanks of myself and countrymen to A our Excellency’s Government for the 
provision made in the Budgt*t for protective measures for the mitigation of 
tlu^ (‘ffects of the Ihxxis f)f the Daimxlar and the Ajai. Me all owe A our 
Excellency a deep debt of gratitude for the personal interest Your Excellency 
lias taken in the matter and the sympathy "iour Excellency has shown to 
the afllicted people. L hope and trust that the measures which wdll be 
adopted by the Department of Public \Vorks wdll give relief to the suffering 
cultivators and save their crops and their villages from devastation and ruin. 
In this connection, my Lord, 1 liave to make an appeal to Your Excellency's 
Government and that is — in 1916 there was a terrible flood on the banks of the 
Ajai as w^ell as of the Damodar and Government granted gratuitous relief as 
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weli aB Home ngrirultural loans to the suHeriii^r ol tliesr parts of t lu‘ 

(tfetrict. Tho affr(H*iuent was that the money was tn hr rt paiil aftt r a yrar ami 
as misfortune woiihl have it, tlioro was a Ho<h1 a^jain in l‘MH ; tin* | ooV ntif/nfs 
have had as yet no (*rops to reap since IIMO and they iiw now in a position 
worse than that they wore in the ilays wlien gratuitous relief and a^ri icn h ,| ral 
loans were ;u^i*anU‘d to them. They have approaeluMl ^^)ur l\\eelleney s 
Government with petitions ]>rayinf^ for a suspt'nsion of the jealisation of 
these lojins and the matter is now under (uiquiry. I hope and trust, iny 
Lord, that tln^ question will receivt' favourahh' eonsidtu-at ion at the hands 
of Your Excellency’s Government. I regret, however, to infoim the 
Government and this Council that while' tht*s<‘ pe'titions ari* jiendiii^ 
t'mjuiry, some /a^aloiis suhordinatt' oHicials in the' elistrie‘t. are re-alisin^, hy all 
ine'anK the'y can, from the suHerin^ teniants the' due's, ami some of these* p(H)i 
tenants had to sedl t he*ir liome'st-ead land t o pay e^lV this ine>ne\'. 

My Loiel, muedi has l)e*en said alre'aely about the' e^el uc;at ional wants e>f this 
I’rovince and for a larf^er ^rant on e'dueaation. I think I e xpie'Ss t he' leedin^^'s 
of many ]»eople inte'reste'd in enlucation, wlie'ii I say that, a proportionat.ely 
larg“eu* aimKint (»f nione'V is spent hy t he' De'partnit'nt. of i^elueatmn on mspee*- 
t.ion rather than on insi iiu'l-ion , ami it. has heeii said that there' are' more* 
grains in the^ stahle s than I he'i*e are» horst's to fee'el. 

'idle' want of industrial scIkkiIs has also heM*n lelt.. W e^ want more' inone'V 
for eelu(!at ion and sanitation. Tliat comme're'ial institutions are* wanleel, en* 
that inelustrial e'duc*ation should he* ^^ive'ii an impetus, will he* a (‘ry in the* 
wilde'rne'Ss. Your Exe^ellemcy, in chesinf.^ t h(‘ Bud^e't last ye ar, e* \ | 're'sse'd a’ 
de'sire* that some* me'ans would he* fouml feer raising the' inone'y foi* lut'e'tin^ 
the'se* re'ejuire'iiK'nts. I am afraid that the* financial stre'ss threiii^h wliie'h we* 
are' passin^jf at the* pre'sent monie*nt. will un lort.u nate'ly e'ontinue' for some 
ye'ars to come* and it will not he' possible* for ( J eivernine'iit to im'e t the* 
incre'asin^ (hunands e>f e'ducat ion ami sanitation, ami I vi'iiture* to sumr»*‘d. t.Lat 
(Jove'rnme'nt may fiml sonie^ me^ans feir raisin^:: ^he* un)m*y hy t-axat iem e'Ve'ii, to 
supply the* funds for enl neat ion ami sanitatif)n. ( ’.e*rtainly, dire'ct. t axat ion is 
met ve*ry vvelconie* to the* jx'oj.le*, hut the* ne'-eds ol sanitation anel e'dm'ation 
are' so ^re^at that I think our jx'ople* will re'adily submit te> it so far as the' 
Mahoijimedans are ceincerm'd. 'Jdie*re' has he*cn a (.'onijilaint Iroin all side's 
that we* want meire’ mone'y for Maliomme'ehan ('ducatie)n and (M'rtainly ue* do, 
hut, my Lord, we*, stand in this hajipy position, that we try to ^j^e t tliis money 
by t ax ing ourse'l ve*s. My frieuid, the* Hon’hlc' Mauivu f a/J-ul-H mj, Buhmitle*d 
a Kill, hy which we* wante'd to tax the* Mahomnie'elan communitie s to |»rovide* 
funds fe)r Mahommeidan ediuratiein. lTnle»rt iinat.e'iy lor us, the* ( 1 e >ve‘rnme*nt. ol 
India hi'ive^ theiught fit not to alh'W its introeluction. 1 he*y are* unde*r the* 
inipressie)!! that lU) community slK)ulel he* taxe*e] simjelv because* it, ])rofesse'S a 
jiarticular faith. Whate*ve'r may he* emr eepiniem with regard to tdiis, I hojie* 
Your Exce'lh'n cy s G ove'rnme*iit will intreKluce* seime* lorin of m*w ta;*:atie>n. en* 
allow seime^ non-official mi'inbcrs tei do it, he'C.ause? I pe*rsonally think that the* 
iie'enls of sanitatirai and e'ducation an* see jire'ssim^ tlnat wee c,annc»t. wait any 
further and imine'y must hf* feiuml for them, whet he*r we' pay it by dire*e*t 
taxation or get it from the*, (fove'rnme'ii t re*ve*nue. 

My Lord, more* than two years hae^k I move*<l a re'solution in tliis^f eaim-i,! 
for the establishment of a Govf^rnme*nt c*e)lle*ge^ in my native* town, Kurd wan, 
which is the only district whene; there* is mi iiKxle*! sediool Htarfe*d and 
maintained 1>3' Government. The then l)ire*ctot of Ihihlic Instruedion, 
Mr. Horncll, very gracefully accepted the^ re'seilution (»ii he'hall eif Gove^rriment 
and expressed an opinion that a school was ve*ry badly needed for Hurd wan. 
Since then, a site has been selectee!, hut 1 regre*t to find that although we; 
are spending large sums of mone^^ on <littere;nt stdicKii buildings and sehool 
houses, still there is absolutely no provision made; f<jr this niuch-n(M*d(;d 
institution at Hurdwan. 
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I liavf^ in repeat another complaint with reference to the Education 
Df'partinent and it in that the number of text bookR and the variety of 
Hiibj(^cts tauf?ht in the lowt^r elaKRCH of our Hccondary echools and in the 
primary Kchooln. unneceHsarily tax 1 ho memory and tfie brain of our young 
ladH. 


‘‘ My Lord, much has been said about the abnormally larger expendil ure 
on the ))oliee, ami I also f(*el it my duty to join the general chorus of 
complaint. We think that tin? police expenditure is disproportionate to its 
efficiency. A (romplaint has been raised by the Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie t hat 
w(^ bav(^ Kjient a g(K)d deal of time or wast(‘<l a gocxl deal, in diseus.sing tlie 
Bndg(‘t and in frying to decrease the police expenditure. My Lord, we, the 
non-offi(dal Indian iiiemliers of this (kuineil, ocMUipy a very on viable position — 
rightly or wiongly our eonslituenfs believe that we can do tluMu a good deal 
of good whicli vv(' unfortunately cannot. They t^xpeet too much of us and 
we feel f liat we, would shirking our duly and would l)e called upon to 
exfdain our conduct if w(* do not, in this Council, ventilates tlu' grien^ances 
of our (iountrynum and our constitue nts and place them for the considera- 
tion e)f (roverninent and the' Counesil. Whesii wf* do so, we^ art* suppe)sed 
f() b(^ hostile* crif-ics of (ieeveu'nmenf and fo]le)wing the pin-prick policy, 
which wt> e;ertainly do not. From our place in this Council we try fo 
place the opinions which are* lield and formed by our people, and we* elo 
it with a sme^eu't* elesire* that tht> iuati.(*r may re*(‘edve‘ due ceensiele'iat-ion. My 
frie nd to my right (the Heariele Khan Sa!iil> Aman Ali) has said that if you 
introduce the temper sort eef mem to the^ police se‘rvice*, all the* e*vils of the* 
departmeni will elisappear. Unfortunatedy, 1 disagree* with him on this 
pe)inl. Howt've r much we may raise* the* pay of the* poli(*t* e)ffiee‘rs we* canne)| 
changes the* morale e>f the* service eer imprt)V(^ its e*Hioienc;y, unless and until wt> 
(inel l hat the^ f)t*ople are taken into confidence, ami their opinion is rt*s[)e*ct(*«l in 
the matter of the* coneluct and proceelure* adoj)te*el by the police*. It is m>t 
re*r^onable>, my la>rel, to suppe)se that we*, tlu* Indian m(*mlM*rs are* hostile* to 
the*- police*, that We> ele> m)t waul, tint law, order anel ])oace^ shonhl be* pre*s(*rv(*d 
in fhe(;ountry, but I think we* are more inte‘r(*ste'd in the* |>re*se*rvation of 
peaea*, or(h*r and law than the^ aelministration itself. The administration 
wants the'' police*, t.o be' e*ffie*icnt fe)r the' sake' eef the* inhabitants and neething 
else, anel if tlie peo[)le' are always looke*el upon with some* anmunt ed’ distrust 
wlu'u the\v criticise' tlu' comluc't of the' police* e)ffieors, I am sure* tlu* police^ 
e'annot be' reforme^el or impro\(*el. It has b('e*ii eair unfortunate (‘Xpe*rien(je' te> 
obse'rve that whem*ve*r a complaint has bt‘e*n made' by the* public eer a se'e'liem 
e»f the* public against the* j'olice*, or individual officers of the j'olice*, the 
superior officers of t he poliete liave always felt it nece'ssary to sui)port their 
sube>relin.ates anel try to ilefoml them or to explain away their cemduct. ddiat 
is the* grie'vance which our eeunitrymen fen*! on this point. 


My Lord, a reference has been made to the administration charge s on 
account of the ]>artition of the districts e^f Mymensingh and Midnaj'ore*. 1'he 
Hon’ble Mr. Mackenzie says that when a district has become tex) large for 
aelministrntiye* purposes, it is nece‘ssary that it shemld be partitioned, 
(k'rtainly. with regard tei that point, what myse'lf and other llem’blo Members 
in tliis (h)uncil on this sidt* m(*au is, that this partition could have waitt*el a 
year or two more as they hav(' gone f»n so long. Well, speaking of Midnapeire 
the Ilon’ble* Mr. Mackenzie stated that at an early dat(*. a district would lx* 
formed with hc*ad(|uartors at Asansol. My Lord, as I belong to the district 
of Burdwan, I feel it iny duty to protest against any proposal for partitioning 
Burdwan. Unfortunately, Burdwan is a large district like Midnapore or 
Mymoiisingh. W hat the people of Asansol really want is a Subordinate 
Judge’s court and not an independent district altogether. Asansol has got a 
^pember of the Indian Civil Service as its Subdivisional Officer and it will not 
certainly improve its position simply if it gets a Civilian of standing of two or 
more years to rule over it. I hope and trust that for the convenience ot the 
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princes of the industry and for the general public as well, efforts will 

be iniide to have a court-house there and locate a Subordinate Judge as it will 
facilitate civil business and relieve their needs. 

* My Lord, of late there has been a tendency on the })ari of adininistraticui 
to build residential quarters for high officials of GovtinimMit . 1 think that is 

a move in the right direction, but 1 regret to find that tht' offices of Rural 
Sub-Registrars are now located sonietinu's in rirnttnl housi's and soini^tinu's in 
thatched hous(^s of all sorts aiul It is not infnHjuent that theft of docuintmts 
and papers (K*eur from these offices. 1 think that the building of offic<‘K for 
Sub-Regist rars wlien^ they can ket^p valuabh' docmmenis should have* a 
priority over the building of residinitial quart(»rs for ollicers of ( «ovtM*nint'nt. 
1 hop(* and trust, my Lord, that this matter will ri‘Ctdve t he ai t int ion of 
Government. 

Witli refertujee to the 1 )t^partmtuit of Registration 1 obste veLtl sonn^tiinc 
ago that a hopt* was held out to the ministerial staff of the Registration 
Department that tlicdr ]>ay and prospects would be considtned , but t hat hope 
has not been fulfilled. ddii‘y are as much hard-workiMl as ot li(‘r minist.erial 
offi(u*is in (lovernment officios, and I st‘c no reason why they should be ill-paiil 
as th(\v are at prt^sent.. 

My Lord, soinetiTiM^ ago one of my predi*et'SSors in (anineil lelVrred to tin* 
accommodation for the District . I ndgt‘’s office in lUndwan. Since tin* IIockIs 
in ]9]*>, 1 he n*coi d-rooms and tin* District J iidge’s offices aia* in a mistnable 
(a)ndition. l^apins are kept in ilark hob s and the taiin* has suri ly arrived 
wln n a suitabh^ building should be* (jonslructed for t he loi^ation of the()ffi(*e 
of the Distri(*t »ludg(‘ of Rurdwaii,'* 

[At this stage the llon’ble MeinlMO* had to (*onrhide his remarks, he 
having reached the time-limit.] 

The llon’ble Hajui Akhii. CbiANDUA Datta said : — 

My Lord, theri* are sonu^ pc'ints in tin* liudgt't. on which the lion bb^ the 
kdnanct* Mend)Hr may well b(^ congratulat(»d. Rut tliost^ who spoke beioie nn^ 
iiad already ilealt with those points. 1 do not propose, tJierefoias to t.ake uj) 
Your Exctdlency’s time by going over the same grounds again. 

My Lonl, last year I submltltjd ainl insistt^d that the Budget shoidd be 
based on the f(*elingB and wisluis of thti peo])l(‘. and t hat it should relh*ct t he 
popular wants. But this counsel of perft^ction was not acc*t*]>table to those 
whose proud privihige it was to frame the Budg(^t of this gia^at provima^ 

But robust optimism must be tin* guiding princij)le in j)olit i(rs and in sj)itt! 
of the rebuff vvt^ received last year, wc? venture<l to plac*(* the wishes of the 
pt^opb* this year again for acceptance by the Gov^erniiHUit. \V(* again phanb^d 
for arresting the onward march of the st<\adily increasing poli(^e expeinliture, 
we again insisted upon the suspension of the cost, of partition of distrierts, we 
again pb^adt^d for increasing grant in education, sanitation and otluir mat ters 
affecting the well-being of the j*eople. On this occasion ;ilso our jjrotests 
havt^ shared almost the saints fate. Idie persistemt and insist(!nt appeal (»1 
the people conveyed in the numerous resolutions, moved at an earlitu' stage 
of the ilebat(% to make slight alterations in the k inancial Statement, has 
been dismissed. I know that the Government in this country Ik not a 
responsible govi*rnm(mt — 1 know that the Government is not bouml to consult 
the wishes of the people — the Government, I know, can ride roughslKxJ over 
their feelings, if only they ch(X)8e to do so. 

But, my Lord, we are on the eve of a great change — great changes are 
coming, and great changes are bound to come. W c* arti sure that the hope 
encouraged and built upon a Parliamentary declaration, will not be allowed, 
and cannot bo allowed to remain unredeemed. The whole country is. awaiting 
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with ])alpitating heart tlie Hcheine of Mr. Montagu which ho is now 
clahorating in collaboration with the Viceroy. But, ih th(n*e any reason, my 
Lord, why. pending the introduction of the reforms, the voice of the people 
should l>e ignored? IL^sfionsible government has been declared to be the 
goal of Ihitish rule in India. Quito af)art from the question of the whole hog 
vvt‘ can If^gitiinately hope that ther(‘ should be a beginning madt^ and the 
jX^opUi’s voice sliould be respected, at least in matters of small details. It is 
m^ither wisi' nor grac(‘ful that while the British Parliament and the Secretary 
of State for India are st^riously diseiiKsing reH])onHible government for India, 
tln^ ])opular r(‘pr(t8entatives should be looked upon as the fifth wheel to the 
eoacdi in the matter of the. l>udget. 

My Lord, my complaint is that tin* Budget undcu* discussion is no im- 
pr()V(*m(‘nt upon its pr(Ml(‘e(^Ksors in the matter of recognition of tln^ force of 
publi<; (►pinion. I am not insensibh^^ my Lord, tf) the fact that the resolution 
of ]ny llon’bh* friend, Mr. P. (>. Mitte/, has been given effect to. Small as 
t in* eonc(^Hsion is, I am profoundly thankful to Your Excell(‘nc3T’H Govern- 
m(‘nt for this. Ihit, J for om* (‘ntcu-taimul the hope that after the solemn 
(hxdaration of tin* 2ttth August, the { 3 ov(vnm(*nt. would turn over a in;w Uxif, 
iLat th(‘y would bow down to tln^ ]>oli(‘3^ enunciated tlier(‘in, and that the 
Ihidgt^l. under discussion would bo a remarkabh* improvenn*nt ujion the Ijudgi‘t 
of tin* last. 3'(‘ar, and that g?*(?att*r reHj)e(it would bt^ shown to the |)opulai‘ 
d(‘mand as formulatiMl in tin* n^solutioim inov(*d on tln^ 14 th Mareli and the 
t.vvo suc(*(‘e(|ing da^'S. But, m3* Lord, allow me to observti that it has a dis- 
aj)point nn‘nt to iin* to find that the official bmiches havt* not budgt‘>d from their 
usual attitinb*. It is a matti‘r of profound r(*gret to tin* ),eople that tin* 
(h‘clarations of tln^ in‘W policry’ hav(* faih‘d to make any impr(*ssion upon tin* 
Budget. M\' Lord, as an ('h'ct.(‘d repr(‘S(‘ntati v(‘ of tin* ptoph* in tin* Council, 
it is my imp(‘rativ<‘ duly to(*onv4‘y popular feelings to Yoin- h^xcelleney. 

Apart from tln^ dcidaration of tln^ m‘vv policy, 1 am anxious, my Lord, 
t,o submit anot.ln*r aspect of t.lnMnat.!(*r for Your Kxc(‘ll(‘nc3 ’s (ninsidc'rat ion. 
It, must Ik* acct‘pt(‘(l as a fundamental priin.'iph* of all (*ivilis(*d (}i overnnients 
that t in* mon(‘3* dis]>oR(nl of by tJie Budget, belongs in tin* last resort t.o the 
p(*o])!(*, and t he < )1 ov(‘rnment is a trustee of that mom*y. 4 'h(* control of I he 
CoV('rnnn*nt oV(*r the mone3* should not be moia* than that of a trust(*e, and 
should bt* gov(u-in‘d b3* all tin* lanrognistMl canons i>f trust and guardianship. 
Idn* ( I ovemnn'iit. has no doubt the h^gal right to dispose of the 11101103’ in an3’ 
way t.ln*3* like, t he control of the (iovernnn‘nt is no doubt al)solute. J 5 ut t he 
p(*oph* fetd t Inat their interest should, after all, bt* the supreme c.onsidtM’ation 
in the disjiosal of tlni 11101103*. Whemn'or tin* Budget g(H*s against their 
int(U*t'st — at all ev(*nts wln*in*v<'r the people f(*td that it is going against 
tlnur interest — tln*3* raise tlnur jirotest in the Couin‘il through their 
la preH(*ntati ves, and 1 respt‘ctfull3* but emphatically submit that their 
feelings and wishes are entitled to the greatest consideration. 

Then. is anot ln‘r feature of to-day’s Budget debate to which 1 feel bound 
to invite Your Excellency’s attention. It must have occurred to Your 
Exct4b*nc3* that to-da3*’s discussion is pure.h* of an academical character. The 
Ihidgei, is alrt‘ady final. No discussion, hovveV(*r wise and informed, no 
criticism, liowevm* sound and st‘nsible, will lead to any changt*s in t he Budget . 
W e arc not jiormitttxl to move an3’ resolution in regard to an3* complaint we 
may hav(’ to make at this stage. We, of course, have not the right to vote on 
the Budget. A frit*nd of mine was ttdling me the (jtlier da3" that the final 
Budgt*t d(‘bate is a splendid exaniph* of ** Nishkam Dharnia ’’ inculcated in the 
Bhagavat Gita. But I should not be misunderstorxl — I have no complaint — 
I caiiiiot have any complaint, against Your Excellency, because that is th(* 
regulation now in force. But at the same time I feel ©oinpelled to appeal to 
\ our Excellency with all the earnestness that I can command to consider 
Avhether we have not the cart placed before the horse. I appeal to Your 
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Excellency to consider whtdher tliis is a proatahK* einj>loyineiit of time to 
have any discussion on tlu^ lUnlijt^t aftrr it was made tiiial. Why shoultl 
valuable public tiim‘ be wasted for nothing ? dMie d(‘l)ati‘ S(nnciiim*s be<Mnnes 
acrimonious, and leads only to bitterin'ss of budin^ wif lieul any eountervail- 
.in^ advantage. My Lord, can it Ik' deiiiiHl t hat smdi a pr^K tulmv is calculated 
inevitably to lead to disi-oiitent of a stn-ious cliaracti'r ? It is higli tiim*, inv 
Lord, that the rules on tlu> subjt^ct should 1 m' anitmdt d, in t lit* intci est bot h 
of the (Government and t in* }>tH)ple. 

I sliould like on tin* ])r(‘siMit <K‘caKion to cont-tmt myself with these general 
obscM-vations. As rt‘gards incrt‘ase in ])oli(u‘ t‘xpt*!ulit un* and other mattt^rs 
against whi<*h 1 wantetl to raise my voicu* of protest. 1 tind that the Ibui Itle 
Members who prc^cedeil nn* have all fort*stalh*d nn*. I fet*l I canin»t protif- 
ably tak(* uj) I ln> t ime ol t in' (louinnl by a iliscnssion of those* mat ters. 


Thi* lloirbh* Maulvi A. K. KAzi.-ei-H ao «aid : — 

My Lord, to-day is tin* 1th of Apiil, and I feel tempte**! to wish that we 
Innl begun tin* proc(‘t‘( I ings just three days i‘arli<‘r, su that these final discus- 
sions on tlni Hudgt't might, have* taken phnrt* on the 1st of ApnI. This wcuihl 
ha\'t* Ikh*!! (juiti* in k(‘<*ping with tin* C(»mie al>surdity of dis(*nssiiig a Uinig*! 
;dr(‘ady in oj»erat.nnL and would als(» havt' eomeyed both t»» memhin’s of 
(h»niK*il ainl the outside pnidie some* idt‘a the real nature of i he pnM*iMnl iiiLis 
in which we are engagt‘d to-tlay. ddn* non-oilieial m(*mbtu*s wt)nhl then have 
r(‘alised that in spending th(‘ir eliKpU'inu* on such items of (*x )M*nd it u re as 
Lolica* allotmt*iits (ll(*aven savt* tin* mark !), tln*y are only takln 4 ^])art in one 
these* ph‘asant. eere'inonies whitdi euslom anti trailition render appropriate for 
the ce|(‘l)ration of that ]»arli(Uilar ilay in tin* year. Mort*over, things would 
tin*!! have lK‘en st'e*!! in tlnur true p(*rsj)eet i vt', and whih* non-oifieial memln‘rs 
would hanlly have^ h(‘en tempt(*d to take* tin* situalieni epiite* seriously. In^ads 
of (h'partment s we)uld also have*. e‘isily realis»‘<l that our e*|o(|uenee can ne 
more c'litrol the (rovernme*nt in its e5are‘e'r of t‘veii reckless e*x pi*nelit ure* than 
tin* ( )ehte‘rloiiy nn)nume*nt on the* (hileutta ntaidan can ee)ntrol tin* trallie* in 
(/howringhe*e*. Furtln‘r, inste*ad of le*aving hitter nninorie's In-hind. 1 In-se 
lludge't discussions would have* be-e-n |ooke*d upon by all e*on(n-rin*d as a 
])K‘asant and innoc(‘nl function we-lMitt .e*<l t.o mark tin* close* of the' labours oi 
all the* nnunbe'rs of the* (Jouneil be*fon‘ tin* (jove*rnm *nt took tln-ii* annual 
flight to the* hills. 

My Lorel, ye*ais ago wln*n 1 was a boy at school, I first le*arnt iln* me*an- 
ing of tin* English ]>hi’ase* ’putting the* eai’t be'lore* the* hoise*.’ Little* did 
1 know that ai some* jie^rnid e)| my lib* I woulel be* de*stine‘d t.o tak»* so m* part 
in ]ire)ce*e*( 1 1 ngs whi(*h se*e*ms to be* base*d on an atte-mpt to translate fin* nle^a 
eonvnj^e^d by the* phrase int.o ae*t ual re-ality. frankly stK*aking. 1 canne»t 
ee)nc(*ive of a me»re* ‘blaring instaiK*e* ol the* f>e)li(*y of ‘ putting the* cart be*iore‘ 
the horse* ’ than is aflfe)rde*d by tht*se* annual buelget discussieuis in (h»uneil. 
This is so obvious and see vve*ll known t<> e* very ine*miw‘r ed this (k)Uncil. t hat I elo 
nejt wish to take up Your Exen-lh'iicy’s tinn* by labouring this jioint, but ne*ve*r- 
thedess I will brie*fly se*t forth the ride s for our Biidg t d iscussiems, se^i that tin* 
fiublic at larger may be* ai)le^ tei legalise* <»ur position as it re*ally is I In* Preevincial 
e^xi^mditurei annually ame)unts to ne*arly 7 crore's of ruj>eeH. anel it is obv'i 4 >us 
that a muc*h 1 irge*rMUm would be* re‘ejUire*d to me*e*t the* le*gitimat«* eleunanels ol the* 
PiYivinmal Administration if all ])e)ssible* sche*nies eif jiublie* ut ility and bfun-fil 
vve*i’e t ake^n up in the inte-re^st s ol goexl anel e*flien*iit aelininist ratieiii. Nat ui ally. 
the*refejre . the ( Jov<*rn me*nt have* to consieJe?r the; r<*lative* impe)rt.ance* e>f all 
pre^jects brought forward by tin* various In^aels e>f el<*partiin*nts, anel them 
decidt; upon abande^uing some; alte)gctlier anel taking iij) e)the;rs, or taking tln*m 
up on a reduced scales, the renluction again bedng effe*cte*d eni a consiejemation of 
relative importance atid urgtmcy. In arriving at t In^sc decisions. Ooverninoiil 
might act on their own unaided juelgment. or might proposti to coiibuH 
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non-offi(!ial o..inioii. Government have wisely selected the latter course, but, 
unfold imately. the consideration takes place not before but after the Govern- 
ment have finally made up their mind and arrived at a practical unalterable 
ilecision. A irlance at the rules relating to the liudget discussions will niake 
this clear. Tlie annual Budget is prepared in the form of what is- techni- 
cally called ‘The Draft Financial Statement’, which is presented to the 
(Council some time towards the end ol Fel>ruary. although we are privileged 
to make our first acijiiaintance with the document a couple of days previous 
to its first intnsluetion in Council. The Draft Financial Statement is then 
provisionally revised l.y the hsial Government in the light of instruc- 
tions received from the GoviM-iinieiit of India, and the revised figures 
are iwesented to the Council under the name of ‘ The Amended Dralt 
Financial Stuleimuit.’ Further alterations may be made by Govtu-nment aud 
the revised finaiKUal statement is then (n esented to the (’ouneil, enil>mymg 
the propo.sals ef the Government regarding contcniplated expenditure. 
It is important to realise that the figures in the revised financial statement 
are practically unalterable, and represent the final decisions of the Govern 
ment on the various items of expemliture. It is at this stage, vvhen the 
Budget has assiimeil an almost iinniiitable shape, that we ar.‘ asked to make 
our ions by luoviii^? resolutions in ('onnril. Atul Ikooiii lies tlietiiu* 

humour of tlie situation. Besoliit ion after resolution is luouglit forward l>y 
non-otticial ineiiibersembo lying their suggestions, but it is a matter ol common 
knowledge that Government try to meet almost . very suggestion with an 
uiicomi.romisiiig negative. Ami the n ason is ..bvioiis. II we suggest that 
money shoiiM be sp.mt on a i art icular item of ,.x,,enditiir.; not provided lor 
in the Budg'ct, we have to indicate tlie source troin whicli the re.inisite 
inonoy can bo drawn. In ot Ihm’ wi^rds. wo havo to snfC^t*sl that tlui oxpcndi- 
tu re or some of the allotments might be reduced or stop] e.i, but all such 
sugg.'St ions are g.merally met by Gov. •rnmeiit with tlm reply that tlm allol- 
nient in .lu.isti.ui r.dates t.i H.inie w.irk .if abs..lnt.‘ urgency, wlii.di may havi- 
b.-en alr.iady iiegun or is otb.M Vvis.* iiulispeiisabl.'. It is tru.‘ that v\e have 
the pow.u- I'.f .lividing the ll.iiis.' on any .pi.-stion rais. il by our r.‘Soluti<.ns, 
but it is well Un.iWii that, .iwing to r.'asons whi.di n.'cd not b.' .liscusse.l heii\ 
the non-ollicial members can s.d.lom .•any the II. .use against the wishes ot 
Governm.mt. Alth.iugh. tlmi-. f.ir.*, (Jov.-rnni.'iit cmsult i.ublic opinion, t liey 

do so at a stage when consultation is meaningl.'ss or iiiiiiei essary. It would 

be obviously nior.. cons.inant with comm.iusens.' if the consultation took 
plac.' bef.iro matt.'rs w.-r.' finally .leei.le.l, rather than alter th.‘ d.'Cisi.iuH had 
been arriv.'.l at. lln.l.-r jiresent e.mditions iioa-olficial nu-mbers may 'uke it 
as an insult to b,' invited t.i .lisciiss a Bii.lgct .alrea.ly acc.-pte.l, or t<i oiler 
suggestions at a stage when suggesti.ins are iitt. rly meaningless. If, li..w.-v. r 
n.) such insult is meant, tlm whole proce.lure is a glaring ami jiractical 
illustration of the policy of ‘putting I h.- carl before the horse. 


My Lord, .me necessarv result <.f this policy of ‘putting tlm cart before 
the horse ’ has b.mii tin- utter futility of the efi'.irts of non-othcial members in 
putting a brake on an item of exiienditure which is condeinne.l by all shades 
of public .ipinion in this country. I mean the allotments under the head 
of th.‘ I’obce Department. Let us .•onsi.ler f.ir a ni.mient the lollowing 
figures : — 
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Making every allowance for the iinporiance of the department, it can 
hardly he regarded as a matter ot surprise that the public al lai^e l<H»k upon 
this expenditure as extravagant. We all agre<^ that a large (expenditure in 
necessary, to raise the ^>ay oL* tlie rank and fih' in « he dt^partmeut , in order to 
open up a career which would attract, a much better class of men than are 
now disposed to join tln^ force. Hut wi^ do not admit that tln^ abuses t>r('- 
valent in the department would nunov^Ml by spending lakhs (>{ rupees in 
providing cost ly l)uildin jrs for the nu n ami oHic(M*s of tin* depart inent. (h*ores 
have been spent sineetlie Indian Politic e'ominission submilted its proposals, 
for fK>lio(' n^form, but tin* major j)ortioii of this money has l*een lak(*n uj) 
in building costly liousi^s for t in* n'sidcinu* of eonstablcs and head-constables, 
or erecting police-stat.ion buildings at <*normous costs, cnuiting highly ]>ai<l 
posts for European oHicc'i s in t he higher ranks of tln^ police*, purchasing st(*am- 
launches and other miseci lain'ous items, which have no more to do with the 
reform f)f abuses thfin the Ilowiah Hridge has with the salt' of opium or ganja 
in the country, 'rin* Indian Polit*** ( \3mmission summed up t In^ sit uat ion in 
the following wiighl.y words : — ; 


Ev'^ery wln*r(' the d(*niand of t'nhglit(*n<*d opinion is for the ridorm of 
t he station lionst* of1ic('r. lit* must bt* niort* intidligent, mort^ rttspt'ctabht, 
bt*ttcr traiin*(l and bt^tt<*r suptn*v is<*d. This i.s tin* most urgent in*(Ml of the 

police One c.aiist* of tin' unsal isfaetory work of t he 

police is the inadt‘(iuat<‘ stipcrvision exercis(*d ovt'r them.’ 


With these ohst*rvat.ions evttry sensibh* man must he in p(*rfe(‘t agret^- 
nient, and if t in* hm^t* ( Xpendit ur<* on t In* depa rt inent hatl been nn*ant to 
carry out tln'st' ohjtu'ts, mairdy if not sololy, t!n*ri' (M)uld havt* hiM*n no 
r(*asonable cause for any eomnH*nt or complaint. An (*theient and wt*ll~ 
organiH(‘d polict* is as much a hh*ssing as a <rorruj)t and mt'lhcit'nt. jxtiita* is a 
curse. Hut on(> looks in vain through tlu^ Hudgt't allotm<*ntK, bristling with 
])rofuse expt'nditurt' on almosi t very conet*ivabl<* it(‘m of <*omfort and luxury, 
for adequate provision ft)r a s(dn*mt‘ of wt*ll-ord(*rt*d supervision of l he work 
of In vt^sl igati ng oHie.t'rs. It is well known that the (aunmission r(»a*ommc*nded 
the cia\ation of tin* class of oilicers known as Deputy Sup(*rint endent s, as W(*ll 
to impart, a healthiiu’ tom* to tin* Indian (*lcnn*fit in tin* service* as to secure a 
close su])('r vision of t he work of in v(*st igat ing o(rna*rs, by tin' members of a 
p]*ov’incia] S(*rvice, whose sufienor slatus would be. a siilhcient guarantee, of 
tlu*ir liom'st y, j>robii y and fii*edom fr(»m eorru[»t.ion. riiere can be no <loiibt 
that if tln‘He Dt'puty Su| crint emlents had been utilizt'd for the purpose of tin' 
superv'ision of the work of their subordinates, corrupt pr*ictie 'S amongst, 
in vestigat.ing olhcers wcnild havi* gra<lually diminished, ( Ven if th(*y cli 1 not 
actually disapp(*ar. Hut it is well known that the nuinbc*!' of Deputy Superin- 
tendents is not larg(' enough to supply t he n*<juisitc jiroport.ion of ofhe(*rH lor 
(^arr^dng on the work of suj^erv’ision, and ('ven amongst those* that fixist, 
very few an^ employ(*d on woik which ought to have bc<*n nuide* tin* princifial 
part of their duty. It is notorious that Deputy SuperinUmdents at the head- 
quarters of districts are generally (unployed on oHice work, and are no b<*tter 
than glorified clerks or olii(;(' siqierinbuKlcnts. 'Idn' sup«?rvisi(Mi of tin' work 
of in vestiga4/ing officers is, th(*refon', as unsatisfactory as even*, ddie Europeait 
Assistant SuperintcimUmts an* practically useless for | ur|)osi's of supervision, 
in consequence of t heir ignorance of t in* vcu’iiacular of tin' (j<mntry, and the 
absence of a free and unnistricte 1 scKual intercourse* between them and the 
general public. The iSuporintembuits and Additional 8uperintend(;nt s have 
their steam-launches and motor cars at the ('xp<^*ns<* of the public money, but 
their supervision is also no better than those of other European officers. 
While these conditions exist, Golrerninent se.(*.k to reform the police and 
remove abuses by building palaces to be used as station-houses, and gorgieous 
residential quarters for the rank and file of the police force. Public money 
could hardly have been more wasted and more ill-sr>ent, and it is against this 
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})r»licy of paniporin^ tho niCTiilK'iK of a forc(‘, already 8f)oilt l)y undue indul- 
^:^eiu*e, that Idle public have hilherio bc(‘ii raiBin^^ a persistent though 
ineffectual protest. 


My Lord, the friends of the iNdicr* are apt to iiiaint ain t hat the moral 
tora^ of the service has now been consideraldy raised and matters an* 
gradually improving so as to render abuses less frequent than before, ft is 
1 rue tliat there* has been a slight improvement as comparenf with the state 
of things i)f*for(^ t la^ ('ommission, but the improv(*m(uit is mainly due to tlie 
sj)read of edu(;ation amongst th(^ mass(‘s. which has taught jK'oph^ tie* 
im^stirnable lessons of maidim^ss and se*! f--n*liance, and rend(*ring th<‘m 
b(44(*r abb* to resist e)pj)ressions than b(‘for(*. ddie abuses that still (‘xisi 
are* appalling euiough, and an* still a dis(‘redit to the Ciovernnie*nt , and involve' 
gn^at injury to t he* j (‘-oph* of the*, ceuintry. If t h(*se‘ abuse's are* to be removed. 

Ihe* r(K)t cause's for such abusers must not be* allowe'd to (*xist, and remeelie*s 

aio to be* a{)pli<Hj which are* appropriates to the* ilisease*. It is no use* building 
houses, or providing police*iii(*n witli a sph'ndid uniform, while* the* ]iive*sti- 
gat ing otVuM'rs e.ontdnue* to be* re*cruite‘d from a class who do not ln'sit ate*- to e*nte'r 
se'rvie^e* in t he* e*xpe'e*tation of making substantial additions to their salary l>y 
pre'ying up(»n the* ge'iu'ral public. It is no use elivieling the province* into 
jioliee* rangers and e;reating niinu'rous l)e*puty lnspeetors-Gene*ral, while* the* 
.« work of su|M'rvision of in ve^stigat ing ejfhce'rs remains as unsat isfactory as 
(‘\'e*r, Idle* Supe*rinte*nel(*nts of Polieie*. must le'arn the* languages of t he* count ry 
and t ry to e^\e*re*ise' a close*r control ove'i* the* work of actual in ve'st igal ions 
than the'v elo at prese*nt. ‘ The^ ignorance of the* ve*rnae5ular, ’ said the* 

(hanmission, ‘ami want of toucli with the* ]>e*o;de' ge*nen-ally are* tlie most 

s(*rious ele*fe'(;ts amongst Supe*rinte*nele*nts. The'se* officers are also too ofte'ii 
incline'd to sujiport. the'ir suborelinate*s in an unre*asonable* manm'r anel to 
re'ceive e.'omjdaints or stricture's on polices work in a hostile^ spirit.’ Tliis 
criticism holds goexl to-day as it eliel in the* days of the ( 'ommissiem. The 
same* re*marks apjily in a gre^aten* degre^^ to the* Assistant Superintemhmt s 
anel the* Kure^pean Aelditional Superini endeml s of Police. Slcjis should be* 
takiMi to reune'ely the^se* ele*-feM*ts, not by building palatial house's eir purchasing 
ste'aiU'launche's, but by insisting on Police^ Supe'rint.e*nele'nts taking a 
livedieu* inte*re>st in theur work than they do at the pre'.sent ela^*. The' Di'puty 
vSu j)e*rintende*nt.s ol Police* shoulel b(> utilisenl in e'lose'ly siijiervising tlie we)rk 
ol tlnur subordinate's on l.he^ spe)t, anel not by bt'ing niaele* to lighte'ii the* 
routine* weirk of t he^ Supe^rintendemts eif Pe)lice^ by signing ])aj)ers eif the* P()lie*e' 
e)(lie*e'. Abeive* all, sugge^stieuis ami e'ritiehsms should be wedconu'd 

ami eluly conside'renl, inste'aei of be'ing re*se*nte*d at or rece'ivenl in a hostile* 
spirit. Tilt* o{)pre\«sie)n8 eominit te*d by tlu^ Pe)lit*e‘ during the in ve*stigat ions 
e)f what are known as the /mHooting cases are' pe*rhai>s unparallele'el in 
uie history e)f abusers in any civilized ceiuntry. Tlie* matter tunuid t(» be* 
a public acamlal, ami it was the* duty of Governme*nl to have* at once> starte*d 
thorough anel searching enquirie^s into the alle*.gations, anel taken such ste*j)s as 
woulel have beH>ii justifie*el by the results of impiiries. This was m)t done*, 
ami when I moveel a resolutie)n in Chained praying feu* such emiuiries, the 
suggi'StieHi was not accepteel by (iovernment. Anel whe*n, later on, I c.om- 
j)laine*el tliat my re^solution haei bwii unjustly negative*d, Sir Henry \Vhee*leM* 
rose* tei say that (iove^rnment hae4 made* enepnries threiugli Histrict Magistrates. 
’Fhe att-ituele of Cien*e*rninent towards my resolution and tlie remark of Sir 
Heuiry Wlu'eder gave' the* [mblic an incorre'ct ide*a as to facts. It is not true 
that GeiveMTiment evem inovcel tlu^ir little linger te> save people from 
e>ppre?ssions or bring their opjiresseirs to justice. The only place where* t he 
District Magistrate^ niaele any e^nquirios was at Noakhali, and this w'as done*, 
not uiule'r orders of Geivernment, but because my friend the Hon’ble* Maulvi 
Abul Kasem and luysedf went over to Noakhali and insisted on these 
enquiries btung made. It is ne^teworlhy that even at Noakhali the Magistrate 
at first refuseel to boliewe in the complaints made ^gcainst tlie Police, and 
only yielded because we would take no denial. 
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The result, of the Noakhali en(,uiri,.s 1, as shewn I l,a) the eomplainis were 
well-founded. If proper enquiries had l.eeii made elsewliere ti.ese pels of 
Crovernnieiit (who are no lietter p,‘sls to I he inihlie) would have been shewn 
ill their true colours elsewhere also, (loverninent should have been ishaiue.l 
of having hacked up th.> ilisreputahle ineinhtMs id’ a fore,- already proved to 
1,0 dishonest and corrupt. Instead of that, they try U, vindicate their p. silion 
hy taking credit lor a course of eoiuluel which at lirsi they refused loadoiil 
and whi< h was practically thrust ui>on them hy my friend' Mr. Ahtil Kasein 
and iiij'self. This is hanlly the way to reform t.'la- Police, ami hardly the way 
lo will popular K 3 unpat lj 3 \ 


My Lonl, f am sorry I lial t lir l iiiu; at niy disposal lias almost com.* to an 
ond, liut. 1 oaniiot- rosuim^ my scat witli<>ut rcforriii^r- to t 1^. 7a‘j>r(‘li(msil)|«^ 
with which tla* claims ol' Muhammadan (Mlucation hav(‘ hoim I rcat chI in 
the framiiiic ol* lUidKct. Tlic proj>osal lor tin* cstahlishimml of a Muham- 
madan Arts (-oU(;^t' aiipcars to 1 m‘ jiractically shclvt'd, and t Iumh* is lianlly 
any provision for huildinir hostels for Muhammadan stmhmls (‘itlnn* in (’alcntta 
or in the mufassal. Only tln^ otlnn* day t h(‘ Dirt'etor of Ihihlie Instruction 

remarked tliat th(> maids of tlie eommunil^' in t In^ matlm-of liosttds foi- 
Muhammadan stiuhmts in Cahnitta do not (‘\ist, and In^ Vf'nturtal to state* in a 
sjiirit, of pridt* and s(‘ll-satisfaet ion that the (ioveinm(*nt (;an (daim t o liavi' 
doiu* t Indr d uties 1 owards Muhammadan studimts in this mattei*. 1 reser\e 
lor a lutiirc occasion what I havi* ^ot to sa^' in repl}^ to t he edaim tlnis put 
lorwaril on hehalf of ( iov’t'iiiiiu'nt , and 1 content myself at the pr(‘Si‘nt inonnmt 
hy saying- that. I challeiig'e tlie accuracy of tin' stateiiM'nt o! my friend the 
|)ire(‘tor of Public Instruction, wln'ii h(‘ says that tin' Muhamma<ian stud(‘nts 
in (dahmtta havf* ht‘en duly provid(‘d wit h acc?oinmodat ions in rcco^idsfd 
ni(‘sses and host.els. I would only jioint out to him t he act'omniodat ion which 
exist for M uliamniadan law stud(*nls in (Calcutta. Most, of them at })res<mt 
live at No. Mirzapur Slr<*(‘t, <and 1 woinh*!* if the l)ir(*cto)- of l‘uhli(* Instruc- 
tion has ever visited this budding and se(‘n for himself how the law students 
] lass t.h*‘ir da^'J^ thei'cr. lie (*ould not then have laded to in>tic(*, casting his 
ev’os on the ot lu'r side o( tln^tank at tht* llaialin^e Hostel, how t in' inuniiic^ence 
ol a Hindu nobleman has bt*(‘n liberally suj)j>h*mcnted by ^(‘innous contri- 
butions from Univ(‘i’sity Kunds and Provincial UcV(‘nU(*s for the benefit of 
Hindu st udents ; while, ri^ht on t ht' otdicr side ol t in* tank, t in* dis^racfdul 
pi^i^on-hohiS ol No. 2, Mirzapur Stre(*t (wh(*re Mussulman ^•raduales con^jcn*- 
^^at(* for shelter during' their law studies in this city) beai' <*](Kjuent test iinoiiy 
to t h(^ povi*rty ol the community and the neglect with which the authorities 
trt^al the intt3r(‘sts of Muhammadan students in (Calcutta. ’ 


riie llon’blo Dii. Nijj:a I’AN Sahkak said : — 

“ Mj" Lfird, the total sum providtal for the eng'im'erin^’ education of all 
tirades is Ks. 8,24,000. and the total amount j>rovi<i(‘d for vocational educa- 
tion of diirerent sorts, such as ag*ricul t u re, commeja^e, technology, i^tc.. is 
Pw. J,04,o00. So, al to^c*thei*, th(‘n* is a total cA’ Ks. 4,2S,r>00 piovi<led for 
cu^in(i(irin|r and industrial lu<!alion — a sum about 4 per (lent. of tin* total 
expenditures on t*<lucat.ion. \\ (mart* paTisin^ ihroULrh critical linlt^sin rc^^ard 
to industry. We^ cannot, aflord to wait in a state* ol imi)re*pare*diicHs at tin? 
po^sent moment wliem ^reat clian^f*s arc taking* place in the world, not only 
lu tin* political splnue* but also in the* sjdiere* of indust rie‘S. It is tinier that 
we should mend matters. We an* in a h(dple*HS state* of unpreparedness, and 
our helplcssn(3ss mer§r(;s into a state of nttcr eJcHj>air \vh(^n we find that 
Government offers us help only to this e xtemt ; that is, by spending a sum 
Ks. 4,28,500 on engineering and inelnstrial education^! development in 
Bengal. J know an additional sum of Ks. 1,50,(KK) ha« been provided for 
some item in this Budget ; buP a niuch larger sum is needed for indiistrial 
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(education. In tho near future we must try to divert tlie channel of education 
from tlie ordinary routes of law and literature to the channels of technical and 
industrial education like agriculture, technology and commerce, so that our 
young men may assert themselves in life as the competition of other people 
in the world. One by one all our markets are being occupied by foreigners. 
It is time that w(^ should try to develop our own resources. Bengal has got 
an unlimited supply of raw materials. Then^ is also capital in the land 
and intellect too. 1 believe, under ])roper guidance and proper instruction, 
Bengalis will bo abUi to hold their own against any oth(*r jrx^ople in the field 
of industries, ddic first steps towards such an (md would l>e to organis(‘ 
(mgin(i(u*iiig education and the vocational education in difierent branches in 
all standards. 

My Lord, I deeply appreciate the increase of grant to medical schools on 
account of the increase of students from its. 1,30,000 to Rs. 1,48,000. Having 
n*gard to t he condition of Bengal this extension of nuHlical (Hlucation is oin^ 
of the most important questions. Tlie urgency of tins qut‘stion incrc^ases 
ev(‘ry day. I lio])e (Government will try to solves tliis ditficult qu(‘stion tdtdier 
by startdng additional miulic^al sch(X>ls or by subsiilising privately-started 
uKMlical schools. But whatevt*r may b(^ the method, t,li(‘ qiu^st ion cannot, be 
put oil for a much longcn* time. 

In t his coniuudion, 1 may draw the attention of tlie (lov(‘rnnu‘nt to t he 
(jm^stion of mt^dical education of feniah^ students. The class for femab^ 
students was starbul in 1884, but recently, after 30 years of its existeiurt*, it 
lias btHUi ])ra(di(udly closed. New admissions hav(‘ betm nd'useel on oik* 
ground or anotduu*. Whatever may bt^ tin* reason of closing t ln‘ class. 
ade(|uate j)iovision should be iinnle for nu‘dical (ulucat-ion of woimm in Ibmgal. 
Tln^ (pK'stion has Ihhui raistul that the studmits who ap|)li(‘d for admission 
did not poss(‘ss t h(‘ nupiisite qualifications. No wondt'r, when ( lovernnimil 
spt'iuls only Rs. 51,000 on collegiate^ tulucation of wointm and wlnm only 
Rs. 3,30,000 about, oin.—thirtiid h of t he sum spent on e'ducat ieni is budget ted 
for feunale esbicat ion. What is wanttid is nior(‘ money, qiore attemt ion, and, 
if 1 may be pe‘rmitt.ed to eebserve, more sympathy. ddimH* is no reason why 
female candidate's in (/aleutta sheiuld be^ reduse^d admission into t he' Calcutta 
Meulical ( /olh'ge' and ael vised be ge) to Delhi. Dedlii may have^ eme' or more* 
niealical colh^gi'S for vveemem but the^ ne'cels of Calcutta an* eiuite^ elitf(*i*ent . 
The'rt* is IK) reaise^n why our daughte*rs and siste'rs sheeuld be* compelled to 
re'side' in De'llii feir five ye'ars in orele'r to have a mealical e'ducation vvli(‘n the're* 
are* at least two Covernment meelical Institutions in Calcutta. Wdiat 1 would 
urge* is this : that provision sliouhl be inaele for the* e*ducati()n of lemale 
iiK'dical students in Calcutta either in tlie Medie*al Colhige or in any other 
institution. As re^gards Delhi the matter should be left to their choi(‘e‘. 


1 am deu^ply grateful feir the increased sanitary grant from abeiut fenir 
lakhs of rupees to edeven aml-a-half lakhs of rupt^es. I am also grate'fiil 
for the* locent measures that have been adopteel in conne(*tion with the^ 
sanitary improvement of certain parts of Bengal. We hope that, witli tlu* 
help of our energetic Sanitary Commissioner, we shall be able to make 
steady improvorient in sanitation.” 


Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said : — 

My Lord, it now devolves ujx)n me to offer to the Council some remarks 
on the subjects which, for administrative purposes, placed under the 
Departments of Revenue and Public Works ; and in doing so, 1 shall 
endeavour to make such remarks as short as possible, notwithstanding the 
temptation to follow some members who strayed beyond the limits of the 
present Budget. 
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Undt^r iho of Revenue, I propose to d(\al with the suhjeets of 

Settlement Operations, A^rieulture and Fon^sts. The HoiThh' Kuinar Sliil» 
Shekhareswar Roy has repeated the ar^runients whieli he previously inadt' 
ajyainst the eontiiuiance during war time of settleiiurit ojur at i(»iis. As tie' 
expenditure is wholly Imirt'rial, it is doubtful whether the Hon’bh' MtunhiM* 
is stiictly in onh'r in discussin^r the subjei*! in a dtdiatt' on provincial t xjM iuii- 
ture. However, the mat ter has been discussiul btdore ; in HHo lln* llon'ble 
Mr. Heatson H(‘ll ^av(^ a eonvincing reply to similar arguinirits ; and on th«‘ 
])reHent oecasioii I havt^ regally nothing more lo add beyond saying that it is 
hardly correct to argue that no m(xlifi(^ations have bi‘en made during war 
Umv. On the (contrary, the normal programme for four survty and lour 
settlement partii‘s has btH*n r(Hluci‘d to a programme sutheieni for three 
survey and threu* settlement parties. Then, again, thi‘ estimate of Us. 
lakhs, to which the Hon’bh' Member takes t^xea^ption, has been cut, 
elown from the original ('sliniate of Us. 2!) lakfis ; and the pro|)os(Hl 
recovmde^s of Rs. 18 lakhs liave b(>(‘n cut. <lown from an earlier I'sliinali' of 
nolens than 2() lakhs. It is rat Inn* late' in the day to discuss wlutlur 
district settlement operations are usedess or unmM‘(*ssary, as he urge's, ddie 
battle; on this (juestie)n was fought out no h‘SH than a ejuartm* of a e;entury 
ago. More'over, tlie pa^’ineuits maele towards sedt hunemt. (*ost s art' for valut* 
n‘C(‘ivn'd in tlie sliajic. of the^ copit's eif t.he> records and of the' maps wide h ai-e* 
furnislied to t he; part it's conea'rned. 

(Inch*!* tlu‘ h(;ad of Agriciilt ure‘, I have* ])le'asur(* in thanking the* 
Ilou’bh' liaja Hrishi Kcisli Laha and the; lIon’bh'Mr. Provash (Miundt r 
Mitten- for their appri‘ciatif)n of the progrt;ss made; in the* distribution of 
paddy st‘(‘d and jute; s<hh 1, anel also in cuiniu'ction wit li t he* ext t'lision of 
cinchona cultivation. The; llon’bb; Mr. Mitte'r made; a rt'eiut'st tliat a furtheu- 
en<]Uiry in conn(.*e‘tion with such e'xt-emsion shouhl be* made*. 1 am happy to 
inform him t hat at the; |)re*sent me>nient tlieu'e; is a very coinjx't e'nt ollicen- on 
s])e‘cial eliity feir this very obje^ct. 

Them, und(*r t he heael of Fore'sts, t he llein’ble; Mr. Mitte r maele; aimthe r 
sugge*stion that with ju-ojier organisation the* fore;st- re*ve‘nue‘s ought to be* 
e‘Onsi(h*rably incrcase'd. This ojK'ns up a ve*ry wiele; subje*ct eif eliscussion 
as to t he; de* ve lopnie'nt of emr ce)mnie*rcial propertie*s, with whie*h it is not 
j)Ossible; to (leal aeleeiuatedy on the* jm-sent eiccasion. It is true, hovvt*ver, 
t hat Forests form one* e>f tlie few re;ally satisfactory among t lie* nat u rally 
exjianeling soure;es of reve*nue in t his jirovince. In t his e*onne;e*t ion I should 
like' to nn*ntion that the; late* Rovnuiue; Meunbe'r ol the* (i ove;rnujenl ol linlia, 
ISir Robe'it CJarlyb', i)ublicly stateel in London about a ye;ar ago that the re; was 
m*actjcally nei limit to the; el(‘Ve'lopme*nt of this sour(;(; of reve*nue;, naineli^*. 
Forests ; but, he* said, forests re*quire‘d a bc/ld outlay of e‘X])e‘n(liture‘, not only 
expenditure on jK^rso?incl but also capital e;xpenditure on me'ediamc.til 
ag(;ncit;8, on comiHunications in the* opeming out of roads, and in the; 
elistributioii eif the pr(^)duce. 

I now turn tei the othe*r main he;ad of J^ublie; Works, under which J 
propose to de'al with the; subject of Irrigation. In connc'ct ion with this 
subject, 1 ele;sire; to thank the lloidble; Mr. Macke*nzie and the* Hon bh; Maulvi 
Abul Kase'in for their appreciation of the* work ol ce*rtaiii oflienrs of the 
Publie; Works l>e*parl ment. The Hon’bh* Khan Sahib Aman All and the; 
Hon ble Mr. Mackenzie alludes in particular, to t he* Chaktai k hal in < Jhitta- 
gong. With Mr. Mackenzie’s views, if they re*fer to tlie main aitein*H ol 
communication, Government are, of course, in full accord ; but 1 do not. thin 
that tills particular Jchal, for the improvement of which a request has been 
made, is one which can strictly be called a navigable channel in tlte ordinary 
Wnse. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Mackenzie has suggested the formation of a Water- 
ways Trust somewhat on the lines of the Calcutta Port Trust : the formation 
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of Hucli a Bpocial WaO'rwiiys Dopartinont oi* Tiust to doal with waterways has 
not Ik*-oii ov(‘rlook(‘d by (lovornm^'iit, hut in tho opinion of many qualified to 
judLTe, its niat(‘rialisat ion is associated with tin; .completion of the Grand 
Trunk Canal ])roject. J find, moreover, in the literature on the. subject a 
considerabh* amount of vagueness as to tln^ precise lines on which such a 
Trust is to b(^ form(‘,d in Ihuigal ; as to how it is to be financed ; and as to 
how it is to be. adniinist<*r(‘d. 1 would welcome any definite constructive 
sugg<‘stions on 1 hest^ points. 

As regards the Grand IVunk Canal ]>rojfct, 1 can say, on behalf of 
(J overn)nent , that it is not th(‘ intention of Govi'rnment to ])ige.oidioh^ it. Tlu* 
consid(M’ation of ils numeu-ous ])rob)ems has eonlinued to {>ceuj)y the attmitiim 
of ros])onsibh‘ olhe-ers during tlie past year, Th(‘ oj)inioiis of public; bodies 
cone(u*ned hav(‘ beem obt. aim'd and art' being considt'rcHl in detail. 

The; llon’bh; Mr. Mackenzit' has also drawn attention to a certain 
(dianmd on tlu‘ outc'i* boat route* through t he; 8und(‘rbans, namely, the Doagra 
(;hann(;l, ivgarding which it is urged tliat its dtdt'rioraiion is i)rol)al)le, if not 
(;(*rtain. I am abb; to inform t he Counedl that in the ]>res(‘nt yt'ar a sum of 
half a lakh of rupt'es has bcM'ii st t aside to make' a new cut in that vicinity, 
by which it may not be; necessary for sl.t'aimus to use this cliaiint‘1 at all in 
the near future'. 

flneh'r tin* lu'ad of Irrigation the lloh’l)h‘ Nawal) Bahadur of I\lurshida- 
bad has s(ate;d that the* imj u'ove'nu'nt of th(‘ lUiagirathi linds no ])laee‘ in the 
e;stimat('s. I am sure; the Coumdl r(;alisn that t iu' tlow of tlie IMiagirathi 
through th(' Mursliidabad <listrie*t must depi'iid entiri'ly on tin* j)osition of 
the* main stre'am of the (Jangt's ; and if tin* Ganges refust's t.o e'ome down 
the Bhagirathi, it is humanly impossible lo forc'e it to do so. All that human 
ageuiey (;an I’ffee*; in this matter is to ri'iidt'i' conditions in 1 he* lihagirathi 
suitable for inducing a (low fiom the' Ganges down its bt'd, wlum tIu' main 
e;hanne'l of the big rivi'i* has re‘V(‘rt(*d to its most simthernly })osition. At tin* 
present mome'.nt, 1 am sorry to say, the (langes main stio'am has cut otV the 
h(;ad of the; Nadia rive'rs. 

ddu'SC', 8ir, ail' all the remarks ] de'siia* to make* on ’he* st'Ve'ral ])oints 
that, have' bee'ii rais(*d in the' e*ourse of tin; dobatt' to-day ; but. I In’ri' an* some 
othe;r point.s to wlneh the at t euition of ( iove*i*nnn'nl has be'i'ii di awn l)y 
Jlon’bh' MeunlM'rs. d he'Se liavt* Ix'e'n nott'el, ami ]1 on’bh' Members may reist 
assure'd t hat t he'ir e'onsiderat ion will not bt* ovmdooke'd. ’ 

TIk' llon’bh' Siu S. 1\ SiNiiA saiel: — 

My Lord, it eh'Volvt'S upon mo to deal with such c]’itie;isms as have 
falh'ii freem Hon’bh' Me'inlx'rs with regard to t-he* De-partments of Edue;ation an 1 
Sanitation which are in my chargt' and 1 think the surest way in which 1 can 
deal with tlu'in i to take' first the general criticism with rt'gard to e;ducation 
and sanitation ; the'n de'al with such speciiie matti'rs to which attention has 
be'e'ii drawn l)y individual Membe'is, and, thirdly, t.o de'al with some' matters 
which, though not referred to spe'c'itically, are* re'fe'rreel to me>rt' eir h'ss in geuie- 
ral terms, ami 1 am classifying the' subje'cts uneler the;se three he'ads. 

My Le)rd, two charge's that have beu'n re pe'ated by se'veral Members with 
regard to e;due;ation and sanitation are; that in the Kevise'el Estimates we 
have shown savings whic'h actually me'an le)ss ; that is to say, the monies 
allotte'd, which ought to liave be'en spe;nt, have not been spent with regarel 
to such importaift matters as e'ducatieai [inel sanitation. But I think I 
sliall be abb' to satisfy the Ccmncil witlie)Ut much trouble that it f)roceods 
from a misconce])tion. if Hon’ble ^li'inbersj will tuin to page 21, eiealing 
with the charges under the; head of Eelucat ion, there are two matters which 
I think will be clear to them : Jirstl;/, tijat eelucation. so far from being 
neglected, has been receiving inert'asing attention of Government. We 
have there the actuals of 5 years, 1912-lS to 1916-17, and then we have 
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the Budgets for 1917-18 ami 1918-19. Tlu^ expenditure in 1912-ld was 
73 lakhs and odd ; next year it was 81 lakhs that is. nearly 8 lakhs 
increase. Next year, that is tlie year lu>f<»rt‘ tht' war, it was 9 l' lakhs 
or an increase of 11 lakhs; tdnui l»y reason of tlu‘ war tluue was a droj) in 
1915-16, and we came do\vn to 81 laklis or very m^arly 80 lakhs, tliaf is, 
7 lakhs less than the previous year; tluMi there was a furtluM- drop in 1916-17 
to 76 lakhs for the same reason, nanitdy, that w<‘ an^ no^ allowtMl !•> spend 
except for urgemt and product ivt‘ {)urposes ; hut it will ht' noticed that in 
1917-18, it went up to 98 lakhs. exet^Hiing the eil ucait.ional grant fei* anv 
previous year. The Budget for 1918-19 is lOo lakhs, ddimt Tore, it will 
i)e seen that, so far from (‘dueat ion ht'ing givmi its ]>roper shart- of the 
public revenues, tlie money allottt'd to tnlucalion has hemi inert'ast'd hy — 
I won’t say le.aps and hounds, hut \'ery stihstanlial amounts dui ing :dl tliis 
time and not wit.hst anding t in*, war ; I think tliat is a point which is clear 
from this statemiuit. 

There is another general complaint, about t lu' al lot.tnnui ts not, having 
h(u*.n spent, and that aris(‘s with r(‘gard totln* yeai* nn7-18. Although for 
t hat 3’eat , tlu^ original figuia^s were 98, 1 in the Ih'vised Bin Iget (*stimatcs 

they were reduced to 81,1 l,t)t)() from which Memhei's eoncludt* that 17 lakhs, 
which were at our disjiosal aiul which ought to have htani spent, had not 
h(M‘n spent. I say that is due t o a misconception ; lirst, of all, it is not corriH;! 
to say that tin* 17 lakhs have not h(H‘n spent. ddie figures n'prc'smit the 
actuals for tin* first 9 or 10 months of the year and the (‘stirnates for tin* 
remaining two or thr«‘e months. '^Phese <‘stimal<'s art* has*Ml on the expendi- 
ture of tin** pr(‘vious 9 or 10 months and d(^ not t.aki* inio account tin* fact 
th.at tin* exj)enditui*(‘ during tin* last two or thri't^ months, so farasth*' 
av(U*age is coiicertn'd, is va ry much larger than during tin* pr(‘\'ious 8 or 
9 months. Then'fore, it is not corre(U to as--ume that 17 lakhs remain 
unspent ; actually, a griat deal of that has h(‘en s]>t*nt. Ihit it is correct 
t hat some port ion has not he<m spent and for t in* folio a Ing roasons. 'Phis 
sum of 98 lakhs inclu(h*s tin* 9 lakhs grant from the Imperial t «overnnn‘nt. 
W(‘ sent up a s(*ln'me to the ( ioV(*rniiuuit of India for the (‘xiieinlit uri* of t his 
9 lakhs and t he it.eins are as follows, (t’ouncil will pardon my going into 
these details at a little length hecaioa* a greater | art of t he cliarges is levelh'd 
against us wit li la^gard to t his unsp(*nt, balance or savings t lu'O’fr* un ). Now 
thoire !) laklis consist <*d of II it<mis : — 

(1) Cost of improving (Tovcrii ment liigli hc,}h»oIh 

(ii) Cost Ilf iinjiroviiig ( iovcrniuciU mnl<n<* Kiiglish hcIkk^Ih 

(9) Ai<l for IST u nici j>iil liigii seliools 

(4) Grants f(»r ai'lod and uiiaidod liigli ami mi Idle J^aiglisli 
schools 

(5) Grant of loc.al allowance to Assistant Jleadmasier (d \cr> 

nacular training seliools. 

(6) Honoraria of the teaching staff of (hr< c high se}io«»lr, lor 

work in connection witii the Dacca d'raining ( ’ollege. 

(7) Enhancement of ]>ay of t'-acheri ol primar}, schools 

(8) Enhancement of the pay t)f feaeh* rs in girls’ primary 

Hchofils. 

(9) Grant to tlu* Midna]>ur District Uoard f<»r an inereas** of 

tht? allowance of teachers of primary schools. 

(10) Inauguration of tlie scheiiie for ttie (raining of te chors in 

boys’ jiriinary schools. 

(11) Construction of buildings for training schools for primary 

teachers. 

All theB(; items make uji 9 lakhs of rupees. It was not until Octoher 
1917 that the Government of India sanediomMl oui spending about 2^ lakhs 
only out of those 9 lakhs, a?id with n^gard to the n^st they toldn>« that those 
items formed part of larger* Hchemes whicli required tln^ sanction of the 
Secretary of State and wo wore not, tlH*roioro, allowed to spend them. So, it 
is not correct to say that having the money at our disposal we have kept it in 
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our oanh 1 k)x and not Hpent it for the [)urpoB(^ of education. We have gol a 
j)romiH(i of 9 lakliH, and w(* are allowe.d to spend laklis ; vvitli regard to tin* 
reniain<ier, we are told that w(^ must wait for tlui sanction oT the Secretary of 
Slate for larger schernes. d'hat dispos(*s of the. lakhs, out of the 17 lakhs 
which was suppossd not to have Ikhui spent. 

Then th(*re is another sum of Rs. H,o5,0 )(), whi(di also apj)ears, as the 
llon’hh^ Dr. Sarhadhikari has pointed out, as uns])(‘nt out of the balance for 
hostels, (^tc. A ^’ood deal of it. has Ikuoi spent and all tin; bills have not come 
in yf‘.t Jind until they conn* in w(^ cannot say how much has been spruit out ol 
it ; pnjbably, 2 lakhs will go from that. Tlu're will remain 2^ lakhs and 
that is din* to tlu^ fact tliat tiie scherm* which was expected to cost lakhs 
will cost about 12 or 12^ lakhs. Similarly, tlim-e are monies which appear in 
our Hudget as savings not b(‘(\ause we have not spent them but because they 
hav(' b(M*n spent through the Dubli(* Works Department, so that the whole of 
this 17 lakhs which wc* are charg(^d with not spending though at our dis] osal 
are not sp(‘iit either be(;ause we an* not allowinl to spc'iid tht*m or because*, they 
w(u*(^ sp(‘,iit t hrough tin? Pul)ll(* Works D(‘pai-tment., or bi^eaiise the bills for 
t he* actual expenditure havi* not ye^t come in, though t ht‘y svill conn* in later. 
ddn*refe )i'e, t he ( Ouned should i)e disabusi'd, of any iinprt'ssion t lit'y might 
bt^ undm- that, t he inon(‘y at tin* dis])asal of or in the (‘oilers of ( JovernnK‘nt 
and available for tlu^ pur[) osi* of (ulucation W(*r(^ not spent lor that ))U]*j)ost*. 

I think tln^ saline can Im* said with re^gard to the sui)})ose(l saving of 1 J 
lakhs in the nialt(‘r of sanitation ; that is not a saving at all, l)ecaus(* altliough 
it. d(H‘s not appear in our account, it apjx'ars in tin* aeu^ount. of t In^ Public 
Works Depart.iinnit., as having be(*n jnade ov<*r to tln^ Public Works Di^])art- 
inent for the constru('tion of sanitaiy works, ddunadoia*, both with regard to 
ediuaatioii and sanit.at.ion, tin*. tJovernnn*nt liave Ixhui s])ending nion* and 
mor^ ; and soiin* llon’lih^ M<*mbers hav<', 1 am glad to say, congrat ulal,(*d t ln^ 
( I oveu’u inent on the incia^ase'd (*xp(unliture on sanitation wliiedi has risi‘n from 
less than *1 lakhs t.o llj lakhs in tin* pn^se'iit Pudget. 

These', 1 think, are* the* gcne'ral comi>laints whi(*h were made' with 
re'garel U) mat te'rs e)f educ^atiein ainl sanitatieai. and I now propose' te) eh*al wit h 
the sjH'citie* e'omi'laints e>r rcce)mmendations whiedi have* be‘en made, by 
inelividual membe*rs in tin*, matti'r of education. 

The' Ilon’lile*. Rai Mahe'inlra (diandra Mitra Pahadur charge's us with 
not having conn* to tin* rt'scui' or succeiur eel the* Mahakali P?il.hsala in 
(\alcutta, which he' says, is likc'ly to be* financially ruine*d lor want of sue h 
lu'lp. I think the; cdiargc is unfounded. Mr. Hornell, on the last eice-asion, 
]>re)mis(Hl that, if the Mahakali Pat-hsala authoritie*s we>uld apjdy to the 
(ie)vi'rnine'nt for such ln*.lp as tln\y wanted in the*, matteu* eif their buileling 
fuinl eir anything e*lse, that wemld receive the c.e)nsiele*ration e)f ( je'Ve’rnnu'iit. ; 
anel Chaincil knows that that meant, that the Mahakali Pathsala would Inave' 
t.o satisfy the; Kdiicuitiein De partment that the*y had complied with the rules 
which wen e m.'ide by that De'part me'iit fen* the* purpeise e)f making grants-in- 
aid to schoeds. Tlii'y would have to show (au’tain aineiunt ol e'thciency ; am I 
tln\v wemld have te) satisfy the; Educatiein Department in every way as to 
the ne*ce*ssity fe)r the mone\v. Tlu'y in*vu*r applied, yire'suinably , bemause they 
<lid ne)t e*xpect te) be; able to satisfy the* authe)ritie*s as regarels (dthen* the 
e'tticicncy e)r the lU'cessity. I vtuiture* to think that on t hese* lacts I In^ 
(aiuncil will se'e; that the; Gov(*rnnient have not. unduly withheld h(*lp from 
a eloserving institutie)n for female education. • 

The ITon’ble Raja llrishikesh Laha has recommenele*d for assistance 
the Polytechnic Institution, over which t'aptain Petavel presides anel which 
is assisted hy the Hon’ble Maharaja of Cossimbazar. With r(*gard to that 
also, 1 may say that the mattor is under consideration of the Director of 
Public Instruction ; and provided he is satisfied as te) the necessity and the 
efficiency of the school, I have no doubt that the aid will be forthcoming. 
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The Oliittagoiiiyf Colle^o aiul llostrl havt^ ineiit.ioiKMl l»y tlio 

Hon’hlf^ Khan Sahih Anian Ali. As regards that, 1 may state that, se far ns 
tlie college authorities are eoncerne<l. !her(» has not Imhmi, to niy k nowhul^^t' 
any a]>f)lication for any increased ^rrants ; hut tht' l)in‘t*t(»r of Tuhlie Instrut- 
tion hopt‘S personally to visit the Chit tapronjr ( t o fiml i.ut what 
is neetissary. And tln‘ lloiThh' Menduo* may ht‘ sun^ that il it is found 
necu'ssary to incrt‘as(‘ the colh^^e or ln»st.el aet'ommmlat ion, steps will l«e 
taki*n to sup]>ly the want. 

Th(i llon’hle I5ahu Surendra Nath Kay has mtuitioiuHl that with 
rt'^anl to t lu^ Sibpiir Cvolh'^^e there is a Want of ae(*ommodat.ion which 
prevents stiid(‘nts aj)i)lyin^y for admission from j^ett in^ admit tam-t*. W ell as 
n^g’ards t hat, I havt* inadi' tmrjuiries, siiKH‘ : hy his eoui tesy, I pt)t a i‘npy of Ids 
S])eech, from t lu^ Princij lal ; and 1 llnd that I hou^jfh there havt» Ikmui luoia* 
applie.atits than admissions, t.lu're has lM‘(*n no rejection so far on the ground 
of want, of a<‘Oomnio lation, and it, is only on tin* ground of iitness tliat 
st.mhuits have been ri‘j(‘(‘ted. J can assure the llon’bI(‘ Abonbt'r. howt‘ver, 
that il, in lacd, then* js siudi a demand for (*n^*meenn|^ tulm^alion ami the 
ac(H)mm(Klatinii in tin' Sibpii i* (‘olh'^t* is not suHieit'nt to takr in all thesr 
stinbmts, steps will be tak(^‘n as early as possibh* to ]'i*nn‘dy such defect. 

With rt'^ard to t-he Ilon’ble Maulvi Abui Kasem’s rtujut'st ft^r the 
]»ropos(‘d Hurdvvan School, 1 am sorry he did not send in any in foiinat-ion to 
iiH' wit h ri'^ai'd to t liis matter, or I shouhl hav<‘ math* mninirit's. Nt‘ither 
Mr. Wordsworth, tin* l)ii-ector <d Ihtblic Instruction, nor I havt* bt*t‘n able t(» 
find oul anyt hing about tin' piopost'd s(*ho()l, but 1 shall certainly look into 
this and st‘e if anylhintr can be dont* in the rnatttu-. 

Now I conn*, to lilt' Ilon’bh* Kai Ihadha (hiaran Kal’s criticisms 
wjt h regal'd to various mattt rs. Taking tin* Hast ings House Si*hool, 

I may t.t'll tin* lloiThh* Member that tin* wln>lc tjiiestion of tin* 
organisation of tin* Hastings Iloust* S(*hool is uinh'i* con sidi'rat ion . 
The objt'ct never was. so far as that scin'ol was (!oin*t*rned , that it should 
Ih* niei(*ly a sclns)! for tin* sons of Wcallh\’ citizens. No doubt, the lees 
aia* hi^h. but if you want a jiart icular kind of (‘ducation ami a ) art,i(*ular 
kiml of a(*com iiK '(hat ion ^ you hav(* |^ot to pay lor them, d hat, a^ain, 
IS a matter whicli Inas to Im* considered with reler(*nee to tin* necessity 
of tin* ]>eo])h‘ and how lai* the\’ are abb* to pay ler p. I ]M*rsonall>’ 
think that the f(*(' lias be(*n fixed probably’ a little t,oo hif^h and that if the 
sc hool is to b(* made much more available for the* general community, the 
fee will ha\'e to be* n‘duca*d. lint, as 1 have said, fin* whoh* matici is under 
consideration, and I trust that a s<*heme will In* c'volved wlii -h will make 
the s(*hool veiy much more uselul. I may tell the lion ble Memb(*r that, 
so far from its beinp,' tin* int(‘nt,ion that the poor should ]>ay for the rich, 
I In' ]»romoters of that school propose<l that they should miarantct* tin* 
expenses of tin* school — the wdioh* of it if necessary — judvided the control 
of tin* school was mad<* ov(‘r totlieni. but the (;ov(*rnment did not a^ree to 
such a proj)osal. ddn*re is not, lik(*ly to In* any such loss, as my Ir ieinl 
jirobably apj>r(‘h(*nds, b'cause the number ol stuth*nts at Hastings House 
School now is certainly in»t much less than the scdiool (ian ae(n>minoda te ; 
tln*re is only accomnn nlation for 4tt lioys and then* is about that number in 
the school. 


ddiere arc two other matt,ers which tin' Hon’bh* K.'ii Radha (diaran 
Pal Ihahadur nn*ntions : Jirslh/,, the (pnstion ol primary H<!hools in Pabuilta ; 
and secoftdlg,, f>crhaps it is not germane to this jiarticular [>oint, the (lUt'stion 
of tht* inclusion of Howrah in the operations of tin; Improvement I rust. 


As regards the question of primary education in Calcutta. 1 think the 
Ilon'hle Memher probably forg<»t for the moment as U) ln»vv the matter stands. 
The Calcutta Corporation, when asked as to what tln*y wert' prepare<l to do 
to promote the educational organisation of Calcutta, said that they could 
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not take tlin njHpouHibility for tln^ provision and maintenance of schools ; but 
they would (ronsider tlu; ])ossibility of imdcrtakiiig a larger expenditure 
than tlu^y now incurred if thtu'e was a ])ro[)er sduune made out for Calcutta 
hcIiooIk. For that purpose, Mr. l)t^ first, afturwanls Mr. Koy ami lastly Mr. 
Dunn werc^ put <>n de])utation and it is only t wo days ago that Mr. Dunn’s 
final i ei)ort r(*aclied the hands of tin* Director of Public Instruction suggest- 
ing what tiie (Hlu(;al.ional mnsds of the diffen*nt parts of Calcutta are and 
how tln‘y can be met. Now, it is from tin? natures of things impos8il>le that 
(lovernment can deal with that report or have any communication with tlie 
(h)rporation of Calcutta within the short tinn^ tdiat has elapsed sinct*, the 
report has lanui in our liands — if was not possible to do anything within these 
two days. Put, as soon as jiossibh*, that re})ort will Ini dealt wit4i and the 
mattcir will lx* dis(;ussed with the Corporation of Calcutta; and 1 trust 
that before long wt* shall bi^ able to giv(' elVreO, at any ratt% to some portions 
of this r(i})ort whi(;h (iertainly «lisclos(‘s a vt^ry undtisirable state of things 
in (Calcutta. 


Taking the oiluii* (iriticism about the (^ilcutta Improvement Trust 
taking up Howrah, h(U*e again ]>robably tlu' llon’bh* M(‘mbtu* is not, awan^ of 
all that- has [)ass(Hl bc‘t.we(‘n tlni ( iovei*nin(*nt on t h(‘ oiui hand an I tlui Munici- 
pality of llowndi and the Improvanmuit 4’riist on tin* ot her, ddie llon’ble 
Memb(‘r suggtists that, tlni lm[>rov(‘ment Trust should not tak(* in hand the 
im])rovem(‘nt of Howrah. Thii Howrah Municipality, on tln‘ othcii* hand 
suggests tliat th(^ (Jal(‘Utta Improviunent 4'nist shoidd do so. In considering 
this matt(ir tlni (lovernnuint was a 1 viscid that as tin* law stocnl th * (Calcutta 
I mprovciinciut Trust ciouhl not take' up the mal tm- in liand without an anu rid- 
mt*nt of thci law ; and before* undertaking any higislat ion for t hat pur])ose tin* 
( lovcirnmc'iit askcid not vc'ry long ago thci I iiiprovenu'n I. Trust to iidorm t hi‘m 
as to whetln*r they would be prej)ar(id to take nj) tie* Woi-k of im]>rovc*n)ent in 
Howrah if thci law was anicmdc‘d ami as to what i)r()vision, finaiuiial o. other- 
wisci. should be* made for t hat purpose*. All thc‘se arc* inat,lc*i*s whicih liax e been 
act ivcily (Uigaging t In* at tc'ution of ( lovc'rnnx'iit *aml arc* at t in* ])resc*nt moimmt 
t hci sub jciet matt,c*r of ciorrcispomlcuicc* bc‘t W(*(*n thc*m and the I mi)rovc*m«*nt. 
dhiist. ’Thcireforci, tlnu'e is no rciason t,o t,hink that wc' have not l)cx‘n vigilant 
in t his niattc'r. ’rin* Hon’ble Meinbc*r askc‘cl foi* soim* olh(*r infoianat ion ami 
hci scic*ms to bci unclc‘r the imprc'Ssion t hat thougli wc* have promisc'd to take* 
action in this niattc‘r nothing has bci<*n done*, nanndy, wilh rcigard to the* 
appoint inc'iit of lic^alt h onic*(*rs and vsanitarv ollicc'rs in muiiicipalitic*s in and 
aroun 1 (Calcutta and c‘ls(‘\vh(*i’ci. I thiidv if tin* Hon’l>le Membc*r will liKik at 
t he not ification of t In* 1 Ith Fc*bruary 191(), In* will tiiid that in cixcircilse of t he* 
powers eoiifc'rrcxl umlc*r sc*ction of the* I>c*ngal Municipal Act tdn* 

(Jovtirnor in Council has lix(*cl the* class and nuinbcn* of the* sanitary olliccirs to 
be* a])]x intc‘d for each of the ])rincipal niunicij)alitic*s mentiom*d in tin* notifica- 
tion wlii(!h iiududc's Maniktala, Phatpara. ( \>ssi])ore-fdiit-juir, South Suburban, 
Paranagore and so on, in and around (hdcutta. So action has been taken 
and health otheers have* bec'ii ap])ointed by t.hc*sc^ municipalities in these 
])lacc*s. If thc^y have* not appointed thc*m. the* fault cc*rtainly d(H*s nor lie 
with (Cweinment. 1 would like to draw the attc*nti()n of the* (xmncil to the 
report of the Municipal De[)artment foi 1915-16, paragra])h vvht*rc^ it is 
pointed out : — • 

Tlic‘re ar * sigiiH of ii tendency to avoid appointin*' the staff pending the* recedpt c>f 
grants -in-aid troin Gov(*rnnunit. Municipalitie.s must recognise that they are now under 
a legal obligation to a])]>oint these officers irrespective of Iht* receipt ot assistance from 
Govern ment and that this constitiitc*s a necessary charge on municipal finanoc^s. Abbib- 
tance from Government towards the pay of sanitary inspectors can only be exjiectecl 
when a municipality l as shown both its readiness to make the apj»ointraent and its 
inability to meet the charge notwithstanding a reasonable incidence of taxation without 
prejudice to the ^tlicieiicy of other departments (»f the municipal ailministration. ^ 

The question of technical education is also raised by the Hon’Ble 
Member. I would remind him of the debate in Council the other day on a 
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resolution that was moved hy the llon’bh^ Sir Kajtmdra Mukerji where a 
scheme for the education of mechanical enpfineers was ilealt with, 'riimv is 
only a portion of a vt*ry mucli lar^^er sclunne. and that as wi‘ll as othm* 
schemes for the j urpose of advancing technical ('ducat ion in Hent^al, are now 
under consideration. Naturally we hav(^ ^ot to wait for any mnv scht'int's foi 
the reports both of the University Commission and t lie Industrial Commission 
that are now in progress. Ilon’ble Mmnbers will also rt^memlur with 
reference to the remark of the Hon’bh' Dr. Nilratan Sircar tliat thouirlitlu' 
allotment for vocational t'ducation is coinparati vi‘ly small — a litth' over 
4 lakhs, having regard to the fact that bcdon' w»‘ can have viK-ational (Mlinta- 
tion, we must Jiavt* either primary or st'condary (‘ducation, or probably both, 
and it is only a limitiul sum that we havi' at our disposal wv are unal*b' in 
spend more than we do, but the amount is incrt'asing, and 1 hop(‘ that when 
we have got proper schenu's. money will Ix' found for advani'ing such 
s(*heme8 as will bt^ feasibh'. 

There is om; other matter that 1 may n'fer t<» in this con!H‘(‘tion, and 
t-hat IS Dr. Subrawardy s comjilaint that tlu'ia* is no j>rovision for ti'aeliing 
Arabic and iVrsian for the I nternuxliatt* and Ibaelndor of A rts Kxaininat ions 
in Governiiumt collegt'S. No doubt, that is cornxd, to a (au-tain (‘Xt i‘n t, but 
our t^xperi(mc(‘ with n‘gard to that is sonu what unhappy. Undm* ])reHsure 
from the Muhammadan community, classics for ti'acdiing thosi* languagi's worn 
ojiened at the Krishnagar Ch)lb‘g(‘ and alliliati(ui was obtained from tin' 
University for that colh'ge. 4dn‘ result has Ixh h sonn'what disap[)oint ing, 
lu'caiiso then' has Ixx'ii one stiuh'iit so far and tin* cost jier month for that 
one student is Hs. 125 a month ; so that it does not apjiear that tlnuc is any 
vt‘ry great (hunand tliat has got to lx* met, and my frimni’s ap; rehension that 
studiuits haA’(' to takf‘ uj) Pali and Sanskrit I )i‘<‘aus(‘ of l.h(‘ want (»f provision for 
Arabic and Persian ti'aching st'tuns sonnovhat (xmtrary lofaets. d'he Hon’bh‘ 
l)r. Sarbadhikari nuninds nu' that tin Univ(u*si»y has classes for 1 nl ernn‘d iatc* 
and liaclndor of Arts l\*rsian but- J think tin* Ilon’ble Dr. Suhrawanly 
mentioned that point and what he said was that tin* stud<*nt-s could not 
atbord to mec't tin' a<lditional fees. Anyhow, I hopt' and trust- that so long as 
])rovision cannot lx* made in Governnn'iit- collegt's, provision at any rate 
might be mad(' for giving facilitit'S to Muhammadan slinhuits in joining tln'se 
classes at tin' University and I have no doubt that if repri'sentations are 
mad(' to my friend the Dire(;tf)r of Public Instruction for that piirjiose and if 
on enquiry he is satisfied that there is a gtuiuiin* ne(Hl, h(' will do ail he (!an 
towards satisf^ung the community in that mat ten*. 

My Lord. 1 think 1 have met the specific requests or rci'omnnunlations, 
as )»(^8t as 1 could. If I have' omitted any jM»ints I ean assure Ilon’ble 
Members that tln*y shall b(' noted and k('pt in view and that vvln*n the oc(ja- 
sion arises during thc' next year we shall (‘inb*avour to giv(‘ effcict to such of 
them as can possildy be given (‘fleet to. 

There is om* other remark which I should lik(' to mak(‘ thougji it nially 
('omes under Sir ILuiry Wheeh'r’s p(»rtfolio, and that is that sev(*ral mendx‘rs 
have said that th(‘ debat«' to-day is mon* or less a farce. J>ut if that is so, 
and ] dare say it may be and I won’t Ci>ntradi(d them, then is it not the best 
way for the Hon’ble Memb(*rs in order to get rid of any such comicality to 
abstain from taking part in this d(d)ate. Surely it is in the hands ol Ilon’ble 
Members themselves to prevent this absurdity.” 

The Hon’ble Sik Henky Wheelkk said : — 

Sif, as the Department, of which I have th(‘ honour to be in chargfs 
more especially concerned with the general linancial inten.-sts of ttu' province., 
I may be permitted to preface my remarks with sonu' ooininentH on a lew of 
the wider aspects of the Hudget, as distinct from certain departmental points 
of detail with which I will deal later. But in thcsi* wider aspects, I do iu»t 
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propose to incluJo an answer to the mournful diatribes of some of the later 
sjKiakers amoni? the non-olHcial Meinbors, who, regardless of the changes that 
have been inadt^ in recent years, regardk^ss of the opportunities which have 
been tluireby given to them to influence the policy of Government, and 
regardh^ss of the fact, which can be demonstrated, that these debates and 
the spc'.c^ches of non-oflicial Membtirs of this Council do influence the policy 
of Government, pen-sist in regariling all those opportunities of co-operating 
in this Council with the Bengal Government as a meaningless delusion and 
a sliam. 1 do not admit tlui accuracy of the picture that on the one side we 
have the non-oflicial Meml>ers laboriously toiling and trying to bring forward 
projjosals all calculated to ac3elerate the advent of the millennium, only on 
th(^ otlu'r, to s(*(‘ them turned down without rhyme or reason by a callous 
and contemptuous Government. But, apart from the correctness or otherwise 
of that i)ictur(‘, the osHCiiice of tln^se comments is really to be found in the 
(l(‘Hiro tlial. position of this Council vis-a-vis the administration should be 
ditf(U’i nt from I hat which it is, particularly in financial matters, under t he 
(ixisting rarliamentary statutes and the rules and regulations made there- 
under. Such arguments fall within the field of discussion of largtn* constitu- 
tional issues whi(di an^ occui)ying attention (dsewhere, and which are more 
l)r()p(n*ly discussed on otluu* occasions than in connection wit h the provincial 
Budget, and 1 t h(n'efore ])ropose to confine myself to our budget as ii is and 
its consideration under our ]>rocedure as it is. 

ddu' first i)oint to which 1 would draw attention, is the ])racti(^al use of 
the pn^stmt debate. That is a matter about which tht*re are two jH‘rmissible 
])oints of view. On t he one hand, t hat it is a usedul continuanci* of an old 
tra<liti()n, and on tlu‘ other, that, under the nuxlern conditions of resolutions. 
(iu<*st ions and t lu‘ like, subjec^ts which hav(^ be(ui dedjated to-d55y could all 
have ht‘(Mi brought forward, and hav(' in many cases been brought forward, 
previously with the residt that this dt‘bate is largtdy an echo of old 
discussions, while bringing uj) again a multitude of subjc^ct.s which can only 
now bo dealt with cursorily and in the briefest outline. Tlu^si* two vi(‘ws are 
(juite arguable ( hough personally I am inclined to t he om? which would s(‘t‘ 

I h(^ d(*l)ate done away with, but that is merely my personal view, ddie 
(Council may have observed that tJn^ Government of India have n*CA‘ntly 
mad(' a diirenmcc^ in tlnur ])roci'dur<> in this n*spect, altering t lu^ date of tlu' 
geiu'ral discussion so that it should ]»rec(^di*, and not come after, the detailed 
resolut ions on t lu^ llevist^d Financial Statement. I propose to ascertain 
wliat precise changt'S have been made in the rules of the Imperial Council, 
and 1 tJiink it may possibly be of interest, in the light of thosi' changers, 
to ascertain the views of llon’ble Mtunbtu’sas to whether we too might not 
advantagi'ously modify our procedure, although there is no de^sire to mak(' 
any alterations which may not commend themselves to the majority. 

But as a substitutt; for the debate we have, it is true, the solution put 
forward by the Hon’ble Kai Radha Cliaran Bal Bahadur, that we should 
apjK>int a Standing Finance* Committee, which will peacefully and amicably 
discuss the allocation of funds throughout the year, thus rendering all subs**- 
qiieni discussions in this Council unnecessary. I fear his ideal is utopian, and 
I cannot conceive of any committee which is likely to be able to distri- 
bute our resources in a w^ay that will commend itself to all Horbble 
Members. But, apart from that, the suggestion, which is advanced in the 
guise of a minor modification in existing procedure, is really a proposal for a 
large constitutional change in the position of the Council towards the financial 
exp.enditure of Government. That being so, it falls rather within the larg»‘r 
field of discussion to wdiich I have already alluded. 

As another general point, we have the criticism of the Honhlc 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri that the Budget notes are not so clear as 
might be desired. That is an old complaint, and it has been the constant 
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policy of the Finance Ut^parinient tv) more ami mon' iiilormat ion in con 

uection with the Budget. T think Ilon’hh^ M<‘iul>erK who have had long 
oxperientHi of this Council will recognize that tlit* information now givmi is 
much fuller than what it was in oarlitn* years. If 1 rt'iiunnher rightly, We 
now give references to statistics of more forimo’ years, while w(‘ give delaileil 
schedules of new schemos, and tliis year have alsi) ]>laeed in the hands of 
Meinhers the Civil Budget Estimates, ddie memoramlum whic h aeeoiupanit‘s 
the Budget is nothing but a l>rief not,(‘, and it does not ]>iir|»ort to bt' anything 
cdse, while; it is supplementcHl by the* speechc's which art' made by dilVerent 
official Meml>cMS. But [ am quite willing to agren* that tin* form of tin* 
memorandum might be improved. The jioint attractt‘d my attc'iition during 
the course of the preparation of the' presmit lUidgt;f. Thc^ notc;s have* beeoim* 
somewhat, stereotyped, and can possibly be imprc^vcul upon, and 1 hope to 
take the matter up during the current year. 

Lastly, as a general question, I would nd’er britdiy to a very intt*rc\sting 
])oint whicli has beem raised l)y the fIon’l)h; Mr. P. (h Mitter, namely, tlic; 
distribution of the; j)rovinc*ial revi'iim; as bcU wciui the Imperial (3 ovi rnmcmt 
and tin; province itstjlf. That is a i)oint of great t hcu)rc‘t ical and pracdie.al 
iniportancc% and in tlie light of the rcniarks of the* llun’bh* Sii* \\ illiam Mt;yc‘r 
which liave bcH*n quoti;d by an llon’ble M(;mbt;r t.o-day, it will obviously vc;ry 
shortly (joiiu; into considerable prominence, I cannot (*ntin* intt> it at huigt h 
now, but. 1 must point out that the figure's give;n by tin; llon’blc Mt'inlx'r aiu* 
calculated to convey a somewhat false; impre*ssion. I gather from the* g(*neral 
outliiie;s of his argument, which he has evide*ntly taken from tin* third i>agt; ol 
the; Civil Estimates, that whereuis the* Imj)e*rial (3e>ve'rnment takers some*thing 
like' Rs. 16 crore;s out of a total re'vemue; of Rs. crore's, t he; provineual 
(Tove'rument gets only Rs, 6J crorc's approximatedv. 'rhat is not., 1 think, 
(juite; acumrato. If the; llon’ble Mennbe;r will look at. the* figures again In^ will 
se*e that under Impc^rial we; find such lar^^e' he;ads as Opium, ii crore*s, Salt, 

I crore IM lakhs, (Customs, m;arly () crore;s, Inte*re;st, 11 J lakhs, and Recieipt.s 
in aid of Supe'rannuation, ap})roxiniate;ly ij lakhs ; the*s(; iteuns cann(»t lairly 
b(* classed as solely provincial re* venue. Opium is obvdously not. so ; mnedi ol 
the; salt that comes through the peirt of (yalcutta go(‘K to Bihar and ( )risKa 
amJ Assam, and obviously many arti(;le;s on which custe)ms eliities aie* paid are*. 
inte;nded for places throughout Northe*rn India. 1 would like; to fee*! that the* 
(jonteuitie)!! was correct, as it woulel give* us a chance; of asking for mor(* in 
any fresh financial H(;ttle^ment , hut I am afraiel it is not Sf). I le*e*l hound to 
warn the* C.N)urieil that it is not jerobable; that in any difleTemtiat ion bet we e'ii 
Imjx'rial and Provincial finance* we shall be; able to lay liand.*^ iij)e)n some* 
eache of rev(*nue which sc) far the* Gov(*rnme*nt of Inelia have be;e*n inij)i ojx’t ly 
e njoying, whereas it should have* b(;e*n re*taiiieel by flu* proviiu*e*. Nedthe r is 
it likely to be the case tliat we shall find that, in cennparison vvit h e)t he*r 
])rovinces in the matter of contrifuitions te; the; f3ove;rnment ol Inelia, l>e*ngal 
lias he;en unfairly treated. I think it is more* like*ly to be; found that othe r 
])roviiioes attack us as coming under the meist favoured proviiieual clause. 

Se) much for general points, ami cejuiing to de;partme3ntal (le*lailH 1 would 
touch first on that department which among my e)wn particmlar white; man s 
burden,” is me^st exposed to attack, I refe»rto the police*. We have* he;aret agam 
te>-*day in familiar accents of the co!e)SHal and extravagant heights to vvhich 
ex{X5iiditure on the jxilice is mounting with leaps and bounds, and 
inference is loft to be drawn tliat we are wantonly squandering upon an elieU; 
department vast sums of money apparently witii no b(;tter object than the; 
troubling of tiie people. Some Hon’ble* Members have* grown almost lyrical 
about tlic magnificent treatment which is accorded to tin* police in the matter 
of motor launches, motor cars, palatial buildings and what not ; but I would 
point out that motor launches are merely a reasonable incident attaching to 
the geographical circumstances of the province, the use of which really means 
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a saving of oHicers’ time and allows of stricaer supervision than in older daytw 
wIkui offieers toured in )[:^rcen boats, slowly fightin^if against the tide. Motor 
ears ar(‘. ordinary facilities/ particularly in larger cities, addivg to the efficionej^^ 
of administration. While as for the palatial buildings of which a picture has 
lK‘en drawn, I am afraid it would scarcely b(' admitted by those who have a 
wider experience of the uncomfortable hovels in which’ so many of our police 
are housed. 

As regards j)articular items which have been attacked in the Police 
budget, I liave giv(;n answers in detail on a previous occasion, and I do not 
propose* to suppleiiKUit those, nunarks. On the general quf'srion I will again 
say that it, turns on two main considerations. In tin* first, place, we arc* 
making up in t he* matter of police; much let^way. Secondly, in connection 
with a large labour force*, which practically the police; is, the nuxlern increase 
in t he* cost of living, which entails the giving of higlicr wnges, is bound I c> 
cm tail a heavy outlay. Where so many men are emj)loyed as is the case in the 
police, any small addition — even the addition of a single ru])ee to constables’ 
pay — involves a very large, total, and it is larg(‘ly to this fact tliat tlie 
incrc;as(; in the Police Budg(*t is due. I liave ])n'viously endeavoured 
to point out that tin* Budgets of otlK;r departments exhibit the same* 
h'ature of rising expenditure, and it is inconsistent constantly to attack 

t he Police l)(*partm(;nt for misdemeanors and simultamously to criticise tin* 
c*xp(*nditur(‘ by vvhicdi it is sought to effecl improvements in the force*. 

1 should say that three main things are especially mct ssary in the j)olice. 
W(; recpiin; to attract a better t,y| v of inc*n, and that is dc'jx'ndent, on the olVei- 
of better prospects and the according of better tr(;atm(*nt in the mattcu- of 
housing and the incidents of living. Secondly, bc;tt,er supervision is Tn‘iuled, 
and this is closely conneettul with the provision of motor cars and motor 
launches which has benm alluded to as a dcdeci , while* t hirdly the* police* should 
be; given a fair chance, and I am se*e*ptical whe'ther in the* atine>Kphere‘ e)f 
attack and, fre;quently, calumny in which the^ police; live, move anel have* 
their be;ing, t,h(*y are having that fair chan(;e upon whie‘h the* ge;t ting of 

goexl Work out of any human being so larg<*ly eh*])e'nels. 

A few incielental pednts have* beM‘,n raiseel on the* kiiielre*d subject of 

chaukielars, anel the; sugge;stion has bee’U made that the; ediaukidari collections 
shemlel be; incliieleHl in our provincial Buelge t. I diel not unele;rstand the* 
llon’ble Me'mbe;r t e) pre’sH the peunt, anel ohvioiisly it will ne)t te'iul to ine*re‘ase* 
the* e;flicion(;y towards whiedi he is aiming ; neir is the‘re any better re;ase)n 
fell* ])iitting chaukidari collections in our Bugdet than, say, fe)r including 
the; receipts freim municipal taxation. 

As rogai-els the alleged anomaly that the rural i>opulation pay for the* 
(diaukidars employed by them, while the; urban pK)[)ulation is exempt from 
all contribution torwards the p)olice e;mp>loyed within their boundaries, 1 am 
afraid the Ileui’ble Member whe) raised this peiint has resuscitated rather 
ancient history. The old municipal police charges in this province were; done 
away with in 1882, with the solo excof)tion of t hose levied in Howrah and 
certain minor contributions, anel e*ven these disappeared in 1898 by common 
agroe;ment that the arrangement was in' every w^ay incOicient and unsatis- 
factory. 

Turning to another sphere, we have had some interesting remarks on 
the matter of industrial development, and the hop<^ has been expressed U||At 
progress in this direction might now be more rapid ; that is a hope which 
wo all share, and we are only awaiting the report of the Industrial Commis- 
sion in order to make a start. Some Hon’blo Memhers have asked us the 
moaning of the provision for Rs. 1 J lakhs , in the Bugdet fer industrial 
dovolopmont. This is a lum]),provi8ion, made in anticipation of the devolojv 
ment of schemes, in which we are |5»tting help from the new Director 

of Industries, Mr. Peterson, while thff W|ir is giving a 'great sCimulns 
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to the encouragement of new industries. Prohably 1 In^ greater part of that 
sum will be spent on an experimental research tannery, fer which, 1 uinler- 
^and. a scheme is practically ready. 

The next lar^, subject, with which I am cenctuiu'd is Excise, and 
although l am afraid I cannot, possibly dt\al with it fully, yr\ rcci»gnising the 
strong feeling which is entertained in many quart m-s, and (piitt' rightly toe, on 
lh('. subject of t.emix*rance, I would like* to make one or two comm(*nts." 1 take 
the item of country spirit to which, ]>articularly, tt‘m]>erance rt formers ]>ay 
attention. In tlie first place it is not correct, that t he consumpt ion of country- 
spirit during 11)17-18 was markedlj^ gn^atc^r than that of the yc'ars ]uec(Hling ; 
in fact it was less. What regally happened was that afttu* years of fairly high 
consumption, c.^.. 1913-14, which Klu>wed a total of S23,()(>3 galhuis we had 
a sudden drop in the tliree succeeding yt*ars, running down tofilHh lhl gidlons 
in 1916-17. Last»y(*ar the figures took an upwanl t urn, but t h(‘y are si ill 
below thost* of 1914-15, and very much b('h>w t in' levt‘l of t hi* t wo yt‘ars 
preceding tliat.. The increase has b(um most mark<*d in f kilcut ta though tlnu-e 
again the figun^ for 1917-18 is practically only (Hjual t.o that, of 1915-H>. and 
apprc'ciably le^-s than that of the thret* (*arli<‘r yt‘ars ; ainl in ('ahuilla the 
(lommissioner of Excise att ribut(‘s tln^ increas(', partl}^ to t lu' high ]»r C-e of 
import. ( m 1 liquor, wliicdi may havt* led some consumers to tak»' to country- 
spirit, and partly to the prohibition of dilution. Tin* matter of dilution is 
tc'chnical, and I gat.ln*r that tln^ llon’ble l)r. Sarbadhikari ialln‘r doubts 
whetln*!* it can affect the (luestir)n. Hut the Ktr)pping of dilution does increase 
consiinq)! ion for t he simple reason t hat it pr(‘V(‘nts t he shopk(*<')>(‘r from 
clu'ating tin* customers, in so far as In* cannot 1^^110 off* a weak(*r spirit as 
strong spirit. The prev(*ntion of dilution has 1 m‘(Ui rt‘(‘ogniH(Ml by various 
authoritit‘s as a reasonable and desirable incident in E\cis(^ administration, 
and it. is only part of tin* <‘trorts that have b(^<*n math* in (’alcutta in r(‘c‘ent 
years, for instama*. by S(q)arating tin* V(*inl of count ry'S])irit and foreiirn 
lI<luor, to tight (*n uj) t hi* Excise administration and to render it mor«' efficient, 
[t was r(H‘ognised that tiu* juadiibition of dilution would inen*ase constimj)- 
lion, but it is justifi(*d both in fairm'ss to tin* consumer and by tin* 
desirability of our having an exact knowl(*dge of the circumstanci's of the 
liquor trad(' so that wa* can f)rop('rly adjust taxation. Ihit in ant i(u])al ion 
of this incn*asiHl canisumption wc* have tak(*n t wo distinct steps to c*h( ( k 
it. In the first place in all previous yi*ars lifjense-fees wa'ia* fixed 
for the y(*ar ; in 1917-18 they Wi*r(* vari(Ml month by month, so that 
if consumption in a shop increascal wa^ (rould put uj) the I icense-fe«*K 

and tln*reby intrcKluce a d(*tern*nt ; secondly, wa* have not ojdy fixed 

highei* j)ri(ajs originally, but on t wa> ocrcasions have raised the selling pi’ic(‘ and 
the duty, the net result being that a gallon 25"" U. H. is C(»sting now 14 annas 
mo7’e than it did on the 1st April 1917. Thesi* aia* all Aa*ry definite* sl(*]>s 
designed to deter an undue* increases in t in* cfuisumption of liquor, and in facU. 
it can bo shown that the incichmee of taxation j)er jirool gallon has gom* up 

considerably from Ks. 8T in 1912-13, tf) Us. ll'o in 1917-18. 1 think this 

n*sult is one which commends itsidftoall tenqH*r«ance reform<*rH. Again it 
IS contrary to fact that the ])ro])ortion of rc‘V(mu<* d<‘rived from license* l(*eH in 
Calcutta is increasing, thereby exposing us to the criticism that w'e. are juacti- 
cally encouraging sales. In 1915-16, 36*9 oi the rev'onue from ftountry spirit 
was realized in the form of licamsf^ fees ; in 1916-17 thf^ j)roj)r»rt ion roH(‘ to 40 
per cent., but in 1917-18 it had fallen fo 16 p(‘r cent. 1 can give the Ibui’bh* 
r)r. Sarbadhikari some figurc^s regarding the shop at Maniktala Street to which 
he has alluded, from which he will Hf*e that tln^ liceiisf* fee w^as Us. 2,025 a 
moiUji in 1915-16, wh€u*e<aR the ava»rage monthly license fee* fell fri Us. 697 in 
1917-18. 

The Hondde Mr. Altaf Ali seems to he equally under a misapj)r(*lienHion 
that We are increasing the number of licenses, l^xcluding wbohrsale licensees 
and licenses for liotels, restaurantH. bars, railway refreshment rooms, steamers, 
etc., but including all those in which foreign liquor can be sold retail for 
eoneumption off the premises, in Jli^l4-15 there were 97 sliops in which foreign 
liquor covld bo consumed on tjie prpxnil&eBt and 192 places at which it could be 
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puiT^hased for ooriBimiption oft the preiniBos. In 1916-17 these figiires fell to 
and 176- If we take retail shopB for the sale of country liquor we find 
that they were reduced from 1,292 in 1912-13 to 1,158 in 1916-17 ; while in 
th(5 latter year the average area per «hop was 64 square miles and the average 
population served by that shop 39,124. In the light of these statistics, 
I tljink, it can fairly be urged that we are not studding the country with grog- 
shops to the detriment of the people. 

There remain, Sir, sundry miscellaneous items on which I can only touch 
very briefly. 'J'he Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Hahadur has referred to 
the inadequacy of the pay of ministerial officers, and although we have not 
been able to do anything special as yet for them, it may interest the Council 
to know that we have submitted a proposal to the Government of India 
which is designed to give relief to subordinate servants- on Rs. 12 and 
under. 

As regaixls the matter of female medical education raised by (he llon’ble 
Dr. Nilratan Sircar, I can give him the satisfactory information that the 
or(l(‘T debarring the admittance of fcnnah^ students to the Medical College has 
been rescinded. The reason for its having been pass(ul was that the accom- 
modation available was severely strained, even in taking in a proportion of the 
male students desiring to be instructed tln^re, while the accommodation 
(!ould hav(i been materially improvi^d if the Sarnamayee Hostel could have 
l)(H3n vacated, ddie. position was (explained in detail in answer to a recent 
(piestion in which it was stated that the opinions of the outside public were 
invited ; practically no such opinions were sent in, but aftt‘r discussion with 
the new Surgeon-General, w(3 hav(3 decided to modify the order withcMt 
waiting further. 

I have notes of other points of detail raised in the course of this debate, 
but I am afraid that time is tcK) short to permit of my elaborating them. 

To rev(*rt to the general financial position I fully admit that it is some- 
what tantalising. We have large balances and we have many useful purposes 
t.o whi(di we would like to devote our money, but we are not allowed to touch 
tle3 balances. 1 am afraid that in connection with provincial financt* 1 may 
be regrirdtjd as somewliat of a donah. When I was Financial Secretary in 
1909-1912 we had no money ; now wt^ have money but we cannot spend it. I 
hope, howev^f’r, that on that account the Council will not throw mo overboaiH^], 
because it is well-known that the position is duo to circumstances ovi^r which 
we have no control. It is due, of course, to the war, and in so far as by 
e(3onomising w(3 can help the resources of India as a whole, the resulting 
inconvcuiienee and disahilities will no dcmbt he borne with the same cheerful- 
ness and fortitude as far gri^ater hardships and far greater disabilities are 
being borne by m^n in all parts of the Empire at t lie present time,” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


( Under the rules for the discussion of matters of general jmidic interest,) 

The Hon’ble Baru Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council I'ecommcnds to the Governor in Council that the Govern- 
ment Order Na 21 T. — Education, dated Darjeeling, the 23rd April, 1917, 
defining the limit of promotion ol officers in the Subordinate Educathinal 
Si^rvice, be cancelled. 



1918.] 


liasotutions. 

Balm Ktsliori Mohan (Jhaudhuri. 


601 


He said ; — 

“My Lord, tho principloR laid down by ilu‘ Ciovi'mintmt in Rosolutitm 
No. 1281, dated the 8()tli Marcli, 1897, an ref^ards jironiotion, art‘ : — 

(1) The factors deternunin^r promotion an* («) tdhcioncy ; (/>) natiin* of 

work, (r) capacity for higher n^sjionHiliility and id) stniiorily. 

(2) Holding of a higher post does not iin]>ly promotion but only 

indicates fitness. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hornell, Hiri'ctor of Public Instruction, thought, 
however, that the holder of a higher post may or may not get promotion but 
as holding of a lower post indicates unfitm^ss, so until a |H>st indicating 
fitness be held there will be no prospi^ct of promotion after a certain limit, 
l^he difficulties of the Director of Public Instruction in promoting oiliems are, 
according to him ; — 

(1) The Subordinati' Educat ional Service, as constit ut.ed at prestmt , 

consists of ht‘terogtuu‘oUH (deintmts possi^ssing diffenuit (|ualili(‘*'i- 
tions and doing diffin-mit works. 

(2) It is difficult to balanct^ the claims of diffenml otficm*s at the linn* 

of promotion. 

(H) Unless tlie terms an^ didined i^V(u*yon(‘ consi(h*rs t hat h(‘ has a 
griev^ance when lu^ is supersedetl. 


N(^ed for a definite pronounc’cmcnt about ])roinot ions is, tlnu'tdon*, keenly 
felt by the Director who, he holds, is c<»mpet(Uit to deal with imliv’iilual easi^s 
but cannot altm* tho terms of serv^ci^ wit hout, t.ln^ sanction ol t he ( J ovi*rnimml . 
'Flic Director, therefon*, suggi^sted rcimslies which hav(‘ bi^mi ace(‘pt,ed and 
embodied in the (lovernment (bnmlar ami which (b'line the prespists ef 
promotions of tlu^ various i;lass(^s of officers in tht* Subordinate l^din ritienal 
Service in tin* following wa}’ : — 

Officers eligihle for jtronioti<m U]i to (Uasses / and II. 

Lecturers (including L('ctur(M's of tln^ Oriental D(‘partment of the Sanskrit 

College). 


Demonstrators. 

Headmasters and IL^adinistn^sses of Govm’nmmit High Scimols. 

Dis-trict Deputy Inspectors (^f Schools (including the Dt^puty I iJsp(?(itoi*s 
of Schools, Calcutta). 

Suporintondents of Technical Schools and the Assistant Ilciad Mastm* of 
tho l>acca School of Engineering. 

Foremen Instructors who an* ordinarily appointed t(» Class II. 

Two senior teachers of each of tin* European ScIhkiIs who can be 
temporarily entrusted with the duties of the Hea<lmast (^r and HtjaiJinistress. 

The Librarian, Presidency College. 

Deputy Keeper, Art Section of the Indian Museum. 

Head clerks of im[)orUnl subordinate* oflices^ such as the offices of all 
Inspectors of Schools (including tin? Inspector of European ScduMils) an* I ol the 
Principals of the Presidency, Dacca and (Jivil Engineering Colleges. 

Officers eligible for promotion up to (Uass II L 

Assistant Headmasters and Assistant Headmiiitrosses of higli scIkkJs, 

Deputy Inspectors of Schools other than District Deputy Inspectors 

Schools. , ^ 
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Hoad (dork.« of tlio offices of all Trincipals of Colleges (other than those 
mentioned under Classes I and II above) and of the Principal, Calcutta 
Madrassa. 

All Assistant Teachers of European Schools otlier than those mentioned 
und(n- Classes I and If above. 

Senior English Teachers of reformed Madrassas. 

Assistant Maul vis (Arabic teachers) of Madrasnas. 

Assistant Mast(n*H of tl»e Dac^ca S(‘hool of Engiiu^ering. 

Lahoralory Assistants. 

Ti^acihers of the C ovi‘rnm(‘nt School of Art. 


(digihli* for promotion up to Class P. 

Assistant Mast(‘rs of High Sc1h)o1s. 

Ihiadmast (‘rs of Midd](‘ English Schools and Assistant Mast(M*s of 
^rechnical Schools. 

Drawing Mastto’s (other than thos(* (“m]>loyeil in the School of Art). 

Sul)-1 nsp(^ctors of Schools. 

Drill Masters. 

Pandits (teache rs of Sanskrit). 

Maulvis (tt^acduo’s ol Arabic and Persian). 

Chnks, otdn‘r than thos(^ numtioned under Classes b II and 111. 

( )ashieM*s. 

DraftsiiKii. 

Librarians of Coll(‘gt‘s otlnn* than tln^ Presidt^ncy and Da(‘ca Colleg(‘s. 


ddi(‘ rt‘m(Hlies, niy Lord, <lo not maki‘. any eonsidmat ion what.soi'Ver of 
t li(‘ (jiialifical ions, for, among Assistant Masttns, t.ht‘ri‘ ai‘t‘ M. A.’s, M. vS(‘.’s. 
IL A s and IL Sc.’s sonu^t imes wilh 15. T. or L. V. as additional (jiialiticat ions, 
'bhe r('medi(^s brand the teaedn'rs of High Sch<H)Is as a class iloing h'ss 
iinj)ortant, work and eonse(jm‘nt1y ilu^y must not rist^ above Us. 100. 

ddien, again, theiH' is another Circular of th(‘ Diia'ctor of Public Instruc- 
tion Ko. ISS^ dat ed Dth Novemb(U% 191(5, laying down t hat gradual (‘s must 
la^giii on Us. .‘15 and M. A.’s and M. S(!.’s on Us. 50. ’Dins tin* t(*a(dn*r of a 
secondary seliool must, fare ln‘twe(ui the minimum of 35 and maximum of 
100, for all assistant mastt*rs — no mattt‘r wln^ther tliey are graduate's or 
TVlastt'rs in Arts or Scienoi* — will never get the chaiu'e of becoming Assis- 
tant Ht*admasters or Headmasters. 


Tin* number of posts in the first tlin*e classes being much h*ss than the 
numla r of officers eligibh* for promotion (under tin* new circular), by the tinn* 
whim those of the inferior branch will become eligible by virtue of tlu'ir 
a])pointment to sup(*rIor posts of greater responsibility, tluua' will not 
only be no room bir tliem in the higher grades, but tliey will never have any 
chance as they will evidently have to retire earlier than those who are youngc'r 
in age. An examination of the list of offic(*rs in the Subordinate Educational 
Service corri*cted up to 1st October, 1917, will show that the numbeu* of 
officers eligible for promotion up to Classes I to 111 is 251, while in Classes J, 
II and 111 t here art* available tady 107 posts. Not less than 163 are recruited 
dirt*(^tly in classes varying from V to 11. The timt^ taken by an Assistant 
Mastt*r to rist* up to (dass V\ in favourable circumstances, is seldom less than 
1() years. Now when a vi*ry fortunate Assistant Master finds himself eligible 
for a higher post he understands perforce, to his groat dismay, that his 
eligibility is aftt‘r all a dead-sea-apple, for the fortunate juniors have not 
only monopolised all the higher grades but for want of breathing space 
thn^itmi to knock him down from and block his way to even Class V. The 
terms of service were determined by the SiK*retary of State and the Govern- 
ment of India, and require, it soems, thi3ir sanction for any alteration. 
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As head of the Education Department it ilDhecvMnes a Director of 
Public Instruction to say that the teachers of Hi|fh Seliools as a class are 
doing less important work than others inclmled in tlie lietcrogeneoiia staff. 

I think, my Lord, it is deplorable on the part of the Director and cruel 
and insulting to the teachers that in the face of a consensus of opinion and 
a definite pronouncement by the Imperial and Provincial Government s, that 
the teachers of secondary schools are an underpaid and overAorked hu Iky 
lot — that there should be a circular limiting the promotion of some of them 
simply because by accident, and not by agreement, these pt^rsons are now 
holding less important posts. It is glaring unkindness and flagrant injustice 
to give a fresh cause of irritation and disappointment to sch(X)l masters who 
are already in the worst condition — 8(X;ial, economic or otherwise — at a tune 
when the Government themselves recognize the desirability of enliancing the 
grants on Education to bring immediate relief to this suffering class of public 
servants. A Director of Public Instruction ouglit to know that the best way, 
perhaps, of improving the efficiency of the workers in a particularly important 
sphere is not to brand them as inferior or unimportant and to discouragi‘ 
them by limiting their already too meagre prospects and by damaging criti- 
cisms. Surely, my Lord, this sort of treatment dcx>s not secure devot ion to 
work in the already too-tightly bound subordinate members of the service. 

I would like to give liere a few hard cases : — 

(1) Habu Tariniprasad Muklierjeo (Class II of the Suboniinatc> Educa- 
tional Service), Assistant Head Master, Himlu School, has been superseded l)y 
Messrs. P. Chakrabarti and P. Brahmachari, wdio are junior to him by two 
years and four years, respectively. Immediately before or since the circulai 
came into effect he was not offered any Head Mastership. Now. aftio* 
years of faithful service he lias been kindly informed tliat a brand-new 
experimental circular has debarred him from promotion. 

(2) Babu Kalidas Banerjee, Assistant Master. Sanskrit (%dl(»giate 
School, after 21 years of g(X)d service has been superseded b> — 

(i) Mr, S. Bliattacharjya, junior to him by three years. 

(tV) Mr. K, N. Bhattacharjya, junior by 16 years, 

{Hi) Mr. Diindakar, junior by six years. 

(tv) Babu Debendralal Datta, junior by eight years. 

(8) Mr. Abdul Halim, Sub-Inspector of Sch(K)ls, officiating l)ej)ijty 
Jnspecti)!* of Scliools, and Babu Girija Kanta Bagchi, officiating Assistant 
Head-master, Barrackpur High School, have also been supcrsed(^d. 

Before long there will be a regular crop of similar cases, and tln^ 
Director of Pul)lic Instruction will have the serene satisfaction of seeing lus 
department detested by all self-respecting and worthy men. 

Under these circumstances, my Lord, I think the cirimlar complained ol 
should be cancelled. 

With these observations I commend this resolution to the acceptance of 
the Council. I may be permitted to add that if the Government be f)lea8ed 
to accept my proposition, the cases of the officers already su|>erH»Mlf?d under 
the circular may be kindly considered. ” 

The Hon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha said ; — 

“ My Lord, as the Government have decided to accept this resolution and 
cancel the circular of which the Hon’ble Member complains, it would perhaps 
have been sufficient if I merely stated that and nothing else. As it might 
raise false hopes and give grounds for misconception, 1 think it necessary to 

? ut before the Council the reasons why this circular is going to be withdrawn. 

•he fact is that the nature of the circular is altogether misunderstoo 1. but 
w^hether that is right or whether that is wrong, the fact remains that the 
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circular has caused and continues to cause a great deal of discontent in the 
Subordinate Educational Service as they consider that it puts a definite 
block in the way of promotion and makes tbeir position worse than it was. 
The officers of this Service unfortunately are already labouring under a sense 
of grievance because of the very small pay and the poor prospects therein. 
Ever since 1 joined this Government it has been a matter of serious and 
anxious consideration to me as to whether the circular should continue or 
not, and before we received the notice of this resolution we had decided that 
tl)e circular should be withdrawn because of ihv misapprehension whicli 
exists with regard to it and the discontent which it fosters. But I may 
explain that tiie circular does not do the injustice that the Hoirble Mover 
of the resolution considers it does. It is designed to give c^ffect to two 
fundamental princiides : — first that promotion from one class to another 
will not and cannot be determined by seniority alone ; and secondly^ 
that though t lie promotion of an officer to a post of greater responsibility 
will not neci^ssarily imply promotion to a higher class on higher pay, increase 
of responsibility will have due weight in the determination of promotions. 

“ So far as the cinuilar is based on these two principles, 1 may say at once 
that there is no intention whatsoever to depart from the principles emboditMl 
tliercun. They vvould be still applied in considt ring the quf‘stion of promotion, 
and 1 do not propose toletier thc^ discrc^tion of the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion in any way whatsoever in the matti^r of promotion, after th(‘ circular is 
withdrawn, any more than it was b(*fore‘ it was withdrawn. I also wish to 
mention that tli^ llonMile Membc^r should not be under any misapprelnmsion as 
to tliis, as he has stated that the circular has caused hardship in several cases. 
I think he is entinOy niistak(>n. If a man is supersi'ded — to us(' his own 
language — it is net m^Cessarily because of this ciixmlar ; there may bg other 
n^asons and in tlu^ cases to which he referred there are other n‘asons which 
led to the supersi^ssion such as it is ; and tln^ withdrawal of the circular will 
not therefort^ give ris(^ to any claim on th(^ part of any officer to havc^ that 
question rt‘-opened and re- considered. While withdrawing the circular for 
the reasons which I have already mentioned, 1 cannot })romise that th(‘re 
will bt‘ any departur(‘ whatSfH^ver from the two essential and fundanumtal 
principles governing promotion, viz., tiiat seniority aloiu^ shall not give any 
claim for promotion and that higher responsibility, though it does not necf^s- 
sarily mean higher pay, shall receive due consideration as a factor in deter- 
mining i)romotion.” 

The Hon’ble Kai Radha Chakan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“ I desire to associate myself with the observations that has fallen 
from my Hon’ble friend, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, and I wish to thank 
the Hon’ble Member in charge for treating the resolution in a sympathetic 
spirit. I quite agree with the Hon’ble Member that seniority alone should 
not be the only test for promotion. He has laid down another principle 
that higher responsiblity does not necessarily mean higher emoluments. 
I do not know whether tliat principle is accepted in all departments of 
Government and in all sendees, covenanted and uncovenanted. I for myself 
think that higher responsiVulity should carry some increase of salary. 1 
think that is an accepted principle in Your Excellency’s Government, and if 
that is BO I do not see any reason why that should not also be accepted in 
the Education Department and 1 do not see why seniority should be the only 
test in that Department.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

I am grateful to Government for the kindness shown in respect of 
my resolution that the Circular should be withdrawn. 1 never meant 
that seniority alone should govern promotion. Other circumstances should 
also be considered. I fully appreciate that special consideration should 
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he shown to those doing responsible work. If that circular be withdrawn 
course the departmental heads will considi'r whether there should be any 
supersession. But on this I liave no quarrel with the department. I ain 
grateful to Government for the ccuioeesion.’’ 

The resolution was tlien put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM NO. 5. 

The Hcn’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq was to liave moved tlu* folhoving 
resolution : — 

“This Council recommemls to the Governor in Cf)Unoil that a commitftH*, 
consisting of officials and non-officials, he appointed to inquin^ into tin* cases 
of alleged oppression committed l>y the Midna})ore Zamindari Company on 
cultivators in various parts of the Nadia district. ” 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, since 1 g ave n(^tice of this n^solution, I havt* Ixhui atl vised h}’ 
several of my friends, whose opinions I gi (*atly value, to ask Your Excellency’s 
permission to wtthdraw this resolution. 1 acct‘<led to their n*<jin*st, hut in 
doing so I hope 1 shall not he misunderstood. I still ad hen* to my right to 
place hefore the Council wliatevm* information 1 jiossc^ss as r(*gards the alleged 
cases of oppression committed hy the Midnapore Zamindari C^)mpany on 
their tenants in Nadia district, and I cm-tainly think that when 1 have placed 
these facts before Government riotiim^ will Ik* lost to give th(*He jx^ople rtuin^ss 
and justice. 1 also think that although 1 had amph^ materials at my disposal 
to untold hefore this Council a tale of untold misery and hanlship, 1 will not 
do it in tln^ face of the a<lvice of my fritmds and I will not take u]) Your 
Excellency’s timc^ iiny longer over this resolution. Ih^sides, Sir S. P. Sinlia 
has told us that if we look upon thest^ proceedings as absurdities, not to take 
part in them. To take part in ahsunliticis is another absurdity. I accej)t his 
advice also and I think that the best way t avoid absui'<lit3' is not to tak(^ 
part in it. Therefore, 1113^ Lord, I ask j)ermission to witlxlraw this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, 1)3^ leave of the I'resident, withdrawn. 


The President's Speech. 


The President said : — 

“Gentlemen, though I shall not be so inccmsi^lerate as, at tlie (Uid of a 
somewhat long and sultry day, to inflict a long speecdi uj:)on a Pnig-suffering 
and probably mutely-protesting Council, yet I think it is fitting that at the 
close of the session, the President should bricfl3^ rovicw the work which has 
been achieved. I tliink we may look back upon tlie past session with a sense 
of tolerable satisfaction. We havt^ placed upon the Statute Hook certain 
Bills, which, if they are not of a sensational character, are at any rate measures 
of advantage to those in whose interest the3^ have Ijcen conceived. Among 
them are the Bengal Public Demamis liecovcr3' Act, the Benj^I Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, and the Bengal Aliens Disqualification Act, while a fourth 
—the Serampore College Bill— has been passed by this (Jouncil and is now 
awaiting the sanction of the Viceroy. But in addition to these Bills, which 
have now become or are about to become Acts, we have started on their way 
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other measures ol a more ambitious character. We have given a send-oflf to 
two Bills which deal with the question of self-government in ditfereht spheres. 
The Calcutta Municipal Bill is now awaiting the comments and criticisms 
of the Corporation and of other public bodies, and I can assure the Council 
that when the views of these different bodies have been submitted^ they 
will receive from Government careful and earnest attention. The other Bill, 
lo which I refer, is the Bill for placing on a broad basis the w’hole 
system of village self-government which was introduced in a speech 
of great lucidity by the Hon'ble Sir S. P. Sinha at the commencement 
of our proceedings to-day. We shall now look forward with interest to the 
views which the public may hold with regard to that measure, and I confess 
that I shall follow its career myself with an interest and solicitude which, 
I think, I may describe as being almost of a paternal character. At any rate, 
if I cannot claim to be the actual father of the Bill, I think I may claim 
that since my arrival in Bengal, I have pJayed towards it the part of a 
foster-father. 1 had hoped that this Bill would have been able to make its 
d^but amongst you long before now. So far as the Bengal Government are 
concerned, we had completed our work upon it within four months of the 
time when 1 first assumed office, and I have sat with folded arms consumed 
with such patience as I could summon, as I watched the passage of the eight 
months which, as events have shown, have been necessary for obtaining the 
sanction of the higher authorities to its introduction. But, at any rate, the 
Bill has at last made its appearance and it is our hope that it will receive 
from the public sympathetic and favourable consideration. Constitution- 
making is at the present moment a rather fashionable pastime, but it seems 
to me that some of the architects of new constitutions in their anxiety no 
doubt to build an attractive and ornamental top) storey to their buildings 
have been a little prone to forget the necessity of laying a broad and firm 
foundation upon which to raise up their structure. The Village Self-Govern- 
ment Bill is the contribution of the Bengal Government to that most m‘cessary 
part of the edifice. For my own part I am delighted to be able to say that 
from personal experience which, from time to time, during tlie past year 
I have had of the working of union committees, even under the existing law, 
defective though that law is, I look forward with hope anil with confidence 
to seeing in this Presidency in the years that are to come, growing up a 
net-work of comparatively small self-governing units looking after their 
local needs, imposing the necessary taxation with the assent of the taxed, 
because the taxed themselves will see that the taxes which th(‘y pay are 
spent to their own interest and advantage. 

Now, those, as 1 have said, are the more ambitious measures which we 
have launched upon their way ; but I must not omit to mention three other 
Bills with which tlie Council has also concerned itself. We have had 
introduced to our notice two Bills by f)rivate Members — the Bengal Juvenile 
Smoking Bill and the Bengal Primary Education Bill. What the views of 
the public may be with regard to those proposals, we do not yet know ; but 
it is gratifying to find that private members of the Le^slative Council are 
taking a keen interest in measures of social reform of this kind, and whatever 
may be the ultimate fate of these two particular measures, 1 hope that they 
will not be discouraged in their endeavours. The only other Bill which has 
l)een introduced during the present session is, I believe, an old and rather 
familiar friend, namely, the Calcutta Hackney Carriage Bill, which is still 
struggling to find its way on to the Statute Book. So far as the Government 
are concerned, in this case also we are still waiting for the opinions of the 
public upon our proposals. But our energies have not been occupied solely 
with legislative projects. During the course of th^rpast session no less than 
60 starred and 408 unstarred questions have been asked and answered. On 
the Financial Statement, the record numler of 49 resolutions have been 
dealt with, and upon subjects of general public interest and importance, 46 
resolutions have also been disposed of in the Council. 
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May 1 just say one word with regard to the rules under whleli we work ? 
We are a young body, we have no great volume of tradition htdiind us to look 
to for guidance. We are indeed engaged ourselves in making our own 
traditions and it behoves us, therefore, to walk warily and to guard against 
creating precedents which may prove a source of embarrassment to our 
successors in the future. Some Hon*ble Members sometimes make reqiu'sts 
to me that I should stretch the rules under which we work in order to suit 
their convenience. On sev^eral occasions, for example, rt'solut ions had betm 
sent in too late for a Irnission and discussion at a meeting of t lu' Council, and 
Hon’ble Members have written to say that they knew that tlu‘y wt*re sending 
them in a little too late ; but would I make an exception in th(‘ir eas(‘ ami 
allow them to be discussed at the coming meeting. If one niakt*K an excep- 
tion in one case, one must make exceptions in all cases, and if wo have 
a rule at all, the rule must obviously be observed. Hon’ble Members vvill s(‘e 
for themselves that if we make an exception in the casc^ of one Hon’ble 
Member, it will be unfair to the other Members of the Coun(*il. It may b(*. 
of course, that some event of great publie interest and impc)rtanee may arise 
unexpectedly and it is desirable that it should be diseu8S(*d at the earliest 
possible opportunity in this Council. Under such circumstances I should 
consider it perfectly legitimate to make an exception t o that particular rule. 
But the cases to which I have referred have never had b(‘hind them tin* 
support of reasons of that kiml, and I have, gt'iierally speaking, fouml it 
necessary to refuse them. 

Then again I would give you one other exanipU*. Take tin* case of th(‘ 
rules with regard to questions. I think Hon’ble Members sometimes forget 
to read rule 5 which deals with the asking of questions ; that particular rule 
says that a question should not be of undue length and sc^condly that it 
should not contain arguments or inferences. Well, 1 have Hometim(‘s found 
fault with questions on the ground that they violated that ruh*. 1 do not 
know whether it is due to their legal talent and ability that Hon’ble Membe rs 
unconsciously drift int o argument, or if so that wc* must attribute it to th<» 
fact that there are so many eminent members of th(* l(*gal proh*Hsion on the 
Council that this rule is not always adequately obstu-ved. But for the reasf)n 
which I have already given, namely, that we art* now really creating tradihons 
which will be looked back to by our successors for guidance — for that reason 
we should be most careful in observing as strictly as possihle tlie Kules f)J 
Business which are laitl down. And wliere tht-rt* may be no s|rK^*eifie rules to 
guide us, it has been always my practice to follow, so far as possibie, the 
procedure followed in the House of Commons. Hon’ble Mi*mbcrs will no 
doubt agree that the procedure of the House of Commons is the best model 
which we can take on which to frame our own. 

Now, 1 have only a few words to say with regard to the subject matter 
of some of the resolutions. We have had resolutions rnov(*d cm many matters 
of interest and importance, resolutions on questions r>f sanitation, cjuestions 
of education, questions t)f administration generally, and I think we have had 
our fair share of resolutions on the administration of the Defence of India 
Act in^ particular. With regard to that measure. Government have been 
criticised both in this Council and outside it, and I can at least express my 
gratification that the criticism which has been directed against us within the 
walls of this Council has not shown that lack c)f restraint which I have some* 
times noticed in the criticisms wliich are directed against us from less 
responsible quarters outside. Well, I would like to T»crint out to Hem ble 
Members that it is very easy for a man who bears no burden of responsibility 
to criticise those who do and after all it is upon the Government that the 
responsibility rests and in particular the responsibility for the ^evention 
of crime. It is quite true no doubt that a moral responsibility rests 
upon all public men to do what they . can to assist the Government in 
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the prevention of criim* ; and I have not the slightest Joul)t that I 
can rely upon every Hon’ble Member of this Council to do what he can 
to bring home to the public at large that moral responsibility which 
rests upon them. Rut the actual and ultimate responsibility does and 
must rest upon the executive Government. So far as the Defence of India 
Act is concerned, we stand to-day where we have always 8to<xi. Wf exercise 
our pK>wer8 under it with one object and one object only in view, — the object, 
that is to say, of preventing crimes. When 1 was addressing the Council 
at the opening meeting of this session, I travelled widely over the ground 
and 1 do not propose on this occasion to repeat my excursion, but there are 
two points to which I would bricHy refer. We decided, as I told the Council 
on that occasion, th«at there were cases when in our judgment men who had 
l)ecn guilty of crime in a lesser degi-ee only could be released from intern- 
ment without further endangering the public peace, and I told the Council 
tliat it was the policy of Government, to quote my own words — ‘ the policy 
of Government deliberately adopted with a full knowledge of all the facts 
to release such men as could in our judgment be set free without endanger- 
ing the safety of society and the public peace.’ And 1 explained that men 
who had bi5(m guilty only in a minor degree and for whose behaviour 
security could be obtained, would, undm* those .circumstances, be set at 
liberty. We have*, not recoded from that policy ; we have continuously 
pursued it, and it may be of interest to the Hon’ble Members of this Council 
to know that up to tlui present time in pursuance of that ])olicy, wo hav(.‘ 
released in round numbers — I do not pledge myself to an absolute number 
because this process is a continuing process — since this Act came into force 
uj)wards of 225 men who have been interned under the ]>rovisions of the 
Defence of India Act or under tlie ju-ovisions of kindred measures. In 
addition to that, we have relaxed restrictions upon upwards of a hundred 
men who wen* interned away from their liomes, and have allowed them 
what is known as ‘ homo domicile’, that is to say, we liave allowed them 
to go back to their own homes subject to that small amount of surveillance 
which is necessary to see that they do not re-(mgagt* in their prt'vious 
u ml esi ra bl e act i v it- i es. 

Well, then^ is one other ]K)int in connection with our administration 
of this ineasunL It is a point to whitdi 1 referred also in tlu^ speech which 
1 made at the opening of (council at the beginning of the present session. 
I said that the Government was satisfied that such safeguards were provided 
as would reduce to a minimum tln^ possibility of error in our administration 
of this Act. But I admitted that there miglit l>e some persons who do not 
possess the knowledge which Government })osseRs and who might legitimately 
desire that there should be some additional safeguards over and above those 
which we had already provi<led, and 1 niadt? that statement in these words ; — 

If, however, it is suggested that a small Judicial Committee would be regarded a 
more satisfactory form of safeguard against possible errors on our part, we shall be 
prepared, in future, to submit our cases against all persons whom we proposed to place 
under restraint under the Defence of India Act, Ingress Ordinance, or Regulation III of 
1818, to such a Body consisting of two Judges^ for their opinion. 

Well, I am bound to say that I was rather surprised and a little disappointed 
that my offer on that occasion met with such a cold welcome. 1 looked in 
vain among the speeches of public men on the platform and in the columns 
of the Press for any expression of opinion that this would be a satisfactory 
safeguard from the point of view of the public. I can assure Hon’ble 
Members that I found very little ; on the other hand, I found a good deal of 
scorn and a good many remarks that a Committee of this sort would be worse 
than useless. That was not very encouraging. It is true that four months 
after I made the offer, an Hon’ble Member of the Imperial Legislative 
Council raised the question in that Body and elicited a similar offer to the one 
which I had made, or one which was somewhat similar, at any rate, from the 
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Government of India. Then, I find to niy aKtonishmont lliat even tluK offer 
on the part of the Goveriiineiit erf India liaB not met with any very cordial 
assent. It is true that in some cjuarters a mild t'xprt^ssion of approv’^al ns to 
be found in thi* Press ; on the Otlier hand, in other quarters the proposal, if 
I may use a homely expression, has been damui‘d with faint praise. W'hat 1 
want to submit to the Gouncil is this : that these offers on tht^ ])art. of tht' 
Bengal Government and on the part of tin* Governiiient of India W(‘rt^ made 
under the belief that they would prove acceptabh^ to public opinion. If we 
have been mistaken, if those offers art^ not acceptable to public opinion, if 
they are to be treated with scorn, if wt* art* to bt* tohl tlial aJutiicial 
Committee of this kind will be worst* than UHeless — as we have bemi told on 
more occasions than one — then 1 say that tln^ whole point of making these 
offers at once disappears. If the j)ubli(^ do not wisli tlu^se additional 
safeguards which have been )M*opost‘d then u|)on the head of l lut public the 
responsibility must lie, if they do n()t r(*c<*ive them. It may be tlial. pul)lic 
opinion has not had full timt^ sinct* the recent speech of the HonK> M(*mb('r to 
exfin^ss itself. Hut to be quite frank with tln^ Hon’ble Mt‘mbt*rs of this 
( .ouncil I must confess that a go(Kl deal of tln^ opinion vvhic‘h has so fai* bi^en 
expressed by public men on this oH‘er, lias not been of a charact.(*r vvhic‘h leads 
me to suppose that, if tin* oti\>r is ])ut into forct*, it will j)rove iicc*('i>tabh' t(> 
them. Jt remains for the public* th(*mKc*l v(*s to mak(> it ch'ar onc' way or 1 Ik' 
other vvh(‘ther they desire* a machimM*y of this kind or whetht*r they do not. 

I b(*gan my remarks by saying that I would not bt* so inconHidt‘rat(* as to 
inflict upon tlu* Council a long spt‘eeh ; but 1 am afraid that. 1 have alrc^ady 
rather transgressed the limits which I intemhul l o imp<»se upon mysidf. In 
bidding the Meunbers of this (\nincil an oHi(*ial farewt*!! until oui* iU‘Xt 
meeting, I would once morc^ congratulate* them on the' ust*ful work which this 
(kmncil has achiev(*d during tin* ]>ast sc'ssion. I would commend to th(*ir 
careful and sympathetic consid(*ration thos(' pro]»oHals which tlu^ (iovcu’nnnmt 
of Bengal have* now suluiiitted to them ; in the first jilace, in conn(*(‘l ion with 
the Calcutta Municipal Ihll and, S(*c^ondlv, in connt^ction with tin* Village 
Self-Government Bill. T hopt^ it may be found possible without any undue 
delay — wo have no desire wliatsoc'ver to curtail the time which may be 
thought necessary to give adequate consi<h ral ion 1 o th(*s{‘ measures lor us 
to ol)t.ain the considi*red o) unions of t he Hon hh* MemlK‘rs of this Council and 
of the public generally uj)on our proposals. 

The Council now stands adjourru*d sinf^ die.'' 


ADJOURNMENT. 


The Council was then adjourn(‘d sine die. 

A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Secy, to the (J-ovl. oj Bengal and 
Secij. to the Bengal Legislative Council {t)ffg.). 


Calcutta, 

The 20th Aprils 191S. 
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( Referred to In the answer to Question No. 1.) 

Statement regardinff gazetted officers in Bengal districts. 
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8 

3 


, 


I.OOn 

0 

0 

3.000 

0 

0 

1 

1.900 

0 

0 

1.900 0 

0 

One RoTtfiiue Depart mci 
























appointment ou a aalurr i 
Hs. 400 a month abollBheO 

Klduapoi t* ... 

1« 

13.833 

9 

4 

6 

3 

8 

8 .490 

0 

0 

1.190 

0 

0 

9.600 

0 

0 

8 

3.930 

0 

0 

11.980 0 

0 

Two Uepeaue Departmei 
appointment ou a salary i 
li*. i.466*t0>8 a mout 
abolished 

Booghty 

tt 

0.338 

6 

4 

9 

9 

10 

7,883 

9 

4 

9.333 

9 

4 

10,766 

10 

8 

3 

1 3,919 

0 

0 

9.898 9 

4 

Ono appointment in the I'olu 
























Depirtment was Taositt i 
Jiuuary. 1918. and ono offlr. 
in die Medical Deiwirtmrti 
lield dual appointments. 

Howrali 

11 

H.346 

10 

8 

8 

1 

9 

7,960 

Q 

0 

890 

0 

0 

8.800 

0 

0 

3 

1,050 

0 

0 

9.000 0 

0 

Ai' appointment in the I'ulU 
Department trausferrixi t 
RiUar aud Otlsss. 

Oaloutta 

11 

13.746 

to 

8 

» 

1 

6 

7.»e6 

10 

8 

950 

0 

0 

8,816 

10 

8 


7.779 

0 

0 

19,640 10 

8 

t4*PargttUari 

19 

13,886 

10 

8 

13 

4 

16 

19,006 

10 

8 

8.300 

0 

0 

17,696 

10 

8 

4 

1,470 

0 

0 

17.876 10 

8 

Thrae appointmims. rii . oa< r 
Oantoument Magtstrstei 

Barrackporr and Dum-Dua 
one under the Exoise liepsr 
mrnt and another of temtmrar 
Additional District and .Sessioi 
Judge, Ob a total s«lar) 

Hh 3,390 a month, atx)luhed 

Nadia 

s 

1.0<^0 

0 

0 

t 

8 

4 

900 

0 

0 

9.090 

0 

0 

9,990 

0 

0 

1 

390 

0 

« i 

1.190 0 

0 

Munthldal)ad 

7 ' 

1 

7.379 

0 

0 

4 

... 

4 

3.979 

0 

0 




8,979 

0 

0 

3 

1.883 

9 

4 < 

) 

9.89H 9 

4 

One anpolntmetit in the Rduci 
Uou Department ou a salary j 



1 





















Rs. 490 a mouth abolished 

Jcaaori' 

6 

1 6,946 

0 

0 

3 


9 

9,800 

0 

0 

1,683 

9 

4 

6,981 

9 

4 

3 

69 > 

0 

0 1 

9.990 0 

0 


Kimlna 

1 

3.169 

0 

0 ; 

3 

8 

4 

1.639 

0 

0 

1 4.890 

0 

0 

9.889 

0 

0 

.. 





1,689 0 

0 

One apiwintment in the 
























I Duc Pepirtment on a isUr' 

1 of R4. 430 a month abolulird. 

Dita.'.a 

44 

8H.400 

0 

0 

37 

3 

30 

38,964 

8 

4 

1.480 

0 

0 

80,444 

3 

4 j 

14 

5.809 

0 

0 ! 

S4.76W 9 

4 

Three appolntnaents in ttr 
Rrreuue Department on n wi» 





1 










1 


1 







salary of Ils t.OOO » luontii 

1 sbjlished 

U jHiieadimli 


17.993 

9 

« 1 

1 

6 


6 

8,166 

10 

8 




1 H,166 

10 

’1 

1 

li 

4,811 

9 

4 

13,980 U 

0 

j Fire appolntmonU in the Krte 
nue Department on a tf»t*i 
salary uf Its. 4 , 3 . 6 - 10 ^ * 
month aboUahed. 



Furidpur ... 

7 

6,380 

0 


4 

... 

4 

4.690 

c 

0 




4.890 

0 

0 1 

2 

996 

10 

8 

9.806 10 

8 

One appointment in the Rcvenix 




0 j 












1 







Department on a snUrs 

Rs. 900 a month aboUshe,! 


Bakurgauj ... 

11 

10.090 

0 

0 1 

4 

1 

9 

9.690 

0 

0 

1.900 

0 

0 

7,190 

0 

0 

7 

3.730 

0 

0 

9.370 0 

0 


Ohlttagong ... 

16 

16.439 

0 

1 

0 1 

8 

... 

8 

9,948 

6 

4 




9.948 

9 

4 

7 

9,116 10 

6 i 

19.069 0 

0 


Tippo' a 

10 

9.466 

10 

8 ! 

) 

9 

1 

6 

6.800 

0 


1.333 

9 

4 

H.OSS 

9 

4 

9 

1 460 

0 

"1 

9.390 0 

0 : 


KoakI all .. 


4,800 

0 

1 

1 

'*• 

1 

1.800 

0 

0 1 




1,800 

0 

U 

3 

1.690 

0 

0 1 

3.490 0 

0 


Rajahalii 

13 

11,600 

0 

0 1 

7 

1 

8 

7,890 

0 

0 ] 

490 

0 

0 

9.690 

0 

0 

9 

3,690 

0 

® 1 

10.000 0 

0 

One appoinimrnt in the Krrsow 







I 




I 






1 

1 



Department on a salar% o- 
Ka. 900 a month abottsb«Hl 





Dinajpur 

« 

7.979 

0 

0 1 

3 

1 

4 1 

9.490 

0 

0 i 

1 

700 

0 

0 

6. 190 

0 

0 

3 

1.930 

0 

0 I 

6.940 0 

0 


Raospur 

9 

1.900 

0 

0 j 

3 

f 

^ J 

I. too 

0 

0 { 

1.300 

0 

0 

3,100 

0 

0 

... 



1 

1,900 0 



Jalpaigtiri .. 

17 

16.683 

9 

4 

7 

1 

6 

9,140 

0 

0 : 

TOO 

0 

0 

9.840 

0 

0 i 

6 

3.094 

0 

0 ! 

11.194 C 

I 

Three a^ipoiolmetits in ^ 






1 



j 












0 1 

Berenue Depe' Isssut and ou^ 
the Publlo Works Depart!^ 

1 




















j 



1 on a (4»tel aaUry of Rs * 

month sboUshed. 

Hekla 

1 

700 

0 


1 

1 

3 ! 

900 

0 

0 

1,900 

0 

0 

3,400 

0 

0 

... 



1 

1 

900 0 

0 


Bogra 

[ 1 

900 

0 

0 ! 

1 1 


1 

. 1.000 

0 

o' 




1.000 

0 

0 

... 



1 

1,060 0 

0 


Pabiie 

* 

3.890 

0 

0 

3 1 

1 

3 

1 

! 1.466 

i 

10 

8 

900 

0 

0 

1,966 

10 

a 

1 

1,300 

0 

0 i 

1.646 10 

6 


Der^Uug ... 


13.090 

0 

0 

It < 

3 

19 

10,946 

10 

8 

1 

1,416 : 

10 

8 

11.963 

9 

4 

3 

1 300 

0 

0 1 

1 

11 796 10 

8 

Two appolotmeom, ooe i<> ^ 
Publio Worta Depertrortjt 

anotliar Is the **^"*!S 
INpsrtmsnt, on s total 
of^ 660 s mimth, abolish** 

1 






1 

1 




i 










I 

- 


Total 

t«7 ! 

( 

3^96 879 

9 

4 

t 

141 

41 

183 

1.88,819 14 

0 

tt,7l8 

8 

4 

f,Q8,8t» 

3 

7l 

1 

96 


6 

6 : 

! 

I.16.7IM 14 

• 
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APPENDIX B. 


(Referred to In tho answor to Question No. X.) 

Nos 1601 — 1612A., dated Calcutta, the 3nl March lOOo. 

From — K. W. Oaulyle, Fsq., C.I.E.. Chief Secretary to the 

Govi iiiment of Bengal. 

To — The Commissioner of 

It appears to tlie Lietitenant-Governoi*, from the perusal of a hir^^i* numher 
of Confidential licports, they are fre(jutMiily useless, or at all t‘\n‘nts not 
nearly as useful as they mi/^ht \n\ on account of the va^me language in \vhi(*h 
they are couched. 


2. There is not much liarm in sayin^^ that an ollicer is “^ood/' hecause 
it may be taken to mean that a rei)ortin^ ollicer has really uo criticism to 
offer, and that the oflii-er reported on has ^dven satisfaction. At the saute 
time, if tin officer htis any particular ^ood (juality \vt>rth niiMitioni ng, it may 
be of great tidvantage that it should be specially mentione<l in the re]>ort. 
For example, it may be useful to the Government to know tliat a man is 
‘‘ tactful,” or “energetic” or “ sound in judgment," whim it is necessary t(> 
choose an officer possessing tiny of these (jnalilic-ations for any special 
duty. 


a. It is distinctly more ohjectionahle to tisc a vague phrase like “ had " 
or “ unsatisfactory ” or “useless” in reporting unfavon rahly ollieer. 

It is essential to know, if possible, wherein the had ness consists. The report 
should state whether the ollicer is “ pimverse, ’ “ untrust woiM liy, “]>erfunc*' 
tory,” “ lazy,” or whatever the particular unfavourable charaiU.cristii* of his 
work may he; and in the case of a seriously had ri*port, it is a good thing, it 
possible, to illustrate very briefly the unfavourable trait. 

4. The essential jioint to be kept in view in reiKirting on olliccrs is that 
the report should be so full as clearly to show special merits or defects, so 
that those who have to peruse the reports may he able to form a correct 
and definite judgment as to how the services of the ollii-crs concerned may 
best be utilised. 


It iH riftbt tliat an ollicer vvbo isbatll.v rei.oited on hIiouIcI Ir • i nfornie.l 
act. This is (lesiral)le, not ho iniutli t.o enable liiin Uj deftonl biin.s(‘lf 


into a controversial cones pem- 


o. 

of the fact. 

(and certainly not to enable him to enter . r 

deuce), but rather that he may be warned and have an optKirtunity of giving 
his attention to the curing of the defects \\diich have Ixsm brought to notice. 
It is useless to send vague reports to an ollicer for liis information, but when 
any pai'ticular defect is pointed out, he should be told tliat the defccl has 
been brought to notice, and that he should set himself to cure it. 

6. This does not apply to cases where tiie defect pointed out is one wlneii 
cannot be cured by the officer concerneil ami where 

pain if he were inf ormeil. It may, for instance, he desira l e i “ 

ment should know that an officer is not very intel igent, but the office^ 
concerned could not benefit by being told this. At the same time it may 
be necessary, in the interest of fairness of dealing, to communicate the 

report. 


7. Wherever benefit may reHult from communicating an unfavourable 
report, or where fairness donmnds its communicaiion. the officer reported on 
must be informed of tlie contents of tlie report; and the fact that be has 
been so informed must be noted for the information of Government. 
Government thinks that « report withheld should have been communicated, 
it will repair the omission. 
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APPENDIX C. 

(Rafepred to In the answer to Question No. X.) 

Nos. 6189 — 55()4A., dated Darjeeling, the 2hth June 1916. 

From — The Hon’blk Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.i.e., i.c.s.. Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, 

To — (1) All C(»miuisHioners of Divisions ; (2) the Inspector-General 
of Police ; (J) tlie lnsj)ector-General of Prisons; (4) the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, C'alcutta ; (5) the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta; (6) the Director of Land Records ; (7) the 
Director of Surveys; (8) tlie Director of Agriculture ; (9) the 
Registrar, Co-operative Societies ; (10) tlie Inspector-General 
of Registration; (11) the Secretary, Board of Revenue ; (12) 
the Commissioner of Kxcise and Salt. 

I AM directed to forward, for your inforimition and guidance, a copy of 
a Resolution hy t he Govinninent of India, Home Dei)artment, Nos. 1568-96, 
dated the 14th September 1916, in which they la^^ down the principles 
which should lx* observed in communicating to subordinate oflicers in civil 
employ unfavourable remaiks made by their su])erior officers. 

2. Tlu* two main principles laid down by tlie Government of India 
are : — 


(1) that only those defects, which are remediable and concerning the 

existence of which no doubt can exist, should be ))ointed out to 
the officer at fault ; and 

(2) that the manner and method of communicai ioti should be such as 

to secure the maximum benefit to the officer, having regard to 
his temi)erament. 

3. With reference to the (piestion of the authority by wliom the 
unfavourable remarks should be communicated to the officers concerned, it is 
important to notice that the Government of India have directed that when 
a re}»ort is built up on the individual opinions t)f dillerent departmental 
superiors in gradation, it is only the o])inion as accej)ted by the highest 
authority which need be conskhu’cd from the point of view of communication. 
In view of these onlers, the Governor in Council is pleased to direct that 
an unfavourable report shall not be communicated to the o(fic*er concerned 
exce])t by, or under the orders of, the aiut hority which submits the ri‘])ort 
to Government or the Board of Revenue, namely, the Commissioner, the 
Head of the Department, or th(‘ District Judge, or, in the case of the Public 
Works Do])Hrtment, the Chief Engineer. His Excadlency in Council leaves 
it to these high authorities, who have first-hand knowledge of the work of 
the officers reported on, to decide, with reference to the princi])les laid down 
1 ) 3 ^ the Government of India, in which cases it is desirable to communi- 
cate unfavourable remarks to tlie officers concerned, and whether the com- 
munication should be verbal or written, and whether it should lie made 
ilirect to the officer concerned or througii an intermediate authoritv’ or 
through his immediate superior. 

4. 1 am further to point out that the orders contained in paragniph 5 
of the Resolution refer onl 3 " to annual reports, and do not in any wa 3 " atlect 
the right and duty of an officer to admonish his subordinates with a view to 
the eradication of faults which come to his notice in the coui’se of his 
ordinary^ work. When a defect has already been pointed out in this way, 
it may not be necessar\\ on the occasion of the submission of the annual 
report, to communicate further with an officer concerning his defects. Each 
authority should, therefore, in reporting the existence of remediable defects 
in an officer, note the action which has already^ been taken or wblob jjiis 
proposed to take to cure them, so as to enable sai>erior authorities and 
Ooveriunent to deckle whether any further action is necesBary in ^nuection 
with the annual rejgort. V ^ 

5. The orders how ^uecl supersede those contained in paragraphs 
5, 6 and 7 of Government (Srculaj Nost 1604-12 A., dated the 3rd March 19oS|J 
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APPENDIX D. 


(R^f^rMcl to In tHo anowor to Question No. XI.) 


Statement shoicing the number of enrolled candidates for the Provincial 


Judici 


a I Service from each District. 


Bakargiinj ... ... ... ... 

Baiikura ... ... ... ... ... _ 2 

Chittagong ... ... ... ... ... | 

Dacca ... .. ... ... ... ... 7 

Dinajpur ... ... ... .. ... .. ] 

Faridpur ... ... ... ... ... 4 

Hooghly ... ... ... ... ... 4 

JosHore ... ... .. ... ... ... I 

Khulna ... ... ... ... ... j 

Midnapore ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Murahidabad ... ... ... ... 4 

Mymensingh ... ... ... ... 4 

Nadia ... ... ... ... ... 5 

Noakhali ... ... ... ... ... _ 3 

Pabna ... .. ... ... ... 2 

Rajahahi ... ... ... ... ... ,, j 

Tipi>eia ... ... ... ... ... 3 

24 -Parpfiinixa ... ... ... ... .. y 

Ciilcutta ... ... ... ... ... ... 7 

Dilirugarli (Assam) ... ... ... ... ... 2 


Tofal 
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APPENDIX E. 


(R«f*rr«d to In the answei* to Quootlon No. XIX.) 

Slatemeiit reqardiiuj Audit orn and I iiHin-ciors in the (t<>-of>i'ralii>r ('rt’dit Socieliett. 


irial 

(fo. 

Name op Offioeh. 

DcHigrmtioTi. 

QiialilicuLions 

1 

1 

1 Toiuporar^. 

1 

I Pennaru-nt, 

fjoirir duitri<^ 
of oHirerrt. 

X 

.^ai)U Bata Kriehtia Doa 


Hoad up to F. A., 
panned 4lli 
AooouiitaiitHliip 
Exaiiiiiiatioii. 


1 Ht April 

nn4 

Nadia. 

2 

„ Uperiiiru NatL Sc^ii 

Ditto 

B. A. 



iMtto 

Dacca. 

9 

t, jSiireah Ciiatidra Sen 

Ditto 

B. A. 


Ditto 

Do. 

4 

1 Maoivi Muliaminad Sttacnauz* 

Ditto ... 1 

Head up to B. A. 

] 

IHtto ... 

Tippera. 

§ 

Babu Hatinath BuHe 

Ditto 

1 

; Bead up tt> l*\A. ... 

1 

. ...... 1 

Int Jul> 

1214. 

Uidutpofi^ 

6 ' 

Altmad 

T.^itto 

* itcud up to B.A 

1 

i 

Ath Angmit 
1914. 

Birbliuiu. 

t 

BabW. iL ^ ^ 

, Ditto 

B, L. 



Howrah 

s' 

8 

j 

„ ''IHanf'Clopal^haki ' 

. ^ - " r J 

Ditto ••• 


' lf4 AiMril 

; im6. 

’’ et- 

Palma. 

J 

^ ^ - 1 



: '' ' 

•t;: — 

W ■ 

a 



614 


Serial 

No, 


H 

U) 
1 1 
12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

36 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 


‘ JtJ. 
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APPENDIX IL—eoncld. 


Name or Officeb. 


Maulvi AOdui Hakil) 

Kaiita 


Dii^ 


rul>u Naliii 
Ctupla. 

Muulvt AOdiir KaliiKai) Klian 
,, Anwar Howsuin 


Hafizuila 


Maulvi Abul Hayat 

,, 13. Hadar 

Babii Kiran Chandra Son 
Gupta. 

Babu Hiralul Dub Gupta 
Maulvi Sbaffiuddiii Aliniad ... 


Babu Muralidhar Dua 


Maulvi Abul Wubed Khoiid- 
kar. 


Maulvi Abul Azmi 
,, Golain Haider 
Abdul Humid 
,, Kboudkar Ali Mabnin 

,, Abdul Jabbar 

Balm Jogendra Natb De 


Abinaab Cii. Sen 
Ainiada Praaad Mukbarji 
Gopal Ch. Bliattacharji 

Nialii Kaiita Mukliarji 

Belli Madbab Sikdar ... 
Maniiioiiun Bania 
Piavaab Ch. Pathak ... 

Gokul Singh Galiatruj 

rpendia Nath Mukliarji 

Sudliir K. Boae 

Susliil Ch. Luhiri 

Priifulla K. Mitra 

Chariipada Hoy 

Sudhir K. Banerji 


DeKiernation. 

Qiialificationa. 

Datf. of appointment. 



Temporary. 

j Permanent. 

1 

1 Iii8j>cctor 

... 

1 Bead up to D.A ... 

1 ^ 

17 til April 

lUlfi. 


1 Ditto 

f 

... 

1 Bead up to F.A. ... 

1 

1 

6th AiigiiHt 
1917. 

i 

Ditto 

... 

1 L. Ag. (Sabour) ... 

' l9tli Novein- 
1 her 1917 


j I )itto 

1 

... 

Bead up to B.A. ... 

lat Juu<‘ 

1917 


j Ditto 


PasHed School Final 
exa mi nation B 

clasH and paased 
Sub-OverHeer. 

21st Novem- 
Ut 1917 


Chief Auditor 

B. L. Beceived 

Ist April 


(formerly 

spector). 

In- 

training under 
Chartered Ac- 

countant. 

1916. 


Auditor 


Beceiveil aevernl 

yearg’ training 

under Co-opera- 
tive Central 

Banka. 

Ist January 
1918. 


Ditto 

... 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

... 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

... 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

... 

b.a. 

Ditto 


Ditto 

• •• 

Bead up to B. A. ... 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Beceived aeverul 

yearn’ training 

under Co-operative 
Central Banka. 

Ditto 


Ditto 

... 

Ditto 

IMtto 


Ditto 

... 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

... 

M.A. 

lOGi March 
1918. 


Ditto 

... 


lat .Januarv 
1918. 


Ditto 

... 

B. A. 

Ditto 


IHtlo 


B. A. 

Ditto 


I >itto 

... 

M. Sc. 

Ditto 


Additional 

Hpeotor. 

In- 


11th March 
1918. 

] 

Ditto 

... 

B. A. 

29tli March 
1918. 


Ditto 

... 

B. S( . ... 1 

1 

3rd March 
1918. 


I >itto 

... 

® ^ I 

i 

16 th March 
1918. 


Ditto 

... 

M. A ... I 

I6th March 
1918. 


Ihtto 

... j 

M. A. 

Ist March 
1918. 

1 

Ditto 

... 1 

1 

Wea\ iiig-maHtcr, i 

Bankura Weav- j 
iiig School. 1 

8th March 
1918. 1 

i 

Ditto 

... 

B. A. ... 1 

l6th March 
1918. 


Ditto 

... 


Ditto 


Ditto 

... 

M. A. ... 1 

Ditto 

( 

Ditt<» 

i 

Matriculate 

Betvived training 
under Central 

Bank an Supervi- 
sor. j 

Ditto 


1 Ditto 

1 


Head up to B. A. ... j 

Ditto ... 1 



1 


Home dfetrict 
of ofifioerK. 


Burdwan, 

Calcutta. 

dai{)aiguri. 

Dacca. 

Tippera. 

Dacca. ’ 

Faridpur. 


Ditto. 

Dacca. 

Tippera. 

Murahidabad. 

I>acca. 

Khulna. 


Dacca. 

Birbhum. 

Pabna. 

Faridpur 

Jesaoro. 

Chittagong:. 

Midnapore. 

Darjeeling 

Faridpur. 

Calcutta. 

Pabna 

Dacca. 

Murabidabad 


I Hoogbly. 


Murabidabad 

Dacca. 


Dacca. 


8. 



cf the Proceeding* of Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions ef the Oovemment of India Act, 1915. 


The Council met in the Coaneil Chamber at Government. House, 
Calcutta, on Wedijesday, the 3rd July, 1918, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Right Hon’blk Lawkbnce John Lumlrv Donuah, 
Earl of Ronaldshay, o.cj.e.. Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, Presiding. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, k.c.i.b., c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Q. Cumming, c.s.l, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahatau, k.c..s.i., k. c.i.e., i.o.m., Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerk, c s.l, c.i.e. 

The Hon’lilc Mr. C. J. Stevenson-Moore, c.v.o. 

The Hon’ble Surgn.-Gknl. W. H. B. Robinhon. c.b., i.m.s. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. .8. 8. O’Malley. 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

'I’lie Hon’ble Mr. H. P. Duval. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. H. Bompas, c.s.i. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Payne, 

The Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahadur, i.h.o. 

The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookrrjee, k.c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Maokenzib, o.b,s. 

The Hon’ble Mb. W. H. H. Abden-Wood, c,i.e. 

The AMimm 
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The Hon’ble Raja Hribhikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provabh Chunder Mitter. 

The Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mitkharji. 

The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Sir Deua Prasad Sarbadhikari, Kt. c.i.e. 

'riie Hon’ble Kai Debender Chunder Ghohe Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Kai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.e., c.b.e. 

•’rhe Hon’ble Mr. W. E. Crum, o.b.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. B. Eden. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. A. Martin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. K. A. Irwin, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ahhraf Ali, Khan Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui.-Hao. 

'I'he llon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 
T he Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All 
’Phe Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

1. The Hon’ble SurokoiItGenebal Robinson, the Hon’ble Mr. Duval 
and the Hon’ble Babu Shr Na^A.yan Mukharji made an coth or affirmation of 
their allegiance to the Crown. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. S. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The followintr questions which had been starred were put and 
atiswered : — 

By the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar : — 

* 1 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the B«i«ii.Ktiie 

governing body of the Dacca College has submitted a projxjsal for raising the tuition of tt 
tiiitkm fee of the students of that college from Rs, 6 to Rs. i) a month ? Uhcoh Cuii«g«. 

(b) What is the approximate total number of students in the Dacca 
College and what proportion of them belongs to the so-called “ well-to-do 
classes ” for whom the Dactia l^niversity Committee proj>osed to cstablisli n 
separate college in that city ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — . 

“ (a) "i'es. 

(6) The num^r of students on the rolls is approximately 900. Gov- 
ernment have no information as to the incomes of the parents and guardians 
of the students and are unable to say how many of the students would come 
under the category of ‘ well-to-do classes.’ ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar : — 

* 2 . 

{a) Are the Government awa re that the prices of cloth have gone up nj^i, prioeH of 
abnormally high and that they are still on the increase? doth. 

(fe) Are the Government also aware that this rise is causing great hard- 
ship, particularly among the middle and the lower classes of the people ? 

{c) Is it in the immediate contemplation of Government to take steps to 
put a stop to this inflation in the prices of cloth ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kkrk : — 

“ (a) Yes.. 

(h) Yes. 

{c) The matter will be discussed at to-day’s meeting of the Legislative 
Council in connection with the relevant resolutions on the agenda paper.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 

* 3. 

{a) Are the Government aware that Babu Basanta Kumar Ray, formerly 
lecturer in English, Chittagong College, was, in 1913, on the recommendation 
of the College governing body, promoted straight from class V of the^ub- 
ordinate Educational Service (Rs. 100 grade) to a vacant professorship in service, 
the same college ? 

(&) Is it a f^t that he was promoted over the heads of several senio** 
lecturers in English, not only of much higher grades and longer standing but 
of equal or even higher attainments I 
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(c) Is it a fact that Babu Upendra Nath Ray (m.a., dass II), of the same 
college (lecturer in mathematics), was about a year or two ago promoted to a 
virtually permanent vacaney in t^ Provincial Educational Service in the 
KatiiP college on the recommendation of the governing body ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a first class M.Sc. in mathematics, a lecturer in 
another Government College, was available for the vacancy ? 

(a) Is it a fact that there are several first claM M.A/s or M.Sa’s who 
have long been employed as lecturers or demonstrators in Government 
Colleges f 

(j^ Is it a fact that some of these officers are of about, or over ten yeans' 
standing, and have not yet been promoted to the Provinoial Educational 
Service ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. O’Malley : — 

(a) Babu Basanta Kumar Ray was appointed temporarily as a pro- 
fes^r and substantively pro tempore in the Provincial Educational Service 
on the recommendation of the governing body of the Chittagong Collie. 

(6) He temporarily superseded five senior lecturers in English. There 
was no permanent supersession. 

(c) Babu Upendra Nath Ray was appointed to act in the Provincial 
Educational Service in a temporary x acancy on the recommendation of the 
governing ) ody of the College. There is no reason to suppose that the tem 
porary vacancy will be virtually permanent. 

{d) No. 

(e) No. 

(/) No. There is only one such officer of 10 years’ standing or more, and 
he is already acting in the Provincial Educaticmal Service.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; — _ 

* 4. 

Is it a fact that Babu Gurubandhu Bhattacharji, a pass course B.A., B.T., 
formerly an Assistant Master at the Dacca Collegiate School, was, on hav- 
ing served as a lecturer for about a year or so at the Dacca Training 
College, promoted from class V of the Subordinate Educational Service 
(Rs. 100 grade) to the Provincial Educational Service, as Superintendent, 
Chittagong Normal School, over the heads of several M.A., B.T.’s and 
M.A-’s trained at Kurseong, who were on much higher grades and had longer 
experience ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr O’Malley ; — 

“ Yes. The circumstances of the Chittagong Normal School required 
the appointment of an officer of special capacity as Superintendent and it 
was therefore necessary to supersede senior officers not possessing equal capa- 
city.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhtjri : — 

*5. 

(a) Is it a fact that a lecturer in philosophy at the Dacca Coll^, with 
a low second class d^ree in M.A. has v^ recently been promoted' to a virtu- 
ally permanent vacancy in the Provincial l^ucational Service in the same 
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oeBege, from class IV of the Sobordinate Edueatkmal Service (Rs. 125 grade), 
although a first class M.A. who had dcme good work in tne Presidency 
Calcutta, for about a year, was avail^le for the vacancy ? 

.(ft) Is it also a fact that the said junior officer was promoted over the 
beads of several senior lecturers of much higher grades in the service and of 
equal superior attainments who were employed elsewhere ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) No. The M.A. in question had left the Education Department and 
it was considered desirable to appoint an officer serving in the Department in 
preference to him or any other outsider. 

(ft) Yes. The cases of all officers senior to the lecturer referred to were 
duly considered. He was found to possess equally long experience of college 
work and his appointment was judged to be in the best interests of the Coll^." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 

* 6 . 

(a) If the cases of supersession alleged in questions Nos. 8, 4 and 5 
are true, will the Government be pleased to state how many officers were 
allowed to be superseded by each of the four officers rofened to in those 
questions ? 

(ft) Will the Government be further pleased to state the reasons for 
these promotions ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) As explained in the answer to question No. 3 (a) and (c), no perman- 
ent supersessions were involved. The number of officers superseded in the 
cases referred to in questions Nos. 4 and 5 was 7 and 3 respectively. 

(ft) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the replies to questions Nos. 4 
and 5. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; — 

* 7. 

Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been expressed that 
the supersessions of the kind referred to in the foregoing questions have 
been much more numerous since the introduction of the citdlege governing 
body system than before. 


Answer by the Htm’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 
' “ No.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Minian Chaudhuri : — 

* 8 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is true 
that the Rangpur Municipality has l^n forced to dispense with the services 
of Babu Suresh Chandra Lahiri, 2nd class Sanitary Inspector, an officer of 
13 years’ standing ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that this officer was recommended by the municipality 
to be prcHDoted to the first grade in order that his services could be retained ? 
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(c) Is it a fact that some of the other municipalities of the division 
have been allowed, contrary to the rules, to appoint 2rid class Inspectors ? 

(<f) If the facts are as stated above, are the Government considering the 
desirability of reconsidering the case of Babu Suresh Chandra Lahiri f 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) and (6) The Rangpur Municipality is required to appoint a 1st 
class Sanitary Inspector. Babu Suresh Chandra Lahiri qualified as a 2nd 
class Sanitary Inspector in 1913, and the Municipal Commissioners recom- 
mended in October, 1917, that, in consideration of his past services, he should 
be promoted to the 1st class. The Sanitary Commissioner was unable to 
accept their recommendation, as the officer in question docs not possess the 
qualifications necessary for a Sanitary Inspector of the Ist class. Govern- 
ment are not aware whether the municipality has dispensed with his services, 

(c) No. 

(d) This question docs not arise.” 


Training of 
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and Sanitary 
Inapeotora, 


By the Hon’ble Bajm; Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 

* 9. 

(а) Is it a f.act that the arrangement for the training of Health Officers 
and Sanitary Inspectors in Calcutta made by the Sanitation Department has 
been discontinued from this year ? 

(б) Has the arrangement lieen discrontinued permanently or temporarily ? 

(c) If the answer to clause («) la? in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state why this step has been taken ? 

(d) Are the Government aware that there is a great demand for such 
officers ? 

(<?) Are the Government considering the desirability of continuing the 
arrangement for the training of these officers ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) No. 

{b) and (c) The question do^ not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The question does not arise.” 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 10 

Will the Government be pleased to state what steps are being taken by 
the Agricultural Department for the cultivation of ootton in the various 
districts of the Presidency of Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

" This year 200 maunds of seed have been imported from other Provin- 
ces by the Agricultural Department and supplied on indent to various pwple 
in the Presidency. The seed, however, has arrived too late for early sowings. 
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A selection of varieties of cotton has l^n sown at the Dacca Agricul- 
tural Station with the object of determining their suitability for sowing 
on high lands. 

The district staff of the department has been engaged in growing cotton 
on small areas in some districts through the agency of the raiyats." 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 11 . 

Will the Government be [^eased to lay on the table a copy of the recent 
orders of Government on the subject of local holidays to be henceforth 
observed at the Bengal Government offices in Calcutta ? 


Answer by tiu; Hon’blo Mr. Kkrr : — 

A copy of the orders referred to is laid on the table.” 


Orders referred to hy the lion hie Mu. Kerr in his anstoer to question No. 11 
{starred) asked by the llonhle Uai Mahf.nora Chandra Mitra RAifADUR 
at the Council meeting of the 3rd July, 1913. 


Kartik l^na 


No. 4428 Mis., dated Calcutta, the 16th May, 1918. 

Memo, hy — H. F. V. I'owNEND, Esq., i.c.s., Under-Secretary to tlu* (loverii- 
ineiit of Bengal, Financial Department. 

The (iovernor in Council i.s pleased to direct that the days noteil in the 

margin, which are locjil holidays in the district 
of tlie 24-Parganas, shall also be observed as local 
holi<lays in all (jovernment ottices locat€)d in 
C’alcutta, with the exce])tion of tin* oflict»H of the 
CJollectoi’ of Custf)nis, Calcmtta, and tlu* (V)lh'ctor 
of Stamp Kevenue, C/alcutta. 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

* 12 . 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to furnish full particulars about 
the inquiry on the Damodar Reservoir Survey? 

(б) Has the Special Officer, Mr. Glass, arrived at a final decisdon in 
regard to the selection of site.s at the upfiei reaches of the Damodar near 
Barakar ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr Cowi.ey : — 

” {a) and (b) A copy of a note on the preliminary stage investigations* 
for the proposed flood-controlling reservoir on the BaraKar river by Mr. E. L. 
(llass, Execuvive Engineer on special duty, is platw'd on the (able in the 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra BAHAnuR : — 


Will the Government be pleased to state the amount actually spent up to 
the 31st March, 1918, out of the provision of 2^ lakhs allotted for the Damodar 
project? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble M*. Cowlet : — 

“ Rupees 2,38,739, subject to any further adjustments on Sicooaiit of 
land char^ in thd supplementary accounts f<Kr Ifardi 1918.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra CHAtnoRA Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 14. 

[te'X Will the Government be pleased to state what progress has been made in 

. EivJ^ * ' improvement of the lower reaches of the Damodar in the matter of the 
retirement of the Baxi khal and the excavation -of the (Btesapati, Gaighata 
and Hoorhoora khalaf 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowlev : — 

“ The retired embankment on the south side of the Buxi kh4il ha.s been 
completed. 

The work in connection with the Ghesapatty kh’Ol has been very nearly 
completed. 

No excavation or improvement in the Gaighatta khal is contemplated. 

Arrangements for the acquisition of land required in connection with 
the improvement of the Hoorhoora khal are in progress; the land has been 
demarcated; and estimates for acquisition are awaited from the Collectors 
of the districts concerned.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 15. 

e^fof Hoods Will the Government be pleased to state what progress has been made 

in tiie Bui^”waii and tKc work done this year, in connection with the projects for mitigating 
Diviiion. the effect of floods in the Burdwan Division, and the amount actually spent 

up lo May, 1918, under each of the following heads : — 

(t) improvement of the Baxi and Ghesapati khals, out of the sanc- 
tioned amount of Rs. 50,000; 

(it) raising the Ajai embankments for the prevention of floods, out of 
the sanctioned amount of Rs. 50,000; and 

(tit) Hoorhoora khal scheme, out of the sanctioned amount of 
Rs. 1,50,000 as provided in the current year’s Budget! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (t) A sum of Rb. 11,216 has been expended in 1918-19 up to the end 
of May. As already stated in anawer to question No. 14, the retired embank- 
ment on the south side of the Buxi khal has been completed, and only a small 
amount of work remains to be canied out in connecti<m with the improve- 
ment of the Ghesapatty khal. 

(ii) The raising of the Ajai embankment has been practically completed. 
The expenditure during 1918 up to the end of May has been Ks. 874 ; but 
further payments have yet to be made cm account of work done. 

(in) No expenditure has yet been incurred in regard to the scheme of 
improvement for the Hoorhoora Mai. Am aiteady stated arrangements are 
in progress for the acquisitkm of' land ; and the work of excavation will be 
atarfed as soon as possession has bemi obtained.” 
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Will the Government he pleased to state what action is proixjsed to be 
taken on the result of the recent uis}>ection of Mr. Addams Williams in con- 
nection with the Damodai- hoods? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. Cowlf.v : — 

“ The orders of the C^iief Engineer in the Irrigation Bianch havt* 
already been passed on each paragraph of the inspection note of Anril-Mav 
191R/’ * ‘ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendka Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

17. 

Are the Ctovci iiiucHt considering the advisability of — 

(?) arranging for c‘oniniiinicating hood-warnings to the aflected area 
on the right side of the Damodar on receijit of telegrams by the 
Public \Vorks I)c|iartinont oflict^rs fi*oni Ji^iniganj; 

(/?) providing for boats in the Hood-affected area to give sheltei- to tin* 
villagers at the time of high Hoods; 

(???) raising and widening the crests of the right einbankineiit, or at 
least at the jilaces where it passes by the village sites, to give* 
shelter to the jK^ople during the high Hcxid ; 

(??^) ofiening a teinjiorary Public Works Department office at a centrally 
situated place in the' spill area to examine thc' c;ondition of tin* 
villagers, the action of the HocmI water and the ohstruc^tion of 
the drainag(‘; 

(p) closing of the sjiill chaniads formed on either side* of the Begua 
river, the (‘xistcru^e of which causes immense trouble to the 
villagers; and 

(?'?) pioviding ics(»rved drinking watcT tanks in (‘ach village within the 
spill an‘a, for want of whi(‘h, and owing to |>ollution by th>od 
water, cholera lireaks out in the affected area ? 


Answer by the'. IforrhJe Mr. Cowi.ey : — 

‘"'(Z) Arrangements have* l>een made for communicating HckxJ warn- 
ings to the alTec’tf'd area on the right side* of the l)amo<lar immediately on 
receiju of warnings from Raniganj. 

(??) No provision for Ixiats in the flood-affWtcxl anns has In^en made by 
the Public Works Dej>artment. 

(???) It is not advisable to raise or widen tlie crest of the right t*ml)ank 
nient generally; the question of providing refuge* mounds is und(*r flu* con 
sideration of the Public Works Dejiartment. Estimate's for the erection of 
these refuge mounds are under prcfiaration. 

(?>) It is not considered necessary to open a J^iblic Works Dejiartraent 
office in the spill area. One Sub-Over8ec‘r, with gauge readers to help him. 
has been [>osted on the right bank of the Damodar near the Begua breacli for 
tlie ohservatiem of flood levels. 

(v) The question of the closing of the spill channeds on either side of the 
Begua river has been fully considered; and it has been decided that no good 
can be derived from the closing of such chanmds. 

(ri) The provision of reserve drinking water tanks in each village within 
the spill area has not been considered by the Public Works Department.” 
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By the Hoii’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 18. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
regarding the formation of the standing committee of officials and non- 
oilicials for the districts in the Damodar Basin, in accordance with the terms 
of file Resolution No. 16 moved by me at the mc'eting of the Council held on 
the IPth February, 1918? 

(/>) Has the list of the names of landholders been revised accordingly ? 


Answer by the llon’ble Mu, Cov'Cey • — 

{(i) and U)) The attention of the Commissioner of Burdwan has l:ec.n 
drawn to the Resolution of the Government of Bengal, Public Work.s 
Department, Irrigation Branch, of the 3rd July, 1906, and he has been 
requested to revise the list of non-official members apjKiinted to act as mem- 
bers of the (Standing committc'e for the districts iu the Damodar basin. The 
revised list of names of non-official members ])roposed by the Commissioner 
has not yet been received.” 


By the llon’ble Rai Mahendra (biANDRA Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 19. 

Will the Government l)e idCiasecl to state which holidays were observed 
as “ closed holidays ’’ during 1916 and 1917 in the different departments of 
the Bc'iigal Secretariat? 


Answnr by ihr lloii’hle Mii. Ki'.iot ; — 

” A statement giving the information asked for is laid on the table.” 

Staletncnt reforrod to t)jf t/ir Hoti'hlfi Mr. Kerr in his nnsiorr to q'nestion 
No. 19 {stnrrrd) asked Inj the Hon'bte Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Baiiadiir at the Conncil meeting of the 3rd July, J91S, shoiriny the 
holidays observed as "closed holidays" in the diff’erent departments 
of the Benyal Secretariat in 1916 and 1917. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

The answors to the following: unstarnMi <iii.'sti<>ns wore laid on the 
taV)le : — 

By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray . — 

I. 

Will the Government lx; pleased to stale when the report of the Rowlatt 
(’omniittee will be published for the information of the public ? 


Answer by the lion’ble Mr. Kkrr : — 

The report was submitted to the Government of liidia who appointed 
the Committee and not to the Government of Bengal. 'I'he publication of 
the teport resUs witli the Government of India, and it is understood that it 
will lie issued immediately.” 


By the Hon’blc- Babit Surenkha Nath Ray . — 

II. 

(«) Will the Government be |>leas»‘d to statr> whether any steps have Ix-en 
taken for the appointment of non-ofhcial visitors to look into tlie condition 
of political (leti^nusf 

(/>) Will the Government he plcasc'd to publish the names of the fx'rsona, 
il any, who have lx;en apjiointed as such non-official visitors? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kf.hk : — 

(o) and (5) The Hon ble Member is refc’rred to the* answer gjivcm 1x> 
unstarred question No. XXX VI II. 


By the Hon'ble Babit Surendra Nath Ray . — 

HI. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the tabic all tlie papers in con 
neefion with the trial of the dHcvus in tlie Char Lawrence ca.se ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ It not uiidersUxid to what paper other than llu* pidicial rtn^ord the 
Hon’ble Member refers.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahaijur . — 

IV. 

{(i) Is it a fact that the governing Ixidy of the Dacca Col lew has rec.*om- 
niended to the Government to increase the tuition fee of the (‘oflege students 
from Rs. 6 to Rs. 9 per month ? 

ip) Are the Government aware that the report of the proposed increment 
has greatly exercised the minds of the people of Dacca and neiglibouring 
districts? ^ 


Ptihllt HtlOll 
till* report (1 
( lie liowlMtt 


AppOllltllHUl 

t>l iioii-oftici 
vi-iturn for 
piilitical 


I’tlpOl K III 

rorinoi'tioti v 
I III* trial of t 
HMenun in tii 
Char Lawrer 
canii. 


IricreaHo of t 
iiiiiiofi fan it 
L>ncca Gollef; 



626 


Questions and Ansicers. 


[3rd .Tdlt, 


(r) Is it a fact that Dacca College is the only institution in East Bengal 
where almost all the higher branches of studies in science and arts are 
taught ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr O’Malley : — 

“ («) Yes. 

{h) Government are aware that the |no}>osal has l)een received with some 
dissatisfaction. 

(e) Dacca College offers greater facilities for education in arts and science 
than any other college in Eastern Bengal.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Ski Nath Ray Bahadur : — 

V. 

Rise in the price {«) Arc tlic Government awan> that acute sufferings have been e iu^ed 

to the people by the present scarcity of clothes and the con.seqiient atmormal 
rise of prices of the same? 

(td Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps for 
the extensive cultivation of cotton in the province with a view' to facilitating 
the development of the indigenous system of spinning and weaving? 

(c) Will the Government b<' pleased to stati* whetiier it is in their con- 
templation to advise local bodies to take stej^s for the extensive cultivation of 
cotton ? 


Answer by llio lion iile Mu. Kekr ; 

{a) Yes; it is unfortunately the ease that the prevailing high juices of 
cloth are causing considerable distress. 

(h) and (c) This subject is receiving the careful consideration of Govern- 
ment. A meeting of the Provincial Agricultural Association to whi<-'h 
representatives of all districts have lieen invited has been fixed for the 4th 
dulv. The membt'rs have been asked to prejiare themselves to discuss this 
subject, and on receiving the recommendations of the Association Govern- 
ment will decide what action should btr taken. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Ski Nath Ray Bahadur 
' VI. 

Will the tiovernment U‘ pleased to state when they propose Ui give effect 
to the resolution moved in the Imperial Legislative Council by the Hon’ble 
Babu Surendra Nath Bancrji and accepted by the Government of India on 
the 19th of March last — 

(a) for the appointment of an Advisory Committee to inquire into and 
report upon Uie cases of those detained under Ihe Defenc'- of 
India Act, 1915. and Bengal Regulation III of 1818 . and 

(5) for the appointment of non-official visitors to visit detenus and 
report upon their grlfevanoes, if any ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mh. Kerr : — 

(a) and (&) The Hx^n’ble Member is referred to the answer ^iven to 
unstarred question No. XXXVIII " 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahairtr : — 

VII. 

(«) Will the Government be pleased state how many es'tates of a rent 
roll of over Rs. 50,000 are now^ Ix^ing managed by the Gourt of Wards ^ 

(6) In how many of them have officers lent by the Government Un n 
employed ? 

(c) What are the qualifications of those who are not Government servants, 
and their })ay and allowances? 

(d) Will the Governmen't be pleased to state whether more' oftiec'rs of t hi' 
Provincial Executive Service with practical cx)^rience of reveniu' adminis 
tration and survey and settlement works can be spared for such apjKuntnuMits 
in future? 

(^) In ^ iew of the extended o{>eratioii of survey and setfk‘inent works 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act in most of tlu' Bengal districts^ are Govern 
ment pre]uired to lay dowui thn't only officers w ith knowledge of law and praet i 
cal experience in Kvenue administration, should Ix' employed in such 
capacities? 

(f) Will the Government l^e pleasi^d to state wlu'ther any rules exist gov 
erning these apf>ointments ’ 

(g) If not, will the Govt rnment he phrased to state whether tlu'y are 
c-onsidering the advisability of formulating definite Tiih s in regard to these 
appointments ? 

(/i) Are these appointTnents advertised before any selection is made^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mk Kkrh 

“ {a) Twenty-four. 

(6) Five. 

(r) The qualifications, pay and allowances of managers who are not 
Government servants? are shown in the attached table. 

(d) In existing circumstances, it is not possible to spHre (‘xperien<ed 
Deputy Collectors for work under the Court of Wards. 

(e) There is no nei^essity to lay down any hard and fast ruhv Know 
ledge of law and practical experienc^e of revenue or zamindari work are con 
sidered necessary qualificationis for sueli appointments. 

(/) No; the Court of Wards maintains a list of f|ualified candidates and. 
l)eing responsible for the management of wards’ estates, makes any such 
appointment from such applicants as seem to b<» best suited, having regard 
to the sj)ecial requirement of the estate. 

(g) Government are not prepared to interfere with the discretion of the 
Court of Wards. 


Apptuutinrn 
to III! 

♦‘kIhIoh mule 
Copit of Wii 
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QuetAionn and An/iwers. 


[3rd July. 


Table referred to bi/ the Hon'ble Mb. Kerb i>i his answer to question 
No. VII(c) (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Rai Sbi Nath Ray Bahadur 
at the Council meetiny of the 3rd July, 191 S. 


Name of C'Htatc. 

1 

Name of Managt^r and 
AsBistant Manager. 

1 

Qualifica- 

tion. 

1 

Pay 

Allowance. 



1 

1 

Rs. 


Nnyahasan (Midnapon*) 

Balm Siidhansn Molian 
Diitta. 


150 

1 


Boimhi B. L. Mnkhctji 
Trust Estate, Hooghly. 

1 

Balm Ko^dlav Chandra j 

Kaha. 


150 i 

i 

Fixed travelling allowance 
of Rs 50 and house 
allowance of Us. ‘20 pt r 





1 imitisem. 


(ioluiniatiga and ( 4 ()|»al 1 lialm Hat ihIi ( haiidra Tial 
Chiridni MuUluTji 

KHintOH, ‘24 

Tn^nK' Waidrt' Kliag<Midra Nath 

and I'aiiiliati EntateH UantTp 

dardia/at Wnnhi No, I ... Itahn Manaiindiaii Ihitta, 


KaHim^a/ai Waida ... j l^fdni dognndra Natli ! 

j Miikln iji, H.I-. J 


Sv^'dnur Tru-t Entalc ... | Bahu (^irindra M<dja 
j ( liath i )i. 

Nawah family OhtatcH in j II. (' K Mnyor. Es«| 
I)a<H'a. 


Illmwi.1 lUi — 1'' W. N.T(llinm, Er.|. 

( Vlanagnr). 

... Ihdai Ua]niidra Chandra 
Nag, AsHiHtaiil Manager. 

(iolakpnr, Sl.erpiir and E. Hignold, Eh<i. (Genoral 
Karntiya. Manager), MyinenKingli. 

1(1 Wards, etc., OHtati'H in Hahn Sliyama Charan 
Bakarganj. Cliakraliart y (General 

1 Manager). 

Walds Estates in Clnlta- I Balm Upendra Median 

I Dntta ((#c‘iH*ral Manager). 

Blinkailas No. 1 ... ' Balm Anuknl (diandia Koy, 

li.A. 

Sarail ( Kasiinhazar, M. M. llaliday, Esip 

Tippeia). 

ditto ! Balm Satish (jhandra 
I (Giosli, Assiatant 

Managc'i. 

Janhazai No ll (Dina], i Balm Matangi Chaian 

pni portiemV ' (diakraverty . 


.dOO Draws Its. 2b as guaidian 
tn tin* minor male ward. 

‘2(H) { Br. 40 lionse allowance' 

j jiluH Bh 40 earriage 
I allowanec. 

20(‘) House allowance Us. 2b 
CfiOO Freempiai tors. 

1,500 Ditte) 

250 Ditto. 


H50 House' allowain 0 Ks 55 


250 ; Honse' allowance Ks. 25 

and horse allowance 
Rk. 30 per mensem 

700 


Chnramnn .. 


Ihihu Uamesh Chaiielra Das, 

i n.i.. 


By the Hon’ble Baku Akhil Chandra Datta 

Vlll- . , L , U I 

i» fi.e IK. (<*) Are the Government aware that the price of cloth has risen so nign 

loi. that It is causing the greatest hardship to the people ? . ... 

(b) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the opinion that 
has been expressed that the revival of the charka will enable the country to 
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depend more upon its own resources and wiH to a certain extent obviate the 
r^oessity of importation of cloth from foreign countries? 

(c) What steps, if any, are the Government taking to revive the chnrka 
and introduce it on a large scale in the country ? 

(d) Has the attention of the Government l)een drawn to the (^pinion that 
lias been expressed that the cultivation of cotton is essentially neiess iry for 
solving the cloth problem ? 

(e) What steps, if any, are the Government taking to ( iicourage, faci 
litate, and introduce the cultivation of cotton in liengal ? 

(/) Have the Government considered the advis^ibility of staiting liaihl 
spinning and hand-weaving clashes in all GovcrniiKuit girls’ scliools and 
Government aided girls' scIkmiIs ? 


Answ(n- hy tin' Hoirhh^ Mr. Kkim; : — 

‘ (//) Government aie awan‘ that the present j>rice of ckuh is ahnor 
inally high. 

(Ij) Yes. 

(r) The subject will lx* consi<lered by a met^ting ol’ the Provincial Agii 
( ultural Association fixed for the 4th .luly, and, on receiving lh(‘ rci-oinmcn 
dations of the Association, GovcrniiKait will decide whethm' any ac lion slnnild 
be taken. 

(d) and (r) The Ilon’ble Member is nTerred to the* reply to lh(‘ (|uestjon 
asked on this subj(*ct by the Jlon'ble Ifai Sii Nath Pay jiahadur at tins 
iiKH'ting of the Council. 

(/) No” 


Hy the Hon ble Babu Akhil Chandka Datta 
IX. 

Arc the Government considering the desirability of introducing the Ixiy 
scout moveim'nt or of forming cadet Corjis in all sc hools ? 

Answer by the llon’bh* Mr. O’Malley : — 

T1 le Ilon’ble M(^mber is ref(*rred to the r(*ply given to (jucstion No. VI 1 
asked by the Hon'ble Babu Bhab(*ndra (’haiidra Ray at the (’ouncil nux‘ling 
held on 19th Februaiy, 191H. Since* t)H*n a go\erning; lK)dy has been formed 
lo guide and cemtrol the lK)y-scout movemenlt, and finther (‘xperieiice* must 
be gained IxTore (Jovernment can consider the sugg(*stion contained in tin* 
question. Goveiiimerit have no intention at preseiilt of forming cadet co? ps 
in all schools.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Ciiandua Datta : — 

X. 

(a) Is It a fact that on the 28th March last, Babu ('huni Lai 
Mukherji, Sadar Subdivisional Oflicer ol J'aridpur, (U(ler(*d a constable to pull 
one Akhiladdi by the ear when the latter was giving evidence before him (the 
Subdivisional Oliicer) in the case of .loynalkhatum 7^ersus Maijuddi and tfiat 
the constable actually jiulled him by the ear in the witness lx)x in open court ? 

, W If so, what action have the Government taken <»r are they takirit; in 
the matter ? 


hoy- ‘♦t’oilt 
nioveiuettt anti 
I'uriiiiit loii of 
ctulot furpH III 
mcIiooIh. 


Alleged 
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Questions and Anstoers. 


AliogeiJ tcjrtmr* 
of a politioul 
priHoner 


[3ri>. July, 


{(■) Arfl tlie Government ooasidering the advisability of directing the 
aforementioned Babu Chuni Lai Mukherji to make suitable reparation to the 
said witness Akhiladdi ? » 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

(fi) Yes. Akhiladdi was a witness in a murder case, in which it was 
l)elieved that one of the principal accused was being kept in concealment by 
her liU'iband and his friends, and all attempts to discover her had been unsuc- 
cessful. Akhiladdi dc^edly refused to answer questions put to him in the 
witness box. and the Rubdivisional Officer, in order to obtain a reply, directed 
the constable to jmll his ear ; this the constable did. 

(h) and (c) On the day after the incident the Subdivisional Officer went 
to see tlie District Magistrate and expressed regret for what he had done 
flis action was, of course, improper, and he has l)een informed of the view 
taken of it by Government. He seems, however, to have acted hastily in a 
sudden lit of annoyance, and in all the circumstances. Government do not 
propose to take further action in the matter.” 


By the Hon’ble Baru Akhil C'nANnitA Datta 
XT. 

(a) Is it a fact that Babu Arun Chandra Guha, b.a., a State prisoner 
at Hazaribagh, submitted a petition in November, lt»16, to the Additional 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in which he cornjilained that he was 
tortured (’ll liis way to tlie Kyd StreiA police-station after his arrest so 
severely that he passed excreta in his cloth ? 

(h) la it a fact that in the said petition Babu Arun Chandra Guha also 
< omplained that for five day.s he was kept in a .standing posture all the 24 liours 
of the (lay 'i 

(c) Is it a fact that in the said jietition he further complained that he 
was torced to make some statements which he, in the first instaiu e. refu. ed to 
make but which he had to make later on to avoid torture i 

(d) Was any inquiry made into the said allegations t 

(e) If so, who made the inquiry and when ? 

(f) Will the Government lie pleased to lay on the table the result of the 
said inquiry ? 

{(f) Was any action taken in consequence of the inquiry? 

(A) Is it a fact that he was confined in a solitary cell for one mouth in 
the Presidency Jail, the dimensions of the cell being 3 yds. x 3^yds. x 3^ 
yds ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the said cell had no window ? 

{}) Is it a fact that he had to answer calls of nature in the day time in 
the said Cell ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ («) to (j) Arun Chandra Guha, a State prisoner, submitted a petition 
to Gov^ninent in November, 1916, containing allegations of ill-treatment at 
the hands of the jxilice. These allegations were iiu^uired into by Government, 
and a report was submitted to the Government of India in Februa^, 1917, 
that the charges were entirely false and without foundation, a finding with 
which the Government of India concurred. The allegations again formed 
part of the subject-matter of an inquiry recently held by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Stevenson-Moore and the Hon’ble Sir B. C. Mitter, who declared the charges 
quite unfounded.” 
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^ the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

XII. 

(a) Is it a fact that Jatin Roy cUias Fega, who was put on trial as Ca»aof JtUn 
one of the accused in the Barisal conspiracy case and was sentenced to four Royipoiitioai 
years’ hard labour, was re-arrested and interned under the Defence of India 

Act, 1915, immediately after his release from the jail after serving out his 
term of imprisonment ? 

(b) Was any charge formulated against Jatin Roy in writing? 

(c) Was he furnished with any statement of the evidence which the 
police had against him ? 

^ # . * 

(d) Was he asked to make a written statement in answer to the charge 

w'hich was laid to his door? 

(e) Was he given time and opiwrtunity to prove his defence? 

(/y Who passed the order of internment in this particular case ? 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the date of his release from 
the jail, the date on which the order of internment was passed against him, 
the date on which the said order was received by the Superintendent of 
Police. Bakarganj, and the date on which the order was served upon him? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ Jatin Ray alias Fega was sentenced to 12 years’ rigorous imprisonment 
.in the Barisal conspiracy case. As^an act of clemency Government reduced the 
sentence to 4 years’ rigorous imp*risonment. He was released on the 2l8t 
January, 1918, and was immediately served with an order of Government 
interning him in his own home pendinp^ the production of sureties for his 
future good behaviour. He was interviewed before his release; no chargee 
in writing were put to him.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 


XIII. 

Will the Govei nment be pleased to state — 

(/) how many interned and dejKirted persons have become insane; 
(ii) how many of them have committed suicide ; and 


Numlier of 
iriisuiiex Riiion^t 
deleft UM. 


{Hi) how many have died in consequence of diseases contracted after 
internment and deportation; 


together with the names of those persons ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (i) State prisoners — 

(a) Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, the facts of whose case have already been 

given in this Council. * 

(b) Noni Gopal Sen Gupta, who had suffered from religious delusions 

8 ince his childhoM, was reported to have developed suicidal 
tendencies in March, 1917. In September, 1917, he was released 
from jail and domiciled with his father-in-l§w under* tfte 
Defence of India Rules. — ^ * 

(c) Ratan Singh was reported to be showing signs o| iilsaiilty in Jime, ' 

1916; he was released from jail and sent to 

(d) One other State prisoner has been under obserfilttan, 
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Quesitons and Anmcen. 


[3bd JoiiT^ 


Detenus — 

{a) Priya Sankar Sen was arrested on the 27th March, 1916. In 
April, before orders had been passed in his case, a report was 
received from the jail authorities that he showed signs of mad- 
ness. Orders of internment were never, therefore, issued and 
he was released. Subse^ently, under orders of the Additional 
District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, he was sent as a lunatic to 

the Berhampore Asylum. 

% 

(b) Dasarathi Mukherji was interned in his own home in September, 

1916; a year later a local practitioner, under whose treatment 
he was, submitted a certificate that he was suffering from neu- 
* rasthenia caused in his opinion by wori^r and sexual excess, and 

this had affected his brain. His relatives declined to send him' 
to a hospital, but he was released from domiciliary orders. 

(c) Nibaran Chandra Chakrabartti was interned in June, 1917. A 

month later it was reported that he had become insane after an 
attack of fever. He was domiciled with his relatives but at the 
end of August he was reported to have developed into a dan- 
gerous lunatic; the orders under the Defence of India Rules 
were cancelled, and he was dealt with by the District Magistrate 
under the Lunacy Act. 

(d) W. T. Floyd, who was interned at Kalimpong, was recently 

reported to have developed religious mania and was sent to an 
Asylum for treatment. 

(e) Kheniendra Dastidar, who was interned in June, 1917, in the 

Rajshahi district, recently developed religious hallucinations; 
he was then domiciled under the care of his relatives 

Besides these persons named Mohendra Chandra Das, who was detained 
under the Ingress into India Ordinance, has been declared insane and sent to 
the Berhampore Lunatic Asylum. 

(?■?■) One State prisoner, Rasik Sarkar, committed suicide recently in the 
Rajshahi Jail. Two d(Henus, Surendra Nath Kar and Hari Charan Das, 
committed suicide while interned; the facts of their cases have already been 
given in Council. 

{Hi) No State prisoners have died of disease. The following detenus 
have died during internment : — 

(o) Keshab Lai Dey, died of typhoid fever. 

(h) Jatindra Chandra Roy and Dhirendra Mohan Mukherji, died of 
cholera. 

(c) Sarada Kanta Mitra, died of fever. 

(d) Manindra Nath Sett, died of phthisis.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 


XIV. 


Number of 
pertooB detained 
Quder the 
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Bengal 

Begulation 1X1 
of 1618. 


Will the Government be pleased to state the number of persons novr 
detainM under the Defence of India Act, 1915, and Bengal Regulation III 
of 1818, respectively? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ On the 25th June, 1918, there were 722 persons detained in Bengal 
under the Defaiceof India Act and 91 under Bengal Regulation III of 1818.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; — 

; XV. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any 
^hundation for the rumour that some pvrdanashin ladies are under detention 
under the Defence of India Act, 1915, and Bengal Regulation III of 1818 ? 

(h) If so, how many ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(a) and (6) No 'pvrdandshin woman has been so restrained ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; — 

XVI. 

Are the Government considering the advisability of having the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Bill, whicn was introduced into this Council in 
March last, translated into Bengali, and of distributing the translation 
amongst the members of the Village Panchayats ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

The Village Self-Government Bill has been translated into Bengali 
and it is proposed shortly to publish it in three Bengali newsjmpers. Gov 
ernment will be prepared to supply copies of the translation if applied for 
by village panchayats through the district officer.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; — 

XVII. 

{a) Are the Government aware that it has been reported that cases have 
occurred of people committing suicide owing to their inability to purchase 
•cloth ? 

{h) Have any inquiries been made into the truth or otherwise of these 
reports ? 

(c) If so. will the Government be pleased to publish the results of these 
inquiries ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerb : — 

” (a) Yes. 

{0) and (c) Inquiries have been made in Howrah, Midnapore and 
Bakarganj into specific cases which were reported in the Press. Only one 
ease has l>een authenticated It is reported that one Nur Bux, of Keoradagi, 
in Bakarganj, hanged himself on the 23rd March because he was unable 
through poverty to purchase clothes for his wife. In the other cases, tlie 
reports which appeared in the newspa{>ers proved on inquiry to be un- 
founded.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

XVIII. 

{a) Are the Government aware that no Hindu, belonging to the district 
of Noakhali, has been appointed to the Provincial Executive Service since 
the nomination system was introduced ? 

(&) Are the Government also aware that there have been suitable and 
qualified Hindu candidates from Noakhali who could have been appointed 
to these posts I 
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Qttestions and Answers. 


Puhitire landH i 
Coz'b Bazar. 


[3rd J dlt 


(c) Are the Government aware of a feeling of dissatisfaction amongst 
the Hindus of Noakhali on the ground that they have not hitherto received 
any share in appointments to the Provincial Executive Service? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of dssuing orders 
that in future the claims of the Hindu community of Noakhali may be con- 
sidered and that the rules prescribed by the Government for “ secflring a fair 
share of appointments to each important section of the community ” may be 
given effect to ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) No Hindus belonging to the district of Noakhali have been nominated 
by the Commissioner for the Provincial Civil Service since 1905. Four can- 
didates have been nominated for the Subordinate Civil Service, and three have 
been given apf»ointments. The same minimum qualifications are prescribed 
for both services. 

(c) Government have no information on the point, but no definite prin- 
ciple that appointments must be allotted in rotation by districts has ever 
been admitted. 

(d) This question and answer will be communicated to the Commissioner, 
but tne Hindu population of Noakhali cannot be regarded as a separate sec- 
tion of the commvinity for the purposes of the rules which, subject to the due 
representation of various classes in the public service, contemplate the selec- 
tion of the best candidates in the division, irrespective of the particular 
districts from which they come.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; — 

XIX, 

(a) Are the Government aware that there are no pasture lands in the 
villages adjoining the reserved forests in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision in the 
district of Chittag^mg ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the inhabitants of 'those villages are all agriculturists 
and tenants of the Government khas mahalf 

(c) Are the Government aware that from the '19th September, 1916, to 
the 29th May. 1918, 572 persons have been convicted in the Cox’s Bazar sub- 
division for allowing their cattle to enter the reserv’ed .forests and for entering 
the forest for gathering fuel for domestic use, and that out of them 529 persons 
have been sentenced to an aggregate fine of Rs. 4,485-2 .and 43 persons 
suffered rigorous imprisonment for different periods? 

{d) Are the Government considering the advisability of setting apart a 
sufficient 'quantity of pasture land in every village in the Government khas 
vuihal in Cox’s Bazar subdivision, free of charge, for the grazing of cattle ? 

(e) Have the Government considered 'the advisability of removing the 
present boundary lines of the reserved forest towards the interior of the 
forests'and of k^ping a sufficiently large space of land for grazing purposes 
between the villages and the reserved forests ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the advisability of issuing ipas^s 
for the grazing of cattle and for the gathering lof fuel in favour of families 
instead of individuals? 

(g) Are the Government also considering the advisability of issuing free 
passes for fuel for home consumption to such 'poor people as are unable to 
pay the prescribed rate? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(a) There are certain villages in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision of the 
Chittagong district for which sufficient pasture ground is not available out- 
side the reserved iorest. In such cases the villagers are authorised to graze 
cattle in the forest on tsking out the prescribed })asse8. 

(р) The inhabitants of these villages are mostly agriculturists and 
tenants of the Government estate. 

(с) Between the 19th September, 1916, and the 29th May, 1918, 88 

persons were convicted of tiffences in connection with the pasturing of cattle 
or buffaloes in the forest reserve; 2 were imprisoned and 86 were fined 
Rs. 1,380; 91 persons were convicted for the illicit removal of firewood, of 
whom 3 were imprisoned and 88 were fined Rs. 529; 382 persons were con- 
victed for illicit removal of bamboos and timber and for other breaches of 
forest regulations. 

(cf) to (ff) The charges for grazing cattle and cutting firewood in the 
Chittagong reserved forests are already very low. An annual payment of 
12 annas entitles a cultivator to graze 6 cattle in the forest and to take fire- 
wood for his domestic use. No further concessions afipear to be called for 
in regard to the grazing of cattle and removal of firewood.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; — 

XX. 

(a) Is'it a fac^t that State prisoner Mahendra Has was kept in a solitary 
cell in the Presidency Jail? 

(b) Is it a fact that he has become a lunatic and has been transferned to 
the Ber ham pore Lunatic Asylum ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ Mahendra Das was interned under the Ingress inb) India Ordinance 
in the Presidency Jail. He was not kept in solitary confinement but sissociated 
with the “ Y ” class prisoners. Order-; were passed on the 6th May, 1918, 
domiciling him outside a jail but the Superintendent of the Jai] re[)orted 
that he was not fit to go and suggested that he should be placed under obser- 
vation. The orders of domicile were, therefore, cancelled and he was sent 
to the Berhampore Asylum for oKservation. He has since been certified to 
be a lunatic and has bwn detained in the Asylum.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Akhtl Chandra Datta : — 

XXI. 

Is it a fact that State prisoner Narcndra Nath Sen is (nmfined in a soli- 
tary cell in the Presidency Jail and that he is showing symf)toms of insanity ? 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kf.rr ; — 

'■ Narendra Sen is confined as a State prisoner in the Presiile icy Jail. 
He is not in solitary contoement, and details of the system adopted in respect 
of such prisoners have on a previous occasion been explained in the Legisla- 
tive Council. His mental condition has been under enervation. ” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; — 

XXII. 

(a) Is it a fact that the Kutubdia detenus, who have been tried by the 
Special Tribunal at Chittagong, on several occasions petitioned various Gov- 
ernment officials for redress of grievances in respect of water-supply, irregu- 
lai i'ty of payment of allowance, want of winter clothing and other matters ? 


C’anc of 8Uit< 

priHOiior 

Malioudra Di 


Cftuo of SiB,U 
priKODor 
Narendra N»1 
Sell. 


The OMMI of 1 

KutobdU 

ditemu 
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(V) Is it a fact that in April last, on their way back from Calcutta, tli^ 
were subjected to ill-treatment and oppression ? 

(c) Is it a fact that on previous occasions they had been ill-treated by 
constables ? 

(c?) Is it a fact that certain instructions, which the accused in what is 
known as the “ Char Lawrence case ” had written out for their Counsel, 
were interce{)ted by the police ? 

(e) What action, if any, have the Government taken in the matter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a), (6) and (c) The detenus domiciled at Kutubdia have not submitted 
any representation to Government on the matters referred to. They have 
from time to time brought certain alleged grievances to the notice of the 
local officials, who have inquired into them. These grievances have 
been repeated in a recent trial and have been examined bv the Tribunal, 
who have found that there is no real substance in them. If responsible and 
profierly authenticated statements are furnished regarding the allegations con- 
tained in {h) and (r), doubtless a more specific reply can be given if need be. 
after inquiry into any such charges. 

{d) and (c) It is understood that when the defence pleaders interviewed 
in jail the accused referred to and obtained their instructions for their defence, 
they requested the accused to send their written statements. These statements 
were sent by the assistant jailor with the escort in a cover addressed to the 
court sub-inspector for the Superintendent of Police, whose duty it is in the 
ordinary course to censor all letters written by the accused before despatch 
The court sub-inspector received the cover, and after reading the assistant 
jailor’s covering note, sent the papers to the Superintendent ol Police tor his 
orders. The Superintendent of Police at once passed them and sent them 
back to the Court, but the defence pleaders declined to receive them. The 
pim-edure was in accordance with the present routine, and Government do 
no* propose to take any action in the matter.” 


By the Hon’ble BAnu AKpir. Chanpra Datta ; — 

XXIII. 

(а) Is it a fact that the Guru-Training School of Sarail has been trans- 
ferred to Brahmanbaria ? 

(б) If so. what is the reason for the transfer? 

(c) Will the Government be {ileased to state the estimated expenditure 
involved in the transfer ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ (a) No. The school has been removed temporarily to Comilla and will 
be transferred to Brahmanbaria when the buildings required have been con- 
structed. 

(ft) The transfer has been decided on for the following reasons The 
school at Sarail was built for only 20 gurus and has no accommodation for 
the head master, whereas under the scheme for guru-training schools approved 
by Government there should be class and hostel accommodation for 40 gurus 
besides quarters for the head master. The site at Sarail is moreover small, 
there being not enough space for drill, while extension is impossible. Suffi- 
cient space will be available at Brahmanbaria, where the gum-training 
school will also have the advantage of being under the direct supervision <rt 
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Deputy Inspector and Sub-Inspector of Schools and of being able to draw 
da more local schools for teachers to train. 

(c) The estimated cost of the land is Rs. 3,859 and of the buildintrs 
Rs. 29,700.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 

XXIV. 

( a ) Are the Government aware of the existence of a strong feeling Abolition of th( 
that the Munsif’s courts at Kasba in the district of Tippera should not be 
abolished and that the iurisdiction of the said courts, as it now stands, after KmU.*" ** 
the transfer of forty villages to the Sadar subdivision by the Government 
Notification No. 890 J., of the 26th February, J918, should he extended 

by the inclusion of such new area as may be more suitable for the Kasba 
chauki than for any other centre 1 

(b) Are the Government also aware of a strong feeling that if the aboli 
tion of the Kasba chauki be considered unavoidable, the present mutilated 
area, of Kasba should be transferred to the Sadar subdivision in preference 
to Brahmanbaria or to the new subdivision proposed to be opened ? 

(c) What decision, if any, has been arrived at on this question ? 

(d) Arc the Government considering the desirability of consulting public 
opinion on this question before taking any final steps?’ 


An.cwer by the Hon’ble Mr. Dttval : — 

(a) and (ft) Government have received no representations in the 
matter. 

(c) No decision has been reached ; the views of the High Omrt and the 
public are awaited. 

The views of the public on the scheme for the ripening of a new sub- 
division in^the Tippera district were invited in the Government memoran- 
dum No. 2707 P-, of the 4th April last. Any changes that may be made in 
ci\i] court juri.sdiction will fie made as part of this scheme and representa- 
tions in the matter should be submitted at this stage.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; — 

XXV 

(«) Will the Government be- pleased to state what effect has been given Appointmeot of 
U. the Bengal Government. Municipal Department, Notification No 62 T — 

San., dated the 4th October, 1915 t and Sanituy 

(ft) Will the Government be pleased to lav on the table a statement 
siiowing — 

(?") the classes and number of Health Officers and Sanitary Inspec- 
tors employed in each of the municipalities of the Raishahi 
Division, • •' 

(it) when these officers were appointed, and 

(tit) whether these appointments were made in accordance with the 
rules prescribed ? 
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* 1 ^ 

(c) if the appointments were not made in acoordanoe with the.rttlee, wUl 
the (jk>vemment be pleased to state the reasons for sanctioning the appoint- 
ments t 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mallev : — 
“ A statement is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley in the ansivers to qiies- 
t tion No. XXV {nnatarred) asked by the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan 

Chaudhuri. 


Name or Municiia- 

MTY. 

ClaM and iiuiiibor of Health 
Officcra and Sanitary In8|K*c- 
toFH employed in each 
Municipality. 

When were theae 
officem appointed. 

Whether these 
appointments were 
mado in accordance 
with the rules 
prescribed. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Rampur Boalia 

One Hecond class Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

17 (h December, 
1917. 

Yes. 


One second class 

Health Officer. 

14th May, 1917 ... 

Do. 

Natore 

One second class Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

1st November, 

1916. 

Do. 

Dinajpur 

One second class 

Health Officer. 

1st December, 

1917. 

Do. 

Jalpaiguri 

One second class Sani- 
tary inspector. 

14th March, J9I4 

Do. 

Rungpur 

One first class Sani- 
tary inspector. 

3rd .Decembei’, 
1917. 

Do. 

Bogra 

One second class Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

27th July, 1917 

Do. 

Pabiia 

One second class Sani- 
tary inspector. 

2iid January, 

1917. 

Do. 

Sirajganj 

One second class Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

Ist May, 1917 ... 

Do. 

English Bazar 

One second class Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

April, 1917 

Do. 

Nawabganj 

One second class Sani- , 3rd August, 1916^ I 
tary Inspector. j 

Do. 


By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin : — 

XXVI. 

(а) Are the Government aware that in some mufassal districts 
MOdis and he-parees (shop-keepers and traders) are charging one and two 
pice discount for taking one-rupee notes in exchange for merchandise ? 

(б) Are the Government also aware that in smne oases th^ tef^in^ 
to aeli merchandise in exchai^e for one-rupee notes ? 
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(c) Are the Government aware that this is causing great hardsliip to the 
jKX>rer classes ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are consider- 
ing the desirability of instructing District Officers to take such steps as may 
be deemed advisable to put a stop to the practice ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a) to {d) The custom of charging a small discount for changing either 
notes for larger amounts or silver rupees, unfortunately prevails in regard 
to notes generally, although doubtless in respect of notes of so small a dcnomi 
nation as one rupee it especially hits the poorer classes. There have also In^en 
reports as to the unpopularity of recent issues of small denominations, and 
possibly they are not yet circulating freely. Tt is hoped that matters ma\ 
improve when the novelty of these issues wears off, and the prac tice of charg 
ing discount, which is much to be rejirehended, will be disc’ouraged as fai 
as possible.” 


By the Hon'ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin : — 

XXVII. 

Are the Government considering the desiral)ility of drawing the atten- 
tion of the Government of India to the hardship entailed on men who apply 
for 1. A. R. O. commissions, by — 

(^) the long delay which invariably occurs after the applic^ations are 
sent in, in notifying them whether they Iiave \yeen acc'epted or* 
not, and 

(//) on the other hand, the very short peiiod allowed, after they have 
been accepted or gazetted, in whic li to make their final i)repara 
tions liefore joining the unit to whicii they may have been 
posted ? 


Answer by the Hon‘ble Mk. Kki:k : — 

The Local Government are aware that complaints on these f)oints have 
been made and have biought the matter to the notice of His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Rahadi k : — 

XXVIII. 

Will the Government be f)leased to la\ on the table a copy of the state- 
ment containing the amount of fees realised each year during the last thre(‘ 
years from the pilgrims who visited Nabadwij) in the district of Nadia under 
the Puri Lodging-house Act, 1871 (Bengal Act IV of 1871), and further 
to state how the said sum has been spent ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ No fees are realised from {lilgrims under the Puri Lodging-house Act, 
lr>71 (Bengal Act IV of 1871), but fees are realised from owners of lodging- 
houses for licenses and Health Officers’ certificates. A statement showing 
the income from fees, fines, etc., under the Act, and the expenditure incurred 
during the last three years is laid on the table.” 


to tlio 1 a. U I 


Fetm rualiseJ 
from t he pilKf* 
viKiting 
Nahadwip. 
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State meni rej'er red to hij the 7/on*iZc Mu. O’Malley in his ansicer to question No, XXVIIJ 
{unstarred) asked hy the Hon hie Rai Maiiendra Chandra Mtira Hahaduk at the 
(Council Meeting of the Srd July, 1918^ showing the fees and Jines realized under the 
Lodgiru) House Act at Nahaditrip and the expenditure incurred from the Lodging House 
Fund durmg the last 3 years. 


Ueckipth. 



EXPBNDlTnnK. 
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26 

48 
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1 
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1 

1 
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Ity thr Hon'hle Rai Mahendka Chandra Mitra Rahadpr : — 

, XXIX. 

Good diiiikiut; Will the Government be pleaseil to state the number and the area of each 

; water for the tanks specially rescrveil for good drinking v atcr lor the benefit of 

P’f"rims who visit Nabadwip? 

1 1 Nabadwip. 


Answer hy the Hon'ble Mr, O’Malley ; — 

" No tanks have lieen specially reserved for the benefit of pilgrims visit 
ing Nabadwip, but one large tank and three masonry wells have been reseiwed 
by the Municipality for drinking purposes and are accessible to thf pilgrims ” 
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By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 
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XXX. V 

Will the Government l>e pleased to lay on the table a copy of the staU'- " 
ment eontaininef the amount of license fees realised each year, during the vwulorl^etc., 
last five years, from the fruit, sweatmeat, etc., vendors at the important rail- at tii<Mmporu»t 
A*ay stations of the Howrah-Amta Light Railv^’av Co., Ltd ^ railway HUtion*. 

^ • on thoilowruh' 

Ainta 
Uni 1 way. 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ A statement is laid on the table.” 


<fiteryient shoioinfj Iic**n^€ fees realised from Vendors of Ref resh ment s at stations on the 
Hon'rah Anita Litjhf RaiLfoaij referred in the an*aner to Question No. X X X \un star red) 
asked by the Hon hie Rai Mahendra Chandra Rahadur. 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra BAHADUit ■ — 

XXXI. (iocKl.lr nk- . 

Will the Covernment be pleased to state what arrangements have been for 

made by the Howrah-Amta jLight Railway Co., Ltd., for the supply gf good paMi«ooperi 
drinking water to passwigeref , - 


the Liowrsb* 
Arnt* Light 
Railway. 
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[5!tD July 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ The information asked for is given in the statement laid on the table.'' 

Stdtempni showi^ig arrcnigenients mado. bg the Howrah-Amta Light 
Railway Company., Limited^ for supply of drinki ng water to passengers 
referred in the answer to question No. XXXI jinstarred) asked by the 
Ho7i'ble Ttai Mahe^idra Cha)tdra Mitra Balmdur. 


of .sitationH 

Number 
j of water-men 

I tn ‘-ujijfl}- 

pufiHeiJKerp 

j wilb uater 

Number of | Number of 

bydranlH for , portable filterg 
UBt* of 1 for u Re of 

paHsenfverR ' pun-enpjtrR. 

1 

Number of 
iron tank 8 for 
supply of water 
to pasBenger*. 

Numfier 
of earthen 
gharrabfi con- 
taining water 
for paHBcngers 

Hfiwraii Ghat 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

] 


Howrah Maician 

... ... 

1 


1 


Kadamtala 

^ 2 

1 
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Baltikari 

• • • [ • • 
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... 
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Baiikra 

. . . ’ ... 
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81 1 a lap 


... 
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... 

1 
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] 

... 


... 
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... j 
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• . e 
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• • • 
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... ... 

... 
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1 

j 
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- j 

] 
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. . . 
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4 

.Talalsi 
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i 
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Anita 

1 
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[ 

4 


>ioTF. — At ht!it ion*' when* t lier«‘ iH no t<n\ II vvjtter-KUjtply tho .itoi tlruvs n from tank^* m tlif iic'iphhourhoocl of llie 
htiituJiiH TIuk ‘'ourt’t ot Hiij'])!} i- cu^tomuiv in tho iifi^rhliourhootl 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XXXII. 

(a) Is it a fact that (iovernment are negotiarting for the sale of the Police 
lid Hospital, Amherst Street, Calcutta? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the advisability of advertising 
the sale of this property ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr Kerr : — 

1 ) 

“ (o) Government are considering an offer made by the Marwari commu- 
nity to i>uichase the piopenty for tlie j)urposes of a charitable hospital. 

(b) If that offer is accepted the property will not be advertised for sale.” 


Coudition of 
the ladies’ 
waiting-room 
at Kanaghat 
railway station. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

, XXXIII. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the condition of the ladies’ 
waitmg room at the Ranaghat railway statiaat 

(b) Have the Gkivemment ascertained whether tbi^ room is fit to be used 

as a waiting room for />urdttnas/t/7/ ladies ? ^ 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley ; — 

* “ {a) The ladies’ waiting room at Kaoaghat station includes a bathing 

place and necessary sanitary arrangements; it is sutlicieiitly lighted and 
lairly well ventilated. Tlie Railway management state that the room is 
often dirty owing to misuse by women passengers and their children. It is 
proposed to appoint a female attendant for this station with a view to ofTect- 
ing improvements. 

(b) Yes — provided it is not misused by waiting passengers ' 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadi r : — 

XXXIV. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the following n.r 

papers ! (vrtaifi pMpcru 

111 C'OlIlKH'tlOII 

( 2 ) a copy of Mr. Addains-Williams’ report on tho Damodar flood of "itiMi.c 
1914 on which action is being taken by the Govi^rninent of ^ 

Bengal ; 

( 22 ) a copy of Mr. O. C. Lees’ report of 1889-90 (Superintending 
Engineer, South-Western Circle) as a result of whose investi- 
gation a further ten miles embankment between Lakra and 
Begua was alKilisbed in 1890 ; and 

( 222 ) a copy of the inspection report of Mr. Addams-Williams, Supei- 
intonding Engineer, on special dulty, regarding his extensive 
tour in the interior of the several villages lying in th(' spill 
area during the [leriod from tfie 23rd April to 30th April, 1918 ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (/) A copy of Mr. Addams-Williams’ rejiort of 1914 is [)laec*d on the 
table in the library. 

(ii) A copy of Mr. O. C. Lees’ report of 1890-91 is jihu'ed on the table in 
the library. 

( 222 ) A copy of the inspection report to which allusion is made is placed 
on the table in the library.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. J. Mackenzie . — 

XXXV. 

(a) Are the Government aware that a large ] 2 ortion of last sea8<in s jute Transport «f 
crop still remains in Northern Bengal owing to the scarcity of railway wagons 
eausc'd by the transfer of Eastern Bengal Railway stock to other lines ^ 

(b) Are the Government aware that the available storing and assorting 
accommodation is almost wholly taken up aPthe present time by stocks of 
old jute awaiting transport? 

(c) Are the Government aware that large quantities of jutt^ still remain 
unsold in the hands of the cultivaltors who, having already missed their maricet 
owing to the absence of transport facilities, are still unable for the same reason 
to realize their holdings at even half the rates obtained in other parts of ihe 
province where transport difficulties have not lieen so pronounced ? 

(d) Are the Government aware that unless the bulk of these stoofci is 
clearea before the end of%ext month accommodation will nati>e available for 
the harvecrt'ingi^nd iimi*etii%of the new crop? 


the jutf crop 
Ilf NorUiorn 
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(«) Will the Government be pleased to state what action, if any, th^ have 
taken or are taking to relieve the situation? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

‘ (a) and (b). The facts are as stated. 

(r) Go\ernrnent are aware that in Northern Bengal large quantities of 
last year’s jute are still in the hands of cultivators or small traders, and that 
the |)rice obtained for jute in Northern Bengal has generally been lower than 
that obtained in Eastern Bengal. The inferior price is due partly to the 
inferior quality of the jute and jtartly to difficulties of transix)rt. 

(d) Government are aware that if existing stocks are not removed during 
August and September, there will be difficulty in storing the new crop. 

(c) Steps are l)eing taken to relieve the situation by the following mea- 
sures : — 

(/) the provision of a larger nurnlx'r of broad gauge wagons .on the 
Eastern Bengal Railway, 

(n) the f)rovi8ion of improved facilities for carrying jute by rail to 
Fulchari Ghat and thence by steamer to Calcutta.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Arpn Chandra Singha ; — 

XXXVI. 

(>i) Is it a fact that the post of the Government Pleader of Noakbali fell 
vacant some time ago by the death of Babu Bankim ( liandra Bt)!-e ? 

(h) Is it also a fact that Babu Jashodakumar Ghosh, n.i.., Vakil of Noa- 
khuli, officiated in the above post during the abs('nce on leave of the said Babu 
Bankim Chandra Bose and for some time even al'tfM- his death, and tb.it be 
was a candidate for appointment to the post? 

{r) Is it also a fact that Babu Jashodakumar Ghosh olHchited in ‘he piM 
on a previous occasion after the death of Khan Baha luv Buzlal Rahim, the 
then Go\erninent Pleader, until the appointment oi Babu Bankim Chandra 
Bos(> to the same post? 

(d) Is it also a fact that Babu .Tashodakumar Ghosh acted as pleader on 
l>ehalf of the Government on several other rnc^isions in connection wi'h 
important civil suits during the incumbency of the late Khan Bahadur ? 

(e) Is it also a fact that on the jnesent occasion, although the Di^rict 
Magistrate recommended the confirmation of Babu Jasbodakum.ir Ghosh in 
the [x>st in which he was already offieikting, one Babu Hitalal Guha, a \ aki! 
of the (^aleutta High Court of five years sUinding. has been permanently 
appointed to the post? 

(/) Is it not a fact that ciltdinarily loc-al men are appointed to such posts? 

(g) Are the Government aware that in such cases the public are always 
in favour of the appointment of loctil men having knowledge of local concli- 
tions and some experience of the legal profession ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that Babu Jashodakumar Ghosh is a native of the 
district ajid has been practising at Noakhali for about fifteen years and has 
one of the largest practic'es there? 

(?) the answers to the above clauses are in thQ. affirmative, v<all the 
Goverftment birpleased to state why Babu HitothT Guh^'has been appointed 
to the post in fwo-fipwioewto Babu Jashodakuffiar GHxfthf'^ * 
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Ansi^r by the Hon’ble Mr. Dutaiis: — 

(a) Yes. 

^ {b) Yes. 

\c) Yee. 

{d) Yes. 

(e) The District Magistrate did not recommend the confirmation of Babu 
Jp.sbodakumar (xhosh in the fK>st. 

(/) There are no orders to the effect that ordinarily loc^al men should be 
appointed to the posts of Government Pleaders; hut the claims of local men 
are generally first considered. 

(9) 

(h) Yee. 

(i) Babu Hitalal (iuha was api>ointed to the post because after cHm- 
sidoring the retx)rt8 of the local officers, Government considered him more 
suitiible than Babu Jashodakiimar Ghosh and the other applicants foi the 
post. 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Arun C handra Singha 
XXXVII. 

(a) Is it a fact that there have Iwn two Munsif coin ts at Nabinagar in 
the district of Tippera for over thirty>five yc'ars and that th(se courts were 
removed to Nabinagar from Muradnagar for the convenience of the litigant 
public ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a proposal Indore the Government to abolish 
the c'hauki at Nabinagar and to remove one of the courts from there to 
Brahmanbaria and the other to C^ornilla ? 

(e) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will the (Jovernment 
be pleased to staU‘ the reasons for the projiosed alK)lition of the chauki in 
question '( 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

‘ (a) One of the Munsifs’ courts then sitting at Muradnagai was 
removed to iSabinagar in the year 1882, the grounds for the removal being 
cong^^stion at Muradnagar and the desire of the people of Nabinagar lo have 
a nninsii'i near at hand. 

The secAJiid Munsif's coint at Nabinagar, which was (‘Stabli'^h(‘d later, 
was not transferred from Muiadnagar. 

(b) There is no such [irofjos il b'^fore Government, tiovernmeul have, 
jow evei , asked the advice of the High Court as to the changes, if any, in 
civil court jurisdictions which will be desirable in the event of a new sub- 
division being created in the district of Tippera. 

(e) The question does not arise.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; — 

XXXVIII. 

(a) With regard to the announcement in the Imperial Legislative Coun- 
cil by the Hon’ble the Home Memlier on the 19th March, 19l8, in reply to 
the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Babu Surendra .Nath Bancrji — 

(t) than an Advisory Committee will be app )inted to inquire into and 
report u[)on the cases of all political pr isoners under the Delence 
1 of India Act and Bengal Regulation III of 1818, and - 
that non-o® 9 jal visitors would be appointed to visit -^fULb prisoners 
an4^ rep 9 ft^jl 3 |>on "their health oondition^an^f^jjjtther jnatters, 


\ l>olitioit of 
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will the Government be pleased to state Wfeat afrangements ^ave been autde 
to give effect to this announcement both as regards the appointment of the 
Advisory Committee and of non-ofBcial visitors ? 

(fj) Will the Government be pleased to state the names of the members of 
the Advisory Committee and of the non-official visitors, district by district ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have started 
work; if so, from what date? 

S If any reports have beea submitted by them, will the Government be 
to lay the same on the table? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ As announced in a communique, on the 11th June, the Governor in 
Council has appointed a Committee consisting of Sir Narayan Ganesh 
('handavarkar and Mr. Justice Beachcroft to advise him regarding the 
cases of persons in Bengal restrained under the Defence of India Rules and 
Regulation HI of 1818. Non-ofticial visitors have bt'en apjminted for all 
jails in which State prisoners are restrained, and a statement giving their 
names is laid on the table; as regards detenus under the Defence of India 
Act, District Magistrates have been instructed to arrange for a selected non- 
official gentleman to visit every person who is interned in a foreign domicile, 
as occasion may offer and the need may arise, but the personnel may vary 
from time to time and standing committees are not contemplated. Reports 
have been received from some of these gentlemen, and while suitable oppor- 
tunity will 1)0 taken from time to time' of making known their general 
tenour, it is not considered desiral>le to lay individual reports on the table 
or to publish the names of the gentlemen by whom they were submitted ” 


Statement referred to hi/ the Hon'hle Mr. Kerr in his answer to question 
No. XA'A'l'/lf (nnsturred) asked hi/ the Hon'hle Rai Raoiia Charan 
Pal BAIlADtrR at the Council Meeting of the 3rd Julg, lt>lS. 

Statement of Non«ofnolal tfantleman appointed as Visitors to 

State prisoners. 


Jail 

Presidency 
Alipore Central 

Hoo^dily 

Dacen 

Chittagen^ 

Miduapore 

Kajshalii 

Berhamiiore 

Darjeeling^ 


Sftnies. 

Mr. P. C. Ml tier. 

Mr. R. D. Mehtn. 

The Hon l>Le Ivai I)ebeiider Cbunder 
Gliose l^aliadur. 

Raja Ris’hikesli Law. 

The Iloirble Rai Maheiidra Chandra 
Mitra Haliadar. 

Maiilvi Mazharu) Anwar Chaudhuri. 

Babu ReV)ati Mohan Das. 

Rai Lai it Molian Chattarji Bahadur. 

Rai Upend ra Lai Rai Bahadur. 

Babu Durga Das Dutt. 

Babu Atul Behari Singh. 

Bal)u Radha Govinda Pal. 

Dr. Kedareswar Acharji. 

Babu Mohendra ^ Kumar Shaha 
Chaudiiuri. 

Babu Khetra Nath Pal. 

Babu Satyendra Nath Bagchi. 

Mr. R. C. Sxiktil. 

Biibu Bepin Behari Chattarji. 




- _ h ^ ■ 

and «fT 

*^ n 

|fcai6 fiim'ble ftAi lUmzA CiiARA^/^ BaHAQUR 

, ,.;'‘ii'xkxix. "' ' ' ' " 

^ Will flie Government be pleased to state what action has been take# or c..# of rf***,. 

taken in the matter of the dStenu Jyotish Chandra Ghosh, who has 
beini declared by medical experts to be suffering from insanky » 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The State prisoner Jyotish Chandra Ghosh is kill detained in tHe 
Berbampur Lunatic Asylum pending an improvement in his mental condition.” 


% 

By the Hon’ble Rai Raoha Charak Pal Bahadur : — 


XL. 


In view of the present scarcity of cloth, are the Government considering Uuvirai of 
the desirability of instituting an inquiry into the possibility of reviving tidi^nonn 
indigenous charka for the spinning of yarns? 


Mpitining of 
3^ru(i. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kkrr : — 

“ Government have instituted the inquiry suggested bv the Hon’ble 
Member.” 

By The Hon’ble Rai Raoha Charan Pal Bahadur ; — 

XLI. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the area under cotton culti- Cottoo 
vation in Bengal, its annual output and quality? cultivation iu 

Bengal. 

(ft) Is there any truth in the statement that Dacca cotton was very abund- 
ant in the 18th centuryiand was of a superior quality? 

(r) Have the Government considered the question whether the cultiva- 
tion of cotton will pay in this province and, if so, what steps are they taking 
for introducing cultivation in suitable areas ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) The estimated area under cotton in Bengal in the year 1917-18 
was 71,230 acres, — nearly all in the hill areas of the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
and of Hill Tippera; a veiy small area being also sown in Bankura and Mid- 
napore districts. The estimated outturn was 18,854 bales of 400 lbs. The 
cotton is of short staple, the climatic conditions being unfavourable to the 
production of cotton of first-rate quality. ^ 

(6) The cotton grown in the north of Dacca district in the 18th century 
is stated by Dr. Roxburgh in Flora Indica to have been more abundant and 
<^f better quality than the cotton which is grown now. Innumerable attempts 
have been made since the middle of the 19th century to grow long-stftpled 
cotton in Bengal ; but every attempt in the plains has so far been a railure. 

(c) The subject is under the consideration of Government.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

XLII. 

{a) Are the Government aware that there is great hardship amongst •f 

the people on account of scarcity of cloth and its high prices ? 

{b) What measaim do the < Government contemplate taking in this coq,- r 
necdon?,.,. ' ' . 
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(c) Will the Government be pleased- to state what quantity of cotton 
yams are imported to Bengal from other provinces in India and also from 
foreign countries and also state the value of Government imports? 

Answer by the Hon’l)le Mk. Kerr ; — 

“ (a) Yes. 

n The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to qjuestion No. 2 
y the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar at this meeting of 
the Council. 

(c) A statement giving the information required is laid on the table.” 

Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mb. Kerk in his ansiver to question 
No. XLIT innstnrred) ashed by the Hoti'hic Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur at the Councit Meeting of the 3rd July, 1918. 

IMPORTS OK COTTON TWIST AND YARN INTO BENGAL. 



Cotton twist and yarn, Forrlgu. 

j Cotton twist and yarn. Indian. 


Tkar. 

By 1 ail and | 

river. 

1 

By atiB foreign. I 

1 

By sea coast-* ' 
wise. 

By rail and 
river. 

By sea roast* 
wise 

Total. 


lllH 

i IllH. 

llm. 

lIlH. 

10b. 

IbH 

1913-14 

(prf- war year) 


11.055,84a5 

3(*»,218 

: 10,511,835 

12,096,447 

1 

1 34,88*2,626 

I9lfi-17 

3,201,4(18 

1 1 

7,744 098 1 

1 

1,04,914 

1 

18,978,295 

2,813,208 

1 3*2,842, .*<23 

1 

1917-18 

1 

' 4,751,424 

5,557,%7 

47,074, 

23,725,934 

1 

139,028 

34,221,427 

I 


There weru imporlH of ciUloii twiHt or yarn on (ioverntneiit account. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

XLIII. 

In view of the uncertaintv of a market for jute and rice, are the Govern- 
ment considering the advisability of issuing instructions for the cultivation 
of any other crop, in addition to jute and rice, which may be of national 
importance during the war and also of benefit to the agriculturists ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ Government have called for opinions with a view to considering the 
desirability of encouraging a more extensive cultivation of (1) cotton with 
a view to facilitating local manufacture of cotton goods, and (2) rahi food 
crops with a view to diminishing the need for import by railway. 

These questions will be discussed at a meeting of the Provincial Agri- 
cultural Association on the 4th July.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

XLIV. 

{a) Is it a fact that owing to the difficulty of transport there is a glut of 
rice in the rice-growing districts? 

(5) Do the Government contemplate taking measures for its export 
to districts or provinces where rice is lees abundant ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

” Rice is plentiful in all districts, but, so far as is known at present 
there is a serious glut only in Birbhum, and to a less extent in Midnapore. 
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■ The Director of Civil Supplies is taking steps to deal with the situation 
these districts, but the question is, of course, conditioned by the available 
wagon supply.” 


By the Hon’ble RaI Rajjha Charan Pal Bahaditr : — 

XLV. 

Will the Government be pleased to lav on the table a statement showing 
the number of dacoities, armed or otherwise, which took place in Bengal in 
May, 1918. ^ 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

The number of dacoities, armed or otherwise, which took place in 
Bengal in May, 1918, and were reported to the |)olice was seventy-one. ” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

XLVI. 

(а) Will the Government be ])leased to state what special j)rovision has 
been made for the education of indigent and backward ctmimunities in 
Bengal ? 

(б) Do the Government make any grant to any sfK'iety for the purpose '' 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

(«) Provision has been made for the following recurring exi)enditure ; — 

(/) The exfiansion and improvement of education among Sonthnls in 
the Burdwau Divisum L’s. ];>,257 per annum. 

(//) ’1 he education of the children of labourers employed in tea 
gardens, Rs. 10,492 jier annum. 

{in) d'he education of factory children Rs. 6,480 f»er annum. 

{'It') Provision of special facilities for the elementary education of the 
children of fishermen in the district of Dacca Rs. 345 i>er annum. 

{v) Improved educational facilities in the (xilonisation areas in the 
Sunderbans, Rs. 2,004 jier annum. 

{I'i) Provision of educational facilities for children of indigenous 
dais, Rs. 5.400 per annum. 

(vii) Elementary education of hill tribes in Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Rs. 20,000 per annum. 

{rdii) Scholarships for backward classes, Rs. 2,000 per annum. 

1‘ urt her details will be found in C hapter XI of the Rej>ort on Pnigress of 
Education in Bengal 1912-13 to 1916-17 (Fifth Quinquennial Review) bv 
Mr. Hornell, a cof)y of which has Ijeen laid on the library table. 

{b) Yes.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan I’al Bahadur : — 

XLVII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether there are any restric- 
*.*chwls” admission of scholars of pure Indian descent to European 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

The restrictions imposed on the admission of non-Europeans in Euro- 
pe^ ^hools m tenM of clauses (c) and (d) of Article 7 of the European 
bchool Code are applicable in the case of scholars of pure Indian descent. 
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They are— 

(1) No grant is made on account of non-European scholars who have 

not adopted European habits of life. 

(2) No schcKil is eligible for a grant under the European School Code 

in which the number of non-Europeans exceeds 15 per cent, of 
the total number of scholars or such smaller percentage as the 
local Government may. by special order, prescribe for any parti- 
cular school or place.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

XLVIII. 

Having regard to the increasing number of kidnapping cases for immoral 
purposes, what special steps are the. Government taking to put down the evil ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The matter is under the consideration of Government in connection 
with a leport recently received from the Commissioner of Police. 

The Hon’ble Member is doubtless aware that a Bill which was dedgned) 
to confer a greater degree of protection to girls was introduced in the Imperial 
Council before the w^ar and is still pending there.” 

By the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; — 

XLIX. 

(<7^ Will the Government be pleas<‘d to state whether the Commissioner 
of Police has organised a traffic police to regulaU' the traffic in the northern 
f)art of the town, especially in the Barabazar, Jorabagan and Kumertolly 
sections ? 

(b) Are the Government aware that the obstruction of roads continues 
without any abatement, carters and others unnecessarily leaving their carts 
and goods for long periods on the streets and foot-paths without the slightest 
regard for the public convenience? 

(r) Are the Government also aware that this is done in the presence of 
the beat constables, who complacently allow' the obstruction to continue ? 

{d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is not possible 
to employ mounted police or some superior staff of officers to see that the' 
beat constables do their duty ? 


Answ’er by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

” (a) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to the question 
which he put on this subject at the meeting of this Council held on the 13th 
December, 1915. Since then the Commissioner of Police has prepared a 
scheme for traffic police throughout the Calcutta Police District; but the 
scheme, which necessarily entails a large increase of force and considerable 
expenditure, is being withheld until financial conditions improve and until 
the Commissioner is able to recruit up to the strength already sanctioned. 

(b) There is no doubt tliat considerable obstruction of roads takes place, 
in the northern part of the town in Sf)ite of prosecutions. Without widening 
the roads and providing suitable cart spaces the portions of the tovm specially 
referred to will invariably be obstructed, no matter what steps the police 
tJike to regulate traffic. 

{c) No. A large number of cases are sent up against persons responsible- 
for causing obstruction ; the majority of these are reported by the beat oon- 
sta’oles. '' 
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{d) It is not possible to employ any extra staff for supei^asion owine to 
financial strin^ncy and the shortage of men both Indian and European* 
Xh6 stBif of patrol in this part of tht* havti has, however, hccn kpta 

at its full strength; somewhat to the detriment of work elsewhere.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal BAH\m-H ; — 


L. 


(a) Is it a fact that the Inspectors of Police attached to the Shampukur, Aiu-ge<i ^^ulc• 
Jorabagan, Burtola, Barakwizar, Jorasanko and Sukeas Street thanas in iV"j,eotor» of 
Calcutta are required to attend daily to hear the report of the Deputy (M'rtain thauas 
Commissioner of Police. Northern section, at Jorabagan at 10 a.m. and that »tteiiditig to 
they have to wait there till about 3 p.m. ? oTthe oJpSty 


(61 Is it a fact that a report of all cases is made once to the Assistant 
Commissioner, Northern Division (Town), between 10 a.m. and 12 noon and 
once again to the Dejiuty Commissioner, Northern Division, between 1 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. ? 


(r) Are the Government aware that a g(K>d deal of time is thus spent hy 
a large number of police officers and that they find themselves considerably 
handicapped in their investigation work ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of modifying the 
present system of hearing reports ? 


(e) Are the Government awane that Sir Frederick Halliday, Messrs. 
Bignell, Showers, James, Barnard, Sir John Lambert a.nd other Commis- 
sioners of Police, Calcutta, heard reports of all cases of all the thanas. in 
Calcutta and suburbs, in a room (with open doors) at Lall Bazar in which the 
public, the friends and relations of accused persons, as well a,s the lawyers, 
nad always an access ? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the f)ublic and even the friends 
and relations of accused f>ersons are not allowed an access to the rej)ort rcx>m 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Police at Jorabagan, where he hears reports 
of cases with closed doors? 


(q) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons which have led 
tf> a departure from the old practice of hearing reports? 


Answer by the Plon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a) The officers in charge of the police sections named are required 
to attend at Jorabagan at 10 a.m. for reports on those days on which they 
have cases to put up. It is not a fact that they are detained till 3 p.m. daily. 

(6) No. The Deputy Commissioner only hears thos<* cases in which it 
is necessary for him to pass orders of remand or discharge. He does not 
hear those cRses which are sent up at once to the Magistrate or coiiij)aratively 
unimportant cases which are under inquiry. 

{(•) and (d) Some time is spent by fiolice officers at reports which might 
otherw i.se be spent in investigation, but orders have been issued by the Com- 
miBsioner of Police that not more time than is absolutely necessary is U> be 
spent at reports. The arrangements in force are designed to s^ure this 
object, and Government do not propose to fetter the discretion of the Com- 
missioner of Police in the matter. 

(«) It is not a fact that reports of all cases of all f)olice sections of the 
town and suburbs were heard oy the Commissioners named at Lai Bazar, 
but these officers heard reports of important cases at Lai Bazar under the 
conditions described. 

(/) and (g) The Hon’ble Member is referred b) the reply given to the 
Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq at the meeting of th<* Council held on 
the 4th ApnL 
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Pay aod 
allowaoMH 
of Mr. J. T. 
Hutne, Public 
Proaeoutor, 


Icale of foo 
,iveii to private 
iractitionerH 
or condiioUng 
Jovoriimont 
aaes, 


'umber of 
, oveniment 
jtseH coiiduclcd 
y private 
raotiliuuerH 
at ween 1908 
j\d 1917. 


the Hon’ble Rai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadctr ; — 

LI. 

(a) Will the Government kindly state on what pay and allowance 
Mr. J. T. Hume was appointed by Government as Public Prosecutor of 
Calcutta in May, 1907, when the res|X)n8ibility for criminal prosecutions in 
C-alcutta was withdrawn from the Government Solicitor? 

(b) What is his present pay and allowance? 

(c) Is there any age-limit to his retirement? 

(d) On what pay and allowance did Babu Suresh Chandra Mitra and 
Rai Tarak Nath Sadhu Bahadur officiate for Mr. J. T, Hume as Public 
Prosecutor of Calcutta in the years 1911 and 1913, respectively ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Duval : — 

“ (a) Pay Rs. 1,000 a month with a conveyance allowance of Rs. 50 a 
month. 

(b) Pay Rs. 1,000 a month plus a personal allowance of Rs. 500 a month 
and conveyance allowance as before. 

(c) No. 

(rf) Durii^ the absence of Mr. Hume from the Police C’ourt in 1910-11 
Babu Suresh Chandra Mitra was jiaid at the rate of Rs. 700 a month for 
conducting Government cases, and during his absence in 1913 Rai Tarak 
Nath Sadhu Bahadur was paid at the rate of Rs. 800 a month. 


By the Hon’ble Rat Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

LTI. 

What is the usual scale of fee that is given to {)rivate practitioner.s for 
conducting Government cases — 

(t) in the Bankshall Street Police Court, and 

(u) in the Jorabagan Police Court? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

“ The ordinary daily fee for conducting a case is 
(i) at Bankshall Street, Rs. 17, and 
(it) at Jorabagan. Rs. 25.” 


By the Hon’ble Rat Radha Charan Pai, Bahadur ; — 

LIII. 

Will the Government be pleased U) lay on the table a statement showing, 
year by year — 

(?) the total number of Government cases which were made over to 
private practitioners and conducted by them between the years 
1908 and 1917, and 

(?•?) the total amount of fees paid to the private practitioners during 
the said f)eriod ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

“ (i) and (**) Government are not prepared to undertake the compila- 
tion of these statistics as they consider that the labour and trouble involved 
would be incommensurate with the results.” 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 


LIV. 

(a) How many Court Inspectors and 
attached to — 

(i) Bankshall Street Police Court, 

(ii) Jorabagan Police Court, and 
(m) the Juvenile Court 

in Calcutta 1 


Sub- Inspectors are there Number of 

Court Inspoctorii 
and Sub- 
Inapeotora 
attached to 
certain Court* 
ill Calcutta. 


(b) Will the Gk)vern merit be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the pay and allowance that is given to each Court Inspector and 
Sub-Inspector in the said Courts ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Duval : — 

“ (a) and (b ) — 

(?) Bankshall Street Police Court — 

One inspector, pay Rs. 2r»0 

Cd ivcyaiicv 
allow Miict*. 

Hs. 

25 

One sub-inspector, pay Ks. ITf) 

20 

Two sub-inspectors, }>ay Rs. 150 

20 

(t?) Jorabagan Court — 

One inspector, }>i\y Ks. 300 

25 

One inspector, pay Rs. 250 

25 

One sub-inspector, pay Rs. 175 

20 

One sub-insp«H;tor, pay Ks. 140 

20 

{Hi) Juvenile Court — 

One Hub-iiisp4^ct<»r, pay He. 175 

20 


Inspectors and sub-inspectons attached to the courts in Calcutta are 
graded with other officers oi their rank in the Calcutta Police and draw pay 
accordingly. The statement shows the pay actually drawn by the oflBcers 
employed in these courts at present.'" 

By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

LV. 

(a) In regard to the reply to my interpellation at the meeting of the of unenu 
Council on the 14th March last inquiring, among other things, whether the Moinni Mobau 
father of Mohini Mohan Samanta submitted a representation to the Secre- 

tary to the Government of Bengal, Political Dejiartment, on the 4th February, 
that no petition dated the 4th February, 1918, was received from the 
father of Mohini Mohan Samanta, will the Government lie pleased to state 
whether such petition was not received from the elder brother of the detenu ? 

(b) If so, what steps have been taken w ith reference to the said petition ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what action has been taken 
on the persistent complaints made by Mohini Mohan Samanta of spitting of 
blood, loss of weight and emaciation and on his representations to have 
his case diagnosed in the Medical College hospital or before a Medical Board 
in Calcutta? 

(d) Have the Government considered whether a bacteriological eramina- 
tion of his case in the Medical College hospital is called for ? 
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* 

(e) Is it a fact that MxAini Mohan Samanta came from Birbhum to 
Calcutta for diagnosis and treatment in the Medical College hospital as 
recommended by the Civil Surgeon of Birbhum, but was suddenly ordered 
back? If so, why? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) and (6) No such petition dated the 4th Ffibruary, 1918, was 
received from the brother of Mohini Mohan Samanta. Mohini Samanta was 
convicted and sentenced to 2 months’ simple imprisonment on the 2nd Febru- 
ary, 1918. 

(c), (d) and (e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the rommuniquS 
issued by Government and published in the papers on the 23rd January, 1918.” 


Bv the Hon’ble Ra[ Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 


jate of dStsnu 
kiohini Mohan 
iamantu. 


x-i V a . 

(a) Is it a fact that the father or elder brother of Mohini Mohan Samanta 
petitioned the Government to allow the widowed sister of the deUnv to live 
with him in order to look after his health and nurse him? 


(i) Has the petition l>een granted ? 

(r) If not, why not? 

(d) Is it a fact that he was granted an allowance of Rs. 40 per month, 
and that subsequently the same was reduced to Rs. 30 ? If so, will the Govern- 
ment kindly state the reason ? 

{e) Is it a fact that the Civil Surgeon of Suri recommended that he 
might be sent to the Medical College at Calcutta for examination? If so, 
was it done? If not, will the Government kindly state why the Civil 
Surgeon’s recommendation was not carried out? 

(^) Is it a fact that the Civil Surgeon re{)orted that the dHevu was suffer- 
ing from nervous debility and ref;ommend^ that he should he sent to a 
healthier place and that in consequence lie was removed from Birbhum to 
Char Lawrence ? 


{g) Is Char Lawrence a healthy place? 

(A) Is there any truth in the statements that he made liefore the Special 
Tribunal that when he went to Char Lawrence on the 8th April, at about 
2-30 P.M., he found the house had been converted into a privy ; that he could 
not clear it out himself and so he could not live there , that he had nothing to 
eat on the day he arrived ; that on the next day he took chira : that on the 
way from the shop he found Sarat Sen, Inspector, in a room surrounded by 
other dHenvs; that he peeped from outside and that as soon as Sarat saw him 
he asked him to come inside; that he told him that he had not taken rice on 
the 8th and also on the 9th ; and that Sarat then asked him whether there 
were no other arrangements ? 

(/) Were these statements challenged in Court? If not, why not? 

{')) Is it a fact that Mohini was removed from Char Lawrence on the 
8th April last and that he had no rice on the 8th as' well as the 9th ? 

{k) Is it a fact that he wms subsequently prosecuted on a charge of 
taking his meal on the 10th April with another detenu, named Sudhir Kumar 
Roy? 

{1) Is it a fact that the written instructions of Mohini to his* Counsel 
were seized by the police and that Mohini complained before the Special 
Tribunal that the police seized them in order to prepare their case ? 



Questions and Answers. 656 

. (m) Is it a fact that Babu Upendra Lfil Ray. from his place in the 
Special Tribunal, observed that he saw the papers had been kept for one 
hour at least and that the Court Inspector read them before offering to hand 
them over and that the Inspector was reading them in Court? 

(n) If the answer to clause (m) be in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment kindl}' state — 

(t) why. 

(ii) under whose instructions, and 
(iii) under what authority 

the police seized the instruction papers of Mohini and other under-trial 
prisoners before the Special Tribunal at Chittagong? 

(o) What steps are the Government taking to prevent the interception 
of instruction papers of detenus and other accused persons in future ? 

(p) Do the Government pro|K)8e to send back Mohini to Char Lawrence 
after his term of imprisonment is over? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ («), (&) and {<•) The father of Mohini Sumanta petitioned that his 
widowed s?.ster might lx* allowed to live with his son and nurse him. The 
petition was refused lx?cause there was no necessity for nursing, atnl it was 
considered undesirable that his relatives should live with him. 

{d) His allowance was reduced from Rs. 40 to Rs. 30 on hiiS transfer t . 
Birbhum. as the Magistrate reported that Rs. 40 was excessive having regard 
to the cost of living in that district. 

(e), (/) and (g) The Hon’ble Memlier is referred to the cinnmuviqvJ- 
issued by Government on the 5th May, 1018. 

(/v). (r), (j) and (X*) These questions jiresumably refer to the second 
trial of Mohini Samanta Government have no information that any such 
allcgaticns were made by Mohini Sarnanta ; on the cojitrary, the judgment of 
the Tribunal specificallv states that “ the accused made no statement as 
regards the facts and did not i ross-examine.’" The judgment also states 
" Thef^e [lolice officers have also proved that there was no excuse for accused 
behaving as they did, as they were well provided with all necessaries or could 
obtain them without any difficulty. 

{() (m), (n) and (o) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer 
given to clauses (fi), (?), (?) and (A-). 

(p) The question of the treatment of Mohini Sarnanta on the corn lusion 
of his sentence has not yet arisen.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Am Khan CHAt nHrTRr — 

LVII. 

(а) Is it a fact that for the last two terms five Muhammadans have been 
nominated by the Government to be Commissione-s of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration ? 

(б) If so will the Government be pleased to state the reasons which led 
the Government this year to appointt four Muhammadan Commissioners only ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government have done so because one Muliam- 
madan has been elected a Commissioner? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) No. Four Muhammadans were appointed by Government in 1912 
when one Muhammadan was elected a Commissioner, and five in 1915 when 
no Muhammadan was elected. 


Nomination of 
Muhammadan 
Municipal 
Comni^iortors ti 
the Calcutta 
Corporation. 
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(b) and ic) One Muhammadan Commissioner having been elected, four 
were appointed by Government so as to make the representation of Muham- 
madans on the Corporation the sajpe a? it has been for the last six years.” 


By the Hon’ble Me. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhitri ; — 


Appointment of 
MuhamniadanB 
in the office 

of tbe 

Superintending 
Engineer, 
South- Wefitern 
Circle 


LVIIl. 

{n) Will the Government be pleased to state whether two posts of clerks 
rec«nitly fell vacant in the office of the Superintending Engineer, South- 
Western Circle, Public Works liepartment, Calcutta? 

(6) Is it a fact that these vacancies were filled up by Hindus, though 
there is not a single Muhammadan clerk in the office? 

(c) Is there a rule which requires that at least one-third of the appoint- 
ments in a Government Department should be filled up by Muhammadans ? 

{d) Will the Government be pleased to state the reason why the posts 
were not given to Muhammadans ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (fl) Yes, the first in September, 1916, and the other in March, 1918. 

{h) No; it is incorrect to say that there is not a single Muhammadan clerk 
in the office. 

(c) The Circular to which the Hon’ble Member evidently refers lays 
down that the proportion of one-third is the standard to attain which s))fci<al 
efforts should be made. 

{d) Of the two vacant posts one was given to a Muhammadan.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. M” Ashraf Ali Khan Chauijhuri ; — 


Appointiiient of 
A Muhanimadau 
officer to act sb 
the Aaeistant 
Director of 
Public 

Instruction for 

Muhammadan 

Education. 


LIX. 

In connection with the answer given to Question No. XLII asked by the 
Tlo’i’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem at the meeting of the Council on the 5‘h March, 
1918, will tlie Government be pleased to state whether, in view of the shortage 
of officers of the Indian Educational Service during the war, Government arc 
considering the question of the suitability of appointing a Muhammadan 
officer of the Provincial Educational Service to act as the Assistant Director 
of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ A statement will be made in reply to the resolution on the subject 
which is to be moved by the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri ; — 


Aoquiaitior) of 
the Lai Bag 
market and 
attached Jumma 
Muejid at 
Rangpur by the 
Raugpur College 
Committee. 


LX 

(а) Is it a fact that the Lai Bag market with its Jumma Musjid at Eang- 
pur, which is situated at a rdspectable distance from the college premises and 
the income of which market is dedicated to purely religious purposes for the 
upkeep of the mosque, was left out in the original plan of land acquisition 
submitted by the Rangpur College Committee to the Government? 

(б) Is it a fact that the College Committee have, subsequently sent up to 
Government a proposal to acquire the said Lai Bag .market for the college ? 
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Amawer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) and (b) Proposals for acquiring an area of 13 bighas 2 cottahs and 
3 chitaks, known as the Lalhaerh Hat, hn* tiie extension of the compound of 
the college have been received by Government and are under consideration.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri . — 

LXI. 

{a) Are the Government aware — 

{%) that two students of the Rangpur Zilla Sch(x>l, namely, Abdul 
Hamid, of class X, and Dahluddin Ahmad, of class VII, have 
been rusticated by the orders of the Head Master of that schcH>l 
without any reasonable grounds and without the boys being 
heard in their defence; 

{ii) that the boys were given the alternative of either applying for 
transfer certificates or of being rusticated, witli this further 
condition that even if they adopted the former course the 
column under the heading “ Conduct ” would be filled uf) with 
the remark Unsatisfactory ;” 

(ni) that the boys agreed to apply for transfer but wanted a few days’ 
time to send for money from their home, hut the Head Master 
refused to gnant them time and immediately struck their names 
off the school register and ordered them not to attend school 
from that date; and 

(ir) that a few days before the boys were so expelled the Hindu boys 
of the school were going to stage a drama, “ Prithwiraj,” that 
the Muhammadan boys, considering that the staging of the said 
drama w^ould be hurtful to Muhammadan feelings, petitioned 
the Collector of the district to intervene, and that on their 
petition the Collec’tor stopped the staging of the drama? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state* whether they approve of the 
action taken by the Head Master ? 

(c) If not, what sU*ps are they taking in the matter ? 


Answer by the Hon ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

‘‘ (a) (i) The two students in question were rusticated by the ordeis of 
the Managing Committee of the Rangpur Zilla School, and not of the Head 
Master. A copy of the orders is placed on the table. 

(ii) A copy of the proceedings of the meeting of the Managing Com 
mittee held on the 1st May, 1918, is laid on the table. 

(Hi) Government have no information on this point. 

{iv) Some days previously there had been friction between the Hindu 
Rnd Muhammadan boys over a rehearsal of a r(*citati( >n by the Hindu boy.s of 
some ^ssages froiB the play ” Prithwiraj,” at which it was alleged that 
5ome Hindu boys produced a shoe to rejjresent the Koran. On being 
informed, the President of the Managing Committee, who was also the Dis- 
trict Magistrate, instructed the Head Master that the recitation should not 
take place. 

(b) and (c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to 
<}uestion (a), (i). Government do not propose to intervene.” 


Rustication of 
two acliool 
boys from tho 
Uau>(piir Zillt 
School 
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Orders of the Managing Committee of the Zilla School, Rdngpur, 
referred in the anstver to question Wo, LX I {unstarred). 

Dalil Uddin Ahmed, son of .lesavat Ulla Sarkar of Bona tala village*, 
Gaibanda thana, Rangpur district, a slndent of class VJI of the Rangpur 
Zilla School, is rusticated for a period of two months with effect from 3rd 
May, 1918, for having been strongly suspected ot‘ having taken part in the 
school Baraswati Sacrilege case. 

J. N. Gupta, Ijmesh Chandra Haldar, 

Magistrate- President. Secretary to t}>e Managing Committee, 

Rangpur Zilla School. 


Orders of the Managing Committee of the Zilla School, Rgngpur, 

District Rangpur. 

Abdul Hamid Miah, son of Hossain Ulla Miah. of Naukar village, 
Mithapukur thana, Rangpur district, a student of class X of tlic Rangpur Zilla 
School, is rusticated for ^ period of two months with effect from the 3rd May, 
1918, for having been strongly suspected of having taken part in the school 
Saraswati Sacrilege case. 


,1. N. Gupta, Umesh Chandra Haldar, 

Magist rate- President . Secretary to the Managing Committee, 

Rangpur Zilla School. 


Proceedings of a meeting of the Managing Committee of the Rangpur 
Zilla School held at 8 a.m. on the 1st May, 1918, referred in the answer 
to question Wo. LX I (unsiarred). 

The IST May. 1918. 

thp: rangpur zilla school. 


Present : 

i\. N. Gupta. M. A.. I.C.S., District Magistrate ... President 

Moiilvi Talim Uddin Ahmed, Tariqul Alam, M.A.. B.L.. ^ 

Deputy Magistrate ... ... ...\ Members. 

Babu Kalika Charan Roy, Assistant Heoil Master ... J 

Babu Umesh Chandra Haldar, M.A., b.t.. Head Master Vice-Presidnet 

and Secretary • 

Considered the steps to be taken in connection with the Saraswati 
incident in the interest of the school discipline. Read the report of the 
Superintendent of Police and » 

Resolved that either Hamid Uddin of class X aoid Dalil Uddin Ahmed 
of class VII of this school should voluntarily leave it within twenty-four 
hours or they will be rusticated for two months each. 


J. N. Gupta, 
Magistrate-President. 
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By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

LXII. 

Will the Government be pleased to mention, district by district — 

(z) the places where buildings have been "constructed in Bengal 
(excluding Calcutta) for the Police Department during the 
period April, 1912, to March. 191 8-. 

(it) the tost of tjhe building in each ca.se; 

(zii) the purpose for which each such building is intended . and 

(ir) how many of such places contain registration offices and how many 
of such registration offic'es are Iwated in separate buildings? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

■ The Hon'ble Member apparently desires a tomparison between the 
amounts spent in recent years on building in the Police and Rt'gistration 
Departments The total figures were as follows : — 



I’dlur Ufiiartnii'iii . 

K<‘jtriHtiaTion l>epur 1 ini'iil. 


Rs. 

Kh. 

1912-13 

9,05,135 

M)/>44 "1 

1913-14 

... 13,1 7. h44 

49,:ir>a i 

1 914-1 r. 

... 16,33.706 

36,85.5 )-AotuulB. 

1915-10 

... 10,06,246 

29,757 1 

1916-17 

7,79,247 

33,016 J 

1917-lS 

... 17,21,(H)0 

41.1K10 Hu. (tret uBt 


Buildings may vary from large to small projects and may be of any 
description. The figures include the amounts spent on buildings for the 
Calcutta Police, separate figures for which are not immediately available. 
In order to supply the detailed infoi’ination asked for by the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber, it would be necessary to make inquiries about a large number of build- 
ings of different kinds in various districts, and Government consider that the 
exjiense and laliour involved would be incommensurate with the results to 
be obtained. ” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

LXIll. 

(a) Will the Government be fileased to state the total number of 
apfiointments made in the Department of the Registrar, Co-operative 
8o(*ieties — 

(?) during the incumbency of Mr. J. M. Mitra as Registrar, and 
(?'?') during the incumbency of Mr. Donovan up to 3l8t May, 1918? 

(l>) How many of such appointments were given Ui Muhammadans ? 

Answei' by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

■■ (e) and (6) While Mr. Mitra was Registrar, 24 apfiointments were 
made, of which 9 were given to Muhammadans. Since Mr. Donovan was 
appointed, 40 appointments have been made, of which 20 were given to 
M u h am madans. ’ ’ 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

LXIV. 

Will the Government be pleased to state the steps that have been taken, 
or are in contemplation, for the establishment of the Fuller Etall or any 
similar building for Muhammadan students in Dacca ? 


luiildiDgs for 
thc‘ Police 
IVpartment. 


Appointmoni oi 
MnhainiriadmDS 
in the 

Departinont 
of the 

Iie|,;iMtrar of 
Co of)<*rative 
Socielieii. 


of tlte Fuller 
Hall for 
MobammadMi 
atadeole in 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

•' The scheme for a Muhammadan Hall has been suspended in favour 
of the project for the inclusion of a Muhammadan College in the Dacca Uni- 
versity. Pending the eatablishment of such a Collie, a hostel for the 
Muhammadan students of the Dacca College has been started in the old 
Secretariat, where the students have the use of a large hall which was built 
at a cost of approximately one lakh.” 


By the Hon’ble Bab(t Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

LXV. 

With reference to my unstarred question No. XVI of the 14th March 
last, will the Government be pleased to state — 

(fl) the total number of mahals in the district of Mymensingh in 
respect of which diara proceedings have been completed, 
initiated or are contemplated, respectively, and the aggregate 
area of lands which are to be assessed to revenue as compjired 
with the total approximate area of the revenue survey mavzas 
in the district ; 

(ft) the number of dinra proceedings in the district of Mymensingh 
in which — 

(i) the zamindars concerned have taken settlement wit! o.it 
protest ; 

{ii) the zamindars have taken settlement under protest ; 

{iii) settlement has been made with third parties upon 
refusal by the zaniindars; and 

{iv) the zamindars have succeeded in estiiblishing their title, 
either wholly or nartiially, to the lands in dispute as 
belonging to their permanently-settled estates? 


Diar» 

proceeding 8 in 
ICjmeDHiiigh 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (rt) Diara proceedings have been initiated in 386 mahals in Myrnen- 
sineh district, and completed in 91 mahals. 

Tt cannot lie stated in how many mahals such proceedings are contem- 
plated. liecause the number is not ascertained before prcx’cedings are initiated 

The area of the lands likely to be assessed to revenue is 30 square miles, 
and the approximate area of the revenue survey mauzas in the district is 
0,400 square miles. 

(ft) As a diara proceeding involves more than one mahal, and the zamin- 
dars of all mahals included in each proceeding do not take the same act on. 
the information is given by mahals — 

til The zamindars have taken settlement without protest in 127 cases. 

(ii) The zamindars have taken settlement under protest in 76 cases. 

{ni) Settlement has not been made with third parties in any case, but ' 
38 mahals have been kept under direct management owing to 
the recusancy of zamindars. 

(y>) The zamindars have established their title to the lands as belong- 
ing to their permanently-settled estates wholly in respect of 
1 10 mahals and partially in respect of 85 mahals. The figures 
given a^ve do not relate only to proceedings which have I eon 
completed, as settlements are made before completion of pro- 
ceedings ” 
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By the Hon’ble Babtj Brojekdra Kishor Ray CHArnHURi ; — 

LXVI. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement as to the pro- 
perties that have been purchased in execution of decrees and otherwise on 
behalf of the estate of the Nawab of Dacca, since the Count of Wards took 
charge of the said estate and the increase in rent roll resulting therefiom ? 

(b) Is it a fact that litigation has increased in the Nawab of Dacca’s 
estate since the Court of Wards assumed charge thereof and that the income 
has, in consequence, been reduced ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(?) the rent roll of the estate in the year immediately preceding the 
assumption of charge of the said estate by the Court of Wards 
and during the subsequent years up to 31 st March, 1917, 

{ii) the amount of collection and the amount remitt<‘d to Dacca Sadar 
from Dacca, Mymensingh, Comilla and Barisal circles, lesfiec- 
tively, during these years, 

(m) the number of suits of all kinds that have been instituted for 
and against the estate in these years, and 

(?>) the establishment charges in those years 8ef)arately for each 
circle? 

{d) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing the 
debts of the estate on the day the Court of Wards assumed charge and those 
outstanding on the 31st March, 1917, and the amounts of principal and inter- 
est paid in each year out of the (?) surplus income and {ii) the sale proceeds 
of the properties? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ {a), {b), (c) and (d) Government have ascertained from the Court of 
Wards that it would be necessary to employ special establishment for a con- 
siderable {leriod to ])repare the information asked for. The Court of Wards 
is not prepared to engage spcH?ia] establishment for the purpose on behalf of 
the shareholders whose i)roperty is in its charge, nor is it prepared to ask 
the owners of the remaining shares to inrurexpenditure for this pui fmse. The 
Hon'ble Member is referred to the annual reports of the Court of Wards in 
which he will find some of the information asked for.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-Pi.-HACi ; — 

LXVII. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the total expenditure on — 

• (?) hostels, 

(ii) messes, and 

(???) grants-in-aid to (?) and (ii) 
during April, 1912, to March 1918? 

(b) How much of the expenditure in each case was for Muhammadan 
students exclusively ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

(a) Government regret that it is not possible to furnish separate figures 
for hostels and messes. For the total expenditure on both hostels and 
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messes during the years 1912-18 to 1915-16 the Hon’ble Member is referred 
to the statements laid on the table in reply to his question No. X at the 
meeting of the Ckiuncil held on 5th Mardn, 1918. It is not poesible at 
present to state the total expenditure during 1916-17 and 1917-18. 

(h) As stated in reply to the question above referred to the expenditure 
incurred on hostels and messes intended exclusively for Muhammadans can- 
not be compiled without an undue amount of labour.” 


By the Hon’ble Babc; Brojfndwa Kishor Ray Chaudhttri ; — 

LXVIII. 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing the Joint 
Stock Companies that have bcien registered and the new industries that have 
been started since the war broke out, noting, in each instance, the amount of 
authorised capital and the nature of Government patronage, if any? 


Answtm by tlm Hf'n’lilc Mu. Kk.kk ; — 

“ A copy of statement No. IT attached to the annual rejiorts by the 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies for the years 1914-15 to 1917-18, is laid 
on the tableh It. is not easy to answer the simond pan of the question in the 
form put without detailed inquiries for which there is little time, but. speak 
ing broadly, no now industries have actually lieen started since the outbreak 
of the war, though many existing industrial conceras have been largely 
developed and are possibiy opening uf) new lines of business. In other words, 
one result of the war has been to force India to look to its internal resources 
and efforts for many things which prior to the war it imported Irom abroad. 
Tn Hiis connection the Hon’ble Member is referred to the article > n Indus 
trial Development in Bengal in the Munitions Board Hand-book published 
in connection w'ith the Bombay Exhibit'on. 

As regards Go\ eminent patronage it is understood that large (>rde?s 
have been placed with such concerns by the Indian Munitions Board. 


tl„. (rt) is it a fact that there have been several cases of suicide in the 

mufassal on account of acute distress caused by the abnormal rise in the 
priire of of cloth ? 

{It) Is it also a fact that there have been many cases of theft and loot of 
cloth in the mufassal and that the abnormal situation created by the high 
price of cloth has led to an increase of criminality and unrest among the 
people ? 

(r) Have the Government made any inquiry as to whether or not there 
is profiteering in cloth by wholesale dealers in Calcutta i 

{d) If there is any profiteering by w'holosale dealers in cloth, how far has 
this affected the retail prices ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; 

•'(a) The llon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to question 
No. XVII put by the Hon’ble Balm Akhil Chandra Datta. 

(b) Between October. 1917 and April, 1918, 152 cases of Mt looting 
occurred, and in the same period there were in various districts 98 cases of 
house dacoity and 42 of robbery in which cloth or salt was stolem bmee the 
14th April, there has been no further case of Adt looting, but further isol^M 
cases of theft of cloth from individuals have been reported recently, ihe 

‘ Not printed in Proceedings- 
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«oarcit.y and high price of cloth may be regarded as the predisposing cause 
of most of these oflences, but many of them must Ue ascribed to local bad 
characters and professional thieves. 

(c) and (rf) Inquiries have been made as to the existence of profiteering^ 
by wholesale dealers, and in comparison with current Manchester prices the 
prevailing local rates are not higher than miglit have boen expected. But 
the census of piece-goods to be taken in Calcutta on t[u^ 6rb July, 1918, will 
throw further liglit on this matter.” 


By the Hon’ble Bari^ Brojentdra Kishor Ray C haudhuri — 

LXX. 

Are the Government in a position to make a statement showing the retail 
prices of dhotis in Calcutta and in the different districts of the Fresidency 
fis they prevailed in each of the last six months? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. Keri: : — 

A statement ^ giving the information required so far as it is available 
is laid on the table.” 


By the Hon’ble Bablt Bkojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhi ri : — 

LXXI 

With reference to the statement made on behalf of the Grovernment in 
this Council on the Ibth h'ehruary, lhl8, by the Hon'hle Sir Henry Wljceler, 
that the question of abnormal rise in the price of cloth was being considered 
by the Government and that the Government would do what they could, will 
the Government be pleased to state what remedial measurers, if any, they have 
decided to adof)t in the matter? 


An^\v<>r by the Hon’ble IVIk. Keki: : — 

“ The matter will he diseua^ed at to-day’s meeting of the Legislative 
Council in connection with the relevant resolutions on the agenda paper.” 


By the licn’ble BAitf Bi’ojf.vkra KrsnoR Ray CfiAfniir-Rt — 

LXXIl. 

{a) yv ill the Gove rnment be [)leased to make a statement showing the 
expenditure incurred in educating each student of the Presidency College, 
Calcutta, and Dacca College, respectively, and the share tiorne by the Govern- 
ment thereof in 1915-lG, 1916-17 and 1917-18? 

Has there been any proposal for enhancing the rate of fees payable 
by students ol tiie Dacca v oliege ? li so, will the iiovernrnent he [jleascd 
to lay on tiie table all papers relating to this proposal '' 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to give the dates , on which the dif- 
ferent Government colleges were started in Bengal, together witli the scales 
of fees that have obtained from time to time in each such college ? 

{d) Is there anj' propo-^al for increasing the scale of fees of Government 
colleges other than the Dacca College? 

(e) What are the special circumstances that ha\e led to this proposal 
with r^ard to the Dacca Collie? 

(/) Are the Government aware of the strong feeling of oppo.sitioD among 
the public in this matter ? 


' Not printjJ in Pro^eniui^-. 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

*’ (a) The figureR are as follows for 1915-16 and 1916-17. Statistics for 
1917-18 are not yet available. 


COST OF EACH STUDENT. 


College. ' Totai^ ' From itblic funds. 



' Dnr>-u‘.. 

1 1916-17. 

1915-16. 

1916-17. 

1 

Rs. j 

Rs. 

1 

Rs. 

i Rs. 

l^rcsidency 

‘M>2 

*» j •» 

.»4.> 

i 2.37 

! 194 

Dacca 

252 

232 

j 172 

j 154 


(i) A proposal for increasing the fees has been made by the Governing 
Body of the Dacca College^- but has not been submitted to Government. It is 
not th(*refore propositi to lay papers on the table. 

(c) The dates are as follows — 


ProBidency 

lloo^rhly 

KriBhnagar 

Sanskrit 

Bethune 

Dacca 

C^hitta^'onj^ 

Raj nh a hi 


Year of 
establisliineiit 

isr>r) 

1H30 

is4r> 

1H24 

1S49 

1S41 

1S69 

1873 


Tlie following are the monthly fee rates charged during the last 10 
years : — 


College. 


Feen. 


Presidency ... ... Rs. 

Hooghly ... ... ,, 

Krishnagar ... ,, 

Sanskrit 


Dacca 

Chittagong 

Rajshahi 


12 

G 

r> from 1908-02 u> UOG-l? ; Rs. 6 from 
1917-18. 

r» from 1908-09 to 1916-17 ; Rs. 6 from 
1917-18. Ri*dnced fees, viz., Rs. 2 
a month, have been paid hy the 
sons of bond fide pandits through- 
out the ten years. 

6 

3 in 1908-09; Rs. 4 from 1909-10 to 

1916- 17 ; Rb. 6 from 1917-18. 

3 in 1908-09 and 1909-10; Rs. 4 from* 
1910-11 to 1916-17; Rs. 6 from. 

1917- 18. 


Bethune ... 3 


[d) No. 

{e) It is understood that the Governing Body considered the existing 
fees inadequate in view of the cost of the College to Government and the 
comparatively small \ ortion of the cost recovered from fees, as well as the 
efficiency o{ the College and the range of subjects offered hy it. 

(/) It is understood that the proposal has given rise to some dissatisfac- 
tion’*. 
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By the HonT)le Babit Brojendra Kishor Ray rHAunHuaj : — 

LXXIII, 

W^ill the Government he pleased tA> state the (‘ireum^tances iii which 
a prosecution has been started at Dacca against Kaviraj Satish Chandra Kavi> 
ranjan, at the instance of the Excise authorities, under section 46 .of the 
Bengal Excise Act, and place all papers in this connection on the table ? 

(ft) Does this case represent a departure in the Excise policy of Govern- 
ment, and has it been instituted as a te*st case? 

{c) Was any legal opinion obtained by Government before instituting 
the case? If so,;will the Government \ye pleased to lay it on the table? 

(d) Are there any provisions for exempting bonn fide medicines from t' e 
purview of the Excise law? If so, have the Government taken any steps to 
make such exemptions ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the present Bengal Excise Act is based upoTi a Bill 
framed by the Indian Excise Committee of 1905? If so, will the Goveriv 
ment be pleased to quote the particular provisions or recommendations made 
by the Committee in regard to bona fide medicines and the corresponding 
provisions of the present Bengal Excise Act, giving reasons for t\uy differeiux' 
between them in this ])articiilar ? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the Bombay Abkari Act V of 1R7R 
contains specific provisions exempting drugs from the operation of Excuse 
law ? 

(a) Are the Government considering the desirability of underUiking an 
amendment of the Bengal Excise Act with a view to bringing it into line with 
the ])rovision made in section 62 of the Bombay Abkari Act in regard to 
rntniicines ? 


An8W(*r ])y the Hon’l^lc* Mr. Kkim; : — 

(a) On the 25th March, 1918, Mr. M. R. Cox, Ins[)ector of Excise and 
Salt, purchased a bottle of medicinal preparation known as ‘ Rahitakarishta 
from Kaviraj "^atish Chanrlra Sarkar and sent it to the Chemical Examiner 
for analysis. It proved to contain alcohol, derived from the fermentation of 

equivalent to 17-6 ])er cent, proof spirit. On leceipt of a report to this 
effect the Inspector, after obtaining a search warrant, searched tne premises 
of the Kaviraj, where he found 100 bottles of similar [)reparations and two 
larg’o fermenting' vats for their manufacture. The Kaviraj was rheroib’e 
f)roseeuted tor t he illicit manufaclure and sale of an excisahh' art )ch‘ under 
section 46 (a) of Bengal Aet V of 1909, as amended by Bengal Act VI 1 of 
1914. Government are not prepared tc lay the connected pa}>erH on t\u^ table. 

(ft) No. 

No special opinion was taken. 

(d) Under section 90 of the Excise Act the Local Government is em- 
powered to exejn))t any excisatde article from t]l^^ provdsions of the Act 
which duty has already been paid, have been thus exempted. 

(e) It is a fact that in its main outlines the Bengal Excise Act was f>ased 
upon the Bill framed by the Indian Excise Committee of 1905. The relevant 
clause in the Committee’s Bill was as follows: — 

‘ Nothing in the foregoing provisions of this Act ap{)lies to the 
import, manufacture, fKDssession, sale or supply of any bona fide 
medicated articles for medicinal purposes by medical practi- 
tioners, chemists, or druggists, apothecaries or keefiers of dis- 
pensaries; but the Local Government may by notification prohibit 
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throughout the province or within any local area, the import, 
manufacture, possession, supply or sale of any such article except 
under such conditions as it may prescribe.’ 

There is no corresponding provision in the present Act. It was omitted 
at the suggestion of the Select ("ommittee which considered the Bill, on the 
ground that it would open the way for the use of medicinal preparations for 
intoxicating purposes, and that the j)Ower given in section 90 of the present 
Act would be a sufficient safeguard against undue interference with article® 
f which the alcoholic strength is low. 

(/) Yes. 

{g) Not as at present .advised ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kiehor Ray CnAUDHURi : — 

LXXIV. 

(a) Are the Government aware that Dr. Bentley, Sanitary Commissioner, 
Bengal, has pointed out to the municipalities concerned of the undesirability, 
from considerations of public health, of discharging nightsoil through the 
septic tanks into the Ganges? 

{h) Have the Government made any inquiry as to whether or not the 
use of the st*ptic tanks and their discharge into the Ganges have been res- 
ponsible for pollution, from a sanitary point of view, of the river water in 
the immediate vicinity? 

(“r) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the ret!ults of any 
inquiry that may have been made in the matter of the septic tanks and their 
effect on the health of the locality concerned ? 


Answer bv the Hon’ble Mr. O’M.alley : — 

“ (o) No, 

{b) Yes. 

(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to Municipal Department resolu- 
tion No. 41 S,, dated the tlth January’. 1906. and its annexures, which wer ' 
tiublisl ed in tlte Calcutta Gazette. A copy of a Report on Septic Tanks in 
Bengal and the Purification of Sewage by Dr. Gilbert J. Fowler, D.Sc., F.i.c 
'1907V ’s also placed on the library table.” 


By the Hon’ble Babo Brojendra Kishor Ray CHAtiDHtmi ; — 

LXXV 

9A With reference to the answer given to my unstarred question No. IX, 
of the 3rd April. 1917, will the Government be pleased to state what modifi- 
cations, if any, have been effected in the scheme of distribution of areas as 
lietween the three districts of Mymensingh and their respective subdivisions ? 

(h) What are the reasons that led to such modifications? We-e the 
public consulted in the matter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mb. Kerr : — 

“ (a) Since April, 1917, no further modifications have been made in the 
areas and boundaries of the districts and subdivisions which it is proposed 
to form in connection with the scheme for the partition of the Mymensingh 
district, A statement giving particulars of the scheme as it now stands is 
laid on the table. 
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(b) The modifications of the original scheme were made in consequence 
of criticisms and suggestions received from the public .and the local officers 
after the publication of Grovemment Resolution No. 6287 P., dated the 27^b 
May, 1915, a copy of which was laid on the table in answer to the Hon’ble 
Member’s former question. The changes were all designed to meet the public 
convenience. The transfer of the northern portion of Nalitabari to the west- 
ern district was made because of representations received from the inhabit- 
ants of Sherpur and Nalitabari that the latter place is more accessible to Jam- 
alpur than to Mymensingh, and this convenience will be still more marked 
when the railway line is constructed from Jamalpur to Nalitabari. The 
inclusion of a portion of the Madhupur jungle in the western district was 
made to suit the convenience of the principal zamindars of this area, whose 
main property is situated in the Tangail subdivision. The inclusion in the 
sadar subdivision of the eastern district of the western portion of the Badla 
police-station was made in view of representations received from the inhabit- 
ants of this area that it is much easier of access to Kishorganj than to the 
headquarters of the south-eastern subdivision.” 


Statement referred to la/ tin- llon'hle Mk. Keki; in lus answer to Queslioii 
No. IjXXV (jurist ar red' asked In/ the ITon'hle l>.\nr 11i;o,)KNI)1;a Kisjioi! 
F!av CnAiDHCKi at the Council meeting of the 3rd , full/. lOlS. 


Table ehowlna the population and area of each Polloo-atation In the propoaed 


Nuiui v'f llfveiJ’.K 

Eastern diatrlot. 

I hautih Nnmt of •'■tut loiif* 

\ a iri K(j iJuloH. 

I'opii Itil jori 


Eastern district 

7.6VO-J6' 

J. 340. 020 


Sa da r s / 1 t)di / dsion 

)1602 

454.120 

Kishore^^auj 

'I'aiiaJ 


,■>2.1 .Vo 

J )itto 

Karijjiganj ... 

t.mk; 

8.’).i:44 

Ditto 

Kishoro^aijj 


90.70.-) 

Ditto 

Hossaiiipiir ... 

■\lr2'3 

.'■>1,28(5 

Katiadi 

Katiiidi 


<),■>,( 

Do. 

Pakuudia 


7!t.7.->l 


hajitptir sabdirision 

67<S-5.? 

37S.^33 

Bajitpiir 

BLairat) Bazar 

4^62 

18,721 

Ditto 

Kiiliarcdiar ... 


17.241' 

Ditto 

Bujitpur 

71-48 

.')7.240 

Ditto 

Asiagram 

‘J2-07 

}2..'583 

Ditto 

Dhaki 

l24-7t: 

58,:4](i 

Ditto 

.. Nikli 

18-14 

;50,308* 

Kishore^anj ... 

Itna 

147-18 

.'>7.:41(5 

Kendua 

Kiialiajuri 

lll-<:7> 

28.2(t;4 


Iswarganj subdivisinu 

S-JOOl 

512.067 

Kendiia 

Keiidiia 

110-88 

124,80.5 

Ditto 

Akasri (Madan) 

101-8(5 

70.4254 

Nandail 

Nandail 

12(5-11 

117,42(5 

Iswargaiij 

I.swarganj 

1:41-12 

135,62;> 

Ditto 

Gauripur 

70-74 

64, 6954* 


* ProfK>i«il nerit up 
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ibla showltitf tha p 


1 of asoli 

^lloa-sta 

itlon In tita 


propoaad Cantral District. 



Name of Re venae 

Name of Police- 


Area in ntj 

Population 

tbanafl 

HtatlOQH. 


mi left 

Central IJistrict 

. *. 

2123-57 

13JL344 

Sadar Subditnsion 

. . . 

780-9S 

5.84A77 

MyrnoiiHinf^b 

Houtl) Mymeiisin^ii ... 

79-61 

93,019* 

Ditto 

Mukta^acba 


112-32 

88.461 

Ditto 

Trisal 


91-79 

81.801 

Fulbariu 

Phulbarin 


190-63 

1.544)97 

(iuffiirpjaoii 

(iatfar^aou 


i5i*i(; 

1.33,968 

Ditto 

... Bhaluka 


155*47 

52,528 

Fnlpur Snbdwision 


523-29 

3,04.557 

Fiilpui* 

... Plinlpur ... 


229-62 

1,56,658 

Do. 

Haliui^hut 


lfi4-0(i 

59,575 

Nali tjihjiri 

... Nokia 

• • • 

66-51 

17,818 

Myniensiw^^li 

... North ^Jyine 

iisiii^li ... 

63-10 

10.678* 

Netrohoita Subditn,sio}i 


819-30 

422,310 

I )iir^^a|)ur 

Kalniakanda 


16016 

17.781 

Ditto 

Dur^ajmr 

. . . 

223-52 

78,322 

Natrokona 

Notrokona 


lOGSH 

66.t;i5 

Ditto 

Purbadliaia 


90-10 

(;6,691 

Ditto 

Atj)ara 


714)6 

58,955 

J)itto 

Kill! PRi mill 


95*92 

52,762 

Di tto 

Harbntta 


72-81 

51.206 


Prc»i 




ahowlntf tha population and araa of aaoh Polloe-atatlon 

in tha propoaad 


Wastarn District. 



Name of Ueveniu* 

Name of Pi>lioe 

Area iti i-q 


1 ItlOti 

t. hail aw 

Hi at u»nH 

miles 


Wesie 

rn District 

... 247-4‘IG 

/ 


Ja7)iaf))U r Subdirision 

... 115153 


754.675 

.laiual])u r 

... Jainal])ui- 

... 216-Sl 


1 764 ) 1 6 

Ditto 

Mtdaiulaha 

.s;t - 1 s 


704i9:‘> 

Ditto 

Miubir^anj 

so'Tt; 


75.tlN 1 

Dewan^uii^o 

Dewan^aiij 

... ibiipj 


84,199 

Ditto 

... Jslampiir 

... 11^1-1^3 


91,') IS 

81ier})ur 

Sberpur 

... U4*7S 


108,591 

J)i(to 

Sribardi 

... 


71,l^(n 

Nalitabari 

Nalitabari 

... 


76,67>() 

Dlianbat 

•I Sutfdwision 

... 752-48 


(}64,()74 

Gopalpur 

(lopal])iir 

... 151-33 


149,559 

Dit to 

... Madbupiir 

... 185*25 


75.525 

J)itto 

... Sarisabari 

6r-2i> 


85,554 

Kaliliati 

Gbatail 

... 17()-79 


Kt2,220 

Ditto 

... Kalibati 

... 177-H2 


l55,65() 

Tangail 

S(4 bdivisioii 

... 570' 16 


485.905 

Tan^ail 

Tavijzail 

... 1.53-il‘t 


17ii.5 ( i 

Ditto 

Basaii 

... Jbi*6b 


884488 

Ditto 

... Na^arpur 

... 110-61 


114,898 

Ditto 

... Mirzai*iu 

... 113-86 


112,542 
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By tha^ Hon'ble Babi^ Bhabkndra Chandra Ray : — 

LXXVL 

VVhai practical steps have been taken in Btnigal since the War Confer- IVvolopment 
ences at Delhi and at (Jaleutta in the matter of developiim the rt'sourcos of ?**** roaouroen 

. , ^ r o of Uk‘ country. 

the country r 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mk. Kkrk : — 

‘‘As rcj^ards industrial development it is impossible to answer tin' 
question in a general form, the more so as the Delhi f'onfertnice and its 
provincial sequel are of comparatively recent date. All that can be said 
broadly is that the policy of developing the resources of the country is btnng 
steadily pursued as opportunity offers. 

The development of the agricultural resources of Bengal has been 
receiving special attention since the outbreak of the war, as the results of tht‘ 
war have demonstrated the special necessity of such development. Tlu‘ 
steps enumerated below as having l)een taken since the war confi‘renc(*s are 
not therefore exclusively the results of those conferences. 

(1) To meet the increased demand for quinine 701) acres ljav(^ bet*n 
taken up for cinchona cultivation in place of the normal area of .HOO acres. 

(2) With the object of providing for the supply in India of tin* t(^a cln^sts 
required by tln^ tea industry, (irovernment have giv(‘n faciliti('s in tin* Huxa 
Fon^st Division wliich are contingent on the concu^ssionain* (-arrying on tin* 
business of manufacturing tc‘a chests of three-ply wood. 

(3) With a view to ascertaining tlie trade rc^quirenKUits of forest products 
and the possibility of supplying them Government have arranged to depute 
Mr. H. 8, Gil»son, Deputy Conservator of Forests, who liad mad(^ spf‘cial 
inquiries in America under the auspices of Government, to the officer of tin* 
Director of Industries, llengal, for a period of two months with etlV^ct from 
the 16th July, lhl8. It is intended that if the e.xporien(;e of two months 
shows that Mr. Gibson can be employed in that capacity wrth advantage In* 
shall be appointc*d as Forest Utilization Officer. 

(^) Arrangements have* been made for the distribution of 8,0()U maiinds 
of superior rice seed and 1,000 maunds of superior jute seed. 

(5) Five iH‘W posts of District Agricultural Offict*rs have* b(*en cr(*,at(Ml. 

{6) Orders iiave been issued for (*ncouraging the use of manure's of 
proved suitability by the distribution (d loans under tln^ Agriculturists’ 
Loans Act on the r(*commendation of r)fficers of the Agricultural Department. 

(7) Inquiri(*s have bec*n instituted throughout tin* Presidency and tin* 
results of those inquiries will be discussed at a meeting of tlnj JVovincial 
Agricultural AsscKuation to be held on the 4th July, regarding — 

(a) the possibility of increasing the cultivation of rafri foexJ crops in 

B(*ngal ; 

(b) improvement of the organization for the supply of manure, seed 

and implem<»nts ; 

(c) extension r)f cotton cultivation ; 

(d) extension of the supply of new varieties of sugarcam*. 

(S) For the extension of the co-operative movement and in particular of 
industrial societies, 16 new posts of Inspectors of Co-operative Societies have 
been created. 



670 


Quesfionfi and Answers. 


[3bd July, 


{9) The Co-operative Department has devoted special attention to co- 
operation among weavers and to improving the facilities for obtaining cotton 
yarn. 

{10) The improvement of the facilities for the transport of perishable 
food products, such as fish and dair 3 " produce, by railway" and the provision of 
cold storage for the same have been receiving the attention of Government. 
A c )nference on the subject was Indd on the 2nd July/' 


By the Hon’ble Babl' Bhabendra ( haydra Ray : — 


jltivatiou of 
cotton and 
manufacture of 
yarn 


LXXVIl. 

(a) What steps, if any, have been taken, or are contemplated by Govern- 
ment, in the matter of encouraging the cultivation of cotton and maiiufacture 
of yam in Bengal? 

(b) What ^eps have l)een taken by t'le different District Boards in this 
l>ehalf ? 

(r) Are the Government making inquiries as to how far a revival of the 
charka system of spinning cotton is possible in the present circumstances and 
is likely to meet the situation ? 

(d) Have the Government any idea as to the approximate nurnher cf 
liandlooms at present working in the province, and to what extent their num- 
ter and cajiacity can be increased ? 


Answer by tlic Hon’ble Mu. Kkuu • — 

“ Government have instituted in(|Uirie.s as regards the practicability of 
encouraging the cultivation of cotton and the manufacture of yam in Bengal. 
These questions will be discussed at a meeting of the Provineial Agricultural 
Association to be held on the 4th July. Government are unable to state the 
approximate number of liandlooms at present working in Bengal," 


By the Hon’ble Baiu^ Bu.vBENnRA ('iianora Ray - 


Ap|)Ointrm*ni ot 
advisory 
cuminittcHi 
for tlu' 

examination oi 
iutorniuont 
for B 


LXXVIII. 

{n) Will the Government lie pleased to lay on the table all papers regard- 
ing and leading up to the appointment of the advisory committee for the 
examination of iirternment cases in Bengal ? 

(?>^ What are the terms of their appointment and what ])rocedure will lie 
followed by them in dealing with individual cases ? 

(rf Will it be open to them to call for witnesses or interview detenv^ for 
]mrposes of inquiry ? 

(d) Will the advisory committee receive representations on behalf of the 
detenus relating to the cnarges against them and deal with any complaints 
regarding the treatment or health of detenus, the inconveniences of their 
places of domicile, and the inadequacy of allowances ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

" Government do not propose to lay on the table the papers asked for. 
A copy of the Resolution appointing the Committee is laid on the table. 
Within the terms of reference to the Committee the details of the procedure 
to be adopted by it will be for the decision of that body.” 
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RfiSoluUon referred to by the Hon hie Mb. Kerb, in Itis answer to Qftestion 

No. LA A VIll t unstarred), asked by the Hon’ble Babu Buabenora 

ChanDBA Kat at the fJouncil Meetiny of the 3rd July. 1!)IS. 

L Go%^GFiior iu Council Ims dcciclctl to fl.p|>oiiitu coniiiiittcc to lidvi^c 
him in respect of the cases of those persons now under restraint, or who. 
during tbe sittings of the committee, may be placed under restraint, eitlier 
under the provisions of the Defence of India Act (Act IV of iStl.i) ; the 
Ingress into India Ordinance (V of 1914) (to the extent that the iH‘rst>ns so 
dealt with belong to the province of Bengal) ; or Regulutioji III of ISIS, 
whether there are reasonal>le grounds for believing tliat they htid acted, or 
were about to act in a manner {u-ejudicial to the public sufetj- or the Defence 
of British India. 

The proceedings of the committee will be held in Camera and noCounsel 
will be permitt€!d to appear. The papers of each case will be placed befori“ 
the committee by an officer tleputed by the local Government in the gnniping 
essetitial to the proper understanding of them and in the manner best calcu- 
lated to effect that end. Should the committee desire further information 
the request will be dealt with b}’ the local Government to the best of their 
ability. 

With the consent of the Hon’ble the Chief .Justice of Bengal, the services 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Justict* Beachcroft have been lent us a member of the com- 
mittee. which will also comprise* Sir Narayan Ganesh Chandravarkar. who has 
kindly consented to serve. 


By order of the (iovernor in Council. 

H. L. STEPHENSON. 

Afidl. Secy, to the (rover noient of BenyoL 


Poi.iTicAL Dept. 
DAK-TEELINt;. 
The nth June, bits 


By the Hon'ble Bari' Bharkndka (’fiandka Ray. — 

LXXIX. 

\a) xia\e the (lovernment a[)pointe(l any non-official visitors for feer.'^ons 
confined under Bengal Regulation III of 1818? 

{h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the names of such 
visitors ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to unstarred 
question XXXVI 11 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra I’kandra Ray : — 

LXXX. 

(а) Are the Government aware that the supply of quinine in the 
offices has run short in some parts of the province and that a good deal of 
inconvenience is being experienced by the people on this account^ 

(б) If so, what are the reasons for such shortage and what ste[)s have 
been taken to prevent such shortages in future 


A4^>poiri tint* lit of 
iioii-dificiai 
x'lHitorH for 
fx rKotjM contined 
iindar 

U(‘^iilution III of 
1818 


AlU #red nhorl 
M'jpply of 
t|uitutie in poat 
officon 
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QuegUom atui Anstoers. 


[3rr July, 


Abdudion 
of >drlH. 


Answer by the Hon^ble Mr. Kerr : 

“ (a) and {h). In view of the profiteering in quinine that was going on, 
the Sanitary Commissioner sent orders in May to Civil Surgeons not to 
jssue quinine treatments for sale pending turther instructions. These orders, 
which were intended only to susf»end temporarily the issue of stoc^ to post 
offices were misunderstood in some cases, and postmasters were directed to 
suspend sales to the public. Orders directing the resumption of the issue 
of supplies of treatments were given after al>out 10 days, but in the mean- 
time there was a stof)page of sales in some places. Apart from these special 
circumstances, there is sometimes a shoi’tage of quinine treatments at F^st 
offices owing to the jKistmasters not being able to obtain supplies from Civil 
Surgeons’ offices in good time. Government are, therefore, considering the 
question of introducing a different system of distribution. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LXXXI. 

Will the Government lie pleased to make a ^taten1ent showing — 

(?) the number of abduction cases in which girls have been subse- 
quently rescued by the jiolice .n Calcutta and its neighlKiur- 
h(K)d since January, 1918, together with brief particulars about 
each case, the nationality, caste, age, civil condition and 
jtrevious residence of each such girl; and tlie names, occu[)a- 
tion and residence of the accused; 

(//) tlie results of prosecutions started in such cases; 

{iit) the custody in which each such girl was kept during the legal 
proceedings and theretiftcr ; and 

(/r) the number of any abductiem ca.ses of which information was 
received by the police but which have remained undetected 
during the last five years in each district 


Answer by tlie Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

" (t), (it) and (iii) A statement is placed on the table The item ‘ civil 
condition ’ is too vague to permit of specification. 

(?r) A statement is placed on the table.’’ 


Stdtvnieiit of abduction, ruses since Junurj tblS in Cub uHu and its uciqhhoHciupod. 
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Questtons and Ansfoers. 


Partioulaks or AiDNAprcD GiRLa. 1 PAKTirPLARB or 


NatioaA.ity. I (;aste. | Agv. 


Prerious 

roaidetioe. 




Brlof pArtl.nilitrn 


of prmmcu- 

tl >11 t«il, 


Cuatody lij which 
CKOh irli I wma kept 
duiluir tht^ levol 
priKMMMlituM 
A»d thorciUfUir. 


Hindu 

Brahmin 

Yra. 

11 

BeuRall. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

6 

Ditto 

Ditto 

H 

Ditto 

Ditto j 

12 

Ditto 

Ditto 1 

! 

7 

Dpcountry ! 

Raiiu, l>ut 

14 

Hindu. 

•'ouverlod 1 
to Mulia- ' 
niinndaii- 1 
iam. 1 



OAU'UTTA. 


1. Porboti 

Dodl. 


Niiuibaln 

DohI 


. Proatltute 


Mohalla 

Kalithau. 

l<alcK>- 

pukur 

podttT- 

fltatlon. 
Kotwall 
Monf^hyi . 


Hhalkh Woozir 
alias kiaataii. 


On iPth JanimrN, lyjH 
on of owitHiii 

informttUon th« a.'- 
cnaitl wero arrmctnl 
aii<] tlif 1> iiiinor uirl' 
re-Ht'iied from tin- hro- 
Ihel ill wlitoti tl>>*3 
wori? In uitf 


■ Kallthau 
poliot*- 
atntion. 
Kotwttli, 
Monirhvr« 
niul Bat). I 
I Bazar, 
Kidder- 
pon* 


««nt (i|i iKdort' ttn* 

Slid l'r««U(1ru('\ 
Matfiittat(> tiiidoV 
'♦t' ». 3-3. S 7b and 
0-1. 1. p. r. AO. 
oils* d No 1 waM 
inqinttod. Ac- 

i'liMHi No, VJ wax 
dotuiiiod till tii(> 
rl<iiui of riir (oiin 
and rtiii^d Itn jdo 
on t li»> tiiith Muiol 
lUiN 


On April. IPIH, Tin* at’t'UHod wiiM 

wtilU* liivoMtltpittnif u ««>uf op mid I 
oa»i* of )^ronfrful eon- nwotion 373. I. p. 
flneiiu'iit a^faiiMt tin- t’.. und w m con* 

acoua <1 tiic liivoitii- riotwl and dun* 

tf'itiiiK ofTtiNir notltM'd I tcijc«*»l to h 
tti»* girl 111 t‘o* brothul. I monfliH ritroriiua 


Tin- ac Miswd wcit* Of tlio 3 minor ffirK 


inontliH I'itroriiua 
inipriHotimutit bv 

tin* PotiiH* Maitlit- 

tratf, AlltK)ri'. ou 
tiui aut May 
1V»IH 


5 worn onnt to the 

Miudn Orphauagi* 
and > U) ttia Mill- 
viiiiy Hoitia, bainif 
o»«*i tin' agr** up to 
wtiicti ohildron aiu 
adnilttad into tin* 
Uiudu Orphanaffu. 


no tram of tbo 
irlrl't* |>ar«utM or 
rclatiriM could Ik* 
obtalnoil. Kite waM 
nlai'iHii in tin* 
MiiIih ni rii a li a n 
OrpImnaKc. 


Hindu ' Bralirnin 
Beriffuli. 


1. SautoxU 
K uni4t 
Nandati. 

•i. Du lal 

Ohaiid 

Nandati. 

3. Hcrainba 
Pi .wad 
Mukliai ji 


(Joidiiinltli. ' aham .Squ- 
are Luuu 


AbBiHtunt 
in H petty 

HilOl) 


K iitniiuha 

tula. 


On tilt* 2rtth M.i\. lUlK, 
on a aeart h wan am’ 
from the Polio MaKia* 
ti-Hfe, .'<«4ldali. the 
poiicc took cJmnfc of 
tin* Kill from a 
tinitlioi at No svi. 
ritadinKlu Main 
Hoad. 


Oil inedteal i-xa- | Diiritnr eiiqiilrlca 
iniMation flu* Kiri I tin* (flrl wan 


wan found lo tai 
uiori' than lit 
\uurxoM and on 
I lie appllcitiion of 
bm tiiMband. a 
eaiM* under aHi'tioii 
49M, I ndian I'niial I 
Oortn. wai* coin- 
proniiaed, tiic 
caa.' und >r aoction 
3<hh ftidian Penal 
node. ilcillK de- 
elured ‘ ‘ noioCoK' 
iiizaiije •’ 


placed in 
I'uatodv of 
iiualirttiJ. 


H iiidu. up- , <J oiila 
eounf t \ . 


I VlllaRe 
1io\ all, 

pOliei*. , 

atatioii 

PuruauHliir.j 

diHtrli t I 

Biilia. I 


Mahuu alias 
Makhiil 
Hliuikh 


IIOWHAII 
' MilllnviKi Pllk 


Pilkliati.i, 
H(»« 1 ah 


'>H tin* 3th Kel»- iia’ \ 
laat , tlie .ii «'u*>ed kid- 
napped a „in nmied 
Miiiidnria 

from the lioiiai* of le i 
at<*p.fat lier pud an 
OrMilu at SathlKiia in 
Howiah. MuodatJa 
wa« the daiiKhlor of 
one Bchii Lu) Aim 
and iiad boon inai rli d 
t^» one Hiadiman 
Ooula She enur »„ 
In'T inotliui *» liouHi 
about a inoiitii bolore 
tin* • ceurieucf* and 
ysas mil i« ed away i)v 
the ar*cu>a*d and 
coiiceiled in a hoiiHe 
whereupon Binlliun 
<»«ala lodRetl a eoiii- 
plaint in com t whieli 
wa« referred to the 
fiolici* for onqui-v. 
The Rlrl wsM rwamied 
from tile hotiae of one 
Moiran Blbi aix dajn | 
after tin* iiia'itntioii i 
Of the ca*e 


Ai'i uxed wan enii- 
' l< ted and a«*n- 
teneed ti» nix 
tnont tin* r lu<u oiim 
itnpriK o ij m e n t 
nude neet inn Hn.T 
liidl.iu I’eiial 

( lode 


III tha rjiiMtodv of 
Inn mothm. 


Ditto ... i Tell 


Makardah, 
poii «- 
atatUiu 
Domjur. 
diatrict 
Howrah. 


liaiendra Koicy 


Makardali.i The caao for tlie j»ro- 
Howrah I aeeutiou t« that a Rtrl 

' ' named Bbudi alias j 

Harojliil Abirin wa< | 

enticed away bj ttie 

atmuaed from iier 

bouae at llakaniah i 

where a be waw lirliiR 
with her buaiiaiifi ■m-l , 
mother-in-law. 'J he 
acciiand flrat took bai 
to Bauria and wldie 
proceediuR to Kall- 
Kbat. they were ar 'ear- 
ed by the atatlon at-fT 
of Budlfe^BudRe and ^ 
made over to i he 
lixial police, wlio *«<fnt , 
tiaem to ttotuior police, 
atatioo in Howraii. 


nuA- 1 In tlie ouaiotiy uf 
her hoaband and 
motb«r-tn-iaw. 


1 
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No 


PABTICULAK# or KIDNAPPKO GIRLB. 

i 

I . PrcTioDti 

N*tk)OAllly.| CiiBU'. Arc. r«*idence. 


Particular! of AC'*r*Ei> 


p»rtiiulRn». 


RouKof prcaecu- 
tlou sUrtcd. 


y*;*rn’ 


I Hindu up' 

I cooutry. 


Ohbctry ... 


Har»RRDj, 
po Ita- 
Rtatioii 
LllloMh. 
Uowrab. 


Oecapa* i ^^jd^jorc. 
Uuu. 


HOWRAH. 


Custody In ’wWc 
e icb Rirl was ke; 
duriuir t e l«Fa 
proc««dii<vs 
and tberoafter. 


1 . uoluni 

}1 IlMtlu. 
S. Kasibau 
Blbi. 

8. Habarali 

4. jAtUllll 

M utalioati. 


Coach man 

Labourer 

Ditto 
Ditto ... 


Unknown 

Eamarhati 

U'lkuown 

Slkdur* 

bairaii. 


Dltk. 


Denanu. 

police* 

■iHtloit 

DlkrHni. 

rliittrlcti 

Fatou. 


('htrkut 
t hamar. 


The ca»tt for tbu pro- The t'a*c 
^ecutloii )■ that a *rlrl judUe. 
tiMiutd Ham Ka ia 
wuH liviaR with her 
mother t^aiaawatl and ' 
while playlDR in th- 
fcfrrtet clow to her . 

I oust, acvnted Noa. 8 j 
and 4 enticed her } 
aw iv nud took her to I 
hlkdarh Ran In Cal* I 
co'ra. Three or four i 
dayb after Rt'C was ; 

; ro df over to ac used | 

I l«oh 1 and wtto, I 
1 while ttnivellinR with i 
her in ttie train, 

I .vcje arrested at 
DumDumby »* rail- 
way police court able, 
who tt>ok them tn 
!-<*aldBn railway 
I poil'-e-stntion, wnerce 
I :hty were sent to 
I lUhu'ai. police- 

station 


U sat*. 


lo the custody 
ber mother. 


24-PAUt»ANAS. 


Bhon *i. 
p«tllce« 
i-tation 
Mlraapur 
district, 
c hapru. 


Hindu I Kai arta 
Ben Kali. 


13 


I l-HrBhuua. 

pollce- 

s ati n 

Ihhala. 

(llhtrlct 

‘.’M.parga' 

uue 


Ubanasyuiu 

Sant. 


I Not known 


A t'irl nuroe.l lut.e- The eudcj in 
matla, wife of r.ne cctlctlon, td 
Jallm Kahar id Alam- accuaeil being 
l.uiar. police KthWon mruter ced ^ two 
Barauagore, was kid- y^***-**’ rigorous 
napped b\ the accused 1 ImprisonmeDt 
from lier house. The 

itctusedwa- living In 363. Indian Penal 
ttie honsf of Uauri , to it*. 

Dalai af Alainbaiar 
and enticed uw.t\ the 
girl on t i prOTDlst' of 
taking her to liei 
inothei K liiinw., but he 
cventniilh toos her to 
the house (jf one of 
ills relatives st Data- 
na polue-fitatloD 

lulchiriin Unogpnr 
(,»ne KaKa Kahat, . 
relativ of itompl In- 
an', happoned to be 
tune iml met ttu 
gin l)\ chain e in the ^ 

1 itter part of Pehrii- 
ur\ Isst. when he I 
lepoiTd the matter ^ 

!<■ the lo«'Ul police. 

•nth the re-ult that 
tin' was t'fc ind n 
Th' lind March lust 
itiul mad over o ln*r 
h'.sbaud. Sn* se- 

quent 1} a case wh» 
iiiR it’i'ted at B*n«- 
Uugi' ^ pollc e.‘>tation 
.mu tin uccu^eil wliO 
w itnh e ul the time, 
uaR (nteRled and sent 
u!> for rnul 


In the custod 
husband. 


Sirs uua. 
police- 
I ^T(itiO!l 
I Behala. 

1 dUtiu’t 
V4-ParKB- 
i uus. 


The I a-e lor thi pi « se- 
dition lb that a giri 
iiBinid aubashl alias 
Klieiiio. " hi e llvlnu 
wit her haeband at 
i-aiahunu, oiadt. the 
III (]italnt4iure of tlie 
i*<'iui»ed who duriug 
...I ijuslifind's atiseuce 
from home took bei 
with her consent, 
with tiie help of out 
Nani Bewa. to a house 
at '•bahpur in Tollv* 
gjuo where she was 
faced and rescued b> 
the local police 
Both Ghsnaeyam and 
Nan* Bewa were 
H nested and sent up 
for trla.. 


The case U $ub- 

fudtet. 


hi 


14—27 Foi rtven other riiU have been reined we ^ iBveaUgatlon 

wvidsDO© againrt the persons accused and no charge against them war laid before a Magtsvrate .ix cas. rr 
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Statement showing the number of ahdu-tion c(f<es of which information 
ivas received by the Police but which hare remained nn detect “d during 
the l ist 5 gears (1913 — 1917) in each district. 


N tJtnhor c 

Name of dintnci abducti 

Dacca ... ... J 

Mymensingh ... ... 

Tippeni ... ... .i 

Bakargaiij ... .. S 

Faridpur ... 7 

Noakhali ... ... "1 

Chittagong .. ..3 

Rangpnr ... ...31 

Dinajpur ... 3 

'ajshahi ... ... 1 

Paboa ... ... 4 

Bogia ... ... 8 


Number (‘f 

Nanu‘ of iiifttiu'*. iilxlxjrt loji 

c 

.lalpaiguri ... 1 

Malda .... ... i 

Khulna ... ... 3 

J easo re ... ... < , 

24-Pargaiia8 ... ... la 

Nadia ... ... i 

Murshidabad ... ... a 

Howrali ... ... 

Hooghly ... ... t; 

Burdwaij 

Midnaporc ... ... 15 


It has not been found ]).wsible in the time to c(>iu]ule corresponding 
figures for Calcutta. 


By the Hon’hle Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 


LXXXli. 

Have the Government any reason to sus})ect that there are any system* 
atic organisations for carrying on traflic in girls in Calcutta or elst'where 
in Bengal ? 


Trattic in girla 
in Calcutta. 


Answer hy the Hon’hle Mr. Kerr : — 

Reports have been received that such an organisation exists within 
the jurisdiction of Maheshtala oolice-station in the 24»Pargana5 district ; 
hut the evidence on the subject is not sufficient to justify the in'-titution of 
legal proceedings. No report has been received regarding the existence of 
similar organisations in any other district."^ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LXXXIII. 

{a) Is it a fact that the scale of pay of the clerks attached to tiie Execu- JSaJary of 
tive Engineer’s office under the South-Western Circle and Central C’ircle was 
raised and a circle cadre introduced in 1914, and that these clerks now start Exll-utiv© 
on a salary of Rs. 30 with jirosfiects of rising uj) to Rs. 250 jier month ? Engineer, 

. South- WeHttirii 

(b) Is It a fact that Government have not revised the scale of salary f)f amj central 
the navigation clerks who work under the same Executive Engineer ? If so. t^ircio*. 
what are the reasons for such invidious treatment? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the uuiximum and 
minimum salary now drawn by the navigation clerks of the Circular and 
Eastern Canals Division, Cossye Division and Nadia Rivers Division ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a proposal for revision of the scale of salary of .:he 
navigation establishment generally has l)een lying with Government for 
consideration since the circle cadre was introduced for other clerks in 1914 '*^ 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the above proposal 
will he .sanctioned end w^at vould be the additional monthly ex!)eiJ(Jifure 
that it will entail if sanctioned ? 
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[3rd Jolt, 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) Yes, except that the maximum is Rs. 240 and not Rs. 250. 

(h) The Committee appointed in 1911 to consider the question of the 
grading and method of work of the Public Works Department offices 
definitely excluded the question of the pay of the navigation staff from the 
scope of their inquiries and from their recommendations. 

(c) The maximum salaries drawn are Rs. 35, Rs. 35 and Rs. 40 and the 
minimum salaries Rs. 20, Rs. 30 and Rs. 25 in the three divisions respectively. 

{d) A proposal for the revision of pay of the whole of the navigation 
establishment of the Public Works Department in Bengal was considered 
by Government in 1916; but for financial reasons effect has not been given to 
that proposal. 

{e) It is i)robable that the j)roposals of 1916 or some similar proposals 
will be re-examined at an early date. The additional monthly expenditure 
Involved in the proj)osals of 1916 is about Rs. 700 yier mensem but. owing to 
the increase of establishment with the increase in length of canals where 
tolls are enforced, the additional expenditure likely to lie involved in subse- 
quent {)roposals will lie somewhat higher.” 


By the Hon’ble Babit BnAnENDRA Chandra Ray : — 


'[umber of 
itnited 

lompaitfoB which 
lavo been 
(ranted liceriHOH 
for raising 
lapitnl 


LXXXTV 

Will the Government l>e pleased to make a statement showing; — * 

(/) {a) the number of limited companies which have been granted licenses 
up to date for raising capital ; 

(ft) their respective lines and places of business; and 

(c) tlie amount of capital they sought permission to raise, and the 
nrnnnrtion sueb amount bears to the total aulboriKcd capital 
and to the amount of capital, if any, they bad already >a'sed ; 


(//) (a) the names of any coinjianievS which may have lx*en re/used such 
a license up to date; 


(ft) their respective lines and places of business; 

(r) the antount of caytital they sought j)crmisaion to raise, and the 
proportion such amount Ix'ars to the total authorised capital 
and to the amount of capital, if any. they had already raised ; 

{(f) the reasons for the refusal of a license in each ca^e, and 

(e) how far such refusal has affected theii respe'ctive businesses ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerk ; — 

{{) A statement ’ is laid on the table ; — 

(it) {a) and (ft) A statement * is laid on the table ; — 

(r), (d) and (e) In so far as the orders in these matters are passed by 
the Government of India, information regarding them can more appropri- 
ately be sought on the Imperial Legislative Council.” 

I Not printed in these Proceedings. 
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By the Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan CHAroHURi ; 

LXXXV. 

(o) Is it- a fact thalt. a private company has been I'oriiietl at Rangpur to 
start a dairy farm in the neighbourhood of the Carniit liael College site ? 

(6) Is it a fact that there is a Government dairy fiirni at Rangpur ( 

(c) Is it a fact that the Rangpur College Coniniiittee has resolved to let 
out to the proposed private dairy farm c-ompany 150 highas of land out of the 
900 highas of land which is acquired for the college at a nominal rmit ( 

{d) Is it a fact that 150 highas of land not having been consideied suffi- 
cient for (the purpose of the dairv- farm, the College Coinmittt'e persuaded the 
Government to sanction the proposal of acquiring very large tracts of the 
contiguous lands wjth a view to let these lands out to the dairy farm com])any { 

(e) Will the Government l>e pleased to give the names of ocllcges in 
Bengal which are si»tuated on 900 highas of land or more? 

(/) If the answer to clause {d) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of refusing to sanction the proposal to acquire 
large tracts of land for the Carmichael College ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mauley : — 

■ (a) Government are informed that a company is being formed at Raiig- 
pur of which the objects are stated to Hb dairy farming, pisciculture, poultry 
rearing, goat rearing and agriculture in all its branches. 

(h) There is a Government cattle farm at Rangpur. It is not conducted 
as a dairy farm except in a subsidiary degree, /.e., the milk is int<*nded jui- 
marily for feeding the calves .and only the surplus milk, if any, is sold. 

(r) The area of the land acquired for the College up to the present is 
798 highas. It is reported that the governing body of the College lias 
executed a lease for about 60 acras of this land in favour of the |)romoter8 
of the company above mentioned. 

(d.) No. 

(e) Inquiries are being made. 

(f) In view of the an.«wer to clause (</), this question does not ariw.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaldhuri : — 


LXXXVI. 

(«) Is it a fact that in recent years 2,300 highas of land ha\c b<en 
acquired under the Land Acquisition Aot in the neighbourhood of the (’ar- 
michael College and that there is a plO[)o^al to acquire another 100 highas 
of land for railway quarters? 

(h) Have the Government made any inquiries as to wdicther, if 'more land 
acquisition is continued, it will be necessary to start relief operations for 
those cultivators who will be rendered homeless? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ («) The railway acquired about highas last year for a diversion, and 
it is understood that there is a proposal to acquire another area of 15| highas 
ioT railway quarters.” 

(h) No.” 


LaiuM* of land 
in tli€‘ 

neighbourhood o 
tho Cartniehaol 
College to H 
private company) 
for a dairy farm. 


Acqiiiaitiof) of 
land in the 
neighbourhood oi 
I ho Canii'ciiael 
College, 

Uangput . 
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THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

TliH Proftident said : — 

“ H'on'ble Members will learn with regret, I am sure, of the recent death 
of Mr. F. Cr. Wigley, c.i.E., a gentleman who was long and intimately connec- 
ted with the Bengal Legislative Council as its Secretary. During his long 
connection with this country he must have made many friends among 
Europeans and Indians alike. He accompanied Sir C. Ilbert to India during 
the Viceroyalty of Lord Ripon and did much useful work in the Legislative 
Department of the Government of India. At a later date he joined the 
Calcutta Bar and accepted office as Secretary to the Bengal Council in 1896. 
During his residence in this country and after his retirement from it he 
devoted much of his time and his abilities to the consolidation of the many 
Imlian enactments and Parliamentary Statutes affeetiug this country. I feel 
sure that you will desire tliat this brief tribute to liis work and this expres- 
sion of sorrow at his death should find a place in the records of the Council 
with which he was so long and so closely connected. 

««««**« 


For some months past vague rumours have frnn time to time Reached 
my ears to the effect that persons restraim^d under Regulation III or under 
the Defence Act were ill-treated by th(‘ ] olice. Some of these rumours 
were of a sinister character and accused the police^ of torturing those in 
their charge. But though some of the accusations contained in the rumours 
were delinite enough — as I shall show by an example in a few moments — I 
found it extremely difficult to find any one who was willing or able to sub- 
stantiate them. Those whom I asked told me that they had heard sucdi and 
such a-tliing, (u- that such and such a story was common talk, but wIkuj 1 
asked further who was responsible for the story, or what grounds there were 
f(j)r supposing it to be true, no om^ eould tell me. Early in the ]>resent year, 
however. Mrs. Besant came forward with certain charges of torture wliich she 
submitted to the Government of India. She was not prepared to sul)8tantiate 
them and at first she even refused to give the names of those who were 
alleged to have been tortured. It was pointed out to her that if any sort of 
inquiry was to be made into the alh^gations which she l>r(>ught, it was essen- 
lial that the Government should be told firstly who were the ptTSons alleged 
to liave been ill-treaied, and secondly, what was the prt^cise nature of ill-treat- 
ment complained of. Mrs. Besant then, while still refusing to maintain the 
truth of the complaints or to give the name of her informant, whom she 
vaguely described as a gentleman whose name and address slu^ possessed, put 
in writing certain specific charges. Tlu' disadvantages of having to deal with 
eharges brought in this irresponsible manner must be obvious to everyone. 
Ne vert lieless, since this was the nearest approach to definiteness which the 
Government had been able to reach, it was decidinl to hold an investigation, 
and the task of holding the inquiry was undertaken by a high official having 
no connection of any kind with the police, namely, the Hon'ble Mr. Stevenson 
Moore, and an Indian non-official gentleman eminently qualified for the task 
by cliaraeter, by training and by professional ability, namely. Sir Benode 
Mitter. Perhaps I may be permitted to take this opportunity of publicly 
expressing to these two gentlemen the thanks of the Government for consen- 
ting to undertake this very disagreeable task. 

Now 1 come to the charges themselves. Mrs. Besant first stated 
vaguely that upwards of 100 persons under restraint on the islands in the 
neighbourho(xi of Chittagong wore ill-treated by the police. . The only obset- 
yation which I have to make with regard to that is that the total number of 
persons who from firfet to last have been under restraint on these islands is 
77, ajid that besides being hopelessly v-ague, the charge is therefore baSed 
upon ‘information which is hopelessly incorrect. When reduced to something 
definite, this charge amounted to a coinjilaint of ill-treatment made on 



Add*im- 
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trf eleven ^iotenue. All’ thetjo^perj^ens were examined by the inyesti- 
4|fattii^ committee, amd I cannot do better than quote the finding at which they 
toye arrived : — 


Of these 11 persons two . . . ^ have said before us that the complaints 

false. One .... makes minor complaints whicli are shown to be 
wholly unreliable, while four . . . , have declined to make any 
char^res of ill-treatment before us, and so far as we have been able to tost the 
CKW^plaints which were communicated by Mrs. Besant, we have found that 
they foiled to satisfy the test, and the failure was of a kind that justified us 
in believing them unworthy of credence. We are thus left with four persons 
only .... who have made^ before us specific charges of ill-treatment 
and torture against the officers of the Infelligenco Branch and the Special 
Branch. We have analysed these charges at some length with the result that 
we are satisfied that they are quite unfounded.* 


1 propose to publish both the charges brought by Mrs. Bt^sant and the 
findings of the investigating committee and I do not intend, therefore, to 
trouble the Council with more than u simple example taken from the former. 
The charge I select as typical of all of them is that a certain person, Amriia 
Lai Sarkar by name, was brutally mutilated by the police. So much for the 
accusation. Now what are the facts ? Amrita Lai Sarkar was arrested on 
September 27th, 1916. On arrest he was found to ho suffering from a com- 
plaint the nature of which was explaine d to him by a surgeon of tfie Indian 
Medical Service. He w^as further advised by the surgeon that an operation 
was desirable ; and with the patient*s consent the operation was successfully 
performed. Those are the facts of the case which are vouche<l for by the sur- 
geon himself whose certificatt^ we possc^ss. f have taken this particular 
charge as an example, because I have h^arnod from (liffert?nt sources that this 
story has gained the widest cun*t*ncy. At the same' time I cannot refrain 
from expressing my amazement that it slmuld be thought possible that deeds 
n‘ vailing the supreme efforts of tln^ Spanish Inquisition could be porpe^tratod 
in the 20th centup^ under British rule. If it be, iinleed, a fact that stories 
of this kind are believed l)y people of ordinary ini elligenetp then I confess 
that credulity could go no further and I am driven to tlu? eonclusion that 
the psychology of a certain section of the iH‘Ople of this Presidency is such 
that they are prepared to accept as gospel truth the wildest rumours to which 
imagination is capable of giving birth. 


Let me now sum up briofiy the salient features of this unsavoury 
episode. Firstly, Mrs. Besant submits to the Government of India a com- 
munication in which it is stated that over a hundred detenus on the inlands in 
the neighbourhood of Chittagong are being ill-treated and tortured. Secondly, 
on being pressed for something more definite she submits details of alleged 
ill-troatmeni not in over 100 cases, but in 11 cases only. 

Thirdly, on examination it is found that far from these 11 cases referring 
to systematic ill-treatment as was suggested in Mrs. Besant *h first communi- 
cation, they referred to episodes which are alleged to have occurred nearly 
two years ago. Fourthly, Mrs. Besant herself states that there is a con- 
spiracy among the detenus to break the internment rules and then, when gent 
to gaol, to hunger-strike, not, as is often alleged, as a ])rotest against illtreat- 
ment but as a protest against the failure of the Secretary of the State to 
gr^nt a general amnesty in commemoration of his visit. I may add that this 
is the solitary statement made by Mrs. Besant which is supported by 
Unimpeachable evidence in the shape of a cipher letter written by one 
detenu to another. Fifthly, such specific charges as were mad© have bean 
found to be groundless after investigation by an independent committee. 
Sixthly, the method by which the charges were brought to the notitSTe of 
Government was such that the committee were led to make the follawing 
observations : — 

In our opinion the method adopted for bringing them to the notice of 
overnnient, vi z^ , by unauthenticated ocanpfoints wA unsatisfactory'^ mnd 
calculated to hMapiir proper and couipiete inve8|igaffon/ ^ ^ 
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For myself I would add : let us have no more of these sctlirilaus aocusa- 
tions purveyed to Government through the agency of a middleipan who refuse 
either to name the source whence they tire derived or to accept responsibility 
for them. Let those who traduce English and Indian gentlemen sCr^^ing in 
the police force take their courage in both hands and come into the open. 
Until they do so we are entitled to draw our own conclusions as to the cause 
of the excessive modesty which constrains such persons to hide themselves 
behind the cloak of anonymity. The Special Branch of the police are carrying 
on a task of great difficulty and, as recent events have shown, of great 
danger also. 

It is deeply to be regretted — but Government have ample evidence that 
it is a fact — that the attitude of hostility towards the police on the one hand, 
and of scarcely veiled sympathy with the revolutionaries on the other, which 
has recently characterised a portion of the press and a certain section of 
the public, has enormously encouraged the party which looks to anarchy to 
achieve its ends. I am sorry to say that with some exceptions I have looked 
in vain for that outspoken condemnation which I should have expected to 
pour from Press and platform alike of the recent murder of three police 
officers and the attempted murder of several more. And when 1 observe 
the comparative indifference with which these foul deeds appear to be 
regarded, I find it difficult not to contrast with it the campaign of calumny 
and abuse against the ] olice of which the matter that I have dealt wfth 
to-day is a fair example. It is gratifying to find that there are some organs 
of public opinion at least which have the courage and the honesty to face 
the facts of the situation and to give to the police the credit which is their 
due. Let me quote from the Dacca Herald of June 17th ; — 

‘ We doubt very much if in any other country there is a batch of officers 
with that sense of duty and devotion which a large number of our police 
officers have shown. No fate has seemed too dangerous to prevent any of 
these gallant men from taking the greatest possible risk. This is the case 
of the dead head-constable. Only on Friday Patiram Singh had been 
discharged from the hospital after recovery from the wound he received 
during the raid in Asak Jamadar's Lane the other day. This did not prevent 
him from venturing on Saturday which has cost him his life.’ 

Everyone who knows anything of this side of the work of tlie police 
will endorse every word of that. But the paper has also laid its finger upon 
one of the dangers of the present situation. After referring to the sympathy 
which is C3xcited on behalf of the revolutionaries, the writer goes oil to 

‘ This sympathy, it is said, discharges the functions of a bacillus, and 
unless it is entirely eradicated the germ of the revolution will remain.’ 

No truer word was over written. It is a truth which I should like to 
see sent lorth from every platform and proclaimed in every newspaper 
throughout the land. When that is done — when these misguided persons are 
made to realise that methods such as these are abhorrent to every rigiit- 
thinking man, that by adopting such methods they excite not the sympathy 
but the strongest condemnation of every newspaper and every public man — 
then, and not till then, shall we see the cancer of anarchy eradicated from 
the soil. 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 


THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT No. 2) BILL. 1918. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming introduced a Bill further to amend the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, 1886. 


,He said : — 

Sir/t; beg leave^443i mh;pdu^|ke B^iagal 


Tenancy No 




The SeifgaH i 




Mte Gumming, 


asi 


The ol^e<it of this Bill is to maintain the policy of the framers of the 
Obbb Act — a policy from which the Gtovernment have never resiled, — before 
departure from that policy becomes crystallized. Now. in section 41 of the 
Oesa Act, we read as follows : — 


‘Every cultivating raiyat shall pay to the person to whom ront is payable one-half 
^ of the road oess and public works oess.* 


When the Act was first introduced in 1871, Govorninont took the prtw 
caution of issuing a ])roclamation, pointing out that every raiyat was bound to 
pay to the person to whom rent was payable, along with iiis rent, ono-lialf of 
the rate of road cess imposed by the Road Cess Committee, and the zaniindars 
and other holders were authorised to levy a cess at the half rate ; and 14 
years afterwards when Government found that some zamindars were recover- 
ing from their raiyats the full amount of road cess payable, a notification was 
again published, pointing out that the amount payable with the rent on 
account of the road and public works cess by any cultivating raiyat was only 
one-half of the full rate of cesses levied in the district. It has, however, 
since been held by the highest judicial authority that the provisions of section 
41, to which I have already referred, were neither exhaustive nor prohibitive ; 
and that there was nothing in its terms to prevent the parties, if otherwise 
competent, from entering into a contract under which the tenant contracted to 
pay the whole of the road and public works cess. Gov(3rnmont are, however, 
concerned with the policy on the basis of which section 41 was framed, and 
while the legal interpretation of the section as drafted in 1871, which is 
being judicially maintained, may be perfectly correct, it does not represent 
the intention of the framers of the Act, especially in view of the proclama- 
tions issued in 1871 and 1885. Enquiries have been made, and it has l)oen 
found that in certain districts of this province, kabuliyats have been taken, 
under which raiyats agree to pay more than half anna in tlie rupee, and that 
such kabuliyats, have been accepted by the civil courts. The object of the 
present legislation is to maintain the policy of the framers of the Act ; but it is 
recognized that it is not right to affect injuriously any })aymoiit which has 
hitherto been made either under the terms of any agreement executed between 
the parties with the protection of the civil courts, or without any such special 
contract, mistake and coercion always excepted. For that ])urpoHO, a proviso 
has been drafted that no suit shall lie for the recovery of anything paid before 
the date on which this Bijl may become law. The object in view has been 
effected by drafting a second clause containing such a proviso to section 74 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, which deals with impositions in addition to the 
actual rent which are prohibited. 


I should like to add that when the provisions of this proposed Bill were 
circulated in 1917, the opinion was advanced in certain quarters that it was 
desirable to protect the cases of permanent tenure-holders. It will ho noticed 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons that this has been considered, and 
the proposed amending Bill will not affect contracts entered into l)y the 
holders of j)ormanent leases who will still be subject to the provisions of 
section 179 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. This provision, as is well known to 
all those in this Council who have a special knowledge of revenue law, is one 
which permits ihe holder of a permanent tenure to grant a perniamint lease 
to his tenant on any terms agreed between them, which may, of course, 
include any special provision regarding cess. I may inform the Council that 
two of the leading judicial decisions on the subject deal with such cases, with 
which the present Bill is not concerned. 

These then, Sir, are the intentions of Government in connection with 
.this Bill, — first to make a clean sheet of what has happened in the past ; and * 
secondly, to la 3 ^ down explicitly what will be considered contrary to law in 

.E, V . ■ ♦ A " 
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Maharajadhiraja Bahadur cf Burdwap , : Mr, Eden. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

THE CALCUTTA HACKNEY-CARRIAGE BILL, 1918^ 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan, moved that the Calcutta Hackney-Carriage Bill, 1918, be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Duval, the Hon*ble 
Mr. Payne, the Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukherji Bahaciur, the Hon’ble 
Rai Dobendor Chunder Glioso Bahadur, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur, the Hon’ble Mr. Carter, the Hon’ble Mr. Eden, the Hon’ble 
Mr* Altaf Ali, the Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray and the mover, with 
instructions to submit their report in time for its presentation at the 
September meeting of the Council. 


He said : — 

“My Lord, I do not think that it requires many words from me at this 
stage of the Bill, but I would like to point out to this Council that they have 
by now received the opinions from the different public bodies and associa- 
tions on the Bill. Among these opinions, that of the Calcutta Corporation is 
undoubtedly the most important. In that opinion a new question of principle 
has been discussed, namely, that of the transfer of power from the hands of 
the Corporation to that of the Commissioner of Police. I may say that at the 
present stage Government propose to maintain an open mind on this question 
of control and will await the recommendations of the Select Committee before 
they decide what course to follow. It will therefore be open to the members 
of the Legislative Council to approver or otherwise the report of the Select 
Committee, when it is received, on this point. T may, however, point out to 
the representatives of the Corporation in this House that Government cannot 
entertain their proposal of transferring the power from the Commissioner of 
Police to the Corporation as regards the Calcutta Fire Brigade. This ques- 
tion does not arise as it is beyond the scope of the Bill.” 


The Hon’ble Mk. Eden said : — 

“My Lord, when introducing this Bill on the 19th February last the 
Hon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha gave us a brief history of the events which have led 
up to the introduction of the Bill. There is one matter, however, to which he 
omitted to refer, and to which T now wish to call attention. At the Council 
meeting held at Dacca on 7th August 1916, wlien the Report of the Select 
Committee appointed to consider the Amending Bill of 1916 was presented, 
several Hon’blo Members offered suggestions for consideration when the new 
Consolidating Bill was being framed. 

In speaking at that meeting to the motion that the Amending Bill bo not 
farther proceeded with, I recommended that when framing a new Bill to deal 
with the hackney-carriage service of Calcutta, the whole of the hackney- 
carriage services, whether horse drawn or mechanically ])ropelled, should be 
placed under one controlling authority, and that bullock and buffalo carts, 
motor lorries, palanquins and rickshaws should be included in the scope of 
the new Bill. 

In replying to the speeches of Hon’ble Members the Hon’blo Member in 
charge of the Bill, the Hon’blo Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda, referred to 
the various suggestions whidi had been made ; and with reference to the 
question of placing the regulation of hackney-carriages and motor cabs under 
one controlling authority he said that the matter would be considered befOTe 
the new Consolidating Bill was placed before the Council, and he gave his 
assurance to Hon’ble Members that their suggestions would 1^ taken into 
consideration and, if desirable, would be incorporated in the^ObusQ^ating Bill 
it was drafted. ^ 
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The Bill has been published and has been circulated to the Corporation 
nd other public bodies inviting their opinions on it, and from the replies 
^hich have been received, I see that there is a strong feeling which is 
supported by the Corporation that the Hackney-Carriage Department should 
be transferred from the Corporation to the Police. 

Under the Bill which is now before the House, it is proposed to continue 
the anomaly whereby the registering, licensing and regulation of horse- 
drawn hackney-carriages are to be controlled by the Corporation, while those 
of taxi cabs are to be controlled by the police, and while at the same time the 
control of all vehicular traffic in the streets is in the hands of the police. 

I do not want it to be supposed that I am dissatisfied with or find fauH 
with the Corporation’s administration of the Hackney-Carriage Department ; 
I believe that much credit is due to the Corporation for their administration 
of the department within the limitation of the power provided for thorn 
under the existing Act ; and in this connection it must bo remembered that 
the Amending Bill of two years ago and the Bill now before the House is the 
dii*ect result of many years of appeal to Government by the Corporation for 
greater and additional powers to enable them to exercise a more effective 
control and to deal more efficiently with the hackney-carriage service. 

But although I am not expressing dissatisfaction with the administration 
and control of the Hackney-Carriage Department by the Corporation, I am of 
opinion that in order to provide the (^ity of Calcutta with an effective service 
of public conveyances plying for hire, a groat deal more requires to be done 
than the Corporation have given evidence of doing, or than it is possible to do 
under the present system of a department of the (corporation. 

The object to be obtained is to secure the greatest efficioiu^y with a 
complete power of control over all classes of public conveyances plying for 
hire. Such can best be obtained by a single control, and such control can 
best be exercised by the authority which already possesses tlu^ power of 
control over all classes of vehicular traffic in our streets. 

The (^or| oration have recommended that the Hackney-Carriage Depart- 
ment of the (Jorporation should be taken over bodily and formed into a separate 
Traffic Department of tlio Police in charge of an officer of the status of a 
Deputy Commissioner. 

I go further than this, and recommend that an entirely new doimrtment 
should bo created which would administer under one combined control the 
regulation of the traffic in the streets as well as the registration and 
licensing of all public conveyances plying for hire, inclu ling liorse-drawn 
hackney-carriages, motor taxi cabs, palanquins, rickshaws, motor lorries, and 
bullock and buffalo carts. The department sliould bo under the control of 
the Commissioner of Police with an officer of the rank of a Deputy Commis- 
sioner in charge of it, wlio would give his whole-time service to the dcjpart- 
ment. This new department would take over the present Ilackney-Carri{^;^e 
Department of the Corporation and also the present Motor and Taxi Cab 
Department of the Police; the two shoukl be amalgamated and such otlier 
departments which deal with bullock and buffalo earls should he included. 

I shall be sorry to delay the passing of a Bill which has for its object the 
improvement of the hackney-carriage service. Such a measure has already 
been too long delayed, but while the matter is before us, it is better to submit 
to some further delay if by doing so greater improvement can be obtained. 

In supporting the motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee^ 
I do so with the recommendation that the Select Committee shall consider 
the proposals which have been made for the creation of a now department to 
control all public conveyances plying for hire. 

There is another matter to which I wish to refer. Several proposals have 
been put Tin im [ii (t ijni|iidljr. which have received a considerable amount of 
support, for the morenu^uie treatment of hackney-carriage animals. 
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These proposals may be summed up as : — 

(1) The provision of stables for hackney-carriage horses under the 

control of the authority administering the Act.. 

(2) The provision of veterinary care and inspection of animals and the 

control of the hours worked by and the condition of animals. 

A very strong opinion is held that in no other way can the humane treatment 
of hackney-carriago horses be secured. 

In putting forward this proposal for the care of horses, I have no inten- 
tion of advocating that the cost of hackney-carriages to the public should 
be increased or that the vested interests of owners should be unduly inter- 
fered witli or tlieir legitimate profits decreased. But I repudiate any 8^g- 
gostion that the public desire cheapness of fares at the coat of injustice and 
inhumanity to dumb animals, and I must leave the working out of an equit- 
able settlement of the interests of the public and of the owners to sub- 
sequent enquiry and arrangement. 

There is no doubt that at present there is a vast amount of cruelty to 
hackney-carriage horses : the fact that about 2,500 prosecutions by the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in one year in respect of 
horses were successful is Convincing evidence.*' 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendha Ohandka Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, I venture to place a few suggestions before this Council. 

The Hackney-Carriage Act, Bengal I of 1864, was introduced in the 
Bengal Legislative Council by Nawalj Abdul Latif Khan. The objects of 
the measure were to avoid the extortion of native livery stable-keepers, to 
provide a regulated scale of fees and to place the relations between the 
carriage-hiring community and the owners and drivers of gharries on a satis- 
factory footing. Mr. F. R. Cockerell's amending Act V of 1866 which was a 
retrograde movement was amended by Mr. Reynolds' Act in 1878. By this 
Act the Local Government placed the registering officer under the control 
and supervision of the Calcutta Corporation. The Hon'ble Mr. Cotton, in 
introducing the Bill, remarked that the public of Calcutta, both the residents 
and visitors to the place, have complained, and with good reason, of the 
extreme inefficiency of the ticca gharries of the city and of the disreputable 
manner in which they are turned out. We are concerned in framing good 
and effective laws. There is a public sentiment that the present Act has not 
done much good. The same high charge and extortionate demand of gharri- 
wallas exist as it were in 1864, 1866 and 1878. The Hon’ble Mr. Cotton 
observed that the expi-ession suburbs of Calcutta has, however, no legal 
molining since the greater portion of the old suburban municipality has been 
amalgamated with the town. It does not and never did include Howrah. 
But at. present the Corporation conducts the business not only for the town 
but also for neighbouring municipalities including Howrah and makes over 
to them a certain portion of the registration foes. In order to legalise this 
procedure the now Bill authorises the Local Government to include or exclude 
within the limits of Calcutta any local area in the vicinity of the sa^uie. 
Although there is a clause in the Bill empowering the Lieutenant-Governor 
to extend its provisions to any town or place it would seem that such 
extension implies a separate administration and not the administration by 
one authority — wVie Ist' April 1891 Calcutta GazetiCj Part IV, paragraph 12. 

The present Hackney-Carriage Bill is framed to consolidate and amend 
the law relating to hackney-carriages and palanquins and to make certain 
provisions with regard to uckshaws in Calcutta.^ Tlie when passed into 
« law may be Extended by clause 2 to any other or local area and by 
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clause 82 eflfect is to be given to the provisions of the -Act. It is, therefore, 
necessary that I should venture to discuss some of the principles enunciated 
in the Bill for the consideration of the CounciL Just as you come to Sealdah 
or Howrah Railway station your trouble commences with the hackney- 
carriage drivers. One feels that the charge is exorbitant and sometimes 
extortionate. The intention of the Bill is to do away with this inconvenience. 
In every mufassal town where the present Act is in operation tho remark 
applies in full force. To begin with, the definition of ‘ hackney-carriage ’ 
is defective. In the mufassal motors are excluded from being taxed. If 
marketable commodities only are taken in hackney-carriages, will the 
definition given be sufficient ? In clause 6 the power of removal of the 
Registering Officer does not appear clearly. The present Act, however, allows 
that (section 6, clause 3). The commencement of the year should be from 
April to be consistent with the provisions of section i.^3 of the Btmgal 
Municipal Act for levying a tax on a carriage or horse. In clause 9(7) 1 do 
not think it will be judicious to introduce the words ‘ any person ’ for the 
word ‘owner.' Ownership and possession should be traced to the hackney- 
carriage. This principle should not be lost sight of. In clause 13, then? is 
no provision for suspension and cancellation of the registration of a carriage 
if any horse or harness used in such carriage is found unfit for public use. 
The present Act contains no such principle. Tho words ‘ duly registered 
under the Act ' under clause 17(7) have ^ven rise to a few judicial decisions. 
There is nothing in the clause which indicates the local area. 


Provision in the Bill should bo made to do away with this ambiguity and 
the words ‘duly registered under the Act* should be supplernontod with the 
words ‘duly registered in the Act within the local area or tho municipality 
wherein the carriage is intended to be used or plied for hire *. 


The Bill now before the Council does not provide anything to prohibit 
double registration and the levy of double fees like that of (Calcutta and tin? 
suburbs. It is necessary that there should be a distinct provision in the Bill. 
I may refer to tho proceedings of the Legislative Council, dated 18th April 
1891, when the Hon'ble Sir Henry Cotton presented tin? Hackney-Carriage 
Bill. Clause 82 of the present Bill demands amendment. It is the intention 
of the framer of the Bill to allow amalgamations of one or more munieipalitios. 
This may be allowed as the case in Calcutta. There are various other points 
which the mufassal municipalities may present to the Council for l)eing intro- 
duced into the Bill. Supposing a railway station is without the limits of a 
municipality, can the Commissioners compel tho driver of a liackney-carriage 
to take the passengers to the station under the Hackney-Carriage Act ? 
Practical difficulties wore felt in administering the Hackney-Carriage Act and 
many prosecutions were unsuccessful. Again passengers felt a difficulty to 
pay legal hire to the drivers and there was none to enforce the lav/ in the 
railway stations. A complaint in the Magistrate's court is felt to h<? very 
troublesome and vexatious. There ought to bt? some remedy to put an end 
to the trouble of the passengers. The police officers are also bad customers. 
Sometimes these hackney-carriage drivers decline to go to the railway stations 
which are not within the limits of the municipality. These are matters of 
daily experience to those who are in charge of municipal affairs in the prin- 
cipal towns outside Calcutta. I beg to bring to the notice of the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Bill to modify the provisions of the Bill so that the 
Bill when passed may remedy the grievances of the people who stay in the 
principal towns where the law is to be extended. It is very difficult to state 
concrete cases within a limited time to persuade hini as to the absolute 
necessity of making the law elastic so as to meet the difficulties felt by the 
rate-payers residing within the jurisdiction of mufassal municipalities. ^ There 
are places where hackney-carriages and horses are kept in stables which are 
outside the limits of municipal towns. There ought to be provisions to 
regulate the fare whi<ih.thd drivers demand." 
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Tbe Hon’ble Rai Radha Oharan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, I do not know whether I shaU be in order to move a slight 
amendment. The members of the Select Committee have been selected by 
Government without any reference to the wishes of non-^official members 
compasing the Council. That is the practice which has been going on ever 
since I have been associated with the Council and long before that. I do not 
know whether I shall be in order to move an amendment to the effect that 
the name of the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur be added to 
the Select Committee.*’ 


The President said: — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is entitled to move amendments at this stage and 
it will then be for the Member of Government in charge of the Bill to express 
his view witli regard to the amendments moved.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“ With Your Excellency’s permission I move an amendment that the name 
of the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur be added to the Select 
Committee. The Hon’ble Member has studied the Bill carefully and 1 believe 
that his presence in the Committee will facilitate the work of the Council and 
we shall Ijo benehted by his advice as coming from one who has been the 
Chairman of a mufassal municipality fur many years. 


The Hon’ble the Mahauajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said : — 

I am quite ])repared to accept the amendment of the Hon’ble Rai 
Radha Charan Pal Bahadur.” 


The President said : — 

” Unless any other member wishes to speak on the amendment, I will 
put the amendment now. The discussion on the main question can then 
continue.” 

The amendment was then put by the President and carried. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

” My Lord, I shall now make some observations in regard to the Bill. 
I mpst point out that the different amending Acts wore all introduced into 
the Council mainly on the recommendations of the Corporation of Calcutta. 
The Bill which is now before us is also the outcome of the recommendations 
of the Corporation. My Hon’ble friend Mr. Eden, although he desires that 
hackney-carriages should be placed in the hands of the Commissioner df 
Police, still pays a tribute to the efficiency with which the administration of 
the Hackney-Carriage Department was carried on by the Corporation. My 
Lord, a new proposal has been made by the Corporation that the Hackney- 
(iarriage Department should be taken out of the hand of the Corporation 
and made over to the Commissioner of Police. Those who have perused the 
proceedings of the Corporation must have observed that that motion was 
carried by a bare majority. In fact I remember that when votes were taken 
there was an equality of votes and the Chairman was in a fix on which aide 
to give his casting vote. Then a poll was taken and it was found that one or 
two of the Commissioners came to the Chairman’s rescue. Therefore it will 
be seen that the opinion of the Corporation was very distinctly divided on 
the subject. My Lord, there was another condition on which their recom- 
mendation for giving up the Hackney-Carriage Department was made<Md 
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that condition, which w«'is accoptiMi on th(' rceoinniriKlation of the (^diairnian 
of the Corponition, was that, the Fire Hri^radt^ should ht^ made over to the 
Corporation in exclmn^ri.. 1 believe that tlu^ (^n-poration w(^nKl not have 
agreed to part with the H a ckney-( Carriage Department if tliey kmnv that 
they could not get the Firt^ JJrigade Department in (‘Xi hangi*. I* uiuhnstand 
from what has fallen from the Hon’hh^ the Maharajad hira ja Bahadur that 
no such bargain can be ent(n*tained, and theridore I think that tin* n*com~ 
mendation of the (corporation to make over the Hackin y-( kirriagt> 1 h*part nuiit 
to th(' (^anniissioner of Police also falls to thc' ground, lu caust' it was a 
conditional offer and in no way an unconditional om'. ddu' llon ble Mr. Ivhm 
suggest,(Ml that there should 1 m^ an entirt^ly mnv d('j>artmiMit which shall have 
control ovtu* not only t in* motor service, the taxi cal), tin' hackiM‘y-carriagc, but 
will also include bulloi'k and butValo carts — that, of t'ourse. is not iiutluili'd in 
the recommendations of tin* ( V)r])oratio!i — and that they shouhl be under a 
superior offiian* who shall be uinhn- the ( 'Ominissiom‘r of Polita*. lit* thinks 
that, if his sugg(*slion is adopt(*d tlnue will lx* an improvtnnenl in the condi- 
tion of carnag(*s and charts and (‘ven of animals. But, my Lord, I must say t his 
that vvhih' then* is some force in tin* obsi'rvc'it ion that tlu'se should all conn' 
under om' departnu*nt , I do not st‘t* why hi* is so anxious to ov(*rburth*n an 
alreatJy liaiaL worked department with more woi k wlnm they ( annot coj't* with 
the ordinai'y t.raltic in the northein quarter of tlu* town. V\ liy should this 
de])artnient b(* umh'r the nominal (*harge of the head of t Im (’ahuitta Police ? 
d here is the (h)rporation of (^ahnitta who will lx* lx'tt(>r able! to take* ( barge of 
suc*h a departnu*nt than t lit* ( V)minissioner oj^ Poliix* who is already ov<'r- 
biirdeiKMl with work. Of course*, a single* oHice'r will b<' tin' dictator over t liis 
department. But I think in these' days of progress it would lx* going backward 
t.o place* t he administ ration und(*r otie pei'son. A publier administrat ion like t he 
HackiK'y-Cii rriage Dc'partme'iit to which may be* addeel tin' motoi* se'vviex*, the* 
cart n'gist rat ion , cii\, may be* amalgamat (*<1 and f)Iac('d uneh ]* t he^ ( h >r])oration. 
In you r count ly. my Lord, I lind t hat the 1 1 ac.k m‘y-Oa rri[ige Departments are 
in the hands of public, IxHlit'S — the District (hxincils atnl the' tV)Unty (’ouncils. 
I find on page* of the book ‘ Lo(m 1 O overnme'iit,' by Wright and II obhouse*, t hat 
t he liex'iising and re*gisteriTig ant horit ies of hackne'y-carriag‘s ai'e* t he* District 
(h)uncils. And why should it be mad(‘ove'r I o the Oommissioner of I’olice* he‘re ? 
Why should it Ix' place'd in the hands of a single* othcer ? It- wouhl Ix' going 
be*hind the times m this ])rogressive age*. The‘n, my Lore 1, it. has Imm'h pro|)oscd 
that like* the* liaHic the* r<*gistratie)n e)f hack ney-<‘arriage*s shoule! also pass unele*r 
the* control e)f tlm Police*. But this r<*e]uii-e*s a kne)wl(*elge* of 1 he* elise*as(‘s of 
animals, the* (condition e»f horse's anel carnage's and such othe i' things, ainl I 
t.hiidv it rexjuires e'Xpe*it knowlcelge* and the' ( h)mniissione*r e»f Bolicf' is le*ast 
capable* of (h)ing it. ddn'Se' t hings she>uld Ix' h'ft. te) an (‘Xper t stall sue;h as 
the ( h)rporation have* got. It may be' sale] that (krrporation have* jiassed a 
resolution i*e*ce xmin'iiding the t.ransler. But it must be* boiaie* in minel that, the* 
bare* majeri'ity were*. le*el to lx*lie*ve' that by giving up t In; I lae;kne*y-Larriag(' 
Departme'nt the*y will g(*t the Fire Brigade. I>ut, that is ne>t to lx* the* ciase* 
now as has been de'clareel by the* Ilexi’ble the Maharajaelhiraja I>ahaelur. 
Ever since' 1878 the Hackney-l Carriage* Department of t he* ( hrrporat ion have' 
carriexl out the ir work aelmirably. ddiere* hava* benm consiele'iable* imjirove'ments 
in e arriage, <*tc., as a result of the* aelmirabh' Ruggestions maeh' by various 
memlx'rs of t he* Oorjxii-at ion who texrk an interest in t he* affairs e)f hackne-y- 
e*arriages. As re'gards the history eif the* transfer of the IIacknf*y-"( 'arriage' 
Depart me nt ter the' ( /orporatiern from t he hands e»f the*. Police*, I might r(*minrl the*. 
(Council that it was done at. the* instance, of a Police* oflice*r whe) was alse> a 
Deputy (x)mmissioner e>f Police. I allude* U) Jejhn IMe ssingtexi Koberts wliei 
came* out from 'Scotland Yard as a constable anel rose* to be' the' Chieff 
Magistrate of Calcutta. He was a most active? memhe*r ejf the (Corporation. 
His motion for t ransferring the hackney-carriage* service* to the* ( Ce)rporation 
was carneeL The (govern mem t accepted the* elecision e)f the* Co^orai>ie)n at the, 
recommendation of Mr. Ke^ynolds who wan appe^inte^el to inquire into the matter, 
and the Bill was accordingly passed iir 1878. Kver since' that time the 
Corporation have been administering the affairs of the department and no 
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rnaHon lia^ hooii nhown why it should now he transferred again to the 
Commissioner of Police. vSome have ohserved that tliere is bribery in the 
Corporation Hackney-( Uirriage Department. Byt there is bribery also in the 
Police Department. The; (jharriwallahs should not be fleeced both ways. That 
sort of arrar»g(unent, my Lord, was placed before the Corporation. Like the 
traffic Police tin* n^gistering Police may constitute a separate department 
but that w<)n’t sav<? the fjharri^rallahs. They will have to pay the subordinate 
Police staff bot h in the Rc^gistration and '^IVaffic Departments, if they are so 
incline.d. On these grounds, my Lord, I strongly oppose the transfer of the 
Hackney-C carriage Department to the iVdice. 1 am gratified to know that 
Cov(^rnrnent have key)t an open mind in the matter. Although the Chairman 
of the Corporation and I are in opj)osite camps in this matter — the idea of 
transfer emanated from him — 1 am sure the Scdect Committee, constituted 
as it is, will give it its due consideration.'’ 


The motion was then put in the following form and agreed to : — 

“ That the (Calcutta Hackney-Carriage Hill, 11)18. be nd'erred to a S(‘h‘Ct, 
Committee consisting of the Hon’l)le Sir Hijay ( -hand Mahtab, Maharajafi hiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan, the Hon’ble Mr. Duval, idu' llon’bh' Mr. Payne, the 
Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahadur, the Hon’ble Rai Debender 
(diunder Chose Bahadur, the Hon’ble Rai Radha (diaran Pal Bahadur, the 
Hon’l)le Mr. (>arter, the Hoit’blo Mr. Kden, the Hoii’ble Mr. Altaf Ali, tlie 
Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray and the* Hon’ble Rai Maliendra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur with instructions to submit their lO'port in time for its presen- 
tation at the September meeting of tin* Council.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

RESOLUTION. 

{Under the rules for the discussion <f nintiers (f general public irUeresf.) 

The Hon’ble Baiui Kisiirun MruiAN (hiAunuuui asked permission to 
withdraw the following resolution : — 

This (Vuincil recoinimuids to the Covernor in Council that a Committee 
of officials and non-officials be appointed to inquire into and report upon the 
desirability of taking legislative action for discouraging ])roressional beggary 
in all municipalities in Bengal including Calcutta. 


He said: — 

My Lord, as there is a difl’erenct* t)f opinion among the Hon’ble Members 
and having given the nuatter my best consid('rat ion, 1 ask for Your Excellency’s 
permission to withdraw the motion.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cuium, in objecting to the motion being withdrawn, 
said : — 

'*My Lord, with regard to this motion, 1 shall in my remarks not discuss 
the municipalities other than Calcutta ; because, first, I have no knowledge of 
the municipalities outside Calcutta ; and, secondly, their treatment, speaking 
generally, should be quite difterent from that accorded to Calcutta. 
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There are three classes of begi^ars in Calcutta. First of all, there is the 
religious mendicant ; secondly, the r>rofessional beggar who st^ts ui) his house 
in the corner of the streets and got^s there every day ; and thirdly, the casual 
and really indigent beggar. Now, of these three classics I ain perft^ctly 
certain that as regards the religious mendicant no Member of this Council 
has any desire to interfere with in any way or to offend in any way the 
religious susceptibilities of the people of Bengal C therefore, propost‘ to leave 
the case of religious mendicants out of my consideration 

Ah regards the professional beggar, I think that anybojy who has been 
through the streets of Calcutta and seen the conditions of these beggars must 
agree with me that something is really and urgentl^^ nect^ssary as n^gards the 
present powers of the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. Unili r I he'^Calcutta 
Police Act, there arc* powers to arrc^st lu^ggars generally and to dt^al with them 
under sections 70 and 70A of tlic^ (Calcutta Police Act. Se(*tion 70 gives p >wer 
to a Magistrate to imprison a bc'ggar for om* month with or without hard 
labour. Seetion 70A gives power to a Magistrate* to semd a beggar l.o a certain 
place such as the Reduge specially sed up for thc^ purpose*. Se(*tioii 70 dt*als 
really witli thc^ prob'ssioual beggar who sits in a cormu- of the* strt*cM and 
cdicits the sympathy of the passc‘rs“by ami finds it much easic*r to obtain his 
livelihood by begging than by any othcM* inc‘ans. S()in(ddm(*s a child or a 
woman is sent, out to b<*g and a man farms and (‘ollec*ls thc*ir daily saving. 
It is interc*sting, I think, to discuss the rc\sults that this st*et ion of thc^ Act 
has achievc*d. Last year, I am told, in (Calcutta 2,7.d0 bt^ggars vvt‘rc* arrc^stccd . 
Out of these 151 wercout her d ismissc*d with (*aiition or dc^taincnl until thc^ 
(h)Urt. had tinishcul sitting. About 1 ;^0 wtu*e sent to tin* house* of juvt*nil(* 
detc*nti(»n and a f(*w more* weu(‘ sent t.o the* Le*p(^r Asylum and five* more* se*!)! 
to the* Pefuge*. I submit, my Lorel, with refewe'iice* to ])rofe*SMional be^ggars 
whe) sit in tin* (‘orm'rs e>f sheets daily, that the*re‘ ise*illn*r se>me‘thing elefe*etive' 
in the* Act, oi* that the* Magistrates ele> ne>t take^ se*rie»jsly emongh the* be‘havie)ur 
of t lje*se* pe*o}>|e‘. 

Them, We* ha\'e^ t he* t liii el class, /.e., the* rival <*asual be*ggar ; anei I am 
epiite sitisfie*d tliat. the‘re* ai’e* a numbeu’ ol pe‘oj)je in (^•lleulta wlio are* I'evilly 
ineligent and t he*re* is nothing at. ])rese‘nt to pia)vie|e foj* t ln^se* peM)]>|e* exee*]>t the^ 
lie*fuge* ami a fe*w sirnilai- institutie»ns of charity. I am afraid I am ope*ning out 
a ven*y big epiest ion, but. it elects se*e*m to me* that the* time' lias (jonn* whe*n the> 
wholes questie)!! should be* discuss<*d. The' position is, liowe ve*i', epiit e* diifeu'emt 
in t.lji* villages. 1 am told t hat in t he' \ illage's — alt hough I am not mysedf 
acquainted with the eonelitions of affairs there — there* is still a vemy wonelew ful 
systtun of private* charity; while* in Cale*utt.a that has gradually el isapjiea red. 
The associations of tin* Hindu joint family syste*m are notliing like* so st rong 
as tlioy weio 20 years ago. ddi(?re*fore*, s(H*ing the' niimbeu* of the' r(*ally jioor 
beggai’S in the* strt;e'ts who are* unable* tej proviele for tliemse*! vc's, it Heje'ins to 
me; that the' time; has t'oinc' to i)r()viele' for t.he*Se; pe'ople; by some; kind ef work- 
house or institution or alms house*. d'he Refuge' is the; einly jilaci* at pre'sent 
where tht'y can go and the pe*o}»le in charge; of that institution do the* utmost, 
they can to keep it going. But Hon’blt* Members who liave* se*('n it will rtgri'e; 
with me* that it. is not a ve'ry desirable place* ; all elassi's are* imx(*d up the^re* 
and it is in a very undesirable locality in Bowbazar Street. VNdial I j)n^[)e>He' 
is not le'gislatiori but examination, and 1 do not know whe ther le'gishjtion is 
necessary e>r not ; but I think that the time has come for an e*n(^uiry into the 
whole condition of the poor in Calcutta. I he)|)e' (iove'rnme'nt will see* theur 
way to accepting tliis resolution in this sense that an (*n<juiry may beheld into 
this matter, ‘which I feel is a real disgrac'e; to the; fair iiaine; of Calcutta.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Chakan Pal Hahaduk said : — 

“I do not know, iriy Lord, whether this* motion has already been with- 
drawn or is still being discussed.” 
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The President ; Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur. 

Tlie PREHIDKNT said : — 

‘‘The qiioHtion ot tln! withdrawal of a motion reatn with the Hoirble 
Menil»arH of tliis (youncil. A motion (cannot he withdrawn exeej)!, hy leave of 
the (kmncil ; when I anked that hy pleanurt* of fh(^ (/Oiineil the motion mi^ht 
he withdrawn an Hon ’hie Memher rose and oh jecl ed to this heiiij^ done, as he 
wished to diseusH il . Tlie resolut ion must tlierefore he diseussed before it is 
dispoH(^d of. ” 


Tlie Hon’hle Hai Radha (hrAKAN pAl. Hahaouk said : — 

ddiis is a very inten^stin^ sub jt^et and I have some knowli d^e of the 
sort of Ix^g^^ing that goes on in (hileutta. T\\v dis(;us:-ion that has hetui raised 
hy the Jlon’hle Mr. (h*um is also inter(*sting from another point (if view. 
ddi(‘ first issu(‘ is whetlu^r we should approach (xoverninent, to tak(^ some 
steps in c(jnneetion with the professional beggars and, secondly, wln^ther any 
legislativ(‘ action should lK^ taken in (connection with tine matter. So far as 
prolessional beggary is conc(M’ned, it is confiiuxl, apart from religious mendicants, 
to that, class (jf p(*.rsons who maktc something out. of t luc earnings of disahh‘d 
Ixcggars. That is t.o say, tlncse num (employ tlue h(‘ggars and coll(‘Ct t.h(‘ir 
earnings and hee.d and look after tlnun. ddie beggars are geiucrally cripples 
and 1 In^ men v\dio (unploy thmn are of thi^ very lowest class. VVhtM.her a lioint^ 
Hhould b(^ provid(5d for tine beggars is a matter f(->r the consideration of 
Govturunent.. I think it is (piittc within tln^ powtu* of (Jovtumment to provid(‘ 

sotiue place for t hes(» hedpb^ss f)oor. Tlnm I come to t h(‘ next (class of 

beggars — ])orsons in distn‘ss who cannot, actually conn^ and beg in tine street*!. 
Idiis class, I should say, is growing day by day. A man (darning Rs. 10 oi* 
20 a month elites, leaving his family consisting of his wife and. say, one' or 
two (children destitute'. d'ht\v cannot beg from stre^'t le) stree't as tht‘y had 
some* sort of respectability. As vSecrt‘tary of the* Indian se'ction of tin* Distinct 
(Miaritablc Socie'ty I have to deal with this t^lass of ]>(s)))le. I do not know 
wh(*th(*r this motion will be; acce^ptt'd by Government, but if an inepiiry is 
started, it. will bring all the^se facts into light and ste])s may be^ taken to 

ti’ain this se^ction of the* j)oor to le^arn some sort of industry and earn 

th(*ir living. It may be^ said that there is private* charity. Thtu'e* is indtHnl 
among the Hindus the system of mushti hhiksha^ that is to say, a be^ggar can 
call any morning in any Hindu house, before^ the hour of the last me^al, and 
get something from the mistn^ss e^f the houst* either in the^ shape of cookt'd 
ftKid or at the least a handful of rice. In that way a large number of mendi- 
cants eke out their living in ('alcutta. Rut 1 am not asking relit*f fen* th(*m. I 
am more conce*rneel with the* distre^ss of the cripple*(l and the^ Bhad raloy poor, who 
(cannot go from door t-odoor, and it is a question which should be considt'reul by 
our community. As regards the^ Alms House, I may inform the Gouncil of its 
history. It was in the early thirties that the id(\a of a Alms House was first 
mooted. A committee* is now sitting under the^ auspices of the District 
Charitable* Sexiiety to consider the matter of providing a new Alms House. 
Looking into the jiast history I find that a joint committee' was appointed in 
the early ihirtitis and even the idea of an Indian Alms House was considered 
by a spt'cial committee consisting e^f Ram Gopal Ghose, Rama Nath Tagort; 
and others. 1 find among the old records that only about Rs. 2,000 
was provided for an Indian Alms House. Rut the idea was abandoned when 
it was found that not many Hindu or Muhammadan widows would resort to 
it. The dirticulty is still the same. Those who have got some sort of re- 
spectability would never go to such a home. The' })rofessional class of beggars 
will not (*A)me* either as th(*y find strend-begging more profitable and they are 
disinclined to do even the slight Work which they wouhl be required to do in 
the Alms House. These are the questions to be considere*d by Government 
who should ascertain what are the needs of the cemntry at the present time 
in regard to this important matter.” 
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The Hon’ble Kai Dkhkniikr Chundek CJiio^e Hahaiu r saiil : — 

“ My Lord, if my Hon’ble friend Babu Kishori M«>lian C/liaudlmri had ehuBen 
to*piv88 his resolution for consideration, I should havo hdt very ^reat ilifti- 
culty in giving iny support to him having reganl to t.lu* vvoi\ls t^f his n^solu- 
tion because he wants the apjiointment of a ( Viminitt.tH* nt>l to suggest means 
for the alleviation of distress in the town of ( ':ih*utt.:i and ot her miniicipal 
towns in the Presidency but to ri*port up<m the di^sira bilit y of taking 
legislative ai^tioii for discouraging professional bt‘ggaiy oi all mu nieipalitu^s. 
Speaking for the tdwn of (Calcutta 1 think t Inna* is sntlicient legislative 
provision in the powers giV(*n to the Oommissiontn* of Police m tins matter. 

I do not think that without providing piHjr houst's for meeting tin* wants of 
people wh(» ar(^ obligtvl t.o bt*g. wt^ sfn>uld takt> legislat.i vi* action f<»r tin* 
purpose of further d isiioii raging professional beggars. I do not like to bi* 
liard u]>oii tlie poor, as tin* j)o »r are always with us. ILl.ln y cause you 
annoyanct^ you have to put up with tint annoyamu* to some ext.t*nt, ainl 1 
think tin* time has arrived w!n*n you sho; ii I seriously (n)nsidiM’ wlndht*]* you 
should havt^ poor louses in all municipal towns. I think aft(*r you provide 
that, there will bt* tinii* enough for giving more* ]K)Wt*rs to tin* ( h unmissioner 
of Police* to ari'esl pt‘oph* for In'gging fi»r alms in tln^ st rtH*ts ainl send tdiein to 
a j)lact* where tln‘y would l>c^ uinler no ne(‘essity for set^king alms. 'That is, 
my Lord, my altitinh* in this matter.” 


ddn* Hon’ble Mu. P. (k Mitikr said : — 

The (pn^sl ion whi(di has been raist^l is a vt*ry int erest ing oin*, but a lit t h^ 
considt*r*at ion will show llon’bh' IVfembm's that this is not so mindi a (jin^stion 
as to how to deal with this problem but. one of ways and means. It is lor t hat 
la^ason that, with Your Lordship’s permission, 1 wouhl move I h(H\»II( eving 
am(‘inlnn‘nt : — 

‘This (h)uneil rec(Unnn*nds t.o tin* (iova*rnor in (k»uncil iJial an iinjiiiry be 
ln‘ld into the (pit*stion of j )roft*Hsional beggary in the t.own ol (kdeutta, t.o 
sugg(‘st j>racti(*.al steps to (*Hin?tually ])ut a st<»j) to such b(‘ggary find imiuin^ 
into the (Uiuses tdieri*of.’ 

My Tjord, the obj(*ct with wlnkdi I havi' ventured to ])ropf>se this amend' 
meiit is that Your Lordship’s (ioverninent as widl fis tin* juiblic sln»uld know 
what the ri>al problems are. At t he pn^sent inonnmt we hav<^ a general idt^a of 
the j)roblem, but more than that is necessary. We should know, for t xample, 
hoW mu(di we shall have to ])ay for etrectually stopping bt*ggary which is 
a source of great annoyance in Cahu’tta. At tln^ pia^seiit momi'ut W(^ are told 
that Magistrates an* often disirndined to impose drastic; sentcunros. It is 
not for nn* to (pi(*stion tin*, acts of these Magistrate's, but I think ii. is 
rather c*ruel that a man should be stmt to jail without allowing him an 
t»pportunity to earn his livt'Hhood. As n‘gar<ls the man who, in spite td such 
opportunit ies, would not avail himself td them it may nol be impro|)er to Send 
him to jail. As we have; no institut ion where a man can earn his living, it 
is only right that vvii should know what tin; totfil cost lor su(;h instit iitit)ns 
will be. Then^ Is one mort; point t.o whicdi I should like to tiraw attention oi 
Hon’bh*. Members. fn my amt;ndimmt I have limited it to tin* town of 
(Jalcutta and I have dom; that, my Lord, for mort* than one r(*ason. Wr all 
know that the mufassal towns an^ co!ni)arativ(dy poor. Qm^stions ol tin; 
most ]>ressing importanct; — questions td wattu-siipply, drainagt;, and of 
education which vitally atft;ct t he health and the lib* ol tin; tlwelhii-s ol tln;H<^ 
municipalities an* neglected, and aptart from other retasons they an; Tn;gle(*led 
because of the poverty of the municipalities. We all know that save and ex 
copt the towns of Howrah and Dacca and the mill inunicipality ol Bhatpara, there 
is not a single municipality which has a t>opnlatiori <)f more than fifty thousand. 
These being the condition of affairs in those municipal areas it will perhaps 
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I>H unjuHt to saddle them with the expensoB of looking after their beggars. 
The H(;eond reason why I have limited it to Calcutta is because the question 
is not as pressing in mufassal municipalities as it is in Calcutta. The third 
rt ason is that if any municipal town can bear the expense it is Calcutta. For 
these reasons, my Lord, I move this amendment.” 


Tlu^ Hon’bb^ Mu. Mac’KUNzik said : — 

‘'My Lord, I could not quite catch why the Hon’ble Mover of this 
rt^solution wislied to withdraw it, but I strongly support the Hon’blo 
Mr. (hum 1n his suggestion that some enquiry on the line suggested in the 
resolution should be proceedtjd with, as ther(* is no doubt that the nuisance 
wlii(;h the ri^solution seeks to discourage is a growing one. As the Hon’ble 
Mr. (h-um has pointed out, under th(‘.* Calcutta Police; Act and tin; Calcutta 
Suburban Poli(;e A(;i, the Po]ic(> havt; powers to deal with the matter so far 
as (hahmtia and its suburbs are conc(n*ned, but it is quite obvious that these 
))ovv(u*s art^ iiisuilicient iiiasmucli as notwithstanding a large nunjber of arrests, 
amounting in the (‘ase of Cahuitta to somt‘ 3, ()()() or mon; per annum, the 
(h)mmissioner finds it extr(un(;ly ditticult t o riil thi; streets of these l)eggars. 
IL; i.hi ri‘f«)re finds it m*cesHary to ask for additional powers to enabh^ t!ie 
Police to deal satisfactorily with this problem. I hope that these powers 
will be giytm him and will also be; (‘xtend(;d to otlu;r parts of the Prt;sidency. 
Thert; is a special f(‘atur(‘ of tin* nuisanc(; to which I wish to direct particular 
attrition and that is the large* mind)er of b(;ggars oin* si‘es in the strct;ts 
sutlering from unsightly dis(‘ases. In th(*ir own intt‘rest no less than in 
the intt‘]a‘st s of the j)ublic gmierally t.hest* unforl unal t* ))eop!t* should bt‘ rtunoved 
from ])ubli(; thoroughfares. 1 understand that under section 70A of tin; 
(kdcutla Polici* Act Governiin‘nt may, by notification in the (^'iLvutta (Jazrtfr, 
d(^(;larf; any institution situated i‘ither in the town of Calcutta or in the 
suburlis tin*rt;of to b<; a ri^fiigt; for tin; re(a;pt.ion of agt*d, infiri]i or iin^urably 
dis(‘ased pm’sons convi(;t<‘d and s(;nt.(‘n(;(Hl to imprisonment. und(*r se; t.ion 70. 
So tar as 1 undtu’stand only oin* such plac(; has betui so notified — the R(*rug(‘ 
in Powl)a/ar Stre(;t — and as the llon’ble Mr. (b-um says this Refuge is not a 
very sarisl'actory instit ution and 1 und('rst.aiid, moreover, it is largely siij)p(»rted 
l)y public su l)scripl ion, I suggest that it is not right that t in* sup];ort of an 
institution of this kind should b(' U‘ft to individual efiort. To my mind it is 
ch‘arly tin* duty of tin* (lovcrnment to j>rovide suitable accomnuKlation foi* 
t In^se unfortunati* pt'ople and, if ne(*d be. to lax the wln4t; community for its 
maint I'liance. I hope* that if an (‘inpiiry is made, thi*’i feature ol the case will 
not be o\'erlooked.” 


The PkKsioknt said : — 

“ Idn* oi’igmal (]m;stion In'Tori; tin; Council is — 

‘ ddiis (/ouin'il recommends to the Gov(*rnor in Council that a Committt*e 
of otlii’ials and non-oilicials lu* appointed to inquirt* into and report on tin; 
matt t‘r with a view to taking legislat ive action for distaniraging ])rof(‘ssional 
beggary in all municipalities in Pengal including Calcutta.’ 

To this an amendment is })ropose{l by the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter in 
tin; following tt‘rms : — 

‘This Council recommendB to the Governor in Council that an inquiry be 
belli into the question of proft^ssional bi‘ggiiry in the town of Calcutta, to 
suggest practical steps to etiectually put a stop to such beggary and to inquire 
into the causi*s thereof.’ 

1 would jK)int out to the Hon’ble Member that as the amendment has 
only just been handed in, it is opcm to any Hon’ble Member who desires to do 
so to object to the amendment being moved. Is it the pleasure of the 
Council that flu* amendment be moved 
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Qhjoction not hoincf made, the Hon’ble Sik Hknky Wiikklkk said : 

My Lord.^it will l>e e<mv(Mii(*nt if I now briefly mdieal.t‘ how this t|Uesiion 
18 re^ard(vd by Gov'eriiiiieiii, and possibly in the lis^ht ol* what 1 may say, it 
may be re^arcb^l as unnecessary either by the movto- or by lli * Hoii’ble 
Mr, Mitter to niov(^ either th(‘ snbstatifive la sohition or the anunnl inent . 

The attitude of (o)V(M*iini( iif in this mattir is one of Full re<‘o^iii( ien of the 
important considerations involviMl, but it is also inspired by a eeriain d(‘^ree 
of caution as to whether wt^ have yt‘t reached tin* stajL^e of st iiin^ on Foi»t a 
formal t'lupiiry of tin* typ(‘ (u»ntem]>laf ( h 1 in t he n*.^olntion. 'riieii* is a deieet 
ifi the resolution, and 1 doubt. wh(*th(*r it has e>ntin'ly b(*en (‘un‘d by the 
speeches that, have Ikhmi madt^ to-day, iiiasmindi as althoiiLcIi it refers to f.ln* 
advisability of lepfislation on a somewhat diHicult qut*stion, it ^\vrs \(‘ry little 
inkling as to tla^ kind of h*jxislation which is to lx* advo(tated. As has bet ii 
pointed out, espt*cially in ( kdcutta, certain h^f^islalion is aln‘ady in loree. 
Outsicle. Calcutta, it is of a vcny mild kind, iiien'ly covering that section of tin* 
Polic(^ Act which makers it, an oiVenct* to expos(^ or exhibit any bodily ailna nt 
or di'formity. In Calcuita, the law is a litth* more elaborate ; a man may Im' 
arrested for b(*g^in^ arnl on conviction In* may b<* stnt to jail or to 
a Refnpre. St ill, even in (^.alentta, it is somewhat ehmientary h*^islat i(»n, atid, 
as we have also be(;n toUl, it. has not been very efl*ectiv(* in its w(»rk 
in^. A c(*rtaiu number of men are run in (‘very year and in a veiy short, 
t.ime tiiey n^sume tlndr pn^vic^us aet.iviti(*s. Hut tln^ s»>lution of piittintja man 
in jad, even il tlie permissibh* t,(*rm wjis ('Xl.end(‘d, say to six months or so, is 
not final or satisfac’tory. Tin* difticiilty cannot 1 m' met nn*r(dy by jxmrd aelion, 
and if wo p^o further than provisions of this des(n*ipl ion, we drift (juiekly, as 
has been reco^nistul t.liis niornini^, into souK^thin^ of tin* natiin* of a Poor 
Law. I have always unb'rslood t hat it. has biuui n^i^ardtul as oin* of t In^ 
happi(‘st features of fiKlian social organisation that, unlilov h'ss forliinat.e 
eoiintries in the* Wt‘sl,, it. has be(*n possiblei hitlu'rt.o in this country to d(*al 
with this (question of (‘xtreme poverty by tln^ (‘.xist.im^ rec,(»^ni.sed s(K*ial 
obhe^aiions instead of having to invokes tlu^ mon^ (daborate and less ( lastic 
machinery of oflicial relief. I appiadumd that tln'n^ are still large S(*(!tions 
who would prefer to s(‘(^ t lu^ I)robl(un continut^ to b(* grappltid with on l.ln^se 
lines rath(‘r than by mon^ mechanical State* metho Is. 

Hut. apart from tliat, w(^ have also special difficultie^s in India, such as i ln' 
case of religious mendicants, as also tlu^ redigious aspects of tln^ distribution 
of charity. Moreov(*r, when wo get to a Poor Law wc* an^ (mt,<n ing upon 
what has been found in tlu^ W(^st to b<^ a most diHicult and (5om])l icate< I 
probh*m, a ])robl(mi upon which ev(m now th(^r(^ arc* ve*ry <livt*rge,nt sclnuds of 
thought, and a problem which is far from being sat isfa(?l oiily solved. Any 
sort of official rtditT. as contrast.(Ml with privatf^ charity, is inevitably some- 
what hard and unsympath(M.ic, as it is hound to proc(M‘d according to rules 
and regulations in a matttu* in whicli human sympathy aiifl understanding 
play a largo part. Hut we hav(^ also to difTonmtiate b(*twc«ui diff'eicni tvpes 
of l>(3ggars — the man who is the victim of circumstancx's, t.ln^ maimed, t he halt 
and tlio blind, for whom asylums may he nujuired ; or again tin* person who 
is referrc 3 d to in old literature as the incorrigihle rogm*, tln^ man wlic» enn 
w(^rk hut won’t work, against whom mort5 drastic metho Is must Im* employ ed ; 
then there are the deserving pcKir, suff(*ring more* from misfortiim* t han lh(*ir 
own fault, for whom any foiin of indoor 7*(di(*r in«ay lx* inaj propriat<5 unless 
characterisf^d hy greater elements of kindly charity than is usnaJly possibles 
under such a system. All these arc difficulties of tin' [x-oblem, and as tin* 
Hon’blc Mr. P. C. Mitter has remarked, they ani all matte rs wliicli involve, 
very great expense. Poor Law is ordinarily a<iininist ei-ed from local [)oor 
rates, and their imposition is hound to add considerahly to the existing burdem 
of local taxation. The problem cannot ho mendy sol ved hy asking t Jov(*rnm(mt 
to help, although I may inform the TIon’hle Mr. Mactkcuizie that to ‘the 
Refuge ’ Government has in the past made very coiisid<^rahl(* contributions ; 
only the other day a sum of about Rs. 50,0(KJ was given to it, in addition 
to previous large donations. 
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IJicHu l)(*ing Jh(* facts, wo feel that it would be a little premature to 
appoint a coiiiinil toe at this stage, but wo are willing to do what will probab- 
ly moot tlu» Hon’ble MeinborK’ wislios, and tliat is to address those persons 
and b(Kli(is likely to be interested in the subject, and make enquiries of them 
as to \vh<dJi(‘r th(‘ problem of prof(‘ssional beggary has assumed serious 
proj)ortions an<l on wliat linens they would recommend action against it ; also 
by whom the cosl of any such ndief should be met. Some Hon’ble Members 
would confine the enquiry to (Calcutta, but while I fully admit that the case 
of Calcutta difiers very considerablj’^ from that vnifafisal municipalities, the 
east* of the latter has becui intrcxluced into this debate, and it may ] erhaps be 
as well tf) include it in th(‘ ref(;rence. Hy writing round to all and seeing what 
th(i general trend of opinion is, material will b(‘ cr)lh‘ct(^d from various bodies — 
in Calcutta from tlie Cor)x^ration, the District Charitable Sotdety, etc. — and 
we shall know how w(», stand and wliat stt'ps can best b(^ taken. It w(‘ then 
find, in the, ease of (>alculla in parti(‘ular, that th(»re is ro un for a more 
elaborate enquiry, I do not think that W(‘ shall hf‘sitaie to uiuhuMake it. 


ddie lb»n’l»h^MK. D. (b MrriKH said : — 

My Ijord, after wliat has falhm from t lu^ Hon’l>le Sir Ibuiry WluM'h'r, 1 
think OUT* purposi' will serv(*d by g<‘.tting more infoiination ; and later on 
p(*rhaps Cov(‘rHm(‘nt itsidf may bring forward what is m^eessary. Uiuhu* 
thes(‘ circumstances I do not wish to press my amendment,.” 


ddu‘ Hon’ble Mk. ('kum said : — 

”1 agrt'O witli the lIoTi’ble Mr. Mitt.er and have no objection to t lit' 
resolution btdng vvitdid wn.” 

Tht' n^solution and tlit' amt'udmt'nt, wtut' then, by leave of t ht' Dresidtnt, 
wit hdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

'Jdie llon’bh' Maulvi A. K. KAZL-i'i.-flAq m(»vcd tlu^ following 
resolution : — 

This (biuncil rt'conimends to the ( iovtunor in tbmneil that a (Jommitttt' be 
appoint txl l,o considta* what recomnuMulat ions can be madt' to ( Jovernimuit for 
bringing about as much imj)rov(un(Mit as possil>le in tht> prt^stmt, conditions so 
as to rtMliict' the acute dist ress }>rt‘, vailing in t he country owing to t ht‘ present 
high prices of (doth. 


He said ; — 

“ It is with somewhat iM>nfi(dent feelings that 1 ris(‘ to move this resolu- 
tion. ddie acute dist l ess that has been prevailing for some time past in the 
country is now t(xi much a mattm* of common knowledge to need any discussion 
in this (hnincil. 1 doubt if there is at the present moment any otlnu' matter, 
so far as tlu^ Indian section of the population is concerned, which is causing to 
any equal i‘xtent tln^ apprehensions that have been aroused in the minds 
oi all classes of the community by the high prices now pr^^yailing of cloth- It 
is also an admitted fact that this acnite distress is due to the abnormally low 
prices of rice and jute, and also to t he Jibnormally high prices of ch^th. As is 
well known, in former years a cultivator could purchase at least two pairs of 
4^otis by selling one maund of rice ami at least three pairs by selling one 
mauttd of jutee Roughly speaking, present conditipns he has to sell 
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about two maands of rice or jute in order to be ablt> to buy one pair of dhotis 
ain told that even two inauudn would not b(' suthciiMii. Koii^hly wpoak"* 
ing, tlu^ oxp(3n808 of a cultivator have gone up [our tinuvs and have put an 
unnecessarily heavy burden on his otlun-wise slender resources. 


My Lord, I find on the agtuida paper this morning that amongst tln> inter- 
pellations that have been made, there are no less than questions n'lating 
to the higli ])rices of cloth and also to the conni'cted question ol* tin* cultiva- 
tion of*cotton in a larger measurt^ in order to provide* some sort ol remeily for 
tlie present condition of things that is now prevailing in t his c'ounl rv. f 
believe it is known to the Hon’lih^. Memb(*rs of Coun(*il that there an* i^'poris 
of maii 3 ^ a sad tragi^dy in tin* domestic lib* of the pi^ifile — cast*s in wliich 
people hav(> committed suicide for not being able Jo juircdiase t he nec^essaiy 
wearing apparel for themselves or members of their family. In ansvvi*r to out' 
interpellation, (lovernment stat(*d that there was at b;ast om* gtmuim* case 
of this character that liad b(*on substantiatcul on enquiry, l>ut 1 believe tliat 
th(n'(‘ are nuiny (^asos that havi* not btum reportetl in the nt'wspapers aiul 
which hav(' not come wit iiin the purvievv of tln^ in vi^stigation t iiat was set 
on foot by Government. I havc^ rt^ason to boliev(* tliat more c!as(‘.s i>f sui(n*d(* 
liave happi'inui within the last fesv months tlian would aj>ptnar in answ(n*s 
t hat hav(G)tHm given to tin* int(u*pellat ions. Therofon*, it got‘s witlioiit saying 
that it is th(' l)Ound(*n duty of ( J overniin'iit. t,o try and tak»‘ imiiK'diati* st(q)s. 
I am also aware that Governmemt itself was ke(‘nly anxious to iiu* 1 tin* 
riHpiin'ments of the situation and trying its very best to lind out sons' rcunedy. 
I find tliat this (im*stion was brought to the notice of (iovernment as long 
ago as the 4\h S(>])temb(U’ 1917, by a (pieKtion that had btu>n ]>ut, by my 
llon’bh* friend, Babu Bliabendra (>han<lra Ray, to whieli tin' Govuu'iiment. 
was pleased to give the following reply : — 

‘The Local Government are aware that, uh ih unfortnnately Mk* cant^ wiifi otlier 
articlcns, the })riceH of dUotis and cloth havt* rim*n recently. No Bpecdal triKjuiry into th^^ 
circuiuHtances leading to this result in contemplated, as the main faet.s relalivo to the cdfectH 
of the war on manufacture and froitjht are known, and it in to thor^o elfecLs in general that 
the rise inaj^ be attributed. ( iov<Tninent is not aware of the prtcise storks of edoth at tin* 
moment available in (’ ilcutta, wbi.e Ih * legislation to which the I lon’hhi M‘*mbrr presum- 
ably refers is contained in Ordinance IX of 1914. As at pn*s *iit adviH(*d the Local Govern- 
ment dt) not conaitier that therc^ is a cas for action under tljat Ordinain^e in the mutter cd’ 
imported cloth, which ia apparently the course which the Hon’blo Meinb(5r has in niindd 

Then a resolution was moved on the* 19th February 19 IS, by tlj(? 
llon’blc Babu Akhil Cdiandra Datta, to ri^gulate tin* ])riceH of t lie netiessaries 
of life including cloth, etc. "‘^FothiB resolution, tln^ llon’ble vSir Ibuiry Wln^elcr 
gave a lengthy^ reply, and although Sir Htmry of)pos<^d tin' I'i'sol ut ion, lie gave 
us something like a history of the efforts that had be(*ii mad('- to meet the 
situation. Sir Henry added that, although profitecu-ing might have bnen 
going on, the difficulty was really one of siippby, conelude<i his speeeh 

by ^‘'^yhig : ‘ What toe cav do^ v^v will do' These are italicisvd by way 
of prominence. I would have made certain didinite suggestions, but 1 pnTer 
to ask Your Excellency’s Council to appoint a committ(‘r*. Whatever suggi^s- 
tions may now be inado by us, they may bo open tothf' objection that we an^ 
not in possession of all the facts and therefore are not in a position to advise 
Government. It is admitted that Government is quite' as anxifuis as 
anybody to do whatever can f)osHibly he done, and the only qin^stion is of 
ways and means. I submit, therefore, that a Committee* would bo in a bettor 
position than any individual member of the Council to consider the question 
and to consider all the proposals that can be put forward by tliose interested 
in the matter, and if all these questions are considered a conclusion will 
be come to satisfactory to all concerned. 

My Lord, I beg to refer to one matter of very great importat^^ Ihi# 
there is a popular belief — I hav^ mvkeh surprised td hear it-^that 

Government im not willing to any^i^ for regulating the prices of 
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cloth, etc., because the Government is very much afraid of displeasing the 
Marwari community. T find that several members of that community are in 
the upstairs visitors’ gallery to-day. I think that they have taken the alarm 
lest the non-official majority in this Council ma 3 ^ force their will on the official 
minority, but whatever tliat may be, I should like to hear from Your 
Excellency’s Government a disclaimer of the apprehensions that have been 
aroused in ih(^ minds of the public by those rumours. This can more effect- 
iv(‘.l 3 ^ be done by accepting this resolution.” 


The Hon’blo Siu Henry Wiieelkk said : — 

‘‘ My Lor<l. it is scarcely surprising tliat in the present economic circum- 
hl.ancoK of th(^ province we sliould again liave vcntilat(‘d in this Council this 
very difficult question, and I take no exception to iiny discussions which are 
likely to throw any light on a possible* solution of it. The matter, as t he 
Hon’ble Mr. Fazl-uGHuq has said, came Ixdore us in Februarj* last, and in 
the course of the rcunarks that I then niadf*. I brought, forward certain 
points ; firstly, tliat it was undoubted that ])rices had risen considerably. I 
could corroborate this b^^ subsequent and later figures, though it is scarcely' 
necessary to do so, as tlu^ facts stand beyond all ilisputt?. Second!, y, however 
high our local prices maj^ lx* in llengal, they are substantially below the 
prices at which fresh piece-go(Kls could lie brought out from MancliesI rr at the 
])resent moment.. Thirdly, while profiteering may have been going on, the 
rexal difficmlt^^ — the essential factor in the wdiole situation — is the shortage in 
supply, du(^ to conditions arising out of the war and to tin* comparativt* failure 
of the cotton crop in all parts of the world wuth th(^ resultant high prices of 
raw mat(‘rial. Theses conditions unfortunately still hold gocxl, although the 
happ(uiings of lati'r months hav(^ giv(‘n prominence to other points which are 
cxtrc'inely rel(‘vant, nanu‘ly, that our imports since the w^ar have dwindled 
very seriously your b^^ year, while as regards forward business, the situation 
now is anything but satisfactoiy. 

ddie diminution of imports can be substantiated in d(*tail by figures and 
it is b(\yond doubt, but as giving a (ioiudse idea of the facts, I m i^^ draw 
attention to statistics which reccmtl^^ appeared in the papers on the authority 
of the Bengal (diamber ol Gomnurcu*, wddeh showed that, importations of 
cotton })iect*-gocKla for tln^ four j^ears 1914-15 to 1917-18 had been, resju^ct ivcl.y, 
t3,418 millions of ,yards, 2,116 millions of juirds, 1,890 millions and 1,353 
millions. So in four years wt' hav(^ got down from 2,418 to 1,353 million 
yards. Tln^re has b(‘en a corrt^sponding rise' in local ])roduction, but it is in 
no sense sufficient to make good the gap, and on taking the total of the two 
then* is still a very serious deficit. Again, figures which the Collector of 
Customs has latel^^ given me for Calcutta only, show' that in thej’ears 1914-15 
to 1917-18 the percentage of annual diminution of imports of all kinds of 
cotton goods wore successively 14, 26. 38 and 51 per (jorit. as compared wdth 
the first 3 'ear of tin* series. That unfortunately is a serious position, the 
more so when it is recad in the light of the fact that Manchester prices are 
still some 25 or 30 per cent, above ours. That is the crux of the whole 
situation — how to get more stuff ; and no amounT of regulation or control wdll 
re-establish cheap prices unless we can tackle that difficult 3 \ 

In Februar^^ last I said that we w’^ould do all we could to find a way out, 
and we have been doing so, but the remedy does not lie entirely in our hands ; 
aft er all, we are onlj" a loc^al Government, and unfortunately^ the main sources 
of supply' are outside our limits. Imports come mainly from Manchester and 
Japan, while the principal sources of raw cotton are on the Bombay side and in 
the Central Provinces. Neither, so far as we know, is it necessarily the case 
r that the conditions of the Calcutta market are an absolutely true index of the 
cjjiiditions all over India. We have been told, for instance, that conditions are 



1^18.3 Resolutions, ggy 

% «- 

♦ Str EieiXTy Wheeler, 

not entirely the same in liombay as they are here ; that Uin^ so, wfehavt^ hail 
to represent our difficulties to the Government of India, and since tffo discus- 
sioQS of February last, we have done so on various occasions. 1 may add that His 
Excellency, during his recent visit to Simla, particularly drew the attention of 
the Imperial Government to this question, while we know that our ililliculties 
are fully realised by them, and that they are giving them their most anxious 
attention. We are told that they have received the report (>1* i he Boinbav 
Cotton Commit(iee and that they hope to come to final (‘onclusions on it vorV 
soon. As all must have seen, they have also re(iU(5Stt*d us to takt* a (hmisuk of 
the cotton stocks in tliis Prosidimcy. and that is going to be dom* on the Gt h 
July. We understand that the Government of India will clost'ly exatnim^ 
those hgures to see whether they afford any evidenci^ tliat stocks art‘ luung 
impro{)©rly withheld from the market, in which cas(^ they will most lanaainlv 
consider a reUKHly. And with roferenct^ to certain of tlc' Hon’blc Moveu ’s 
remarks, I have sufficient res[)ect for and belief in tlu‘ Marwari c’ommunity to 
think that they will be the last to expc^ct that their susc(‘pt ibilitit^s shouhl be 
allowed to stand in the way of any rmnedit^s that are liktdy to Ix^ nujuiretl in 
the interests of the country as a vvhoh^ W v will colh'ct tl|ii^ furtlnu* in- 
formation within a few days, and we hope that wo shall them learn (Inallv 
the views of the Government of India. 


The tinding of a remedy will not lie easy, as may Im^ gatiuu etl from the 
suggestions which W(^ see }iut forward from time to time, and if I run over 
thes(‘ britdly it is not by way of prtinouncing hnally on t heir mtoits, but of 
indicating the difficulties which chara(^teris(^ the problem. Wh* ar«‘ sometimes 
told that th(‘ ol)vious reincily is to n^gulate pric(*s, but the m('n‘ regulation of 
prices will not be a solution by itself. Apart from itstdiicracy or oth(U‘wiH(' in 
respect of imported goo Is, it is not easy to enforci^ Th(u-(‘ ar(i a va ry larg(‘ 
vari(^ty of fiiec(*-goo Is on tlic m‘irk(«t, and th(‘ diffi(uilty is to (uisuia* that any 
regulation of pricuiS which may apjjlied to the first-hand importer will pass 
down through the various intermediaries to tiu' eonsum(n% so as to benefit 
the actual purchaser in the mufassaj. As regards tin* local mills, regulati()n 
might bt^ inon* (Uisy, though thc^ (luestion is primarily a Bombay om^, l)Ut 
within t h(' last two or three days \\c havu^ He(*n an interesting »txample of 
complaints from an important industry against the i'(‘gulation of t Inu’r sah* 
prices unless the pricjes of other things which th(\v consume are similarly 
controlled. Anoth(*r courst^ that is sometimes ndvocatixl is the importat ion 
of cloth in some way by Government, possibly acaiompanicnl by souk* standai-d- ^ 
isation of quality which wouhl nie(*t the m^eds of the poorer p(‘ople ; but that 
again is a question which must turn largely on comlitions in fin; manufaet uring 
centres of which we are not well aware. 


Another remedy which has been press(3d in the papers is that fiov(;rn- 
ment shouhl either prohibit or curtail the; t;xport of ra w cotton or rnanufactu i <;d 
cotton. If is perfectly true that at the prestmt moment fhert^ art; exportations 
of raw cotton going out from India, mainly to elapan, and that these (‘Xf)orta- 
tions have increased since the war. Cotton yarn is similarly export(;d, 
largely to China, while manufactured pie(;e-goodK are expttrted, in f;outinually 
increasing quantities since the war, principally to Aden, Peu sia, Turkey, Fast 
Africa and the Straits. Some people say, * Why not stop all this and placai 
the goexis on the local market, thus increasing supplies ?' Hut then; again, the 
problem is not quite so easy as if sounds, for if you cut these outside countries 
off from the supplies for which they have hitherto lcK)ked to India, they will 
have to look for them elsewhere, possibly in other markets on which India also 
draws while as regards raw material we do ourselves n;ceive a considerable 
amount of it back in manufactured form. It would only be advantageous to 
keep that raw material here if we could make it up ourselves, and it has yet ta 
be shown that we could 
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These are the remedies which have the most direct bearing on this 
particular resolution, though others have been mooted which refer to the 
organisation of the weaving industry and the encouragement of cotton growing 
in India itself. These will bo discussed in connection wiih a later resolutioiv^ 
but obviously while they may be helpful, so far as they go, yet for immediate 
purposes they will not afford very great relief. 


That, sir, is the position. 1 admit it is not as satisfactory as we could 
wish, and we an* si, ill groping for light. The actual proposal of the resolution 
is that wo should appoint a committee ; we have not the slightest objection to 
doing so; as 1 said Ix^fore, we welcome any advice from anytxKiy who can 
help 118 in this dillicult matter, and 1 will willingly accept any suggestions as 
to the names of any gentlemen who can assist us. In that sense, I acc^ept tln^ 
resolution, on Ixdialf of (iovernment, thougli I might add one word of caution, 
naTnely, tliat the retenmce to a committee will, of course, only be on the 
subject of cotton ])i(x*.e-goo Is. As the resolution is woi'ded, it might be taken 
to authorise' the coiiimittcH* to wander off into remt^dies of a general charact er 
which have no dire(‘t Ix'aring on the questifm of cotton piece-goods.” 


Tin* llon’ble Hahu Kisnoiu Mohan Chauhiuiki said : — 

‘'My Lf>rd, after what has fallen from the Hon’hle Member in charge 1 do 
not think it is n(*cessary for to say anything more. ( hmiing from the 
mufassal 1 kinnv full w(dl t hat then* is real distn'SK and something ought to be 
done. A ])r(»])( 0 ’ einpiiry into this matter will sat isfy the people.” 


The Mon’ljh' Hai Mahkndha Chandka Mitka Bahadur said : — 

My Lord, I b(\g to associate* mys<*lf with tin* terms of tin* resolution 
movc^d, '^Idn^ high prict^ of t in* flholis and mris is now a national giaevance. 
ldn*» (]uestion is what has been doin*, to all(*vuite the serious disti*ess now 
prevailing in tln^ (‘ountry arising out of the cloth diiru'ulty ? Tin* situation is 
indeed drifting from bacl to worse. My Lord, this eubj(‘(‘t has hiH*n discuss(^d 
on the public platform and brought to the notice of (iovernment by the ])r(*ss 
but without any iangil)h* r(*suit. It is high time that Govc'rnment sluxild 
interfere. 

This is not the first time that the subject is brought to the notice of the 
meml)i*rs of the Council. Are w(* to understand that the present extra- 
ordinary situation of the cloth market is due to the laws of demand and 
supply and Government is powerless to inlerferi^ ? Is it to be contended that 
Gov(*rnment cannot come to the rescue of the distressed millions ? My 
humble sugg(*stion is that Gov(*rnment may be pleased to aj)point a Cotton 
Controller as tht* Bombay Government have done. 1 am led to believ(^ that 
the profitecHung in the sah* of cloth by a few Calcutta merchants may he at 
once stopped. 

My Lord, the working of the ordinary economic laws ought not to he 
auspr'nded on the id(*a t hat this acute distress has arisen for war conditions. 
The State is the guardian — the centre authoritj^ — the controlling power in all 
matters aflecting the happiiH*ss of the people. The indigenous industries are 
dying. The handlooms are very few. The weavers are now operatives in 
the mills of the riparian Municipalities. This, my Lord, is no exaggeration. 
^rhe bilatfdhof is of Ualli Brf)thers are sold at Us. 5-3 per pair and saris are 
sold at Rs. 5-6 per pair (coarse cloth). The Banga Luxmi Mills sell a daisee 
dhoti at Rs. 4-3, sari Rs. 4-6. The synthetic dye is not av’ailable in the 
market. The sale of a maund of jute cannot secure a price of a piece of cloth. 
In one word I beg to say that the Iloirble Member may Jigree with me that 
acute distress prevails hamlgt, village or town and Your Excellency 
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whose popularity is immense, owing to your love for t he people may allow 
me to say that Government must find out means to control the merchants 
who are making large profits. Your Kxecdleiuy’s Government must havt' 
lieen in possession of facts which are rt ]^n-ted l)y t he Magistrates of l he 
v’'arious districts in Bengal. ” 


The HonM)le Rai Rai2Jia Cfiaran Pal Bahadok said ; — 

“My Lord, I do not vvisli to take up mort^ llnin a minute or two of tlu^ 
time of Your Exendhmey and tlie Council. Jt is needh^ss for me to say that 
we all .associate ourselves with tht* motion of t he Hon’hh' M r. Fazl-uLIlni}. 
I wish to thank the Hon’hh^ Sir Wheeler for acct^piting thi*^ rf*wolution 
because 1 know there is a gi-eat deal of misapprehension about tht^ attitu^le 
of Government in rtfgard to this cpiest.ion. Tln^ j)eople are in suc,h aciit,e 
distiess that they blame the (xovernnumt for not moving in tin* matt.t'i*. 
I therefore liope, my Loial. that all possible nutans will be found to assure t ht^ 
public that t‘V(*ry endeavour is i»eing made by tiovernment to ease tln^ 
present situation, spt*cially through the agency of tlu* Publicity Burt'au, of 
wdiich my friend the Hon’bh* Mr. Bfm[>as is in chargi*.’’ 

The resolufion was tluMi put. and carried. 

At this stag<‘ the (h)uneii adjournetl for lunch. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

The following I’esolution stood in the naint* ol tln^ lion ble Baijit 
StiHRNDHA Na'I'h Ray : — 

"Phis (k>uncul r^a'oiniiKMids t ) tin* (iovernor in tJouneil l hat a t'Ommiitet*, 
consisting of the llon’l)l(' Mr. St(*V(*nson-Moore, the Sanitary Cnunmissioner 
to the (i overiimen t of Bc'Ugal, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, K'l'., a reprt^smitat 1 vi* t>f 
th(< Bengal (diainb(M- of Coinm(*r(M^ ^>11 tln^ Btuigal Lc^glslat.i ve CoU!n*il and 
the Hoibble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-1 lacp be appointed — 

(/) to inquire^ into tlU' c(»mj)laints and allegations mad(^ by tlu^ persons 
interned in (diar Lawrence and Kutubdia, ainl 

{2) to inquire whether j)roper arrangeiinuits wer(^ mad(5 by (Jovern- 
iiKuit for keeping the detenus in t,ht> same condition oi lile as 
they were* accustortied to liv<5. 


The Pkksii)p:nt said : — 

“ 1 have been asked by tlie Hon’ble Babu Siirendra Nath Itay for permis- 
sion to postpone^ the r(*solut-ion wliich stands in his name until Hon’bhj 
Members have had an opportunity of studying the papm-s whi<‘h I have 
promised t o publish, and I am prepared to agree? to the postpom*m(*nl . I 
now call on thi? Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem to move It(*m No 8. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

The Hon'ble Maulvi Amu. Kahkm moved the following rt^solution : — 

This Council recommends to the Goverma* in Council that tlu? Gov^ern- 
ment do take up the amendment of the V^ill.age (’haukidari Acts (B(*ngal Act 
VI of 1870 and Bengal Act I of 1871), with a view to raise the maximum tax 
payable by any one pfu’^on from Ih?. 1 j>er mensem t(i Rs. 1 per inerisem, and 
with a view to make chaukidari tax payable by residents in inunicipal towns 
•for the maintenance of the town police. ^ v ^ 
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He said : — 

My Lord, it ia with Bomc diffidence that I venture to move this resolution, 
because I have been told that tlu^ resolution has caused certain misapprehen- 
sion amongst a certain section of my countr^mien. I have been told that this 
resolution seeks t(j introduce a new tax or to raise the existing tax, but those 
who will (‘xaniine it carefully will find that nothing of the sort is being 
proposed. I know, my Lord, tliat the chaukidari tax is the most unpopular 
tax payable by iny countrymen, and 1 know it causes great hardship on the 
rural population, and nobody woubl have been more glad than myself if I 
could see my way to ask for an abolition of the chaukidari tax altogether. 
Such a prop)osal in the*, present circumstances of our finances would be absurd, 
and even if there was an im])rovement in the finances I would hesitate to 
make such a proposal because^ I think that the public revenue has better and 
greater demands upon it than I he payment of t he rural police. What I ask, 
my Lord, is that tlie tax ma^^ be equitably distributed and the burden should 
fall on the shoulders of thosf^ who are inorc^ able to boar it than the poorer 
population. In the present Act it is stated Rc^ 1 is the maximum tax 
which is payable and firstly the A(^t also la^^s down that the richer people 
have first to be assessed and then the poorer, and if we have a maximum so 
low as Re. 1, the natural result would be that in order to meet the expenses 
of th(^ chaukidari union, we would have to ])lace the*- tax on the poorer mem- 
bers of the community, and the rule which provides that exemptions should 
l)e mad(‘ in favour of poor men cannot always bc‘ adhered to because the 
money has to b(^ found and this monej^ naturally raises tln^ maximum to 
Rh. 4 as payabh^ by on(‘ individual. 1 must submit, my Lord, that Rs. 4 a 
month will not be a heavy sum c*onsidering th<‘ fact that it will be levied 
on personal who ar(‘ able to pay and who are (comparatively very rich in the 
villag(>. ddu^ ))oorer ))(‘Oph‘, by whi(di 1 mean the day-labourers, the poor 
artisans and otlu‘rs, havt‘- V(‘ry littb^ of fhe villager ehaukidar. In the 

preSiUit state* of tin* rural jx^pulatieju tln^sc^ )-eoplt^ hav(3 scarcely anything 
in their houH('S which (*ven a thief will eondesct/nd to steal, and besides 
their servient's are utilisiMl in a vi'ry large number by the richer members of 
tin* community in the vilhe^'c. Formerly the ehaukidar was a sort of village 
servant and was paid l>y land. In my humbh^ opinion it was a mistake 
to ri'sunn* these chaukidari lainls and to make this cash payment to the 
chaukidars by tin*, imj-osition of this tax. Hut we must take things as 
tln^y now stand. I therefort^ propos(^ that the maximum be raised to Rs. 4 ; 
there will be no unfairness because the wealthier cannot be unduly taxed 
by the village panchayat, who wall not dare to do anything wrong to the 
richer p(H)ph' and it will only give the village panchayat or the Deputy 
Magistrate or the District Magistrate an opportunity of relieving from taxation 
a large section of the people, who deserve and ought to bo relieved. The 
second part of my proposal is that ])oople living in the municipal area should 
be made to pay chaukidari tax for the maintenancje of the village police ; 
whereas the rural population which is (mmparatively very t^Kior has to pay for 
the maintenance of the village police. People living within municipal areas 
wdio are comparatively rich are exempt from these police charges to which the 
rural pc^pulatiou contributes more largely than the town people. Therefore it 
is on the question of (‘(juity and justice that we demand that the people 
within the Municipal area should be made to pay police tax just as the people 
in the rural area pay it. Tlie saving thus caused to the public revenue might 
1)(‘ hefter utilised in many (Hirer vvaj^s and many other reforms which cannot 
be canded out f(^r want of money, and 1 have reason to believe that this 
Council will accept the resoluti(m.” 


The lloibblc Kumar Shir Shekhaukswau Ray said : — 

My L(^rd, my esteeyied colleague has surely forestalled me in moving 
the pi'esent r^ 9 fhllion« as as the hitter part of the resolution is 
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concerned, I fully support it. During the last dehate on thi' Budget I referred 
to the anomalous distinction between the rural and urban population in tlu' 
matter of loc^al police taxes and though I was then summarily tllsmissed for 
resttecitating ancient history, I still hold that the iiovmnmtuit should take 
some steps to remove this anomalous distinction. If wt‘, the ])(*oph' in the 
country, q^re to he separately taxed for maintaining our i>oliee. I do not think 
that our brothers in the tov\ms ought to claim an exmn})tion from a sitnilar 
tax and continue to he policed, from gem'ral rt^vtuiiie. at our cost. \Vi' pay 
something like rupees fifty lakhs in police taxes. If a similar lax is imposed 
on the urban population, 1 think that at least a sum of ruj et's ten lakhs of the 
general reveiiue would he annuallj^ free to he ilevottd t o mecst oiu' of t ln^ 
many pressing lUM'ds of the country. 

As for the first part of the resolution which urges th(‘ raising of tlu' 
amount of maximum tax from He. 1 to Rs. 4, I would like to point out that 
the people whom the Hon’hle Mover has in view in this connection, thniv(» 
very little benefit from chaukidars. 'riiey un(K>uhteil ly (^an aftord to pay tlu' 
amount spt'cified, hut it must !iot h<‘ forgottmi that tlu^y cannot deptuul on tlu' 
chaukidars ahine hut havi^ t,(^ k(N^p their own guards to })rot.(‘Ct their p!*op(‘rt>' 
in the (*ountry. Umler t he circumstances it wouhl ht' rather hard upon them 
to raisin t luur tax. 

I am, however, of o|Mnion that, the (diaukidari Acts nsjuiia^ some iisclul 
chang(‘s and the Governmimt would Ik* wtdl advise 1 t ) take' up an am''udme‘nt 
of these Acts.” 


The Hon’ble Sia Hknhy Wheklkk said : — 

‘‘My Lord, tliis resolution raises two somewhat iiKrongruous points which 
have no particular rt‘f(u*onc(‘. to each other, although the llon’hh* M<‘mlKU- for 
some cKHUilt ri'ason lias hrouglit. them u]) togetlnu’. 

His first- pro])osal Is that the maximum chaukidari lax l(‘viahl(‘ on (un* 
person should he* raised from He. 1 to Hs. 4 per inenscim, and lu' lias justified 
it on argunamt s touching the pressure of t his taxation on the. ])oorer classes 
and tin* advisability of ecjualising its incideiu;e by phuu'ng a lieavier hurdc'ii 
uT>on the rich. Into the merits of thc^ proposal I do not think it necK^ssary to 
go at the present time. There is a goo<l deal to 1 k^ said for it, and for the (ton- 
nected jiroposition that the pay of the chauki<lar shouhl he higlu'r than it, now 
is, but the whole position is uruler resconsidcration in conn(*ction with auot-h<*r 
Bill, which is now before the (^.ouncil. It is true 1 hat t he Chaiilcidarl Ac4 
does impose this monthly inaximiun of He. 1 (in an individual assessf^e hut il 
the Government proposals in connection with the Village S(*ll Gf)VM*rninenf 
Bill are approved, that maximum will disappear ; and il lion l>le McmlKos 
will refer to clause 39 of tlui Village Self-Governnnuit Hill, th(*y will S(*ci t-hal 
the ratt^ to be imposed shall he an assf*ssimuit. according to the circumstances 
and the propeuTy within the village of tin' ])t*rHons liahh' to the sanns 
therefore all maximum will disappear, and pcojdc. will pay acicording to t hen- 
capacity. T submit that it is somewhat a waste* of t ime, witli this proposition 
before us in the near future and under rehwencK^ to various bodies for opinion, 
for U8 to debate a resolution whether a particular section of t In^ Chuukidari 
Act shall or shall not be amended, whf'ii the whole Act will in all probability 
go by the board in a very short time. 

The second part of the resolution has rcfcrcncf. to a point which was 
icaised in the budget debate, and on which I then gave a very brief answer. 
The idea of the Ilon’ble Mover is that inasmuch as the rural population pays 
cbaukidai'i tax, it is only fair and equitable that the town population should 
pay something equivalent to the same. The argument from analogj* is alwttys 
Bom^wliit dangerous, as it is apt to overlook many contifl^t circumstances. 
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There in no very close analog between iowjj police and village chaukidars. 
The j)olice entertained in townn are not chaukidars, and, as I shall support by 
a subsequent question from the report of tlie Police Commission, they must 
be maini-ained in the interests of efiicicncy as part of the ordinary police 
force. There is nothing in a municipality similar to the old village life 
and village control as represonteil by the panchayat, and the analogy 
is thcrd’ore in no sense complete. Put, a] 'art from that, the liistory of 
municipal taxation for police? purposes is one whicli it is well for the Council 
to remember. In the old days, municipalities used to contribute towards 
their police. In the eighties, when the Local Self-Government Reforms 
wen? under discussion by Lord Ripon’s Government, it was definitely pro- 
posed that tliey should be ndieved of taxation in order that they might apply 
their funds to sanitation, ('dueation, etc. In a letter from tin? Government- of 
India of Oetolx'r 1881, the following paragraph occurs : — 

‘ Hin ExcolJency in Council obBerves that at present the total annual amount spent 
on police hy munici))alities in Hritish ln<lia iimouiits to about 27 i lakhs of rujMids. The 
only function which the municipalities discharge in regard to polici^ is the provision of 
funds for the purpose of meeting tln^ whole, (►r a portion, (,f tho cost of the municipal 
police f(»rce. They j)ractically exorcise no control over the police, and cannot therefore 
be expectf'd to take any special interest in the efficiency of the force, or to look with 
sympathy on a ])rovi8ion of the law which treats them as a machinery for raising 
taxes to he spent on a department over which they have no control, and in the efficient 
and economical expenditure of which they have hut little direct interest and no imme- 
diate responsibility. The Oovernor-General in Council would therefore he glad to 
See municipal bodies relieved altogether of the charge for police, an equal amount of 
exi)enditun^ on education, medical charity, and, if ]K)88ible, Public Works of local 
interest, being transferred to them with as full control as may be practically expedient 
over the details of such expenditure.’ 


In the BUCC(H?ding y€?ar, in Ft‘bruary 1882, in pursuance of that policy. 
th(? Local Government remarks that it wa*^ IIh^ intemtion of tho Lieutenant- 
Governor to ndievt? municipaHti(‘S eiitindy of charges for police under a 
guarantee^ that the income tlxm devoted to that obj(‘ct would l>o exjxmded 
on educat ion, sanitation and otluu* wrirks of improvement, t lu' cliargi^s falling 
on Govt?rnmcnt, being rediu;od, and the wliole of the ex})cnsc of maintaining 
police in municiiialities, unions and stations in Hengal (with th(‘ (‘X(!ej)ti(>n 
of Calcutta, the Suburbs and Howrah) was c‘ventually assutned by Govern- 
ment with effect from 1st April 1882. 

Therefore, in tlu? eighties, rightly or wrongly, these munici])aliti(‘H were 
relieved of these charges on condition that th(‘y sj>ent tlieir money in other 
directions of more immc'diatc' benefit Vo the towns. 1 cannot conceive, therefore, 
liow the* somewhat retrograde ])roposal of the Hon’blc Meml>er (ran commend 
itself to those who represent municipal IxKlies in this (hnimnl. But there is 
a se(*ond argumcint. A])art from what was done in the eighties the whole 
system of municipal police was condemned l)y th(‘ last authoritative enquiry 
conduct (xl by the I’olict' Commission. Apparently at tlu* t’me of tluit enquii-y 
in soiiif' inuiiieipalities in Bengal those contributions still ccmtlnuod. and the 
Police Ccmimission gave a very decided opinion on tin? point. They said : — 


‘ In some provinces the police employed in the municipal towns other than the 
three PresitUmey towns and Rangoon which have l)een dealt with already, are paid 
wholly or in part from municipal fun<l8. It is objecte<l to this system that much-needed 
improvements are preventetl by the inability or unwillingness of the municipal bodies to 
meet the necessary increased expenditure. The police in such towns are generally 
undermanned, there are no reserves, and an inferior agency is employed because it is 
cheaper. There is difficulty also in employing municipal police beyond municipal 
limits, and ther^ is thus loss of efficiency through the town and the suburlis being und?^ ^ 
separate police forces. The Commission fully recognise that the cost of the police isj^z 
fiilr charge upon municipal revenue, but for the reasons just stated the system dp^s 

well in any but largest cities. They consider, therefore, that in ajj^neM^^lt 
ohirges . sl^ouli^ be transferred to provincial revenues, whi^rttiould in turia ^e*^6 tfi >i ia 
of oxpeph^urs on oUsar dopartmenta which municipalities cMdbetter control 
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So, therefore, on the merits, there is the very authoritative and consi- 
dered declaration of the Police Commission, and in pursunnci^ of it, the Local 
Government of the time took action in 1907-08, to relieve the Howrah !^Iunici- 
pality from such police contributions as it tlien made. As far as 1 know, no 
exception was taken at that time in Council (»r elst'wlure to tliis step; 
therefore the present policy is one which was a(‘cepted for proixl rt'asons luoro 
than 30 years ago, and I submit to the C'ouncil that there ean b(‘ no justifica- 
tion for now reverting from it.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahkndka Chandra Mitra Hahadi r said : — 

My lord, I beg to oppose this resolution. Tlu' rt^solution is divisibh^ 
into two parts : first with regard tf* the increase^ from 1 m‘. 1 to |{s. I of 
taxation, and second, with regard to t he distribution of th(‘ t ax in t lu' 
municipal areas. If my learne<l friend would have reftn*rc‘d to tlu^ history 
of the imposition of this tax, he would havti been satished t hat the assc'SsiiKuit 
of Re. 1 was fixed after some discussion, and jierliaps his t^xpiu ituict^ will 
warn him that any increase over Ri\ 1 will be a great hardship to those 
who live in the village. Now that we are going to havt^ a new Aet which will 
deal with village unions, it will not be (expedient or politic or desirable to 
have an enhanc»ement of the rate. If the opinion of the villagers l^e taktui 1 
am almost sure that there will be a strong opposition, and although my 
Hon’ble friend considers that the poor people should bo t‘xcinpt-(ul and the 
rich men made to pay, he ought to reinemhcr on what standard and on what 
principle tJie assessment is to be made. I do submit i hat this part of the 
resolution ought not to be pressed upon tlu^ attention of ihc^ (Joumu’l. 

With regard to the second part of the rt‘soIution as to the distribution of 
the money to municipal areas, the learned mov(M* ought t,e nder to the 
provisions of section 85 of tl»o Bengal Municijml A(;t . That stn t ion di^als 
witli t wo parts ; (a) with reference to the imposition of a personal lax, and (/>) 
tile imposition of a rate.* Will it. not la* hard if tin* residents of the muiii- 
cipality will have to ])ay for the l)(»nefii of tin* villag(‘rs ? Tin* municipality 
has nothing to do with tht^ villages, ami secondly, I cannot umb^rstand the 
reason which leads my friend to press ujxm tin' att(*ntion of the (Joiineil that the 
miinici]ail rc'sidents ought t o contribute* sonu* moru‘y to t Ijc villagi' unions. I 
consider that this is an unreasonabh* proposition of law and fact , and it <*an- 
not be contended that those who live wit hin the municipal jurisdict ion ought 
to coiitriliute anything for the benefit of the villagers. V'our Kxe(‘IJ(Micy ’s 
Government is aware of the fact that tin' ]iresent tax which is imposc'd upon 
the residents of the municipality is coiiHi(h*red soundhing like an iinjome-tax. 
The language of the section is that the tax should U* h'vied according to tin* 
circumstances of life and property. Many |)erHons view tin* imposition of such 
a tax as income-tax. As a matter of fact th(*y i>ay t In' income-tax and tiny aro 
obliged to pay also the personal tax, so that thc*n' is a diffeiauna' of opinion 
as regards the imposition of the tax. I would not be y)rivileg(*d, Sir, at t his 
stage to refer to the mode? of imposition, but I would ask my friend to with- 
draw this resolution with Your ExcrelleiK'y’s permission, l)«*eause various 
questions are to be discussed in all their bearings and it will be a great hard- 
ship if such a resolution were successfully carried in Council.’ 


The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray said 

‘‘My lord, I had in mind that if my learned friend pressed his motion, 1 
wpuld vote silently on it, but it is perhaps desirable tliat I should say that 
^ «ony opinion there is absolutely no justification for the resolution which ho has 
it propier to move. The present maximum rate of assessment the Ato 
month — wwarrived at after a careful consideration of the erxpondi-^ 
ture is likely to be Incurred, and the Hon’blo Mombera will see Iram tke 
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manuals on this subject which are available, that the revenue raised is in- 
I ended to meet certain expenses for which budget provision is made annually. 
The budget contemplates the pay of a dafadar and two chaukidars. As the 
Hon'ble mover of this resolution may know, the pay of the dafadar and two 
chaukidars and other incidental expenses is amply met by the rates now raised, 
and there is no justification for the suggestion that the maximum rates should 
be raised from Re. 1 to Rs. 4 per month. 

With regard to the amendment suggested to make the chaukidari tax 
payable by the residents in tin municipal towns for the maintenance of the 
town, that involves such a fundamental change in the principle of municipal 
government that I do not desire to detain the Council by an elaborate discussion 
of this part of the resolution. There is absolutely no reason why this change 
should be made.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

My lord, after the statement made by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
I do not think 1 am justified in pressing the resolution before the Council, but 
in asking permission to withdraw it, I should like to make a few observations 
on what has fallen from my learned friends the distinguished Chairman of 
the Municipality of Howrah and the Chairman of the Municipality of Hoc^hly. 
'riiat the chaukidari tax has been imposed to meet the budget expenditure. 
Tliat was the reason why the maximum should be raised. The Vmdget has 
to be met now by taxing the poorer people more than the richer | oople. 
What I wanted to suggest was that the richer people should be taxed. 
However that discussion does not arise, as under the new Village Self- 
Government Bill the maximum question has been removed and there will 
be no limit to taxation so that difficulty will no longer arise. As regards 
the enforcc^ment of the police tax on the residents of the municipal areas, 1 
think t hat my proposal is only fair, if a rural population have to pay for their 
police force, I say, whatever guarantees Government may have given in the 
past, I see no reason why the public revenue should be made lial)lo for the 
payment of the police in the municipal areas. True it is that they have to 
spend their income on sanitation and education and many other things, but 
these benefits are derived by the people living in the municipal towns and they 
enjoy all the advantages of municipal towns. That was the rt;ason why 1 gave 
notice of the resolution. After what has fallen from the Hon’ble Member, I 
think my purpose has been served, I therefore beg permission to withdraw 
this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 9. 

The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that all proposals 
for the increase of fees in the Dacca College be abandoned. 

He said : — 

‘‘My lord, in moving this resolution I do not wish to take up the time of 
this Council at any great length. I understand that the governing iTody of 
the Dacca College have recommended that the fees in that college should bte 
raised from Rs. 6 to Rs. 9. Ordinarily, it might appear that an increment 
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of Rs. 3 a month was not much, but I think that the members of this Council 
are well aware that a large majority of the parents who send their boj's to 
College find it very difficult to have to pay even Rs. 3 per month or Rs. 36 
annually ; that means a very substantial portion of their income. 

I think that Rs. 9 would be a burden which many of them will not be 
able to bear. I find that a question to this effect has been put by unotlier 
member, and Government has already admitted that this proj)osal has given 
rise to much dissatisfaction. This proposal has not been rectuvetl very 
favourably by the public, so I submit that it shouhl not be given efi'ect to. 
One of the reasons may be that the school fees in the Dacca College* are 
somewhat lower than they ought to bo, but it is much better that Oovornment 
should come forward and bear the extra burden than that tin* parents should 
be obliged to pay more than they actually do in the presmit conditions. 
I submit that in view of all that has boon elicited in the course of tin* replies 
that have been given tt) questions, and in view of the fact that tln^ proposal 
has not been favourably received by the public, the }>roposal for the increase 
of fees should be abandoned.’* 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

“ My lord, I brought forward a similar resolution as regards the Kajshahi 
and some other Colleges in connection with the last Financial Statennuit. I 
have no doubt that this proposed incrcJise will fall vt*ry h<*avily on tlu^ purses 
of poor parents. I further think that education should Im* made nowadays 
much cheaper than it is, and the fee rates in the colh^ges should lx* as I >vv 
as possible. I have nothing further to add, and 1 cordially suj>porl this 
resolution.” 


Tlu* Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said : — 

“ My lord, the proposal that the Hon’ble Maulvi Fa/d-ul-Haci has in njind 
is a proposal of the governing body of the Dacca College to the l)ire(^tor of 
Public Instruction. This proposal has, however, not come up to (iovernment ; 
the pro,*osal was for a general increase of fees to b(^ accompanied by a i)r(>posaI 
for the grant of a concession rate of Rs. 3 a month on 20 per cent. c»f the 
admissions. I may tell the Hon’blo mover of the resolution that Government 
have no intention of raising the foes at present ; but of courst^ it must btj 
clearly understood that in a matter of this kind, a guarantee that fees will 
never be raised cannot be given. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri thinks that tin* expenses 
of education should be kept as low as possible. I am afraid that I must differ 
from thfit view entirely, because every day education will not b(*come cluiaper 
but dearer ; and if any degree of success in self-government is to be, achit^vuxi 
in this country, the expenditure on education must go on imu-easing, and 
it cannot be expectjMl either for Government or for any public bcxlies to 
maintain their colleges by simply giving out grants and leaving tlu^ fees 
at the rates that they are at present. As I have already said regarding the 
Dacca College, Government have no intention of raising the fees at present, 
and, therefore, I hope that however on receipt of this assurance the Hon’ble 
Member will withdraw his resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

“ My lord, I think in effect my resolution has been accepted. I am pre- 
pared to add the words ‘ at pretient ’ as that will meet the position taken up by 
Government.” 
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The Ilon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My lord, I do not think Government can accept the resolution when 
there is no proposal before the Government. Therefore, the Government 
cannot accept the resolution as it stands. The proposal not being before 
Government the question does not arise."’ 


The Hon’blo Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said: — 

“ My lord, in that view of the matter, 1 beg leave to withdraw the 
resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

The llon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-IIaq moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a selo(;tod 
Muhammadan otheer be placed on special duty to inquire into the manage- 
ment of waq f ]>roperti(‘s within the limits of Calcutta and thosul)url>s and to 
colh^ct materials with a view to taking such action regarding the proper 
managemiuit of such propertic^s as the circumstances of each case may 
rench'r advisable. 


He said : — 

“This is on(‘ of the questions which are well known to the public and 
al)Out which the ])ublic are agreed that sonu^thing ought to be done, and the 
only qin^stion, therefore, is one of ways and means as to what ought to be 
done. Tn order, therefore, to collect materials and prepare some data for action 
that might be taken my suggestion is that a selected officer might be placed 
on s})ecial duty. There are some tvaqf properties in Calcutta about which 
so far as members of my community are concerned the facts are so well known 
aboul the mismanagement of these properties by the mat walls and others 
responsible for their management that it has become something like a j)ublic 
scandal. In the case of one of these properties, the annual income about 25 
years ago was a little over lls. 15,000 and at the present moment it has come 
down to Ks. 3,000 and even then the major })ortion of the income is not 
devoted to the purposes for which this income was primarily intended. The 
reason why T propose that an officer be placed on special duty is this : We 
find that private individuals seldom think it worth their while to devote their 
time and attention and the labour that is necessary to collect materials before 
* any action can bt> taken, and since the proper management of these endowed pro- 
perties is as much a matter of concern to Government as to the beneficiaries 
under these endowments, I submit that it would not be a waste of public money 
to appoint an officer who will devote his time and energy and attention in order 
to collect information for the consideration of this question. There are 
probationary officers in every district, and one of these officers may be set to 
wprk out the scheme. Jt won’t be a serious interference of the public service 
if one such officer is placed ^on special duty. With these few words, my lord, 
I beg to commend the resoWtion to theXlouncil.'^^ ! 
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The Hon’blo Maulvi Akul Kabem said : — 

“ My lord, I beg to associate myself with the rosolutioii that lias bt'on 
moved by my Hoii’ble friend to my loft, and if Your Excellency will kindly 
permit me, I would suggest art amendment that the words ‘ within the 
Municipality of Calcutta ’ be deleted from the resolution itself. My object in 
making that amendment is that in the mufassal there are profh'rties which 

are grossly mismanaged, and, if I may go so far as to say, tht^ funds of whudi are 
misappropriated. I \yill cite an instance. Even in thest^ hard iluys Govern- 
ment felt themselves in duty bound to institute^ a civil suit in a district in 
Northern Bengal against a matwali and this cost a large amount of money in 
the Civil Court. So there is no doubt wiiatev^or that t liere has beiui gross mis- 
management and misappropriation of theSi‘ waiif propt3rties. Unfortunately, 
several toa(^f properties in iny own district and also in some other districts 
have been disposed as private properties. Mat walls who used to takt' caia^ t>f 
these properties sometimes would t‘ven go h(» far as to appropriati^ the surplus 
money and devote it to their personal use. The ac^tiori suggt^stiMl in tin* 
resolution would be justified if onh^ in the intt*rest of the bcneficiarit's. About 
the year 1885 or 1886, a commission was apt)ointed pr(*sided oviu* by tln^ lat(^ 
Sir Charles Elliot and of which tlu^ late Mr. Nolan was a member to in(]uirt‘ 
into the whole question, and if a copy of their report is obtainable now, it will 
be found that there W(;re large educational cmdownients in (‘oniu^ction with 
many wa(jf properties, and we an^ in iirgmit thmuI of !nont‘y at jircsenl for 
Muhammadan education. The Gov(M*nment of Bengal are not in a pcisition to 
make any grant towards Muhammadan t^ducation at pn^smit and tin* (lovi*rri- 
ment of India will not allow us to tax ourselv(‘S for tliis [lurposc. I liopt^ 
Your Excellency’s Government will set* th(»ir way to a(!c*‘pt this r(*solut'on 
and institutt^ some sort of inquiry into the condition of W(i(jf properties. My 
H on’ble friend has suggt^sted that, he will lx* satislie<l (‘vt*n if a probat ionary 
Deputy Collector is ap]K)int(‘d for this ])urpose. But I hop(* and trust t hat a 
senior officer with more*! (‘XjM*rience will lx* chosen for this onerous duty.” 


The PuESiDENT said : — 

“To the original question an amendment lias bemi ])rof><>Ked, to leave out 
the words ’ within the limits of Calcutta and tin' suburbs.’ Since dm' notiiin 
has not been given of this amendm(*nt, it is open to any lion bh* Mmnber to 
object to the amendment being mov<‘d. ’’ 


Objection not being made tlu^ Ilon’bh* Rai Dehenoeu ChirNDER (iHoke BAHAi>in< 
saiil ; — 

“My lord, much as 1 sympathis(^ with the Hon’bh^ mover and the 
seconder of the resolution as regards somt^ Gov<‘rnment action in regard to 
properties in Calcut.ta and its suburbs lor making soim* sort. f)l iiujuiry 
into their management, I find it difficult to support this rt'solution, lx*ic;€iuse, 
as proposed by the llon’ble inov^er, it will not lx* a workabh* Hcherix^. It is no 
doubt desirable, in the interest of t he public, to get information as rt^gards 
the management of thesis waqf (^states, but how is this inquiry to Ik* ma(l(*_/ 
My Hon’ble friend suggests tliat if a Government officer goes to the matwali, 
all the materials would l)e placed Indore him. 1 think I have some expinienco 
of those matters. I slitmld think that even the presence of the Member ol 
the Board of Revenue before the matwali would not influ(*nc(i him to disclose, 
information as regards the management of the estates uruhjr his charg<^ and 
he would certainly refuse to give him any inlorrnation or lay ‘'JJiy pap(*rH 
before him. In that case what can a Government offi(uu* do He will be 
quite powerless to do anything. As the situation stands at present it is only 
a Court of law which can make the inquiry, and that also at the instance oL a 
suitor interested in the affairs*, of tho'^^tate, if the Ad vc^ato-Ajenerai moves 
in the matter, or if the CoJIptbi^ of tiw diitrict hi ^hich the estate is situated, 
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lieljjs any pereon interested in the affairs of the estate to go to Court and give 
liini the required sanction. It is a tedious and laborious process and very few 
persons are public-spirited enough to move in the matter and do the needful. 
I know, and 1 quite sympathize with the Hon’ble Member on the other side of 
t he House, that toaqf properties should not be allowed to be wasted in that 
way. But the proper remedy would be some legislative measure under which 
the matwali will be compelled to give certain information just as persons 
connected with Joint Stock Companies have to do to the Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies. If you can modify the statute in this way then it will be 
possible for persons interested in the zcaj/estates to cause an inquiry to be 
made into the affairs of the estates. But as matters stands now the person 
knows nothing and has no reliable information about the affairs of the waqf 
estates. These estates may be utilized a good deal for the promotion of 
education among Muhammadans. The pious endowers naturally wished to 
have the money spent for the good of their community. It is time that the 
State should intervene and see whether some statutory enactment could not 
be provided for giving facilities for better administration of waqf estates. 
Entertaining these views, I oppose this resolution. ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Kuan Chaudiiuri said : — 

“ My lord, last year 1 wanted to bring in a resolution somewhat to this 
eff('ct, but under some rules it could not be brought before this Council and so 
it was rejt^cted. 1 wanted that an officer be appointed as a itermanenl 
Inspector-General of ICoj/ Properties. Perhaps that was one of the reasons 
why th<' resolution was rejected. I forget what was the exact resolution, 
but it was something like this : ‘ That a Muhammadan officer be api)oint(!d 

ami that he be empowered to take necessary steps, etc.’ My lord, it is an open 
secret that most of the waqf estates in our country art! not managed or (reatttd 
as they ought to be managed or treated. This reminds one of henanii 
transactions. A man purchases a property in the name of another. He 
cheats his creditor by saying that the jtroperty is not his. And if the 
henamidnr gives trouble, he can always say that he only holds it in trust 
for him. The matwali holds the waqf property as God’s henatuidar. 
When liis creditor comes to him, he says it is God’s property and when 
God comes he says it is his own property. It is God’s property when it 
is to his advantage and it is his own [u-operty when that is to his advan- 
tage. My lord, this is what is going on with the toaqf properties. In 
many estates in Bengal, the matwalis spend the money for their own 
purposes diametrically opposite to for what tlu'y were intended and which' 
they have no right to do. I do not see what harm there is in appointing 
a Muhammadan officer who from time to time will make inquiries as to 
how the income of the waqf properties is being spent by the matwalis. He 
could collect evidence from men who knew what the matwalis were doing. 
And if he is satisfied that a particular property is being mismanaged, he 
can bring a suit in a Court of law and bring that man to justice. The cost 
of the case might be borne by the estate. I wanted the officer for the whole 
of Bengal, but my Hon’ble friend Maulvi Abul Kasem has anticipated me. 
Of course it is particularly necessary for Calcutta. Nobody knows %vhat 
property is waqf property in Calcutta. The Improvament Trust tries to 
open out a congested part of the town perhaps, and then somebody comes 
out and says that his miserable hut is a waqf property, thus creating a 
deadlock. There sliould be a register of toaqf properties in Calcutta. In 
the whole of Bengal, we do not really know who are the trustees and who 
the 'ueneficiaries. Take the case of the Mohsin Endowment. We derive 
benefit from this fund only because there was a litigation over the appoint- 
ment of a matwali and the estate went into the bands of a receiver, and 
with the money saved during the time- the es^atik* was in the hands of a 

-Mir 
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receiver, some Government papers were brought, ami the interest being^in 
the hands of the Government, we derive soim* sort of beneht. This is 
the sort of case in which Government is justified in takimr action, and I 
hope that they will take action in res; ect of all estates. ‘ 


The Hon’ble Mu. Cumming said : — 

“ My lord, the proposal before the Council is that an enquiry kIjouUI be 
made into the mangoment of properties within the limits of tln^ metro- 

politan area, in order that material may b(^ colhu^ted with a view to taking 
further action regarding the management of such properties. I can assnn^the 
Hon’ble Members of this Council that Government are not unawan^ of tin* fact 
that there is an uneasy feeling in the minds of certain sections of the public 
regarding the administration of those properties, and tiui Government are also 
aware that a wish has boon expressed that Government should come to tln^ 
assistance of those who hold such opinions. I ma 3 % liowmn*r, inform l.ht^ 
Council at onc(' that tin* resolution has already" Ikhmi anticipalfd b;’^ Govern- 
ment — not this Gov('rnm( 3 nt but th(' Government of India — as tlu' matter is 
more than one of provincial (concern. It will lx* noted at the outset that tin* 
llon’ble Member has limited his enquir^^ to Calcutta ami its vicinit^^ ; but, as 
has 1)(K3U explained \)y anotlnu* Hon’ble Member who mov(*d an am(‘ndment 
that there is an objection to such limitation, it is obvious that any action 
regarding waqf })roport 3 ' should have a wider application than tin* limiis of 
Calcutta. But apart from such an objection, I may explain t.o t he Council 
that there are two main grounds why Governirnmt are not prepared to a(U'(q>t 
this resolution. The Hon’bh* Rai Didjender (’humhn* (Jhos(* Bahadur, (piite 
unconscious of what Government has doiu*, has pointtMl out tln^ imp(‘rfe(^- 
tions in the proposal and tln^ appropriate nmnxl^^ in tln^ b)rm of h^gislation. 
The first ground is obviouslj^ that any such action, as the appointimmt of a 
Government officer for this purpose, would l)e futih^ in that t he ollicei si^l(‘(^t- 
ed would have no statutory pow(irs. The second ground is obviously that, 
sucli statutory powers as are required for tin*, purpose*, t)f fmquiry into and 
control over loaqfs should b(3 conferred by the Imp(*rial Council. 

As regards the first point, as 1 havt* said before, smdi a special oHic.rn- 
whom the resolution proposes to appoint would have no legal status ()r 
authority. managers would have merely logia^et him witli a definite 

refusal of information, and he would b<3 powt*rloss ; besides, a wrqj is a 
private*! trust find Government, would be no more justified without special 
legislation in interfering wit h tln^ management on tin; lines of tin* resolution 
than with any other private business. 

The second ground which I have already nnm tioned, namely, that 
statutory powers must be taken in tin*. Imperial Council is the*, more* import- 
ant. The llon’ble Member is himself aware that early in 19 Hi In^ sul>mitted 
the draft of a bill entitled th(*, Bengal '.Vaqf Registration Act winch he 
desired to introduce into the Bengal Legislative Ccmncil. Ib* was inforinecl 
in May 1916 that the subject of the administration of religious and charit- 
able endowments in India had received the full con 8i<le ration of the Govern- 
ment of India and of the Secretary of State, who had approved the proposal 
that Imperial legislation should be undertaken. A bill for the purpose was 
drafted ; but the Government of India at that time decided to pcistpime its 
introduction ; and the Hon’ble Member was informed that any separate pre^ 
vincial legislation on the same subject could not conveniently be introduced 
until the Imperial Bill had been passed into law. The facts, therefore are 
that the Government of India contemplate legislation on the subject which 
is At present suspended ; that without legislation no statutory powers can 
be conferred ; and that without statutory powers an enquiry of the nature 
suggested by the Hon’ble mover would be in Cruet uous. 
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Maulvi FazUul-Hoq. 

Tlio Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri has explained in the coarse 
of his speech that he made a similar proposal about a year ago. Hie pro- 
posal, I may inform the (Council, was that an officer should be appointed by 
(lovernmont to inspect not only waqf but also properties ; and he 

was informed that without legislation, which was a matter primarily for the 
Imperial Council, no such officer could be appointed with the requisite powers. 
I can understand the impatience that is felt by the Hon’blo mover and other 
gentlemen of his persuasion ; I can realise that he feels strongly on the 
subject of the alleged scandals in connection with the management of such 
trust properties ; but J feel sure that he will recognise that the greater 
includes the less in this case ; and that when his draft Hill has not been 
accepted, a proposal of this kind, although at first sight it looks very much 
smaller and therefore possibly acceptable, must be governed by tt)B same 
principle. 

On these grounds. Sir, on behalf of Covernment, while 1 am in accord 
with th(^ tc^xtual wording of the amendment, I must oppose the resolution in 
its original form.” 


The Hond)lo Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui-I1aq said : — 

“ My lord, 1 had originally nothing to say in reply, but the Hon’ble Rai 
l)t‘bend(‘r Chunder Ohos(‘’s speech compels mo to say sometliing if only to 
explain my position. As rc^gards h^gislation. 1 may t(dl the Kai Bahadur that 
the matter did not escape my attention. Hut we must collect materials 
before wt‘ can take any action. Some sort of legislation is undoubtedly 
iKHH'Hsary, and t he officer who is to \>o, def)Uted must \)o armed with statutory 
pow(>i*s. It is with this object in view that I drafted a Hill which I formally 
submitted to Government and asked their permission to introduce it in (Jouncil. 
As tlu‘ lT()n’l»l(‘ Mr. Cumminghas said Gov^umment were not prepared to give 
me that pmanission for reasons which were communieat(^d tome and which have 
b(H3n rt‘.ad out just now. T was t lum given to undertand that the GovernnuMit 
of India contemplated taking legislative action in this matter, and I was 
given to understand tliat in view of the action which the Government of 
India w^ere going to take, it was superfluous on tlio part of a provincial 
Government to do anything further in the maticr. Hut I doubt very much 
wbetlnu* this good intention of the Government of India has any chance of 
lacing put into practice within a measurable distance of time. Of course 1 
understand that it is engaging the attention of the Government. Hut it 
is for the sake of l>eneficiariea of these waqf estates that I have proposed, as 
a teunporary measure, that a certain officer may be appointed and that 
h(^ be deput(^d to take certain action before legislative action is taken by 
Government. Mine is only a temporary measure, and this will not prevent 
Governmenl from taking action by means of legislation. The llai Baha- 
dur has pointed out certain obvious difficulties in the way of the officer 
who may l)e deputed for this purpose from collecting information. He 

says that even if tln^ Member of the Board of Revenue is present, the 

matwali will withhold information from him. I do not know whether the 
Hon’ble Member has for gotten but I remember that in a case before the 
Collector at Alipore he* appeared for one of the matwalis and most uncon- 
sciously, in the exercise of his profession, was of great help to the 
matwali so far as this particular point is concerned. But of course what he 
did he did in the best interests of his client. There are records in Courts 

and these records will show ho^^, in the case of most of these estates, that so- 

called matwalis have recourse to law in order to bring about all sorts of 
complication and they have recourse to all sorts of legal proceedings to deprive 
the waqf ]uoperties of some of their most valued possessions and ultimately 
become owners of these properties and misappropriate their income. So far 
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as the matwalis are oonoerned, I do not believe that they can withhold infor- 
mation from a Government servant oE some standing. But even if they do 
80 , there are other sources from which information can bo mtherod and 
it would give us ample materials for any action to be taken. Of course we 
all know that it is open to us^ as members of the public, to take action under 
section 92 of the Code of Civil Procedure, but so far as that is concerned, 
certain information have got to be gathere<i before any action can be taken, 
and it is for this reason that I am pressing for the deputation, of a suitable 
Government officer. I still hold the view that it would he some time 
before legislative action is undertaken, and I therefore suggest that an officer 
be placed on special duty for collecting materials for action to be taken in 
this matter. I am proposing to accept the suggestion of the Hoirble Mauivi 
Ashraf AH I' hat the resolution be so worded as not to bo limited to Calcutta 
and Its suburbs but be extended to the whole of the Presidency. In spite of 
the remarks that have fallen from the Hon'hle Member who has replied on 
behalf of Government, 1 do not t^ink thal 1 can do anything but press the 
resolution.” 


A division was then taken with the following result : — 


Aye$ — 18 . 

The Hon’lile Sir Nilratuu Sarkar, Kt. 

,, „ Mr. W. H. n. Arden- Wood, iM.K. 

,, ,, Mr. Afninur Kahinaii. 

„ „ Mr. Prdvnali Cliunder Mitter. 

„ Sir Deba Praaad Sarbadiiikari, Kt.,(%i.k 

,, „ Kai Uadba Charari Pal Uahadiir. 

„ „ Mr. F. \V. Carter, c.i.K., c.B K. 

,, „ Mr. W. K. Crum, o.n.K. 

Mr. E. B. Eden. 

,, ,, Mr. E. A. Martin. 

„ „ Mr. H. a. A. Irwin, f' i.K. 

,, ,, Maiilvi Abu) Knaein. 

,, „ Mr. M. Anliraf Ali KImri Chaiidlmri. 

,, „ Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

,, ,, Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

„ Babu Bliabendra Cliandra Buy. 

„ „ Rai Sri Natli Huy Bahadur. 

,, „ Babu Kiahori Mohun Cliaiidhuri. 


AToaa- 19 . 

Tlio Uoti'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, k.c.i.1£., o.m.i. 

,, „ Mr. J. Ci. Cuiiiining, 0.1.1c. 

,, „ tlie Maharajadliiraja Baharliir of 

Ibirdwiin. 

,, „ Mr. J. n. Kt?rr, <j.i K. 

,, „ Mr. C. J. Stovuiiaoii'Mooru, c.v.o. 

„ „ Hurg^-Oenl. W. H. U. Hobiimoii, o.ii., 

„ „ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malloy. 

, ,, Ml. F. A A. Cowley. 

,, „ Mr. 11. P. Duval. 

,, ,, Mr. C. n. BoinpnH, 

,, ,, Mr. W. C. Wordaworth. 

„ ,, Mr. C. F. Payne. 

„ ,, Hui Priya Nath Miikbarji Bahatlur, 

\.H U. 

,, ,, Mr. *1. Maokenzio, o.b.k. 

„ „ Raja Ilri^hikeah Lahu, 0.1. R. 

,, „ Kumar Sldb SiiekharcHwar Ray. 

„ „ Rai I >ebcndur Chunder Ghoae Bahadur. 

„ „ Rni Malieiidru Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

„ „ Babu Mahcndra Natli Ray, 0.1. K. 


The following members abstaineJ from voting : — 

The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjoe, k.c.i.k. 
„ Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 


The following members were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, k.c. 

„ „ Mr. J. Honald, c.i.E. 

„ „ the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

„ „ Mr. J. W. Hely Hutchinson. 

„ „ Babu Brojendra Kishor liay Chaudhuri. 

,, „ Mr. Arun Chandra Singba. 

Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawnrdy. 

„ ,. Mr. Altaf Ali. 

„ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

„ „ Babu Snrendra Nath Ray. 

„ „ Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

„ „ Babu Ambika Charan Mazuindar. 

The Ayea being 18 and the Noes 19, ihe motion waa aooorcBhi^y lost. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

/ 

The Hon*ble Babu Kibhori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following reso- 
lution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that immediate 
steps be taken to introduce a system of compulsory military drill in all 
Government schools and colleges. 

He said : — 

“ My lord, in moving this resolution I have every hope that I shall get the 
sympathetic consideration of the Government and the whole-hearted support 
of this Council, and I think it requires no very lengthy argument from me to 
convince this Council of the urgent necespify of taking active steps to incul- 
cate in the rising "genc^ration a chivalric spirit of devotional service to the 
King and the Motherland. In order that this sjurit may be properly devfdop- 
ed it should form part of the educational system, so that it may foster and 
create habits of self-control, discipline and fortitude, under disturbing condi- 
tions, amenable to the command of the guiding authorities. 


Recent experience from the working of the Bengal Ambulance Corps and 
the Bengali Regiment has taught us that even after a very long period of 
complete inaction there is still a martial spirit in the Bengali blood, which, 
if nurtured with care, nuw, at no very distant date, give, out of the Bengali 
population, a substantial cPnit in the Indian Army. 

I am aware that my fiiend the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Diitt has 
suggested in his notice of resolution that military drill should be introduced 
in all colleges and schools. Really there is no difference between him and 
myself. T think no time should bo lost and Government should at once 
introduce in all the schools and colleges under their control, and the private 
educational institutions may follow their example in due course. 


Circumstances, my lord, to which 1 need not refer in detail, have forced 
upon us the inevitable conclusion that every able-bodied man should be ready, 
whenever required, to take up arms in the defence of his hearth and home — 
his mother, sisters and children — and thereby to maintain the peace and 
integrity of the Empire we live in. If we are to do this the beginning should be 
made in the educational institutions. The educated community really is the 
backbone of the country, and they are the truly loyal subjects of His Majesty 
the King-Emperor, and it is from the educated people mainly that we have 
been able to gather recruits. And therefore if these educated people are 
made to grow up — not for the dark rocJtas of the Secretariat, adding and sub- 
tracting figures day after day for thirty bright silver coins at the end of the 
month — but as men to realise life with its infinite potentialities, they, 1 am 
sure, my lord, will be a real strength to the Empire. 

I may take it that the Government also have realised this necessity as 
is shown by their acceptance of the resolution moved by Hon’ble Rao 
Bahadur B. N. Sarma in the Imperial Council on the 2l8t March, 1917, 
recommending the urgent desirability of encouraging the Boy Scout move- 
ment among Indian students. On that occasion the Hon*bie Sir C. Sankaran 
Nair said ‘ So far as the Indian Boy Scout movement is concerned, the 
Government are prepared to encourage it in India/ and the whole country is 
thankful to the Government for the same. My present resolution, I think, 
my lord, if accepted by this Council, will be only a step in furtherance ot 
the resolntion moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Sarma, and will be an additional 





lieaolutimui. 
Mr. Crum. 


718 


stimiUus to the progress of the Boy Scout movement anong Indian studenta. 
And this step becomes also necessary as a preliminary in view of the recent 
pronouncement by the Government that Commissions — though only a limited 
number of them in the Indian Army will be given to Indians in the future. 
1 am very glad to notice that a resolution almost similar to mine was moved 
u the Hon ble Dr. Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari in the Senate of 

the Calcutta University on the 18th May last, and that tin- matter is boinir 
considered by a committee of the same. 

And lastly, my lord, I hope that the stop suggested in iny resolution is 
very hkely to bo a cure for the malady which wo are all very sorry to notice 
here and there now and then — I mean the spirit of anarcliisin — for', niy lonl, 
to my mind if tl»c Boy Sc6ut movement is encourgod and military drill intrtv! 
ducod, the playful spirit of the young will find sufficient scope and will not 
seek other dangeious and inischievoiis outlets. 

With these few words I commend this resolution to the acceptance of the 
House. 


The Hon’ ble Mk. Cuum said : — 

My lord, I wish I could pt^rsuade I Jon bio Member who has iiiovchI 
this resolution, and those who are in favour of it, to withdraw it. 1 have a 
certain amount of experience of compulsory military drill, and for that reason 
I think it is^ both impracticable and unsuitable for Honj^al. As reisfardB its 
impracticability, I do not know how many schools there are in Hen^al ; 1 was 
toM the number the other day, but T do not remombor it, but I think the late 
Vico-Ghancellor of the University will be able to p^ive us the «ijxformation ^ 
but at any rate, I think probably that all the instructors in the Britisfi army 
in India would be needed io instruct all the boys in military drill. It is 
perfectly obvious that you cannot intriKluco compulsory military (Irill without 
proper instructors. 

The second reason why I think it is unsuitable as far as the boys in this 
country are concerned is that I df) not romoinber anything. rnor*i trying or 
boring than the hour of drill that 1 used to go through at scliciol — I liaroHay 
Your PjXcollency has as lively a rocolloction as I have of the daily hour 
of drill. 

Iho Hon’ble mover has referred to the scout movement in India. I 
shall refer to what Sir Robert liaden-Powull, who is tlu^ greatest authority on 
the scout movement, siiys about military drill for boys : — 

‘Military drill gives a feeble unimaginative officer a somethin/fif with 
which to occupy his boys. He does not consider whether it uppc^als to 
them or really does them good. It saves ktm a world of trouble. 

Military drill tends to destroy individuality, whereas wc want to develop 
individual character ; and when once it has boon learnt it bores a boy who 
is longing to bo tearing about on some ontorpriso or other, it blunts his 
keenness.’ 

And again — ‘ When I see a troop drill well but fail to follow a trail 
or cook its own food I recognise that the master is no good as such. The 
indifferent or unimaginative officer always falls back on drill as his one 
resource.’ 

This, Sir, is the opinion of the greatest authority on the training of boys, 
and in view of this, I really very much wish that the Hon’ble mover of this 
resolution would withdraw it ; I am perfectly certain that five years hence 
he or his successors will ask this Council to take away this compulsory 
military drill from schools.” 
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Sir D. P. Sarvadhikari. 

The Hon’ble Sir Dbba Prabau Sarvadhikary said : — 

“ My lord, it would have been bettor if this motion had come up after 
the Committee of the Senate w'hich is considering this question submitted 
its report. The question is not an entirely new one. When Sir Gurudas 
Banerjee was Vice-Chancellor the question of bompulfiory drill was taken up. 
There was opfxjsition probably for such reasons as have been advanced by 
the Hon’blo Mr. Crum ; any way the scheme fell through. And the result 
has been an absolute state of unpreparedness. The principle of the scheme 
was, however, accepted in a half-hearted way and a lifeless and unimagin- 
ative sort of drill was introduced in some of our schools and which is now 
conducted by imperfectly-trained drill-masters. But what is there to prevent 
us from teaching our boys real drill? The Hcsa’ble Mr. Crum thinks that 
there are not enough instructors in the British army for Bengal schools and 
colleges. I do not know what the number is of the instructors in the British 
army. But difKculties in this and other directions have to bo overcome if 
we are satisfied that the matter should be taken up in right earnest. And 
the system which Mr. Crum calls unimaginative has to be replaced. It is 
by no means perfect, but still it is something. ,The object of the proposal 
of substituting military drill, boy-scout training or whatever else may be 
decided on is that we should, in the first place, inculcate ideas of discipline in 
the minds of the boys, and in the second place, try to be in a state of 
preparedness for any emergency that may twise. 1 have no doubt that our 
boys would have been able to do their work much better if they had some 
sort of training of the kind indicated. Of course there are difficulties in the 
way. But the position that would arise if the present state of things 
continued be much more difficult. Without traditions, without any sort of 
preparedness we have been able to raise men for the Ambulance Corjis, the 
University Infantry, the Bengal Light Horse, the Bengali Battalion and the 
Indian Defence Force, who have not discredited us on the wliole, though 
regrettable isolated cases of abuse have proved to be inevitable. 1 shall not 
pause to enquire whether the criticisms about military backwardness that are 
levelled against us are just or not, but we do feel that we are not doing 
nor are able to do anything like our little bit because of the lack of discipline 
and the condition of unpreparodnese, and we strongly plead for a better order 
of things. The responsibility of continued inefficiency will be on those who 
deny us this. My Hon’ble friend has asked for the introduction of some 
sort of training. If the scout training which Mr. Crum advocated wiy do 
for the purpose, lot it do for the school boys. But for the college boys we 
advocate military training, unimaginative though it may be. My lord, we have 
had enough of soul-uplifting agencies in this country, educational, philo- 
sophical and otherwise. It is time that wo had something the other way, for 
the stern realities of the situation have to be faced. We can only indicate our 
readiaess and formulate our demands. It is for the authorities (o solve the 
question of ways and means. And if we formulate our demands, indicate 
our readiness and if there be lack of means or willingness on the part of the 
authorities to avail of this unquestionable and unquestioned willingness, why 
then the result, will be anything but encouraging. It would not do to rest 
the question or give it up because of the supposed unimaginative aspect of 
the thing or because of its difficulty. If there are not enough instructors 
available, some of the teachers may be deputed to get some sort of training 
from military instructors in the same way that I hey are sent to training 
schools now. Of course it cannot be done all at once ; it will have to be done 
slowly. If we are to get recruits for the army, it must be the educated 
people who will show the way for a long time to come yet. They have 
always done it in other fields, and it is some satisfaclion to know that they 
are doing it in this field also. But what they are doing is not nearly enough ; 
because of the lack of surroundings and atmosphere, there is an admitted 
desideratum which can however be n medied by what is suggested in this 
resolution. 

So much for the sentimental aspect of the question. But there is also 
a business side to it. As I have already stated that if frcmi the point of view 
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of bueinoss we have to leave out schools from our proposals for want of suffi- 
cient instructors, then let the training be confined to colle^jes for the present. 
The school drill may be improved and the scout mowmont may he introduced. 
The instructors will have to take up only .50 col leges or less perhaps, and 
that, I take it, will not he very difficult. Whether the M. A. classes comes 
under the term colleges need not enter into the question at all for the ] resent. 
The great thing is to givt^ it a start at once even if we cannot take up the 
whole thing.” 


The Hon’hle Mk. Arden-Wood said : — 

“ My lord, the practical interest of this question is, to my mind, ii.s 
bearing upon the physique of the pupils in the schools and colleges of Bengal. 
I have had extensive opportunities of observing tlie eftects of compulsory 
military drill both with arms and without arms upon school hoys. And 
it is my deliberate opinion that the value from the physical education point 
of view of military drill with arms is very dotibtful. The same objtictioiiH, 
however, do not hold for military drill without arms, and sutdi drill no doubt 
has its value in teaching boys to move aliout intelligently in bodies, and 
in giving them what, I believe, is called a smart and soldierly manner. 
Hut all these advantages can be had by introducing in schools one or otlu^r 
of the forms of wliat is called Swedish drill. This form of physical education 
has for school boys the advantages that military drill has, and is without its 
disadvantages, and therefore I should be inclined to support tliti resolution 
if the word ‘ military ’ were deleted.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“My lord, I beg to support this resc^lution. Wlien engaged in recruiting 
work in the mufassal, I have got the impression that the recruits have had 
no preliminary training in drill. If our boys liad been trained properly in 
military drill, this difficulty would not have arisen. I am led to i hink that, 
in the circumstances in whicli we are situated at present , if this system is 
introduced at the ('arly stage all these difficulties will be obviated. Th^^ 
system of drill which is introduced in our eollcg^^s and scliools in the 
mufassal •are based upon souk* recommendations inad<; by Dr. (»ray in his 
little book which is chiefly re.commendiMl for physical drill, I submit 
respectfully that a compulsory drill shoubl he intrcKluc(*d. The qut^stion is 
however of some difficulty, as what sort of military drill is to he intrcwJuced 
into our colleges and schools. If we can get the men who can tc^ach our hoys 
properly, it will ho indeed a good thing to introduce compulsory military 
drill at once. If a delay is made^, I think we cannot expect to got better 
soldiers. For these reasons, my lord, I bog to Biip[)ort the resolution, which, 
I consider, will have a very salutary effi;ct in teaching our boys in the 
military line If about 40 years agr) military scb(X)ls and colleges bad Ix^en 
established, Your hlxcellency would have got thousands and thousands of boys 
well trained to go to the battlefielils. But, my lord, that policy was not 
adopted, although I am aware that when I was a boy in the collogc? about 40 
years ago, application after application was made to the military authorities 
and these applications were not entertained. My b>rd, I do not sec any reason 
why our boys should not be allowed any sort of military education. My idea 
is an ambitious one ; and if, instead of having more arts colleges and science 
colleges in the headquarters, we have military colleges in important centres, 
there will be no necessity for sending recruiting officers all over^ the 
parts of this Presidency. That is my reason for supporting this resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Mahaeajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said : — 

“ My lord, I think what most of the members who have spoken on this 
sabjeot incloding the mover of the resolution have in their mind is that Bepgai 



The Maharafodkiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

lias Huddenly been awakened to tlie necessity of having good Bengali soldiers, 
and there is na doubt that the Bengal Ambulance Corps movement as wall as 
the Bengali Regiment have revived the martial spirit, and I may say, instil- 
led the martial spirit into the educated classes of Bengal ; but while that 
so, the resolution which the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has 
proposed recommends to the Governor in Council that immediate steps be 
taken to introduce a system of compulsory military drill in all Government 
schools and colleges. There is a similar resolution standing in the name of 
the Hon*ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta Avho wants to go a step further and 
introduce that system in all schools and colleges in Bengal and not simply 
limit it to the Government institutions. This resolution has two aspects ; first 
of all, that which relates to the schools and then that which relates to the 
colleges. 1 propose to take up, first of all, the aspect so far as the schools are 
concerned before I can deal with the other aspect. The Hon’ble Mr. Crum 
spoke at some length on the inadvisability and impracticability of having 
military drill introduced into schools. I think he said that he disliked 
the one hour’s drill which even Your P^xcellency had also to undergo, but 
that it was a drill without arms which makes a distinct difference. I shall 
corno to that ])oint later on. Meanwhile, I would like to add one or two 
authorities to the quotations made by Mr. Crum regarding the inadvisability 
of introducing military drill into schools. He has already quoted Sir Robert 
Baden-Powell, who at another place says that ‘if you want to spoil a soldier 
give a hoy military drill.’ 


Sir William Aitkin, Professor of Pathology in the]?^etley Medical College, 
says ‘ Boys given military training at eighteen or before make soldiers who are 
less robust and efficient than men with whom this training was deferred a few 
y(*ars remaining in civil life until after their bones, heart, lungs, liver, etc.', 
were morn matured and developed. Recruits at eighteen or under show 
immaturity which results only too frequently in their ending in the hospital 
or being discharged as invalids. 


‘ Military opinion in all countries accefjts this point of view. Military drill 
can be easily and quickly taught : the groat trouble is that'- of conditioning 
rhe men. Given the material, the soldier is soon made, and the material is 
developed by systematic scientific physical training suited to its years,’ In 
England shortly after the outbreak of war certain schools acting as they 
thought in re8[)on8e to the needs of the time substituted military drill for 
school drill : this was promptly censured by authority as harsh. 


1 shall go back for a moment to tlie question raised by the Hon’ble 
mover of this resolution regarding the Boy Scout movement. 1 may say that 
Government is not indifferent at all to the Boy Scout movement in Bengal, 
hi fact, in Calcutta — and the Hon’ble Mr. Crum will bear me out in this — a 
governing body has been created for the Boy Scout movement known, I 
think, as the Boy Scout of Bengal, and I believe they have shown excellent re- 
sults in a very short time. Of course, Government are waiting to see whether 
the material available would justify their "sanctioning it in certain other 
centres later on in Bengal ; but for the present we must watch the movement 
now started in Calcutta. On the other hand, regarding this Boy Scout move- 
ment I wish to remove an erroneous impression. It must be clearly under- 
stood that the Boy Scout movement is an entirely non-military movement ; 
it is a movement which is just as much neoessary for the discipfine of boys 
as physical drill or Swedish exercise referred to by the Hon’ble Mr. Arden- 
Wood in schools. 
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The Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhifcarl, the late Vice-Chancellor 
of^ the Calcutta University, has taken a great interest in tliis question of 
military drill in Rengal, and as he has just now said, he would have preferred 
the postponement of the discussion of this resolution until the re[>ort of the 
Committee appointed by the Senate was received ; but if I undersKxKl him 
rightly he was not so anxious for military drill in schools, as long as some 
kind of drill was introduced. -That being so, it simplifies my case so far as he 
is concerned. I think many of the members of Council arc aware rliat in 
most Government schools and colleges there is a system of physical drill, and 
also in some aided schools and priv^ate institutions, some kiml of physical 
drill has been introduced. If the Hon’ble mover of the resolution and those 
who have supported him were to bring forward a proposal that greater 
endeavours should be made to introduce a system — perhaps a more claboi ati' 
system than at present — of physical drill in schools, I am sure Guvornment 
would give it its closest consideration. Rut liere, again, I must sound a note of 
warning; as has been pointcul out by the llon’ble Mr. Crum, so far as military 
drill is concerned, there is a difficulty about instructors and this applies with 
equal force to the question of physical drill. For the present, it is almost 
impossible ; even later on, we will not be able to get in a day the number of 
instructors required for the purpose. Then, again, there is another aspect. If 
we are to accept the idea that military training is not suitable for schools, but 
that some kind of drill as would train the boys, ti^ach them discipline and 
enable them to join any military corps in colleges after their school career ; oven 
then the fact must not be lost sight of, that in private colleges or in aided 
schools, it might lx* a hardsfiip on these institutions to begin with. Even if 
you were to leave out private institutions and if you insisted on physical drill 
being introduced and made compulsory in all schools, it would result in 
Government having to stop its grants to those schools and colleges which 
would not be able to introduce physical drill according to the standard 
Government might prescribe. Tlierefore in considering this question that 
aspect will also have to be tak<ui int o consideration. 


Then, again, military drill htas a specific purpose, to train seh^cted young 
men of good physique to bettor physique and endurance, and to carry out 
movements necessary in war, whereas school drill has its specific purpose — to 
give all children physiques and constitutions, better health and stre ngth 
and mental and boddy alertness. Military, medical and erlucational opinion 
in, I believe, every experienced country holds that it is a mistaao to attempt 
to identify them ; that the child is spoilt as present child and future soldier 
if he is prematurely introduced to formal military drill. On tho8<? grounds, I 
think I have ma le it abundantly clear that it is impossible for Government to 
accept the question of military drill so far as schools are concerned. 


In 8cb<x)ls where the Gov^ernment think that there is room for <lovelop- 
meat, pliysical drill such as Swedish gymnastics might bo introduced, but 
even then one will have to proceed cautiously as it might prove a hardship to 
those ’aided-schools who may not be able to afford an instructor straight ofi* 
for the purpose. Moreover, I do not know whether it would be quite wise 
also to make it compulsory in private institutions, but this is a matter which 
will require farther consideration. 

I now turn to the other side of this question which relates to colleges. 
Regarding this I would like to point out that 1 do not think that sufficient 
time has elapsed to judge the result achieved by the University Unit under 
the Indian Defence Force. I think we should await that before we consider 
the desirability or otherwise of extending the ^system of military drill in 
Colleges, whether Govemmeht or otherwise, in ifengal. Moreover, I think 
that you cannot achieve that in a day or two, nor can you make the people 
of Bengal military in a generation when there has been stagnation for 
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Centuries past so far as military aspirations are concerned. Then, again, I 
would like to point out that this is the most unsuitable time to press upon the 
attention of Government the question of raising further difficulties so far as 
the military authorities are concerned regarding new units of military course 
of training in colleges. You have at present the Indian Defence Force, and I 
believe, although 1 cannot give it out in exact figures, that there is a proposal 
to raise the number of the Indian Defence Force so fer as the non-European 
section is concerned. Then, again, you have the Bengali Regiment ; you have 
your University unit under the Indian Defence Force ; you have recently 
noticed in the newspapers the announcement made that commissions are going 
to be given in the Army to selected Indians ; what is further, that 10 
cadets. I believe, a year are to be recommended to go up for training at the 
Sandhurst College. Now you will admit that those are very considerable 
advances, and before you try new tests with your young men, let us see how 
these work. The military are not in a mood just now to have further taxes 
on their patience put, and I therefore request the Hcm’ble Member on the 
ground t hat it is not only inadvisable but impracticable to have military train- 
ing in scliools, and secondly for the present, we should watch the results of 
the University Corps and tjio Indian Defence Force and the other military 
organisations in which Bengalis can participate, that it would be better for him 
to withdraw this resolution. I may add that Government cannot accept it.” 


The Hon’blo Uai Radha Chakan Pal Bahadur said : — 

My lord, I am asked to speak, but I do not wish to prolong the debate 
with any observations of mine.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

“ My lord, 1 must make my point clear at the outset by saying that 
I advisedly used the word ‘ Government ’ in referring to schools and 
colleges in my resolution. If the training is confined only to Government 
schools and colleges then a large number of instructors will not be necessary. 
I have not submitted any sclieme of military drill as I am not the proper 
person to do it. All I want is that our boys should be trained in such a 
way as will prepare them in due course to take up military training whenever 
required. If for that pur|X>so the word ‘ military ' in my resolution is found 
to be unnecessary, I have no objection to omit it. In what form the drill 
should be introduced can only be considered by Government in consultation 
with both military and educational authorities. My object is not to start 
military scliools and colleges but it is to give our boys some sort of training — 
something better than what they are getting now — boy scout training or 
anything, and I want it also to be extended to colleges. Whether the training 
will be with arips or without arms it is not for me to say, although, I think, 
with proper safeguards arms may bo used. But a beginning has got to be 
made. I do not know whether Your Excellency thinks that it would be better 
for us to wait till the report of the Senate Committee is submitted. But all 
I ask is that the matter should not be rejected. If the principle is accepted 
by Government, we might wait for the Senate’s report. As regards the 
objection raised by the Hon’ble Mr. Crum about the dearth of instructors 
and the form of drill with a view to train odr boys for a military career, 
I think, if the principle is accepted those difficulties won’t stand in the way. 
In that view I hope that my resolution will not be rejected. I am not very 
anxious in what form it is accepted, I perfectly understand that the scheme 
shall have to be considered in consultation with military and educational 
authorities. The time has now come for a military training. The reason 
why there are not more Bengali Battalions is that we have had no military 
training and no martial spirit was inculcated into our minds. We do not 
know whether the services of ail able-bolied men will not be required for 
the defence of the country. And I earnestly pray that my resolution will be 
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accepted in whatever form the Government chooneH to accept it. I only hope 
that the principle will not be lost sight of.” 

The resolution was put. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Oh aitdiiuui said : — 

“ My^ ^ make a slight amendment ? May I omit t he word 

‘ military 

The Hon’hle the M ahaka.i ahhikaja Bahaihir of Bitrowan said : 

“ I object t o an amondment being made now.” 


TliC pRKKIDKNT Said : — 

“As ol)jeotion is made, the amendment cannot Ix' moved.’’ 


A division was then tfiken with ( he follf)wing result : — 


A yes — JS. 

The Hnn’hU? Sir Nilraian Sarkar, K r. 

„ Raja Hrialiikt^ah Lniia, I'.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. Piovnah ChiitKior Mitter. 

,, n fSir I>el»a Pra^aJ SarhafUiikari, Kr , 

<’ I.K. 

1, V Hai Debendor ChutKier Ghom' 

Baiiadiir. 

.. .. Uai Ha<Hia Charaii Pal Bahadur. 

Maulvi Ahul KaHeiii. 

,, Maulvi A. K. FhkPuI-Hh(|. 

,, ,1 Khan Sahib Aiiian Ali. 

n 7, liai Sri Nath Kay Bahadur. 

,1 Hai Mahendra Chatidra Mitra 

Balia 4 lur. 

1. Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, 

1, .« Babu Kiahori Mohan Chatulhun. 


Nors — jS? / . 


1 ’ho 


hit- 


Sir Henry Wheeler, k.(M K., c.s.i. 

Ml. J. G. (Jiiiuinin^, ('.K.i., c.i.E. 
tile Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Biirdwan. 

Mr. J. II. Kt'ir, r.H.i., (M.k. 

Mr. C. J. StcvciiHon- Moore, o.v.o. 
Surfcii.*(*onl. W. H. B. RobiiiHon, 

(' n., i.M.K. 

Ml. b. S. S OMalley. 

Mi. F. a. A. Cowlev. 

Mr. II. P. Duval. 

Mr. C. 11 . BoiHpuH, c.a.i. 

Mr. W. C. WorilKworth. 

Rni Priya Nath Mitkharji Bahadur, 

i.b.o, 

Mr. J. Mackenzie, o u.k. 

Mr. W. H. II. Ardoii-Wood, c.i.k. 
Mr. Aiiiiniir Rahman. 

Babu Siv Narayan Mukhnrji. 

Mr. F. W. Carter, cm.k,, c. u.k. 

Mr. W. E. Crum, o ii.k. 

Mr. K. H. Eden. 

Mr. K. A. Martin. 

Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, o.i.K, 


The following member abstained from voting : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudliuri. 

The following members were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. T, C. P. Gibbons, k.c\ 

1 , Mr. J. Donald, c.i.e. 

M Mr. C. F. Payne. 

Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

11 oir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.i.k. 

11 i%« Mr, J. W. Hely .Hutchinson. 

11 .1 Kumar Shib Shekharoswar liay. 

11 11 Babu Brojondra Kishor Ray Chaudliuri. 

^1 ft Mr. A run Chandra Singba. 

11 11 Dr. Abduila-aDMamun Suhrawardy. 

11 11 Babu Bbabendra Chandra Ray. 

1, Mr. Altai Ali. 

•1 V Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

11 11 Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

11 11 Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

11 n Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

The Ayes being 13 and the Noes 21, the motion was accordingly lost. 



-LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 12. 


Tho following resolution which stood in the name of the Hon’ble 
Babit Akhil Chandka Daita was held to be covered by the debate on 
t lie previous resolution and was deemed to be withdrawn ; — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a system of 
military drill be introduced in all schocJs and colleges in Bengal. 


^ LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 


The Hon’ble Hai Debkndkr ChunuerGhosk Bahadur moved the follow- 
ing resolution : — 

'riiis (youncil recommends to the Governor in Council that Government 
do advise the Calcutta Improvement Trust that in disposing of surplus side 
lands as building sites, the Trust should, where possible, lot them — 

(0 in the case of newly-made or broadened streets, having a width of 
eighty feet and upwards, into plots of not less than one bigha in . 
area ; 

(«i) in the case of streets having a width of sixty feet, into plots of 
not less than ten katas ; 

(m) in the case of streets having a width of forty feet and less, into 
plots of not less than four katas ; and 

{tv) where the surplus land lies by the side of a park or square, into 
plots of not loss than ten katas. 


He said : — 

‘‘My lord, I crave leave to say a few words on the operations of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust created some six years ago with the object of 
promoting the structural sanitation of Calcutta. Let me assure those connect- 
ed with that body who happen to be members of this Council that their 
schemes and their ener^^ in pushing them through are appreciated, and that 
the criticism which might bo offered now is expressed with a sense of regret 
that, having had the opportunity of shaping the city of Calcutta on the lines 
of Jeypore in India or Paris in Imrope, they have neglected it. and have been 
content to open out streets without regulating for assorted class and types of 
side buildings and only keeping their eyes open on the main chance of getting 
a high price on the land sold. 


The Improvement Trust Act cannot be said to be the happiest piece of 
legislation for the purposes in view; and it is to be hoped that the time is not 
distant when its proper amendment will be taken in hand. But I must 
congratulate the Trust Board that despite the damping effect of the war, ^nd 
the temporary cramping effect of judicial pronouncements, they have made 
very good progvess in their works. They have opened, and are opening out, 
some wide main thoroughfares of eighty, one hundred and one hundred and 
fifty feet in width ; a few are of sixty feet, and the great majority are of forty 
feet in width. The Trust have been selling their surplus lands in the Surti- 
bagan, Shambazar and Bhowanipore sections of the town, and it will be con- 
venient if I refer to their operations in the latter to illastrate the method 
which I propose to condemn and to show what should be done in furtherance 
of sanitation and beauty. 



Most pec^le are aware that when building sites are sold in this city, the 
rate for measurement unit for small plots becomes higher than what one 
gets if the plot is larger in area. If the reason for existence of the Trust had 
been only to widen existing streets and then to make large profits by selling 
surplus lands in very small plots independently of any consideration tor their 
after use, then there is nothing to be said against this way of increasing their 
cash balance and improving their financial position. That the purchasers 
would not in such cases be able to leave more than one-third of their respec- 
tive lands open to the sky, and that they would bo compelled to erect four- 
storied buildings to make their purchases remunerative and make tlie sur- 
roundings insanitarjs is their affair, and not of the Trust vendor. 


This intensive construction of buildings in broad streets which the 
Improvement Trust are forcing people to make by their lotting surplus lands 
on broad streets into three to five or six katas for sale as building sites bcnh's 
no good to the future of the city. Such a fine street as Uussa — the continua- 
tion of Ghowringhee — is being spoiled in this wa^’. Plots of sncli small art^as 
may be quite sufficient for the 40-feet roads opened out by the Trust under 
Scheme No. in tlie belt between Russa and Lansdownc Roads so well 
planned for improvement by them. Men with shortto* purses will have oppi>r- 
tunities for investment there. Rut those with longer purses are denied oppor- 
tunities of putting up large detached liuildings anj^where. There is only om* 
plot in Russa Road (North) which has any respectable dimensions — J mean 
plot No. 90 which looks like ground for an intended extension of the 
Russa Engineering Works, a coneorn which deserves well of the eity and 
Government. 


I believe the Trust made a mistake in not acquiring lands on both sides 
of Russa Road and also by making so many exemptions. Exemptions should 
be made in 10- feet roads, and not so freely in the 80 or 100-feet roods. 
Small investors Hhoul<l be encouraged to go to narrow streets, and to 
suit their convenience a broad street should not be spwiled by the sale 
of lands on it in small plots. If the Trust Board are not interested in the 
architectural beauty of their streets, they should at least do things in 
such a way that twenty years hence there might not be again u cry 
of overcrowding and for getting a new body of Improvement Trust to 
undo this paii: of the work of the present body. I hold in rny hand a copy 
of the map published by the present Trust Board showing the lots in Russa 
Road intended to be sold and also a few whiclj have l)een already sold. My 
lord, you will be surprised to learn that a gocxl plot of land between two to 
three bighas in area abutting Russa Road on the cast with a fine frontage 
of about 300 feet has l>eeii divided into twenty-two small lots for sale. When 
this scheme No, IV for Russa Road widening was put forward, it was esti- 
mated by the Trust Board that the nett cost for acquisition of additional 
land would be nil. Probably double the price for surplus lands was antici- 
pated then. The few sales which have already been effected point to an 
increase four times, and I submit that the Trust should in consideration of 
such a large increase in the price forego the temptation of pursuing the 
huntas method of selling in small plots of land on broad roads. 


Public bodies when once they come to a determination erroneously on a 
question, generally stick to their position, and seldom acknowledge their 
error. I have no hope the case would be otherwise on the present occasion. 
But the evils looming in the future of the present shoi’t-sightcd policy of the 
Trust is my apology for troublinjg Your Lordship’s Council with a prayer for 
modification of this policy. My difference with them is not much as regards 
th^ir way of disposing of side lands of 40 -leet roads which are larger in 
number, but with their lotting of sale lands on broad roads/’ 



Mr. Bompaa. 


The Hon’ble Mk. Bompab said : — 

“ My lord, I am instructed to oppose this resolution on behalf of Govern- 
ment. The position of Government is this. Under the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust Act, it is the business of the Improvement Trust to submit improve- 
ment schemes to Government for sanction. When Government receives 
such a scheme, it deals with it as it thinks proper, «.c., it may sanction it or 
alter it before sanctioning, or it may refuse sanction, in which case it is 
returned, and if the Improvement Tinist wishes to proceed with it, it has to 
be altered so as to meet with the approval of Government. This Council 
will, therefore, see that Government has the fullest control over the improve- 
ment schemes which are executed in this city. That is the constitutional 
method provided by the law by which the control of Government is exer- 
cised. For Government to issue general instructions that the Trust should 
carry out its work in such and such a way is a method of control which is 
not provided for in the law and which would probably be infructuous ; for the 
Improvement Trust is not a brancli of Government or composed of officers of 
Government. It is composed of 11 Trustees, of whom 5 are elected and who 
are under no liability to pay any attention to general directions of Govern- 
ment. Tliere are also 4 Trustees nominated by Government and those 
gentlemen, who have hitherto served as nominees of Government, have by 
no means been of the ap-ke- waste type; and I imagine that if these 
nominees were expected to surrender their discretion in matters that came 
before them, we should not have ready to serve on the Trust the same 
type of gentlemen as have hitherto done in the past. 


Further, if Government were prepared to issue any such general instruc- 
fious, it would not issue the particular instruction desired by the Hon’ble 
Member. 1 am personally extremely pleased when any citizen of Calcutta 
takes any interest in I ho work of the Improvement Trust. The work of the 
Trust will intimat(4y affect the welfare of the future citizens of Calcutta and 
it affects many vested interests ; and the more those who are able to advise, 
favour the Trust with their advice, the better pleased myself and my fellow- 
trustees are. This question of ]>lotting out of lands is a very important 
one, but it is not quite so simple as the Hon’ble Member appears to think. A 
great deal has been written about it, and I have read much of what has been 
written. It affects the style of buildings which are to be erected and that 
affects directly the hc^alth and welfare of the citizens. It is true that the 
Hon’ble Member owns a large liouso in the immediate neighbourhood of Russa 
Road and if the land on which his house stands had been made a part of 
Improvement Scheme No. IV, for the widening of Russa Road, then the 
' Hon’ble Member could have obtained one bigha of land on Russa Road ; 
he would have acquired the land which now intervenes between his own and 
the road and would have obtained a very nice site. But because the 
Hon’ble Member would like that lands on the Russa Road should be laid out 
in plots of one bigha each, it does not follow that everybody wants to have 
so much as a bigha, and I very much doubt whether that is so. When the 
Improvement Trust, makes a road in the centre of the town, a cotta is there 
worth Rs. 10,000, and if you parcel out land in plots of one bigha each, the 
land will alone cost about Rs. 2 lakhs and to put up an adequate building 
on such a site would cost another Rs. Ij lakhs or at the present rates even 
Rs. 2 lakhs. A moderate capitalist would be debarred from acquiring lands 
on the main thoroughfares constructed by the Trust, and 1 think that there 
are a great many people who consider that it would be extremely undesirable 
to place a monopoly of that kind in the hands of the very rich. 


There is another question. The plotting of land of a bigha in area 
means that the depth will be 170 feet. Now if all building plots on the m§in 
thoroughfares constructed by the Trust are to be 170 feet deep, it means that 
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a g^reat deal of land will have to be taken up and that means a gfroat deal of 
destruction of property. I am very glad that the Hon’ble Member recom- 
mends such a proposal. Many people think that the Trust acquires too much 
land, and as a matter of fact we have not the courage to acquire more than 
120 feet deep when we improve a road through a populous neighbourhood ; 
but it is encouraging to know that the Hon*ble Member is prepared to re- 
commend to the Corporation the p.dicy he has advocated. 


The Hon’ble Member has in particular referred to the Hussa Uoad ; but 
1 do not propose to go into the details of what has been done. 1 may, how- 
ever, point out that tliat quarter is a populous neiglibourliood ; and it is pos- 
sibly true that we had not the courage to take up enough of the existing 
property; but to have acquired to a depth of 170 feet or 180 feet on each 
side of the road would have involved the tlestruetion of a large amount i>f 
property of poor middle class ])eople, the destruction of whose propt^rty 
causes the greatest possible amount of hardship. I may also remind the 
Hon^ble Member that in one place the Trust did take up a particularly 
deep area which was not covered b}^ residences but (tfiieHy by insanitary tanks. 
In consequence of this acquisition, we were involvcMl in expensive litigation, 
and the Courts held that 60 feet should meet our reasonable nuiuirtunents. 
The Improvement Trust has had to continue the litigation as far as the l*rivy 
Council in order to get that view of the matter set aside. The fact of the 
matter is that in pUitting out lands one has, as tar as possible, to antieif>ate 
what the demand of the public is ; and altliougli it is probable that in the 
outskirts of the town, people may desire to have large plots on which they can 
lay out tennis-courts, gardens and ont-liouses, it is by no m(‘anH certain that in 
the centre of the town, people are prepared io buy on such an extensive scale, 
and if they bought such large plots they would prohal)ly he subdivided and 
the subdivision will he conducted on inconvenient and insanitary linens. These 
are practical reasons why we cannoir adopt the policy of th(^ Ilon’hle Mtunher. 


The Hon'hle Member has said that there hav’^e Ix^en exemptions. The law 
compels us to grant exemptions if the land can be exempted. It is tluj spirit 
of the Act and the spirit of the law which, I know, meets the sentiments 
of the public of Calcutta. Where a man is willing to pay, he should he left 
in undisturbed possession of his property and there should he as little dis- 
possession as possible ; land sbould not be acquired simply to b(^ given to 
another. Exemption constantly takes place, and it is obviously the intt5ntion 
of the law. But if the policy advocated by the Hon’ble Member were to be 
given effect to, it would render that section of the law practically nugatory. 
For these reasons, Government are not prepared to issue general instructions 
for the plotting out of lands in the way the Hon^ble Member desireH.'’ 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“My lord, I regret to say that the two members of the Corporation in this 
Council are on the present occasion on opposite sides. All that need ho said 
on this resolution has been very succinctly said by the Hon’ble Mr. Bompas. 
My lord, in the first place I want to bring to the notice of this Council that 
the Russa Road scheme before being taken up was sent tq Corf>oration for their 
opinion and also published for general criticism. My Hon’ble friend the mover 
of the resolution as a member of the Corporation had a chance of criticising 
the scheme in which it was clearly shown that so much land will be taken up 
for widening the Russa Road and so much land on both sides of the road will 
be surplus land. The scheme was referred by the Corporation to a Com- 
mittee, and my Hon’ble friend was, I believe, a member of that Committee ami 
1 never heard from him at that time that he wanted a larger area to be provided 
for building sites. If he had proposed it at that time then 1 believe the matter 
would have been better threshed out by a more popular and representative 
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body — not that I mean to say that the Hon'ble Council was not a renresentative 
body. In that case, my lord, perhaps my Hon’ble friend would have been 
required to sacrifice his own hoiiso for the purpose of providing one-bigha build- 
ing site. I find, my lord, that between his house and Russa Road there 
is a strip of land considerable portion of which has been swallowed up by 
the roadway and a narrow strip is left over for building site. But if we had 
followed the policy of laying out a bigha that would have destroyed his pro- 
perty. If I were he, my lord, I would have fought hard for my dwelling house. 
The central avenue goes riglit through the heart of the densely-populated 
Bengali residential quarter. There surplus land to a depth of 76 to 100 
feet has been generally taken, and with great diflSculty we managed it. 
Mr. Boinpas wanted much more but we had to restrain him and he became 
somewhat manageable. If you want a bigha for building site, you have got 
to double that depth. In that case, it would have led to the destruction 
of residential IjouHes of a larger number of jK)or middle class people. And 
iiow are these displaced people to be housed is a question with which we 
are confronted. They are generally people of small means earning perhaps 30 
or 40 rupees a month and they cannot aflbrd to buy land on a street 
100 feet wide and a bigha in area. As regards reinstating these people, I find 
there was hot discussion in th(^ (^ouneil between Mr. Bompas on the one side 
ami Balm Bhiipendra Natli Basu and Sir Deba Prasad and Rai Sitanath on the 
other. It was over sections 78 and 81 of the Act. If the Hon*ble Member’s 
i*eHolution is accepted the problem of reinstating displaced people w’^ould become 
more complicateil and difficult. 1 have tried to clearly put the case. 1 am 
intimately associated with the Trust as also with the |X>ople. 1 know the 
people’s need for < hey come to me morning, noon and night, and I know that 
the Hon’ble Memb(M ’H proposal would cause great hardship to the poor middle 
class people.” 


The IJoirble Rai IIkhknoku Ciiundkk Ghosk Bahaour said : — 

My lord, 1 was prepared to have an opposition speech from the Hon’ble 
Mr. Bompas, but noi in tiie taste which has been displayed this afternoon, 
referring to my misfortune of being a resident in this quarter ; and 1 
thought that the taste displayed by him would not bean example to any 
other Hun’ble Member of this Council, but it seems that it caught its contagion 
in my friend to the left (the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur). My 
lord, I was anxious to hear the arguments on the merits of the case and not 
to my having been a resilient in this neighbourhood. It stands to reason that 
one who is resident in that quarter is expected to take an interest in the 
matter and to put forward his view^s before the constitutional Tribunal or 
Council ; and 1 think that by being a resident of Bhowanipore I have been 
able to put forward certain facts which have not been controverted and it 
shows that it is an advantage to hear one who is a resident of this locality. 


Now the Hon’ble Mr. Bompas says : ' What has Government to do in this 

matter ? I am the Chairman of the Improvement Trust and if you interfere 
in our business, myself and the trustees will withdraw from this work.’ It is 
a threat w hich, 1 hope, does not indicate the state of the mind of his colleagues. 
W hatever may be his own feelings, I imagine they have got a sense of their 
duties and arc receptive of criticisms, though I know that corporate bodies 
when they come to a decision always stick to it, never mind whether it is 
unwise or drastic, and they are always reluctant to acknowledge their error. 
The Hon’ble Members who have made opposition speeches have not shown that 
my arguments are unsound. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 
is a member of the Improvement Trust Board, and I gather from his 
speech thk afternoon that he h^as been instrumental, as he said, in persuad- 
ing the Ofaaimian to come to this decision' that the plots should be as small a# 



1918.] 


Jfeaolutiofu. 

The PregidetU ; Mr. P. C. Mitter. 


725 


possiUe, so that the poor and middle claas people who throng his house every 
morning and evening should have their views adopted by the Trust. It 
seems that the Hon’blo Rai Bahadur is playing to the gallery an<l evidently 
he has no thoughts of posterity. He should remember that Calcutta is a 
historic city, and when a traveller from the far West comes to Calcutta, having 
heard that it is the second city in the British Empire, and passes St. Paul’s 
Cathedral southwai-ds, he passes to a place which is very unsightly and in- 
sanitary. What is the argument we have got from the Hon’ble Mr. Bompas ? 
I do not think he has given us any substantial arguments whatever. He says 
that he has done it to suit the necessities of the poorer people. I supjiose, Sir. 
that poor people sometimes expand and become suddenly rioli. I suppose that 
many Hon’ble Members are aware that a section of the Indian community have 
got money as a God-send owing to the war. Those who are eugagecl in trade 
or any business have suddenly become rich. If the Hon’ble Mr. Bompas hud 
been at the sales which were retumtly held, he would have known that the 
buyers at those sales were not local men with the exception of very few. 
but are outsiders who are engaged in trade ami who hav'o mad<^ a lot 
of money on account of their speculations and are now investing their uiointy 
in these land purchases. This could have been easily ascertained from t he 
men of this locality. Bui, as I said, poor people expand and suddenly become 
wealthy. What I suggested was that lands on two or three wide streets such 
as Kussa Road, etc., should be dealt with in siK'h a way that men with long 
purses would have opportunities to put up gfxxl buildings then>, and I am very 
sorry that my Hon’ble friend opposite (Mr. Bompas) should liave ehf)sen to 
have a fling at me and to bolster up his position. My lord, I should have 
welcomerl some substantial arguments as to why the continuation of Chow- 
ringhee Road should not be dealt with in such a way that people might 
consider it equally sanitary and fine looking and not as a rrwid meant for 
residence of * natives ’ and therefore its sides and surroundings made nasty 
in perpetuity. It is for the consideration of the Council whether my resolution 
should be accepted or not.” 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


The Pkesident said ; — 

I have received a request from the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Dutt 
for the postponement of the next resolution (Item No. 1-1 on the Business 
Paper), on the ground that he has been unable to reach Calcutta this 
afternoon, and I have agreed to do so. For the convenience of Hon’ble 
Members I propose now to take up Item No. 15 and after its discussion to 
adjourn till to-morrow. 


There is a meeting of the Provincial Agricultural Association to-morrow 
at 11 A.M., and I understand that some Hon’ble Members desire to attend that 
meeting. I propose that after we have concluded the discussion oq Item 
No. 15. we may adjourn till midday to-morrow. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. IS. 

The Hon’ble Mk. Pkovash Chdnder Mittkk moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that immediate 
steps be talten to organise the -cloth weaving industry in Bengal with a view 
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to relieve the distresH caused to the poorer population of the province owing 
to the prevailing high prices of cloth. 


He said : — 

“ My lord, at this late hour I shall speak as briefly as possible. Knowing 
your lordship’s sympathy in the matter I refrain from discussing the question 
apart from general principles. I have asked a certain statement which I 
have compiled from the census table, to be handed to the Hon’ble Members of 
this Council ; and from that statement, Hon’ble Members will see from 
column 2, that the total number of male weavers in Bengal is 144,168 and 
the numla3r of female weavers is 45,803. I may perhaps explain that the 
females are generally engaged in helping their male relations in various 
preparatory processes. In the district of Midnapore, the total number of male 
weavers is 13,619 ; and there are large centres such as Jessore, where there are 
10,697, Pabna 9,064, Dacca 12,567, Faridpur 10,187, Tippera 9,159. There 
are some districts where the weavers are in larger numbers than in others. 
If we take the total number as one lakh whom we can organise by active 
attempts, let ns consider what tlio position will be. In order to consider 
the prmition, 1 ought to tell tln^ llon’ble Members that at the present 
moment, most of the weavers use their primitive looms which are good 
enough for ordinary purpe^ses. By using the Serainpore fly-shuttle loom, they 
will bo able to weave 10 to 12 yards of cloth daily. That means that a lakh of 
weavers at their present rate, 6 yards per day, can weave 15 crores 
of yards a year. If we could introduce the Serainpore fly-shuttle loom, they 
could at least double tl\eir outturn, and that outturn will amount to 30 orores 
of yards. My lord, the cost of a Serampore loom is only Ks. 25, but it does 
help the weaver in earning at least 5 annas a day more. So it stands 
to reason that if the industry can be organised, it will bo a very good 
thing for the weavers and also for the community at large. My whole point is 
t hat the weaving industry is at present disorganised and a better loom should 
be introduced. The total amount of cloth which Bengal requires at a rough 
computation is something like 90 crores of yards. Manchester does not 
supply all that cloth but a large percentage of it. At the present time, at 
least 10 crores of yards are supplied locally. Therefore if the industry is 
organised it will not only bring more money to the weavers in the shape of 
living wages but it will be of great assistance to meet the present situation. 


My lord, there is another point on which organisation might help a good 
deal and on which I desire to touch very briefly. It is well known that by the 
time the yarn goes to the weaver its price goes up as it passes from the big 
importing houses to the weaver through several middlemen, and the same 
process is repeated with regard to the finished article. I do not think that 
I should discuss the nature of the organisation in detail, but I may suggest 
some of the main heads. The first is by an extension of the co-operative 
movement. I know, my lord, that Your Excellency’s Government is already 
doing much in this direction ; but perhaps regard being had to the present 
situation, more may be done. Government has already established outlying 
branches of the Serampore Weaving School in several places such as 
Bankura, Malda, Tangail and Col’s Bazar. It may also be possible, 
provided suitable persons are forthcoming, to encourage private enterprise 
by Government help in the shape of expert advice. But it is obviously 
a point which depends on the fact whether suitable private enterprise is 
forthcoming. I therefore refrain from discussing details. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has intimated in the course of the 
debate this morning in connection with another resolution that a Comnxittee 
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m will b© appointed. All that I ask for is that this rcsolutiou may be sympa- 
thetically considered and nuiy bo give n efl\ e< to as far as possible. 1 need 
hardly add that the acceptance of the principle of this resolution will have 
a ver^^ reassuring effect on the public mind at the present mumeut.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said : — 

“ Sir, I shall endeavour to emulate the Hou’ble mover in the commendable 
brevity of his remarks at this late stage of the present sitting. Tlie Hon’bJe 
Member desires that steps should he taken to organize th(‘ cloth Wtniving 
industry in the ])rovinoe. ! should like to say at om‘e that (Sovenmment are 
prepared to accept this resolution. The flon’blei M(unl>er has made sc^vtn*til 
8*^K^^8tioiis as to the lorms and agencies by which his proposals may be 
carried out ; and I will say on behall of (xoviu’iiment that in accepting ♦In* 
resolution they do so on a certain understanding. This understan ling is 
that the agencies for any advance should be, first, the co-oj)(*rative movement 
to which the Hon’blt^ mover has rid’erretl, secondly, l he Wi aving Instiliile, 
and. thirdly, (die agriculLural improvennMits. On all l,hes(» lines Govern- 
ment an* taking action at tin* prestmt iiioiiicnt. On that n ndt‘rstaiiding 
(jrovc*riiment accept the resolution ; lor it must n'alised that tlnn-e are 

some factors in the prol)lein over which (iovom nnnit <^an exorinsi* no etti‘ctfw 4 ‘ 
control at all. 


Without going into details 1 may inform tin* Goumnl that il is a matt(*r of 
eoinnion knowle Ige that the weaving class is probably the most conservative 
of all th(^ industrial classes in tin* Presidency, and then^ is no class whicli Hemns 
to be in such a chrouic state of insolvency to money-lendm-s. Nt'vertlndc^ss, 
there is some ray of hope in the organization of co-opt*rati ve mov(unent 
amongst the weavers. Such organization has l>(u*u (;reated in the Ihinkura 
and Pabna districts and further developments are exp^^clud in Tippewa, 
Midnapore, Hooghly, Na<lia and Jessore districts. 1 am glad to inform 
the Council that a most definif(^ advance* lias becui made in the llanknra 
(fistrict owing to the demands of tln^ MuiulionH Hoard; in*- verl Indess, whal- 
ever may be done by I lie co-optjrative movtuae.nl the fact i funalns tliat 
clotli can only be pnxliua^d from yarn and tin* yarn has to Ix^ bought. 
The next matter therefore is the provision of yarn at iinKjeratt* prica^s, and 
tliat is really the crux of the jKisition at the pnme-nt iin7mont Tin* suj)pJy of 
cotton yarn is rather a commercial f^jhlern than aii industrial problem, and 
the matter has been fully dis(;iiS8e<l in coiirn^etion with I lit* n^solution of tin* 
Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq. As regards cf)ttt)n growing, the rctrord ol the 
Agricultural Department is unfortunate. Any ttotton grown at prcseni 
in Bengal is grown in certain hill areas, in the Chittagong Hill Tracts anil 
in Hill Tippera. Many attempts liavt* betm made*, ninev the middle x)f 
the last century to grow long-staple cotton in tlie plains of Bengal, l>ut 
every attempt has so far been a failure. 'bhis yt*ar '2(H) mauiids ol 
seed have been imported from other provinces and liave btxjn supplied 
to various ptxjplo in thu^ province, and (*X|K3rinuuit s have been made in 
the Dacca Agricultural Farm with the object of determining tlu^ suitai ility 
of oertaiii cotton for sowing on high lands. Tfie great obstacles to tie* spread 
of cotton growing in Bengal are the heavy rainfall and the great variety 
of insect pests to whicli cotton is peculiarly suwceptihle. Notwithstanding the 
conservatism of the class in question, the high price of th<5 yarn and the 
climatic opposition to the prosperity of the cotton crop in the plains of Bengal, 
both the Registrar of Co-operative Societies and the Director of Agriculture 
have been and will be desirous of increasing thc^ production of the raw product 
and the manufactured article. On such an understanding, Sir, Government 
arg prepared to accept the resolution.^* 
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The Hon’iile Mr. P. C. Mittkk said : — 

“My lord, I acc(*pt the underafandin^.” 

The resolution was then put and carri(‘d. 


Adjournment. 

^rhe Council was then adjourned to Thursday, tin* 4th July, 1918. at 12 
noon, at Govern nuuit 1 Ioiih(\ C'alcutta. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 
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, AbMTaci of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
utuler the provisions of the Government tf hulia Act, 1915. 


The Council met in the Council CliambcM* at Oovoninnoit House, 
Cahmtta, on Tliurst^lay, the 4th July, 1918, at 12 noon. 

Present : 

His Excellency the liight Hon’hlo Lawhence floiiN Litmley Dundas, Eake 
OF lloNAl^usH A Y, G.iM.E., ( raver Hor i>f the I* residencg of Port 
William in Bengal, presiding, 

'riie Hon’ble 8ik Henkv Wheelkk, k.c.i.e., ( .s.i 

The Hon’bh* Mk. J. (4. Cummino, im.e. 

Tlit3 Hon’ble Sir Hi.iav (hiANO MAiHAii, k.(’.s.i . k.(m.e.. i.o.m.. Maha- 

rajadhiraja Hahadur of Bnnivvan. 

The Hoii’ble Mk. J. H. IvEkk, c.s.k, cm.k. 

riio Hon’ble Mk. C. J. Htevenson-Mooke, ('.v.(». 

The Hon’bh" Suri^n.-Cjlenl. W. H. 1». UoiiiNsoN. (Mi., i.m.s 

The Hon’ble Mk. L. S. 8. C’Mai.lev. 

Tile Hon’blo Mk. K. A. A. (hiwi.EY. 

Tlie Hon’lile Mk. H. P. Duvaj.. 

The Hon’ble Mk. C. H. Bomfah, o.r.i. 

The Hon’lde Mk. W. C. Wokoswoirni. 

The Hon’bh* Rai PkiYA Nath MuKHAk.n BAiiAouk, i.h.o 

The Hon’lile 8ik Ra.ienora Nath Mookehjee, k.c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sik Nilratan Sarkar, K r 

’Fhe Hon’ble Mr. J. Mackenzie, o.h.e. 

Tlie Hun’ble Mr. W. H. H. Aki>kn-Wooi>, < i.e 

The Hon’Iile Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PkovASit CifUNOEk Mittkr. 

riie Hon’ble Bahu Siv Narayan Mo<ikkrjek. 

The Hon’ble Sik Deha Pkahao Sakhahhikari, Kt., c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Rai Debenuek Chundeh Ghosk Bahadiik. 

0 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.e., c.b.e. 
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The Hoa’blo Mr. W. E. Crum, o.b.e. 

The Hon^le Mr. E. B. Edkn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. A. Mariin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, c.i.e. 

The HfmT»le Maui.vi Arul Kahem. 

1'lje Hoirble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui.-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Khan Saiiir Aman Aij. 

The HoirWe Bahu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

Tlie Ilon’ble Rai Mahkndra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

[The (liHiHiHsion of the reHolutioiiB on matters of general public interest left 
ovtM* from the previous day’s iimeting was resumed.] 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 16 & 17. 

The following two resolutions stood in the name of the Hon’bh^ Bahu 
Amhu’A Charan Mazumdar : — 

This (vouncil nu.'ommends to the Covernor in (Umncil that the grant-in- 
aid rule-H, as approved in th(^ Governimmt of Bengal, (iJenera I Di^partnumt, 
letter No. 408 Edn., dattnl the 251 h February. 1018, be either withdrawn or 
HO modified as to leavi' a substantial measure of indejiendence to the Sidjool 
Committ.ees. 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that tlie powers 
given to the inspecting oflicers for supervising tlie promotions of pupils from 
one (dasH to another and for selecting candidates for the Matriculation Exami- 
nation, be wholly withdrawn, such powers being vested in the Head Master 
subject only to the supervision and approval of the Sidiool Committee 
concerned. 


The President said ; — 

I have received a request from the Hou’bh^ Babu Ambic;a Charan 
Majumdar for the post|>onement of items Nos. 16 and 17 on the ground of 
illness and 1 have a(H!epte 1 tliat as a reasonable ground for postponement 
of the motions till the next meeting of the Council. 


LIST^OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 18. 

The Hon’ble Maui.vi Abul Kasem moved th(» following resolution : — 

This Council recommendB to the Governor in Council that so long as no 
European officer of the Indian Educational Service is available for the post 
of Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education, a 
Muhammadan member o£ the Provincial Educational Service be apjx)inted to 
hold the post. 
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Ho Baid ; — 

‘'My lord, I holievo that tho su^^geBiion in thin roHoiution is very Biinple, 
ind I hope that Your Excolloney's Governinont will nt^e their way in aocoptin^r 
it. About the year 1913, it was thought dowirahle to appoint a H|H=^ciaI officer 
IS Assistant Director of J'ublic Instruction for Muhaniinadan Education, in 
>rder to enquire into the difficulties which Muhaniinadans feel in prosecuting 
;heir studies and also to adopt the best means for spreading education among 
,he Muhammadans ; and Mr. Taylor of the Indian Educational Service was 
irst appointed as the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhain- 
nadaii Education. Mr. Taylor has since gone to military duty and as them 
s a dearth of Euro^x^an officers of the Indian Educational Stuwicc^ t he arrange- 
nent at i)resent is that the official duties of the Assistant Director for 
Vluhauiinadan Education are now performed by the Gein ral Assistanl 
[director Mr. Gunn. I know, my lord, that this offict'r is a very ablo and 
uiergotic officer and has a greal> capacity for work and is well known for the 
lespat.ch of work in lii.s office. Hut the reason why 1 move this resolution 
s tliat the work coneorning questions of Muhammadan Education n^juiri^s 
1 h^ officer holding that post to go out to dith^rent ]>artR of the Presidtuicy to 
inquire what the needs of Muhammadans are and how i hey can bi^ nuit. either 
)y Government or by local organisations. Mr. Ttaylor used to spend a gcxnl 
leal of las time on his tours, and on his rciturn to luiadquarters lui useil 
o make certam recommendations which wcirci duly considered by the 
lirector of Public Instruction ; now Mr. Gunn, the gtintloman who is <loing 
dr. Taylor’s work in addition to his own duties, has to dispose of a large 
imount of work, and I trust, and tin*. IIon’l)le tlui Director of Public 
nstruction will admit, thai his duties are V(iry heavy and that he cannot 
ifford to go out often on tour. There was some apprehensiem in certain 
luarters that the post of Assistant Director of Ihiblicr Instruction for 
duhammadaii Education had bt^en abolisluMl. So I put a question to 
hat effect and was assured that therc^ was no intention of abolishing 
he post and it was explained by Government <-hat tin*, duties of the 
wo officers were now combined in tin*, same, individual* simply on 
Lccount of t he, want of officer of the Indian Educational S(irvi(;e. I may add 
hat when tin* atipointnnmt was first croal-(xl, a suggestif)n was made t hat tin* 
ipi^oinlment should bt^ ln*bl by a Muhammadan; bu* tln^ Muhammadan 
]rentlemen, whose opinions carry weight, wen^ of opinion that tlnt*appointirnml 
ihoul 1 be Indd by a European and a member of the Indifin E lactational Service*. 

think the suggtistion, so far as wt^ are concenmed, was cjiiite satisfactory, 
md did in fact bring about exccdlent rc^siilts. Hut what I sugg<5st at tin', 
>rosent moment is that during the period of war, when no officuir of the Indian 
Educational Service is available, those* duties should be pi'rformcxl by a 
nt>*nbor of the Provincial E liicational Serv’'ici5 and trims fill up the gap 
luring the absence of the poriniiiont incumbent. This has beem done in 
nany other services, as in t he Indian Medical Servic^c, t hc^ placjos of thfise 
>fficc 3 rH who have*, b(?on requisitieiiied f<^)r military duty liavo been takeui liy 
Assistant Surgeons — several of the;se Assistant SurgtMms are now officiating ai- 
)ivil Surgeons. In the general administration the places of many I. S. 
?ubdi visional officers, who have gone ein military (luty, havc^ beem fille 3 d by 
nen of the Provincial Sf 3 rvice. In this particular cas(^ iny suggestion is 
hat a Muhammadan officer be appointed temporarily as Assistant d)irector of 
^iiblic Instruction, who may go about the whole*, provinci^ and look into the 
leeds of the Muhammadan community and sulirnit his recomme 3 ndatioriH to 
he. Director for his approval, and also be in ejorro8f»ondoiici3 with the different 
nspcctors of Schools in consultation with whom ho may be able to solve many 
[uestions. At the present moment, we cannot ahord to neglect questions 
oncoming Muhammadan education. Everye^ne admits that so far as Wesf^^rn 
iducation is concerned, we are still very backward ; anel we just 

)egun to take keenly to highei education, and we are exercising an influence 
n this matter. At this moment any want of encouragement or advice or any 
leglect will retard the progress that has been made, and it will indeed be 
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Khan Sahib Aman Alii the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur df Burdwan. 

very difficult to make up the lo8i ground. 1 submit that there will be no 
difficulty in making an appointment of a Provincial Service officer, and 
although I have mentioned the word ‘Muhammadan’, I am not very keen 
to the office being held by an official of my persuasion and religion ; I did it 
because 1 thought that it would be more acceptable to Government ; I have, 
however, no objection to a Hindu Provincial officer being appointed to hold 
charge. I beliov(3 that any officer who takes an interest in the work will do 
the work honestly and conscientiously. What I want is a special officer to 
hold charge of the office. As regards the meml)ers of the Provincial Service 
I beg to submit that there are many senior members who, previous to the 
present* arrangements, held independent charge of Divisional Inspectorships 
and whose services were duly recognised both by Government and the Depart- 
ment of Education. I see no reason why they should not be thought eligible 
to hold this office temporarily.*^ There is a grievance amongst my countrymen 
that Mie claims and the interest of these Provincial Service men. who have 
held fK^rnianent charge of Divisional Inspectorships, are overlooked and 
neglectiul at the time when members of the Imperial Services were intended 
for th(^se appointments. With these words, I beg to commend this resolution 
|o the acceptance of this Council.” 


The Ilou’ble Khan Sahih Aman Ali said : — 

“ My lord, I wholeheartedly support this resolution. T do not wish to 
lake uj> the time of this Council, but I wish to say a few words. If a 
Muhammadan officer be appointed to this post, it will give him a trial to* 
|)rov(^ whether ho is able to discharge these onerous duties. This will further 
i)e an encouragement afforded by Government to the Muhammadans. As 
(everyone knows, we are very backward in English education and there is 
no doubt about it. A Muhammadan is expected to know more about the 
lu^eds of our community than any other officer of other persuasions. With 
tlu^se words, I cordially support this resolution.” 


Th (3 Hon’ble the MAHAUAJAr)HiiiA.)A Bahaduk of Bhkdwan said : — 

“My lord, 1 am afraid the Hon’ble mover of this resolution has brought 
in a question which does not really assist the object which he has in view. 
We Jiave got first of all to look at the duties of the Assistant Director for 
Muliaminadan JLducation, and looking at that we find that there was sufficient 
reason for the conference in 1916 on the question of Muhammadan Education 
to make this recommendation. Recommendation No. 94 runs as follows : — 

‘ That we understand that, according to the original orders sanctioning 
the post of Assistant Director for Muhammad(in Education, Bengal, this 
officer should be placed in respect of Madrassas and Maktabs in the position 
of an Inspector of Schools and should be given full powers of initiation and 
control which are vested in an officer of this class ; that he should corre- 
spond direct with the Director of Public Instruction with regard to these 
institutions and that they should bo removed from the jurisdiction of the 
Divisional Inspector of Schools. In addition, the Assistant Director of Pu*blic 
•nstrnotion for Muhammadan Education has to visit educational institutions 
•»f all kinds in order to look after the interests of Muhammadans in these 
institutions. We feel that it would be to the disadvantage of Muktabs and 
Madrassas if they wore removed from the control of the Divisional Inspector. 
Muktabs in particular get all the grants from the District Boards through the 
District Deputy Inspector of Schools, who is an officer subordinate to the 
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Inspector of Schcxils. As far as administration is conoornetl, we feel that it 
would be a mistake to move those institutions from the control of the 
Divisional Inspector. 

* We think that the Assistant I)irocir)r of Pnblie Instruction for Muham- 
madan Education should bo an intog:ral part of tin*- Director of Public Instruo- 
tion’s office, and that liis chief duties should l>e lo sue (o Iht^ interests of 
Moslems in general educational institutions. In lhisc;ast* there would be no 
need for his separate office and establishment. ’ 

Then the report goes on to discuss the question of oHict^ and * ('stablisli- 
mont. 

Now, my lord, I(K»king through I ho report — and 1 hope tlie llon’ljle 
Member will correct me if I misunderstood what he said — vvt> find that when 
this post was created, t Ijcro w^as a e.onsidoral)le concensus of opini(»n among tln‘ 
Muhammadans that the j>ost should bo held by a European. Moreover*, soim^ 
members of th(3 conforenee who knowing the back wardnl^ss of their own 
community, even went to the length of suggesting tJiat the I leadmast^ns of 
Government high sehools should bo Europeans or Eurasians generally. This 
is a quotation whi(>*Ji 1 make from the Ilon’ble Nawab Ali CJliaudhuri’s 
opinion. This shows that the Muhammadan g(mt Imiien who were then 
consulted were of opinion that for the best interests of Muhammadan Educ^'i- 
tion it would bo blotter to have a European official at tlu^ hea<l of afiairs 
specially in a post like the one now under disenssion. MoreoviM* tlu^ pn^sont 
arrangement has boon accepted after tJie considi'ration of many alttumal-ives 
as being host in t he present circumstances, both for (‘duoation in giujeral ami 
for the Muhammadan (‘ommnnity in particular. Tlu^ j)roHtmt officer in charge, 
Mr. Gunn, has high qualificahons and wide* (‘xpcTiimot*. and fJovernmont 
is confident that flie welfare of Muhammadan Education is ref^(*iving and will 
receive proper attention from him. Govtummeiit is therefore of opinion 
that the a[)pointment of a Muhammadan officer of the Ih-ovincial Educational 
Service would not add to (dficiemey. Moreover, if th(< point is, as Mr. Kasein 
has p()inted out in his spc^och, that Mr. Gunn cannot do any touring, 
T may say that when Govm'iiimmt has made this temporary arrang<Muent 
owing to th(^ paucity of oflici'rs if lias also arrango<l that Mr. (Sunn sheuld ge 
on tour in tlH‘. latter half of duly to Dacca and othen- placH'S, te look into 
the interests of Muhammadan Education. For tlujse reasons (Sovmmimmt, 
as at present advisi'd, cannot aecofit this T-(iHolut ion, and I wfnild fioiiit out to 
the Ileii’ble mover ami the gentleman who support-ed liim tliat for th(^ best 
interests of Muhammadan Education irsejf it wouh) be wise to h‘av(^ the 
present arrangement as it is. Govornmoiit is perfVctly aware of the fact 
that there are Muhammadan oflicf^rs who are able and who in tiim% no doubt, 
will be able to hold apfiointinents like tliis, but I think that when Govern- 
ment takes so much intt^rost in Muhammadan Education, and tliat when it 
presses that the present arrangement is the best for Muhammadan Rjducation, 
the Hon’hle mover will withdraw his rcsolulion,” 


The Hon’ble Maui.vt Auul Kaskm said : — 

My lord, after the statement made by the Hon’ble Momlier in charge, 1 
do not think that it will serve any g<3od purpose to [>re8s this resolution. In 
asking for permission to withdraw it, I cmly wish to state that I arn glad that 
arrangements have been made for Mr. Gunn to go f)ul on tour for a few days, 
but what I wanted to press was that Mr. Taylor used to visit all the districts 
every year and housocl tc tour for about nine months in thfi year. However, 
as Government is not prepared to accept this resolution, I have no alternative 
but to ask for permission to withdraw 

The resolution was theiu by lei^ve of the President- withdrawn. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 19. 

Tho Hon’l)l(! Maui.vi ARt'i. Kabem moved the following resolution ; — 

Th is (Joiincil recommends to the Governor in Council that the number of 
memlieiH of the District Board of Burd wan bo increased from eighteen to 
twenty-four. 


He said ; — 

“ My lord, it would ai)i)ear that it is a qu(!Stion of t<M) trivial a nature to 
deserve the attention of the Legislative Council, but as 1 found it difficult to 
draw the attention of Your Ex<;elloncy’s Government to this matter by any 
other means, tho oidy course open to me was to bring it up in the form of a 
resolution. Th(' ])rayor in this resolution is that the number of members of 
the Districl. Board of Burd wan sliouhl b(^ ineroa8(*d from IH to 24. h rom 
the Local Self-Govornnient Act. it appt;ars that it rests with the Govorn- 
inenl of India to fix the innnlau’ of nieinbers, and the Government of India, 
for reasons which were known lo the officials in charge of that Government, 
fixed the numlan- at 18 for the districl of Burdwan, and if I read out to 
this (/ouncil th(' nundiors fix<'d ff)r other district ol a smaller nature, Hon ble 
inenibers will understand the reason for my doinand. 

Burdwan 18 members with an area of 2,368 sq. miles. 

llooghly 27 ditto ditto 2,261 sq. miles. 


The income of Burdwan is Us. 6,15,000, whereas that of Hooghly is only 
Rs. 5,343. 

Similarly, in Howrali. Midnaixire, Murshidabad, 24-rarganas, we have 
got generally 25, dessore, 21 and Bankura 17, but the latter is a very small 
district. Mr. Lees', the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, is reported to 
have remarked that he could not see any reason why tliat number (18) was 
fixed for Burdwan. 'I’he Burdwan District Board has a large area and a large 
income, and we want, that tho number should be increased to 24. My reason 
for this increase is that the number being small the vested interests in the 
district cannot be properly reiiresentod. 

'I’he Muhammadan community for example is very poorly represented on 
the District Board, and if Government proposes to give adequate and fair 
representation to the Muhammadans, then other interests will have to suffer 
and some of these will have to go unrepresented on the District Board. Then, 
my lord, we luive got four subili visions including the Sadar, and as is the case 
with other district board, if we have all the subdivisional officers as members 
of the Board to give; the lloivrd their official experience, in that case wo cannot 
have more than t welve nominated members because with the Civil Surgeon and 
tho Deputy Inspector of Schools, there are at least six salaried servants, and 
at least twelve nominated members, and in order to have twelve nominated 
members under the present Act , we must have twelyeu elected members ; the 
present practice is tliat they nominate the subdivisional officers by rotation, 
that is, on one (xseasion tho subdivisional officer of Katwa, on the other the 
subdivisional officer of Kalna. The Sadar subdivisional officer has never 
been given a scat on t he District Board. It was only on the last ocasion by 
some arrangement that five officials got into tho District Board. The Asan- 
sole local board failed to choose their representative, and their right vested 
in the Government and by that right tho Government appointed the sub- 
divisional officer of Asansol as one of the members. I think on that ground 
and also on tho grotind that all the intergsts are not properly represented on 
the Board, the number should be mcreundlis. Q^iore is also one other reason. 
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Bardwan is one of the few districts which lias the priviloj^e of rather the 
honour of having a non-official as Ciiairinan of tlie District Board. I submit 
that in order that our choice may be popular that the electorate should be a 
little larger than what it is at present. I submit also that the request to 
raise the number to 24 is not at all an unreasonable oiuk I might b^told 
that in view of the Government of India resolution on Local Self-Government, 
the constitution of the District Boards and the municipalities art' to be 
chang^l in the near future, and that there is no immediate hurry in (ionsiiier- 
ing this question at the present moment. With reftMcnce lo that I submit 
that whatever may be the future constitution of tin* Distri(;t Boards, what 
I want is this, that the Burdwan Distri(‘t BoariK so far as its st rmigth aiul 
number of members are concerned, should be ])ut on tlu^ same level as tliat 
of neighbouring District Boards such as HcK)^hly, Nadia, desson* and 2 DPar- 
ganas. I hope that Your Excellency’s ( ^nincil will acc^'pt this ri tiommendatitm. 
I may inform this Council that the nnmihers of the District Board approaclietl 
the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division with a similar requi^st and 
promised to look into the mat ter. ITowevin*, I do not know what has \)vvn 
done, and I submit this resolution at t he rcnjutvst of several memlxus of the' 
District Board, including the VM(te-Chairman himsedf, and 1 1 io]h' that it will 
receive acceptance from Your Excellency’s C\)un(‘il.” 


The Hon’ble Uai Mauknoha Cuandka Mitka IUiiadok said : — 

‘‘ My lord, I support the resolution. It is a fact that t hm-e is truly a 
limiteil number of reproseiitati ves in District. Boards. From subdivisions 
there are very few elected inemlHU’s. llndtu* tlui ju'ovisions of the Act, 
Local Boards are to s(uui in tluur n*present ativt^s to District. Fioaials and that 
two-thirds of the members are to Ixi (*b*(?t.(Hl and ont‘-l.hird nominated. 
This is a point wliicdi dciservi^s consideration, d’luua^ shouhl Ix^ chang(^H, my 
lord, in the constitution of the Local Boards, so that more ebuil.ed nuunbers 
may be S(uit to the Districit Boards. ’rh(‘re ought to bt* an ext-iMision of tlu‘ 
electorate and there ouglit to be populai* r(*]n*(*s(Uit ation throughout the 
distri(.*t. In this view of the malt( r I ask the (hminal to (tonsidm* whet her it 
is desirable to increase the number of membt'rs of th(3 District Boards.” 


The Hon’ble the M ahahajauhiuaja Bahadur of Burdwan said 


” My lord, it is true that for soim^ reason unknown to us at present, the 
Ilooghly District Board — from where the Ilon’ble Bai Mahondra Chandra 
Mitra Bahadur comes — with a population of nine lakhs sln^uld havt? 27 
members. But if we were to take? Burdwan with its 1 S mtunbers and compart* 
it with that of Bankura and even Midnapore, and alscj if wt^ went furtht*.r and 
compared it with Chittagong and Tipperali, we won M lind that lUirdwnTi is not 
doing so very badly. But in this connetition what I must iirst of all p(»int out t(» 
the lioti’ble mover of this resolution is that in a inatttu’ of this kind Govtun- 
ment cannot move on its own initiative. They are, however, quite prepared to 
consider proposals provided they come up from the District Board itself. If 
the members of the District Board were to approach Government through 
the proper channel, I am sure the matter would receive tin? fullest con- 
sideration. As to the inadequacy of Muhammadan niprcisiiiitation on the 
District Board of Burdwan, I can assure the Hon’ble mover tih .. Government 
have taken notice of that fact already, and 1 believe a remedy is under con- 
sideration such as may be possible un<ler present circumstances. Moreover, 
the thing is not as easy as it appears on the surfacti. In giving any increase 
in the number of members of District Boards, w<' shall liave to take into 
consideration the different Local Boards in the district. We shall have to 
consider how the seats are going tp be distributed, and these things cannot be 
done until we have the reporta:c ^ | prj ocal officers on the subject, and I would, 
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therefore, request the Hon’ble mover of this resolution that if he could get 
his District Board to come up wilh its proposal for an increase, I am sure 
it will receive the careful consideration of Government/' 



The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

“ My lord, 1 shall only express my thanks to the Hon'ble the Mafcaraja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan for his assurance that if representations are 
made to Government by the District Board, they will receive careful consi- 
deration at their hands. 1 could not certainly expect more than this. I will 
lay this before the irunnhers of the District Board and I am sure they will 
do the needful. 

Reference has beciii made to Muhammadan representatives in the Board. 
I do not like to speak al*out this, but as the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja 
Hadadur, fortunately for me, is familiar with all the affairs of Burdwan, 
especially tlie Muhamma<]an qu(3Stion, 1 beg to submit for his consideration, 
that the Muhammadan gentleman came to be appointed by the District 
Magistrate at the reemmmendai ion of the Muhammadan Association, who chose 
him at one of their special meetings in which we were not called for reasons 
whicli we do not know. This gentleman does not live in Burdwan but lives 
in his father-in-law’s house in another district as a ghar-jarnm^ which, by the 
way, is a very humiliating position for an Indian. With these words, my 
lord, I beg leave to withdraw this resolution and 1 liope when the District 
Board of Burdwan comes up witfi their representation Government will do 
the needful. ” 

The resolution was then, by leaver of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 14. 

The llon’ble Babu Akuil Chandka Datta moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps he^ taken 
to safeguard the interests of the growers of jute in Bengal and to ensure 
an equitable a])portionment of profit between the jute mills and the jute 
growers. 

He said : — 

“ My lord, a word about the wording of the resolution. The wording 
of the second portion of th(‘ resolution is not quite happy. I did not mean 
to say or suggest that the profits that are now being made in jute mills 
should be shared with the growers. 1 did not mean anything like this. 
All that 1 meant to suggest is that steps may be taken which would 
ensure the growers a fair price for his jute. That is all that this resolution 
seeks to recommend. 

Bengal is the only jute-growing country in the world. She supplies 
raw jute and jute manufactures to the whole world. She sends gunny- 
hags and cloth to the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, Australasia, 
France, Portugal, Russia, Italy, Roumanio, Greece, Chili and Peru, Cuba, 
Hayti, Argentina, Canada, Java, Natal, fjape Colony, Egypt, East Africa, 
Transvaal, Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Mauritius, West Indies, Hong Kong, 
Porto Rico, the Sandwich Islands, the Philippines, Ceylon, Japan, and 
Madagascar, the Straits Settlements, China, Formosa, Siam, the Philippine 
Islands, and Dutch Bwneo^ b€4ides Madras, Karachi, Bombay, 
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l\>ndi(^hery. the Punjab, tlie I'niitnl Provinees, aiul (»ther Provinees in India. 
Some idea about the extent and tnajjnitude of tht^jute tradt* may be fornunl 
from tlie fac*? t hat it- ri‘in*esentH over (K) ]>t*r etuit. of (\al<‘utta s expoi t tradt\ 
Nature has given htu* a inonoj>oly of jutt‘. It. is a c'ommodity whieh is not 
only useful but. is indis|xuisable f<^)r various branches of trade ami eommerei' 
without whieh the world cannot gt't on now. In fai‘t the eornsaek and bags 
of other (h^scriptions for lK)lding various kinds of grain is now looked uj>on 
by the (dvilisetl w(»rld as a ])riim‘ mn'essity of life. A position ol grt'attu 
advantage cannot thertdore be eoneeivt‘d. In ordinary course tin' jtite 
growers of Ihmgal should bt> in a position t») dietatt' tlndi" terms to all t.lu' 
customers hailing from tht' dilhotuit parf>«’ of tin* world, frtun (Mdna to Peru, 
liut. in s])it(' of this uni<|m' advantagi* of her ]>osition tin* poor cultivators 
cannot, kct^]) tlndr In^atls abovt' dtdit.s. In normal tinu‘s t In* eondit ions t »f 
cultivators is anything but, what it should bi*. ddie demand lor juto and 
jute manufact ures has. howt*V4*r, increast^d Ix^yond all measure during t he war. 
If the jutt‘ growers and the jute manufacturers slnadd prospm* at any lime 
that tilin' should be this. As a matl.t'r of fact the jut(* mills of Peiigal 
havt* enjoyi'd unparalh'led ])rosp(‘rity t‘Vrn sinct* 1 he out bi*t‘ak of tin' war. 
ddie in*otits tlu*y havi' Ik'imi making an* sim])ly fabulous. advance in 

the gunny trach* has btu*n substantial and enormous, tin* expansion being 
both in volunn* and valium Tin* (^)llect.or of (histoms, Calcutta, descrilM*H the 
j)rosperity <>f the mills in his re)>ort on lln* marit.inn* trade of Peiigal for the 
<>lhcial yt*ar 19N)-17 in tdu'Si* glowing terms : — 

‘ K(*f(‘n‘nc(* has aln^ady b(H‘n nunh* to their jno.^j^Tihj for 

nine months (>f 1 In^ yoar uinh*!’ rcN'iew’. At tin* (*losc <>l P,Mr> their j>r<>lit, 
for that year (►f Ks. 1*4 crores, was consid(*rrd a ma r\'ellouf^ly good 
aggrt*gal(', but what is this companul with tin* Ks. h’P.t cror(‘s ol protit with 
which 19l() has b(*t*n creditt*il ? 

W'e tako the following from tin* Imlntn I hull/ ol a n*c(‘nt date . 

‘ ddie ( jlourip(‘r(' mill has j»aid Ks. IbO j)er slian* for the hrdbyeai- ainl 
kOrt; (floster eighty rup(*es p<*i’ sluire lor the same |)eriod ainl Kinnis<ni has 
paid Ks. jK*r shaii*. ( Jon ri])on' has 1,255 looms, Fort l,250and Kin- 

nison 1,221. (iouripore is now under the Mackinnoii gioiij), whi(!h is said, in 
the bazai*, to have gone bull ami surpassed all tin* r«*st in moin-y making and 
t/ir hiilliui mill rrsnlts <tr(‘ much tnlL'e<l uhout. Kiidge-Kiidgo has made alnuit 
22 lakh s for 7S2 looms, wlimh seems to work out <is tjiKKi (ts (tnj/ results juthltsh- 
Vil hitherto Albitui is said to havt* m.'nle 15 or I I lakhs on 5 10 hn^ms, which 
IS euvn better. 


It is not mcrtdy tin' aggregate profits which ha vt* <-r(*at (*< I sindi a flutter in 
tht* mercantile world but the price has also risen very remarkably. Tin* 
price of bags has risen Irom about Ks. Hi t.o about. Ks. /»2 pei 100 bales. I he 
‘ inom'y and mark(*ts’ column of the nevvs]>a|)ers has b(*co,ne an ( xlrmnely 
interesting study and shows how the price of jute* shares are rising by h aps 
and bounds, tin* pricu* of shanks in some mills having rlsmi to about Ifs. Hf)0 
ddiese are tin* bh*ssings of the war so iar xis the jut-e manulactai r(*s and tin* 
r)ut(* manufa<*t urei’s are concerne<l. It is a fuinhamental j rincij)le n< >t onl\ of 
politiciil c(;onomy but also of common s('ns(^ that- tin* i^riei* of raw jute should 
rise and fall in a ctn*tain ratio with the rise and bill in the price of tin* jute. 
manufac>t u res. A gunny bag is madi^ of rxiNv jute. lln* price* ol rxiw jute 
must t InuaTore rise as a mafte*!’ ol (^eHirsc with the rise* in tin* |>ij(m* <»f gunny 
bags. It is difficult to conceive the price ()f ])addy (Misp falling when the 
pric(* of rice is rising. The last four yiaars slnaihl. then (Tore, hava? 

betm an except ionally gofnl tiim* for tln^ jut(* growers of Pn*ngal. But, my 
l(jrd, ours is a land'of surpriH(*s wdnua* the most unexp(n*l.ed alwxiys ha])i)(ms. 
For nothing is more uncontroversial tc^day Julian tin* lact that the ]>ric«* of raw 
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jut(? han fallen Himultaneously with the rine in the price of jute manufactures. 
The cultivators of Heni^al must Ix^ an extn^mely ill-fated people and by an 
irony of falt^, the war, which has brought plent}^ for the manufacturers, has 
reduced th(^ growers to a most abject condition of utter htdplessness and misery. 
The god of war has come witJj gifts in his two liands, bringing in his right 
iiand ])henoinenal prosperity for the manufacturers and abject misery in his 
left for the growers. TJn^ fall of the price of raw jute with the rise in the 
]>ri(M‘ of jul(5 inanufactuies is an economic ph(;nonienon which it is ilitticult 
to ap|>reciate. My lord, t luuc must be something radicall}" wrong somewhere 
in th(i macliinery of jute tradt‘, whi(di alone must Ix^ responsible for this 
tX!onoini(! anomaly and absurdity. The peer (Uilt ivators of IJengal appeal to 
Your Exfx^lJency to find out, the i)lague-spot and to take* such Hte])s as will 
secur(^ to them the fruits of tlnur labour. 


A trui^ diagnosis must ])reC(Hle a prescu'iption of nunedy. d'he question 
th(^refore aris(‘s what is the root caiist* of this great anomaly ? ‘ ddie great 

Hcar(nty of tonnage,’ ‘ the finamnal difii(;ulti(*s in (‘xchange, ’ * the continued 
non-pait,ici[)ation of tin* (Cent ral po^vau's ’ in the trach* — t ht*se are some of 
the circumstan(u‘s whicdi are said tt) have* contributed to tln‘ fall in the prict3 
of raw juti*. Thi! dilKculty of tonnage cannot lx; altogether overlooked. lint 
at the sanu^ tim(‘ wt* cannot shut our t‘yes to tlie fact that gunny bags and 
cloth are Ixung ince ssantly (^xt)ort(‘d and that the tonnage difficulty has neveu* 
Ixxm allowtxl so lar to stand in tin* way of such ex])ort. So far as tlu' tonnagt* 
quc'Stion g(R‘s it doi'S not mat ter very mindi whetln r what is exporttxl is 
pucca bale or jute manufaci urt‘s. 1 am infoi jned that Vi*ry re(‘ently the 
(iov(*rnm(‘nt has allowed soim* pucca l)alers to expoit jut(' to nxxi the 
i*(‘(|uircun(ujt,s of l)undee mills. This (‘Xplanation th(‘r(dore d(K*s not go fai 
enough. W hat- is t rue of t In^ tonnagt* difficulty is also similarly trut' of the 
difficulty in ex(diang(\ This difficulty has n('V(‘r ])revt‘ntt*d tin* (Jovernment 
of India fi*om stmding gunny bags and cloth from t in* local mills to Kussia 
Kranc(s Australasia, l\*ru an<l other (!()untri(*s. 


ddn* true (‘Xt)lanation must Ix^ sought elsewhere. Jt a)>jM*ars to me that 
the absence of all (U)mpet it ion , both foreign and local, istln^ plague-sj)()t. in the 
syst-em of tin' jut (* t i*ad(‘ at I he j)]*es(‘nt monnmt. (jomj x*! it ion amongst, the 
cMist-oiners (‘nsun*s a fan- pri(*e to tin* growers, as inonojioly of jiuiarhasi*, direct 
or indire-ct, is disastrous to their intert*sts. Hefoix* the wai’ there was a com- 
[x^tition amongst all tin* countrn*s to wlinrh jutx* was exported. Export has 
of coiirst* bt*en stopjied to t host* countriiis who are at war with tin* Hrilish 
Empiia*, and nobody (*an complain of this. Tln*se count rites must be ruled tnil 
of t In* marked . Mut th(‘i-t‘ has bt*t*n a persistt*nt tendency to prohibit- export 
of jutt' to ot ln‘r count ri(*s also. On tht' 7th March 1917, (*xi ort.s of raw jute 
wert* ])rohibitt'd t*vt*n to tin' United Kingdom, the (lovernment taking ])osses- 
sion of all jute* then in transit. Tin* t*xport was also disctxiraged by the 
t*nhanc(‘mt*nt of dulit*s On the 1st March 1917, the export dutit^s were 
doubled, only the war bags and cloth bt'ing t*xompted, and (*onsideratit)n being 
also slnnvn to bac'k commitments. These restrictions no doubt undermine 
vt'i y (‘onsiderably tin* wholesome compet it ion which guaranteed a fair price 
to tin* growers bt'fon* tin* war. Hut the .greatest blow u])on tin* competition 
was giv(*n by tin* spe(*ial contract whi(*h has lx*en i‘ntt*red into hy the Govern- 
ment of India with the bnial mills and under which the latter suj)pl 3 ^ gunny 
bags and gunny cloth to nn*et the military requirements not only of the 
British Kmi)ir(* but also of all the allied armies. Quarterly agreements were 
come to bet vvet*n the local mills and tin? Honn Government, the necessarj’^ 
supplies being contracted for in tin* first instance as from the 1st October 
1 915, at soniet long under current market rates. Under these arrangements 
no less than 297 million bags and 85 million yards of cloth were supplied in 
u7uler fhf order of the British Government, to the United Kingdom, 
Ilussia and France. In 1916-1 ?* tlie quantities despatched were 385 million 
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bags and 185 million yards ol clotli. Of tlio bags, 807 million wont to tho 
Unilod Kingdom, 85 million to Russia and 25 million lo Kranoi*. "Fho Unilod 
Kingdom also took 81 million anti Francu' 51 million yards of cloth. Rut for 
tliis contract, these countries wtnihl have piirchastMl raw jute from liengal. 
The rt^aiilt would have l»ecn a two-fold comiu't it ion bi twct n tln sc (aninl ries 
themselves ami eompetitiotj between theun and tlu' loc-al mills. 'Fliis arrangt^- 
ment while shutting Russia, France and other allied countries ol! lhi‘ ojhui 
market, gives the mills practical monopoly of all business with t hose countries, 
HO far as their military requirements go. Thus by one st roke of the. pen the 
growers and di’alers of Bengal are made to bid gotnl-byt' to t htdr lixporting 
customers and the only j)urchasers left to them an^ the local mill owners, win) 
of course take full advantage of this unique position <ind eompt'l the growers 
and dealers to accept any t-i^rms which tht‘y may be j>leasi»d to oirm*. The 
imivdtablt^ and disastrous result of this arrangtonent is now well known. It 
is abnormally low price of raw jule and abnormally high i>ric(^ of jute* 
manufactures. Th<.»se who grow the- jute an^ starvtHl. It does not. fet(di 
tlu'in (‘iiough food to ket‘p thtdr body and soul toget.hin* and enough raimmit 
to covt'r tluiir shame. So in spite of the im;reasi‘d and imn't^asing dtunaml f(>r 
jute and jute goods caused by tht* war, t-ln'. lot of t hose win* grow tlnun is not 
only not iin))rovGil, but has diit.mdorat e<l vtny great ly. Idn* toiling massc^s 
ar(' (h'prived (»f their nsnsid of food only to (mri<di a f(‘W capital ist.s. What 
is loss to the growt'.rs is gain to tin* manufacturers. Tin* loss on the ])art of 
tdu' cultivators is loss of the bari'st maa'ssarit's of life — It is lit. ('rally a loss of 
1o(k1 and raiment The gain on t.lu' part oi tlit* capitalists is addition of 
wealth which has bei'ii so happdy (h'seribed by the (%)llt‘ct.or of (histoms as 
‘‘stupendous prosperity” and whi<*h ac<*ording to j ln^ hidini IhtHif Svios 
is now so much talkml about,. My lord, this cam only b»‘ justHied by the 
doctrine of the maximum of good for t.lh' minimum of piopli'. 

I sliall quot (^ lu'ri' t lu' V(*rdict <»f a most disinl ert'st imI and d ispassionat r' 
c*ritic. Mr. R. B. R('('s, nuMidun* of t Im^ Victoria Lc'.gislat i \'e ( 'on ncl I , Aust ralia, 
lias said only t he ot la'r day : — 


‘ Wlum tho war broke out, tin' jut.(' t,ra<le of (Calcutta got, into tln^ hands 
of t.he mill owners, the balers and the H])(‘(mlat.ors of the ba/iUr and st-fwk 
(‘xchange. Ib'ing fr(‘e from foieign conqx't it ion t.liis combination prcssc'd 
down the raiyat- (gi'owi'rs of jute) until the ]>i*ie(* paid l,o the grow(*r is betow 
pre-war prict's, and only on n pai’ with what, tin' grower got years ago, 

yet tin', jirieu*. of t.ln hnisInMl artich*. In'ssians, i will, etc., is more' tdian deaible 
the priced before' the' war.’ 


It is (uu-tainly inte.re'.st.ing to kinew why on e arth the' Ib itish ( 1 ovcriinnui t 
goes out e)f its way and (mte*rs into a e ont raet with the heeal mills e>n 
behalf of all the*, allieed peiwe rs V Why not allow France, and ot.ln'r allie'd 
count rie's to carry tln'ir own ele-alings wit h t lm de*alcrs and bah'rs and mill 
e^ivvne'rs of Bengal unham|>e*re'el by any actiein e>l the*, (jove'rnment i Why not. 
allow them to eh'al with each either at arm’s h'ligtli ? Why not. allow t In' 
growers to reaf) the full bemedit e^if e'eimjx tit if ni anningst all t in* cusf omers 
VV liy iiite*rfe re' with the*ir traeb' ? Why not allow the greiwers t,o take* the' full 
advantage eif the' unique position which they Inilel in the world with respect i<, 
jute, siibje'ct to only such restrictions as may be in ta ssary tei be' iirqiosc'el on 
(jcrmany aiiel her colh'agnes ? Why de»€is the* Govornnn nl take' up th<i agency 
of so many cnstorne'rs ? "idn'Se <art.‘ (|ue*Htions whieth are; brnind to occur even to 
the most sufx'rficial observer. My lord, I elri not proprise, to giv(' my own 
opinion ; 1 shall only place before this (Jeiuncil the v(*rsion which the (Jolleclor 
of Customs has plac(*d before* the; worhl on be*liaH ol the Coverninent. ‘The 
princii 1(*,’ wc are tedd, ‘underlying tin* arrangemn'iits made was dirc'ct 
negotiations between tlic represc'iitatives of tin* P>ritish Ceivernrncmt and the 
mills to secure favourable rates, not only for tln'ir own military requirements, 
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1)111, also tlioso of the allied armies.’ So I, ho objoci of this eontrael pro- 
fessedly was to seeure favourable rates not only to the United Kingdom but 
also to all lh(' allied countries, and let us hope that they hav(‘- all benefited 
by tlu^ ermt rael. That the arrangement secured favourable rates also to the 
oIIko’ party to contract is also admitted, because the mill owners are 
getting doubb^ tlie price by virtue f)f this contract. The contract must 
therefore be a very merciful contract, for it has blessed those who give t he 
[»ags and eJoth and those who take them. But has the contract bt^en unkind 
to anybody ? TIk' exprciSsion ‘ favourable rate ’ carries with it a necessary 
irnplic'ation tiiat thfon* is some other party to which the rate was not favour- 
able and was not, inti*nde<l to \tr. favourable. Now who is that third party as 
against whom the parties to thc^ contract weno much on the ah‘rt and as 
against whom th('y wanted to secure a favourable rate? Is he the f)oor 
grf)Wf‘,r? ('an he possibly b(‘ the grower whose destiny th(‘ [)rovideiua‘ has 
plac(‘.d in t,h(' hands of tln^ British Gov(‘rnment and whose, interest it is t he 
duty of the. Government to })rotect ? Who <‘ls(‘ can be that party? Is hr, 
not the oidy otlno* i)arty eoricerned ? At all (!vents we know that (‘V(‘r since 
that memorable eoniract th(‘ firicai of raw jut(' is falling simultaneously with 
the rise in the ])rice of the bag and (4oth. 


Now b‘t us ei’ilically examine for one inoneiit the precise situalion of tin* 
growers. 1’h(^ abovaumuit ioned (cont ract ]jas resulted in a combinat .'(ui of all 
I he allied countries including the British Kmpii(\ Then t here, is a furtlu'r 
combination of all t,hc‘ local mills. ddi(‘y have got the mill owuiei's’ association 
and act always in (ioneert to ktu'p dowm tin* ])rice of ]-a\v jiiU^s ; om* of the 
(h'vict^s adopt (m 1 is that by an arrangement betwei'ii t hmiisel ves jiot inoia' than 
OIK* or two mills go to the mark(*t at, tlu' same tiim*. d'here is thus no eoin- 
pi'tition for('igu or local, ddn* usual comp(‘tition bi'twt'en the ba!ei‘s and the 
mill owmers is also non-existent, for the* balers hav(‘ no foreign ciist,oni(‘rs and 
must surri'udei' t,o the local mill owmn-s. 4'he comjX'tition bel w’eini Kuropt'an 
and Indian (h'ahnvs is also mad(' im])ossible owing to the prehn-eiitial tr(*atment 
the Kuropean (healers systematically rect*ivt‘, from the mills. Git^at as the 
evils of th(^S(' combinations wcu'c^ bebuam lu' war, tlu'y have been muliij)li(*d 
by the stoj^jiage of cx[K)rt and the monopoly which the mills ])raclically 
(mjoy und('r the contract, with tlu^ Govt‘rnm(’nt. 4'l]i‘r(‘ is thus a world wide 
conspiracy against t in* poor grow'ers. It is conspiracy of millionaires against 
tin' most destituti' of pi'ople. It. is a most um‘(jual figlit. It is a tight Ix't wt^en 
the, strong and weak. It is a tight, b('twa*on tin' most edintattui pt*of>]e on one 
side ami most, ignorant cultivators on the other. It is a fight betw(‘en shrt'W'd 
business ])i*()ple on (aic side and simple villagt' folks on the other. It is a 
light bi'twanm peoj^h' ever vigilant, and ]!Cople wdio do not know their own 
position and sti’ength. It is a fight betwn't'ii (!a[)italist s wdio run wait 
indtdinitely and ]>c'oph' who have no staying powan- and find tln'inselves 
cr)!n})elled to surrender to any pric<‘, in order to avoid starvation. It is a fight 
bet ween peo])le wdio have got their guilds and associations and jx'oph' wdio 
have not only not got any sucdi asso(*iations but w ho hav(' not ('Ven got tin 
capacity t o form guilds ami associations. It is a fight btU ween t wa) sets of 
p(»ople, one S(d exploit ing upon the ignorama' of the other set. It is a fight 
in which the' Government is not. an idle and indiflerent spectator but is 
admitteally an active j)articipator. Tlu' mill owners are purchasers and th(' 
gtowa-rs are' se'lleMS. Se) there is a conflict of interest between these' two) 
])ai t i(\s and in this ecemomic fight, the^ Government have lent their powerful 
su]>port to the stronger parly. The Government have always placed their 
I'oundh'ss reseuirces at the disposal of tlie stronger party. What is a 
ineliminary jute^ fore cast but a census taken of the area wdiich is likely to be 
umhr jute^ cultivation in the m‘Xt season only to help the mill ow’ners with 
such accLirali* information as will enable them to fight the growers to their 
best advantage? Was not the system of final forecast of jute crops 
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introducoil for t ht'iioHt and at I ho iiisi anco of t-lii' mill o\vnor^' of 
and llundoo ^ d h<‘so statist ics aia* colltH’l-cMl l>y t lu* tiovcninnmt machinery 
maintained ;il tln^ cost df th(> pt'oph^ <aily to he used hy the mill owmn's hotli 
here and abroad ajramst tht* cfrowm* of jute in re^ulalin^ tlu'ir oiler of price 
and the volume of purchast^ t ht‘y should make at any ]Kirlicular t.inn'. 

My lord, the d\'Xtilt' (aimmitt.ee in Kn^land lias only tin' other day 
r(‘Commended that advant-a^t* should he laktm of India’s mono|>oly of prcnliK^- 
tion of .iiKe to sah'^uard for Britain ami Inr Ailio'^ supplii's i»f jute and 
advised imposition of export duly on shipmeait of raw jute from India to all 
destinations with total n'hate of duty in faviuir of tln> Brit ish fhn]>ire. total 
and graduated radiates in favour of the Allies, and ^ra<luated j^ hatt's in 
favour of ni'utral c*ounlries otfenn^ rtu*apro(‘al (‘onciissions. rheinitnest of 
the g’rowers is of course' an irri'levant talk and was in'vm* tak('n into considtT- 
ation in forniiilat in^ t hese, ri'caimmendat ions. 

ddu'se are soim^ of t lie ^rit'vances of the growers of juta‘ which I ieid it 
my <luty to plants hedoro ^’our Kxcellency. ddu' six'cifu* r(‘C-onmiendat ion wlin h 
I vi*ntiUr(^ to niak<‘ for Your Kxci'llency’s a(M“ej)tance is t in- fixing of prici* ol 
raw jute and tln^ appoint.inent. of a ,jutt' contiolh-i* for t in' purposi' umh-r t In- 
]n'ovisions of the Dch-nco of Imiia Act. d'liis may he- oppiisixl hy ini en-st-t-d 
parl ies on t!u‘ filausihle, ground of intt'.rferen<‘e wit h frei- t I'adi*. But I am 
ph'aelinpf for t he- a])poinl.nuuit of a Cont roller not as a ]H‘nnanenl, ollici-, hut only 
as a war-nieasur(^ to de',al with a (X'rtain situation hrou;LJrlil int-o existence hy 
the> war. ddien- is certainly no less m-ce-ssity for retCtilat in^^ the i»rice, «d jut*- 
than th(*ri' is for re'^ulat.in^ tin' prici' of coal, cotton and numerous otln'r 
commodit,i<>s. I shall V('nture', my lord, to put my c-ast- on a lii'^jlnu- ^.^ronnd. 
ddi('. hnv pri(x' of jute h(‘in^ to a C(utain t'xlent t he imnnMiiat.e and inevit.ahle 
(dfec’t of t he' iiit ('rvi-nt.ion <d* t he (lovi-rnmcnt , it. is only fair t o t he ^rowm s 
that the ( j oV(^rn meiit shouhl adopt, measures to safe^'iiard tin'ir intt-resl. Is 
it fair that tdu' ))oor cultivat.ors of Ih-n^al shouhl lx- sacrilici'd to se,ciii’e 
favourahlo raters to the rich pi'ople*, of distant. (X)unt,ri(*s in Kuropt-? d'ln- 
(dovernnimit is not a jirivati' cust.onu'.r of the* mill owm-i.s. It has a duty to 
the growers more' Imperative', and more- sacrexl t,han t.ln-y havt-, to the inliahi- 
t-ants of Framx' and Russia, who aie ce-rtainly ahh- t.o jn*ot.(-<-,t. tln',ir own 
int e',re*,sts and do not stand in m^e- 1 of the ediivalrous assistanct' of I he 
Brit ish (jJoveMainK-nt . ddiat, duty reejuire^s t hat, a rc-asonahle jn ice should ho 
emsurtul to the jute^ growers. When settling th(' prie'e- of jiile manufactu reis 
as he't wce-n t in' ( 1 o\'e'riiiiieiit and milh^, the fonnci* sln)uld,as a pait, ami pare-cl 
of the- sain<-, e-ontract, insist upon the*, lixation of the jirico as hot wceui tin*, mills 
and ^rowe-rs t hrou^^h t he dealeu’s and hale-ia# ^ 


In t hej lonp^ run, the-, low ]>ricei of raw jut.c-. cannot of any advuinta^c, to 
the mill owmu*s mther he-a*e or e-lse*. winuc. It is an (%st.ahl isln-d fa<*t. that, the- 
are-a of jute3 cultivation varies almost from year t,o year with t in' pric(!, not of 
jiit.f’ manufactun-s, hut e»f raw jute-.. The* A(lmin ist, ration R‘*port of Idlfe-lh 
says that markexi fe;at,ure- of that year was a ge neral dc,creasf; in are-a which 
was at.trihiitahle*, t.o t.lni fall in jute-, pi ic.es aft e-.r the oul.hieak e>f the war. VVln*n 
the price- falls tin- a?-ea ele-e-re^ase^s as a mat.te'.r of courses Altliou^^h Bentral 
is the^ only jute |)ro luciiif^ country in the, wfirld, t he- reverse is rmt true- *and 
Be-n^i^al is not jute- proeluedn^T^ only, ddie? jute> tielels are- paddy fie-hls to hoot.. 
When tin* prie-c of jute^ falls, the eailtivator at eincx* n^plaeejs the-, jute* hy 
paddy, Tln^ jute^ field of this season l>ecomes the) jiaddy held of the next. 
So if the' pie'sent low price) Continuers, the juie cultivatiren will he jrivejn up and 
the cultivators will fall hack uj>on the*, paddy. This is a prosf>cct wliich the) 
mill owners cannr)t possihly conteirif >late with iinl i(leremce). You may exploit 
upon the i^^neirance of the cultivators as Rin^ as they ^row jute hut you can- 
not force them tf) ^^row it whe-n e-vejiitually thejy g’ive it up as unprofitahle. 
The mills on the two sielcs of the Bhagirathi are there hccauso the eultivaiors 
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grow jute. Tiieir very oxiRtenco and oceupation depends iip()ii the /growth of 
jute. Firnt jute, then jute irianufacf urers. So an attitude of sympathy and 
HoIicitu<le for th(i fcrovvers is the best policy in the loiijGf run for all those who 
are inleresled in the jutf^ trade. V\>u may or may not care for the Bengal 
cultivators, hut your buhiness instinct and your love of dividend should dictate 
nothing l»ut Hymf>athy and eonsiderai ion for tliem. There is after all a 
common platform upon whi(di the growers and ma?iufactui crs must eventually 
stand if the outsid(i world care at all for jute and tlic jute trade.” 


"File Hon’bb; Mu. (Jommfng said : — 

‘‘Sir, th(‘< r('solution of the lirm’ble Member seekt to mitigate the 
disparity b(‘t\^(*(‘n the prita*. which the prorliu^cu* in the jutt‘ growing districts 
receives from th(‘ lowt^st grade of middlemen for the raw jute and the price 
which the manufacturer in India has b(!en retudving for the uianufactured 
article. In j>ointing ()Ut this disparity, th<‘. Hon’blo mover has intrcKluced a 
goexi deal of prejudice into tlnwliscussion, although in the beginning of his 
sf)e(^cli h(‘ indicated that he- did not wisli that t lie mills sliould give up part 
ol their profits to th(‘. cultivators ; but in (dlect that was after all the solution 
lor which he ask(‘(l. Jlt^. has (wide.ntly given considerable thought to tln^ 
subj(‘ct, and his sju'ech indicates his vi(‘w tliat there must be something 
radically wrong in the niatter of the jute trade. The disparity is well 
known, and all I can say is that th(‘, economics of tlui jute t rade are by no 
nu'ans so simjile as some of the critics would suggest. Idle inequality bet- 
ween the jirotits is not du<‘ to any special defects on the part of the cultivator 
nor diU‘- to any unusual degrcai of skill, industry or (‘uterprisc; on the part of 
the manufatd.unu’. 1 jiropose to (>xplain to the (Jcuincil that tin; inequality 
is du(^ to cause's ov(‘r which neither the cultivators nor the manulacturers 
liavi^ control. In doing so, howt^ver, it is hardly necessary for me t(i 
einf>hasiz(^ the fact tliat it requin^s no (exhortation on th(‘ part of the Hon’bh'. 
Member to re<]U(*st (Mivornment to safeguard th<' interests of t-lu' culti- 
vating classes. Ciovernment did intervem* with states help in 1914 ; and as 
pointed out by im^ in this Council in conncKd-ion with a similar resolution on 
the 19th ])ec(Uid)er 1 9 1 7, (lovc^nment hav(^ anxiously scaniuMl the horizon 
for dangm- signals. Covc'rnment hav('. th(^ inten^sts of the cultivating classes 
and of the jute cultivators as mucli at lu'art as those of any ollu'r (dasst's of 
His Majt'sty s subj(‘(‘^s, but th(*re an* limits to efle(;tive intervention by 
Government and I shall ('xplain that the remedies that the Hon’bb' Member 
suggests, although attractive', will be inefi'i'ctivi! to attain the remedy which 
he desires. 


L('t us (‘onsid('r, in tln^ first place, iIk* conditions which led to the low 
price of jute, in tin*, jute year 1917-18. I must ask the indulgence of the 
(haineil wliih' 1 placi* sonu* statistical n*sults bi'fore tin* Hon ble Members. 
Now tin' price, which the cultivating raiyat rc'ci’ives, is a function of three* 
variabb's, thi' outturn, tin* quality and the demand. From 1910 to 1914. 
tln^re was a sti^ady increase in the outturn which was syiudironous with an 
increas(* in the a(u-eage ; during tlu* sanu' perifnl, tluTc was a corresponding 
increase in tin' price paid for the raw jute by the manufacturer. The apex of 
that curve was reacln'd in the beginning of 1914, when the (uiltivator rc^aped 
the benefit of tlu'se conditions by g(>tting the high average of Rs. 10 to 11 
per maund for ihe 1913 crop. Then (^ame 1911, when the difficulty of export, 
owing to reduced tonnage caustnl by the military requirements of the Empire 
on the outbreak of war, reduced the average price to Rs. 4 to 5 per maund at 
the raiyat’s door. The raiyat, thereupon, used his natural weapon to re- 
adjust the conditions, and reduced his acreage from three and one-third 
million acres in 1914 to twoand one-third million acres in 1915. In that year 
1915, there was a revival in the export of raw jute and a considerable 
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increase in the exjwt of inanufaetureJ jute ; ho the reduced crop with the 
increased demand hrou^ht up the averasjfi* pri«*e at the raiyat’s door to about 
Rs. 7 per maund. 

• It is from 1915 tliat one must seek to undiu*sfand t rt^ason for t lit* 
abnormal eondii ions which have sinct* t»l»taintHl. Sinct^ 1915 tin* t‘>c]>ort of 
manufactured jutt‘ lias nunained fairly hiirh and constant. On tin* t)t litu* 
hand, from 19 IG till tlic' ))r(*sent, t in* export of raw jut t‘ has falhui in 1 lu' 
most remarkable fashitui. l)urin)tr tin* last yt*ar, 1917-lS, tlu* tsxport of raw 
jute was leas than a half of what. it. liad Ixuui in the pit*- war period ; and 
indet^d it was the k)Wt*st i‘Xj)ort on re<‘ord ftir the last. 4(1 yt^ars. In tin* yi‘ar 
before tlie war, tin* ju*oportion ol the crop (‘Xjn)rtt*d in tin* raw statt^ was 
more t han half ; the j>roj>ortion has irradually fallen t ill last year wlum it 
was less than one-lifth. Idio cultivators, however, proet'tHhnl to sow mon* 
jute in tln^ two years 191G and 1917, aft.er they had recovmvd from tin* 
slnKik of 1914. ddie corrt‘Spoiidin^:>' iiunease in tin* out t urn of 19 IG ^avi* 
them a hiixh a\H*ra^e pri(a* at t heir own door. iiann‘ly. Rs. S to 9 jH*r niauinl. 
llmioe, for 1917, we havt* the (‘onditioiis which would iioriiially t.(*mpt the 
(Milti valors to (rontinut^ to iii(*rt‘ase their acuea^e. whicdi actually did happen ; 
and with the incieastnl acreap^t) the outturn of 1917 incr(‘ased to the vii iiiity 
of 90 laklis of bal(‘s. 

Let us tin*!! consider tin* conditions in 1917. A hip^Ii demainl for t In^ 
manufa(‘t II red artic^h* t,o^i*tlnu* wit h a ^ood local pri(*t* had increased t in* 
acreapft* with the proportionate incrt‘ase of outturn ; and y(‘t tin* averap^i^ jirice 
at the door of the raiyat. fell t<> Rs. 5 j)i*r niauinl. ddie explanation is, 
howt^vtu’, simph*. Owinpf t.o tlie fall in tin* t*xport of raw jut(*, tin* only 
efft*ctivt‘ compi*t/ition for tin* raiyat s })r(Kluc(* was from tin* hK-al manufac!- 
turers. Tin* mills not only boupcht tln'ir normal nspi in‘m(*nts, but. tln^y 
boup^ht larpft*ly in (‘xc^ess of their imnn*diat.«* i*t*(iu ir(*m(*nt s t«> the utmost, 
(capacity of storiuL'* accommodation of whicdi t.ln'y (suild ^et, hold. ddiey not 
only lilled tln*ii' own pfolowns, but they lilhnl hired p,(>levvnH with ])ur<*haseil 
jute, d^wo facts, in this conne(*tion, must not Ix^ overlook(*il : l^'irst., that 
tin* enormous <l(*creaso in the (*xportal ion of i*aw jut<t hdt t in* market. Hooded 
with jut (5 for hKail piua^hase, ami that- naturally de]>n*sHed t In^ ])ric 4 \ Further- 
more, had not tin* mills puiadiased very much mo!(^ than tin ir immediat.t* 
reciuiremeuts, the ])ri(a* would have b(‘en still further depr(*sK(‘.d to the 
disad vant ap^e of tin* raiyat s. ddn* impoi t s fiom all souicx's in t(» ( lalcut.t a U]) 
to date, of tin* 1917 cro]) liave be«*n in exctess of t In^ imports (d the I9IG ciop 
for a cori*esj)ondinpr periorl. It is also tin* fact t Inat the jute manufacturers 
realised that tln^rt* was a danpr<*r ]Knnt beyond whicdj t in* prices muKt mil. b(^ 
deprt'Ssed, as that would nu^an further n^strictjon in ari^a ; ami it. was t.o 
their interest- t.o c*ontinue fn‘(ebuyin^^ to the utmost of tlnur caipamty. Hut, 
nevertheless, thes(.‘ ])archasi*s of raw jutt', lar^t* thoupfh they W(*re, (jould not 
coinpensatir ffjr the failure in the (^xj>ort t,ra<le (►! raw jute which I have 
already indicated, and <lid not cover the whole cro]). Indeed, tin* local (^xjjoits 
of both the manufactured and the unmanulactur<*(i art icle in 191 7-1 H (Xjurdled 
in bulk only two-t.hinls of the croj) liarveHted in tin* rains of 1917 ; whenras 
in t h(} prevuoUH y(\*ir t in? eijuivaleiit in bulk of about nine~t(*nth of tin* whole 
cro]) was sent abroad in a manufactured or unmanufacture.<l shape, and in the 
yeai* before^ that, in 1915-lG, jiractically tin* eciuivalent of the whole croj) was 
exjiorted in some form or otlier It is obvious t hat, the supply of raw jute in 
the country was far in excess of the <lemaml in the I isl yi^ar, 1917-18. 

The next main question is : if tln^rt; is such a supeitluity of cheap raw 
jute, why^ is the price of the manufact urisl ai i icle so hi^<h ? Tln^ answer is 
that there are many factors besides the price of the raw material which det(?r- 
mine the price of the maun factuifMl article. In this conmn;tioii, I should like 
to correct a misapprehension, U) which t*xpression has Ixjen ^iven in the 
press. It is alleged that the high profits, the result of such high prices, 
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Mr. Humming. 


4^4th Julv, 


have la'on made ent of Government. It ih not my intention either to attack 
or <J<d’end tla^ millB rej^^arding their net profits, which, as the Director of 
Statistics has recently pointed oul, have increased from the index of 100 in 
1914 to the iiid(‘X of 570 in 1917. Hut it is not a fact that these great profits 
have l»een made un])at riotically out of Government. J shall revert fo th^^ 
latrn*. 

A rei)ly was given in Maiadi last in the Im])erial Council to a question 
o(‘ the Ilon’MeMr. Surendra Nath Banerji, in which he asked whether the 
attention of (ioverniiKuit had been drawn to the steady rise in the price of 
liessians. Now, the higliest market ))rice of standard hessians has varied, as 
is w<dl known in the jute worhl of Calcutta, lK‘twe(m Ks. 11 and Us. 22 
])vv unit betwcfui 191 I and 1915. There was a slight rist‘ in tlui maximum in 
1910 to Us. 25 and a further ris(‘ in 1917 to Us. 30; whilti in the current year 
a i*at(^ of Us. GO has almost been touched. Several causes have contributed 
to t his result,. 

First, of all, the large fiovernment orders n^strict the open market. Such 
orders have b(*t n absorbing at least a (piarter of the mills’ total out})ut ; and, 
indeed, during tin* (^ai’ly ])ortion of the (‘urrt'ut yc^ar, m^arly half c»f the picduc- 
lion of tie* mills was booked f(»r (Jovernmiuit requircunents. llenc*^" the 
l)alan(;e is insufli(;ient to meet the ordinary tradt* dcunand. 

In th(^ second j)lace, tin* orders from Covfuuiment arriva* with little 
[)rt‘vious noti(*(q and thus e(unpli(^ate the arrangt‘inents for meeting the 
oi'dinaiy t lade demand, inducing theritby acut,(^ com])etition, 

In the third j)lact*, t,ht‘re is the scarcity of fi’eight to carry the manufac*- 
I ur(‘d goods away from the (MMintry. These* causes, togt'llnr with tin* 

dithculti('s of exchaiigt*, have' made* tlu' mark(‘t-rate jum|) uj) and elown like a 
bar(jme*t,e‘r in a cyclone. 

Tee put the* two (‘ase's succiiK'tly, ihe* low ])rice te) the* raiyats is elue* to the 
fact t hat t he^ sup])ly of raw jute is gre*ate‘r than the ehunand, and the high 
price's of the manu fac^turi^el artiede* freaii which the* j)rohts of the* mills ae*crue 
are* t he* rt*sult of the* fact t hat the public demanel lor the* manufact ineel articles, 
a|)ai-t from (jlove*rnme‘nt. e)rde*rs, is much in excess of the* su])])ly. I'he* 

e>ne* causi* opmates to de*|)r(*ss the* price* against the* e‘ult i vat e>r, anel the'othe*]’ 
e*aust^ te) e'lihance* the^ j>i*ice‘ against the* ovt*rse*as purchase*!*. Cn the one* hanel, 
we have* an e'lastie^ comnmelity which responels in eeutput to (diangeis in the 
harve*st prieu* ; on the*ot he*r hanel, we have> a l igiel manufact tiring agency 
which has little r.*silie*ncy owing to the* restriction on the* lle)tation of new 
comjeanie^s and on the* import of machinery. Tlie^ loe>ms in 1918 We*re* only 
one*-fifth more* in 1918 than in 1913 : such an inenvase, howeve*r, was 

iusutlicicnt te> hanelh* the* incrcase*el loael put on the local mills. Ut'cemtly in 
Dunde*!* the* open marke*t was ])aying me)re for bad damaged jute* than the 
Hiilish Gove rnment was paying for goenl soiiixl jute. 

The* H em’bh* me)Ve*r has le*ft his reunoeiy to the* e*xtreme enel of his sj)eech 
anel it was with some elifliculty that I coulel elucielate what that remeely was. 
If Ge)vernme‘nt we*re* te> take* over the* whede* jjite e*rop in the same way, as the 
vvexd clip of Aust ralia and the* whe*at crop e^f the* Arge*ntine Uepublie^ have 

bee*n purchase*d by t he* Imperial Ge)Vernme*nt, it would be nece^ssary te) fix the 
price's te) be* paiel by t he* mills to the> midelle*me*n whe> supply the raw mat(*rial ; 
but that we)ulel not be*nefit the* raiyat unless it were also to i)e elecideel what 
each age'ut , I hiough whose^ hanels the* jute passes, shoiilel receive as a minimum 
prices Aiiyone wheehas the* most elementary knowledge of the jute trade, of 
the number of mieldlemen, through whe)se‘ hands the jute* passt*s, the paikar, 
the* heparin the* aratdur, the baler’s agent and the baler also of the difierent 
grades anel qualities of jute, will realise the difiiculty if not the impe^ssibility 
e)f t*n forcing any provision of iiiinimum prices. It is impossible to enforce co-- 
operation between cultivator and mill e)wner by a stroke of the pen. But 
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apart from that, if the supply be in excess of the demand, it would practically 
be impossible to enforce such orders, because the iuiyer would easily evade 
the order as the cultivator would assist him in doing so. In nny ordinary times, 
when there is a perfectly free market, tlie cult ivator n^ceivt^s 75 ti^80 pei\cent. 
of the Calcutta prices. vSu:»po8e, however, that tlie market lias the proposed 
restriction in the selling price. It seems a simple enough thing to say 
that the bepari is not to pay less than Rs. 7 a maund to thi^ cultivator. But 
suppose a bepari wishes to buy 1(K) maunds, and liiids would-be sellers in a 
village holding 500 maunds. What will the n happen ? How is tin* minimum 
price to be enforced? Then again, the Hou’ble Member wisht*s to interfere in 
the interests of one class ; but if the raw pnKluct were subject to such a control 
in price, in the interests of the producer, would not a request for a maximum 
for coal and lubricating oil be equally logical in thocas<u>f the manufacturer? 
Furthermore, as the mills are well supplied with raw material, they could 
afford to suspend for a time purchases altogether and thus defeat the object 
of the minimum prices. 

The essentijil point for consideration in eonne(itlon with this proposal is 
that the cultivator has the nunedy in his own hands, a remedy wliich In* has 
exercised in the year 191,5, after the slump of 1914, that is to say, he rednctul 
his acreage. 1 am not able to anticipate in this Council tln^ total of tlH> district 
figures whicli are at present being publishcnl, district by distrit*!., of the 
preliminary jute forecast for the present year ; hut t-lnw show whether thn. 
depressed prices of last year havt* or liav^e not canscHi t.hi* raiyats to restrict, 
their cultivation. As I have explained above, it is not in tlu^ intert^sts ol the 
manulacturer that tlu^ acreage should lx* too much restricted. But. wiiat is 
still more important is that the raiyat is not liimscdf insensihle to the lac^t that 
the termination of the hostilities in this terrible war will (create an tdlective 
demand for his prcKluce in the ad vantages of which In* would like to parthhpate. 
If that nMluetion is found to he general, the raiyat is put.ting into action liis 
compensation lov(*r ; but it tin*. av(*rage raiyat doi^s not mat(*rially rtxlnc.e the* 
total area of his crop in th(‘ present year, it will in(‘an that he. is s!,ill prepareil 
to gamble on the chance of getting the advanlagt* wliich lie hopes will 
accnu‘ in accumulating a sufficiinitly large stock to meet the tiim^ when the 
world deinand for j ut<‘ is re-opened for tradt? purposes. 


1 trust I have been able to explain to the (Council why this disparity 
to which the Hon’ble Member has drawn attent pn, does exist. 


The Hon’l)le Member is on good grouml in suggi^sting that there shouhl b<‘ 
a remedy ; but, if his remedy be that the Slate should liavt* taken its share of 
these* abnormal manufacturers’ i)rofits, this wemld not have made the cultivat or 
more prosperous, though it might have afforded him less ground for jealousy. 
While the Government sympathise with him in thinking that the* position 
is hard on the raiyat, neithe^r he* nor I can fight against economic laws. 
The jute cultivator, like oth(*r p(*ople, must take the rough with the HrrK)'jth. 
In the past, in the year 1918, he was getting for some jute 1^. 15 a maund ; 
this gave him an extravagant profit , oi whicli. 1 regret to say, he tor>k very 
little advantage. It is true he spent a gootl deal on food, (dothes and on his 
house ; liut he did not make ])roper use of this prosperity in clearing nfl[ his 
debts or in saving it against the proverbial rainy day. No om^ suggested at 
tliat time that there should be a maximum price. Just ^ the high prieem 
with high cash profits ol 1918 were not an unmixod blessing to the raiyats 
either morally or economically, so it may well be that the low prices may not 
prove altogetner an unmixed evil. 

The real hardship is that this depression in jute prices is co-existent with 
‘^-4he high prices oT clothes wliich the raiyat wishes to buy and the cheap price 
of th| ric^jyhiph wishes to sell. It is a paradox that in a yeaf^tsm which 
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theni was one of the finest rice crops on lecord the cultivator should find it to 
he to his disad vanta/?e. While the cheap price of rice benefits large masses 
of poor people, yet the dear price of clothes atfects everybody. 

I do not advise the Council to accept the remedies proposed by the 
Hon’ble Member.” 


A division was then tak<*n with tljc following result. 


Aye» — (i. 

Tlie lloo’hle Sir Nilratiiit Sarkar, Kt. 

,, ,, Maulvi Alml KaHetii. 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. Kazl-iil'Hn«j. 

,, ,, Khan Sahib Amuri Aii. 

,, Bahu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

,, ,, Rai Maheiidra Chan<lra Mitru 

Bahadu r. 


Noea-~24. 

Sir Henry Wheeler, k.c.i.k., c.8.1. 

Mr. J. G. Ciinitiiin^, c.S.l., c.i.K. 

The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwau. 
Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.a.i., c.i.k. 

Mr. J. C. StevoiiHoii Moore c. v.o. 
Surgeon-Qeneral W. H. B. Kobinaon, c.b. 

l.M.B. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’MalUy. 

Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

Mr. H. P. I)u%al. 

Mr. C. H. Boinpag, c.s.i. 

Mr. W. C. Word.'^v orth. 

Kai Priya Nath Miikharji Bahadur, i.s.o. 

Sir liajendra Nath Maker jeo, K c.i.E. 

Mr. W. If. H. Anfcn-VVood, c.i.K. 

Mr. Amiutir Uahiiian 
Mr. ProvuHh Chandra Mitter. 

Hahn SIv Naruyan Mnkherji. 

Sir lVl>a Pranud Surl*adlndari. K'l., c*i.K. 

Hai D(‘heydra Chandra Choae Buhudnr. 

Mr. K. W, Carter, t.i.rc.., c u.K. 

Mr W. E. Crum, o.h.k. 

Ml. E B Eden. 

Mr. E. A. Marlin. 

Ml. 11. li, A. Irwin, C.I.E. 


Tlie Hon’lih* 


The following incinbor abstained from voting : — 

Tlie lli^n’blc Mr. »!, Mackenzie, o.B.K. 

The following inemberH wore absent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. C. I\ Gibbons, K.(’. 

,, ,, Mr. d. l)onald, (M.e. 

I^Ir. G. F. Payne. 

,, ,, Tlu^ Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

,, ,, Kaja Hrisliikesh Laha, c.i.K. 

„ ,, Mr. d, W. Holy Hutchinson. 

,, ,, Kumar iShih Shokhareswar Kay 

,, ,, Babu Brojmidra Kisbor Kay Gbaud buri, 

,, Mr. A run Gbandra Singha. 

■ ,. Kai Kadlia Gharan Pal Bahadur. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdulla-aPMamun Suhrawardy. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Ghaudhuri. 

,, ,, liabu l^habendra Gbandra Raj'. 

Mr. AltafAli. 

,, Kai Sri Nath Kay Bahadur. 

,, ,, Babu Siirendra Nath Ray. 

,, Bahu Mahendra Nath Rav, ( .i,k. 

Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,, ,, Babu Kishori Mohan Ghaudhuri. 

,, ,, Babu Ainbika Gharan Mazumdar. 

being 6 ai^ tfici Noes S4, th^ 



Th# PrMidafit‘s Addi^ss. 

The I^REdiDKNT said : — 

Ar. the commencement of our proc^eediiigs yesterday I found it noceHsary 
to address the (kmncil on a matter of disa^i^reeahle nature. It now falls to 
our lot in bringing our proceedings to a close to make an a nnoun cement of 
a pleasanter eliaracter. 

It will be within the memory of Hon’ble Members that at a meeting of 
this Council held on December I3th, 1916, a resolution was movinl by the 
Uon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Daita, recommending tliat tht^ systt^m of trial 
by jury should be extended throughout the Presidency. Tht* (loverninciit 
of the day expressed their inability to accept the resolution as it stoixl, 
though they stated that they were prepared to consult the High Court 
and other authorities on the sul)ject. At the conclusion of the dehate the 
Council divided on the question and the resolution was carried by 24 votes 
to 22. At the same time, a supplementary resolution, rocomiiiendiiig the 
extension of the system of trial by jury to all offences triable by the CJourts 
of Session, was withdrawn. 

Government thereupon took the matter up, and instituted careful on'" 
quiries as to the working of the system in the twelve districts in which it 
was in. force. I need not trouble the (Council with any very dt^tailod history 
of the somewhat chequered career which the system has had since its first 
tentative introduction under Regulation VI of 1^82. It will suffice, if 
I briefly recall the more important landmarks. 

By virtue of the Regulation of 1832 any person not f)ror(^sHing the Muham- 
madan fait li when put on trial for an offence cognizabb‘ under tln) general 
Regulations, miglit claim to be exeinptiul from trial under tin' Muliaminadan 
Criminal ( k)dc and in sucdi case the dudgt^ was ordiui^d to pro(!(^(Ml with 
the trial with the lielp of a Panchayat. asst^ssoi-s or jury. This form of t rial, 
howev(U', Was S(‘ld()iu put into ])rat*ti(5e and it was not until tln^yiuir 1861, that 
a regular systtun of trial by jury was t^stal)lished. l-iubu* tin* provisions of 
Act XXV ()1 tiiat year sanc^tion was accordinl to t In^ system and it was put, 
into operation in seven districts in rt*spect of C(‘rtain (^ategori(‘s of olferujes in 
the year 1862. Thereafter the orders gov(jrning tln^ ojM'ratitJii of tln^ system 
underwent various changers, cuie of wliic.-h, iiannily, tin? Notification of Ocl,ol)e]* 
the 2()th, 1892, containing (certain restrictif)ns on its working, hnJ uj> to tlie 
4 ippointinent of a (Commission consisting of Sir 11. Prinsep, Sir firiffith 
Evans, Sir Jatindra Mohan d'agorc, Sir Komesli Chandra Mitra and Mr. ( '. A. 
Wilkins. From that time onwards tlie ttmdcmcy has betm to add to tiie 
categories (^f cases triable by jury and to increase t h .* number of districts in 
which it is in force. In 1895, for cxamplt*, offenct‘S redat mg to marriage wt^re 
made triable by jury where the system was in o))cratiou, and in 1897 the 
system was (extended to the districts of Chittagong, Mymcinsingh, Rajshahi 
and Jessore. Fhe last extension given was to tlie district of Khulna in 1905. 

After caieful consideration and with tlie concurrcnct^ of tin* High Court 
and the sanction of the Government of India wt? ljav(^ now decid(^ ! to oxt(*md 
the system to the districts of Ikakargan.i, liaiikur.i, Itirhlium, Bogra, Dinajpur. 
Faridpur, Malda, Midnapur, Noakhali, Pal)na, Rangpur and 7Cii)p(o*a. Tlie 
effect of this will be that the system will eonni into operation throughout the 
whole of the Presidency with the exception only of the non-regulation districts, 
namely, Da?*jeeling. daifiaiguri and the Chittagong Hill Tiacts. At the same 
time it is pioposed that offences under Cliapter XII of the Indian l^?nal Code 
and under section 32 of the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, should lie added to 
the list of offences so trialile, 

" If the Hon'ble Members of this Council vver»* men who considered it 
to cut off their km nature and wit^ih^ iiRo 
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diepowed to receive this n^nnounpement with tlie obfervation that the mills qf 
Government grind somewhat slowly. I am happy to believe that if I were to 
suggest that the members of this Council acted in this way I should be doing 
them a grave injustice. And I assumed with complete confidence, therefore, 
that Hon’ble Members will regard this announcement as a signal proof that 
Government do give to the recommendations made to them by this Council 
their raosteareful and sympathetic consideration.’’ 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned sine die. 


A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council ( Ofg.). 


Calout'ia, 

The 23rd July, 1918. 


B. a Pr€!«B— 14 - 8 - 1918 — 1133 J— 35 !S—R, 


F. 





^ ProeMdin§t <f the Bengal L^Uatiee (7<w^ 

the provieione tf Oomrnment of India Aet, 1915. ^ 

The Council mot in tlie new Durbar Hall at Governmetit Hoo*|, 
Dacca, on Monday, the 19tli Aa^ii^t, I91j^, at 11 a.m. ^Local time), 

PPMent : 

His Excellency the Rioht Hon’ble Lawrence John Luhlev Dundas, 
Earl 6t Ronaldsrat, o.c.i.b., Oovernor of the Presidency at 
Port Witiiam in Bengal y Presiding. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, k.c.i.e., c.a.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. CiJHMrNO, e.s.L, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Ohand Mahtab, k.c.s.i.. k.c.i.e., i.o.m., Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, c.h.i., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. J. Stevenhon-Moore, c.v.o. 

The Hon’ble Major-Genl. W. H. B. Robinhon. c.b., i.m.b. 

The Hon’blo Mr. J. Donai.o. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. P. Doval. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. H. Bompas, c.h.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. C. Worusworth. 

The Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahadur, i.h.o. 

The Hon’ble Sir Rajendba Nath Mookbrjee, k.c.i.e. 

The Hon’hle SiR Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. W. Hbly Hutchinson. 

Hou'ble Baud Bbojendra Kishob Ray Cuacdhubi. 
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Qtiestions and Anateers. 


[19th Acodst, 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. E. Crum, o.b.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. A. Martin. 

Tho Hon’ble Maclvi Abdl Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-i;l-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali. 

T he Hon’ble Rai Ski Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendka Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Baud Kishori Mohan Chaudhori. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 

1. The H on’ble Mr. J. W. Hely Hutchinkon made an oath of his 
allegiance to tlie Crown. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

Tlie following questions which had been stai'rt‘d were put and 
answered : — 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 

* 1 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state how many lecturers or 
demon St ratois have lieen promoted to the Provincial Educational Service, 
permanently or temporarily, for at least over a year, since 1913 ? 

(b) In how many of these cases have senior officers been superseded by 
their juniors ? 

(c) Will the Government be also pleased to state how many cases of 
supersession of this kind occurred during the five years immediately 
preceding the introduction of the college governing body system ? 

(d) Will the Government be further pleased to state how many cases 
of supersession, if any, have taken place in the executive and judicial 
services in Bengal since 1913 ? 

(e) Is there any truth in the statement that cases of supersession are 
much more numerous in the Education Department than in the executive 
or judicial service ? 

(/) If so. will the Government be pleased to state the reason why such 
should be the case ? 

(g) Is there any truth in the statement that in at least three of the four 
cases of supersession referred to in the answers to my starred questions. Nos. 
3-5 of the 3rd July, 1918, the junior members in question were given promotion 
over the heads of their seniors on the recommendation of the governing bodies 
of their respective colleges ? 
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(Jh) Is it also a fact that the officers so superseded have long been 
engaged in teaching with credit, either up to pass B.A. or B.Sc. classes, or 
both pass and honours ? 

(i) If so, why were such officers superseded? 

(j) Are the Government aware of a public feeling that exists that the 

g romotions and supersessions of recent years in the Education Department 
ave greatly added to the discontent already existing among lecturers and 
demonstrators in the service and have created a general sense of insecurity 
amope them ? 

(k's Are the Government considering the desirability of taking away 
from the collie governing bodies the powers of appointment and promotion 
and of revesting these jwwers in the Director of Public Instruction ? 

(Z) If not, will the Government l)e pleased to state why they are not 
prepared to do so ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ ((7) Fourteen. 

(6) Six. 

(c) The information is not available, and its compilation would neces- 
sitate special enquiries involving an undue amount of labour. 

{d) Since 1913 eighteen Sub-Deputy Collectfirs have been promoted to 
the Provincial Executive Service; all these jiromotions have involved the 
supersession of senior officers, but under the standing rules such promotion is 
regulated by selection and not by seniority. There is no subordinate judicial 
service. 

(e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the figures given in the re|>lie8 
to clauses (a), {b) and {d). 

(/) This question does not arise. 

{g) No. Promotion was given on the recommendation of the governing 
body only in the ease referred to in the reply to starred question 5 asked by 
the Hon’ble Member at the meeting of Council held on 3rd July, 1918. 

{h) This is a fact in the case just mentioned. 

(i) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the re[)ly to clause (b) of starred 
question No. 5 asked at the meeting of Council held on 3rd .July, 1918. 

(J) 

(Jc) No. 

(1) (?) The lecturers in the Sulxirdinate Educational Service are a class 
of officers distinct from jirofessors in the Provincial Educational Service and 
there is no necessary flow of promotion from the former to the latter. 

(?/) It is desirable to promote to the Provincial Educational Service 
the most competent officer and not necessarily the senior 
lecturer. 

(???) Governing bodies are comj)etent to make ajtpointments suitable 
to the needs of their Colleges. 

(iv) Supersessions are rare among oflicers already belonging to the 
•Provincial Educational Scivice ” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 2 . 

(a) Is it a fact that the upper feeders of the Hooghly river, roughly from 
the Ganges to the Howrah Bridge at Calcutta, arc deteriorating and have 
been getting worse year by year tor a long time ? 

(&) If so, will the Government be pleased to state — 

(») the causes for such deterioration, and 

lit) what action they are taking in this connection ? 
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Answer by Che Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) Yes, though the degree of deterioration within the last half century 
or more is a matter of considerable divergence of opinion. 

(6) (i) The Hon’ble Member is referred to Major Hirst's Report on^ the 
Nadia Rivers, 1915, in two volumes, which is for sale at the Bengal Secretariat 
Book Depot. 

(?/) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Government of Bengal 
Resolution No. 373 T. — I. of the 9th October, 1916, which was published in 
the Calcutta GazeMe. A copy of the Resolution has been placed on the table 
•n the Library. The Report of the Committee appointed under the terms of 
that Resolution has not yet been received.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahknora Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

* 3. 

(ff) Is it a fact that several distinguished visitors weie expelled from the 
Senate meeting of the Calcutta T’niversity in .Tune last ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleast'd to state whether such expulsion 
by the Cniversity authorities was justified '' 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) and (6) The University of Calcutta is not under the control of this 
Government, which has no information in the matter.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

# 4 

Will the Government be pleased U) state what arrangements have been 
made for communicating flood-warnings to the affected area on the right side 
of the Damodar immediately on receipt of warnings from Ranigunge? 

Answer by the Hon hie Mr. Cowley ; — 

” The additional arrangements made this year for the issue of flood 
warnings on the right bank of the Damodar are as follows : — 

Seven additional peons have been entertained for issuing the warnings. 
Warnings will be telegraphed 1^ the gauge reader at Ranigunge direct to 
Jamalpur, where a telegraph office has recently been opened, and from this 
centre the information will be distributed from Lakra downwards along the 
right bank. 

Above Lakra the warnings will be issued by Canal dak and special peon.s 
from Edilpur. 

The gauge reader at Ranigunge will also telegraph warnings to the officer 
in charge of the Raina thana at the terminus of the BanRura-Damodar 
Railway and also to the Civil Subdivisional Officer, Ararabagh. A temporary 
Public Works Department Section has also been established at Baikantapur 
on the right bank. ’ 

By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra MiTRA Bahadur 
* 5. 

Will the Government be pleased to state what orders have been passed 
by the Chief Engineer in the Irrigation Department on each paragraph of 
the inspection note of Mr. Addams-Williams of April or May in connection 
with tlie Damodar floods? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ Government do not appreciate that any useful purpose will be served 
by the publication of the orders in question/’ 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

♦ 6 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table copies of letters ^ 
issued by the Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, to the Chairman of riparian ^ 
municipalities on the subject of the dangerously contaminated condition of 
samples of unfiltered water taken from tne Ganges (Bhagirathi) and which 
were examined chemically and bacteriolc^icallv in Ins lalx)ratory during the 
week ending the 25th May. 1918? 

(b) Are the Government wnsidering the desirability of taking immediate 
steps for the prevention of a large amount of jmllution of the river water 
probably derived from human excreta ? 

{c) Will the Government be pleased to state what action they are taking 
for the supply of filtered water to those rijmrian municipalities where the 
main source of water-supply is the Ganges water whic h is now in a danger- 
ously contaminated condition ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the faecial bacilli now presemt in the (ianges watei* are 
com])letely removed by filtration without boiling the water, and 

(ii) what is the process of filtration of the (ianges wuiter by the 
Corporation of (’alcutta ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Mallkv : — 

(а) A copy of the Sanitary (JommisKioner’s l(‘tt(*r No. (5 79- 701. dalcMi the 

5th dune, 1918, to the (diainncm of Munieipalit ios along (lu^ llooghly 
is laid ‘on tlu^ table. As then" appears to be, soinc* miHaj>)>r(dienHion on 
the subject, it may be ex])lained that faecal bacilli (scanetimes also cjalled 
excretal organisms), some of which are derived from animals and some from 
human l)eing8, are present in practically all surfatH* waters, rivers and 

tanks, in inhabited aieas in India. Government arc* adviHcnl that the 
organisms themselves are probably innex^uous and that 90 per emnt. die* within 
48 hours in a stream exposed to the sun, but tliat if there is a very large 
number of them or the pollution is very recent, il is probable that pathogenic 
organisms, such as t hosc^ which cause cholera or typhoid ftwcu’, will bo presem! 
among them. In other words, it is not the fmcal bacilli thcnistdves that arc" 
the cause of disease, but other organisms which may be present with them 
though in infinitely smaller numbers. The fmcal bacilli serve to indicate* 
possible danger and are therefore an index of pollution. 

(б) The riparian municipalities have been urged in the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner’s letter No. D-862-84, dated 15th dune, 1918, of which a copy is laid 
on the table, to prevent nuisances being committed on thc5 riven* bank. Gov- 
ernment will consider what other measures can be taken to prevent pollution 


(c) A scheme 

CortHipur-Cliitpore. 
South Dura Dura. 
North „ 

Haruagore. 

Kamarliati. 

Panihati. 

Barrackpore. 

North Barrackpore*. 

South 

Titagarh. 

Garulia. 

Bhatpara. 

Naibati. 

Halishahar. 


for the supply of filtered water to the municipalities 
shown in the margin has been prepared and the 
municipalities and mills concerned havc^ been 
asked whether they are willing to join in it. 
The Sanitary Board are coiisidering their mplies. 
The scheme involves an initial cohI of 36 lakhs 
and a recurring cost of Rs. 68,000, which will 
ultimately rise to Rs. 78,000 a year ; and it will 
not be possible for Government to give it financial 
assistance till normal financial conditions are 
restored. 
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{d) (i) Government are advised that eflficient filtration will remove 99 
per cent, of faecal bacilli , and that boiling destroys them. 

(it) The Calcutta water is purified by settlement in large settling tanks 
exposed to the sun and air ; and settling is aided by the use of alum or 
allumino-ferric which assists in the precipitation of suspended matter, 
including bacteria. After settlement the water is passed through slow sand 
filter beds, which remove a very large proportion of the remaining bacteria. 
The water is constantly being analysed both chemically and bacteriologically 
and a high standard of purity is always insisted on. 


Letters referred to hy the llonhle^Vi. O'Malley in his answer to question No. 6 
{starred) asked hy the Hon hie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitka Bahadur 
at the Council meeting of the l9th August., 1918, 

No. 679-701, dated the 5th June 1918. 

From — Dr. C. A. Bentley, m.b., d.r.h., d.t.m. & h.. Sanitary Com- 
missioner for Bengal, 

To — Tile Chairmen of all Riparian Municipalities. 

I HAVE the lionour to report for your information that samples of un- 
filtered water taken from the Ganges (Bha^irathi) were examined chemically 
and bacteriologically in my laboratory during the week ending the 25th May, 
1918, and as a result it was found that the water contained countless bacteria 
in Tc.c. and showed non-rosislant type fa-'cal bacilli in ‘Olc.c. indicating 
that it contained such a large amount of pollution, probably derived from 
human excreta, as to render it dangerous to ust* it for drinking juirposes 
unless it has first l)een filtered or boiled. Neglect of these precautions will 
expose persons to the risk of cOntrac^ting cholera, typhoid fever, dysentery, 
diarrhcea and other water-borne diseases. It is also unsah? to use the un- 
boiled or unfilterod water for cleansing dishes and plates or other vessels used 
for food. 

In the case of municipalities possessing a proper filtered water-supply 
distributed by means ol pipes, people should be urge 1 to use this water for 
drinking purposes and cleansing dishes, etc., in prefm*<mce to water from any 
other sourc(^ 

In (u^ery case the attention of the whole population should be called, if 
necessary, by beat of drum, to tln^ dangerously coni aininated condition of the 
river water as shown by this report. 


No. D-862-84, dated Darjeeling, the 15th Juno, 1918. 

From — Dr. C. A. Bentley, m.b., d.p.h., d.t.m. & n.. Sanitary Com- 
missioner for Bengal, 

To — Tlie Chairmen of all Riparian Municipalities. 

My attention has been drawn to the fact that the river banks in the 
neighbourhood of your municipality are frequented by persons for the purpose 
of committing nuisances. In certain cases also brickfields are situated on 
the river banks and the coolies employed thereon invariably foul the hanks of 
the river with night-soil. In this way the water of the river is constantl 3 »^ 
being polluted and in consequence of this there is great risk of the spread of 
cholera and other water-borne diseases. I have the honour accordingly to 
request that you will he so good as to take immediate steps to have the banks 
of the river within your municipal boundary carefully inspected, and, if neces- 
sary, guarded and to take immediate proceedings against anyone found com- 
mitting a nuisance there and thus endangering the health of the community. 
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UN8TARRED QUESTIONS. 

{The atistrers to which were laid on the table.) 

By the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur : — 

I. 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is true that some p 
poor paddy cultivators of the district of Jeesore, who had manufactured a few t' 
seersof common salt from ashes of paddy stalks for personal consumption, were " 
prosecuted for illicit manufacture of salt and senttmced to pay a fine of Rs. 2 
each by the trying Deputy Magistrate, Babu Mohit Chandra Ghosh? 

(&) Is it true that the views of the Government of Bengal for ignoring 
such cases of manufacture, as expressed in this Council at the meeting neld on 
the 22nd January last through the Hon’ble Mr. Donald, were brought to the 
notice of the said Magistrate at the trial ? 

(c) Are the Government aware of the feelings of the cultivators that it 
is far better that paddy stalks should Ire utilized in this way than that these 
stalks should be allowed to be wasted through fear of criminal prosecution ? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of instructing the 
Salt Department and the Police not to start such prosecutions, and to issue 
public notifications enabling such people to make free use of their paddy 
stalks for the purposes which were found by the Magistrate to be illegal as 
also for the use of cattle ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ {a) Six persons were sent up by the police for having manufactured 
illicitly 3, 5, 7, 7, 20, and 25 seers of salt respectively. In ea(;h of the first 
four cases fines of Rs. 2, and in the last two fines of Rs. 5, were imposed by 
Babu Mohit Chandra Ghosh, the trying Magistrate. 

{h) The trying Magi.strate held that the quantities of salt manufactured 
were gn^ater than were required for the personal consumption of those con 
cerned. but prima facie prosecutions might have beet) withheld at least ui 
the first four cases mentioned. 

(c) Government have no information on this point. 

{d) The instructions already issued should suffice. A certain amount 
of discretion must be left to local officers, but so far as the statistics show, 
the orders are being interpreted liberally.” 

By the Hon’ble Bahx’ Brojenora Ivishor Ray C haudhitri ; — 

II. 

(o) With reference to the location of the subdivisional headquarters of i, 
the proposed western district of Mymensingh at Dhanbari, will the Govern mi 
ment bo pleased to lay on the table coj lies of opinions given on this question 
by the public associations and the officials consulted ? „ 

(б) Is it a fact that in selecting a site for the Sadar subdivision of western 
Mymensingh. His Excellency the Governor, while he visited Dhanbari, did 
not visit Madhupur, and that the claims of Madhupur as represented by the 
people of the locality have not been consi dered ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a good District Board road connecting Mad- 
hupur with Mymensingh and Sarisabari, Subarnakhali, Bausbi and Tangail, 
whereas, in point of communication, Dhanbari is comparatively at a dis- 
advantage ? 

{i) Is it a fact that Madhupur possesses the ad^tional advantage of a 
navigable river which connects it with Narayanganj and Dacca, whereas 
Dhanbari has no river communication? 
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(e) Is it a fact that Madhupur is situated on a high raised land with 
large areas around, whereas Dhanbari is largely a raarshjr, low land, the 
greater portion of it being under a vast sheet of water during the rains? 

(/) Have the Government ascertained what will be the comparative cost 
of location of the proposed subdivisions at Dhanbari and Madhupur ? 

(ff) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been expressed 
that Madhupur is healthier than Dhanbari and that Madhupilr is more cen- 
trally situated than Dhanbari ? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving the 
names of village unions within the Kalihati police-station and their respective 
distances from Tangail and Dhanbari ? 

(?) Is it a fact that the jurisdiction of the Kalihati police-station which, 
as proposed, comes under Dhanbari, extends up to within three miles of the 
Tangail subdivision? 

(j) Is it a fact that certain places in the southern portion of the Kalihati 
police-station which stand at a distance of about 30 miles from Dhanbari and 
only three niilcs from Tangail, are, by the proposed inclusion of the Kalihati 
police-station within Dhanbari, cut off from Tangail? 

(A) Have the Government considered the inconveniences which will thus 
be caused to the people of the locality within the Kalihati police-station ^ 

Answer by the Hon’ble Ma. Kerr ; — 

“ (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the memorandum which was 
published on the 16th August, 1917. Government do not propose to lay 
further papers on the table. 

(b) As shown in the memorandum, the question of selecting Madhupur 
as a district or subdivisional headquarters was fully cronsidered. but the 
ohiection to Madhupur is that it is situated in the extreme east of the new 
subdivision and is not sufficiently central. For this reason, His Excellenc\' 
the Governor did not think it necessary to visit Madhupur. 

(r) Madhupur is connected by road with the places mentioned, hut the 
road from Madnupur to Baushi passes through Dhanbari, and this is also the 
easiest route from Madhupur to Sarisabari. From Dhanbari there are roads 
ruriTiin^ north to Baushi, west to Binjgula and Pingna, south-west to Gopal- 
pur and south-east to Madhupur and Tangail. When the projected Tangail- 
Jaraalpur line is constructed through Dhanbari, communications with that 
place from all parts of the proposed subdivision will be much easier than 
with Madhupur. 

(d) The river which passes Madhupur is navigable throughout the year 
for boats of a capacity of 500 maunds. Boats can go by this river to Naravan- 
ganj and Dacca. The river Jhinai passes within two miles of Dhanbari. 
ft Hows into the river Jamuna and is navigable in the rains. 

(e) There is a site at Madhupur about 30 or 40 feet above sea level. 
There is ample high land above flood level at Dhanbari for a subdivisional 
headquarters, and it will need only local raising in places. 

(/) The cost of establishing a subdivisional headquarters at Dhanbari 
is estimated at 6 lakhs, of which Rs. 7.000 is required for levelling and drain- 
ing. No estimate has been framed for Madhupur. but it is probable that the 
cok would be approximately the same. 

(g) Madhupur is reported to be unhealthy, owing to the proximity of thr 
Madhupur jungle and a defective water-supply. Dhanbari is said to be 
Tualarious at present, but this defect is capable of remedy. Government are 
not aware of anv opinion having been expressed that Madhupur is 
centrally situated than Dhanbari, and in any case such an opinion would be 
incorrect. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(?) The nearest point in Kalihati to Tangail is about four miles from 
the town of Tangail. 
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(j) and (A;) It a fact that Kalibati thana as a whole is nearer to 
ingail than to Dhanbari, and to this extent the people of Kalihati will Ije 
oonvenienced by their inclusion in the Dhanbari subdivision. In nearly every 
bdivision, however, there are places which are nearer to the headquarters 
an adjoining subdivision than to the headquarters of the subdivision with- 
which they are situated. The same objection in regard to Kalihati would 
>ply if Madhupur were made the headquarters of the new subdivision 
stead of Dhanbari. 


latement referred to in the answer hj/ the Honble Mr. Kkkk to unstarred 
question No. //, asked by the Honble Habu Brojkni>ua Ki.siiou Ray 
Chaudhuri at the meeting of Council held on the 19th August. 1918. 



Thana 

Kalihati. 






Shoriett approx imiiu> 

Serial 

Namea of 


dUtanor in milnN 

No 

villag<* unioiia 



. ^ ..... 




Kronj 

From 




Tangail 

Dhanban 

1. 

Fatal 


12 

23 

2. 

8halla 



22 

3. 

Deopui* 


12 

21 

4. 

Malati 


11 

21 

5. 

Nagarbari 


11 

20 

^ -• 

Naitiabi 


10 

22 

7. 

Kllaaiga 


7 

21 

8. 

Pathanda 


8 

25 

9. 

Palima 


10 

20 

10. 

Chatipara . . 


10 

21 

11. 

Shabadebpuf ... 


8 

21 

12. 

Chaniuria 


() 

25 

13. 

Bhukta 

... 

() 

25 

14. 

(rolarah 


7 

25 

15. 

Hasbara 

... 

s 

21 

16. 

Silimpur 


10 

22 

17. 

Kalihati 


12 

20 

18. 

Kokedahara 

• • • 

11 

21 

19. 

Balia 

• • • 

10 

25 

20. 

Kampur 

e • • 

9 

26 

21. 

Kattaaguaje 


12 

25 

22. 

Nagbari 


10 

23 

23. 

Bhandeerwar 


i;i 

22 

24. 

Amjani 

• • • 

15 

21 

25. 

Hamidpur 


17 

22 

26. 

B iheratali ^ 


LS 

24 


iy the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaddhcri : — 

III. 

With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XXII of the Aim 
Jrd July, 1917, will the Government be pleased to state whether the decision “*1] 
)f the Railway Board as to the alignment of railway between Tangail and jan 
lamalpur has been conveyed to the Government? If so, will the Govern- 
nent 1^ pleased to make a statement regarding the same ? 


A.n3infer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ Since the reply was given on the same subject at the Council Meeting 
of the 3rd July, 1917, it has been decided by the Railway Board that in the 
event of the construction of a railway between Tangail and Jamalpur, the 
alignment which may be taken as final is an alignment passing through 
Nandanpur and joining the existing railway at Kendna Kalibarr” 
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By the Hon’bk Babd Bkojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri — 

Supply of IV. 

“trltabk "’ With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XXIX of 

diapeusarieB and the 7th August, 1917, will the Grovemment be pleased to state — 

hoflpitalft. 

(а) whether any change has been brought about in the position with 

regard to the supply of medicines in charitable dispensaries 
and hospitals ; and 

(б) what are the indigenous drugs that are generally in use therein, 

and what articles of foreign manufacture have they 
substituted ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald ; — 

“ (a) The position is unchanged since the question referred to was 
answered. 

(6) Government have nothing to add to the reply given on the 7tJi 
August, 1917.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

V. 

Proposed rail- With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XXXI of the 
BariMi"** ^^'^and September, 1917, will the Government be pleased to state if any decision 

Khulua. been come to by the Government of India in regard to the proposed rail- 

way between Barisal and Khulna? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley, : — 

“ The Government of India have decided to abandon the project for a 
railway between Khulna and Barisal.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

VI. 

Iron ore in the With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XXI of the 
Dacca diatrict. 3rd July, 1917, will the Government be pleased to state the result of any 
expert inquiries that may have been made jn regard to the existence of iron 
ore in some parts of the Dacca district and its economic value ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ Expert inquiries showed that the so-called iron ore contained so little 
iron that it could not be looked on as “ ore,” and further'that the deposits 
were of no commercial importance.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

VII. 

Mr. Moyer and (a) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XVI 

the Kiaiatabad 4 tij April, 1918, will the Government be pleased to state the dates on 

081m0« 1 • 1 

which — 

(i) Mr. Meyer applied for permission to take up the management of 
the whole of the ShRistabad estate; 

(it) ho took charge of the said estate; 
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(tit) the Board of Revenue wrote to the Commissioner refusing to allow 
the application ; 

(tr) the Board re-affirmed the orders; and 

(r) Mr. Meyer relinquished charge of the Shaistabad estate ? 

(6) When was the “ misunderstanding ” referred to in the said answer 
discovered, and what was the nature of it ? 

(c) If it is a fact that Mr. Meyer took charge of the whole of the Shaista 
bad wakf estate without previously obtaining the permission of the Board 
of Revenue, are the Government considering the desirability of making a 
deduction from the salary of Mr. Meyer proportionate to tfie total amount 
diawn by him as salary for the management of the said Shaistabad estate ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) The dates are — 

(i) The 19th September 1915 ; 
hi) The 14th September 1915; 

(in) The 16th February 1916; 

{iv) The 8th March 1918 ; and 
(v) The 28th March 1918. 

{b) The misunderstanding was discovered in March 1918 and arose from 
the Commissioner and the Manager both Ixiing under the impression that 
the other would communicate tiie Board s orders. 

(c) Mr. Meyer took charge with the sanction of the Collector and on the 
initiation of the District Judge and in antieif)ation of sanction from tne 
Board of Revenue. As Mr. Meyer’s management of the Rakarganj portion 
of the Nawab’s Estate was uniformly successful, the Government does not 
propose to take any further action in the matter.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

VIII. 

(o) Having regard to the indebtedness of the Nawab of Dacca’s estate, 
are the Government considering the desirability of aj)pointing an experienced 
Indian officer in place of the late Mr. J. Hodding ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of apiminting an 
experienced Indian officer as Barisal Agent of the Nawab of Dacca ? 

(c) Who is at present officiating for Mr. Meyer at Barisal and what are 
his qualifications for holding that position!' 

(d) In what estates, and in what capacities and on what emoluments 
w'as he employed previous to his appointment in the Nawab’s estate? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing separately the expenditure incurred for the late Mr. J. Hodding and 
for Mr. Meyer on account of salary, house-rent, motor car charges, carriage 
charges, steam launch charges and for personal servants for the last five 
years ending on the 31st March, 1918? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a), (6), (c) and (d) The appointments referred to are made by the 
Court of Wards and do not require the sanction of Government. Govern- 
ment have ascertained that the management of the Nawab’s estate is in pro- 
cess of reorganization and that a fully qualified Indian officer with special 
experience has been appointed as Superintendent of the Bakarganj property. 
Further, a new post of Assistant Manager for the whole estate has bcien 
created, and an Indian officer with experience as Court of Wards Manager 
has been appiointed to it. ’ ^ 


Thu Nuwa) 
Dacoft’* bhI 



Tbe Nawab of 
Dacca’s estaten 
at Mytnenaingb, 
Tippera and 
* Bariaal. 


Nawab of 
Dacca’s estate 
Olid tlie Court of 
Wards. 


Auditing of the 
accounts of the 
Nawnli of 
Dacca's eatates. 


Medical aid on 
inland oteainm . 
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{e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement furnished in 
answer to question No. 16 (unstarred) at the Council meeting of the 22nd 
January, 1918. As owing to the death of Mr. Hodding Mr. Meyer has been 
ti'ansf erred from Bakargani to Dacca as Manager of the whole estate, no 
useful purpose will be served by requiring the Court of Wards to compile the 
additional information now asked for.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chatjdhuri : — 

IX. 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the amount remitted to the Nawab’s estate at Dacca Sadar from 
Tippera, Mymensingh and Barisal in each of the last ten years? 

(б) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
litigation costs of the Nawab’s estate have largely increased year by year in 
all the districts, viz., Dacca, Mymensingh, Tippera and Barisal since 1907 f 
Tf so, what are the reasons therefor? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) and (b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply which was 
given to his question No. LXVI at the meeting of this Council held on the 
3rd July, 1918.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojenura Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

X. 

Js the estate of the Nawab of Dacca governed by all the rules and regu- 
lations of the Court of Wards to which other estates under the Court of Wards 
are subject ? If not, in what respects are exceptions made and w’hy ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

'■ The answ'er to the first part of the question is ‘ Yes.’ The second 
part does not arise.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XI. 

Is it a fact that the accounts of the Dacca Nawab s estate are not audited 
by the Government auditors as in the case of other estates? If so, what are 
the reasons ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

" The accounts of the Dacca Nawab’s estate are audited by Messrs. 
Lovelock and Lewes and not by Government auditors, the reason being that 
several shares in the estate which are under the same management are not in 
charge of the Court of Wards.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kt.shor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XII. 

'With reference to clause (d) of the answer to my unstarred question 
No. XXVI of the 7tb August, 1917, regarding arrangements for medical aid 
on inland steam vessels, will the Government be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken to remove the public grievance in regard to this matter ? 
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Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley : — 

‘‘ No public grievance of this nature has V>e€n brought to the notice of 
Gk)vernment. As the Hon'ble Member was informed at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council held on the 7th August, 1917. the Stearfler Companies 
have from time to time brdught to the notice of Government, difficulties which 
have been experienced in connection with carrying out the rules framed under 
sections 51 an<i51 A. of the Inland Steam Vessels Act, 1884 (VI of 1884). 
s 'i'hese difficulties have been removed either by amendments in the rules 
themselves or by the issue of executive orders in connec'tion therewith. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray C'haldhuri ; — 

Xlll. 

Are the Government aware that Nalchiti is an important trade centre Wiut.i.g ro. 
and steamer station in Barisal. and that the absence of any shed or waiting- 
room there has long been keenly felt by the travelling public ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ The absence of any waiting-room or shed at Nalchiti has not bteii 
brought to the notice of Government.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chavdhuri ; — 

XIV 

Is it a fact that the staff of the Legislative Department, including the 
menials, have during the Council sessions often to work overtime? II so, 
are they given any additional remuneration for such orertime service? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

■■ it is the case that the preparation for the session of the Legislative 
Council not infrequently involves overtime work on the Legislative, ami 
indeed on other Departments. Hon'ble Members ean alleviate the pre.ssure 
to some extent by giving as long a notice as possible of question.^, etc. It is 
not customary to give allowances for overtime in the Secretariat. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XV. 

With reference to the eoneluding lines of paragraph 238 of the Re|)ort luportoo 
on Indian Constitutional Reforms, jmblished on the 8th July last, will the 
Government be jileased to state when it is proposed to give the Council an i:eform«. 
opportunity of discussing the questions indicated therein, nnd what the 
procedure of such discussion will be? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ A resolution having reference to })aragrapb 23H of the Rejx^t on 
Indian Constitutional Reforms is included in the agenda paper of the present 
meeting.’' 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XVI. , ^ , 

What recommendations have so far been made to Government by the intei 
Internment Advisory Committee in regard to the individual cases of intern- eStt 
ment and what action has been taken thereon in each such case ? 



762 


Quettions and Ansutera. 


[19th AucfOST, 


Cottage 

i&dugtrioa. 


f 


One-rupee 
currency notes. 


VacancicH in 
tJie Civil Service 
during the war. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ No rcTOrt has yet been received from the Advisory Committee; it is 
understood that their report will be submitted on the conclusion of their 
work.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

XVII. 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state the progress made by the 
Home Industries Association in regard to the development of the cottage 
industries in Bengal ? 

(б) What is the nature or amount of aid which Government have so far 
given to the Association, and for what specific objects, if any? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ (a) Government have not yet received the latest report of the Associa- 
tion, but it is understood that its annual report, which will shortly be issued, 

f ives a full account of the work of the Association up to the 31st March, 1918. 

f the Hon’ble Member will address the Honorary Secretary to the Associa- 
tion he will be supplied with a copy of the report when it is printed. 

{h) Government have given two grants of Rs. 18,000 per annum to the 
general funds of the Association, and a special grant of Rs. 1,000 towards 
the cost of sending exhibits representative of Bengal home industries to the 
exhibition of Indian Arts and Industries at Madras in the cold weather of 
1917-18.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur : — 

XVIII. 

Are the Government aware that the one-rupee currency note is not yet 
popular among the ignorant people in the interior? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald: — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to unstaried 
question No. XXVI asked by the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin at the meeting of the 
Council held on the 3rd July last.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur : — 

XIX. 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of vacancies in 
the lower grades of the Indian Civil Service due to the war ? 

(б) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they propose to fill 
up these vacancies by promoting officers of the Provincial Civil Service ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) Owing to the absence of officers on duties connected with the war, 
and, owing to the curtailment of recruitment caused by the war, the cadre of 
Joint and Assistant Magistrates is 57 officers short of its sanctioned strength 
of 98. 
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{b) The cadre of Joint and Assistant Magistrates is intended as a 
training and leave reserve for the superior posts open to members of the 
Indian Civil Service.- Members of the Provincial Civil Serviw, which has 
its own training and leave reserve, cannot be appointed Joint or Assist- 
ant Magistrates, but owing to the number of members of the Indian Civil 
Service absent on duties connected with the war, members of the Provincial 
Civil Service are holding a larger number of superior posts, ordinarily held by 
Indian Civilians, than would otherwise have been open to them. Ten 
superior jiosts in the Indian Civil Service are listed as open to members of 
the Provincial Civil Service. At present sixteen such posts are-actuallv held 
bv members of the Provincial Civil Service, and, in addition, a number of 
lieputy Collectors are holding charge of important subdivisions which would, 
in normal circumstances, be neld by Civilians.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur ; — 

XX. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the number of Superintendentships of police, both permanent 
and temporary, given to officers of the provincial fiolice service, namely — 

(i) to promoted^nspectors of police, and 

(ii) to directly appointed Deputy Superintendents of police, respec- 

tively ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of Deputy Superintendents of police; 

(ii) how many of them have been appointed direct from outside 
during the last five years; and 

(Hi) how many have been promoted from the fiolice service during 
the same period ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) Two permanent posts and one temporary pmst of Superintendent 
of Police fire at present held by promoted offiwrs of the provincial police 
service. All three officers were promoted to the Deputy Superintendents' 
grade from the rank of Inspector. 

(b) (i) 29. 

(ii) 9. 

(Hi) 11.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur : — 

XXI. 

Is it a fact that when the last increase in the cadre of Depu^ Collectors ijUn*gei 
was asked from the Secretary of State, the appointments of Managers for 
the Court of Wards and mortgaged estates were taken as appointments to 
be filled up by the mwnbers of the Provincial Executive Service? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ In connection with the reorganisation of the Provincial Civil Service, 
which was sanctioned in 1906, ten posts were provided for employment in 
Wards and Encumbered Estates in the province of Bengal as constituted 
before the partition of 1905. In 1912, five of these p>ost8 were transferred to 
Bihar and Orissa.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur : — 

XXII. 

{a) Are the Government aware that the residents of Mymensingh town 
living on the southern side of the Eastern Bengal Railway are greatly incon- 
venienced for want of over-bridges across the railway ? 

{b) Are the Government aware that there is constant shunting of engines 
on the railway, which is a source of inconvenience and danger to them ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing this 
danger and requiring the Eastern Bengal Railway to construct over-bridges 
in places where they have constantly to cross? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) The alleged inconvenience has recently been brought to the notice 
of Government. 

(b) It has been ascertained from the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities 
that there is more shunting at Mymensingh than before the extension of the 
station yard. 

(r) No. The Railway authorities report that they are taking steps to 
minimise any inconvenience.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

XXIII. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the claims of the 
Muhammadan assistants in the Bengal Secretariat are considered when assis- 
tants are taken with the Government to Dacca and Darjeeling? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the total number of assistants sent on each trip to Darjeeling and 
Dacca, respectively, from eauDh Department of the Secretariat since 1912, and 
the number of Muhammadans selected on each occasion in each batch. Depart- 
ment by Department ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

” (a) No claim can be admitted that the number of assistants accompany- 
ing the Government to Dacca and Darjeeling should include a certain propor- 
tion of any particular race or creed. The selection of such assistants is 
necessarily governed by considerations of the work to be done. 

(b) A statement is laid <mi the table.” 
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Statement referred to in the answer by the ffofi'ble Mb. Donald to question 
No, {unstarred ) asked byttie Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-UL-Haq 

at the Council Meeting of the 19th Aug^ist, 1918. shelving the number of 
Assistants taken to Darfeeling and, Dacca durhig each of the years 
1912-1918. 
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By the Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri : — 

XXIV 

(a) Is it a fact that the pay of the post of the Collector of Income-tax in 
Calcutta has been raised to Rs. 1,500 rising to Rs. 2,000 a month ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government are entertaining applications from out- 
siders as well as from persons already in Government service for the above 
post? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to declare their fwlicy as to — 

(z) whether the post is to be considered a preserve for any particular 
service. Imperial or Provincial ; 

(it) whether the post is to be treated as one to which a professional 
European must be appointed ; 

(in) whether the post is to be treated as one to which a professional 
Indian will be appointed ; 

(iv) whether there is any bar to an Indian, as such, official or otherwise, 
’ beingr apoointed to the post ? 
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{d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table copies of all 
correspondence relating to the raising of the salary of the post between them 
and the Government of India and also the Secretary of State? 

{e) If that is not convenient, will the Government be pleased to lay on 
the table a copy of the letter from the Secretary of State, and the Government 
of India conveying sanction to the increased rate of pay? 

(/) Are the Government considering the advisability of keeping well 
within the proposal for the Indianization of services recommended in the 
recently published Reform Scheme when filling up this post ? 


Answer by the Hon ’hie Mr. Donald : — 

“ {a) The pay has not yet been raised; it is intended, if a suitable candi- 
date for the post be forthcoming, to fix the pay of future incumbents at the 
figure stated. 

(6) Yes. ^ 

(c) (j) to {ivj It is the intention of Government to select the best candi- 
date available, without limitations of the kind suggested. 

{d) and (e) Government are not prepared to lay the correspondence on 
the table. 

(/) The t) 08 t is not one which is necessarily filled by a member of any 
service and the question does not. therefore, arise. ” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XXV. 

(а) Are the Government aware that formerly Sheristadars or Registrars 
of Police Courts, Calcutta, were recruited from experienced officers of the 
ministerial establishment ? 

(б) Are the Government aware that Mr. D. H. Kingsford, late Chief 
Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, made an experiment in the matter of the 
selection of Sheristadars or Registrars from among the members of the 
Provincial Subordinate Executive Service ? 

{c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the above experi- 
ment proved to be successful ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the of)inion of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Newbould and the Hon'ble Mr. Justice Duval regard- 
ing the appointment of Sheristadars, as expressed in their last inspection 
notes of the Police Courts in Calcutta ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking into con- 
sideration the opinions of the two Hon’ble Judges in the matter of appointing 
Sheristadars in the Police Courts in Calcutta in the future? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The experiment proved successful. 

{d) The appointment of Sheristadars was not discussed in the notes 
referred to. 

{e) The question does not arise ” 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur . — 

XXVI. 

(а) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the memorial 
submitted by the residents of the police-station Maniranipore in the district of 
Jessore protesting against the proposed removal of the {k) 1 ice-station from 
Manirampore to Kajganj ? 

(б) If SO, will the Government be pleased to state what aetion, if any. is 
being taken in regard to the memorial ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(6) No proposal for the removal of the police-station has yet Ix^en 
received by Government, and the local officers have been asked to cx)n8ider the 
memorial before submitting recommendations in the matter. The memorial- 
ists have been informed that their representation will be considered by Gov 
ernment before any orders are passed.’’ 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojenora Kishor Ray Chaitdhitri : — 

XXVII. 

With reference to the scheme of partition of the district of Dacca, as 
outlined in Government Resolution No. 5670 P., dated the l7th July, 1018 — 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) what the ultimate total cost, non-recurring and recurring, of main- 

taining the two districts under the proposed scheme is likely 
to be ; 

(ii) how much, approximately, the average expenditure of the two 

districts under the proposed scheme is likely to*be ; and 

(Hi) by how much apj)roximately would the average exf)enditure of 
the two districts together exceed the present average ixpendi- 
ture of the Dacca district ? 

(b) what the respective average annual income and expenditure of the 
two District Boards of the two districts would be under the said scheme ? 

(c) what the respective average annual income and expenditure of the 
district of Dacca has been during the last five years in respect of each of the 
two areas proposed to be constituted into two districts ? 

(d) have the Government considered an alternative scheme of partition 
of the district of Dacca by wdiich the subdivisions of Munshiganj and Manik- 
ganj, and some parts of the Sadar subdivision of Dacca, such as Nawabganj 
thana, may be constituted into a district? 

(e) have the Government taken into consideration the merits of such a 
scheme, in so far as it would combine areas which possess many common 
physical aspects, and present the same problems regarding communication, 
education and sanitation ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr: — 

‘'(a) Complete estimates have not yet been prepared, but it is probable 
that the scheme will involve an expenditure of about Rs. 17 lakhs non-recur- 
ring and Rs. lakhs recurring. 

(i) and (c) The information is not available and tlie labour of compiling 
it would be disproportionate to the value of the results at the present stage 
of thoi^ase. 

(rf) and (^) No, but if any such scheme is put forward by responsible 
persons in response to the resolution of the 1/th July, it will receive due 
considerat ion . ” 


Polioe- 

BiUnin 


Portiti( 

Liacca. 



79fS Quettions and AnBwera. [19th Aodoaifi. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Ktshor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XXVIII. 

•abdiTitioDi of Are the Government aware that from the Hindu social wint of view, the 
K«ray«ng»Dj a ad gubdivision of Narayanganj has little in common with the aiunshiganj sub- 
Monahiganj. division ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerb : — 

“■ Government have no precise information on the subject, but will bo 
glad to consider any representation which may be put forward in response to 
the resolution of the 17th July.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XXIX. 

Waterwaya and With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. IV of the 

the ^Preaide* March, 1917, will the Government be pleased to state what progress, if 
e real enoy. been made in the matter of the formation of the waterways 

division and subdivisions ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ The continuance of tlie war has rendered it impossible to proceed with 
the formation of new divisions and subdivisions. Such would involve both 
additional expenditure and more staff.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XXX. 

(:iroiind-nut (<i) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XLll 

in of the 18th December, 1917, are the Government in a position to make a state- 
Bengal. merit as to the progress made in the ground-nut industry in Bengal and as 

to how far it has proved ^n economic success ? 

(ft) Are the Government now in a position to combat the spread of the 
gi ouiia-nut diseases ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

*‘(a) Cultivation is spreading steadily in tlie Burdwan Division in the 
districts of Bankuva, Midnaporo and Birbhum owing to demonstrations by 
the District Agriculiural Officers. Trials on a field scale are being made in 
the Presidency Division. 

Hitherto the crop has been an economic success as it grows freely 
without manure, but it may eventually require manuring with phosphates on 
the latent e areas. 

(ft) Up to date there has been no serious outbreak of disease in the 
Bengal crop. A proposal is before Government for the deputation of an 
office^' of the Agriculture Department to the Bombay Presidency to study 
amongst other things methods for the avoidance of disease.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 
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XXXT. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) what progress has been made by Mr. S. N. Banerjee, Executive 
Engineer on special duty, in regard to the inquiry into the 
conditions of the waterways in the Dacca Division; and 
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(b) when he is likely to direct his inquiry to the Mymensingh water* 
ways? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

(a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to unetarred 
question No. XXXVIII of the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur at to-day’s 
meetinj^. 

(6) The scope of the inquiries with which the Executive Engineer on 
special duly has been entrusted does not extend to the district of Mymen- 
singh. The possibility of extending the scope of such special inquiries to the 
district of Mymensingh will depend on the future strength of the establish- 
ment of the Public Works Department and on the relative urgency of the 
various problems which require the services of sfKJcially selected officers.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XXXI 1. 

With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XVllI of 
the 19th February, 1918, are the Government considering the desirability of 
equalising the scales of stipends granted to the artisans at the Sibpur and 
Dacca Schools of Engineering ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ No. No proposals to this effect have been made by the authorities 
directly responsible for the welfare of the Institutions.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XXXIII. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
separately, year by year, and district by district, from Aoril 1907 to March 
1918, the number of title suits, rent suits and miscellaneous suits in 
connection with the record -of- rights relating to, and criminal cases for and 
against, the estate of the Nawab of Dacca under the f’ourt of Wards f 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

” The compilation of the information asked for would necessitate the 
employment of a special staff and thus involve the estate in (fxpcnse whieli 
could not be justified.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XXXIV. 

Will the Government be pleased to state, in how many, and in what 
instances during the last five years ending on the Slat March, 1918, 
did the proprietors of estates under the Court of Wards management in 
Bengal, prefer c-omplaints of a personal character to the Courts of Wards, the 
Commissioner or the Collector, against the managers or other employes of 
such estates, stating in each case the purport of such complaints, wneii and 
to whom they were made, and the steps taken thereon ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ There have been hardly any complaints except from the proprietors of 
one estate. The responsibility for the management of estates under the 
Court of Wards rests solely with the Court of Wards and its employees. 
Complaints of a personal character are for the most part of a private and 
confidential nature and it is not in the public interest that their purport 
should be divulged.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

XXXV. 

With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XXVI of 
the 5th March, 1918, have the Government any information as to the result 
of the investigation by the Indian Munitions Board in regard to the possibi- 
lities of Chittagong as a ship-building centre ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

‘ The Bengal Government have no information on tin* subject.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 


XXXVI. 

With reference to the answers to my unstarred questions Nos. XLVl of 
the 7th August, 1917, and XVII of the 19th February, 1918, will the Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state what progress, if any, has been made in regard 
to the projiosed motor service between Aricha and Manikganj and the negotia- 
tions reported to be pending between the promoter and the District Board 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mali.ey ; — 

“ It is reported that in February 1918, Mr. Anis accepted the terms 
sanctioned by the District Board and that a draft agreement was sent to him 
in tlie same month with the request that he would execute and register it 
and return it to the District Board with a sum representing half the esti- 
mated capital cost and recurring charges. No reply has been received from 
him.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

XXXVll. 

With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. L of the 18th 
December, 1917, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the entire 
inspection note of Messrs. Everett and Taylor, regarding the abolition of 
the electrical and mechanical classes of the Dacca School of Engineering ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

” A *cop 3 ' is laid on the table.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur : — 

XXXVlll. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the officer deputed 
to investigate into the question of waterways and channels in East Bengal 
has submitted any report on the subject ? 


Not printed in these Prooeediogs. 
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(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay it on the table ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is in the contem- 
plation of the Government to abolish the office created for the purpose of the 
said investigation after the submission of the report ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to consider the advisability of either 
permanently retaining the office or until such time as all necessary projects 
for improving the waterways and channels have been effected ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (rt) and (/>) No project report has yet been finally completed thougli 
ad interim technical reports have been received. No useful purpose will be 
gained by laying these technical reports on the table at an intermediate stage 
in the inquiries. Inquiries are being continued and hydraulic data collected 
in connection with the following projects : — 

(i) the improvement of the Tulsi Khal to give direct communication 
between the Padda near Tarpassa, and the Dhaleswari ; 

(it) the inaprovement of the Pania Khal between the Dlialeswari and 
Buriganga rivers ; 

(lit) the improvement of tlie Dholai Khal, with a connection to the 
Balu river at Domra ; ami 

(tV) the improvement of the Sitallakhya Khal to give direct communi- 
cation betwetm Dacca and Narayanganj. 

(c) and ((i) The office was creat(»d for the purpose of carrying out certain 
special inquiries, and would naturally cease to exist after these inquiries had 
been completed and the (ionnected report has been submitted. The question 
of the advisability of extending the scopes of the inquiries is, however, now 
under consideration ; but Government are at present not in a position to make 
any definite statement on the subject.” 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq 

XXXIX. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) whether mohurrirs in the Bengal Secretariat are eligible for pro 
motion to the general clerical service; 

(H) how many such {irornotions have been made since 1912, both in the 
case of temporary and permanent appointments; and 

(in) how many of such promotions were in each case given to Muham- 
madans ? 

S Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
names of the present mohurrirs in the Bengal Secretariat and their 
lespective educational qualifications ? 

(c) Will the Government be plea.sed to state the minimum qualificnli<iiis 
required for admission — 

(i) into the Upper Division and Lower Division clerkships in the 
Bengal Secretariat , and 

(it) as clerks under the various Heads of Departments? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ («) (*) They are eligible for appointments if they pass the clerkship 
oxamination and are otherwise qualified under the rules. 

(«) There have been two such permanent appointments in the Finan- 
cial Department, one temporary appointment in the Revenue 
Department and two in the General Department (in leave 
vacancies ). 
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{lit) One in the General Department. * 

(i) A statement is laid on the table 

(c) (^*) and (lY) The Hon’ble Member is referred to rules 3, 15 to 17, 

20 and 21 of the Rules for the Reflation of Appointment in the 
Clerical Service of the Secretariat of the Government of Bengal, 
a ^copy of which is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to hy the llonble Mr. Donald in his answer to question 
No, XXXIX {u7istarred) ashed hy the Hon hie Maulvi A. K, Fazhul-Haq 
at the Council meeting of the 19ih August, 1918. 


Financial Department 

Revenue Dej)artment 
General Department 

Political Department 


(1) Surenclra Nath De 

(2) Dhirendra Nath Bose 

(3) Aautosh Das 

(1) Khagendra Nath Ganguli 

(1) Jatindra Nath Goswami 

(2) Hijay Kumar Mukherji 

(1) Gopi Krishna Barkar 

(2) Giridhari Mukherji 

(3) Dhone Krishna Daw 


... ^ 


^No particular quali- 
fications. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 


XL. 

With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. LXXIV' of 
the 20th November, 1917, are, the Government in a position to make any state- 
ment with regard to the manufacture in Bengal of paper pulp from bamboo 
and sabai grass, and the actual progress, if any, made in this direction ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ As regards sabai grass, it has. been used for many years for the manu- 
facture of paper in Bengal. As stated on the 20th November last, experi- 
ments have boon made in making paper-pulp from bamboo ; and such experi- 
ments are still being made. But Government are not in a position to make a 
public statement about the results of such experiments made by private 
firms.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XLI. 

Is it a fact that the power-house implements of the Dacca School 
of Engineering are ^ing to be sold ? If so, will the Government be pleased 
to state the reason therefor ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley. 

‘ It is not at present proposed to sell the Electric Generating Plant of 
the Dacca College.” 

: — t i ' 


Not printed in these Prooeediiigs. 
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f 

, By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra KtsHOR Ray Chaudhi ri : 

XLTl. 

With reference to the answer to my unsUirred question No. LXXIV of* 
the 3rd July. 1918, regarding the discharge of night-soil into the Ganges and 
its effect on public health, has the attention of the Government been drawn 
tt> a letter (No. 387 — 679-701. dated the 5th June, 1918) addi'essed by the 
Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal to the Chairman of certain riparian muni- 
cipalities, in which it was stated that samples of unfiltered water taken from 
the Ganges (Bhagirathi) were examined chendcally and bacteriologically, end 
as a result it was found that the water contained countless bacteria and it 
was indicated that it contained such « large amount of iKillution, probably 
derived from human excreta, as to render it dangerous to use it for drinking 
purposes ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Maeley : — 

I 

“ The answer is in the affirmative.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

XLiri. 

(а) What are the rales at which allowance's are paid to each of the 
wards of the Nawab family of Dacca ? 

(б) Have they been increased or cut dow'n since 1907 up till 191*^? If 
they have been curtailed in any instances, why? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, Kerr : — 

“(a) and (/>) Tlie allowances paid to wards are matters of a private 
and ptM*sonal natun* an<l Government are not pn^pared to 
furnish any information regarding them.” 


By the TTon’ble Maulyt A. K, Fazl-fl-PIaq : — 

XLIV, 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{(i) the iiuml>er of clerks iu the oftiee of the Insfieetor-General of 
Prisons, Bengal , 

{b) how many of such clerk.s are Muhammadans ; 

{(') how many appointments as clerks have been made since 1912; and 
{d) how many of such ai)f)ointments were given to Muhammadans? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr — 

•‘(a) 23 
(i) None. 

(c) 10 (permanent). 

{d) None. 

The Inspector-General states that suitable Muhammadan candidates are 
unwilling to accept appointments in the lower grade of clerks, but his atten- 
tion is being called to the Government orders on the subject, and he is ^being 
instructed to make further efforts to secure suitable candidates by adveitising 
vacancies in Muhammadan papers and otherwise.” ^ 
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By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Ha^ : — 
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XLV. 

Will the Government be pleased to state the means that are adopted to 
advertise vacancies in the Secretariat and the offices under Heads of Depart- 
ments so as to give due notice to intending Muhammadan candidates? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to rule 21 {!) of the rules for the regu- 
lation of appointments in the clerical service of the Secretariat of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, a copy of which is laid on the table. In addition, if candi- 
dates are not available otherwise, notices are displayed at the entrances to the 
Secretariat, the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan 
Education is informed, and District Officers are consulted. 

The practice in the offices of Heads of Departments is not uniform, buE 
generally speaking, vacancies are advertised and in some instances special 
efforts made to get into touch with Muhammadan interests.” 


Rule 21 referred to in the above anstver. 


« « ♦ « « # 

21. (1) The head of un office will also reserve tlie power of appointing suitable 

Muhammadans to either the Upper Divtmon or the Lower Division. Jn the case of the 
Upper Division of the Secretariat every third appointment in each office made under rule \\ 
shall ordinarily be given to a Muhammadan, provided he possesses the educational quali- 
fications required by rule (a). In the Lower Division of the Departments of the Secre- 
tariat every third appointment in each office shall ordinarily be given to a Muhammadan 
who possesses the educational qualifications recjuired by rule lo and furnishes the evidence 
required by rule 16. Defore candidate'^ are selected for appointments in either Division, 
all vacancies shall be advertised in Muhammadan papers and Muhammadan Anjumans 
shall be informed. In the Lower Division such selection shall be made only when there 
is no suitable Muhammadan candidate in the competitive examination to wl»om the post 
can be ofrere<l. 

(2) Until the proportion of Muhammadans in the various offices reaches one-third 
the claims of qualified Muhammadan candiilates shall be considered in filling up all 
vacancies 




By the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem : — 

• XLV I. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

School. 

(i) the number of students admitted this year in the first-year class, 

Dacca Medical School, and how many of these were Hindus 
and how many Muhammadans; 

(ii) what was the number of Muhammadan candidates who applieii 

for admission in the first-year class this year in the Dacca 
Medical School; and 

{Hi) whether the rules framed by the Director of Public Instruction for 
the admission of Muhammadan boys in the public schools apply 
to Medical and Engineering schools? If not, do the Govein- 
ment propose to issue orders making them so applicable ? 
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Answer by the Hoh’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

“(f) and (lY) The following statoinont givi^s the information asked 



Hindus 

MuVtnm- 

mAiinttg. 

Otlu»ri 

Tatnl 

Number of oandulhtes who applied for 
a<lmt88ion into the Ist year class, 
Dacca Medical School, this year ... 

yjo 

32 


.V>7 

Numbers who presented themselves 
in person for admission 

^32 

H 

5 

24r> 

Numbers who have been actually 
admitted ... ... . . 

12:> 

S 

r> 

13H 


(lYf) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative ; as 
regai^ds the second part, the desirability of extending the rules 
ill this way will be further examined.'' 

The Hon'ble Maclvi Auul Kase.vi asked the following supplementary 
question : — 

“ Will the Government be pleased to state whether the students who 
applied for admission were asked to present themselves in person before the 
Superintendent of the School ? " 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

“ I would ask for notice of this question. I cannot reply to it without 
reference to the Superintendent of the School." 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Aminur R.\hman : — 

XLVTI. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of — 

(i) Honorary Magistrates, 

{ii) Jurors, and 
(iU) Assessors, 

in the Howrah courts, and how many in each of these classes are Muham- 
madans ; 

(b) the number of clerks in — 

(i) the Howrah Magistrate’s office, 

, (ii) the Howrah criminal courts, and 
(m) the Howrah civil courts ; 

and how many in each of these classes are Muhammsd.ins f 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Duval ; — 


“ A statement is laid* on the table — 


(а) (0 Honorary Magflatrates 
(ft) Jurors 

(Hi) Assessors 

(б) Clerks in — 

(») Howrah Magistrate’s office 
(ii) Howrah Criminal Courts 
(m) Howrah Civil Courts 



Total Mtihftoi' 

number mafiar-s 

44* 

611 14 


54 t r, 

56 4 
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By the Hon’ble Babc Bhabendra Chandra Ray ; — 

XLVm. 

In view of the reply of Government to my starred question No. 1 of the 
5th March, 1918, will the Government be pleased to state the number of 
zenana classes in the houses of Sub- Judges, Munsiffs, Deputy M^istrates 
and other gentlemen of position in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions 
which have been closqd during 1917-18, and the reasons why these classes 
were closed ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ One. It was closed because the pupils refused to submit to depart- 
mental rules.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 


XLIX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) the travelling allowance drawn by Miss Brock, month by month, 

during the last twelve months before she went on leave; 

(b) the number of schools visited by her each month during that period ; 

(c) the travelling allowance drawn by the Officiating Inspectress 

(luring the twelve months next following; and 

(d) the number of schools visited by the Officiating Inspectress each 

month during that period ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

■' (a) to ((/) A statement is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to btf the Hon'hle Mr. O’Malley, in his answer to 
(/uestion N^o. (unstarred) asked by the Hon' ble B.ABU Bhabendra 

Chandra Kay, at the Council Meeting of the-l'Jth August. showing 
the amount of trarelling allowance drawn by Miss Brock and the 
number of schools impeded by her during the last twelve months before 
she went on leave. 


Moutli 

October, 1915 


Amount 

Rs. A. 
101 10 

p. 

0 

Number of 
schools 
inspected 

2 

November „ ... 


216 

8 

0 

3 

December „ ... 


41 

12 

0 

2 

January, 1916 


:107 

13 

0 

11 

February „ ... 


296 

12 

0 

10 

March „ 


329 

2 

0 

10 

April „ ... 


109 

0 

0 

8 

May „ ... 


257 

15 

0 

7 

June „ ... 


198 

2 

6 

5 

July „ ... 


163 

0 

6 

10 

Aiiffunt „ ... 


148 

0 

0 

11 

September „ ... 


46 

2 

0 

3 


Total 

... 2,215 

13 

0 

82 
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statement showing the amount of travelling alloivanee dratvn hy li£iss H. 
Hose and, the nnmher of schools inspected by her during the period of 
twelve months from October, J916, to September. 1917. 


Month. 


Amount 


Number of 
aohoola 
inn|>eoted. 



Re. 

A. 

P. 


October, 1916 

... 

87 

0 

0 

8 

November „ 


I6r> 

12 

0 

16 

December „ ... 


175 

4 

0 

8 

January, 1917 ... 


266 

13 

9 

18 

February „ 


188 

0 

9 

17 

March „ 


:u)8 

13 

0 

21 

April „ 

. * • 

78 

11 

0 

7 

May „ ... 

• •• 

243 

8 

0 

15 

June 

... 

96 

2 

0 

9 

July 

... 

171 

4 

0 

24 

Auij:ust „ ... 

... 

140 

6 

0 

11 

September ,, 

... 

292 

3 

0 

30 


Total 

... 2,213 

13 

6 

184 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

L. 

Will the Government lx? pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(a) the number of assistants appointed in the Bengal Secretariat since 

1912, whose (jualifications were below the minimum laid down 
for such appointments ; 

(b) how many of such appointments were given to Muhammadans 

(with their names) ; and 

(c) the reasons for their appointment in each case in violation of the 

prescribed rule as to qualification ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“(a) and (6) The following statement gives t,he information required : — 



Fiiiuticial 

IVprtrtment. 

General 

iVparfment. 

1 I^oJitical 
j Departineut. 

Legialativc 

Department. 

^ Revenue 
Department. 

Number <if ABHistantH uppoinU^l, 
though not qualitieti. 

0 

2 

i 

1 

' 

r* 

2 

Number of MuhammadauB ... j 

1 

1 


i 

1 >t 

! 

! 

... 


• ManlTl KsMt-uI-Bmud. 1 MaulTi Halyad Nuir Ahnwi. 

Mulwhl M*usurft Qaftdari. 

t SAiyad Abul Hamid. Mauivi Kiioodakar. 

Maaivi Monainoul Uaqoe. 


(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply g^veii by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Donald to question No. XXXI asked by the Hon’ble Babu 
Bhabendra Chandra Ray on the 3rd July, 1917.” 


Appointmi 
in tho B«ii 
Secretariat 
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.By the Hqa’bie Babu Bhabendka Chandra Ray : — 

■ LI. 

With reference to the reply of Government to my starred question 
No. 3 of the 14th March, 1918. will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the twenty girls’ schools within tiie road distance of 

10 to 20 miles from a railway station or a halting place which 
have been visited by the Officiating Inspectress of Schools 
within the last twelve months ; 

(ii) who accompanied the Officiating Inspectress to these schools; 

(iii) what was the distance of each school from a railway station or a 

halting place; 

(iv) the names of the railway stations or halting places from which the 

distance has been calculated ; 

(v) the dates on which those schools were inspected ; 

(vi) whether other schools were visited on those dates, if so, which; 

and 

(vii) what was the total road distance travelled on each of those dates ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

(i), (iVi), [iv], (w), (vi) and {vii). A staUmimt is laid on the table. 
(it) Government have no information. 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. O’MALLEY, his answer to question 
No. LI (u os tar red) asked ty ttte Hon'ble Babu Buabendra Chandra 
Ray, at the Council Meetinii of the 19th August, 1918. 



Name of scin ut. 

DUtaooe of 
the «oiiool 
from the 
railway 
atatlon or 
liRltlua 
place. 

N «me of the railway 
station or lialttaff 
place from wMcIi the 
(llstauoe has lH>eu 
calculated. 

DAto of luspectiOD. 

Ksmo of other schools 
visited OD the w»y on 
that very day. 

Total road 
distance 
travelled on 
evU of 
thuec dates. 



Miles. 




1 

Mile*.. 

1. 

BIliinpiir GirU' School 

20 

Miduapore 

... 

Ist March, 1917 

Nil 

20 

2. 

Chandiboti Girls’ School 

10 

Coiitai 

... 

6th March, 1917 

Paikbar 

11 

3. 

Taiichiarra Girls’ School 

17 

Suri 

... 

23rd March, 1917 

Hetainpiir 

17 

4. 

Ariadah Girls’ School 

lU 

Calcutta 

... 

17th May. I9l7 

Bar an agar and 

Dakshineswar. 

12 

5. 

Sultaupur Zenana CIubh 

17 

Basirhat 

... 

20th June, 1917 

Nil 

17 

r>. 

Kamiiagar Girin’ School 

16 

Kriahtiagur 


9th July, 1917 

Kasyappara 

16 

7. 

Amadpur Model GirU’ 
School. 

20 

Burdwan 

... 

12th Se teniher, 

' 1917. 

Nil 

20 

8. 

Tantiparu Girla’ Muktab 

10 

Suri 

... 

20th SeptenilxT, 
1917. 

GoUara 

13 

9. 

Aral! a Girls' Muktab .. 

15 

- 

... 

2 Ist September, 
1917. 

Nil 

15 

10. 

Miikbasan Girla’ Muktab 

20 

Midnapore 

... 

2 1 » t J anuary ,1918 

Nil 

20 

11. 

Anandapur Girla’ Muktab 

15 

• •• 

22nd January, 1918 

Nil 

15 

12. 

Panchtliupe Girls’ 

School 

10 

Kandi 

... 

8th February, 

1918. 

Bagdanga 

1 

13. 

Bhogirath}‘ur Girls’ 

School 

20 

! Berhampore 

... 

I2tb February, 
1918, 

Nil 

20 

14. 

Naahipur Girin’ School 

n 

” 

... 

14 th February, 

1918. 

Lalbag 

12 

15. 

Taki Model Girls’ School 


Basirhat Kuchari 

I9th February, 
1918. 

Zenana Agency... 

14* 

16. 

Iswarigaclti Peasant 

Girls* School. 

16 

1 

... 

20 th February, 

1918. 

Nil 

16 

17. 

Sripur Girls’ School ... 

15 


- 1 

22nd February, 
1918. 

Nil 

15 

18. 

Jhinkra Central Gather- 
ing Class. 

10 

Amta ICailway 

Station. 

2nd April. 1917 

Nil 

10 

19. 

Kusumgori Girls’ 

Muktab. 

18 

(on the 
way). 
20 

Suri 

1 

17th Septombor, 
1917. 

Nil 

18 

20. 

Shantiiajpur C. M. S. 
Girls' School. 

Viaramara Rail- 
way atation. 

5th May 

Nil 

20 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LIl. 

(а) Is it a fact that Mr. Payne, Chairman of the Corporation of Calcutta, cimimiau 

did not offer to sit on the present Lighting Committee of the Corporation in 
order to give a chance to the members of the said Committee to conduct the 
business of the Committee themselves ? tiio Lighti 

(б) When the Chairman does not happen to be a member of a committee, 
do not the rules require such committee to choose its own President ( 

(c) Was the retirement of Mr. Payne from the Ligliting C\>mnTittee 
conditional upon his choosing its President himself ? 

(d) Is it a fact that on a recent occasion he asked a Tuember of the 
Committee to elect Mr. CV>tton, i c.s., as f'hair i,: n of tlie said ( Ornmiltee ? 

If so, why ? 

(e) Is it not the declared policy of (ioveinment that no oliicial inter- 
ference should be made in the election of members (Nf co!]iraittees of hual 
bodies ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a), (c) and (d) Government have no inlonnation. 'J'hest* are matt(*rK 
concerning the Corporation and tlie information should be asked for at a 
meeting of the Corporation. 

(i) This is the rule for special committees. 

(e) Ye^r 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LIII. 

(a) Is it a fact that the Divisional Inspectors of Schools are f)ermitted tHvinionni 

to spend a month at Darjeeling every year? ii.HpecL.m 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table any circular 
or order in this behalf and state the amount of emoluments enjoyed, and the 
nature of the work done, by such Inspectors during this period of recess? 

(c) When did this practice originate and for what reasoiis ( 


Answer by the Honhle Mr. O’Malley : — 

‘‘(a) and (6) A copy^ of Governiiumt Order No. 1780 T.G.. dat(*d 2*lth 
September, 1912, is laid on the table. It will be seen that all InHjx^ctorH of 
Schools, except tle^ Inspector of Schools, Hajshahi Division, are permitted to 
spend one mouth in the year (from 20th May to 2()th ,June) in Darjeeling 
subject to eertain conditions. The case* of the Ins (H)tor of Schools, Uajshalii 
Division, is governed by Government Order No. 8b7(>, datrid 7tli August. 1908, 
as modified by Government Order No. 2185 T.G., tlated 8 I si October, 1910, of 
which copies are also laid on the table. 

The Inspectors of Schools draw only their salary if they sp(ind on month 
in Darjeeling, and they are n^sponsihle for the; wf)rk in tlndr Divisions during 
this period. 

(c) This arrangement was sanctioned in 1912 on the following 
grounds : — 

(/) that daring the month in question the schools are chased for the 
summer vacation, so that there is no inspection to be done and 
work is light ; 

{2) that a visit to Darjeeling at this time of the year would benefit 
the health of the officers concerned and lead to increased 
efficiency ; and 

(3) that it would give them an opportunity to study educational and 
administration questions, and to discuss them with one another 
, and with the Director of Public Instruction.” 


* Not printed in theiie ProcecMlinge. 
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By the Hon’ble Babv Brojendra KisaoR Ray Chaudhtjri : — 

LIV. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving the 
names of municipalities that have got a Health Officer or a Sanitary 
Inspector, as the case may be, showing in each instance the pay allowed to 
such officers? 

(b) Are the Government in a position to make a statement showing 
sanita^ improvements carried out by these officers in their respective 
municipalities ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) Government regret that the information is not available.” 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley, in his answer to question 
No. LTV (unslarred) asked by the Hon'TTle Babu Brojendra Kishor 
Kay Cuaudhuri at the Council Meeting of the 19 th August'. 1918 , show- 
ing the names of municipalities that have got a Health Officer ora Satii- 
tary Inspector with the pay alloived. 


j NmiiLter of 

Nuino of municipality. iieultli Otticern 

I upf>()iiitc<l 


Ks. 

I UX> 

.'iO— 100 
: 50— 5— lUO 

! 50- .5—100 
, 50_5_](K) 
5(J — 5 — 100 
50—5—100 
50—5—100 
50— 5— 100 
50— .5— 100 
50—5— 1(K» 
50—5—100 
50 — o— 100 
50—5— 1 00 
.50—5—100 
5-j_5— 100 
50—5—100 
50—5—100 
50—5—100 
50— .5— 100 
50—5—100 
50— 5— 100 
50—5—100 
50—5—100 
50-5—100 
50-5-100^ 

1 


Ks. 


Burdwaii 

1 15(i— 10— SOO 2 

Kaliui 

... • ... i . ... 1 

Kiitwa 

I 

Kanigunj 

... : ... ... 1 

Siiri 

... : ... ’ .. 1 

l^aiikuru 

’ ... ' ... 1 

Vishnuiiur 

...' ... i ... 1 

Miilnajxiie 

... ; 1 i 150—10—300 ' 2 

Tam Ink 

...! ... , ... 1 

Hooghly-Chinsnra 


llttarpara' 

... . ... 1 ... 1 

Baidyabati 

... i ... ... 1 

B had res war 

... 1 ... ... 1 

Howrah 

... i 1 500— 40— 700 , • 4 

Bally 

... j ... ... 1 

("osslpore-Chitpur 

... 1 1 300—20—500 2 

Maniktola 

3 

South Suburban 

.... 1 150““10™"300 1 

Toily^unge ... * 

... 1 ... ... 1 

Garden Keacli ... 

... 1 1 150—10—300 1 

Budge Budge ... 

... 1 1 150-10—300 1 

Bamuagore ^ ... 

... 1 1 150—10—300 1 1 

Kamarhati 

... 1 

Rujpur 

... 1 

South Dum-Dum 

... , 1 

Parfthati 

.... 1 

North Barrackpore 

... 1 
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Name of muutci{>aUty. 

Number of 
Health Officers' 
appointed, j 

Pav. : 

! 

Number of J 
Sanitary 1 
Inspectors 
appointed, j 

Pay. 



Rs. 

i 

Rs. 

Titagarh 

... 


2 

50—5—100 

Garulia 

... 


1 

50—5—100 

Naihati 

... 

• • • 

1 

50—5—100 

Halisliahur 


.. 

1 

50—5—100 

Bliatpani 

' 1 

150—10—300 

2 

50—5—100 

Bamset 



1 

50— 5— 100 

Basirhat 


• • • 

1 

50—5—100 

KriHlmagore 

i 

150—10—300 

1 

50—5—100 

Nadia 

... 

• • • 

1 

50—5—100 

Ranaghat 


• • • 

1 

50—5—100 

Santipur 

"i 

150—10—300 

1 

50-5—100 

Kunlitia 


• • • 

1 ' 

50—5—100 

Berhainpore 

1 

150—10—300 

1 

50—5—100 

Murshidabad ... 



1 

50—5—100 

Aziingaiij 


... 

1 

50—5—100 

Jangipur 



1 

50—5—100 

Jessore 


. . . 

1 

50—5—100 

Khulna 



1 

50— 5— KM » 

Satkhira 


... 

1 

50—5—100 

Rampur-Boalia 

i 

150— 10— 3(X) 

1 

50—5—100 

Natore 


1 

1 

50—5—100 

Dinajpur 

"i 

150—10—300 

. . . 

... 

Jalpaiguri 



1 

50—5—100 

Rangpur 


... ; 

1 

100 

Bogra 



1 

50—5—100 

Pabna 


1 

1 

50—5—100 

Sirajganj 



1 

50— 5— KMJ 

English Bazar ... 


... j 

1 

50—5—100 

Nawabganj ... ... 


... 

1 

50—5—100 

Dacca 

i 

300— 20— 500 

3 

.50—5—100 

Narayanganj 

i 1 

150—10—300 

1 

50— 5— 1(X) 

Mymensiiigh 

j 

15()_]()_300 

1 

50— 5— 100 

Netrokona 

i 

... 

1 

50—5—100 

Jamalpur 


... 

1 

50— 5— 100 

Sherpur 



i 1 

50— ,5— 100 

Kishoreganj 


. . . 


50—5—100 

Tangail 


... 

1 1 

100 

Faridpur 



, J 

50— 5— 1(K) 

Madaripur 


, . . 

( f 

50 

Barisal 



1 

50—5—100 

Jhalakati 



' 1 

50—5—100 

Pirojpur 


. . . 

i 1 

50—5—100 

Chittagong 

I 

150— 10— 3(H) 

2 

50—5—100 

Noakhali 

1 

... 

1 

50—5—100 

Comilla 

! 


1 

50—5—100 

Brahmanbaria ... 



1 

50—5—10) 

Chandpur 



1 

50—5-101 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Aminur Rahman : — 

LV. 

(a) Is it a fact that in the Howrah Local Board, out of the total number Howr«b 
of nine niembers, there is only one Muhammadan member and the remaining ** 
eight are Hindus ? * - » “ 
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{h) Is it a fact that at the last nomination a large number of influential 
local people, both Hindus and Muhammadans, including some Hindu Vakila 
and Zfamindars, petitioned the Magistrate to nominate a second Muhammadan 
to the said Local Board? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state why the Subdivisi<mal 
Officer still did not nominate another Muhammadan to the said Local Board ?' 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing the 
number of Muhammadan members on the said Local Board ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

(a) Yes. 

(&) A petition was forwarded by the Secretary of the Muhammadan- 
Association proposing the appointment of a certain Muhammadan, who was 
found unsuitable. 

(c) Government have no information about nominations made by the 
Subdivisional Officer. It is reported that another Muhammadan suitable for 
appointment was not available. 

(d) No. The appointments have already been made by the Commissioner 
under sect, ion 1 1 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Ktshor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

LVl. 

(a) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. IX of 
the 28th March, 1918. has any further inquiry been made regarding the 
prevalence of Kala-azar in Tangail ? Is there any special treatment lor the 
disease? If so, what arrangements have been made at the charitable dis- 
pensaries in the mufassal for this special treatment ? 

(b) Has any further inquiry been made regarding the prevalence of 
Kala-azar in Eastern Bengal and what preventive measures, if any, have been 
taken ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr.. O’Malley : — 

(а) It is reported that since August, 1917, 229 cases of Kala-azar have 
been treated at dispensaries in the Tangail subdivision, and that the latest 
treatment of intravenous injections of antimony has been given. 

(б) No special enquiry has been made, but Government will consult the 
Sanitary Commissioner on the question of making one. So far as Govern- 
ment are aware, preventive measures, which are a matter for local bodies,^ 
have not been taken. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

LVIl. 

(a) Are there any charitable Ayurvedic dispensaries in Bengal 
which are maintained or subsidised by Government or Municipal or District 
l^ard funds ? 

(b) Is it a fact that, in some other provinces, Ayurvedic charitable 
dispensaries are maintained by District Boards ? 

Answer by the Hon’hle Mr. Donald : — 

“ (a) No Ayurvedic dispensaries are maintained or subsidised by Gov- 
ernment or maintained by any local bodies in Bengal. The only loc^ body 
which subsidises such a dispensary is the Calcutta Corporation, which has 
recently sanctioned an annual grant of Rs. 2,500 to the Astanga Ayurveda 
Vidyalaya. 

(b) Government have no information.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaddhuri : — 

LVIll. 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing the number 
of applications received up to date for permission to manufacture salt in ** ' 
Bengal, the purport of such applications, and the places of the proposed manu- 
facture in each of the cases of those whose applications have been granted ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ A statement givinjj the desired information is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to hy the Hon’ble Mr. Don.ild in his answer to question 
No. LVIII {unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor 
Ray Chaddhuri at the Council Meeting of the 19th August, 1918. shewing 
the applications received up to date for permission to manufacture salt. 


No. Natuea of applicants Purport of applications 

Sarendra Chandra Ghoshal Applied for a licence to manufacture 
and Digendra Chandra salt on reasonable terms. 

Ghoshal, Merchants, 

Chittagong. 


2 . 


Mohendra Chandra Ghosal Applied for a license to manufacture 
and others, salt mer* salt from sea-water on payment of 
chants, Chittagong. the requisite fees and other charges 

and under such rules as may be 
framed by Government. 


3. Abdul Barik Haji, Saudip, Asked for permission to manufacture 
Noakhali. and sell salt at Bandip, Chur Badu, 

Char Biddhi and other places, on an 
agreement for ten years on payment 
of duty of Rs. 1,0(K) annually. 

Asked for permission to manufacture 
salt experimentally from salt earth, 
sand and saline ashes for a period of 
six months, on payment of duty and 
under the supervision of the exist- 
ing prevent! ve stair, 

5. Mr. Glen George ... Applied for a license to manufacture 

salt from sea-water on payment of 
duty in the Midnapore district. 


4. Mr. B. C. Dass, retired Bub- 
Deputy Collector, Cox’s 
Bazar, Chittagong. 


The applicants in cases Nos. 1 and 2 wore asked to re-examine their 
proposal in consultation with the Salt Department and have since given no 
further indication of their intentions. The third and fourth applications 
were reiected. It is proposed shortly to sanction the fifth application. 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

LIX. 

Considering the very high rate of infantile mortality in Calcutta and supply 
other big towns of the Presidency, are the Government considering the pur® mitii 
desirability of organising a cheap supply of pure milk and also of the 
appointment of lady health visitors wherever such may be necessary ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

‘‘No. These are matters with which municipal authorities are primarily 

ccHioemed. 
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By the Hon’ble Mr. Aminur Rahman ;— 

LX. 

(a) Will the Govemnjent be pleased to state, class by class, how many 
Muhammadan students are now studying in the Sibpur Engineering College*? 

(b) Will the Grovernment be pleased to state what concessions and privi- 
leges there are to attract Muhammadan students to that branch of study ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the Muhammadan students of the 
said college are put to great difficulty in regard to their food arrangements, 
and that they have to bear comparatively heavy expenses for it ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of relaxing the rule 
enjoining compulsory residence in the case of Muhammadan stu^nts and 
allowing them to live outside and attend the college? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) The numbers are — 

Engineering Department — 

Ist year 2 
2nd „ 1 

4th 1 

Apprentice classes, Sub-Overseer — 

2nd year 1 

Mechanical and Electrical— 

Ist year 2 
3rd „ , 2 

Mining — 

3rd year 1 

(b) The following concessions and privileges are enjoyed by Muham- 
madan students : — 

(/) Mess. — Government has given a grant for mess furniture, cooking 
utensils, crockery, etc. In other messes the cost of these items 
falls on the students. 

Government maintain a cook and a mess servant for the 
Muhammadan mess thus relieving them of establishment ex- 
penses that are borne by the students in other messes. 

Government pay to each resident Muhammadan student a 
monthly stipend fixed at a value calculated to reduce the 
capita cost of their messing to about the same figure as in the 
Hindu students’ mess. 

(2) Scholarships and reduced fees. Engineering Department. — There are 
four Mohsin scholarships of Ks. 10 each available for Bengali 
Muhammadans ; there are only four students in the Department. 

Apprentice Department. — 100 per cent, of the Bengali Muhammadan 
students are on a reduced scale of fees, equivalent to a stipend of 
Rs. 10 monthly. 

There is also one Mohsin scholarship of Rs. 6 in the Sub-Overseer 
class for Bengali Muhammadans and the Sibpur Goliege shares 
with the Dacca School of Engineering another Mohsin schdar- 
ship of Rs. 5. 

There is also one Elliot scholarship of Rs. 6 monthly. 

(c) No. 
id) No." 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LXI 

(a) Are the Gk)vernment considering the desirability of postponing the 
Bengal Vill^e Self-Government Bill till it has been examined with reference 
to the principles laid down in the recent Government of India Resolution on 
Local ^If-Govemment and the Report on the Indian Constitutional Reforms ? 

(h) Are the Government aware of a feeling among the public that such 
a piece of legislation should not be undertaken till the larB^r issues raised by 
the Report on Indian Constitutional Reforms are settled ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 


{a) No. 

(b.) No. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LXII 

{a) Are the Government considering the desirability of ap}:>ointing a 
committee of officials and non-officials to consider and suggest suit^le 
measures of reform in accordance with the principles laid down in the Gov- 
ernment of India Resolution on Local Self-Government, dated the 16tb May, 
1918? 

(6) Are the Government aware that such a committee has been recently 
appointed in the United Provinces? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (o) No. Tlie resolution is under consideration and il has not yet been 
decided what action shall be taken on it. 

{b) No”. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

LXIII .... 

Are the Government considering the desirability of — 

{a) co-ordinating the rules and regulations, courses of study and exam- 
inations of the Sibpur Apprentice Department, and the Dacca School of 
Engineering; and 

(6) removing all inequalities in the matter of status and the prospects 
of teachers of these two institutions, and in the matter of appointments and 
other privileges of the students thereof ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (o) No. The present rules and regulations are based cm the recom- 
mendations of the heads of the two institutions. The courses of study have 
been co-ordinated so far as they cover the same ground. 

.(6) No. There is no inequality of prospects between teachers of equal 
status on the two staffs. The students have equal opportunities of training 
pnder the Public Works Dejjartment and equal chances of appointment to 
that Department.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babd Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LX IV 

In view of the reply of Government to clauses {d) and {e) of my 
starred question No. 2 of the 14th March, 1918, will the Government be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether, when visiting the sadar town schools, the Officiating 

Inspectress of Schools has required the attendance of the 
Deputy Inspectors, notwithstanding the fact that there were 
already two Assistant Inspectresses with her; 

(ii) whether Miss Brock, the permanent incumbent, ever took, on any 

ground, the Assistant Inspectress of Schobls for zenana work 
and Muhammadan education, to Hindu schools? If not, why 
has the Officiating Inspectress to do so ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (*) The Officiating Inspectress of Schools, Presidency and Burdwan 
Divisions, has rarely required any Deputy Inspector of Schools to accompany 
her to sadar town schools. In some instances, however. Deputy Inspectors 
of Schools have come to these schools of their own accord to see the 
Inspectress of Schools. 

(tt) Miss Brock, the permanent Inspectress, used to take tlie Assistant 
Inspectress for Zenana work and Muhammadan Education with her to Hindu 
schools when she intended to visit a maktah or zenana agency immediately 
after finishing her work in a Hindu school, or in some cases when she had to 
consider the desirability of opening a zenana agencj' or a Muhammadan 
school in the place where a Hindu school is situated. The same practice is 
followed by Mies Bose, the officiating Inspectress.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

LXV 

(а) Regarding the abolition of the mechanical and electrical branches 
of the overseer course at Dacca, owing to the paucity of students, has the 
attention of Government been drawn to a statement made by the Principal, 
Civil Engineering College, Sibpur. in his last annual report that the great 
industrial development the war has caused has produced an insatiable 
demand for mechanical and electrical engineers and that this has been 
evident at Sibpur by an annual rush of applicants for admission to mechanical 
engineering and mining classes ? 

(б) In view of the situation created by the war, as stated in the annual 
report of the Sibpur College referred to above, are the Government considering 
the desirability of reconsidering their decision regarding the discontinuance 
of the mechanical and electrical course at Dacca ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

(а) The Principal has stated in his last annual report that the demand 
for electrically and mechanically trained men is increasing fast and that 
there has been an unusual rush of applicants for the mechanical and electri- 
cal and mining classes. 

(б) No.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

LXVI 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement contain- 
ing— 

(i) the list of septic tanks from which night-soil is discharged into 
the Ganges water, 
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(it) the tot^ number of operatives now employed by each mill having 
septic tank installation, and * 

(tit) the names of villages and municipalities within whose jurisdiction 
they are located ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

‘‘ A statement is laid on the table showing — 

(0 the septic tanks of which the effluent discharges into the 
Hooghly ; 

(iV) the number of operatives employed by each mill having septic 
tanks ; and 

(tit) the places where they are situated. 

No septic tank discharges night-soil into the river.” 


State^nt referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley, in, his answer to qnes- 
tion No. hXVI (tinstarred) asked by the Hoti'ble Rai Mahenura 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur the Council Meeting of the 19th August, 


List Of septic tank installation of whioh the effluent disoharges 

into the Hooghly. 

Average daily 
number of 

Namef* of Rcptic tanks employed in Names of places witbia 

luill. huving 
Heptic tank 
mstullationh 

District Hoochly. 


(1) Hastings Jute Mill ... 

(2) Wellington Jute Mill 
(1 ) Champdani Jute Mill 

(1) North Shamnagar Jute Mill 
(2; Victoria Jute Mill, No. 1 
(8) Victoria Jute Mill, No. II 

(1) Northbrook Jute Mill 

(2) Dalhousie Jute Mill 


6.797 1(1) Hishra-K o n n a g a r 

4,848 j Municipality. 

8.797 (2) Baidyabati Muni- 

cipality. 

4 705 I Bhadreswar Muni- 
2,481 j cipulity. 

8,057 W4) Champdani Muni- 

2,081 j cipality. 


District Howrah 


(1) Septic tank at third class Pas- 

senger Shed, Howrah. 

(2) Septic tank at Howrah General 

Hospital. 

(8) Central Jute Mill 

(4) Burn & Co.’s Workshop 

(5) Ganges Jute Mill, No. I 

(6) Ganges Jute Mill, No. II 

(7) Jessop & Co.’s Workshop 

(8) East Indian Railway Coal 

Yard. 

(9) East Indian Railway New 

Goods Shed. 

(Ij Bally New Jute Mill 

(2) East Indian Railway Engineer- 

ing Works, Lillooab 

(3) Baranagore Jute Factory. 


8,804 I 
8,920 (d) 
4,484 f 
5,858 
800 


4,151) 

\( 2 ) 
4,182 J 


Howrah Municipa- 
lity. 


Bally Municipality. 


District 24-Parganas. 


(1) Bengal Cotton Mill 

(2) Clive Jute Mill, No. I 

(3) Olive Jute Mill, No. II 

(4) Hooghly Mills Co., Ld. 


3,476 \ 

3*^5 [(1) Garden Reach. 
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Naa»e«> of neptic tanka. 


Av«mM dail> 
number of 
operatives 
employed in 
mills having 
septic tank 
installations 


Names of places within 
which situated, 


(5) Deal Cotton Mill 

(1) Kalli Brothera’ Jute Presa 

(1) Bnrauaf^ore Jute Mill, North ... 

(2) Barauagore Jute Mill, South ... 
(J) Baranagore .1 u te 'Mill, East 

(4) Gun and Shell Factory, Oossi- 
pore ... 

(1) Kaiuiirhati Jute Mill. No. I 
(t) Kamarhati ,Tute Mill, No. II 

(1) Khardah Jute Mill, No. I 

(2) Khardah .Tute Mill, No. 11 

(1) Gun and Shell Factory, Isha- 

pore 

(2) Rifle Factory 

(,1) KinniHoii .lute Mill, No. 1 
(2) Kinuison Jute Mill, No. If 
(8) Standard , lute Mill 

(4) Titutjhar Jute Mill, No. I 

(5) Titagllar Jute Mill, No. II 
(1) Gouripur Jute Mill. No. 1 
(2; Gouripur Jute Mill, No. II 

(1) Reliance Jute Mill 

(2) Upper Anglo-Indian Jute Mill 

(3) Middle Anglo-Indian Jute Mill 

(4) Lower Anglo-Indian Jute Mill 

(5) South Alliance Jute Mill 

(6) North Alliance Jute Mill 
17) Auckland Jute Mill 

(8) Shamnagar .lute Mill, No. I 

(9) Shamnagar .lute Mill, No. II ... 

(10) Kankiuarah .lute Mill, No. I ... 

(11) Kankinarah Jute Mill. No. II ... 

(1) ludo-Burmah Oil Co.’k Dejx't ... 

(2) Asiatic Petroleum Co.. Ltl. 

(3) Caledonian .Into Mil l.s 

(4) South Union Jute Mill 

(1) National Jute Mill (Satikrail) 

(2) Fort Gloster .Tute Mill No. 1 .. 

(3) Fort Gloster Jute Mill. No. II ... 

(4) Lawrence Jute Mill (Chakasi) 

(5) Delta .Tute Mill (Manikpur) 


1,925 

3,148 

5,305 

3,057 

5, 8.^ 9 
3.441 
4.802 
4,(>50 
5.223 

6.649 

4,523 

5.291 

2,751 

3,974 

5,968 

7.002 

4,012 

5,491 

6,570 

3,629 

5,243 

3.065 

2.791 

2,865 

2.726 

4,257 

1,822 

3,736 

4,103 

300 

9.39 

3,612 

3,890 

3,944 

3.655 

4.413 

4.273 

4.429 


Amalgamated with 

Bengal Cotton Mill. 
(2) Cossipor e-C hitpur 
Municipality. 


^(3) Baranagore 
pality. 


Munici- 


(4) Kamarhati Munici- 

pality. 

(5) South Barrackpore 

Municipality. 

(6) North Barrackpore 

Municipality. 


^(7) Titagarh 
pality. 


Munici- 


(8) Naihati Municipality. 


^(9) Bhatpara 
pality. 


Munici- 


(10) Budge-Budge Muni- 
cipality. 

j (11) Howrah district 
} outside Municipal 

I limits. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

LXVll. 

(а) Is it a fact that Babu Kumud Behari Mullick, Subdivisional Officer 
of Kalna, in the district of Burdwan, exercised his official influence to secure 
the election of Babu Jogesh Chandra Mitter, Sub-Registrar of Kalna, as 
Chairman of the Kalna Municipality ? 

(б) Is it a fact that Babu Kumud Behari Mullick, Subdivisional Officer 
of Kalna, asked the Rev. Dr. E. Muir, m.d., of the Kalna Mission, to exercise 
influence with his assistant, who is a Municipal Commissioner of Kalna, to 
support the election of Babu Jogesh Chandra Mitter as Chairman of the 
Kalna Municipality, and that the reverend gentleman refused to do so? 

(c) Is it a fact that Babu Jogesh Chandra Mitter was elected Chairmim 
of the Kalna Municipality and wat the District Magistrate of Burdwan, in 
deference to public opinion, refused to permit him to act as Cbainnan ! 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

(a) From an inquiry made by the District Magistrate it appears that it 
is not a fact. 

(b) Government are informed that the Subdivisional Officer had no talk 
or correspondence w'th the Rev. Dr. Muir on the subject of t he candidature 
of Babu Jogesh Chandra Mitter. 

(c) Babu Jqgesh Chandra Mitter, who is Sub-Registrar of Kalna. was 
elected Chairman of the Kalna Municipality. The Commissioner was of 
opinion that he should not serve as Chairman as he would thereby be brought 
into conflict with party factions at Kalna to the detriment of the proper 
<lischarge of his official duties. Babu .Jogesh Chandra Mitter was aecoi^lingly 
called upon to resign the office of Cliairman and did so on L‘Uli .July. 1918. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Ktshor R\y Chaudhurt : — 

LXVIII. V 

Will the Government be pleased to explain the preventive and remedial Roiutai*! * 
measures that are usually adopted by the Government at the outbreak of such 
-diseases as cholera, small-pox and plague in the rural areas? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley . — 

The responsibility for the prevention of epidemic distiasos in rural areas 
rests with the District Boards. When an outbreak of small-pox occurs, the 
Civil Surgeon deputes licensed vaccinators to vaccinate the people of the 
^affected area, and, when necessary, the Sanitary Commissioner deputes an 
officer to advise and report. When there is an outbreak of plague (which is 
fortunately rare) the District Magistrate, in consultation with the Civil 
Surgeon, deputes medical officers to treat patients, to arrange for the disinfec- 
tion of houses and to inoculate any persons who are willing to be inoculated : 
the SaTiitary Commissioner also deputes an officer to advise the local officers 
and report to liimself on the action taken. In other cases District Boards 
take action to prevent the spread of epidemic disease by deputing medical 
officers, disinfecting sources of water-supply, etc., and the Sanitary Coinmis- 
■sioner, wlien necessary, deputes officers to advise and report.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhurt : — 

LXTX 

(а) Have the Government any definite policy of sanitary development Pwtrict HemJt 

in rural areas? ofticorn 

(б) How far has the appointment of District Health Officers helped in 
tackling the problem of rural sanitation? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(6) Only one District Health Officer has so far been appointed and it is 
too early yet to say how far this measure has helped to solve the problem of 
rural sanitation.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 

LXX. 

(а) Are the Government aware that the largest number of cases of cattle ^ , . 

poisoning and of flaying cattle alive occur in the district of Midnapore? u^MoJng^etc 

(б) Are the Government aware that there has recently been a recrudes- in tiiedwtnct 
oenoe of these crimes in Midnapore, particiriarlv in the police-station of Midnapore. 
Patashpur? 

(c) What action has been taken for the suppression of these crimes since 
attention was drawn to their prevalence in this Council in July 19t7? 



Booking of 
Bpc’cio on tl»« 
EaHtern Bengal 
Railway. 


The Head MuHt«'r 
of tliff Manikgan j 
High KngliHh 
School. 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (n) As shown in the statement which was laid on the table on the 3rd 
.Inly, 1917, Midnapore between 1912 and 1916 had a higher annual average 
ol these cases than any other district. Figures for 1917 are not yet available 
for all districts. 

(/>) Six cases of cattle poisoning were reported in Midnapore in 1917, as- 
compared with an annual average of 18 in the previous five years. No cases 
of flaying cattle alive have occurred since the let January, 1917. 

In Patashpur, no case of cattle jioisoning has been reported since 1912. 
One case of flaying cattle alive was reported in 1916, but it was not detected. 

(c) As the number of cases is not numerous and has shown a decline in 
recent years, no special measures have been taken to deal with them.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Srt Nath Ray Bahadur : — 

LXXI. . , 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state if booking of specie has been 
stopped on the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(b) Are the Government aware that this has caused much alarm among 
llie UK'rchants and particularly those who have jute business in East Bengal ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing the 
restriction altogether or at least on all local bookings of specie during the 
3ute season? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Doi^ald ; — 

“(c) Yes. 

(b) Government are aware that the restriction has caused a certain 
amount of in(;onvenicnce. 

(c) 'I’lic restriction was imposed by the Governmcnl of India, and tlie 
question of its removal is one for that Government.” 


By the Hon'ble Babtj Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri ; — 


LXXll. 

(a) Is it a fact that since the appointment of the present Head- 
master of the Manikganj High English School, several teachers have left 
service or gone on long leave, and that as a result the efficiency of teaching 
has been very much affected ? What has been the number of resignations of 
teachers during each of the last 5 years ? 

(b) Is it a fact that at the last Matriculation examination, the success of 
the Manikganj High English School has been very poor, as compared with 
the results of previous years ? 

(e) (i) How many students from the Manikganj High English School 
appeared at each of the last five Matriculation examinations ? 

(?■?■) How many of them came out successful ; and 
(iti) in what division were they placed each time ? 

(d) (?) Is it a fact that there has been of late a large number of trans- 
fers of students from the Manikganj High English School? 

(«) What has been the number of such transfers during each of the last 
five yettta ? 
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(e) Is there any rule prescribing a regular audit of school accounts ? If 
so, was the rule observed by the present Head Master of the Mauikganj High 
English School ? 0 

(/) Is it a fact that the accounts were submitted by him only after repeated 
requests and that the auditor made certain remarks regarding the 
accounts? If so will the Government lie pleased to state the purport of 
these remarks and what notice, if any, has been taken of the audit iK'te hy 
the Inspecting Officers, Subdivisional Officer or the Magistrate ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

‘‘ (a) Government are not In possession of the inl’ormation askeil lor. 
(/>) Yes. 


(c) 

It is reported that 

that figures 

are as 

follows 

— 




Son! 




1 



up 








Hi vmu»n 


UlN JKIOTJ 



1913-14 ... 

22 

4 

14 

2 

20 


1914-15 ... 

27 

14 

11 


2.7 


1915-16 ... 

22 

5 

7 

2 

14 


1916-17 ... 

27 

16 

S 

1 

2.7 


1917-lS ... 

21 

r> 

• > 

49 

I 

10 

(d) 

Government are not in possess 

ion of 

the* information 

askful 


(e) There is a rule tliat monthly audited acjcounts shall be presented at 
the next meeting of t he Managing (V»mmitt(M^ I'liis rule does not appear to 
have been rtigularly observed. 

(f) This appears to have been tlie case. The audii note is und<n* con- 
sideration by the Inspector of Schools, to whom it was foi wanled hy tin* Snb- 
di visional Officer, and presumably any action rectuired will be taken by tin* 
School Committee. In these cireunistatices GovtMmmtmt stn* no reason t(» 
state the purport of the auditor’s remarks. Govt^rnment an* not awan* t hat 
the District Magitrate has been addressed in tin* matter. 


By the Hon'ble Baku Brojendra Kishor Ray f'HAUimuRi : — 


LXXHl. 

With reference to the answer to rny unstarred question No. XVIII 
of the 3rd July, 1917, will the Government be pleased to state what progress 
has been made m the Grand Trunk C’anal project, and in what 8f)ecific manner 
it will benefit each of the districts of the Dacca Division, particularly in the 
way of opening choked-up waterways? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley — 

•‘The financial aspect of the Grand Trunk Canal project is at present 
engaging the attention of this Government. J his project contains no provi- 
sion for opening, choked waterways 111 the Dacca Division ; hut, as already 
intimated in the answer given to the Hon’ble Member’s unstarred question 
No. XVIII at the Legislative Council meeting of the 3rd July, 1917, it will 
afford a safer navigable route than the present one aiifl will, to an appreciable 
e.xtent, shorten the steamer route between all districts of the Dacca Division 
and the Port of Calcutta.” 


I inprovomui 
watorwa^ i 
tli4^ U»coii 
DiviHiiHi. 
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[19th Ahohot. 


fi- 


Admittaoce of 
students at the 
Presidency and 
Dacca Collegei, 


LXXIV 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state what m-inciples, if any, 
have b^n followed at the Presidency and the Dacca Colleges, respectively, 
in the matter of admitting students to the first and third year classes at 
the present session ? 


(6) Is it a fact that Mr. Turner, the Principal of the Dacca College, has 
arbitrarily excluded candidates from admission who have passed the 
matriculation examination jFrom certain schools at Dacca and in the villages, 
on the ground that students of these institutions are not amenable to 
discipline ? 


(c) Is it also a fact that Mr. Turner has been rude in his behaviour 
towards gentlemen who happened to accompany their wards to get them 
admitted into the Dacca College? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 
“ (a) The principles are as follows : — 


Presdevey College. 

( 1 ) First year . — The followinjj objects are kept in view : — to avoid 
overcrowding, especially in the English and each of the Science classes ; to 
secure the requisite proportion of Muhammadans ; to allot a fair share of 
places, in accordance with old custom, to suitable candidates from the Hindu 
and Hare Schools ; to give weight to the merit of the applicants, as shown 
by their place in the list, while not forgetting special claim to considejfation, 
e.g., family connexion with the College, and the public services of an applicant’s 
family. 

(2) Third year. — Applicants who pass the Intermediate examination 
from the Presidency College are regarded as having a prior claim. Their 
claims having received consideration the same principles are followed as in 
the case of the first year. 


Dacca College. 

First year . — In the first place consideration is given to Muhammadans 
who have matriculated in the First Division and steps are taken to ensure 
that 25 per cent, of vacancies are given to Muhammadans, then suitable 
matriculates are taken from the Dacca Collegiate School. Armanitola High 
School and other local schools ; next, candiates from schools in the Dacca 
Division, who are willing to reside in the College hostels, are admitted ^ 
family connection with the College and relationship to local Government 
officers constitute, in all cases, special claims to consideration. 

Third year . — All students who have passed the Intermediate examination 
from Dacca College are admitted ; with regard to the admission of students 
who have passed from other Colleges, the same principles are observed as 
in granting admissions to the first year class. 

(4) It is not a fact. 

(c) It is not a fact.” 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

THE CHITTAGONG PORT (AMENDMENT^ BILL, 1918. 
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The Hon’hle Mr. (h^MMiNO moved 
ameud the Chittagong Port Act. lit 14 . 

He said : — 


for leave In intriKhice n Bill to 


P, f i'>tro.lue<. a Hill toamend the ( 'hit tag<,ng 

Bdf ms ♦*'f‘ Chittagong Ih.rt i AinendnTent) 

The amendment propose<l is very short an<l very simple. It is solely in 
the intereatH of the port and is non-co;ittmtions ; and it has already recmvetl 
the approval ol the Government of India and the Secretary of State 'I'lie 
relief suggested 18 also very urgent. Hon’hle Mend.ers will see that in the 
agenda It is proposed to take the Bill into consideration at the present stage 
and in filiation of this has already been gi ven by r he pu hlication of the Bill 
in the G^ette of the 7th August and by the eirenlation of coiiios of the Bill 
to 6ach Hoii bio Meinbor of tfiiH Cvouncil. It will, tlicM'oforo, be conveniont if 
when introducing* the Bill, 1 explain very nhortly the change proposed and tlu* 
urgent necessity for the same. 


Section fiS of the Chittagong Port Act, 1914. gives to the Port 
Commissioners power to impose river duos on all goinls landed or shipped. 
Sub-section {2) of that section imposes a maximum of 4 annas a ton. In 
connection with certain subsidies given to the port by Government! th? 
Gewernment of India had suggested that this maximum should be removed ; 
and apart from that, the Port Coininissioners themselves havi‘ desired that 
this maximum should be removed and, in view of the unsatisfactory condi- 
tions of the finances of the port, that the river duos which are at iireseiit 
levied at a maximum of 4 annas a ton should bo increased. The commi’reial 
community of Chittagong, as 1 have ascertained recently from my visit there, 
also realise the propriety of increasing without delay tin- revenues of the port 
by means of the river duos ; and, finally. Sir George Buchanan, in his recent 
report on the development of the port of Chittagong, which was received liy 
this Government after measures for the abolition of the maximum river dues 
had been initiated, has recommended that the Chittagong Port Act be imme- 
diately amended and the limitation to a specific sum be deleted from the Act. 

These, Sir, are considered sufficient reasons for anientling the Act. and 
^ey also explain the urgency of the measure which is now before the Council. 
Hon’ble Members will, I am sure, at the same time, approciati^ that the 
abolition of this limitation is quite distinct from the determination of what 
rate per ton will hereafter be considered appropriate for the comlitions of 
Chittagong. Such a determination is naturally and primarily a matter for the 
consideration of the Port Commissioners themselves. 

It is proposed to attain the required object in the proposed Bill by the 
omission of sub-section (2) of this section 58, which contains the limitation 

there is a consequential amendment in sub-section 
\3) insomuch as there is therein a reference to the existing sub-section (2). 

On the ground, therefore, of simplicity, of urgency and of the absence 
of controversy, I think there is good jiistihcation for asking Your Excellency, 
as I shall shortly do if the present motion be accepted, to suspend the rules 
of business and iiermit the Bill to be taken into consideration at once. It 
may be suggested that much more than the abolition of the existing limitation 
regards river dues requires to be effected in connection with the develop- 
ment of the port of Chittagong ; that is quite true; but the fact that other 
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Mr. Gumming ; The President ; Mr. Martin. 

I'ortns of relief are required, should not preclude the grant of this relief in the 
8ha])e of the removal of the statutory limitation which could be granted 
without delay.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’hle Mr. Gumming also moved His Excellency the President to 
suspend the Rules of Business to admit of the Bill being taken into considera- 
tion. 


The PRKsrnENT having declared the rufes suspended, (he Hon’ble 
Mr. Gumming moved that the Bill be taken into consideration. 


The Hon’ble Mk. Martin said : — 

“ My Lord, the Bill before the Gouncil to-day has been framed for the 
purpose of removing a defect or at least an anomaly in the Ghittagong Port 
Act of 1914. When that Act was framed no one could be expected to antici- 
pate the calamity of a world-war and the strain which would be put upon the 
finances of the port by the loss of revenue resulting from shortage of tonnage. 
The strain has been so great that we are faced to-day wdth a situation which 
makes it imperative ( hat the limit of 4 annas per ton River Due imposed by 
the existing Act be removed foHhwith, and that the rate be increased as soon 
as possible. 

freaking for the Gomincrcial Gommunity of (’hittagong I may say that 
this is looked upon as inevitable and the necessity is recognised, so that there 
need be no hesitation in passing the enactment now before us. 

And now, with your pei-iiiifision. iny Lord, I should like to say a few 
words on the position ^onerall} . 

I have had the honour to sit in this Council as represenl iii^ the Port of 
Chittagong since the year J9J6. and thougli I have not sought to press the 
needs of our port on the attention of Government or the (Jouncil from my 
place here it is not he^cause our needs have been met or tliat they have 
disappeared, lull that Government have b(Hui fully advised of the situation 
in otlier ways. 

T can assure this Council that if tireless and freyuent represtuitation 
<*ould have accomplisheil it we should have a very nourishing port at Chitta- 
gong to-day, and we should not be in ilie position in which we now find 
ourselves of having to implore the Oovernmenl of Bengal or the Imperial 
Government, or both, to savt* us from total extinct ion at a cost vastly greater 
than would have been necessarv had we been listened to, as we had everv 
right to expect to be, years and years ago. We have had the misfortune to 
be caught in the whirlpool of partition and repartition, of having to plead our 
cause with a now Government, and just we had managed to convince 
them, of having to begin all over again with another — an uphill task, if evei- 
t here was one. 

Lest it be thought even now^ that the port of Ghittagong, if developed, will 
serve only the interests of a few merchants who happen to bo established there, 
and that we are presumptuous in a claim for development and expansion by 
means of funds from the public Exchequer, it is only necessary to say that the 
Port is the natural doorway serving a tract of countrjr some 80.000 square 
miles in area, mueh of it as densely populated as any in India. It is fitting 
that this should be brought to mind here in Dacca, for Ghittagong is without 
a doubt the proper and legitimate port for this vast and wealthy province of 
Eastern Bengal. If- further argument is necessary, I need only refer*to the 
potentialities of development represented in* -Ihe _ A%s'am-Bengal "Railway. 
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Mvj^ Martin, 

Without a i^rt at its tennimis this Railway is so sevorely handicapped tliat 
instead of being a paying concern as it should he, it remains a burden on the 
State. 

My Lord, we have now i-eached a crisis in our affairs. Contlitions in the 
Kornaphuli river are so bad that the port is menaced wit h bec^orning closed to 
ocean traffic and this I nt^etl hardly remind you nH‘aiis bankru]^tcy and ruin. If 
means tlie abandonment of all the valuable works with whicli the port has 
been provided at a cost of enormous sums of | iiblio money. I am not an t^x- 
part in these matters, but 1 do not think I am wrong in saying that if the 
silting up of the river is allowed to continue it wdl be impossible to gt 3 t it in 
hand later on. 

I have already indicated that this terrible states of affairs might have 
been prevented had action l)een taken years ago, but do not let us think t>f 
that now. Let th(‘ situation be fact^d and tht‘ nnnedy found, whatever the 
cost may be. Tlie investment will l>e large, but even now if will b<^ sound. 
I do not speak without authority in this. Sir Francis Spring in 1914 and Sir 
George Buchana!) this year vvcmv eloquent and unanimous in their opinions as 
to tlie paramount rn^cessity of rendering the port navigable, and th(‘ benelicinl 
development whi^h will result therefrom. 

They have poinU^d out the way in whicli this may be carried out and I* 
think it will be agreed that the opinions of thesi* two gentbmi’en reprt'sent 
the greatest weight of nutliority which can be brought to boar on the subject 
of port development in India to-day. * 

The economic wedfaro of a country must be of necessity the first consi- 
deration of its governing authority, for without expansion of trade and 
comme.rcje tliere cannot be expansion in any other direction. 

Add to its opportunities for accumulating wealth and a community 
cannot fail to go ahead. 

Surely it is for tlie (Trov<?rnment to see that nothing is neglected which 
will increase those opportunities. Still more would it seom to bo the duty of 
Government to see that the facilities which exist of bringing wealth and 
prosperity to the country are not allowed to go to ruin owing to neglect or 
apathy or procrastination. 

Sir George Buchanan visited Chittagong with a mandate* from the 
Imperial Government (Bailway Department) to report on the condition of tln^ 
port, and prospt^cls of development. His report is a most valuable one and 
sets forth in the clearest possible language what should be done. The 
HoiFble Member in charge has visited us quite recently and I take this oppor- 
tunity of expressing to him on behalf of those 1 lepresent, our appreciation of 
his sympalhetici recognition of our most urgoni needs. The Port Coininis- 
sioners and thc^ Ohamlier of Commerce have been asked to address Your 
Excellency’s Government in the matter find this lias been doru*<. 

We are forced to ask for large suiris of money in the shape of grants, as 
we are quite unable hi our present financial position undertake to repay or 
to meet the interest on loans. We ask for permission to undertake the most 
urgent works immediately, and wo specially ask that provision of suitable 
dredging plant be made without delay. The difficulties are gre^t, but if the 
need is really recognised, I feel confident that they can be overcome. Once 
more, my Lord, I would respectfully beg to impress upon Your Excellency the 
urgency of the matter. Further delay may mean disaster, and I appeal to Your 
Excellency and to Your Excellency’s Government, on behalf of the many 
important interests which are involved, for all flie assistance which it is in 
your power to give.” 

motion wa^ feben put and agreed to. 
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Besolutio^s^ v 

’Mr. Cumming ; Bahu Surendra Nath Rag ; Babu Ambtka Charav Mazumdar ; 

Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Gumming moved that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

RESOLUTIONS 

[under the Rules for the discussioii of matters of general public interest.) 

The following resolution which stood in the name of the Hon’ble Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray went by default owing to the Hon’ble Member being 
absent : — 

This Council recorninends to the Governor in Council that a Committee, 
consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Stevenson-Moore, the Sanitary Commissioner 
to the Government of Bengal, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt., a representative of 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on the Bengal Legiwlative Council, and 
the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq, be appointed — 

(1) to inquire into the complaints and allegations made by the persons 

interned in Char Lawn*ence and Kutubdia, and 

(2) to inquire whether proper arrangements were made by Government 

for keeping the ditenus in the same condition (»f life as they 

were accustomed to live. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 8 and 9. 

The following two resolutions which stood in the name of the Hon’ble 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar went by default owing to the Hon’ble 
Member being absent : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the grant-in- 
aid rules, as approved in the Government of Bengal, General Department 
letter No. 408 Edn., dated the 25th February, 1918, be either withdrawn or 
so modified as to leave a substantial measure of independence to the School 
Committees. 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the powers 
given to the inspecting officers for supervising the promotions of pujpils from 
one class to another and for selecting candidates for the Matriculation 
Examination be wholly withdrawn, such powers being vested in the Head 
Master subject only to the supervision and approval of the School Committee 
concerned. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following resolution : — 

This (youncil recommends to the Governor in Council that having regard 
to the rate at which houses can be rented in Darjeeling nowadays, the 
pi-esent rate of house rent allowed to Government servants drawing below 
Rs. 100 per month be raised to Rs. 20 per month. 


He said : — 

‘'My Lord, I do not think that need say many words in comme 4 din^ 
this resolution to Your Excellency and to the Coi|j^M8r accefflano* 
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foots are very simple, fhe house allowance granted to the assistants of the 
Bengal Secretariat who have to move to Darjeeling for the season was fixed 
many years back and house rent in Darjeeling has increased very much since 
then, I am told that housee cannot be j^ot, or proper accommodation 

secured for less than Rh. 2() a month in Darjeeling. It is very hard on the 
poor clerks drawing salaries of less thaifi Rs. 100 to have to pay for their 
accommodation out of their salary, and not out of the house rent paid to them 
hy Government. For a fevi'' months also they have to pay house rent in 
Dacca. 1 hope, ray Lord, tliat this resolution will l)e accepted ; it wdll entail 
only a small increase in exp)endituro and it will relieve -a very deserving 
number ol Government servants who help to a very groat extent in assisting 
those who carry on the administration of the country. With these few words, 

I beg to commend the resolution to the acceptance of the Council/’ 


The Hon*ble Mr. Donald said : — 

“My Lord, 1 do not think that the Hon’ble Member knows the position 
or has correctly stated the facts. The allowance which he si^eaks of is an 
allowance given to assistants for whom it is found impossible to provide 
accommodation in Government buildings. Rupees 25 a month is given to 
assistants drawing over Rs. 400, Rs. 20 to those drawing Rs. 100 and more, 
and Rs. 10 to those drawing loss than Rs. 100. It is true we have accommo- 
dation in Darjeeling for, roughly s|>oaking, about two-thinls of the assistants 
who go up, and so far there have been no complaints about the high rates 
of rent at Darjf3eling. The solution surely is that junior assistants should be 
provided with free quarters and that senior assistants with their bigger 
allowances should be turned out. The Hon’blo Member says that they can- 
not get a house at less than Rs. 20 a month. I have got the actual figures. 
There were 48 assistants drawing less than Rs. 100 during this last hot 
weather ; 28 of them had free quarters and 20 drew house allowance. Of 
thos(^ who drew house allowances, three were actually paying less than Rs. 10 
for their accommodation, 14 paid Rs. 16 and five paid more than Rs. 16. If 
we are going to give more than Rs. 10 as house allowance, the money will 
not go to the landlords, but to the clerks who will put it iilto their own 
pockets. Besides this house rent, the assistants are given other allowances ; 
a dork whose pay is less than Rs. 60 gets an allowance of Rs. 40, and a clerk 
whose salary is between Rs. 60 and Rs. 1(K) gets Rs. 50, so if they have to 
pay a few more rupees in house rent, it does not trenoli on their pay. 

We have information also as regards the rents paid by the senior 
assistants and we find that they can get accommodation at the rates allowed 
to them by Government ; but in any case, their allowance, which is still more 
liberal, makes it easy for them to pay a little more than the amount which is 
allotted to them by Government as house rent ; and it is easier for them to 
do so than for the junior assistants. 

Our proposal is to provide junior assistants with free quarters, and to 
allow senior assistants to look after themselves if they cannot find accommo- 
dation in Government quarters. It is on these lines that Government 
propose to work. They will look into the case further and make provision 
for the junior assistants in preference to the senior assistants. I think that 
this fairly meets the position of hardship to which the Hon’ble Member 
refers, and I think, in view of this, he will withdraw his resolution.** 


The Honl>le Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

- My Lord, after the statement made by the Hon*ble Mr. Donald in reply 
this rmdution^ I beg leave ta mthdraw it.** 



7&8 


Rei^hUtbns. 

Maulvi Abul Kaseni ; J/r. Donald. 


^ [19th 


LIST or BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

The Hon^ble Maulvi Abul KasISm also moved the following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that, having regard 
to the inconveniemce caused to the junior assistants in Government service 
in journeying with menials and other lower class people, the Government of 
'India be approached with a view to removing the restrictions imposed by 
Note 1 to Article 1011 of the Civil Service Regulations on these assistants 
and permitting them to travel by second class on the Darjeeling-Himalayan 
Railway, 

He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, the note to Article lOll of the Civil Service Regulations lays 
down that on all railways where there is no intermediate class accommodation, 
Government servants who are entitled to intermediate accommodation are 
allowed to travel second class, hut the note to that article makes an excep- 
tion in the case of the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway. I do not know on 
what ground the Government of India excluded this railway from this 
concession and it is not necessary for me to draw attention in this Council 
to the fact that the assistants in the Secretariat have to travel third class 
on this line where there is no intermediate accommodation and that they have 
to travel with menials and low class persons, coolies and others travelling in 
the Darjeeling district, and altogether there is great inconvenience in doing 
BO. There is to niy mind no reason why the same concession should not he 
shown to the assistants of the Bengal Secretariat as is done to those 
Government servants in other parts of the country where they travel on 
lines vvh(‘ro there is no accommodation for an intermediate class. It is a 
very small matter, and I think that the attention of the Government of India 
has only to be drawn to it, to remove this restriction, and I hope that my 
resolution will be accepted.” 


The Hon’ldo Mk. Don.^i.o said : — 

‘*My Lord, the exception made in the note to Article 1011 of the Civil 
Service Regulations, to wliich the Hoidble Member refers, was made very 
many years ago. It was (ionsidered that that rule should apply to the 
ordinary railway systems of the country, and it was not the original intention 
to apply it to a special line like the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway which is 
more of a tramway than a railway, and where the faros are very much higher 
than those of ordinary lines. Then again, the second class accommodation 
on ordinary lines usually secures sleeping accommodation during night 
journeys ; but this is not the case on the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway, 
where the journey from Siliguri to Darjeeling is performed in daylight and 
covers only five hours. Another point is that the second class accommodation 
on the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway is very limited and it should *d ue 
reserved for those wbo can afibrd to pay for it. These were ‘^ne reasons 
which led to an exception being made in Article 1011 in v ^espect of this 
railway. This was done many years ago, and the posi^^’ different 

nowadays. But, after all, there is not much hardship junior assist- 
ants in travelling with menials and other, low class There are about 

50 assistants going up on or about the same day and th.j-^y easily arrange 
to occupy a carriage or at least a compartment among themselves. Then, 
again, the second class accommodation on the Darjeelinf, ^“Himalayan Railway 
is very limited, and if Government servants all go up to, g^^^ther on one or two 
days in the second class, they will fill up all the second c 1^®? accommodation 
available, and thus cause a good deal of inconvenience, pi \rticularly to ladies 
travelling with children, wbo usually travel up to Darjeel if®? about t|ie 
same time as Government. cc ’ 
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In^ th68© circuin8tanc6s, Cjovcmmont arc ijot prt'parod to inako 
alteration in the note.” 

The Hon*ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said r — 

I beg permission to withdraw this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-trL-HAQ inov’ed the following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recomnionds to the Governor in Council that a school for 
teaching weaving and spinning on approved lines be oif)en^d at Dacca and 
other suitable centres in Hengal. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, it is now my turn to set the hall rolling so far as my resolu- 
tions are concerm^d. Put before 1 take up the resolutions concerned, I wish to 
make a statement which, J am sure, will give something like a relief to my 
colleagues and certainly to those who have been chargt^d with the duty of 
noting all our speeches — I moan the silent victims of our eloquence, the 
reporters, who are sitting ov^er ther(\ Certainly the attendance of the non- 
official members of the Council is most discouraging ” 


The President said : — 

“ Order, order, I do not quif(" s(n^ what bearing this obs<M*vation has on 
the particular motion whi<;h tin' llon'bh' Mmnbor is now moving. I must 
ask the Hon’ble Member, wh(*n moving his resolution, to confim* himself to the 
subject-matter of the motion itself.” 

The Hou'blo Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq said : — 

” My Lord. I was only giving vent to a feeling whi(dj was uf)p<^rm(jst in 
my mind. I was going to submit that having regard to all tlu^ circum- 
stances and to the attendance in this Oiuncil, I will not waste the time of the 
Council unnecessarily and try to be as brief as possible. And in return, my 
Lord, I expect a litth^ symijatlietic treatment so far as the resolutions are 
concerned, at the hands of tfie official membors of the ("ouncil.” 

My Lord, in moving this resolution I ncf»d hardly point out that the 
question raised by me in the resolution has acquire<l an unusual dc^grfje of 
interest in consequence of the Jjigli pric(»s now prevailing of eloth and the 
consequent distress in the country. I ikmmI hardly say anything al>out a 
matter which is obvious, that before we could get our cloth w(‘ must have 
our own cotton, and we must have our own yarn. VVo must have our 
spinning machines and we must havt- our own weavon-s if not our own 
spinning mills. 8o far as the weaving question is concerned, there is at 
present at Serampore a fairly well-equipped w(*aving school, l)ut as far as 
my information goes, there is no such schf)ol in this part of the country. 
If weJook fora moment to the number of weavers in Dacca and adjoining 
districts as published in the census rep<^>rts, we find that this part of 
the country is largely inhabited by persons who take to weaving as a 
profession and who have long been known for the skill with which they have 
Cftrriod cm their profession in the past. To come to ejsact figures, I find from 
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the latest documents 1 could consult, that in Dacca there are as many as 
44,000 weavers, in Mymensingh 25,000, in Faridpur 26,000, in Bakarganj 
23,000, making for the Dacca Division a total of 126,000. It is true that 
most of these weavers have taken to cultivation and have given up their 
hereditary calling for the very simple reason that weaving on approved lines is 
something that they do not know anything about, and it does not pay for the 
trouble as well as lor the capital they spend for the purpose. The question, 
therefore, arises if something could not be done to induce these weavers, who 
have given up their hereditary profession, to go back to it and also to teach them 
improved methods so that they can compete with persons who have taken to 
pr(^uce cloth on approved principles, and to turn out a much better quality 
of cloth than uninstructed weavers can be expected to do. In this con- 
nection some attempts have been made by that useful association, known as 
the Bengal Home Industries Association, whose report for the year 1917-18 
I have before me. It appears that in 1907 or thereabouts, the Director of 
Public Instruction wrote to the District Board. Dacca, asking for its opinion as 
to the desirability of opening a weaving school in this part of the country. 
The District Magistrate thereupon consulted several local gentlemen and 
somehow or other, they could not agree as to details or as to ways and 
means, and the final report that went up to Government was that there was 
very little prospect of a successful weaving school here. The matter was 
allowed to drop. Then about the end of last year a weaving expert was 
brought up by Mr. Hart from the Bengal Home Industries Ass^xiiation. 
This officer went round the chief weaving centres and suggested several 
methods ; and upon the report of this expert the Principal of the 
Serampore Weaving School wrote to the Director of Public Instruction 
and he wrote to the Chairman of the District Board asking for a recon- 
sideration of this question. 1 am not in possession of all the facts, but 
] am told that this question is in some shape before tlie Home Industries 
Association. I take it, therefore, t hat the importance of the question is realised 
and also the urgency, and tlu^ only problem before us is as to ways and means. 
I do not know if we liave got all the officers necessary. If not. these must be 
secured before we can have a school on improved lines, but 1 think we can 
hav(‘ something lik(' administrative centres at suitable places like Dacca, 
Mymensingli, Faridpur and elsewhere. In this matter, I must respectfully 
ask Your Excelhmcy’s Govcumment to take* opinion and also direct attention 
in order that, something might be done to give an impetus loan industry 
which is now fast dying out. It is no U8(' concealing the fact that the weavers 
are desperately poor andthe weaving industry at least in Dacca is some- 
thing winch is a relic of the past. It is most regrettable that Dacca which 
was once regarded as a gi*eat weaving centre, one of the best in tln^ world 
at one time, should now he reduced to such a )) 08 ition. I am only moving 
this resolution in order to ascertain in what light the Government looks at 
the question. Having regard to the urgency of the matter, I hope Your 
Excellency’s Government will do all that is possible in the matter. With 
th ese few words I commend the resolution to the acceptance of this Council.’" 


The Hon’ble Babu Kisori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

My Lord, T fully support the views of the Hon’ble Member. The want of 
cloth is justly felt all over Bengal. Hand-loom industry cannot compete with 
power-loom but during the swadeshi movement it’has been seen that though 
strenuous efforts were made, it did not succeed. At present the price has 
gone up so much that it has become a necessity, and I think if such schools 
be established in different centres at least where there is some need for it, it 
will help the poor classes to a very gr^at extent. Everywhere in Bengal the 
hereditary weavers have taken to cultivation because it pays them more, but, 
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ae 1 sttbmitted, the position at present is not so. If such schools be establish* 
ed and instructions either with the help of experts or by providing stipends 
in schools the art is taught, machines can be got on the hire-purchase system 
and at a cheap rate. I believe it can be done. In my district of Rajshahi 
there was a weaving school ; there was room for improvement of matka cloth ; 
an attempt was made to teach hand-loom work also, but somehow or other it 
had to be discontinued, but now as the necessity is very great, I think it can 
be safely revived with profit to the poor cultivator. 1 hope Oovernment will 
see its way to do something for their relief in this direction. With these few 
words. 1 beg to support the motion.*’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Lord, in replying to this resolution. I may be piirmitted, in the first 
place, to sketch briefly our existing organisation for instruction in up-tO“<lat(^ 
methods of weaving, and then to state what action Government propose to take 
in order to give further instruction and to help to resuHcitato the industry. 

We have already at Serainpore the Government Weaving Institute to 
which the Hon’ble Member has referred. At this institute instruction is 
given to two distinct classes, the first consisting of young men of good educa- 
tion who are likely to qualify as teachers, overseers, managers — in fact, young 
men who are likely to be organisers of the industry. The second class 
consists of those who are themselves weavers and their sons. The Institute 
also serves as a centre from which instruction is given to weav(*rs through 
schools of weaving which have been (established in diffi^rcmt centri^s of the 
industry. The Hori’ble Member is, I think, unaware that thcnv an* some 
weaving schools in tfiis part of the Presicbmf^y. there being two weaving 
schools at Cox’s Bazar and at Tangail. There is also oin* at Malda Jind one 
in Pabna in Northern Bengal, and one at Bankura in West Bt^ngal. Not only 
do young men receive training in theses weaving schools as w(^ll as at the 
VV(^aving Institute at. Seram|X)!’e, l)Ut (iovcniment. h(dp ilnnn to set up husi- 
ness when tliey pass through their course, and give tlnun advanci^K lor the 
purchase of looms and other a(H*esson(^K. 

in spite of this, it is recognist^d that the use ol t.lie lly-shutth* loom and 
the adoption of up-to-date iimthods of W(^‘iving have not spread as fast as 
could be desired. It seems that tin* intnjduction and spread of up-to-date 
looms and up-to-date methods through the villages (ainnot Ix^ given full (itTect 
to by means of weaving schools at fixed c(‘ntres. A scheim* has tIior(*fore been 
prepared for peripatetic instructors who will go about the villagt^s, demon- 
strating the use of the fly-shutfle loom to the weavers tlKunselves, instructing 
them in preparing their yarn before the actual prex^ess of weaving is begun, 
and also assisting in creating weavers’ co-operative scKueties. It is hopexj that 
these instructors will succeed in getting fly-shuttle looms adopttxl inoi*(^ 
rapidly than at present, and that they will help to create a greater (lemand for 
instruction in modern methods. If this is the case, the attendanct^ in wt3aving 
schools will rise, and the number of schools will have to be increasexJ. One 
such peripatetic instructoi* has already been appointed in the BurcJwan district 
and there has already been a fair amount of success ; a certain number of 
fly-shuttle looms have been bought by the? weavers, and they are earning 
their livelihood. The Principal of the Serainpore Weaving Institute is anxious 
to extend the system and has proposed that four more peripatetic instructors 
shoal4 be attached to the weaving schools at Tangail, Malda, Bankura and 
Pabna ; the Managing Committees of all these schools are very anxious to have 
peripatetic instructors. Besides that, the Principal proposes that peripatetic 
instrtictors should be employed in districts in which no weaving schools are 
established. I understand that these men will work in the districts of Dacca, 
Noakhali and Khulna, as well as in ghittagong, wher^ there is already a weaving. 
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school at Cox’s Bazar. I think it will be recognised that this arrangement 
has a certain advantage, namely, that the villagers will be reached more easily 
than if there is a weaving school at a fixed centre. Again, in the districts in 
which we already have weaving schools, the work done by the schools will be 
brought home to the weavers, and I think the knowledge of the mcxlern 
methods will be more easily disseminated in this way. The proposals of the 
Principal of the Government Weaving Institute at Serampore have not yet 
reached Government. They will shortly, however, be submitted by the 
Director of Public Instruction, and I can assure the Hon’ble Member that 
they will receive sympathetic consideration. That, my Lord, is one line 
of advance. 

Another line of advance consists of the organisation of Weavers’ Co- 
operative Societies. Mr. Hoogewerf, the Principal of the Serampore Institute, 
has been put on special duty to facilitate the prcxiuction of hand- woven cloth 
in .Bengal and generally to assist in tln^ development of the industry. 
Mr. Donovan, the Registrar of Co-operative vSocieties, has for some months 
been busy organizing weaving societies and intrcxlucing spinning wheels : 
three ex-masters of weaving schools have Ix^m appointed inspectors for the 
inspection of these societies. A number of difficulties have to be met, 
want of capital, want of yarn, want of an organized market, the indebtedness 
of the weavers and their (‘unservatism. Tiiey are for the mosr part in 
the clutches of mahajans who are very unwilling to let them go. Many 
weavers will not work on certain days of 1 lie montli — 1 believe the^y depend 
on phases of the moon — some weav’ers an' unwilling to weave a longer or a 
wider piece of cloth than they have always woven, although it would pay 
them better. I believe, again, in Dacca and Mymensingh many weavers 
weave a kind of fint^ cloth which hanlly pays them, and they are nductant 
to weave a coarser cloth. However, already much has been done in the way 
of establishing co-operative societies. In Bankura, a number of these socie- 
ties has already been organized. The Registrar of (Jo-operative Societies 
reports that the weavers there are trooping in to be organized in societies and 
he hopes that in six months’ time he will have two to three thousand weavers 
at work. A similar programme has Ix^en undertaken in Pahna, and it is 
proposed to start organization almost immediately in Brahmanharia and then 
in Midnapore and perhaps also in Hooghly and Kushtia, and to develop Jessore 
wh('re we already have societies. In Barixal also the possibility of starting 
8 (X 3 ietieH is to lie looketJ into. In Dacca itself th(' doint Registrar has been 
making onquirii's for tlu' purpose of organizing societi(*8 as soon as the views 
of the Committee which has been considt»ring the question are known. 

From what 1 have sjiid, 1 hopi' it will be realized tliat Government have 
been taking sti'ps tor the development of t lie weaving industry. As I have 
already said, thert> are already several ( iovernment weaving schools. Then 
there is a sclu'ine for supplementing the work winch is being done in these 
schools hy demonstration hy p^'ripatetic instructors in the villages, in districts 
where there are no weaving schools, it is not proposed to establish them but to 
meet the demand for practical instruction by peripatetic instructors. Besides 
this, there is tht' scheme for establishing weaving societies which will strengthen 
the weavci> jiosition. pnxiuce greater efficiency and incieatk^ production. In 
view of this statement of what Government are doing and what it is proposed 
to do to meet ilu* situation, 1 i>eg to suggest to tlie Hon’ble Member that it is 
scarcely necessary for him to press ids resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Kilratan Sarkar said : — 

“ My Lord, I think it my duty to support the proposal moved by my 
hon’ble friend. Technical schools are generally opened on account of demands 
from factories for operatiyes. That is n^ the situation here. We know 
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what the prevailing situation liere ie. Here we want eloth. There is a 
demand for it and it is increasing every year. The question whether the 
production of home industries can compete with the produce of factories 
does not arise. We knov^ there is a large demand for home proiluce and I be- 
lieve that with the help of the artistic faculties of the' people which may be 
noticed by even the most superficial observer in tljo prcnhicts of our home 
industries that they are bound to hold their own against the prcKlucts of any 
number of factories. But the question before us may bo looked nt from 
another point of view. There is the consumer’K point of view. We want more 
cloths and cheaper cloths if possible. There is another point of view. We 
want to give instruction to a lakh and twenty thousand persons of this district 
who or whose ancestors had been en^ged in the trade of weaving for gene- 
rations. There is no reason why their activities should be confined to agricul- 
ture or some such profession. And to do that we must train them in these parti- 
cular lines. And what is the methoii ? That is the question — wliether tht^re 
is a necessity for trainiii x thesis irien. Fhe Hon’hleMr. O’Malley has said that 
the Government have been doing tlieir best towards this direction. In fact, he 
lias accepted the programme of the Hon’ble Maiilvi Fazl-ul-Haq. He said that 
the Government cloi^s not only admit the noci^ssity of inspiud-ing instructors but 
that they liave actually employed them, *aiul that the latter are going about 
the country. We appreciate this activity on the part of the Government. As 
regards the existence of cooperative, societies, we certainly wel(#nne them 
with our whole heart. But vve still demand that thi»re should be some institu- 
tion here permanently interoHte<i in the promotion of the wt^aving industry in 
rdiis ptirt of the province. So far as the circumstanees an^ concerned, they are 
here more favourable than at St^rampore. J cannot conceive of any differences 
in circumstances. On the other hand if there Ixs any difference* at all. it is all 
in favour of Da<;ea. We want that, like Serampom, this place* should be a 
scene for the promotion of weaving as an industry in the liomes of the weavers 
of this division. My Lord, it may be urged what is the necessity of this 
school ? W’hjT’ should not those boys take thtur training as apprentices ? 
They do so at the present rnomont. As many of them as can join the weavers, 
do so as apprentices, hut only a very small nuniher of tliem (?an l)e admitted 
in this way. TIkmi there is another point. They cannot n?ce,ve the best 
training as apprentices. It is that the industry cannot be carried on simply 
with the ordinary apf)lianeBs that are used in home industries. Appliances 
are fo bo improved. In fact it is the hand-cum-macliine systmn which is th(? 
most effectual. I do not mean hugt* pieces of rnachiru'ry. I mean that isolated 
lr>onis (^r a large number of tlnnn can he run at a very small exptmditure by 
machinery. These are tlje things in which they are to be traineii. It is quite 
possible to giva^ thtnn instruction in mechanical kn(»wledgt* as well as in the 
knowledge of weaving, and I think that a school in this connection can go a 
long way in helping tlie development of the industry in Bengal. I do not. see 
any reason why Government sIuTuhl refuse, to accept this resolution. Govern- 
ment recognized the necessity, we all feel the necessity of ])romoting this 
industry and the Government have already taken steps to introduce weaving 
on a very extensive scale in niany parts of Bengal. We apf)reciate these 
activities. And ht^re is a proposal which will further help th(* promotion of 
the induHtry^ in this district and I hope that Government will kindly accept 
the resolution.” 


i 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahaouk sai I : — 

“My Lord, I support the motion of my hon’ble friend Mauivi Fazl-ul-Haq. 
In doing so I will only say this. At the present time the necessity of intro- 
ducing weaving and spinning has been proved by the fact that the price of 
cloth has risen so high that it means great hardsliip to the poorer classes of the 
peqple. The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley has given a very interestingdescripfion of 
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the Htepe that have been taken by Government to foster this industry. But, my 
Lord, 1 do not quite follow what he means by peripatetic instructors. Of 
course 1 know the meaning of the word “peripatetic”, but to my mind it 
seems that if the number of such instructors are increased and if they are 
sent, having regard to the present needs of the country, to all parts of Ben^L 
it will be of considerable help to the country. I do not know whether peripa- 
tetic instructors include female instructors also. My impression is that in 
the families of the poorer middle class, the ladies of the house would be glad 
to have instructions for the preparation of home-made cloths for their own 
use and if Government will help them by placing female instructors at their 
disposal a great service will be done to the country. As regards the immediate 
necessity of starting weaving and spinning schools at Dacca and other places, 
I do not know much, and perhaps my friends are in a better position to know 
it. But what I feel is this : that 75 per cent, of the people do not know that 
peripatetic instructors are available, but if this fact is more widely known 
and the number of instructors are increased, a great service would be done 
to the country, I am sure.” 


TIh' Hon^ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

“ My Lord, 1 lam much obliged to the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley for the very 
lucid manner in which he has explained to us the Government position and 
I do not think there is any one amongst the non-official members of this 
C’ouncil who would fail to appreciate what the Government have done and 
are doing in regard to the improvement of the weaving industry in Bengal. 
At t he same time I confess that I feel a little bewildered when I come to 
consider what attitude I should take up so far as this recommendation is 
concerned. I cannot get rid of the impression that the efforts that are now 
being made by Government and others are of a somewhat transitory charac- 
ter. The present distress prevailing in the country has no doubt induced 
many of us to think of bringing about some sort of improvement in the weaving 
industry and if I may respectfully say so, has also stimulated the Government 
to a more than usual spell of activity. But, after all, these efforts must 
be short-lived. After the present circumstances have passed away, there 
may come a time when we will slip back into our usual lethargy and 
1 do not think that there is any guarantee that all the efforts that are 
being made will lead to any pei'manent result. I therefore fully agree 
with the Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar that the establishment of a weav- 
ing school at Dacca would be taking a step which would be of some 
permanent character. I am told that in this part of the province there are 
weaving schools. I have heard of two technical schools. But I think I am 
free to say that both these institutions are not very much known to fame. 
My opinion is that these institutions are not prospering. The profit 
that is now made in price may or may not continue after the present circum- 
stances have changed. On the other hand, I fully recognize that Government 
are alive to the necessities of the situation and that they have got a definite 
programme of work. The question, therefore, before us is whether I should 
pr^l^s the resolution for acceptance by Your Excellency’s Government or leave 
the matter entirely in the hands of Government for the present. I know 
that if T take up the latter position, Government will fully consider the 
matter and perhaps reconsider the steps they have already taken, and I am 
^ sure * something will be done which will be satisfactory to everybody 
concerned. But at the same time I cannot overlook the importance of the ques- 
tion that has been raised by this resolution, and although we have all listened 
to a very instructive speech by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley I must confess that I 
have not heard an}d;hing which would convince me that there are difficulties in 
l^e wa^ of the Government accepting my resdntion. In these cirUamstanoeB, 
having teodHs^red the matter and haying regard lo the importance' of ike 
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question that is raised, I am sorry I caanot but press this resolution. I hope 
Ctov’ernment will reconBider the question and accept this resolution.** 


The Hon’ble Mararajadhibaja Bahadur of Burdwan saidj: 

^ 1 M*"' O’Malloy has given expression very 

mearly to the attitude of the Government regarding the weaving industry in 
Bengal generally. I am afraid we cannot accept the resolution as it is worded or 
as It stands ; but after what the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley has said, and after the 
assurance that I propose to give, the Hon’ble Maulvi Sahib, 1 hope, will see his 
way to withdraw the resolution. What we propose to do with regard to the 
establishment of a weaving school in Dacca is to consult the Educational 
authorities and to see what can be done to make an early start in that 
direction. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

“ My Lord, I think that it would rather be asking too mueh if I pressed 
this resolution. I would, therefore, ask Your Excellency’s permission to with- 
draw it. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS^ITEM No. 13. 

resolution M aulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a selected 
officer be placed on sriecial duty to report on what steps are immediately 
necessary for improving the prospects of cotton cultivation and increasing the 
supply of cotton in Bengal. 

He said : — 

The question raised by this resolution is somewhat connected with the 
one that wo have just discussed because all these questions are ultimately 
connected with that of the increased supply of dhotien and other wearing 
apparels. But before we can think of increasing the supply of dhoties we 
must have our cotton, because witliout our cotton we cannot have our yarns. 
As regards cotton there are two distinct varieties which we get from what is ; 
called ‘ tree cotton ’ .and the other variety that wo got is what is calletl 
field cotton. ’ The cHinate of Bengal is not considered suitalilc for the 
production of long staple cotton or, in other words, the only cotton tliat we 
have in Bengal does not give us exactly the kind of yarn that is necessary 
for weaving fine kind of cloth. It is, therefore, to what is called the tree 
cotton that we must look for the supply of the proper kind of yarn whioli is 
necessary for weaving cloth and the question before us, therefore, practically 
resolves^ itself to this : what are the prospects for the improvement of the 
cultivation of tree cotton and what steps can be taken for this purpose.. It 
1^ well known that we had in Dacca an industry which was famous through- 
out the world. I refer to the industry of muslins ainl the question naturally 

where it was that the people of Dacca used to get their cotton in the *' 
wdeu days. I was casually discussing this matter yesterday with the 
Hou’ble Mr. Crum and at that time I bad not sufficient information to give 
in regard to the question raised by our discussion. But after I came here 
I met. some of my friends and from inquiries I have come to know that there 
was at that time in Dacca a sufficient supply of cotton of the variety oalli^ 
tree cotton which used to Ifrow in abundance and which' to yield the 
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fineBt yarn in the world. It was in the days of the East India Company a 
certain General, who was afterwards known as Sir Stephen Hamilton (?),. 
reported that at a certain place near Dacca there was a variety called tree 
cotton which produced sucli a fine quality of yam that he was actually 
surprised and he recommended, that all possible steps should be taken for the 
development of this variety of cotton. An inquiry showed that Sir Stephen 
Hamilton was referring to that part of the district now known as Kapasia. Kapas 
means cotton and the place was appropriately called Kapasia. But tree cotton 
has ceased to exist in that place. It is therefore not correct to say that there are 
no facilities in Bengal for the production of tree cotton and that all our efforts^ 
in that direction are bound to result in failure. The problem really is one 
which the Agricultural Department can tackle and it is somewhat unfortunate 
that although they must have been doing something to improve the cultivation 
and increase the supply of cotton, their ehorts so far have led to no appreciable 
results. The proposal that I make is that a selected officer specially fitted for 
the task be charged with the duty of reporting to Government what steps 
may be taken for improving the cultivation and increasing the supply of 
cotton. 1 may be told that there is the Department for the work. But, my 
Lord, if an officer is placed on special duty it goes without saying that he 
would be able to give his undivided attention to tKe subject, he would be able 
to devote all his energies and his suggestions are bound to be of a valuable 
character. I am not quite sure, but I was told yesterday and I think it is 
generally believed, that District Officers have been asked to collect informa- 
tion something on the lines suggested in the resolution. I do not know 
whether it is a fact, but even if it were it would not meet the situation, 
because, after all, the District Officers have got other duties to look to. They 
will perhaps depute one of their subordinate officers — very likely one not fully 
equipped for the task. Enquiries made by District Officers will not be usefuL 
But if an officer is placed on special duty he can tour through at least the 
suitable part of the province and he will find out what has been the history so 
far as the cultivation of tree cotton is concerned. He will take note of the 
soil and note other conditions that are necessary for the improvement and 
development of this kind of tree cotton and it goes without saying that liis 
report is bound lo be of a most valuable character. I only want that a 
selected officer be placed on special duty to tackle the problem of the increased 
supply of cotton, which is a most important problem at the present moment- 
And I (.lo not see that there is any difficulty for Government to depute one of 
its expert officers for that purpose. ISo far as this resolution is concerned, I 
would most confidently commend it to the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahenoka Chandka Mitka Bahadur aaid : — 

“My Lord, I beg to support the resolution. The mover has already 
brought to the notice of the Council that there are places in this part of the 
province in which cotton of the finest quality used to be grown. I come from 
West Bengal and I can also say that there are villages in West Bengal 
where cotton used to be grown and those villages are still known as Kabas- 
danga. I do not find any such village in my district. But I know that in 
many villages in other districts the people used to cultivate cotton. But 
where are they now ? Their descendants are now working as mill-hands in 
^riverside mills in the riparian municipalities. So far as the Government Agri- 
cultural Department is concerned, I cannot but say. My Lord, that the culti- 
vation of cotton has not been properly looked after by Government. I have 
read with great attention the reports of the Agricultural Department, bnt I am 
sorry to say that the reports are very discouraging. 1 have made perMnal 
inquiries about seeds and I am glad to inform the Council that seeds are avail- 
aWe in many«. parts of the province. But th^ Agricultural Department- 
,I am told, getAh%ir seack from Bombay and aro selling them at Rs. 10* 
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per raaund but, allow me to «ay, that if proper inquiries are made it 
will be found that seeds can be had here at a price not above Rs. 2 
or Rs. 3 per maund. If a special officer is appointed to look into these 
matters, I am perfectly convinced that the proper step will be taken in 
the direction of cotton cultivation. We talk of weaving schools, but to m}" 
mind what is the necessity of them unless proper attention is paid towards 
the improvement of cotton cultivation ? Therefore, if a special officer is 
appointed, whether from the Agricultural or from any other department, I am 
almost sure that there will be an improvement in the present state of things. 
Moreover, if there be cotton cultivation in our own province the present 
difficulty will be avoided. With these words, I bea: to support the resolu- 
tion/’ 


The H'on’ble Babu Kishoki Mohan Ghaudhuri said : — 

“ My Lord. I support the resolution moved by my hon’ble friend. 
Maiilvi Fazl-ul-Haq. That there was cotton cultivation in Bengal can be 
proved from old zainin hiry papers. Cotton was known as kaj>as. But why it 
has deteriorated — whether on account of people taking to some otlun* cultivation 
or owing to the unsuitability of the soil — is a matter for investigation. This 
ought to have been done by the Agricultural I)e])artment by this time, but 
I am sorry that no such thing has been done. To import cotton seeds 
from Bombay would be of no use to us as we do not know whether the 
variety brought from Bombay is suitable to the soil of Lower Bengal. It is 
therefore necessary that an investigation be made and proper moaiiH be 
devised for improving cotton cultivation in Bengal. If wo import cotton 
seels from Bombay, it wili not l)e possible to turn out cotton at a cheap rate. 
It is, therefore, necessary that we should improve our own cultivation so that 
we could pi%)duce cotton at a cheap rate. I do not think it nocossary to speak 
much on the subject, but I fully agree with the Hon’ble Mover that a special 
officer should be appointed to properly investigate into the matter. ” 


The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

“ My Lord, I rise to support the resolution. I do so because I have 
faith in two things. The first in the honest laborious work of experts and 
secondly in the soil of Bengal. In spite of discouragement that we have 
received, I still believe that the last word lias not been said with regard 
to the Department of Agriculture. My Lord, to illustrate the matter, I 
might cite one or two instances. We all Know that within the last few years 
by the investigation of Mr. Milligan we have been able to add considerably 
to our knowledge of sugar and wo have also been able to very nearly 
approach the solution of the question in regard to tliat industry in BengaL 
My Lord, as regards sugar, we were told in the year 1915 that there was no 
hope for sugar in Bengal till a particular kind of cane was introduced in 
Rajshahi which produced an yield of 10 maunds per acre, and only recently I 
had occasion to come across an European gentleman just casually who had 
•come over to Rajshahi in order to get land worth several thousand rupees. 
In fact, he had no objection to purchase any extent of land for the purpose of 
starting a sugar factory. And it was only in 1915 that we were told that 
the soil of Bengal was not fit for sugar cultivation ! I believe that the 
•character of the soil is not the same throughout the whole of the distriotl 
The character of the land in Bikrampur, in Tippera, Noakhali or Chittagong 
may differ but places may be found in these districtn which may be found- 
sditable for the cultivation of a particular kind of cotton. In fact, what is 
•wanted is an efficient, hardworking expert who should be able to devote his 
whole time to the task. It is the whole-time worker that is wanted who 
would be able to devote his energies on one particular experiment and whose 
report would not contain vague generalities. It may be, that after experiments. 
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Buch an expert may not be able to give ns a good report. But what of that ? 
Then at least we shall have the Satisfaction that we have done our doty. 
We know that in certain parts of Tippera have 1>een found traces erf the 
base of lortner rivers. I have noticed certain spots in Chota Nagpur where 
cotton can be grown. And I take the reponsibility of saying that it is a case 
for an inquiry. 1 hope that the Government will not give up the question 
either of silk growing or of sugar growing or of cotton growing without a 
more thorough inquiry/* 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said : — 

“ My Lord, the reply of Government to the Hon’ble Member’s resolution 
can be expressed very shortly. Government are at one with the Hon’ble 
Member and the other speakers in their desire to promote, as far as possible, 
the cultivation of cotton in this province, but the point on which Government 
differ from him is the method to be adopted. It is quite true, as has been men- 
tioned by one speaker, that the cotton that is being grown in any quantity, 
apart from a very small area in the Bankura and Midnapore districts, is to 
be found in the areas of Hill Tippera and the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and Hon’ble Babu 
Kisori Mohan Chaudhuri have stated that enquiries sliould now be made as 
to whether cotton cannot be grown in other areas in the plains of Bengal. If 
1 have understood them correctly, the suggestion from their remarks is that 
nothing has hitherto been done in this direction. It is not inaccurate to say 
that for more than half a century special enquiries have been made from time 
to time to promote the cultivation of cotton in the plains of Bengal. It is 
an obvious remark to make that cotton was grown at one time, and there is 
sufficient evidence of that fact ; but in the plains of Bengal, as at present consti- 
tuted, partly fi-om rainfall, and partly from* certain diseases to which the 
cotton plant is liable, it has not been found possible to promote that 
cultivation. 

Now, I have said that Government differ as to the method. As the 
Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar has mentioned, the last word has not been 
said on the subject, I myself am also still somewhat of an optimist in the 
matter. 

The proposal before the Council is that a selected officer be deputed 
for the purpose. To this, I can only say that the only otticer who can, at the 
present time, be spared, or who will be suitable for such an enquiry, is our 
Economic Botanist, and he is at present giving a great deal of attention to the 
subject and is examining: a number of indigenous and exotic varieties of 
. cotton under the conditions pertaining to Bengal. It is true that if he were 
placed on special duty he might possibly be able to do more ; but the 
Economic Botanist has several and varied duties to perform at the present 
time. Apart from him, the Agricultural Department as a whole are giving 
special attention to the matter. In the first place, members of the district 
agricultural staff are examining a number of plots in order to gain informa- 
tion regarding the suitability of the exotic varieties ; and in the second place 
they are preparing indents for seed for the crop of next year. 

For these two reasons, Government, 1 am afraid, are not prepared 
^ to accept the special recommendation of the Hon’ble Member ; first, because 
any officer specially selected outside the Agricultural Department would 
simply interfere with the existing organization ; and in the second place, if 
the officer were to be selected from within the department, he could be no 
Other than the Economic Botanist who, as I have already said, is giving hia 
special attention to this subject. 
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It will tbuB b© seen tbat QoTernment fully reoogfiiize the itnportano© 
of enquiry to which this resolution refers ; but, at the present moment, 
they are not able to do more than request the officers of the Agricultural 
Department to follow up these lines of enquiry, and in particular, to instruct 
the Economic Botanist to give, as far as possible, a large proportion of hie 
time to this jMirtioular enquiry. 

With these words, my Lord, I desire, on behalf of Government, to say 
that Government are not prepared to accept the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Maolvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Uaq said : — 

“ My Lewd, I must begin by saying that I consider the reply that has been 
given by the Hon’ble Mr. Gumming as absolutely unsatisfactory, and that 
I propose to press this resolution to a division. I would most earnestly 
request my non-official colleagues to bestow a little attention to this question. 
We have been told that an officer has got to be selected from outside the 
Ag riculturVi Department if one is to be selected for the purpose I have in 
view. What is the good of having an Agricultural Department at all, if that 
department cannot supply one officer with expert knowh^dge to take into 
consideration the prospects of the improvement of one of the most important 
crops, viz.^ the improvement in the cultivation of cotton in the districts in 
Ben^l? What is the good of Government spending so much mont'y and 
nursing a department which sends out officers to the villages simply to look 
after the old fashioned days of our agriculturists and which cannot devote its 
proper attention or its energies to find out a solution for a problem which is 
agitating the public? mind so much a.t the present moment ? Is it necessary to 
go outside the Agricultural Department ? Is there no officer in that depart- 
ment who has received a training not merely in India but who has gone outside 
India? I know that there are gentlemen who have received such a training 
not merely in this country but outside it and who are fully equippeil to take 
up this task. I am told that the Economic Botanist — 1 could not catch the 
expression, but by whatever formidable name he may be called — is at present 
weighed down with other duties and can only devote a portion of his time to 
this work. Why, my Lord, should parsimony be shown, when it comes to a 
question of looking after the needs of cotton cultivation, and that this 
officer should do this work in addition to his other duties ? Why is it that 
we cannot get a whole-time officer who can devote his undivided attention to 
this important matter? It is for this reason, my Lord, that I have asked 
that a certain officer be placed on special duty. We might pc^rhaps bq told 
that the district agricultural officers or the different officers who belong to the 
Department of Agriculture are in some way concerned with this question. 
But is that sufficient ? What we want is not a man who has come into 
contact with the Agricultural Department, not a man who has got a 
superficial knowledge in agricultural improvements and can use tine 
phrases which we do not understand by which ho shrouds his problems 
with a mystery. But what we want is a man who has received a good 
training in this particular matter and who can really l>e called an export and 
who must devote his whole time and attention to this matter. 1 ilo not know, 
my Lord, whether the importance of this matter has been fully recognized. 
Why is it that Government cannot spare an officer for a month or a couple of 
months in order that he may consider .this very important question ? After 
all,, wliat I ask for is that Government should take steps to improve the 
supply of cotton in this province, the yield should be increased and that 
the prospects of the cultivation shoiidd be improved. Are the Government 
to tolerate a situation in which the price of a pair of dhoites has gone up fr<^ 
Rs. 3 to Rs. 8, and when Government have received reports of cases of 
suicide and lamentable occurrences in the domestic life of the proTtnee ? 
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After all these, are we going to be told thtft Government are afraid to con- 
sider this question which is of the supremest importance at the present 
moment ? 

Are not the Government aware of the vital needs of the Empire at the 
present moment ? We, who are discussing this matter, do realize what this 
distress means, what the price of a pair of dhoties means, what an acute 
feeling has been caused b/ so many tragedies which are known to us. I 
submit, my Lord, that in the face of these, if Government cannot find an 
officer from the Agricultural Department who could be placed on special duty 
for a couple of months, I must then earnestly ask Government to take this 
matter into their consideration and abolish that department altogether and 
save some money to the public tax-payer. We might be told that there 
are no district agricultural officers who possess an expert knowledge which 
is necessary for an examination of this problem. It is for this reason that 
1 have suggested that an expert officer be deputed for this work. I do not 
understand the position which has been taken up by Government without 
hearing our arguments and that is the reason why we are driven to have 
recourse to moving resolutions in Council. I must strongly urge upon the 
personal consideration of Your Excellency the acceptance of this resolution.” 


^Tho Hon’ble Mr. Orum said : — 

’’ My Lord, I am afraid that I am unable to agree with the very strong 
way in which the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq has pressed his resolution ; but 
at the same time, I do not think that the Government answer to the question 
is quite satisfactory. The question of cotton .cultivation in Bengal resolves 
itself into two parts. First of all we havt? the ordinary staple cotton which 
is grown in many other parts of India, and which wo would wish to 
encourage now as a war measure and, if possible, to reduce the price. I do 
not think it is necessary to bring over cotton seed from Bombay and try to 
grow it^ in the plains of Bengal, because I am definitely satisfied that except 

g ossibly in some places such as Midnapore or Hill Tippera, as the Hon’ble 
ir Nilratan Sarkar says, it is perfectly useless to attempt to grow short 
staple cotton in the plains of southern Bengal ; but the mover of the resolu- 
tion did touch during his first speech on what, I think, must be regarded as 
rather an im))ortant point, and that is the produce of long staple cotton in 
the Dacca district. Years ago Dacca used to produce an extraordinarily fine 
muslin and this was made from long staple tree cotton, so I am told. 
The industry apparentlj^ died out many years ago. because it could not 
compote with machine-made English goods in the same style, and possibly 
because the demand for this very fine muslin disappeared or was reduced. 
Twenty years ago, the price of ordinary American cotton was id. per lb., 
before the war, 4 or 5 years ago, it was 6rf. per lb. and nowadays it is 22d. 
per lb. The price of superior cotton, such as Egyptian cotton and other 
varieties of long stapled cotton, has equally increased in value. As regards 
the liigh prices, we may not perhaps see anything like the old prices for a great 
many years to come, if ever ; and I do think it is conceivable tfiat an industry 
such as tree cotton in Dacca which has died out a considerable number of 
years ago, because it could not compete with the other types of the same 
industry at that time might now owing to the higher price of cotton be a 
feasible trade. Therefore, on that point, I would like Government to tell us 
what they think of the tree cotton trade of Dacca and if they intend to make 
enquiries on that point. There has lately been a Committee sitting in 
Bombay on the question of cotton in India, and it might be possible to get 
into communication with that Committee and find out what they have got to 
say on the subject. It is possible that some of the gentlemen who were 
sitting on that Committee would be available to examine tliis question in 
Bengal. Therefore, although I do not propose to press for the resolution, I 
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rould fiugsrest that Government might do more than they propose to do at 

resent.” 


The question being put a division was taken with the following result : 


Ayes — 14. 

he Hon*ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookarjee, 
K.C.I.B. 

„ „ Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

„ „ Mr. J. W. Hely HutohiuBon. 

„ „ Habu Brojendra Kishor Ray 

Chaudhuri. 

V *9 Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 

„ „ Mr. W. E. Cram, o.B.E. 

„ „ Mr. E. A. Martin. 

,, „ Manlvi Abul Kasem. 

„ „ Manlvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

,, „ Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

n ,1 Mr. Altaf Ali. 

„ „ Rai Sri Nath Ray Hahadur. 

99 Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur. 

,9 „ Babn Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


Noes — 12. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.I.B., 
C.8.1. 

„ Mr. J. G. Cuiuming:, c. 8 . 1 .. 

C.I.B. 

„ Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, 

K.C.8.I., K.C.I.K., I.O.M.. 

Maharajudhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan. 

„ Mr. J. H. Kerr, C.8.I., C.l.E. 

„ Major-General W. H. B. 

Robinson, C.B., i.m.b. 

,, Mr. J. Donald. C.l.E. 

„ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

„ Mr. H. P. Duval. 

,. Mr. C. H. Bompas, c.k.i. 

„ Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

„ Rai Priya Nath Mukharji 

Bahadur, 1.8.0. 


le following mem born were absent : — 

The Hon’blo Mr. C. J. SteveiiHon-Moore, c.x.o. 

•9 9, Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, k.c. 

99 99 Mr. C. F. Payne. 

19 *1 The Nawab Bahadur of Murwhidabad. k.c.h.i., k.c.v.o. 

9 . 9* Mr. J. Mackenzie, o.b.e. 

99 9, Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, c.i.e. 

9 9 9 1 Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

9 9 9 9 Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

9 9 9 , Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

19 99 Babu Siv Nara3^an Mukharji. 

99 ,, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

19 9 9 Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

9 9 9, Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, Kr., c.i.e. 

9 , ,9 Bai Debender Cliunder GhoBc Bahadur. 

91 9, Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.e., c.b.e. 

99 19 Mr. E. B. Eden. 

99 ,7 Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, c.i.e. 

11 11 Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

19 7- Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

11 1- Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

1* „ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

•1 7, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

11 1, Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

11 7, Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

11 91 Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

The Ajres being 14 and the Noes 12 , the motion was carried. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 14. 

The Hon*ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the head- 
quarters of the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, be permanently located at 
Dacca. 


He said ; — 

My Lord, this is one of our hardy Dacca annuals. I have been 
persuaded to bring up this resolution for the simple reason that the orders 
that have recently been passed for allocating the office of the Registrar, 
Co-operative Societies, in Calcutta, might be reconsidered by Government. 
The reasons for allocating the office at Calcutta and not at Dacca as given 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell on tlie last occasion may be briefly 
summarised as follows : — 

First, there was the proposal for the establishment of a provincial 
co-operative bank which would be under the control of the Registrar, and 
secondly, that although there are more societies in Eastern Bengal than in 
Western Bengal, the needs of Western Bengal were much greater than the 
needs in Eastern Bengal and therefoi*e required the constant attention of the 
Registrar, and thirdly, that money was flowing in rapidly so that the Registrar 
had to interview the investors and intending capitalists and that he should 
be there to be in touch with all those persons. Another argument which 
was advanced was that since the Hon’blo Member in charge of the depart- 
ment had to be in Calcutta it was very necessary that the Registrar, the head 
of the department, should also be in the same city. But now it has becomi* 
necessary to consider all these reasons in the light of t^e facts that I am 
now going to place before this Council. I may begin by saying that 
exactly the same arguments were put forward as regards the location of the 
Agricultural Department permanently in this city and I would ask Your 
Excellency's Government to consider whether after the recent decision of 
the Government with regard to this department the office of Registrar of the 
Co-operative Societies should not be located at Dacca. I have not brought 
forward this resolution in order to embarmss Government in any way but 
simply because I feel that the activities of the Registrar of the Co-operative 
Societies and of the Department of Agriculture are so closely bound up 
together that it is very necessary that the head of the Department of Co- 
operative Societies should be in touch with the head of the Department of 
Agriculture far more so than with the Hon'ble Member in charge of the 
department. We have all heard that one of the means by which Government 
proposes to introduce a larger amount of weaving or induce weavers to get 
cotton is by starting Co-operative Societies. My Lord, is it not therefore 
necessary that the Registrar should be somewhere near the Agricultural 
Department, so that the two departments may co-ordinate their efforts to 
bring about the best of results? As regards the reasons that had been given 
I would presently show that they do not hold good at the present moment. 
As regards the provincial bank the operations may as well be directed 
from here. We know that thei^ is a Joint- Registrar at Dacca and I think 
the duties of the Registrar for the purpose may vei^y well be performed by 
the Joint-Registrar. As regards the second reason that was given, namely, 
that the needs of Western Bengal are greater, I submit that we have got 
two for that purpose for the Western BeuMl districts, as a^inst one in the 
Eastern Ben^ districts. It therefore follows that provision hap already 
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been made for the needs of Western Bon^aral. Tlie only question now to be 
considered is whether the office should be located in Calcuita. As regards 
the point that the Registrar should be in touch with the Hon’ble Member we 
all know that the state of things which the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell 
represented do not now exist as the Kegisti-ar has not now got his office 
in Writers’ Buildings but somewhere outside it in a plact‘ called Dacre’s Lane. 
Therefore, so far as those little conferences between the Hon’ble Miunl)er and 
Mr. J. M. Mitra which are said to have led to such useful results are now at 
an end. The reasons for allocating the Director of Agriculture at Dacca havt^ 
been proved to be untenable by experience. We were told it was practically 
impossible to move that officuu* from (. Calcutta. But it has provi^l to be quite 
possible and the system is going on very well in spitt* of what the Hon’ble 
Mr. Beatson Boll said. He said that the Director of Agriculturt* sliouKl t)e in 
touch with the mercantile lirms of ('alcutta and it was absolutely (essential 
that he should remain in Calcutta. 'Fhe mercantile firms have no brancht^s at 
Dacca, yet they get tlieir informations from the Director all the same. There- 
fore 1 would appeal to Your Excidlency and to Your Excellency’s (lovornmenl 
not to take up an unHympatheti(‘ attitude in this matter but give ii their careful 
consideration. I think a possible objection may be made to this resolution with 
regard to the position that is occupied l)y the Ib^gistrar of tln^ Co-operative 
Sociehes regai'cling his office. I know something of the working of the 
Co-ot)erative Societies and therefore I know that the argument may be based 
on the fact that tln^ Registrar is now the Chairman of tln^ (central Hank, lint 
1 may tell tlie Council that no less than sevon Directors of the Bank belong to 
Eastern Bengal. And if the Registrar has his officii at Dacca it would be more 
convenient for the Directors to iiuuU there than in ('alcutta. Wi^stern Bengal 
districts supply only four menib(U’s. For all these nmsons, 1 submit that the. 
office of the Registrar of ( 'o-oporati ve Societies should b(‘ located in Dacca.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cummino said : — 

“My Lord, Government arc entindy atom* with tin* llon'bli* Mendxn- 
in his desirt* to euc^xirage the co-operative nK>vement in this part, as well 
as in other t)arts of the Presidency, but tin’s can be done without tin* transfer 
of the liead of the Departm(*nt from tlu^ headquarters of the administra- 
tion. Lord Carmichael in 1913, when tliis matter was suggested, r<*forriHl 
to the possibility’^ of the transfer of control in th(^ case of certain departments 
in which the mass of the business tend(*d for the moment to gravii.ate to this 
part of Bengal. 1 shall (explain shortly that this is tln^ reason why there has 
been a change in connection witli tln^ Agricultural Department. 

The Hon’l>le Member has referred to the discussion on the subject in 1917. 
i.e,^ last year, when the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell pointed out that the mass of the 
business before the liegistrar then concentrated in (’alciitta. It is true that the 
[losition is not quite the same as last year ; hut on the other hand, it is not so far 
different, that there appears to be sufficient justification for the transfer of the 
Registrar. In the first place, as regards the arguments raised with reference 
to the provincial bank, the Hon’ble Member says that the hank has not been 
created. It is true that the provincial bank, as a bank, has not been created. 
But the federation of central banks, to which he refers, was the association of 
banks to which my predecessor was referring last year. This federation has 
been created in the course of the last 1^ months; it has its officer in Calcutta 
and is in the immediate personal control of the Ke^strar. On these grounds, it 
is desirable that the Registrar should retain his headquarters in Calcutta. 
In the second place, there has been a decentralisation of authority since last 
year. Since the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell spoke in August 1917, three officers, 
as the Hon’bl© Member has mentioned, have been appointed to assist the 
Registrar with co-ordinate powers. He is not precisely correct in stating 
there are two for the Western Provinces and one for East Bengal. The three 
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officers appointed are one for Northern Bengal, one for Western Bengal, and 
one for Eastern Bengal ; and at present there is in Dacca a Deputy Collector 
on special duty with the special powers of a Joint-Registrar, Surely from this 
it does not follow tliat the Registrar should be transferred here, but rather 
that the necessity for the transfer here has considerably diminished. 

The further argument that was used by the Hon’ble Member when speaking^ 
in support of the resolution was that last year reasons were given why the 
headsliip of the Agricultural Department should not be removed from the 
centre of the administration, whereas it is a fact that the Director of Agricul- 
ture has now his headquarters in Dacca. But there is a difference between 
the two cases ; in the case of the Agricultural Department there has un- 
doubtedly been a greater concentration of work within the last year in Dacca., 
and it is not therefore inapjTopriate that at present the headship of the 
department should be at Dacca. But in the case of the work of the department 
dealing with Co-operative Societies, there has not been such a concentration 
of work in the eastern districts of the province. As the Hon’ble Mr. Beatsun 
B(ill pointed out last year, the Registrar is essentially a touring officer who 
gives his services to East Bengal as well as to .other parts of the province. 
In fact, om‘ district belonging to the Dacca Division, namely, tlje Earidpur 
district, is really under his own p(TSOnal control at the present moment. I, 
therefore, submit that there appears to be no justification for permanently 
locating the headquarters of the Registrar away from the headquarters of the 
provincial administration ; and in view of the fact that the Registrar is 
represented in Dacca by an officer who has co-ordinate ]>owers with the 
Registrar, the Hon’ble Mover will realise that the grounds for transferring tlie 
Registrar have, as I have stated, very much decreased ; and I hope he will 
perhaps not press his resolution."’ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. P"azl-ijl-Hao said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I hav(‘ very little toadd to what 1 have already stated. I must 
admit that after all the Government must Ix' allowed to judge where particu- 
lar officers should be located. AW can only put forward suggestions. If, 
therefore, in this particular matter Government find that there are difficulties 
in the way of permanently locating this office at Dacca, I would not be 
well advised in pressing this resolution. Besides, I do not wish to make 
the location of the Registrar of C'o-operative Societies dependent on the 
location of the office of the Director of Agriculture in Dacca, because I find 
tliat t.here is very litthi cliance of my motion being carried ; and, after all, we 
may lose the Director of Agriculture also. I do not, therefore, wish to press 
this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

President's Address. 


The President said : — 

“ It will perhaps be for the convenience of Hon’ble Members if, before we 
adjourn for the luncheon interval, I make some remarks with reference to 
item No. 22 which appears on the agenda, in which the Hon’ble Maulvi 
P'azl-ul-Haq proposes to recommend to the Governor in Council that a Com- 
mittee of non-official members be appointed to consider the list of subjects 
to be transferred to popular control, as suggested in paragi-aph 238 of th(i 
Report on Constitutional Reforms. I am going to suggest, for the considera- 
tion of the Hon’ble Maulvi, that he should not move that resolution to-day ; 
and 1 make that suggestion for two reasons : the first is that the Govern- 
ment have no more control over the non-official members of this Council than 
the Hon’ble Maulvi has himself ; and Government cannot order non-official 
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members to serve on committees against their will. It ie perfectly easy for 
1 1)0 Hon Die Maulvi, if he deBiros to do so, formally to suyrgoBi a committee 
without moving any resolution on the subject in this Council. My second 
reason is one to which I attach more importance, and it is this : 1 think it 
would be more satisfactory from every point of view, if the Hon’blt^ Members 
of this Council desire to discuss the Reform Scheme and express rheir views 
upon it, that they should be given a special opportunitv of discussing the 
scheme as a whole from every point of view. That being so, 1 am prepared to 
summon a special session of tiie non-official members of (Council for that 
purpose. The only question is tlie time at which such a session should be 
held. I suggest for th(^ consideration of Hon’ble Members two alternative 
dates. I should be prepared, for instance, to summon such a special mei^ting 
to take place at the conclusion o| the ordinary business of the Legislaiivt* 
Council which will be held during tlie first week in September ; that is one 
date for your consideration ; or again I would prepared, if tliat daU^ be not 
convenient to the majority of members, to summon such a meeting later in 
the autumn, say some time early in November. Tluuv are advantages and 
disadvantages attached to each of thest^ dates. Hon’ble Members may say tliat 
they desire to express their opinions before the Covernment submit their 
views to the Government of India; and that is an argument in favour of 
holding a special session early in SeptemlKu\ On the other hand, non-official 
members of this Council have been asked individually to submit their viim^s 
to Government, so that the argument which T have jlist adduced in favour of 
holding a special session early in Septeml)er is not necessarily a very cogent 
one. The arguments in favour of holding such a meeting later an% "l think, 
that it will give Hon’ble Members greater time in which to digest the 
many complicated proposals which are contained in the scheme and will 
enable them to express a more matured judgment upon them. Rut I do not 
wish to influence Hon’bie Members one way or the other. I am quiti' pre^pared, 
as I have said, to summon a specdal session either during the first week iii 
S(*ptember or imrly in November, and 1 would suggt*st that thosi^ non-official 
nH‘ml)ers who are pn^semt here to-day might perhaps mei^l the Vict»-Pn‘sid(>nt 
i»t‘fore w<‘ n^-assembh* this afternoon and tell him what their viinvs are with 
re rard to this question of dates. 

I would proposes that we shoubl now adjourn, and that we 
again at a <piartf*r liefore 3 o’clock. Tht^ tlon’l>le Sir Henry 
b(" pleased to be lierc ar 2-30 p.m. and discuss this matter 
Members who wish to do so.” 

The Council then adjourned for lunch. 


should llKMit 
Wh(M)h^r will 
with Ilon’bh* 


ArTKR Lun(’h. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 16. 

The Hon’ble Ma ULVi A. K. Fazl-cl-Haq also movetl the following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that in view of the 
distress now prevailing in the country. Government be ploasetl to sanction an 
increment on a suitable scale to the pay of all public serv^ants drawing 
monthly salaries up to Rs. 100 a rnontli. 

He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I feel I need not say very much in commending this 
resolution to the acceptance of Your Excellency’s Council. It has been 
admitted eu all hands that the distress prevailing in this country is very 
acute, and that all public servants drawing a very small pay, say up to 
R«. 100 a month, find it very hard to make their both ends meet, and it 
would be a great relief if Government could see their way to add any 
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incrementB to salaries in any way (i.overnment might think fit and 

proper. I am tohl that action on these lines have already l>een taken by 
other Governments and the Governnieni of India specially, and that private 
companies also and employers of labour have thought to give increments 
to their servants in view of the distress prevailing. The harder case is that 
of the menial servants who draw a salary which is not even sufficient for 
them to purchase a pair of dhoties at the rates prevailing in the country. A 
pair of dhoti now costs about Rs. 7, and supposing there are six members in the 
family and fjach member requires a pair throughout the year, he has got 
to 8f)end on dhoties something which is equal to his annual income, which 
leaves barely anything for the maintenance of his family. Officers in the 
enjoyment of high salaries do not feel so .acutely as the poorer servants, whose 
case I have cited. It is on their behalf that I would urge this resolutio!> 
for ac(jeptance by Your Excellency’s Council. I do not think that it would 
entail a heavy expetiditure, because the increments they would draw would 
l)e V(*ry small. With these few words, I beg to commenil this resolution 
to the a(ic(^ptance of ^’our Excellency’s Council.” 


Tl)e llon’bh' Sin Henkv WiiEELmi said : — 

“ My Lord, this ]*esolution is of a typt* which necessarily presents tln^ 
Financial Depiirtmeni in a somewhat invidious attitude. We all like to feel 
that we had done something in the course of the day to help those whom 
the eircumstanct^B of lih^ may have temporarily hit somewhat hard, and the 
Financial Departnumt shares that amiaide weakness with oth(*r members 
of the (/ouncil. But, on the otheu* hand, the* Financial Department is 
particularly entrusted with the task of admiiiist(^ring to th(^ In^st of its 
ability the income and expenditure of the Local Government, and we are 
bound, therefore, to insist on certain practical possibilities b(‘fort‘ undertaking 
fresh expenditure. 

In the tirst place, we have already recognized to some i‘Xt(uit the 
conditions to which the Hon’ble Member has referred, and we have given 
some relii;f in the of the* lowest paid servants o{ Government, who, he 
will doubtless agree', have the first claim. The Hon’ble Member has put his 
limit at Rs. 100 ; we have put ours somewhat lower, and have dealt first 
with the menial servants, the more humble employees of tht* chaprassi^ farash 
and peon type. Even before the war, as is well known, the economic condi- 
tions in this country were tending to drive up the rates of lower paid labour 
all round, and that is a very serious problem with which future Local Govern- 
ments will bt^ faced, The.st' conditions were intensified by the war ; but, 
even apart from the war, we prepared a very elaborate scheme to benefit 
tdiese subordinates which we had submitted to the Government of India, 
In contradistinction to tin* Hon’ble Maulvi’s happy anticipation that this 
will not cost a heavy sum, 1 may tell him that it will involve an expenditure 
of something like Hs. 17 lakhs. Although we could not face the full cost of 
the scheme, we did, in view of war conditions introduce it in f)art ; we have 
done so by raising i he minimum pay to Rs. 10, Rs. 9 and Rs. 8, according to 
the classification of districts in respect of the ndative expense of living. 
In addition to this, we have given an extra rupee to those who are drawing 
less than Rs. 12. There is nothing very magnificent in this, but even that 
comparatively small measure involves an outlay of Rs. 4 lakhs approximately. 
1 leave it to the Council to calculate roughly what it is going to cost if we 
undertake sweeping relief on the lines of this resolution. 

As regards what has been done by the other Local Governments, we 
have not got full information, but as far as we can ascertain, the Bombay 
Government has given special relief in the Bombay and Karachi cities. 
Judging by what we see in the papers, the conditions of these two towns 
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have become abnormal in a very marked degree, the iiiHux of troops and 
all sorts of labour connected with the war having raised thi' cost of living 
to a level far higher than that in other cities. Pn^suinably it wan for this 
reason that the Bombay (iovernmont liad to undertake special measures of 
relief. The Government of India seem to have given special allowances to 
the Post and Telegraph and Railway Departments ; but both of these depart- 
ments have borne an exceptional strain by reason of t he war, and they art' 
both departments whose efficiency cannot possibly be allowed to deteriorate 
during the war. As far as we know, no Local Government has attempted to 
do anything of the very wide character of this resolution. 


Therefore, Sir, we cannot |>roinise anytliing to that extent. As I have 
said, we have done soin(>thing in the case of the lowest paid servants of 
(Tovernment, and in the course of tin* year, I hav<‘ no douht we shall ilo more* 
in individual cases as tliey arise, since specific cases of this dc^scription are sure 
to crop up from time to timi*. 1 am afraid, liovvever, that we co\dd not 
possibly, ill the present stat(‘ of our provincial finances, when economy is 
being enjoined upon us, promist* that we would give sonn^thing toall in receipt 
of less than Rs. 100 in recognition of the high rat(*M of living duo to the war. 
The difficulties arising out of t he war are shared by us all, and we have got 
t o bear thmn with what philosophy we can ; but in respect of the clerical 
classes, in jjarticular, it is to be rernemlxu't^d that, in so far as grain prices 
iiave b(Hm far 1 ()W(m- than th(^ average* of the past few ye^ars, ila^y have* bem*- 
fited to that extent, ('V(‘n though they are paying mon^ for (jIoiIi and other 
riecessari(*8 of life. do not deny that there* is hardship, but w(> can only 

relieve it up to a [loint ; and for the rest, with all sympathy for those who art* 
suffering, 1 am afraid things must continue as tliey art*.” 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAg siiid : — 

“My Lord, I do not wisli lo fix Rs. 100 as the unaltiTable limit. It is 
really for the Governincnl to say wlu*ro iIk* lint* Hhoultl bc (lrawii, and I admit 
that in this respect the Gt)V(*rnmt*nt would bt* tlit* best judgti ol the matte*!’. 
In addition to what 1 said I would only bring to tdu* notice of the Govcu-ii- 
ment the ease of two tdasses of public Hf‘rvants wliost* claims for an increment 
of pay (L)V(*rnmeiit have assured us that they would be considered. I refer lo 
tht^ case of the Civil Court pt^ons and clerks of tin* Registration i)o|)artni(mt . 
As regards both of these, Hch(*nit*s have been prt*paretl for an increnitxit of pay, 
and as far as I can understand, these sclieiiies are being ln*ld up owing to tin- 
abnormal condition firi'vading in consequence ol t he war. But 1 would press 
their claims again on the attention of the Goverruneiit. As regards the 
Htat( 3 nu*nt that no Local Covernmont havi* done anything, I would h(^g leave 
to point out that as the tiuu^s are somewliat abnormal, the prevailing (Hindi- 
tions in Bengal are also somewhat abnormal. W (* an* all suffcririg no doubt 
in consecjuence of the war and wo will suffer patiently because we know that 
all thos€i sufferings are not certainly ol our own stacking. It is due to 
circumstanees over which we can havi* no e<^)ntrol. But at tlie same tinu^ we 
must remember that this suffering is acutest in the case ol lliost^ whoH(* 
income or salary is small. And I tii(*r(*lorc submit tlifit those wliose pay is ol 
the lowest grade — they have got the first claim on the att(*ntion ol the Gt)V(*.rn- 
iiient. 1 am glad to hear that Government have taken etu’tain at^tion in the 
Tnatter and will take further action as soon as a sufficient (uise is rnade out. 
I am convinced that the wheels of Government move very slowly. ^ 1 herefore, 
it becomes necessary to pr(*88 this matter on the attention of the Government. 
It is in their hands that the destiny ol th(*s(* po(a' men lie. A diflerence of a 
few rupees may mean much to them, »vhile it may not mean much to Govern- 
ment and it is they who are the acutest suHert^rs in the distress now prc*. vail- 
ing in the country. I wish everybody knew fully of the extent ol the distress 
that is now prevailing. Everybody says that then* is distress, but how many 
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roaiize the acutenena of that distress ? A pair of dhotis costing Rs. 3 before 
are now selling at Rs. 8. It may he an increase of Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 only, but it 
may mean taking away a good substantial portion of an ordinary man’s 
monthly income. It is for this reason that I press this resolution on the 
attention of the Government although the total expenditure may come up to 
17 lakhs of rupees. What I would suggest is this that not only a beginning 
should be made, but that the beginning shouli be a substantial one and 
ways and means must also be found out by Government. It may be by 
paying occasional bonuses to these people or by any other way. That I leave 
to Government. I do not wish to say anything further. 

Tlie resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 16. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the orders 
r(*cently issued by the Government for the retirement from the public service 
of officers attaining the age of 55 be sparingly used in the case of members 
of the Provincial Judicial Service so long as the conditions of initial reeruit- 
numt to that service are not improved. 


He said : — 

My Lord, 1 am told that this resolution of mine has caused something 
like a furore in the ranks of the munsifs. J'h(‘y think that if tlu‘ Sul)urdinate 
Judges ar(‘ allowed to hold on, it will block promotion of munsifs and it is 
for this reason that they fear that *what may be good for tlu^ 8ul)ordinate 
Judges may b(‘ something like an injury to their own int(n*ests. If there is 
any munsif who thinks so, I am sorry that my resolution should liave 
given rise to that impression. What 1 mean is that cases of exceptional 
characttn* might occur and I ask Government to take such cases into their 
consideration. To begin with, we know that th ‘se munsifs are not confirnu^d 
in their posts till they attain tin, agi* of 32. Even if they arc confirmed at an 
earlier age tiiey cannot complete 25 years’ service before they attain the age 
of 55, and as uiuler the new rules he would have to I’ctire then, he would not 
be entitled to draw half pension. Of course, he would be entitled to half 
pension if he has completed his 25 years’ service. It may so happen that a 
Subordinatt> Judge is compelled to retire at 55 and if he ha:^ a few montlis’ 
more servic^^ to complete his 25 years, it would be very hard for him if he is 
not allowed an extension so as to get the benefit of drawing full pension. 1 
would ask Your Excellency’s Government to consider those extreme cases, 
especially in the judicial service. I expect that when some improvements 
take place in the judicial service, officers may be confirmed at an earlier age 
than at present. Then in that case this question would not arise. VVTth these 
words I beg to move the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

'‘My Lord, 1 support the resolution moved by my Hon’ble friend. 
Ordinarily we are not for granting extensions, but there may be occasions to 
which reference has been made by^ the Hon’ble Mover where it might prove 
very hard for an officer if he is not allowed to complete his 25 years of service 
and to draw full pension. Their cases ought to be considered. I believe 
Government are also anxious to grant in such special cases certain conces- 
sions. Moreover, efficient officers of Government expect that they should be 
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allowed to draw full pennon. There are oaneB in which concessions oug^ht to 
be given and I support the proposal. It is not necessary to speak much on 
the subject. As regards members of the Executive Branch, since they are 
nominated they pass through a probationary ptniod and that is counted 
towards pension. But the munsifs are not confirmed before they attain the 
age of 33 or 34. Of course, in their cases the officiating pericnl is counted, 
but very few of them get an officiating appointment within 3 or 4 years of 
their service. Under these circumstances I think it is quite reasonable that 
concession should be sliown especially to tlie efficient and hard-working 
officers. With these words I beg to support the resc)lution.” 


Tlie Hon’ble M aharajadhiuaja Bahaduk of Burdwan said : — 

** My Lord, I am afraid I have got to disappoint the Hon’ble Maulvi Kazb 
ul-Haq regarding this resolution ; for 1 do not think that a strong case has 
been made out for the accop)tance of the Government, nor that by the accept- 
ance of this resolution would the Maulvi Sahib bedoibigany real service to 
the judicial service regarding which he wants a certain amount of (ionCession 
and consideration shown. The new rules have just come into force and tin* 
Provincial Government is bound not only to accept t hem but to make a begin- 
ning of a question which has been allowed to go on unchetiked fora longtime. 
1 think, 1 may remind the Hon’ble Member that Government, have already 
given their assurance that they will accept the question of the in(;rease of pay 
in th(^ junior gradi^s as soon as a reply from th(‘ High Court is received on the 
subject. As to using the power of granting extensions mor(‘ extemsively rathc^r 
than sparingly, as I hav(^ already said Government are liound to carry out the 
new rules under the (dvil Service Regulations by which extensions an^ not to 
be granted to officers of any branch of th(^ services except where there is an 
unquestionable public advantage by relaining that offictir, or wliere the offitu'r 
ir> really physically fit to continu(\ The age limit of 55 has been found to be 
a good working limit for retirement, and therefore there is no reason wliy 
exception sliould Ix^ made for one particular s('rvici‘. Every extemsion grant(‘.d 
delays, as tlie Hon’ble Maulvi Sahib himself knows, promotion of junior men, 
and if no extensions had been granted, there would now he no munsif over 
two years’ service in the lowest grade. In these days of efficiency Govern- 
ment must also stipulat(s like all private individuals, on having tln^ best merr 
available for every service, and 1 think that this holds good for the judicial 
branch of the executive, just as much as for tlie executive branch of the saiini 
service. Government cannot make any differentiation in a matter of this kind. 
Moreover, the Hon’l>le Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq has said that he wants this clemencjy 
to be shown in cases of an extriniK^ nature. I would ask him to leave this to 
the discretion of the Government. If it is really a case where it so happens 
that a Sub-Judge has to complete only a few months to get his Government 
pension and if that officer has really done good service to Government, 1 
think the Maulvi Sahib can rest assured that the Government are not likely 
to overlook such a case, hut Government cannot as a general prirunple show 
such leniency to a particular service. 


Turning to what the Hon’ble Bahu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has said, 1 
am afraid that I could not follow him very carefully ; but I should like to 
say that there is some likelihood of there being a demoralising effect on the 
services by allowing Subordinate Judges more extensions than by disallowing 
them. I think the munsifs and younger men should be given a chance, and 
except in extreme cases, Government is bound to carry out the new rulea 
which have only recently been issued by the Secretary ol State and the 
Government of India. For these reasons and with the assurance that the 
Government will certainly in special cases look into the matter on its own 
merits, I hope that the Maulvi Sahib will not press this resolution before the 
Council. Government cannot accept it.” 
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The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — • 

1 beg leave, my Lord, to withdraw this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, witlidrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMI No. 17. 

The Hon’l>]e Mai:lvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq asked for leave to withdraw the 
following resolution ; — 

This Cyouneil recommends to the Governor in Council that the annual 
exodus of the Government lo Darjeeling be abandoned. 

He said : 

My Lord, as regards this resolution I beg leave to withdraw it without 
discussion, as there is very little chance of its being accepted.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawal!. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 18. 

The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following 
rf^solution : — 

This Council recommends to the (Governor in Council that pending the 
establishment of Muhammadan Ai*tb Colleges in Calcutta and Dacca, such 
colleges be opened in hired housc^s and steps be taken to mak(' them imme- 
diately available to Muhammadan students. 


He said : — 

“ My lord, this is one of the questions that the Muhammadan Members 
of this (V)uncil have tried often and often to press upon the attention 
of Government, and 1 feel bound to say that althouglj we have done all 
that we possildy could to induce Government to take some definite steps in 
the direction suggested in this resolution, We have still got this grievance that 
nothing practical has been done, and that there is no sign that anything is 
going to be done in the near future. I may, however, admit that in certain 
respects Government have done something to help Muhammadan students in 
pursuing their studies. For instance, the reservation of a certain number of 
seats in colleges and hostels ; but 1 wmuld earnestly ask Your Excellency to 
consider whether the concessions that have been made so far are really 
sufficient to meet the needs of the situation. My lord, so far as the case foV 
a Muhammadan Arts College in Calcutta and in this city is concerned, we 
have been discussing this ever since the year 1912, and we are all agreed 
that every year the number of Muhammadan students, who after passing the 
Matriculation examination seek admission to these colleges, has been gradually 
increasing. 1 do not think that I will meet with any contradiction froni 
Government when I say that a very large number of Muhammadan students 
have to give up their studies in consequence of their inability to find accom- 
modation in the existing colleges. I was laken to task for using the expres- 
sion * a large number of Muhammadan students,' but after all a census was 
taken, and I believe that I can confidently assert to-day in this hall that the 
number of students who have got to give up their studies for want of 
accommodation is really very, very large. If I am correct, the question arises 
whether the case for a Muhammadan Arts College has not been made out. 
We have discussed the question over and over again and we have been told 
in reply that the real difficulty in our way is one of funds. I will also admit 
that so far as this aspect of the question is concerned, I find that at the 



1918 .] 


Resolutions. 
Maulvi Ahul Kasem. 


821 


present moment the funds at the disp<^al of Government are not abundant, 
and that unless and until normal oonditions are restored, we cannot reason* 
ably ask Government to embark upon a fanciful expenditure. But I would, at 
the same time, ask Governmenr. to consider whether the pi-oposal I am now 
pressing is not of a much humbler character. 

After all, what is it that I want ? I want that a college be started in 
some hired house, meaning thereby that the matter should he loft primarily to 
private enterprise, and that Government should come forward to our help by 
allowing us some sort of monthly grant. Supposing the expenses of a fully 
equipped college come up to Rs. 5,000 a month roughly, and we raise about 
Rs. 8,000 by means of fees and donations, we would only require Rs. 2,0(K) 
a month or Rs. 24,000 a year from (Government. If this is done, we can wait 
till bettor times are restored and we can have the genuine article. But if we 
are told to wait indefinitely till normal conditions are restored, I submit that 
we would be asked to wait mucli too longer than human patience can bear. 
We have waited five years already, and we are still harping on the same 
string at the present moment. I therefore submit that, so far as this proposal 
is concerned, there is no very unsurmountable difficulty in the way of Govern- 
ment accepting this resolution ; and I therefore confidently hopt^ that 
Government will be pleased to accept it. I might possibly he told that the 
(/Jilcutta University Commission is considering the whole question of 
Universily teaching in this province, and that it would ho somewhat premature 
|o take steps in the direction I have suggested till tln^ decision of the (V>m- 
mission is known. 

Now, as regards the decision of the Commission, that again introduces 
an element of uncertainty into our calculations. We do not know how long 
we shall have to wait ; it may be as long as the war lasts or very much longer ; 
but I would say this much that whatever the decision of the (/ommission may 
be, there should be no possible difficulty in our having a college in a hired 
house and ultimately that college may be established under the rules that are 
to be framed by the University. I myself do not see any difficulty ; and if 
there are any, I would like to have them pointed out ; and if they are reason- 
able, 1 would not press my demand on the consideration of Government. But 
I have asked Government to consider this matter, and personally 1 do not see 
any difficulty in the way of it. I might have withheld my resolution till later 
after we received the recommendations of the University Commission. I 
reserve 'rny comments till 1 know the attitude of Government towards the 
question which I have raised. With these words, I commend my resolution 
for the acceptance of Council.’' 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Ahul Kasem said : — 

“ My Lord, I rise to support the motion which is moved by my friend to the 
right. I admit that the policy which the Muhammadans have followed some 
years back has been wrong with reference to Western education, and 1 think 
everyone will admit that we have already paid the penalty of our folly ; but, I 
beg to submit, my Lord, just as the Muhammadan student begins to take to 
Western education and University education, difficulties arise in the way of 
the student. First, there come University regulations which limit the number 
of boys in schools and also the course of teaching, by which a Muhammadan 
student cannot get into any college that he may find near his home, because 
the subjects which a Muhammadan boy is likely to take up or which will give 
him a good Muhammadan education as well as a good high education are not 
taught in every college, and that is the difficulty which a Muhammadan 
student has to meet wiiL Under present rules of the University, some 
cdlegM are affiliated in particular sukieotB of the University, aud some of 
them in other subjects ; so that the atuden^^ luis choose a particular college 
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to get admission, and the difficulty is that these colleges cannot admit as 
many Muhammadans as seek admission, because the number of colleges u'bich 
provide good education for Muhanraiadans is limited. 1 therefore think that 
it is advisable to have a college specially for Muhammadans where subjects 
■which are likely to be taken up by Muhammadan arts students will be taught, 
and so relieve the other colleges of the difficulty they find in accommodating 
Muhammadan l)oys. If iny suggestion may not be considered preposterous, I 
may add that the best way to deal with the question, so far as Calcutta is 
concerned, would be to add additional classes in the Presidency College, and 
these classes reserved for Muhammadan boys. This can be done with very 
little increase in the capital expenditure and also a little increase in the 
running expenditun; as well, because the running expenditure will certainly 
increase because the additional classes will mean additional professors ; but we 
will also get some income, as my friend has stated, from the fees, which will 
come to about Us. 3,000 a month, the expenditure will be Rs. 6,000, and the 
balance will be about Rs. 2,000. If I may be permitted, I would suggest that 
a similar attempt may be made in this city, which looks more or less like a 
city of deserted houses, and we have got a large number of buildings w’hich 
are unoccupied, and they can be utilised for the temporary use of the Muham- 
madan Arts College; although these buildings were never intended for use 
as colleges or schools, they might be utilised for such a purpose with a little 
alteration. It will We a great relief if a college be established and the Muham- 
madans put there. There was some difficulty as rogards hostel aocomm«lation; 
our difficulty will be removed if an attempt is made to have these institutions 
in hired buildings. Why we press for it is that if a college is started in 
hired buildings, Government will feel keenly the necessity of having a 
Muhammadan Arts College, and we hope and believe that the establishment of 
a college building will be expedited. It will then be considered more urgent 
than it is at present. There is an impression, my Lord, right or wrong, that if 
Government feel the necessity lor it and want to do it, it will be done without 
any serious inconvenience, and that ways and means could be found as ways 
and means have been found for many other projects which the other depart- 
ments have found necessary and have given preference to other schemes. J 
hope, my Lord, that as this question has been discussed so oftem. we shall at 
any rate come to a solution I Ids year and in this city which was primarily 
intended as the capital of Muhammadan Bengal.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Wordsworth said : — 

“ My Lord. 1 think it must have occurred to all Hon’ble Members on 
receiving notice of this resolution that the Hon’ble Mover has chosen a 
peculiarly unseasonable time for urging these demands upon Government. 
The resolution as placed before us to-day is new in form ; it is, however, 
a variation of a theme that has frequently been before us, has been dis- 
cussed in this Council on many occasions, and has received the attention 
of the Department of Education and of Government for many years. 
Governmont/’s sympathy with the project is well known, and its desire to help 
is well known ; and I think it is well known also that if the war had not 
intervened, our plans for ensuring special facilities for the higher education 
of Muhammadans w'ould have assumed a material form by this- time. The 
war, however, has upset Our calculations, has introduced financial difficulties 
and has introduced difficulties relating to the recruitment of staff and 
equipment, and no action has been possible for the last two or^ three years. 
This suspension of action due to the war did not commend itself to many 
members of the Council and so the matter wdh brought to debate in 
March last, on which occasion Sir S. P. Sinba put forward the view of 
Government in these words : — ‘ Government were unable to accept the 
resolution of pressing the institution of a Muhammadan College because we 
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could not get the money and we could not get tlie staff, and even if wo could, 
it would be necessary, I submit, oven then, t ) wait till we know what the 
recommendations of the University Commission would bo with regard to a 
matter of this kind/ 


That was the attitu io of Govern ment five months ago, and that attitude 
was supported by this Couiicjl when tho matter was pressed to a division. 
We are therefore entitled to ask whether there is any changt^ in the situation 
to justify new proposals on a in itter so recumtly dealt with. From Govern- 
ment's point of view, there is none. If strict economy was necessarj^ a few 
months a^o, it is no less necessary to-day, and if there wore difficulties 
in recruiting staff and in procuring equipment of colleges a few niontliH ago, 
these difficulties exist to-day; and if a few months ago it was considei*©d 
advisable to wait for tlie report of the University Commission, it is no less 
desirable to-day when the publication of that report is presumably a few 
months nearer. From the Hon’ble Member’s point of view, I think that the 
crux of the situation is the belief that there is a very great need of additional 
accommodation for Muhammadan students this year. We have been told in 
rather vague language of the large number of Muhammadan students who 
have to give up their education because of their inability to securt? admission 
into colleges. Tho Hon’ble Member’s knowledge* in this matter outstrips my 
own. I have made such enquiries as I have been able to make in the time 
at my command since I received this n^solution, and iiavo been unable to 
discover any clear evidence in support of the Hon’ble Member’s point of 
view. I have written to a large numl>er of Principals of Cyolloges in this 
province ; f have consulted personally many others. 1 have consulted gentle- 
men who are not Principals of Colleges, iuit are engaged in iMluoational work. 
I am a member of the executive body of the Calcutta Univ(u*sity. 1 sit on 
many governing bodies and other educational coinmitte(‘S, and only in one 
instance this year has any representation come befort^ about a difficulty of 
this sort, and this representation wluui examined was found to be scarcely 
substantiated by the tacts. 


On the other hand, I have these figurt^s from the Presidency College, 
a College justly popular among Muhammadans which offers them groat 
advantages in the matter of fees and great opportunities for the study of 
those subjects that are of peculiar interest to Muhammadans. This year 
I am informed tliat the number of Muhammadan stu/lents who applied 
within the time appointed was 50 ; 36 applied late ; these 86 applicants were 
considered, and 48 were selected for admission. Of these 48, \2 failed to^join 
in spite of the concessions that wore offered, and of those 38 who had already 
been refused, the Principal found it irnijossible, when 12 vacancies were left 
for Muhammadans owing to the failure of tliese 12 to join, to secure 
Muhammadans to take the vacant places. This is not perhaps a conclusive 
argument, but it is indicative of the situation ; and W6; may fairly assume 
that at the time when those unexpected vacancies occurred, the numbtir of 
Muhammadan students who had not been admitted in the Presidency 
College had been admitted in other colleges in (>aleutta or elsewhere. No 
Calcutta College tells me of any special difficulty or of any specially large 
number of Muhammadans refused admission, nor is any such evidence 
forthcoming from Dacca itself. Government, therefore, cannot accept the 
Hon’ble Member’s contention that there has arisen a special need which 
demands special action at this moment. The resolution, as explained l>y 
the Hon’ble Member, is rather surprising. As it reads, it suggests that 
Government should take action for the opening of temporary colleges 
in hired buildings, but the Hon’ble Member has explained^ it as meaning 
that private colleges should be opened in hired buildings, and that 
Gfovemment should come forward with a grant-in-aid. There is no reason 
that I am aware of why any gentlemen or any association interested in 
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Muhammadan education should not establish their own colleges in hired 
houses or elsewhere. Whether a grant-in-aid would be given is a matter 
which can scarcely be argued in this Council. It will depend upon circum- 
stances ; upon the probable efficiency of these colleges ; upon their tinancial 
stability and upon many other considerations, and I would only add the 
remark that there are certain colleges recently come into existence that 
have already pressed for Government aid. and that Government have not 
this year been able to encourage their aspirations. Hired houses might 
be used for colleges, but it is doubtful whether houses built for other 
purposes could be easily turned into colleges in such . a way that the 
University would accept them. But supposing all difficulties of accommo- 
dation, staff and finances were surmounted, there still remains a difficulty 
which T do not think can be surmounted in any way. Colleges in Bengal, 
whether private or Government, must work in affiliation with the University. 
To secure affiliation a college must apply long in advance, and must 
show that it is fully equipped to do the work, and if any gentlemen 
started now to establish a college the earliest date by which they could be 
admitted to affiliation under the University, would be duly of next year. 
Between this and July of next year many things may happen ; one. I hope, 
will be the receipt <rf the report of the University Commission ; another 
a considerable relief in the financial situation ; and I would therefore put 
it to the Hon’ble Member, that since a delay is for many reasons neces- 
sary, it might be as well to accept once more the position that was accepted 
in April last, and to await the publication of the University Commission’s 
report, and the return of more favourable financial conditions.” 


The Hon’l)le Maulvi A. K. Fazl-itl-Hav saiii : — 

“My Lord, I would have gladly accepted the suggestion made by the 
Director of Puidicr Instruction but for the tact that, some of the statements 
which I made in suppcjrt of my resolution seem to be challenged by Govern- 
ment. I will begin by saying that so far as the Department of Education is 
concerned W(^ have no grievances whatsoever, and I may also menticm here 
that 1 do not wish to embarrass the Hon’l)le Members who are very sympathe- 
tic, and if wc do not get what we want it is because, I am fully convinced, 
that the facts have not been properly placed before them. I know of a case 
where a number of students wore refused admission in a Government ('ollege. 
(government liad to prepare the statistics and the task was entrusted to an 
officer, who, in his turn, entrusted it to a subordinate Muhammadan assistant, 
who' collected an information which contradicted a statement made at a 
meeting at which the Director of Pul>lic Instruction presided. I mention 
this fact only to show that tact, and support my argument that figures 

collected by Government are liable to contain errors. The Director of 

Public Instruction has taken up the position that all the Muhammadan 
students who passed the Matriculation Examination, and those who passed 
the Intermediate Examination in Science found seats in existing colleges, 
but here 1 must strongly join issue with him. We know the number 
of the Matriculation passed students and it cannot possibly be that the 
existing colleges with accommodation for 25 per cent. Muhammadan 

students were sufficient for them. If he really presses the point, I will 

prove it to satisfaction that this is not a fact. ^Phe late Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam in the year 1910 were so fully convinced of 
the necessity of a separate Muhamm^an Arts College that a scheme was 
ordered to be made out and a scheme was made out, when the partition 
was annulled and the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam ceased 
to exist. Am I to understand that what was necessary in 1910 is not 
necessary in 1918 although attention has been repeatedly drawn to it by the 
representations of the community ? Am I to understand that the necessity 
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has ceased to exist in 1918 ? 1 would say most emphatically that it has 

not. I do not know whether I shouUl be challenge , but I propose to place 
these facts before the Director of Public Instruction. Then we are told that 
economy is necessary. I do most certainly agree. The previous resolution 
was based on the recognition of an et^onomical necessity. The police 
budget is extravagant. We all agree that economy is necessary there, but 
the general complaint is that no economy is practised undt^r that head. I am 
reminded in this connection of a story. A gentleman was askt^d to prac- 
tice econom 3 \ He went over his budget and found that the only way he 
could practise economy was by curtailing the amount which he used to s^nd 
on charity. We are asked that in order to practise economy all we have gol 
lo do is to cut out Rs. 25,000 meant for a Muhammadan College. I want to 
put the question seriously to Gov(M-nrnent that if they are agreed tl)at there 
should be economy, is this the direction in which economy should be prac- 
tised ? I think that this scheme should be taken in hand now. h is no use 
arguing, as I am prepared to admit that the scheme may possibly have to be 
postpOT)ed in consequence of tlie nwommendations that are gtung to be made 
by the Universities Coininission. Then we have been told that if the war 
had not intervened we would havt* got something. The scheme was pn^f>arad 
by the Eastern Bengal and Assam Government, then came the re-partition 
which prevented the scheme from being put into operation. Then the pro- 
posal was taken up by the Government of Your Excellency’s predecessor, ami 
before a scheme could l>c prepared came the war. Then we again raised the 
question before G()vc3rnmcnt. 1 do not know how many obstacles still theiv 
are to encounter. But unless Government do really’ take this matter iij) in 
right earnest, tdiere will never be a real solution of the problem. 

There is one thing more whicli I want to press most- st rongly for tJu' 
consideration of Government «and it is this : How is it that although yc^ar 
after year we are bringing this question to tht* noti(N‘ of Your Excellency’s 
Government, sometimes during the Budget discussion, sometimt‘.s by moving 
resolutions and sometimes by putting interpellations until th<‘. question has 
become one of the most pressing questions in this Council going from year’s 
end to year’s end, and yet nothing has been done? Your Excellency may 
know that at the time of the annnlimmt of partition, a solemn phMige was 
given to the community that something wouhl be done in the mattei* of 
education. At that time wo thought that we wouhl have the Dacca (h)llege 
and along with it a Muhammadan Arts College at Dacca. I take it that these 
solemn pledges are pledges which the (ioverriment an* bound to fulfil. We 
are told that the present inonumt is most unseasfuiabh* for a resolution of this 
kind and that I should not have brought it up. Unseasonable inde(*d ! ’Phore 
seems to be a season for everything. There st^eins to l>e a season loi* tlie 
establishment of the Patna University and the Bihar High Court. But wh<u) 
we urge anything upon the attention of the Government, we are told that the 
time is unseasonable. There seems to be a season for everything but no 
season for improving Muhammadan education. We have been asking ior that 
something for which the Allies are fighting — the desire for the redemption ol 
something like a solemn pledge.” 


The Hon’ble Mahakajadhikaja Bahaduh of Bukuwan said : — 

“ My Lord, I do not wish to go over trcxlden ground or bring forward facts' 
and figures ; but I think that the Hon’ble Maulvi tazl-ul-Huq, carried 
away somewhat by his enthusiasm and his earnestness in having the 
scheme now started, has overlooked a fact which the Director of Public 
Instruction brought out in his speech, viz., that if you were to start a new 
college even now, the chances were that you could not get affiliation from the 
University till July, 1919. If that be Correct, I think the Hon’ble Mover of 
this resolution may be easy in his mind that we shall receive the report of the 
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Calcutta Univemty CommiBgion before that ; and that bein^ so, I would ask 
him to consider very carefully whether or not, in the best interests of 
Muhammadan education, it would be just as well to wait a little longer. 
Government is not blind to the fact of the growing need of Muhammadan 
education in the country, and Government would certainly have done more had 
not the war restriclions come in between ; and I think that if the Hon’ble 
Member will weigh this point in his mind, and when he finds that really 
and truly the University Commission's report is likely to come up earlier than 
the affiliation of a new college, I think he would be well advised to wait. 
That is all I have to say. The Director of Public Instruction, on behalf of 
Government, has already stated the reasons for which the resolution cannot 
be accepted." 

The resolution was then, by leave of Ihe President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 19. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi.-ul-Huq also moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council reconnnonds to the Governor in Council that Muhammadan 
opinion be invited as largely as possible on the question of legislation to pro- 
vide for the levy of a voluntary tax on Muhammadans in Bengal to raise 
funds for Muhammadan education. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, 1 think it necessary to explain the position which I take up in 
urging this resolution for acceptance by Vour Excellency’s Government. 
We have all felt that for several years past that one of the cliief difficulties 
in the way of Muhammadan students is not merely tlie want of accommoda- 
tion in existing colleges, but also the obstacles that naturally arise from the 
fact that Muhammadan students belong to a very poor community. We 
also recognise that under present conditions Government cannot give us 
much substantial aid, and we tlierefore thought that one of the best courses 
that we could adopt was to tax ourselves to raise funds for the purposes of 
Muhammadan education. I might at once be told that if such is our 
decision, why should we not do it by non-official means among ourselves by 
providing for it, instead of asking Government to legislate in this direction ? 
The reasons, my Lord, are obvious. In the first place, it is very difficult to 
organise the levy of a tax and its realisation. Secondly, I must admit, that 
if such a matter were undertaken by private enterprise there would be 
some chance, at any rate, of funds being misappropriated, if not actually 
misapplied id improper purposes. We, therefore, tliought that the best 
course under existing circumstances would be to have legislation taken on 
the lines suggested in the recommendations contained in the Bill which 
I formally drafted and presented to the Secretaiy for introduction in this 
Council in order to levy a voluntary tax on Muhammadans for the 
purpose of raising funds for Muhammadan education. Before that Bill 
oould be introduced, it was necessary to obliain the sanction of the 
Government of India, but the Government of India, I was informed, had 
objected to the introduction of that Bill for reasons which were not communi* 
cated to me in detail. The real reason, it seems to me, is l^si^d on the 
language of section 79 of the Government of India Act which ' enacts that 
the local legielatare of any province may not, without the previous sanction of 
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the Governor-General, make or take into couHideration any law affecting 
any tax for the time being in force — I have read from the relevant portion of 
thie section. I thought, my Lord, that with the proper interpretation of this 
section, the Bill that I presented in this Council was unobjectionable. The 
Government of India having, however, ruled otherwise, it was not possible 
for me to press upon the Government for permission to introduce the Bill. 
But what I would sug^st by this resolution is that Muhammadan opinion 
may be unofficially invited, and if we find that Muliannnadan opinion is 
practically unanimous, and that there is a large Muliannnadan 

opinion behind this demand, we may have made oui a erase to go up to the 
Government of India for a reconsideration of that decision. 1 do not say 
that opinions should be invited as if the Bill has been alnrady presented in 
Council, but what I do respectfully ask Your Excellency’s (iuvornment is to 
address the leading Muliamniadans and associations and other persons 
interested in Muhammadan education inviting them to state their opinion 
clearly on the question of the feasibility i>f a tax of that cliaracter ; but as 
regfirds the larger question as to wln ther such a tax wouhl 1 m‘ acceptable to 
the Muhammadan community, if tlie Government fiiul that tliere is a strong 
body of Muhammadan opinion in favour of it, 1 think we might then make out 
a good case for going up to the Government of India for the introduction of 
my Bill. With these explanatory remarks, I beg to commend my resolution 
for the acceptance of the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kaskm said : — 

“ Lord, we are told that in order to take fmrproptn* place in the public 
life of the province we must get ourselves properly (vlucated, but we find that 
facilities arc^ wanting. And when we want that difficulties may be met we are 
told that mon(.*y is not av^ailal)le for the purpose*. Now w(^ want to be allowed 
to tax ourselves and we are not allowed to bring forward a Bill for that purpose 
in the Provincial Council, i think J am right wluni I say that at h^ast two 
Provincial Governments w(*re favourable to a legislation of tliis kind — I 
mean the Governments of Bombay an<J Bengal. Aly Jlon’ble friend hen^ made 
out a draft Bill and the’ Legislative Department circulated a notice in which it 
was stated that the Bill was likely to be introduced at a f)articular iiu'eting of 
the Council. But when the agenda paper was issued we fcnind that that item 
was not in it. We sul)8C(iuently learned that the Government of India have 
refused sanction for introduction. The Bombay Government also tried to in- 
troduce Mr. Sharda’s Bill but the Government of India could not see their way 
to sanction its introduction. I’he Government have* not a private fund ready 
for us. Wo have tried in various ways to raise a fund. First, we wanted 
to raise money by taxation and, secondly, we have trie<l to utilize the waqf 
funds l)y taking measures by which they could be used for Muhammadan educa- 
tion — the purpose for which they were intended. We have been refused assis- 
tance on both occasions and, as my Hon’ble friend has just remarked, we have 
been told that if the Muhammadans are so willing and so anxious to tax them~ 
selves then why not have a voluntary taxation ? But. my Lord, there are serious 
difficulties in the way of our doing so. If it is believed that there are millions 
of Muhammadans who would gladly pay just as they pay Government revenues, 
then in that case, my Lord, it would be putting too much value on the patric>tism 
and public spirit of any community in the world. Thf^se men have to pay 
land revenue and if they fail to do so their estates are in danger of being sold. 
Is it likely that without some such safeguard the money will be forthcoming ? 
Besides, there will be men of all sorts and dispositions in every community. 
I do not think the Muhammadan community is an exception to it. Believing 
that the money will be forthcoming and intending to have the work equitably 
distributed and also to make it suitable to all persons the only means which 
we could adopt was to tax the Muhammadans for the purpose of advancing 
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Mubaiiimadan education. I have got a particular interest in the matter 
because the constituency which I represent is one which is particularly poor 
but where the desire for education is very great. The Muhammadans whom 
I have the honour to represent belong to a race who lived by public service 
in the old days and they are a class who without education have got no other 
profession to follow. They have now fallen into very bad times and the only 
means l)y which they can retrieve their fortune is by getting a thorough and 
sound education. That education they cannot re6eive unless some pecuniary 
assistance is forthcoming. That assistance cannot be forthcoming from 
Government as their resources are limited. And if we are not allowed to 
tax ourselves all that we want is that the Government of Bengal may be 
pleased to ascertain whether a large, an ov^erwhelming body of Muhammadan 
opinion is or is not favourable to this taxation. I make bold to say that it will 
be found to be favourable and it is quite apparent from the fact that people 
have demanded it in our conferences and also by the fact that two members 
of Provincial Councils had taken the trouble of drafting a Bill. There is a 
genuine desire for it. And it an inquiry is made it will convince the Govern- 
ment of India that it is a measure which may be allowed to be introduced 
into this Council. We may l)e told perhaps that so far as provincial taxation 
is concerned, it may be one of the questions that will come up before the 
reformed Council and so it is premature to take up this question now, and 
that it may be left to the new Council to decide about the taxation. But, my 
Lord, the Government move slowly and by the rime the reformed Council can 
go into this question and no action had been taken in the meanwhile, it will 
be too late perhaps, so far as the less educated of my community is concerned. 
Unless they are allowed or in other words unless they are given proper 
facilities for receiving education, I am afraid they will not be able to take 
their proper place in, or to share the responsibilities of, the Government under 
the Reform scheme. So we can hardly aftord to wait, and I hope Your 
Excellency’s Government will be pleased to take the matter into their favour- 
able consideration.” 


The Hou’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, 1 would like to say a few words with reference to one remark 
that has been made by the last speaker. He has cited as an example of the 
unsympathetio and obstructive attitude of Government towards the laudable 
desire of the Muhammadan community to tax itself in the cause of jcducation, 
that a Hill of this type in another province was rejected by the Government 
of India even against the wishes of the local Government. I happened to be 
Home Secretary at the time when that question was under discussion, and 
I may tell the Hon’ble Member that he has been misinformed as to the facts, 
which were these. The Hon’ble Mr. Bhurgri submitted a Bill, desiring self- 
taxation by the Muhammadan community for purposes of education in Sind ; 
it was supported by the locah Government and the then Commissioner of Sind, 
who, I think, was Mr, Younghusband. Its various aspects came under 
criticism by the Government of India, with the result that prma facte certain 
points appeared to be unsatisfactory, and it was referred back to the local 
Government for further oonsultation with Muhammadan opinion and examina- 
tion. By that time there was a new Commissioner in Sind, so far as 
Lremember — Mr. Lucas ; and on further enquiry he ascertained that his pre- 
decessor had been misled by certain euthusiatio advocates of this taxation, 
the true facts being that the Muhammadan community as a whole did not 
desire taxation and did not favour the measure. In consequence of this 
further report the local Government withdrew its support to the Bill, which 
then lapsed. It is incorrect to say that the Bill was rejected by the Govern- 
ment of India against the wishes of the local Government.” 



^ Q2? 

Mr, O'Malley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Lord, this resolution is couched in general terms, namely, that th’e 
opinion of the Muhammadan community' be invited on the question of 
legislation to provide for the levy of a voluntary tax on Muhammadans in 
Bengal to raise funds for Muhammadan education. 


The Hon’ble Mover has, however, explained that what he has in view 
is not a referendum to the Muhammadans on the general question whether 
legislation of this kind is necessary or desirable. Ho realises that there 
must be concrete proposals showing what is intended, how money will be 
raised and how it will be spent : in fact, the people must bo shown exactly 
how their pockets will be affected. What he desires is that the views 
of the Muhammadan community should be obtained not on a general (Question 
but on a particular measure, and that is the Bill which I believe he 
himself drafted and the introduction of which was refused by the Gov(‘rnment 
of India. I gather from the Hon’ble Mover’s speech that he is not fully 
aware of the reasons why the Government of India refused to sanction the 
introduction of this Bill. I propose to tell him the reasons hrioHy. One of 
the features of the EUll was that among the Muhammadans who were to be 
made liable to pay an educational cess, wert^ those paying income-tax ; and 
it was proposed to levy a supcn* tax of 26 per cent, on the amount they paid 
as income-tax. The Bill provided that the cess should be levied from all 
Muhammadans in Bengal ; and this was on(3 of three classes on whicli it was 
to be imposed. The Bill, as requin^d by the rules about proposed legislation, 
was submitted to the Government of India. The Government of India, in 
exercise of their powers under the Government of India Act, wore unable to 
sanction its introduction, because the Hill affected public revenues by a 
proposed increase of 25 per cent, to the income-tax ; and the Government 
of India could not permit the proposed ad<lition of 26 per cent. In conse- 
quence of this decision of the Government of India, this C'ouncil has not and 
cannot have seisance of flie Hill. In spite of this, tin' Council is askcMl in 
this resolution to recommend to Government that Muhammadan opinion should 
be invited on a Bill which could not he introduced. I ask, my Lord, whether a 
referendum on a Bill which cannot he introduced can serve any useful j)Uri>ose. 
I venture to submit that this is not a practical proposition. 


I confess to some surprise at the resolution being moved at all. In the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons which the Hon’blo Member appended to the 
Bill, he stated that the Muhammadan community was almost unanimous as to 
the necessity of a Muhummadan educational cess, and that the Bill was intend- 
ed to give practical effect to the almost unanimous wishes of the entire com- 
munity. If this is the case, I fail to see what is the good of Government consult- 
ing Muhammadan opinion on the matter. Government , however, have no evi- 
dence of any demand from the Muhammadans of Bengal fora voluntary tax for 
educational purposes, or any proof that they would welcome the imposition of 
an educational cess. It is true that after the Hon’blo Membei had sent in hifl 
Bill, a resolution was moved by the All-India Educational Conference at 
Calcutta in favour of the Bill, but apart from this, Government have nothing 
to show that such a measure is demanded! or would bo welcomed by all the 
Muhammadans in Bengal. Perhaps, what the Hon’ble Member desires is that 
the District Associations and the Anjumans, which are numerous m this Presi*- 
dency, should be given an opportunity (>f publicly expressing 
so far they have not expressed. But it is perfectly open to the Hon ble 
Member to obtain their views himself. He can easily get publicity given to 
his proposals for‘ legislation ; in fact, this debate will give a certain amount ol 
publicity to them. Public opinion has ample means of expressing itself, and 
if it does not choose to avail itself of them, it is not the duty of Q^yornment 
to adveHise the proposals, and if I may use such a phrase, beat up public opinion 
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for the Hon’ ble Member. This being 8o, I must, on behalf of Government, 
oppose the resolution with an uncompromising negative/’ 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, I have followed with great interest, the discussion on the 
proposal of two accredited representatives of the Muhammadan community, 
of taxing themselves for the purpose of advancing Muhammadan education, 
i have observed in public prints statements to the effect that if any portion 
of the administration of this country is entrusted to the people they will be 
very loth to tax themselves and all the discredit of failure will recoil 
upon the Government. But here I find, to my surprise, that two representa- 
tives of the Muhammadan community are asking for permission to impose 
taxation upon themselves for the purpose of promoting education. That 
shows the real earnestness of the community which they represent. 

My Lord, an observation has been made by the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler with regard to the introduction of certain Bills in the Bombay Council, 
and it is this : One Divisional Commissioner found that the Muhammadan com- 
munity were anxious that Government should permit them to tax themselves, 
while another Commissioner found that the community were opposed to it. Is 
it not then the best course to invite the opinion of the whole community saying 
that such a proposal has been made, what is the opinion of the community 
on the subject ? I think that that is the best way. My Lord, I do not know 
what are the contents of the Bill, but. if I have followed Mr. O’Malley right, 
the Bill suggests an increase of 25 per cent, on the income-tax and as he 
says it would encroach on the Imperial revenue, I do not know whether nlfe 
Muhammadans want an increase of 25 per cent, in the income-tax or to levy 
an education cess, but if it is stated in the Bill that the money would be spent 
towards Muhammadan education and if it is brought before the community, 
they would be free to state whether they accepted it or not. Perhaps they would 
be more ready to welcome an education cess. It has been stated that it is for 
the Muhammadan community to express their opinion and not for the Govern- 
ment to advertise the proposal. I find that the All-India Muhammadan Edu- 
cational Conference asking Government to empower them to impose taxation 
upon themselves. There have been one or two other Muhammadan public 
bodies asking Government help on this matter. It may be said that they do 
not constitute the entire Muhammadan community. But, my Lord, is there any 
objection to ask for a public expression of opinion on the subject or is it that 
there have been certain matters in the Bill with which Government do not 
entirely agree? I know of an analogous case where the people wanted 
legislation but Government would not have it. There was a great difference 
of opinion between the Government and the people over the Iteligious Endow- 
ment Bill of the late Mr. Ananda Chari u. I know that there is a great 
demand in the Indian community for years and years together for a Bui to 
provide for control over their religious endowments. I am speaking from 
my personal experience extending over a quarter of a century. ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

Is the Hon’ble Member in order in introducing these arguments ? ” 


The President said ; — 

“ I think the Hon’ble Member is getting dangerously near the border 
line. I hope the Hon’ble Member will see that his remarks bear on the 
particular proposal before the Council. ” ^ 
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The Hon ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur continuing said : 

“If the Government would ask for an expression of public opinion 
especially on an important proposal like this, I am sure they will be in a 
better position- to know the opinion of the community than can bo known 
through public conferences or public bodies which may not represent all 
sections of the community. It may be asked why Government should adver- 
tise ? But It IS not a question of advertisement. .\nd Governiueiit, even 
before the Reform proposals are given effect to, does not mean the Government 
of bureaucracy only. I think, therefore, that we can ask Your E-xcelleucy to 
ascertain public opinion on any public subject and especially on an important 
subject like this on which the Government are not convinced that public 
opinion has been adequately expressed. I support the resolution." * 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said 


I am extremely sorry that the attitude of Government should be so 
frankly hostile for T felt convinced when I gave notice of the resolution 
that the recommendation which I was making to Government was of a 
perfectly innocuous character. I would not have taken up the time of the 
Council further because I know the fate of my resolution, but that I want 
to clear up one or two points to whicli reference has been made in the 
qlficial reply. It is said that the Bill affects the public revenues. I have 
considered the terms of the section and I fail to see how the Bill can 
be said to affect the public revenues of the country. After all. what 1 
propose is that a cess should be imposetl under certain conditions and 
at a certain rate on all Muhammadans residing in this Presidency and 
all that can be said if this tax is imposed is that it takes away to 
a certain extent the taxable capacity of a particular section of the people, 
namely, the Muhammadan community. Now let us consider that in 
consequence of various requirements the Muhammadan community are to 
be taxed, say, up to 50 per cent, of their income. But after all if we have 
imposed all the taxes we propose to levy we are going to leave to the people a 
certain margin out of their income. And this proposal of mine can bo given 
effect to by taxing only an infinitesimal portion of the income left in their 
hands for bare sustenance. I therefore fail to see how the proposed taxation 
can possibly affect public revenues. However, that is the opinion of the 
Government of India and it must be accepted for the present. ' 1 am then 
told that it is useless wasting our time to invite opinion on a Bill that cannot 
be introduced. Well, if 1 thought that the position taken up bj' the Govern- 
ment of India were unassailable, I would certainly have never come up 
before Your Excellency’s Government. 1 believe that the Government of 
India have arrived at a hasty decision and that if further facts are placed 
before them, they will reconsider their decision and give leave to introduce 
the Bill in this Council. Although at the present moment the Bill cannot be 
intri^uced the reason whjr I make this proposal is that if we invite public 
opinion 1 feel sure we will have collected materials which will enable us to 
make out a strong case for the reconsideration of the decision arnved at 
by the Government of India. I have next been told that instead of 
Government collectiim the opinion why not collect the opinion ourselves V 
I certainly thought of that, but there are certain difficulties in my way. I 
wrote to several leading Muhammadan gentlemen. 73 in number, about this 
measure, and the Hon’ble Members will be surprised to hear that not more 
than five of them condescended to reply to my letter. I met many of them 
personally and they seemed very enthusiastic, but they did not repljr to my 
letter because tbey^ said they could not appreciate the importance of it. We 
have got to deal with men who have this idea, if I may be excused for saying 
*0, and it is for this reason that I thought if Government were to ask them 
for an opinion they would certainly gfive it. Mr. O’Malley has read out the 



832 WesoluiionB, [IBrfl Adgubt, 

Maulvi A, K. FazUuUHaq^. 

preamble of the Bill which says that the Government are convinced there is a 
strong concensus of opinion amongst the Muhammadans that this tax should 
be imposed. But I may be permitted to point out that we have got to anti- 
cipate it and without an inquiry it cannot be said that it is incorrect. I am 
told there is no evidence that the Muhammcldans wanted to be taxed and that 
there is certainly not good evidence for collecting their (minion. It may mean 
some troulde to Government, but I thought that the (Government would be 
the proper machinery for collecting evidence on this particular point. It would 
be most welcome to the commumty that Government should undertake this 
work. Then I am reminded of the fate of a Bill of a similar character which 
was attempted to be introduced in the Bombay Council. I know of the case. 
But as far as I know in Bengal there is a genuine desire that this Bill should 
be introduced and that is why I want that public opinion should be consulted. 
After all I have trie(l to place my views before the Council. And I cannot 
help pressing it to the attention of Government.*’ 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 20. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following 
resolution : — ^ 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that definite steps 
be taken to organise and develop technical and industrial education in Bengal, 
especially in connection with the Dacca School of Engineering. 


He said : — 

My Lord, this again is one of our hardy Dacca annuals. 1 moved a 
similar resolution in this very House in the year 1916 when I had the 
privilege of listening to a very able and instructive speech from the Hon’ble 
Sir R. N. Mukherjee, who spoke in opj osition to my resolution, and brought 
all his expert knowledge to bear on the question then before the Council. I 
do not know if it will serve any useful purpose to go over the same ground 
which we cpvered on the last (XJcasion, and it is for this reason that I have 
tried to note down some of the definite proposals which I want to make 
in connection with the proposal now under discussion. It will be 
seen, my Lord, that this is somewhat different to the proposal which 
I brought forward in 1916. Qn that occasion I made a definite proposal, 
but on the present occasion I leave it to Government to take wdiatever steps 
may seem proper for organising and developing technical and industrial 
education in Ben^l, especially in connection with the Dacca School xrf 
Engineering. I wish to make a few suggestions. In the first place, I suggest 
that in the interests of these important branches of study, the question of 
their control and supervision should be taken out of the hands of the 
Director of Public Instruction and placed under the Director of Industries. 
There are various obvious reasons for doing so. We must admit that the time 
of the Director of Public Instruction is fully occupied with general educational 
matters and he cannot possibly be expectea to devote is much attention to the 
development of technical and industrial education, as the needs of the problem 
demand. Secondly, the Director of Public Instruction, as far as f am aware, has 
not any officer suborclinate to him who can be entrusted with the work of con- 
trolling the technical and industrial education of this province. Then the 
Director of Industries is supposed to be a wholetime officer for the purpose to 
w hich teohnicil and industrial education really rdate. It is but fair to ask that 
he should be entrusted with the work. The second prc^osal that I prc^ose 
to make is that demonstration shops in technical and industrial institutions 
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may l>e opened, where artisans and skilled labourers may learn different 
kinds of industrial work. The third proposal '' that I make is that boiler 
examinations be begun in Bengal, and the students from the Sibpur 
Apprentice Department and the Dacca School of Engineering may be given 
equal facilities to sit at these examinations. The fourth recommendation 
that I want to make is for the amalgamation of the three existing joint, 
.technical and survey boards, making one consisting of experts, to control all 
the technical and industrial education in Bengal. The next proposal I want 
to make is that the electrical and mechanical classes in the Dacca School of 
Engineering be re-opened. Those are principally the main proposals that I 
propose to make in connection with this resolution. 

As regards the Dacca School of Engineering I do not wish to take up 
the time of this Council by urging the question over again, but I would 
simply urge this fact for the consideration of this Council, that the question 
that was raised by the Hon’ble Sir R. N. Mukherjee can be answered at least 
to some extent at the present stage. One of the points that he raised was that 
there are no workshops where tliese persons could get some sort of technical 
training as wCll as theoretical, but what he wanted, was a large number of 
workshops where they could learn the practical part, and this dearth of 
workshops really made the question of the location of a suitable school of 
engineering in Dacca, so far as technical education was concerned, difficult. 

I do not know much about the matter, as I liave to speak as a layman, 
but if the railway workshops can be utilized for the purpose, tlioy wiH provide 
sufficient opportunity for the kind of training on which the Hon’ble Sir R. N. 
Mukherjee laid so much stress. If the railway workshops can be utilised for 
the purpose, one of the main reasons gjiven by Sir R. N. Mukherjee in opposition 
to my resolution would certainly fall to the ground. T do not wish to take 
up the time of the Council, but the importance of the matter must be 
recognised by all. 1 do not doubt that the Goverment are prepared to do all 
that can be done. The only question is whetlier any steps can bo taken in 
the direction indicated by my resolution.” 


The Hon Tile Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

“ My Lord, I have very little to add to what has been said on this 
resolution by the Hon’ble Mover himself. The question is one which has 
engaged the attention of Government for a long time, and I believe that 
Government are as much anxious as the people of this country to find 
employment for the young men f)f the middle classes in Bengal, other than 
those of a clerk or a lawyer. I believe that in order to secure for them 
employment, we must give them a proper training and one of the avenues of 
employment would be that of a mechanic and an electrician, and otlier profes- 
sions. Therefore I think that it is a very desirable and reasonable proposal 
that technical and industrial institutions should be established in Bengal, 
particularly in connection with the Dacca School of Engineering. We want a 
good deal of facilities and apparatus and some sort of workshop where students 
can be given this sort of education. I believe the local people, so far as the 
formal part of the resolution is concerned, would be only tofj willing and glad 
to come forward with their help to make this institution successful. 1 think 
Government should take the initiative and leave the organisation in the hands 
of Government officials. 

With these few words, my Lord, I beg to support the resolution.” 


The JHon’ble Mr. Wordsworth said : — 

‘*My Lord, there is great divergence between the terms of the resolution 
move4 by the Hon’ble Matdvi and the definite recommendations into which 
tW resolution has resolved. I think the Hon’ble Member will scarcely 
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expect me to return offhami, on behalf of Government, a definite answer to such 
definite and technical proposals. I can assure him that these recommendations 
will be placed in the proper quarter ; some of them have long been receiving 
consideration though they may not mature in the exact form in which they 
are now framed, and I hope the Hon’ble Mover will be content with 
that assurance with regard to his specific proposals. As the depart- 
ments are at present organised, the Director of Industries is not 
in any way concerned with industrial or technical education ; his 
functions are of a very specific character, and are determined at this 
moment by specific problems due very largely to war conditions ; and 
I do not think it is possible to contemplate that the functions now exercised 
by the Director of Public Instruction in the Department of Technical Educa- 
tion should be transferred to the Director of Industries.” 


I would refer next to the proposal that the electrical and mechanical 
classes should be re-opened at the Dacca School of Engineering. In the 
debate on the Hon’ble Mem!)er’8 resolution of two years ago, the situation was 
clearly explained by the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Lyon; and it was ' then pointed 
out that the facilities jtranted at Dacca to students for the study of mechanical 
and electrical engineering were being used to a very small extent. I have the 
figures here ; and I find that in 1913-14, there were only four students in this 
department out of 266 in the school. In 1914-16, there were only 9 out of 
211 ; and in 1916-16 there were 5 out of 211. The expepditure was consi- 
derable 1 there was at the same time but a small number of students taking 
those classes at Sibpur, and Government as trustee of the public revenues 
felt it impossible to continue these classes at such heavy expenditure. 
Accordingly, this work was concentrated at Sibpur ; and it will be remem- 
bered that Sir R. N. Mukherjee and other members of the Council* also 
strongly urged this course, because of the ^culiar opportunities ofifered to 
students who follow their studies in large engineering and industrial centres. 
Since then, these classes at Sibpur have become very popular ; and there is 
at the present moment a very large demand, a demand indeed almost too large 
to be met at the present moment. Government, therefore, is <loing its best. 
There are difficulties of staflf and the recruiting of competent men is almost 
impossible at the present moment. There are difficulties in securing addition- 
al machinery. If these difficulties obtain in connection with Sibpur whore 
extension might be possible, surely the difficulties would be much accen- 
tuated if we endeavoured to re-establish similar classes at Dacca. Further 
we are advised at present that the heavy demand on tfie classes at Sibpur is 
the demand for the opportunities that Sibpur, gives not merely a demand for 
training in mechanical and electrical engineering, but for training in those 
subjects under the peculiarly favourable conditions which attach to the 
Civil Engineering College at Sibpur. It is true that Eastern Hengal 
students find it more expensive and more inconvenient to follow their studies 
in Calcutta than in Dacca, and by a natural sentiment which we all appreciate 
and which in educational work is peculiarly valuable, they would prefer to 
have the opportunities here ; but sentiment and cost are not the only consi- 
derations. In the matter of engineering training the opportunities for a 
satisfactory practical training are a very potent determinative and the extra 
expense to which Eastern Bengal students who go to Sibpur are put, is more 
than compensated by the additional prospects they have in after-life. 

Foi^hese reasons, and unless there occurs any fundamental change in the 
dtuation, Government is not able to take into consideration the re-institution 
jf the teaching of these subjects at the Dacca School of Engineering. 

Proposals for the development and improvement of the work of the 
Dacca Siphod of Engineering are under consideration, ' as also schemes for 
he improvement and development of the Civil "Engineering College at Sibpnr ‘ 
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and other institutive. I trust that the Hon’ble Member will be satisfied 
mth the answer I have given, and will see no necessity to press this resolu- 
tion to a vote. 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-dl-Haq said : — 

% 

“My Lord, I can say that I am satisfied with the reply given, and I would 
beg Your Excellency’s permission to withdraw the resolution.’’ 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM NO. 21. 

The Hon ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that questions 
relating to the appointment and transfer of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars 
be finally decided by Government on the recommendation of the Permanent 
Committee and that the said Committee be reconstituted, if necessary, so 
as to place it on a workable- basis. 


He said : — 

“My Lord, this is a resolution which exclusively concerns the Muhammadan 
community ; but for one or two matters which have given rise to this 
resolution being pressed in this Council, I would not have chosen to fake up 
the time of this Council by bringing forward a resolution of this character. 
I know that the orders of Government in this connc'ction have already been 
put into force regarding the rules for the future appointment of Muham- 
madan Marriage Registrar and it might seem somewhat futile to move a 
resolution at the present moment. I tliink that the resolution of Gov- 
srnment has put into force certain rules which provide for the appointment 
M Muhammadan Marriage Registrars ; there are certain reasons why I 
thought fit to place this resolution before the Council in onler to got the oppor- 
tunity of placing, for the consideration of this Council, certain matters of a 
somewhat important character. In the first place, the proposals that have been 
iccepted by the Government are that the appointments should be made by 
^he local Anjumans and Muharnmandan Associations ; and that after the 
^njumans have made certain suggestions their recommendations are to go up 
•o Government, and one out of two nominations should be selected for the 
vacancies. I wonder if Government really took into consideration the fact 
■hat most of these Anjumans or Muhammadan Associations are hardly 
organised institutions, and that they exist only in name. There are some 
which come into existence only when the Governor goes to visit a particular 
wality, in order to have the honour of presenting an address to His 
Excellency. Disorganized institutions of this kind can hardly be entrusted 
with t V work of selecting persons for appointment in responsible position. It 
8 obvious that if these powers are,given to Anjumans, there is always one 
nan who runs the whole show and he will be able to exercise in some cases 
iCHne sort of nepotism which in all cases should be condemned. Secondly, 
ny Lord, the decision of Government was arrived at without any reference to 
>ublic (pinion. No associatitm was consulted and no Muhammadan of any 
>oeition in this Presidency was consulted, and the Government took this 
ieuision on its own initiative without allowing the public to have any say in 
he matter. The permanent committee which has been recoignized for 
l^^ears was not allowed to express any opipion on these proposals. 1 might 
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be (old that a member of the Government who himself is a Muhammadan did 
inti^odnee this change. I mu#t confess that that argafnent does hot appeal to 
me at all. I sabrriit that if a member of the Government does propose a 
certain measure, affecting to a certain extent the rights and privileges of any 
section ipf the community or of the people, it is the bounden duty of that 
member to consult, public opinion and to act aocordin^dy* To act on his 
own initiative, without consulting public opinion, is to act like an 
autocrat and it is not made the least objectionable because he happens to be 
an Indian. If he tries to drive a coach-and-four through our rights end 
privileges, he is liable to still more condemnation than any European who 
wants to do so. I therefore submit that, this decision, which was taken by 
Government without consulting public opinion in a matter of this character, 
is an insult direct to the comjuunity, and an insult to the permanent 
committee. I do not know whether Government could be moved to 
reconsider their decision, but I have reoomm<;mded in the lidKdution itself 
that the Pemiament Committee if necessary be reconstituted so as to place il 
on a workable basis. I freely admit that the Permanent Committee is a huge 
body, and is hardly a body which can be of any practical use so far as these 

?uestione are concerned ; and therefore I recommend that the Permanent 
lommittee be reconstituted, and that after the district associations have 
submitted their nominations. Government may be pleased to consult the 
reformed Permanent Committee in finally making appointments. In t his way 
Muhammadan opinion both in the districts as also the I'epreseutatives from 
various parts of the Province would be taken before final appointments are 
made. With these few words I beg to commend this resolution to the 
acceptance of this Council.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul K.^sem said ; — 

“ My Lord, it is on very rare occasions that I find myself in disagreement 
with the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq and unfortunately it is one of those 
occasions. The Hon’ble Mover has said that the rules for appointing Marriage 
Registrars have been framed without consulting Muhammadan opinion. So 
far I agree with him. But the decision taken by Government is a wdse 
decision and it will serve very useful purpose. I do not deny that in some 
parts of Bengal Anjumans come into existence on the eve of an official visit 
and tor the purpose of presenting addresses to him. I know that there are 
in this Presidency at headquarters of districts both in Western and Eastern 
Bengal, Muhammadan Associations which have done good and useful work, 
and even granting that there are Associations which are practically one-man 
shows — when these Associations are given a certain amount of responsibility 
in recommending the appointment of Marriage Registrars, they will do better 
work than they have hitherto done. If it is one-man show then that one man 
will lose the influence which he now exercises and he will have to make room* 
for other jieople and the Association would become more active and more 
popular than they are to-day. I certainly agree with the Hon’ble Mover that 
these recommendations from these bodies may be placed before the Permanent 
Committee before being finally accepted by the Government, and that out of 
the two recommendations by these Committees one may be selected by the 
Permanent Committee itself. I have no objection to that, hut what I want 
to place before Your Excellency’s Government is that so tar as the original 
nominations are concerned I would leave them to the local Associations and 
I think that if these local Associations are given this and other responsible 
work they will get some amount of responsible and popular support,' ' By this 
way they will gradually help in the formation of Muhamfhadan public 
opinion in the mufassal and also stimulate activity in Mtthalhinadan public 
life. On these pounds I woityld press that the present system be maintained' 
so far as original nominations are concerned, but I want the r^ht of* 
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recominondation lor the appointment of Marriagfe Regfistrars bmngf vested in 
pabhc working bodies representative of the community. With these words 
I beg to say that whatever decision Government may take, the piesent rules 
should not be departed from." 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming, said : — 

“My Lord, the Hon’ble Mover has recognised that this matter has very 
recently been under discussion and consideration ; that the whole question 
was examined very carefully last year, and that the views of Government at 
that time were recorded in a resolution of September 1917. At that time, the 
Government of Bengal hacTthe special advantage of the advice and expe)rieiice 
of a Muhammadan gentleman as a member of the Bengal Government ; and 
in this connection, I must say I do not understand what was the exact 
relevance of the remarks which the Hon’blo Mover made on that subject. 
The decision then made, Sir, was that while this Permanent Central Com- 
mittee should remain, it was desirable and convenient that it should only 
perform the functions of an Advisory Committee on general questions, while 
retaining the functions of an examining body ; but the duties of the selection 
of candidates were decentralized among local Advisory Committees which 
were to be constituted. The decisions then made were embodied in the 
rules which were published so recently as April last; and, indeed, dt was 
only in June last that the proposals of the Inspector-General regarding the 
personnel of these Advisory Committees were approved. In making his 
recommendations, the Inspector-General followed the instructions of Govern- 
ment that where there were suitable Muhammadan Associations they should 
bo recognised, and where such suitable agencies did not exist, local commit- 
tees were to' be formed ad hoc and consulted. 


Now, the Hon’ble Member has raised in this connection two questions, 
viz., the appointment and the transfer of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars, 
but the most of the arguments in his speech wore directed to th(3 question of 
app>ointment. As 1 have stated, it has been decided tliat, as a matte|- of 
policy, Government should obtain the assistance of these local Advisory 
Committees for appointments ; but as regards transfers, they should be 
retained in departmental control. The Hon’ble Member apparently desires 
that the Central Committee should have powers under these two heads. His 
first argument is that these local bodies are not organised, and that they are 
unsuitable agencies. The answer is that the Inspector-General has been 
informed that where an Anjuman is not suitable, or where there is no 
Anjuman, he should, in consultation with the District Registrar, Hul)mit the 
names of suitable nominees for the local committees. In the second place 
be has argued that the change was made without consultation with the 
Muhammadan public, and without consultation with the Permanent Com- 
mittee ; and I am afraid that it is really here where, if I rnay use the 
expression, the shoe pinches. I may say perfectly frankly that it is premature 
to decide whether further changes are now necessary. It was only in June 
4a8t that the personnel of the new Committees were created and such 
experience as has been obtained is to the effect that the new arrangement 
is working more stitisfactorily among the Muliammaduns than the old one. 
It has been admitted by the Hon’ble Member that the Permanent Committee 
is* not a suitable agency for dealing with appointments throughout tKe 
province, and the Hon’ble Member who supports him has urged that, after all, 
f^re is a great deal to be said for this decision. 

f' ' » « 

la the nect place, regards transfers, on which the Hon'ble Member 
l&s Iwhtly touched, but which is a snbiect which ia inclnded in the resolQ'. 

l^iBay aay that the wetlfhority to sanction transfers, with which muHtt be 
saqjenipacHiB and dismiaaals, was at no time specially iaolttaed 
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Government amongst the functione of the Central Committee. In this case 
also orders were passed quite recently. Therefore, I must oppose this resolu- 
tion, on behalf of Government, on the main ground that the present arrange- 
ments wer((3 settled after careful consideration so lately as September 1917 ; 
and that ::iothing has occurred since that date to justify a resiling from the 
decisions which were then made. 

I should like, however, to state in this connection that in that same 
resolution, the Government of Bengal did undertake on the return of normal 
financial conditions, to appoint two special officers for the inspection* of 
Muhammadan Registration offices in view of the fact that the inspection of 
these offices is at present inadequate. Ifeuch appointments are made, it 
may be possible to meet the views of the Hon’ble Mover and those who think 
with him on this subject of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. But as I 
have said. Sir, there are good grounds for opposing the resolution as it at 
present stands.*' 

The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said ; — 

“ My Lord, 1 can well understand the feelings of the members of this 
Council by having to listen to a discussion at this late hour of the day, 
especially on a subject which is oLno interest except to three of us sitting 
in this corner. But I feel obliged to say a few words, because I want that 
the points that have been raised by me in moving this resolution ought to be 
cleared up whether my resolution be accepted or not. I have been told, as 
anticipated, that the decision was arrived at by a member of Government 
who was himself a Muhammadan. That argument however does not carry 
conviction with me ; he might be a Muhammadan or anybody els( 3 . The 
point is not whether the decision which was arrived at was wise or right ; 
but the point is that the decision was arrived at without consulting public 
opinion on a question of principle which affects a large section of th(' com- 
munity. I want to point out to Your Excellency that although public opinion 
may have been disregarded, we cannot allow this sort of policy to pass with- 
out a protest. I maintain that the members of the Permanent Committee 
who had offered advice to Government for more than 30 years and whose 
functions and privileges were going to be curtailed, ought to have been 
allowed to have their say in this matter. Supposing, my Lord, the Govern- 
ment want to take away the privileges which we enjoy in this Council, 
without consulting us, or giving us an opportunity of expressing our opinion. 
Would it not be a most humiliating position for us if we had allowed that 
sort of thing to be done ? 


We are told that there are public associations which may be entrusted 
with the task of making selections for vacancies. Why was it, my Lord, that 
this decision was taken in the dark and flung upon us in the public by means 
of a resolution ? I object not to the decision, because the decision may have 
been wise ; but I object to the principle of arriving at a decision without 
consulting public opinion. 

My frientl, the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, who said that he was going 
to oppose me on the present occasion has, 1 am glad to find, unconsciously 
supported me in the speech which he has delivered. He has stated that the 
original nominations may be entrusted to the local Anjumans but that the 
decision may be made on the recommendation of the Permanent Committee. 
If he reads the Resolution he will find that my resolution refers to the final 
decision ; and he is prepared to agree with me there. I think, therefore, he 
has in fact supported my resolution. 

I am told that 4ihe Permanent Committee will still be an examining body, ; 
bot examinations are held only once a year. I am next told that theHistr^t 
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littees are working satidfactorily. Gov’ernineiit may bo in possedBion of 
formation whioli we do not know but I may tell this much that it was 
yesterday that on setting foot at Dacca I heard that there has 
ly been a squabble and quarrel in connection with the nomination of 
^ca Association and representations have been sent to Government. 
18 the first result of the introduction of the present system of reforms, 
lich power has been taken from the Permanent Committee and delegated 
jtrict Committees. That is, however, a matter with which Government 
ave to deal. It is useless to argue the case any further because Govern- 
has already made a decision. When Government takes up an unooin- 
sing attitude, to go against Government decision will be to dash one’s 
igainst a rook. I do not wish to make any further observations ; but I 
still press this resolution for Your Excellency’s consideration.” 

'he resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— Item No. 29. 

r^RESfDENT said : — 

I think that this item should be formally withdrawn in Council.” 

'he Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq accordingly withdrew the following 
tion : — 

'his Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a Committee 
ting of non-official members of this Council be appointed to consider the 
[ subjects to be transferred to popular control, as suggested in para- 
238 of the Report on Constitutional Reforms and referred to in the 
rative List IT appended to the Report, with instructions to submit their 
to the Secretary to the Legislative Council for circulation to members 
e for discussion al. the September sitting of the Council. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— Item No. 23. 

he Hon’ble Maulvi A. K, Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following 
tion : — 

his Council recommends to the Governor in Council that all steps 
are being taken or are in contemplation in pursuance of the scheme for 
rtition of Dacca be postponed. 


d 

My Lord, the question of the partition of Dacca came before this Coun- 
3on&equence of the decision arrived at by Government to invite public 
u on this project. It was found that since this proposal was made, 
opinion immediately expressed itself. I believe several meetings have 
held and several representations made to Government to postpone the 
on of the partition of Dacca at least for the present. In recommending 
stponement of the consideration of this question, I beg to submit for the 
eration of Your Excellency’s Government certain facts which, in my 
a, ought not to be ignored before any decision is arrived at by Govern- 
in this matter. I will be^n by saying that I was given an opportunity 
ing evidence before the District Administration Committee and there I 
admitted that the administration units should be as small as possible, 
le I freely oonfess that in my opinion the smaller the administration unit 
seter the efficieney in the administration. If that principle be aoo^ptedi I 
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aloo admit that in .some cases there are existing adminietrative nnits which 
eoght to be partitioned. But the question whether a particular -district oog^t 
to be partitioned or not is entirely a different matter. But even taking for 
granted that Dacca is one of those districts which ought to be partitioned, I 
would subnut, as I was told in a previous resolntion, that a moi:% unsuitable 
occasion could not have been found out for taking up that- question. In the 
first place, without going very much into the merits of the question, it is 
necessary that the people should be allowed the fullest possible time and oppor- 
tunity to consider the forthcoming reform proposals and that no other proposals 
should be before the public which are likely to distract public attention or to 
take away, from the earnestness with which they should look at all the prob- 
lems arising out of the constitutional reform scheme which are now before the 
public. I therefore submit that one of the strongest reasons for postponing the 
question of the partition of Dacca at present is the outstanding fact that we have 
before us proposals of a far more weighty character which should be consi- 
dered in a calm atmosphere free from controversy. It is evident that the 
question of the partition of Dacca, rightly or wrongly, has given rise to con- 
troversy. and that there should be nothing before the public at the present 
moment of a controversial character. Secondly, we do not know what the 
effects of the reform will be as regards the position of the District Officer 
as the head of the unit of administration. We do not know what effect the 
large principle of administration will have on the position of the District 
Officer and we do not know what the position of tho District Officer — wljp 
can be said to be overworked at the present moment and I say this without 
any reference to conditions — will be in reference to the constitutional 
reforms but his position is certain to be affected. For these reasons, therefore, 
if for nothing else, 1 would strongly urge upon Your Excellency's Government 
to- consider the decision for inviting public opinion and to leave this matter 
alone till we have 'got through our schemes of constitutional reform and 
calmer times are restored. It maybe said that the matter is of some urgency. 
So far as Dacca is concerned I do not think it can be said that the matter is 
of any urgency. Even if Dacca is included in the list of those diet riots which 
should be partitioned, I submit that the District Officer of Dacca gets at 
present proper help in matters of administration from a sufficient number of 
officers wiio have been carrying on the work and who can certainly be expect- 
ed without any appreciable inconvenience or difficulty to carry on the work 
for some time longer. I do not think that a case of extreme urgency has 
been made out and I am very strongly of opinion that unless such a case is 
made out. it should be postponed for the present. With these few words I 
commend this resolution for the acceptance of Your Excellency’s Government. 
I say nothing as regards the merits of the scheme of the partition of Dacca.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur said : — 

“.My Lord, I beg to support the resolution moved by roy Hon’ble friend 
Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq. 


The Government Resolution published in the Calcutta Gazette, dated the 
17th July 1918, proposing the partition of the district of Dacca has greatly 
disturbed the minds of the people of this district. Several persents and some 
of the Associations and the press have in unmistakable language expressed 
their opinion against this proposal. They have all been vehemently oplposing 
it since the publication of the District Administration Committee’s report. 

0 

My Lord, my proposal is a very simple one. I do not stand for the final 
abandonment of the scheme now, though I am strongly in fiivonr of it. I 
only fw its postpopement. Both we Government ai^ the people vryU 
tie in a better position after the war and after the aioticm ol ^arliainqftt 
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on tfce Reform Sch^e, to see tbe needs and difficulties of the eountiy 
doe to the changed circumstances. Till U»en the scheme should scand 
adjourned. ^ . 

Some of the reasons for which the people oppose the partition and their 
criticism in respect of the grounds set froth in the Gkivernment Resolution 
in favour of the partition may be summaribed below : — 

That the larger schemes of partition, such us the partition of Myinensingh 
and Midnapore, are not yet being carried out on account of financial difficul- 
ties. It is not desirable that a proposal for the partition of another district 
should be taken in hand and thereby create unnecessary discontent among the 
people while there is no probability of carrying it into effect immediately or in 
the near future.^ District partition requires heavy expenditure, both recurring 
and non-recurring, which the present exigencies of the finance do not 
warrant. 

The financial resources of the present District Bo:ird is pretty large and 
it can take up large works of public utility in connection with education, 
sanitation, communication, etc., but after the partition each district will have 
too small an income to undertake any such measure, nor will it be easy for 
the District Boards to co-operate in a common cause, each being guided by its 
ovN n necessity. 

After the partition a large number of jioople who are now residing at 
Dacca or have valuable houses there will have to leave for the new head- 
quarters to carry out their business, and they or at least those of them who 
are poor will thus be deprived of the full benefits afforded by such g^ 
institutions as the Mitford Hospital, Dacca College, Engineering School, 
Medical School, Eden Female School, Northbrook Hall Library and proposed 
Residential University. And many of these people or their ancestors have 
contributed in some shape or other towards the establishment and develop- 
ment of these institutions. It should also be noted that the generul 
principle followed by the Education Department enjoins that the students 
cf the district to which the Educational Institution belongs, are given 
preference in the matter of admission. So it would be difficult for the 
students of the new district to get admission in the Dacca Institutions ; nor 
8 there any possibility of such institutions being established in the new 
listrict. 


Some people in every quarter of the district have their houses in Dacca, 
tlut ^ter the partition the people within the jurisdiction of Munsbiganj and 
^arainganj subdivisions will have to build new houses in Narainganj where 
and is not easily available and, when available, it is sold at prohibitive prices. 
)n the other hand, those who will have to leave the present district head" 
[uarters will be con^ielled to part with their bouse property at Dacca at a 
ionsiderably low price. It is also undesirable that the solidarity of the 
»eople should be disturbed without their consent. 

Bikranrpur and Sonargaon are places of bistcnrical importance and their 
onneotian with Dacca is also historical, and the people of these fiarganas are 
latarally averse to be separated from that connection, nor is it desirable 
hat the importance of this old historic city should be considered as 
>egi^ble. I am aware, my Lord, that these considerations mSy be 
epodiated as sentimental, but, my Lord, sentiment is a predominating factor in 
11 human afiEairs. It is distinctly laid down in tbe Constitutional Reform 
leport that territorial redistribution should be avoided, when the people are 
it and the erea is small and people homogeneous. ' The consent of the 
oonsidered ae* absdately necessary when any sohrane of jpasiiti^a is 
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Your Lordship will see that the people oppose partition on reasonable 
l^frounds and it is neither in their interest nor for their convenience that the 
partition should take place. Let us now see for what expediency the 
proposal is made. It appears from the Government resolution proposing tlie 
partition that it is necessary for administrative convenience as suggested by 
the report of the District ’ Administrative Committee. The time and circum- 
stances which guided the said Committee to make this and similar other 
suggestions have vastly changed. The Government policy of administration and 
the public opinion have also undergone enormous changes and the administra- 
tive principle which then held good does not hold good now. There tnay be 
peo[)le. both at tlie present and the proposed headquarters who oppose or 
support the partition on the ground of personal interest, but their number is 
very small and their opinion is not worth much, but the opinion of the 
general public ought to carry weight. 


The policy of creating small districts is not liked by the people, as we 
have seen in the case of Mymensingh when the partition of that district was 
finally settled. That district is nearly three times as big as Dacca in area 
still the people thought that it should not have been divided, if division was 
necessary, into more than two districts. Though it pleased the Government 
to divide that district into three and though the people may yield to the 
inevitable, the discontent will rankle in their hearts for a long time 
to come. 


The reasons given in favour of the partition do not appear to be 
convincing. The district is small in area, comprising 2,777 square miles, 
while the average area of an Indian district is 4,430 square miles as 
mentioned in the report on the Indian Constitutional Reform. If the partition 
of districts is carried out on this principle then the number of the districts in 
Bengal will shortly be more than double, entailing enormous administrative 
cost. All the subdivisions of the district of Dacca, including those in contem- 
plation, are connected either by railway or by water channel and the district 
officers have already been supplied with steam launches. If there be still 
any difficulty of communication these may be better overcome when the district 
is undivided and can spare more money for the purpose. Division will not 
make communication easy. 


Munshiganj subdivision is mentioned as ‘the most advanced rural tract 
in India’. I, my Lord, have the honour to belong to that subdivision and I 
am thankful to tho Government for the compliment ; but I am unable to 
follow the argument that this is one of the reasons for partition. We often 
see that advanced people are more docile and amenable to reasons than those 
who are not so, and tho district officers are not likely to have much 
administrative trouble from that quarter. Even if Munshigunj subdivision 
is considered as a criminal subdivision this may be met by posting per- 
manently a Superintendent of Police there as at Serampore which has not 
been raised into a district. The people of Dacca were never reconciled 
to the imrtition of Bengal and it is impossible that they will willingly 
agree to the partition of their own district. Large number of petty 
estates’ complexities of land tenure and volume of ligitation can be easily dealt 
with by increasing the number of officers. If, according to the Government 
resolution, the Civil Court officers can carry out the civil administration from 
Dacca, I do not see why the executive cannot do so by dividing the jurisdic- 
tion. In Mymensingh the Sadar subdivision is too big and there are two 
subdivisional officers, one in charge of the northern part and the other the 
southern part, and the work is going on smoothly. Narainganj, which is 
proposed to be the headquarters of the new district, is only ten miles* from 
Dacca, and there is also railway communication. It will make very little 
difference to the people whether the administration is conducted from D|M$cia 
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or from Narainganj. But western Bikrampur being nearer to Dacca the 
oeople of that quarter will be inconvenienced to go to Narainganj if their 
^adquarter is located there. Dacca City, which is under the control of a 
municipality with a non-official Chairman, does not appear to be a source of 
great trouble to the District Officers. The formation of village unions has 
reduced 'the work of the District Officer and further reduction is expected 
when Village Courts will be created. Non-official Chairman of the District 
Board is shortly expected which will materially relieve the District Officers of 
a very important charge. A further relief is sure when the Local Self- 
Government Bill is passed into law. The Constitutional Reform Scheme 
which is now on the parliamentary anvil unmistakably indicates that the 
administration will gradually by stages pass within a short period from the 
hands of the officials to the people. His Excellency the Viceroy and the 
Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State apprehend in their report on the Indian 
Constitutional Reform that they may be blamed for having left no room for 
official activity. 

My Lord, it is not expedient in the interest of the country to increase the 
administrative expenses if they can bo helped. Thci large schemes of rural 
sanitation and popular education have to be taken up without delay. Village 
Committees will soon be established throughout the province. All these 
require money. Under the new linanci.al arrangements of the Reform 
Scheme the policy of Imperial grants to provinces will come to an end. The 
income-tax and general stamps will soon he purely Indian sources and Bengal 
will get no share of them. There practically exists no other elastic source of 
revenue for the province ; Bengal will financially be in a very bad position. No 
scheme of additional expenditure should therefore l>e undertaken with a light 
heart. It should not be said that Your Excellency’s Government have with- 
out sufficient and strong reason increased the financial burdens f)f the 
province. 

Under sill these circumstances it is clear that the work ol the District 
Officers has been considerably reduced and if they consider their charge to be 
still heavy it is only temporary, for further reduction is shortly expected after 
the introduction of the Reform Scheme. It is therefore desirable that the 
Government will not force partition on an unwilling people permanently for 
a temporary cause. 

On these grounds I beg to urge that the consideration of the proposal be 
postponed till after the war and the final settlement by the Parliament of the 
Indian Constitutional Reform, when both the Government and the people 
will be in a better position to discuss the matter calmly and dispassionately 
and it may be that the Government will not then consider the partition at all 
necessary.” 


The Hon’bl© Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, when I arrived yesterday at Dacca, 1 found that there was a 
volume of opinion against the partition. I have not had an opportunely of 
going through the arguments for or against the partition, but so far 1 am 
certain that this is not the suitable occasion for the partition of the district of 
Dacca. It would indeed be a wise policy if the subject of partitmn be post- 
poned at the present moment, and I would only urge upon Your Excellency s 
attention that the partition of Dacca may be postponed until the ^form 
Scheme is introduced, and we have an opportunity to understand what the 
IKisition of the Magistrates would be under that scheme. 
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The Hon’ble Babd Kibori Mohan Chaudhuri said * 

‘‘ My Lord, I rise not with a view to add to what has already been sub- 
mitted by several representatives but with a desire simply to support the 
contention of the Hon*ble Movers who are intimately connected with the 
district of Dacca and who are fully interested in this matter. The proposition 
is not for the abandonment of the partition of the district, but Your 
Excellency is only asked to postpone it for some time. It is hardly the time 
w^hen Government could undertake a thing like this. As regards the 
partition of Midnapore and Mymensingh much progress could not be made on 
account of the lack of funds, and 1 do not see any reason why another 
partition should be taken up and, in fact, against the wishes of the people. 
That is a position which we submit for Your Excellency’s consideration. 
There is also no special urgency so far as we have been able to see. The 
partition indeed is a question in the interests of the efficiency of the adminis- 
tration and Government are no doubt the best judges to decide that point. 
The partition of a district is always distasteful to the persons who are 
specially concerned, and if the solidarity of the people is disturbed there 
ought to be eome special reasons for it. As I have already said, the pro- 
position is not foi- the abandonment of the scheme but simply for its 
postponement in view of the present situation and also in view of the coming 
reforms, and I hope and trust that this prayer will be considered and further 
progress in t\xe matter will be postponed for the present. With these few 
words I beg to support this resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Sib Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

“ My Lord, I beg to support the resolution of my friend the Hon’ble Maulvi 
Fazl-ul-Haq. This question of partition is bound to be looked at from 
different points of view. The people of Dacca and the people of Narainganj 
will necessarily look at the matter from opposite and interested points of 
view ; but there are two other subdivisions and they are even more 
interested than the people of Dacca or Narainganj because Dacca has its 
headquarters and Narainganj will also have its headquarters ; but none 
of these subdivisions will have any. Be that as it may, it appears to me 
that this proposal is not without serious disadvantages and these dis- 
davantages I would like to place under three heads. — (1) Financial ; (2) 
those caused by the wrecking of associations which have been formed in 
the last three centuries or more around Dacca and th^ interests created in 
Dacca during this long period ; and (3) the difficulty under which our friends 
in Dacca shall be placed if the partition proposal is carried into effect. The 
last one appears to me to be very important, as I am deeply interested in the 
question of local self-government. Dacca will have after the proposed 
|:)artition only her mutilated Councils, whether it brf the local bodies, or 
whether it be the Municipal or other boards, that may be formed there. It will 
have to work with only half her men, half her money and half her resources. 
That is certainly putting them in very great disadvantage, particularly at 
their time of trial upon which the confirmation of the powers that are going 
to be conferred upon us, wdl depend. During this period of trial they will 
have to work under these disadvantages if the proposal for partition be 
carried into effect. My Lord, there is a point of view that largeness of size is 
a great disadvantage, but largeness of size means a larger number of men, 
and that would be an advantage. It all depends upon what point of view 
you look at the matter because a large number of men means larger resonroeS, 
a larger amount of work, larger interests, and when it is said that for more 
efficient administration, smaller units are necessary, I do not think that I 
can agree with all my heart to such u proposal, 1 would think a small size 
is also a disadvantage. There is a claim for greater attention and that hae[ 
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reference only to the official classes. I know that the official classes are 
always hard-worked ; but my Lord, to put it in a slightly informal way— for 
which I may be pardoned— I have greater faith in an arrangement of groups 
under one able officer than to divide our resources and mtm into small parties 
under different commands. Larger resources mean greater work We want 
a genius at the centre, and I feel and I know that that in the Civil Service 
ofncers ^^d Mr. Rankin are capable of doing everything that they 

are wanted to do, provided of course that they have got resources and they are 
allowed to do what they want despite the conclusions of a Commission which 
may have been arrived at. Therefore, I want mature consideration— my con- 
tentmn 18 this that the District Administration Committee worked under the 
disadvantage of not having a prescience or an idea of what the state of things 
was going to be in the near future. When they brouglit up this scheme 
they wanted to provide for the state of things which then existed and also 
the conditions which existed at that time. They did not know that in the 
meantime of the noblest of Knglishmen, Mr. Montagu and Lord 

Chelmsford, would draw up a scheme for constitutional reforms for the 
whole of India, some of which would completely revolutionize the ideal of 
government in certain matters. If they had any idea of this, tlioir proposal 
might have taken a different turn However, these are disadvantages so far 
as I can make out. Ihe first is money, it will involve a considerable sum as 
initial expenditure and also as recurring expenditure. The second is the 
wrench to the associations and interests which exist in Dacca, and the third 
the disadvantages under which our friends in Dacca who are deeply inter- 
ehtod in local self-government will be placed after the partition. On the 
Side of advantages, we have the c*ontention that the officers might be relieved 
of their work ; this, however, I am again constrained to say, is not very credi- 
table to the officers themselves, because I know even novv they devote their 
v^iole attention to their work, and it matters very litr.lo whether two Or three 
officers are placed under one District Magistrate, and divide the work among 
themselves, or whether the District Magistrates divide the work among them* 
selves and devote their attention separately. I am no licdiover in over- 
work ; but I believe in organization ; and if wo were to compare great thiQgs 
with small — when General Foch is now leading so many millions of men— t 
do not see why our District Magistrates should not bo able to man?igo one 
district like Dacca, provided, of course, bo has got the men and resources 
at Ins disposal. 


Under the circumstances, my Lord, I believe that there is at least a 
case for postponing the partition of Dacca for some time, and as I have said, if 
we were to wait for five years after the adoption of the Montagu-Uholmsford 
schemes, they should have time enough to justify tlieir existence as local 
b^ies ; otherwise it would be a great injustice to fhem, because after all we 
shall be tried according to the results that we can show in our local bodies ; 

t)acca crippled in this way, I believe Dacca and the whole of Hengal 
will be at a greater disadvantage on this point. 

I these few words, T appeal to Your Excellency and Your Excel- 

lency 8 Government to postpone this matter for some tirne.*^ 


The Hon’ble Mb. Hely Hutchinson said : — 

^‘My I^rd, I am sorry that I find myself unable to agree to the resolution^ 
The objections to the partition scheme come from two points of view : -firstly, 
that the partition of Dacca is not argent, and, secondly, that if it is made, 
there will be difficulties in carrying it out. 

Well, as to the question of agency, the partition which was considered 
by tlie District Administration Uommittee and which has subsequently been 
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conbiclered by the Bengal Government since the publication of the report on 
Constitutional Reforms, has been decided by both these bodies as urgent*. 
I think, therefore, that the claim for urgency is established. Apart from 
that, there is no doubt from my own experience here that the Government 
officials have a great deal of work to do ; and the establishment of sub- 
divisions at Narsingdi and Joydebpur seems a very reasonable action, what- 
ever is done about partitioning the district. When it comes to the question 
of difficulties which will have to be met, if the district is partitioned, I do- 
not tliink that we can get a partition which will please all people- It is 
certain to please some people, while it will displease others. We have so far 
heard objections from people who would be displeased. Living as I do at 
Narayanganj, as far as I can make out, there is no difterence of opinion there 
between the Europeans and Indians as regards the scheme ; they are both 
strongly in favour of the change. At Narsingdi also I found opinion in. 
favour of the change. .The problem, it seems to me, is that the present 
scheme makes districts of the shape of a salamander : a partition into 
districts north and south of the Dhalassery would make a more normal 
territorial division and more in consonance with the habits of the people. 
There is however no site for a capital south of the Dhalassery. On the 
whole, my Lord, it seems that the division suggested by the Government of 
Bengal is the best and that it had therefore to be carried on as soon as possible. 

I 'should certainly protest against any resolution involving postponement, 
which does not state to what time the partition should be postponed.” 


The Hon’be Mk. Kerr said : — 

“My Lord, I think it will perhaps clear the air to some extent if 1 begin* 
by explaining what exactly the position of the Dacca scheme is. As the 
Council is aware, this is the third of a series of partitions which were proposed 
by the District Administration Committee in 1918, Tlie Committee put 
Mymensingh and Midnapore at the top of the list as the mr)Bt urgent. The 
Mymensingh and Midnapore schemes have been completed and submitted for 
sanction, and we are awaiting final orders on them. Meanwhile, a good deal of 
work has been done in connection with the Dacca scheme. The sites propos- 
ed by the District Administration Committee have been surveyed and leveds 
taken, and rough estimates of the cost have been prepared. The practicability 
of the Committee’s scheme has been proved by thorough local enquiries, and' 
certain modifications have already been made in their proposals. At this 
stage, following the usual practice in such cases. Government have put 
forward a definite scheme for examination and criticism ; and we published 
a resolution on the 17th of July last, asking for ojunions to be sent in by the 
81st of October. When we get these opinions, Govern ment will proceed 
to reconsider the whole matter in the light of the opinions received, 
and will make such modifications as may be necessary in the plans and 
estimates. Then we shall send up the Dacca scheme for the sanction of the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State. I have said enough to show 
that there is a good deal of work still to be done before we start putting the 
Dacca scheme into execution. There is no chance of any money being pro- 
vided in the budget for the financial year, beginning on the 1st of April next, 
and, so far as we can see at present, there is no prospect of any work being 
begun for at least two years from now. 

“The Hon Tile Sir Nilratan Sarkar has asked for a postponement of the 
scheme. From what I* have said, it will be seen that there is no chance of 
the scheme being proceeded with at once. But what the resolution asks us 
to do, is a very different matter. The first resolution asks us to postpone all 
steps which have been taken of are in contemplation in pursuance of the 
scheme and the next one recommends to the Governor in Council that the 
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consideration of the proposal to partition the district of Dacca be postponed 
ttill after the war. I understand that the Hon ble Members who have moved 
these resolutions would like us to drop thinking about the scheme alto- 
gether for the time being. We cannot agree to that for the reasons I shall 
qiow state. 

The Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul Haq gave us two reasons for postponing the 
•consideration of these schemes for the present. The tirst is, as I understand 
him, that the people of Dacca are busj^ thinking about the constitutional 
reforms and that they are unable at the same time to think about the parti- 
tion of their own district. Well. I know Dacca pretty well. I have been hare 
nearly every year, since 1912, and I think that this is a libel on the intelligence 
of the people of Dacca. I have people coming to see me every day. They talk 
rto me about the reforms and the partition scheme, and thej'^ do not seem to 
me to muddle the two things up at all. 1 think that this theory that the 
Dacca people are incapable of entertaining more than one idea at a time, may 
l)e disregarded. 


The next reason which tlie Hon’l)le Mt3mbtir lias urged, is more irapor- 
4,ant ; he says that we should drop these partition schemes until we know 
what the effect of the constitutional reforms is going to he on the work of 
ithe District Officers. I do not claim to know mucli al>out politics, but I do 
know something about administration, and I think that the Council may take 
ii as certain that wliatever other effect the scheme of constitutional reforms 
may have, it will certainly have tlio effect of increasing tlie work of the District 
Officer to a very great extent. It will do so for two reasons. In the first 
place, the reforms will change the character of his work ; and in the second 
place, they will add very greatly to the volume^ of his work. TIk' authors of 
rthe report have explained very clearly how the first cause will operate. 
They say that the utility of the public official in India will gradually undtirgo 
a change ; instead of continuing to the same degree as now to be the execu- 
tive agency of Government he will stand aside from the work of carrying out 
orders and assume the position of skilled consultant technical adviser and 
an inspecting and reporting officer. And then they go on to say that the life 
of the Indian Civil Servant will be more difficult, because it is harder to con- 
vince than to direct ; to prevail in consultation than to enforce an order. 
Tfiis opinion will be endorsed by everybody who has had any practical ex- 
perience in the work of administration. Wiiether an officer is authorised to pass 
a decision himself, or whether he has to submit his recommendations to a higher 
.authority, his work up to a certain point is the same. He has to get all the 
facts, to consider the probable effect of alternative courses of action, and then 
‘to select one of the different courses of action open. Then if tin* d(3ci8ion rests 
with him, he has merely to pass the order, and often it is sufficient i( he 
‘signs his name. But if he has got to persuadt^ somebody to agree with him, 
Jie has to begin all over again. He has got to think who the people are who 
are to be persuaded or advised, he has got to consiiior their point of view, and 
what their objections are likely to be, and he may havt* to get over pnqudices 
or preconceived opinions : so that if a man a* i vises or recommends, his work 
will often be double that which he would have to do if tliti decision rested 
with him. That is one way in which the reform scheme will very greatly 
increase the work of the District Officer. The other way iw l)y actually increas- 
ing the number of things the District Officer will have to do. 


Some Hon’ ble Members have referred to the question of village unions. 
They say that the village unions will lessen the work of the District Officers. 
I do not think there can be a greater fallacy than that and if any Hon ble 
Member asks Mr. Hart for his opinion he will find it very difterent. ihese 
village anions are doing work which has hitherto not been done or imperfect- 
ly done, and this imposes a very considerable strain on the District Officer in 
It he matter of references and applications fdr funds and various other ways in 
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which they ask for the District Officer’s advice or help. It involves more 
touring on the District Officer’s part to visit them and keep them up to the 
mark, and give them help and encouragement, and this alone means more 
inroads on valuable and scanty time. There are many other ways in which 
the District Officer’s work will bo increased in the near future. ‘‘Take, for 
instance, the question of electorates to which 1 have given some attention 
during the past few weeks. If electorates are going to be formed on a broad 
basis as jiroposed in the 8choine of Constitutional Reforms, the amount of 
work involved in preparing the electpral roll will be enormous. The work in 
connection with elections is very considerable, even at present where there are 
only small electorates of 100 or 200 persons. If you are going to form 
electorates composed of several thousands, the work which will have to be done 
will be very great. This work is not work which can be taken over by local 
bodies ; it is work which in all countries is done by permanent officials of 
(Ttovernment and it is on the permanent officials that the work will fall in India^ 
So I say that the work of the District Offictu*, taken as a whole, will increase 
largely on the introduction of the Constitutional Reforms, and if reasonable 
efficiency in the pufilic services is to be maintained, the necessity of partition^ 
ing these big districts, will be very mucli greater when the Reforms ar^^ 
introduced than it is at piresent. 

Another point is that this resolution which asks us to drop all considera- 
tion of this problem comes rather too latii. It might have b(‘en in time if 
this advice had been given lo us before the 17th duly. I think it would have 
been wrong even then, but before^ we published our resolution it would have 
been possibh^ to ask us not to think about this partition scheme. Now that 
the rc'solution has l)e(ui published, it is impossible to live in Dacca and not to 
think of partition schemes. Th(‘ visitors who come to see me daily discuss the 
matter freely. Some object, to any partition sclienie at all ; some of them, like 
the Hon’ble Memb(‘r, agn^e that partition is dt'sirable, but want some modi- 
fication in th(‘ scheme tlescribed in the Covernment resolution. There is 
nothing to object to in that. They are of course all people interested in the 
matter, and tlieir object is to find a scheme which will cause the least 
inconvenience to themselves, or will be of the most benefit to themselves. 
Am 1 to tell the visitors who conu^ to see me, not to talk of partition schemes 
because some Hon’ble Members think that all consideration of partition must 
be drop])ed ? Every morning the Dacca Herald is delivtu'ed to me. Am 1 
to be de])rived ef tlu' ])leasur(^ of reading tliat organ of public oi)inion Ix^cause 
it contains criticisms on the ])artition schenu^ and suggestions for alt(*rnate 
schemes? The advice given to Governnumt in these resolutions is not practi- 
cable. There is no intention, as I liave already said, of pushing on with this 
scheme until everybody concerned has had the fullest opportunity of (*x})reB- 
sing his opinion and until (Jovernment has carefully considered these opinions. 
But we cannot, agree to drop all consideration of the matter^ and if this is 
what the resolutions ask us to do. we must oppose t hem.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

“My Lord, I have listened very attentively to the reply of the Hon’blo 
Mr. Kerr and J am sorry that I have to confess that I have not been convinc- 
ed that the recommendation made in my resolution ought not to be accepted 
by Your Fjxcellency’s Government. To begin with, we have been told that 
a case has been made out of sufficient urgency for steps to be taken in pursuance 
of the scheme of partition of the district of Dacca. The Hon’ble Mr. Hely 
Hutchinson has said that the Government officials are doing a large amount of 
work, and that secondly, the District Administration Committee had come to 
the conclusion that the case of the partition of Dacca was one of some urgency. 
Now, as regards the present district officials being over-worked, I think I may 
only point out to him that if they do a large amount of work their predecessors 
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m oflBce used to do 80 for about a century or more and I do not think that 
it is going to be suggested that the predecessors in office of the present-.Jav 
officials were eimply a race of lotus-eaters or at any rate they did not work as 
the present officials. As a matter of fact, even the <listrict of Mvmensintrh 
which IS perhaps the largest administrative unit in In lia. has been run evm’ 
since the lieginning oi British rule or ever since the period wh.ui the province 
had been parcelled out into districts. If a singh- meinher of thi' scrvici* felt 
the weight of the work at Mymensingl,, he never coiiiplaiiiiHl that it was work 
which could not lie undertaken by one man and whicli was work of sucli a 
character from which he would ffy away. The province of Heiigil ftir 
instance, was, lor a long [.enod of time, too heavy a burden for one Lieiilenanl- 
Governor ; but every Lieutenant-Governor who took iiimn himself th.' task of 
administering Bengal, always faced the situation. If a thing liki- tliat could 
go on for 70 years I fe.d that we may reasonably I'xpeci this thing to go on 
for some years to oome. I submit, therefore, niy Lord, that although the 
present officials in Dacca are ovor-worktMl, tln^ir pHnlec^esHorH in office wt're as 
hardworking^ as they are, and tlierf‘ is at>soliitely no reason to think tliat the 
present officials would be men of a weaker physique and that they would break 
down in consequence of tlie strain. 


As regards the conclusion of the District Administration CommitbHs 
1 think that is no doubt entitled to weight. I do nol at the i)r(^s(mt mome nt 
wish to say anything so tar as the report is eoncermul, beHMUsts tin* (^onsi<|(n*a- 
tion of that (juestion wiu;tlicr Dacca ought to be partitioned or not is a matter 
on which there may be differences of opinion, but what J am not convinocul of 
is that the urgency, even if tlc'n' is any, is not of sueli a chara(;ter that the 
partition ought to be made in defianc^^ of juiblic oj)inion. After all, j>ublic 
opinion has got to bo taken into consideral uin. Kor whom, my Loi'd, art* \'ou 
going to partition districts if it lie not for the efficiency of the a<lministratiorj 
and if it be not for the benefit of the pc'ople for whom you duplicate the work ? 
I think, my Lord, you ought to make the people tool that is a respon- 

sible and sympathetic Ciovernment ever ready to tak(^ into (ronsideral. ion iheir 
needs. It may be that the people are not well advisc^l m oj)]josmg this 
Hchem(3 ; but they are at present convinced that this imvasure should not Ik? 
taken. We are told that some work lias already beem done, and tlial sites 
have been selected. J do not know whether something cilse Ijas lieen don(‘. 
My Lord, after all this has been done, the qu(*stion whicli occurs to mo is why 
was this done witliout consulting public ojiiniori. As regards taking up tlie 
question of the partition at once, I find that somc’thing is done and ilimi we 
are told to keep quiet and after a tirm? elapses ami soimithing more is doru; we 
are told that so much has already beiui dom? aud tliat (xovm’nmcnl eaiinot 
find any way out of it. It is really making us consmit to tlic stf^ps which hav(* 
been taken by Government towards partition gradually and slowly ; although, 
as a matter of fact, we have really Ikk 3 ii forced to take up the piKsitiori. I 
therefore submit., my Lord, that althougli soim^thing may liava^ bt‘cn done 
nothing serious has at least been done and things may be allowcnj to li<‘ for 
the very simple reason that public opinion seems Ifi be vory miujh against 
the scheme. Then, my Lord, there is the question of expimse to In* eonsidf^rod. 

I was only just a short wJiile ago told that tin? nspiirements rif economy hav(? 
got to lie considered and that we sliould always practise the utmost ecjoiiomy 
of expenditure owing to the j/resent financial stringency. I would like to 
convince Your Excellency that the scneriie for the partition of districts is 
bound to be the most exp.*n8ive one. Then, why take up this expensive 
project in the face of tliis oppositicui from the public and in the face of rlie 
fact that money can better be utilised in other ways. We might be told that 
there is difference of of union as to why money can be well spent on other 
schemes and since there is difference of opinion I submit that this matter 
ought not to be taken up at once. 
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As my observation that the people of Dacca are now only too busy 

thinking about the constitutional reforms to consider the partition scheme, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, said that it would be a libel on their intelligence if we 
suggested that their brain was not capable of taking up this question as well 
when they were considering tlu- scheme of constitutional reform. But, my 
Lord, it is no question of brain being capable of keeping one or two things at 
the same time ; and certainly intelligent men can have half a dozen subjects 
in their l)rain and consider them all at the same time ; but the point to be 
considered is whether at the present moment the question is of a really 
controversial character. Is it not reasonable to ask that, for a consideration 
of questions like the constitutional reforms, we really require a calm atmos- 
phere and that public tinu' and attention should not Ije disturbed by having to 
(consider scheiiu^s which also vitally aflect tlunn and which have got to be 
simultaneously consid(‘red with the problems that will bo raised in connection 
with the scheme of constitutional ref(n*ms. After all, my Lord, the people of 
Dacca are human beings and they may be burdened if, with constitutional 
reforms lief ore them, they are also asked to consider the scheme of partition- 
ing tlnnr own district which vitally alibcts them and which is a thing which 
infring(^s with the problems of their daily life, d'hey ought to be pardoned 
if, in view of the ]u’oblems raised by tlu^ qiu^stion of partition, th(\vgiv(^ 
secondary consideration to tlu^ qiu'stion of constitutional reforms. It is for 
this ri'ason, my Lord, 1 submit that t,h(^ question of constitutional reforms, is 
aliH^ady engaging t lu^ attention ol the of Dacaja and that they should not 

bt* furtluM' distracted l)y throwing Lif)on them tht‘ consideration of the question 
of partition which affc'Cts thcun vitally. 1 think, my Lord, that even amongsi 
tlu‘ non-oHicial ininnbers who have spoken on this resolution liavt^ spoken very 
strongly in res[)ect of this pi-oposal. 1 do not nn^an t,o suggest that the Dacca 
])eo])h‘ are very wise in raising the protest against the scheme of partition. 
It may be that th(\v are absolutely wrong, but that is a matter tliat has got to 
be decided lattu'. Hut right or wrong, t h(‘y have expresstul their opinion in 
tlu‘ pariticular way and in th(‘ most unmistakable terms. I, thertd’ore, lii'g 
most rt'spectfully to ask Yoxxv Excelhmey to consider wlu'tluu*. in tin* faci' of 
this volume of opiniini ; in view of the fact that the im^asuri' is surt> t.o cmtail 
a lai'ge amount ol (^xpenditu at a time when we an^ urged t o ]:)ractis(' 
tlu‘ utmost (economy in view of the fact, that we have largm* problems to 
consider ; our attention should not be distracted by problems which even 
though of a partially important chaiTicter is not of less importance. W(' 
simply ask that the proi)osals for the- ]xirtition should l)e ))ostponed jusi 
for a short tiim*. 1 do not nuMii to t^ay that tlu^ pt^ople should not be asked to 
considm* it at the present moment ; but I tliink a short post])onemenr is 
absolutely nec(‘ssary ; and if this is done, I do not think that t he jn’csent 
othcials of the district will very much complain against that. I do not wish 
to take up the time of the (Jouneil by further observations; but I beg respect- 
fully to press this n*solution for ^ oui’ Excellency’s acceptance. After all, if 
not for anything else but. (^ut of deference to public opinion which has been 
most unmistakably t^xpressed, 1 would ask Your Excellency to consider 
vvhe.tiier this matter should Ix' further proc^eeded with. 

The resolution was tlnm put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 24. 

The following resolution, which stood in the name of the Hon’ble Rai 
Sri Nath Ray Bahadur was held to be covered by the debate on the last 
resolution (Item No. 23) and was deemed to be withdrawn : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the considera- 
tion of the proposal to partition the district of Dacca be postponed till after 
the war. 
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The Hon’ble Babu Brojendka Kishor Kay (hiAri>nrKi moved the following* 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in (Ruined that t)rovision bv 
made for the exemption of bond fide Ayurvedic medicine-^ from the op(‘ration 
of the Bengal Excise Act. 


He said : — 

My Lord, the grateful thanks ol the Indian community in gcmm-al and 
the Ayurvedic practitioners in particular are <lue to Your Excelhmcy’s Gov- 
comment for liaving withdrawn t!ie prosc^eut ion. J take it, my Lord, that t his 
act of grace on the' part of Govcomment is an indication that they are quite' 
as much alivc' as tlu^ people arc' t.o i 1 h‘ inU'n'st and wtdfan' of an aru'ienl 
healing art. 

Prosecutions have from time' to time been starttnl at tin* instanct* of local 
Excise offic(‘rs against Ayurvedic ])ractitioners, on the ground that som(‘ 
drugs mamitactured liy them may lie technically classed among Excisahh* 
articles. Most of them have i)roved unsucct'ssful, hut tin* hrotid (jui'stion as 
to whe3thco* thes(> iru^dicinal preparations should or should not tmjoy a sort of 
immunity from the operation of tlu' Excise* law has remain(‘d unaiiswennl. 

dTie recent Dacca cast' has, I understand, hc'tm wit hdrawn at t in' instanct' 
of Gov(‘rnmenl and not on account of any (h'fetit inhenmt in it. Tiiis may ht* 
taken almost as a (hmlaration of tin* Excuse policy of Govt'rnmtmt so far as 
Ayurvedic m(3diciiK‘S an* (joncerned. And my ohjt'ct in bringing forward this 
resolution is to discuss the desirahility of a formal (‘Xemption Ixung mad(' in 
favour of Ayurvcnlic medicine's g(‘nerally which will setrh* a vexed (jiu'stion 
once for all. 

My Lord, J helic'vc* th(*re is a f»rovision in tlu' pia'sent Bc'ugal Excuse Act 
which givc's discretionary pow(*r to Govi*rnment to excmipt any Extrisahle 
artich' from the operation of tin* Act. If r(*cours(' is taken t.o this discre- 
tionary clause* in the jiresent. instance, tin* action of Government will not, 

I am afraid, comnu'ud itself to tin* Ayurvedic f »ra(!t itioners and tin* p(*f)ple. 
b or exemption und('r this clause* will involvi* a declaration that tin* nn*dicin(*s 
(‘xc'inpted an' as a matter of fact Excisable ai'iicU*^. And as the Ayurv(*(iic 
system is practised mostly by high casti* Hindus, such a declaration may l>e 
considered by them to be a slur upon their profession and to degrade them t(» 
the same level with the manufact ura'rs of ordinary intoxicants belonging to 
a lower caste in society. Mon*ov(n*. then* aia* people among t he ort lnnlox 
Hindus and Muhammadans who would never think of using medicirn'S which 
might by implication be classed among intoxicants. Thesi* may lx* mait(*rs 
of sentiment, but Government should rc'sfx'ct the sentiments ol tlie ortluxlox 
community. 

I therefore V(mture to suggest that specific exemption should lx* madt* 
by an amendment of the Act itself, ancLI think this suggestion of mine will 
receive serious consideration at the hands of the Gov(*rnment. In reply to 
Home questions of mine at the last meeting of tin* (Jf)uncil, it was stat(Ml that 
the Indian Excise Committee of 1905, in their draft f^iXciHe Bill had a 
distinct clause exempting bond fide rnedicin(*s from its purview. This clause 
even appears in the Bill as intriKluced in the Bengal Council in 1909. Bili 
the Select Committee, by a majority, omittel the clause. 1 find that tift* 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler was one of the official memliers of that Select 
Committee, and the Hon’ble Rai Radlia Charan Pal Bahadur was perhaps one 
of the minority who desired the retention of the clause. It is our gocxl 
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I'ortuno to-day to have Sir Henry Wheeler as Member in charge of tlie 
Fixcise Department. And my earnest appeal is specially directed to him to 
re-insert the clause left out by the Select Committee in 1909, adding such 
safeguards to prevent any evasion of the law as may be necessary. There 
is a similar provision in the Bombay Abkari Act, which has been in force for 
the last 40 years. And if the Excise administration has been cairied on 
smoothly in Bombay during this period in spite of such a provision. Govern- 
ment would be running no risk if they were to insert a similar section in the 
Bengal Excise Act. 


My Lord, I am aware tliat the exemprion 1 am thinking of may embrace 
the entire system of medicine, and not the Ayurvedic system alone. If that 
be the effect of an amendment of the Excise Act, I for one will have no 
objection. But I do not claim to speak for any other system than the 
Ayu rvedic. It is a system which has done great service to suffering 
humanity for centuries. Indeed, it is one of the most precious assets of 
Aryan culture which lias been handed down to us. The late Surgeon- 
General Sir Pardey Lukis in one of his public utterances observes ; — 
“The longer I remain in India and the more I see of the country and the 
people, the more convinced 1 am that many of the empirical methods of 
treatment adopted by the Vaids and Hakims are of the greatest value ; and 
there is no doubt whatever that tlndr ancestors knew, ages ago, manv things 
which are nowadays being lirought forward as new discoveries”. My Lord, 
this ancient and wonderful system of tre il.ment craves protection at your 
hands, so that it may be left unfettered as in the past, to bring relief to the 
sick and stricken.” 


The Hon’ble Rxi Mahenoua Chandra Mittka Baiiadur said ; — 

“ My Lord, the obji'ct of the resolution is to exempt bond fide Aj'urvedic 
mediciueH from the operation of the Bmigal F^xcise Act. Looking into tlie 
history of Excise legislation, I find that the Act of 190.5 was amended in 
1909 and that lastly a few sections of the Act of 1909 was modified and 
amended by Bengal Act VII of 1914. The previous Acts (lefined liquor as 
intoxicating liquor. But in tlu^ present Act liquor is defined as any liquor 
containing spirits or alcohol. This definition is very illegal. So far as the 
preparation of kaviraji medicines is concerned the systiun is based upon 
certtiin prinoiph^s. Before i-he operation of the Act of 1914 it was thought 
that the definition of intoxicating liquor in the Act of 1909 was quite 
sufficient for the purpose of allowing the kavirajes to prepare their medicines, 
hut under the present Act of 1914 1 see that a kaviraj has been prosecuted 
for preparing his medicines. They have complained to Your Excellency and 
they have reasons for complaints If you look at section 62 of the Bombay 
Abkari Act, you will find that the bond fide preparation of such medicines 
has been exempted. 4’he Bombay Act has been in operation for a very long 
time. Section 90 of the Bengal Act exempts certain medicines under certain 
conditions. The Fiastern Bengal Filxcise Act of 1910 also exempts certain 
medicines under certain conditions. If the Council considers that the defini- 
tion of the word ‘liquor’ as explained in the present Act of 1914 is a 
hardshij). then I submit to Your Excellency that there should be a modifica- 
tion of that definition, for in that case every man might be subject to prosecu- 
tion. That could not have been the intention of the legislature. This point 
also came up before the Courts in 1917. My Lord, if the intention* of the 
legislature was really to exempt bond fide kaviraji medicines, I submit that 
it is a case for the consideration of the Council whether the definition of the 
liquor in the existing Act should be modified or not. Hardly any notification 
is necessary now. The whole question is whether the definition of liquor 
should be amended. The kavirajes have to prepare their medicines 
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.ro^trr'oru' LSTo?. 


The Hon’ble Hai Radha Chakan Pal Bahadur said :— 

A f ^ undei-rttand whotdior thu prop,»^ar in that the 

Act should be amended. From certain speeches I underst an.l t hat there is also 
a proposal that the Act should be amended. I was in Council when the \ci of 
1909 was passed. 1 was also ,n the Select Committee. In the original B o 
P)08 a clause (clause 84) was inserted on the recommendation of the Indian 
Lxc.se Committee that the Bill should not apply to medicated liquors in f" 
hands of medical inen except ,n so far as the Local Govornm.mt miffht direct. 
Then ‘^he Select Committee, that clause was withdrawn and another clause 
was substituted and that clause is now section 90 of the Bengal Excise Act. 
It lays down that the Local Government may, by notiHcation. eitlier 
who ly or partially and subject to such conditions (if any) as it may 
think fit to prescribe, exempt any excisable article from all or any of the 
provisions of this Act, either throughout Bengal or in any specified local area 

or for any specified period or occasion or as regards any specified class of 
persona. ^ i 

1 find that a notification was subsequently issuixl in 191,''^. Unfortu- 
nately I hc^e not got it in my hands as the Gazettes arc not available 
heie. 1 find in the newspapers that there was an agitation among the kaviriee* 
owing to the prosecution oPa kavtraj at Dacca for stocking rohitashtak. but 
1 leai 11 that (jovernmont have been pleased to direct tlic withdrawal of the 
prosecution. When the clause I have mentioned was withdrawn in the 
holect Gomniittee anil the present section 90 was inserted W(> were under the 
impression that a notification would be issued exempting indigenous medicinal 
preparations resembling alcohol from the operation of the Act. I find, how- 
ever, that a prosecution was started against a kaviraf although the Govern- 
ment have been pleased to withdraw the jiroseciitioii. I do not know 
wuether the existing notification exempts kaviraji medicines. If not, then 
l-Tovernment will be pleased to take steps to issue a revised notification. As 
legards the amendment of the Act, I know that the Bombay Act exempts 
indigenous preparations of medicine and I agree that the 'Government of 
Wangal should have a similar provision inserted in the Bengal Act. W’hen 
he existing Act was before the legislature some opposition was made against 
t le proposal to delete that section, but the Hon’ble Mr. Maepherson assured 
U8 that the substitution o£ clause 85, which is now Beetion 90, would moot the 
oircumstances of the case and there would be no hanlnhip. But, unfortu- 
narely, our experience has been quite otherwistL I hope sornethinj? will be 
uone to allay the apprehension which has been raised in the ininds of the 
Kxvtraji community. With these words I support tlie resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henrv Wukklkr saiil : — 

Sir, it is not the intention or policy of Grovernment to brin^f within the 
purview of the penal provisions of the Excise Act bond, fide Ayurvedic 
preparations ; to that extent, it may be said thilt 1 rni^ht forthwith 
accept this resolution, and, indeed, as it is verbally framed, I do, on the 
understanding that the word ‘ provision ’ is interpreted in the sense that 
we are already making* provision, as I shall shortly explain to the Council. 

does not, however, include an amendment of the Excise Act 
which some Members have adumbrated as desirable. 


I qjiould like to explain the provision which we propose to make and the 
uiroumstancea of the case, inasmuch as a certain amount of misconception 
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has arisen about it, and a certain amount of feeling has been engendered 
in kaviraji circles. 

There are four main points which 1 would like the Council to bear in 
mind. 

The first is that it is the case that under the guise of medicinal preparations 
unsorupulouB men have sold and do sell to others liquids which are, to all intents 
and purposes, alcoholic drinks. I make no insinuation against the vast body of 
kavirajes who, no doubt, according to their lights, are conducting an honour- 
able profession in an honourable way. But that advantage is taken* as I 
say, to evade in this way the operations of the Excise Act admits of no possible 
doubt. 1 have looked into recent cases, and can offer a few examples. For 
instance, I find that a case was decided in the High Court in which it was 
actually discovered that owing to the sale of this kind of beverage, the trans- 
actions of the neighbouring licensed shops fell off, and the High Court 
said that it was absurd to call a ))rei aration which contained such a high 
p(‘rcentage of alcohol, a medical preparation. 1 find another case in \vhich as 
much as twomaunds of wash for distilling such a liquid were discovered ready, 
not, as wo might. exp(‘ct, in anticipation of an epidemic, but in anticipation 
of tlie Durga Puja festival. In another case, 1 find that a kaviraj had been 
selling alcoholic drinks lo confidential customers for over three years ; while 
in another case a preparation, which contained as much as 82*6 per cent, 
of alcohol, was used by th(^ public as an intoxicant. These, Sir, arc typical 
examples. 

Further, we have an authoritative pronouncement of the Excise Commis- 
sion of 1905-06 — the most weighty body which has looked into Excise matters 
in recent years — that legal action was required in view of the increasing use 
of medicated preparations as intoxicants. On the first point, then, that the 
law can be evaded in this way, I do not think that there can be any question. 

Secondly, it is obvious that in the intereBts of the Excise revenue which, 
we derive from the taxation of alcohol, we must check such abuses. 

Thirdly, there is not the slightest doubt that, at any rate since 1909, 
such a check has been the intention of the law. 

Fourthly, although kavarajes appear to think that they are labouring 
under a grievance, it is rather the case that exception has been made in their 
favour, in so far as alcohol contained in their preparations evades paying 
duty, while alcohol contained in imported drugs or drugs manufactured in 
this country is taxed ; therefore, it is not the case that any special disability 
exists in connection with their medicines which does not apply to those of 
western origin. 

These are the four cardinal points ('f the case ; but I shall have to 
explain a little more in detail what the legal position is. 

Under the old Excise Act of 1878, it was doubtful whether a successful 
prosecution against a so-called medicinal pieparation would lie, and in 1896, 
a conviction was set aside in the High Court on that ground, although in 
1899 the Higl) Coui*t made the eminently sane remark, which 1 have already 
quoted, that you could not claim exemption for an alcoholic drink merelj^ by 
calling it a medicinal preparation. How^ever, it may be said that the law was 
at any rate doubtful up to this point. But in 1905-06 the Excise Committee, 
to wdiich 1 have already i*eferred, definitely made a pronouncement as to the* 
use as intoxicants of medicated articles, and, in their model BHl, recom- 
mended a provision which would prevent such a practice. Their method was 
to exempt the import, manufacture, possession, sale or supply of any hand fide 
medicated article for medicinal purposes, by medical practitioners, cftemists,. 
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druggists or keepers of dispensaries, but to enable tlie Lix-ai Gos cm nment, by 
notification, to prohibit throughout the province, or within any local area\ 
the import, manufacture, possession, sale or supply of anv such article, except 
under prescribed conditions. Some Hon’ble Meiiibers have to-nighl quoted 
this provision for a general exemption in favour of thi^se medicines, but liave 
omitted the very important proviso empowering tli(‘ Local Government to 
notify prohibitions. The Committee fully recognised that malpractices might 
exist ; it is true that they suggested a general exemption ; but tin^v proposed 
to guard against malpractices by notification. 

When we came to the amendineni of our own F'-xcise Act in it is 

perfectly true that, first of all, a section on the lines of the Kxrinr (huninit- 
tee’s Hill was contemplated. But wlien the Hill went to SeltHit (/ommiMiu' it 
was decided to adopt the contrary expedient, namely, to bring t In^sn prepara- 
tions within the purview the Excise Act, hut in order to sab'guard 
hond fde preparations, to give tin* l(K‘al Government power by notification, and 
subject to conditions, to exempt excisal)b‘ arti(*le8 from the* operation of tin? 
Act. Such a provision finally wont thrOugli tin* Council without objeetion 
from anybody. 

In 1910, the Eastern Bengal Government, which had then hoiMmn* a 
separate province, legislated, following the precedent of thi^ Excise ihmi- 
^nittee, but my point is that in tin' essential intention of controlling these 
malpractices both Acts were at ont\ The only diftbronce was in the mtith^xl 
\)F so doing. 

In 1912, it so happcmod that our Act was found defective in anotlnu* 
particular, viz,, the d(?finitioii of ‘ liquor and when they came to amalgamate* 
the old Ac*t with the Eastern Himgal Act, our prodec^essors again amon<l(‘d tln^ 
Act to meet that difficulty, and at the same time oncee more* ernphasiseMl tln^ 
intention of the Legislature^ (again without objection on anybody's part) 
tliat medicinal preparations containing alcohol should be brought within the 
Act unless exempted as ho7id fide medicines. There is not tlu' h\'ist doubt 
about tliat now being tln^ law, as shown by a High Court ruling of 1917 whi(»h 
remarks : ' to say now that a preparat ion containing alcohol is not within 
the provisions of the Bengal Excise Act, simf)ly because it is a medicu’nal prrv 
paration or ’may be used for medicinal purposes, would b(* te stultify the 
Court and ignore the plain purpose of the I.<egiHlature.’ 

I have given these details because I wish to disahusi* tht^ CJouncil of tin* 
idea tliat anything has bi^en done lately to change the law in any sense. What 
tias happened is that the Excise authorities recently instituted a prosecution, 
of which iletails have been given in answer to a question in this Council, and 
they were perfectly' within their rights in instituting that prosc^cution. 
However, it attracted a certain amount of notice in the press, and a|)poarod 
to alarm the Ayurvedic practitioners Conseciuently 1 gav(^ an intc^rview in 
Calcutta a little while ago to certain representative kainrajes, and after talking 
to them decided to withliold the prosecution until we discovered a way out of 
the difficulty. ^ 

We have since l)een discussing what the way should he, and there are 
one or two points which, I admit, are to he 8ai<l in Irvoxxv ol thci kahirajes. 
The first thing is that they do make up their own medicinal preparations, 
which negatives the idea of enforcing a centralised manufacture in bon<l of 
medicines containing alcohol. Secondly, they prepare th(*ir drugs from ancient 
formulse to which they consider themselves bound to adhere. That is a fact 
which deserves to be taken into consideration. Thirdly, if tliey w(*r(^ to use 
rectified spirit in their preparations, I understand that it would be opposixi to 
■the prejudice of many of their patients who do not regard as obnoxious 
alcohol which is produced ,in the course of the manufacture of drugs 
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themselves. These three points may influence us in making what is 
really an exception in favour of karnrajes, from the general law which renders 
liable to duty alcohol contained in western medicines. We have been dis- 
cussing this matter with the kabirajes, and the Excise Commissioner, 
Mr. Moberly, has, I think, hit upon a line which shows us the way out, that 
is to say, it is possible to draw a distinction between what are called, I believe, 
aristas and other preparations in which the alcohol is arrived at by distilla- 
tion. I understand aristas are preparations — 1 see the Hon’ble Sir Nilratan 
Sarkar, who is a scientific expert, has his eye on me, and I apologise for a 
very unscientific presentation of a technical matter — in which by the mixture 
of certain ingredients the alcohol is generateil by fermentation and is not 
arrived at by distillation. As far as the Excise Commissioner has ascer- 
tained, we have never prosecuted in the case of these aristas, and we could 
make an exception in their favour. Another good reason for doing so is, 1 
am told, that these aristas are far too unpalatable for use by anyb^y as a 
pleasant beverage. 


What we propose to do is to jiroceed by way of executive instruction as 
to how the Act is to be interpreted. Of course, under the law as it 
stands, we could notify a long list of things wliich are not to be the subject 
of prosecution. But there are difficulties in doing this. In the first place, 
these formulae do not exist in any standard book, and probably are not even 
known to any one individual ; secondly, there are a very large number of 
such formula;, and all would have to be tested and classified. Thirdly, we 
might not even then arrive at a complete list, and if we were to get out a 
list it might bo susceptible of abuse by persons calling a thing by one name, 
while, in reality, it was something entirely different. We have, therefore, 
decided to discard the idea of trying to notify what is exempted. We prefer 
to proceed by executive instruction, and the general outline of the instruc- 
tion which we propose to issue is somewhat on the following lines ; — 

‘ The manufacture by of the Ayurvedic medicinal preparations 

known as asab or arista should not be interfered with on the ground 
that the finished preparation contains alcohol (provided that the finished pre- 
paration is produced by the admixture of sugar, treacle or molasses, or honey 
with other ingredients and the lerraentation of the whole, and that no 
process of distillation is used in its prcxluction), unless the Chemical 
Examiner for Customs and Excise reports that tlie preparation is now 
reasonably a medicinal preparation. The formula under which the preparation 
is said to be prepared and a reference to the work from wdiich it was taken 
should, if possible, be forwarded to the Chemical Examiner along with the 
sample. Should the Chemical Examiner for Customs and Excise report 
that the preparation is not reasonably a medicinal preparation, or should it 
be found that any such preparation is being used as an intoxicating beverage, 
notwithstanding a report from the Chemical Examiner that it is reasonably 
a medicinal preparation, the facts should be reported to the Excise Commis- 
sioner. These instructions do not apply to the manufacture by distillation 
of Ayurvedic preparations (such as Mrita Sanjihani Sudha) or to the pre- 
paration of wash for the manufacture of such distilled preparations.’ 

♦ 

Mr. Moberly has int’erviewed representative kavirajes in this city, and we 
are considering whether a working compromise can be arrived at on such a basis. 
Another point put forward by the kavirajes is that we should get representa- 
tive men from among their number to act on a Board in an advisory capacity 
as to what is a legitimate medicine and what is not, and we shall try to meet 
their wishes to some extent in that respect. Mr. Moberly will now see other 
representative kavirajes in Calcutta, and finally in the light of his discussions 
with them, we shall try to bring out an instruction on these lines. That is 
the provision we contemplate, and in this sense we have no objection in accept- 
ing this resolution.” « 
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Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babd Brajkndka Kibhok Ray (hiAi PHeki sai(l • 

“I beg my Lord, to thank the Hon’I.le Sir Henry Wheeler for the kind 
aBBtirance he has ^ven ; and I am very grateful to your Lordship’s (lovern- 
merit for accepting tnie resolution. 

Tlie resolution was then put and carried. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 26. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahenora Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved the follow- 
ing resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that immediate 
effect be given to tlie recommendations of the J'ublic Services C.immission 
that in the executive branches of the Provincial Civil Services “ not more 
than 50 fier cent, of the vacancies ” sliould be filh-d by promotion from the 
Bubordinate eerviceB. 


He said : — 

My Loid, my intention in moving this n*Holution is to n^inovt* part ially an 
anomaly which iK a source of dissatisfaction and disconUmt in an important 
section of our public* service. The Sul>-Deputy Collectors nowadays have* to 
do the saiye work and discharge the same dutic^s as tin* Deputy Collocutors aiul 
in headquarters they are often seen to acU, in place of Dcqiuty ('olh^ctors. In 
the subdivisions the work of the Sub-Deputy Collector is still mon* onerous. 
Not cmly has he to try criminal cases but various departments including the 
kSub- Treasury are entrusted to him. The risky nature of treasury work is 
Wi ll known. kSub-Deputy Collectors are often being vesU^d witfi ‘lirsl claKs 
powers and doing tlnur work to the entirf* satisfaction of tin* (iov(*rnmejit. 
Still they are ill-paid, the pay they are entitled ;.o being (*v(*n insufficienf tf> 
enalde them to maintain the <lignity of their position. Hence tlie present 
anomalous position of the two services mendy tends to cr(*at(; a disciuitfuil ed 
body of public servants. 

The question of the two services was discussed in dtUail ladore the Royal 
Commission on the Public Services in India. In reply to a 4ju(*slion about his 
experience of the officers selected by the different methods of r<*(u uif mf*nt for 
the Provincial Civil vService, Mr. 11. L. Sti*ph(mson, th(*n Financial Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, said : — ‘ d'he principal |:K)int is wrn*tlnu the 
recruitment shall be mainly direct or freau the Suhordiriftit(* Service. d'he 
principles adof>ted by the Pnirlic Services Commission f>f 1886 favour dirf^ct 
recruitment as the normal method ; the advantages are that a better (dass of 
men can be obtained for a service where the initial pay is Rs. than for 

one with an initial pay of Rs. 100 and that for the higheu* status and wc^rk of 
the Provincial Service it is desirable to directly recruit young men rather than 
to take men of a more advanced age who have spent part of tlic'ir youth in a 
Subordinate Service.’ Then he said : — ‘The class of man wlio ente^rn the 
Subordinate Service now diflfers very little from the Provincial Service 
tecruit and he does work that does not vary much in kind from tliat 
of the higher service ; and the prospect of promotion undoubttjdly attracts a 
better class to the lower service.’ As a inatt‘=»r of fact the difference in quali- 
neations between members of the two services has disappeared and the 
^screpancy in pay and prospects is a source of constant irritation. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Beateon Bell advocated a radical remedy by proposing the amai- 
gamatioh of the Subordinate Executive Service with the Provincial Civil 
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Service. I quote the following with approbation from his written answer 
submitted for the consideration of the Commission on the Public Services : — 

‘ Taken as a body, there is very little diflference between the two services 
in tlje matter of the qualification of the recruits. In fact those entering the 
Subordinate Executive Service are often superior to those entering the Provin- 
cial Civil Service. It is most galling to a man to see another man, whom he 
has surpassed at the University, placed at once in a position to which he him- 
self can only attain after many years of drudgery. The two services should 
be amalgamated, the lowest grade being placed at Rs. 200 per mensem. 
Tlie total annual vacancies would then be 22. I would fill up the vacancies 
as follows : — 

Open competition among candidates nominated by District Officers ... 9 

Promotions from other services (Settlement Kanungoes, etc.) ... 8 

Governor's cadetships ... ... ... ... ... 5 

Total ... 22’ 


1 give my whole-hearted support to the Hon’ble Mr. Beatson Bell’s recom- 
mendation about the amalgamation of the two services. And I am sure the 
proposal will be duly considered by the (Government of India along with the 
r('commendation8 of the Commission. But for the present — till those recom- 
mendations are given effect to — I would propose the adoption by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal of the proposal to fill up 50 per cent, of the vacancies in the 
Provincial Civil Services by recruiting from the Subordinate Service. 

That candidates of equal or superior qualifications enter the Subordinate 
Service when they cannot enter the Provincial Service is admitted. And it 
is also admitted that they do so in the hope of being promoted to the Provincial 
Service. 

The Commission asked Mr. Stephenson — ‘As to the qualifications of the 
Provincial and the Subordinate Services they are drawn from the same' class ; 
but in your experience is there a class of men wlio would take a post in the 
Provincial Service but who would refuse an oflFer of one in the Subordinate 
S(Tvice ? ’ 

His re|)ly was emphatic — ‘ Umloubtedly they are drawn from the same 
class to this extent that very much the same class of men will enter both, but 
the men who enter the Subordinate Service only do so with the hope of 
getting into the Provincial Service by promotion. They would none of them 
be content to enter the Subordinate Service as a career.’ 

Thus it is admitted that if the chances of promotion are remote, dis- 
content in the Subordinate Service which is now manned by men who are 
(equally competent to enter the Provincial Service will ensue. And if 50 per 
cemt. of the vacancies in the Provincial Service is filled up from the Subordi- 
nate Service some justice will be done to the members of the Subordinate 
Service and the arrangement will serve as an incentive to the able and 
educationally qualified men in the service to discharge their duties even 
more assiduously to qualify them for promotion. 

With those words I beg to move the resolution for the consideration of 
the Council.” 

The Hon’ble Mk. Kerk said : — 

My Lord, when I first saw the Hon’ble Member’s resolution, I had some 
difficulty in making out what he was driving at. and my difficulty has not 
been removed by his speech. The facts of the case are briefly as follows : 
Our present Bengal rule which is a rule of at least six years’ standing, and 
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probably older, is that out of the number of appointments in the Pmvinoial 
Service, ordinarily 35 \>er cent, are filled by the promotion of officers who are 
already in Government service. The Royal Commission on tlie Public 
Services found that other provinces were not 80 virtuous as Bengal in this 
respect and that in Madras, appointments in the executive line are made 
almost wholly by promotion, and mainly so in the Punjab, Burma and the 
Central Provinces and Berar. The Commission said : — 

‘ We are impressed by the advantajfres which are secured for services 
recruited in India under the system of direct recruitment. We accordin^^ly 
advise that in the executive line 50 per cent, be laid down as the maximum 
amount to which promotion from the lower ranks should be permitted to 
extend.’ 

Well, the Hon’ble Member has embodied the words of the Roy;d Com- 
mission in his resolution. But as T understand his speech his is 

diametrically opposed to that of the Commission. W^hat he meians ajiparently 
is that at least 50 percent, of appointments should bt^ filled by promotion from 
the Suboi‘dinate Services. The Hon’ble Member will corri*ct im^ if J am 
wrong, but I think this is the only inference' that can drawn from his 
speech. What the Royal Commission said and what the resolution says is 
that not more than 50 per cent, of appointments should bi* made by promotion, 
and by no possible construction of the English language can tlu^ resolution 
be made to bear the meaning put upon it by the llon’ble Meunher. In these 
circunistances, it is no use discussing the points which the Hon’hle Member 
has raised regarding the recruitment of tho Subordinate Service's and so forth. 
All these questions are in the melting pot in coiim^ction with the' reforms 
advocated by the Public Servicers Commission, audio a considerable extent in 
connection with the constitutiejnal redorms It is no use going into them at 
1 his time of night especially as they do not arise on the rese)lution. All tiiat 
I have to say is that the resolution, tw, it stands, is alreaely in force‘ in Bengal, 
and on the understanding that this is what is meant, or rather l)ecause this 
18 the only ineaning wliich it can bear, (Tovernment are prepartnl to accept 
the resolution.” 

The resolution was then put and carried. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 27. 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendka Chandka Mittka Baiiaouk also moved the 
following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that four days of 
the Durga Puja holidays, namely, Saptami, Afaha-asfafm\ Navatru and Dasami, 
be observed as closed holidays in the different departments of th<; Bengal 
Secretariat and its attached offices in so far as the atten<lancc of Hindu 
assistants is concerned. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, it is not necessary for me to make a spe^ech in support of this 
resolution. My intention is that these days which arc? observed as Hindu 
holidays should be observed as closed holidays. There is a sentiment amongst 
us that these days should be observed strictly as holidays. There are many 
hallowed associations around these days, and it is very difficult for those 
Hindu assistants, unless ordered by their masters, to absent themselves from 
office. Ii^ this view, I put the resolution before the Council. 
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BesoUitiona. 


[l9Tif Auouht, 

Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Mr, Donald ; Rat Mahendra Chandra 
Mittra Bahadur; the President- 

Now, tliere is one other matter which I ought not to lose sight of, and 
that is, that Government business cannot be stopped. Consequently it is 
necessary that arrangements should be made for the purpose of conducting 
business in the office. But, my Lord, I was just enquiring whether there are 
any Muhammadan assistants available for the purpose. I have been told 
that there is a number of Muhammadan assistants, but whatever it may be, 
it is for the Hon’ble TVIember to consider the point. It must not be argued 
hereafter that this point was not mentioned. There is a considerable amount 
of discontent among the assistants if they are made to attend on these 
holidays. With those few words, I beg to commend the resolution to the 
Council.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Kisori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

‘‘My Lord, I support the proposal put forward by my Hon’ble friend. 
I do not wish to say anything more.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Donald said: — 

“My Lord, the Hon’ble Mover has moved the resolution that Government 
offices should be closed entirely on the four days of the Durga Puja, but 
he has himself admitted that some arrangement must be made for the 
conduct of urgent work. As regards these Jour days, I find that they are 
observed as closed holidays in every office except the several departments of 
the Civil Secretariat. Tn the Civil Secretariat, we have to arrange for some 
clerks to bo present to look after urgent w^ork, and the orders laid down by 
the Gov(3rnmont of India manj^ years ago are that, if possible, where assist- 
ants have to observe (iortain religioua-<3eremonies, they should not be called 
upon to work at all on these days. Every step is taken to employ on these 
days for the conduct of urgent work as many clerks as possible of other 
religious persuasions — Muhammadans if available, or (Miristians or others. 

It is quite possible tiiat these holidays occur sometimes wdien the 
Government is in Darjeeling, and not many Muhammadans go to Darjeeling; 
but, as far as can be done, non-Hindus are employed on these occasions. 
After all. the days are observed practically as holidays, and those clerks who 
have to attend do so for only a portion of the day. That is the position and 
1 hope it meets the Hon’ble Member’s difficulty.” 

The Hon’ble Hai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, I appreciate the difficulty which Government feel in this 
matter. On the assurance that the Hon’ble Mr. Donald has given that 
arrangements will be made for exempting Hindu assistants from attending 
on their holidays, I bog to withdraw this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

The Presidknt said : — 

“ Gentlemen, I have ascertained from the non-official members, who arc 
present here to-day, that a special meeting for the purpose of discussing the 
Reform Scheme would be more conveniept in November than during the first 
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The Tremieni' s, Address^. 

. \ djolirnnteiii , 

in Septtniil)t‘i*. Hiu . al t lu> sanit* t inif, a hope ha»s lK*t'n t^xpi osstul I lial 
tlie otftoial views ot tlie (iovorniinnit ol Ih n^al upon Mn* Kol’orni Sflu>me 
should not he eoinnmnicatc'd to the (lovenimenl ol India until alter the 
discussion has takiui place. 'riH‘ < lovin'minuil of India havi* asked the 
(iovernment hn* tlunr views l)y the Ist r>l‘ Novtunlxo'. 1 am not in a position, 
therefore, lo give any assurance upon that point. All that 1 ran do is to 
give an undertaking that a r(‘port of the dis(‘ussion which lakos plaet^ shall he 
forwarded to the (iovm-nment. <»! India, with tht* eonommls oi th(‘ loetil 
( ioviuamnutt upon it . 

Under these eireunist anot‘s, and in view <>1* tin' I’aei that there are a 
large number of non-oHictial uieuiluM-s wlio are not prt'seui heri' to-da\'. I am 
refpiesting tlu‘ Si'erestary to tin* Lf^gislative t \»un(ul l(» t*ommunieai» inili\'i- 
diially with ev(‘ry non-oHieial mtunlKu*, e.xplaining tlie position and asking foi 
Ins views as to whetlnu* tdit‘ spiunal uieetnwg should he ln'ld in the Hrsi W(a*k 
of S(M-temhe» or post])ont‘d till Noxamilun-. I hop(‘ that the views of all 
tin* non-oliieial memhers will he re<;eived hy idn^ (unl of this week, ainl if 
tin* majority di^sire to ha\'e tin* disenssion in S(*pt.eml>(n*, I will do my 
host to g(^t a noMee out to lion hie Mt‘mh(M‘s. in onhe* that they may have 
as long a time as jK)ssd)l<‘ to draw up suc*h motioi^^ as i ln‘y may »lesire t<» 
movt* in couneetion with tin* scheme. " 


ADJOURNMENT. 


d'ln* (hmiied \Nas tinm ad journed site' die.' 


('AL(■r^'ei A ; 
rUc 'd 1 si Sepfentijer, 


A. M. iir rtdiisox. 

•^ec//. to the (rfn)f. i}f fieft.(/(d , Lef/isla t iee / >ejHf ri ttieni , 
(Utd See.!/. !(> the lierKJ^d ! jeijtsl at ( re ('oh net! • 

rdi;>. 


B. S, Pit«a— 30 ir-PJl8— tH55J— 350— .A. 4. IlM- 




Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legtslatioe Council assembled 
tiTuier the provisions of the Government of India Act. 1915. 


The Council inor in the (’onn.-il ClmiulHn- at (;.)Vornni.'nt 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, ihi^ 3rd St‘|)teinlnM\ IIUS, at 11 a.m. 


House, 


Present : 


His Excellency tli(‘ Ki^ht Hon'hle Lawkknck John Li mlky Di m>a>, Eakl 
OF ^ RoNALOSHAY, o.e.i.K., (rtivcrnyr of the Prcsitlencf^ of Fort 
William in BciKjtif presiding, 

ddie Hon’ble Sii: Hkniiv Wiifklku. k.(\i.e., c.s.i. 


Tlie Hon ble Mk. d. («. Ofmmino, e.s.i., 


The Hon’bh- Sir Hi.iay (hi and MAUTAit, K.e.s.i., k.c.i.k.. lo.m.. Malia- 

rajadhiraja Bahadur ol‘ Biirdwaii. 

The Hon’blei Mu. d. H. Keru, c.s.i., e.i.K. 

The Houdde Mu. (]!. »1, Spev ENSoN-MooRE, (\V.(). 

The llon’bh^ Major-(bnd. W. H. B. Koiunson, c.r., i.m.s. 

Tfie llon’lde Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 


Th(^ Hon ble Mr. F. A. A. (h>\vEEY. 


The Hon’bh* Mr. 11. l\ Hi vai.. 

Th(> Hon’ble Mr. (h H. Bomras. < ,s.i. 


Tht> Hoii’ble Mr. \\\ C. Wordsworth. 
Th(‘ Hori’blt^ jMi:. C. F. Payne. 


Th(^ Hond)h* ItAl pRIYA NaFII MlJivHARtl BaHADUR, \,> A } 
The Hon’bh* Sii; Rajendra Naiii Mookerjee, k.( m.e. 
The Hoii’ble Sii: Nu.ra ian Sarkar, Kt. 

The HoiPble Mr. W. 11. H. Arden- Wood, (m.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Amim it Rahman. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Lmia, ( .i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. d. W. Heey Hek hinson. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mittkr. 

The Hon’ble Babe Siv Narayan Mookerjee. 

The Hon’ble Kumar Suib Shekhareswar Ray. 
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[3rd SeptembrRt 

The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbauhikari. Kt., o.i.k 
The Hon’ble Rai Debendkk Chunder Ghose Bahadur 
'i’he Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.e., c.b.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. E. (Jrum, o.b.e. 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. B. E. Eden. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, c.i.e. 

The Hon’lile Dr. Abduli.a-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashrak Ali Khan ('haudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 
The ilon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Raj Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’lile Babu Mahendra Nath Ray. c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. B. Durr. 

The Hon’ble Babl Kishori Mohan Chai dhuri. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

'The lollowinji quest, ion>. which lia<l been starred were put and 
answered ; — 

By the Honble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

"Will the (lovernmeHt lie pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the following details regarding the sufiply of^seed [lotatoes by the Agricul- 
tural Department each year from 1912 to 1917? 

(a) (i) How many foreign seed potatoes were purchased by the Agricul- 
tural Department , 

(</) vYlial was the actual expenditure; and 
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{ii) at what pricie i>er maiind were they purchased in Calcutta! ; and 

{iii) at what rate had the buyers U> {)ay for them ' 

(r) (0 What quantity was actually purchast'd each yt^ai at Da i fee ling 
and what quantity was suf)plied to the buyers' 

{ii) at what price were poUitoes i)urchased at Darjeeling and at what 
ratt^ wore they sup|)lied t/o buyers, itiid 

{iii) what were the items of extra charges over the maiket price of 
potato at Darjeeling and how much wa.s chai-ged per maiind 
under each head ? 

{(]) (7) What was the total cx|)enditurc iiicurre‘d eaeli yt‘ar foi the 
potato sup{)ly, and how were they met ^ 

{li) what amount was acivanced each year by the Agmuliiiral Depart 
ment foi* this purpose and from w hat grant . 

{lii) wdiat amouut was advamvd (nicIi year by the l)n i^ional (’ornmis- 
sioners and District Boards f(U- the cuitiAator^ oinl wht‘lhcr this 
w as realised and ridunded . 

(/r) what amount was advanced c'acli yeai' by the* ( (cc»peiative Banks 
and what cpiantity of potato<*s was ^uppln'd through (*ach Rank 
in each year . 

(n) wdiat amount was actually advanced, each year, dirc^ctl} by the 
gi'owers and how' muc h was thus obtained t rorn eac h distric‘t 
each year* and 

(r?) is then' anv s])ec'ial grant in the' budge-t of thc‘ Agricult ui’al Depart- 
ment for* suppiving secal [)otatoc‘s to c'ul1i\atoi>> ^ It so, what 
was the gr’ant for each year '' If theue* i^ rio such spcn ial grarit, 
from what grant was tlie (‘xpenditnre* tor' potato su|>p)> met ^ 

ie) What were the name's of the c*ont rac tors who sui)plied scM'd potatoes 
to (In' Agi'icultural Department each y(‘ar‘ and what wc'rc the conditions ot 
the c'ontrac'ts with them^ 


Answer by the flon'ble Mh. Ki.hr - 

“ The compilation of the figures aske<l for involvo very cotisuJerahle 
labour Govertiuient liave considered it siiflicierit to have ininriMalion com- 
piled only for the years 1916 aiid 1917 instead of for the 6 years tor which 
figures liave been asked. 

(a) (i) (ii) (Hi) No foreign sc'ed [lotaloes wf'ic punlia.-ed ur su|)pln*d 


(M (/) 

1917 


M.iiiiil- Smith. 

1 9:t :‘.;t 

H7 20 


(ii) 


1916 

1917 


/ Ki^lU ciimaH per numml uhovf inurk<*t 
fls. 7-S to Rrt. H j rat** whh puitJ oo the cjorclition tliat 

Ks. 7 to Kh 7-4 j the Department mif/ln nelecit the 

V potatoort. 


(n?) 


Cost ]>rioe 

Packing and cjooly chur^^eb 
Seed store charges 
Railway or steamer freight 


1916. 

Rh. 7-S to Rs. .'f 
6 to s anna." 
Ni’ 


1917 . 

Rs. 7 to Rrt. 
S annas 

Re. 1 


Aocordinj' to d«*stirjatioTj 


7-4 
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(r) ({) In 1916 .-1, 545 inaunds 25 wenrs and in 1917, 2,800 inaundH 39 seovs 
were purchased and supplied to buyers These figures do not include the 
potatoes brought by dealers and rejected on selection as unfit for seed. 

(ii) Potatoes were T)urchased in Darjeeling in 1916 at Rs. 7 to Rs. 9 per 
maund and in 1917 at Rs. 7 4 |>er maund. Rupee 1-8 per rnaund above the 
market rate was paid on the condition that the Department might select the 
potatoes. 

(iii) Rates to buyers — 

(V)Bt pricf 

Packing an<i conly cliar^eR 
SchmI Hi on* •‘har^'fs 
Hail way or Htoaiiier froi^ht 

(«0 (0 

A. P. 

I'.ilt) ... ... ... 3S,649 h 6 

l‘tJ7 ... ... ... 12 6 

The exi)en(litiiTe was Tiiet from departmental funds, from advances received 
from fuirc^hasers, and from j)ayment on sale. 

(ii) 

JtiH, a. 

liUG ... ... ... ... ]4.r>:u; 2 

P,I17 ... ... ... ... Nil 

In 191B the amount was advanced from the grant under thc^ head ‘ Other 
demonstrations and experiments.’ 

(?///) 

IIUG ... ... ... Nil by (UimniiRsionors. 'I'ln* iJistrict Hoard 

of i.M-Har;^^anaH aiPancotl Rs. o(H), of w liich 
ItB. 50 are outHtamlinf^. 

l‘U7 ... ... ... Nil b\ Pom iniHHioiiors. 'I'lio Dint noi Hoar<is 

of I )i oajpur aiol .lal])ai;^oiri oach atUancod 
Rs. 1,000. Of tlu'so a(i\ anoos, Rs. ^40 aro 
outstanding in Dinajpur and Rs. 4o0 m 
Jal])aiguri. Tin* Dislriot Hoard of 24- Har- 
ganas advanood Rb. 700, of wlnoli Rs. 41i> 
are outstanding. 

\iv) In mU) Ivs. h.720 vvtu’r advanco(i Hy ( ai-oporat i vi' liaiiks in Dacca 
Division. In 1917 Rs 1 were advanced by (\>o})erative Banks in 

Dacca and Rajshahi Divisions The quantities of potatoes su})])lied through 
individual Banks were as follows * — 



1910. 

Mds. 

8rs 

Ram n agar 

... 


0 

Kanaipur 

» • • • • • 

14 

0 

Jamalpur 

» b • • • • 

... 2;iG 

0 

Madaripur 

... 

75 

14 

Faridpur 

» • • * • • 

112 

14 


line. im. 

Rh. 7 to Rs. Rs. 7-4 

11 annas 7 to 14 annas 

Nil Re. 1 

According to destination. 


Madaripur 




1917. 


21 20 
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(v) 

1 ‘tlO. 


District. 

Rs. 

A. 

I* 

JcBSore 

75 

s 

0 

24-Pargaiia'. 

17^ 

0 

0 

Nadia ... 

M 

0 

0 

Mursliidahad 

db 

0 

0 

Huukura 


12 

0 

Birbhum 

14L 

12 

ti 

hnrdwau 

2S 

12 

0 

Hooghly 

117 

<s 

0 


- 1 nswirs. 

il>l 7. 

Di^irici. 

Dacca 

M yuioiiHinj^h 
Kandpur ... 
^4-l\irgaiia!- 
Klniliia 
Baiikura ... 
Hirbhuiii ... 
Midnupur 
Burdwaii ... 


K^. 

A. 

r. 

1,4 50 

0 

0 

i,doo 

0 

0 

2,120 

•> 

5 

SO 

0 

0 

l.» 

0 

0 

102 

4 

0 

los 

0 

0 

4 1 

12 

0 

20 

0 

0 

10 

o 

0 


"V I>->lal..rv. 'l l,,. . XlH lHlllUlV lUOt 

from the head Other demonstrations and experiments.' 

(e) No contractor was employed. Tenders were inviteci in 1BH> am] one 
was accepted. The tenderei demanded an advance whieJi wius refused and he 
declined to supply. The difheulty in working with a contractor is due to the 
fact that Darjeeling potatoes are {)eeuliarlv liable to rot, ancl rigid selection 
is necessary.” 


By tlie Ilon'ble Rai Mahfadha (tiANouA Mitha Baiiadok : 

^-2. 

Will the Government be j)leased to lay on the table thi' following in for 
mation in connection witfi the distribution of selecdcHl Kukyn lUnnlmi jute 
seed and selected Indrasail paddy scM‘d in 1B17 and in separaleh ' 

(a) Regarding the supply of jute seed : — 

(i) what quantity oi jutc* was dist ribute‘d (*aeh ycN'U', how muc*h w^as 
grown on th(‘ Government farms and how niucli was proeurecJ 
from outside; 

(v/) w’hat was the* cost of jiuiehasing jute sec‘d . 

how many c'loth bags v^er(* inquired loi’ tlu* d isi ritaition ol |uU? 
seed; and v\hat was tlie .>ize of each bag, and what was the cost 
ol’ purchasing or pi'(‘j»ai‘ing tlicun , 

(ir) wdiat was the total amount spent for packing and de.s|)alc‘hing 
the jute seed bags and how much was paid as lailvcay irnighl 
and 

(r) Jiow' many bags were distr ibuted in each disir jct ^ 

(/>) Regaicliiig the su])[dy of I nd rdsail paddy — 

(/) w'liat (]uantily ol* Indrasul |»a<l<l\' was disi n Iml in I ‘.M 7 and also 

in 1918; 

{ii) what was the cost of jiurehasing thc‘ paddy seed ; 

(ill) ho^’ many gunny bags were required for distributing the* paddy 
seed and what was the size of the hag and how much was fiaid 
for each of them ; 

{iv) what was the cost of fracking and despatehing the [raddy hags 
^ and how much was jraid as railway freight; and 

{v) how many paddy bags were sup[)lied in each district ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ a (i) 


Sup 

hCUC 

Ind 
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The whole quantity was specially grown for the department in Bihar and 
Assam. 

(//) 

R». A. P. 

r.U7 ... ... ... ... 11 

r.MH ... ... ... ... y,574 0 r> 


These figures include railway freight from Biliar and .\ssarii atiH in 
1918 the cost of disinfecting the seed. 

(m) In 1917, 31,848 bags 6 inches by 5 inches to hoid 2 chittaks of seed 
each w’cre used : 4.000 bags to hold 2 seers each were used for the trans}>ort 
of the small bags. In 1918. 277,120 hags 5 iiu^hes by 4 inches to hold 2 chittaks 
of seed each were used : in 1918 the larger bags used for transport in the 
previous year were dispotised with The cost of the bag^ was — 


11)17 I 

V 12-chiUak 

lyiS 2-chittak 

(n!) 


r.il7 

I91H 

( ?); 


Olhtnct 1D17 P.UH 

l)jiC(v,i ... ... ... ... 10,000 48,000 

M ... . . ... ir),r)i?8 48,000 

Fiiridpur ... ... ... ... iilM) !2 1,000 

UsiriHul ... ... ... ... ... 12,800 

Coiniihi ... ... ... ... ... 22,810 

Noakhali ... ... ... ... ... .*>,080 

RiijHliahi ... ... ... ... ... 6,400 

Ran^pur ... ... ... ... ... r)i),200 

Dinajpur ... ... ... ... ... 6,400 

Julpai^un ... ... ... ... ... 6,400 

Miilda ... ... ... ... ... 6,400 

Pabna ... ... ... ... ... 8,000 

Hogra ... ... ... ... ... 27), 600 


:n,84s 277,120 




bagH 

bagH 


Rh. a. 
],000 8 
r>(K) 0 
4, .4.40 0 


l*a(;kin;; unci 
(IcHputcliing. 

Rs. A. P. Rs. 

216 7 (» .78 


2,.4i; 


1 


F r eight 


A 

14 


88S 


1 ’. 

6 


:» 6 


/> {i ' 


1917 





Maunds. 

1,824 

Seers. 

5 

1918 



... 


4,981 

• 0 

1917 





Rfl. 

2,000 

A. P 

0 0 

1918 

... 

... 

... 


2,225 

12 0 


Most of the seed was grown at the Government farms. 

(in) In 1917, 14,353 bags costing one anna six pies each were used and 
in 1918, 39,848 bags costing two annas nine pies each were used. The bags 
held five seers of paddy each and measured about I foot 8 inches by 1 foot. 
For transporting these small bags, 2,000 large bags at four annas six pies each 
and 4,367 large bags at four annas each were used in 1917 and 1918, 
respectively. 
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(iv) ApH^rt from the cost of bags the folloAving expenditure was inruri t'd — 




Packing and 
cleapatoiiiiig 


Freight 



Rs. e 


Rs. A. 

1917 

... 

917 12 0 


240 9 

191S 

... 

... V)27 7 6 


2,237 2 


District. 


ItUT. 

liUr. 

Dacca 



i>,72f> 


Mymeiisingh 



7..M2 

:),soo 

Faritlpur 



7d 

360 

Harisal 



40 

3.ri(Mi 

(Riittagong 




4,404 

Noakhali ... 



... 

2,063 

Fomilla 




3,029 

Hajshahi 




2,S4S 

Rangpiir 




4.400 

Dinajpur ... 




640 

Jalpaiguri 



... 

MOO 

Malda 




640 

Fabna 




4(KI 

Hogi*n 




4.960 





39,H4K 


B\ the Hoii'liJe Raj Mahkndra Chandra Mitra BAHADim : — 

♦ 3. 

Wil] the Government be f)]eased to state the decision of the special com 
mittee ap] jointed in April, 1904, under Bengal (ioverninent Resolution 
No 230 T- M. to examine the working of the sejitic tank instiillations in 
Be‘n<:%al in respc'ct of the following matters: — 

h/) whether the re|)ort submitted by the committee was complete and 
final ? If not, the reasons for the submission of a provisional 
report ; and 

(h) the conclusions of tlie committee regarding— 

(/) the ba(*terial analysis, 

(«7) the survival of fiathogenic hact<‘ria, and 

(Hi) the extent of fjollution caused bv eflluents (from septic tank 
latrines) discharged into the fthagirathi in the distiicls of 
Hooghly, Howrah and 24-Jhirganas which have not been 
hacteriologically puiified by uf) to date scientific metlKKls i" 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr 0’Mai.lj:v : - 

" A conyt ol the report of thr Sp(‘cial ('ommiltcte appointc^d in IIM)! js laid 
on the table. The Hon’ble Member's attennon is invited to fjaragjaphs 4, 
8 — 11 and 14 of the report ” 


By the Hon’Vjle Raj Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadi r 

♦ 4. 

Will the Government be pleased to state the ( xtent of pollution by effluents i 
(from septic tank latrines) which are now discharged into the rivers in the ^ 
district of Dacca? i 

t Not printed in the«e Pnfveedinfrn. 



Purchane of the 
Police HoHpital 
In Aniliernt 
Street by the 
Marwari 
oommunit} . 


CaMCH of 

pockut-picking 

in certain 

•ectiams of tlie 

Calcutta 

Trarawayw 

Company 
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Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Mai, ley : — 

“ Government have no information as to the pollution of rivers in the 
Dacca district by the effluents of septic tank installations, but they are advised 
that pollution from this source, if any. must be of very small extent and that 
there is extensive faecal pollution from other sources.” 


By the ilon’hle Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur — 

* 5. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the ()ffer of the 
Marwari community has })een Me('ej)ted bj’ Governn)ent regarding the pur- 
chase of the I’olice Hospital, Amherst Street. Calcutta? 

(h) If not, are ih<' Government considering the desirability of causing 
an inquiry to he ludd by tlu' Surgeon-General to the Government of Bengal 
and the Sanitary Commissioner. Bengal, regarding the sanitary condition 
ut tlie hi'ildings in Amherst St rec'l and the Dnllunda House, with a view to 
reconsider the matter for the location of the Police Hosyiital, Calcutta? 


Answer hy the Hon’lile Mr. Kerr; — 

” (ft) The offer has been acceyited. 

(b) The question does not arise. Tlie Amherst Street liospital has heen 
condemned by the Surgeon-General as entirely unsuitable for the jiurposes 
()l a police hospital. The Dullunda buildings will only be used temporarily, 
|. ending the erection of a new hosjiital on a site at Bhowanijuir, which has 
already heen acquired.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

* 6 . 

(a) Are the (Jovernment aware that a large number of cast's of fKX'ket- 
picking takes place in the Kalighat, Chitpore and Harrison Road sections of 
the Calcutta Tramways Company? 

(b) Are the (iovernment aware that a large number of carriages of tram- 
cars have only' one exit and no entrance? 

(c) Is it a fact that female jiassengers who travel by the Kalighat section 
are caused much incanvenience owdng to the overcrowding of passengers near 
the exit of such cars? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of causing an 
inquiry to be made by the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, into the matter 
with a view to introducing the Bombay system in regard to the exit from, and 
entrance into, the cars, as soon as yiossible? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

” {a) Cases occur in all sections- and are not confined to the sections 
named. They are most numerous at the tramway termini. 

(6) It is a fact that a large number of tramcars have only one exit, which 
is also used as an entrance. 
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(c) \es. All passengers snfter some in<?<)inenienee wlien tlie ears are 
ov^ercrowded. 

{d') Tlie C ominissioner ol Polite will l»e asked to eomiiuinieate with the 
Tramways Company on the subject, but it would be imposMble for them to 
alter the construction of their car< ot to secure new cars at luescnt ow int* 
to the war.” 


Bv the flon'blc Babu Kishori Mohan Chai dhiiri . 


* 7 


Is it a fact that passengers, especially by steamers, at Coaluudo are 
put to great hardsliip for w ant of /i suitable rest -hou.se there ^ 

{V) Tf so do the (io\ernment contemplate taking steps for the ert'ction of 
a suitable rest-house for such accommodation? 


Iwt’Ht ilOtlHC for 
}>iiNKen^r» at 
( ItiliillDilo. 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. CV)Wi,fy : — 

(a) No representations ha\e been iiiade to ( iovi'rnnient or' to tin* l’wasU‘rn 
Berin^al Railway or tr) the Inland Steamer Companies that [)assenLrt'rs an* 
put to ureat hardshif) for want of a .suitable r(‘st hons<‘ at (ioalundci 

(/>) Inasmuch as the railway terminus at (loalundo and the* steanicM’ phat 
are not at any fixed site hut may be at any point on tlu‘ river [)ank within a 
stret(*h of 10 to 15 miles of the idver, u isObvious that tlu^ const nu t ion of a 
rest-house, at any one jiarticular site, would hv of little or no use (Jo\eni 
rnent do not intend to take any action in the matter." 


Rv the TIond»l<‘ Babt^ Ktshohi Mohan CuAiMUirui - 

# s. 

(rf) Will the ( io\ ernnumt b<‘ pleased to state if’ th(*re is a.ny possibility of Huiiwa> 
a railway connection at an early date between Nator .elation on the Kastern 
Benpal Railway and Ram|)ur-Boalia, th(‘ headquartc*rs station of th(‘ lia j 
shahi distric’t, foi’ w liich re])eated re[)r(‘s<»ntaf if^n'^ fu’ni* bemi nuKli* to 
t ioye rumen t ^ 

(b) Tf 7iot, are the (iro\ernment eon.-idm-inp the desir.ahility of san(‘ti(aj 
inp the construction of a tramway liiu by the Ra jshahi District Board either 
direct or under a fruaiantee system tor the immediate* relief of the iieorile of 
Raishahi^ 


Answer by tlu* Ilon’ble Mr. f Viw ra v — 

(a) When proposals for railway dtwelopimmt north of tfie (ianpes 
w^ere last under consideration hy the Secretary of State, tluw included a rail 
way connection between Nator on tlu* EasU‘rn Benpal Railway main line and 
Rampur-Boalia. As regarfis this particular connection, the* Scm r(*t<iry of 
State decided that further ewamination in detail was r(*f|uir(‘d \ r(M‘on 
naissance survey for a line of railway on a 2 iV gauge from Tta rn pur Boa lia 
to Nischindpur tia Nator has since bc*en sanctioned, to he carried out bv the 
agency- of the Eastern Bengal Railway. I • nt the* (Government of Tiengal are 
not aware of the result of that reeonnaissanec* In the* cirenmsta rices, there 
(uies not appear to he any likelihood of the construction in the immediate, 
future of a railway betw-een Nator and Rampur Boalia 

(h) No.” 
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Questions and Ansioers. 


[3bd September, 


Union 

CommittcoH in 
the MyinenBingii 
and Bakarganj 
Diat riots. 


t CaBeB iubtituted 
against ont* 
Jaharuddiu of 
Biirirchar in 
Bakarganj. 


The Nawah of 
Dacca's testate 
steam launch at 
Barisal. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

{Answers to which imre laid on the table.) 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhitri : — 

I. 

(a) How many Union Committees, if any, are there in the districts of 
Mymensingh and Bakarganj ? 

{b) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why there has 
not been any progress made in this matter in these two districts of the Dacca 
Division ? 


Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

{a) and {h) No Union Committees have been established in the districts 
of Mymensingh and Bakarganj, chiefly because the District Officers have been 
so overburdened with work that they have not had time to organize them. " 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

II. 

Will the Government be pleased to state the exact number of civil and 
criminal cases instituted every year by the Nawab of Dacca’s estate against 
one Jaharuddin, tenant of Burirchar in Amtali thana in Bakarganj 
district, since Mr. Meyer’s incumbency as Agent at Barisal and the exact 
amount spent yearly and the cost decreed against and realised from Jahar- 
uddin in such suits ? 


Answer by the Hon ’hie Mr. Kerr : — 

“ Litigation with Jaharuddin ’s father commenced in 1894 or more than 
ten years l)efore Mr. Meyer took charge. Jaharuddin or his sons were con- 
victed and sentenced to terms of imprisonment in four criminal cases before 
Mr. Meyer’s incumbency. Since then Jaharuddin has been convicted and 
sentenced to terms of imprisonment in five criminal cases. These criminal 
prosecutions were instituted in consequence of Jaharuddin and his 
relatives obstructing tlic authorities or committing other criminal acts in 
open defiance (tf legal orders of courts. Jaharuddin is said to be undergoing 
at present a term of three years’ imfirisonment in a ca.se not directly con- 
nected with the estate. Many civil suits were filed against Jaharuddin by 
the estate, but the particulars asked for cannot be furnished as the accounts 
of the Ailah cutcherry for 12 years have been deposited in the Court of the 
Subordinate Judge, Dacca; nor, in the opinion of Government, will it serve 
any public purpose to furnish more details of Jaharuddin’s career of lawless- 
ness and defiance of authority. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri : — 

III. 

Is it a fact that a steam-launch is maintained at Barisal ghat for the 
estate purpose ? How' much does it cost annually ? For how many days from 
1907 to the 31st March, 1918, was she out from the Barisal Ghat for the 
estate purposes? 
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1918.} Questionn and Anhtoent. 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ Full information has not yet been received. The answer to the ques 
tion will be given at the next meeting.” ^ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojenijra Kishor R-vy CuArnuT ui ; 

IV. 

(a) When was the first year survey class re-opened in c<mnection with n.. iw« 

the Dacca bchool ot ^engineering, and how many students have l)een on its <'f 

roll since then ? * Kii((iit«iTinK> 

(b) What is the present number of students on the rolls of the different 
classes at the Mainamati Land Survey School ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the passed students of the' first year survey class at 
Dacca have to .ioin the Mainamati schtK)l for further study ( If so, do the 
Government consider this arrangement suitable for the Dacca students? 

(d) Have the Government ascertained how far it is f>o,ssible for survey 
students at Dacca to prosecute their further .studies thus at Mainamati at a 
comparatively heavy cost? 

(e) What percentage of the first year students at Dacca have ioined or 
are likely to join the Mainamati school for further studies^ 

(/) (i) Are the Government considering (he desirability of ojx'ning the 
second year survey clas.s at Dacca from the next si'ssion ? 

(./ What n(*i additional cost would this entail ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mali.ky : — 


“ (a) The class was re-opened in Julv 11»17. There were 24 students 
on the rolls in July 1918. 

(h) The number in the first year class is 17 and in the second year class 5) 

(c) On the completion ol the coiirsi' at Dacivi, .stndent.s arc eligible for 
adinission to the second year cla.ss of the Surv<*y ScIkkiI at Mainamati, pro 
'ided they satisfy a test as to their ipialificat ions in Knglish This arrani'e 
ment is considered suitable. 


{d) No difficulty is apprehended, and the cost of stiidyiim at Mainamati 
is not heavy. 


.11 The information is not availabk* as the final examination at 
Will not be held till September, 1918. 

(/) (f) No. 


J )UCC!I 


This cannot be calculated with any d^ree of accuracy as it 
voulcl depend on many contingencies.” 


B.v the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Ktshor Ray ('HAuimuRi ; — 
V. 


ih ci* reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. XXXVJ of 

e 4th September, 1917, will the Government In* fiJeased to state in how 
instances during the last tw’elve months, sheds and waiting-rixjms at 
e steamer stations in Eastern Bengal and screened accommodation for 3rd 
^s female passengers and latrine arrangements for inter-class female 
P ssengers on boara steam-vessels have been firovided ? 


AcooriifiKPiatiort 

for 

paHNett^om on 
KtuttlllPrH, 
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[3ri> September, 


Paiiitary 

InspfotorHliips. 


Answer by the Hon hie Mb. C'owlkv 

‘ Owing to the scarc ity of materials and the abnormal rise in prices, the 
inland Steamer ('Ompanies have not been able to take up any ) programme for 
the construction of sheds or waiting r(K)ms at steaincp stations in Eastern 
i^engal. Scrcnmed accommodation foi* 3rd class female f)assengers has been 
j.rnvided for the 10 steamers employee! on the Ivliulna-Narayaiiganj MaTi 
Service and the Khulna Ex})r(‘ss Servic*e, and it is lK)ped tliat further progress 
in tfiis direction will be made shortly^ 

The Com|)anies rej>ort to Government tiiat they do not (‘onsider it feas- 
ible to arrange latrine accommodation for females in the sy)ace allottc'd to 
Inter-class passengers. The present latrine ac‘Commodation is, however, 
clean and sanitary As stilted in atiswei- to the Hon'ble Member's question 
No. XXX \1 on the 4tfi Septeihber, 1017, latrines for inter-class female 
[lassengers have bc^cm provided in the designs for new steamers." 


P.y the llon'ble Bmu Bho.ikni)BA Kisuoh Ray Ghaudht^ri ; — 

VI. 

(fi) Is it true that in some instances Sanitary lnsper‘tors could not he 
ap}iointed for want of qualified c^iindidates ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Sanitaiw Inspectors iire recu'uited from Overseer 
classes ? If so, for wluit reason ? 

(r) What are the re(]uisite cjualihciit ons /or Sanitary Inspectorships? 
What s})ix‘ial training do the Siuntary Inspectors !“e('ei\e^ 


Answer by the llon'ble* Mr. O^Maclfy : — 

‘ {a) Yes. The reason is the paucity ouf caI)didate^ \\l}o passed the 
sanitary emgineering portion of the ccxiimiimtion after the session of 191fi 
It was accordingly decided that only jaissed sub-ovc»rseers would he admitted 
to the class as men without their training a})f)eared to lie unable to rea-ch the 
standard required. 

{b) The llon'ble Member is referred to the rcqily to c lause {(i). 

(r) A copy of notification No. 104 T., dated 16th October, 1915, is laid on 
the table.'’ 


Notijicaiion referred to in the atiswer by the Jhn ble Mu. O’Maluey to question 
No. 1/ {^anstarred) ashed by the Ilondde Babc Bka.ikndka Kisuok Ka^ 
thiAiiDUUKi at the Council Aleetiny of the 3rd Sej^tember, I9l8. 


NOTIFICATION. 

No. J04J\ — San . — The 16th October 1916, — Jn exercise of the powder 

conferrc'd by section 349- F. of the Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act, *1884 (Bengal Act HI ()f 1884), as 
amended b,v Bengal Act II of 1914, the Governor in Council is pleased to 
make the following rules prc^scribing for thc^ Municipalities outside Calcutta, 
in whic h Part XIB of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884, as so amended, is in 
force : — 


[o) the qualifications of candidates for employment as Health Officers 
and Sanitary Inspectors, and 
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(A) thf division of Hoalth Officers and Sanitary Inspectors into class, > 
or grades acc,>rditig to tln‘ir (iiialitica lions. 

Health Officers. 

1. For the purposes of llu-se rules, Healtli Offie.n-s are divided inio 
I WO claHsns, first and stn ond. 


2. A candidal o for tlit> post of a llt'allli Ollirti- ot tin* tirsl class iniisi 
have a registrahh* niedioal (]iialification ami also a Ihiiisl) diploma in rxihlu- 
health. 

8. (7) A candidat(‘ for the post of a Hoalth ( )tHcer of i lu s(H*(»ml class 

must hav(* a rogistrahh‘ im‘di(^al (pialih(‘ation, and iinh^ss he holds a di])loma 
in public health, ln‘ will also \h^ i iMpiin^l, before lu‘inic act ually tunploy(‘d as 
such Hoalth Officer, 

(a) lo umler^ro a t rain i n^? of si x moni hs during wliich he must — 

('/) attend twiuil y h'ctures and six dtunonst rat ions on Hy^iime 
to b(* d(^liV(‘red by tin* Sanitary Uomniissiom*r, Ihuiixal. 

(«V) show a miniinuiri ol‘ thirty satisliu*! oiy attiuidamais with 
a Municipal Health ()ffi(*(M\ to be noininati^d by tin* 
Sanitary ( h)minissiom‘r lor tin* pur])os<*. ami 

[til) on obtaining a c*ertificate of such attemlama's attemd. in 
addition, spinhal eoiirs(‘s in — 

(n) Vaccination, 

(/>) Vital Statistics, 

(r) Sanitary L«aw. ami 
{(I) Anti-malarial work, 

to bo conduct (ul by a Sanitary ()Hicer ol’ Oove,rnnn‘nt . 
and 

(/>) to produce a (ten*! ihcat c of such training from tln^ Sanitary ( nine 
inissiontn*. Hen^al. 

(^) Tin* fee for fit tfunlim^ the courses ment ioned in ruh^ 8. sub-ruh* ( / i. 

clauses (//V), vvill lis. oO unless tin* cainlidaK* is stmt, on d(^f>u l,at ion for 

training by a M unim) lality. 

1. Tln^ salary of a Ht^alth Oilimu' of tln^ ftrst class is fixed at Rh. 800 
f)or menscun rising to Rs. oOO per mensf^m by an annual ino.r(*mcnt of Rs. 20. 
but in t^xceptional eases hitjlnu' ratios of pay may be allowed. 

o. ^rii(* salary ol a Health ( )ffi(*er of t.ln* second class is fixed at 

Rs. 150 per iiienHein rising to Rs. 800 per nicnH(‘m by an c'lnnual inerenient <►! 

Rs. 10. 

Sa It iia rij / nsjx' c f o r s . 

I For the purposes of those rules. Sanitary InsjK^etors are divided into 
two graders, higher and lower. 

2. Sanitary Inspectors of the higher gr.adc* will be selef^te-d irom 
candidates who have ofitained tin* certifi(^ate of tin* Rfiyal San it. ary Institute, 
after having gone through special courses ol training in Frii'land or in India 
required for that purpose, or thc}^ may he. apfioiiited by promotion from 1 fie 
lower grade. 
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3. Every candidate for the post of a Sanitary Inspector of the lower 
grade when making his application must produce— 

(a) evidence of good character ; 

(i) a certificate of physical fitness from a registered medical practi- 
tioner ; 

(c) a certificate signed by the Sanitary Commissioner showing that — 


(i‘) he has attended a course of lectures and practical training 
in Hygiene and Sanitary Engineering in the subjects 
mtmtioned in rule 4, under the direct supervision of 
the Sanitary Commissioner and the Sanitary Engineer, 
Bengal, extending over a i)erio<.l of at least eight months, 
and 


(?V) he lias duly passed an examination in such subjects. 

4. (7) The course of lectures and training referred to above shall cover 

the following subjects : — 

1. Hygiene — 

(r‘) a course of hygitme ; 

(rV) a short course, with demonstrations, on the manufacture and 
preservation of calf vaccine. 

(m) a course of 10 lectures and demonstrations on tin' common 
skin diseast^s and infectious disease's of animals ; 

(-/?;) a short course, with demonstrations, on the tlieoiy and 
practice of disinfection. 


II. Minor Sanitary Engineering — 

{i) drawing office and simple surveying ; 

(m) latrines, trenching-groundi^, etc. ; 

{iii) elenu'iitary princi|>les of building construction , 

{iv) elementary principles of water-supply ; 

(y) elementary principles of drainage ; 

{vi) practical demonstration of Sanitary Engineering works in 
Calcutta and neighbouring municipalities. 


{2) The inclusive fee for the complete course and the final certificate 
examination shall be Bs. 30. 


,0. The salary of a Sanitary Inspector of the higher grade is fixed at 
Ks 100 per mensem rising to Rs. 150 per mensem by an annual increment 
of Rs 5 ■ and the salary of a Sanitary Inspector of the lower grade is faxed 
at Rs. 50 ’per mensem rising to Rs. 100 per mensem by an annual increment 
of Rs. 5. 


K. C. De, 

(Jffg. Secy, to the Govt, of Benqal. 
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1918.J Questtona and Anawera. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 
VII. 


In view of tlif* reply of Gov.nnmeni toeiauses^/) au.l (o', mv starred 
question No. 1 ot the 14th March, 1918, will the (ioverninent pleased to 
state — 


Or«int«*io<iu 
tc i»ohool<«. 


(i) the names of those schools applications from wliicli for irrants-in- 
aid were rejected during 1917-18; 

(rV) the period of their existence liefon* apj)licat ions for grants in-aid 
w'ere submitted ; 


(in) whether, notwithstanding the Covernnient reply that the grants- 
in-aid allotment at the disposal of the Inspectress of ScIkk)1s 
had lx*en hyjmthecatetl for existing soIkkiIs, new grants in aid 
were made during 1917-18, and if s<i, what were the special 
reasons therefor ; and 

(?r) the exact amount oi travelling allowance di-awn hv the Assist^uit 
Inspectress oi Schools for Zi tuina work and for Muhammadan 
€Miucation, as shown in the trii veiling bills, for visiting other 
than Muhammadan girls' school and zenami work during the 
official year 1917-18? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley : — 

(i) and (/?) The following statement gives the information asked for : — 



Name of Hohool. 

Wlipti MtarttMl. 

Who II apphi'ation foi 
^.rraiil III aid wiih 

1. 

Giridharipur Girin* School 

... J unt* 1 lU 7 

flTHl rot’oi V oil. 

I><*coiuher IIG?. 

2. 

Cbariak Girls’ School 

... February I’UT 

May liUT. 

;l 

liariaha Girls* School 

March llUt* 

Juno lia7. 

4. 

Karuli-Katipara (iirls’ School 

... lS4o 

May 1217. 

5. 

Tamliik Mission (xirls’ School 

... JIHK*, 

June 1217. 

Nos. 4 and 5 are not of recent 

origin, as was previously stated under a 


{hi) A suj)j)lementary grant was sanctioned during the latter part of the 
year 1917-18, out of which new grants were given U) some of tin* most 
deserving schcxds 

(iv) A sum of Rs. 40-14 only was drawn by the Assistant Insj»ectre\ss of 
Schools for zenana work and Muhamma<lan education for visiting schcxds 
other than Muhammadan schools and zenana work during the official vear 

101*710 ^ ' 


By the Hon’blc llAin: Bhauendra Chandra Rav : — 

VIII. 


(a) Are the Government aware of certain irregularities and acts of 
Official interference which are stated to have attended the last genera] election 
or the Kalna Local Board in tlie district of Biirdwan ? If .so, will the Gov- 
ernment be pleased to make a statement with regard to the matter ^ 


Klrtf^tiori ID ih 

K»iu« Looftl 
Board. 
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f^ueKtions and Ansicers. 


[3rd Septkmber. 


{b) Js it a fact that Balai Aslintosh Deb, Circle Officer of Kalna, prepared 
the voteis’ list and that u[)on ap{)lica,ti()ns being made to the Collector for 
correction of the list, they were sent to the said ('ircle Officer for disposal and 
most of them were rejected by him ? 

(r) What was the total number of ap})lications so made and how many o1 
them were re jected ? 

{d) Is U a fact that the Kalna Tvocal Board was under a non-olheial 
Chairman for some time? 

{e) Are the Governmetit aware of an allegation that undue inHuence 
was used for the |)urpose of getting the Subdivisional Officer elected as 
Chairman of the Ixteal Boatd’ 

. (f) Are the Government aware that a memoidal has been addressed to 

the Commissionei of the Burdwan Division making certain allegations in 
regard to this matter? Ha-> any inquiry been made into them ^ If so, with 
what results^ 


Answer bv the flon’ble Mh. O MAI.I.F,^ ; — 

“ {n) In a petition sigma! by four gentlemen, of wluan thret* were unsuc- 
cessful candidates at the last general election of the Kalna Local Bf)ard, it 
was allegt'd that the Circle Officer had manipulated the' pret)a ration of th«‘ 
register of voters and e\ercisp<l his official influence to s(‘cure the election ol 
his own nominees. 

(/d Balm Ashutosh Deb, Circle Officer oj Kalna. pre})ared the \otei>.' 
list A])pl ications for cr'rrection of the reg'istiu’ were semt to the Subdivi- 
sional Officer, of which some were enquired into by him and some by the Circle 
Officer It is not a fact that the Circle Oflicm rejected most of the appli 
cations 

(rl The total numbei' of aiiplications received was 9, of which 1 were 
re.iected 

(d) Yes 

(0 Yes. 

(/) An inquiry has been made l»y die Commissioner and the allegat i(^n.'^ 
have been found to !«' groundless ’ 


Bv the llon'ble B\iu Bu.\ukm)Ka CiiaiNUHV Hvy 


IX 


>poi)in^ t>f 
ernaLultir 
Q certain 
ledictil Schools. 


{(!) Rave there been auv jiroposals for opening vernacular classes in con- 
nection with the ('ampbell Medical School or the Dacca Medical School '' 

{}>) If so. what (irogress has been made in this direction? 


Answer by the Rou ble Mh Kekr ; 

“ (a) and {h) The specific ease of these two schmils has not been the sub- 
ject of any particular proposal. In 1916-1917 there was a general discussion 
of the question of vertiacular education, arising out of a resolution moved in 
the Imperial Legislative Council bv Dr M. N Banerjee. The local Govern 
ment was consulted bv the Government of India, and a reply was submitted 
on the 2nd dune 191'7 It is not known what further action is contemplated 
bv the Government of India in the matter.” 



Questions and .Insj/vrs. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

X. 

(a) Is it a fact that in the Budgets of the District Boards the unspent 
balances are not usually shown as separate items under the various heads ? 

(b) Are these and other details regarding the framing of the Budget 
governed by rules made by Government or by any discretion vested in the 
various Boards ? 


(c) If it is a fact that there is no uniformity of [u-actice in the matter 
of these details, among the different District Boards, arc the Governnient 
considering the desirability of taking ste})s to ensure such uniformity ’ 


Answer by the Hon ble Mr. O M^alley ; 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) They are governed by rules made by Government under .section 13S, 
clause (i). of the l.xx:al Self-Government Act. 

(c) The practice is uniform.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray ; — 

XI. 

With reference to the orders of the Covernment of India regulating the 
purchase of Government stores in India and in ICngland, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state how far they have been anumded sin(!e the outbreak 
of the war, and with what practical result so far as Bengal is concerned ? 


•\nswer by the Hon ble Mr. Kerr : 

■■ The rules * regulating sucli purchases l)efore tlie wai- and c^rtjiin 
amendments since made are laid on the Library table. impossible to 

summarise the result of these orders, but, speaking generally, the action ol 
the Indian Munitions Board has been greatly to diminish indents on the 
Cnited Kingdom for articles which can be procured in India ol suitalde 
quality and quantity.” 


Bv the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendh.a I handra Ray : 

XII. 

(o) Is it a fact that the services of the Gov<-rninerit Insficctors ot 
Schools are utilised by the University of Calcutta for inspecting the Iligli 
Schools for purposes of recognition by the L niversity ? 

(b) If so, has the Director of Public Instruction any function •<* dis- 
charge in connection with such inspections made by Insjiectors on >e i.i o 
the University ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(&) The Director of Public Instruction forwards c-onies of the irispectio- 
reports to the University with such remarks as he thinks necessary. 

Not printed in these ProceedioK»- 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 


[3rd September, 


Xlll. 


luotructioriB by 
the Director of 
Public 

luHtruction aH to 
iUBfXiCtlOU of 

High Scliools. 


(a) Is it a fact that instructions have been issued by the Director of 
Public Instruction for the guidance of Inspectors of Schools in regard to 
such inspections ? If so, will the Government be pleased to lay them on the 
tabic ? 


(b) Was the University consulted before these instructions were issued? 
1 f not, under what authority were they issued ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) Yes. A copy of Director of Public instruction’s letter 
No. 2253-2259 G., dated 25th April, 1918, is laid on the table. 

No. They were issued by the Director of Public Instruction as it 
was found necessary to insist that the reports of Inspectors should contain 
all the information required by the University regulations and also to secure 
some uniformity of standards.” 


No. 2253-2259G., daUul Calcutta, tlie 25th April, 1918. 

From — The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

P reai<leDev Di via ion 

hurdWMU Divirtiou. 

To-'l'he of Schools ' 

('hittuKoiig DivIhiuii. 

Prowidency »nd Burdwan Divisluii. 

Dacctt Circle 

I AM to adclresB you on the subject of the points to lie noticed in 

inspection notes on High Knglish Schools for the purposi^s of r(*cognition L>y 
th(3 UniviMsity of (Calcutta, 

It apptnirs tliat in many inspection reports sinm^ of the important 
])oints are not at all touched upon or not dealt with properly. Jt will 
facilitate matters if tin' reports are drawn up strictly in accordanec with the 
lieads of information indicateil in the Univi^rsity Ih'gulations. It is also 
desirabh* that the inspecting ofHe(*rs should dt'vote spt'cial attention to the 
points noted l>elow, several of which arc frequently ovi'rlookiHl altogether : — 


(1) Tlie managing committee should consist of not more than 10 mem- 
liors, Ih' ret)n*sentativ(' of various communities, meet regularly, have a set of 
rules approved l)y tlie Divisional Inspector of Schools for guidance and have 
control ovtM- the school property, /.c., the property of the school must be 
vested in the committf'e by a deed of gift. 

(2) — The number of teachers should be Buffieient to allow each 
teacln'r otu' fn^e periiKi per day while the Headmaster should not teach for 
more than 20, preferably 18, periouls per week. 

There should be arrangements for translation from Sanskrit and Persian 
or Arabic into English. 

The list of stafif should invariably show the length of service (a) as a 
teacher and (d) in the school. 
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l» 18 .] 

For a school comprising claSHOs III to XX (with no oxtra socfion) the 
following should he the iniiuinuin scale of staff; — 

R.-<. 

(a) Headmaster, l^.A. (Honours) ... 

(ft) Assistant Headmaster, B.A. ... G;*) ~ d SO 


(6*) Aasistant Master, F.A. 


• ... 

45 

((i) Ditto 

... 

• ... 

40 

(tf) Ditto 

... 

• ... 

.15 

(/) Ditto 

... 

... 

30 


(^) Assistant Master, F.A. or Matriculate with at hast 

b years’ experience ... ... ... 

(/>) Assistant Master, Matriculatt*, with at least b yean>^’ 

experience ... ... ... 

(t) Head Pandit, Hanskrit Title ... ... ... 2b 

2nd Pandit, Normal Final passed ... ... 20 

{k) Maulvi, Final Madrassu passed ... ... 25 

405—445 

Note^ 

(/) One of the B.A.’s must have tuktui Honours in Eiif^lish. 

(u) One of ilie English teachers should he a I^.Se, or l.Sc. 

(r/t) Wherever possible and necessary one of the F.A.’s should he a Muhammadan 
capable of taking translation from Arabic or Persian into English. 

(//') In no High English School should there be more than 2 matriculates on the 
stab . 

(r) On no consideration should tlu* pay of ii teacher in the High English School 
fall below' Rs. 20 ])er month. 

(3) Huildings must iiavt^ jiucca plinth. In* well lighted and v(‘ntilat(‘(l. 
riie HurroundingR must ho unobji^otionahlo and lUjuipiiKnit aiio<juat(‘. 

Xatf * — 

Lighting and ventilations should proceed from the longer Hnb‘ of the room, if possible ; 
boys should on no account sit facing the light. 

(4) Furniture, — L)esks niusl bo provided in all clasH(‘s at 1 foot 8 inohe^s 
per boy. 

(5) Acconiinodation shoiihl bo provid(Ml at tJio mlniniinn rate of 10 sq. ft. 
})or boy in t^vory class room. Tho art^a in s(]. ft. and tin* ninnb(*r of boys 
aocajiiiiiKxlated in oaedi class room should invariably lx* shown. 

(6) Sanitarij a rranjetneiits. — d’ho standard to h<* ainnxi at Hliould Ik* : — 



Per 100 boy.^. 

Stair. 

(i) LatriucH 

1 

1 

(*/) Urinals 

2 

1 


(7) Thori^ should bf^ a regular monthly allotriumt of Ks. o for library. 
Up to 250 hoys the scale should he Rs. 5 jior inontli with I\(*. 1 c'Xtra lor oa(di 
50 boys. 

(8) Games should be properly (jrganised and drill taught in all olasHOs 
according to the curriculum. 

(9) The residences of boys living with unrelated guardians should b(^ 
regularly supervised at least onei^ a quart(*r by membeis (4 tin; stair and 
reports submittcxi to the Headmaster. 

Hostels and messes should provid<^ accommodation at tin* mirinnurn rate 
of 60 sq. ft. per boy, musl be W(dl v^eiitilated and lighted and liavi* a n^si- 
dent superintendent in each. 

(10) Finances . — Wliere the buj income is inadequate to maintair) an 
<‘fficient scale of establishment, subscriptions must Ix^ definitely guaranteed ; 
an endowment or r( 5 serv(^ fund of at least Rs. 5,000 is dt^siralde ; the amriunt 
of surplus balance should be invariably Ktate<l and it should lx* dejxisited in 
a reliable Bank — preferably in the Postal Savings Bank. 

3. Finally I am to request that your recommendations under each of 
the above heads should be definite and clear. 
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By the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

XIV. 

(а) Are the Government aware that in the Hare School there is only 
one Maulvi who has to teach Arabic, Persian and Urdu to the first, second, 
third and fourth classes ? 

(б) Are the Government aware of the difficulties which Muhammadan 
students undergo in studying Persian and Urdu in that school? 

(c) Is it a fact that repeated representations have been made by 
guardians and students, and also by Head Masters to secure the appointment 
of another Persian teacher ? 

(<f) Is it a fact that sometimes it happens that the present Maulvi has to 
take up as many as three or four classes at a time ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps to 
remove the grievance of Muhammadan students in this matter ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ (a) One Maulvi has to teach Persian and I^rdu but not Arabic in the 
first four classes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) It is understood that representations have been made to the Principal 
of the Presidency College. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The appointment of another Maulvi is under the consideration oi 
the Director of Public Instruction, and his recommendations are awaited 
by Government.” 


By the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq 
XV 

(fl) Are the Government awmre that there is no provision for the teach- 
ing of l^rdu below the fourth class in the Hare Sc:hool? 

(/>) Is it a fact that Urdu students are refused admission below the 
fourth class in consequence of there being no provision for the teaching of 
U rdu ? 

^r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps to 
provide for the teaching of Urdu in the lower classes of the Hare School ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

” (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) It is not the policy of the Education Department to allow 
Hindi or Urdu to be used as a medium of instruction in Government high 
sch(X)ls other than specifically Muhammadan high schools in Bengal, and 
instructions were accordingly issued to the authorities of the Hare Schoed 
by the Director of Public Instruction in 1915 to discourage the admission 
into class 5 and the classes below it of boys whose vernacular is Hindi or 
Urdu. A departure from this policy is not contemplated.” 
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By the Hon’ble Madlvi A. K. Fazl-ttl-Haq : — 

XVI. 

Is it a fact that Uie number of Muhammadan students in the Hare School 
has been gradually falling off in the lower classes and has appreciably 
decreased during recent years ? If so. will the Government be pleased to 
state the reason for the decrease in the number? 


.\nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ The following figures show the number of Muhammadan students in 
class V and lower classes for the last 6 years It will be seem that there has 
been no appreciable decrease in the number : — 

. 13 

21 

... 24 

... 22 

16 

... 21 ” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq 

XVII. 

(«) Are the Government aware that there is lu) refresliment room for 
Muhammadan boys in the Hare School, and that Muhammadan boys are 
consequently obliged to take their refreshments standing in the sun or .some- 
times in the rain ? 

{b) Do the Government eontenqilate taking steps to remove this 
grievance ? 


31st March 1913 
1914 
191.5 
,, 1916 

„ .. 1917 

1918 


.\nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

{a) Yes. Limitations of space have hitherto made it difficult to make, 
arrangements for tiffin rooms for the students of various winmunitics in the 
Hare School. 

Proposals for erecting a tiffin shed are under consideration.” 


Py the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 

.XVITI. 

{(i) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the following 
passage in a leaderette in the ludinv Daily News in its issue of the 27tij 
July; — 

Not far away the wayfarer (]eseri<’’s an Arab witfi (']e*ar ( nt f(vjtur(*s 
and a world of mystieism in his eyes gazing down into a gutter 
as reverently as if it were his Proplx't’s tomb ” ^ 

(6) Are the Government aware that the cornfiari.son suggested js 
regarded by Muhammadans as extremely blasphemous ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the pas.sage in question ha?> seriously 
wounded the religious feelings of the Musalman community ^ 

{d) Are the Government aware that the matter is attracting attention all 
over India and creating widespread excitement? 


Falling oflf of 
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{ ' 

{e) Are the Government aware that a public meeting under the auspices 
of the Bengal Moslem League was held at the office of the Indian AsscK-iation 
on Sunday, the 11th instant, at which the people present gave vent to the 
feelings of resentment against the paper ? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Press Censor 
brought the matter to the notice of Government 1 If so, on what date ? 

{g) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any action has 
been taken against the paper under the Press Act ? If not, why not '{ 


Answer by tli(< llon’blc Mu. Keuk : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(6), (c) and {d) Government have received representations from various 
Muhammadan associations com])laining that the feelings of the Muhammadan 
community have been wounded by the paragraph. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The Press Censor first brought the matter to the notice of Govern- 
ment on the 14th August in connection with some articles which had 
appeared in certain Muhammadan newspapers, but the paragraph in the 
Ifidvin Daily News had attracted the attention of Government before thai 
date. 


(g) Government have c.arefully considered the paragraph together with 
the explanation which was published in the Indian Daily News of the 22n(l 
August, and are satisfied that the passage in question was not intended to 
hurt the religious feelings of the Muhammadan community. It was copied 
in all good faith from another journal, and cannot under any ordinary c^on- 
struction of the English language be regarded as intentionally oftensivc. It 
was part of an article, apparently meant U> be complimentary, describing, 
in somewhat journalistic phraseology, the presence in Paris of certain 
Muhammadans from Africa. Whatever criticisms it is oyien to as regards 
its wording, the local Government accept as hona fide the exjilicit disclaimer 
the journal of any intention of wounding the religious suscejitibilities of 
any one. While Government have every wish to safeguard from unw'arant 
able attack the religious sentiments of the Muhammadan, or any other 
(community, they can only conclude that much of the resentment arousi-d b\ 
tlrts incident is based on a misunderstanding, and they are advised that the 
{lassage complained of does not infringe the Press Act and that no case for 
action under that Act would lie.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq : — 
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XIX. 

(a) Are the Government aware that the Subdi visional Oflicer of Kalna 
canvassed for the election of Babu Jogesh Chunder Mitter, Sub-Registrar 
and a nominated Commissioner, as Chairman of the Kalna Municipality ' 

(b) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer used undue influence 
with tlie accountant of his office to obtain the vote of his son, an 
elected f'ommissioner, for Babu Jogesh Chunder Mitter ? 


(c) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Magistrate requested the 
Rev. Dr. Muir, m.d., of the Kalna Mission, to ask his assistant, a nominated 
Commissioner, to vote for Jogesh Babu and that the Rev. Dr. Muir 
refused to do so ^ 

(d) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate did not approve the election 
of Jogesh Babu and did not allow him to hold office? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley ; — 

•• (rt), (6), (cl and {d) The Hon’ble Meinlx'r is referred to t))e reply giveTi 
ro unstarred question No. LXVII at the meeting of the l.egislative t'ouneil 
on 19th August, 1918. 


By the Ilon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; — 


XX. 

(n) Will the Government be }»leased to state wlietliei appliealions were 
entertained both from Indians and Anglo-Indians for tlx' po.sUs of I'onlident ial 
clerks in the different Ilisirict Intelligence Branches under the Gov<*rnment of 
Bengal '( 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
containing the names of the applicants — 


Kiuplo^ineiM < 
clerkH in % 

Brunch offioM 


(?) who were outsiders, and 


(ii) who were already in trusted service of (Government, 
with their res]>ective qualifications ? 


(c) Have the applications of the Indians been rejected ? 

{d) If so, what is their number and the reasons for such rejection ^ 

(e) Is it a fact that even after the appointments of Angk> Indians, ihme 
were several cases in wdiicli their services had to be disp<*nsed with lor bad 
work ? 


(/) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Jlindus, 
Muhammadans and Anglo-Indians emjiloyed as confidential clerks in the 
different District Intelligence Branches under the Government of Bengal f 


Answer by the Jlon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a) In the original advertisement which was issued in -Inly, 1917, 
applications were invited from Europtvans and Anglo-Indians only. In a 
further advertisement issued in Df'cemlKU’, 1917, no such restriction was made. 

(b) The applic^juions of all rejected c*andidates have be^eii d(xstroyed and 
the information is not available. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) As the af)plications were destroyed, the information is not available. 
The reasons for rejection were that the men who were rej(;cted were not c-on- 
sidered so suitable for the posts in question as the men who were sele< t<*d 

(e) The services of three clerks were dispensed with as they were found 
unsuitable. 

(/) At present 33 confidential clerks are emf)loyed in district intelligence 
offices. They are all Europeans or Anglo-Indians.” 


By the Hon’ble Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

XXI. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a list of the mills — 

(а) where septic tank latrines are und^r construction , and 

(б) which have received sanction for the construction of septic tank 
lAtrines but in which the work of construction has not commenced as yet ? 


tAisk 

iimittllatioiUi H 
ifjilU. 



Working of the 
ISeDgai Factory 
Bulea of 1912. 




S^OUth of Mr. 
Bernard, i.o.h., 
and othera. 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Matxey : — 

“ (a) Septic tank latrines are under construction at the following 
mills : — 

(1) Goiiripiir Jute Mills. 

(2) Empire ditto. 

(3) Kelvin ditto. 

(4) Standard ditto. 

(5) Kehniam ditto. 

(6) Baranagore ditto. 

(7) Angus ditto. 

(8) Sorrab ditto. 

(9) Lansdowne ditto. 

(b) The plans of septic tank latrines of the following mills have been 
passed or submitted for approval, but work has not yet commenced : — 

(1) South Union Jute Mills. 

(2) Albion .lute Mills.” 

Bv the Hon’bleiRAi Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

XXII. 

(a) Are ” the Bengal Factories Rules of 1912 ” subject to the control 
of the Governor-General in Council ? 

(b) Have these rules received the sanction of the Government of India ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the date of such 
sanction ? 

(d) Have the Government any information regarding the method of 
working of the septic tank latrine installations under the Factories Rules in 
force in other provinces of India? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to state whether sul)-i ules (1), (2) 
and (3) of rule 19 of the Bengal Factories Rules are similar to those which 
are in force in other provinces of British India? 

(/) If not, will the Government be pleased to state where they differ? 

Answer by the llon’ble Mu. Kkkk : — 

“ («) Yes. 

(b) No. Such sanction was not required. 

(r) The queistion does not arise. 

(d), (e) and (/) It is understood that in no other provint® do the rules under 
the Indian Factories Act contain provisions as to the working of septic tank 
latrines ” 

Bv the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mttra Bahadur: — 

XXI H. , 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the report 
by the Sanitary or Deputy Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal r^arding" the 
cause of the death of Mr. Bernard, i.e.s., (late Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division) and of Mrs. Bernard and others? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

■‘A copy* of the Sanitary Commissionor’s letter No. 7341, dated 2l8t 
December, 1907, is laid on the Library table.” 


Not printed in theoe Proceedings. 
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Bv the Hon’ble Rat Mahendra Chantira Mitra Bahadur : — 

XXIV 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy t)f — 

(«) the inspection reports of the Seramporc Municipality dated the 
30th August, 1912. by the Sanitary C'ominissioner, and the 
Deputy Sanitary Commissioner’s inspection report forwarded 
with the same; and 

(ft) the inspection reports of the Rishra-Konnagar Municipaliiy .sittce 
the formation of the f)resent Municipal Board since 1915? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mai i ey ; — 

'* Copies* are laid on the Library table.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; — 

XXV 

Will the Government be pleased to staU- the t^ital number of ai)plication> 
made this year for admission into the Medical Colh^ge and the Belgiudiia 
Medical College, Calcutta, giving a classification of the different academical 
qualifications of applicants and of those admitted into tbcs«' colleges? 


Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 




A statoiiK'nt tlie inf 

orniation an 

k('<l for \h 

apf)(Mi(l(dl holow : — 

1 

i 

® Medical 

Coi.I.RGK 

! t hKbCA'’inA 

COLt.KCK 

QiiiUiHcntioiiM. 

Numhor of 
(*andidat«‘H for 
admission 

N iiinher 
admit t<‘d 

1 Nuin)>ei of 

1 < aiKiidatt's fni 

1 ad mi 8Mii III . 

1 

N llllllmi 

admiltiMj 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 4 

r» 

1 

M. Sc. 

8 


1 

1 


M. A. 

I 

1 



I!. Sc. .. ... ... 1 

97 

44 (r/) 

27 

2:\ 

B. A. 

26 

9 


1 

I. He. 

425 

100 (/y) 

22H 

>6 (fl) 

First M. H. 

1 

1 



I. A. 

99 

12 (r) 

166 

1 1 

j 

Licentiate of the State Medical : 
Faculty. 

1 

1 


6 

•> 

Matriculation passed 

! 2:55 

i 


19M 

1 (n 


«H7 

J67 

62H 

125 


''The M.Bc. candidates and several other highly qiialifietl earididateH did not join though Holeettwl for -nlrnmaiori 
t A number of those Relected for adruisaion all) eventually dul not join. 

(а) One each aent by the Bihar and Orno^a and the AHiiain Govern men tt* 

(б) Seventeen ^nt by the Bibar and Orifipa and 4 by the AnAam (»i»vernmenl 

(c) Two tM?nt by the AHaam Government 

(d) lucludes two casual atudentii 
(*) Casual student of last year. 


® Not printed in theae Procoedin^. 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XXVI. 

Will the (joverniuent be pleased U) state the total number of applications 
ina»le this year for admission into the different departments of the Sibpur 
Engineering College giving a classification of the different academical 
(jualifications of applicants, with their respective nationalities, and of those 
admitted into this college? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. CMalley : — 

■ Admissions to some departments of the College are not made till 
November and a statement in respect of apj)lieations and admissions up to 
(late must therefore be iiiexunplete. Under these cireum.staiu^es Government 
are not at present in a position to furnish the information asked for.” 


By the Hon’bk* Rai M ahendra Chandra Mttra Bahadur : — 

XXVII. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the state- 
ment contained in the statistics taken by Government in July last regarding 
the stock of dhotis and saris (for use for females only) in the various firms 
and shops in Calcutta and elsewhere? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

■■ 'J'he recent census of piece-goods was undertaken at the retpic'st of the 
Government of India, to w'hom the result was duly communicated, and the 
publication of the detailed figures rests jirimarily with them. It is believed 
that the retuins received were not altogether eomjilete. as some owners were 
in ignorance of the requirements of the order and others, possibly, deliberately 
ev.uled it. The actual stocks in hand were probably, therefore, somewhat 
larger than those returned, but allowdng for the reduced rat(> of eonsurnjition 
now prevalent under tlie influence of high jiriees. it is estimated that there 
were in hand, and to arrive within the next few’ months, dhotis and sori.^ 
sufiieient for 12. and grey g<H)ds sufficient for B, montlis. The estimate which 
has been hazarded in some sections of the press that stocks for two, or eve^i 
three, \t'ars are availalde is certainly an exaggeration. However, since the 
census, it is understood that a considerable amount of forw'ard business has 
gone tliroiigh and to tliat extent the position has changed for the better.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XXVITI. 

(n) Are the Government aware that ea.ses of poeket-pieking often take 
place in the waiting-rooms of Ramkrishnapur and Shalimar Ferry Ghats? 

(/>) Is it a fact that no arrangements have been made for lighting the 
inside of these w’aiting-rooms ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of urging the Port 
Commissioners to make immediate arrangements for the proper lighting of 
these waiting-rooms? 


.\nswer by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley : — 

” (a) Government are not aware of the facts stated. 

{h) and ((’) The Hon’ble Member is requested to address the Port Com- 
missioners on the subject.” 
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Bv the Hon’ble Maulvi Abdi. Kassm — 


8H9 


XXIX 

(a) Will the Government be [)lease*l i<. state whether it is a fact that a 
pleader has been engaged from Alijtore to conduct tlic nnoin ui ion <ni liehalf 
of the Government in (he Burdwan municipal emliezzlcrncnt » tist' ' 

(b) Is it a fact that th«>rc are several members of the Burdwan Bai who 
are senior to the pleader engaged in this case and who liave an extensive 
practice and whose services could be secured at a much lowin' fee thjiii what 
IS [laid to the Alipore pleader ? 


liiirdwau 

Mnuioipnl 

oiiil>or.xU'tneitt 

ciue. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr Duval : — 
“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes.” 


Bv the Hon’ble MAtTLvi Abul Kasf.m : — 

XXX 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state- o.uKM.f ti.. 

Ltttl> AdviHoi 

(?) what are the (lutie*s of the Ladv Ad\iser the ("oiiii of W nrds tiic Court 

’of Wjirdn. 

(ii) in how many cases lady wards of the (\iurt took advantage of (he 
services of the T.ady .Adviser during 1917-lS ^ 

(b) Do the Government profiose to ascerUiin from lady wards i( tlicv 

require the services of the Lady Adviser? 


•Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(«) (/) The Lady Adviser is ajipointed for the help ol i»n (laim-ih'nt 
Indies and minors under the C^ourt ol Wards. Hc‘r duties to\vHrd> tliern are 
to serve the ladies in any direction in which thi^y may need atlviec or sv iiifiatliN 
and to help them in their personal diffieul tie’s, and in ref^ard t 4 ( tfie litvdtfi 
and the education of themselves or their children. 


(/7) 1 igures foi‘ 1917-18 nre not \et nvailfit)le, the 
hf?ures for 1916-17 : — 


follovA j iljj: ar'L 


(a) Consultations on visits [laid bv Lady .Advi.-.er 271 

{b) Consultations on visits [laid t.o Lady Advism- Tie 

(c) Consultations b\ letter . . 172 


t lie 


Total 497 


(ft) In view of the numlier of consultations shown in paragrajih (a) (it). 
jovernment consider it unnet;e8.sarv to ascertain tin* views of the Iad\' ward-. 
»c})arately.’ 


llv the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem ; — 

xxxr 


to Will the Government hi- [ileased to state whether they propose 

Change the constitution of the municipalities and the district and locral 
s, in accordance with the resolution of the Government of India ' 

(ft) If so, when ? 


Altcnktioii iu 
I he coiiNtitution 
of MtiiitcipMHiie 
District and 
Lrx al Board*. 



RegititrHtkm 
of (locuineuiH 
in PerHiaij 
character at 
Dacca. 


Ml. 

VV llllanl^' 

iiivoMti^ation 
regarding tlir 
Dainodar 
floodN. 


yyo Questions arid Answer^’. » [3ku Septembkr, 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley 

“ (a) and (6) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to 
unstarred question No. LXTI at the meeting of -the Legislative Council held 
on 19th August, 1918.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abcl Kasem : — 

XXXII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(fl) what number of documents in Persian character were presented 
for Registration at the Dacca Sadar office in 1916, 1917 and 
1918; 

(b) who ordinarily registers these documents; and 

(r) who registers them in the case of a Muhammadan officer, if any, 
who happens to be absent on leave or on tour or otherwisf 
engaged ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ («) 


1916 

... 399 

1917 

... 502 

1918 

... 355 (up to 21 St August, 1 91 81 


(h) The District Sub-Registrar, who is a Muhammadan officer. 

(c) The Joint Sub-Registrar, assisted by the Muhammadan Bench clerk.' 


By the Hon’blc Babu Siv Narayan Mukerjee : — 

XXXIII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{(i) if it is in their contem})lation to make public the result of Mi 
C. Addams-Williams’ investigations carried on during his ton 
in April last in portions of the tract affected by the Damoda 
floods ; 

{b) if Mr. Addam.s- Williams, in fulfilment of the promise held out b 
him to the people of Khanakul, in the Ilooghly district durin; 
lus inspeetion of tho Sarda khal, visited the Rohra khal ; an^ 

(r) if as a result of such investigation, works in connection with th 
proposed improvements of that and the other waterways wi 
be taken in hand in the winter ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given in th; 
(’ouncil on the 3rd of July, 1918, to unstarrred question No. XXXIV (lii 

(b) Mr. Addams-Williams has not yet been able to inspect the Rohr 
khal, but he will inspect it when he has an opportunity to do so. 
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* (c) As 8. rosiilt of ^Mr. Acltitiins-^V iliidins inv'Gstifffltioii i( is proposed 

to take up a project for the improvement of the Uehhi Nullah, provided the 
iieeessary hydraulic data can be obtained during the present monsoon I’p 
to date during this year, there has not l)een any flcK>d of suflicient hei«dit in 
the Damodar to obtain the necessarv data.” ' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Siv Naravan Mukharji ; - 

XXXIV. * 

(a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the “ dangerously 
contaminated ” condition of the water of the Bhagirathi as -di.sehVseil bv 
chemical and bacteriological examinations held in the lalKuatorv of the 
Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal ? 

(b) Ts it a fact that such contamination is due mainly, if not solelv 
to the discharge from the septic installations in the several diite Mills on IhUIi 
banks of the rivef ? 

(( ) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring into the 
matter in the interests of the public health ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

(a) I he Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to starri’d 
<|uestion No. 6 at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on Ithli 
■\ugust, 1918. 

(/^)Government are advised that it is not a fact. 

As stated in the repW given to starred question No. (j on 19th August, 
1918, Government will consider what measures can b<' taken to prevent 
pollution of the river water.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. H. K. A. Irwin : — 

XXXV. 

In view of the ajiproaching expiration of the contract with the l)ar 
jeeling-Himalayan Railway Company, are the Governrmuit considering tJic 
desirability of dire<;ting that the work of eliminating the 147 dangerous cross 
ings on the public cart road be taken in hand irnuiediaUdy and of refusing 
to renew the contract until this work has been completed '' 


-Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

It is under-stood that the Government of India have decided not to 
(sxercise their ojition to purchase the railway and as a result the contrail 
between the Railway Company and the Secretary of State c-ontinues in force 
lor a further period. In these* circumstances the question of making the 
iiufirovement of level crossings a condition for the renewal of the lontrait 
does not arise.” 


SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION. 

The Hon’ble Mk. Ikwin asked the following supplemeiiiary question ; — 

‘Are the Government aware that these erossings con.stitute a very 
serious menace to the lives of pedestrians and others crossing the lines V 


Poiliilioii of 
the BhanririktillN 
wutor. 


ii^ux'wui of 
ooritnu't with 
thr Dtiijooliii^- 
IliinalHyuti 
Bull wiiy. 



Appointmeiii 
of I>igtTiot 
ComniittioH 
oil tli<; 

£urofH)aii 
man |X)\vcr 
quention. 


Allegatiuim 
agairiHt the 
Circle Ofticcr and 
SiihdiviHioiiiii 
Otticer of K a It. a 
regiirdinR liOc.il 
Board oleciion. 
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The Hon’bhi Mk. Gumming said : — 

“ The matter of the improvement of the level crossings on these lines has 
been and is under the consideration of Government, and it is hoped that in 
no distant future some improvement will be made ; but a complete improvement 
is still hardly practicable.” 


By the Horrble .Vln II, R. .\ Irwin : — , 

XXXVI 

{(t) With reference to the Euro|»ean man power question, are the Gov- 
ernment considering the desirability of a[>pointing small local committee.-, 
in each district to inquire and advise what individuals can be spared 
foT st'rvicc ? 

(!)) Are the Government aware that tliere are a certain number of 
married men and others who would volunteer, for f.A.R.O. sm vice, if a scheme 
of adequate provision for those dependent on them were announced ? 


Answer by th(' Hon’ble Mr Kfrr --- 

” {(i) Inquiries are being made by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the 
Indian Tea Association, the Calcutta Trades Association, and the Indian 
Mining Associathm and other Isidies have tieen asked to co-operate. The 
question of additional local committee will rather arise when it i.s known what 
cases .have not been covered by the inquiries already instituted. 

{h) Statements to this effect have ai)})eared in the newspa[)eis, but Gov- 
ernment have no precise information regarding the number of men who would 
be obtained by the adoption of this e.vpedient. The inquiries now in progress 
should throw some light ou ‘he point ” 


Bv the Hon'ble Khan SAHtrt Aman Ali • — 


XXXVII 

(a) Are the Government aware that Babu Puma Chandra Datta, lately 
Chairman of the Kalna Local Board in the di.strict of Burdvvan, and other 
residents of the Kalna subdivision, submitted a memorial to the Commissioner 
of the Burdw'an Division in which some allegations were made against the 
conduct of Bahu Ashutosh De, Circle Officer of Kalna, and Babu Kttmud 
Behari Mallick, Subdivisional Magistrate of Kalna, in connection with the 
lAvcal Board election ? 

{/>) If so, will the (.overninent be pleased to state if an inquiry has been 
made in the matter, and if so, by wdiom and with what result, and whether 
the applicants were given an opportunity to prove their allegations ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mai.i.f.y : — 

(h) a petition dated 20th .lune, 1918, signed by Babu Puma Chandra 
Datta and three others, making certain allegations against Babu Ashutosh 
De, Circle Officer of Kalna, in connection with the Local Board election held in 
February, 1918, was received by the Commissioner. 

(b) An inquiry was made by the Commissioner, who found that the 
allegations contained in the petition were groundless.” 
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Bv the Hon'bic Babii Akhii. Chandra I)att\ • 

XXXVIII 

(n) Are the (lovernmeiit a wan - - 

(?) that many f»ul)lic popafi^- have not lieen eine:t,i in the lec-ortl-ol 
rights recently pre|)ated by the S< ttletnent anthonties in the 
Miinshiganj subdivision in the distrnt ol iJneea and 

(?■/■) that the omission has in\ol\ed sonu I nion Coinniitice^ in 
litigation ? 

(b) Will the (ioverninent be pleased to state ii am steiis are uitemied 
to be taken to preserve the public <io/,nts in that subdivision from 
encroachment ? — 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

•• The priKieduie followed in recording tiMitpailis in the Dacca settlement 
IS descrilied in jiaragraph 21)8 of the final report of the Settlement Oflicei a. 
copy of which jiaragraph has been supplied to the Hon'ble MemlM'i . A 
public footpath is not easy to define, (iovernmeni understand that certain 
I.nion t ommittees have taken actipii with a view to asserting rights oi (“ase- 
ment over paths not recorded as iiublic, and that the Dacca District Ibaiid has 
taken action for the demarcation of public bnitpaths in Miinshigan) sub- 
division in order to prevent encroachment ( ■o\'erninent do not contiMuplate 
taking any action in this Iwlialf. ’ 


Bv the Dou ble Bart' Akhie Chandra Datta - 

XWJX 

(<'/) Will the (ioveininent be pleased to lay on the table the |n<Kee<!ings 
<)1 ihc conler^nux' of the Prt'sidents of I^ai)t*havnt< and (diairnK'n of In iota 
Committees held on the 28th .Tnlv, 1917, in the' agricultural farni at Mannmr 
in the district of Dacca ’’ 

(b) Will the tiovernnient be pleased to state whether they have decided 
to give effect to these resolutions ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble .Mr Kerr : — 

(a) A copy* ol the pimccKvIings is laid on t,he l.ahlo. 

{b) The resolutions relate to matters covered by the Village Self tlovern 
ment Bill now’ before the Council and will receive (arefnl consideration iri 
that connection. ” 


Bv the Hon’ble Babu Akhii. Chandra Datta : — 

XL. 

Will the (jovernment lie plea.sed to lay on the table a statement contain 
ing the amount realised by taxation by the I'nion Committies of the district 
of Dacca and the amount contributed bv the District Board to the Cnioti 
Committees during the years 1915 and 1917' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“A statement containing- the information rerjuired for 1916-17 and 
1917-18, is laid on the table. There was no I'nion Committee in the district 
in 1915-16.” 


No!i-t*i)try of 
(rOJMltfi in 
reoordof -ri^ht 


Ii orrtttin 
confcrfiii'r ill 
tin a^rioiiitiirul 
farm at .Manipiii 
in l>ac’<*ii 


of llfikin 
Cornruitt<;«f( in 
Dacca. 


ApjM'inJix A, 
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Qnf’ntious and A7istrerfi. 


[Srd Skptrmbrr, 


State iiieiil refe,rred to tii lh( answer hi) the Hon hie Mr. O’Malley to qnes'ion 
No. XL asked h;/ the Iloiihle I>ab(j Akhil Chandra Datta at the ('ouneil 
Meeting of tfe 3rd Sepleinher, 1918. 


1916 - 17 . 


\ A Ml- OK 

Nawiilit'Ulij 

7 M o \ 



( -ontribiUion 
by the 1 )mt t ict 
IJourd, 

Rs. 

itOl 

Itecei pt V unde 
K«‘ction I1K(’ 
of the Art 

Rh. 

400 

Sul)liatl> u 


... 


b:524 

470 

Kalalia 




4B6 

217) 

Tej'horia 




3% 

:;oo 

Kalif>:anj 

... 



4(10 

.427) 

J iiianii 


... 


407 

18G 

Dliiitnrai 




7i'>S 

... 

Tetul jliora 




:uo 

l.'.O 

Slipur 




7)4 S 

40 

Fatal la 




Mi) 

G1 

Ainiiipu r 




4]^ 

... 

Paclidoiia 




17)8 


Mohenpar 

... 

... 

... 

vx\ 

204 

Labutola 




271 


MuuBhi^^anj 




2.41') 

281 

Mirkadirri 

. .. 


. . . 

27:. 

.'Gl 

Bajrajo^ini 




7)S7 

. . . 

Betka 




22:. 

1.54 

Al)dalla})ur 


... 

... 


225 

Outnlialii 


... 


27)0 

270 

Kalma 


. .. 

. . . 

.408 


Dhipur 

• ♦ • 

... 

... 

go;; 


Sckliaruaj^ar 


... 


27)0 

... 

Hajana|;?ar, Haidj 

>ur 



GOO 

... 

liasuina 


* . . 


410 

... 

Ichapura 




47)0 

1.50 

] labhara 


... 

... 

47)0 

... 

Birtara 

... 



j:.! 

7;» 

Sula{j:har 



... 

.')84 

.4(K) 

Sriaa^ar 


... 


2G5 

I7r. 

Syanirtidlii 




G(H) 

. . . 

IUia;n:\ aku 1 

... 



tHX) 

... 

Ilatdia 

... 



177) 

... 

Hartbai 1 




17)0 

407) 

Balu‘rak 


... 


444 

47)8 

Silai ... 

• •• 

. .. 


144 

• • • 

Manik^auj 

... 

... 


2,847) 

1„5(K) 

Saturia 




402 

.424 

Garpara 




:;7i 

400 

Baira 

... 



108 

200 

Hatipara 




287 

231 

Balia 


... 


1 10 

... 

Charkowar* 




... 

... 

Mirpur* 


... 

... 

... 

... 



Total 

... 

21, .424 

7,6G8 


Sanctioned by Government but not con^titu;e<i during the year. 
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Name of H fciON*. 


Nttwabgatij 

Subhudya 

Kalatia 

Teghoria 

Kaligaiij 

Jinardi 

Dhamrai 

Tetuljhora 

Sripur 

Fatulla 

Aminpiir 

Pachdona 

Mahespur 

Lebatola 

Mnnahiganj 

Mirkadim 

Bajrajogini 

Betka 

Abdiillapnr 

Outshahi 

Kulma* 

Dhipur 

Sekhaniagar 

Rajanagar, Saidpur 

HaBiinia 

Ichapiira 

Haahara 

Birtara 

Salaghar 

Srinagar 

Syamsidhi 

Bhagyakii! 

Haldia 

Haehail 

Baherak 

Silai 

Manikganj 

Saturia 

Garpara 

Baira 

Hatipara 

Balia ... , 

Mirpur 


1917-18. 


ISroMK 


Contribution 
by tbv Di.trict 

Hoard 

Rh. 

.591 

ii:i 

142 

:m 

242 

4r»:; 

:m 

1S6 

:iGs 

272 

2:\:\ 

217 

2,(K)0 

:i.5s 

:):i9 

49r) 

447 

29. • 
154 
207 

2,:n2 

2H2> 

274 

:49:i 

226 

29s 

10 

240 

675 

:Mi 

25:^ 

277 

601 

,S,561 

168 

106 

185 

262 

97 

158 


9,950 


Hocvipti* ond«*i 
ion 1 l8r 
of tbo Act 

Rb. 

a04 

515 

9 

216 

505 

405 

444 

nx) 

121 

:ioi 

826 

:ioo 

ii;\ 

107 

177 

:U2 

.^71 

:i6:i 

425 

278 

16 :; 

5‘91 

'200 

250 

: o *.8 

XM 

525 

61 

1,216 

;i4:; 

252 

2:49 

125 

2,099 

:i50 

:m 

44H 

2:42 

220 

148 


14,74:5 


Total 
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Questions and Anstoers. 


By the Ilon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : — 
XLI. 


LeVy of taxtH Ity 
Union 

CoiumitteeK in 

Dacca. 


{a) Are the Government aware that the District Board of Dacca issue 
a circular to all Union Committees authorising them to levy taxes unde 
section 118 oi tlie Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 for work 
connected with sanitation drainage and water-supply only? 


(b) Is it a fact that some Union Committees spent the sum or a part o 
the sum thus levied by taxation for the construction and repairs of roads 
If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps t 
prevent the diversion of the money raised by taxation from one purpose t 
another ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. O’Mauley : — 

“ (a) A coy)y of a circular issued by the District Board in 1917-18 is lai< 
on the table. 

(h) In 1916-17, previous to the issue of that circular, 13 Union Commit 
tees spent Rs. 2,983, lealised by local taxation, on reclaiming and improvinj 
village paths. In 1917-18, the sum spent on village paths from fund 
realised by local taxation amounted to Rs. 469 ; and only 4 Union Committee 
acted contrary to the instructions contained in tlie circular. It is reporte( 
that steps have been taken to prevent the recurrence of such an irregularity. 


Copy of the circular referred to in the answer by the Jlondde Mu. O’Mallf/ 
to question No, XLI asked by the Hon'ble Habu Akhii. Chandka Datt. 
at the Council Meetimj of the 3rd Sepfendwr^ 191S. 

Memo. No, 18itS-194() G., dated Dacca, the Oth September, 1917. 

From — S. G. Hart, Khq., Chairman, District Board, 

To — The Chairmen of all TTnion Committees. 

The attention of all TTnion Committees is <lrawn to the fact that local taxation cai 
only be imposed to meet the e.xpense of providing sanitation, conservancy, drainage o 
water-supply. Taxes may not be imposed for the purpose of making or repairing roads. 

In submitting applications for sanction to the levy of taxation under section 1 1 S C 
of the Local Self-Government Act, Union Committees should forward a Btat(an€nt in the 
following form : — 


Rs. 

Estimated cost of works of — 

Sanitation 

Conservancy 

Drainage 

Water-supply 


Total Rs. 


Rs. 

Funds available for these purposes from other 
sources 

Balance propose^i to be raised by local taxation 
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By the Hon’ble Kumak Shib Shekhareswar Ray : — 

XLII 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state wliat constructive schemes c’oimtruotiv.- 
have been undertaken under the Bengal Drainage Act. 1880 (Ben. Act VI of 

1880), since the year 1912 ? „f 

(b) Are the Government aware that the j) resent Act is of no practical 
use to the landholders so far as small schemes are concvriied ? 

(c) Is there any proposal to enact a simpler Act for small local schemes ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr — 

“ (a) No schemes have been undertaken under the Bengal Drainage Act. 

1880, since the year 1912. 

(6) Government are aware that the Act is not entirely suitable for small 
schemes. 

(c) The subject of amending the law with a view to providing a simpler 
procedure for dealing with small schemes is under the consiwration of 
Government.” 


By the Ilon’ble Kumar Surn Shekhareswar Rav 

.\L11I. 

(a) Are the Government aware of the restriction imposed by section Uiwtriciion 

<>f the Bengal Tenancy Act, 188.5, under which co-sharer landlioldcrs arc 
<lebarred from proceeding under section lOo of (he .same Acl ^ iviwim y Aot. 

(b) Are the Government aware that this rc.striction has been adversely 
afl'ec'ting the interests oil^the landhokh*rs in the stMtlcmcnt proctH'dings now in 
[)rogress in various districts of Bengal ? 

{(') E)o the Government pro[)osc to make an impiiry into the matter with 
a view to effect some solution of the diflicultics c.xperienced by the landholders 
in this respee-t? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

" (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) Government do not propo,sc to take up this (piestion before a general 
Jiraendment of the Bengal Tenancy .'\ct i.s. taken u|>.” 


By the Hon’ble Kum.ar Shib Shekhare.swar Ray : — 

XLIV. 

(«) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
replies received by the Committee aj)[)cjinted in August, 1910, to ref)ort on nout morttn 
the question of law relating to family .settlements in Bengal, and mentioned Benuai 
in paragraph 3 of their report dated the 30th Octolnsr, 1911 ? 

(b) Will the Government be plea.sed to lay on the tsrblc a copy of the 
replies received by them to their letter No. 2915-40 (I^and Revenue), dated 
the 20th March, 1918, in connection with the question of settlement of estates 
in Bengal ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerb : — 

’* (a) and (b) The papers* asked for are very voluminous. (Jopios will be 
placed on the Library table.” 

® Not priiitotJ in tlie»e Proc«5ec?ing»t. 



Recovery of 
settleQieDt 
cOHts from 
the RajHhalii 
dintrictB. 
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carriage Bill, 1918. 

The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

By the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray : — 

XLV 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the amount originally 
estimated to be recovered as settlement costs from the district of Rajshahi in 
the current official year ? 

(fc) Are the Government aware of the present economic condition of the 
people of Rajshahi resulting from the extensive loss of hhadoi crops and the 
falling of prices of jute? 

(c) Do the Government propose to make any reduction in the estimated 
amount of settlement costs to be recovered this year ? 

(d) What is the amount of the land revenue of the district of Rajshahi 1 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

(a) Rupees 7 lakhs. 

(fe) Government are aware that recent abnormal rain and floods have 
damaged the hhadoi crops in part of Rajshahi district. The average price 
of iiite in Ra jsbahi district at the end of August is reported to be Rs. 8 per 
innund compared with Rs. 4-12 at the same period of 1917. 

{c) The question of revising the estimated recoveries of settlement costs 
wdll be considered as usual in December, and due consideration will be paid 
to agricultural conditions. 

{d) Rupees 10\ lakhs.’* 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

THE CALCUTTA HACKNEY-CARRIAGE BILL, 1918. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Ciiand Mahtab. Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan, presented th(‘ report of the 8(4ect Committc^o on the Calcutta 
Hackiiey-(3arriage Bill, 1918. 

lie said : — 

‘‘ My lord, I beg to present the report of the Select- Committee on the 
(Calcutta Ha(*kney-Carriage Bill, 1918. 

The Committee, though unable to present a unanimous report, have 
l>eon able to meet most oC the criticisms which tlie circulation of the Bill 
elicited. ^ 

The Committee, by a majority, considered that the control of hackney 
carriages shouhl be tr&nsferred from the Corporation to the Commissioner of 
Police in Calcutta, and alterations have been made in the Bill with a view to 
give effect to this transfer. 

In this connection, 1 would like to refer to the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur in his Note of Dissent. He said 
that, as stated by the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill, the Fire Brigade 
would not be made over in exchange to the Corporation, and I may point out 
that this is a misapprehension. What I did actually say when I moved for 
the appointment of the Select Committee was as follows : ‘ I may, however, 
point out to the representatives of the Corporation in this House that 
Government cannot entertain their proposal of transferring the power from 
the Commissioner of Police to the Corporation as regards the Calcutta Fire 
Brigade. This question does not arise as it is beyond the scope of the Bill/ 
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What I meant by ‘ being beyond the Roope of tlu' Hill ^ was that 
Government could not consider the question of tht' transfer of tlie Firt' 
Brigade in connection with the question of the |»reHent Hill which deals with an 
entirely different matter. Other municipalities will liave to bt‘ (‘onsuIttMl 
about the propoRal to transft'r the i'lre Hrigaih* ; and (Tioverinntmt ciarinot, 
therefore, at present say anything on th * question. We are pnqiared to 
consider it on its merits and apart from the* pn^sent Hill. 

Turning now to the provisions of this Hill, 1 may say tliat provision has 
been made in the Bill to meet a distinct difficulty of liackn(\v (‘arriagt'S ply* 
ing for hire in small and contiguous municipalities. Clausi^ as r«*vist‘d 

in the Select Commit tt^e, rea<l with 82A will enabh* hat^kney carriage n*giH- 
tered in one town to ply in a Ijaeent towns without btung registen^d in those 
towns. 

With a view to slop the growing evil of the use of hackm^y ijarriages 
for immoral purposes, we have in‘^(‘rt(Hl a new sub-clause (r) jn clause .M, 
making the use of a carriage an olfeiK^r" punishalde under tin' Act. 

In order to ensures the l)f*i ter i reatnnmt of hoix^s we hav(‘ insert(‘d a 
provision in clause 71 regulating the use of horses in liackm^y carriage's. 

For reasons of public safety, a new clause 79 (a) has bc^en insert (‘d in 
the Hill requiring disinfection of a hackney carriage or palanquin used in 
conveying peerons suffering from any dang(U*(ms infe(;tiouH disorder or a 
corpse. 

To proven harassment of passengers, particularly jHirda/inashtn ladies, 
a n(*w (*laus<^ 79H has been inserted prohibiting tin' arrt'sl of a driver of a 
hackney carriage or the l)ear(‘r of a palanquin or tlu‘ seiziiiM' of tin' carriage 
or palanquin when it is actually used f(»r tin* (ronveyancu* of the passi'iiger, 
until some arrang(unent is made for tin* paHS(*ngor lo pro(Mu>:l i-o his (h'stina- 
tion. 


The ot her alterations inad(^ hy the S(dect (JoiiimittcH' do not. c^all for any 
special comment. 

With these nunarks, my Lord, I heg to present tin* report of t In^ Select 
Committee*.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

THE BENGAL PREVENTION OF ADULTERATION BILL, 

1918. 


The Hon’ble Sir Bi-fay (Jhand Mahtah, Maliarajadhiraja llahaclur oi 
Hurdwan, moved for leave to intrcxluce a Bill to make provision for tin* 
prevention of adulteration of foo^l in Bengal. 

He said : — 

** My Lord, I beg leave to move to introduce a Bill to make provision for 
the prevention of the adulteration of food. 

When Sir 8 . P. Sinha introduced tlie Bill to prevent the adulteration of 
ghee within the jurisdiction of the Calcutta CorporatiFm, he stated that it 
was at the time impossible for us to introduce a measure which would include 
ncA only Calcutta but also the mufassa), and if we were to wait for such a 
Bill to go up to the Government of India we certainly could not expect to 
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introduco that Hill and much 1(3 hk to ])aB8 it until at any rate the ensuing 
cold weather. It in the very Bill, to which Sir S. P. Sinha made a reference 
in his Hpeoeh, that f have the honour to introduce to-day. The necessity 
for the Bill has arisen from tlie fact that the adulteration of food, particulai’ly 
of articles of common consumption, such as milk, ghee^ mustard oil, etc., is 
prevalent in Bengal and that tlu'i existing law has entirely failed to check 
the evil. The only provisions of the law that are of general application in 
regard to the adulteration of focnl are those contained in sections 272 and 
273 of the Indian Penal (vode. These sections penalise the adulteration of 
any article of food or drink so as to make such articles noxious as focxl or 
drink, and the sale of such noxious article. The use of these sections is 
the only preventive for adulteration of focxl outside municipalities, and they 
can only be put into force where the adulteration has the eflect of making 
the fo(xl noxious. In municipalities, section 251 of the Bengal Municipal 
Act penalises the sale to the prc^judice of the purchaser of any article of 
ferxi which is not of the nature', subslancx^ or quality of the article demanded 
by such pundiaser. Section 251 1) provides for the compulsory purchase of 
any article of foo<l for the purpose of analysis. But section 251 is the only 
provision for dealing with the vendor if the analysis proves*" that the article 
is adultered. As explained by Sir S. P. Sinha in introducing t he (Calcutta 
Amendment Bill for tlu‘ prevention of the adultc'ration of ghee in Calcutta, 
th(^ 8(K5tion last named is din'cted moni to tin' punishment of fraud than to 
tlu' prevention of adnlt(M*ation, hecaus(‘ under the section if a man says, 

* What 1 am selling to you is not a ])ure article,’ there is no question of his 
committing any breach of the law ; but if he perp(d, rate's a fraud by giving 
an impun^ artiede whtui lu' is ask<Ml for a ])ure article, tlien and then oriLy 
does he become annmable to the |)rovi8ions of tin' law. d’he question of 
taking legislative action to supi)lement thes(‘ pj-ovisions of the law has been 
long del)a,t(Hl. As long ago as IHSh, tin' Government of India consulted 
the local (jovernments as to tin' desirabilit.y of special legislation t,o pK'Vent 
tdi(‘ sale of adult(‘rated article's of fofxl. The replies of local Governments 
indicated a gernn-al bc'liid that the existing provisions against adultc'ration 
ill the local Municipal A(;ts were' not insufficient and that in any case no 
imnu'diate h'gislation was required. Idio Government of Iinlia (‘oncurrod 
in these conclusions, and there tin' matter rested for about a quarter of a 
C(mtury. Times have alt(‘red, and tln're is now. I think, a general (concensus 
of opinion that tlu' existing law is not sufficient toeo|t> with the evil. In 
1911, the All-India Sanitary C'onfen'iice expresst'd the opinion that the 
cKisting powtu’s und(‘r the various Municipal Acts for the prevention of the 
adult('ration of food and drugs wt*re inadequate, that the adulteration of 
food was extt'nsive, and that action shouhi be taken to prevent it. This 
Gov(u*nm('nt (examined tin' question s(> far as Bengal is concerned, and as 
the result of their <*nquiry, it was found that the provisions of the existing 
law were iiuiilequate, and that the adulteration of articles of focxl, such as 
milk, ghee and oil, has aRsume(i such proportions as to be a menace to the 
health of the people. This Government, therefore, urged that legislation 
should be taken. The Government of India agreed to legislation being 
introduced in the local legislature in respect of the adulteration of food, but 
deprecated special legislation, for drugs which they considered could be left 
to the operation of the Indian Penal Code, 


vSince then Bengal Act I of 1917 has been parsed as an emergency 
measurt' for the prevention of adulteration of ghee in Calcutta. The Bill 
I now have the honour to introduce goes further, for it is a measure deajing 
not only with the prevention of adulteration of ghee^ but also of articles of 
food and drink generally. Its object in brief is to ensure the purity of staple 
articles of food most liable to adulteration, and in accordance with the 
decision of the Government of India drugs have been excluded from its 
scope. 
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the Calcutta Municipal Hill jb\hich was introducecl in tin* Council on the ^Oth 
Nov^'cinber last contained speci«il provisions dealiiiLT with the same subject. 
These provisions, HO far as they relati‘ to the adulteration of ghee, 
moreover included in the Statutt^ Hook by Heiural Act I of 1917. The Hill 
is applicable then to Hen^al outside ('alcutta, and it is inuuidtHi that it shouKl 
apply, iti first place, to municipal areas wliere then* an* lusalth oflict'rs or 

sanitary offici'rs. These have been appointed lor all inumcipabt i(‘s of any 
considerable size. If found necessary, it may lx* extench’d hU(*r t.o lar^t* 
hats, bazars and other tradinti: centn'S. A<*e(»rdinnrly. the pow(*r ol ixtension 
d the Act has bemi niadt' as general as possible. 

Turning to the specific provisions of tin* Hill, tin* ti'i in ‘ ad ul t(‘rat(Hi ’ lias 
been defined, the definition being similar to that in JH‘nga1 Act 1 of 1917. 
Under clause 1, power is taken to tin* local Govcrnimmt to d(*lint> tin* 
normal constituents of lood, and to dc*clare what defici(‘ney in any of 1 hes(‘ 
constituents and what addition of extraneous matt(*r or ])ropoi’tion of wat(*r 
in any article shall raisi^ tlu^ pn'sumption that the (piaiity of the ;irtieh‘ Inis 
been rtxluced. lowered or in juiiously afft'cttMl lh(‘r(*by. Hy this nn^'ins (*ll\‘et 
can be givtm to tin* n^sults of scncuitific r(*tsearch in the futun* without 
recourse to additional legislation. As in the I'ase of Hengal Act I of 1917, the 
main principle of the Hill is that a p»‘rs()n who s^dls lo<>d or manufactures 
food for salt) must himstdf take tin* rt*sjK)nsibil ily that such food is not 
adultiM’ated. This means that the vendor must satisfy himst if l)(‘for<* he 
buys an article of food that it is ])un‘. Uiid(‘r claust* 5, liowevi r, which pro- 
hibits the sale of f<H>d which is not of tlie firoper natun*, siibstanci* or (juality, 
the vendor is sab^guarded if In* si'lls an artich^ which h(‘ }»ui<*hased with a 
written warranty to tJn* (dlect that it was tin* same in nature, substance and 
quality as that deman(b‘(l by tin* purehcaser, or if he sells i(, in t he same slate 
as he purchased it, (U' if In' sells a food which is the subj«*< l, of a patent in 
force in the state requinnl by the sp(*eification of the yiatent. Again, in re- 
cognition of tlie diHiculties whi(di ia*tail dealf^rs in t he niuf.ar^sal may hava* in 
g(*tting fo(xl analysi’d, clause 6, which reb'i’s to tin* srde ol too I which is not 
of the prescribed standard of purit-y, jiiovides that tin va ndor may ])h*.a<l a 
warranty in (bdencc*. This provision, wit hout j(‘opardiKing t In* pu rit y ol th(' 
article, shifts tlie ri^sponsibility from the small to tln^ large* deah‘r or manulae- 
lur(*r who has facilities for obtaining analysis. 


The Hill also jirohibits the storing of adulterants in any factory wln*re 
mustard oil, etc., arc* manufaei ured ; and powers have b(‘(*n taken loi 
the appointment of public analysts whost* certilicatcs will la* tak(*n as 
sufficient evidence of the results of analysis in a court of law. It is b(‘liev(*(l 
that, in practict^, it will be [lossiblt* to niak(* us<* of tin* H(*rvices ol duly 
qualified officers under the Sanitary (Joinmissiorier for thiB purpose*. ( lause 
10 of the Hill empowers }>rop(*rly authorized persons compulsorily to j)UTV'hahe 
foorl required for submission to a jiublie analyst, while clause II authorizes, 
with C(*rtain safeguards, a private* f>urehah(*r to submit for aiialysis IockI 
purchased by him. Persons duly authoiized arc also empow(*!(?d to take 
Bamples of food or its compom‘nts during th** proc(*Hs of niann lacture or while 
in transit, or when stored or exposed for sale. Tin* division ol Hamples into 
three parts has been made compulsory 0:1 the analogy of tin* Kriglish law. 


In view of the harmful results <)f the use <>f skdmnied milk (or feeding 
infants and of the fad that enquiry has shown that skimmed milk is used 
for this purpose in Bengal, provision has heen made that tins o: other re- 
ceptacles containing skimmed milk shall hear labels indicating both in 
English and Bengali that the milk has been skimmed an<] is not suitable for 
infants^ food. Specific provision has also been m^ie for th^ regulation ol 
butter which, it is believed, is also adulterated to a large extent. In order 
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to give local authoriticB an interest in the working of the Act, it has been 
provided that all fines to be realised under it and all other sums which 
may be utilised for the purposes of the Act shall be credited to local funds.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

THE BENGAL JUVENILE SMOKING BILL, 1917. 

The rion’ble Du. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy moved that the 
Bengal Juvenile Smoking Bill, 1917, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad 
Sarbadhikari, the Hon’l)le Mr. Arden- Wocxl, the Hon’ble Major-General 
Robinson, i.m.k., the Hon’ble Mr. (J’Malley, the Hon’ble Mr. Wordsworth, the 
Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukliarji Bahadur and tlie mover, with ins* ructions 
to submit their report alter t wo months. 


He said : — 

My Lord, when introducing the Bengal Juvenile Smoking Bill last 
year, T had ventured to express tire hope that it would i*eceive the lull sup- 
port of public opinion. I was not disappointi^d. 1 had the satisfaction of 
finding that the Bill had the sympathy of the Hon’l>le Sir S. P. Sinha 
and the cordial support of veteran Members of tfie Council like the 
Hon’ble Babu Debender Chund^n* Ghos(\ the Hon’ble Babu Mahendra 
Nath Ray, the Hon’bh^ Babu Ambika (/liaran Majunidar, the Hon’ble Rai 
Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and the Hon’ble Di*. Sarbadhikari. 1 have 
now before me tlie collection of opinions on the Bill, and 1 note with satisfaction 
that it has the support of general public opinion l)ehind it. In addition to that, 
I have rec(u’ved many letters from genthunen of position and influence who are 
in full sympathy with the ])rinciph'S of the Bill. Of these I need only refer 
to that from Mr. J. D. Biswas, tln^ Honorary Secretary of the Anti-Srnoking 
Society, Bengal. He informs me that the Scxjiety has submitted to (lovern- 
ment a memorial in support of the Bill consisting of ' 107 sheets supported 
by about 50 schools and colleges of Bengal, and containing about 2,000 
signatures of well-known medical men, lawyers, missionaries and men in 
ordier professions interested in the welfare of the juveniles and representing 
various grades of society and Districts of Bengal.’ 

This being the case, I am confident that the Hon’ble Members will have 
no hesitafion in allowing the Bill to proceed to the Select C'ommittee. 

Opinions on the Bill were invited by Government from the Chairman* 
Calcutta Corporation ; the Commissioners, Presidency, Burdwan, Rajshahi, 
Dacca and Chittagong Divisions ; the Director of Public Instruction. Bengal, 
and a number of Asscxjiations and public bodies. 

Of the six Government officials — the Commissioners of the five divisions 
and the Director of Public Instruction — all are more or less opposed to the 
Bill, But a little examination will show that their opinions are merely 
personal and individual and entirely opposed to the views of representative 
men and local bodies consulted by them. For instance, the Director of 
Public Instruction records his dissent from the opinion of the majority of the 
officers consulted by him who consider legislation necessary and desirable. 
The Commissioner of the Presidency Division has no doubt that legislation 
of the kind is quite unsuited to India. But his view again is opposed to that 
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oC i.ho majority of persons and loral ImhIIo.s coiK^uIttMl hy |,un. Tlio Com- 
missioners of other divisions also more or h-ss oppose fliong*h tin‘ maioritv of 
j>ersons and local bodies cousultod by tinm, eonlially support the ‘prineiple 
of tlie Bill. It seems all Commissioners, liko pcn^rs and unities, think aliko 
and invite public opinion only lo t*xpn‘ss their dissent from il. 

Turning n >w to the Calcutt a ( \)rporation. I must conless that ils altitude 
towards the Bill is not (piite clear to me. The Kstat(\s and (lem ral Ihirposes 
Special Committee (consisting ol the (diairmam t 1 h‘ llon’hh^ Rai Radha 
Chaiiin I cil Bahcului, ]\li. 1 helps, Babn ivanitaran lianntM'jtv^ and (>th(M‘s^ at 
their meeting iield on the 8th January ltL8, declared ihemselves in lavour 
of the Bill gmierally. Hut, at the me^uing of tin* Corporation held on tin* 
L>3r(i Jaiiuary 1918, an aimuidnn*nt was moved to tin* elfeet that in tin* opinion 
of t In^ (Corporation tin* proposed h'gislatlon to discouragt* smokino- amongst 
juveniles was unnecessary and nmh^sirable. But after much he.ated and 
irrelevant talk the mover of tin* amendment a(M‘(‘pte<l tin* suggt*stion of tin* 
(/hairnian (who agrt^it^l with Mr. Join's lliaf tin* anu*ndment iiiovimI was t-ix) 
drastic and that it was scarcely becoming of that meeting to undertake the 
deb*nce of tobacco), that if the Corporation did not wish to approvt* the Bill 
th(\v could say that tin* ]n'oposed h^gislation will not work satisfa(;torilv in 
practice* and vvill not att nn the obj(*ct ainn'd at. Now, from tin* extract from 
the procu*eding8 of tin* Minult's of the t h>rporation nn*eting h(*ld on tln^ 23rd 
Jiiin* 1918, it IS perfectly clear that tin* sanm* ainl more sobm* nn‘mlM*)*s of tin* 
t'orporat ion are in favour of tin* liill. 1 N-rsonally, I would noi alta<*h any 
importam^e to the opini<m of a <h*aler in cigaia^ttc's who coidVsses t hat as a 
busiin.iSH man it would be to his interest to oppose nuy rt>stri(Uion that ina\ 
tend to check tin* progri^ss of tin* tobac(*o trade in g<meral, or to the utter- 
am;(‘s <3f t hat ohampion of tobac(;<» who aft<*r years of hard smoking C(;n- 
gratulate.s himself on lus good Innilth in his 7erd year. I do not know 
wln*tln*r smoking lias something to do with the (*onfusion of id(‘as whi<di 
distinguishes his speech. On his oWMi confession he started smoking in his 
21st y(*ai- and he ne(*d not hav<^ appreln*nded that, the l>cngal Juv(*nlle Smok- 
ing Act was intendi'd to apf)ly to him in his se(*ond cliihlhood. 

Nor do I think, anyoin* who know^ him. wull taki st*riousi\' thatolinu' 
d(*(eud(^r of tobacco — the stormy petrel f»f the (h)rporation — who, ‘ for Want of 
better occupation ’ has discovered in the ( )orj)oration t lie forum for tln^ 
exhibition of his oratorical powa*rs. 

Oi’ the associations and public holies six emj>hatically su|>pori the 
principle of the Bill and consider legislation of tln^ kind acnially luMressary 
and d(^sirable. Thret^ oppost* the Bill «nnd the attitude ol’tlie remaining may 
be* described as that of bonov'oh'iit neutralitv. 

The associations which aia* ch*.arly opposed to tin* Bill dismiss the whole 
sub j(*ct in one senteiici^ without assigning any reasons — ‘ ddn*y do not c*on- 
sider any such legislation m*cessary or desirable. ’ Now' as these associations 
hav€) not said much, I have not much to say about their views, but I must 
confess 1 am curious to know' the n*asons foi their admirable bn'vit^, of 
expression Absorbed in comnicreial fuirsuits. ha\o* the Bmiga* (Jiamber 
of ( Jommerce and the Kuropean Association diK(v)vered in Inevity of expres- 
sion and summary rejection of the Bill, tin* salt'si. arni suiest w'ay of sa\ ing 
time? Oris this an instance* of that habitual indilferenee to all questions 
affecting the welfare of the Indian pef)ple with which t he non-oflicdal Kuropean 
community is generally charged ? 

My Lord, I believ'e I have made out a strong case lor the reference ol the 
Bill to the Select Cominittoo. I hope I havm made it abundantly clear tliat 
I'he preponderance of Indian public opinion is in favour of the Bill. "1 l»e 
measure before the House is primarily one for Indian opinion. I earnestly 
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trust that tho Kuruppan Mcinla^rs of tlio (Jouncil, official and non-official, will 
not Htand in tho way of a inoasuro in whose favour Indian public opinion has 
clearly declared itself and thus frustratt' Indian efforts at social reform. 

It is well known, iny Lord, that the I’nited Kin»rdoni, dapan, many of the-' 
British Colonies and American States have passed similar measures for the 
proteciion of chddren. 1 remind the C^tuncd that even with r(?ffar(l to India 
I cannot claim cany kind of priority or originality for the introduction of the 
Bill. Indeed, some of the Indian States like IfanKla, Batiala. Nahha, Mysore, 
Faridkot.e, Maler Kotha and Hyderabad have already forestalled me. 
Sitici* the introduction of my Bill in t.he (Vmncil, the Punjab .luvonile Smoking 
Bill has passed into law. 

Before 1 conclude, my Lord, I take the liberty of quoting a passage from 
the speech of a memljer of tlu^ House of lieiiresentat.i ves in 1 okio during 
discussion on t.lu* .)a]ianeso .luveiiile Smoking Bill in Decembi'r 1899 ; 

‘ If we expect to make this nation superior to the nations of Europe and 
America, we must notallow our yoiit bs in tlu' common schools (who are to 
become the fathers and mothers of our country in the near future) to smoke. 
If we di^sire to cause tlii' light ol the nation to shiiK' forth over ldi(“ worlil, we 
ought not to follow the example of China and Imlia.’ 

My Lord, 1 need not take up the time of the Council any I'urthm-. 1 know 
1 have got many jiovverful allies here, chief amongst whom is that militant 
knight. Sir Doha Prasad Sarbadhikari, President of the Anti-Smoking Society. 
I commend my Bill to their care.” 

d'he Hon’ble M AiiARA.iAiiiiiRA.iA Baiiaiu k of Burdwa.n said : 

“ My Lord, it is my duty to explain to the Council the attit ude of Coverii- 
ment towards this niotifin. It. is onc' of strict ni'Utrality. Covernment will 
licit her sujiport nor ojiposi* it. 1 hey wish t.hat th(*ie should b<‘ fi<ink ,ind 
free discussion, and official members of the Legislative Council will, therefore, 
be at liberty to speak as they like on the motion. They are, however, asked 
to abstain from voting, as (lovernment desire tin* decision to rest entirely 
with the non-oHi<‘ial reiiresenlat ives. If the motion is carried. (loverniiumt, 
will press for certain amendmeiit.s in tln^ Sek'ct (iomniittf'e. and, if necessary, 
a.t subsequent stages ol the* Bill. Tlu' modifications which Governmtuit 
consider essential if the motion to refer the Bill to a Select Committee is 
carried are — 

(1) TIh' age limit of 21 is /«c<e too high and should be reduced 

to 16. 

(2) Provisions similar l,o those contained in sub-sections (2) and {S) of 

section 43 of the English Children Act. 1908, should be inserted 
in the Bill. In other words. Government consider that the 
provisions of the Bill about cigarettes should also apply to 
tobacco and smoking mixtures, with the exception recognised 
in England that a person shall not be guilty of an offence for 
selling them to a person apparently umler tho age of 16 years, 
if he does not know ami has no reason to believe that it is for 
his personal use. The Bill, as it stands, guards against the 
sale of cigars, cigarettes, biris, pipes or cigarette papers, but 
not against the sale of tobacco other than cigarettes. There is 
a similar omission as regards the power of seizure. Government 
are of opinion that in this matter the English law should be 
followed if the Council decides that legislation is necessary. 
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Kvrr 

(;^) The power to seize cigars, etc., n^feruHl tc» in elaiist* h hIiouKI he 
expressly c‘oiifiiUHl to jxJict' oHion’s iik*1ui1imo’ consiahles) iii 
unifoiiii. I owt^r slioiihi, at the satin' tinn*. In‘ taki'n t > authoiizt' 
any other person to ('XiMvisi^ tin' right ol sei/un'. 1'he olijrct of 
this latter prin'ision is to leave (M>verntnent Thm' to decidt' as to 
tlu' class ol otKci'rs or pi'rsons on whom this diilv may Im^ 
suitably imposed, and, lastly, then' should ht^ a eh'ar provision 
as to t lu> person who shcHild ha\'(.‘ tin* power ol initiating 
])roc(MHlings. 

These are all the remarks, on htdialT ol ( «o\ ernnnMit, that I have to make 
at this stage. As I hav(^ alnxady said, that whih' oHicial nnxnhms are to 
abstain from voting, any member of the (fovm-nnnmt desiring to(*xpress t lunr 
(uvn opinion on the mm*its o?* otlierwisi^ of tin* Hill art' weleomt^ to do so along 
wit h t heir non~otKcial colh'agnes. ’ 


The Hon’ble Hai Radha (-haijan Pai. Haiiaih k sai«l : — 

My Lord, I give my cortlial support to tin* Hill. I entt'red tin* 
(h)iincii wlnm t ht^ Hon’bh^ Mt'inber had thdivt'retl a portion of his spet'ch and 
I could catch oni\‘ out' oi* two of his observations which had rideneu^e to the 
(Calcutta (Ljrporation . lb* said that the sobt'i* ]>ortion of tin' ( ^'orporation 
support ( h 1 tin* Hill. I do not think there t'xists any sntdi dixision as a 
sob(‘r and u nsober portion in tin* (Corporation. riiey a]*e all sob(‘r and they 
hav(' givmi tiH*ir sober sujiport. to tin' Ihll. ^ 


The Hill, I tind, is to apply to (Calcutta in tin* first instance. And I also 
lind that, my Mon’ble frii'iid, tin* movt'r, in (must it, ut mg t he Seh'ct (Cominitti'e 
has ))erhaps overlooked that the Calcutta (Corporation has got a (^laim lobe 
r(*pres(*ntBd on the (Jommitt(‘(e 1dn*r(‘ aie t wo memb(‘rs ol the ( /orpoi-at ion m 
the (Committ(*e — one isSirDeba Prasad Sarba<l hikari who, I take it, has Ix'en 
S(di*cte(l Ix^cause he is the Pia'sident ol tin* Anti-Smokmg Socj»'|y and tin' 
oth(‘r is Mr. Archm-Wood as tin* represmi tati ve ol txliicai lonal interest ami 
not as a memb(*r of tin* ( Corporatnri. Harring t hes(' I vvo gent Icmcn , t ln*r(* are 
no otlier nn‘mbers of t he ( Cfn'poration on t he ( Committee. I theirjore beg leavi* 
to suggest a naiiK^ wdiicdi I think will be (piiti' acci'ptable to tiie (Council — 
a gentleman who look ti vn*rv straight and Irank course m t lu' disiuission 
ol this Hill in the ( Corporal irm — I nn*an Mr. Payne, tin* (yhairman. I 
followed the discussion in the (Jor[)orat nm witli gia'at interest, and I may 
say without hesitation that hi^ is a worthy person to be includinJ in tin' 
'Select Committee and that In* would be of consid(‘rabh* help to my lion bh» 
friend. I, t herefore, would move an amendnH*n( t hat Mr. l*ayne s name' b(* 
*added to the Select ( Committ(*e.” 


The Hon’ble Mu. Kekk said : — 

‘‘My Lord, 1 should like to take advantage of the permission granted 
l>y Your Excellency’s Governm(*nt to make a lt‘w observations on t his Hill, 
not as a hide-bound bureaucrat, but in my much more important capacity <is 
the father of a family. As such, the Hill inteia^sis me vmy greatly and 
there is a good deal that 1 could say about it. I shall, liowevei, confine rny- 
f^eli totwo]x)ints : first, the scope^ of the Hill, and, secondly, tin* macdiinery 
which is provided for carrying out its provisi^^^ns. 

As to the scope of the liill. I think it must have si ruck every father of a 
family, as it has struck me, that it is extremely narrow. The Bill deals with 
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Mr. Kerr. 

what is oiilled juveiiilo smoking, which is nowhere defined though it talks ol 
cigarettes, cigars, pipes and Inns. As the lion hie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan has stated, tln^ Bill does not mention tobacco at all. Now, surely, 
this so-called juvenile smoking is not the most serious or the most frequent 
form of juvenile sin known to those who havi^ experience of chihlren. 1 here 
is the well-known practice of childnm putting their thumbs into the inkpot 
and tlnm sucking tlnun — a practice which, 1 am told by the highi*st medical 
authority, is V(U*y much more* deleterious to the internal organs tlian any 
amount of juvenile smoking. Then, tlien^ is the well-known practice -of 
little boys playing about with cricket balls in the neighbourhood of expensive 
pamm of glass, a ])ractice which is dangmams, not so inuch to the small boys 
t.hemsel V(!S, as to the ])(^o[»l(‘ in tin? neighbourho(Kl. and is also very expensive 
for those who have to pay for replacing th(‘ paneSwof glass. 1 need not give 
further instan(M‘s. Any mcmdier of this Council, who is the father ol a 
family, can add toth(‘ list for himself. 1 would suggest to this Council that 
before^ (unbarking on legislation ol this kind, it would lx* well to appoint a 
larg(^ and repix^scmtati ve (^nnmittni* lo (*onsidm‘ i In* whole qu(‘stion ol 
juv(*nil(‘ sin and losuggc‘St riunedies. 

1 now turn to the (]U(*stion ol macdiinery, which is d(‘alt with in clause 4 
of th(* Bill. The iuachim‘ry th(‘re provided consists of ])olice officers, 
membms of tin* Pri'ventivi' St*rvi(te, memb(>rs ol the* So(*iety lor the 1 reven- 
tion of Crindty to Animals and t(*a(di(‘rs in educational institutions. And 
1 say that this machiin*ry, like tlu* scope ol the Bill, shows a very narrow 
outlook. I must a<.lmit that the Hon’ble Member has done pri^tly W(*ll in 
roping in the whole* ol tin* jxilux* forex* ; that/ gi\'es him about/ ^o.OOO men 
from th(' I nspect-or-( f (uuM'al and tlu* Commissiom*r ol lN)li(X‘ down to tlui last 
joined rixuxiit, and includi^s the oHi(xu*s ol tin* Intelligence Branch and i lu^ 
(ilrimincil Invest igation l)(‘partm(‘nt whose' dett'cMive abilitu*s and S])e(*ial train- 
ing would be us(*fully (*mploy(‘d in work ol this kind. Ihit alttu* we h:»ve 
diHpos(‘d of tin* police, tin* rest ol tin* maidiinery shows a sa<l lading off. 
Mtmib(*rs of t lu* Pr(‘V(*nt,i vi* Si'i’vicx* and memlM^rs of tin* Society lor the Pre- 
vimtion of Cru(*lty to Animals do not, number morc^ than a few liundreds ; and 
I do not (piiti* sei* why th(*y should be considenxl t,o havi* special (jual ifications 
for work of this kind. Pmt what are lio.ttOO num against the whoh* ol tin* 
juvenile j)opulation of Bengal V ddierc* are ph‘nty of people win) have nothing 
to do and are quiti* ready t o intcudeix* with t he bringing u]) ol ot her ])(*oph* s 
families and who would be only too j)h*ased il they w(*re asked to under- 
take functions unde]* this Bill. It si^ems to me, too. that, the Bill should make 
more use of official agency. It will b(^ sei'ii that the function oi the officers 
who are e*mj)loyed under the Bill is to seize cigarettes and such things and 
makethcMn over to tln*ir immediate su]H‘riors lor dis[)osal. I 1 h* iminediate 
superior will ])resumably in most cases finish smoking the cigarette himself. 
Anyhow, the point is that an official always has an immediate superior in his 
near neighbourhocKl, and (‘onsequcnily the official class seems better suited 
than any otlun* class to undertake functions under tliis Bill. 1 thought only 
this morning of om* manner in which the official population might be usefully 
employed in regard to a iiK'asure of this kind. Tlu* popular impression is that 
the ortie(*rs who accompany Your Kxcellency to Darjeeling have nothing to <io 
when they get th(*re, and perhaps if we undertook some important public 
service of a striking character, the opposition to the Darjeeling exodus might 
be ovi rcome and even the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq might be reconciled to 
it. 1 suggest that Secretaries and their Hon’ble Members might go out in 
pairs and patrol the Darjeeling streets, where there is plenty of juvenile 
smoking. The Secretary would seize the cigarette and make it over^ to his 
Hon’ble Member. 1 might go out with Sir Henry Wheeler and Mr. O Malley 
would go out with the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; in this 
way, we should provide free smokes tor our Hon’ble Members, besides per- 
forming a us(dul juiblic service. I only put this by way of suggestion. I say 
that the machinery proposed in the Bill is very narrow and requires further 
consiileral ion before this Council can safely legislate on the subject. 
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The Presidetit ; Mr. Payne : Dr. Abdulla-nD Mumun Suhrawnrdy : 

Mr. M. Asraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

My main objection to the Bill, however, is om* of principh^ 4'he cliildren 
in whom the Hon bio Member^ is iiitert^sred are a]>parently addiett'd to this 
habit of juvenile smoking?. The children in wlnnn I am iiitt resttul an* m»t in 
tlu* least addicted to juvenile smokiiijir. but th(‘y an* adilicied to iliose other 
practices which I have mentioned, and to other ])ra<*t ic< s whu'h 1 havt* not 
mentioned. Now, the (*ffect of this Hill will 1 m^ to oiv<* tin* llon’hh* Mmnl)t*r 
rh(" 8(*rvlci's of the whole ol the police force in hnn^^ino* up his family, wln're- 
as I shall no assistance* from tln^ Bill at all. I am a taxpayt i just the 

saim* as the Hon’ble M(*mbej-, and I ask the (%)uncil whe;ln‘r it is rensonahle 
t hat there should be this enormous dilferent iat ion in favour of t in- lloidble 
Memher. If tliest* public functi<maries an* t.o lx* t‘mt)h>yed in assist. in^uf part'nts 
tc) brin^ up their famili(>s, surely llnui* S(*rvices must he distributed in a fair 
and reasonable manner; otln‘rwisi* t ln*re will lx* trn'at liearthurnin^ and 
jt*alousy. As I understand tin* Ilon’hh' Maharajadhiraja bahadur, I liavi' no 
voi(> on this Bill. I <lo not (luitt* know wliy 1 hav(* no vote. As I havi* said 
hefoix*, 1 am botli a taxpayt^r ami a fatln‘r of a family. llowe\ er. tln*re are 
pKmty of p(u)pl(* who have no voters in this world, so I do not complain about 
this. All I say is that if 1 had a vot.e, I should volt* against the Hill." 

The Pkksidknt said : — 

** I think it would lx* an ad vantajj^t* tti tin* (’ouneil if t liey had l lie vit‘Ws 
of the llon’hh* Me/mixo' who is in cliarjLTt* of tln^ Hill upon t- he a numd men I 
which has hoi*n mov’’ed and also tin* vi(‘ws of the llon’hh* MemlM*r who is I In^ 
su l>j(^ot of tin? amendnUMit. I do not know whet hei- t in* Iloii hh* .\b*mh(*r has 
ascertained from tdm Hon’bh* Mr. Paym* vvln'tln*r In* would ix* willing’ to st*rv<* 
on tin* (Committee. But perhaps tln^ Hon’hle Mr. Havne himst^lf will say 
wln‘t.her ho is wilHiiU’ to s(u*v(*,” 

riie Hon’bb* Mu. Payne said: — 

’* My loni, I should he wiIliiiL*’ tostu'vt' if I am eh*(‘l<*<l. 

'Pin* llon’hle Di:. A iu)Uela-.m.-M amen Smikawak'dv sai<l • — 

I shall b(* v(*ry ^lad to havc^ tin; Hon’ble Mr. Payne in idn* t 'ommitl(*e. 

AhoiP a certain remark madt' by the llon’bh* Uai Hadha ( Miaran Pal 
Hahadur, 1 must say that I know tdn* memhers of the ( 'orjxn’at ion art* all sobm- 
nn*n.” 

ddie PitEsiDEN'i* said ; — 

*’ The amendment before tin* (Tiuncil is that tin* lion hie Mr. Payin* s 
name should be included in tin* list of mmnhers of the S<*lt‘ct ('onnniMee.’ 

The motion was then put in the following' mo lili(*d form and agreetl i.o : 

That the Bengal duvenile Smoking Bill, 1917, lx* r*d«*i red tt) a S(‘hxit 
Committee consisting of the Hon’bh* Sir Nilratan Snrkai, tdn^ lion Ijh* Sir 
Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, the Hon’bh? Mr. Anlen-W ood, t he Hon hh* Ma jor- 
Cem*ral Robinson, i.m.s., the Hon’hle Mr. O Malley, iln* Hon hh* Mr. 
Wordsworth, the Hon’ble Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Hahadur. the Hon hh* 
Mr. Payne and the mover, with instructions to suhmit their ix^txxt after two 
months. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

Resolutions 

{under the rules for the discussion of matters of yenera! inihltc interest). 

The Hon’hle Mr. M. Ashkaf Ai.i Khan (mAnnucRi moved t In^ lolhiwing 
resolution : — 

This Council recoinmends to the Governor in Councnl that in future, 
wherever practicable, suitable MuliamiTiadan officers be appointe<J to hf? 
managers of the Muhammadan estates under the Court of Wards. 
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[,"^Ki) Septemhkr, 


Mr. Cunniiimj. 


Ho said : — 

My loi'd, at first si^lit this sotMiis to ho a raoial quostion. Souio Hindu 
frituids ol' niino have ])oint(‘d it out to luo, and J thought 1 had hotter explain 
it. It has f^ot nothing to do with ra(‘ial quostion at all. I have raised tins 
point only hocausc* in iny opinion Muhaniinadans are host suited lor this 
particular j)urpoHO in tlu^se i)artieular estates. d'h(^ original idea of taking 
th(‘- e.stat(‘s und(u* the (’ourt of Wards was — 1 speak subject to corrootion — 
this : that ( 1 ovorniiKUit woubl bo sun* to g(‘t tlu'ir i(*veniie and would la* able 
to see that the ostalos do not go to rack and ruin. Those are unlike the e*states 
in the liands of tlu^ icu^eivc'rs wlio do not care about the co-sliarers or heirs of 
the estates. But in tlu^ cast* of the* Court of Wards tlioy look into the affairs 
of tlu^ ostat.(‘s and tlu'y b)ok into the (*dujation and upbringing of tin* minors, 
that is, how tlu‘y should bt* brought ac(*ording to tin* manners and customs of 
Muhammadans in case of a Muhammadan family. In the management of 
small(‘r (\stat(*s tin* (%)Urt of Wards manag(‘rs stand in tin* ])lact' pater 
familtas — t!iat is they have got to sec* what tradition the particular families in 
their charge should k(‘ep up to, what sort of so(‘iety thc^ minor should have, 
who should bt* allowed to come n(‘ar the minor and who not. Theses things arc^ 
veuy diffi(*ult for a Hindu manager to find out. ddierc*, may be many relations, 
and the* manag(n’ may not know whom to c*xclud(* from lie* so<*iety of the* 
minors. Tluua* may be relations who have got somi^ ultt*rio» motive's to beconu* 
the* minors’ friends Nowall I legist* things a Muhammadan manageu* will be* 
able to find out more easily than a Hindu manag(*r. ddie n about the (*duca- 
tion ol boys. A Muhammadan manag<*r will be able* to s])()t out a suitable 
Muhammadan te*ach(U' for tlie^ boy, while* a Hindu manage*!* will have* to goby 
oidy the e*<lucational epialification of the* te‘aedie‘r. The e‘harae*le‘r of t lie* boys 
must be* teirmeel frenn the* very be*ginning se) that t lie'y may be^ good citizens 
afterwards. One gets more educiation in se>eie>ty than in se'liools. The*n about 
the (Question of inandage*. Whe*n the* wai*ds attain the*, marriage^abh* age 
they must be marricMl. A suitable match shendd be^ fe)und ; a suitable 
family with whic‘h allianea* can be^ made*. In tlu*se‘ mattci-s ladie‘s ])lay 
an important ])arl. A Hindu manage*!* may not know wh ch family is 
suitable* and wliieh not, or he* might ne)l be* al)le^ to co!ivin(*(* the- ladie‘s about 
the suitability of a family. All t.he*se e.*aii be* ]>eM*fornu‘(i if a suitable 
Muhammadan is ajipointed as the* manage!*, d’heue* is jinothc!* thing — it- is 
the* de^aling with the* ladie*s. Whem the beiys ai*e* to be* se*nt to schools the* first 
op] e^sitaon will come* fi’om the laelie?s. fhey will say if his fathe*r and giand- 
lathe*!* had dean^ we ll wirhcMit ge)ing to se‘he>e)l, why should the* boy be sent. H 
a suitable Mu hamniaelan is ajepomteul, he* will be alite* t o c* 0 !! vince* the ladie*s. J 
have* femnel all this froi!i ])ersonal eex])e*!*ience*. The ladie*s may talk to a Muham- 
madan frenn behind the^ pin dab. ddiat may not be* the case if a Hindu ollicer is 
appointed ddie*!*ed‘e)re this is not a racial ejnestiein. d’his !'ese)lution has only 
been i)!*c!pe)sed for the^ beniefit of the-i Muhammadan wards and 1 commend 
tliis t the* attention e)f the Ce)une*il.” 

The Hon’ble Mh. Cummino said : — 

“My lord, 1 can understai!d the point of view of the Hon’ble Member 
who has put forward this resolution; but, at the same time, I personally 
deplore the tendency to denominationalism which it indicates. I may say at 
emce that CJorernment are not. prepared to acce]!t the resolution in the form 
in which it stands at present ; but, as I shall ex] lain, (jovernment are prepared 
to go a e-e^nsiderable way to meet the Hem’ble* Member. 

What are th(> facts ? In the first place, it should not be overlooked that 
although rdie Coiii*t of Wards may, under the Act which constitutes it, receive 
orders and instructions from Gewernment, yet the Court of Wards Act of 1879 
gives full statutory powers to the Ceiurt of Wards, — not to Government, — to 
entertain such establishment as may be considered requisite for the manage- 
ment of an estate. The Hon’ble Member has referred to some particular 
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Mr, J/. AshraJ AU Khan Chaadhuri : //(,/ //adha ('/in ran I\il linhndar. 

inatUu-s affectiiiil MuhTuiiinadaii wards, tluir t'diieaiiou, ihriv uphrinmntr 
and their marnacre, and h(‘ siH)kc as iT t hr Mana.irrr w(>rn in all cases the 
guanlian oC Muhammadan niinors ; hut I can assure idni t hat t his is net so. 

I can ctM-tainly asHurt^ the Hon’hle inovtu' tliat ImuIi tin* (\»urt of Wards and the 
(Collector do endeavour to obtain th(' advice of Muhannnadans in all inattms 
which afTc^ct the personal concern of Muhammadan minors. 

In the seccnid place, how many castes are allrctiHl hy ihis ri'soliition ? 
'rhe total number of estates bidon^in^ to Muhammadans w hicii an* at |)res(mt 
under th(^ (a)urt of Wards is only nine. One of l!u*se is mana^t'd by a 
Muhannnadan, live by Hindus and two l)y Kuro}h‘ans, and in (^mtlu' Mana/LTcr 
lias not y(‘t been appointed. Out of tlu' seven i‘stat(^s whi<‘h an^ mana^rd by non- 
Muhammadans, four ajL^ain ari' small estata^s which, for reasons of economy, are 
mana^Hl jointly with Hindu estates. It is evidtmt, thcri'fori'. t hat *t heri^ 
are only three Muhammadan estat(‘s whi(di can reasonably bt* covered by the 
Ilon’ble Menilx'r’s resolution. 

In the third plac(% the Court of Wards as a trusttx; is bound to appoint 
the most suitable canditlate available, aiid in doiiujf so. the (%)urt has. in tln^ 
])ast. ^iven full and syni j latln^tie consideration to lln^ wisli(‘s ol propriet ois. 
'bo aid in the stdection of candida((‘s, the Cxun t maintains a r(‘jL^ister of appli- 
(aants for manag’erships. I find that out of t h(‘ <S:i nam(‘s which an^ now on 
th(^ reg'ister, tlieia* are only tlnax^ Muhammadans. It is. tin refoia*, a fair infei- 
ence that tin* number of M uhammadans who oHer tlnunsel ves is ext numbly small. 
Itniayb(‘ said at oihh* that tln^ ('ourt of Wards is in sympathy uith tin' objix't 
which the Hon ble inoviu* has m \’it*w. and t hat in accordance \Nitli it,s usual 
practical it doi^s pay special attmitdou tot.ln‘ (damis of Mnhamma<lan candidates 
as Mana^‘(*rs of Muhammadan estates ; but it cannot bind it, si'll* to ap])Oint a 
Muliannnadan in all eases, or as t lu' n^solution naads, whma'ver practicable, as 
this may not, (expedient oi* iinhxul may be oppose.d to t he wishes of t he ward, 
even if a suitable Muhammadan can Ix^ found. 

I may state, on l)ehalf of tin* (x)Urt of Wards, how(‘\xM*, in connection 
with th(‘ tliret^ estates, to which 1 havr' already lad’crnMi, that if in the future 
tln^ management of any of t hem becoim^s va<*ant, t he (^xirt of W ards will lx* 
quite willinp^ to pnden^nce to a Muhammadan ap))licant ov«*r a Hindu 

witli equal qualifications. 

In view of this statcunont of facts, perhaf)S, the Hon’bJi* Mf)\’er miu’hi see 
his way not to jiress tln^ resolution ; oi . in the altmuiati ve, if he wm i; j)r<‘pare(i 
to add tlu* words ‘and ch^sirabh* ’ after tlu* wools * wheri'ver practi(*able ’. 
(TOV(*rnment would Ix^ pn*par(*d toacc(q>t the resolution in its ameruhxl form, 
rh# resolution would then run as follows : — 

‘This Council recommends to tlu* fiovernor in Council that in luture, 
wherever practicable and d(^Kirable, suitabh^ Muhammadan olliixus be appoint- 
ed to be managers of the Muhammadan (‘states und<*r the. Court of Wards.’ 

I sug’^jest these two alternatives to tlu^ Hon’bh*. Member. ” 

bhe Hon’ble Mr. M. Abhraf Ali Khan Chafdhfki said ; — 

I accept the amendment.” 

The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan PaIv Bahadur said : — 

** I submit, my Lord, that due notice has not bomi given f>f this amend—' 
ment to the Council according to the rules. 
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[Srd September, 
The President ; Rai Radha Charon Pal Bahadur. 

The PiiKHiDENT said : — 

“ Tile rule is as follows. Any Hon’lile meinbev can object to an amend- 
nient being moviMl unless due notic(‘ has been given. But the President has got 
power, if he tliinks it desi?*able, to suspend that rule. It is not clear whether 
the Hon’blf‘ Meinbei* objects to the amendment being moved 


The Ilon’bb^ Pai Padua Chakan Pal Baiiaduk said ; — 

“ I think due notice of that amendment should Ix^ given and therefore 
aee<^rding t o tlu' ruhis, I obj(‘et to the amendment being moved at this stage. 
1 want to Hj)(‘ak K()in(‘thing on this amendment if your Lordshif) will permit 
mo bcdore thf' (jm^stion as a whole is takfm up.” 

The Pkksidem said : — 

‘‘ Th(* Hon’ble M(unl)er is now making an objection to the amendment 
being })Ut and if Ik* wishers to say anything on that [)oint lu^ may do so. But 
he must confim* his remarks to his n^asons for my not putting the amendiiumt 
to the ( /ouncil.” 


I'lie Ifon’bh^ 1 {ai Padua (Juaran Pal Bajiadcu: said : — 

As the notice of the amendment now i)ropo8(*d by tin* llon’bl(* Mr. 
Cumming was nol given to us, we are not in a position now to state our objec- 
tions very fully. On l hat ground 1 oppos(> the amendment at present.” 


The President said : — 

III view of the fact that the movtu’ of the resolution is prepared to 
aiH^epI t.lu* amendment, I do not consider that the Ilon’bh* Member’s objection 
should prevail. Therefore, in exercise of my [lower. 1 suspend the rules and 
allow the. amendment to be put before the (>>uncil. The amendment is now 
liefore the Council.” 


The H on’bh* Pa I Padua Chakan Pai. Bahadur said : — 

T oppose the original resolution as well as the amendnumt. J may 
say that no casi^ has been made out for moving that resolution. In the first 
place, the sp(H*ch of my Hon’ble friend does not disclose any ground for 
the acceptance' of the resolution. In the motion tln^ (xovernment are 
requested to makiwi sort of ruling that in future whenever practicable and 
desirable, suitahh' Muhammadan officers should be appointed to certain posts, 
1 do not at all object to Muhammadan officers being appointed to any |X)st, but 1 
object to a resolution being framed in a sectarian spirit. We are not of course 
willing to hamper (he wislies or tlu' advancement of tlio Muhammadan 
community in any vvay. But it is against the declared policy of Government 
to decide such matters in a sectarian spirit. It has been stated my lord, that 
there are niiu' Muhammadan estates under thel'ourt of Wards, two or three 
of which are managed l>y Muhammadan Managers, five by Hindu Managers 
and for the remaining estate, tlu* manager has not yet been appointed. Iffie 
appointments are in the hands of Government who are not unfriendly to 
Muhammadan interests and the appointments are tilled up, I have no doubt, 
having due regard to the claims of Muhammadans. I therefore fail to see any 
urgent reason for moving this i-esolutioii. Another reason has been put for- 
ward and it is this : that the education of the wards would be better 
conducted by Muhammadan officers who could also act as their guardian 
tutors. There are big estates, my lord, belonging to both Hindu and 
Muhammadan zamindars which are administered by European officers and 
t do not think that as yet any difficulty has arisen with regard to the educa- 
tion of the wards or the social prestige of the family in these estates. In 
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caHOH «c)cial or educational inattt*rs. tht* Manager always consults tlic 

wishes of tin' family or seeks the advice of a reprt'smit at i vt* ineinher of the 
community connected with the ianidy and acMs ac<u)rdingly and thiM'i^ has 
|)Men no diHi<mlty in this connection. 1 do not think any east' has ln'cn 
made out for passing this l•(‘solution and I oppose it. not lor th(‘ purpose of 
opposing Muhammadan intcna^sts hut h(n*aiis(‘ w»‘ as a t'onncil, should in^t 
pass a resolution on si^ctarian liiUAS. 

The Hon’hle Mk. Ashuaf Am Khan (hiAroiirui said : — 

‘‘ My lord, I can assure tln^ Hon l>le Uai Kadlia (Miaran Hal Ikihadur (hat 
1 am not ^oing to mix t.lu‘ two runctions of ^uard ian-t ut or and manager into 
oru‘. My Hon’hle I rnuid says lu' has no ohjeetion ifin tlu* intt rt‘st » >1' t he ('st at e 
a Muhammadan otticer is appointed. He was not opposi'd to Muhammadan 
int(*rest. In small (‘statt^s tln'y cannot allord to k(‘(‘j) a mana^m* and aLiain 
a ^uardian-tutoi*. IF tli(‘y have' to appoint- a guardian-tutor they wcuild ^et 
an ordinary man on Us. .^lO or Us. 1(H), hut if then* is a Muhammadan 
manager he can at the sam(‘ tim<‘ do or hel|> in t ht' work ol 1 h(‘ j^uardian- 
t iitor of t he ward. TluM*efore, it is in t ht> int iwest- of tin* minor and t-ln* t'st.at(* 
that a Muhammadan Managin' sliould lx* appoint.(‘d. A Hindu t)irn*(M'is no.* 
ex|)(H'.t(*d to know th(^ id iosymnanh ('s, t.li<^ manm‘rs and customs, which ]>lay an 
important ]>art in tdu‘ upbringing of a Muhammadan hoy and make a gooil 
<utizen of him ddu'ia* ariMime t*statt's in Ueiigal of wliich twoan^ managi'd 
l)y Kurop(^ans, fiv(‘ hy Hindus and om^ hy a Muhammadan. ddi('r(‘ may he 
<!as(*s where it is (h^sirahh* and pra(‘tacahh* to g(‘t t in* s<*rv na^s of an Indian 

(livil Service* man. I hav(* no ol)Je(Uion lo that — thosi* (^stat(*K may he very 

hig — that is not the point. Th(*re is no knowing that, in fiitun* t.lnu-e will not 
h(‘ mor(.» Muhammadan Kstates nmh'r thei-ouri. of Wards. My rf'solution, as 
aimmdtMl hy tin* Hond)h‘Mr. ( himining, <lo(^s not say that there should lx* a lianl 
and fast ruh* for appointing Muhammadans. All I want is that. wImm’c tin* 
M uliamm.'idans are laxpiired thc’v should he there It was said that no 
<'oinplaints are niad<‘. From tin* vm'v heginning the Hindus were* t-ln*re. 
Some of th(* wards ari* educ:it(*d and some not, '*'hosc who an* (uln(;at(xl 

hav(» [lerhaps got nothing to eoni})lain of c'lnd t.hose who are not educat.(*<l 

<^annot complain owing to their ignorainn*. I think I have made out. a ^’erv 
strong case and I would ju'ess it t.o the (Council. 


ddn* PuKsiDENi sail! : — 

“'To the original motion an aimuidment. has Ix^t*!! made that tdie wor<lH 
and d(*!sirahh^ ’ Ik* insmMed after tin* words ‘ whereviu’ prac.t ica hli*. 

riit* c[uest/ion that I hav(3 t.o jun to the (k>uncil now is that the amond- 
nieiit h(^ made.” 

The motion was tln‘n put in the l<»llowmg moliH<Kl lorin and agr*'o<l 
to ; — 

This (Jouncil recommends to the riov(*rnor in ^Jouncil th;it m lutuie, 
Nvln‘rev(M* practniahh* ami d(*siT’ahh‘, suit.ahie M n ioammailan oificers lx* 
appointed to lx* Managers of tln^ Muliammadan (‘states under t.lie (>ourt of 

W^ards.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM Ho. 6. 


The Hon’hle Babu S(jRt:Ni)KA Nath Ray mov(*d the following resoJution : 

This Council rf^commendH to the Cov.-rnor in Oounoil that the U>oal 
Government may he pleased to recognise the Calcutta MtHiical Sclioc^l and 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Bengal, for the purpfwes of the Schedule 
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to Act VI of 1914, in order that the holders of certincates granted by 

the said school may l)e entitled to have tlnnr iiaineR entered in the register 
of registereil pra(itit ioriers. 


Ho said : — 

“ My Lord, tln^ Ihmgal Medical Act which is known as Bengal Act VI of 
1914 was passed by your Lordship’s (Government in 1914. It was an Act to 
provide* for tln^- r(‘gistratioii of medical practitioners in Bengal. In the 
Schedule to tin* Act w(* hnd the persons who are entitled to have their naiiK^s 
entered in the Ib^gister and among others we find — 

Kvery p(n*son who has been traim^d in a (Tovernment Medical College 
or School in India or in a mcMlic.al School in India not maintained but recog- 
nised by l h(‘ Local ( Jovt^rnmont, for the purposes of this scaedule, by 
notification in tlu* Calcutta Gazette, and holds a diploma or certificates, 
granted by the (jovernment, or granted by a Medical School not maintained 
by (Government but r(*cognise<l as afort^said, d(‘claring him to l>e qualified — 

(а) to practise medicine, surgery and midwibu\y, or 

(б) to tHU’form the duti(^s of military Assistant Surgeon, Hospital 

Assistant or Sub-Assistant Surgeon. 


In liUfi. an Act was passed by the Imperial Legislative' (.ouncil being 
Act VII of 191(bt.o n'gulati' the grant of titles implying (jualifications in 
Western medical science, and the right to confer degn‘cs was specificnl in t he 
Schedule to that Ac^t, as w(dl as by su(di other authority as the (Jovernor- 
( General in (Council may, by notification in the* Gazette af India authorize 
in this behalf ; and in the. Gazette of India of the 12th January 1918, we find 
the following notification: — 

In (‘xenuse of tin* poW(U*s (jonbu'red by S(*ction 3 of tin* Indian Medical 
Degrees Act, 19U) [Act VII of 191fi) the (Governor-( iemu*al in t'ouncil is 
pleased to authorize* the institution now knowm as th(' (-alcutta Medical 
S(diool and ('ollege of Physicians and Surgeons of Ih'ugal, situated in 
Belgachia ((Jalculta) l.o grant i^ertificates of attendance' and proficiemt-y To 
suidi stinb'nts as shall hav(> passe'd tin* fourth year examination of the said 
institution [ir’or to the Ifith March 3918, subject, to the' following conditions, 
viz. . — 

(1) that siuth students shall have* conqileted their second year’s 
tuition prior to the 16th March 1916, and shall have passed rlu^ 
st'cond year examination of tlu* said institution held in March. 
1916; 

(^2) that siudj students shall have passeil the third yeai examination 
of the said institution prior to tlu' 16th March 1917 ; and 
v3) that the said institution shall, pi-ior to the 16th June 1918, furnish 
to the satisfaction of the Surgeon-General with the Govern- 
nu'iit of Bengal, evidence' that such studc'nts have passed the 
fourth year examination of the said institution. 

It will be seen that under the notification of the Gazette oj India, the 
Calcutta Medical School and (\Jlege of Physicians and Surgeons of Bengal 
situated at Belgachia has been recognised by the Government of India as a 
(College authorised to grant certificates of attendance and proficiency to 
certain students of the College. Under the rule as it now stands the 
students of the said Belgachia College are not authorised to have their names 
entered in the Register of Registered Practitioners because the said College 
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has not hetni notified in the Ca/cuftn iiazcite as one iee()_Miis(>d hv Govern- 
niont. lhi« IS no doul)t very anomalous, hut still i lie anomaly omhis. As 
under the Hemral Mediea Act oi 191t. medieal practitioners who have not 
got their names entered in the Itegist.-r of liegistered l*raet it ioners are 
deprived of certain valued privileges and as ih.. Uelgaehia t'ollege has now 
been recognised hy the Government of India as a College eompetent to grant 
certificates of prolicieney to (‘ertain of its students, 1 hope yom Lordship’s 
Goa’crnmeiit will also n-eognise tin said College hy notifyiiiu the said fact 
the Calcutta (jlazetfe. 


in 


Thr. Helg-acliia^ Mtalical its aliiliatufii !.> tin* ( alciiita 

llniversity in 1 h 1 h, consistiHl of a non-attiliatod kcIkmJ ticpait intnl ami a 
non-affiliated Collug*^ 1 )epart It was in \[)[ \ tl,at tin* sclnH»| di‘pari^ 

niL'iit was clostul and i lu* old (Jollt*i2rt‘ Dc^partnient was r(*plao(‘d by a first 
gi’iidt" University and lliis after a s(*nos of nv;jfotaal ions with tin* 

(iovernniont. Fra^sh admissions both in tin' old sriiool di'partnn'iit and 
<\)lloge L)(‘p.irtmont wt-n* stoppod, but it was uinbu'sioiHl that all (‘xisting 
si udonts would bn givvn imato lavilitios I o (pialify tlit‘ms(‘l vrs. I ought 

to iinmtion have tliat in the oas(' of studtmts of tho Oollog(‘ l)n])arMnont witli 
a live ycaars’ cui'riculuni, tho last bateh of stinbrnts Wi'ri* admitted in 
and in the seh(K>I department with a four yt'ar’s eiirricubim, tin* last batch 
w(‘re admitt(‘d in IhKb d'hesi' students* at tin' time of tbeir admission 
eit her in t he (^ollegf* or in tlio sfdiool depart nnuit, nevcu* tJionglit of tln^ pasH- 
ing of th(‘ P>engal Medieal Act of lt)l | nor did tlnw war think that an 
Institution known as the Meiigal M('fli(^al Fa(*nlty would be created, to add 
to their diffieuJties. Tin* MiMlical Di'grees Act wuis passed in l!M6l)ytln‘ 
(iovernnuMit of India, 'idn' (‘fleet of the })asKing of this A(U w\as to (h'prive 
all privately managt^d medical inst itut ions such as tin' H('lga(*hia Institution 
ol the power of granting diplrunas or a rc'gist ruble (M'rtifleat e. 'rin‘ Uov(‘rn- 
nuuit of India liavt', as I hava^ alrc^ady staled, by a notifi(‘ation in tin' (iazrtie 
of India authorisei^ tlif‘ Belga(diia (h)Ileg*^' to grant ec^rt ificates of at teinlance and 
jfroficiency to (v^rtain studfuits ol' tiie Uolh^gt* who liav<* got tlnhr admissions 
lM‘(o?*e Ifll l. I move that the saiti scIkk)! may b(‘ reeognistGl by youi’ Lord- 
ship’s Oovernment liy a not ification in tln^ Calcutta so as to bring 

t ln‘ institution under I In^ provisions of tln^ Ih'iigal Medieval A(‘t of Iflll and 
thus (uiabh^ (tortain qiialififMl stinbuitK to registoi' t hen’ names under i In* said 
Aet. 


Wlien tlu^ Medical Act was ))assf'd in Fngland in 1H5S all the so called 
medical practitioin'rs, whc^tln^r properly or irn‘gularly (]ualifi'*d, w’(*re d(‘elare(l 
enfith'd to bc‘ registered by Section X\ II and SelnMlnle M oi t-ln* Act and by 
Section XL VI of tlio same Act tln‘ g(‘in‘ral (council wn*r(‘ empow(M’(‘d to 
dispense wdth any provisions of the Act in favour of, among ot hers, such 
medical students as bad commen(*(‘<l their prob^ssional -tmin^s ixdon* tb(' 
passing of the Aet. 


The Bengal Mculical Act of liU t, stands in tin* way of a number of st udents 
who got admission as students of the Btdgachni School and (yollegt* bf*fore the 
f)a8Hing of the Act, even if they ])aHsod the necessary (^xamiiiat ion of tin* school 
^ind college' and obtained c<*rtiticat es of proficiency under the Indian M fM li(‘al 
D(-grees Act of 1916 of having their nanu's entered in the Register ol Register- 
Practitioners. But if tin? said Scliool and Ch>llcge Ix' roeognised bv \oiir 
I.<ordship’R Government by a notification in the (^nhyutta (i(xzf*t t f\ tlu' bar now 
standing in their way will be tannovred. 

My resolution only aims at re'coginzing tin* c(o t ificate'S of f)roficifmcy eif 
thos(^ who hav’^e passed from the Belgacliia School ami College aftf*r l!U4, 
after the passing of the Bi'iigal M^'dical Act. and not thona who have dmie so 
hofore the passing of the Act. 



914 Resoluiiom, [3ki> Skptembkk^ 

Sir Nilratan Sarkar ; Rat M. C. Miira Bahadur; Bahu K, M. Chaudhuri, 


I know, an a matter of faet that some of the diploma-holders of the Insti- 
tution are working with credit to themselves and satisfaction to the* College 
authorities as House Surgeons in the Albert Victor Hospital attached to the 
Belgachia Medical College, but they will be placed a gn^at disadvantage in 
competition with their fellow ])ractitioners who hav(^ the privilege of having 
their names enl-erod in th<* R(^gister of Registered Pracjtitioners. The conces- 
sion 1 ask for is one that in justices and in all fairness ought to be conceded. 
I hope Your Lordsliips’ (Jovernment will see their way to accept my resoJu- 
tion. 


The Hon’bh^ Sir Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

“ My lord. I t liink it my duty to KU[>port this resolution. The case of 
thest^ }»<)()]• student s is vory hard indeed. Th(\v took t heir admission into the 
Calcutta Mt‘dieal Scliool and Coll(^g(‘. of Pliysicians and Siirgt'ons, Bengal, 
with th(‘ idea that, tlioy would ('ventualJy l)(‘ [)ermitted to go up for the State 
Faculty Kxaminaiion ; but before they were there for two or thrive years they 
learnt to tlnnr great disap{)ointment that it would not be possiltle further 
to go up for thes(‘ examinations. Sonu* concession was granted for two 
years, l)Ut t hat coiu'Cssion did not apply to the case of these students. The 
Resolution of this Counbil of January last might have given thorn an 
opportunity if that R(‘,solut ion had befui given effe(‘t to wholly. But only ont" 
f)ortion of it was giv(*n (dlect to. Tlnnr numl)(*r is not large, in fact, only 
about thirty. JMit' (volh^ge of Physicians and tlie Calcutta Medical School 
hav(‘ now l)e(‘n merginl into one Colh^ge which is affiliatiul to the Calcutta 
tini v('rsit y. So, tlnu’c* is no possibility of the multiplication of this class of 
students. 1 pray that- t.h(‘ conc(^ssion asked for in this rt‘Solution may be^ 
grant ('d to tin* pcK)r studtuits.” 


Tin* 11 on’bh* Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“My lord, I b(>g to sujrport. tin* r(*solution movcul by the lloii’ble Babu 
Surendra Nat h Ray. Then* can b(^ no doubt tliat th('S(* poor students hav(‘ 
be(‘n strand(*d in a ditliciilt situation. They havc^ becui re'ceiving their (*duca- 
tion in a scJiool and they are now told, on account of tin* jiassing of tin* Act of 
19 IS, tln*y art* not (*n titled to g(*t registration. Now if the Council recom- 
mends tliat. tln‘ir nann^s be regist (*r(‘d , that may lx. another step, d'he Hon’bit* 
Babu Surt*ndra Nath Ray lias ndernid to certain pr(*ccdents, namely, the 
procedurt* that was observtxl in England on account of the passing of a 
C(‘rtain Act. All tln'st* matteis d(‘mand tin* conslch*ration of the t'ouncil and 
also vvhi*tln*r any t>fl'*ctivo step can be taken for the ])iirpo8es of having them 
r(*gistcn*d. 1 solicit tin* Council to consider that if there be any legal 
difliculty, I submit, it can be obviat(*d by the extr*aordinary power wdiich your 
Excudlcncy posS(^ss(*s and this Ctaincil possi'ss and have these students 
registered as jrractitioners. The final school test may be considered as the 
standard of qualification and there is no necessity of making them pass other 
examinations in order to see whether they are fit and competent to be 
registert>d as practitioners. These are my views, my lord, as regards this 
morion”. 


Tin* Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

“ My lord, 1 fully support the resolution moved by my Hon’ble friend. 
The demand is a very modest one. Only a limited number of students have 
been put to great difficulty through no fault of theirs. I fully sympathise 
with them. It is not necessary to repeat the arguments that have already 
been submitted before the Council. I support those arguments, and T hope 
the concession will be granted.’' 
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The Hon'KU* Sik Hknky Wiikki.kh said : — 

" My lord, this is one of the Ironhlesonu^ Kesolutions ecnneeted wilh the 
adimuistration of the two Medical Ads. and is in a wav an ei lio of th« 
liesolution Inal was inovod iii this (\)uikm 1 last January W'hon I sav 
• troublesome llesolutions ’. 1 mean that it is diflicult hriellv i.) explain whal is 
u soinewliat technical suhiect and it is not easy for persons— non-techni<inl 
persons— not fully acquaiiaeil with all the aspe< is of the ease, to appreeiute 
technieal dotads and diftieulties. I am afraid ilien>for<‘. I shall have to 
recapitulate to some extent the old history of l h.-so Medieal Acts, as passed 
both I'y the heiifral Legislativi^ Conn al and that of the (biverninent of Imlia 
allhoiigh it must be already known to some llon ble Members, and althoutfh. 
Ill fact, so:ne actually took jiart in tlie local lejfisl.ation. 


In the old days there was no sp.cial lepslation de.alintr with medical 
dcfTiees at all, ludtlu'r did the necessity of havintr such legislation attract the 
attention of < iovernment till aliout the years 1 90.6-07 when thi' matter came 
tea Ik'U.I in Calcutta in this way. In th.> («arly eighiies flierc hail been one 
non-otlicial medical school in Calcutta, but betwe(«n 190.6-07, owing to dis- 
.agreeinent betw.'.en tin' promoters of that school, eeriain of them on various 
ociaasions sjilit oil ami lounded otlier institutions, with the result I liat towards 
tlie en.l oi that period, Covernnieiit found itsell confront(‘d in (hilcui.tn with 
three more non-oflicial schools competing with one ;inother and giving a 
so-calh>d medical education which was not of aiiv rccogiiiseii satisfactory typo. 
I do not wish I o revive, old animosities or bitterness by repeating the in'ili- 
cisnis advanced against t.hest' schools. Sonu' oi i-heni Wen* coininonlv styled 
diploma-shops, t hat is to .say. siecalled schools where, by I he jiavmont of 
certain fees, sl.mients {rouhl, at t he end ol a cert.ain jieriod. obtain a so-(*allo<i 
medical diploma, though it in no sense connoted a di'grci* of training 
possess(*d by itu*!! lully ipialilied in Westi*rn medical science. ( iov»*rtimnnt, 
finding it self, thendori', lac(*d wilii this situation, projiosed legislation as f.ar 
liackas 19(IS ; and 1 lay stress upon this dale in onh-r to n'fute tlie stalenieni 
I hat is soinetirru^s iJiat all tlii< Icjj^islat m > n upon tin* iiniiappy lioys 

stutlyinjGf in tJjosi* s(!lio()ls as a IkiIi frfHii tin* lJut*. Ii was notJiin^ of tin 
kind ; I In* (jueHtion of tliis h^^islation ro^’ardin^' medical rc'^istrat ion was 
in tli(‘ ail’ for years. As I have said. < In* Locial f lovinm nam t actually 

proposed lu^’islation in IiM)8. It. went uf> lo titc ( iovcrnnarit of Inc^ia. 
who at t.lial tinier said that if wi* wanl.i^l to l(‘^jfislaie it mil’ll t (*xcit.(* a 
ct‘rtain amount of opjiosit ion. Jdi(‘y aii vised us to try and all iJjcse nuMlical 
lH)di(‘s to coiiK^ tog'tM Inn* and found a first class non-oflicia! inc(iic«al scdiool 
vvduch cu)uld secure^ a pro[»(M' rcco;T:nit ion. For ahout, three or four years the 
local Govcrnminit st rove in m^^ot iat ir)n vsdth t he promot<‘rH of thesf* hcIkk^Is to 
(*onjc t.o such an arran^em<‘nt . T was Mclical Sccr<*tary at that, iiim^ and 
a(*tually tc)ok part in thosi^ nc^otiationH, whudi, hrmever, faded, as tJjc people 
who wi^rc inter(^^te I in indi\i<lua] institutions (a>uld not a^n‘e as to which 
was practically to ahsorh the othei s. 'riun't foi i*. all that time t he mat ter 
remained undecidfMl, until wi* (;am»‘ to 191 when th(^ local Goviumment a^ain 
prOjiosed the l(‘gislation whieli ultimately hoeaine the IJen^al M(‘dieal Act. 
ft was inti'od iKau] in Df^Cfunhei' 1913 and passed in 1914. I a^am (^ull tlie 
attention of the ( Ifi-ineil to the <lat(‘s. Shfn tly a ftfo* wai*<ls the Government of 
India, in Septfunher 191o, intro lu(*ed tlie Indian .Medical lle^^rees liill, and 
that was passed into La w in Mareli ' 9H). Thci'efore. tli*' nioilieal h^^islation in 
this country of th(^ particular kind with which w(* arc now conc<‘rn»Ml. consists 
of two Acts — one is the Bcng-al Medical Art of 1!»14 and the fjtlier is the All- 
India Act of 1916. 


I will now explain what these two Acts j)uri)ort to do. Gur Act of 1914 
created a Medical Council, consisting ol professional mfm, to n?^uhiU? the 
efficient conduct and practise of that section of the medical profession wliicfi 
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iollowH Westrin methods. Tlu‘ Medical Council was entrustc^d with the 
framing of a n^gistei- of medi(;al men who wen* recognised as lioiding satis- 
factory (|ualitications, after scrutiny of the a])plicants foi* legistration. The 
fact of ultimately Ixung put on the register gave an enhanced status to the 
registered practitioinM- as compared with the non-rf‘gisten}d. That is what 
the Act of 1914 did, and the (legrees recognised were either those which arc* 
recognised as registrahle und(‘r the English law or which are c )nfern*d l)y tlie 
Universities, (Tc., of this country. Such degrees were specified in a schedule 
a[)pen<led to the Act. Later, the Act of 1916, which applitnl to all India, enncled 
that no p(U*son who is not authorise^!, and no institution which is lujt r(K;og- 
nised, sliould grant degrees purporting to say that the holder is qualifi<‘d to 
practise \Vest(*rn medical science ; and that anybody who uses a colourable 
imitation of tbe well-known degnn^s. such as M.L)., L.R.C.P., etc., shall be 
liable^ to proseeution, the intent b(*ing that such (i()gre(‘s should connote a 
(hifinite standard of efli(d(‘nt medical education, and that ))(M)ple should not be 
allowed to d(‘cciv(‘ the [)nblic by using somewhat similar letters, nsiially 
accompani(*d by qualifying words which migbl, not ordinarily catch tin* (\ve. 
which might. b*.ad tln^ ordinary layman to take them as d(‘gr(*(^s of t he estab- 
lished Universiti(‘s. Thcsc\llien, are the" two (existing Acts, and I would 
enqiliasise one matter in regard to them, that neither of these iwcj Acts 
prev('rits a ptu’sori from practising in(*dicino. That is a jxnnt which is often 
overl(K)ked when we ln*ar about ihest' ])oor students: tliey can practise to- 
morrow ; only unless tliey can satisfy the standard of the Acts, they (ainiio 
repres(*nt to the public that th(\v arc what tht\v arc* not.. 


Now, this b(‘ing tin* law, wc* come to the partic*ular i*c*eoinm(uidation of 
the Kt^solution, which asks us to recognist' this Calcutta Mc^iieal School. 
cMunmoiily known as the Belgachia Institution, for the purj)()Se of tin* scInMluh* 
of the Act of 1914 ; that is to say, we are to recognise it as an institution 
which is entitled to grant, a degree, or a title, or a e(‘rtifieate of qualification, 
of a standard equal to the otli(*rs which are included in the sclnnluh* to 
that Act ; and the section which has a ])arti(Hilar bearing on the action which 
we are aske^d to take is section 18. When wt* starred, wc^ ])nt into our 
s(‘hedule tin* (‘xist.ing (‘fhciont institutions, but obviously otln'r in‘vv institu 
tions of a perfectly efficient tyj)C‘ might snbs(H|iu*ntly conn* into bt*ing. 
Tln‘refon‘, the Act t(ok pow{*i to put them in tin* schedule*, and tin* sect.ion 
say^ that if t he Medical Council art' satisH(*d that such an institution is of 
an (dlicicnt type, tln‘y can n*comm(*nd its inclusion to tin* Local Cov(*riim(‘nt. 
Jt is under that section that wt* art* ask(*(l, as a Local Covcuaiment, to inchuh* 
lids Belgachia Institution in tin* schediih*. 

Now, as 1,0 tin* proccMlure propost‘(l. The proct^dure of the Act is one 
dt*aling with a proh^ssional subji^et. It rightly })uts the judgment on a 
professional subject into tin* hands •)f professional men ; tlu'y examim* the 
qualifications of each institution, and certify to the Local Government, wliere- 
uj)on tin* Local Governirn*nt acts. I submit that tliis is the wdse metlnxi of 
coming to a decision on a subject involving professional cpialifi cations. But, 
dcqiarting from that wise ]>rocedure of tin* Act, Government is now* asked 
to intervene in the interests of a particular institution, sweeping aside this 
recognised body of the M(»dical ( ’ouneil which is its accredited adviser in 
these matters. I put it ti> the (/ounoil that that is a political departure of 
a bad type, merely as a matter of procedure. 

4Miere are, however, other objections on the merit s. As [ have already 
said, what we are asked to do is to say that the Belgachia School is an 
institution which can give a registerable degree. Now\ at no time has the 
Belgachia Institution ever granted a title or a cyertifieate of qualifications 
which has been accepted as a sufficient guarantee of an efficient medical 
eilucation ; neither has it done so even since the days of its affiliation. It 
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is not an oxaimmng ncuy oven now. it,« sin len.s have never ^nnie up for 
any recognised degree exaininalions of it.. ,,vvn. and this institution has 
never given a title or certificate whicl. would .niuhle ns. ev.ni if we w-inted 
to do so. to put It in the schedule. What Belgac-hia used to gram la^fore the 
days oltlu' Medical Degrees Act of 1916, were tho.se d, agrees to which I have 
referred as colourable imitations of the better known degr.-es That Nvas 
of course, stopped by the Act of 1916, and it is a very r.devani point that 
when our Act of 1914 was liefore the (%)uucil. aiueudnients W(>re nctuallv 
moved, suggesting that the Belgacliia diploiiuas sliould be niad(< ii'gisi rable, 
but they vvei e m*gativcd, 1 hat< is l.o say, the matter was consitlered at tlu^ 
time ami decided against llelgachia. However, as I liave exiilaim'd, bidore 
the Act of 1916 they gave diplomas of a kind, and tin- Ilon’ble Meml>er who. 
moved this Resolution <loes not semn to appreciate that if we give eflect to it 
all tliese (liplomas will at once Ixa-onic r.'gistralde. Therefore, W(« sliould bi- 
in the ridiculous posit ioii of having enaeted legislation t‘sp(‘cially to prejudice 
these iliplomas which are regarded as of an undesirable type, and then liaving 
got t hat^ legislation through (Uuiiicil, and m spile of il, ol saying tlmi tlii'se 
dililomas shall lie registrable, d'hal. jiosition is suiely absurd, ,aml if iliat is 
so as regards thest' old diplomas, it is more so as reganis tlu' new eertilieates, 
and tlie argument really disposes of the second part of the n'solution, vvhieli 
turns on the use of the word ‘ cm-tifii-ati'.’ because a <liploma connob's some- 
thing higher than a certificate. It follows as a matter of course* that if you 
cannot properly register a diploma, you cannot properly register a certificate. 
But as this word ‘certificate’ has bi'cn introduced, ami may lead to misunder- 
standing, I must take iiii the time of the ('’onm il in I'Xplaining further details. 


Alter the Acl. ol 191 I was passed, the Si.ati* Medical Faculty institaifed 
an examination of its own carrying a registrable (lualification. When that 
.\ct was under discussion in this noiincil, it was urged that it would be 
very bard luck if persons who were already in |)raetiee were not allowed to 
ap{iear at that examination. It was said that we were going to take away 
the means of livelihood from th(*se men through no fault of their own, and 
in order to meet their case, a “ transitory clause ” was enacted, which, for a 
period of two yi'ars, allowed people logo up for i.he Faculty Fxaminatioii on a 
isertifie.ate that they load undergone a full course of training in any medical 
college or s(;liool. 'Piiat is tlu^ kind ol oortiHcatos which hut 

altliou^h t he ti'anHitoi y clause was UKuaut pninariJy foi’ cxistiiipf pracl itioiicrs. 
t!i<‘ rTOVHrnirK'nt ol' oui- f)rc(hH;cssors uIIowimI ||ioh<‘ piasons to Ixuicdit hy it. 
wlio wen- not actuaJly in practice* in 1!)1 I, hut who h<'tw(*cii the years 
passcfi out of tlu‘ Ih l^acliia Institution. Hf)Wf‘vnr that (I(m*s not affect the 
la,(d. that tli(3 (aTtiti(\atcs which were IJkui ti^iveii W(n*(* rfn’tilicates, for the 
purpose ol 1 ho transitory (daus(‘, of havin^if undera’oin* a full courne of 
training*. li is inac-curate to descrilx* these ctu-f iheratf s. as tin y have h(M*n 
<lcsci*ih(Hl to-day, as liav'ing Ixm ii recognisf'd l>y tJoverniiHuit of India as 

eHif*i<njt, qualilicai ions. 1 find that tlie Hon’hle l>ahu Kishori Mohan (/hau- 
dhuri said in danuary last, whf^n this sulijcci was didiated, ‘ tliar this’ the 
notification of 191Sj ‘shows that tlie (iov^ernment of India arc^ also satisfied 
that students passfxl out of tht^ Ijcigachia M^xlical < )oll(>g(* are fit lofiractise 
estern Medical Sciencf^ undfu* tlie linlian Medical Act ol HMfi.’ 1 
submit that it shows notiiing of tln^ kind, and i hat such a siatfumnit jk 
♦ entirely contrary to facts, ’riiese (;crtilicat(‘s that were first givnui hy the 
Helgachia Medical School wt-re given. I rep<^at, in order merfdy that those 
who hrdd thorn (U)uld go up for tlie Factilty f xannnation. 

But, Sir, there was another kind of certificate that came in thnmgh 
anotlu^r chann(d, and 1 would like to explain that also. Wlnm the Oovern- 
ment of India legislated in l9lfi, we had tht' same argunemts advarKxxl tliat 
it was very hard on the lioys who wt^ra thtui in these nnrf^cognisfxl scdiools. 
if we passed this Act, that tliey would not cv»*n l>e able to get the*, so-called 
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diploijias to wliicli tlj(*y Jookud lorward. The Act was passed by the (ioverii 
iiu nt of India. J was then on tli(3 Jinperial Council, and the (Toverninon 
of India recognising that th(‘se were cases soniewhaf analogous to ihost 
which the Local Oovernnient had previously recognised here, and thai 
men wlio were at that time in the third and fourth year classes couh 
not very w(^ll start afresh, gav(‘ an assurance in Council that, although tlK‘’\ 
could not admit such dociuiients as registrabh.*, they would allow efticitMii 
schools to give for a ixu’iod of two years, certificates to boys in tlu' third ami 
foiirtli ycuir classes, d'hat concession, therefore, intrcKluced certificates of a 
somewhat, diiiercmt kind to those* wliich we gave in connection with tlu 
Faculty examination, although th(‘ form was the same, and the reason foi 
confining it to the third and fourth >('ar students was that it was a con- 
cession which it was desiral)le to k(‘t*p within as narrow limits as possihh* 
whih* men who then in tlu^ first and second year classt's could go am 

get an cfiicient im*dical (nlucation (d8ewh(*r{*. Tins pnx'cdure of cei tificate wa^ 
rt'cognised by llu‘ notification of the Governnu‘nt of India issued in January 
1918, authorising tln^ institution, now known as the Calcutta Mt^dical School 
and (kilh‘ge of Physicians and Su7'g(M)ns of Hengal, t-o grant c‘ertificatt‘s ol 
attendanc(‘ and profici(nicy to ^tud{‘Ilt^ who had passed tlu* fourth yeai 
(examination of that institution during a period (‘xtending up to tlje Ifitlj 
Mandi 1918, subject to c-(u-tain c(jnditions. It may bi* said ‘ Why did tbit 
notification only coim* out. in 1918, whih* the Act was j)ass(H] in 1916? 

1 havc^ already told i.lu^ Cujuncil how, on somewhat, similar lim*s, Bengal hai 
b(‘en issuing C(‘rl ificate.s for the purpos(*s of the Faculty (examination. In 191 i 
tlie ( jovajrnnient of India wrot(.* and asked wluU lu‘r Belgachia want ed t( 
issue th(^ certificates conc(Mle(i in connection with th(‘ Medical Dc'grtx-*^ 
A(;t ; w(‘ said t.har tlu^y wei-e alr(*ady issuing certifi(*atc‘s, and t hat t lu^si 
would sufiic(^. The Govtn’nnu'nt of India thereupon calh‘d for tin* form of cer- 
tificate in us(*, and ludd that wit hout a validating notification it infringed t he pi'o- 
visions of s(^ction ‘1 of tin* Acd of 1916. That is how the notiheation caim* t.c 
be issued only in .lanuary P.U8, although it r(*ferred to a pri‘,viously existing 
state (3f things. Tlu* imj)ortant point is that, such a ccrtifical(‘ of the scdioo 
is not a title or a (qualification at all. It could not. so, l)(*caus(* no l>od> 
(aan grant such a (qualification unless it is included in tlu* selieduh* of tlu* Act 
v^>f 1916, whi(di Belgachia adinitttxlly is not. 1 hold in my hand a spe* 
(himm of these (U'rl,ili(ait(js. and it nu‘re)y certifi(*s i hat tlu* holder of it 
has undcrgoiu* ii ])i’oj)er t raining and has paHS(*d an (‘xaimmition. This doi*^ 
not indicate* a recognised (qualification. 1 have emh*avoun*d to explain to 1 lu 
(a)uncil that tlu'se (!ertifieat(‘s an* not certificates of the kind which avouKI 
(Uiahle us to put In'lgachia into the schedule. It. is (quite inaeeurat(* to saA 
that, tlu^y have (‘ver b(M*n r(H‘ognis(*d hy tlu* Goverium*nt of India as such 
and they an* intciuh'd for an absolutely ililfi^rent object. 


That, Sir, being the position. I liojie that 1 hav(* made it clear that wt 
could not act under this Kosijlution, while (*veu if we could, we arc bciii^ 
a[>|)r()aclu*d through a wrong channel, and we arc* askinl to do a thing which 
will stultify the whole of the legislation wo have undertakim since l!tl4. Tlu 
arguirn'iits of January 1918 have again heim used. It is said 'It is a small 
concession, why not grant it tor the benefit of a few students ? apparently 
intending that in a moment of vAu^ak good nature we slunild allow them tohav( 
it. But 1 have (3Xplaiu(*d the objections of principle and the impossibilities which 
are involved. As r(*gards the allegation of hardship, I haA^e already explainiAd 
that those students can go out and practise in the bazaar to-morrow ; the only 
thing thc'y may not do is to represent themselves as being what they are ncAt. 
A concession was made to them in order to allow them an opportunity ol 
going up for the Faculty examination. As a result of the debate in January 
last, we extended that concession and practically they were given two more 
chances. If they wiuit to a school, knowing full well that these restrictions 
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on medical degrees were in the air a« far baek as HM>K. thev have no riirlit 
to come befoiv us now and say that they have been l.a. I ly^ rented l.ecaiL, 
m the face of what they knew, they chose to stay in an institution which 
could not give thorn a registrable degree ; they have to suffer from the 
consequonceB of what they tlieinsolvrs chose to do. 

When the Resolution in January last was discussed. 1 was not present 
in Gouncd, and if I had lieen present, 1 wouhl certainly have spoken against 
It. That ^solution, however, merely asked us to allow these students to iro 
up for the faculty examination ; tlu^ proHont Kt^solution asks us to put them 
forthwith m the register, although iliey possess no qualification which we 
have ever recognised as connoting a qualification which entitles the holder 
to registration. To that extent the proposal is evem more open to ohjecaion 
than its predecessor, and I am sorry that I cannot advise this (Council to 
approve of it/* 


The Ilon’ble Mk. P. C. Mutkr said : — 

‘ My Jord, I feel some diffidencjc to take any pan in the discussion of this 
resolution because as a layman I think I am iiardiv competent to take part 
in it. But emboldened by the exanipli^ ol‘ the Hoi/hle Sir Henry Wheeh?r, 
I venture to take part in the discussion. Sir Henry WluHdiM* although a 
layman has to take part in the discussion in discharge of his duty as the 
member in charge of the (iepartment conc(M-m‘d. I have also a duty to t>erforni, 
namely, I have to vote on tin* Resolution according to my .judgnumt and I 
therefore, feel that I ought to point out the <lit1icultii's in tlu^ working 
of the Act which occur to uu*, so that any otluu- othcial mcml)er who takes* 
part in the discussion may (explain those difficulties to us. In llu* first phu^o 
th(' difficulty that I foci is this : This A(^t was passed hy the Btmgal (/ourunl 
in lffl4 and if this Act had laid down that futun* students would come wilhiii 
the operation of this Act no difficulty would have arisen. It is sai<l that the 
Act was in the air from the ye^ai* IffOS. l>ut tliat is liar*lly a sufficient r(*.ason, 
for we often have legislative proposals whifdi are <lropped. If stmiimts who 
had entered the Belgachia M(Mli(;al Sclio<»l and had jiaid their hnis and had 
some sort of medical (nlucation — if they wcu e allowed toapj^earat tie* examina- 
tions, then, why not students who eiitiued the sfrhool one y<N'ir afico* wards but 
before the Act was passed ? ( )ii(^ reason why w<' an? compcdled to deal witli 

this question now is, l)ec^aus(‘ this anomrdy did not (K;cur to our j)r(‘dec(^HSorH, 
the memliers of the late Council who jKisstMl tlm Act of Iffll. Ordinarily in 
passing Acts legislators lake gex^d can^ not to intorferc with any vested interest, 
and I find that in the English Act, prov isions w(‘re introducfMl whicli safeguar- 
ded against complaints of this nature, ddiat Ixung so, a diploma ol a Medical 
ScIkxjI was either good enough or not gocnl cuiough. ll(»w is it that other 
students can have their names regist(‘re<l ?” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry VV'heki.eu said : — 

‘‘ They could uot get their names registered — not unless they passed 
the Faculty examination. ” 


The Huii’ble Mr. P. 0. Mittek said : — 

I meant students who passed before the Act was passed. But if 1 am 
wrong that argument falls. The main point is that when these studeuis 
entered tlie Belgachia School, the Act was n(»t in force and for that reason 
I find some difficulty in accepting the reasons of iny Hun ble friend. 
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The Babi] Sitrendra Nath Ray said 

My lord, Sir Henry Wheeler is right in saying that this is an echo of a 
resolution which was passed in this Council in January last. The resolution 
which was passed was this : 

‘ This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the last 
batch of students of the Belgachia Medical School admitted in the year 1913, 
and those who failed for the first time in one or two subjects in the Faculty 
{Examination held in November 1916, be granted an opportunity to appear at 
the Licentiate Examination of the State Medical Faculty of {iengal, as lias been 
previously allowed in the case of other students/ 

So this resolution resolves itself into two parts ; (1), that the last 
batch of students who got their admission in the Medical School before 
1913 be allowed to appear ; and (2), that tlie plucked students be allowed 
to appear. Government allowed the plucked students to appear at the 
examination, but did not allow students who were admitted to the school 
in 1913 to appear. Now I hear that the boys ought to apply, instead 
of coming to the Council, to the State Medical Faculty. Why, the resolution 
was passed by this (Jouncil to admit both the students of the Belgachia 
Medical School who had got admission before 1913, as well as the plucked 
students to appear in the examination, but only a portion of it was accepted 
by Your Loixiship’s Government. The l)oys are willing to subject themselves 
to the prescribed examination even now if Your Lordship pleases to grant 
them that privilege ; but as Your Excellency’s Government are unwilling 
to allow them io ai)pear in that examination, they will try to get this privilege 
by some other way. Now it appears that tln^ Government of India by its 
notification, dated 12th January 1918, recognised the Belgachia Institution 
as one of the medical schools competent to grant certificates of proficiency- 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has said that a squabble had been going on 
between three rival medical schools since 1908 ; that might be true, but the 
Government of India having recognised only the Belgachia School as the 
school which is competent to grant certificates of proficiency by this notifica- 
tion, viz., — 


The Hon’ble SiH Henry Wheeler said : — 

As a statement of facts that is inaccurate ; they have also recognised 
tVie Medical School. 


The Hon’bte Baku Surendra Nath Ray continuing : — 

1 have already placed the notification. This notification must be read 
along with section 3 of the Act of 1914. This section was passed by the 
Government of India and it runs as follows : — 

' The right of conferring, granting, or issuing in British India degrees,, 
diplomas, licenses, certificates or other documents stating or implying the 
holder, grantee or recipient thereof is qualified to practise Western medical 
science, shall be exercisable only by the authorities specified in the schedule, 
and by such other authority as the Governor-General in Council may, by 
notification in the Gazette of India,, and subject to such conditions and restric- 
tions as ho thinks fit to impose, authorize in this behalf.’ 

Then, in the GaiLette of India of the 12ih January 1918, it was notified that 
in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3 of the Indian Medical Degrees 
Act of 1916, the Governor-General in Council was pleased to authorize 
the Institution now known as the College of Physicians and Surgeons in 
Bengal situated in Belgachia, Calcutta, to grant certificates of attendance and 
j)roficiency to such students as shall have passed the fourth year examination 



1918 ,] 


Resolutions^ 

Sir Henry Wheeler ; Bahu S. N. Bay ; The iWshienf. 

of the said Institution prior to the 16th March 1916, subject to certain con- 
,dition8 inentK)nod in that notification. Now, il any cortificaies l.avc been 
granted to these students they are certainly certificates of proficienev ami 
according to section ^-he Act t>f 1916, the holders of such certificate's are 
<iualified to practise Western medical science. So, those students of the 
Belgachia School have got certificates wliich show that they are qualified to 
practise Western medical science and having got these certificat.'s they come 
before Your Excellency’s Government to have their names registered' under 
the provisions of the Schedule to the Mengal Medical Act. The Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler has said that these students can go and praetist' medicine in 
the bazaars, and that theie is nothing to prevent them from practising, only 
that they are not allowed to put on degrees such as L. 11. C. P. S.. etc. But 
as a matter of fact they are not allowed to practise like thos<« who have got 
these registered qualifiinitions. I know iroin personal experienee, and I am in 
a position to state this. About three years ago 1 had been to one of the Mills 
at Titaghur and the Mill Manager of Messrs. Bird & Go. told me. that lie had 
a doctor there who had been serving with satisfaction for the last l(t years 
under him. TTnder tin* Medical Act which hail Ix'en r(‘C(*ntly passed, he 
would not bo able to keep him any longer in his .service, as nn<ler the (lovi'rn- 

ment rules the Givil Surgeon attends the .Mills onc(> a month or once in 

tliree inonths, and all the labourers there have to show certificates from a 
recognised Doctor. The old doctor was a recognised doctor all along, but 
after the passing of the Medical Bill his certificate has been found to 
be insufficient, and they have to get rid of this man and get anotluM- man who 
had the qualifications required by this tu‘\v Act. So that it is not a fact that 
iloctors who have got certificates of proficiimcy from the B<<lgachia school will 
be entitled to practise in the same way as other doctors who have got regis- 
trable qualifications. These stiubuits want to appear at this examination, but 
Your Lordship’s (iovernmeni will not allow them to appear. What are they to 
do? Nobody knows why, ni.v Lord, the first jiart of that resolution was not 

accepted. This is all that 1 have to say. in rojil.v to the remarks of tin' 

llon’ble 8ir Henry Wheeler.” 


The Hon’ble vSir Henry Wheeler said . — 

' ‘'My Lord, I have no wish to retravtcse I he arguments wdiich I have 
already adduced. If I havt^ not been al'le to convince Hon’bh' Members by 
what I have said, nothing niori' that 1 can say will do so. But I must again 
point out that the final arguments of the llon’ble Babn SuromJra Nath llti.v 
are fallacious, while, if they w’ere e(»rreet. an unfortunate consequence is 
banging over the members of the Managing (h)mmittee at Belgachia. If. 
despite my explanation, the Hon’bli* Mimilxu- still maintains that these 
students hold certificates that they are qualified to practice Western medical 
science, and if that contention is valid, then in so far as Belgachia is not 
legally empowered to give any such qualification. I feel it m.v duty to warn 
the members of its Committee that thev' are in<lividually liable to a tine of 
Rs. 500.” 


The Hon’ble Bari; Surenura Naih Ray said : — 

“ Before the division is taken, my Lord. I should like to sa.v a few words. 


The President said : — 

You cannot address the Gouncil after the question has l>eon put. 
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'I’be Hon’ble Babu Sukendra Nath Ray said : — 

“ I do not wish to spoak upon the question, my Lord. But upon the right 
of voting by official and non-official members.” 


The President said : — 

“Tf the H on’ble Member wishes to put a point of order he may.” 


'I'll© Hon’ble Babu Siiuendra Nath Ray said ; — 

” It is this, my Lonl. On the last occasion when a similar resolution was 
moved by my friend the Hon’ble Babu Kisori Mohan Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan voted with us, and the Government 
was defeated. I ask your Lordship to allow the members to vote as they like. 
1 can cite a precedent for it. Only a few months ago in the Imperial Council, 
His Excellency the Viceroy allowed the official members to vote as they liked 
on the Income 'Fax Bill. Why should not a similar indulgence be shown to us 

O’ ’ 

now c 


The Pkkhident said : — 

So far as the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan is eoncerned, he 
can exercise his own discretion as he likes. 1 do not wish to restrict his 
discretion.” 

A division was then taken witij the following result : — 


AyeH — 

The Hon’ble Sir Uajendra Nath Mooker- 
jee, K.C.l.K. 

,, .. Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

„ „ Mr. Aniinur Rahman. 

,, „ Raja Ilrishikesh Laha, C.l.K. 

,, ,, Mr. Provash Ch under Mitter. 

„ „ Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

„ ,, Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhi- 

kari, Kt., c.i.e. i 

„ ,, Rai Radha Charaii Pal Baha- 

dur. 

„ „ Mr. F. W. (arter, C.l.K.. 

C.B.E. 

„ „ Mr. W. E. (-rum, o.B.E. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun j 

Suhrawardy. 

„ ' Mr. M. Aehrat’ Ali Khun 

(vhaudhuri. 

„ „ Khan Sahib Amaii Ali. j 

„ ,, Babu Bhabendra (’handra ^ 

Hay. 

Mr. Altaf Ali. i 

„ „ Babu Akhil Chandra Datia. j 

,, „ Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra ! 

Bahadur. | 

„ ,, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. * I 

„ Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

„ Babu Kishori Mohan Chau- 

dhuri. 

„ Kai Debender Chunder Ghose | 

Bahadur. I 


Noes — J 7, 

The Hcm’hle Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.I.E., 
C.s.l. 

Mr. J. G. Cnmniin^^, C.s.l., 
C.l.K. 

„ „ Sir Bijay (’hand Mahtah, 

K.C.H.I, K.C.l.K., I.O.M., 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan. 

,, „ Mr. d. H. Kerr, C.H.I., C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr, C. J. Stevenson-Moore, 

C.v.o. 

„ ,, , Major-General W. H. {i. 

HobiiiBon, C.B., i.M.s. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

„ „ Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

„ „ Mr. H. P. Duval. 

„ ,, Mr. C. H. Bompas, C.S.l. 

„ „ Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

„ ,, Mr. C. F. Payne. 

„ Hai Priya Nath Mukharji 

Bahadur i.s.o. 

Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, 
C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. .1. W. Hely Hutchinson. 

„ „ Mr. K. P. Eden. 

„ „ Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, C.I.E. 


'File following member abstained from voting ; — 
'Fbe Hon’lile Kumar Sbib Sliekhareswar Kay. 
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The following inemberH were aljHont : — 

The Hon^ble Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, k.c'. 

Mr. J. Donald, c.i.e. 

„ M I'he Nawab Bahadur of Mursliidabad. k.o.h.i., k.i .v.o. 

,, ., Mr. tl. Mackenzie, o.u.k. 

,. ,, Babu Brojendra Kishor Kay i'haudhuri. 

,, ,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singlia. 

,, „ Maulvi Abul Kasein. 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Ha<]. 

,, ,, Rai Sri Nath Kay Bahadur. 

,, ,, Bal)U Mahendra Nath Ray, ( .i.k. 

,, ., Babu Ainbika Charaii Mazuindar. 

The Ayes being 21 and the N OCK 1 i tlie motion was (‘arm'd. 

At this stage idie Council was adjourned for lunch. 


\FTK1{ lAINCH. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

The Hon’ble Mn. If. K. A. Ikwin moved i In* following resolution : — 

This (youncil recommends to tin* Govtu iior in (V)uneil that Gnveriiinent 
l)t‘ pleased to appoint a small (Expert (yommilt(*e with as little delay as possible 
i/(^ inquire into tlie abuses and difficniltit'S in oomu'c.tion with lln^ circuilation of 
idle one-rupee notes in Bengal, or to tak(* su(‘h other st<'ps as may be d<'emed 
advisable to minimize* the hanlship and loss imrurrc'd by tht^ poorer clasHC-s in 
Bengal in using the not<»s who liave no means oi glutting tlnur just grievama^s 
leiiK'died. 


He said : — 

*■ With the objtujt of obtaining' tin^ assisl-auet* ol Cover inmmt m the 
eiidtnivour to renn^dy a gri(*van(a* which is causing v<‘ry eonsideiable hard- 
ship among' the pooi'tu* edasses whilst at (he same time* not taking up the 
x aluable time of t he (Council by n nneciissarv discussion. I brouglit the mattm* 
of thi^ illegitiiiial hindram'e l.o the fr«M* circulation ol tin* new <)n(*-rupec 
not(*s befort^ Your Kxcellency s Gov'cr nment at the t 'ouncil Meeting ol *Inly 
last, in the form of a question rather* than by resolul ion, whiclr occupies time*. 
1 respectfully requt'Stod G(n'ernnient tf) <%)nsnh*r t he desirability ol taking 
such steps as might be deem(*d advisabb^ in )>ntting a stop to the ilhgal 
practice of demanding <liscount from ignorant f>eople on ( ■oV(*i'nnnMit ( airreiicy 
notes. The reply I received is as follows The custom o( (tharging a 
small discount for changing* notes for larger ainonnis or silver riipc^'S nnlor- 
tunately prevails in regard to iK)t-(^s generally, although iloiibtleHS in respe()t 
of notes of so small a denomination as one riq>ee. it ('sp(*ci«'illy hits tin* pooun 
classes. There have been also reports as to tlie unpopularity of reeent 
issues of small d0nomination^> and possibly they are not yet eneulating 
freely. It is hoped that matters may improvt* when the novelty tlume 

issues wears off and the practice of cfiarging discount, which is inindi n* be 

reprehended, will be disconragiMl as far as possible. I cannot i(*lpc iaiac- 
terieing this reply, my Lord, as unsatisfactory, and as during Mn* last two 
months matters have grown worse rather than better. I have been nige to 
»>niig the subject up again, ami tdiis I now do in the resoution I have rear I . 
1 fully appreciate the great difficulty Goverriineiit must bo expmnmcing in 
the matter of currency at the present time, but siindy we may expcc soim 
assistance in putting a stop to illegal extortion, mon* especially when it 
seriously obstructs the object Government is endeavouring to promote, namely. 
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the free cireulation of these new riotew. It is in mufassal distriots, especially, 
that the hardship complained of is most acute. The more out of the way the 
locality and the more ignorant the individual, the greater the iinp<^ition. and I 
do not" think those residents in Calcutta or large cities are in a position to know 
the extent to which the very poor classes are victimized. The answer to my 
question which I quoted before says: — ‘There liAve also been reports as to 
the un|:K)[)ularity of recent issues of small denominations and possibly they 
are not yet circulating freely.’ As regards the latter supposition, 1 may give 
one very recent instance from my personal experience. On Saturday last, for 
my ordinary weekly payment to coolies, J drew Rs. 3,010-0-6 from my local 
banker and this amount was received and paid out in tlie followdng cur- 
rency : — Five-rupee G. C. notes Us. 500 ; one-rupee G. C. notes, Rs. 2,348 ; 
silver rupees Rs. 6 ; small silver coins Rs. 125 ; copper coins Rs. 31-6-6. I 
obtained this sum in exchange for a Calcutta draft on which I myself paid 
Rs. 11-4 discount. Now, allowing that a discount of one pice per note was 
cliarged to the possessors on only half the number of notes, it represents an 
aggregate loss, of Rs. 19-12 detraudc^d from these coolies on one estate only 
and in oik* week only ! Is it any wonder that thei'e are ‘ reports as to the 
unpopularity of recent issues of small (ienominations ?’ The difficulty I coin- 
plain of does not consist, however, of tin' matter of discount only. In the 
course of circulation from hand to hand it is naturally quite unavoidable that 
these flimsy bits of paper should become very much soiled and in this state, 
even tliougli not defaced or mutilated, they are frequenlly refused by shop- 
keepers and others when tenderi'd for payment. There is, and must be, a 
certain amount of quite unavoidable loss in connection whh thes(' small notes. 
A coolie, receives a one-rupee note and tucks it into his or heu* w^aistband and 
goes on with the work in Inuid. It comes on to rain and in a short time tlu* 
note gets soaked and reduced to a state of unrecognizable pulp. The possessor, 
of course, has to bear the loss, but, as I liave said, I think every endeavour 
should be made to minimise it as far as possible. I to quote from tln^ 

l_xaper in wdiich 1 read it that ‘The Government of Bengal has issued a 
warning against people who refuse to accept currency notes except at a 
discount.’ 1 accept this as a fact, but 1 have not seen any warning or 
notification myself and how^ it has beon promulgated 1 do iu>t know' ; possibly 
it has been affixed to notice boards at kacharis or police-stations. But if one 
in my position has no knowledge* of it, how can it be expected that ignorant 
villagers in out-of-the-way rural places can be aware of it? Such a notifica- 
tion, to serve a useful purpose, should be made public by beat of drum in 
every bazar and hdf. and tin* rural police should post up notices, printed in 
the vernacular, in every village in the province. I am quite aw^are, my Lord, 
that there is another aide to the question, namely, that of the small shop- 
keeper. A coolie receives, say, live one-rupee notes for work done, and Ik 
goes to live small shops in succession buying a few pice worth of articles at 
each, tendering a one-rupee note and expecting to get fourteen or fifteen 
annas, as the case may be, at each. If everyone acted in a similar manner it 
would be impossible for the shopkeeper to carry on. as he could not possibly 
provide sufficient change, but this difficulty would wear off if the present 
suspicion as to the full value of the note, the solvency of Government, and 
the legality of charging discount, could be dissipated. I think, too, that 
much larger quantities of small coin, the one or two-anna nickel pieces 
should, if possible, be coined and put in circulation. I have heard it stated bj 
a Government officer that few'er eight-anna pieces might be coined as thej 
are not wanted, but this is not my experience. 1 think that if larger quan 
titles were available th€\v would be more freely used and bound to relieve 
pressure. But, my Lord, I had no intention of suggesting a remedy for the 
difficulty I complain of. I am not an expert in such matters, but surelj 
amongst the many fianancial experts at the command of Government, some 
means can be suggested whereby the poorer classes may be protected froit 
illegal extortion. There is one difficulty to overcome, and that is to ge< 
sufferers to give specific instances of cases in which they have been mulctoc 
of discount. They will complain generally, but when asked to mention name* 
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will ovad<3 it and put up with tho loss ratlin* than incur the aniinoHity of the 
shopkeepers. Personally, I think that the loyal manner in which tiio small 
notes have been accepted with scarcely a murmur is very creditable to tlu^ 
people, and I respectfully urge that Your Excellency’s Govornment will take 
every step possible to reduce friction and minimise loss to tlu^ public.’’ 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Hay said : — 

“My Lord, the thanks of the Indian community are due to the Hon’ble 
Air. Irwin for having brought up the present' (|uestmn for discussion to~day. 
The grievances of the poorer classes in the interior with regard to the new 
rupee-notes have been ventilated in the press for some time, and tlu» atten- 
tion of Government has often been drawn to them. But we do not seem to 
be anywhere near the remedy as yet. It must be admitted that tin* problem 
is a difficult one ; but it has got to be solved all the same. The Hon’ble 
Mover has suggested the appointment of an expert Corninittoo to go into the 
whole question. I hope it will count among its memb<*rH n^prestmtatives of 
the Indian community, for they are expecte<l to know where the shot* pinches. 

Connected with the (luestion of the rupee-notes, there is another matter, 
my Lord, to whi(;h I take this opportunity to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment. It is the shortage of small coins in many of the district towns and in 
the interior. 

I have receiv^ed reportslroni the mufassal that the distress in this con- 
nection is becoming quite acute*. It appears that in some places change cannot 
be obtained for paper money and tlu^ rupee, ex(‘ept at a premium, ’rrailesmen 
have sometimes to turn away custonK^rs owing to shortage* of change. Even 
the Government District Treasuries Hnd it difficult to cope* with the demand 
for the coins of smaller value. Business is suff<‘ring greatly on this account 
and the people arc being put to serious inconveni(*nce. My Lord, something 
should be done immediately in the matt(*r. and the assistance of the mufassal 
post-offices may be of great value in k(i(*ping up a uniform supply of small 
change. 

I do not know, my Lord, whethci* the present position in Bengal is to be 
attributed to any disturbance in the general condition of currency and (ex- 
change in India. But it has given rise to much silly speculation, particularly 
among the ignorant classes in the interior. Your Lordship’s Governmemf 
should, for all those ?*easons, take prompt st(^f)s to (‘ase the situation and 
dispel public anxiety.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hely Hutchins<jn said : — 

“My Lord, the Hon’ble Mover has dealt with the question, 1 think. v(^ry 
largely from the point of view of the tea districts. The community I 
represent deals chiefly in jute, and I wish to assure Your Exc(dloncy’s 
Government that tlie European dealers in jute arc doing, and will continue 
to do, everything they can to assist Government in debating with thi; pr(^K< nt 
currency difficulty. 

I find, however, that in (considering this matter it is very difficult for me 
to confine myself to matters which affect Bengal only and do not affec^t the 
currency question as a whole, which is an Imperial concern. 1 hope \ our 
Excellency will excuse me if, in attempting to deal with this (juostion, I 
touch on matters which are Imperial rath<*r than Provincial and with w|ji(di 
tliis Council is not concerned. 

The difficulties, 1 think, must bo painfully obvious to tin* (controller of 
Currency and those who have to deal with it. hor (Rk^ njasou or another, 
there is a shortage of silver, of one-rupee notes and small coins * and you 
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are compelled t>y force of circuinskances to try and popularise a papei 
currency among a people who are essentially hoarders and do not 
normally use banks and have no pockets. This is a wet country and 
a hot country ; and if you give a note to a man who has to go out intf 

the rains or who lives, as the raiyat dws, in a groat deal of water ir 

the jute districts, it is very difficult for him to keep the note in gwc 

condition. It is not therefore surpi’ising that the raiyat does not wial 

to keep it on his person. When it comes to hoarding it you are Uj 
against white ants, fire and water which affect notes nmch more than rupees 
In addition to that, as far as the jute districts are concerned, we have the higl 
price of jute, and that must to a certain extent, I think, upset the calcula 
tions which have been made as to the amount of currency, whether paper o 
silver, which will be required to finance the jute crop, and maintain a constan 
flow of jute into the (.Calcutta market. 


When it comes to abuse, f find myself in great difficulty to say what i 
an abuse. In a previous announcement of Government it was said that money 
changing was a custom of the country. The average rate for money-changin( 
was, I think, one pice in the rupee. Can yon, therefore, say that mono; 
changing is u» abuse when money is changed at a rate of one anna or evei 
two annas in the rupee? When you come to the question of a man chargiuj 
discount if he is paid in notes rather tliau in rupees, can you blame th 
shop-keeper for wishing to l»e paid in rupees I’aCier than in notes, and at th 
same time not blame tlie raiyats for wishing to be paid in rupees rathe 
than in notes ? 


1 tliink a mistake was made, and a serious mistake too, in trying to in 
troduci' these notes into tin' jute districts without any previous publicity, 
know' that, in a great many cases, the first time that tin' raiyat kin'W' of th 
notes was when it wasoftered to him in payment of jute, and he said, ‘What i 
this ; W'hy should 1 be paid in paper ? ’ At first he refused and after a goo 
deal of moral persuasion that this note was w-orth 16 annas and alter a goo 
deal of grund>ling, ho took it ; and when he went to the bazar, he found tha 
it was not worth 16 annas and only 1,6 annas. 1 think, therefore, that a goo 
deal of I rouVde might have b(*en av'oided, if. before the notes w'ere introducet 
something had been done by beat of drum in the villages or some such stepi 
to give the raiyats some warning and to popularise the notes in that way. 1 
is very difficult to draw a general conclusion as to what is going on. Th 
circumstances in the different districts vary tremendously ; in some district 
the discount rate is 12 per cent., in some it is 6 ; but my own belief is thf 
the present position is not very encouraging. I do not believe that anybod 
takes a note except with the intention of getting rid of it as quickly a 
possible. I think that the shortage of small change is an evidence of tbs 
belief. I further believe that the raiyats will take notes when they have tl 
prospect of the immediate payment of rents, as tjiey have at the preset 
time ; but when the Pujas are over an<l when they have no longer any kisi 
to pay, they will not be so ready to take notes with the prospect of hoardin 
them until the next kist falls due, or in cases where they have made a larg 
profit on their jute, of hoarding them for an indefinite perioil. 


As to the lemedies, I believe myself that publicity through the agenc 
of the Collectors or through the Village Unions and Panchayats and possibl 
through the thanas will do a lot of gcod. Then Government will have i 
consider whel lier they should try and introduce any co-ordination in tl 
action of the various Collectors. The reports we have had from our jut 
disti'icts show a treinendoqs variation. In the Dacca district some attomi 
was made to obtain publicity by beat of drum and some attempt has bee 
made to change notes through the post-offices to the extent of five rupees p 
person per day. In Serajganj, I had a report that Government was finanoir 
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discount shops at some jute centres at the rate of 2 pice in the rupee ; I eaiinof 
vouch for the truth of that ; and [ heiieve Go\ t^rnimuit have the informa- 
tion whether this was done nr not. f think that Govermn(>nt oii^ht to take 
some kind of action, thoucrh wiiat it ou^ht to he is somewhat <lifl[i(ndt to 

say, a^^ainst the people who are (hdiberately depn^-iatinir value of the notes 

in the rnufassal by cdiar^^in^ <liscount, and who avr thus panderin^^ to the 
feeling that the notes are less valuable tlirin the rupees. This has boon done 
not only by the discount profiteers who rush out to the mnlaHsal with twenty 
or thirty thousand rupees from Calcutta or elsewhere, but also by a eeriain 
number of jute merchants who have brought up rupet*s in tluur luggage from 
Calcutta and introduce them for the same purpose. It is doubtfid whetlnu* 
Government should take action against the hoarding of small changt'. In 
soni(* cases there is deliberate hoarding. I hav(' also heard of eases wlno t^ 
a cooly who gets five (>ne-ru pee notes changes them at dittVnmt shops and 
comes back home with a pile of small change. These* cases make tin* small 
change question complicated, but it is difficult for Government to take action. 


1 would, however, lay stress on two points, viz., publicity and co-ordina- 
tion. 1 doubt myself whether a (^unmiftei* will ilo much good. In order to 
get information, it will have to sptmd a gn^al deal of time in going round to 
all the various districts, and I Ixdieve that Governm(*nt have tin* machinery 
for getting all the information that is required; I beli(*ve furl her that they 
caw get information quicker than any (^)nimitt(M*. But I do think tliat unless 
Governimmt d(^finitely say how tlu'y prof)ose to take action — and action not of 
the laissez ^fatre or vvaif-and-stM* typt — tliis r(‘solution should lx* j)i-e-ssed to a 
di vision.” 


Th(' Hon'ble B.\iui Kisnoui Mohan CirACDmun said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I fully agren* witli tln^ ilon'bb* Mr. Irwin that an (ixjiert 
CommittcH^ should be appoinled. In t h(‘ niuftassal I know giNsit ditbeulties are 
being felt in changing one-rup(‘e notes and soimdiow or other tlmy liave 
l»ec()uie v^ei’y unp(jpular ; sho])kecpers ar<' not- willing to atuxq)! IheTii evtuj in 
part paym(*nt of price of articles aii<l hoiik^uiik's these notes an* to lx* changcxl 
from the poddars and oth(*r big shopkeef)(*rs who chai'ge a discou.ut of half an 
anna in the rupee. In Uajsliahi I know that tli<‘re#s a great difticrulty 
in changing notes. I do not think that there is any scarcity of cop])(‘r coins, 
but that there an* no proper arrangements or no proper faculities for the 
ordinary pt^ople to change' these notes. We believe that such facilitie^s 
could be afforded in the post-offic;e-. by d(*putmg one (»i- two persons and 
granting them some commission for changing tlie^se iiote^s. In the siular 
towns whenever necessary th(\v can tak<* the* coppm* coins or small silver 
Coins froin the treasury and afford facilities to the* ordinary pt*o|Je in 
changing it. Tlie inclination to avoid the note (xurK^s from the fact that 
one is obligfMl to pay half an anna in the rufxic wheri(no*r hr* wants to chang<5 
it, and poor people feel a great difficulty in paying this discount. The Hon’hh* 
Lumar Shib Shekhareswar Kay tells me that in the muiassal a discount 
of one anna is being pai<l. It is for this r(^ason that the one-rupee notes 
have become so unpopular. I do not agr(*e with the f)revioas K[)caker that a 
Government enquiry will <lo no good. My nlea is that tlu^ reasons f)ught to 
he ascertained and it should b(^ seen what facilities could be afforded for 
changing these notes. If there is no difKculty in tin hea^l-quarters, I believe 
there will be no difficulty in tlie rnufassal towns. At least in hats aiul big 
markets there may be big sliopkeepers who have plenty of coppr^r coins or 
silver coins, so that when one is under the, necessity of changing om-riipee 
notes he should not pay any discount. Ordinarily in changing notes of higher 
'^alue it is not at a discount hut sometimes at a premium, that is the <u-dinary 
law of Supply and demand. When one is under the ne>ce8Hity of procuring 
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a note of higbor value and such notes are not availaV)le, he has to pay some 
discount. But in the case of one-rupee notes it is different ; there is no 
inclination on the part of the shopkeepers and ordinary suppliers to take these 
notes simply because they are not in a position to change them without 
difficulty. Consequently the poor people suffer a good deal when they have 
to pay a discount of lialf an anna or one anna in the rupee. I tlierefore think 
that an enquiry should be made into this matter, and I heartily support this 
resolution.’’ 


The Hon’ble Sir Hknky Whkkler said ; — 

‘‘ My Lord, this is a matter Jibout which there is very little diCFerence of 
opinion between any of us as to the facts. We are all painfully conscious of 
what the facts are, and are fully aware of them ; they are one of the unfor- 
tunate results that have, arisen oat of the war. and in dealing with these 
in(‘onvenienceH of the war, 1 would ask tin* Council to remember that (fovorn- 
ment is not callously indifferent, but that not hing tiiat any (Tovernment can 
do will entirel}’ (eliminate th(*se hardships. The whole' world is sufte'ring, 
and 1 would remind thi' (h)uncil tiiat the opinion is prevalent in many parts 
of the world, idiat India is suthnhng thi'-se hardships less than other countries. 
That, iiowever, do(^s not carry us much further liy way of consolation, evtni 
although th('- cause of tin' hardshij) is self-evident. As has been admit t('d 
this al’ternoon, the discounting of notes is no new thing. It has always gone 
on to a certain extimt, but it is probably more common than usual ri'ceiitly, 
owing to the shortages of silver, wlnle it now toiicln's the. poorer classi's owing 
to the issue of smaller denomination notes ; that is to say. whori*as riolnn* 
p('opl(‘ might p(*rha])S pay a small discount on a Ks. 50 nott* without great 
d(‘inur, the poorer man is harder hit in paying discount on a note of one 
rupee. The only real remeily is to increases our outturn of silvi'r coin ; tin' 
shortage of silvin* is the cause of all this trouble, and until the facilitic^s for 
the' encashment of note's can be increased, I do not sec^ how we can gel rid of 
these hardships of discounting. 


I think some of th(^ spi^akers this afternoon hav(‘ rather spoken as if 
(fovi'rnment had do^* absolutely nothing in th(^ mattei. Tiiis is scarcc'ly 
correct. Turning to the root cause, the shortage of silver, this is an Imperial 
matter, and 1 think that any one telling Finance Department of th(> Govern- 
ment of India that they ha\'e done nothing towards meeting tlie difficulty of 
the shortage' of silver, would be greetinl with a sad smile. The Government 
of India have naturally been unable to publish on th(' housetops all the daily 
tluctuations of their curri'iicy difficulties ; but they have issued comtnuniijues. 
and they have made known what they have done to increase the stock of 
silver, culminating, as we know, in the recent negotiations with the American 
Government which have resulted in jilacing at their disposal very much 
larger stocks of silver. Therefore, in tin’s and in other ways, they have been 
endeavouring t o meet the main difficulty. We also have been trying to do our 
best. Here again, the movements of cun-ency within the province are not 
exactly a provincial affair ; they are controlled by the Accountant-General and 
the (\mtroller of Currency. These two officers have had constantly before 
them in recent times the ])roblem of how to finance the different district 
treasuries with silver for the enciashment of notes. Mr. Gubhay, Controller 
of Currency, tells me that during the last few months ho has sent no less 
than 50 lakhs of rupees to difterent treasuries for this purpose. He is fully 
conscious of the difficulties and is trying to meet them. Apart from that. 
Collectors have been issuing a number of notices thus seeking to meet the 
point, mentioned by the Hon’ble Mr. Hely Hutchinson, of publicly explaining 
the facte. We too sent out a general warning at the beginning of August. 
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ill the hope ot minimizing these evils by i he puhlieatioii .>f a (iovtM'nment 
aniiouuceinent on the subject. J have lien^ a vt'rnacular noiicn* which one 
Collector has issued regarding facilities for the tnieashinoni of dirty notes, 
and we know that in many distric-ts a grt‘ar dtsd has btv ii done to (‘initnivour 
to bring home to the people what tlie ]>osiiion is. I do n(»t deny, as Mr. Hely 
Hutchinson has pointed out, that wt> may bo abh‘ to do inort‘, and this is u 
point to which i will certainly l)e only t<)o glad In pay moie attention. In 
another district — Dacca — tin* Dist rict Ofliem' has Imhui t i ving t o put nn»r(' 
cash at the disjiosal of tlu> post-olhces in onler to ludp ]MM)])h‘ in a small way 
to cash notes ami get rapines, and I havt* reports from oilier oilieers ol < Jov- 
erninent who hav'e been working on similar lines. 


As regards what the Hon’bh' Mr. Hely Hutchinson mmHiom^d as to tin* 
diffc'rence of practice in dillermit districts, 1 think that his rtunarks are 
deserving of further enquiry. 1 know there has bemi a em tain amount of 
difference of practice ; for instance*, in reports whicli I asked ibr in eoniuMUion 
with this Uesolution, oiu^ point is raised m wliich thm-i' sinuns to be a dilferHuict? 
of Opinion as to whethm*. wlnm tin* amount of (jash available is bmitiMl, it is 
lietter to g(^t it into circulation by giving it t(» tln^ large em])loyi‘rs of la bom- 
or purchasers of raw prcMlucu' such as jute, or wictiim* il is hi^ttm- t.o give it 
out in small amounts to tln^ post-oHict^s, just as tln^ (hjllecto?- of |)ac(ta has 
btMUi trying to do. Th(' ])res(Mit Accountant-( bun'ral holds tliat t in* latti^r is 
the better suggestion ; tlu^ (^ilhador of Mymensmgh has iiemi trying to give 
rupe(‘S to the bigger num to jiass into circulation. SonudJimg may usiduHy bi^ 
done to (dear up dilfercuici^s of practic(' of this kind, by systeniat i/dng action 
more than is tin* case at pri^sent, and 1 will lo(»kintothe point.. Ihit on recjidpt 
ol this n^solution 1 received rc^jiorts from Mr. (lubbay and Mr. d\)mkinK, and I 
do not think th(» fiosition is(iuiteas bad as might have Ikmui gather(‘<l from sonu^ 
of the speendies this aft( 3 rnoon. Out of 2b disiricus it is said thai notes are in 
circulation at par in 17. 1 do not jindauid that in (‘\'(*rv bazar ol these 17 district s 

evt*rybody is get ting full valiK^ loi' liis noti^s and t hat no oih‘ is gett ing less t han 
lb annas, but 1 read the report as m(;aning that the difficulty is not a(nit(» in the 
majority of districts, and that is also borne out by ot her report s 1 i-om ( Collectors, 
which show' t hat the problem at th(^ t^n^sent moment is most difhcnli jn the jul(‘ 
districts. I take it from the Hon’bh' Mr. Irwin that the trouble is^ also atm tf3 
in tin* ttui districts. Colhud-ors, however, say that the situation is improving, 
and w(^ have dirt^ct evidc^nce that il we tain f)ush out more silver it will imjircjye 
much more. Tht^ real prcjblem is Inwv to get mon^ silvm\ I hat Ixnng so. Sir, 
with (ivery desire to find a rerinxly, ( am doubtdul whether the speeifit; recom- 
mendation contained in the Hesolution to apfxnnt a small ( ommittei* ol exjMn’t s 
w'ould serve any useful purposic We know the lacts ; we know- that discrount 
IS being charged on notes at ratios mucdi higher than helor*' ; w-c^ know' that 
t he raiyats in many places do not like* t ln*Sf* small not(3H, and wa* know' that 
there are certain filatures pi^tmliar to this country w'hich make* tin* small 
paper note a somewhat unpopular me<lium of cinmlation ; wm know all this, 
hut the question is how <;an wc offer a remedy without going into the- silver 
questic)n which is outside oiir control, ddie currency jirohhun is an Impfwnil 
'C^incern, and if we go up to the Government of India, th(‘y will only say that 
we must take our share with tln^ rest of the country. W/d* know' that special 
remedies have been adopted in special r>arts of tin* eountry ; for instance, 
gold mohurs are in circulation in th (3 Ihinjab, wry lew cl w bicdi, as lar as 
I know, have (jome down here, but tli(3 whole matter is an Im[>m lal omj to >(> 
regulated in the interests of the country as a whole. Tln 3 n*lore, Sir, I fio not 
think we shall gain much by a (Jominitttx*, though I am p(*rf(3ctly willing to 
have a Committee if the Counm‘1 wishes it. It may b(3 helpful in bxmssing 
the facts before those who control the currency prolilem. in the hop(3 that 
they may see some way of giving us greater lacilities than tlu'y do at present , 
fcut I fear that they will tell us that, in the main, the silver question is the root 
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of the difficulty, and that while they are tackling that to the best of their 
ability and with regard to the whole of India they cannot promise to tackle it 
for us specially to an extemt which will entirely remedy the difficulties from 
which we sufft^r. I. therefore, put it to the C'ouncil that tlie api -ointment of a 
(vommittee of enquiry will not add v(M*y much to the information which we 
now possess.” 


The Hon’ble Sik Deha ruASAD Sauhadhikahi said : — 

‘'My Lord. 1 do not know what course the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin will adopt 
after Sir Henry Wheeler’s statement and whether a Cvommittee of experts will 
be appointed or Ciovernment will move of its own motion. But 1 desire to draw 
the attention of tln^ Council to the fact that it is not the one-rupee note alone 
that suffers in this way. Tlie new t wo-and-a-half rupee note stands in 
exactly the same position and sometim(‘.s gives rise to greater difficulties, 
for th(^ loss involv(‘.d is gre«ater. Although there is a slight difference in 
the a})pearance and the size, mistakes ar(‘ often made by the poorer people 
who sulf’er more than the educated people. Therefore, whatever steps are 
taken with regard to the one-rupee notes, should also be taken in respect 
of the two-and-a-lialf rupee notes. We do not bring in the question of five 
and ten-rupt^e notes b(>caus(‘ they have becui in use for a long time and people 
like the long suffering (^ol have got us(‘d to paying discount on them.” 


The Hon’l)l(^ Rai Radha Chakan Val Bahadur said : — 

" My Lord, 1 desire to thank the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin for bringing up this 
matter before this Council. 1 may say this, that he has done a great service 
by bringing up this resolution which (joncerns a large mass of tlie poorer 
sections of the peo})le, whose grievances have, from time to time, l>een expresses! 
in the columns of newspapers and also in this Council. My Lord, I am not an 
exp(U't and do not wish to traverse? the grounds that have already been urged 
by other speakers, but there are one or two points whiel] 1 wish to submit 
for the consideration of th(? Cyouncib' If an expert ('ommii-tee be appointed, 
will the Government kindly consider the desirability of changing the character 
of tin? one-rupe(? note, of which the paper is so very thin that it wears out 
after changing half-a-dozen hands? What my friend Sir Sarhadhikari has 
said is that the poorer people cannot make out the difference between the 
one and t wo-and-a-hal f ru])ee notes, b(*causr the size is practically the same. 
Then? is not tlu^ same <lifficulty with regard to the five and ten-rupee notes, 
as the size is different. Furthermore', the poorer ]>eople do not often deal 
with ]arg('r sums tlian Rs. 10. It may be urged that the size of oO, 
and 100 rupt'e notes is the same ; but the poorer pt'ople seldom handle 
th(‘S(' not(“S. The i vvo-and-half and one-rupee notes are handled by them 
every day, and the size being the same the illiterate people are misled and 
further as these notes are not of gocxl paper they are easily damaged and no 
one will take thorn. May I enquire, my Lord, whether some other coin, say. 
nickel coins, like the one-anna and two-anna pieces could not be substituted 
for the rupet' note ? We are now getting some nice brilliant two-anna nickel 
pieces which are not dainag(?d or easily soiled. 1 submit that an expert 
(committee, although it may be precluded from taking up the larger question 
of currency, may perhaps go into this particular question and thus minimize 
the hardship which is felt by the poorer classes. This hardship is not only 
felt in the mufassal, but also in Calcutta. 


Having regard to these facts, I think perhaps an expert Committee 
might help us in finding out some solution and in recommending some sub-- 
stantial quality of paper, if not the substitution of some suitable metal coin.*’ 
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The Hon’hle Mr. Ikwin saiil : — 

-My Lord. I do not quite -raiher from the Ho.ri.h' Sir H.-nry Whoelor’s 
speech whether he proposes te accept the resolui ion • or not. 1 have 
no wish to press it upon the Government ina.Hinueh as I have triven 
them a loophole. f have recommended the app inMneiit of a small expert 
Committee, or that Government should takt' such other steps as they think 
fit in order to minimize the hardship on the poorer elasses. If the Hon’hle 
Sir Henry Wheeler can give us an assiiranei' that tiovorninent will take 
such other stejis that t liey may deem advisahlo. 1 am (]uite prt'pared to 
withdraw th(‘ resolution.” 


The llon’liie SlR Hknry Whkeler said : — 

“.My Lord, the attitude of (L»verinnent iu this matter isMdiat we do uoi 
think ourselves that mucdi gocxl will n^sult fnun tui(]uiric‘s hy a special 
('ominittee, hut if it is t he general dt'sire of tln^ Council that a Commit Uhi 
should h(‘ appointed, we certainly do not wish to oppose^ it. Jis nuunh*u‘s 
(*in certainly meet and discmss t-ln‘ luat.ter, evt^n though wc‘ ai*(' nol^ sanguine 
of the n^sults. As regards the facts, there is not V(M-y mueli diilerence of 
opinion, and if the Council wants a (’ommiti(s\ then so far as (iovernimmt is 
conceriK'd, it can liav(^ it. Ajiart from that, the only ot.h(‘r measures that we 
can take is to press on District ()ttic(u*s the m^cessity for gn^ater a(^tivity in 
popularising the circulation of nott^s and (explaining the facts. We can 
suggest gr(:^ater co-ordination in the practici' of dilleroni districts, and w(‘ 
can go up to the Govtu-nnifuit of India and say : ‘ Tlu'se art* om* difficulticis ; 

can you give us any uiorce silver, and can you tackles tin* cnirrency problcun in 
such a way as to afford further rehhd’V’ But I am ptudeetly willing to 
consid(*r any other suggestions that can be made ; and if anyone can ])ut 
forward any reiinidies, I will be glad to (examine* tlnun.” 


The Ilon’ble Mr. Irwin said : — 

** My Lord, under tin* circumstance's, after hearing what thf‘ Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler has said J wouhl suggest that a small ( V)inmitt(*e may be^ 
appointed. It will have rdie etiect of giving mon* publicity to the matt(^r 
from which some benetit might a(H;ru(‘.” 

The motion was tlien put earn! agnn*<l to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

Tht> Hon’ble Raj Mauendka (Jhanoka Mitra Bahadi ji niovfHl the 
following resolution : — 

This Council rec'ommerids t<* the (b)Vf*rnor in CJouncil that Head Mastto-H 
of Government schools in (-lass VM I and class \ HI of tin* Provorici tI L luf;a~ 
tional Service* admitted to the benefit of a local allowance of l^s. oO f)or 
month .at an early date. 


He said : — 

“ The resolution is mearii to bein*tit Head Mastt^rs of (iovaumment High 
Schools in Provincial Lducatjonal Servua* aixl not the H(^ad Masrers of 
Training schools. 

Evidently in view of the very heavy responsibility attacihed to the office 
<^f the Head Masters of High schools, Government in danuary 1915 
sanctioned to them a ‘ duty allowance ’ of Us. 50 a month ; but, for n*ason 
best known to the authorities, Head Masters in Provincial Educational 
Service have not been admitted to the benefit of the Government order. 



932 


Resolutions. 


[3rd September, 


Mr. Wordsworth 

They are admittedly the ablest Ilcmd Masters in the Province, aid for their 
proved ettioioncy they have been plac^ed in charge of the biggest and most 
important schools in their respective? divisions ; they have been taken into 
the superior si^rvice and thus the maximum limit of their monthly salary has 
been raised from Rs. 150 to Rs. 700, but most of these officers having been 
promoted to Provincial Educational Service in the evening of their career 
they can hardly expect to rise above its 7th grade, before their retirement. 

In r(‘spect of pay, class I of Subordinate Educational Service correspond 
to class VII of the Provincial Educational Service and class II of the former 
to class VI 11 of the. latter; but in rt?spoct of promotion, the higlier 
classes of Subordinati' Edu(;ational Service' consisting as they do of old 
officers, offer much gr(?ater advantages than the lower classes of Provincial 
Edu(;ational Service in which tlie officers are mostly very young. Thus 
a Provincial Educational Service officer placed at the bottom of class 
VIII will take much longer iime to gt?t promotion to class VII than one 
in Subordinate Educational Service from class II to 1. Added to this is the 
‘ duty allowancu' ’ which is also counted towards tin? pension. So that the 
Head Master who is taken into thp Provincial Educational Service in his old 
age is a gn'at loser in his r(?tii-ement as much as in the last days of his 
service. 

With a vi(?w to remove the injustice it is now recomnnunled that nil 
Hoad Masters of (dovernment High schools in classes VII and VIII of the 
Provincial Educaticmal Service be admitted at an early date to tin' beindit of 
the duty allowance of Rs. 50 a month like* those in Subordinate' Educational 
S(?rvice with effect either from the 1st danuary 1915 or fioni tin* dati* of i heir 
appointment to the Head Mastershi]), whiclu?ver is nK>r(? just. I inay add here 
that this does not refer to the Head Masters of Training schools who, as 
general SuperinI.endents of the hostels attached to the institutions under 
their charge*, get a monthly allowance and fr(?(^ quart (‘i s ; their exclusion 
from (lovernment order granting a 'duty alk)wanc(* ’ of Rs. 50 a month to 
each of tin* Head Masters of Government schools in Subordinati' Educational 
Sorvic(* does not, therefore, constitute any gri(*vanc(? ; nn)rt‘OV(?r at the time 
of their appointment to tln^ Provincial Educational S(?rvict', th(*y w(*re allowed 
to supers{?d(‘ many officers. 

With thes(? words. 1 beg to move this Resolution for tin* consideration of 
Your Pkxcellency's ("ouncil.” 


The Hon’blt? Mu. Wokdswokth said : — 

“ My 1 ord, the resolution ajid the Hon’ hie Member’s speech have drawn 
attention to an anomaly to which we have been fully alive and which we 
have been long endeavouring to remove. The Hon’ble Member has, however, 
disguised tin* main question by emphasising an incid(?ntal, and we hope 
temporary, fealure of the case. If we have, in the same work, two services, 
one higher and one lower, so adjusted that the maximum pay of the 
IcKwer exceeds the minimum pay of the higher, if our policy is to choose from 
the lower for promotion to the higher men of experience and ability, and 
if the higher service offers steady opposition to recruitment to it otherwher(‘ 
than in the lowest grade, then it is inevitable that there should occur from 
time to time anomalies. Those anomalies are in the situation and they an' 
quite independent of the allowances to which the Hon’bl^ Member has 
referred and for the grant of which to certain officers in the higher service 
he has pleaded. It may make ilie case clearer if I put my general state- 
ment into concrete facts. We have two classes of Government High schools — 
those attached to colleges and those independent schools at district head- 
quarters. We have two services — the Provincial Service which for this case 
relates (3nly to Head Masters in grades between Rs. 200 — 500 and the Subor- 
dinate Service in wdiich the pay is Rs. 50 — 250. And it is the fact that 
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scIiooIb attcicli6tl to collc^c^s lia\ o bi'toi rt'^nrilinl as more iiuportant and aro 
supposed to confer a greater d(^grt>i‘ of prrst i<r(. on tlicir Ht'ad Masters than 
those independent Zilla schools at district lieailquarters. 'Fhai has hetni 
recognised in our organisation. Head Masttns of Tollogiatt^ schools an* plataul 
in the provincial Serv''ic('. Head AI asters of other (iovi*rninent. High sc1uh>1k 
are placed in the Subordinate Service and tli(‘rofore it has happoned, not 
frequently, but occasionally, Huit a Zilla sc-hool Hoatl Master who may jierhaps 
l)t* drawing the full pay ol his gra<le, that is Ks. ii;>0 has been appointed t,o th(' 
post ol Head Masten* of la (_a)ll(‘giai sehool, and lias hail to comnuuiei* in tiu' 
last grade of Ks. 200. That is the situat ion which we hava^ long dt^plonnl and 
we have long deplored the dithnanKa^ of osttann in whicdi tin* Hc*a(l Maxims of 
thes(* two class( 3 s of schwls liaxa* laa‘ii h(‘ld. For inoia* than ten viaars 
it has been the steady vii‘w of tln^ Kdueational HtqKirt.mmil that this 
distinctuui in tirostige should b(‘ la'inoxanl hy pla(*ing all Ht‘ail ^lastors of 
Government High schools in tin* Provincial Ftiiieational St'rvice. Sltqis to 
tins end have been taken as part, ol 1 In^ larger sc^lnmie for the betternn'iil of 
the whole of secondary sclmol (‘ducation in this ])ro\ met* and tins scln*nu* 
has b(HUi put forward arnl we, have made soiiu* advance. ()nly r(*e(*ntly wi* 
have re(U3ived despatches from tlie ( J overiinnuit of India and tin* Set-i*(‘tary of 
Stat(* vvliicdi show that tln^ case is r(H*(*iving att(‘nt ion, although I (;annot say 
that tlu^ t*iKl is in sight. Tln‘r(*fore tliriH* y(*ars ago win*?) an opjx >rtnnity was 
giv(m us by an nru'Xpcet(‘d windfall from tin* ( iovcn'iinien t of India, we 
decid(*d to do s()m(‘tliing to show our appn*eiat ion of I In* work of t ln^ Zilla 
sednx)! II('ad Masters, as a t(‘mporary nn‘asur(‘, by gix’ing them a <luty allow- 
ance'. 1 should mention that jiromotion in the Siibordinat.e S(*rvlee is very 
1 a rg( d y govern ( h 1 by seniority, wlne*(‘as S(*leetion lor tin* ])OHt of H(‘ad Mast(*rK 
IS gov(‘rn(*(l by seniority as also otln*i* (a)nsi(l(*rat ions. So it nuiy liappim .and 
so it does happen that tin* H(*ad Masti*]* of a Zilla sediool finds himself inferior 
ill pay to some* Assistant Masters. P(*nding an opportunity of recognising 
their sup(*rior position by a grant of siip(*rior statais w(^ s(‘cui‘ed the consent 
of till' (iovernm(‘nt of India t-o a specdal duty allowanei* ol Us. .at) a month 
lor Zilla school Head M.aHt(*rs. This allowanc-e was granted in HMoand is 
not only a reeognit ion of t in* .ardiKHis <lHties of H(*a<l Masters, but it is also a 
eompiMi sation for tin* absi'iiee f)l liigln*r status whiidi we think should attaidi 
to the ])ost of Zilla seh(K)l He.'id Mastiu's and whiidi will so.'ilfa(‘li m tin* 
near future. Wo have secured tdiis allowance lor Zilla school Head M.'ist(‘rK 
as a compensation for not. being in the Provincial S('rvi(*e. I here are 
hardly any ditficulties and tin* present Kesolution is searefdy one which the 
tJov^ernmimt can accept in it s pr(*sent form. I )ini(nil ties h.ave bei'ii ]*are. 
rherc have oiii^ or two occasions in whiidi He.ad Masters loiiiid theniseb'es 
in an awkward posit, ion. Put I am jirond to sa.\ that whim an ofler had beim 
mad(3 to a iiiast.(?r so situat(*d of the alternative oi higher status wjilcmt, an 
increase of pay or porh.aps even on h‘ss pay in the Provincial Service iir 
lower status with perhaps higher ]>ay in the Subordinate Si'rvu'c, the idioHic 
xvas for the higher status. I am proud that this has bi'en the case and I am 
jiroud to l)olievi 3 that this would bi* the case with the majority of men who 
are now si^rving us in the Zilla scdiools. 


T will ask the Hon’ble mover, on behalf of the Fducation Department 
to acca 3 pt tlie assurance that, although tlieir spe n.al duty allowances aie giant- 
<‘d on the understanding that tiie Head M.asters shall not put thern lorward 
as obstacles to transfer, de]nitation or other ailminstrati ve eorn'ernenees, the 
Fdueational Department is not likely at any time to tninsfe. a mast(*r to a 
post of greater pres tigfj and equal or less pay (*xcept with his.own consemt. 
1 can assure the Hon’ble mov'er also that ii tin* ofic‘r is made, we shall certain- 
ly find that the Zilla school Head Masters crniiierned will ghidly acccqii the 
higher reRpjonsibility and higher prestige. I trust, the^refore, tliat the Hon ble 
Member will not press his resolution to a division. 
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Rat Mi. C. Mitra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“ My lord, I have listened to the statement made by the Hoii'ble Member. 
The point which I have raised before the Members of the Council is a very 
simple one. True it is that they have got a higher status ; but, as I put it, 
they are now in the evening of their lives, and therefore, although we are 
thankful to the Education Department for promoting them to the higher status, 
still it is a matter for (government to consider whether under the circum- 
stances a few officers who are now old, and who have got promotion, cannot 
claim the consideration of Government for a duty allowance of Rs. 50 a month. 
Now, this is a simple issue which I have put before your Lord8hii)’s Council. 
The question is that they are very glad that th6>y have got promotion from 
Rs. 250 to Rs. 700 ; they are old officer^, they cannot enjoy a higher pay in life, 
and consequently it is a matter of deep consideration for Government to con- 
sider whether tliese few officers, seven or eight in number, are not entitled to 
claim for an increase even in the shapes of a duty allowance or so of Rs. 50 
a month. 


I am, therefore, obliged to trouble tlie Members of the Council with the 
simple point which 1 have raised, and I trust the Council will consider the 
point.” 

A division was then taken with the following result : — 


Ayes ^ — 7 7. 

The Hon’bh' Sir Nilratau Harkar, Kt. 

„ „ Mr. Aminur Hahaman. 

„ „ Babu Siv Narayan Miikh- 

arji. 

,, „ Kumar Sliib Siiokhareswur 

Ray. 

,, ,, Sir Debu Fraaad Sari>adlii- 

kari, Kt., C.l K. 

„ „ Rai ])oben(ira CUiunder 

(Ihosh Baiiadur. 

„ ,, Rai Radha ('harau Pal 

Bahadur. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamuu 

Sulirawardy. 

„ ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Kliau 

(Jhaudhuri. 

„ „ Khan Sahib Ainau Ali. 

,, „ Babu Phabundra Chandra 

Ray. 

„ „ Mr. Altaf Ah. 

,, „ Babu Akhil (Uiandra Datta. 

„ ,, Rai Mahendra Chandra 

Mitra Baluniur. 

„ „ Babu Suren Ira Nath Ray. 

„ ,, Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

„ „ Babu Kiahori Mohan Cliau 

dhuri. 


Noes — 7 (S'. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Whtedor, K.C.I.E., 
C.s.i. 

„ „ Mr. J. O. CumminjsP e.s.i., 

C.l.E. 

„ ,, Sir Ihjay (hiand Mahtab, 

K.C.S.I., K.C.J.E., J.O.M., 

M a ha raj adh i raja Bah ad ur 

of Burdwaii. 

,, ,, Mr. .1. H. Kt‘rr, C.s.i., c.i.K. 

,, Mr. C. ,1. Stev. iison-Moore, 

c.v.o. 

,, ,, Major-(jeiieral W. II. B. 

Robinson, C.B., I.M.S. 

„ „ Mr. \j. S. S. O’Malley 

„ „ Mr. F. A. A. Cowl^-v. 

Mr. H. P. Duval. 

Mr. W, C. Wordflworth. 

,, „ Mr. C. F. Payne. 

„ ,, Rai Priya Nath Mukharji 

Bahadur, l.S.O. 

,, ,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, 

K. C.l.E. 

,, Mr. J. W. Hely Hutchinson. 

„ ,, Mr. W. E. (’run), 0.15. E. 

„ „ Mr. K. Ih Eden. 

,, „ Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, C.l.E. 

,, ,, Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, 

C.l.E. 


The following iiioinber abstained from voting : — 
The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chundor Mitter. 


The following members were absent : — 

Tlte Hon’ble Mr. T. C. P. Gibbons, K.r. 

,, ,, Mr. d. Donald, e.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. C. H. Bompas, c.s.i. 

,, The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, K. c.s.i., k.c.v.o. 
,, ,, Mr. J. Mackenzie, o.b.e. 
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The Hoii’ble Raja Hriahikesli Lalia, r.i.K. 

„ Babu Hrojendra Kishor Ray Ohaudlmri. 

,, Mr. Aruu Chandra Sineha. 

Mr. F. \V. Charter, < .i.e., 

„ ,, Maulvi Abul Kasein. 

„ . ,, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

t, Rai 8ri Nath Ray Bahaciur. 

,, n Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, cm.k. 

t, M Babu Ambika Charan Mazinndar. 

The Ayes being 17 and the Noes 18, the motion was lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 9. 

The Hon ble Rai Mahendka (^handha Mitra IhAHAoeu movtul the 
following resolution : — F 

Tliis Council recommends to tlu? (i(»venior in (H)un(‘il that, with a view to 
the proper working of the septic tank latrim^ installations, the (foxau-nmimt do 
take into consideration th(' revision of “the Bengal Factorit^s Riih's, 
now in force in Bengal, in the following manner : — 

(1) add to clause {vivi) of ruh^ FJ(/) the following sub-clause — 

(c) it has been certified by tin* Inspector of S(*ptie Fank 
Latrine Installations that tin* requirements r’clerrtMl t,<> in 
sub-clauses {a] and [h) hava‘ b<M*n duly crornplitMl with /’ and 

(2^ in rule 19(^), for the word “may, ” in the two places wlu^rtut occurh. 
siibstttufe the woi’d “shall.” 


He said : — 

“My Lord, according to tlic nu^ent circular lettt^r issiUMl by the Sanitary 
Commissioner. Bengal, to the (3hairmanof all Riparian Municipalitif^s, I undm- 
stand that the water of the Bhagiratlii now (contains a very lai’ge amount of 
pollution derived from human ex(;rcta and it has now been r(eulerH<l danger- 
ous to use it for drinking j)urpost^s and also for cl< aiising dislu^s and plates or 
other vessels used for food, unless tlie water has Hrsl Ikhui filtercMl or boiled. 
Neglect of these precautions will ex]>ose persons U) the risk of contraef ing 
^•holera. typhoid fever, dysentery, diarrlnea and other water-borm* disc^ases. 

It is very painful for me to recollect tin* sad incident which took plafte in 
our town some years prior to tlu* introduction of tluj filtered wat er-su p]»ly 
within the Hooghly-Ohinsura Municipality. Let me bring to Your KxcelltMHry’s 
notice that Mr. Bernard, i.c.s., our beloved Commissioner of I he Burdwau 
Division, his amiable wife and sister-in-law. all su<ldenly died of cholera 
on account of the fact that the plates and dishes on which they took their 
meals were washed with the water of the Hooghly, con! aniirjated with tlie 
poisonous bacilli ! 

^ Before entering at some length uf)on the subject-inatt (*r of my resolution, 
I would like to give you a very brief account of the circtnnstances undfjr which 
u special Committee was appointed by the fTOvernimmt ()f Bengal in April, 1904, 
to examine the working of the 80 f)tic tjink installations in this province. 

This was rendered necessary on account of the rapidly increasing number 
of septic tank latrines which have been erected, specially in connection with 
the jute mills on the Hooghly river, complaint having been made of the 
pollution of the river by the discharge of effluents from thero tanks. 
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Report of the Coiniriittee waR | iibliRhed in December, 1904, wherein it i^ 
written in page 2 under paragraph 4 that “The Committee are nothin a 
position to give a complete and hnal report.’* 

A number of concluRions were put forward, some admittedly of a provi- 
sional character. 

. ^ 

'Speaking generally, it was behoved that means could be found for improv- 
ing the chemical composition of the effluent, but the danger arising from 
bacterial pollution would still remain. Suggestions were made that effluents 
should be used as feed-water for boilers, or carried well out into the mid- 
stream away from the banks, by suitable pipes. 

On the requisition of Government, Dr. G. F, Fowler, D.sc., f.t.c.. 
Consulting Chemist to the Manchester Corporation Rivers Committee, arrived 
in Calcutta on the 14th January, 1906, and he submitted a report on the 
septic tanks in Bengal and the purification of sewage, which was published in 
1907. I quote the followiifjy lines from this printed report for the information 
of Your Excellency’s Council : — 

* Now, of all the pollutions that rivers are subjected to, by far the most 
serious is the addition of sewage, specially in a country like India, where 
untiltered river water, taken very near tlie edge, is the drinking supply of 
thousands. 

* The purest water in the Hooghly in every sense of the term is to be 
found in the middle of the stream; this water is very pure and shows very 
littl(‘ contamination of a dangerous character. 

‘There is a zone of pollution extending along both banks due to matter 
put into the river. 

‘ This pollution is largely represented by great incrc^ase in the group of 
bacilli that may be called fmcal in origin, and therefore it is a serious 
contamination. 

‘ Tlie septic tank effluent- is largely responsible for this ] ollution. 

‘ As the number of septic tanks are on the increase, the amount of pollu- 
tion will also increase.’ 

L(4/ me quote the following lines from the valuable book, ‘A Manual of 
the I’rinciples of S(^wage Treatment ’ by Pi'ofes^^or Dunbar, Din^etor of tin* 
Institute of State Hygiene, Hamburg, which has been translated into English 
by Dr. H. T. Calvert, m.sc., pii. d., f.i.c., Chief- Chemical Assistant, West 
Riding of Yorkshire : — 

* The tank effluents are always putrescent and give rise to foul smells by 
the escape of gases when they are agitated.’ 

Again, * the biological treatment is usually more difficult with sei^tic tank 
effluent than with fresh sewage.’ 

‘ At Hamburg contact beds would be filled six times a day with fresh 
sewage without yielding an unsatisfa,ctory effluent, whereas thej^ would only 
take septic sewage twice a day.’ 

Mr. G. K. Kershaw, who was for more than twelve years Engineer to the 
Royal Commission on sewage disposal, in his famous work on ‘Modern 
Methods of Sewage Purification ’ has stated that ‘ the recent typhoid 
e])idemic at Lincoln arising from a polluted water-supply shows that, even 
in case of large towns, one weak spot in an apparently satisfactory system 
may be the direct cause of considerable loss of life and great expense. It is 
unfortunately the case that the incidence of disease is most marked in the 
poorer districts of a community, w'here the inbabitants are least able to resist 
it.’ ^ 
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Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji, 

‘Life’ is called in Bengali languagi? and ‘ dihon ’ also moans 

' Water.’ In a trt)pical province liko Bengal, pure water is a most valuable 
asset to one’s life and Your Kxcelleney is aware of this lamentable fact that 
inany millions of the people on both sides c)f tlie Hoo/hly river are without 
a filtered water-supply and consequently they are obliged to draw their vsup[)l3’ 
of drinking water from the sacred Bhagirathi. 

It is laid down under the Bengal Factories Rules of lUlif that ‘ tht‘ 
eftiuont from a septic tank latrine installations shall not be discharged into 
any river unless — 

(а) it is clear, free from f{e(*al odour and non-putrt^sc‘il>h\ and nitrific^a- 
tion has definitely commenced, and 

(б) it has been sterilized by the addition to each gallon of livi‘ grains of 
fresh chlorinated lime,’ 

It does not reciuire additional argummits to adduce that some sort of 
precaution has become urgently ntM^essary, having regard to tht^ present 
dangerously contaminated condition of tlie water of tin* IBm )Klily, whothcr, an 
a matter of practice, tlie requirements under tlie Factories llnl(‘s referred to 
above are strictly observed. I’hereforc I move ibis Itesolul ion for the kind 
consideration of Your Kxcelleney s C^mncil. 


The Hon’bl<‘ Hahu Stv Nauay.an MuKiiAii.ii said 

“ My Tjord, I bold in my band two e ipies of tlie results of oheinieal and 
i.ac^teriological examination of unHlt.-r.-d wati-r of tboCianffes recently siqiplied 
to fb(' various Munioipalities. Hearing, as they <lo. the signature of the 
Sanitary Commissioner of Hengal, these reports assnmo a ebaraeter the cor- 
reetnofis of which it is impossible to call in question. \V liat wc lind in them 
is that the water testeil was found lo'eontain countless bacteria in * 
and showed non-resistant lyiic fa-cal bacilli in (U e.<- iii. heating that it 
eontuinod such a large amount of faecal pollution, probaldy derived Irom 
human excreta, as to render it dangm-ous to use it for drinking pniposes, 
unlcBS it has first lieen filtered or hoihsl. ‘ Ne.glect of these precautions 
continues the report, ‘ will expose persons to the risk ol conti acting ( holein, 
typhoid fever, dysentery, .liarrlnea ami other water-borne .hsoaseH, am 
concludes with the following warning : ‘ In every ease the attention ot the 
whole population should he q/d led, if necessary by heat ol d. uni, to the pro 
sent dangerously contaminated condition of the river watio-. 

It would, I feel sure, he no revelation to the. Hon hie Menihers 

if, with Your Lordship’s permission, I were to make the 
tlie Ganges adds to its chara.-ter of uselulness a degree ^ 

the estiiSition of the Hindus not unlike Hial of '‘‘'Vlj 'i.S L water 

Nile in the pristine days of Rome and Fjgypi. •n*^'**'** p „• ..ll culinarv 

to the inhabitants of all riparian towns and villages. F n all eulmaiy 

and other household purposes its watei is gi-ii ia y - ifter 

people living on its banks, hut by men from the 

immersion in it on auspicious days and fo(.ling 

home for purposes of worshipping t ie./ ^ 

of gratefuliiess in the Hindus has at all times ^ 

ness to deify propitious and ministrant lorci^s o i « • simple ’ 

that the apothrosis of the Ganges is to he ^^rihu ted U J .mt 

writes Sister Nivedita. ‘ the Ganges is completely 
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worship which has been paid to it. ’ In a truly poetic vein he adds : ' He 

who has once bo(ni conquered by the fascination of its waters will not cease 
to yearn for them so long as he lives.’ 1 am afraid 1 shall be repeating a 
truism when I say that the old law-givers of India were not blind to the part 
played by water in the human economy, nor to the mjcessity of preserving its 
purity. We find in the Institutes of yishriii the broad general injunction : 

* A man must not throw any impure substance into water.’ 

‘Rivers,’ according to Dr. Parke^ ‘are capable of a certain amount of 
self-purification by natural means.’ ‘ River waters,’ writes 8ir Pardey 
Lnkie, ‘ are constantly liable to pollution by men and animals. If it were not 
for th(5 beneficent purifying fvork of oxygen, rivers in this country would sqgii 
become litthi more t han open sewers.’ Hut a vast sewer the river has become 
the discharge into it of the effluents from the septic tanks of about 40 mills 
in this part of Bengal alone, each mill employing tliree to four thousand work- 
men and (ioolies. We can never believe that the pollution of this sacred river 
can evt?r be regarded with equanimity by any Indian, far less by any Hindu 
gentleman, (wen if expert opinion had gone to show that the septic t^nk efflu- 
iuits were chemically pure, and l)acteriologically innocuous. 

Looking back to the genesis of the septic tank moveiiicnt in this Province 
wc find that at the instance of t he Sanitary Board a C^:)nnuittec was appoint(^d 
in April, 1904, t o report on the working of the tlien existing septie tank instal- 
lations in the Bengal mills, and on tlu^ ‘means whicli sliould b(^ adopted to 
render the system eflicituii and fre(^ from objection.’ The resolution further 
directed : ‘ If discharges into tlu* river is pcuunitted the t’oininittee should 

rejM)rt the conditions which they consider necessary in onle.r that this may b(* 
don(^ without (l(‘trim(‘nt to the public health.’ Now, Sir. the discharge into 
the river was ])orniitt(‘(l with th(^ result that, in spite of widespread opposition 
at the tiiu(‘, mostly on religious, yclept sentimental grounds, and in spite of the 
fipprehension entertained about the effluents from septic tanks proving danger- 
ous for want of proper precautionary measures and sufiieient safeguards, thi^ 
abuse has been allow(*d to continue for nearly a <iecade and half till it has 
reached alarming proportions. 1 fully understand that this is a strong indict- 
ment against sept ic tank installations ; but it is for this Council to determine 
wliether it is wcll-nuM'ited or not. 1 do not know which of the three systems 
of septic tank installation mentioned in Messrs. Notter and Firth’s excellent 
treatise on Hygiene is in vogue in tlie several mills in this Province, but the 
fact remains that the filtrates or effluents from the several tanks have become 
highly objectionable from a hygienic and sanitary point of view. In England 
the Rivers Pollution Acts of 1876 and 1890. pro^jibit the pollution of any stream 
or river by allowing crude sewage to flow' into it. Here in India, though the 
system of septic installations has been introduced to prevent pollution, doubts 
are entertained as to whether complete care is taken to go the whole hog so 
far as the processes connected with the chemical treatment of sewage are 
concerned. I have under the circumstances no hesitation in appealing.to the 
benevolent sympathy of Your Lordship’s Government, and trust that the 
revision of the Bengal Factories Rules, 1912, as recommended, will bo effected. 
1 have under the circumstances great pleasure in supporting the motion of the 
Hon’ble Rai M. C. Mitra Bahadur.” 


The Hon’ble Sib Nii.katan Sarkar Said : — 

“ My Lord, the resolution moved by my Hon’ble friend involves two 
important questions of sanitation : firsts the question of the disposal of the 
sewage, and second^ the question of river pollution. 

*As regards the question of the disposal of sewage by what is called 
the anaerobic method, nioet of the authorities are agreed that if that method 
is followed \vith proper precautions, sewage might be considerably purified. 
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But the irethod coiiHistft ol a series of olieuiical, nieeliaiH(‘aI and hioloxrical 
processeB, each of which requires the constant attenti<,ii of some coinpi^teut 
assistants. Dr. howler, who, as we all know, is an ox|X‘ri in these matters 
in a paper which he read belWe the Internati(mal Ccm^^ress of lly^^iene and 
Demography in Berlin in 1909, Insisted upon three important conditions, amongst 
others, for the attainment of successful results : ^rs(, a particular tenqHu-a- 
ture ; second, a particular quantity of water ; and third, an effici(*nt eondition of 
the mechanical arrangements. He said also, in conru'ction with teintii^rature, 
that whereas in the tiopics tln^rt' art* in tiie t (.unperatin'c' (.*(*rtmn favoui'ahh* 
conditions for the early purification of fh(‘ oflensive suhstanees, then* is also 
some source of danger in th(‘ high tempi^ratiin* prtoailing there ; and as 
regards water, he insisted upon a niinimuni (iiiantity of iivr gallons per head 
of the users. Then, as regards tin* efllmuit. he advocattMl. as he iudicaietl hy 
(experiments, suhsequc^nt percolation and filtration ; and h(e said that after four 
repetitions of the filtration process of tin* saiiK* litiiiid, h(‘ could n^hicc 
the olqectionablo bacilli from om* million to 419 coloni(es. 'Phis shows that 
(‘V(^n after very i*areful filtration, tln^v arci not, altog4*th('r rtmiovcMi from 
the ("fflumit. Then he had to lall i)a(‘k iifion ch(uiiical autis<'pti(^H and 
h(^ adv’ocated hy[>oc‘ldorit(eH. At tliat time, In^ was not whol(e“h('art(Hl in 
his support as regards tin* addition ol th(*s(‘ clnniiieals h>r this |>articnlar 
object ; he suggested in fact that (*v(vry (.‘fhirt. should inad(' to pro(lucc an 
clflmmt hy ordinary filtration processes of tin* higln^st p^jssibh* [)urity. It 
would b(^ iinsafcj to aHsuni(% in tln^ abstmcc* of tin* exact k nowhxlgt*, that tin* 
complex effluent imperfc^etly oxidisixl hy natural agencies could In* n^inleri^d 
harmless by the ac'tion of Iiyf) 0 (diloritt^*s. 'idnui In* say^ that tln^ admission 
of hypochlorite of limf^ might also huvt* injnrKjiiK eir(‘ct s on tin* microscopic 
or plankton life of tin* riv(M\ tin* results of which are not 4‘asy to for(‘Kee. 

He insists ujxin tin* (*filu(*nfs l>(*ing ])ro(hnn*d in properly (‘onstruetcMl and 
])r()perly manag(*<l installations, and further ilieir Ixing treat<‘d forajxn-iol 
of two hours in an isolation tank l)efor(‘ a<lmisHion to a slr(*ani. 

Ilis conclusion was: — 'When* th(*r(* is dang(‘r of bacterial pollution at 
tin* outfall, it is a Ivisahlc, wln*r(* iioHsihle. to utilist^ tlio «‘tHtn*rit lor flushing 
latrines. When tln^ proeixlnia* is impossible, sttu-ilisation hy hypochlorites 
can he «'ie(*onq)lislied and if certain jirecautions art- tak(*n no difl[icnlti(‘s inanl 
arls(^ at the outfall on this aiicount,’ 

It will be a<liiiitt(*d that a coinplicat(‘d plant lik‘* wlrit is (h^scrihod h^^ 
Ih*. Fowler is likely to go wrong at least in sonn* purls i?i tin* coursf^ of time ; 
and it re(|uires constant (^art? and attention to koj^p n in efficient order. 
Further, nothing like the laborator pr(^ciKion ohH(M*v(xl hy Dr. Fowhu* could 
he <*xpecte<i in a big ])lant installed anywln*n*. 

Now, as regards my s(icond point, viz., that of river pollution, I may 
t>e permitted t.o state that aft(M* c^ar(*fnl ohstowal ions 1 fonn 1 that tin*, river 
water is highly polluted, particmlarly in tin* porti(m of tin* riv(*r lying between 
llooghly and Barrackpur. from which <Jifrer( !)t s.amph*s of water werc^ taken 
and examined l)acteriologically during the last fortnight. 1 he examinations 
showed a very had state of p<jllution. In some samples, wi* c.ouM find five 
hundred colonies of bacilli growing in tlie course <^)f the 24 hours. There 
were two of the worst kinds that product, disc^ase. Phe observations 
were confined to tln 3 particular area, I mean the area extending from Hfxighly 
on one side to Palta on the otln^r. T am perfectly (convinced that the water 
there is unsuitable for drinking purposes, in fact it is dangerous. 
m 

As regards the sources of this pollution, there must be many. There was 
a-u enquiry held regarding the matter in 1909. I have carefully read M^or 
(now Lieutenant-Colonel) Clemesha’s report. I quite agree with him when 
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he attaches the carrying suiiage i/uWP^ 

the interior into the river. I agree also as regards the pollution caused by 
the boatmen and the brickfield coolies. 1 do not, however, see how he forgot 
o sav Whiiig, good, bad or indifieront, as regards about eighty, sept c 
installations on both sides of the river at that tune. Be that as it ^ 

not luvself say that the septic tanks in the mills are solely responsible f 
!i Rt'ite of the river at the preHent time, as there are many other 

‘l'® -»■■>» ' Mie™ ..hat sms t..ne that 

r horough enquiry ahould be held Into the state ot things m this o™n.O; i 

i d irfhe meantime, to bo on the sate side, »here the margin ei safet., 
is so slender, I should certainly pray that the effluents of the septic tanks 
in. tlio mills should he deviated away from the river and used foi ot,hc 
niifn.iKfis There are various purposes for which this effluent could be 

uliiliHod T might mention some ot them; at least when the water loo'S 

utiiiisea. 1 K feeding the boilers. I know, of course 

Urn coobos in the mills would object to this ; hut if the effluent be first allowed 
ho flow into something like a big basin or tank and then it is J'" f 

other side of the tank, I think the obioction would disappear, llu.n, it iiia\ 
also he used for irrigation ; I admit, however, that this is only possible lot 
do-ht months in the year. Then again when sufficiently oxidised the eflluent 
n ? d i rb^ if it i« collected in big tanks it may form a 

very goil pond* for fish culture. That is the biological methcKl ab<>P'cJ ‘JJ 
maiiy^ parts of the world for the disposal of sewage. On a small 
prevailed in old towns like Dacca, where there were eess-pools in which theie 
w’oi’c alwayy some l)ig fisli growing. 

Then drainage ot the riparian area is one of the most important questions 
til at will confront us within a Bhort time. 

As regards the tank scheme, it may appear rather strange. >’«t it ha.s 
bec'ii carefully calculated, that a tank one acre in area would be siiihcieiii 
b^ the sewage of a population of six hundred persons ; and if such sewage has 
boon previously subjected to a liquifying process m anaerobic tanks, ont 
such tank should suffice for the sewage of ten tunes this population. 
However, these are questions which are to bo decided by experts and 1 
can only suggest. The question of river pollution is becoming a veiy 
urgent question, and it is my prayer that a Commission bo appointed 
to ^investigate into the whole thing. I am as mucli interesUjd in tl e 
industrial developmcnr of - the land as in tlie public health ol the 
Province • I believe that industrial development and public bealth rnus 
co-operate with one another for the good «f 

for the goo.1 ot humanity. None of these can bo neglected , 
will multiply in the near future. It will not do to say that we ^uh 
to accomuKKlate the factories in the interests of the public health ; on the 
other hand, difficult problems of sanitation m oonnection wit.i faetone 
must be solved, without neglecting important sanitary questions. 

[At this stage the Hon’ble Member had to conclude his remarks, be 
having reached the tiine-liniit.] 

The Hon’ble Mahakajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said ; 

“ Mv Lord, at this hour of the day, it is not my intention to detain the 
Council for very long. But I shall make some general observations on some 
of the points raised by the speakers at the end of my speech. ^ ®*‘ould, 
however^ at the very outset say that Government are ready to accept the 
secTd mnendinent proposed by the Hon’ble Member. 
duty of the Septic Tank Inspector to inspect septic tanks and latrine 
lions, and there can be no Objection whatever in changing the rule so as to 
maki it clear that this is one of hie prescribed duties. 
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Ah regardti the first .utHeiiiimeiit. 1 nin ineliiitvl to think that 
the Hon’ble Mover has perhaps not fully understoiKl tlu' ohjt'ct and scope of 
the rule, which he has just read out. This rule simply lays dt)wn the con- 
dition which must be fulfilled and the broach of which renders the occupier 
and manager of the mill liable to prosecutioti and punishment. There is no 
need whatever for the certificate that these conditions are being fulfilltHi. 
If the Inspector finds at the time of his inspection that the rule is being 
observed and that the effluent is clear, odourless and properly sterilized, 
there is no need for further action. If, on tiie other hand, he finds that the 
rule is not being observed, ho makes a report and administrative notion is 
then taken. For instance, notice's are issued to the mills ordering them to 
make proper arrangements for the purity of e.fflimnt, or the Magistrate is 
directed to give a warning, or if tiie mill authorities do not take that warn- 
intr, a prosecution may be institutoil. It will make no difference if the 
Inspector is required to give a certificate to tin* etteet that the ifflhient is 
clear, free from odour and sterilised Ity chlorination. Such a certificatt' 
would not only be superfluouu. but mi'ht »>V(Ui he positively mischievous, 
for the mill manager having his certificate might become careless and not 
see that the effluent is regularly purified. Again, such a emtificate might 
not have a continuing effect. It would oidy r<>ler to the state ol things as 
the Inspector found them at the time of his visit. It wouhl he no guarantee 
that the effluent was properly sterilised afta-r his visit. Government, tlicue- 
fore, while sympathjsing with tlu' ohji'ct of the Ilon’hle Mover, which js to 
secure the purification of efflinuit, do not considtn- the amendment necessary. 
Go\« 3 rnnient are anxious that thert' should be no pollution from septic taiiks. 
and while the matter is receiving the close attenti(.n of Govtunnnmt they 
fail tu.i»<jc how the amendment proposed can serve any uselul purp<*se, and 
on this account they are unable to accept this part of the motion. 


Now I wish to turn to certain points raised by the Ilon’hle Mover of ll.e 
resolution as well as suhsequimt spi'akers. The Hon hie Moycu- very justly 

points out the present stat(> of the river Hh.agirathi near ih.- place where he 
hails from. On the other hand, in moving this resolution, he has laid more 
str(\ss on the fact that the present comlition of the river wat^er is largely, 

if not mainly, due to the pollution caused by t Im septic tanks. Now, my 

Lord, that is 'not the fact. In rer.ly to an uiistarred .lUestion l.y the 1 <in hie 
Siv Narayan Mukharji at this v<>ry. meefmg m winch he asked whethe. 
such contamination is due mainly, if not largely, to the < ise uiige loin n 

septic installations in the several jute mills on I'otli lanks <> i n- "y ' - 

Government has replii'd that so far as they are awaie t icy 

this is not so. Wc all know that all along the river hanks Iroin oog i y < own 
to Serampore, there are unfortunately c'pidemics of eholeia. ui wou < i.iv 
been a little more cautious if 1 had been the ( ha.rman 
Ghinsura Municipality in making this accus.ation, m view o i< ai , y. ' 
has already been brought to the notic.> of the Government U.at 1 he Mooghly- 
Ghinsura Municipality, possessing, as it iloes. a j 

work it or worked it in such a way that lor the neg ec o la . a 
was an epidemic of cholera in Ilooghly-C/hiiisuia. 

My Lord, the Hon’hle Sir Nilnatan Sarkar has 

siieoch— to which I shall make some relercnce lyei on that * ' 

is unsuitable for various reasons. The sources of 

coming through khaU and creeks ; du,. to ho.ymen. .Im- ' ‘7.*; " , ht It^r 
the brlckfieldf— and all these combine to "f^e the present sta^^ 
of the Bhagirathi undesirable as it is to be found bctwr.n Bai .nkpii 
Hooghly. 

twrrr;'Lo"S‘. "iTa f 
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liai R. C. Pal Bahadur. 

Bhagirathi, not to iirie this dangerously contaminated water, has led to a 
certain amount of misunderstanding and misapprehension. As I have already 
said, Government as at present advised do not think that any serious, or, in 
fact, any contamination is due, to any extent, to the dischai'ge from the septir 
tanks. That lieing so, I think the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal was 
pei’fectly justified in issuing a circular to these rural municipalities, especially 
those nt^ar the riverside, to warn people against the dangerous condition of the 
water. Jt is possible that the language used by him might have been mis- 
understood l)y some people, and that the condition of the river having been 
notified to the people by beat of drums might have caused some unnecessary 
(‘xciteinent. Be that, however, as it may, the main point is that while I have 
already agreed, on behalf of Government, to accept the second part of this 
motion, I hav (3 explained why Government are unable to accept the first 
part of the iiu>tion, and I think it my duty to disabuse the minds of those* 
Hon’bh^ Members who liave spoken on th(3 subject as well as the other 
momliers of Your Excellency's Council of the fact that the contamination of 
the Bliagirathi, although it does exist, is due to other reasons than tlie septic 
lanks. We are in a position to say that in certain cases there may have been 
l(‘akago8 owing to certain septic tanks not having been properly worked ; but 
it is no doubt that the present condition of the river is due to several caus(*s 
combined, and not to the septic tanks, as is the general idea that some of tin* 
jueinbers have got in their minds. 

I sliall now' turn to some of the points raised by the Hcm’ble Sir 
Nilratan Sarkar. 1 do not propose to discuss at any length the quest i(#» In* 
has raised about the Commission or (yommittee on the suggestion he has 
made of utilising the effluent for feeding boilers or for purposes ()£jin"rf]gatiou 
. or for making fish culture out of the septic effluent. This is a matter w'hich 
will no doubt receive the attention of Government in due time ; but as it is 
beyond the scope of this resolution, I shall dismiss it for the moiiumt. There 
is no doubt that the Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar can do a great deal wdth 
effluents ; hut at present we have got to keep the septic tanks that w(? have 
in proper order ; and I may assure the Council that the matter is reeeiviuj^ 
the closest aitoiition of Government. 1 hope, therefore, that the Hon’bh 
Mover of this resolution will accept the proposal made hy the Government on 
the subject.” 

The llon’ble Rai Rauha Chakan Pal Bahadur said : — 

‘‘.J^v Lord, I have listened with great interest to the instructive speecli 
of the Hon'l)le‘SiV ^Nilratan Sarkar. 1 find that he has discoursed at lengtl 
on the subject of river’* po/^llption anti I believe that my friend — I may b* 
j)ermitted to suggest — will 8ome“a.\p^ bring up a resolution particularly will 
reference to this matter so that we press the necessity for the appoint 

ment of a Committee. 

With refereiict^ to this resolution itsPelf, w'hat I find is this, that i li 
Hon'ble Member in charge seems to be (liflinc,'''lined lo accept the first part c 
the resolution. When 1 came to this Council, J had not a copy of the Factor 
Rules with me, but I have now got a copy, and 1 do not know w^hat possibl 
objection there can be t o accepting the first part o f this resolution. There i 
a rule, viz., 19 (3) which enjoins that the eftlue* pt from a septic tank o 
latrine shall not be discharged into the river unless c certain processes whicl 
are given there arc gone through. My Hon’ble frief^d has suggested tha 
there should be an Inspector who shall personally ^hat it is properl 

trt ated before it is discharged into the river. It imtvjy be suggested tha 
the mill authorilies will look to that, but with regard to tt 3 jiat,.rny Lord, I ma 
state that we have got municipal rules in Calcutta which require the owner 
or occupiers of houses to do certain things and the autlHiorities do not alway 
rely on the assurance of the owners or occupiers on tha prcipsent case, also 1 d 
not think that we should rest content with rnill-owners’ as ^surances.” 
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Maharajadhir(fja Bahadur of Jiurd van : Uni jR. (\ Uaf Bahadur; 

Uai AI, (.\ Mitra Bahadur. 

M-AH AKAJ AUHIRAJA RaHAUUK oI l>nr<l\vau (lIltiMTUpt I ; Sihi ; — 

My Lord, are Iiispectorb who inspi^et septic latiks. ’ 

I'he Hoii'ble Uai Radha Chakan Pal lUHAiniR Haul : — 

“My lord, I know that there are InspectoiH, hut (he ohjeet of tluB 
amendment is that on every occasion before the contents art* tliseharj^al into 
the river, the Inspector should see that they have luH^n properly treated. 
My Lord, it rnay entail some additional trost. hut it will not pn^ss very 
heavily on the rich jute mill-owners on both sidt's oftht* rivtM*. 1 do not 
see, therefore, what is the harm in adopting: this 8U^gt‘stion. WIumi (tovern- 
inent has framed its rule, all we want, on behalf td our eommunily, is tliat if 
this process is regularly gone through bofon* tlu^ is <1 is(*hargi*d into the 

river, (iovertiinent should not l(‘av(* it tmt irt‘1 y to the mill assistants wit h 
(jasiial inspections by the Jnsp(*ctor Your Lordship is perhaps wt^ll awart* that 
tiien^ is a large volume of public. f(‘eling against tln^ installation of h(*pti(* tanks 
and the discharge of their effluent (-o tln^ river. It is an old, old (*ry ; and tlu*rt' 
is a strong ptiblic feeling that many of the ilist^ases, Hp(*cially t h<^ (*pidemic‘s, siieh 
as cholera, dysentery, etc., and otinu' wa(t*r-bormMliHeast*s, are due. 1 do not say 
mainly but to a large extent, t(» tin' dis(*hargo from the si‘}>tic‘ tanks. 1 know, 
my Lord, that one of the cj:-MemlM*rs of the Kxeeuttve ('ouinul of this Pre- 
sidency, vi/., Raja Kisori Lai Oossain, Ironi his ph'nu^ in the Rritish Indian Asso- 
ciation, urged upon the attention of ( rov(*rnment t he ins essity oF eloS(*r at ten- 
•tiori to this matter, if not the clo'^iiig or at l(‘asl, the <liverHion of the e.ontents of 
septic tanks to the tiolds. Tin* grii'vancijs of tlu‘ p(‘ople hav<' l)een pressed on 
many occasions on the attentioti of Government . I hope at least the Maharaja- 
dhiraja Rahadur of Burdwan, wlio, although now annexcG i,o 1 he ( iov('i:nment, 
belongs primarily to us, will lake* the in<itt(*r into liis e.onsideratiou and will 
induce the Govornment to rt'inovi' this danger to the ptM)])h‘ by instituting 
proper cjoutrol over tlie se[)tie tank installation until scune innasure 
is deviscul to divert the contents as sugg(*st(Ml by tin* lion bbs Nir Nilratan 
Sarkar.” 

Tile Hon’IMe Rai Mahenoua (hiANOUA Mitha Bahadlj: said : — 

‘‘My liOrd, in moving this resolution I Iiavo' come lorwar<l to I'eprescmt 
the grievaiici^s of tliose p(K)ple who live on tin' two sides of tlie river. 
Thf^se art* not imaginary grievances which I havt* put. bedore tin* C'ouikuI. 
Every morning or every ev^ening when people go to bat In? in (In* river ( ln*y 
feel this difficulty, ddiose considerations leil me t o conn' to \ f)ur l^xtadltun^y s 
Council and to represent (be grievances ol the j)eophi by submitting a 
resolution. The resolution is, as 1 havt* said, a very molc'st yua, ^ 
have Inspectors of Septic Tank Installations. 1 Ini InHptntor is requirtMl 
under the rules to submit a certificate. bu( then bis t^ertiheatt* is simply to 
the effect — I recently inspected tin* factory iiottid abovt*. lb* goes occa'- 
sionally, inspects the factori(*s and mills, and siihinits a report. I wish, 
niy Lord, that that certificate should be. giv(*n before the actual mnsanee is 
^mmmitted. I expected that the Government Member in charge, the Hon bio 
Maliarajadbiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, would 8yni[)atliise with me and allow 

this, a very modest resolution, to be paHS<*d. 

Now, so far as the merits of the resolution go, it appears that the re- 
solution only says that an Inspector should carefully see that the requireiiients 
of tliat section, viz., section 19, are complied with an I nothing more. It is 
the duty of the Inspector to <lo it, and I press upon tin;, consideration of 
the Government Member in charge, the HoiYble Maharajadliiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan, to consider whether these duties shoald nr,t be ^^rfonned in 
the way suggested in my resolution. It is for tlieso reas'ms that 1 moved 
this resolution. There you have the Inspector and you rt>quire him to 
Bubmit a report. Why not do it in such a way that there will be greater 
ooutrol over the working of the septic tanks ? Of course, wo understand, 
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Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdican. 

iny Lord, that tlie Mill Manager or Superintendent inspects the work ; hut 
iny view was — and I still retain it — that the Government Inspector should 
actually see that the work was properly done. According to the suggestions 
made in my resolution, there will be some control over the pollution of the 
riv(ir water. Larger questions have been discussed in the Council, and I 
am sorry to find that the Chairman of the Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality 
has been rebuked for the neglect of his work. I do admit, my Lord, that 
there has been neglect on the part of the Chairman of the Hooghly-Chinsura 
Municipality ; but in moving this resolution I never expected a review of 
the work of the Chairman from the Hon’ble Member in charge, because 
before the water-works were introduced in Hooghly there was an outbreak 
of cholera. Since the introduction of water-works, I submit, there have been 
no such epidemics. 

'riie Hon’ble Mahaua.jadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ( interrupting ) said : — 

That is not a fact. What I said was that even after the introduction of 
the water-works, owing to the stoppage of waler-supply due to some^ defects 
in the water-works, cholera broke out. ” 

The President said : — 

The Hon’lde Member will have an opportunity of replying later on. ’’ 
Th(^ Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ( continuing) said : — 

'‘My Lord, I will not deal with this question. The Hon’ble Mdiiler 
will perhaps excuse me for referring to the observations which he made. 
But whatever it may be, that is the resolution 1 have submitted before the 
Council. 

As regards the second part of the resolution, 1 am thankful, my Lord 
to the Hon’ble Member in charge for his kindly allowing this part to 
accepted because it will be of some help. The resolution suggests that the 
insptiction should be made as a matter of course and not as a matter of 
option. 1 do not like to waste the time of the Council by discussing further on 
tbe merits or to go back upon the remarks which have been m^^le by the 
Hon’ble Member in charge, and 1 only pray that this Council will consider 
the first part of my resolution. ” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said : — 

My Lord, 1 am not. quite clear whether the Hon’ble Member wishes to 
press his resolution. As I have stated, the Government are quite willing to 
accept the second porticm of his resolution, but 1 should like to make a few 
observations. I have already said that the attention of Government has 
been drawn to these septic-tank installations, that the Government are 
going to give their closest attention to this matter, and that the reason why 
Government do not wish to accept the first portion is because they think it 
to be superfluous and that by the acceptance of the wording it might easily 
be possible for some of the mill-owners to evade the very thing which the 
Hon’ble Member wished to be rectified. 

Now, as regards the rebuke that I am guilty of having given to the 
Hon’ble Mover, I think that I was justified for the simple reason that the 
Hon’ble Mover was not only Trying to point out to this Council that cholera 
and other epidemics which unfortunately prevailed in Hooghly and the 
adjoining places were mainly and solely due to the construction of the septic 
tanks, but what is more, he wanted to prove that cholera broke out in 
Hooghly before the water- works came to be installed there ; whereas, as a 
matter of fact, Government have got authoritative opinion that for the water- 
works not having been properly worked by the Municipality, of which the 
Hon’ble Member happens to be the Chairman, the Municipality was really 
responsible for an outbreak of cholera. I think, therefore, that I was perfectly 
justified, on behalf of Government, in mentioning that matter to the Hon’ble 
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Mover in my speech. Government are quite willing to accept the siHH»ud 
portion, as I have already stated. 

The Presidknt said : — 

“ The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan has explained that 
Government are quite prepared to act upon the second of the two amcudinents 
proposed in his resolution. They are not, however, j)nq)artul to act upon the 
first of the two amendments Two couises are, therefore, open to the Ht)iri>ie 
Mover — either to withdraw his resolution or else to j)ress his resoiuti<)n to 
a division.’' 

The Hon’blo Rai Mahenora Chandra Mitra Bahadi r said : — 

‘‘ May T be allowed to put the two parts of the resolution s(q)aratoly ? If 
the Government does not accept the second portion, becauHt‘ I press for the 
first portion, I shall have no other alternative but to withdraw tln^ n‘Solu- 
tion. 


The President said : — 

‘‘ As I have already’ inentioiu'd the Governmtuit arc* prc'parcMl to act upon 
tlie second part and that has been clearly statcwl. With regard to the* first 
part of the resolution, Government arc' not prequared to a(*t upon it and I 
understand that the Hon’bh* Mover desires a division to be* tak(‘n upon it. 

I would put it more clearly. If the* Hon’ble Mover wishc's to takc^ a vote 
upon the first portieju, it will not altcu* the decision of ( J overnmcuit . The 
Government are prepared to act upon the second part. 'Jdie only effecl, so 
far as the Government are conccu*ned, of the division will be* to dcceidc^ 
whether the ('ouncil as a whole or a majority of thc^ Councdl an^ in favour of 


acting upon the first portion.” 

A division was then taken with the 


— 16 , I 

The Hon’ble 8ir Nilratan Sarkar. i 

„ ,, Mr. Aininur Rahman. 

,, Mr. Provash CUnmder | 

Mittor. ■ 

„ „ Babu 8hib Narayan 

Mukharji. 

„ „ Sir D«ba Prasad Sarbadhi- ^ 

kari, Kt., C.i.e. 

„ „ Rai Deboiider (duinder 

Ghose Bahadur. 

„ „ Rai Radha Charaii Pal 

Bahadur. 

„ „ Dr. AbdiiUa-al-Mamiin 

Snhrawardy. 

„ „ Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan 

("haudhuri. 

,, „ Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 1 

„ „ Mr. Altaf Ali. 

„ „ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. j 

„ Rai Mahendra Chandra j 

Mitra Bahadur. ■ 

„ ,, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

„ Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,, ,, Babu Kiahori Mohan j 

Chaudhuri. | 


following rc'Hult : — 

— IH. 

Th.* Hon’bh* Sir ID*nry Win^dt-r. K.C.I.B., 
(\s.l. 

,, Mr. .1. (i. CummiiiR, c.s.l., 

C.I.E. 

„ „ Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, 

K.C.H.I., K.C.I.E., I.U.M., 

Maharaja<lhirajtt Haha* 
<lur of Bur<lwan. 

Mr. J. H. Krrr, c.s.l., C.I.K. 
,, Mr. C. J. Httjvenaon'Moore, 

c.v.o, 

,, Major-Goncfral W. H. B. 

RcdciiiHon, C.B., I.M.H. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’Mallc^y. 

Mr. F. A. A. (>>wley. 

Mr. H P. Duval. 

Mr. W. (’. Wor(Nwortli. 

Mr. (^ F. I'aynu. 

Rai Priva Nath Mukharji 
Bahadur, I.S.O. 

Sir Raj«-«^ Nath 
Mukharji, K.C.l.E. 

Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wooil, 
(M.B. 

Mr. J. W. H<ilf-Hutchiu- 
»on. 

„ Mr. W. B. Omm, C.B.E. 

Mr. E. B. Edim. 

’’ ’ Mr. BL tt. A. Irwin, C.I.E. 
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Adjournment. 

'riie following members wore abnont ; — 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. (J. P. Gibbons, k.c. 

,, ,, Mr, J. Donald, tj.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. C. H. Bonipas, c.s.i. 

,, the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.i^ 
,, Mr. J. Mackenzie, o.b.e. 

,, ,, Raja Hrishikesh Laha, (m.e. 

,, ,, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

„ ,, Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 

,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

,, Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.E., c.h.e. 

,, Maulvi Abul Kasein. 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

,, ,, Babu Bhabondra Chandra Ray. 

,, Rai Sri Natli Ray Bahadur. 

,, ,, Babu Maheiidra Nath Ray, (m.e. 

,, Babu Amluka Charan Mazumdar. 

^I'he Ayes being 16 and the Nook 18 the motion was lost. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Th(^ ('ouncil was then ad journed sine die, 

A. M. HUT(^HISON, 

Secy, to the (rovi. of Benyal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative < 'ouncil 


CAia uTTA ; 

The 26th September, 191H. 
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APPENDIX A. 

(ReferreJ to in the Answer to Qiieelion No. XXXIX.) 

Conferenoe of Presidents of Panohayats and Chairmen of 

Union Committees. 

Darru, i^sth 1UI7. 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINIJS. 

The Conference was convened at the reiiue.si of many Prenidems of Paiiehayat*^ and 
Chairmen of Union Committees with Uie object of di^cussui^ various iuipertunt mutters 
relating to their work. All the rresideiits and (diairmen of Dacca District wen- iinited 
and also such members of Panchayats and Union ("ommittees as e\preast‘il a special wish 
to attend. The Government officers present includi*d the Suhdi visional officers ami 
Circle officers of the district, the Director and other officers of (ho Agricultural Doparl- 
ment,and the Deputy Inspector-CJemual ami several other Police officers. His Eve Honey 
the Governor of Bengal, the lion’hle Mr. Heatson Hell ami Sir Henry Wheeh^r, Meinhers 
of the Executive Council, Mr. L. Birley, c.l.K., and Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, l.t’.K., were alst* 
pr(‘8ent during a part of the proceedings. The total number of pt^rsons proseiit i-i 
estimated at over 800. 

The proceedings were held in a large optui gmlown at the 1 arm>Hteading of the 
Government Farm at Manipur, Dacca. lhfort‘ the ordinary business cominenced the 
Panchayats had been met outside the Farm by the Diri‘e(or and othei oflieers of fin* 
Agricultural Department, who conducted them round the Karin explaining the nature ami 
ohjects of the work in progress. 

d'he Confenoice opened with a brief si>ei‘ch by the (duiirman wtdeoming tht‘ Presi- 
dents ami thanking them for their imaluable help in the administration of the disirict. 
The ('huirman also pointed out that tirin* was iiimted and re<|ueHtt*d the speak- rs to be 
brief, to keep strictly to the point an<l to base llodr remarks on tlieir own actual 
experience. 

1. The first resolution was iiroposed by Babu Lai Mohan ibiattacharjya, PreMident 
Panchayat and Chairman, Hasara Union, and run thus ; — 

’‘It should be permissible for a T-mon Committee to grant, once a year, a l»onuH to a 
iiafailar or chaukidar wlio has remb^red s|)e<;ially useful service in e.onnectioii with 
Union t'ommittee work, 'bhe amount of such bonus shoubl be not less tlian Us. 12 an«l 
not more than Rs. dO.” 

The mover sai<l that from his ex[)erioiice of last year’s work he found tin- In^lp of tlie 
chaukidars very useful for the Hupervision of the ITnicm (k>iiiiinttee roads and reserved 
tanks, for the service of notices of im*eting8 ami notices of sales of pounds and in many 
other w'ays. The formation of Union Coiiiinittees has increased the work ol tin* chau- 
kidars witliout giving a corresponding increase in their pay. Ghaiikidars should ther**foi*t? 
get an increment of pay ; but tliis cannot he given from ( ’haukiilari funds. It would, 
therefore, be a stimulus to Union Cfimmittees if thi*y were autlioriH»*d to grant a bonus to 
chaukidars who have done useful work for the ( ’oininitt«*eh. 

Babu Hara Lai 8aha, President Paiicliayat of Aratu Union, supporteil the resniution 
but suggested that the lines realised from (diaiikiilars slnnild b<* utilised for tht* purpose of 
rewarding them for their service* to TTniori G<»iiimi( tees. 

Babu Aswini Kumar (diaudhury. President J’anchayat of Harirampur Union, and 
Rai Saheb Pramatha Nath Ghose, Presiilent Panchayat of .laslong Union, agreed wiih the 
President Panchayat of Anita. 

Mr. D. M. Ben pointed out that thergp was souk misapprehension in the amendment 
proposed by the President Panchayat of Anita. He remarked that the Union CommitU'e 
fund was C|uite separate from the Chaukidari Reward Fun<l, which is maintained from the 
lines of chaukidars. 

The general feeling was in favour of the resolution as drafted. 

2. The second resolution w'as proposetl by Babu Debemlra Kumar Bose, l^resident 
Panchayat anti Chairman of Union Committee at Dhipur, an<l was as follows : 

“ That when necessary a clerk shoubl be appointetJ to assist the Chairman in tht* work 
of the Union Committee and the President in the work of the Panchayat ; thai the pay of 
the clerk should not exceetl R«. 10 per month and should he met from (1) any grant 
glv^n by Government for that ptirpost^ (2) the funtls of the Union Cominitt«>e.** 

The mover began by saying that the double functions of Chairman and President 
have increased the clerical work in a Union. The Chairman is required to correspond 
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frequently with the District Board, to regulate the office work of the Union Committee 
according to the Circulars and orders received from the D. B., to check accounts, 
etc., while as President he has to regularly keep notes of processes served, to report the 
result of local enquiries under section 202, Criminal Procedure Code, to compile jute 
forecasts, etc. All this work certainly makes a clerk necessary. He proposed that in all 
Unions where Union Committees have been established one-third of the clerk’s pay should 
be met from Union Committee funds and the balance should be piovided by Government 
and that in those Unions where there are no Union Committees the whole may be met by 
Government. The resolution was supported by Babu Prakash Chandra Gupta, Member 
of the Jinardi Union Committee 

Rai P. M. Basu Bahadur, President Panchayat and Chairman of Betka Union, 
tiuggested that the pay of the clerk should be at least Rs. 20, which would enable a really 
good man to be engaged and his services should be utilised as Tehsil Panchayat. He 
added that a bad or inferior man would be only a source of trouble to the Chairman. 

Rai Sahib Pramatha Nath Ghose suggested Rs. If) as the pay of the post and objected 
to the transfer of the work to the Tehsil Panchayat and to the abolition of the post of 
Tehsil Panchayat. 

Babu Jogesh Chandra Sen supported Rai P. M. Basu Bahadur’s proposal but 
suggested Rs. 15 as the pay of the post. 

Babu Man Mohan Chakravarty, President Panchayat of Bahar, objected to the 
Tehsil Panchayat being paid a fixed salary instead of commission. 

Babu Nishi Kanta Mukherji remarked that Ha. 10 to Rs. 15 ought to be iufiicient 
as men are available in villages on this pay, Postmasters. He added that the clerk 
should be altogether separate from the Tehsil Panchayat. 

Mr. S. G. Hart, Chairman of the Conference, said that after consulting the opinion 
of the various Committees as to local comlitions the most fitting arrangements could be 
made. There would be no need for hard-and-fast rules. 

d. The third resolution was proposed by Babu Lai Mohan Bose, President and 
(diairman of the Union Committee, Rajanagar, viz. : — 

“ That section 22 of the Chaukidari Act should be amended by inserting after the 
words ‘ ten per cent.,’ the words ‘ or with the sanction of the District Magistrate not 
exceeding 121 per cent.’” 

The mover said that in realising Chaukidari tax the Tehsil Panchayat haS' to visit 
every rate-payer’s house and has to devote almost his whole time and attention to the 
work. It is the practice in villages that rate-payers never go to the Tehsil Panchayat’s 
house to pay their taxes. But indiscriminate issue of distress warrants in every case of 
default would cause great hardship to poor people who are generally ignorant of law and 
procedure. Ten per cent, on the collections is rather low remuneration for the whole time 
services of a Tehsil Panchayat. He proposed that the present legal maximum should be 
raised to 12 i per cent, with a reservation that this extra 2 A per cent, may be granted in 
Unions where the collection is over 97 per cent, of the assessment. 

Rai Saheb P. M. Ghose, President Panchayat of Jaslong Union, supported the 
resolution. 

The feeling of the meeting was strongly in favour of increasing the remuneration C)f 
the Tehsil Panchayat. 

4. The fourth resolution was proposed by Babu Kali Kumar Banerjee, President 
Panchayat and Chairman of Union Committee at Baherak : — 

“ Panchayats should uniformly adopt the principle of first making a list of all persons 
in the Union who can afford Re. 1 a month and levying the balance from the remaining 
Assessees proportionately to their income and property within the Union,” 

The mover remarked that in order to ma^a fair assessment, it is desirable to have 
an accurate account of the circumstances and property to be protected of all persons in 
the Union and in order that the wealthier people may be assessed according to their 
circumstances and that the poorer people may get equitable relief, the principle should be 
followed of first ascertaining the people who are most well-to-do or who pay income-tax 
and then assessing the remaining residents according to their circumstances. 

Rai Saheb P, M. Ghose proposed an amendment that as the law provides that 
every one who is able to pay half an anna per month should be taxed, the assessment list 
should be prepared by first ascertaining who can pay half an anna per month and then 
proceeding upwards ending with the wealthiest persons. 

Mr. D, M. Sen, Subdivisional Officer, North Sadar, pointed out that under the Local 
Self-Government Act the Committee can impose assessment up to Rs. 60 per annum and 
that there is a likelihood of the maximum assessment under the Chaukidari Act also 
being enhanced. 
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5. Thi fifth resolution ran thus : — 




“ That cordial co-operatioii the Police aiul the Panchayats beiu« oSHential to 

good district administration, it should be ordercil that, though the PanidiavaSi Xmld ^ 
the eyes and ears of the Police, they are not to be treiued subordirtia C a Sow. 
workers for the common good and the Thana officer should be their friend and guide.*’ 

The resolation was proposed by Rabu Nripati Ranjau Uav, (^hairinan of Subbadva 
Union Committee, who said that the Police are necessary for ‘ preserving peace in the 

populatiiJn in Hengil is onlv I 
per 2,000. Unless the Panchayats. as representatives of the i>eople. co-operate with 
the Police, it IS impossible for the Police to detect criminals and to preserve the 
l>eace. If the Panchayats work as the eyes and ears of the Police then onlv can the 
Police preserve peace in the country. He added that Police officers are brothers, friends 
and kinsmen and there will be no real co-operation if the Panchayats keep aloof from 
the Police. He also said that co-operation did not mean subordination. Police officers 
are public servants and are bound to serve the public. They, on their part, ought to be 
grateful for the great help they receive from the Panchayats. 


IVlaulvi S. Siddi(j, President Panchayat f)f Atabo, supportet,! tlu‘ resolution saying 
that the common object both of the Police and of the Panchayat is the same and as* it is 
impossible for a Sub-Inspector to have full information concerning everything in hih 
vast elaka it is incumbent on the Panchayat to co-operate with the I’olice. 


Hai Saheb P. N. Ghose supported th(‘ resohuion. Habii llara Lai Saha, President 
Panchayat of Amta, objected to the word “ guide” in the resolution as being inconsistent 
with the first part of the resolution which says that the police are to co-operate with th<‘ 
Panchayats. 


Mr. S. G. Hart, as Chairman of the (^inference, remarkeil that Panchayats have not 
the same experience and are Laymen in the work in which l^dice officers should In* 
considered as experts as they devote to that work the whole of their time and thought. It 
is therefore right that Panchayats should look to the local I'olice officers for guidance. 

6. The. President Panchayat and Chairman of Tetiiljhora Union proposed the sixth 
resolution, viz. : — 


“ That the functions of the Panchayat and of the Union Gominittee should be combinetl 
in a single body of which the majority of the members should he eiecte<l.” 

The mover remarked that with the amalgamation the colbjclion w'ork would be com* 
bineil in the 8am»‘ person which will accelerate the collection both of Cliaukidari and of 
Union Committee taxes. It would also enable the (,*omimitei‘ to allot to such member a 
separate area, like a Headman’s area, in which he would be responsible for all work 
connecte<l with roads, wells, etc. The work of the Union (Unnmittee would thus be 
diviiled among the mtuiibers in8teu<l of it being all done by one or two men. Panchayats 
have not been elected heretofore, and one a<J vantage of amlagamation would be that the 
majority of the Panchayats would be elected by the people. Another effect would be that 
the chaukidur would work under one person only, which is impessible where the 
IVesiilent Panchayat and Chairman are two separate persone. 

^abu T. C. Chakravarty of Saturia in supporting the resolution remarked that 
amalgamation would obviate* the friction which will be inevitable with tw'o separate bodies 
in the same Union. 

The resolution was unanimously accept eil. 


7. Rai Saheb Pramatha Nath Gliose, President Panchayat of Jasion Union, proposed 
the seventh resolution, viz. : — 

“ That Panchayats should be invested with power tt» try petty civil ami criminal casi*S’ 
provided that such powers should not be exercised unless a quorum of at least three 
members is present.” 

The mover advocated the system of Village Courts and saiil that unless more jiower 
is given to Panchayats they are practically useless.” 

Palm A. K. Chaudhury, l^resideiU Panchayat of Harinarayanpur, supporting the 
resolution said that by local trial of cases expenses will be reduced and touts will be 
deprived of opportunities of mischievous interference. fhe Panchayats wHl be well 
acquainted with the parties and with the touts *, so it will be ♦•asy for them to find out the 
truth. The mover also suggested the conferment of powers on l^anchayats to try civil 
suits up to the value of Rs. 50. 

Pabu Debendra Kumar Bose supported the resolution. 

Babu Jogendra Nath Banerjee, Presiilent Panchayat of Aralia Union, supported tho 
resolution and suggested that no Pleaders or Muktears should be allowed to appear ill 
Village Courts. 
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Rh'i Hahoh Pratnatha Nath (yhoae remarked that Pleaders and Makteara muai he 
allowed to appear an all accused persons ahoald be given an opportunity of defending 
themselves. 

The feeling of tht* meeting was strongly in favour of the establishment of Village 
Courts. 

8. liai Saheb Behari Lai Dhar, President of Matuail Union, proposed the eighth 
resolution : — 

“ That Panchayats should bo empowered to order persons to remove water-hyacinth 
from waterways passing through or by the side of their land ; on their failure, to have the 
work done, an<l realise the cost from the defaulters.’* 

The Rai Baheb described vividly the troubles caused by these aquatic weeds and the 
damage done to the crops and to the fish. lie advocated legislation on the above lines 
which he thought should be widened by inserting after the word “ land ”, the words “or 
from l)«*els in their possession”, and the words “or from the person in possession or gny 
one or more of the co-sharers in joint possession of the beel ” after the word “ defaulters.” 

The resolution was supported by Babu Nishi Kahta Mukherjee, President Panchayat 
and Chairman Autshalii Union. He deprecated the present dilatory melhotls of law'courts 
in combating the nuisance and urged legislation empowering Panchayats to get the 
nuisance removed by the owners themselvek 

Rai R. C. Giiha Bahadur proposed an amendment to the ettect that the kbals by the 
sides of District Board and Local Board roads should be cleared by the District Board 
or Local Board. 

Rai Sahel) P. N. Ghose, whih^ supporting the resolution, riunarked that all Kachuri 
(water-hyacinth) throughout the district should be cleared on oui^ particular day, just as 
the census is takiui, otht‘rwiso if any village is cleared one day, the next day it will be 
choked with Kachuri brought in from neighbouring villages. 

Babu .logesh Chandra Sen remarked that the work might very well bo done by 
volunteers. 

Mr. S. G. Hart, Chairman of the Conference, agreed with Rai Saheb P. N. Gho e and 
said he looked forward to a time when there would be a day set apart for clearing Kachuri 
which would be called the Kachuri Day, like May Day, Arbor Day and other annual 
festivals, and on that day school-boys, officers, and every one would take a holiday from 
their ordinary pursuits and all join togethw in cb'aring away every partich* of w^ater- 
hyacinth from the pools and streams. 

9. Resolution ; — 

“That one model Lower Primary school for boys and another for girls should be 
established in every Union in the district.” 

This was proposed by Munshi Abdul Rahman Bhuyan, who remarked that as the 
majority of the cultivating class are illiterate some provision for education shoul^ be 
made in every Union on tjae lines of this resolution. 

Babu Girija Kanta Muzumdar, President Panchayat of Kolia Union, supported the 
resolution. 

10. Munshi Ahmed Ali, President l^nchayat, Kalagachia, proposed — “That in 
consideration of the large amount of time involved in compiling stitistics for jute 
forecasts, Government should be moved to sanction an annual grant of Rs. 5 to each 
Union in jute-growing areas.” 

In moving the resolution Munshi Ahmed Ali stated that the compilation of the jute 
forecast involves at least ten days’ hard labour on the part of the Panchayats and they 
should be given some pecuniary consideration for this serious loss of time. 

11. Resolution : — 

“ That where a public thoroughfare has, by omission, not been entered as such in the 
Settlement Record, it is advisable that the Union Committee should record a resolution 
declaring the pathway to be, by established user, a public thoroughfare and should then 
take steps to reclaim and preserve it.” 

This resolution was proposed by Rai Pyari Mohan Basu Bahadur, President and 
Chairman, Betka Union, who, in doing so, remarked that the Settlement Department has 
shown in the cadastral maps only some of the more important pathways and that there 
ha^e been many omiBsions. In cises of omission the Union Committee should be 
empowered t6 reclaim the paths, this being specially necessary in Munshiganj subdivision 
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He stiggeated that any auch huh.i (pathway ) ahould 
reaolutioii haa Ix-on pass .-, 1 hy the I'nioti ('oimnitict- . 
fare. 


ht' deniarcalevl Ity iron popra ufier a 
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Department that uuiny public thnrou^-lifare« have uoi been rtwor* 
maps and records. If a formal risolution is ptisaed by a rnion (. 
that a certain jmthMTiy is by establislied user 


12 . Res<dntiou : — 


‘•That Hnion Oommiitees should In- omiK.worod in pass In.-laus i.. oiilorc- lln- 
.dearing of juiii'le and tin- cut, ting of hraiudn-s of tic.-s overhanifing puhln- pulhsaiid 
waterways.*"’ 

This resolution was proposetl by Uai UaTiiesh (Miamlra (Juha Pahadur, Treaideni and 
Chairman, Bajrajoi^diii. In doing s(* he reinarketl ihat ihe pri‘valener td’ <»\ erhan^i ng 
iiraiiches and ol IVTamlei trees has gradually narrowed the village roadM and puthwaxM 
till they have hecoim* almost inipassalile and slirouded in darlvuess ev»‘n at iimiday. In 
some placee this has hecoim* a serious nuisance and T’nion Coniinittees slumlti Im- 
authorised to clear jungle and overhanging hraiiches ami to pasH hx e-laws lor Ihat object 

lo. Resolution : — 

J^roposed hy liabu Rajendra Kumar Datta, President Panchax at and Chairmaiu Katidia* 
‘‘That when sending a criminal caset(»a iut‘ml)erof a l*anehayat I’m- local empiiry it sliould 
l)e permissible for the Magistrate* to ortler what aiiioutit, if aii>, should he paid t<» meet ihe 
i'aiichayiit"s actual travelling exjienses, tin* pa>int*nl being iiiadt* n* the Pamdiayai through 
I he Chiurt. 


The mover remarked that President Panchayats are doing their honorary «lu(ies at 
i h<‘ sae.rifice of much time and lalxoir and if the e\peii-!«*s of going out to makt* local 
♦ iK^uines have to hi* met hy lht*ni it hecoin es a serious hardship especiallx lo the more 
capable Presidents to whom more eiiquiri«*s are entrusted. He suggested (hut at the lime 
of ordering a preliminarx eiujuirv the i'(Miri should estiimite the imsi and /*rder the partieh 
to dejiosit that amount. 

The resolution was siijiporied by Palm Kulada Kirikar Pdioiimik. Premdent Panchaywt 
.d (dda. 

Babn KaJi Kumar Banerjee, President of ih*herak Cnion, remarked li.al his practicto 
when making eiitjuiries, is to use boats siipplieil by the partieh, iisiialt\ (lie plainldl 
lie suggested that a mileage allowance should le* givou lo the Pr**Midenis during 
I he rai ns. 

Balm Aswini Kumar Cdiaiidhurs , Presnh iii of llariraiiipui, suggesiefl that wheiieviu 
a case is sent to a President ho- einjuirx tin* parties shouhl <leposH Ks .. a*' proliminurx 
eost.S. 

The general feeling of the Conference was lhai the actual . xpensos incurred l»\ 
l*anchayats in making magisterial eu<|mne‘. sliould le* r<*e<M»ped. 


1 4 . Residution : — 

“ 'Phat the Madaripur sxsiem oj who|e-ume .lafadars should b.- .-uend.-.j lo Dacca 
ilisirict.” 


This was proposed hv Mr. . 1 . N. IPincrjce, Presnlenf ol Joydehpiir, who hirongpx 
urged the introduction of the dafadari system on the lines followed in Madanpur, whei.- 
It has been a great success. He added thai t he increase I jiower ol tliedaladar would 
need he accompanied by increased pow. rs for the Pn m I.mHh which aro ver> urgenilx 

wanted. 


Baku Hrish (^hainira (Jliouilliury, I'n-si I.miI of Nawal.^^ai.j ITiion, rt 1 'lim |>oor 

gentlemen livins{ in the viJIaoo may !>• ii|>l>oiiiloii iiafahar.^ .iii'l also tliai Ho- mum- 
datadar may be cliaiiged. 


Some one in the audience urged that dafadars’ pay should not be increas <1 
would make the chaukidari tax still more heavy, (in Mr, .J. - • am r ji « s ♦ Ap ‘“ I . 

half the increased pay of th-* dafadars wouM l.e met 1 >> (hiv-rnim-nt, the resolution was 

carried unaiiimouslj’. 


H'i. Resolution : — 

Proposed by Babu Jatindra Nath 
^uapur. “ That under the control of 


Chakravart> Bidyahh iisan. President Paiichayai of 
the thana police and the super vision of the Paiichayat 
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working in co-opera cion, the system of patrolling by chaukiclars shouUI be made more 
effective", (diaukidars should be provided with up-to-date lists of all the Dagis and ba<i 
characters in their own and all tin* adjoining Unions (including Unions of other thanas). 
Uvery night they shonhl go round their beats and take special care to look up persons of 
bad or doubtful character and watch their doings on dark nights. The dafadars should 
be provided with bull’s eye lanterns instead of ordinary hurricane lanterns.” 

d’he mover remarked that in his Union by the system of patrolling described in the 
resolution he had detected and caught red-handed many criminals. He added that 
hurricane lanterns supjilied to dafadars are not suitable for patrolling as they scare 
away the bad characters who take precautions when they see the light. P)ull’s e\e 
lanterns are reijiiired for night-p.itrol work. 

16. Hai Ramosh (Tiandra Guha Bahadur, Fresideiii and Chairman of Bajrajogini 
Union, in a forcible speech urgetl that at present great difiQcnlty is eKperienced in realising 
taxes from persons who lock up t heir houses. Most of the well-to-do people of Munshi- 
ganj Subdivision live away from their villages in the pursuit of their avocation. Being 
well oil they cannot be exempted from taxation. They make no provision for the pay- 
ment of their taxes but lock up their houses ; and even though thtu e is moveable ])roperty 
within, it cannot be distrained for the realisation of the taxes. The result is a deficiency 
in the Union (Uiaukidari fund which has to be met from the pocket of th(‘ President 
Baiichayat, which is most unfair. The trouble arises from the fact that then* is no provi- 
sion in the law for tin* realisation of taxes of assessees wlio lock up tlnur houses. 

The speaker moved the following resolution : That a new section to be numbered 
27 A, should be insert(id in the Ohaiikidari Act to the following efieci ; — 

On receipt of a report attested by the collecting inembi*!* and the Prt^siileni of Pan- 
chayat that rht? moveable property of any defaulting absentee cannot lx* distrained except 
by breaking open the house of the defaulter, the District Magistrate or the Su bdi visional 
orticer may issue an order, authorising the I’resident for that purpose, to break open or 
cause to be broken open, in bis presence, any door or window of the bouse.” 

Hai Sahel) Pramathu Nath (ihose suggesteil that tlie certilicate procedure might bt* 
followed in siicli cases. 

Babu Lai Mohan Hose, President of Rujuagur, suggested that the procedure sanctiiuied 
by tlie Municipal ]..aw for realising arrear taxes should be foll()W(*d. 

The general feeling of the Conference was strongly in favour of action to enforce 
payment of taxes hy uhsentet* defaulti^rs. 

17. Proposed by Lalit Mohan 8eu, President of Aminpur : ” d'hat a section should 

be inserted in the Local SeP’-Uovernin'*nt. Act enabling a Union (U)mmiti.ee to elect one 
of its nn*ml)ers to be Vice-Chairman.” 

The mov(*r pointed out that tlu're is provision for a V’^ice-Chairman m all other local 
authorities, sucli as Municipalities. District Boards or ]^oeal Boards. Nowadays when 
the Chairman is absent from the Union for some time the work of the (\>mmitrer c(nnt*s 
to a standstill and nothing <*an be done uniil the Cjiairinan retnn s 

'This clostxl the dis<*ussi<»n. 

IS. Mi-. Milligan, Director ol Agriculture, t h(‘n addressed iho nu*eting t banking ih'- 
Presidents lor their lielf» in popularising the iu‘w varieties of paddy ainl jute which the 
Department is introducing. Mr. Milligan clearly explained the system hy whieh it ishofieil 
to (effect the distrihution <»f seed ot the new vari<‘ties into every Union. t*ver\ village and 
ever> held where t lu* condit ions are suilahlt*. 

At the Director’s retjuesl many of the l*anchayats rose and testified to tin* excellent 
results ohtainetl in their Unions from seed supplied hy tin* Agricultural D(*piirtment. 

U.h His Kxcellency the Covernor then arn\ed ainl aildressed x cordial sp ‘ecli of 
encouragement to the Presiilents. 

20. Tin* Conference then dispersed, many of the members on their way taking the 
opportunity to further examine the experimeurs and demonstrations in progress on ^he 
Hovernment Farm. 


S. G. HART, 

Vhairman of thr Conferen(^\ 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915 . 


The Council mot, in Mic (JoiinciJ Cliaml.or at ( M.v.'nnn.mt House, 
Calcutta, on Thuraday, tlio 14tli N'ovouil.cr, I'.tlS. at 11 a.m. 


Present : 

His Pjxccllency the Riclit Hon'lilo I^aw UENCK, .Ioiin LtiMi.KV Hi noas. Kaiu. 
OF lloNAEOKllAY, (i.c.i.K.. (rovrrnor of the Presideneg (>f Port 
WHUatn in Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’ble Siu Heni!Y Wheei.ek, k.( m.e.. c.s.i. 

Tlie Hon’ble 8n! iSatyendra Pkasanna Simia, Kt., k.i. 


Th(‘ Hon’hlo Mr.. .1. (i. Cemmino, < .m.i.. c.m,. 

TIk'- Hon’hle Mu. tb .1. Steven.son-Moohe. c.v.o 
The llou’blc Ml!. L. 8. S. t ) Mai.i.ea. 

'The ll(>n’ble Mu. P. l*AtNE. 

The Hon’blo.IUi I’uiVA Natii Mekuau.m I’.aiiai.i i:. i.s.o. 

The Hon’ble 8iu Ka.iendra Nath Mooker.iee, k.( .i.e. 

'rhe Hon’ble 8ju Nii.uatan 8aiikai:. Ki. 

• The Hon’blo Mu. .1. Mackenzie. <..it.E. 

The Hon’blo Mu. W. H. H. Aui.en-Wooi.. < i.i. 

The Hon’blo Mu. Aminuk Rahman. 

The Hon’ble Ra.ia Hui.shikesh Laha. (.i.k. 


The Hon’ble Mu. J. W. Hely-IH tchinson. 
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[14th Novembek, 


Tlio Hon’blo Mb. Provash Chunuer Mittek. 

'J'lio Hon’blo lUmi Siv Nakayan Mookerjek. 

'I’lio Hou’blt^ KVmak 8hib Siikkiiarekwar Ray. 

'I'lto Hoii’bb' Ml!. Arun Chandra Singha. 

'J'bo Ilon’bic Sii! Di-itA Prasad Saubadhikahi, Kt., o.i.e. 
'I'bo 11 ou’l 1(' Rai Dehender ('hunder Ghose Rahaditr. 

t 

Tlio ll()n’l)l(^ Hai Radha Charan Pad Bahadur 
Tlio Ilon’blo Ml!. K. W. Car'ier. c.i.e., c.b.k 
Tim Hoii’ble Mr. \V. E. Crdm, o.b.e. 

. < 

Till- Hon’blo Mr. K. B. Eden. 

Tho llon’blo Mr. G. A. Baydey. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. II. B. A. Irwin, c.i.e. 

'I'lio Hon’blc Dn. Ahddlea-ai.-Mamun Schrawardy. 

'riie Ilon’ltlo Mai'evi Ahtie Kasem. 

Tito Hoii’bb* Mr. Ashrae Am Khan Chaudhuri. 

'I'lio Hon’blo Madlvi A. K. Fazi,-iil-Haq. 

'riu^ Hon’bb^ Khan vSahib Aman Am. 

Tho llon’blo Babu Biiabendra Chandra Ray. 

Tlio Hon’blo Mr. Aetae Aee 

Tln^ Hon’bb' Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
Tho Hon’blo Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

Tho Hon’blo Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

Tho Ilon’bic Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

\ 

TIh' Ilon’ble Babu Kibhori Mohan Chaudhure 
The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 


/ 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 
Oath of Allegiance. 


95r> 


Tlie Hon’blo Mr. «. A. H.wi.ky an of liis to l,h.- 

Crown. 


The President's address. 


Th(^ Prksident said : — 

“ I think it will be well it 1 say 
(jediire wliich 1 propos(^ to follow' in 


• b'seinbin^ I lit* pro- 
of ! In‘ ]»roee<‘(| in^s to-<lay. 
W' ill r('ni(‘nilM*i*. lias bi*en 
ordiM* tlial they niav liavt^ 


o le or t w'o w t h* 

wliich 1 propos(^ to follow' in the eoursi* ol » 

This iiioeting of the Council, as Ilon’bit' Miunbers 
called at the request of t he non-otlicial inemlnn's in 

an Opportunity of expressing their opinions upon the Ih lorin Sclif iiu*. rnd(*r 
those circumstanct^s sinci* it is tin* opinions of the non-ollieial inenilnn-s 
that w*e are to receive 1 liave asked lhi‘ oilicial minnhers of tin* (^•uneil 
1 ‘ither to abstain from attcuuling or if tlu‘y attinid to laki‘ no part in tin* 
pro(u^edings. At tlu^ saint* tinu* Covnrninent ar<‘ nal urally anxious to gi\ c 
to the Councul any assistance whiidi they may recjiiire, and all tin* 
nienibers of the Governnnuit ai*e therefon* pii‘H»*nt and should they ho 
able to assist the Council in tlnnr delihm’ations l)y giving them intorina- 
tions as to facts uj-on any point wdii(‘h may eroj) u)) lln‘y will he very 
jdeascal to do so. Hut apart (rom that tln*y will make no att(‘inpt ol 
any kin<l to inlluence tin* di'cision ol tin* (\)Uin*il I should hki* to call tin* 
att(*ntion of Hoidhli* M(Uiih(‘rs hi'foo* wa* slait on out diseussions to itmis 
Nos. 10, 11 and 12 which stand iqxni tin* agenda pajx*!. ddn* |>ro nsal tln*re 
put forwaial is that the non-otlieial nn‘nlh(’r^^ should rl*•^olv^' tln*msrlves inln 
a ('ommittc^e for the purpose of (ronsidering tin* lu l’orm Schenn* and snh- 
niitting a reiiort thereon to t in* t ioV(‘rnnn‘nt ol‘ liengal. I w'ould point out to 
Hon’hle Monihors tliat if any such rt'sointion is (*arried it would re!nh*r 
any furt.hi*r piroceta lings in open ('ouiieil to-da\ soijiewliat iiregular. ^ It 
W()uld indeed lx* wholly contrary to tin* n'cognised praetn'o of drlilx‘rat iv<* 
asseiiihl K^s , for thi* Councnl to hold a d<*hale and re(*<>rd it.s de(*isn»ns upon 
th(i niatt(?rs under discussion, ainl alter ha\ing ilone s(), to r(*sol\e it sell into 
a committee for the sann^ purpose. I ln*re is om* (>hvi«Mis olijri tion to sueh a 
|)roce(xiing which is. I think, ol itsell, eomd iisi vr. I ii 
t/oumdl is superior to the authority ol any eomniittax* ol t! 
tin* position Wouhl be this • tin* thiuneil 
and with those decisions tln^ suhsocpient 
disagree. There would lx 
its formation would have 


authority (d tin* 
( h 111 nei 1 , so tdia t 
w'oiild have recorded it.*^ delusions 
(a xumil t.oi * (‘ould <*itdn*r agroo or 
no other course ofieii to it. 
h(H*n thereby proved t.o 


II it agn*o< I w ii h ! ln‘m 
have lM‘»*n HiiperlluouK 

liaiid, it disairrr.Ml witli tlinn its formation would 

both futile and miKeliievous — fiitde because its 
111 bout \ of ( be ( 'oiineil ith*dl 

)uld 


are 

No. 


*i'e 
itoin 


If, on tdie otdier liaiid, it d- ' .ormauo,. ,>o,mw have 

provt'd to liavt^ la^tui 

views could not prevail a^ain.-'t llie sufienor ai 

with which it disa.L^rood, and miH<-liiev..ns beeanse all 1. 0 . 1^1 ii.s vie,wH <a, 

not prevail against tbos(^ of tlio Couneil itself, they ‘ , ’ 1 ’V'!'*?!'' . ('v Iln ol 

to stultify tlie decisions deliberately arrived at ami leeoK ei >\ n ^ 1 
in open session. Under those circumstances if appeals ,0 im '■* 

only two courses open (o tlie eoiiiicil. ' i* ' p 1 ' -ive to rule 

10 on the agenda papto- and il it is eaiiiet j ’ ' (]' (i.,. 

further proceedings in open Conncil to-day <m. <> 

liand, if the Council prefer to Imld tlieir iliseiission in of o ‘ 

and to record their opinions in open session tl.eii I shall have 

rule that items Nos. 10, 11 and 12 sliould n-'t 

desire to influence the Council ,j Pl,a informe.d you of 

explainel the position as it aiipears to iii. an fl.al Hoii'ble 

the ruling which 1 shall have to give. , "T , .v 

Members should think ov«?r what 1 have san " 1 ^ resolution of 

the first resolution which spnds upon the j j to mov.' items 

a-general character. In the event ol the Coumii mouiug 


then I 

hi* iiiovimI 
other. 1 


I 

h.'ivi* 


liavc no 
nK^n*ly 
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The President ; Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari ; Babu A. C. Mazumdar. 

Nos. 10, 11 or 12 hut to hold their discussion in open Council to-day, I would 
point out that there are, of course, a lar^e number of motions on the paper 
which are covered by others. Then again there are some motions standing 
on the paj)er which it will be more convenient to move as amendments to 
other substantive motions. I shall be prepared to give rulings on each 
item so far as that is concerned as it comes up for discussion. 1 will now 
call upon the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur to move the 
lirst resolution.’’ 


The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said : — 

“May I, with Your Excellency’s leave,- say a few words so far. as I am 
con corn e( 1. My Lord, in sending this resolution 1 was only following the lino 
which was followed in the Suprena^ Council at Simla with notabh^ results. 
Having regard, however, to what Your Excellency lias just been pleased to 
say and having regaid to discussion wdjich I have just had with some of 

my European friends liei*e, I am prepared to say tliat 1 would nol- wish to 
move; my resolution if it really n^tards business. 1 do not know- wdiat my 
oth(U‘ colleagiuis would do ” 


Tilt! fh^EsiDENT said : — 

“ Ordtu*, order. I think it W'ouUl be more in ordtn- if the H()n’l)h* Mtunlier 
will make any observation on that point wdieu 1 (‘all on him wdum w-t' reach 
ittun No. 10.” 


tHe victory resolution. 

ddie President said : — 

“ An llon’ble Mtunber has asked my permission to movt^ formally a 
resolution wdiich h<! dt^sires to submit to the ('ouncil and which under the 
exceptional circumstances at lht» present time I am ]>rt‘j)ared to admit.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Char.an Mazumdar said : — 

“On behalf of the Indian members, 1 beg to submit the following resolu- 
tion : — 

‘ This Council receives with profound joy the happy news of the sign- 
ing of an armistice between the Allies and Germany marking the final victory 
of the allied army after four long years of strenuous fighting for the vindica- 
tion of the cause of liberty and freedom, and is grateful to His Excellency 
the Viceroy for his kind communication on behalf India to His Majesty the 
Kiiig-Em{)eror of the exact feelings of His Majesty’s Indian subjects at this 
hour ; this Council further very gratefully appreciates the announcement that 
India will be represented and her interest protected at the Peace Conference.’ 

1 need not say much on the resolution. It is a very happy hour no 
doubt. It is the final triumph of justice over violence. The Prussian 
militarism wdnch it was sought at the very outset of the war to crush 
has been crushed, and, I believe, militarism with all the horrors of its vanda- 
lism has now come to an end ; and 1 hope Your Excellency will accept our 
appreciation of the situation as w^ell as the great faith which the Government 
has shown us particularly by receiving one of the representatives of India to 
represent her interests at the coming Peace Conference.” 
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Victory Resolution ; Resolutions. 


Mr. Ashraf Ali KkanCkaudhuri ; Mr. l\ C. Mitler ; R„t Hadhn t'Uovm Pah 
Bahadur ; Deha Pra^xd Sarhadhihari : Mr. Vru,„ : Balm Ki.dnm 

Mohan C hand hurt ; Rai Dehnider Chunder (ihosr Bahadur. 


The Hon’ble Mu. ArtHUAF Ali Ivhan riunjiiuKi said : 

“ On behalf ot the Muhammadans <.si.ecially 1 have the ^r,vat.«st pleasure 
in supporting this resuhition and m (‘Xpressing tlie s.-iise of its extreme satis- 
faction at tiio conclusion of tlic peace.” 


The Hon’ble Mn. P. C. Mittec said : — 

‘‘As the reprcscntalivo ()t tin* laiidliolders' interests in this (Vumcil 1 
have much pleasure in associatiiio- myself with Mn‘ n'solut ion.” 


The llon’ble R.\i Radha Ciiakan Pal UAtiAOiiK said : — 

Reijresentin^ tln^ citizens ol (^alcutta in this r<>nncil I ha\c much 
pleasure in associating inystdf with tln‘ rcs.>lij tion whu-h lias brrn si. ubly 
moved l>y tlu^ Hon’ble Pabn Anibika i'haran lMaznni<lar.” 

The llon’ldo Siu 1)i:ha Puasad SAunADHiKAin suid : — 

Wo want King (leorg<‘ Idiat was th(‘ cry raised by l hi' crowd which 
asHoniblod befon^ th(‘ Jiiiclvinirhani Palac(> wlicn the tmans (»r flh' armistice 
were announce J. In the smisi* that 1 read ihi' (‘all it was a filling 
counterblast in advanci' to tin* world-wide nw’olutionary idcjis preceding and 
following the armisiifs*. llis Kxct^lb‘ncy ihe \*iceroy has dene «'\cee>|- 

ingly well — if om^ may say so witheiii i mj)erl ineix^ ' — to gi\e .x jires^ion to 
th(^ I’etdings of unaltcrabb' loyalty ol India towards th(‘ riirone and lh(‘ 
ptu'son of llis i\Iaj(‘Sty the King-Kmperor. India whole-heart edl\ ri'joices 
with the Empiia* at tin* ap ►roiching j)eacc and all that it would ^Uan I for 
towariJs progress, civilization, humanity and righti'oiiHness. 


The Hon’bb‘ Mk. Chum said : — 

“ 1 should lik(‘ t-o assoeiat(‘ mys(‘lf with the resolution pro,>o*^od by lie* 
llon’ble Jiabu Ambika (diai'aii Mazunidar. I am sure we nre all unanimous 
in (‘ongratulat ing tln^ Viceroy and tin' British baniure on l he grmt, x ictory 
that tlnyv have won.” 

The Hon’lrle Haiut Kihiioiu Mohan fhiAt iuiUKi said : — 

As a repreSfuitat I vi^ oi t he M unicijralities in t In^ niulassal I am gla'l t(> 
associate niys(df with the objeirt (d tin* rosoliitioii and 1 heartily support ii. 

Idle rosolutKja was tlnui put and unanimously agiu'efl to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM Nos. 2 AND 6. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The Hon’ble 
ing resol uiion : — 


KaI DEHKNDKit UhLVDEK (tIhoSK lUlHUI K IlloVi-d I Im luHoW 


‘‘This C 3 ounci] is of (jpliimn tlial t hi* (..oiist itiitioiial 
before this country and the Parliaiinuit in England, by 
Viceroy and tlie SectaUary of Statu* for India, a’ e a 
definite advance towards the progressive realization ol 
ment in fndia.” 


Reform proposals laid 
His Kx<adl(m(y the 
gfui nine (*Hoi t and a 
rcHponsddo govirrn- 
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Rai Debender Chunder (Jhose Bahadur, 

He Raid : — “ Peace roigiiB over the (?arth. The world’s tribulation has 
come ty an end, and people of every land, except perhaps those of an accursed 
country, are beaming with joy. By the heroic part which England has ])layed 
in tlie greatest war Kiiice the birtli of humanity, slio has more than justified 
th(^ old saying, ‘ righteousness exaltetli a nation.’ Good will to mankind, 
es^acially to India, England has not- only expressed in words and declarations 
during the progress of the war, but she lias during that period made a serious 
effort to raise us in the scale of nations l.y devising a workable scheme of 
progressive self-government for this ancicuit land within the British Empire. 
Her promises will no doubt be tulfilh‘d, and now that the distractions of war 
ar(i over, Wi‘ of tlu' older gtmeraiion will live tln^ remaining span of our life, 
in the hope that, through God’s blessing and England’s generosity, w(' shall 
soon liave thi^ privilege of administei’ing our own affairs to some extent. ’Fliis 
hope w(^ liav(^ been cli(‘rishing in our mind since the memorable declaration in 
th(‘- House of (Jonimons inad(* on the 20th day of August, 11)17. There 
was tlnm. however, one* cause of uneasiiu'ss. With all our faith in the 
miglit of England and of Ikm* allies in the ti('ld at that time, tlnn-e was no 
near vision ol* victory, and our ])oliti(*al lih^ was bound up with decisive 
siKMHiSS to their aims. ’Fliis un(‘asin(‘ss did not troubh^ the (Jabint'l at 
Home and England’s Minister and India’s Viem-oy who w(u*e eominissiomal 
to formulate a workabl(‘ sclnum^ have betwticn t luun produced one which 
is certainly a genuiiK^ (‘ffori, to give? the people of this country a nuaisurc^ 
of s^df-govi'mirKUit liedgcnl in no doubt by conditions dictated by 
consid(‘rations of prudencu^ and caution, but not of mistrust. Il is a 
distinct, definite and substantial step towards tht‘ gradual and ])rogr('ssl vt' 
I'ealization of i*esf)onsi blt‘ govcuunnent, as ])roniis(‘d in t be de(daration 
of thi‘ Cabinet made in August 11)17, foi- which W(‘ cannot Ix^ too gralcrul 
to th(^ '.llusi rious authors of th(‘ Reform proposals. Th(> scheme will be as 
it wer(‘ an inclined ])lan(> to us which is bound to lead us to full n*s]>onsibl(‘ 
government at no distant time. Ih-obably then* will b(^ a vvt‘aktu’ di^grix* oi 
efficiency in the administration of affairs conm^ett'd with transierrc'd hubji^ct.s 
in th(‘ beginning, and jirobably there* will lx* mori* mistaki's t han wlnm tludi- 
conduct was in tlu' hands of British Civil Scu’vicx* nxm. Mistakes and tlu* 
renu'dying of tin* evil arising out of mistakes are a jiart in tin* growth of a 
nation, and such a statt* of t.hings in tin' near luture bas to be tohu’atixl as a 
normal slatt> heading to bett-er things. Idn* illiteiacy til’ the massc^s for whitdi 
th(^ East India Com})any and subsixjuent ly tin* (down are r(>sponsil)h^, ought 
not to stand in tlu^ way of tin* introdiudion of n^presi'iit ati ve government in 
this country. The political reforms of 1832 and 1868 in England wen* 
intixKluccid when tin* massc^s then* were no better. But this educational and 
tsocial defect did not stand in the way of democracy in that country, and tin' 
<lemocratic ] lung(* made by Mr. Disratdi in 1868 hxl to the ])assing of 
Mr. Forster’s Education Act, in 187(\ In tin* matter of mass education in 
India, with the fate c^f Gokhale’s Education Bill of H)l() before our eyes, 1 
can only say that not till there is sonu* sort of S(d f-government in the matter 
of finances and primaiy education, llu* dumb millions will ever see tin* light 
of knowledge, and it would be arguing in a circh' and it would not b(' fair to 
say, you cannot a])prove of the introduction' of re))r(*sentativ(* governnumt 
because in the beginning it will be an oligarchy and luA democracy. People 
of the last conquering nation — the British — do not choose to live jiermanently 
in this land as their predecessors the Moguls and Pathans did. If they did 
that, they would have felt that their interests and our interests are identical, 
and this country would have got a representative and responsible government 
long ago. As it is, the European commercial community, if they had their 
own way, would put off the introiluction of any form of solf-gov(u*nmont in 
their day. IVopIe in England are more g(*nerous in instincts. 1 appeal to 
my Europt an friemds here — and they are all picked men — to forsakev their 
narrowness, to rise equal to the occasion and join in the holy work of the 
inauguration of responsible government in this ancient land of the Aryans.” 
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The President; Sir Debu ISo.s„<l Sarbadhih-ori ; l.'ai liadho Charon Pal 
Bahadur ; Pai Dehcnder Chunder Chose Bahadur. 

The Pbesiuenj' said : — 

I would call attention of till' lloiri)lo Menil.n-s to tlie faei »l.at it.em« 
Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 are all covered liy tlie inolion wliidi is now Ixdon* the 
Council.^ It will not he in order, therefore. tonioM'any ol llies,- motions hut 
any Hon’hle Moinht'f, of eonrse. ean speak upon ih.' niot Ion uliieh is now 
before us. 'I'liere is a small dillereneo in one or two of the motions to whieli 
,I have refi'rn'd in which one iir l wo lion'hle M.miii.'rs d. sn-e lo point out 
that the lleform 8clu'me may he imperfee! or defective m e. riain respects. 
It will be open, therefore, for the llon'l>le Hahii Amhika t 'liaran Ma/iimdar, if 
ho wishes it, to move as an amendment to the mot Ion now before us t he 
following ; — 

‘ To insert after the words •• Secretary of Stale for India” in line ;$ of 
the original motion the followinLT words — “even though thev niav lie imper- 
fect or defective in certain rr'siu'et s.’’ 

If the lion hie Memher wishes to move that as an amendment he should 
do so now.” 


The llon’hh' Siit Dkua Pkasad Sai;iiai>iiikaI!I said 

‘‘ May I suggest that if I hi' rl•solu^ion standing in my name is made a part 
of the' original motion, ( him it will not he iieo'ssary for me lo tnovt> an amiuid- 
monf .” 

The Ilon’hle Hai llAOtiA (!iiauan Pai. llAitAOtn; said ; — 

“ I heg to siihiuit. my Lord, that my rosoliilion is ditleri'iil ly wonled. My 
resolution he.gins with the same words as Ins, hut it i.s otherwise ipiile 
dilie rent.” 

The I’liEsiDKNT said : — 

” I tun jtrejinred to acei'iit the suggestion of the lion hie Sii- l)(>l.a I’rastid 
vSarhadhikari. Hi- will move his resolution as tin timendmeiit to the original 
motion.” 


Th(^ Ilon’hle Sill Dkiia I'ltASAO SAitiiADiiiKAin moved, hy way ol amend- 
ment, that the following he tidded t.o the n'Solntion, ntnnely 

“and also desires to record and oll'er its gr.aleful thanks to Ills Kxeel- 

Icncy the Viceroy ^uid tlm Uight Ilon’hle the S<<ereiary ol State lor India lor 
tl](*ir l{o£oriii proposals. 

rjio llon’hlf' KaI l)EliKNI)Kli (Jhi ndkk (ino>K Uaiiaim’k said . 

‘‘ I accept/ aineiKiiiieiit . 


The Hon’blo Uai Radha (’iiakan Pae BAHADt K said 


My Tjord, while the (joiincil 
lution, 1 desire to draw attention 


wideomes the lirst rno lili'-ation on th.' reso- 
to the sz-eoinl paragraph ol the resolution. 


The PRfisiDENT said ; — 

“ If the Hon’blo Member reads out the exam. 
to move I will consider it. In tho meantime tin- discussion -m the mam ridTnt 

may continue.” 


(U. amendment which he wishes 
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Resolutions. [14th November, 

Bahu Ambika Charan Mazumdar ; Rat Debender Chunder Gkose Bahadur; 

Ihe President ; Babu Mahendra Nath Ray. 

The Jlon’blo lUim Ambika Chaka^ Mazumdar said : — 

My Lord, I have accepted the first portion of iny hon^ble friend’s resolu- 
tion, hill 1 have got another clause in my resolution which is ‘audit is further 
of opinion that the Government should adhere to the policy and principle of 
responsihle government which have dictated those proposals and give effect 
to tli(uu, vvitli such modifications and impi*ovemenls as have been urged by 
the majority of thc^ Indian ])ublic, in fulfilment of the memorable declaration 
of tli(‘ 2()th August, 1917.’ ddiis is my addition. If my iion’ble friend will 
accept it I believe the debate im\y go on upon his resolution as a whole.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debendei: CiniNDEu Ghosk Bahadur said : — 

‘‘ 1 have felt some difficulty in acc(‘pting tlie proi)OHed amendment : it 
appears to me to be a little vague and indefinite^ and that is why it is difficult 
to agn^e with my hon’bh^ friend. ” 


Th(' HoiThh^ Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

“ 111 that case, subject to Your Excellency’s decision, I shall have to 
move it- as an independent resolution. ” 

The Rkesident said : — 

“ I think tin*- amendment which the Ilon’ble Rai Radha ( -haran Pal 
Bahadur is aliout to movt* will covm- tln^ point suggest(‘(l by the Ilon’hle 
M(unl)m\ 1 understand that the Rai Bahadur would like to move tlie second 
part of item No. 7 as a sc^parate motion. 1 think that will lu'olxibly meet the 
Hoii’ble Miunber’s object. ” 


The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray said : — 

“ My Lord, tlu*. motion which is before th(‘ (Jouneil and which, in terms, 
is similar to item No. 5 which stands in my nanu', and which is probahly 
idmitical wit h tin? one Indore tlu^ (Council, is made; with a s) ecial point of view 
which 1 sliall ri'six'ctfully ask tlu^ ('ouncil not to overlook. The (‘ducat, ( h 1 
Indians who havc^ (>xpress(‘d tludr opinion on the Reform proposals aia* 
gtmerally agia^ed that they should be accejited, but tht*y suggest that tlu^y 
should ll(^ accepted wdth caM’tain imjiortant modifications, especially in th(> 
direction of t in' (lovt’rnment of India being made more' responsibh* t,o tin* 
Represtmtat i ve Assemblies : but many of us ar(‘ of ojiinioivand hold that even 
if siudi modifications arc*, not comuHiial at present vv(^ should be contemt with 
th(^ lad'orms as proposed in tin' r(‘port as a suhstantial first instalment. It was 
with t hat, }>oinf of view that I drafted tin' r(*solution which stood in my 
namt', and T tak(‘ it that is also the point of view from which my 
hon’bh', fri(‘nd, Rai Debendiw (fiiundor Ghoae Bahadur, mad(‘ his i1K)ti(jn. Let 
it, thtn-efore, bo distinctly understood that the motion which has been put 
before the Council which is substantially the same as the motion of which 
I had given notice takes this position and takers this jjosition witli perfect 
clearness. So far as educated India has expressed itself, it has said that 
certain important modifications, specially in respect of the Government of 
India, are desirable, but it does not say that even if such modifications are 
not allowed at the present moment, the people do not desire to have the 
Reform proposals as they are embodied in the Report. 

Y(jur Excellency, the only additional observation which with Your Excel- 
lency’s leave I would venture to make before the Council is this : We cannot 
ignore the chief objections which have been urged against the Reform pro 
]>^8a1s as (unlxxlied in the Report and with Your Excellency’s leave I shall 
n()tie(' only two of th(*ni. It is said that the reforms are demanded only by a 
very small minority of people, the educated and the higher classes, and that 
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BahuMahendra Noth Ray; Babu AMa Charan Mazumdar. 


an i‘X- 
novtT 


India 18 not and ousht not to be the home of denuK-raey. Of the many eminent 
critics who have said so one inay single out two very distinguished ' naines- 
Lord Sydenham a great Lngmeer and the ex-tJovernor of Bombay, and Sir 
John Hevvett, a distinguished momher of the Indian ('ivil Sto viee and 
Lioutenaiit-Governor of the United Trevinet^s. The Tinier of London 
said a wiser thing than when it referred, in refutation of this viovv to danau 
We ail remember that before representative^ government was granttnl to 
Japan 30 years ago the reformers who fought for it (‘onsisted of a vtu v small 
proportion of the population, tlie Samurai, and a small band of* vouim 
men and thinkers who had returmal from a dinn-t obs(‘rvation of the 
working of the constitutional system in Kuropi^ and Ameriea. lam (pioting 
Captain Brinkley, the famous authority on Japan, who says * bulk of th*' 
people the agricultural, the industrial and meriantile elassts — rnnained 
outside tln^ sphere of polities not taking any stuious interest, in l bo groat 
questions of the time.’ And eonstitutional govmmment in .lapan has i>ro\(Ml a 
success. The lessons of the great war which is just ovor ought not to bt‘ lost 
upon us. It has brouglit honu^ tln^ triumph of responsible govi'rumimt all 
over the world. The otlun* objection which has Ikmui very stiongly urg(*d by 
the two distinguished stati^simm I have just named and oiin^'s appl‘ars to me 
to 1)0 this — ^^thai. the proposals, if ado[>tt*d, will huid to (‘omplicat ions in the 
administrative machinery. It is said, for inslaman that om^ of tlie most 
important reforms proposed — that dual system of r(‘St‘rveil and transferred 
sul)jects — will h%ad to serious compliiMtions in pra(?tice, und th(‘ e\-(Jovernor 
of Bombay acdiially said iJiat. as the Indian genius (‘xcels in intrigiU 5 Indian 
legislators will take a(;lvantag(' of such compli<'at ions to oj)press Ids fellow 
countrymen. 1 have no doul)t tliat th<‘ British peojje would refusi‘ t»> list<m 
to such sugg(^stions but will accept the unavoidabh* compi jcat ions which are 
dui^ to thc^ v(.*ry lu'cessities of th(‘ cas(‘. Tlu'se complications are a compro- 
mise between, on the one hand, tlu* paramount duty of the Kxecutivi* Covinni-' 
ment to safeguard th(^ intin'osls of peace, oiab r and goini government and, 
on the other hand, the mmessity of at least a part ial realisation oi r«'sponsibIt» 
government in India as a first Hl(‘p in accordama* with the announciuneul of 
tli(‘ 20th August. The peo|)le must be taught, a.s my hon'ble Iriend the 
mover has already said, in tin* art of self-government . ^'our Kxeelhniey, 
with tln^se words I shall su)>port tin* motion of my lion’ble Iriend Rai 
DebemUu* Chiinder (xiiosh Bahadur, ainl the motion which ’“tands in my nann*, 
No. b, which is practically identical with X<n 2, m‘cessarily dro, s.” 


The Ilon’ble Babu Ambika Ciiakan Mazi mdak said : — 

My Lord, I hav^e already said in iny note snluintted to ( •(> vern nnuit 
that it is impossible to rise from a (*alm and disj)asKionat(* perusal <>1 t be 
elaborate and masterly report of tln^ Right Hon’ble the Secretary ol Stale 
and His Excellency the \Tceroy with«»ut being i)r()fouiidly inq)reHH(‘d wdtfi 
the sincerity and genuimmess of tin* policy whic-b have dictated the 
proposals formulated in it. It cannot bi^ doubt<‘d that ibese proposals, 
liowevcr imperfect or defective tln'y may b(% fin* honestly inteii<jrd to foim 
the nucleus of a constitution which, if wholc-hcartf^dly and sysouir'itically 
fostered and developed, is purely calculated to prove at no distant time a real 
and substantial measure of responsible governnnmt in India. It is easy to 
point out defects of these proposals— in fam the illustrious authors ol the 
scheme nowhere claim for pcilection or finality lor it. B niay he *i so 
possible to say that some of these* proposals in tln‘ir i)resent form even go to 
militate to some extent against tJie lundamontal <n)iict;ption of tln*i h( » 

Imt it would be difficult for honest criticism not to adtiut that the constitu- 
tion as proposed is a clear and decisive advanc(* upon the* existing uncons a 
tutional constitution of the country, and to ignore the hrotid fact tiiat umJer- 
lylng these defective proposals there is the germ of rospoiiHi )Ie govuinimm. 
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Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, 

which may require only time and opportunities to grow and expand in the 
process of our national evolution. My Lord, it is some of these defects 
which has evoked sharp criticisms from certain quarters ; but I sincerely 
believe that those of my countrymen who have assumed a hostile attitude 
towards this scheme have their f*yes more upon these defects than upon the 
real principles underlying this scheme. To some of these defects I reserve mj^ 
right to speak later on when my hon’ble friend, Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 
will move his resohftion as I have accepted it. But before I do so, I think 1 
ought not to pass over some of the criticisms which have been made both hero 
as well as in P^ngland against the scheme without a passing notice. My lord, 
the Reform proposals have been subjected to flanking attacks from two sides, 
each of which is diametrically ()))posile to the other. In the first place, those 
who are firmly wedded to the fc^tish of traditional prestige and are labouring 
under long-standing |)rejudices, shudder at tlie very idea of a change 
atid would have none of it. The sum and substance of their opposition seems 
to be that th(‘y an^ afraid that any change in the present constitution would 
moan the beginning of the end of their only interests in this country and 
lead to the utter collaf)Ho of th(‘ British entc^rprise in India. My Lord, I do 
not blame those critics. Any people similarly circumstanced and enjoying 
similar privileges, immunities and advantages during the lih^time of four or 
tiv(^ generations, would be naturally seized with such fears. But is there any 
reasonable or rational ground for such f(‘ars ? These fears were seriously 
expressed by the British settlors in South Africa on th(‘ eve of the South 
African Union, but to-day there are perhaps no more stauncli sup])orters of 
th(‘Brilish Umpire outside Great Britain than Generals Smuts and Botha, 
an<l British capitalists perha]>s are now as safe in Pretoria as in London. 


1 admit that there is not much of cordiality at present Ixitwoen I lie two 
communities ; in spite of thci repeated efforts of Governnumt to bring them 
togt^her, there are still lurking jealousy and distrust betwetoi tht^ two 
communities, but the thing is that it is only among fellow citizcms and not 
among fellow subjects that there can be muiual trust and confidenc(> and it is 
only mutual trust and confidences which go to dissipate prejudices, harmonisi^ 
relations between the diffenmt communities and inspire their minds with 
respe(;t and regard for mutual interests. Those critics imagim'- that it would 
be a mistake to introduce responsible government in India at the present 
stage. It seems to me that not exactly knowing their own minds and having 
no clear idea as to wdion and under what circumstances they might be 
disposed to recommend such a change in the constitution, they simply want 
to take comfortable shelter under an indefinite postponement. My Lord, is 
there any ground for such fears on their part ? It is nearly 70 years to-day 
that Macaulay in his prophetic vision foresaw the ])resont situation when he 
said that the minds and ideas of Indian people widened by western educa- 
tion will aspire to western institutions, l)Ut he would not be sorry for it, 
for he said if that day ever came he would regard it as the proudest day of 
England. My Lord, tlu' ‘ proudest day of England ' has come ; unfortunately^ 
however, there are those who, with their judgment crowded by selfish 
considerations or through timidity, cannot appreciate their own national 
greatness an 1 are not able to rejoice in their own triumph. It is really a 
day of triumph of England in the East. My Lord, I will not argue with the 
Noble Lord who, having eaten the salt of India and after either ruling or 
misruling an Indian province for five j^ears, is now leading a crusade against 
her in England and who has engineered an organisation whose very name 
is a deception and fraud and which has now come forward as a desfieratc 
effort to avert the inevitable, with a grotesque suggestion for the establish- 
ment of a few model fartns in a few selected districts in each province for 
the cultivation and demonstration of responsible government in India. 
My Lord, it is more regrettable than surprising to find that Lord Curzon, 
at the top of these reactionaries, has come forward with a statement which 
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has startled the Indian public. Spcakiji^r in tho Ibmst' of CoininoTis HIn 
ex- fc^xoellency is reported to have said thal the (lovieinueni has not yt*i 
committed itself to the Reform proposals. 1 really wonder if 1 1 is Lordship 
really rqieans what he says. ^\ as not the d<>cdarat ion of 20th August an ac t 
of Government? And 1 ask in the name of my count rynu'ii — was not tlu‘ 
(3xpen8ive misson of Mr. Montagu in pursuanet* of that declaration an ac-t 
of the Cabinet in Englana, and art* w(*, to inuhnstand that a re]>orl of a 
Secretary of State and a Viceroy is to be trt*ati‘d as a inert* ‘ seiap <»! ])apt'r ’ 
without any binding force*? My Lord, the foitinu‘s td‘ war haxt* happily 
changed entirely in favour (jf tin* Alli(*s and Tt'utonic* militarism witli all tln^ 
horrors of Teotonic vandalism has eoim* down on its kiu'cs begging for jitsna*. 
The complete victory is now in our hands. At such a moimmt — at vSiieh a 
happy moment — to suggest anything so niisc‘hievous is i o lead t In* ]M'Oph‘ of 
this country to suspect that the (jlovt*rnm(*nt ma\- g(> back upon its own 
])ledge8 or promises, and io whittle* down tht^ lu'form ]>roposals would he, to 
say the least of it, very deplorable if not disastrous It is to he hoped t hat 
the British public will strongly reimdiate any smdi unworthy snggt‘stion ami 
strongly denounce such a change in tin* angh^ of vision. Ahv»V(' all, it is to 
be hoped that the British stat(*smanshi|) will rist' to tin* full Innght ol the 
occasion and vindicate British justice and Ifritish faith which more than 
anything else, oven more than tlu^ (irand Flet‘t, is the st rongi si bulwark ol 
this vast Empire. 


My Lord, 1 have done. I will not tak(' uj) much ol ^ oui* Lx<*('llen(‘y s t ime. 
After centuries of dismal darkn(‘ssin wdiieh tin* p(‘o])l(' lay in deal hlike sinmher 
atid during which a civilizat ion more ancient than that ol (Jr»*ec(‘and Rome and 
even older than that of Ihihylon and Niiuv«*h was sw(*pt away hy suceessive 
convulsions and revolutions unparallehnl in tin* liist oiy of iiations, the light, 
which in the early morning of this world travndhMl from the East t-(» t he \\ (*st 
has come back from tlu^ Wb^st to the East and revealed to the astonish(‘d gaz(* 
of modern civilization that if th(*r(* is one India ah(»ve, th(*re is another India 
not far beneath its surface ; at tin* touch of that magie light I he ]>eop e have 
been rudelv awakened to a sens(^ of st‘lf-consciousness and during the last 

thirty years or mon* they have St ruggh‘d hard, though siruggled in vain, to 
recover their long-lost birthrights. Alt(*r y(‘ars ol vcai\ warn (‘iing in n 
(h^sert the hour of deliverance lias at last (‘oim^ and w<* are in ^ ‘ J 
promised Ijiiid. A calamitous war, M.e most, ternldr rccn-.led in > 

ancient or modern times, has proved a ffreat Idessiii^ in c isuonse e n , 

to ns it has furnished an ofiriortninty of not only coi,clusivel.\ ' 

reasoned attachment to the Mritish coniiection. l,nt .i sn out r .ipai 
the Imrdens of that eonnection as .■(pial partners -f tins vast 0"1-' '• 

Britisli pnldic it has reveahO the fact, i l.atil l In' lihert.es 

of the world have to he maintained, tlio.S(*ol | ' ‘i"|' .i' ,fn-atos( poli- 

ones must also he respected. I t lias heeii i rnl> <> .si i \ ei > p,,i m) ill 

tical philosopher of Great Britain tliai .i ffreat "",'*’'’1' . •' ' 

together. Let England extend the rieflit hand ci < i,,,n,t atnl the 

shaU grasp it withbll the fervour and -a.nn h^^ol lu.^B.d.m 
Indian heart, is as warm as the Indian snn. ' . ‘ , i 

of British subjects to^the proud positnai ol Bril ish cit./.< . . aY^ to^.-ther 

assured that India and Englan-l will ever reman, md.ssolnhly ho.nnl t,o„. tt. 
by hookfl of nteeL” 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrisiiikesii Laha said 

Your Excellency, tht"' ’!.( the 

Government on the 20th August, ‘ik to hew far the refo.-m.^ m.w 

impending reforms, and .announcement which has been 

proposed seek to give practical effect to the annonnccu 
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truly characterised as * making the end of the epoch and the beginning of a 
new one.’ The changes proposed and the modifications suggested in the 
present system of administration are intended, as I understand, to place 
India in a position to reach the final goal of responsible government within 
a measurable distance of time. It is for the first time in the annals of 
British Administration in India that the dosij-e for self-determination on the 
part of the ])eople has been recognised by the* authorities as the natural 
outcome of the work of a hundred and fifty j^ears of British rule, and the 
aim of the illustrious authors of the Report in formulating the scheme which 
is now b(dore the country is obviously that ‘ of enabling Indians in so far 
as they attain responsibilities to determine for themselves what they want 
done and how they want it to b(^ done.’ and for this the people have every 
reason to be gi*at(‘ful to them. It is but meet that my countrymen should be 
t^xtremely grateful to IJis Excellency the Viceroy and the Right llon’ble 
the S('cretary of State for India for th(‘ genuine spirit of sympathy with the 
hopes and aspirations of the peojde which they have gvincod in this moment- 
ous document. , 

So far as the present system of (Government is concerned, three defects 
have been pointed out in th(^ Report, viz., (1) that the present machinery no 
longer meets tlu' needs of time, (2) that it works slowly, and (3) that it pro- 
duces irritation. The pc^ople fully endorse' this view and the reforms propost‘d 
will be acceptable to them in pro^KnMion as they seek to or succeed in rc'inov- 
ing those defects from the body politic. 


We hav(^ no desire to make any detailed criticism of the scheme, and 
while w(' reserve to ourselves the right to tak(' exception to such of the 
details as may call for amendment, we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that 
the schenu', as a whole, expressing as it does the intt'nti(m of the illustrious 
authors, is to open wide to the people of this country the gates of opportunity^ 
and if tlu' educated classes would only show their fitness by their int('grity, 
energy and ])ublie spirit in the faithful discharge of t heir public duties, the 
clear concei)tion of India’s future as summed up in ])aragraph as statc‘d 

below stands to be realised within a measurable distance of time'. 

Our conception of the eventual future of India ia aisterhood of States, self-governing 
in all matters of purely local or provincial interest, in some cases corresponding to 
existing provinces, in others perhaps modified in area accortliiig to the characti‘r and 
economic interests of their people. Over this congeries of States would presi<le a central 
government, increasingly representative of and responsible to the people of all of them; 
dealing with matters, both internal and external, of common interest to the whole of 
India ; acting as arbiter in inter-state relations, and representing the interests of all India 
on equal terms with the self-governing units of the British Empire. 

w c must ulwayB keep the above ideal in view and if at the commence- 
ment wo can pilot the ship througli the shoals and narrows and roach 
port in safety our claims to higher powers and preforinont would he in- 
disputable. 

There are two points to which a brief reference is made in the Report 
but which have been unfortunately left out undisposed of as having been 
outside the purview of the Report, viz.: (1) the Army, (2) Industries and 
Tariffs. Both these are of vital important' to India, jf she has to occupy 
and retain her position in the world as a self-governing unit of the British 
Empire. The two most essential conditions of a self-governing country must 
be fulfilled, namely, thar it should he able to defend itself and secondly, that it 
should he self-contained. To achieve these ends it is absolutely necessary 
that the future military and the industrial policy of the Government must be 
radically^ changed and definitely settled : as for tlie military policy of the 
Government it has long been a source of great disappointment to the people, 
and the whole country is grateful to His Majesty’s Government for the 
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announcement that ‘the l.ar. which has hitherto prevontod t!,c a.hnissi.m 
of Indians to command ranks in His Majesty’s Army should he removed.' 
I would rather suggest that it should he o.xpressly provided ilmt no r.ieial 
bars shall hencefortli exist m regulations h-r appointnmnt to i l,e militarv 
service, and that in accordaiici' with the statement of tin- authors ’ it i> mil 
enough merely to assort a principle, wt< must act on it ’ aod ’ that a consider- 
able number of commissions should he given,’ a liberal iierceiitage should ho 
fixed to satiHfy popular doinand. 


With regard to the second point, naiiudy, tli(^ (jm‘stion of indust rit's ainl 
tariffs, 1 need only say tlnit the autliors of tln^ Hoport have truly v.netnl the 
opinion of the Indian puldic on the sul)jt‘et in paragraph liidia thunandh 

tis(^al autonomy as nothing short ofthat will (uiahh* India to staml uptni Us own 
legs. As stated in tln^ Report * India rightly wisht‘s to lind aiiotle-r sui.stan- 
tial base than that of tht' source for Indian reviuiiK' and it turns lo a tarilV to 
])rovide one.’ Unless hscal automnny is graiiltnl lo liuiia and mull tin* 
GovMUUiment of India is allowtul to j)ursue its own policy with tin* soleohji ct of 
inijn-oving India’s own indust ri(‘s and eoiniU(‘rc(\ the n'sourees of the Indian 
(government could never he sulliciiouly (h'Vt^lopinl to copt' witli the ficsh ri'- 
spcuisibilities which the ikmv redonn sclnum' will entail. The diunanil for liseal 
autonomy on the part of India is gmiuinc and in tlit‘ very intm-est of the 
country it is essential. It is hopisl that Ills Majesty’s (Jove.rnment and tin* 
British Parliament will r(‘alis(‘ this, and uiuhn- the ik‘W sclnuiH' of reforms (he 
(Government of India will he aulhorisisl to control thmr owji fiscal policy. 

^ • 

I cannot do hettei than (uiiudmh^ my rmnarks in the words rd* His Kxiad- 
leney tho Viceroy ‘ Diversity of o])inion th(*re must always he ; divmsity irnhs'd 
IS the very law of life. But tlnna^ is a higher law stHl, the law of unity, and 
it is the task of the (^/Oiiiunl to riajoncile tlu‘ many dj\ei*gent inl.er<*st,s 
of India into c)n(‘ vrhoh‘ and to bring lim- (*ver iieann* to the goal towaiMls 
wliich we ar(^ all striving.’ I hopf* His Kxeellency’s antieipaiion will i>e 
v(‘rili(H:l and that by a s])irit of sympathy ami eo-opc^ration the different 
rac(‘s will do their utmost, to bring about t h(‘ happy eonsummat un of tiie 
scheme which is cxp(*cted to bring (^intent imuu, to the j)eople ol the country. 
We must rtiCord our gontu'al a])provaI of this <‘poch~mak oig nii'asure. It 
immediately gives us much that w(* had liardly dr<‘amt ol before and promises 
us more in th (5 not- distant future. It marks a satisfac:! ory advance upon the 
past policy and professicjiis of oiir ruh'rs, and holds up belore our eyes a 
glorious vision of the future* which will mark thc' fulfilment of Ijugland s 
mis.'-ion in India than which a nohlm* om* has lu'ver inspired the eum-gies ol 
man or deserved to win the blessings of the Most High. 


'idle Ilon’ble Du. Abdulla-al-Mamcn Sr'ni:AW.\nnv said • 

I rise to support the resolution he‘loro the Housi*. I have no ln*hitation 
in declaring that the Reforms consfituti^ a distimU. advance* upon existing e-on- 
ditions and mark a substantial step towards t In* progiH‘ssi ve realisation of tlu^ 
goal of responsible government. But I cannot leml my whole-heai tod sui)port 
to the resolution without inviting Your Excell(*m*y attention to the kemi 
«onBe of disappointment, dissatisfa(;tion ami dismay with which the Reforms 
are received by Muslims of all shadi^s of opinion. I cannot sit down without 
placing prominently before Your Excndlency the princijKd mo lifications winch 
the Muslims demand and without which the Relorins lose then signifir;anc(' 
for them. 

The Muslim demands have been placed he lore <;overiime„l in forcible 
terms by the All-India Muslim Association, and the ( eiitrai National 
Muhammadan Association, and I need not repeal them here. All that 1 need 
say is to declare my full concurrence with the views expressed h> these two 
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important Miifelim Associations. But I shall, with Your Excellency’s peirmis- 
sion, dwell on one of the main demands in order to show that the Muslims 
are not an unn^asonahlo people, that iliey have no desire to retard the 
progress and arrc'st tlie growth of national sentiment in India, but that they 
have a just cause, for alarm and discontent. That demand is the demand for 
the ade(iuat(i representation of Muslims through communal electorates. Let 
me hrh^tly recount the history of this demand. It was in October 1906 that 
the first sign of the awakening of Muslim political consciousness became 
distinctly visible. It was in that year that the memorable Muslim deputa- 
tion headed by His Highiu^ss the Aga Khan waited upon His Excellency Lord 
Minto and obtained from him those words of assurance of the yu'otection of 
^luslini political riglits and interests as a community that are justly regarded 
by them as the Magna (Jharta of the political rights atid liberties of minorities. 
Tlie assurance given by Lord Minto was confirmed by Lord Morley in the 
House of (Jonimons in the following Woids : — 

‘ Th(‘ Muhammadans demand three things. I Inid the pleasure of receiving 
a dey)utation from them and I know very well what is in their minds. 

They dcunand Tln^ eh^ction of tlndr own representatives to these 
(Jouncils in all the stages juBt. as in (^.yprus, wherfs I think, tin' Muhammadans 

vot.(‘ l)y th(‘ni8(‘l V(*s Secondly, they want a number of seats in 

exc(^Hs of their numerical strength. These two demands we art^ quit e ready, 
and intcuul. t.o meet in full.’ 

Your Ex(;cllency is well aware that in spite of the assurance thus given 
in clear and unmistakable terms statements were mad(' by persons in 
authority both in India and in England which 'created a suspicion in 
Muslim minds that tln'se y^romises wer(‘ liabl(‘ to violation, that thi^ 
(lov(M‘nment in England weia* (hdiberately trying to lind a way out of redecnn- 
ing tl le exy)ress yiledges they had givim to various Muhammadan d(‘putations 
which attemh^d upon the Viceroy and the 8ecrf‘tary of State.’ How(u’er, the 
Miitt o-M orley Ibd’orms came and our own (Council is a st anding testimony of 
the way in which pledges given to Muslims were redeemed. In a y^rovince 
which may well be descrilx^d a Muhammadan y)rovince we an* given only 
five seats through communal electorate's and wo are given t he vt*ry remote and 
distant chance of n'turning as many Muslinis as we can through mixed 
electorates, ddn* i*(‘sult is that th(*re are only six elected Muslim members 
in the Council to-day against seventeen Hindu and five European elected 
members. It is thus that the Muslim demands have been met in full by Lord 
Morley. Far from assuring us a number of seals in excess of our numerical 
strength lu^ has allotted us a number of seats far below it. Yet the Muslims 
acquiesced in the arrangement ami accepted the Morley-Minto Reforms 
without murmur. 

The Muslim attitude continued acquiescent till the fateful 12th of 
December 1911 — a day which is the startmg-p<^int of that strong current of 
Muslim dissatisfaction and discontent which culminated in the Congress- 
Ijoague Concordat of December 191(). The annulment of the Fartition of 
Bengal came as a severe sln^ck to the faith of the Muslims in the Govern- 
ment. Whether the revelation of the dangerous secret that the y^ledges of 
a Governor-General or a Secretary of State can be broken by his successor, 
whether this breach of faith has inspired others with, greater trust and 
confidence in the words of Ministers and Viceroys, I do not care to ascertain. 
But this unsettling of a settled fact has undoubtedly shattered the implicit 
faith of Muslims in Government and has made them extremely suspicious of 
Government promises. Then came the world-wide war which has happily 
just terminated in the unqualified triumph of the principles for which England 
arrayed herself on the side of the Allies — the principles of justice and huma- 
nity, the defence of the rights of small and weak nations and the sanctity 
of pledges and promises. The participation of Turkey in the war followed 
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and with it there has grown ‘ a feeling among Muslima t hat Government is 
less mindful of their interests than in the past In the appointment of only 
one Muslim out of three Indians in thi' Seereiaty of State's ('oiinell, th»> 
absence of a Muslim representative from the War Cahineis ami the IVaee 
Conference altiiough the future of the saered places of Islam — Mee. a, Medina, 
Baghdad, Iverbela :ind Jerusahmi — is involve 1, the ahsetici' of a Muslim in 
the India Council to-day in the jdact' of Sahil>za la Aftaii Alimul — i lies.*, 
amongst’ others, are regarded as indications of < iov.-rnment's change of atti- 
tude towards Muslim. 

The Indian Muslim Assocititiou in its .address to tlu' Seereiru v of Stjite 
and His Excellency the Viceroy expressed its<«lf ns follows: — 

In conclusion, we venture to exprt'ss tht‘ hopi* that you will r»*tleeiu lu full th»’ 
promise Lo'tti Morloy ha I {^^iven us and rtwM)^Muse tlie just ehmns ef our (Mnummi it y . 
We do not rest our claims on any com-tvssioii or fa\o:ii j^rauletl hy tie* (ireui Mo^^uis it> the 
Kast India Company. We do not base our iltuiiauds on any S tutid tu* Firman <»l Shah 
Jahan, Alamgir or Shah Alain — failed anti forgotten parv-liineniH, f^^ro'Nn inuslv with the 
march of time. But v^e do base ainl rest our (‘hiiins an<l thonamls on tin* assuraneen 
^iven and accordetl to us by responsibb* lnlm.sler.^ of the Crown ami repr ‘sent tt i \ es of 
His Majesty the Kini?-Emperor whose utt(*r.uict*s art* fresh in tin* memory <»f livin;.: men. 
In considering our claims, we b of yon to rtmiembi'r Lh:it tln'v rest not onl\ on tin' 
numerical strength of the followers of Islam, great as it is tn 1 miia, ami gr ater still in 
the Hritish Empire ; not only on their historic and political imimrtanct', great as it is in 
this country, and greater still in the history of thr(‘e dilferent coiit ments. but als > on oiir 
iirofound, continued and jiroved loyalty to the ]»ersoii and throne of tin* k mg Empf'ror, a 
loyalty which has stood the severest of tests on many occasion in peace and war. 


Hut to tlu'-ir groat (llsappoini iiHuit tin* Muslims fiml tlu ir loyall y straug«*Iy 
rewarded. They find a hotuily preaclie.l (,<> i liem on I he ils nf eommuiial 
representation ; ‘ It is against the l.'achings el history.’ I'lie history ol 

what nation, what country, one naturally asliH':* With duo res|»,’ei.s t,o t he 
authors of the Report, I snhinit that tlieir eonclusions are due to a misread- 
ing of th(! teachings of history. If one goes to history lor .assist am no 

stands upon dangerous grounds. In the history ol 
country, have we got. an (cxainple ol tie' system 
offered under the reforms scheme ? W e cannot. 


( ) 

W 

ol' 
iiini 


i.'it. iiatinii. aii'i of wliaf 
g( ivcrinnrnt. wlnrli is 
a hisl ori<‘ prr<‘'*(l(‘nt and 
i df'inand lOr Inst.oric 
, ai’t* iinifjU( 
an<l 


1 'lass and iiastr 
Mild 1)1 inim(*m< M'lal custom gotug 


sions stornotyped in tin* adamantim* nmubi oi immen m.a. ' ‘ - 

k to the d.ays of Asoka and Vikram ni.ty.. and l-eyond. do not. to. tin ir m 
lation, stand in need of a council (ile.etion eM‘r\ t, nei oi i\' . ' j,. ' i, | 

dies only the li.arest fringe of tie- vast p.Mm h.tion o Ind a ' > ; ' tjj 

lors of the report take aw.ay with the h-it Imnd uliat 1'“ b • 


example anywhere. 'riie only re.aKonalile replx' i.o . i i 

examph' would he that the comlitions ami cireiimst aiiees oi Imlia an; iiiii(|ne 
and unprecedented. It is on these iiiii.pm and nni.reeedei.ted eoMhitm.ii 
eiroumstances peeuliur to Imlia that the Muslims has,- ' 

communal reiiresentation. ‘It porpetnaies class divisions. 1 Ins pioposi- 
tioii provokus tdu* Hiiiilo of (*vory sMid‘*nt ol ludiaii hiRtoiy. 
divisions storoot3^ped in tlu* adamantdm 
back 

peluation 

touch OH 

authors of tlie report .. 

give with the right. bh(*y jilainly indicati* th.it 
granted to Muslims is t(unj>orarv and liable* to » 
line 8 of the Report reads as Jollows : 

'Lastly the Coinmissio.i should eonsi(h*r iln' reteti-* 

and the constitution of electoiaites, ineluding t he imi)0! .m 
tion of communal representation. 

Now, I ,«k the uou«.., have n;/'''' 
discontent? My lord, I cannot do beltei than p.^ling of t he Muslims 

words of the R^ja of Mahmiuhdi.ml whn h vo.ee t t ; h 

as truly to-day as they did in 1909 when <,note.l h> ‘I ou. I.xm J 
House of Commons : — 


Mie cnmmmial represent.ai ion 
he witlidrawii. I'aragranh 2 t)J, 


• I can saieiy stan- -v' « , .. ..uf.gtioii 

Muhammadans at the present moment m regard to th. question 


safely «tate that the g-end state 
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and privileges under the Reform Scheme, but specially in regard to the 
matter of a separate electorate, is one of utter confusion. They fear, however, 
that a great wrong is about to be inflicted U] on them ; that they are to he 
treated with an injustice wdiolly undeserved by them and undreamed of, and 
they are deeply disappointed. They are not politicians, they do not under- 
stand Uie language of diplomacy, they are a patient, loyal, God-fearing people, 
who have trusted in solemn pledge given to them by their rulers and who ask 
lor a sign tliat that pledge is about to be fulfilled.’ 


My Lord, on behalf of the Muslim community I urge that the Muslim 
demands be satisfi(‘d to the fullest extent possible, and that assurance be 
given to them in clear and unmistakable terms that this will be done. 
Otherwise I am afraid, with a sullen and discontented Muslim population the 
vast and bold exp(n*iment of responsible government upon which we are 
about to embark is doomed to failure. 1 yield to none in my desire to see 
the dawn of responsibh' government in India. ]>ut 1 know and realise that 
th(^ path to responsible Gov(>!rnment is long and weary and full of dangers 
and ])jtfalls. The Reforms, undoubtedly, mark a substantial stej) towards 
^he goal of responsible government, but it is long, long way to Delhi 
and one is liable to go astray. Let us not deviate from the 

path of right and justice, lest the w^ords of the Persian poet come true : — 

‘ I am afraid thou shalt never reach the Mecca of thy (iestination, O Bedouin, for 
tiie way tiiou wendest leads, not to Mecca hut to Turkestan.*” 


The Ilon’l)le Haiut Kisiioki Mohan CHAUoiniiu said : — 

My Lord, I rist^ to explain the language of the resolution which stands in 
my name on this subject. 1 have stated in clear and unmistakable language in 
submitting my opinion to Government that the proposals are a decided and dis- 
tinctiv(^ improvement upon the existing machinery of (Jovernment, and we are 
grateful to the illustrious authors of this scheme. It has been suggested in 
several quarters that some modifications are necessary. They are necessary no 
doubt, but at tlte same time it is to be* made clear to tlie Government that while 
we accept the proposals we suggest modifications only exf)res8ing a hope that 
there may not b(‘ any difficulty in the smooth working of tlie proposals and it 
may facilitate tlu^ early realisation of responsible government in the near 
future. It is better no doubt that there should be two resolutions on the 
sul)ject, and 1 am gratelul to Your Excellency in ruling that there should 
be one resolution for this and another in which we should suggest 
the modifications which we think will be necessary as 1 have just now 
stated. Doubts are expressed in some quarters that the scheme wdll not 
work well, and as stated by the previous speaker, .the Muslims are not 
satisfied with the proposals aird they apprehend that their rights and 
privileges will not bo protected. It is to be borne in mind that this is an 
experimental measure and we must proceed cautiously. The announcement in 
the House of Commons was that this should be a progressive step towards 
responsible government in India and in that view the proposals have been 
submitted ; so that we may gradually demonstrate our ability to manage affairs 
and that we may gradually succeed in obtaining the privileges which will now 
be reserved. 1 do not for a moment think that there will be any deviation 
and that the Government will not adhere to the principles enunciated in the 
Report, and I fully believe that they will be worked out in a sympathetic 
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spirit to make the experiment a success. When 1 snlunitted mv lesolutions 
there were two tilings upf)erin()St in my iniml ; ono was the la-porls of tlie 
two (Joiniiiittoes which have been constiiul<Hl an 1 upon which nui(‘h of 
the success depends, are not known ; and t In- oth.‘r was : ih<‘n‘ may l‘e 

long delay as lias been expressed in parairra[>h 28'J, m the latter part of 

wliich it has been stated that lull jresponsibh* Liovcrnineni will be 
granted to^ the Provincial (:Jovernment first and then a I). ^ginning will 
be made in the Government of India ; that is not the (piestion. but 
there is a natural desire and .the natural aspiraln)ii (>j (,>ui’ count r\*mi*n 
that we should he placed on an ecjual footing with otlnn- Nonu- 

nions. Wo are proud of l.ln^ aidiievmnents of India in the l)aMh‘lield of 
Mesopotamia and their material contribution in other lields of war at a verv 
great sacrifice, and it is but natural aftm* tln‘ deinonsi rat ion of tin' loyalt\ bv 
the people and tlunr particitiation with full n‘sj)onsilulity in t In* deftMiee ol 
the Kinpire, wt‘ should be granK^d an (‘(jual posit i .n which i^vviy self- 

respecting man wishes t-o enjoy and in t hat liop(‘ v\ e e.xpress a 

hope that there inay not be <bday and, therefore, we suggest «‘(1 modifica- 
tions. It IS iKjt ill the spirit that unless modification^' are made 

W(‘ are not prepared to aeci^j)! anything; we say clearly that it is a 
distinct a IvaiKu* ; but at tln^ saim* tiim^ wesay tliat some fii ri Inn* inodiliea- 
tionsare m^jessary and we t*.\press a hope that tin* working out of tin* ^ehenn* 
by tin* Su b-C(jnimittees will bi^ made in the symjiathetie spirit in whndi the 
proposals havn* been conet'ivt* I. It is in that view that whih* d raft ing t his 
n^solution I expressed a hope afti*!* stating that i: is a i-eal a<l\Mne«“, that this 
might b(" done. The languagt* may Ik* misuinlerst oo 1 in sonc* (piartco’s ainl, 
t ln‘refon\ 1 rise to (dear my meaning. In fact, I fully agree witli the ]>revlous 
speakers, but 1 disagrei*. with the, s[H*ak(‘r who has just s]K)k<m befon- nc'. that 
it will m^t be carried out in tin* spirit in which it has becni coiu;eivc(|, but I 
hopi* that our suggestions aixait tin* inodilieaf ions will be r«*<*ei\ed in the spiiil 
in vv!ii(di they are oftered.” 


ddie Hon’ble Maitlvi A. K. Fazl-i l-IIaq «aid : — 

*• My LoikI, altliough I heartily HUt)[)ort tliat portion of the resolution whi<*li 
seeks to reconl the grateful tlianks of tins (e)uin*il to the Right Hon ble tin* 
S(*c.rctary of Stale and Ilis Excdleney tin* Viceroy loi' the very g^siuiin* and 
(tamest on leavours they have made towards lilKO’abziiig In I la s pol it i»*al insti- 
tutions, I regret I cannot subscribe to tin* terms ol tlie resolution in tin* lorm 
in which it now ^stands liefon* the I'onneil. 1 agrt‘e generally w>tli tin* 
remarks that have been made by tho Hon ble Dr. Siihrawardy i egai d ing t he, 
Moslems’ position in tln^ pi'oposed scdieme ndorms. l*ut 1 g<» a litth* iui 
t her and say that although tln*r(* has l*eeii ;i genuine eilort an<i the son<nesr 
a[>preciati()n of India’s politii*al aspirations, tln're have bcfui leasons w i\ 
the illustrious authors have not been able to siic-eiMl ni ]>ro;)otinding a ^^dn*me 
tiot only free from obicctions. l>ut also free iioin vmn s(‘i'ious ‘ | 

Lord, we have got to ' tost tlic prof>osals that have been made in Hn* light 
of the annonneement of tlie 20rb oi August. Wean* all agieo 
announcement is one of the most m ineiitons .01 r ma-lo m t ie iis ory o 
Inilia’s political institutions inasmueli as ii enilioiiies a ho < inn I' ' 
that responsible government is tlie final goal ol llritish rule in '" *'*• ' * 

that if we are to accept this announcoinent as l he fumlumenial l>.isis ol a 
scheme of reforms, we cannot go beyonil the terms of t le ,iniiou,iC‘,ni< n 
itself. Looking to the terms of the announcement, hml ' ’ 

a declaration that substantial steps towards the grant of *' 

nient should be taken as soon as possible, and it India and His 

declaration that t he Right Hon’ble the becretary of a.e 
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Excellency the Viceroy have promulf^ated the present scheme of reforms. 
Jf, therefore, the present schemes of reforms in the form in which they now 
stand do really consiitute a substantial step towards r(3sponsible government 
1 sulmiit there is no reason why a substantial modification should be proposed, 
because on our own showing they fulfil the very terms of the announce- 
ment. In my opinion. onc(* we take up that position, we stultify our own 
criticisms and from this point of view I beg to submit that the phrase 
which originally stocxl in tlie resolution whicli was going to be proposed by 
the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Maziimdar, as regards the limitation 
to the scheme, should be clearly emphasized. In other words, the ])hraso 
that ‘ although the proposals may be defective and imperfect in certain parti- 
culars ’ should b(‘ inserted in tln^ resolution. My Lorel, so far as the reform 
scheunes an* (‘onemnu^d. they have got to be taken with reference to the limit- 
ations which tlie distinguishf-d authors themselves had not failed to 
recognise, Th(*r(‘ is the qu(*stion of the communal repr(‘Rentation There 
are questions as regai*ds limitations that have got to be placed evem. when 
some sort of resj onsibh* gov(M*nment is intrcH]u(^ed. and 1 fully endorse the 
remarks of tin* Ilon’bh* Dr. Suhrawardy, that in many instam-cs the distin- 
gui 8 h(*d authors have unfortunately and unconsciously t.ak(‘n away with one 
hand what • h('y have* given with the other. After what has falh'u from 
the llon’ble Dr. Suhiawardy, 1 do not think that this Council can endorsee 
tin* resolut ion in its j)i‘t‘S(*nt foian, without some sort, of limitation like* tlu' one 
which was suggested in the original motion of tiie llon’ble Babu Ambika 
Charan Mazumdar. Without taking up the time of iIha Council, and without 
going into details, b(*caus(> (x^c^asion for a detaih'd iliscussion will (‘oiik* wh(*n 
individual rt'solui ions ai e discussful, 1 propost* that the woi'ds even though 
they may b(^ imi)(‘rf(H‘t. or defective in certain rt'spects, lx* addt'd as was 
) oint(‘d out by Your Kxct*lh‘ncy. If this is done. 1 shall givt' my whole- 
hcai’UxI suj ]xa-t to th(> r(‘Solution. If this is not dom*, I shall deem it my 
painful duty to op))os(* tin* resolution. 1 do not know how my fiieiids can 
say that the schenx‘ in its ])r(*sent shape is a genuiiu' and distinct advance 
towards th(^ realisation of respon.sible government when it re(piir(‘S 240 reso- 
lutions in on(' provincial (’ouncil alone to set matters right. With tln^se f(*vv 
words 1 b(*g formally t.o press that these words may be* addtxl to tin* original 
mot ion.” 


The Pkesidknt said : — 

Does any Hon’ble Member second the amendment?” 


The Ilon’bh* Maulvi Abul Kasem said • — 

‘‘My Lord, I beg to second the motion moved by m 3 ' hon’ble friend to 
1113 ^ left, and 1 do not think it requires many words from me to recommend it to 
the Council. 1 agree in his statement that t in* very fact tlnat we want so 
many modifications in the reform proposals shows that ii is neither perfect nor 
free from defects and, therefore, 1 think the Council will accept th('. motion as 
has been moved by m.v hon’ble friend.” 


The President said : — 

“To the original motion the following amendment has been moved : — 

That the words ‘even though they may be imi)erfect or defective in 
certain respects,’ be added at the end of the resolution.’' 
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A divifiion was taken witfi tIh* following n'siih ;~ 


The Hoi 


Ayes — 13. 

'ble Sir Nilrataii, Sarkar, K'l 
Mr. J. Macki*nziL', o.h.k. 

W. II. II. Arden- Wood, r.i.K. 

„ Aminur li'iliinan. 

,, Arun Chandra Sirij^ha. 

Dr. Al»dnlIa-al"Mannin Snlnawanlv . 
Mr. M. Asliraf Ali Khun ChandlMin 
Maulvi A. K. Fa/1 ul-IIa<| 

Khan Sal)ih Anian Ali, 

Bahti Hliahendru Chaiidra llax . 

Rui Mahendra Chiandra Mitia 
Bahadur. 

Bahu Sureudra Xa«h Ihiy. 

Maulvi Ahul Kasern. 




S\>e < — 

1 iu' Il'Mi hU- Sn Ra|«‘!idra Nath Mouker^ee 

K I 1.1 

' ’ haj i 1 1 ri si II lv(* d I I. aha. i i.i . 

" 1I» ! i u t ehi li s< »ii . 

" •' M** Iho\a h ( hiiiidvi MitUr. 

•' • R.ihu Six Nar.ixan Miiklierji 

” " Kuiiiui Shill She kliar«‘t»\viii !{a\ 

•' " 1 h h.i I’la^al Sat hadlnhat I. K i . 

V I I 

•' Rai 1>. lu'iidiM I’liundti lihosr 
Huiiadiit 

V hai hadha Cliiita.i I’al Hahadin . 

• < M M * 1' U ' 'ai I'M . t .1 I , ) It 1 

Mi W . F Cl tim. o n j 
i:. H Kd< M. 

, , C IhiN l.‘\ . 

, .. II li A. Ir\v III, ( IK 

.. ,, Altai .\ 1 1 

,, ,, Bahu .Maiirhdia Nalh Ra\ , i.i.K 

.Mi K B Ihilf 

, .. Bahu KisImhi Moliaii (dumdhuii 

\iniuka Cliaran Ma/timdai 


'J"h(‘ following niemlxMNs we?'(‘ «ahsent : — 

'Pho Hon’ble the Nawah Haha<lur of Murshi(lal»a.l. 


Babn Brojendra Kishor Ray Cliand li in i. 
Rai Sri Xatli Ray Bahadur. 

Bahu Akliil (diandra Batta. 


'Pin* ayes being 1*^ and the 19 tin* motion was arc* »rd nigly losi. 

Idle resolution was t.hen put in t hr following inodilird lorin and agrrrd 


ddiis (/ouncil is of opinion that thr < 'oust it.nt lonal Ibloiin pioj.tisals laid 
befortj this country and tlu' Rarliainrnt in Kngland. b\ llis l'.\r* Ih iiry thr 
Viceroy and tlie S(^cr(‘tary of St,at(‘ lor linlia. air a grn nin*- rlloi i and a 
<lr(inite advanc(‘ l-ow^ards tin* j logrrssi \ «• rrali/ai ion n\ r- j »oii- d >lr govnn ii- 
niriit in India, and also desiixis to r(M*ord and oiirr its gialrinl thanks tn Hjs 
K xcidJency tin' Viceroy and the Iviglit lion Idr th(“ Sri i-r(ar\ o{ Slat,** bn- 
India for tdieir Reform projaosals. ” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— Items Nos, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 8. 


Th(^ following resolutions wana* Indd br rovnn 
previous resolution as ameinh* ! and wana* dtamird t.o br 


by tin- d(diatr 
withdrawn : — 


< >n 


tin^ 


Bytlie lIonM)l(> Raja Hrisliikesh Laha : 

This C.ouncil records its smise of gratitude to Jlis Kx‘-«llenry tlio 
Viceroy and the Right Plon’hle the Secretary of State for the Relorrn proi>osa s 
formulated in their joint report . wdiich are in ac^-ord witii the nirmoiadr 
pronouncement made on l:)elial[ of Ills Majesty s (owernun nt in t le 
Commons on the 20th of August, 1917, and are rah ulatrMi to lead, by gradual 
stages, to the attainment of re8p<^ui8ihle govri niin nt. 


By the Hondile Balm Arnhika Charan Mazumdar 

This Council is of opinion that tli«- Kcfonii propusalH forniulai cl hy the 
Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State a.i.l His Excellency tl..- ' 
though they may be imperfect or defective in cc^rtain lOHpcc h, f o < 
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a distinct step in advance towards progressive realisation of res])onBible 
government in India ; and \i is further of opinion that the Government 
siiould adiien* io the policy and principle of responsible government wfiicli 
liave dictated those proposals and give* c^ffc^ct to them, with such mixlifications 
an I improv(‘ments as have been ur.»ed by the majority of the Indian | ublic. 
in fulfilment of th(^ memorable declaration of the 20tli August, 1917. 


1)V tlj(‘ Ilon’bb' Babu Mahendra Nath Hay : — 

This Gouneil is of opinion that the I'ccommendations mad(‘ by the 
Vdc(M-oy and th(5 8ecn‘tary of vStale in the Re[)ort on Indian Constitutional 
Reforms constitut(‘ a substantial first step towards the progressivt' realization 
of ros])onsiblo gov(*rninont in India. 


By tlu' lIonM)h> Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur : — 

This (Jouned tenders its grateful acknowledgments to His Excellency 
the Viceroy and the Right Hon’ble the Secr(*tai‘y of State for IncBa ior tlieir 
(earnest endeavour to diwise a scheme of C/onstitutional Reforms, such as, in 
tlunr opinion, would fulfil the terms of the announcement of the 20th August, 
1917, and for the deep and sincere sympathy with Indian political aspirations, 
and the large-hearted statesmanship which they have manifested throughout 
th(‘ir Report. 

l^y the Hon’bh* Babu Kishori Mohan (diaudhuri : — 

This (Aiuncil is of opinion that — 

{(i) tln^ Report on Indian (Jonstitutional R(‘forms is a genuine* effort for 
improving tln^ existing (Jovernmenl machinery ; and 

(/>) that the scheme, if worked out in a sympathetic spirit with modili- 
catlons to make it effective ami to inei't tin* natural aspirations 
of 1 ht^ country, will ])rove a real stt^p towards the realization of 
responsible government in India. 

The Hon’bh* Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, by leavu^ of the Presidt‘nt. 
moved th(‘ following resolution, in plact* of the original resolution”^ which 
stood in his name : — 

'riiis Cvouncil desires, while welcoming l ie* pro])osals generally, subject to 
such modifications as have been urged by the majority of tin* Indian public, 
to record its acceptance of the policy of the gradual realization of responsible 
government. 


Ho said : — 

My Lord, at the outset I desire to say one or two words with reference 
to what has fallen from my hon’ble friend Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq. I believe 
that I echo the voice of the entiri* Indian community when I say that we 
all desire some modification of the scheme as published, but even if there is 
no modification of i,he scheme we are not prepared to throw it awj)^’. In 
such a case will the llon’ble Maulvi FazUul-llaq say : ‘No, we discard the 
scheme altogether ? ’ that is my question to him. What we want to say to the 
British i)eople and the British Cabinet is that we welcome the scheme thank- 
fully and whole-heartedly but that we should like to have some modifications 


^ TIk* originul resolution ran as followH : — 

1 his Council welcomes the proposals generally, subject to such moditication^ as may appear feaaibh*, 
and nccepts the policy of the gradu^ realization of rcsponsibli government 
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of the original scl.cmr, bu , ov.M. ,f tl.at ,s no. ^rrantcd w.- an- pn panMl ,o 
accept It and that \ve will continue to ur^r,. modifications till t.ln-v arc irrantcd 
and they arc hound to come umlm- tin- a-ris ,,f Itriiish nilo, ’ -rital is the 
position we have takmi up. 


The Report <)(■ Ills Excedlency the Vicoroy and th.- Hi^r|,| Ih.n'i.ie the 

ver 
I lie 

. , . P, t)UH 

Rtatesnianslnp w:tili wliieli . vitv liur is instiniM. 'I’Ik- lu^pori is uoi simply 
a blind plea lor 8idf>govrrnm(‘iit for India. It contains a rcvi. w t»| tin* |»aHt 
policy ol thr (iovornmont, takrs slock of tin* i)r«vsfnt situation, of tin* prosmt 
limit ations and future ])ossil)iliTn(‘s. Kvon a national (Jovtnnmcni ctjultl not 

have svritttm more frankly aboui Intlia’s ]K)lit ical dt*st i ny and plat*. > in tin' 
Kinpirt‘. I do not claim that the vvork of Govtnmrncnt will intlit‘tirsl instaner 
bt' (lone betti^M* than il il ivmaintxl in the sole hands ol (j!ovi‘rnnient othciMs. 
'V\w present Constit utional Uerorins havt* been put (orwartl not for tlu^ 
improvement of administrative t'lrieiimey. init with a vi(‘w \.o furnish an 
instrument of political and popular education, and t.o h ad ns on in course 
of time to the realisation of lull rosponsiblo ^<dveinment. 'The | obey hitlierto 
has b(M><i to keep the people in pm-petual leading: strings, and lo treat i In'in as 
if thc'y have no national ri_^lits as a politii^al entity. It was left to 
Kxe('li<m(‘y Lonl ( dielmsford and Mr. Montrej^n to inaugurate tin' iumv <Ta of 
^eniiiiK' S(‘l f-j^over/i ment. To (*rities who pidint to the ])rr->si hi 1 ii y of failuroa, 
1 would r(‘ply in the woivls of Ijord llipon’s resolution mi lo(*al se|f*^ovnrn- 
nnmt as follows : — 

‘ At starting, there will <loiil)tleHs b * many tailureH, calculaU'd to (liHC(»uraiTt' exa^^erat- 
(h 1 hopes, and ev.‘ti in H<mn.‘ cases to cast apparent discredit npon tin* prinMirt^ (»f stdf- 
jjfovernment itfielt. If, howev(‘r, the <dlic<‘rs ef tioveriinnoji onl > s('t iln inscives to foster 
Hednlously indefi 'iident jx'ilitical life, if tiiov iic.cept lc>yalh\ and a^^ th**ir fo\n, the policy 
enunciated ; and if they come to roalis * that the system really opens tln-m a fairer liidd 
for the exercise of a Irninistrative tact and direoti \ e eiieri^^v than t he auhi(‘rai le sj stem it 
is pro})nj-ed to supersede, Dit'ii it may lx* ho}»e I tlnit tin* ]>eriod of lailured will he short, 
and that real and substantial pro^r<*ss will Nerj’ soon h^conn- inanib st. !t il he said that 
ill some cases tlie t'xperiiut'iits in this dir(*e-tion havi* not been ein'- nraj^nn^, there is reason 
to fmir that pri'vious attem}>ts havt* been too often ovt*rricidon ami pFiietieally crushed by 
iliri'Ct, though well-meant, ollicial interference.’ 


.Socretary ol OLai-o is enn^ oi tdio most ihomughly Mnvorc dicnnmntso 
placed belore t lie Indian public. Ii dcs,>rv, s |m l.r’nad. .-nid .■,-i'.-a.|, and 
more wii rc'ad i(,. the more arc wc f.|rack willi the .■nli'’lit ciuv 


After all, my Lord, democratic insi itutions an- no' alto^r..t|i(,r exotic in 

India. It has Ix-cn said that the Last is the iian nt of municipaliti. h. From 
the early dav« of eocioLy, tlu' jieople ol this country ha\'i- bom acipiaiiitis 
with forms ‘of local seif-government. 'J'lio villai^r mslilnlions tvhich stil 
survive in many parts of the country arc living monuments ol the national 
capacity in this respect. It is trim -is was obscrvi-d liy Lord Kioon t hat the 

people of India .are remarkaldv tolerant of oxistnifr la<-ts. 1 h. |,cop|,. (,1 no 

other country are so mild, so p.aticnt. so m.comjilamniu as the people ol 
India. Even the wildest caprice, the most arbitrary con liict and the l.ittci- 
cst antipathy arc passed over by tlnan with the coolness o .1 p 11 osop n r 01 
an ascetic. Tlic peopb^ of India, liowi'vor ln*at 1. ar<‘ loya lo t n ^ 

to the powers that be. But the time lias arrived wl.e„ the edacaied classes 
of India oufflit to be allow.xl a l-etter scope to the:,- advaned 
aspirations. It is England which has i . '7,*,. li;,,, 

befitting that it should accord to i bem_ the right-. <• "(.a m i • ■ 

By recognising such rights Knglan 1 will fulfil ln‘i mission m m 

Lord Chelmsford and Mr. Montagu are truly represenung her m the fulfil- 

ment of that mission. 

We are frequently reminded I'ldvamii 

England 


and that rim vasu" n\*a/s of tiie population are illiterates. 'y 

this argument convtmiently forget history. as iov\ 
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edacat(‘(l when the Rcdorni Will of 1832 waB paBBod ? how far was nhe oducat- 
ed at the time of th(j paBBiiip.* of th(' Act of 1867 ? Only since 1867 which 
gave household suttVage, has Kngland poBseBsed a system of free and coin- 
pnlsoi-y education. Then again how far was Japan educated when the 
Sannirai nmounced power and popular government was introduced. Our 
maBK(‘S may he illiterate, hut they cannot he called ignorant. The educated 
(Jassc^s are a niinority everywhere*, hut they are not (piitt* bo small as t lie 
handful of Europeans in whose hands are centenid all authority and power. 
4'he niasr-(^s will, 1 have no doubt, gradually understand and afipreciate 
tlu*ir neAv role. It would lx* contradietinjj liuman nature to say that man, 
int(‘llig(‘nt niau, will not piadVr fniedoin to fetters in tin* administration of 
national affairs. Those who are now in h‘ading strings will Ix^ the first to 
appreciat(‘ iluur freedom wh(‘n they will six* that they art* no longer the 
slavcis of tin* official huzitr, that as he is a tax“pay(>r. In* has tin* ri^lit to say 
how the tax ])aid hy him is to he disposcul of and that the district officer 
shall not lx* tlx* ) (u-fjctual keeper of his (conscience. If once this feeling 
gets root ill the ])opular ifiind, the people of India will hc'conx* a new race of 
men altogether. 


My Lord, it was Lord (’ornwallis who reduced the chaos of Briti^i Indian 
administration to order by (*nacting tin* regulations. It was Lord William 
B(uitinclv wh(j first recognised tin* right of tlu* ])(*()i)le of India to serve their 
country and Sov(*reign in tin* higher offices of the State and this gave them 
a share in the j)ractical lulministration of their fatherland. It was Lord 
( 'aiming who (*stahlished a mixed Legislative (h)uncil in which non-official 
ni(*mh(u’s, howeV(*r few in number, were declari'd to b(* ai liberty to discuss 
measurers of State with tin* rult'rs of the land on an equal fooling. It was 
Lord Hi[)on who a(*cordt‘d totin' pc'oph* of India the Magna Oharta of local 
self-gov(‘rnment. Although the L(*gislativo ( 'ouncils wen* t*x])and(‘d in th(‘ 
tinn* of Lord Lansdovvne it was not until about 16 y(*ars lat(*i* tlnat th(‘y wxu'e 
giv(‘n a certain amount of i*(‘pr(*s(*ntati v(* characK'r. It was Lord Minto and 
th(' illustrious Lord Morley who gave ])racticai and langihh* proof of tlu* t!K*ory 
which had too efien 1 een ovt*rlooked in ])ractic(‘ that colour was no bar to tlie 
highest, office's of tlu* Crown by admitting a colouri'd man to a shan* in l he 
exeeut.ivi* government of India. It was Lord llarding(' amd Mr. Aust(*n Cham- 
berlain who s(H*ur(‘d the admission of Indians to tin* inn(*rmost councils of the 
British Emj)ire. It has now been tin* jiroiid ])rivileg(' of His Exc('ll(*n(*y Lor<l 
Chelmsford ami the JStuu-etary of Stat e*, Mr. Edwin Montagu. To put a coping 
stoiu* tu the edifice^ by granting to us the first substantial instalment, of self- 
g(nu*rnnu*nt and to lu*lj) us to realise by successive stages our political des- 
tini(*s as an inti*gral part of tin* Britisli Empire. Their names will for (*ver 
remain (‘iishrined in our lu*arts. ^luy they stay long to carry the 
schenu's through and to nurRc into a vigorous growth tlu* magnificent 
exp(*riment connected wu'th our national advancement. 

In a largo schenu' of political reconstruction, acute difi'eiviujes of 
opinion are inevitable. A section c^f my countrymen want responsible 
gov(*rnnient all at once, some want larg(*r subiects, while some are (xmtent 
with only a mo licum of changes. I do not propose to enumerate all tlu* 
differences of opinion tiiat divide Indian public men into opposih* camps. 
Suffici' it to say that the country as a whole welcomes the measures generally, 
but legitimate!}" expects some mcxlifications in certain directions. For 
instance we want that the salary and status of Ministers should be the same 
as those of memhers of Executive (Councils and that Ministers should he liable 
to removal on an adverse vote of a substantial majority of the Legislative Coun- 
cil. We want that the list of transferred subjects should embrace a wide 
field and include all departments which afford the greatest scope for local 
knowl(‘dg(* and initiative. We want that tlierc' should be greater represent- 
ation of t he elected element on the Grand Committees and that ro'^^olutions of 
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tbc Council on transferred subjects should ho l.iudiuK. Som,. ol us uaut ilr.t 

the constitution of the (joveruineiit ol lu.hu should ho modilied on i he lines 

of the Provincial (constitutions. A lur,^ro se.-iion of „n countrvinen eonsiders 
that additional iiiemhers ol the K.xecutive ( Jovenin.ent wuhou'l portfolios are 
not necessary, that the proposed Couiioil of Stale is not required and that there 
ie very little use of a 1 rivy (.ouncil for India. These are some of the principal 
items in regard to whudi Indian opinion dimiands a change 


In the discusaions of tlu* srliein,^, miieii is said al.out i lu* H.,,,,, l{uh‘ 
party being opposed to tlu* scln^inr but, on a cnticMl rxanniiat ion ii ,1 .h‘s no! 
seem tliat there is iniudi difier(‘noi‘ in lln^ id(‘als of tho Honio Knlo p;ir(\ and 
tht' non~IIoTiie liule pait^V hord, iii my view «*vi‘r\’ Intlian is and ou^jit 

to b(^ a Home Ruler. I am myself a Hom^ Uiilm. biit lltinif Kulns. 
agree to differ among thtunselvi^s as (o t in- iihMstirt' of onr ad va nn • 1 1 » o'arli thr 
desired goal of full responsilih* govornnumi . lampnaid tosa\ iliat I am a ktMm 
aspirant afttn' the politi(*al a<h ancamimit of my (‘oimtiy, hnl 1 sinem t'ly hrli.'xr 
that it is, in our own iiit(M*(3sts, m‘(*(.vssai-y that W(‘ shoiiiti a l\anc(‘ by succossi \ o 
stages, t.hat we slioul 1 bt» (3diieat(‘d, traim'd and drilled in lln‘ art. of /j<»\'.‘rn- 
ment at each stagt*, so that \M‘ may march onward wiili hrm and unlalfcnn^ 
Kt(‘ps to the promised laud. This is t h(‘ dillercnct' My Lord, l»el\\f‘en im‘ a 
Home Ruler and my brottuu* Home Rulei-s. Uni un toi i n na i cly tin \cr\' woi-d'> 
UoiiK' Rule stiiik in tlu' nostrils of sonn* peojih*. A Home Lnh r is ^hinined 
as a most dangf'rous, s<'dit.ious and disloyal ('hnneit. 'rune will arrive' when 
this aversion will pass away and the lIom<‘ iLih r, wtnLing with a <h'\olitni, 
miergy, and pi'itriorism. will i>e lemognisi'd as an indispi'iuMahle (aettir in gather- 
ing up his distrac^t.ed ft'Uow-eount.ry men lojciher into one fohl of a happv . 
contented and pi’osperoiis stdf-govtM'mng nation innlei- ihe a*gir <1 I'an-land 
1 had justificMl in ho[)ing for smdi a (ani.-^iimmat ma whmi 1 renieinhet h<>w the 
very name of tdi(‘ Congia'Ss was anallnMna. an I how' i he hat e sight (»f a 
stoideshi riveted the att<Mition of tin* (h L 1) llap))ilya marvellous (diange 
of attitude has come over. I hojie for a similar ehatige m tin' ait nude ol 
Anglo-1 ndians towards my (Mlueated (mnntryiiHMi. who have the int. i'ests of 1 he 
country at heart, and wliat.e\n*r t hei r d ilf(u*enc(‘s with indiv iduid ruler.^ oi ihe 
bureaucracy, recogniso tin* v.Uut* and the nt*C(^ssity ol the Untish coiineetion 
and long to nunain as an intf^gral part of t he British Kmpire 


My LiOrd, Sir »)ohn llewa^tl sanl tin* other d;iy thai India is a caste- 
ridd(3n countr 3 ' and that, und<n*the Rtdorin Sfdieine, U>rahniins will )iav‘‘ everv- 
thing in their own way. 1 do not know win'tln*r the ‘'iat«‘m'*nt relers to 
Bmigal. I cannot s )(‘ak of aipv o‘ her provatn^*, but so lar as l>e*iigal is 
(mnc(*rned. I may sav^ that a more nntnn^ statement has nevn- hem made. 
M,v Lord, I am connected with tin* political ailaii.^^ <>1 tins country tor two 
generations. l^ardon me for my (Egotism win* i I say th.ai Lheaf a name 

which led the [)ublic fipiniciii of Ih'iigal lor over a (quarter ol r'l ci*niup\. n* 

l)(5arer of that name was not only tin* jitniph* s represent ati ve and ih" tiiist.ei 
interjireter between the rulers an 1 t'n* ruled and nirr nrrsi but also tfie 
r(3pr<38ontative of the territorial aristocracy of tin* land and In- was imitliei a 
Brahmin nor a Ivayastha but. ledougcd to a humbh' tradiiiLr Aimt e i 

name which occurs to nr* was the naim^ of the lalf- I>r. M.iln-Mdra La 

Sarkar. (m.k. Your Lordship is comparativi^ly new to tdns eo.mtry e Imr- 

wise you would have known that this great man, ln‘loNgmg to tin* .agricuitu i ai 
class, was considered one of the l(*aders ol tdiought ;ii L- nga * ''as oin 

‘^f our foremost public men and the Biuigali ])u!die riev(*t gi u- /'V* ,,l' 
leaciership. Then therf- was the Revd. Kali (vliaraii fbiueip a (ons*i . v i > 
had renounced his caste and (;ornmunity vvho h? 1 ih*- ^ 

Bengal for, very many y( 3 ars, ainl vvouhl have oociipiei tie ^ * 

Indian Na.io„al Oongn-ss l.a I I... l.... n .n.| .1 . I'";-'"” ' C 

among our raidat. There waa aho the ller'l; I’r. K ''.' ' i I'i 

was pai-secuted when he first, turned a (Christian, hut when tin- j p 
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\ 

found out tho 8terling qualities that were in him they chose him to be one of 
their leaders and he became tho President of th(3 Indian Association — a public 
body consisting mainly of middle class and poorer middle class men. 1 need 
not multiply instances. These examples \vill*sho\v that so far as the Presi- 
dency over wliich Your Excellency presides is concerned there is nodistinciion 
between a Brahmin and a non-Brahmin in public life, and for Sir John He welt’s 
statement I see no justification in Bengal. Then it has been said with 
reference to the Indianisation of the public services that Europeans would 
not submit to medical treatment at the hands of Indian doctors. My 
Lord, in this connection I am reminded of the late Surgeon-Major 
Chandra, Dr. (^oodeve Chakravarti, and otliers, and liow their services used 
to bo in great demand by 1 lie Europ(3an community. I don’t know how 
Sir John Hc'Wett in order to damn the Ueform Scheme could make such 
a statement in the face of tlu^Si* facts. Let it go forth from t.his Council 
Cliamber and I liojx* it would roach his ears, that 1 challenge* him to contra- 
dict th(^ statement that 1 make now. It has also Ixarn said that the scheme 
if given (‘fleet io would diminish tin* j ower and authority of the (hvil 
Servic(^ My Lord, arc* w(5 to understand that we will always remain h(‘W(MS 
of wood and drawings of water for tli(3 sake of S(n’en oi* eight hundred 
memb(‘rs of the Indian (Vivil S(‘rvic(‘. ? My L(n‘d. jii-idc^ of race is a noble 
feeling — it is the inotlu*!* of grt*at dc'eds, but when it (Ic'generatc'S into a 
men* race antipat hy it creates mischief. 1 know tht‘re are sev(‘ral members of 
the Indian tdvil Servicu' who can rise to tln^ Indglit of tin* (xaaision and can 
sympatliisc^ with our aspirations. 1 am sure tin* Indian Civil Service* 
recruited as it is from t hat gix'at nation which has htdd aloft tin* standard 
of fr(x*dom for centuries, will adapt tlieinselves to t lu* altinxMl cireu mstanc(3s 
of tin* time*, and will not grudge giving up somt* of tin* ])ow(‘rs, \\hi(di it 
has (5X(‘reis(*d for ov(‘r a c(‘ntury and a half, to tin* Indian })(H)ple who 
are devoted subji*cts of the Briiish Crown. 


In conclusion, iny Lord. I welcoim^ the sehenu*. 1 welcome it not becaust* 
1 hold that the bureaucracy cannot servt* India any moie, but because* I 
believe that the time has conu* winm Indians ej^n, and should be allowed to, 
govei-n themsolves und(*r tln^ fostering cari^'^ind guidance of England. The 
bureaucracy has dom^ splendid work in th(3 past which I gratefully acknowledge, 
but the bureaucratic system has, as was ol)sei'ved by om* of our public m(*n, 
acted as a dead-weight on the soul of India, and cannot bepredonged without 
doing irreparable injury to the cause of our national d(*vel()pment. It has been 
said that we lack (‘Xperience, administrative capacity and the powt*rs of 
initiative. But, My Lord, if we are ever to remain in our present ] osition as 
irresponsible critics we will never hxirn l o relj’ on our own initiati ve. The 
scheme furnishes a training ground for Indians in tin* art of self-government 
under ach^qual.e safeguards. We will learn by exjx^.rience, and we will 
emerge stronger and wiser through our mistakes and failures and ere long 
develop a capacity for larger powers of rcvsponsibility in the administration of 
our own country.’' 


The Hoii’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

My Lord, the first portion of the resolution wliich sto(xl against my name I 
have given to my hon’blc friend Uai Debender C'hunder Chose Bahadur and the 
second parttothe Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. In connection with 
the second portion of my resolution which is covered by the resolution just 
moved before Your Excellency I wished to refer to certain defects of the scheme 
wliich have givtm rise to sharp criticisms among certain sections of my 
country men. To a very few of these vital defects 1 wish to refer very 
briefly My Lord, the minister with the transferred subjects included 
in ins portfolio is the most important feature of the whole- scheme. 
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In fact to my mind it clearly foreshadows the future I'-ahinel form of irovern- 
ment m India. Unfortunately, hovyever, it iis proposed tv) inakt* this minister 
entirely irresponsible to the Legislativt^ C^mneil ihiring ih,. lomire of his 

office. It IS certainly not open to any reasonabh‘ ohjoction that the minister 

will be appointed by the Governor ; for even iindtn* thv^ Ibitish (Constitution 
the Premier has to be chosen by the Crown, but on(‘e h(‘ assumes offie<‘ ht‘ at 
once becomes responsible to Parliament. 'Fhat, My Lord, const it ules tht* 
essence of responsible government enjoyed by (Jreat ibitain. Of (‘ourst* tin* 
illustrious authors of this scheme appear to be fully eonseioiis of this dtdeel 
and it is, therefore, proposed to put the responsi'bility of tin’s irresponsible 
minister to its test at each general (deetion. In iln* tbst j)la?e, siudi an 
indirect test of responsibility is ptn-liaps not reoognistMl m tin* const Itul inn 
of any country which enjoys self-governnnmt. In the second place, such a 
limited and shadowy responsibility over tin* head of tin elected repn^seiit- 
atives of the people would, it s(*ems to nn*, ileft^at the avowed objeeis 
of the scheme, would eliminate t-!u‘ very substaiuie' ol responsible go\'ton“ 
ment, would weaken representation and would reviin^i* the Lglslalive Coinieil 
to the position of a mere deliberati vt* body without any touch with the 
null administration, and the worst of all is. My L»)rd, that such a system 
will leave the el(>cted representatives of t!n^ p(' 0 ])le (xaetly in liie saint* 
position which they now occupy, nanudy. that of iriesponsil)lt‘ eritics of the 
Government without tlie senst^ of r<*-sponsil)le pai tnt*rship in t he ( 1 o\ ernnu'iit , 
with this diffenmco perhaps that tin) taigtU. of thinr erltieisrns will lienetd’orth 
bt‘ shifted from the members of Your Kxet llency’s Kxt'eiitiv * ( lovtu nnuoit to 
this innvly created minislor of your Oovtu-nnieiit. 


My Lord, the minister ought to lx* somewhat rt'sponsible to the I e^islriti\e 
('Ouneil. As an additional safeguard it may be provide(l that he shall not lx* 
liable to resign his office excep)t l>y a vm'v substantial majority of \ otes, say of 
two-thirds of the*, members, and as a furtln*!* safeguanl it ma> lx* provided 
tliat he shall not lit) lial)le to resign his office (*xeept in e()i tain imjxirtant 
matters to be dettnmiined by tlie Govenioi or the Lresiibnil of tin* (xnmcil. 


My Lord, these safeguards ought to satisfy tin* most eauiious (iovernment. 
Without some such responsil)ilit y the nnnist(*r, I am afraid, will only ad<l 
out* mor(*i irresponsible Indian otticial in the higher admin i^t lat iou ol the 
country. 1, therefore, cannot too strongly urge tin* m'f.’essiiy ol making the 
minister to some ext(*nt resfionsible to tin* Legislative (Council. 

My Lord, it is justly propos(*d to make, the electorates as largt* and as 
wide as possible and in a country like this wher<' the i*lect orates must be 
varied and many it would not be at all difficult (‘veii ior tlie most unjxipular 
minister, with his official prestige and suj)pori at his bjick, to get himsf-li 
returned through one of Idiese electorates. Last ol all, A our Lxcelh*ney vvill 
consider that the hydra-headed mass in no country are ever so much guidixl 
by judgment but are led 1)3" va dous extrain*ous inllucinu's, and it would he 
too much to expect them to form a oirrect (‘stiniaK* oi the work done bv 
the minister after a lapse of live years. Under all tln*H<‘ eondiiions and 
circumstances 1 earnestly hope tliat the great Relorin may not be reduced to a 
disappointing minimum by makin .C minister (*ntirely irresjionsible to tlie 
Council. 

My Lord, as regards the Grand Coinmiitc'e I have b(*en uiial)lt* to satisU" 
myself as to the necessity for its intrcxluction It seeins to me that it is 
to be a grand nonentity. It will have m> vote and it will simply 
encumber the machinery of the Government. If a diflerence arises in leipect 
to any matter or Bill or motion referring to a reserved 8ubje(‘t, tin* ma ter 
could be referred to the Supreme Government for their decision, whicli slionld 
t>e final. Mv Lord, I am one of those who are in favour of having a d)viHK>fi 
between tlie* reserved and transferred subjects at the very outset. ^ ou liave 
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‘Law and* J ustice ' as reserved subjects and I submit that the reservation 
should be preceded by a complete separation of the Judicial and the E^i^utive 
functions. The scheme stands emphatically for good government and I do not 
know what other measure can be given el^ect to for the purpose of good 
government more eflectiially than this separation. The matter has been 
bcdore the ('ouncil for the last 30 years, and it is a matter of great regret to 
me tliat in the Report which is now before us the matter has been altogether 
lost sight of l>oth l)y the Secretary of State and the Viceroy, There is no 
mention of it in the scheme. 


I find that there is another subjecit mentioned in the reserved list which 
is ' Appointment If I understand that all the appointments are meant to be 
reserved, then I snl)mit that a serious injustice will be done t() the mimster. 
As regards aj)pointm(;nts conncujted with tlu' d(^partments proposed to be 
transferred to him, I think he should have a i>otential voice, otherwise he will 
only be a men^. figurehead and his position will b(* an extremely awkward 
one. • 

The next ]Munt to which 1 would draw your attention is the Public 
Services. It is gratifying to find that it is proposed to increase th(^ percent- 
age of ])(^rsons in the Public Services rc^criiited in this country, but the Report 
is silent as to the method of their recruitimuit. 1 hope and trusi it will be 
by o[)en competitive (examination. Unless this is done tlum the (‘Ver- 
inenvasing percentages of recruitment in India will Ixs a fruitful sourcu* of 
ev(‘r-incr(ui8ing (hunoralisation in tins Public Services. 

My Lord, these are some of the defects to which I draw the attention 
of the Ilon’ble Members though thor(‘ are otlitu* defects too. 1 biJieve, 
however, that they will be fully considc'red by the Conimitt(‘e which it is 
propostnl to aj)point in this House, llowcwer, 1 iuhhI not take tlu^ timt‘ 
of the Council any further. J hope and trust that this great (‘Xj)eriment 
which is going to be made will j)rove succcsslul, and I also trust that 
Government will not support any scheme which stands the risk of failur(\ 
My Lord, I again repc'at that it is apprehended that if wo make the minist(u- 
* to some extent n^sponsible to I he Council the positiem would Ix'^very intohu-- 
able. Put I do not think that ther(‘ is any reasonable ground for any such 
apprehension. A House consisting of not less than lt)() mtunbers c^annot b(‘ 
so perverse as t.o opposes Government for the nu‘re fun of opposition only. 
1 appeal to Your Excellency to considtu* for a moment how oftmi have we not 
in this very House in our ]>res(‘nt irresponsible position stood divided amongst 
ourselves, how many motions, resolutions and amendments have we not lost 
during the last three years and did we lose them all because of the loud cry 
of noes which invariably i-ises in an unbroken chorus from your right or 
because some of the left have gone over to the right to divide tluuu ? 
My Lord, responsibility is the strongest safeguard against lightheart(^dness 
and co-partnership — a sovereign remedy for all political distemper. If you 
' make the minister responsible the responsibility will be shared by all 
the members of the House and I daresay they will never show any vagary 
or lightheartedness merely for the sake of showing them. At the same timt‘ 
it no responsibility is attached to the minister he will stand isolated, and he will 
be Regarded in the same light as the Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council are regarded now. There will be no danger in making him respons- 
ible but there are positive dangers in making him irresponsible. With 
these few words I support the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

My Lord, 1 did not intend to take any further part in the business of 
this Council to-day but I just want to say a word or two with reference to 
what has fallen from the hon’ble mover. I suppose I am expected to explain 
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my position. But before I do that 1 would liko i|„. Hou l.lo Ha, Hndha 
Charan PaJ Bahadur to tell mo wheth.u- he is to appr.ne of mv si.,>eeh 

before It 18 <hdivered. I do not know what the loial mm, he,- ..f' eh-eted 
members will be, 1 do not know what number of seats are frni,, to b,. iriveu 
to my comimimty, and bt'fore I know all ihes,'. h. lor,' | know that <mr inter- 
ests !0'0 properly safeguarded, it is imjiossihle to sav whi'ther.l aeeepttlHv 
Reform or not. That is my position. If thmi li.' insists on knowing whether 
1 approve of the sehenie in its present shajie, withont tlie slight, 'st ehang,' 
or modification, I will say ‘No’. So far, then'loii., as his ,im>sti,,n to me is 
eoticerneil, 1 answer it with a most umiualiiied ami emphatie iiegal.iv,^" 


The Hon’blo Rai Radiia (hiAitAN Tai. HAiiAm i: said : — 

“ My Lord, J have listened to the observations of my hon'bh' friend Maulvi 
Kazl-ul-llaq. '#he resolution which has been moved by my pri <re,M'ssor. thi« 
Ilon’ble Rai De.beiider Chunder Chose Uahadur,and I he oi'ie moved by me ar.' 
rpiito two distinct things as 1 have already ex|>lained. ' want to ask I he 
Ilon’ble M.aiilvi h a/.l-ul-llji(] again — though I ;im sorry he wdl not have any 
chance of repljdng — whether h<‘ is prepand lotmeept | h,' policy laid down in 
th(' report by the distinguished authors for the ])rogressive realisation of 
sell-government, , whet her the items to whicdi we have referred are not 
acceptable to him and whether, if h,'"does not get all of thmu or some of tlnmi, 
having regard to our prescntr position here, he will be (piite eonieiii with the 
continuation of the existing situation. Of course I do not say that theie are 
not (hdi'cl.H in the scheme or th.at it e;mtiot be improved, but I elialleiige my 
hon’ble frimid to deny th;it dofinit.e st.ejis are ele.’irly lai<J down in the 
scheme — steps which if clearly follow, mI will leal us to ih,‘ go.d of self- 
government. I do not know wlndher he will dimy t.his fact but. if lie ibx’s, 1 
could only att ribute it to prejudice. 

The resolution w:is tlnm pttt ;iud agreeil to. 

d'ho Cotincil was then .adjourned for lunch tall 2-.‘t0 e.M. 


AFTER LUNCH. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 9. 

The HoiTble Mr. F. \V. (Jart(>r iii >ve(l t.hi^ following: rosf>lution 

'' This Council in of o[)inion, vvliih* a(!(M*|)tin^ the idoal of (‘vnitual Holf- 
^yoverniiKmt for India, that tie* pr(‘sonl tiim* is not opportune ior rnaknij^ 
chan^^eB in the administration of tin' (country. 


The Hon’ble Rai Debkndeu Ciu nkeu (Liosi. said : 


“My Lord, after th,> acceptance by this Ib-us,. of some of Oe resolutmns 
tliis morning, I do not know how llio prcsioii joHoliition of i i* on )o 
Mr. Carter can be considered by this I louse. 


The President said : — 


The 


M'. It dwft not ncgativf* 
the (V)uneil in resptMit 

Ot tho other ro«oIuHon». The' Hoo'l.l,. Mr. (■arler in I'"';:'*:'; 

to accept the ideal ot self-governnient ior t*fhnn ■ that d'r - not 

an rn-ki i 4-/-^ of wVii'nh f.hnftO StGDS should ho takOH » \ 


motion of the hon’ble member is in^^idi 
^he decision which has already been eome to by 
of tho other resolutions. Hon’f»h* Mr. ( artei 


to accept the ideal of self-govcrnnient lor dfK k 

an opinion as to the time at which these steps should lo ^ 
negative anything which has already been decided by ic 
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Mr. F. W. Carter; The President. 

Tlio Hon’ hie Mk. F. W. Carter said - 

‘‘My Lord, my resolution was framed before the successful completion 
of the war and the position has, therefore, changed to a certain exTent ; that 
being so witli Your Excellency’s permission I will withdraw the resolution 
as it stands, but I should like to say a few words on the question of the 
time at whic^i rliese reforms should be brought forward. Although the war 
is over and does not now fully occupy the attention of the Government of 
Great liritain, 1 still think the time is inopportune as the Government of 
Great liritain will now be entirely occupied with the terms of peace. The 
war we will all admit has been without precedent and the peace which ends it 
will be of a character wholly unique. I speak not merely of the infinite 
numb(‘r of questions, territorial and otherwise, which will have to be settled 
with ; I have in mind chiefly the fact that this is to be what no other peace 
has been, a final peace, a permanent setthnnent of world-wide disputes, a 
complete chaining up of the forces which drive nations into war. It looks. 
ther(‘>loi(‘, as i( the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme, arifeist the distrac- 

tions of such a war as the world has never known, is to be horn amidst the 
distractions of a peace eciually beyond the experience of mankind. 

In such eireurastancos no Cabinet can jud^e it rightly, no (Cabinet can 
secure from Parliament a well-considered verdict on the scheme. 1 contend 
that the Reforms cannot be rightly judged now by the Gomniment of Great 
Britain. Moreover, the unseemly haste Svhich is being displayed in appoint- 
ing the (k)muutte(^8 to consider the details under the Reforms does not allow 
of full consideration being given to such momentous changes in the govern- 
ment of this country. 

I also consider the scheme inopportune l)ecause it was not produced in 
response to any general demand by th(» peoples of India. It is practically 
admitted in tlie Report tluit the proportion oi politically-miudcd Indians to the 
total population does not (*xce(^d 5 per cent. Moreover, the authors of tlu‘ 
Report clearly admit that tln^ changes they are introducing are not in response 
to even a ipinority demand, but are due simply to * the faith that is in us 
It is this faith, the Report tells us, ami riot any demand, which constrains 
them to disturb what they describe as ’ the placid pathetic contentment of tin' 
masses ’. 

Now, had there been a general and insistent demand for some such 
scheme as Mr. Montagu and His Excellency Lord Chelmsford have produced, 
tlno'e would have been some excuse for putting forward new constitutional 
reforms. But there was no such demand ; they expressly disclaim having 
acted in rt^sponse to aiiy demand ; tlu'y declare that even if the politically- 
miiuh'd classes wore 20 per cent of the total population, insteail of only 
about, 5 per cent, that would not have counted with them. What justifica- 
tion, therefore, is there for the hasty intrcxl notion of these Reforms? 

The people in general do not demand them and the British Parliament 
cannot, under existing circumstances, judge them. The authors of the 
scheme nvo the two highest representatives of the British authorities in India 
and, therefore, all criticism in regard to them must be done away with. Much 
of what I have said may not bo pleasing to the ears of my Indian friends. 
We are in favour of progressing reforms . We fully realise the natural 
aspirations of Indians to take a large part in the government of the country. 
Put the discussion of those reforms off for a year and we are ready to listen 
to any proposal that may brought forward. We are not narrow-minded 
as my hon’ble friend Uai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur has said.” 

The Pre8idp:nt said : — ^ 

“ Do I understand that the hon’ble mover is asking for permission to 
withdraw his resolution ? ” 
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Mr. Carter; The President; R„i Radhn tUi.uan Pal Hahadur 
Sir Deha Prasad iiarUuUukan. 

Thp Hon’ble .Mk. Oarteu said ; “• Yes, my Lonl. ” 

The President : -Is it your pleasure il.at the reseluiioi, l,e with- 
drawn ? 

The Hon'ble Rai IUdiia ('iiakan Pai. JUiiadi'i; a) first to tlie 

resolution bein^^ withdrawn, but on roeonsideral ion withdrew his Ol.j- i t Ion. 

The resolution was then, by h^ave of tln^ I’resi.lent. withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

'I'llO Hon’ble SlU DeHA I’ltASAt* SAtUlADltlKAKI moved Ihe rollnwillf; 
rt^solntion : — 

‘•This Council is of opitiion that, a ('oinmittcc ronsistiii^^ of its ni)M-olli<‘ial 
nicinliors should he appointcMl to considiM* ihr Koforin proposals an<l suhmit 
rlu’ir repiort thereon to the Covi'rninent of Ih n^al at an early tlate.” 

He said : My Lord, after Vour Exeelhniey’s oj)i‘nin#_^ rtniiarks this inorn- 

iiitl*, and in view of sonu' of tln^ diHiiuilties that ^"our Kxcell niey ixantiMl out., 
1 was inclined to think that it would piudiafis ht^ ln^st, lor me to witlidraw tins 
motion and to let the cofisidin'ation of tlu’ iMO n'solutions ^:<M)n in (%>uncil. 
ddiis inornin^r’s expcndence, liowi^ver, has made me change my mind ; and 
with Your Excellency’s permission 1 jiropose to iiiovi^ the motion standing in 
my name. 


^My Lord, there are on the husiness papin* two otlu^r motions in similar 
tmuns. We Iiad not had an opportunity of eonsultintr one anot her, and y(*t 
t.hree members independcuitly thought that a iiiatter likt^ this is best (* 011 - 
sidered in Committee. I am not aetinu’ without pri’cedimt. Sueh a juaK’edure 
was followed witii markcMl succt^ss m tlu^ Supiaune (h)Unc’il and 1 am sure that 
if the Council adopts my motion there will he c< uisidm’ahh* economy of time 
and much needless hc^at will he spared. OI eoursf*, as ^'our Lxeelhmcy has 
pointed out, the authority of tin* (k)uncil is supnuiie and after wt^ have dom^ 
Committee work, all that \vould h(‘ nec(*ssary is for th(‘ report t > go before 
the Council to be confirmed and forwarded totin’ proper fjuarter. Owing to 
Your Excellency’s kindness we have Inad this debate adjourned longi’r than 
has been possible in the other provinctis. This delay had its advantages and 
probably its disadvantages also. But om^ advantage tliat e.an Im* elaiiiH’d 
for the situation is that much — almost all that could be said on (»m^ side 
or the other — has been said in t lu* Press, on tlio j^latlorm, liere and in 
England, in Parliament and in tin’ diflereiit (h>unciis hen , Imperial and 
Provincial, in the Congress and in the (’onlercuiee at lh)ml>a\ and vaiious 
other Conferences that we have had over this fpn’Stion all over rhe count 
among diflferent communities. Th(*r(’ is hardly, therefore, niueh sef)| e for a 
d(d>ate — far less a lengthy and aerimonious debate -sueh^ as is Umiih to le. 
attendant upon the consideration oi the question in full C/oun nl w een i n l e is 
so much difference of opinion. In (hmimittees, my c’X] enema* te s m< im 
that muBt be the experience of others— we get on much sooner and much 

more pleasantly round the table, away from liiiielighi than m ouma . 
that is so, and having regard to what Your Lxcelleney 
overlapping nature of some of the resolutions, ami the possi u i > <> ^ 

others as amendments, would enable us to finish our woj nnic 1. ^ * 

Possibly we shall be spared some demonstrations I shall not eall 
but of indiscretion, of vvhicj^ vve have -had - 

questionings and cross-questionings across the flocir o ^ ^ j However 
advance the deliberations such as those in which we are engage 
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Deba Prasad Sarbadhtkari ; Rat Radha Charan Pal Bahadur; 

Babu Mahendra Nath Ray ; The President. 

fitting and necesHar^^ they may 1 k^ deemed outsidt' the Council they are 
uHfdeHs and gratuitous in Council. Ours is not propaganda but consultative 
work. All that need be done in Committee is to enunciate the contending 
propositions and quietly to take tlie opinions of the members or to take their 
voters and formulate a business-lik(^ report amidst serene peace environments. 
Wo have all sent our individual opinions to the Government as Members of 
('ouncil, to be forwarded to the authorities, and the resolutions of this 
(Council obtained in the way 1 indicates will be before* the authorities ; they 
must be ])ut a’s majority resolutions as ha)>pened this morning, as we cannot 
expect to b(i unanimous with regard to all of them. Having regard to these 
circumstances, My Lord, I should likt^ to move (hat the Committee that 1 
propose b (3 appointed with instructions to submit an early report.” 


The llon’ble Kai Kadua (hiARAN Tal Laiiadui: said : — 

% 

'‘My Lord, my m<»tion stands on th(* samt* lim^s as those of my friend tlie 
Ilon’l>le Sir l)(‘ba Ih*asad Sarbadhikari. The difficulty was this, I\ly Lord, 
tliat during (he Puja time we were scattered in ditferent plac(‘s and, there- 
fore, could not iiKH^t and come to a definite undc^rstanding as i'(‘gards th(3 
n^soliP ions to b(‘ movc^d, andlha( is why Your Kxcelhmey iias Ixdore this 
Council 240 motions on the diffi*rent items. I support tin* mo(-io!i which is 
jiractieally the Sana* as mine to appoint a (ajmmittee oF non-official mend)ers. 
In the (hunmittec* long s})e(‘ehes will be avoided aad. as we liavi^ all got our 
views alri'ady scuttled om^ way or tin* other, we shall probably bf* able to 
submit a jt^int rej)ort oven if there* be some^ dissemtients on sonu^ points. For 
thesf^ reasons I suppf)rt this r(>solution and I do ho]K‘ that our hon’ble 
colleagues of thc' Kuropean community will cor<]ially join and help us in 
drawing up a unanimous report for the C{)nsideration of rh(‘ authorities. 
That will have a very marked effi^ct, on the country at (he ]>rf‘S(uit moment 
as showing their practical symf)athy with our aspirations to at(ain the goal of 
solf-gov(u*nm(uit within the Empire.” 

The Hoii’ble Hahu Maiikndka Nath Kay said : — 

“ My Lord, as I understand the motion th(* report of the Committe(* is to be 
submitted to the ( lovc^rnment of Bengal, and not to this (k)uncil. I think 1 
am right in this view.” 


The President said : — 

“As tin* llon’ble Mr. Kay has pointed out that is the form of the motion 
before the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Haiui Mahendra Nath Kay said : — 

“ I do not know, my Lord, vvdiether this is in order, but perhaps in order to 
save time it would be bett(*r iC the (knnmittee were permitted to submit their 
report direct to the Government of Bengal.’ I do not know, however, whether 
this is in order and whether the report o(‘ a Committee of this House can be 
submitted directly to the Government of Bengal.” 

The President said : — 

“ I see no objection to that under the particular circumstances under 
which we are meeting now. This is not exactly a meeting of the Bengal 
Legislative Council in the ordinary sense, because I have asked the official 
members to take no part in the proceedings. %Under the circumstances I see 
no objection if it is the desire of the non-official members to submit their 
report to Government, instead of to the Council,” 
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Babu Kishori Mohan Ckaudhuri ; Bahu Ambiha Charan .Mazuoular ■ 
Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

The Hon’blo Bahu Kishoki Mohan CuAUDHriii said : — 

“My Lord, I support the motion iimvt^d hv mv hon hle frit^nd Wlien 1 
submitted my resolution it struck me whethcu* I siieuld state tliat tht^ ivnort 
should be submitted to this (.\)uiieil or to tlu^ ( ho tu nment. nf Hemral 
Without saying anything I simply said : * to maket lieir ivcomineiMlat i<ms ’ ni 
whatever shape it may be thought (‘onvenieut. As Your K\e(‘ll(‘nev l.as 
observed that is the real form — that t lit' reeomnumdat iiuis shnuld !►<> submiiird 
to the CtO'v eminent of Bengal * and thiuigh iiiy IritMiil sugg(‘sis that t hev mav 
he put ui> bt'foro this (Jouueil again for couhrmation, 1 think if all the mii^ 
ofheial intunbers form a (domniitttH' and mak<‘ tlnn'r n't'ornimndat ions i lu‘v may 
he sulnnitted to A'our Kxeelhmcy and tinm dealt With and suhinitted to the 
(iovernment of India as Your Kxet lhmey thinks tit and proper. I supi ort the 
motion as it would conveniimt todealuith tin' reeominendat i(»ns in the 
(Jommitt(‘e — probably no l(*ngt hy disc-ussions will he mua^ssarv there, and that 
will h(' tlie mort' eonvcmient foian (►f dt'aling with tlu' suhjt^c i! ' 


'*die Ilondih* 1>AHU Amiuka (diAiiAN Mazumoai: said 


“My Lord. I hav(' wi'leonn'd tin.' proposals though I have suggi'sttxl a lew 
nnKiilieations. 1 have suggc'sted the modifications hecaiise 1 wt'IceiiM^ tin* 
])roposals and 1 vvt'lconn* tln^ proposals ht*caus(' I (‘onsnh'r them to lx* siisei'pt- 
ilde of mod ilieation ainl gradual improvi'inen t. d'he motion which h.as hi'cn 
hroiiglit foi’ward hy Sir l)(*ha Prasad Sarha<l hikari has my fullest support for 
till' very ri'ason which ^"()Ur l^\celh‘ncy pointed out at the ojx-ning of this 
(kiuncil. Tin* question raised hy my hon’hle irieiid totln* right was to clear 
up wh(*th(*r tin.' recomnumdat ions of tin* (\)mmitiet‘ will atram come up h(*|ore 
this ('ouncil for discussion. If that is t.o he s(> 1 do not set* any use Nshatever 
of going into (aunniit tc(‘. It will bring us again into the same trouhh'some 
discussion which W(^ want to avoid at this (’ouikuI. I think that if a ( 'oin- 
mitt(*e is formed and tin' whole House oj' non-ojlieial nieinhers go into u. 
tln*y will have their sugg(‘stions tln*r(* and tin* 
report hy the majority ought to Ik* suIVnnt'ut 1 
our vi('ws lx‘f(>!-e (xovernnniiit . 1 do not think 

think it woiiKl lx* positively In'irmful if alter tin 
have to discuss it again in this (’ouncil. It 
confouiuh'd. 1 heartily sufiport the motion 
Sarl»adhikari that it shouhl go into (doiumittec 
tlu*ir recommendation to Your Kxcelhuicy s tiov<*rnm(*nt and ^our l^xceheiicy h 
( lovernnient will foi’ward it to the ( i o\'('rn mciit ol India and that I think is 
the p ropin' [irocedu re- «and in that vii'w I heartily acc<*pl the motftm which 
has been moved by my hoiPhle friend.’ 


suggestions embodied in the 
K’the [iiirpose of ex]»laining 
it will hr nc<*t‘ssaiy and I 
rrrominendat ion is made w«* 
will make eonlusion worse 
ma<le by ^^ir !)eha Prasad 
and the (xunmittf'e submit 


ddie Ilon’ble Rai Mahendica (diANOiiA Miii:a Hmiaim i; said : 

“My Lord, I heartily siqiport tin' motion which ha- hem made I con- 
sider it necessary that the non-otfi(dal m(*mbeis should sit together an^J 
discuss the various modificat ions which an* in t heir minds and t o x* in <i [losi non 
to submit a representation to CJ overiiim*nt. V» e havr alica* > su >mi U • <iui 

individual opinions on the varitius points that have Ix^en iajH(*( , ‘ 

be'far betthr if, by the light of tht* represeiitatioiis which we l,ave indi vid ually 
put forward, we also jointly discuss the various quest ions at 
he very convenient if this procedure l^e accepted by t.n non ^ j 

both Indians and Europeans, and to come to a concluHon nt i . 

factory to all. To my mind, this procedure is a simplm* one ; to dm^ 
various resolutions which liavo be(3n brought forwaid >e oh h 
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liai Mahemirn Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; Mr. Crurn ; Mr, P, C. Mitter ; 
Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari ; The President. 

^ entail much lime ; but at the same time, if that procedure be adopted, we 
think that we will not be in a position to come to a satisfactory conclusion. 
In that view of the matter, I do support the motion which has been moved.*’ 


The Hon’ble Mu. Cuum said : — 

‘'My Lord, wlnm 1 came to this Council this morning I had a .talk with 
the proposer on the question of the proposed Committee and I told him that 
it was my intention to oppose this motion. After this morning s debate I 
have, how(wer, change 1 my mind, and I agree now that probably the most ex- 
peditious way of getting through the business would be to accept his motion. 
Jlut 1 accef)t it with a proviso, and that proviso is very important. I under- 
stand Sir Deba Prasad to say that he proposers (hat tlie ‘majority* report 
should come before the Council and be submitted to Your Excellency. Now, 
one advantage of discussing subjects in public, as wo have been doing this 
morning, is that the views of the minority are also made public. If, as he 
suggests, tlie majority rei)ort*ia to be sent either to Government or to Council, as 
a report of the Committee, then I am not certainly prepared to accept the 
resolution, and I think tliat this will affect not only the position of m}^ 
community which is in the minority, but also possibly all other com- 
munities whicli are in the minority. What I propose is that the House do 
go into Committee as is suggested ; but not only the majority report be 
submitted, but- that if any gentlemen wish to submit either separately or in 
agreement as l)odies minority reports, they could be allowed to do so and 
these minority reports should really carry as much weight as tln^ majority 
reports as representing the views of these particular communities.*’ 


The llon’ble Mu. P. (L Mittkk said : — 

“ My Lord, as the lion ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari has framed his 
resolution it says that a Committee of the non-ofticial members of this 
Council b(' appointed to consider the Heform proposals and submit their 
report to the Oovei ninent- of Bengal at an early date. Therefore, so far as tlu^ 
resolution goes, he does not intend that merely the majority re]>ort should go 
in. No doubt, in his speech he said that the majorily report should go in. I 
entirely agree with the Ilon’ble Mr. Crum that it is only proper that the 
majority report, as vvedl as the minority report, it any, should be sent in, and 
1 do ho[)e and trust that the lion’ ble mover will accept this suggestion.” 

The llon’ble Sir Dkha Prasad Sarbadhikari said : — 

"My Lord, nothing wnis further from my mind than to exclude the minority 
report. When one talks of the majority report, the minority report is always 
there. My resolution does not exclude minority reports being forwaixled, 
and I fully appreciate what the Ilon’ble Mr. Crum has said and I cordially 
accept his suggestion.” 

The resolution was then put and agreed. 


The President said : — 

" Under these circumstances the Council will now resolve itself into a 
Committee of non-officual members. The Hon’ble the Vice-President of the 
Council will be glad, as soon as I leave the chair, to take my place informally, 
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/iaim Amhtkii Chora n .\fazu,n<inr The Prrsnifut. 

Adjoununent. 

Ill Hod I> 1 o Moniltors tln^ riSKiKf 'iti/*.. ..i ' 

istart their cleliherations. J shall also isk the I hofnir i licy 

It will 1 )(‘ lor I li,. Cniii- 

:oi(| fur I hr t ’( iiiitinii («(• to 
iar as tlir (•i>vrrmnrni is 


in 


siaii IIJCII wriii^ianuns. J snail also ask tlir l,(i 
their staff to remain at the service of rlie Oonmiiiiee 
mitK^e to eh'ct or noniinatt' tlic'ir own ('hnirnian a 

decide the liours at which lliev should sit S,, l-,r ,l n 

concerned there is no ol.jec iion to , he fonmiittee <-n‘nnnrnc.nc tVien ’'siu n"i in 
this Chamber forthwith, and il the ( on.mittee drs.re H,.. „se of ,h,s (’ i ml. ' 
on future days th(>y art> a) liberty to have It." namo. i 


'file Ilon’blo Hahi- Amiiika (’iiaka.n NUzomi.ai: said 

" Will yoiir Kxc.dleiiey fi.x a date within wlm h the re|.ort should 
iiiiiltMi r 


lu* 


rit’KsiDKN'r Siiicl : — 

•• 1 Ihinkil would be i.r.d.'rahh> d the Co, nm. tier uould Iin then nun 
and tliuy a re* al lihc'rty to do so. ’’ 


ADJOURNMENT. 

riif^ ( 'ounoil was l Ih ii ad Joiu iumI. 


( 'AiA'r'i r x . 


A. M. IIISON. 

Srcrr'anj /o ihc ( Mover nmenf of Ih ttqnl n mi 
^^vcrrlartf to the Ihonjol Lrijisldf ive (Jmineil Offij. i. 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legist at ire 
the provisions of the Government of I mi i 


Thk Council met in the Council ('luuiilur 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 26th Novemher. II'IS, ;,i i 

Present : 

His Excellency the Ri^rht Hon’hlc Lawki.nci. .Ioiin 
OK RoNAi.nsiiAY. a.c.i.K.. Governor <,/ the Pre 
in Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon’hle Sm Hknuy Whkf.i.k.i:. k.( i.k , c.s.i 
'rh(> Ilon’l)le Mu. .1. (C (hT.MMiNc. i.. c.i.k. 

The llon’ljle Mi;, d. H. Kkkk, c.s.i., c.i.i:. 

The Hon’hlo Mu. (’. ,1. S rKVF.NsoN-Moi)i;i„ ( .\mi. 
'rh(“ Hon’hle M A.ioi:-C KM.. W. H. 15. Hohinso.n. «. 
The Hon’lde Mu. ,1. Donai.o, c.i.k. 

The Hon’l.le Mu. L. 8. 8. O’Mai.i.k^. 

The Hon’ble Mu. H. P. Dcvak. 

The Hon’hle Mu. M. C. McAkuin. 

The Hon’hle Mu. F. A. A. Cowkky. 

The Hon’hle Mu. W. 0. Woui.hwouth. 

1'hf' Hon’hle Mu. C. F. Paynk. 

The Hon’hle Mu. 8. C. Haut. 

The Hon’hle Rai Puiya Nath Mckmau.m Raiiai.i 
T he Hon’hle 8iu Rajknuua Nath Mookku.ikk. k.^ 
'Phe Hon’ble Mu. J. Mackenzik, o.u.k. 

The Hon’hle Mu. W. H. H. AunEN-Ween. c.i.k. 
’riie Hon’hle Mu. Aminku Rauaman. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hkishikesh Laha, c .«.e. 

The Hon’ble Mu. J. VV. Hely-Hl-tchixson, 


t oiinrii It s.'tc in bled under 
f -ir/. 


at llnust‘. 

I \.M. 


Ll Ml,r^ Ol NDAs. lv\Kl 
ShiPNCfi of Vori Wlllitun 


h . I M.^ 


K, I.S.n. 

I'.I.K. 
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Oath or affirmation of Allegiance. 

Tiio IToii’l)le Mr. Provash Chunder Mittkk. 

Tlio Hon’ble Habu Siv Nakayan Miikharji. 

The Hon’blo Kumar Shib Shkkharkkwar Ray. 

Tlio Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Sinqha 

'i’lH! Hon’ble 8ir Deba Prasad Sarbadiiikari, Kt., c.i.e 

The Ilon’ble Rai Debf.nder Chunder Chose Bahadur. 

Th(' Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

’I'bo Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Carter, u.i.e., c.b.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. K. Crum, o.b.e. 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. K. B. Fden. 

Tile Hon’ble Dr. A bdui.i.a-ai.-Mamun Ruhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Maui.vi Abui. Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashrak Ali Khan (biAUDiiuRi. 

'i’be Hon’ble Maui.vi A. K. Fazi.-ul-Haq. 

'Pbe Hon’bb' Khan iSahib Aman Ai.i. 

'I'he Uoii’bb' Babii Bhabendra (Jhandra Ray. 

'riie tloTi’ble Mr. Ai.tae All 
T he Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath IIay Bahadur. 

'I'lio Hon’ble Rai Maiiendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

'riie Hon’blo Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuui. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

LIST OF BUSINESS.— ITEM No. 1. 

Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance. 

, Who Ilon’ble Mr. H. P. Duval, the Hon’ble Mr. M. C. 
am tlie\ Hon’Vjle Mr. S. C. Hart, made an oath oi’ affirmation 
ailefriance\to 

Crown. 


McAlbi.n 
of their 
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(Questions nud Ansit'ern. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS. 

Tho following quosfcions which had 1 Marn-d w.-rr put and 

answorecl •: — 


By the Hon’ble Rai Maiieniika (,'hani>ra Mitha BAn \m u ; - 

*1, 

Will the tlovernment be jdeased (o stjite wluit steps, if anv. li.ive 
been taken under the jirovisions of seelion 1 JK> of the* Bengal Nlimieiiial .\c l 
1 K 84 . I)V the rnunieii>alitie.s m tlie districts cd‘ tlie 24 1 ’iirginas. Iloogldc and 
Howrah in which there is no sujiply of lilterc'd water within tlie niiinici'pal 
a reel ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu O’Malley . 
“ A statement is laid on the table ” 


Stniemenf referred to in the ansfrerh/ the IIon'hij. Mi:. (^’Malii:^ to f/ur,^ti(tn 
N^o. 1 (,s‘/rn*/vv/) a, <?/»>» j/ hij the lIov’itLK Kai M \im,m»i:a ('iiANhi:A M ri k \ 

liAllADUK, at the Conticil Meeiimj of the 'diUh S itventher. lU I S , sJnneitui the 
j>rovistot) made for the supfdf/ of ilriidcinij fritter uftt/er sertiott lUU tf the 
Bentjttl MiDiiripo I Art in t/funir/pol /ties hnvifttj tet jUtrred trater sfipjf/f/. 


Ntmio (tf 

I >t«lnct . 


Nniiii- 


of Mtiiiififi.ili- 
t l<*S 


Niiiiihfr of ViiiiilM'r of 
vf(l I \ (•<! 

I .ui Iv's. IIh 


I: I MAfl^ 


24 rdr^^'iimv ... 1 UtiriiBt^orf 
Ktiiiuii litit I 

Kajpiu 

ILiruijinr 

Norlli Dtun-Dmn 
Suutli Uarraokp'iu* 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Chaban Mazumdar : — 


[ 26 th November^ 


Head-qaartera 
station on the 
proposed 
Dhanbari 
Bub-djFi«ioii. 


*2. 

(«) Have the (jlovernment received a representation from the people of 
North Tangail objecting to the election of Dhanbari as the head-quarters 
station of the new sub-division proposed for that area? If so, are the facts 
stated therein as regards the comparative advantages and disadvantages of 
Pingna and Dhanbari substantially correct ? 

(6) Have the (jovernment finally decided to make Dhanbari the head- 
(juarters station of the proposed sub-division? If so, upon what grounds? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

{n) The representation, which takes noacicountof the relative positions 
of the two places within the sub-division, has been received and considered, 
and Government still adhere to the view that Dhanbari is better suited to be 
the head-quarters 4han any other site which has been proposed, including 
I’ingna.. 


{h) Yes. The Hon’ble Member is referred to j^aragraph 9 of the memo- 
T’andum published on the 16th August, 1917, and to the answer given on the 
19th August last to a question asked in this Council by the Hon’ble Babu 
Brojendra Ki.shor Ray Chaudhuri. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar : — 


Timber 
inerchaiitH of 
Jalpaiguri 
district. 


*3, 

(rt) How many timber merchants are there at Rajabhatkhaw'a and other 
jilaces in the district of daljiaiguri carrying on timber l)usine.ss with the 
I’orest Dejiartment; and how long have they been carrying on such business •' 

{h) Is the timber aiinuallv sold direct by the Depai tment by jmblic auction 
to the Ingest bidder ? 1 f so, how long has this jiractice been in force ? 

(c) Is it proposed to sujiersede this system by farniing out the forests 
either annually or for a term of years to middlemen who will thus stand 
between the Department and the merchants, who are the actual buyers and 
dealers in timber? 

(r/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
whether such a change in the system is, or is not, likely to result in loss both 
to the Government as well as to the merchants w'ho have so far invested large 
sums of money in this business ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ («) The exact number cannot be ascertained, but a very considerable 
number of timber merchants living at Rajabhatkhawa and other places in the 
district of Jalpaiguri attend auction sales held by the Forest Department foi 
the sale of tim^r. 

(ft) Yes. The practice has been in force for 6 or 7 years. 

(c) and id) No. Government do not intend to initiate any system of sale 
which would be likely to prejudice the interests of Government or of the 
established traders.” 
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(.iH.sM’er.s to which were laid an (he (aide.) 


lly the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Kay C'hai uht ri : 
I. 


(n) Is it a t that, certain conditions laid d(,>\vn hv liovt'rniucnt lor 
the ccmtiniiance of the grant-in-aid, the luihhc of Manikeanj have been 
deprived of the privilege of having a feu elected rcpicscntat ncs of iht'tr oun 
on the managing committee of the Manikganj High English ScIkmiI ' 

(fr) It so, wliat are the circumstances that led to the imposition of tlii' 
said conditions ? 

(r) Will the Government he pleased to lav on the tal.le all corresiiond 
ence between the District Magistrate of Dacca and the Director of Public 
Instruction on the (piestion of the grant in aid to the Manikgaii] High 
English School and the new constitution of its managing conimittee' 

(d) How long has the said scliool en joyed the grant in-aid. and at uhat 
rates? 


'I'lit' Mailikgmnj 
lligli Kiiglinh 
St’liottl. 


(c) How many lii^h En^^lisli srliools at present enjn\ the tyrant in aid 
and in how many ol them does the (‘oust it nt ion oi tlu' inanaj^mjj^ eoiimiiiicM* 
not admit any eleeted representatives of the imhlie as meinhers tlier(Nd. as in 
tfie c*ase of the Manikpinj sehool : and for what r(MsoTis in eai’h sn(‘h easi* ' 


Answer by the Hon’hle T\1k. (J IMalley : — 

(a) The previous managing- c*onmuU(H‘ consisted of tin* Siih divisional 
()ffi(*er, the Dejmty Sujierintendent of Pol!c(‘. tlu^ senior Mnnsit. th(‘ Head 
master, a teac*[iers’ repre.ieiitat i ve am! fiv<‘ t‘l(‘eU‘d iion-onicials d'hme was 
a vacaney in 1017 owing to the resignation of om^ ^f the* non ollu ial riuMiilKns 
On tile expiry of the term of oUice of this coiiiinit te(\ tlu* Hirinlor ol Ihihln 
Instruction ap]>roved of its being re-c*oTist ituted so as to inclnd(‘ tin* Suh 
divisional Ollicer, tlie Deputy Superintendent of Police, the stmior Mnnsil'. 
the Deputy Inspector of Schools, the Headinastcu’, a n^pi-c^stmtat i v(‘ oj‘ the 
teachers, and four non-ofhcials to be chosen In tlu* District Magistiatc* It 
was at tlie same time laid down 1 hat th(‘ (-out inuance of th(‘ grant in aid would 
be conditional on the acceptance by the s^Ihk)! anthoriti(‘s (»!' a conimitte(‘ so 
reconstituted. The reconstitution was accepted by a niajontv ot tlie old 
managing committee in A])ril 1918 

(b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to ilu* repl\ to danse (</) of 
nnstarrcdl question No. XII. 

(r) (jovernment are not prejiared to lav tlu* coT'res|>oml(‘nce on tin* table 

(//) It is understood that the school has drcavMi a grant in aid s!nc(‘ 
it became a high school in 1884, but figun^s for the last century are not aviiil 
able. The school has drawn a grant-in-aid at tti(‘ follow ing raU^s fJnring 
the present century : — 


1901-02 

1903-00 

1906 - 08 ^ 

1908-10 

1911 

1912-14 

1915-17 


I'oi 

Kk 
... 40 

95 

... no 

. 190 
... 120 

... 150 f 15 fur 
medical sufiervisiun 


r'igurpH are oct availatl*. 



^ana^ing 
;ommitteeB of 
^(Jed flchools. 


Questions a7id jhismers, [ 26 th November, 

{e) The number is 244. • There are two schools of which the managing 
committees do not contain elected representatives of the public. In one 
case there is a committee drawn from the family of the founders, proprietors 
and managers of th(!!^ .school ; it is considered to be in the interest of the school 
to have a committee so constituted. In the other case there was a dispute 
between two sections of the managers of the schools, and representatives of 
all ftarties re(piested the District Magistrate to appoint the members of the 
managing committee.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu BHAnENORA Chandra Ray : — 

II. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{a) the reasons for promulgating a new set of grant-in-aid rules and 
introducing certain [)rovisions therein laying down a rigid 
constitution for the managing committees of aided schools and 
generally making for an increased amount of control by the 
District Magistrates over the management of sGiools; 

(/>) whether recognized public bodies, or any non-olTunal educationist 
or the school committees themselves were consulted in the 
matter before the proniulgat ion of the said rules ; 

(c) how many managing committees have been reconstituted in accord- 
aiu e therewith, in what particular school, and in what manner, 
since the promulgation of the said rules; 

{(J) whether the said rules permit the Director of Public 1 instruction 
or the District Magi.strate to dispen.se wholly with the election 
of representatives of the public as members of the managing 
committee of any school, and substitute nominated members 
therefor? If so, what are the circumstances in which such a 
step may be taken; 

(c) w'hether the constitution of a,ny managing committee has 
been altered in the manner indicated above, and the right of the 
[uiblic or subscribers to the school or guardians of the boys to 
elect their representatives on the managing committee taken 
away ? If so, where and for wdiat reasons; and 

(/) whether any representation has been made against .such a step in 
regard to any such school? Tf so, what is the purjiort of each 
such repre-sentation and by wdiom has it been submitted, and 
what, if any, action has been taken thereon ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mali.ey ; - 

“ (a) There were formerly different sets of grant-in-aid rules for West 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal, and, as it was necessary to co-ordinate them 
and establish uniformity, a new set of rules was approved by Government in 
February, 1918. The rules regarding the constitution of managing com- 
mittees. to which the Hon’ble Member refers, were intended to secure the 
association of the District Offi(;er with the management of secondary aided 
schools in his district, as well as to ensure the representation of the teaching 
staff, of parents and guardians of pupils and of founders and benefactors. 

{b) The draft rules were circulated for opinion to Commissioners of 
Divisions and Inspectors of Schools. Full information as to the bodies and 

S ?rsons consulted by them is not available, but it appears that some District 
oards, municipalities, secretaries to managing committees and non-official 
educationists were consulted. 
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(c) The rules in question were revised in September 1918. lip to date 
of revision, the managing committees of tlie following 29 schwls are reported 
to have been constituted in accordance with their provisions, viz: — 


Dacca. 

Brahmanbhita Union Institution. 


M yinensiugh. 

Barhatta High School. 

Faridpnr 

(1) Ishan Institution. 

(2) Lonsingh High School. 


('nlnifta. 

(1) Kalighat Middle English School. 

(2) Charakdanga Middle English School 

(3) Baniapukur .lunior Madr asah. 

it4-Pargn7ias. 

(1) Gobardanga High English School 

(2) Sodepur High F.nglish ScIkkjI. 

(3) Naihati High English School. 

(4) Sarisha High English School 

(5) Khantura Middle English School 

(6) Punra Middle English School 

(7) Maniranipnr Middle English School. 

(8) Tollyganj Middle English School 

(9) Mohaiipur Middle English ScIkjoI. 
(10) Govindapur Middle English School. 


Nadia. 

(1) Sudhakarpur High English School. 

(2) Mirpur Middle English School. 

(3) Talberia Middle English Schor>l 

(4) Bagberia Junior Madrasah. 

Mvrskidahad. 

(1) Dumkol High English School 

(2) Hilora Middle English School 


Jessore. 

(1) Maheshpur High English School. 

(2) Sailkiqra Middle English School 

(3) Mirzapur Middle English School. 

Khulna. 

(1) Bagerhat High English Schex.)!. 

(2) Raruli High English School 

(3) Kazdia Junior Madrasah. 

(d) A copy of the rules is laid on the table. 

(e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to unstarred question 

No. XII on the subject of tho Manikganj High School. 

(/) No representation has been received by Government or the Director 
of Public Instruction.” 
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Rules referred to in the answer hy the IIon’ble Mr. O^Mai.ley to Question 
No. II {unstarred) asked hy the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray 
at the Council Meetiny of the 26th Novemher^ 1918, 

Rules for Managing (,'ommittek8. 

1. The manacrement of every aided school shall, unless specially excepted by the 
Director, be in the hands of a Managing Committee. The Secretary of this Committee 
will be the corresponding agent of the school recognized by the department. 

2. The minimum number of members of the Managing Committee should be 6 and 
the maximum 10, including the President and the Secretary. The Managing Committee* 
unless, specially excepted by the Director, should include the following members ; — 

(1) The President, who should be either the District Magistrate or some other 

person appointed by him. 

(2) The Headmaster of the school. 

(3) A reprt'sentative of the teaching staff who should be nominated by the staff. 

(4) & (T)) Two members representative of the parents and guardians of the pupils 

of the school. 

(6) One or more representatives of the founders or benefactors of the school. 

Note. — The District Magistrate I'liall, if possihle, liiiiiself take tlie office of President of aided liigli 
schools at district liead-cjiiarteni In other cases and when tlie District Magistrate is iinahle, owing to 
prcsHiire of work, to take the otlice of President of an aided liigh school, he shall appoint the President. 

3. Arrangements shall be made for the election of tin* representative members by 
such methods as may appear suitable. The constitution of the Committee shall be subject 
to the approval of the District Magistral!*. The members of the Committee should elect 
a Vice-Preaident and a Secretary, arid the eb‘Ction shall also be subject to the approval of 
the District Magistrate. 


Prospects of 

HUCCCKsful 

students of tlic 

Sorainpon? 

Weaving 

Inititute. 


By the lion hie Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

III, 

{a) What are the prospects of ern{)loynient of boys who j)ass out of the 
Serainpore Weaving Institute? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of boys who have 
|)assed from the liigher and artisan classes of the Institute, respectively, 
during the last 5 years, and how they are employed at present ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) and {b ) — Statements are laid on the table sliowing the number ot 
students who have ])assed out of the artisan classes and the higher classes oi' 
the Serainpore Weaving Institute, and how tliey are em[)loyed. The figures 
appear to show that the ex-students’ pros})ects of finding employment are 
good 


Statement referred to in the ansiver hy the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley to 
question No. Ill (unstarred) asked hy the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra 
Chandra Ray at the Council meeting of the 26th November., 1918. 
sJiowing the number of students passed out of the higher classes of the 
Oovernment Weavhig Institute, Serampore, for the last h years, and 


how they are employed. 

Nature of employment obtained 

1918-14. 

1914-15, l»15-lfi 

1916-17. 

1917-18 

Mills 

1 

1 

() 

2 

Weaving demonstrators 

h 

5 

2 

. . . 

Hand-loom factories 

1 

2. 4 

1 

. . . 

Textile Overseer in jails 

1 


1 

... 

Supervisors in the Co-operative 

. . . 

1 1 

• • « 

2 

Department. 

Piece-goods trade 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Proprietors of hand-loorn weaving 

1 

• • « • • • 

2 

. . . 

factories.. 

Miscellaneous 


3 

1 

2 

Unemployed ... ... 

. . . 

... ... 

2 

6 

Total number passed 

9 

8 11 

15 

14 
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Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley to 
question N^o. Ill (unstarred) asked by the IIon’ble Babu Bu.\benpra 
Chandra Kay at the Council meetiny of the 26th Xoi'emher, I9IS. 
showing the number of students jjassed out of the Artisan cta.ss of the 
Government Weaving Institute, Serampore, for the last 5 years, and 
how they are employed. 


Nature of employment obtained. 

Earning their livelihood by 
weaving on fly-shuttle looms. 
Employed as village teachers 

Employed in mills 

Unemployed, or employment 
not known. 

Total number passed 


1913-U. 


iiur.-ic. 

191(M7 

1917-18. 

47 

55 

55 

GO 

51 

1 

0 


2 

2 

j 

0 


J 

5 

G 


A 


4 

55 

57 

15 

G 5 

GO 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Cn\Nr)KA Ray : — 

IV. 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state whetlier the Divisional oHices 
of the Public Works Department and the District Boards and Municipalities 
generally confine their call for tenders to a limited number of contractors ? 

{h) Is there any })ractice for them anywhere to call for tenders in every 
matter by advertising in the newspapers or otherwise'? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ {d\ and (6) So far as the Public Works Department is com^erned 
tenders for all large and important woi'ks are invited by advertiseiiient in tlu* 
press and by notices posted in suitable public places. Several Divisions 
maintain lists of known and tried (capable contractors who are invil(‘d (o 
submit tenders for less important works which are not expected to attract 
contractors living at a distance. In the case of petty works and repairs the 
contractors usually em[)loyed in the Division are either invited to compete by 
tender or the works are aistributcd amongst them, as the rna jority oF the 
contractors willing to take uj) f)etty worlds and re[)airs are not sulhciently 
educated to frame tenders, but are capable of satisfactorily carrying out 
works at the rates prevalent in the locality. 

As regards local bodies the practice is not uniform. As a rule the call 
for tenders is not confined to a limited numl)er of contractors but is open to 
all, but in a few District Boards and a number of municipalities the call for 
tenders is confined to registered contractors : it is also not uncommon lor local 
bodies to offer contracts for petty works to local contractors only. 

Tenders are advertised in the newspapers only in the case of large and 
costly works and the general practice is for notices to be j)osted in public 
offices and conspicuous places and sent to contractors and to have finnounce- 
ments made by beat of drum.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

V. 

(a) With r^ard to the decrease in the closing balance of District ^ards, 
and their increasing expenditure, referred to bv Government m the last Report 
on the working of District Boards, have the Government made any reference on 
the subject to the Government of India ? 


MotiiA of calling 
for tondera by 
oortain ofiloeii. 


Uni«ti«ffiotory 
MUte of ftnaiidi 
of DUtriol 
Boftfiit. 
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(6^ Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing the 
prescribed minimum balance of each District Board, as compared witli the 
actual balance of the last two years ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) The reply is in the negative. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. ’ ’ 


Statement rejerred to in the amioer hy the Hon’blk Mr. 0‘Mallev to question 
No. V (unatarred) asked by the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray 
at the Council Meeting of the 26th November, 1918 ; — 


Nomf‘ of District Bourtl. 

j Actual balance. 

Minimum balance fixed 

BY Commissioner. 

j 11)16-17. 

1917-18. 

1910-17. 

1 1917-18. 


Hrt. 

Rr>. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Burdwan 

3,06,565 

3,67,566 

24,524 

25,824 

Birbhiim ... 


38,089 

5,6.30 

11,490 

Bankiira 

9,924 

28,991 

6,344 

6,600 

Mi(inapore 

2,23,659 

1,68,422 

45,157 

44,814 

Huoghly ... ... - 

53,286 

74,118 

11,819 

12,762 

Howrah 

2.5,252 

40,062 

18,511 

19,164 

24-Pargana8 

3,42,086 

3,12,355 

30,000 

26,000 

Nadia 

^9,286 

28,614 

12,000 

12,000 

Murshidabad 

59,278 

32,997 

15,000 

15,000 

Jessore 

52,237 

54,409 

13,000 

13,000 

Khulna 

24,059 

35,608 

11,000 

11,000 

Dacca 

34,671 

36,040 

49,165 

51,113 

Mymensingh 

1,47,461 

1,53,052 

50,000 

50,000 

Faridpur ... 

10,406 

.32,542 

33,419 

39,223 

Bakarganj 

69,462 

41,895 

64,701 

67,65.0 

Chittagong 

-25,520 

49,018 

21,000 

21,000 

Tippora 

1,09,450 

1.55,864 

10,000 

10,000 

Noakhali ... 

92,039 

1,15,000 

12,000 

12,000 

Hajshahi ... 

70,669 

18,.360 

13,084 

13,290 

Dinajpur ... 

43,173 

28,893 

-# 

15,148 

14,404 

Jalpaiguri 

1,19,142 

65,901 

14,421 

14,164 

Hangpur ... 

8,282 

5,110 

21,322 

19,787 

Bogra 

28,741 

24,786 

7,771 

7,819 

Pabna 

71,127 

74,208 

10,485 

9,625 

Malda 

40,346 

26,712 

6,713 

7,227 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

VI. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether, in pursuance 
of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr at the meeting of this Council 
held on the 14th March, 1918, the proposals of tliis Government regarding 
the improvement in the pay and prospects of the Provincial iludicial 
Service have been submitted to the Government of India after consultation 
with the High Court ? If so, when ? 

(b) If not, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for the 
delay, and also to state what steps have been, or are being, taken for the speedy 
submission of the said proposals to the Government of India ? 


Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. Kerr : — 

“ The High Court were consulted on the subject on the 23rd March and 
replied on the 5th September. The matter is at present under examination 
by the local Government.” 

“ I may also refer the Hon'hle Member to tli«‘ Hesolution which appeared 
ill last week’s CalcMtta Gazette.” 


By the Hon’ble Barit Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

VII. 

(a) Is it a fact that Mr. J. D. Cargill, i.e.s., has been the District and 
Sessions Judge of Mymensingh for over seven years ? 

{b) What other Judges have been in charge of a district for such a long 
])eriod during recent times? 

(e) Is it the usual practice to keep a Judicial or Executive officer in charge 
of any particular district for such a long time ? If not, why has a deviation 
been made in the case of Mr. Cargill ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — - 
“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Six years, approximately, is tiic longest that any other Judge has betiii 
at his present station. 

(c) The general policy of Government is to make transfers only when they 
are necessary in the interests of the publit; service. The unusual ofinditioii:- 
arising out of the war, which have restricted the grant of leave, have tendeil 
to protract the term of individual tenures rf particular appointments. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray ; — 


VIII. 

(a) Are the Government aware that a leading pleader and public man of 
Mymensingh complained of the mode of work of Mr. Cargill before the Public 
Services Commission ? 


(b) If the answer is in the affirmative 

(i) did the Government make any inquiries into the matter ; 

(it) was there any foundation for the complaint; and 

(nt) if there was, have the grounds of complaint been since removed . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ («) No. . „ 

(&) The question does not arise. 


Pay and 
prospects of 
the Provinciil 
Judicial Sarvioa^ 


QuostioDB 
about Mr. J« D. 
Car^ll. 


Complaint 
against Mr* 
Cargill befora 
the Public 
Services 
Commiasion* 



Number of 
iie«sio»H caBOH 
difiposed of by 
Mr. Cargill and 

htB predecoBAorB 

etc* 


Ohaukidari 

aBaeasment. 
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By the Hon’ble Babit Bhabendra Chandra Ray ; — 

IX. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of sessions cases, 

criminal appeals (other than iail appeals), and contested civil appeals that 
were disposed of by Mr. Cargill himself during the last two years f 

(b) Will the Government be also pleased to lay on the table the number 
of similar cases disposed of by Mr. Cargill’s predecessor in office during the 
last two years of the latter’s incumbency ? 

(c) (i) On how many occasions did other Judges officiate for Mr. Cargill, 
and for what periods? 

(ii) How many such cases were disposed of by them during the respec- 
tive periods they held office ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr Duval : — 

(a) and (b) Government have not the information from which the 
figures can be supplied. 

(c) (i) 4 times, i.e., 21 days in 1913. 

1 month 10 days in 1915. 

1 month 9 days in 1916. 

1 month 4 days in 1917. 

(u) Government have not the information from which the figures can 
be supplied.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray : — 

X. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing how 
the assessment-roll of the chaukidari tax has varied in the last two assess- 
ments in each district? 

(b) What considerations generally determine the amount of assessment 
in each case? 

(c) Are there any uniform principles of general application through- 
out the Province in this behalf, or are such principles susceptible of varia- 
tion in different areas? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table any circulars or 
instructions that may have been issued in regard to the principles of assess 
ment ? 

(e) Are the Government aware that in many cases the rates of assess- 
ment vary greatly, to all appearance, as between neighbouring villages? 

(/) How many assessees are there in each district, including (i) Muham- 
madans, and (w) Non'-Muhammadans, paying an annual chaukidari tax of 
Rs. 4. Rs. 2, and Re. 1, respectively; and what proportion of the rural popu- 
lation of the respective districts do they represent ? 

(gr) Are the Government in a position to -state how many of each such 
class of assessees are literate ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ (a), (/) and (ff ) — The material necessary to answer these questions is 
not immediately available, and, as its collection would involve the expenditure 
of an entirely disproportionate amount of time and labour, Government are not 
prepared to undertake it. 
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(&) and (c)— The' general principles on which the assessment should be 
based are contained in sections 13 to 15 of the Village^chaukidari Act. The 
application of these principles rests with the panehayet of oaeli union, and tho\ 
are to this extent susceptible of variation. 

(d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to rules 48 to 73 of the Chaukidari 
Manual. No other instructions have been issued. 

(«) Government have no detailed information on this point." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Ch.\ndra Ray : — 

XI. 

(а) Are the Government aware that some vagueness is felt as to the T.‘*t-bookH for 
particular authority who is to prescribe text-books for the primary and primory ond 
secondary schools from the present heavy list of approved text-bcoks? 

(б) Are the Divisional Inspectors or the District Boards and Muni- 
cipalities authorized to select and ])rescribe text-books from the approved 
list for the schools in their charge? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what, if any. departure 
has been made in policy in this matter, and for what reasons? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O M alley ; 

“ (a) No such complaint has reached the DiTcclor of Public Instruction 

(&) Headmasters of secondary schools and local bodies in charge of 
primary education are authorised to select and presm ibc text books from the 
approved list. 

(c) Formerly the Director of Public Instruction prescrilied definite text- 
books for all schools intending to compete for .scholarships, but now the Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction recommends a large number of ajiproyed text -books 
from which such schools can make their choice. 'I'lic change c) I policy i.s dm 
to the fact that the number of suitable text books in each sufijcatt is nowad.iys 
not so limited as before and it was considered inadvisable to continue a 
system which conferred exceptional advantages on a small numlier of authors 
or publishers.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-t;l-Haq ; — 

XII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state 

{a) the circumstances in which the Manikganj High School has been 
placed under a managing committee entirely nominated by the 
District Magistrate of Dacca; 

(6) when the Manikganj High School was established, and by whom, 
and who have managed it since its foundat ion , anci 

(c) when the grant-in-aid was first given to the said 
^ ^ has been the constitution of the managing committee since then . 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley ; 

“(a) The school had had a bad record for some ^st and it was 

sidered desirable that the committee should be reconstituted in order to secu 
better management. . , a a 

(6) The school was formerly a middle ^ 

of a high school in 1884 through the exertions of tlie then J 
of Manikganj. Since then it has been managed by the Sub-di visional DHiccr 

Rnd a committee of officials and non-officials. 
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(c) The school has enjoyed a grant-in-aid sinc'e its foundation. From 
1880 to 1906 it was managed by a committee of 22 to 25 members consisting of 
officials and non-officials. In 1906 the number was limited to ten, of whom two 
were Government officers, two w^e Muliammadans, two were pleaders* two 
were mukhtars, one was a private medical practitioner and one was a mer- 
chant. From 1908 to 1916 the committee consisted of 2 officials, 2 members of 
the teaching staff, 2 pleaders, 3 mukhtars and a private medical practitioner. 
In 1916 the committee appointed the Deputy Superintendent oi Police to a 
vacancy caused by the death of a mukhtar. In 1917 the~committee consisted 
of the Sub-divisional Officer, the senior Munsif, the Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, the Headmaster, a teachers’ representative, one pleader, two mukh- 
tars and another private gentleman ; there was one vacancy due to the 
resignation of a pleader. The present committee consists of the Sub-divisional 
Officer, the senior Munsif, the Deputy Superintendent of Police, the Deputy 
Inspector of Schools, the Headmaster, a teachers’ representative, and 3 
pleaders and mukhtars.” 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAg : — 

’ XIII. 

Headmaster of Is it a fact that the present Headmaster of the Manikganj High 

HiRh KngHsh^ English School was appointed on probation for six months in March, 1917 ? 

(6) Was the question of confirming him in his appointment, or extend- 
ing his term of office, ever brought before the Managing Committee after 
the expiration of the said period? If not, on what authority was the 
Headmaster continuing in office after the said period? 

(c) Was there any opposition by the Managing Committee to the 
appointment of the present Headmaster ? If so, on what grounds ? 

(d) How many applications were received for the Headmastership, 
and how many of the candidates were M.A.’s or had experience as Head- 
masters of other school's ? 

(e) (i) What were the reasons for selecting the present Headmaster; 
(ii) what are his educational and other qualifications; 

(in) at what places did he act as Headmaster before his appoint- 
ment as Headmaster of the Manikganj High English School 
and .for what periods at each })lace; and 
(ir) what remarks, if any, were made by the Inspecting officers as 
to his abilities or otherwise at each such place? 

(/) Is it a fact that the said Headmaster was mixed up in the .Tagatshi 
Asram affairs in Assam, and was a witness at the Dayananda trial at 
Sylhet ? 

(y) Are the Government aware that the Sessions Judge of Sylhet, in 
his judgment, obsexved that this gentleman was wanting in mental balance, 
and made other adverse remarks about him? If so, will the Government 
be pleased to give all the extracts from the said judgment bearing reference 
to this gentleman? 

(^h) Is it a fact that these facts were brought to the notice of the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Manikganj by certain members of the Managing Com- 
mittee at the time o.f the appointment of the Headmaster? If so, what 
inquiries, if any, were made by him into the allegations? 

{j) Is it a fact that the Sub-divisional Officer had received a mandate 
from the District Magistrate of Dacca to see that this gentleman was 
appointed Headmaster? 

(A) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table any correspond- 
ence that passed between the District Magistrate, the Inspector of Schools, 
and the Sub-Divisional Officer regarding this appointment ? 
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(A Is it a fact that since his appointment as Headmaster of the Manik- 
eanj High English School several coTn{)laints were made to the Sub-divi- 
sional Officer, the Managing Committee, and the Inspei tor of Schools 
against his conduct and administration of the school? If so, will the 
(^vemment be pleased to state the purport of the complaints made on each 
occasion, and whether any inquiries were made thereinto, and the result 
thereof ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mb. O’Malley : — 


“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(tf) So far as Government are aware, the question of confirmation was 
not raised on the expiry of the period of })robation and the Headmaster 
continued to hold his appointment with the concurrence of the Committee, by 
which he had been appointt'd. 

(c) The Headmaster was appointed by a majority of the votes of the 
Committee, 5 voting for and 3 against his appointment. It is understood 
that the minority was of o{)inion that the Headmaster would be unpopular 
with the other teachers. 

(d) 100, of whom 34 were M.A.’s and 14 had experience as Headmasters 
of other schools. 

(e) (i) and (ii) The ('ommittCA' did not rc(x)rd any reasons for api)oint- 
ing the Headmaster. He had exc('llent testimonials from a former Sub 
divisional Officer of Manikganj, from Secretaries of three High sch(K)ls in 
which he had served, and from the Principal of St. Columba’s College, 
Hazaribagh. He passed the H.A. in 190(5 and appeared at the M A. exami- 
nation in November, 1907. 


(rii) 

Bengali Boys’ English School, Nagpur 4 months in 190(5 


Muragacha High English School ... 1908-0!) 

Balurgliat ditto ... 1909-10 

Sibpur ditto 1910-11 

Bhadreswar ditto .. 1911-12 

Haipura ditto ••• 1915-10 

(tr) Government have no information. 


(/) It has been reported that the Headmaster was under the influence of 
Dayananda and his disciples for a time and that he was a witness against 
Dayananda in a trial held by the Deputy Commissioner of Silchar. 

(ff) A copy of the judgment is not available 

(A) No. 

(;•) No. 


(A) No. 

(t) Two complaints were received by the Managing Committee, the [irin 
cipal allegations being — 

(I) that the Headmaster had used discourteous language regarding 
one of the members of the Committee, and 




that he had forced some 
make confessions of a 
teachers of the school. 


of the boarders of the schwl hostel to 
scandalous character affecting certain 



Election to tiiu 

Hithra-Konnagnr 

Municipality. 


Oertain atatinticN 
of the 

Konnagar Ward 
of the Itialu-a- 
Konnagar 
Municipality. 
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The Inspector of Schools made an inquiry, and in regard to the first 
lUegation found that the Headmaster had probably been indiscreet in his 
remarks. As regards the second allegation, inquiry was made by the Sub- 
divisional Officer and a member of the Managing Committee, as well as by 
the Inspector, and 13 boys of the hostel were either rusticated or expelled, and 
two Superintendents were dismissed. There were certain other minor charges 
which were not substantiated by evidence.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XIV. 

(a) Are the Government aware of the notice, dated the 3rd September, 
1915, issued by the Sub-divisional Magistrate of Serampore in the district of 
Hooghly in connection with the general election of Municipal Commissioners 
of the Rishra-Konnagar Municipality held on the 11th September, 1915 ? 

(b) Are the Bengal Municipal Election Rules issued under Notification 
No. 4345 M., dated the 21st November, 1896, still in force? 

(c) If so, do the Government contemplate directing the Sub-divisional 
Magistrate of Serampore not to issue any notice similar to that referred to 
above at tlie ensuing general election of Municipal Commissioners of the 
Rishra-Konnagar Municipality ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ {a) Yes. 

(6) Yes, with certain amendments. 

{c) As the election of 1915 was the first election of the Municipality, the 
Magistrate was authorized to perform the duties assigned by the election 
rules to the Chairman or Commissioners in meeting, and he directed the Sub- 
divisional Officer to discharge these duties. At the ensuing general election 
the powers assigned by the election rules to the Chairman will be exercised 
by him, and the Sub-divisional Officer will have nothing to do with the 
election.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; — 

XV. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the following parti- 
culars regarding the South Konnagar Ward within the Rishra-Konnagar 
Municipality in the district of Hooghly : — 

(1) the annual income from (a) the holding tax, and (6) the latrine 

fees before and after the assessment made this year; 

(2) the income on account of grants made out of the proceeds from the 

Ferry Ghat near Konnagar Bazar; 

(3) the taxes paid annually by Messrs. D. Waldie and Company and 

also by the Bengal Distillery Company, Limited; 

(4) the fees realized from pounds, hackney-carriages, and cart regis- 

tration ; 

(5) the tax on animals and vehicles and the tax on professions and 

trades ; and 

(6) the miscellaneous income ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

‘ A statement is laid on the table.” 
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lyifi-l 

Statement referred to in the answer hy the Hon’iu.k Mr. O’Mai.i.ey to question 
37b. {unstarred) asked by the Hon'hi.k Kai Mahexdka Chanok.a 

Mitra Bahauuk at the Council meeting of the 26ih November, J91S : - 


Ks. A. 

Annual income before ussessment — 

Holding tax ... ... ... ... 2..S3(; (» 

Latrine fees _ ... ... ... 2.4Gt) S 

Annual income after as.sessment — 

Holding tax ... ... ... ;{,18S a 

Latrine fee.s ... ... ... ... 15 

Annual income from ferry ... ... ... 7(K) S 

'i'axea paid annually by — 

Mes.srs. D. Waldie & Co. .. ... 1.157 1:1 

Bengal Distillery Co. ... ... ... 1,S7 K 

Fees realized from — 

Pounds ... ... ... ... 110 0 

Hackney-carriages ... ... ... 2cS 0 

Cart registration ... ... ... .55 1 

Animal tax on — 

Animals ... ... ... ... 1:1 1:1 

Vtdiicles ... ... ... ... 10 K 

Professions and trades ... ... .. :l<i5 0 

Annual miscellaneous ineome ... .. 0 0 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitua BAHAUuit - 

XVI. 

Will the Government also be pleased to .state 

(t) the population; 

(ii) the total number of rate payers; 

{iii) the total number of illiterate rate payers , and 
(tc) the area of each of the wards of the Rishra-Konnagai’ Municipal 
ity? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Mali.ey : — 


“ (i) 17,373. 

(it) 2,425. 

(iii) The information is not available 

(tv) Rishra Bustee ward 
Rishra village ward 
Konnagar (North) 

Konnagar (South) 


•27 square miles. 
53 
•6H 
70 


Ry the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XVII 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the length and present con- 
dition of Griper Road in the South Konnagar Ward of the Rishra-Konna- 
gar Municipality ? 

(b) Are the Government aware of the fact that Messrs D. Waldie & Co. 
have repeatedly invited the attention of the Municipality to the want of 
improvement in the condition of this road ? 


f^cpuliition , «tc., 
of t)io Konrmgur 


CiiperKoad in 
the South 
Konnagar Ward 
of the 

Uiahra-Konnagai 

Municipality. 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Indian residents and the rate 
also complaining to the municipal authorities regarding the 
t^is roadi 


have been 
ir of 


{d) Is it a fact that this road, which runs from the Ferry Ghat to the 
Konnagar railway station, is the only important road in the South Konna- 
gar Ward? 


(e) Is it a fact that a large number of people residing in the Kotrung 
Municipality and the villages within the Distriet Board of Hooghly daily 
pass through this road on their way to and from the Konnagar railway 
station ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of urging the 
local authorities to improve the condition of this important road at an early 
date? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mai.ley : — 

“ (a) The length of the Griper Road is about 5,000 feet. Its present 
condition is reported to be good. 

(?>) and (c) A petition was received from some of the inhabitants of Rishra 
complaining of the bad condition of the f’riper Road, and on a Reference being 
made to the Vice-Chairman of the Municipality, it transpired that Messrs. D. 
Waldie juid Co. had agreed U> crontrihute Rs. 800 and the Municipality had 
allotted Rs. 410 for metalling the road with stone. 

{d) It is one of the most important roads in the South Konnagar ward. 

(c) Yes. 

(/) Having regard to the action taken Government do not consider it 
necessary to move in the matter.” 


By the Ilon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XVI 11. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
(1) containing — 

(f) the names of Headmasters of the HooghW Collegiate, Utter- 
para (in the Hooghly district), the Hindu, the Hare, and 
the Sanskrit Collegiate Schools, Calcutta, from 1894 to 
July, 1918 : and 

(n) the amount of salary per month and local allowances, if any, 
drawn by each ? 

{£) showing — 

(t) the number of pupils ; and 

{ii) the annual income and expenditure of the schools referred to 
above, 

during the last six years ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 


“ Statements giving the information asked for are laid on the table.” 



Questions and Ansuxrs. 


UX>5 


1918.3 

Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley to question 
No. XVIII {unstarred) ashed by the HOx’m.E Rai Mahendka Chandra Mitka 
Bahadur at the Council meeting of the 20th Soeemher 1918, showing (i) 
the names of Head Masters cf the llooahJy Collegiate, f’ttarpara. Hindu, 
Hare and Sanskrit Collegiate Schools I'rom 1894 to July. 1918. and {ii) 
the amount oj salary per month and local allowances, if any, drawn 
by each. 


Hooghly Collegiate School. 


Year 


1891 
]89f»— 189(> 

1897— 1900 
1901 

190i— 1904 
1905—1906 
1907—1909 
1910—1912 
1915—1916 

1917— .Inly 1918 ... 


Namca of lieaii 


Saittj V. 


Babu Hari Prosad 13aiu‘rji 

,, Khirod Ch. Jxoy Cliowd bury 

,, Kailasli (diaiidra iihatta- 

cha rya. 

,, Barada Prosad (Jliosh 
Maulvi Azizul Hu(| 

Ba})U Ilari Das BaiaM ji 
Ditto 

Maulvi Mat loot) All mad Khan 
Cliowd bury. 

Balm A^hor Njdh BaiicM’ji 


Us. 

2S0 

:u;0 

2o() 

i>do 

oOO 

m) 

lOd 

30b 


250 


Alio waiire, 
if »tiv 


Uttarpara Government High School. 


1891— 1896 

1897— 1898 

1898— 1902 
1!»();5— 1901 
1905—1909 
1910-1915 
1916— July 1918 


'I’lio school wiis iHit (lion in oxisl- 
enco. 

Balm .ladn Nath Pal, B.A. 

]>it(,o ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Balm llaia Kaiila Bose, H.A. 

., Dwijciidra Nath N<‘o“i, H.A. 


125 

1.50 

200 

2.50 

1.50 

150 Duly allow- 
ance of 
Rs. ,50 per 
nioiiKcin as 
Head 
Master. 


Hindu School. 


1894 

Babu Krishut 

Chandra Bay 


189.5—1898 

„ Ilaranath Bhatlacliarji 


1899—1902 

Kai Kasamay Mitra Bahadur 


1903—1901 

Ditto 

di tto 


190.5—1909 

Ditto 

ditto 


1910—1911 

Ditto 

ditto 


1912—1916 

Ditto 

di tto 


1917— .Tilly 1918 ... 

Babu Satis Cl 

landra Sen 



.500 

200 

200 

2.50 

.5.50 

400 

,500 

200 


Hare School. 


1894—1895 
1896—1898 
1899—1900 
1901—1902 
1903—1904 
1905—1909 
1910—1911 
1912—1915 
1916— July 1918 


Babu Bholanath Pal 
Kai Kasamay Mitr.a Bahadur 
Babu Hari Das Banerji 
„ Hari Charan Hoy 
Kai Sahib Ishaii Ch. Ghosh 
Ditto <litto 

Ditto ditto 

Ditto ditto 

Babu Hara Kanta Bose 


500 

200 

200 

2<Kt 

2.50 

350 

400 

.5(X) 

200 
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Sanskrit Collegiate School. 



Year. 

blames of Head Masters. 

Salary. 

Allowance, 




if any. 



Rs. 


1804 

... Babu Clmndra Kumar Moitra 

... 200 


189.1 

Ditto ditto 

... 220 


1896 

Ditto ditto 

... 240 


1897—1900 

Ditto ditto 

... 250 


1901 

,, Kara Nath Bhattacharji 

... 250 


1902--#904 

Hari Charan Roy 

... 200 


1905—1908 

J)itto 

... .800 


1909 -1910 

Ditto 

... 350 


1911—1912 

Ditto 

... 400 


1918 

„ Hem Chandra Sen Gupta 

... 200 


1914— .Inly 1918 

,, Beni Madliab Das 

... 250 



statement referre<t to in the ansirer by the Hon’ble Mb. O’Malley to question So. SVIll 
{nnstnrred) asked l)y the Hon'blk Kai AfAHENDKA CHANDRA Mitra Bahadur at the 
ConncAl nicetiny of the 26th November, 1918, showing (O the number of pupils, and 
(ii) the (tnnual income and expend itnre of the Hooghly Collegiate, Uttarpara. Hmdu. 
Hare and Sanskrit Collegiate Schools during the last six years. 





Nttmbbr of P*"PIL.V, 


! 


INCOMK. 





Expekpithre. 




Na^ik ok 


1 ! 

1 





1 

1 





■■ 

■ 


Hchool. 

«*S 1 


i or. 


1 z 

Ift 


1 ^ 

Ob 

2 


lA 

5? 






fo ^ j 1 

1 

A 

eft 

4- 


! ^ 

1 

9% 

♦ft 

■4 






c> 

ff. CTj <?. 1 

o» 

0» 

1 ® 

a* 

a* 

1 2 

0» 

o> 


at 

cn 


2 




1 

\ 

1 

Uh. 

llK. 

Uh. 

Uh. ■ 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

H, 

Rh. 

1 

Rh. 

1 

Us. j 

IU 

1. 

lI()ORhl.V Colle- 

287 

239 283 ' 240 260 

^ 381 

8,068 

7,618 

6,800 

6,580 

6,763 

7,001 

10,818 

18.116 

21,806 

19,600 1 

18,742 

lb,17S 


gilii e School. 


1 














2. 

XJttarpurn Go- 

288 I 

3U 322 i 326 833 

343 

7.638 

0.811 

9,217 

10,849 

0.1 13 

10.506 1 

0,096 

9,443 

11,009 

1 

11.606 1 

10,511 1 

IU.7!i 


re rDitent 













1 

1 



School. 

! 

1 







1 

1 




i 



3. 

Hindu School 

636 1 

612 603 024 > 093 

077 

30,282 

38,961 

27,168 

27,814 

28,900 

27,640 

24,630 

23.904 

27,947 

1 

1 

34,683 

i 

24,122 ’ 

Z],3S7 

4. 

Iliire St’hool ... 

072 

1 

1 

644 609 ' 633 007 1 

070 

27,629 

30,101 

30,627 

29,393 

20,0 70 

28,800 

22,091 

j 

23,090 

27,309 ' 

1 

23,067 J 

20,330 

30,»93 

6. 

B.inskiit Ooll<>- 

234 j 

223 206 102 208 

218 

2,7S2 

3,311 

3,BUe 

2,601 

2,701 

2,010 

14,309 

10,436 

I 

18,309 

17,040 

17,190 

16, UO 


giate School. 

1 

1 1 



1 







1 

1 

1 



By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 

XIX 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

if) the total number of all steamers, flats and country boats (passenger 
as well as cargo boats) and their crew, registered in the Port of 
Calcutta during tlie last three years; ana 

(i%) the total average number of passengers which these steamers and 
passenger boats were licensed to carry during the last three 
years ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mb. Cowley ; — 

“ Statements showing the particulars asked for by the Hon’ble Member 
are placed on the table.” 


»tal number 
steamers, 
ts, etc., iu 
ilcutta port 
d tho.r 
•aengers. 
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Statements referred to in the answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley to quest ion 
No. NIX (nusfarred) by the Hon’ble 1?ai Mahendua Citandra 
M iTEA Bahadur asked at the Connril mrrtiny of the 26th Xorember. 
1918. 


A— Particulars regarding passenger boats. 

Statement shnwiny (1) the total }iin>iber of sten7ners.Jiats. boats, etc. reyis- 
tered in the l^ort of Calcutta, (2) the number of passengers they are 
licensed to carry, and (3) the total number of cargo fiats and boats 
7 'egistered i7i the Port of Calcutta with their registered ttninage. for 
the years 1915-16 to 1917-18. 



J9lb-16. 

1 1916-17. 

1917 18. 

1 OliKW 

I Ai UOUIII NU 
' Id fllKK 
OK 

TICItBKLS 

— 

N UinlMJr 

N iimltei 

N urnl>oi 



I n'Ki^teiad Numbt*r of irKiKluiml Nimiberof | NihuImo oI M Inlttiiiin 

bf 1*01 1 paBNt'nRrn* by Bart ' b\ I “on paHn»-iiR**i» inuubri oti 

OoiunilB- for wlucli Ooniini'- for which j (^oiuihIb* foi whb h niiy one 
sioners'bont UcciiHe<l. nionerR* boat lli’cnRcd | aionait* IkimI, licenc'd. vcrmI * 

auFTejor ' surveyor. j surveyor 

' I 






1 



Flats (over 100 tons) registered for 







(*arnagn of passengers 

14 

10,019 

18 

12,128 14 

8.872 

9 

(irocn boat ... 

234 

3.117 

241 

3.293 254 

3 553 

4 

Panswav 

58 

2,801 

70 i 

3,001 00 

1 3.25i’) 

3 

Dm^liy 

420 

5,524 

401 

6,004 372 

I 4,4ft!> 

3 

liii<lgc*ruH ... 

3 

98 


17b o 

1 OK 

r, 

IJargch («nidof lOO tons) registered 





j 


for carriage of passengers 

21 

3,507 

21 

.t,4ll fi 

: 3,4 30 

5 

St(*aiiiers 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil Nil 

i : 

... 

• The uunibur of the ciew vnries with the 

Rise of (h3 vessel ; the uunibont ifiveii 

II thi^ column ftr# the mlnimuiii ftrlinlssllile foi the 

Miiullest wire and nre exceeded for the lArffer vessels. 






B — Particulars reBarding cargo flats and boats. 



Cario flats — 

minimum oi*aw 9 psr flat. 






iyi6-iG 


iyi7-is. 


Catyo fiats. 







Number regiJ^tered 



343 

308 

29G 


Car^o boats:- 

-minimum craw 5 par boat. ^ 






191b-ir, 

19lf.-17 

1917 19 


Cl tss A Cargo boats. 







Number re/:? i stored 


... 

2,1 GO 

2,087 

1,987 


Registered tonnage 


91.G32 

89,196 

84,72G 


Class B Cargo boats. 






Number registered 


... 

4, 575 

4,147 

4,128 


Registered tonnage 

... 82,499 

73,0GG 

70,805 



JV.S.—ClaoB A cargo boats ar« those which ar« "" 

the principle of European shipbuilding. , . 

Class B cargo boats arc country-buiit boats of oil descriptions. lumr*** no fifiiireii at 

lu the case of cargo flats a fixed charge independent of tonnage .. ma.le and lienee no fignre. of 

tonnage are available. 


Htparian 
munioi palities 
and offenceB 
committed 
therein under 
section 34 of 
the Police Act 
of 1861 


1008 Questions and Answers. [ 26 th November, 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; — 

XX. 

W ill the Government be pleased to lay on the table — 

(a) the list of Municipalities (by the side of the Ganges, i.e., the Bhagi- 

rathi) in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Nadia, Hooghly and 
Howrah, in which section 34 of the Police Act, 1861 (V of 1861) 
is in force; 

(b) the dates of publication of notifications enforcing section 34 of 

the I’olice Act, 1861 (V of 1861), in those Municipalities in the 
Calcutta Gazette ; 

{c) the length of river-frontage in each of the Municipalities referred 
to aoove ; 

(d) the total number of public latrines for the use of males and females 

separately, near the riverside in each of the Municipalities 
referred to above ; 

(e) the total number of prosecutions under section 34 of the Police Act, 

1861 (V of 1861) within the jurisdiction of each of the Munici 
I)alities referred to above during the last three years ; and 
(/) the total amount of fines credited to the Municipal funds of each of 
such Municipalities during the last three years? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 
‘ A statement is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to in the answer ht/ the Hon’hi.e Mr. O’Malley to question 
No. XX {unstarred) ashed Inj the IIon’hi.k Rai Maiikndka Ohandka Mitua 
llAHAniu: at the Council meeting of the 26th November, 191S. 


MnnicipalitloH on tiui hanks 
of th” Btiftgitathi (HoogliI>) 
ill which fwu'tioii 34 of the 
1’ollce Act, 1861 (V of 1861), 

Is in force. 

Date of 
publication in 
the Calcutta 
(iatette of not i- 
flcatiotm exlond- 
ing section 84 
of the Police 
Act, 1H6I (V of 
1861). 

Approximate 
•' lengtii of the 
nver-frontuffo in 
each niunioi* 
palltA . 

N 1 nil)cr of p'lbiic lati ines foi 
tlie use of males an 1 females 
near the riversirio in each 
munn’lpalii V, 

I Numbei of 

1 piosocut ions 
! undei SH'ction 
34oftlie 

1 Polu « Act. 

' wltldn oacii 

1 municipality 

1 during tlio 
lust 3 years. 

Amount of 
fiiios Cl edited to 
tlic Municipal 
Fund 'luring 
(ha last .3 
years 

Distuict 24-Pauuanas. 





Ks. 

CusHipoiv-Cltitpur 

*24tli Novem- 

8,792 foet 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 


her l86(k 





Barnap^ore 

Ditto ... 

About 2 ii.ilcB ... 

Nil 

119 

480 

Kainarliali 

Ditto ... 

1 '08 iniloH 

Nil 

8I 

117* 

Garden Keacli 

25tli July 

5 luilfs G furloTigH 

Nil 

19t 

38t 


11)06. 





Nortli Iiiirrat’kport' 

7tli^ .luiu' 

About .3 milfH ... 

Due eoutainiiig 7 seats 

22 

28 


1H71. 


, for females and 10 






! for males. 


j 

Sou l it Barrackporo 

Ditto ... 

About 1 uiilo 

Nil 

i 59 

134 

Barraokpnre 

Ditto ,,, 

Ditto 

' Nil 

! 85t 

! 148t 

[*aniiiati 

Ditto ... 

2^ luilfH 

Two for mules 

i 74 

; 245 

Tittajjjarli ... , 

Ditto ... 

l’5l milcR 

Nil 

i 314 

1,070 

(larulirt ... 1 

Ditto ... 

1 mile 1 ,478 yardd 

Four with 66 seats, 

i 92 

111 

1 

I 


44 for males and 22 






for fem«les.§ 



Nniliati 

Int Septem- 

About 2 miles ... ; 

Two with 6 Beats each, i 

156 

436 


ber 1875. 

1 

of wliicb 4 seatH are 





' 

for males and 2 for 





* i 

females. 



Haliaaliar 

Ditto ... 

About 3 miles ... j 

One 

37 

37 

Bhatpara 

Ditto ... 

4 miles ... i 

Nil 

70 

165 

Budge. Budp^o 

23rd Oetobor 

About 3 milos ... 1 

Nil 

175 

261 


1901. 

1 

1 




* There are 3 septic tank latrines for eniploy6a of the Kauarhati Jute Millj. 
t The flRurvR relate to the poiiod 1st April 1917 to 31st Hocoinber 1917. 

t Thet* figures are for 191 6* 17 only. " 

9 There arc H latrines belonging to local mills with 88 seats for inalos and 44 for females. There are sho 3 septic tanks within 300 yards 
of the river In the compound of the Shamuagoie Jute Mill. 
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f» * the Im.ik* 

o( the 

In which eoction 34 of tne 
PoIic'«Aot, 1861 iV oflH 61 ), 
!• in force. 


District Nadia. 
Nabadwip 

Saritiiiur 

DiSTRK’T lIOOnilLV. 
Baiifiberia 

IIooglily-CbiuRiira 
Bliadi (‘ 8 wnr 
riianipdany 

aliati 

StTaiiifxue 

Jiinlii a-K(>iiiiug(jro 

Kotruiig 

T’ttarf)ara 

Diai'Kirr irovNRAii. 

fb'wrab 


Bally 


! Date oi 
! publication in 
the i'aleuffa 
datette of not I 
itcatioiia axtenr) 
inif section 34 
of the Po'li'fl 
1 Act, 1881 (V of 
' 1861). 


A ppi oxniiMf e 
leiiffth of tiie 
livei-fioiltatri* ill 
ouch nixuici 
pu)tr>. 


5 tb Julv’' I 8 G iitileu 
1869 . 


28 t)i Febrn- | 3 76 

ary iSbb. 


12 tli July 
1012. 


Ditto 


261 h June 
1H70. 

.--12 


Hill April 
1870. 


12tb Jiih 

1012 . 

Ditto 


Ditto 
I >il lo 


1 Otii Nov(*in 
her 1866. 


Ditto 


3 or, 

0 

1 niiio 

<»‘3 loib H 


2i 


Niiiuiier of publU- latiin.*'* f r 
the list* of males hik) (enialex 
ue ir me iiveishlo ui each 


I Five (viz , 3 for males 
fucli with 6 seats 
; ami 2 fi>r females 
I eaoli Nvitb 6 seats]* 
Four (viz. 2 foi males 
j eai'h eoutaiiiiiig ii 
seats ami 2 for 
i lemalcH euoli eon 
taiiiing 6 seats). 

! Foui with 10 seals 
' of uhieb 12 are foi 
' males ami 7 foi 
females. 

' 'J'wit ( foi males ami 
' females combimMl ). 

Nil 

Nil 


N ti iihio of 
pn4»cu> loii« 
undei Bet'Uoi) 
34 of the 
Police Act 
uiihii. emi'h 
muni* Ijmli! V 
dm Iritc tin* 
liut 3 jonrt. 


86 


72 


Atnouul oi 
rtnen ctcdllod U» 
the Mnnli'lp'il 
Ftin<l d.iil'ir 
tlir lii«r s 

^ e (Til. 


Us. 

287 

220 


200 

734 

621 


236 

046 

!,102 


'rill ( Wiampdany Bencli 


1 

has hem IlewI^ eon 
stitnted and starled 
fiom 12 lli August 
F.MH. 

'I'wo with 1 T) seats i 
foi mules uiid 0 seals 
foi h'lnules . 

047 

98 I 

( )iM^ w ith 2 seats one 
for mules uiid the | 
olliei foi females.'" j 

ihfO 

1,234 

One with 6 souls foi j 
iiml“s and 2 for | 
fernaleH i 

22 fif 

2 h 3 t 

Nil i 

89 . 

F 26 

Nil ! 

•- 1,0 1 

i 

403 

Seven, of wliieii one 

6 , 9 H 9 

1 9 , 32 H 


IS foi males amJ one ' 
I ioi fernaleH. In the 
leiiiaiiiing live half 
the seats are n served ; 
for feinaltts and half j 
for mules. 1 

Kiglit (1 for mnloH j 
amJ 4 for females) | 


104 


207 


* Tncie is also anorhor public Infi ine within es»v disfunc^ with 1« seats for nialcs and s for faniales, 
T llsprsMQta for the period October 1916 m the and of the ^loar 1017. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur : — 


XXI. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement contaio 
iHg the names, age, University ^Qualifications, place and j)eriod ol practical 
training, date of appointment and salary ol persons in the superior grad * 
\yho are employed in the Bacteriological Laboratory of the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner, Bengal, and also of those under the Chemical Examiner to the Go'v 
^rnment of Bengal ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ A statement is laid on the table.” , 


i 


Sujierior grade 
oBicern under 
Srt nitary 
CommiHHiuner 
and CbemicaJ 
Exouittier t<» 

O jvernmout. 
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Statement rejerred to in the answer hy the Hon’hle Mk. O’Malley, to question No. 
{unstarred) asked by the Hon’bi.e IIai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur at the m 
oj Council held on the 26th November, 1918, containing the names, etc., of persons % 
superior grade employed in (/) the Chemical and Bacteriological Laboratory ( 
Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, and {2) the Department of the Chemical Exa 
to the Government oj Bengal. 


N Alia. 


Aka 

(ye«ni). 


Uiitv«nitty quaUfloAtlou. 


Place and period of traiiilDK* 


Date of present 
appointment. 


Salary in n 


Hao Sahil) 
Haju. 


(1) CllKMn’Ar. AND 


V. (Tovitida 




BACTKRlOLOaiCAL LaBOBATORV OF THR SANITAR'i COMMISSIONER, BENGAL. 


Graduate in Zoology, 
took first place in 
tlie Presidency in 
Scienc Madras 

University. 


Junior Bacteriological Asbis- 7th July,; 150 - 

tant, King Institute of 1910. | ^ 

Preventive Medicine, Madras, i 

about 2J years. i 


Babu Surendra Nath Dey 


42 


B. A., Chemistry and 
Physics ; dipl<»ina* 
liolder, IJigber Agri- 
cultural Cidirsc. 


Civil Engineering College, Ist August, 
Sibpur, 3 years ; J kunonstra- 1910. 
tor in Chemistry, Presidency 
College, 1 month ; Lecturer 
in Science, Civil Engineer- 
ing CoPege, Silipur, 3 
montbs ; Head Chemical 
Assistant in the Laboratory 
attached to the Industrial 
vsection, Indian Museum, 

G years. 


160— 


20 


2 


Babu Kali Prosanna Boy 


at 


32 


Musier of Arts 


Assistant to the Impeiial 
Agricultural Chemist, Pusa 
Kescareh Institute, 1 , 

First Assistant to the Agri- 
culturnl Chemist, iSabnur 
Agricultural College, 1 
year ; Head Cliemieal 
Assistant to the Laboratory 
attached to the Department 
of Botanical Survey, Go- 
vernment of India, about 3 
years. 


Ist April, 
1013. 


126— 


16 

2 


Babu Sachindra IvissoreDus 
Uoy. 


3G 


Ilemonstrator and Bacterio- January, 
logical Assistant, Albert 1916. 
Victor Hospital and Medical 
Institution, 2 years ; 

Bacteriological Assistant in 
tin? Raymond Research 
Laboratory. Belgaehia 
Veterinary College, 9 years. 


126— 


16 

'2 


(2) The Department of the Chrmicai. Examiner to the Government of Bengal. 


Rai Chunilal Bose Bahadur 

67 

M. B. of the Calcutta 
University, 

1 One year’s training in the 
Chemical Examiner’s De- 
partment, Calcutta. 

28th April, 
1916. 

600 

100 A.A. 
300 D.A. 

Hemnath Adbikari 

52 

B. A. and M. B. of 
• the Calcutta Unirer- 
sity. 

1 

j #itto 

1 

1 

ditto ... 

nth May, 
1915. 

350 

75 A.A. 

90 DA. 

Uiralal Sinhu 

46^ 

B. A. and L. M. S. 
of the Calcutta I 
University. 

Ditto 

ditto ... 

3rd April, 

1897. 

325 

90 D.A. 

Satyendra Nath Sen 

45 

M. B. of the Calcutta 
University. 

— __ 1 ,, 

Ditto 

ditto ... 

28t]i May, • 
1899. ‘ 

1 

326 
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By the Hon'ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri 

XXII. 

Are the Government aware that Muliainnuidan religious feelings will 
be injured if the sacred Trust lands around the mosque dedicated as peerpal 
lands for the performance religious rites, etc., be acquired for any other 
I)urpose ? 


Answer by the Hon hie Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ The form of the question is ambiguous. 

The acquisition of land which is held sacred injures religious feelings. 
But the land which is placed in trust with a view that the income derived 
therefrom shall be devoted to the maintenance of a mosque is not thereby 
made sacred, nor are Government aware that its acquisition oiTends any 
one's religious feelings.’* 


By the Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashiiaf Ali Khan Chaudhuri : — 

XXTTI. 

{(i) Is it a fact that tlie Company which has been formed at Rang|)ur, 
liaving for its objects dairy farming, etc., has inlluential Government 
otti(;iuls as shai’c-holdors and pi’omoters ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that the Carmichael College authorities propose to lease 
out some more lands to the Dairy Company besides the GO acres already 
leased ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ {a) The Hon’ble Member is probably referring to the North Bengal 
Agricultural Development Company, Limited. The answer is in the 
negative. 

(&) The information of Government is that there is no such i)roposal.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXIV. 

(a) Are the Government aware that Babu Ashutosh De wanted to be 
elected a member of the District Board of Burdwan and that he was not 
allowed to stand as a candidate on the orders of the Commissioner oi the 
Burdwan Division ? 

(?>) Are the Government aware that it has been alleged that the voters’ 
lists were prepared with a view to secure his election to tlie District Board, 
and that the Circle Officer selected his nominees for the rnembershifi of the 
Local Board, and that he through the agents canvassed for the suj)port of his 
nominees by using undue influence over the electors of the sub-division ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

(a) The Commissioner having learnt from a private source that it had 
been stated that the Circle Oflicer of Kalna was offering himself as a candidate 
for election to the District Board, informed the Sub-Divisional Officer that 
the Circle Officer should not stand for election. 

(^0 These allegations were made in a petition received by the Commis- 
sioner. An inquiry was made and the allegations were found rn h^ crmiitulless. 


Ac()uii»itioa of 
oortain Trust 
lands. 


OllicidlH us 
siiarodiolilorn of 
Kun^pur Dairy 

FurtuH. 


Kltictioti of Babu 
AHiiutosh De as 
a in ember of the 
liurdwari 
Distriot Board. 



Election of 
ChairtriAn, etc., 
of the Burdwan 
Diatrict Board. 


Increase in cost 
of living. 


Anaroliism in 
tengal. 


1012 Questions and Answers. [26th Novembeb, 

By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

xxv. 

(a) Are the Government aware that on the 22nd April last a meet- 
ing of the Kalna Local Board was held for the election of a Chairman, a 
Vice-Chairman, and two delegates to the District Board? 

{h) Is it a fact that five members of the Lo<?al Board, namely, Babus 
Manmatha Nath Ray Mahashay, Srimohan Singh, Ramkrishna Goswami, 
Panchanan Ray, and C’howdhury Abdul Razzaq met at the private residence 
of the Sub-divisional Magistrate and had a consultation with him about the 
election ? 

(c) Is it a fact that on the 22nd of April a caucus was formed, of which 
the Sub-divisional Officer was a member, to secure the election of Babu 
Manmat.lia. Natli Ray and Babu Srimohan Singh as members of the District 
Board ? 

(d) Are the Government aware that Babu Puma Chandra Datta was the 
Chairman of the Kalna I,,ocal Board for the last three years and that he has 
now been replaced by the Sub-divisional Magistrate? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

{b) It has been reported that four members of the Local Board, of whom 
three were candidates for election to the District Board, went to the residence 
of the Sub-divisional Officer to canvass for his vote, and that there Avas no 
t!onsultation about the election. 

(c) The reply is in the negative. 

{d) Yes. The Sub-divisional Officer was elected Chairman of the Local 
Board.” 


By the Hon'ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXVI. 

(a) Are the Government aware that the cost of living for the people of 
Bengal is increasing day by day ? 

(?>) If so, have the Government taken any steps, or are they considering 
tlie desirability of taking steps, to check its progress? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. McAlpin : — 

“(«) and (6) Government are aware that the prices of certain articles have 
gone up in Bengal, and that the cost of living has thereby increased. This is 
the result of conditions, arising mainly out of the war, over which Government 
have no control. The Government of Bengal have taken steps, as the Hon’ble 
Member is awai'e. to cheek profiteering and speculation in the case of salt, 
kerosene and cloth, and, should the situation demand it, they wdll proceed to 
the manufacture and distribution of standard cloth. They have no further 
remedial measures in contemplation at present.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XXVII. 

(o) Are the Government aware that anarchism has again sprung up in 
Bengal ? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of devising 
some means, other than police force, to root out the seed of this evil ? 
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“ (a) Government are aware of the histnrv (if the revolutionary move- 
ment including its more recent developments in this Province. 

(6) Government has throughout sought means of combating sedition 
otherwise than by mere repression, and as an example of the discussion of 
possible lines of provincial reform the Hon’ble Member is referred to the 
report of the District Administration Committee.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 


XXVIII. 


(«) Are the Government aware of the damage done by the recent floods Kioo<i»in 
in the districts of Eastern and Northern Bengal ? Kastwu aM 

” Northpni Uengal, 


(b) Do the Government apprehend famine or seareity or the spread of 
epidemics in those districts? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what remedy they have under 
their contemplation to avert the (ianger likely to arise on account of the afore- 
said floods? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ (o) Government are aware of the damage done by rwent floods in the 
districts of Northern and Eastern Bengal. 

(b) and (c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Press Covivii/jiit/urs 
of the Dth September ajid the 1st November which give the information 
lequired relating to Northern Bengal. Copies of the same have been sent to 
the Hon’ble Member and pla(3ed on the Library table. 

As regards Eastern Bengal, fliKids are by no means unusual. Some 
damage has been done to the crops, but ther'.; is no (piestion of scarcity or 
epidemic.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XXIX. 

With reference to my question No. XTV (unstarred) .ask(*il at dm mo(‘ting Medical Hohool 1 
of the Council held on the 22nd January, 1918, will the Government be pleased cidtugong. 
to state when the Medical School will be started at Chittagong f 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

” Government are not in a position to make a definite pronouncement on 
the subject, as the whole question is still under their consideration. 


By the Hon’ble KLhan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XXX. 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state under what circumstances BogJiah 
the Government establish high English schools in sub divisions of districts ? 

(б) How many sub-divisions have lieen granted Governnient high 
English schools? 

(c) W^ill the Government be pleased to state the names of the sub-divi- 
sions, with the districts in which they are situated ? 



' Governmont 
Middle 

School ut Cox’fi 
Bazar. 


Students in 
Cox^B Bazar 
aub-diviaion. 


1014 Questions and Answers. [26th November, 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) (b) and (c) -The establishment of Government high schools at 
places other than district head-quarters is not in accordance with the 
general policy of Government. Government have, however, taken over 
under special circumstances and for special reasons at different times the 
management of five high schools at sub-divisional head-quarters. The 
names of the sub-divisions and districts in question are as follows — 


Siih-diviBion. 

Barrackpore 

Baraset 

Dakshin Shahbazpur (Bhola) 

Pirojpur 

Jamalpur 


District. 

24-Parganas. 

24-Parganas. 

Bakarganj. 

Bakarganj. 

Mymensingh. 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXXI. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{(i) what is the annual expenditure of the Government Middle 
English School at Cox’s Bazar ; 

Qi) what was the income from fees last year from that school; 

(c) for what reasons no high English school is established there; 

and 

(d) what the expenditure would be if the school be raised to the status 

of a high English school? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) The average annual expenditure for the last three years was 
Rs. 3,217. 

(6) The income from fees during 1^17-18 was Rs. 1,072 

(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement to bt^ made in reply 
to the Resolution of the Hon’ble Member that a Government High English 
School should be established at Cox’s Bazar. 

{d) The total annual recurring expenditure may be estimated at about 
Rs. 8,400. There would also be the capital expenditure required for providing 
extra acxiornmodation as well as the cost of pensions.” 


By the Hon’blc Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXXIT. 

Is it a fact that over two hundred students from Cox’s Bazar sub-division 
have gone to Chittagong to pass their Matriculation Examination -and that 
they are caused great inconvenience ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

It has been ascertained that there arc now 102 students of the Cox’.s 
Bazar sub-division studying in high schools at Chittagong, Government are 
not aware that they are put to great inconvenience on that account.” 
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By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XXXIIl. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the annual Government expenditure for the WeaviuK 

school at Cox’s Bazar; 

(b) whether the school is intended for Maffh students only ; 

(c) when it was first started ; and 

(d) the number of students who have read in that sc1uk)1 during the 

last three years, showing the number in each of those years ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mali.f.y : — 

“ (a) The average annual Government expenditure for the last three 
years was Rs. 1,367. 

(b) The school was originally intended for the benefit of the local weaving 
community, which is composed of Maohs. Members of other classtvs are 
eligible for admission. 

(c) The 18th March 1913. 

(d) 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXXIV. 

(a) Are the Government aware that the ]>rice of cattle has risen very 
high within the last few years, and that cattle are a .source of livelihood to 
t he Bengal raiyats ? 

(b) If so, will the Government l>e pleased to state to what cause this r:te 
is due? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin ; — 

(a) Government are aware that the price of cattle has risen during 
recent years, and that cattle are a source of livelih(X)d to Bengal raiyats. 

(6) The rise in the value of cattle is believed to be due primarily to the 
rise in the value of agricultural produce, which tends to the utilization of 
land for agriculture in preference to cattle-breeding ” 


... 10 j)upils 

... 11 ” 

... 12 ” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXXV. 

{a) Is it a fact that the Forest Department in Chittagong have not been 
granting passes for grazing buffaloes in the re^rved forests for the last two 
years, and that this has caused great inconvenience to the cultivators of the 
Hathazari and Fatikchari thanas in the Chittagong district who are living 
near these forests and who have no pasture lands? 

(&) Will the Government be pleased to state the amount of fines realized 
from the people of Hathazari and Fatickchari who are prosecuted for infnng- 
ing the forest rules ? 
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Chittagong 

Agricultural 
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(c) Is it a fact that the Government forests and the reserved forests are 
intermingled in the Fatikchari and Hathazari thanas, having no specific 
boundary ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(f) whether there were any prosecutions for infringing rules in the 
Government forests in those two thanas during the last two 
years ; 

(ft) if so, what was the number of those prosecutions ; and 

(n'i) for what reasons the number of prosecutions from the reserved 
forests has been so very high ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. McAlpin : — 

“(a) Passes for grazing buffaloes have not been issued since the 1st April, 
1917. Government have no information that this has caused great incon- 
venience to the cultivators of Hathazari and Fatikchari thanas. 


1916- 17 ... ... Rs. 253 

1917- 18 ... ... „ 442 

(c) It is not a fact. There is a well-defined cleared boundary line six feet 
wide with boundary pillars in conspicuous places and at suitable intervals 
between the Government khas forests and the reserved forests. 

{d) (/) There were prosecutions for infringing rules in the Govern- 
ment khas forests. 

(??) Three, all in Fatikchari thana. 

(iii) It is natural that there should be more prosecutions with reference 
to reserved forests than with I’efei’ence to Government khas 
forests. In the two thanas in question the area of khas forests 
is small, and they contain little valuable produce. In the 
reserved forests supervision is strict, and the presence of a large 
number of casual purchasers in the reserved forests is likely to 
result in forest offences.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXXVI. 

Will the Government be pleased to state what amount of expenditure 
Government have incurred in Chittagong for the Agricultural Department, 
and with what result ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin ; — 

“ As a District Agricultural Officer was only appointed to Chittagong 
in April last no separate figures for expenditure incurred in the district can 
be given apart from the figures for the division. Indrasail paddy was distri- 
buted both last year and this with excellent results, whilst the utility of bone- 
meal has been demonstrated on the laterite tract round Fatikchari.” 
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By the Htm’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 


XXXVII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state— 


(а) when the Madrassa students of’ the (’hittayonj? Madrassa and else 

where under the new selieme will pass their liiial <'xaaiinaf ion 
this year; 

(б) what their status will be ; and 


The ChittAgong 
MuiiraHHa atid tliA 
1 >acoa 
Univemily. 


(c) where they will go for further education when the Dacca 
University creases to exist ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) A copy of Government order No. (51 T. — Kdn.. dated the 25th 
.\pril 1918, is laid on the table, from which it will he seen that a s|)ccm1 
Islamic Matriculation examination w ill be held in 

{b) Pending the establishment of the Dacca University, students who 
pa-ss this examination will he eligible for admi.ssion to a pcst-iiuitriculat ion 
class and to the special Islamic Intermediate exatnination to he held in lit'Jl 

(c) The Dacca University has not yet been cstabli.shed, and the question 
of its ceasing to exist does not therefore arise.' 


Government order referred to h'j the Hon’hle Mu. 0’M.\li.ky in his imsirer to 
question No. XXXVIl {unstarred) asked tnj the Hon’iile Khan Saiiih 
Aman Alt at the Council meeting of the 2C>th November, 1911^. 

No. Cl T. — Edn.» dated DarjeelinjL^, t!ie 2rith Ajiril 1918. 

From — The Hon^ble Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, i.C.k., Secretary to the (loverninent 
of Bengal, General Department, 

To — The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

I AM directed to refer to your letter No. » ‘^‘dud the 12th January, 1918, in 

which you have submitted the following proposals in connection with the stuihuits of 
those madrassas that have adopted the refornuMl course of instruction ; — 

, (/) That a special Islamic Matriculation and a special Islamic Intermediate 

examination should be held in 1919 and 1921, respectively. 

(If) That an Advisory Boaril, as proposed in paragraph 3 of your letter uiuler 
reference, should be constituted to assist the Education De))artment in 
conducting the examinations. 

(fff) That a post-Matriculation class should he started in 1919-20 and two more in 
1920-21 and that these should be accommodaUid in the Dacca Madrassa, 
where they will be placed under the direct supervision of the Principal of 
the Madrassa. 

(iv) That the following additional temporary staff* should be appointed in the 
Dacca Madrassa to conduct the classes referred to above : 

(a) One Arabic Professor and one English Prof<;ssor, in the Provincial 

Educational Service, on Rs. 200 a month each for a period of two 
years, with effect from such date in 1919 as the proposed classes 
nre formed. 

(b) A second Arabic Professor, in the Provincial Educational Service, 

on Rs 200 a month, for a period of one year, with effect from 
* the date in 1920 when the second session of these classes will 

begin. 

(V) That an additional library grant of Ra. 1,900 in the let year and Re. .'500 in 
the 2nd year should be given to the Dacca Madrassa. 
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i^vi) That the expenditure involved in conducting these examinations as shown 
below should be sanctioned ; — 


Rs. 

Islamic Matriculation examination ... ... ... 940 

Intermediate „ ... ... ... 1,350 

2, In reply, I am to say that Government sanction your proposals, subject to the 
proviso that these arrangements will be cancelled if the Dacca University is established 
in time to arrange for the conduct of the examinations. Sanction is also accorded to the 
draft regulations for the examinations forwarded with your letter under reply. 

3. The examination fees received from the candidates should be deposited in the 
Treasury. You are authorized to make necessary provision in the Education budgets for 
the years 1919-20 and 1920-21. 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XXXVlll. 

Will the Government be pleased to state-— 

{a) whether it is a fact that nominations for the Provincial Service 
from the subordinate Executive service are made Jfrom the 
3rd and 4th classes of the subordinate Executive service; and 

(6) what principle is followed in making selections for the Provin- 
cial service from the subordinate Executive service ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ The Ilon’ble Member is referred to rule 6 of the rules for the recruit- 
ment otf the executive branch of the provincial civil service. The princi- 
ple followed is that the best officers are selected for promotion, having 
regard to the different considci’ations involved of which seniority is one 
among others.” 


By the Hcai’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XXXIX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) what quantity of cotton' was exported last year from Chittagong; 
{h) the total quantity of cotton exported during the same period from 
Bengal to other countries ; and 

{(•) the total production of cotton during that period in this Province? 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ {a) llil. 

(ft) 147,791 cwt. 

(c) 19,000 bales of 400lbs.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XL. 

In view of the present scarcity of cloth, are the Government considering 
the desirability of starting a mill for manufacturing cotton threads and pre- 
paring dhotis'^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 
“ The answer is in the negative.” 
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By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XLI. 

W^ill the Grovernnient be ples-sed to sta.te whetlier tlic Chittagong College 
will have the privil^es of the 1st grade colleges like the college at Dacca and 
other like cities t 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ The sanction of the Government of India has been recently given to the 
affiliation of the Chittagong College to the Calcutta University— 

(1) in logic to the Intermediate Arts standard ; 

(£) in English to the B.A. honours standard ; and 

(5) in political economy and political philosophy to the B.A. pass 
standard ; 

with effect from the commencement of the session 1918-19 ” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XLII. 

(a) Are the Government aware that the number of graduates, under- 
graduates and matriculates are increasing year by year 

(b) Is it a fact that many of these uersons, having no ineaiis of liveli- 
hcx>d, are in desperation doing mischief ny committing dacoities ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) The question is discussed to some extent in the rejiort of the llow'latt 
Committee, to which the Hon’ble Member is referred, hroni tlie concluding 
portion of paragraph 33 it will be seen that the motive of private gam 
operative only in a very small proportion of a number of ('rimes exainiiied by 
that Committee r^arding the motive for which information was available. 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XLIII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state 

(a) whether it is a fact that District Magistrates are not allowed to 

remain in one district for more than 3 to a years ; 

(b) whether this is also the case with the Divisional Commissioners; 

and , . 

(c) if so, whether any exceptions to these orders are made m thi» 

Province, and for wnat reasons . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ There are no orders limiting the period dTstrS 

and Divisional Commissioners may ^Id their po transfers only 

or divisions. The general policy of Government is to^ke transfers only 

when they are necessary in the interests of the public 
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[26th NOTllKBElEr, 


Questions and Ans^eers, 

By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Am an Ali : — 

XLIV. 

Miin«teriai WiH the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing- 

SivH the total number of ministerial appointments in the Civil and Revenue 

iUvenue Departments in all the Divisions of this Presidency, in each grade separately, 

Uopartinefits. and the number of such appointments held by Muhammadans ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. KLerr : — 

‘‘Two statements are laid on the table. F igures have not been given separ- 
ately for each grade, as their collection would have involved an unnecessary 
amount of labour and delay. ’ ’ 


Statement referred to in the ansioer by ike Uon’ble Mk. Kerr to Question 
No. XLIV {unstarred) asked by the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Alt at the 
Council Meeting of the 26th November^ 1918^ showing the number oj 
ministerial aj^pointments in offices subordiyiate to Commissioners and 
District Officers and the number oj those that were held by Muhaminadans 
on the 31st March., 1918. 


Name of Division, 


Number of 

Number 

Total 

1 Numl>or of 



periiianciil 

appointments. 

hcl<l by 

number of 

1 Muiiammadaii 

Uk^iarks. 



MubammadnuP. 

probationoTH. 

probatiouers. 


Hurdwan 

... 

' 614 


56 

' 9 


Presidency 

i 

754 

107 

65 



Dacca ... 


581 

112 

47 

25 i 

Chittagong 

...| 

407 1 

109 

21) 

16 1 

Rajshahi 


Gl»5 ; 

180 

43 

18 ; 

Total 

... 

3,051 

562 

240 

104 

1 


Statement r^erred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mk. Kerr to Question 
No. XLIV {unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali at the 
Council Meeting of the 26th November^ 1918., showing the number of 
ministerial appointments in the Courts of District Judges^ Sub-Judges and 
Murisifs and the number of those that were held by Muhammadans on 
the 31st March., 1918. 


Name of Division. 

Number of 
permanent 
appoint me ntH. 

Number 
held by 

MuhaminadanB. 

Total 
number of 
probationers. 

NuralKir of 
Muhammadan 
probationers. 

Remarks. 

Burdwan 

479 

43 

49 

6 


Presideno}" 

558 

67 

53 

17 


Dacca 

623 

87 

60 

31 


Chittagong 

365 

96 

36 

14 


Rajah ahi 

328 

97 

24 

10 


Total 

2,353 

390 

222 , 

! 78 
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By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XLV. 

Will the Governinent be pleB/Sed to l&y on the table a statement showing — 

(а) the total number of appointments in the Subordinate Exeeutive 

brancli of the Jail Department of -this Eresideney made during 
the last five years, and the number of such appointments held bv 
Muhammadans ; and 

(б) the total number of ministerial appointments made in the following 

branches of the Jail Department, namely, in the office of the 
Inspector-General of Prisons, in the Central Jails and in the 
Subsidiary Jails, during the last five years, and the number of 
such appointments held by Muhammadans ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ A statement is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred to in the answer hy the Hon’ju-e Mk. Kekh to (Question 
No. XLV {unstarred) asked by the Hon’blk Khan Sahih Aman Ali at the 
Council Meeting of the 26th November. J91S. 


(a) Subordinate Executive Branch 

(b) Ministerial appointments — 

Office of Inspector-General of Prisons 
Central Jails 
Subsidiary Jails 

By the Hon’blc Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 

XLVI 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact tliat the weekly paper derived from the 

publication of sale proclamations in ( Jiittjigong Hs. 4,430-8 in 
1915-16, Rs. 5,129-9-6 in 1916-17, and Rs. 6,010-6 in 1917-18; 
and 

(ii) in how many cases the sales have been upheld depending ufion the 

publication of the proclamation in the I*aper? 

(b) Is it a fact that little or no importance has ever been attached to iis 
publications either by tl\e Munsifs or the Sub-Judges? 

(c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
orders prohibiting tiie publication of sale prcx-lamations ? 
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b'illfii l»y 
MiihuiiiiiiadHiiH. 

4 


7 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

“ («) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No definite information is available. 
(6) No. 

(c) The question does not arise.” 


Appointin«fita 
ill the Jail 
n.'pHrtnient. 


Tlio JoU 
Duwapftper. 



Medical 

practitionerH 

from 

unrecognized 

■chools. 


llecogiiilion of 
the College of 
Physicians and 
SurgeonH, India. 


Government 
high school 
teachers and 
rec irring grant. 


1022 Questions and Atumere. [26th Novinisat, 

By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ah : — 

XLVII. 

W ill the Government be pleased to state whether the medical practitioners 
who passed from unrecognized medical schools, but were unable to appear at 
the Final Licentiate Examination of the State Medical Faculty neld in 
Novenlber, 1916, will be permitted to appear at the next Final Licentiate 
Examination, at which the candidates wno were plucked in one or two subjects 
in the examination of November, 1616, have been permitted to appear ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ The question is not altogether clear, but if the inquiry is whether it is 
intended to extend the scqiie of the orders alreadv passed regarding the admis- 
sion of candidates to the Faculty Examination, tlie answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; — 

XLVIII. 

Are the Government considering the desirability of recognizing the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, India, which is managed by Lt.-Col. D. 
Bosu, Lt.-Col. S. C. Nandi, Major B. K. Bosu, Major N. P. Singha and 
many other doctors with British qualifications, for the purpose of the 
SchMule to the Bengal Medical Act, 1914 (Bengal Act VI of 1914) ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 
" The answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali : — 


XLIX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state— 

(a) from what date the teachers of the Government High English 
Schools will get the benefit of the new recurring grant of nine 
lakhs given by the Imperial Government; 

(d) on what scale the grant will be distributed among the different 
classes of teachers; namely. English teachers, classical 
teachers, drawing teachers, vernacular teachers and drill 
instructors ; 

(c) whether there will be any difference in increments between the 

trained and untrained teachers; and 

(d) whether there will be any difference between the normal old 3rd 

year and the new 2nd year passed teachers, or will they both 
be treated as trained teachers? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a), (b), (c) and (d) Government regret that they are not in a position 
to make a statement on the subject as their proposals are under discussion 
with the Government of India and final orders have not yet been passed. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta : 

L. 

(a) Is it a fact that the people of tlie district of Jalpaiguri have submitted 
a memorial to the Government of Bengal prayiiin; for the extension of the 
system of trial by jury to that district f 

(&) Have the Government considered the facts and tartfunients contained 
in the said memorian 

(r) Have the Government come to any decision with regard to it? If 
not, are they considering the advisability and propriety of extend intr the iurv 
system to that district? “ ‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

“(a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

{c) Yes. Government have decided not to extend the jury system to the 
Jalpaiguri district at present.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishoui Mohan Chaudhufu : — 


LI. 


{a) Is it a fact that Mr. Robert.son, Settlement Officer of Midnajxire Thecdsoof 
and Bankura, has been on leave since July last? 


(b) Is it a fact that Babu Bejoy Behari Mukherjec lias been 
the duties of Mr. Robertson during the latter’s absence on leave ? 


doing all 


OrtietT of 
Midiiiiportt and 
Baokdra. 


(r) Is it a fact that the Collector of Midnaporc has been made the 
eo! officio Settlement Officer during the absence of Mr. Robertson ? 


If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is it a fact that, though 
Babu Bejoy Behari Mukherjee has been doing all the duties of Mr. Robert- 
son since the latter has gone on leave, he is not being paid any acting allow- 
ance and, if so, will the Government be pleased to .stale the rea.son for this? 


(e) Will the Government be pleased further to state whether the Col- 
lector of Midnapore is drawing any acting allowance as pt officio Settlement 
Officer during the absenee on leave of Mr. Robertson ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. McAlcin : — 

“ (a) No. Mr. Robertson was on leave irom 10th July to 1st August 
and on deputation to military duty in the I. A. R. O. from 5th August till 
4th October. 

(5) No. 

(c) As there was no Special Settlement Officer , the Collectors of Midna- 
pore and Bankura became ex officio Settlement Officers of their respective 
districts under Rule 47 of the Government Rules under the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. 


(d) Needs no reply. 

(e) No.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 

LII. 

{a) Is it a fact that a robbery was committed in a female compartment on 
the Eastern Bengal Railway in the first })art of July last between the railway 
stations Saidpur and Darwani ? 

{h) If so, what steps have been taken for preventing similar occurrences 
in future? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ {a) and (b) The facts are as follows ; — 

On the 7th July, 1918, just after No. 1 Up Mail had started from Saidpur 
station, a third class passenger travelling from Kumarkhali to Siliguri 
pulled the alarm chain. On the train stopping, he reported to the guard that 
a man had jumped up on the offside of the train, snatched a gold neeklace 
from his wife’s neck and run off with it. The matter was duly reported to 
the Government Railway Police, Saidpur, who stated that the case had been 
thoroughly investigated and finally reported as true, but that no clue had been 
obtained. It is not clear what precautiQns can prevent the possibility of 
occurrences of this nature.” 


By the Hon’ble Babit Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 

LIII. 

Is it a fact that the project of a railway from Khulna to Barisal has 
been abandoned on the ground that it would unduly interfere with the rivers 
and make them useless and injurious to health ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

” Yes; this was one reason along with others.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 


LIV. 

{a) Is it a fact that the income of the Jalpesh fair, held annually on the 
Shivaratri day in the compound of the Jal'pesh temple, situated in the Govern- 
ment Khas Mahal in Jalpaiguri, is credited to Governmeiit ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the incopie and expenditure of the Jalpesh fair for the last 10 years ? 

(r) Are the Government aware that the dome of the Jalpesh temple, 
which collapsed at the earthquake of 1897, has not yet been repaired ? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of repairing the 
temple at an early date ? 

n 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin ; — 

(а) No. The income of the Jalpesh fair is credited to the Western Duars 
Market Fund which is a local fund and is not credited to Government. The 
fair is not held in the temple compound. The temple is situate in Taluk 
Gartoli, whereas the fair is held on a block of khas land in Taluk Bhuska- 
danga at a distance of about two furlongs from the temple from which it is 
separated by a river. 

(б) in the circumstances no statement is required by the question. 

\c) Yes. 

{d) No. This is a matter for the Jalpesh Temple Trust Committee to 
deal with. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri : — 

LV. 

Is it a fact that the Sadar Jerry Ghat of Jalpaig'uri, known as the 
Up-Doar Ferry, has been made over to tbe railway fcee of rent ? 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for doine 
this? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) and (6) No The facts arc that by an agreement entered inU> in 
1891, between the Secretary of State for India in Council and Messrs. 
Octavius Steel and Company, tiie promoters of the Bengal Diiars Railway 
Company, the exclusive right to establish and work a ferry acnvss the 'I'eestii 
river between the terminus of the Bengal Diiars Railway on the eastern banl; 
opposite Jalpaiguri and the EasU'rn Bengal Itjiilway oil the west bank, was 
granted to the promoters. No charge was levied for that right as the ferry 
is intended as a link between the two Railways. 

On the establishment of the Railway ferry, the Sadar juiblic ferry at 
Jalpaiguri ceased to be used by the jiublic and was therefore clrxsed. 

The Railway ferry now goes by the name of the Abu Diiar Ferry, which 
w'as the name by which the Sadar public ferry was known while it existed. ’’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Debendek Chundeh Ghose Babadith ; — 

LVl. 

(а) When did the Land Acquisition Department of the (’ollectorate of 
Jessore get the requisition of the District Board of .lessore to accpiire land in 
Bidyanandakati, thana Keshabpur, district .lessore, for the excavation of 
a tank for drinking water ? 

(б) What steps are being taken for the acquisition of the land / 

(c) What is the cause of the inaction of the Land Acquisition Dcjiart- 
inent in this matter ? 

{d) Why has there been no statutory declaration for the acquisition as 

yet? 

(e) Was not the Chairman of the District Board placed in possession of 
funds by an outsider for the proposed work as early as January, 1918, and 
could not the work have been done in the last dry .season ii the usual acqui- 
sition proceedings had been taken in hand by the Land Acipiisition Defiart- 
ment in time ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — - 

“ (a) The requisition of the District Board was received on the 4th 
March last. 

(6) Administrative apjiroval to the acipiisition of the land has recenUy 
been given by Government. The declaration will shortly be published in the 
Calcutta Gazette and action taken for acquisition of the land. 

{c) There was some delay owing to heavy land acquisition work. As it 
was not stated that the land was urgently required, pending projects were 
dealt with first. 

{d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply to (b) and (c). 

{e) A private gentleman placed the Chairman of the District Board in 
possession of Rs. 1,000, which is about one-third of the total cost oi the 
project. The requisition for acquisition was received too late to enable 
work to be executed^in the last dry season. 


SadAr Kerry 
nt Jalpaiguri. 


Ac(itiiai(ion of ** 
laiid for a tank lii 
BidyaiiuDdakatt. 
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Questions and AnstBors. 


[26th Noybmbbb, 


By the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghobb BAHAOtm; — 


improveineutH 
tn the Jes&ore 
District. 


LVll. 

Is the Chairman of the District Board of Jessore getting every^ facility 
for the speedy performance of his duties, in the way of sanitary iraproYe- 
ments , from the District Officer ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ No complaint has been received on the subject.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray ; — 


Condition of 
the Kiddcrpore 
Bridpfe. 


LVllI. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) how and when they became aware that the Kidderpore Bridge 

had become unsafe for vehicular traffic and tramcars; 

(b) whether it is a fact that suggestions had been made, from time 

to time, for a number of years for improving the Kidderpore 
Bridge, or replacing it by a new one? If so, why no steps 
were taken for so long to carry out the suggestions? 

(c) within what time a new bridge is going to be constructed ; and 

{d) what steps have been taken for the purpose of constructing a new 
bridge ? 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley ; — 

“ {a) The President of the Committee appointed to examine -the bridge 
ructure under Bengal Government Resolution No. 78-86 T. — I. of the 2nd 
ay, 1918, reported to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Irriga- 
3 n Department, on the 4th September, 1918, that in the opinion of the Com- 
ittee, immediate steps should be taken to stop all heavy vehicles, including 
amcars, from using the bridge. It was closed to heavy vehicular traffic 
id to the tramcars from the morning of Saturday, the 7th September, 1918. 
he full report of the Committee wms issued on the 14th September, 1918, 
id after a careful consideration of the report, all vehicular traffic over the 
idge was stopped from midday of the 27th September, 1918. 

(b) The Commissioner of Police in July, 1913, invited the attention ot 
overnment to the congestion of traffic on the Kidderpore Bridge and its 
iproaches and suggested that either the bridge should be considerably 
idened or a subsidiary bridge constructed by the Hastings Bazar. Since 
at time the question has been under discussion with the Corporation of 
ilcutta and the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

(c) It cannot be definitely stated within what time a new bridge will be 
nstructed. 

(d) As previous knowledge showed the existence of bad quicksand 
iderneath the site of the bridge, borings have been made on the Kidderpore 
de of the bridge to ascertain definitely the nature of the subsoil in which 
e foundations for a new bridge will have to be laid. The results obtained 
om these borings are being examined.” 
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By the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray : — 

LIX. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to sU«t-e whether it is a fact that in B*poru on tu 
the reports on jthe land-revenue administration the uercentage which the 
land-revenue is said to bear to the gross rental is calculated on the assumption 

that the gross rents received by the landlords and the total valuation of the 
raivats’ holdings are one and the same tiling ? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the valuation of a raiyat’s holding on which cesses are based 

is not necessarily the gross rental of the holding; 

(ii) that in the total valuation of the raiyats’ holdings on whicli cesses 

* are based are included a large number of rent free holdings; 
and 

(ni) that the statements made in the Annual Reports on the Land- 
revenue Administration, and also in some of the Government 
resolutions thereon, regarding the net income of the land- 
• holders and the percentage which the land revenue is said to 
bear to the gross rental, are incorrect and misleading? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin ; — 

“ (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) (i) The valuation of a raijiat’s holding for cess purjMiscs is the annual 
value as defined in section 4 of the ('ess Act. 

(ii) The valuation of rent-free lands is shown .separately in 1 art IV ol 
I he Valuation Statement. The gross rental in column d id .Appendiv 
XX-Xlli of the Land Revenue Administration Report includes the valuation 

of rent-free lands. 

(Hi) The answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shektiarf.swar Ray : 


LX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state why, in the 
tionment of Settlement costs, the superior landlords of . qnv costa 
holders in certain districts of Bengal arc exempted ^ ^ 

while in others they are made to pay a certain portion thereo . 


ApportionindDt 

of 

COHtiL 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin ; 

“ The distinction is based on grounds of equity. . 

cases in which the landlords of permanent ^ , subordinate tenures 

substantial advantage from a record of rights of . , . pj-g^gnt 

are negligible, and where the record of such submfeudat on pre^nt 

any unusual difficulty affecting the cost of its P^^P^^ ’ 'j- jp 

such tenure-holders are exempted from paying an conditions does 

pect of the tenures. In other districts where either of these conditions does 

not obtain, they are usually assessed. 



1028 


[ 26 th November, 


Questions and Answers. 

By the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem : — 

LXI. 

“Wot (a) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

ib^registrarfl on 

(i) the number of District Sub-registrars who are oii'Qxtcnsion of. 

service; and 

(ii) in each case for how long they have been on extension ? 

(0) Is it a fact that under the rules now in force extensions are not 
granted to any officers unless the services of those officers are indispensable 
or are absolutely necessary in the interest of the public service ? 


Answer by the Ilon’ble Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ (a) (i) and (it)— 

(1) Rai Sahib Tarapada Ghosh — Has extension of service for three 
years fvoiu the Srd December, 1915. 

(2) Khan Sahib Sattar Baksh • — Has extension of service for one year 

from the 29th November, 1917. 

(3) Babu Tarak Nath Biswas — Has extension of scirvice for two j-eais 

from the 8th February, 1917. 

(b) The latest rule on the subject is contained in article 459 (b) of the 
Civil Service Regulations, as recently revised, which states that ollicers othei' 
than ministerial, who have attained tne age of 55 should ordinarily bo required 
to retire, and should not be retained in service excopt where unquestionable 
public grounds for retention exist, and there is no doubt as to the physical fil - 
ness of the officer.” 


By the Hon’ble Mauevi Abcl Kasem : — 

LX II. 

lecftBeof Will the Government be pleased to state the facts, in detail, of the case 

>kbui Ahmad, of Mokbul Ahmad, a respectable Muhammadan of the Kustia subdivision, 
who was convicted in the criminal court, and was engaged in clearing the 
jungle in the compound of the Sub-divisional Magistrate the same 
afternoon? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval : — 

“ Mokbul Ahmad was convicted on the 10th June, 1918, of theft by the 
Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Kushtia and sentenced to rigorous imprison- 
ment for 15 days. The conviction was upheld on appeal, and the High Court 
on a motion declined to interfere. He figured several times as an accused in 
criminal cases during the last two years and a case under section 211, T.P.C.. 
is still pending against him. 

It appears that the sentence was passed at about 1 p.m. on the 10th June. 
Mokbul Ahmad was taken to the court lock-up and thence at about 2 p.m, to 
the^ sub- jail which is close by. At about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the 
Deputy Superintendent of the sub-jail sent him to work with other prisoners 
to cl^r jungle (as is frequently done) in the compound of the Sub-divisionai 
Magistrate. He worked there’^for ateut an hour.” 
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Education Bill, 19/7, 

Mr. Kerr ; Bahu Burctulra Kath Hay. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3. 

The Hon’bi.e Mk. Kekk laid on the fnlil<> -i • 

i,,ro. i.ialion prwiusw] in hi« roply l.« ,iuc«li.i„ II l lo 



LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

THE BENG*AL PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL, 1917. 

”'i niov. d dial, f ill. Bt'iiirnl Priinarv 

hduoatMu H.U l.n^ he refern-d to a Select Uonnnittee cunsistinf? of the 

Ion hh, Si. Ndratan SaHvar. the Ilon’hle Mr. Arden-W , ih,. IJon’hle 

Hat Radha Cdiaran Pal Bahadur, the Hon’I.le Maulvi A. K Fa/l-u]-«!a<. (1 . 

,„.'bN, Bal.u Mnhondm Natl, Ray, th,- II„„'I,I„ Mr. (.'Vlallav , „ i in’ ' 

J '! Mr. Payn.>. tl.e Ilon’hle Ra’i Pri.ya Nath 

Mukharji Bahadur, and the mover, witli inatmelaonK tosubmil their report in 
tiiiK' lor Its prosentatton at tho Deceinher nieetiiif; of the Comieil. 

lie said : — 

• “My Lord, in Deeemher last wlimi I h.ad tlie hotiniir to iiilnKlue.e tlie 
liiinaiy pjduc.itton Bill in ^our I.ordship’s ('ouinul, nothing ^ave me ijreator 
pleasitre than tho vveleome it received from the mmnher in ehar/^e of the 
edticalion portfolio, Sir S. P. Sinha. ll.M-onsidered that it was a necessary 
and lon^rduo measure and oomtnended my Bill on hehalf of (h.vernment for 
the e.-irnost eonsiderat ion of the (Joutieil and the «ountry at l.arpe and lrust<>d 
that there will he a hurning desire on the part ofev(>ry one 1 o contrihul.e to 
the host of his capacity for the purpose of providing education for the | oor. 
ihe country has had an opportunity of giving its opinion on (he Bill, and it 
IS a matter of sincere satisfaction tome ami to those who are interi>steil in the 
siiread of primary education in the i>rovincc to know th;it the Bill has 
rciaiivcd almost the unanimous support of offiihals and non-oUicials. jaihlic 
iniinioipalif ien and district hoards and last hut not K'ast of tin* ( ’alcutl-a 
1 nivcrsity. There is oik? other fact wliich has struck me while 
I lirou^h the opinions which have hecn forwardo(l t.o us hy tlio Lc^^islati ve 
ih*})artme^nt, and it is this. The Muliaininadan Associations ihroii^lioiit the 
province have with one voice given the I>ill a In^arty, I may say an enthu- 
siastic, support. While approving of the principle of th('Jiill very valuable 
^^^ff^^^Htions have been received by Government as n^gards its detaih^l 
provisions. They will no doubt be duly considen*d by tlu5 members of the 
Select Committee. Some have sugg(^sted that tlu' Hill should be, so nuKiified 
as to extend its provisions to girls. To them 1 can only say let us profUHMl 
step by step. I shall first quote the opinions of sonui of tln^ municipaliti(;K 
because the Hill will principally affect them. In my own district, the district 
of the 24-Parganas, the Chairman of the Naihati municipality, an European 
gentleman, writes as follows to the Magistrate of the district : — 

The Commissioners concur with, the general principles of the Hill, 
^md do not think that tho iiK^asUre is likely to result in hanlship, in view of 
the safeguards provided in clauses 17 and 18, under which it is contempIat(5d 
that the payment of foes shall not be obhgatory in all cases and that primary 
education shall be given free of cliargc in any municipality where (Jommis- 
sioners may in their judgment impose an Education Cess witli the pre- 
vious sanction of Government, the revenue derived from it being ear-marked 
<^‘xclusively for this purpose.* 

The Majnstrate of 24-Pargana8 writes to tho Commissioner of the Presi- 
dency Division : — ‘ Tho Commissioners of the Garden Reach, Haruipore, 
Haranagore, Baduria and Kamarhati municipalities support tho Hill as it stands.* 

® Vide Appendix A. 
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The Bengal Primary Education Bill^ 1917, [ 26 th November, 

Babu Surendra Nath Hay, 

The Chairmen of Navadwip, Santipore, Ranaghat and Kustea municipalities 
intimate that the Commissioners of these municipalities are entirely in favour 
of free and compulsory primary education being introduced within the munici- 
palities as provided in tho Bill. The Chairman of the Krishnagore municipality, 
Rai Biswambhor Roy Bahadur, and the Vice-Chairman of the Bhatpara munici- 
pality, Rai kSyama Charan Bhattacharji Bahadur, both api)rove of the Bill. 
The municipalities of the Burdwan Division generally approve of tho provi- 
sions of the Bill. The Howrah municipality, under its able and enlightened 
Chairman, not only approves of the Bill but has expressed its willingness to 
impose an education cess, if necessary. The Commissioners of Bally, Hooghly- 
Chinsura and Serampore, Kutrung, Bansbaria and AramBkg municipalities all 
-support tho Bill. The opinion of the Chairman of the Champdani iiiuuici- 
pality approved of by tho other Commissioners of the municipality is as 
follows : — ‘ In my opinion tho Bill, if passed, would undoubtedly in time bo of 
the greatest advantage not only to the public but to tlu? country itself.’ The 
Chairman of the Uttarpara municipality, whom 1 am glad to see in this (Council 
to-day, in supporting the Bill says : ‘ The importance of mass education as a 
necessary factor in the political life of a nation has long been recognised,’ 
and he quotes the following passage from Mill’s treatise on ‘ Liberty:’ — ‘ Is it 
not almost a self-evident axiom that the State should require and compel the 
education up to a certain standard of every human being who is born its 
citizen ?’ The Chairman of the Burdwan municipality suggests that when tlu^ 
Primary Education Act is found to be working successfully within the urban 
areas, it may be extended to rural areas. Tho Commissioners of thc3 Rani- 
gunge municipality resolved at a special meeting that the provisions of tho 
Bill should bo adopted within the municipality. So also those of Kalna and 
Katwa, 

The Commissioners of the Midnapore municipality passed tlio following 
Resolution : — ‘ Tliat this municipality accords its complete support of thi‘ 
principles involved in the Bill and holds that the primary education should l)e 
compulsory and free, and while assuring the Government of coinphde co- 
operation, desires to lay stress on the fact that the income hitherto rc^oeived 
is completely oar-marked, and requests it may be apprised of the extent to 
which stat^-aid may be expected to enable the municipality to see how the 
balance, if any, is to be raised.’ In tho district of Midnapore the munici- 
pality of Ghatal thinks that there are no doubt many difficulties that might 
stand in the way of introducing compulsory primary education in the 
country. But there is no help for it. The masses should be raised at any 
cost from the depth of ignorance. Welfare of the people and the country 
demand that some beginning should be made in the direction. The Bill as 
framed will afford facility for paving gradually the way to the spread of 
primary education. Most of the other municipalities of the Midnapore 
district approve of the Bill. The municipalities of the districts of Birbhum 
and Bankura support the Bill. In the Dacca division, the Municipal 
Commissioners of tho Dacca municipality approve of tho Bill. It 1ms 
boon favourably received by the Municipal Commissioners of Narayan- 
ganj, who have passed a resolution that tho municipality will he glad to 
take advantage of the Bill, if passed into an Act, provided tho Govern- 
ment be pleased to contribute a reasonable share of the cost in that 
connection. Tho Commissioners of the Mymensingh municipality 
are unanimous in their opinion that primary education should be com- 
pulsory in tho municipality, and in approving of the general principles 
of tho Bill in the Rajshahi division, the Rampur-Boalia municipality 
accepts the principle and the main features of the Bill. The Commissioners 
of the Rangpur municipality are in full sympathy with the object of the Bill 
and they are of opinion that the Bill, after necessary amendments, should be 
passed by the Legislature into law. The Commissioners of the Bogra 
municipality think that there is no difference of opinion about the general 
principles of tho Bill. The Chairman of tho Pabna municipality says : * In 

my opinion the extensiort of primary education in all the municipalities in 
Bengal is a necessity.' Tho Commissioners of Darjeeling municipality are 
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The Bengal Primary Education Bill, 2917. 
Baku Sureruira Xdth Ray. 
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proviBions of 
iippiove, 
o Hill, 
approv'o 


of the Bill. 

In the Chittagong division the Munieipal CoininissionerH of (Chittagong 
are of opinion that primary education may be made compulsory proviiitnl 
no education cess is imposed upon municipal rate-payers, whereas those of 
Cox’s Bazar approve of its provisions. In the district of 'Fippi^ra in the 
(^handpur municipality the Commissioners resolved that the intrcMiuction of 
compulsory primary education within their municipality be approved, when^as 
the principle of compulsion and the t)OWer of levying additional education cess 
are generally appreciated. As regards th(^ Noakhali nuinicnj^ality, none of 
them raised any objection to legislation for the extmision of [irimary o imra- 
tion in all municipalities in Bengal. 

Having quoted the optnion of many of the municipaliti(*s ()f the Presi- 
dency, I shall now quote the o[)ini()ns of some of the Union Commit tei's. 
Your Lordship knows that it is sought to extcmd the ]u*ovisions of tin* Hill t o 
municipalities as well as to Union Committees. The ('hairman of the Kotal- 
j)ur Union Committee in the district of Hankura says: ‘ The labouring claHS(\s 
are most likely to improve and prosper by the spread of primary (‘duoation 
among them.’ • The Chairman of the Polashdanga Union (JornmittiM'i says : 
'The Primary Education Hill has been very judiciously ilrawn iij), and if steps 
be taken, according to the Hill, when it will be th(‘lavv of the (‘ountry t(> make 
primary education compulsory and fret* throughout Htuigal, th(*n a long-ltdt 
want will bo satisfied and the aim ol ])riniary (Mlucation will l^e Jully 
attained.’ The Chairman of the Hoh-pore Union ( loininitttM- in the distriet of 
Itirlihurn says: ‘ I perfectly agree with tlie general prineiph'H umli'rlying tlm 
Hill which, in my opinion, ought l.o hi* paused into law. 

I shall now quote only on(' paragraph Iroin the opinion of the C-orpora- 
tion of Calcutta : ‘ That tho Corporation api)rov(^ the pnneipli- of the Hengal 

Primary Education Hill, 1917, in so far as it seeks to make primary education 
compulsory.’ The Calcutta Corporation as well as the Indian Association 
suggest that there should he a Provim-ial Education Hoard to control the 
wholoof the primary education of the Presidency in so far as it .s geverned 
l)V this Bill. My Lord, it was for the eonslitution of this hi ueation 1 ciard tlnat 
J'movod a resolution ill Your Lordship’s (Jouiicil on the 4lh Septon.her I.Ui 
but i( was opposed not only by the ollicfals but also by a nuin 

non-official members, and at least two of t limn were also CommisHioners of tbe 
(Corporation of Calcutta, and I now lind tlieso mom )eiH suppoi 
couRtitution of an Education Hoard, probably suggcH.t i >y > 

Chairman. . . ... 

I shall now quote the opinions of some tho ■ f 

and district Magistrates and subdivisional officers as well as 
inspectors of schools who have to do so mueli with p 

the province. The Commissioner of the Presidency Livision saj . >. L 

municipalities are concerned, I sec no reason to oppot>i‘ i< . divi- 

misBioner of the Burdwan Division .writes : The mun.cipi, es^^<^^^^^^ 
sion generally approve the provisions of the lull. ' 1 :,,,^,. -ind it seerriH 
reluctant to impose taxation to meet the 



iJacca division writes : • J have consuii,eu .......... ians of lixial 

them tho municipalities and individual gentjemen 

importance in the division. ^ ?f,'".’‘conunission of the Kajshahi 
Bill 18 welcomed by almost all classes. im Knn-.f»fficial ooiniori is 

divUion ,p.aks (■''Sts 

Mr£lLSy.'*;ro’'think:''n,.t li.e cos. .-ill 

these fears. Mr. Ray has made a genuine attempt to 8oU,o a Uimcuit promem, 



1032 


The Bengal Primary Education Bill^ 19 17 , [ 26 th November, 

Bahu Surendra Nath Ray, 

and his liill deserves the most careful consideration. Its great merit is that 
it aims, not at improving the education of the literate classes, but at extend- 
ing (3lementary education to the illiterate classes. Bengal’s greatest need at 
the present time is to make a practical knowledge of the rudiments of 
reading, writing and arithmetic universal among the masses, and as quickly 
as possible. Without this, self-government will be government not by the 
people but l)y the demogogues of a bad type ; the people will be undone and 
Bengal will not take any appreciable part in the history of the world. I 
unreservedly accept the principle of free elementary education. Free 
education should be suited to the requirements of the masses who cannot 
afford to })ay and who will not ordinarily continue studies further. ’ 
The Oominissionor of the Chittagong division writes : ‘There is a general 
agreement to the provisions of the Bill. I am in entire agreement with 
the provisions of the Bill an 1 recommend that it may be passed into 
law.’ 

T shall now quote the opinion of some of the District Magistrates. The 
District Magistrate of the 24-Pargana8 says that the general desire is not to 
oppose the Bill but to extend it so as to suit local conditions. My own view 
is that the Bill should not be opposed. The District Magistrate of Nadia 
writes : ‘ Personally I am in favour of the Bill being passed as it stands,’ 
whereas that of Jessore says: ‘In my opinion the provisions of the Bill 
appear to bo good enough to begin with. ’ The Magistrate of Hooghly 
writes : ‘ On the whole I think the Bill might be accepted, and it is certainly 

a move in the right direction.’ The District Magistrate of Dacca says : ‘ The 

Bill is welcome by all classes and if passcMl into law there is gcx)d reason to 
hope that it may soon be brought into effect in some parts of the district, 
and seeing the benefits derived from it, the? n^sidents of other areas will 
gradually become eager to participate.’ Ho also says ‘ that opinion gen(M*ally 
is in favour of the Bill being made applicable to Union Committees.’ The 
Magistrate of Faridpur sees no objection to the introduction of the Act and 
observes that the safeguards appear to bo sufficient and it is an experiment 
which is worth a trial. The District Magistrate of Kangpur says ‘that there 
is a concensus of opinion both amongst official and non-official gentlemen 
and public and local bodies regarding the desirability of the passing of the 
proposed Bill into law. Personally. I am in full sympathy with the objc^cts 
of the Bill and consider that the draft Bill is suited for the attainments of 
tliese objects.’ The District Magistrate of Bogra considers that a Bill of this 
nature is now required and all thoseAvhom he consulted are agreed on the point. 
The District Magistrate of Pabna says that all whom he consulted supported 
the principle of the Bill, His own individual opinion was that on the exist- 
ing state of public feeling an Act of the kind has become a necessity. The 
Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling says : ‘ 1 am strongly in favour of 
the general principles (^f the Bill. The introduction of a measure of compul- 
sory education in the more advanced areas of the Presidency is long overdue 
an(l it is right that local bodies should be responsible for it, but the cost of 
compulsory education should, in my opinion, be met by a rate and no fees 
should bo charged.’ The Deputy Commissioner of Jalpaiguri thinks that from 
his own experience of the way in which municipal affairs in some municipa- 
lities are managed he considered that any measure calculated to raise the 
standard of education and intelligence amongst the inhabitants of the towns 
is a step in the right direction. 

In the Chittagong Division, the Magistrate of Tippera says that on the 
whole he is in entire agreement with the provisions of the Bill, whereas the 
Magistrate of Noakhali says that the public are generally in favour of the 
measure. 

I shall now quote the opinion of some of the district deputy inspectors of 
schools. It is they who are in charge of whatever primary education there is in 
the Presidency and their opinion is therefore valuable. The district deputy 
inspe^^r of schools of Rungpore observes : * It cannot be gainsaid that compul- 
sory ^ucation is the only means to uplift the masses of the people steeped in 
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iporance, and, as such, ,t should be mtroduod not only in municipalities but 
district board areas also. In my opinion, the provisions of the Bi l ofl“r 
sufficient safeguards to .any oppression on poor and in.ligent persons. t 
might have been argued that compulsion without exception would bring dis- 
tress to those who cannot depend on the earnings of l.oys of scluK.l-going age 

or who are not in a position to p.ay for books, p.a,vrs. etc., but in the face of 

clause 16 such an argument will not hold. 1 for one would like to see com- 
pulsory primary education intrcxluced in those areas also where Union Com- 
mittees have been established, along with tlie municipalities in view of tin' 

fact that in those places greater funds an'* available to lielp the introduction 

of the system .and that the surrounding people would then be able to realise its 
importance and necessity and thus like it. ’ The deputy inspector of schools 
of Bogra says : Ihe clauses of the Bill which aims .at the extension of 

primary education will serve the purpose for which they are intended and 
have no objectionable features in them.’ 


The district deputy inspector of schools of liiirdvvan is of opinion tliat tlu' 
provisions of the Bill have gviunaUy been most carefully and cautiously 
prepared and as such they may hr ])ass(‘d. As re^rards Inspectors of Schools, 
1 hnd that the Inspectors of Schools of the Rajshahi and ( Hilt ta^ro,,^ Divisions 
approve of the Bill in its present form, wluu-t^as that of lUirdvvan appn»ves of 
th(‘ Bill with certain moditieaiions. The Assistant Diri'ctor of Ihihlic 
Instruction for Muhammadan Education observes : 'As jL^eneral compulsion is 
not possible at present tlie choice of municipalities for the (experiment is wise/ 

Many of the subdi visional officers havi^ generally approvenl of tlu‘ provi- 
sions of the Bill. 


The British Indian Association su^^^ests that the scopt* of the Bill should 
lx; limited to the rnufassal municif)alities of the lVi‘siden(*y Tlw Bim^al 
Landhold(;rs’ Association ^\vr it Himr mitire support, d'ln^y (;ons[d(;r that in 
a province lik(5 Bengal primary (xlucation is a vital neoc^ssity for the (;h*va- 
tion both of the intellectual and social welfan^ of its p(x>j)h;. Tin; Noi-th 
Bengal Zarnindars' Association fully sympathisu; with the; object of the Bill 
and generally approve of the scheme as cemtained in tin; sami;. d'ln* Indian 
Association have given their whole-hearted sympathy with the obj(;ct8 and 
aims of the proposed Bill. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction that the Muhammadan AsHoctiations ol 
the province have with one voice expr(;ssed tlxar approval of tin; Bill. ()n<; 
of the Assex^iations suggests that the operation of tin; Act should b(; extended 
at once to Union Committees. Tin; Muhammadan Association of Rangpur 
fully approve of the Bill and would like to see it passed as soon as possible;. 
Ihe Provincial Muhammadan Asscjciation of Dacca ohserve's : ‘ Then; is no 
gainsaying the fact that illiteracy in this land is almost scandalous, and 
illiteracy among the Moslems is unfortunately more d(;plorabl(; than among 
2iny other coipmunity in India. It Ixung so, tin; priuciplo embodit;d in the 
Bill has the whole-hearted support of the Association.’ 

The Calcutta University agrees with the principh; of the Bill in so far 
as it aims at making primary education compulsory. Some gentlemen con- 
nected with Co-operative Credit Societies warmly welcome the Bill. A 
large number of non-official gentlemen were invited to give their opinion and 
they have done so. Tliey are generally in favour of the Bill, f shall quote 
only two of them. Maharaja Kshounish Chandra Roy Bahaclur of Nadia 
generally approves of the provisions of the Bill. Rev. Dr. Sutherland of 
Darjeeling observes : ‘ Such a iinxiest measure seems an excrdlent intrrKluction 
to some sort of compulsory primary education. The Bill. I hope, will sfKiri 
1)0 passed and action taken throughout Bengal. It will he a great thing to 
have a beginning made.’ 

If there have been in some instances — and they are few, very few — any 
note of dissent against the Bill it is on account of the poverty of the country. 
There a4re some who think that the country is too poor to afford to pay for , 
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primary education and they are against the imposition of an ‘ education 
cess ’ To them I can only say that I am fully aware of the poverty of the 
country and difficulties in the way of promoting education, specially among 
the masses. Without substantial help from Government the work of educa- 
tion, specially primary education, cannot spread. But we have got the example 
of the Bombay Government before us. As soon as the Bombay Primary 
Education Act came into operation the Governor in Council wisely announced 
in Council that substantial provision would be made in the Budget for carry- 
ing out the policy of introducing free and compulsory education in those 
municipalities proposing to take advantage of the new Act. 

We all know that primary education is one of the subjects to be included 
in the transferred subjects under the Reforms Scheme. It will then be the 
duty of the members of Councils to find out ways and means to make primary 
education a success in the country. I have already quoted the opinion of 
the Commissioner of the Rajshahi division. He is probably in a position to 
speak with greater authority than many of us because he is no other official 
than Mr. Samman, who was only the other day the Secretary in charge of the 
pjdncation Department of this Government. 1 cannot resist the temptation 
of quoting another portion from his letter to Government on the Bill, because, 
I think, he has clearly demonstrated and that within a few lines that the cost of 
introducing primary education in municipalities will not be prohibitive. 
This is what he says : ‘ AIT district gfficers support it (the Bill) except Mr. 
Lindsay, who thinks the cost will bo prohibitive. I do not share these fears. 
At the last census, boys between the ages of six and ten formed about 6*32 
per cent, of the total population, and according to the last report of Public 
Instruction in Bengal, lower primary education cost Rs. ^ per head a year. 
The cost of teaching all boys between the ages of six and ten the, rudiments of 
reading, writing and arithmetic should, therefore, not exceed Re. 1 for 
every fivi^ of the total population. This is about the cost of the village watch. 
Municipalities already spend more than a lakh of rupees a year on educjation 
of all sorts. With a population of less than two millions only four lakhs 
would be required for universal free education of boys between tlie ages 
noted. Idle difference of three lakhs represents an incidence of 2^ annas 
a head of the municipal population of Bengal, outside Calcutta.’ My Lord, 
there is a class of critics in this country who consider that primary education 
cannot be made compulsory in the country and as such the Bill ought not to 
be supported because the money necessary for the proper accommodation, 
proper equipment and proper staff would not be fortlicoming. There is an 
idea among some of the critics of the Bill that unless you have marble palaces 
for accommodation, mahogany chairs, tables and benches and a library with 
up-to-date standard books and Smith prizemen as teachers, primary education 
cannot and ought not to be introduced. They forget that the class of boys 
who will attend these schools live in huts and that if they read in a school 
which has a hut or couple of huts for accommodation they will not be worse 
oft' and they will not consider it infra dig. They lie and sit upon mats in 
their houses and it will not be beneath their position if they have to sit 
on mats in schools. The old Guru Mahasaya or the class of teachers who 
now form the teaching staff of the existing primary schools of the province 
will be sufficient. We do not want expensive board schools for boys for 
whom the Bill is intended. Theirs will be the short and simple accommodation 
and equipment for the poor. India has been a seat of learning from time 
immemorial. The Rishis of old never imparted their education in palaces. 
Naya, Sankh^m and Patanjal were taught in huts, on naked floors and amidst 
blank walls. Poor scIk/oI accommodation and poor school equipment nevc'r 
stood in the way of ourselves or our fathers from getting the benefits of 
education in our boyho(xl. There are primary schools at present in the whole 
of the province scattered over municipal as well as rural areas. There is an 
Education Committee attached to each district board. The result of passing 
of the Primary Education Bill will be practically to increase the number of 
such schools and to compel boys of school-going age residing within municipal 
areas and within Union Committees to attend schools. 
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These are, My Lord, the very cntics wlu. .ay in soasoa and out of .eason 

that self-povernmcnt cannot bo given to tin. l„d,an.s 

nneducated. But when an attempt is made lor i1h> sprea.l of i.rimary cHluca- 
eation in the country they fry to lay down certain ,inp„ssil,le conditions under 
winch alone they say primary education can and onglit to lie given. 

It is a matter of regret that primary educat ion lia.s not made tl.at pro- 
gress in British India which it has made in some ..f I h.' I ndian Si ates In 
ans^wer to my question T received tln^ following reply |V,-m the Commissioner 
of hcliifation, Jiaroda t^tato, only in August last : 


(1) that jirimary education is fret' and compulsorv in (he Haroda State 
(2) that the Stale hears all the expenses of such ciiucation. (;}) that it is 
compulsory in respect to both boys and girls ami ( I ' ilnit the stamlard 
ago of admission to schools under the compulsory Act is s.'V.m i-omplele 
years in the case of boys and girls, but that the ag,. I,,,- l,.aving sidiools is 
complete fourteen years for boys and Iwcdvc lor girls.' 

A similar rejdy has been i-eceivcd by nm rrom the idysore (lovernmonl. 
'I'he Si'crotary to the Education department of tlm M\>oiv (Jovernment has 
written to nu' as follows : — 


‘ Tlu^ introduction of tlic ( ^inipulsory K(lii(‘at ic >n sdn'ino liris l)(‘(‘n 
sanctioiuul in tln^ case of 288 cfuitrcs aiuUlit' sclioino is in full ojxn’ation in 
114 (^(‘ntrt's. 1 ^’iinary (MliKaation is fn‘(‘ in all I In' ( itocrnnH'nt schools, liut 
small C!Ontril)Ulions from th(^ \'illag(‘rs an* h^vicil in the case of village aich^l 
schools,’ 


4 dnn‘e ar(» Honu* who consifhn- that j>rimary education should iirst h<* on a 
\’ol u n t a ry 1 )a sis, t hat tli(‘i*(Mnu st 1 M-' sullicituit numiK'r of schools in the provonct*- 
I'cforc th(‘ compulsory systcun is soULiht to he introduced. | lliink if th<*y 
caiad ully go t hroiigli th(' provisions of clausf‘s and 1 of my Hill they wifi 
tind that, wlienuis it is sought to invest Munic'iial dommissionm-s with power 
to d(‘claia' primary ('ducation (compulsory within i h(‘ municij)ality or any part 
tlim-eof und(M* clause 8 of the Hill, claust* 1 (►!' the Hill expressly lays down 
tliat no such notification can lx* issmxl unlet^s tin* (Joinmissioin'is hav(* made 
siieh ])rovisi()n as the Local (i overnnu'nt consider necessary an<l suHieifuit, for 
the j)i'imary education of all childivn within the area nH*nti(»ned in tin* nefifi- 
cation ff^r whom smdi education would he (xunpulsoiv on tin* issue of 
such notification. It will th(*refoie he seen that not en]\' tin* Municipal 
( aanmissione.rs will hava^ to take nec(*ssary stc'j's ]>i'o\ud(' schools and make 
other provisions foi' primaiy (‘d negation of hoys hiit that tln*y should satisfy 
(lovtu'nmenl that this has hecn dom% ami it is only when <h)V(*rnmcnt are 
satisfied that the notification (unpow(*ring Municipal ( 'ommissiomu's to d(Mdar<‘ 
primary (‘(Jucat ion Cfjinpulsory shall l>e issu<‘d II you h*av(^ tlnr matt<u- of 
primary education to the voluntary systcun it will never spread, it will nevei' 
prosper. It has not done so in any country ami it (aannot he (*xj)ect(xl to <lo so 
in India. J find that the number of tlcSf' under c*leimmlary (‘d u(.*atir>n in 
Ilai’odti has risen greatly since comfiulsion wasiniro lm* d and now stands 
at \2 per cent, of the p(3pulation. 

That th(3 Government of India have been taking a sima vf* interest in the 
primary education of the country is well known to (^vany body. ^ In kehruary 
lhl8, in of)cning the Imperial Legishatixf* Conned, His Kxcfdlency the 
^ iceroy said : — ‘ Of education at the otlnu’ end of t in' scale of primary odu- 
cati(3n — I made 80111(3 mention in addressing you last S(*))i(*nilmr. I said that 
were agree 1 that a definite advance must Ix^ mad(^ in this spheia*, and it 
was only the fact that there were other connectixl prohh*ms awaiting srJution 
which prevented iny giving an indication ol tln^ policy which wo liad in \ lew 
^^u this most iiuportant question. The support (»f primary (xliication is a 
function of local bodies and its extension is, in tin* main, an operation of 
finance. While, tlierefore, the future powers of local bodies and the future 
relations of local, provincial and Imperial finance are still undetermined, 
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It ia, as j’ou will readily understand, a matter of no small difficulty to sot forth 
a definite policy of future development for our primary schools, and it will 
1)0 necessary lor us to wait a little longer before we can take definite steps 
for tlie realization of sucli a policy. In the meantime, we have deter- 
mined to place no obstacle in the way of such local h^gislatures as may 
decide on any reasonable measures to forward the same end, whetlier those 
ar(* th(* precise'- measures wliicli w(‘ would ourselves be prepared to initiate 
or not. The last few months have accordingly seen the first beginnings 
of h^gislation to allow ol* coiii|)ulsory education in this country. A private 
Hill has been introduced and passed into Law to admit of the adoption 
of compulsion by district, municipalities in Bombay. Arrangements have 
been made for the intro luction of similar Hills in Bengal, and in Bihar and 
(Orissa. Tlie Punjab Government has drafted a Bill dealing with the same 
subject oti compreliensi ve linos and has published it for criticism. 
I nec'd hardly say that T shall vvaich with deep interest the use which 
local bodi(^s make of tln^ pow(‘rs cu)nferrtMl upon I hem by measures of this 
description.’ 

Th(‘ Industrial Commission have recommended universial primai*y edu- 
cation in India. 

My Lord, we are now passing through a (*ritical period in the history 
of our country. The dawn of a n(‘w ('ra is breaking. Industrial devolop- 
numt and popular (Mlucation will bring about- a states of things which it is 
the dtisire of tin* best well wishers of the country to effect, and whicdi they are 
striving to attain. There is a ciy to elevate th(‘- depri'ssed classes and I nt'cd 
hardly say that tliis cum be douo only by edu(‘-ating them. Lord (Jlndinsfonl 
and the Right llon’l)h‘ tlie Seen'tary of State have justly said in theR(^])ort on 
Indian Constitut ional R(dorms : ‘ Tli(‘-re is an immense work of ('du(‘ation tol)e 

done throughout the (*ountrysid(*. Kverything that t(uids to waken the Indian 
raiyat’s intelligence, that h(dj)s him to hv an imh'pendent sel t-d(ai‘rmining 
man, everything that br(\aks down thi^ barriers b(^t,woen coii’munitii's and 
makes men rc'gard each other as neighbours, and not as tlu^ wearers of some 
caste or creed insignia, hastens on the day wlnm stdf-government within the 
Kinx^i^'f’ will be attained. All this is work that the (ulucated Indian can and 
ouglit to undertake.’ 

The reasons and arguments that I have had the lionour io lay bc'fore 
Your l<lxcellom‘y and tin' Mtiinlau's of this Council, I believi^ must havc^ 
brought conviction to their minds as to tint vast importance of educating the 
masses of the j)(K)plo, for in education alone lie the germs of the ju’ogress and 
advancement of a country in its political, economic and social spheres. It is 
this advancHunent that I hav(' sought to bring about by the introduction of 
this Bill and it remains for Your Kxcellenc'y to give life and animation to the 
scheme and to make the country you have the honour of governing a power 
in the world.” 

The Hon’blo Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

“ My Lord, I rise to add my humble voice to the general chorus of 
approval that has l)eeii given to the Bill introduced in this Council by the 
Hon’ble Babu Surondra Natli Ray. The special reason why I wish to speak 
is, that this Bill interests the members of iny community more than that of 
others, and that the general approval which Muhammadans of all shades of 
opinion — those who are ix)litically minded and those who are not — have 
accorded to it slnnvs that there is a great demand for the introfiuctioii of a 
measure lik(? this among Muhammadans. Some time ago when my friend 
the Hon’blo Maulvi Fazl-ul Huq tried to introduce a Bill in this Council for 
the levy of an Education Cess on Muhammadans, and although it was 
received sympathetically by Your Excellency’s government, the Bill could 
not be introduced owung to the opposition of the Government of India. 1 
believe, my Lord, that the introduction of this Bill will, to some extent, 
satisfy the demand made and will do the work whicli was intended that we 
would be able to do by the imposition of an Education Cess. I only wish to 
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sulunit to Your Lxcelloncy r govt'rninont that so fai' as t lie MuhainiiiadniiR in 
treiioral are concerned, the extension of the provisions of thi' Ih'll lo niuni- 
eipalities only— of course it will he of sonn advantaf^e to have it extended to 
some municipalities — will not he of luueh use uidess it can he extemh'd to 
rural areas, and I hope tliat the Select ( ^unmittee will lake the matter into 
consideration and will sec their way to extend it to rural areas in the near 
future. With these few words, I support lhe<notion.” 

'I'lm Ilon’hle Mr. Wokusworth said : — 

“My Lord, 1 hav(' only to say on hehalf of (iovernmeiil that (lovernmeiit 
ai'e airrei'ahh' to the reference of I In; IJill lo .Sideet t’ommillee. In Clommilti'e 
i-ertain sujjtfc'stions will ho put forward on hehalf of (lovernmenl and it will 
he n(H,*oSsary also to consider many suj^fjfesl ions maih' liy I he frmit.lemen .and 
puhlie boditiS to whom the Bill had heen eiiamlaled for opinion. Many ol 
l,lies(^ 8upfi.festions are of so dr'tailed a nature ih.al- llu'y can host he (amsidered 
across the table «in Committee, ;il l(>asl in the lirsi instance. ;ind of such 
imiiortance that tludr inclusion in the Bill would (lonsider.ahly modify t he 
principle on which t he Bill is based. For l hesc reasons ( io\ ernment pro))ose 
lo offer no further ohserv.ations now, ami to resi'rve I hi' detinilion ol its 
attitude until a later stage.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to 


LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. e- 

THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT No. 2) BILL, 

1918. 

The Ilon’hle Mi:. Ci’mmino moved that the lh'ng:d 'reminey {Amend- 
ment No. 2) Bill, 1918. he referred to a Select (loinmitlee eoiisistiiig 

of the Ilon’hle Mr. Kerr, the Ilon’hle Mr. tlie 

Mr. Duval, the Hon’hle Uai Friya N.ath Mukharji Bahadur t he I Ion hie 
Mr. Altai Ali, the Hon’hle Khan Sahih Aman Ah. the lion hie Mr. 1. L. 
Mitter, tin* IJon'l.le Bai Sri Nath Ihay B.ahadur. and the mover, with inst rue- 
lions to submit their report in lime for its jiresentation :il the Deeemher 
melting of the Council. 


H(‘ said : — 

“ Your Excellency, opinions have been n ceived on th<< Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment No. 2) Bill, 1918, which was mlrolueed m this Louneil '" duly 
last, and the next stage would n.aturally he that ihes'' opinions s i u ( 
considered in Select (Committee. 1 therefore heg to move this motion. 


The Ilon’hle KuMAi: Stiiit Shkkuaiirsvvai: Kay s.aid : 

“My Lord, this is another iiatchwork amendment, of the Bengal 
Act within the year. When the first one was brought before the louse. 

1 objected to this sort of patchwork legislation. 1 lo cng.i ^ j 
i-equires a thorough overhauling to secure a harmmnons " 

mutual iindorHtaHding l)etweGn t he landlords and tli(» ten. in h. . , j 

»ith grave oo„.c™, only ...ol, .•.....■n.ln,. .,.. .nro l...,ng I. r ...gl.' . pO 

I'eloro the Council, wliiol. are only '.''‘''.if' ll.' tlll( If, J 

grudge thorn their gO(xl fortune, but 1 niont nHpectlu > i > and 

ef preferential ti-eatnicnt cannot hut engender a .i- r miKUnder- 

resontment in us, and in the long run must ‘ 

standing and distrust between the two great connnuni le 

land, fiut let mo hope, My Lord, that before t^^ 

something will be done to foster a more pleasant .elationship between - 

zamindar and his raiyat. 
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I now turn to the pi'opoBod legislation before the House. It involves 
two important qaestions. Fmst it imposes a further reduction on the right 
of contract of the people, a right whicli is an essential factor in the econornic 
development of our lands. Secondly, it proposes to carry a retrospective 
elfect along with it to the uttco* disregard of the interests of the people who 
based their land transactions on dfKunnents hitherto held valid by High Court 
rulings It was on t.lu^ grounds of public policy that in 1885, the freedom of 
contract as to rents and otlun* incidents of tenancy, was taken away from tlu^ 
raiyats. It is on tlie same grounds again, that further restrictions on the right 
of (contracts as to cesses, arc* being im{)Osed. ‘ On grounds of public policy ’ 
is a very convenient ])hrase as it saves agooddeal of explanation and furnishes 
an (^xceih'nt cover against unj)leasant criticisms. But I cannot help nunarkmg 
that tin* restrictions imposed in 1885 are primarily responsible for our apathy 
towards the agricultural dcivcdopnunit of our lands. Who would care to 
invest capital on land improveunents, when no agrcHunent betwetni him and 
his raiyat as to t.lu' returns on his outlay, could be valid in the (‘yes of the law ^ 
My Lord, after an (‘.xp(‘-rien(*-(‘ of 35 years, we (^xpe(d.ed th?tt t he riovernmcmt 
would realizes t he disastrous economic consequences of curtailing the freedom 
of contract, and that ther<‘. would be a change in the angle of vision 
regarding the matter ; but instead I find that Government is bent on 
perpetuating its policy by exUmding the restrictions to contracts regarding 
cesses. 

'Idle other matter invoho'd in this legislation is ratlmr serious. I moan 
the question of giving a r(^trospf‘cti vt*. (effect to its operation. I wonder the* 
unfairne.ss of th(^ whole* thing was not apparent to the learned franu'rs of tin* 
Bill. It is lik(‘. punishing the peoph^ for the blunder of the official law- 
scribes of 1885. Ilow can tin* Government S(*t at naught, by iho st roke of 
of a ])en, a claim which was hotly coiitestc^d in tin*- highest court of tin* land 
and allowc^d. My lawd, what(‘V(‘r the all-])ow(*rful Executive* might think 
of a pcoph^s' right, British »Ius<Jce does not fail us. L(‘t me r(*ad what iIk* 
llon’ble Judges of the High CJourt say on the subject, in tlu'ir notes dat(Ml tin* 
5th August 1918 : — ' Eetros} ectivo operation of the secticui would also efieci 
persons wdio have dc‘alt with ])roperti(‘s on the basis of contracts which hav(‘ 
hitherto been declared valid by courts of law.’ 

After this, 1 think I may safely hope that the S(de(*t Committee would 
set the matter right. 

Then, my Lord, there is another little matter to which a passing reference 
should be made. I refer to paragraph 3 of the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, which says that this h-gislation will not affect permanent leases. 
But it is not so. SindJon 179 of the B(mgal Tenancy Act on which this 
statement is based does not aj)ply to permanent leases created before the said 
Act came into operation. Then* is also m^ saving clause regarding, contracts 
by rent-free holders. ( think that these defects should be remov(3d by clear 
and unambiguous provisions in the law.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, refei ring to tln^ remarks of the Hon’ble Member regarcling 
certain details of the Bill, I can give him every assurance that the points 
which ho has mentioned will receive due attention. Possibly in some of 
them ho will find that then* is a misapprehension which I trust we shall hv 
able to reiiKwe. As regards the main question, namely, that this is a piecemeal 
legislation, of course' that cannoL be denied. No one is more conscious tlian 
I am and the Bengal Government too, that before any large change in the 
Tenancy Act bo affected, it will bo necessary to have another Rent Law 
Commission. Until such a thing can be completed, we can only carry out 
changes, as we find it necessary to do so.” 

The motion was then put*and agreed to. 



1918 *] The Calcutta HacJcney- Carriage Bill^ 1918, 1039 

Mr, O' Malle ij ; Itai Eadha ChanDi Pal Bahadur, 

the CALCUTTA HACKNEY-CARRIAGE BILL, 1918. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 6. 

I'lio Hoii’blo Mu. O’I^Iauley ni(n t*(l that tli(‘ Kri^ort of tln' (’omniittoo 

on tlio C'alcutta Hackney-carria^(‘ Hill, lOlS, ho takini into c-onsidoration. 


Ho Baid : — 

‘‘My tlio most iini^orlant (jiU'stioii wliioli arist's out of tho ro]>ort 

of t he Soloct Counnitti'o is \vliotli(‘r oontrol ^liould l»o transjorn'd l(> i lio 
( ^HniiuBsiomM* of Holico or rtMiiain with tln^ Corporation, d’lds (pn'stion is 

d(*alt with in t.ho motion about to br movod by llm Ilon’bk' Ivai Hadiia 

Cliaraii Pal Bahadur to whicdi I shall reply on ladialf of (i ovt‘rnment. I hopt^ 
tiioi/to (3Xplain tho attitudo of Covmaiiinmt towards tin' proposal for transfer.” 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

The Hon’blo Rai Radii a (hi AUAN Rad Haiiaduk movcHl, b\ way of 

anumdmont-, that t lu'. Hill, as aimmded by tin' ScdetM (^anmiitee, with tin' 

Report of the Select Committets be n‘])ublished . 


lb' said : — 

“ My Lord, my object in movinpf this amendment is this ; that tln^ Hdl as 
oriciuallv pnblislKHl and wliicli was c-ii;culal.'.l lo pul.iic Is.di.'s and local 
•uithoritios conucruBd, f«>’ I'll"''’ '">P'''’'*'‘"' 

i.iovisioii. r.iat, the adininist ration of the Hael<ne.v-earriat'e l)ei>arlment he 
ransferred from the Corporation to the Commissioner ol 1 oliee. On this 
noint the puhlie bodies who were invited to ^nve their yn.us on Mie 
Inmdnal Ibll had no opimrtnnity t o express 1 h, nr oi.mmn nor had t he nmmei- 
palities eoncerned. Of course, Sir, 1 am a war • t lal the t wo piiMie bodies, 
n-unelv the I’.enj?al Chamber of (dommeree and. 1 ..rlieve. i he ( .deiitta hades 
Association, and also the < '->n-rano., by a l,are niajonbv-. hi J 
ihe case of the Corporation came Irom the ( liairmaii fii st.—.ijrieei to 
the transfer of tlie administration of i lie Hackney-earriafre 1 Oi.ari men, t o 
the Commissioner of Police; the Corporation niakm>r P •'> «P!'«'^'> 
that as a im> cjuo the Calcutta Fire Priffade should ‘ 

On that, condition they consented to the proposal. 1 lim.k, ’"-y I* ^ 

is a most fundamental chanse in the Pill and i herelore I Ins bill s loubl 1.. 

republisiied.'and thai, the opinions of the public bodi.is and nmmeipahties con- 
cerned should be invited oft this most im|iortaiit point. 

'I'he ilon’blc Mu. O’Mai.i.ky said •, ,■ .i i r., 

“Mv Lord in reply to this motion I may remind the oui.cl 
time thh has a’liLly been under ^ 

passed in 1891, and since then varu.us proposals had l em^^^ln^ 

from time to time with the object ol » '-y ' ' V snchal Coiii- 

in Cnlcutta. Kvmntually the Calcutta t heir' proposals were 

mittee in 1910 to consider the whole question In ^ 

submitted to Giwmrnment with a 

amended so as to ensure 7, yosds of the Corporation were freiierally 

monts to be made in it. Ihe piopos. was- prepared ami sent to the 

accepted by Covernment, JA bruary 1913. asking 

Corporation for tneir views in 191- p,.;',,. and sucffcstions almost all of 

for tho acceptance of certain ‘^777y7,;trrm . the Com.qissioncr 

which were agreed to by Government. I • _ i) should be traiis- 

of proposed that the^ f^ u,,,,. ,i,ey 

ferred to his control. The Corporation ,i,.,,n,,ed. Further alterations 

were opposed to the proposal rdi was at last introduced in Council 

and additions were made in tho Bill, 7*' ^ ‘j ^ Select Committee 
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ineaisuro wa« necoBsary. A new consolidating’ and amending Bill was 
then drawn u]), in accordance with the suggestions of the Select Committee, 
(unbo lying th(‘ j)roviHions of the former Bill as well as other modifications 
which wr'vc founvl necessary. The Bill, which is now before Council, was 
f'vontually introduced in February 1918. 

It is now (Ught years sinc(^ the special Committee of the Corporation dealt 
with tlie question of improving the Hackney-Carriage service and it cannot 
b(‘. said tliat then', has been precipitate haste over this legislation. If the 
Bill was r(q)ublish(Hl, then* would be still further delay without any corros- 
pcniding advantage. It cannot be said that the question of the transfer of 
tlic‘ control to tb(i Police is anew one; it has been under discussion from 
tiin(‘ to tiiiH’i for tin'- last eight yi^ars. It ijas been more recently considered 
by the Corporal ion aiid th(^ Commissioner of Police. It has been specially 
d(‘alt witli by diherent public bodices in giving their opinions on the Bill. If 
tln^ Bill w(‘r(‘ to be njpublished, it would only enable any one who wished to 
do so to volunteer his vic^ws on its ))rovisions. There would be no circulation 
of tlni Bill to the difierent local bodies or associations ; and the practical 
etfcci would 1)0 to postpone still further the enactment of a measure which 
lias b(^(m ponding for eight years. 1 would therefore deprecate further delay 
and urge that th(^ question be settled in Council without republishing the 
Bill.” 


The Hon’ble Bai Kadha (Tiakan Pal Bahaduk said : — 

“My Lord, I am fully awari' of the history of this measure as described 
by th(' lion’bh* Mr. O’Malley ; but my Lord, if the Bill as originally drafted and 
placed b('for(‘ th(‘ Council in 1910, and considered by the Select Committee, 
liad b(Hui Ixd’ore us, and if the original Bill as introduced before it was com- 
mittc^l to t h(^ S(‘l(^ct Committ('e had betui before us with other amendnifuits 
without, this fundamental change involving tin', transfer of the administration 
eti bloc from tlie O)r])oration to the Commissiom'r of Police th(U*(^ 
would have b(*en no necessity for moving for the re-publication of the Bill. 
Thi' lion’bh' Mc'inber is well awari' that tliis most important proposal was not 
in tlu‘ original Bill wdiich was published in the Calcutta (Jazetic, and on 
which (doviu-nment invittMl the opinion of the ])ublic bfxlicjs and the muni- 
citialitii's concerned. The lloti’ble ]\Iember has stated that the Ccanmissioner 
of Polic(‘ had been asking for the transfer of the administration of tlu' 
Hackney-Carriage Department from the Cor[)oratioii into his own hands. 
The (h)rporation was ojiposed to it ; but, of course, the Corporation, consti- 
tut('d as it, is, can easily change its views by a bare majority and I believe I 
shall not be far wrong if I say by the casting vote of the Chairman. 
As this is a radical amendment of the. Bill, I think this Bill should be 
r(^]niblished. My original motion as 1 sent it to the Legislative kSecrotary, 
suggested, that the Bill should be republished and circulated to the public 
boclies and local authorit it's for an expression of their opinion on the proposal to 
transfer the administration of the Hackney-fkarriago Department from the 
Corporation to the Commissioner of Police. I understand that there are *8ome 
technical difliculties in moving the amendment in that way according to 
Kill es. This amendment has been put in this shape under the advice of 
higher authorities ; but my main object is to have public opinion on this 
subjec t. The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley says that even if I he Bill is republished, 
it will not b(^ circulated to ]uiblic bodies — if I understood him aright. Idonot 
think, my Lord, that Oovernment should assume such an attitude. If the 
Council consents to the re-publication of the Bill, there will be no loss to 
Government if the attention of the public bodies and local authorities con- 
cerned is drawn to the important change and their opinion asked for. I do 
not think it will involve much clerical work in the office of the Hon’ble 
Mr. O’Mallej’, it will take only half a minute to obtain the Secretary’s or the 
Under-Secretary’s signature to it. On these grounds, my Lord, I would press 
my motion. I reserve my remarks on the merits of the question in connection 
with further amendments.” 
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The motion was then put to tho vot^ ni.l n • 
following result ^ with tlu, 


Ayed — 16. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Amiiiur Haliiiian. 

„ n Kuja Hrialiikesh Laliu, c.x.a. 

„ ,, Mr. Provasti Cliander Mitter. 

„ ,, Sir Deba Praaad Snrbadhikan, Kt., 

C.I.K. 

,, „ Rai Hadha Cbaraii Pal Bahadur. 

„ M Abdiilla-al-Maiiiun {Sulirawuidv. 

,, Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

„ n Mr. M. .Afliiraf AIi Khau (’liaudhun. 

,, », Maulvi A. K. Kazl-ul-Iiaq. 

„ Ti Khan Sahib Airiuii All. 

„ „ Babu-Bhabendra Chaiulra liny. 

V n Rai Bri Naih Ray Bahadut. 

„ ‘ ,, Rid Mahondra Chandra Mitra 

Bahadur. 

„ ,, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

M n Kiflliori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

M »i n Ainbika Cliaran Mazuindat . 


SofK — 2 S. 


Th« H, 


bit- 


Sir Ileiirs \VluH*lt*r, K.r.i k., r.s i. 

Mr. J. (i. Cumin I n^, <• s i., c. i.k. 

Mr J 11. Kerr, r.s.i . r.i.L 

.Mr. L J Stfveiia<)n-Moi>rv. i v o. 

Maj(M-(h‘neral. \V. U, , . |iohi,m.m, 

^ H. *I.M.s 

Ml. J. Donald. ( .l.K. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley 
Ml. 11. P. Du\ al. 1 

*Mr. M. Me.Mpm 
Mr. 1* . A. A Cow lo \ . 

Ml \\ . ( '. W’ ordswi >rl M 
Ml. P (’, Pa\ no. 

Ml. S. (i. Halt 

Rai Pnya Nath .Mukliai ,i Paliudui, 

I H.O. 

Sil Rajendia Nath .Mookei' jor, Kt'.'.ic. 
Mi. j .\l acken/je, o h.k. 

Ml II. 11 Ardt'ii - \\’oo<l. ( . 1.1 
Iliibii Siv Narain Muklniiji 
Ivumai Sliil) Shok han-Hw ai Ras 
Mr. .Aiiin Chandiu Sin^dia 
.Mr. F \V. ( ai ln , ( ,i k. , c.ii . k 
M l \\’ S Crum, ») II K. 

Ml. F n Fden 


I lio following inoiiiljor iTbsiuuKnJ 1 roiu voting : — 
The Hon’l)le H.abu Muhendra Nath Hay, (M.i;. 


The following members w(.“re absf'til. : — 


The 


J 1 


I J 

I I 
n 

7 7 

n 

n 

1 ) 


Hun Mt‘ 8ii- Hijay ( ’liand Mahtab, k.c.s.i., K.t.i.K., i.o.m., 

Maliarajadhiraja lialiadur of Hurdwan. 
n Mr. C. H. Jiornpa.^, c.s. i. 

,, Nawab Jialiadur oi M ii rs|j ida bad , A irii r-ii l-( )m rab . 

K.C.S.I.. K.(\V.O. 

,, Sir Nilratan Sarkar^ Kt. 

,, Mr. J. W. lIuly-IIutcliinRun. 

,, Babu Brojendra Kisbur Hay ( ’baudli uri. 

M Bai Deborider Cbiinder (jibuso Babadur. 

Mr. G. A. Bayl(\v. 

M Mr. H. K. A. Irvviii^ c.i.k. 

M Altaf AIi. 

,, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

J, Mr. K. B. Dutt. 


i he Ayes boin^^ 16 and ^.he Nt)ok 23, tin* motion was lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

Hon'ble Rai Kadha Chahan Bai. Bahadur m<n(^d. liy way of 
mendment, that the Bill as amended by the S«dect Committee, be recom- 
mitted to the Select Committee for modification of the Bill so as to provide 
the retention by the Corporation of Calcutta of their control over hackney- 
iri iages, and for that purpose to amend clau.ses 6, 7, 17(2)^ 30 (2), and other 
Causes of the Bill. 
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Ho 8aid : — 

“ My Lord, in this connection I have to acquaint the Council with the 
history of this legislation : it is, indeed, well known to some of the members of 
this House. It was in 1864 that the first Act was i)a88od called ‘ the Hackney- 
carriage Act ’ to restrain the (^xtortion of native livery-stable keepers, to 
provide a regulate I scale of fares and otherwisci to jilace the relations of the 
carriage-hiring community and the owners and drivers of gharries on a satis- 
factory footing, 'rhen, in 1878, an amending Act was passed, authorizing the 
local Government to place tlie administration of the Hackney-carriage Act 
under the control of the Corporation of Calcutta : I hat is to say, from 1864 
to 1878, the administration of the Hackney-carriage Department was under 
th(^ (Commissioner of Police ; but in 1878 an amending measure whicli is 
ordinarily called Mr. lleynobrs measure was . introduced. ft autliorized 
tlu‘ Local G ovtn'ninent to transfer at its discretion tln^ admiiiisti*ation of 
the. Hackiu\v-carriage Department from tin* Commissioner of Police to the 
Corporation of Calcutta. My Lord, that was merely the power of delega- 
tion that was vestc‘d uinhu* that Act in the Locral Government, and tin* 
Local Government, in cxercisi^ of their povv(*r, transf( 3 rred the administration 
of that departmcmt to the (Jorporation in 1878, and from 1878 to 1891 the 
Coi'poratidn administered ihe (b'partment umhu* th(3 delegated authority of tin* 
L(X3al (j!ov(3rnnumt. In 1891 a Dill was inti’oducevl, on tin*. re]-resentation of 
the C/()r|)oration, asking for scun^ral modifications of tlu^ Act of 1878 with a 
view to more ellicient administration of the Hackney-carriage Department. 

In introducing this Bill, tin' Hond)lo Mr. Cotton observed : — 

‘ Munici])al CJommissioners of (kilcutta, i-esponding to the public 

sentiment on the subj(H*t, took the matter into their considcuaition last 
autumn, and appoint(‘d a Committee*, to eiKjuiri* into tin* working of tin* Act 
and to sugg(3st amendments. In this ('ommitt(^e, tin* beading memb(*rs were 
two repr(*sentativ(*s of tln^ 1'rades Association — Mr. Phedps and Mr. Ibunfry — 
and it is to those* gentlemen in particular, as vv(dl as t.o the (Jommiltec* in 
general, that the thanks of the Calcutta community ai*(* duo for working out 
a H(*heme to im])rove the working of the hackney-carriage services of Calcutta. 
ddn3 Committee sat S(*v(*ral tinu'S and their rt‘port was laid bt*for(* this 
Government on the 3()tb of March last. Tlnnr i'(H;ommendation was that 
l(3gislation should bv^ r(*sorteil to and that- fnrtin*!' ])()W(n*s should bo given to 
the (]orj)Orati< 'll to carry out the objects of tin* Act. It was lV‘lt by the 
Government that it was very necessary to assist and encourage^ the (Jorpora- 
rion in their praiseworthy endeavours to improve tln^ administration of the* 
hackney-carriage service, and no time was lost therefore in prejiaring a (draft 
measure and in obtaining th(3 ]un*mission of the Government of India to 
intrixluce it into this Council.' 

Further in another part of bis speech, he said : — 

‘ That Act Mr. Reynolds’ Act) empowered the Local Goverment to 
make an order authorizing the Corporation to exercise the powers exorcised 
by the Commissioner of Police, and under that law the necessary ordei* was 
passed ; and since 1878 the registering office and the administration of the 
Hackney-carriage Act have been transferred from the Commissioner (^f 
Police to the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta.’ 

Then, my Lord, he said The first of the changes eHected under the 
new Hill is to lay down that the working of the Act is to bo entirely 
under the control of the Corporation of Calcutta.’ 

My Lord, I nc^ed not tire the (Jouncil by quoting the opinions of Govern- 
ment and of Idle public holies concerned on the labours ^ind untiring efforts 
of the Corporation of Calcutta to inifirove the hackney-carriage service, but 
it will be seen from the speech of the Hon’ble Mr. Colton, who was the 
Member in charge of the Bill, that Government was so fully satisfied with the 
working of the Hackney-carriage Act by the Corporation, that they not only 
amended the Act of 1878 with a view to place the entire working under them, 
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not by a mere delegation froiniH,lie Local GovtM-nin.u.t l..o „ .. ' r • . 

conferred upon them statutory authority to control th\ ;ulm'niHTnPio'/ofTh.' 
„f ,.,trcBre»»i„„. Ti,„ Ho„'i,u, M,-. cou.„„ 


training oJ bye-laws. The bye-laws usd to bo IVa.nocl b th 
H i^y "H*-LocalGovonnnont, ; but .Mr. 

that the bve-laws wonl. 1... i j i .. .i >■ . .. 


thing was the fraining of bye-laws. ^'I'ed that 

(Commissioner 

Cotton stated that the bye-laws would be framed by the Municipal Com- 
nussioners of Ca cutta subject to the approval of the Local Cevornmont. 

Lord, those were the two important changes made in 1891 In 
1891 these important changes were made lo enoouragr,. ^ popular body to 

discharge the duties much more zealously ; uml ill l!US n is pronosed to 

go back to the old system— to take away the powers whioli tliev possessed ami 
which they exercised so efficiently— with a view to resloiv the om-maii rule 
because the Commissioner of Polices has for some years been trying to -ret 
that power; and he has however succeedeil now in gelting ii althoiigh 
Governniont has not jmt expressed any decided opinion on ( h(> subject Look 
at that picture and this lucture. I lind on looking througli the list of I rans- 
ferrod and reserved subjects in the ( dielnisfor l-.Montagu scheme I hal the 
administration of the Hackney -carriagi' Department is included j,, the list of 
transferred subjects. Well, in the face of that and in I he lace of the improve- 
ments that have been made by the Municipal Commissioners. I do not think 
that this should be transferred back to the Coinmissionm- of I'olme- 

liieii, my Lord, in 1914 tin* Corporation did not ag'ree, in 1918, the 
Corjioration as constituti'd at jiresi'iit. is of sutdi a chaimdeon idiaracter t hat it 
has changed its views. At the beginning ol the year when i hi’ ipiestion was first, 
raised at a (’ommittee meeting, Mr. Phelps stated ihat tlie hackm>y-carriage 
Service had attained a ci'rtaiii amount of tdlieiency after niativ years .and 
the Policii ha<l a lot of important things to do, and he therefore faileii to 
see what advantage would accrue from the transfer. Of course, my Lord, 
this opinion gradually metamorphosed and underwent a change, ’i’he Hon’bic 
liaja Hrishi Kesh Law, representing an important s(*ctioii of the eotn- 
munity, thought that the public would not like t.lie transfer, because they 
woubi not be able to apjiroach the Polici* so easily as tin- (Jorporation . 
That iH :i fact, iny l^orii. It is not V(n’y dilluMilt to ap|>ro'i(jli t he (diainnan, 
liHcausc ho nilH in our mi(Jwt and ho can he hc(*klod. If any om* 
wants to HOC the (Commissioner of IVdico ln‘ will lic'ivc to paHs through a 
nurnhor of Barkandajes and iKilicemen. My ikmvc'h shaki' witiiin niyHC^lf 
to ^o and see the Commissioner of Police ainJ to acquaint him with 
our grievances. Therefore, my Loni, even if it in naid t hat it should hi^ in 
the hands of a very hi^h officer, 1 do not think tiiat tin* (Chairman ol the 
Corporation is in any way an officer who occupies a position lower than that 
ol the Commissioner of Police or haR less administrative capacity. My 
Lord, it may be Rai<l, and I anticipate it that as tlni Police' ri'^ulate^ the* traffic 
the Police sfiould have the regiBterin^ Imsiness in tlnnr own hands. My 
Lord, private (iarriag’es arc^ registered by t he ( kirpcn at ion and carts arc* 
also reg-istored by them. To dirc'ct the traffics ^ dyna jdo' or ' hya jem' in 
quite different from the registration of c«arriag(?s which requires looking 
into the condition of horses, carriages and other things. ddio (Corpo- 
ration have got an expert department with an t'ixpert. offua^r — a Luro- 
pean — with some European and Indian assistant'^ as 1 nsiH'.ct ors. It i.s 
admitted on all hands that tliere have been some steady imjirovem(*ntH, what 
have they done that tins department shouhl be snatched away frfan them 
and handed over to the Commissioner of Police? It will he seen that since 
1895 the Corporation have always been keeping an (*ye on this administration. 
In 1895 the (Corporation appointed a (Jomiiiittt*^ ; and in 191() they appoiijte<i 
another Committee?, they have always been thinking about fins rnattei' how to 
j^iiprove the hackney-carriage service — and they have done a lot in this matter. 
The outcome of the latest Committee of 1910 w^as the Hill that was intre^- 
duced in 1916. If the Bill that was introduced in 1916 had been passed and 
d the Select Committee had not on the further suggestion of the Corporation 
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made certain material alterations which in the (Spinion of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Syed Shains-ul-Huda, the then Member in charge of the Bill, did require the 
sanction of the Government of India, this question of transference to the 
Commissioner of Police would not have arisen. But, unfortunately, the Bill 
had to be sent back to the Government of India for sanction. That sanction 
was obtained with reference to certain provisions of the Bill and there would 
have been no -trouble about this Bill but in tlio intermediate stage when the 
redrafted Bill came, the attempt was again revived by the Commissioner of 
Police and* supported by others to secure the transfer of the administra- 
tion of the Hackney-carriage Act to the Police. My Lord, of course I 
admire the tenacity of the Commissioner of Police : the Commissioner of 
Police has won and his tenacity Ims been rewarded. I hope the Hon'ble 
Council will wait and ])ause before it gives its final seal to this proposal. 
My Lord, I do not want to cast any refloction on the Commissioner of 
Police. I should like to read to Your Excellency the observations of 
one or two members of the Calcutta Corporation who are members of 
the Trades Association and who have taken a good deal of interest in the 
matter of the administration of the Hackney-carriage Department. Mr. 
Slielton said ‘ that the control excn-eised over the taxi-cabs in Calcutta was 
not as it should be. Tlnu'e was no classification of the taxi-cabs, no 
uniformity in the dress of the drivers, and no inspection of fittings or 
machim^ry. He, therid'ore, suggested that iho taxi-c^abs should he brought 
under the control of th > (corporation.’ Further, Mr. Slielton said : ‘ When 
this question of controlling the taxi-cabs in Calcutl-a was discussed previously, 
it was thought that undei- tln^ Police^ they would be more elliciently managed ; 
l)ul it proved otherwise. As they luul a well-organized department in thi^ 
(\)rporation, namely, tln^ Hackney-carriage Department, he thought they could 
very efficiently deal with the taxi-cabs. These vehich^s werc^ generally in a 
dirty condition, and therofon% stricter supervision was necessaiy.’ 

My Lord, it will, therefore, be seen that, even some of the European 
Commissioners, representative's of the Trades Association on the Corporation, 
were not quitij satisfied with the administration of the Police in regard to taxi- 
cabs, and having regard to this fact and to tlu‘ fact that tlu^ Corpo!*ation 
of Calcutta managed the Hackney-carriage Department for th(‘ last 40 years 
HO satisfactorily, received (uicourageiiKui t and encomium from the jjublic and 
Government, 1 do not see why in this progressive y(*ar — the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine hundred and eighteen — wo shall go back to the period 
anterior to 1891. Your Excellency is presiding ov('r our delilxu'rations in 
this Council here as an impartial dispenser of justice, and I appeal to Your 
pjxcellency’s sense of justice. If Your Lordship thinks that my sulunission 
has appealed to you, 1 hope you will kindly veto the proposal. The adminis- 
tration of the Hackney-carriage Departnuuit is a small matter, it will neither 
increase the prestige of the Commissioner of Police nor invest him with aii}^ 
higher authority than he already possesses. We, the children o^tho soil, are 
fighting for some little crumbs of power and Self-Government from the 
British Government and 1 hope. My Lord, that the little crumbs which we 
possess will not be taken away from us.” 

The llon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

“ My Lord, Government are unable to accept this motion, and I propose to 
give a full and frank explanation of their reasons for opposing it. The control 
of hackney-carriages, palaifquins and rickshaws in (Calcutta is a matter merely 
of local administration, and being a local matter Government thought it 
would be better not to Come to any decision' before it received the report of 
the Select Committee, on which there was a strong majority of meml)ers with 
local knowledge. There were only four official . members on the Committee, 
and. they had no mandate from Government. With the exception of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill, the official members were either past 
or present officers of the Corporation. On the other hand, there were seven 
non-official members fully representative of the interests of (Calcutta and other 
municipalities, such as Howrah and Hooghly-Chinsurah. I mention these 
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facts to show that Govornment gav,* praciiaal cxpressioc to its holiof that this 
was a measure which should be dealt ^^itl. in Select Committee by tVuse v o 
have local knowledge, local experience and l..■al interests to represent T1 e 
report ot the Select Committee showed that, with only three .lissentim ts all 
the members, official and non-ofticial. were in favour of transfer of contr .l t 
the Commissioner of Police. All but two of the residents of Calcutta advo- 
cated it. Ihe views of the Select Committee mi constitute.! naturallv carried 
weight with Government. Gov..rnm.mt wme also impr.-ss.-.i bv the argu- 
ments in lav,5ur of making the Commissioner of Police the controlling otlicer 
as we 1 as by the fact that the I wo auth.irities concern...!, th.. C.,rp..rati..n and 
the Comm.ss.oner of Polic.-, agreed it. while ini, i.irtani associat ions like 
the Chamber ..f Commerc., and the 1 ra.I.-s Ass.iciatio,, ha.l a.lv.icate.l it. 
Although therefore the Hill introlucd by Cov.-rnnicnt provid,..! for the 
.; .ntmued cjiitrol oi th.. Corporation, (J..v. rninent f.dt that thev shoul.l agre.* 
to the recoinmen.lations of th.- S.d.'ct C.immii tc... 


It, IS an ackiiowlodged |)riii(ui)l(‘ that ihv VoUrr an. n.sponsihlo ior tli(^ 
safety of the public streets. On t his accouiil . t Ik* control of V(‘hiel(‘s plying 
for the hire of passengers in th<‘ stna.l s, hackiH‘y-carriages as \V(‘I1 as taxi-cabs 
is vested in the Polici* in lu.arly all large cities. Noi t«i ninltiply instancf.s,’ 
this IS tlu^ case in London and Rangoon. It scarcity nct‘ds deinonsi rat ion’ 
that the existence of a single superior authority sin-ves to si'cur** (dlicient 
supervision and regulation of vehicular irahie* which cannot be so wvW 
secured under a systiun of dual control, nnd(‘r which also tluna^ art' 
possibilities of fiiction. C/alcutta has Ihkui in tho anoinahais position of 
having its taxi-cabs regulated by I Ik* ( Commissioner of I^olice and ha(*kni'V- 
carriages by the Corporation. Tin* (Commissioner of Polita* in his opinion 
on the Hill poinia^d out I lu* praelical ineon V(‘ni<‘nc(‘ Ik* is put lo in effecting 
the arrest of drivers. IL^ is ready to take ovor control not b(‘eauso he is 
anxious to incirease his work, but becausi* he considers that a distinct 
improvement would be aff(*et(‘d th(*r(‘by, which would b(* in the Ix^st inten^stH 
of the public. The Corporation has also cons(‘nl(Hl to th»‘ (*hange. It is true 
that it also desired to have the transh*!- of tin* Kin* Hrigadi* madi^ o\ tu- tf) it 
and that Government cannot at ])r(‘S(*nt givc^ any promist^ about that matter 
although it realises that tlnua* is much to be said in favour of tin' proposal. 
The amendment of tlu^ Licensed Waiadiousf^s and Fin* Hrigade A(*t would 
b(* necessary in order to enable tin* (!ontrol of the Firt^ Hrigad«* to be 
made over to the Corporation, and ( iovc'i n meiit must, ase(‘rtain the \ iews of 
Howrah and suburban Municipalities, whudi contribiiti' to t he uj)kei‘p of the 
Rrigade as well as Calcutta, before agre(‘ing to an amendment ol tin* Act. 
Their vuews have been asked for and aft(*r they an* n*ceive<l (lovfum- 
ment will consider wherher it should iind(*rtak(^ legislatif)n : the Howrah 
muncipality has already replied and declared itself in favour of the. 
proposal. 

Apart from the question of the transfer of the Fire Brigade, Govern numt, 
IS satisfied that the transfer of t he control ol hacknoy‘<aarriagos and tln^ lieims- 
ing of drivers to the Commissioner of Police wouhl la* a imnui in the right 
direction as securing unity of (amt rol ovei* 1 niflie jilying lor hire* of passengers 
in the streets of Calcutta — hulKick carts, which are inttuKhal {or tin* L ansport 
of goods and not of pa.ssengt^rs, are outside the scope of the Bill. I In* argu- 
immts in favour of vesting tin* ccjntiail ol public vcdiiclcs in tin* same 
authority have been forcibly and clearly pic'sentcd in the Jotter of the 
Chamber of Commerce, from which I may ({uote : ‘ TIk^ Committee of tlie 

Chamber of Commerce believe thjit it- will lx* only l)y the unification of (xmtrol 
that a go jd service of cabs — vvlu^ther horse or motor — is likely to lx*, [ircjvided, 
and it is, they think, not unreasonable^ to (*xpect tliat the difficult pioblem of 
traffic regulation might likewise be to sons* extent simplified if authority wr^re 
Centralised in that authority. Se( 3 ing also that the regulation ol traffic in the 
<-dty is in the hands of the Cominissicjner of Police, it follows that he should be 
the authority for registeriiig, licensing and controlling all classy of public 
vehicles. The Committee urge, ihereiore, most ^trorgly that Government 
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should accept this proposal, and, further, that the registering officer, in view 
of the great responsibility atlaching to his work, would be a Police officer of 
seniority and standing/ ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Edkn said : — 

“ My Lord, after wliat has fallen from Mr. O’Malley and after the argu- 
ments (l(Hlnced by him, 1 do not propose to use any arguments against the 
amendment which the Hon’ble liai Hahadur has proposed. I would, however, 
like to remov(" a little misconception regarding the attitude of two of the 
members f)f tln^ Calcutta Trades Association who were members of the 
tJorporation. Mr. Phelps is reported as having given his opinion that the 
control of hackney-carriages should remain with the Corporation. So recently 
as March or April this year, the matter vvas very thoroughly discussed in the 
(Calcutta Trades Association and Mr. Phelps withdrew his objection and 
supported tlu^ proposal that the control of hackney-carriages should be 
transferred to the Police. As regards Mr. Shelton, he is now away in 
England. He has taken a vcuy active part in looking after the Hackney- 
tvarriage Dc^partmcuit of th(‘ (Corporation, but in 1916, before 1 spoke on this 
subj(^ct at the l)a(‘(;a meeting. I consulted Mr. Shelton as to what his opinion 
was on the matter of transfer, and although he expressed himself as having 
strong feelings in favour of I he control r(>maining with the (Jorporation, he 
said he was not unwilling that if the whole department could be tranRferr(*d 
to the control of the Police, he would withdraw his objection.” 

The Hon’ble Haru Mahendra Nath Kay said : — 

“My Lord, I deem it my duty to give to this Council my reasons for 
supporting thi^ proposal winch has heen made or mooted in the report of the 
Select C^mimittee regarding tln^ transhu’of the control of the hackney-carriag(^s 
from th(‘ Corporation to tln^ Commissioner of Polic(‘ in (Jalcutta. ddie first 
thing that 1 would ask this Council to remember is that this legislation affects 
(Jalcutta, and it does notdir<'ctly aff(M*t the question of tlu^ cnmtrol of hackney 
carriages which may lu^ established regularly in any city or town in the dist rict. 
I do not. know wlu'tlnn’ ('V(‘ry imnuber of the (Jouncil is aware of the 
difference in tlie c;ontrol which prtnnails in England as between the metropolis 
and the boroughs. In th(‘ boroughs the control of hackm^}^ and stage 
carriages is vested in the local authorities. In tln^ nu^tropdlis, that is, in 
the city of London, the control of hackney carriages or rather hackney and 
stagt* carriages as tUvy are calhul there, and of drivers and conductors, 
is in the hands of the* Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, who acts 
as the deputy of the Hoiik' Secr(‘tary. This distinction is, it seems tc> me, 
based upon sound reason. Ordinarily, no doubt, one would sympathise with 
the feelings of my hon’ble friend liai Radha (/haran Pal Bahadur that 
hackney-carriages should be controlled by local authorities, but in the metro- 
])olis where the traffic is excessively heavy, even the British people, its whom 
local self-government is so dear, do not object to the control ‘of hackney and 
stage carriag(*s being vt'sted in tlu' Commissioner of l^olice under the Home 
Secretary. Now 1 he reason which induced me at any rate to support the pro- 
posal in the Select CJommittee was/«imply this. We all know that the heavy 
traffic of the streets is controlled by the Police. My hon’ble friend Mr. Pal 
has suggested that the argument that there is much efficiency in the unity of 
control is a hackneyed argument which does not appeal to him. It is not a 
hackneyed argument ; the prdiciple of the efficiency of united control is one of 
the soundest arguments which should regulate the conduct of the execu- 
tive, Jf I may compare very small things with great, if the efficiency 
of this principle was not -realised in England soon the war would not 
have ended so early. I do not desire to detain the Council at any length 
upon this point, but it seems to me that to overlook the principle of 
efficiency and to try to raise the question of encroachments upon the 
sacred principle of local self-government in a side issue like this, is to miss 
the whole point. I am, I hope, as strong an advocate of responsible Govern- 
ment as my hon’ble friend Mr. Pal, but I do not lose sight of the fact that 
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real responsible Government does not consist in (•ontrnli:,,^ i i. 

in the town of Calcutta. My l.on’ble friend has • , " J f cnrr.afres 

ring in the Schedule, whicli was tentativX pr" llxd n f h^ 

Viceroy and the Secretary of Stale as to the su hjecls which si'" ‘ 'V 

as transferred subjects. Well, on.* nnav mulorsV^/h^^^^ t 
prmoiple without q,iarrplH„K with ,l„. ■™oi,i..i,.,..luti,,,,^.,r “!!‘s;:uV 

iiiittoo, iMcause legialation „mj- he n,,. 

the control of hackney c images m the dislrlets i i '>iuiu loi 

and I do not think that Mr.’^OhWallev would . i; 

dl.triot. in the mofuMil, wlioio logislatioii ie di.„ni,.d iii.,v««arv 'i..r"lli!." p I" 
pose of controlling the service of haekm-y carriages, the' police "ho ill 
necessarily there do the work which might -belter be done ai it is .lone in 
the boroughs in England by the local authorities, so that keeping the subj.*c 
of the coiitro of the hackney carriages g.-nerally as an itein in the list of 
transferred subjects, does not militate against the special provision that w.- 
inayfe.d it necessary to make for a town like Calcutta, in view of the 
exiremely heavy character of the trattic.” 


The Ilo.i’bh^ Hai Uapha Chakan Pai. pAiiAPtut said : 

“ My T.ord, in the first place I woul.l r.^ply briefly to the Hon’ble Mr. fhlen 
It IS quite obvious I behove to the Hon’ble Member that the two repre.s.-nf . ' 
tives of the Trades Association, until March last, weiv stronglv of opini.ln 
that tlie continuance of the administration of the Ilacknoy-thirria'ge Deiiarl- 
inont should continut^ in the hands of th(‘ 


, 1 1 • • • 1 (^)r|)oration. Mr. Phelns 

chanjured his views in March 1918, and Mr. Shelton althou^rh rcraininir ntill 
his str.mg feeling for tlie retention of the a lininisi r.ition in the l.ands 
of th(‘^ Corporation, found that he had no objection to the transIVr after 
Mr. Eden had a talk with him. It will llius be seen tliat 
inenihers of tlu' Trades Association who had at 
feelings attains! the transfer, 

:i Iniinistration 


two of tin' 
\'cry Htronjif 


scon 

one. time 

and who had praert ically tabui part in the 
of that department. Huf)S(HjU(mtly chan^rfd Mi(‘ir inindK. and 
tliou^i^ht that that departrnemt should Im* transferred fnan tin* ( 'or])oratif)n to 
th(‘ (h)inmissioner of Police. I must ^iv(^ Mi(*m ennlit to say that wlnalier 
th(‘y a^riH^d whoh^-heartodly to th(‘ traiisft^r or not, tln^y hav(‘ ffoi (he unily of 
action wliieli we perhaps lack very much, and if that were not iho case, tlu^ 
spectacle of Kuropean non-official ineinhors voting in favour of (i()V(‘rnmcfit 
jiroposals in some of the contestf* 1 divis’ons. would never liavt^ [nnm 
*,^s(^on, and we might have defeated the (loverriiiKuit on many of^casions. I 
cannot divest myself of the impression that Mi^ssrs. Plndps an<l Shelton, two 
of the most activ^e members of thc^ ( Jorporatioii, who werc^ against this trans- 
icr, afterwards changed their views only in defonmee to the views of their 
colleagues in the Trades Association, h^lrther I may inform tin* (h)uncil that 
another European Commissioner. Mr. Jone.s of the Sfatcs/nan—l do not 
tliink that he is very anxious that we should have an over-abundance of 
self-government — was also against the transfer. 

I would not dwell on th(* speech of tin* Honhde Hahu Malunidra Nath 
Piiy. My Lord, much has been said about dual (jontrol. I repeat this is a 
hackneyed phrase which lias been used with a vi<^w to (‘ffectimr this transfer. 

'V hat 18^ this dual control? TJie f*ontrol of traffic is fine thing, and the 
examination of horses and carriages and the licensing of them is a different 
thing. All the latter has been carried on by the Corporation for the last 40 years, 
fast Commissioners of Police and past Governments have never raiscnl that 
question, my Lord. Am I to understand that the present generation is 
infinitely wiser than the past generation so j)rofo!jndly as to.see tln^ folly of 
leaving the control in the hands of the ('f)rporation: On the contrary, 1 find 
proceedings of past Councils that with a view to encf)urage t he^ 
Municipal Commissioners in their good work, the Govenmumt amended the 
law and placed the control entirely in the hands of the Corporation, they also 
amended the law in other directions in order to give them better control over 
horses, carriages, etc. The only argument that has been put forward 
against my proposal is that of dual control which has been in existence for 
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the past 40 jears. On the one side, there is the examination o£ horses 
carriages, etc., including those of livery stables, such as Messrs. Hart’s, Cook’f 
and otliers ; they are not licensed by the Commissioner of Police. On tin 
other side, there is the regulation of traffic which is under the control of tin 
Polices. Where then is the clashing of interests even under this dual control \ 
Therefon^ I do not see that any case has boon made out for a transfer. Aj 
regards the question of self-government, it has been stated that in London 
hackney carriages are under the Commissioner of Police. I do not know ho\^ 
far th(^ Police tliere is under popular control. When it suits their furpose 
people would compare London with (Calcutta, and say that such and sued 
a practice prevails in London and tliereforo it is good for Calcutta 
hut when we say that such and such a thing prevails in London or America 
or in other self-governing dominions, they say, No, this cannot be applied t( 
an Kastern peojde in India. ’ My Lord, ‘ the proof of the pudding is in the 
(‘atiiig thereof. ’ I have ransacked the Police Administration Report? 
covering a period of 40 years, and 1 have not been able iofind out that £ 
single complaint has been made l)y the Police about the so-called dual control 
In order, however, to help the Police in tire matter of service of processes, etc. 
in the courses of their duties in connection with the regulation of traffic thai 
the Bill has provided that the name of every driver and his address, oi 
change of address shouhl l)e insei'ted in a register and a copy of that regiftei 
forwar-ded to tlu' ("ommissioner of Police. This was in the original Bill. A1 
this has been transformed and the term Commissioner of Police has beer 
substituted for the term Chairman of the Corporation. I do not think 
I should occupy more of the time of the C’ouncil, I will leave my motion to the 
Council.” 

The motion was then put to the vote and a division was taken with tin 
following result : — 


Ayes — 12, 

The Hon’ble Uaja UrishikeHli Laha, c.l.E. 

,, ,, Mr. Provasli Chundfr Mitter. 

,, „ Sir Dol>a Prusad Sarbadhikari, Kt., 

O.I.E. 

,, ,, Pai Uadba (Jbaraii Pal Bahadur. 

„ ., Mauivi Abul Kasuin. 

„ „ Mauivi A. K. Fazl-uI-Haq. 

,, ,, Khau Sahib Ainun Ali. 

,, ,, Bahu Bliahefidru Chandra Ray. 

,, ,, Kui Sri Nath Ray Bahudut. 

„ Rai Mahcndra Chandra Mitra, 
Bahadur. 

,, ,, Bahu Kisliori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

^ Bahu Anihika Charan Mazuindar. 


No€9 — 28. 

The lion’hlo Sir Henry Wheeder, k c.i.e , c.s.i 
,, Mr. J. C Cuuimiiif;, c.s.i., r.i.E. 

„ „ Mr. J. II Kerr, c s.i., o.i.K. 

., ,, Mr. C. J. Steveuaon-Moore, c.v.o. 

,, „ Major Oeneral \V. H. B. Robinson 

C.B., 1 MB. 

,, ,, Mr. J, Donald, c.i.K. 

„ „ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

„ ,, Mr. H. P. Duval. 

„ „ Mr. M. C. McAlpin. 

,, ,, Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

„ ,, Mr. W. C. Words woith. 

,, „ Mr. C. F. Payne. 

„ „ Mr. S. G. Hart. 

„ ,, Rai Priya Nath Mukharji Bahadur 

1 . 8.0 

„ ,, Sir Rajeudra Nath Mooktu-jee, k.o.i.e 

,, „ Mr. J. Mackenzie, o.b.e. 

,, „ Mr. W. H. H. Arden* Wood. c.l.E. 

,, ,, Mr. Aininur Rahman. 

„ , Mr. J. W. Ilely-Hutchiiison. 

„ „ Bahu Siv Narayan Mukharji, 

„ „ Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

,, „ Mr. Arun Chandra Sin^ha. 

,, „ Mr. F. W. Carter, c.’.K., C.B.R. 

„ Mr. W. E. Crum, O.B.E. 

,. „ Mr. E. B. Eden. 

„ „ Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, „ Babu Mahendra Nath Hay, C4.K. 

, „ Dr. AbdaUa-«l*Maroun Suhra'vaMdy. 
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The following members were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Sir Bgay Chan.l Mahtab. k.c.s..., k.c.i.k., i.o.m.. Maharaja- 
dhira]a Bah iclur of Burdvvan. 
n M Mr. C. H. Bompaa, c.8.i. 

„ ,, Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omrah Krsi 

K.cw.o. ’ ’ 

V Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

^7 Babu Brojeiidra Kishor Kay Cliaudhuri. 

M Ilai Debendor Cluindi^r Ghcwe Bahadur. 

,, ,, Mr. G. A. Bay ley. 

Mr. H. K. A. Irwin, (\i k. 

„ Mr. N. AHhraf Ali Klian Cdiaudhiiri. 

V M Babu Akhil Cliaridra Datta. 

,, ,, Babu Siirondra Nath Ray. 

,, ,, Mr. K. B. Dutt 

The Ayes being 12 and the Noes 28 the motion wan lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No 9. 


The Ilon’ble Rai Radha (hiAHAN Rai. Bahaih u moviMl. by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill, asaniemh^l by t he S dent Rommittot*, he rt‘committtMl to th (3 
Select Oommittoe for modilication of tln^ Bill so as to proviih* For tin* transfer 
of the control (wer h iekney'-earriagv‘S to a Board eoiisistiiig of the (himinis- 
sionm* of Police, two represent itives of tht‘ ( 'orporation. and oiu' of 
Howrah and of each of the other mnniinpalitii^s conetnanBl, and for that 
purpose to amend clauses b, 7. I7(‘v), d();2), and orluM* clauses of the Bill. 

Ho said : — 

** My Lord, this a sort of compromise that 1 have suggested — a sort of 
half-way house — with a view to having ta<‘ n^[>reS(Milatives «)f tle^se munici- 
palities associated vvith idle (h)mmissioner of Roleri^ : tle^ ( Joinmissioner of 
Police instead of himself p3rforming th ‘ functions of the Act will In* 
associated with the representatives of tin? M.unu?ipaliti(?s eoin?erned. Tin? 
^ framing of by-laws is a mist important part of tli * lunction and thmi there 
is the appointment of officers aid all that. As r(?jfar is tin* traffic, I may say 
that the proposed Hoard will liave nothing to do with that matter be<;auBfi 
the traffic is regulated under the Calcutta Police Act, which has noihing to 
do with tlie Hackney Carriage Act. Tliis Act extends jo tin* o, it side Munici- 
palities of Howrah, Cossiporo-fyhitpur, Maniktollah, Dum-Dum, (larden 
Reach and Tollygunj ; the registration business is done in tin* officr ol tin? 
Calcutta Corporation. Those are mat! ers r dating to the Calcutta Hackney 
Carriage Act. Tliis Board will ho composcil ol people’s ro.prfisentativos an I 
will be associated with the ComTnisHioin?r ol Polict*, and therefore I hope*, 
my Loril, although it is a very distant hope, that tdns iiiotnm may lx* acceptc<i. 
Ilie members of the Board will not take any participatnui in executive woitc, 
they will be sitting round the Commissioner of Police and will makt* suggoH- 
tions in the same way as the Board of V isitors of jails. In th*? jail adminiH- 
tration there is some exchange of views regarding the treatment and diet 
ol prisoners— we gat some sort of chat rountl jind across dn? table witli tin? 
Commissioner of Police. This is a sort of b(?ncvolent despotism. 1 he people 
will have the privilege of having some conversation with the Commissioner ol 


llie Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 


‘•My Lord, 1 oppose this motion for the reasons I have explained in reply 
to the previous motion; and I need not recapitulate the reasons I then ad- 
•luced. It seems to me, however, that there are other objections ” 

proposal. It does not appear to me that a Board of this icmd will be likely 
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to \)e very effective. ItB members will be drawn not only from Calcutta but 
also from Howrah across the* river and also from each of the other Municipali- 
ties concerned, e. Haranagot^, Dum-Dum, 'J'ollygunj. I should anticipate 
not only difficulties about holding meetings but also divided counsels, as there 
would be such different interests represented, and I cannot believe that a 
Board of this character would be likely to take prompt action in case there 
was any serious trouble with owners or drivers such as a strike. These are 
some of the difficulties which suggest themselves tome. The main objection 
to the proposal is that it is another expedient for perpetuating a system of 
dual control and preventing tlie uility of control which Government consider 
desirable.’' 

The mot ion was then put and lost. 

The Hon’hlo Mr. O’Malley’s original motion (item No. 6 in the List of 
Business) was then put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 10. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley moved that thi‘ clauses of the Bill be con- 
sidiu'od for settlejuent in the form recommended by the Select Coinmitte(\ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


% AMENDMENT No. 1. 

The Ilon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur movc^d that in clause 4 
the following sub-clause be inserted, namely : — 

{4) "" The Corporation ” means “ The Corporation of Calcutta.” 

Ho said : — 

My Lord, I do not wish to make a speech and I simply move this 
formally.” 

The Hon’ble Mu. O’Malley said : — 

My Lord, Government would 1 ave no objection to accepting this 
amendment if it w^ere necessary ; but I fail to discover any reference 
to the Corporation in the Bill. The expression ‘ The Corporation ’ does 
not occmr. The only object of this amendment would be to enable further 
amendments to be made, vesting the control of hackney carriages and other 
vehicles in the Corporation ; and this is a subject on which the Council has 
already pronounced its opinion. 1 therefore oppose this amendment.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. 2. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that in line 3 of 
clause 5 for the words “ Commissioner of Police ” the word Corporation ” 
be substituted. 

!#• 

The Hou’ble Mk. O’Malley said : — 

" My Lofd, I oppose the amendment.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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AMENDMENT No. 3. 


, Th® Hon’ble Rai Radua Charan Pal lUHAonR moved 
clause 5 for the words Commissioner of Police ” Mu> 
the Corporation bo substituted. 


worii 


that in lino 3 of 
H Chairman of 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 
“My Lord, 1 oppose the motion.” 
The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENTS Nos- 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : 

‘-My Lord, it is useless for mo to (rouble Your Excellonev and I would 
ask for permission to withdraw this amondinent.” 

The President said : — 

®^uny of the flon ble Member s amendments iIim's he proiiosi* to 
withdraw ?” 


The Ilon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Hahadijr said • — 

“ly Lord, I withdraw all the amendinonts under (^laust^ 6. ’ 

J he following motions were then, by leave ol the Prc‘sid(^nl, withdrawn:- 


That for “clause 6” the following bo substituted, namely : — 

“ (1) The Registering Officer shall be appointed by the Corporation, 

Tw- ^ D • . • shall keep a n^gisti^r in which he 

Duties of Kegistenntr Ofhcer. l ii . i ^ 

shall (mtor every hackn(\y-carriag(^ 

under tlio class prescribed thend’or by by-law madi^ und( 3 r 
section 71. 

(2) Every act, matter or thing dont^ by the Ih^glstering Olliom*, umler 
or by virtue of this Act, shall bo subji^ot to the control of the 
Chairman of the Corporation. 

{3) The provisions of section 63 of the, Calcutta Municipal Act, 
shall apply to the appointment of thf‘ liegistcniiig Officer.” 


If motion No. 4 be not carried, also to inov(? that in lim^s 1 to 3 of 
sub-clause (2) of clause 6 for ^the words “a Deputy Commissioiier of l^olice 
specially appointed by the Local Covornment for this purj>oK(*, ” the words 
appointed by the Corporation ” be substitutcMl. 

If motion No 4 be not carritid, also to move that in lim*s 3 and 4 of 
sub-clause (2) of clause 6 for the words “ CommisHionor of Polict? ” tln^ word 
Corporation ” be substituted. 

If motion No. 4 be not carried, also to move that in clause 6 the 
following sub-clause bo inserted, namely : — 

“ (•?) The provisions of section 63 of the (yalcutta Municipal Act, 1899. 
shall apply to the appointment of tin; Registering Offic(*.r.” 


AMENDMENTS Nos. 8, 9 and 10. 

The following motions were also, by leave of the Pre^sident, witlidrcawn : 

I hat for clause 7 the following be substituted, namely : 

“ The Registering Officer may, with the sanction of the C/hairiiian <jf 

the Corporation, by general or spf^clal 
Power to Registering Officer to Jn vvriting, delegate to any 

delegate hie faoctioiiH. and 

. duties conferred or imposed uj)on the Registering Officer by this 
Act or any by-law made thereunder.” 
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If motion No. 8 be not carried, also to move that in line 2 of clause 
7 for the words “ Commissioner of Police ” the word *' Corporation ” be sub- 
stituted. 

• 

If motion No. 8 be not carried, also to move that in lines 3 and 4 of 
clause 7 for the words ‘‘ police-ofificer not below the rank of sergeant” the 
word “ officer ” be substituted. 


AMENDMENT No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that at the end 
of clauHe 11 the words “ and a certified copy of such particulars shall be 
furnished to every person applying for the same on payment ol a fee of eight 
annas ” be inserted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, this clause refers to the details specified in the license. I 
think that these particulars should be available to every person on payment 
of a certain fee ; and tliis is provided in another [dace with reference to tlie 
particulars of drivers, horses, etc. Therefore, with regard to carriages, I 
submit that this provision may be inserted.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Lord, Government are pleased to accept the amendment.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that at the end 
of clause 13 the words ‘‘ or the horse used therewith is not licensed for that 
class of carriage, or the harness used with such horse is unfit for public use ” 
be inserted. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, this clause provided that the Registering Officer may cancel 
or suspend, for such period as he thinks fit, the registration of any carriage 
and the license granted to the owner under tliis Act, wlienever it appears to 
him that such carriage is unfit for public use. f think that some provision 
should be made for the contingency that, if the horse or harness is unfit for 
public use or if an inferior class of carriage is used, the registration of 
such carriage may be suspended. I hope this amendment will be ‘accepted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — ^ 

“ My Lord, Government agree to this amendment.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


J^MENDMENT No. 13. 

The following motion, which stood in the name of the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

That in line 2 of sub-clause { 2 ) of clause 17 for the words “ Commis- 
sioner of Police ” the wor(i “ Corporation ” be substituted. 
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AMENDMENT No. 14. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Ilaiiadur moved that a( the end of 
sub-clause (/) of clause 27 the words “and a cortitied copy of sueh particu- 
lars shall be furnished to every person applying for tlie same on payment of 
a fee of eight annas ” be inserted. 

Ho said : — 

“My Lord, this amendment is the same as the previous one (No. 11) 
which has been accepted by Gov«nninent. Clause 27 relates to th(> parti- 
culars of the class of hackney-carriage, the name and residence' of the owner 
and the number assigned to the horse. I think that tliese particulars may be 
supplied to any person requiring them on payment of a certain hm. ” 

The Hon’ble Mk. O’Mai.lky said ; — 

“ My Lord, Government agree to this amendment. ’’ 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 15. 

The following motion, which stocKl in the nami* of the Hon’hle Hai Radha 
(Jharan Pal Bahadur, was, by leave of the President, withdrawn 

That in lino 2 of sub-clause (2) of clause 30 for the words “ Coinmis- 
siorior of Police ’’ the word “ Corporation ’’ be suhstil uted. 


AMENDMENT No. 16. 

The Iloii’blo Rai Uadha Gfiaran Pal lialiadur movod that in line 3 of 
sub-clause {2) of clause 49 for the words live miles within one hour^’ the 
words six inilos an hour in tlic case of first and Sf^cond (^ass carriages, 
and five miles an hour in the case of any otluu* class of oarriagt? ho substi- 
tuted. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, the limit of five miles which is prescribed by this clause is not 
suitable for all classes of carriages. I, therefore, suggest that a limit ol six 
miles an hour -be prescribed for first and second class carnages and a limi o 
five miles an hour in the case of any other class of carnage. 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Lord, this is a matter which Government are content to leave entirely 
to the discretion of Members of Council. The present law ii.quiros a mini 
mum speed of four miles an hour. The Select. Committee considered that this 
should bo raised to five miles an hour ; and the Hon bin Mover proposes to 
raise it to six miles an hour in the case of first and second class 
five miles an hour in the case of other classes 
Question whether, considering the class of ponies used, le ck . ; 

work they do and the risk of cruelty if they are ^ a Mttau 

Iiour, that speed should be fixed as a minimum for first and second class 

carriages/ 


The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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AMENDMENT No. 17. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that in line 5 o£ 
clause 50 after the word shall ” the words “ on the complaint of the 
aggrieved party or of any public officer qr servant ” be inserted. 

He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, this ''clause lays down that any owner, driver or person in 
charge of any hackney-carriage registered under this Act, who, without 
sufficient excuse (the burden of proving which excuse shall lie upon him), 
refuses to let such carriage for hire, shall be liable for every such offence to a 
fine not exceeding fifty rupees, and, in default of payment of fine, to simple 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding fourteen days and shall also pay to 
the party complaining such compensation as the Magistrate thinks fit. 

I think it will make the matter clear if the aggrieved party has the 
right to make a complaint. I hope my amendment will be accepted.’’ 

The Hon’ble Mu. O’Malley said : — 

“My Lord, Government accept the amendment.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 18. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after sub-clause 
(m) of clause 51 the following sub-clause be inserted, namely : — 

“ {mm) refuses to let a carriage on hire by time or distance as the 
hirer may require.” 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, this clause imposes a penalty on a driver for certain offences 
which are enumerated in it. I want only to add after clause {m) that ij a 
driver refuses to let a carriage on hire hy hour or distance as the hirer may 
require. As frequently happens the drivers refuse to let the carriage on 
hire and for these things one has to run to Uie Police which no one ordinarily 
does. Tins is a clause which, I think, may be inserted.” 

The Hon’ble Mu. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Lord, the amendment is accepted by Government.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 19. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley moved that in the penultimate line of 
clause 51 after the word “ or ” the word “ to ” be inserted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, this is a purely formal amendment which is intended to 
improve the phraseology.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 20. 

The Honb’le Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that in lines 
4 and 6 of sub-clause (2) of clause 57 the words “ the Court of ” be 
omitted. 
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He said : — ' 

My Lord, the clause states that ‘ the liiror may require the driver to 
drive to the Court of the nearest Magistrate or to the Kegistering Officer’. 
My object in moving this amendment is that the occurrence may take place 
at night or after 5 o’clock in the evening when the Court o[ the. Magistrate 
may be closed. It would afford great facilities to the public if it is stated 
that the hirer may drive to the nearest Magistrate, which expression, I beli(‘ve, 
will include the Honorary Magistrates. There may be some Honorary 
Magistrate living close to the complainant’s house. Tlie IJegistering Officer 
will probably be in Lai I liazar.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

“My Lord, this amendment, if carried, will order a new terror to the 
life of Magistrates in Calcutta. The law at present provides that if then^ 
is a dispute between a hirer and a driver of a carriage, and if any Magistrate 
is then sitting, the hirer may require the driver to drive to the Magistrates 
Court or, if no Magistrate is sitting at the time, to drive to the llogistering 
Officer. Clause 57 of the Hill, as now drafted, glv('s the hirer the oi)tion of 
requiring the driver to drive either to the Court of the nearest Magistrate or 
to the Registering Officer. Naturally, if the dispute occurs at a tune when 
the Magistrate’s Court is not open, the hirer will edect lor the Registering 

Officer. 

If this motion wore accepted, the driver would ho able to ro to l.he 
Magistrate, wherover he chanced to be and whatever tb(\ ^ 

Magistrate would be liable to bo wakened out of Ins sb*ep or (jailed out from 
his dinner to settle a disputtJ between an angry passeng.u- and an obstr.,- 
perous driver. This would be an unfair tax on the iMagistrate, wlujther 
iionorary or stipendiary. He ought to be (jailed on to sett e disputes only in 
Court hours and in his Court ; and his privatiJ life ought to b(> free from 
interruptions of this kind. In the interests of the Magistrate, Government 
feel that this amendment should be opposed. 

Tlie Hon’ble Rai Radha Chakan Pai. Rahadiik said 

“My Lord, the Registering [Hm 

Commissioner under this Rill, will be m ^a • . • ’ , iustiee will 

Magistrates, honorary or stipendiary, vvjio aio oi likn i Knzir liichar 

ever grudge this task, as this work will be 

As w! all know, the gharrywallahs are not very lo V, io the 

upper hand of the bhadralog class, a? th^ nublic this amend- 

MaSstrate’s Court. I think t hat in the mterests of the piibbe this amen i 

ment may be accepted.” 

The motion was then put and lost 


AMENDMENT NO. 21 . 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley to move 
the words “ disputes as to ” the word the ic in 

He said : — . ,, 

“ My Lord, this is a purely verbal amendment, duo to a clerica error. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

amendment No. 22 . 

The Hon’ble R.i Bedha OU.mn Pal “with’’*. 

Of sob-clMse (2) of clause 60 the words m ccusuua 

Commissioner of PcJice ” be omitted. 
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He said ; — 

“ My Lord, in this case, as a matter of fact, the Corporation always consult 
the Commissioner of Police. As the Commissioner has been put on the top 
that is why I have sent this amendment, which, however, 1 do not want to 
press.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT No. 23. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley moved that in line 3 of sub-clause {2) of 
clause 63 after the words “of the owners” the words “and drivers” be 
inserted ; and in line 5 of the same sub-clause after the words “ to the owners ” 
the words “and bearers, respectively”, be inserted. 

He said : — 

“ This is what is known as a consequential amendment. The Select 
Committee added to tlie Rill a now clause requiring that notice should 
be given of changes of driver’s address or driver’s residence, in order that 
the Registering Officer should know where the driver actually lives. It is 
obviously desirable that there should be a similar provision in the CJise of 
palanquin bearers.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

AMENDMENT No. 24. 

The llon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that in line 1 of sub- 
clause {!) of clause 71 for the words “ Local Government ” the word 
“ Corporation ” be substituted. 

He said ; — 

“My 1 jord, in clause 71*the term ‘ Local Government’ has been inserted 
in lieu of ‘ the Corporation ’. I want to reinsert the term ‘ Corporation ’ 
hero. It is a legislative power ; it has nothing to do with the regulation 
of traffic or with the registration of hackney-carriages or with any other ad- 
ministrative work. It is simply legislation, and, therefore, without in any way 
militating against the principle which has beer, adopted by the House that the 
administration should go over to the Commissioner of Police, the law-making 
function should be left to the Corporation, subject, of course, to the approval 
of the Local Government. The Bill, as amended by. the Select Committee, 
will not be affected in any way ; this will not go against the principle of the 
Bill in any way ; but will prevent the Commissioner of Police from framing 
whatever by-laws he chooses and submit them to Government. 1 do not 
mean to say that Government will accept everything he suggests, but it is 
better to have the by-laws framed by the Corporation, subject, of course, to the 
approval of the Local Government.” 

The Hon’ble Mk. O’Malley said : — 

“My Lord, I am afraid that, on behalf of Government, I must oppose 
this amendment. The Select Committee have stated in their Report 'their 
reasons for putting in the words “ Local Government they say that now that 
the control of hackney-can-iages is to be transferred to the Police it is advisable 
that by-laws under the Act should be made by the Local Govei-nment. It is 
realized that by-laws cannot be made by the Commissioner of Police and it is 
felt that if the Corporation had independent power tomake by-laws it would 
militate against the conti’ol of the Commissioner. It is, therefore, necessary 
that this power of making by-laws should be entrusted to the superior 
authority, namely, Government, and I have no doubt that, where necessary, 
before making by-laws, the Corporation of Calcutta will be consulted by the 
Government.” 
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The Hon’ble Rai Radiia Charan Pal Bahadur said 

My Lord, Hon ble Mi. O Malloy liassanl that bofoio inakiiicf b\’’-law8 
Government would consult the Corporation, but if you consult the Corporation 
their su^j^estions might also militate against the control by the Comiriissioner 
What I suggest is this : let the legislative power he exercised by the Corpora- 
tion, subject to the approval ol the Local Government. 1 understand that 
Government will frame the by-laws. Why not h^t the Corporation do it? 
they have been doing it for a long time and they know everything about 
hackney-carriages and stands, etc. ; therefore, 1 fail to understand why the 
legal power should not bo vested in the Corporation, subjtK^t to the approval 
of the Local Government. Nothing will be lost thereby. It is the law-making 
power that I want to be left in the hands of the Corporation.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. 25. 

The following motion, which stood in the name of the llon’blo Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

‘‘If motion No. 24 be not carried, also to move lhar in line 1 of sub- 
clause (i) of clauses 71 Ix^fore the words ‘'The Local Govern- 
ment” the words ‘'The Corporation with the sanction of” l)o 
inserted.” 


AMENDMENT No. 26. 

The Hon’blo Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that in sub-clauso 
(7) (d) of clause 71 the following wonls be added, namely : — 

“ and the manner in which the mark is to b© used.” 


He said : — 

“ This amendment relates to the marks of idimtification of horses to be 
used in hackney-carriages, and so I wish to add tliese wonls. Unless this 
is done, there will ’be difficulty, My Lord, in having that particular by-law 
carried out. I, therefore, move this amendment.” 

The Ilon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

‘‘My Lord, Government accept this amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 27. 


Amendment No. 24 having been lost the folio Aung motion, wjjich stood in 
thf3 name of the Hon’ble Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, was deemed to have 
been withdrawn : — 


If motion No. 24 be carried, also to move that for sub-clause (2) of 
clause 71 the following be substituted, namely : 

“ {2) By-laws made under this section shall be subject to the sanction 
of the Local Government and shall, if sanctioned, be publis lod 
in such manner as the Local Government may direct. 


The Council was then adjourned for lunch. 
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AFTER LUNCH. 

AMCNDMENT No. 28. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley moved that in lino 2 of the proviso to 
clause 79 after the words “ the Commissioner ” the words “ or such other 
officer ’’ be inserted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, this is a formal amendment. The first part of clause 79 
provides that tlio Commissioner of Police or other police officer appointed by 
him shall returif lost property to the owner, but the proviso omits the other 
officer. It is necessary for the sake of both uniformity and consistency that 
there should also be a reference to the other officer in the proviso.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 29. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley moved that in line 6 of clause 79B for the 
word “ rule ” the word “ by-law ” be substituted. 


He said ; — 

“ My Lord, this is a verbal amendment.” 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 30. 

The Hon’blo Mr. O’Malley moved that sub-clause (o) of clause 79B be 
omitted. 

He said : — 

'* My Lord, clause 79B is a new clause added by the Select Committee. 
They considered it ‘ necessary to provide in the Bill that the driver of a 
hackney-carriage or the bearer of a palanquin should not be arrested nor the 
carriage nor palanquin seized when it is actually used for the conveyance of a 
passenger until some arrangement is made for the passenger to proceed to his 
destination'. ‘ We have suggested’, they added ‘two methods by which this 
may bo affected’.” 

“ Government sympathize with the object the Select Committee had in 
view. Government quite realize the delicate situation . ladies 

may be put in if a driver is arrested and they are left stranded in the 
street. Government feel, however, that there ai-e practical difficulties in work- 
ing the first of these two methods. As the clause runs, if a passenger tells a 
police officer that he must provide another ticca-gharry, the police officer has 
no alternative but to provide another. If he is in an unfrequented part of the 
town, the policeman must either go off to get another, in which c^e the 
driver will probably whip up his horses and be off, or he must detain the 
carriage until another ticca-gharry turns up, which he can engage. This 
would put him in an awkward predicament. It is unfair to the policeman to 
lay this statutory obligation on him. It should be quite enough to provide 
(as will be provided if this amendment is accepted) that the passengers shall 
be allowed to proceed to their destination before the arrest is made.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 



1918.] 


1059 
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AMENDMENT No. 31 . 


The Hon’bl^ Rai Ramha ChiAUAN Pal lUHA..ru moved that in lino - of 
sub-clause (7) of clause 80 for the word “ Govornn.ent ' tho words ‘‘a fun. 
called the Hackney-carriage luind ” bo substituted. 


He said : — 

“ This clause runs as follows : — 

‘(1) All fees and fines n-alized under this A.U shall b,> credited to 
Government, and all charges incurred on the adniinisi ration of this Act shall 
be met from such fees and fines. At tin- <>nd of each year the balance' of 
fees and fines realized during the year, after all such charges have been 
met, shall be paid to the Calcutta Municipal Fund.’ 

I think^ it will iuaki‘ tho matter iikhv clear if it is stated that all fines 
and fo(^s realizful under this Act shall lu* crnMlittMl io a fund oall(‘d tin* 
Ilacknoy-carriagc Fund. 1 do not know wheth(*r ( lu‘ Hon’blc* Mr. < TMalb'y 
has any objection to accepting tin's anuuninnuil 


'J'he Hon’ble Mh. O’Mali.ey said : — 

My I.ord, I n'grc't that (kwernnnmt an* unablf^ to aiaa'pt this ainmnl- 
nuuit* 1 he clause, as it stands, has Ix^iui coj>ie(l from tin* Hurina Act ; and 
it is felt that it is a ])ractical meth(Kl of dealing with this mattfu’.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENTS Nos. 32, 33 and 34. 

U’he following motions, which stood in tin* name of tin* non’i)|<* Kai 
Kadha (diai*an Pal Bahadur, wf'ix*. by b*av(* of tln^ Bresid(*nt, withdrawn : — 

• d\) move that in line - and in liin*s 1 and 5 of edausf* SI for the 
words “ (Jommissionor of Police* ” in tin* two ])la(a‘s wln‘if^ they oc<*ur tln^ 
woitIs “ (Miairman of the Cf )r])orat if >11 ” lx* subsi it nt (*d. 

If motion No. 82 be*, not (Mriicd, also to inoNc that in lines i and 2 
ol (dause Si the woids ‘‘tin; ( nuninissioinr ol JN>lic(‘ or and in lines 1 ainl o 
of t he same clause the words “ tin* ( xunmissioner of Bolicf' f>r ol be omittful. 

d\) move that in line 7 of sub-(daus(* i 1) of clausi* 82 altm* tin* words 
“ tJoi'poratioii of Calcutta” the words '‘tin* ^’hairinan of tin' ( ’or[)orati(jn 
be inserted. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Mk. O’Malley mov(*<l that tin* St'cretarv lx* directed to 
ri*numbor the clauses and sub-clauses ol tin*. Bill in consefuitive onb*r and tf) 
make corresponding alterations in all cross'r(*ler(‘nc(is thereto. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley moved that the Bill, as settled in Council, bo 
passed. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, it only remains for mo to expres the thanks of Government 
to the members of the Select Committee for tl.eir labours and to acknowledge 
the improvements which have been made in the Bill by the amendmen s 
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moved by the Ilon’ble Hai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. I now formally move 
that the Bill, as settle.d in Council, bo passed.” ^ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 

THE BENGAL VILLAGE SELF-GOVERNMENT BILL» 1918. 

13. ^riie Hon’blo Sir Henry Wheeler moved that tlie Bengal Village 
Self-(j()Vernment Bill. 11)18, Ix^ referred to a Select Committee consisting of 
the Hou’bh^ Mr. Kerr, the Hon’bhi Mr. Stevenson-M(K3re, the llon’ble Mr. 
O’Malley, th(‘ llon’ble Mr. Duval, the Hon’ble Mr. Hart, the Hon’ble Babu 
Bhabendra Chandra Hay, th(^ lIon’l)le Mr. Altaf Ali, the Hoii’l)le Kai Sri 
Nath Hay Bahadur, the Hon’l)le Babu Mahendra Nath Ra,>, the Hon’blo Mr. 
Aminur Rahman, th(‘ Hon’()le Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri, and the 
Mover, with instructions to submit iheir report in time for its presentation at 
th(^ January meeting of the Council. 

He said : — 

My Lord, tln^ Bengal Sclf-CJovernment Bill was introduced in this 
< ’()uncil l)y Sir S. P. Sinha on the 4th April 1918, and I am sure that, while 
we much appreciate the reasons which have taken Sir S. P. Sinha (dst^where, 
y(d w(^ all regret that this Coumhl will not have the advantage of his presence 
and advice in the lai.er stages of this measur(‘. Owing to that fact, and also 
to the unforiunate illnt;ss of tln^ Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan, the task of moving this further motion has devolved upon me.” 

The' Bill has now b(H>n befor(‘ the province since its introduction, and a 
large numbeu* of valuable opinions havt' been rec(‘ived upon it, to which the 
Sele(4 Committee' will have to giv<^ its most careful consideration and which 
will be of groat value in arriving at possible imi)rovements and amendments. 
As a general statement, 1 think it may be said that, just as the Bill was 
welcomed on its intrcKluction, so it has receiviKl general approval on its 
further circulation for public opinion. The trend of the opinions received, 
whatever may b(‘ tin* views held on matters of dc'tail, is favourable to tlu' 
main principles of the Bill, welcoming it as a ilistinct advance in a much 
needed direction. 4diere art', naturally differences disclosed on matters of 
detail, and, in particular, as the Hon’l)le Members who have read the opinions 
will have seen, a considerable number of recommendations have been 
made in connection with the r('spectiv(' powers of the union committees and 
the District Magistrate in the matter of the village chaukidar ; that, of course, 
is a very ancient siil\iect of discussion in Bengal. It will now come under 
the (examination of the Select Committee^ which will hav(^ to deal with the 
differemt points of view placed before tlnmi in the replies that hav(' been 
receivc^d. 

Another matter, which has attracted attention, is the judicial powers 
whicii the Bill sc'eks to confer upon village courts and village benches. There 
is a certain amount of oinnion expressed that the clauses dealing with these 
points give somewhat wider powers than is altogether wise; hut T think it 
has been overlooked in some of the criticisms which have been made that 
the conferment of these powers is at the discretion of Government, which 
in a matter of this kind will move slowly. Certainly Government would 
only select first those village committees which are clearly fit for the exercise 
of these powers ; also, under the Bill as it stands, resort to the village courts 
will be optional, the concurrent jurisdiction of the ordinary courts remaining. 
Therefore, people, who do not trust the village courts, need not go to them. 

These are two main aspects of the bill towards which criticism has 
been directed (though, of course, many other details have been touened upon), 
but there is also one large issue of principle that has been raised to which 
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1 would like to invito the attention of the t^juncil. and that is with regard to 
the whole proponed constitution of circle hoards. As those who havt* rt»ad 
the District Administration Committee’s Report will hr aware, the proposal 
for the creation of circle l)oards (unanated from thai IxhIv, the idt'a Ixdng 
that district boards covered too large a unit for rllectiv»‘ su])ervision over 
these village bodies ; experience has shown that local hoards havt‘ not ht^en 
altogether a success in the general sclnMiie ol' local st'lf-gov(M'nnirnt , and 
il was thought therelore, that it vvcjuld an im|)rovrinent to snhsiitutt* a 
body having jurisdiction over a smalhu* art*a and tluorfoif al»h‘ to takr a more 
direct and personal interest in the village uidons wilhiu its charg(‘. The 
general purpose of rlu^ circl(5 board, as explaimul in elansr *19, is lo supi'rin- 
tend the working of the villager unions, to t^xrreisr tiirir ))owt*rs in Mn* rvmt 
of supersession, and to distribute among them tlu‘ grants madi‘ hv lln‘ district 
hoard, since they should possess the local knowledgt' whiidi will enahle tlnmi 
t(^ make an equitahh», division. In th(‘ repli('s reetdved ther^c' is a lair body 
of opinion that the circh^ board is an unnecessary a<Mitioii to the llill, wliich 
will render superior supm-vision top-hexavy, and will add another body 
hetwecui the union committee and th(‘ district hoard which may not alto^retln'r 
make for eas(‘ and smoothm^ss of working. riiat is a view which the Sidect 
Committee will have' t^arefully to (‘xamim‘ If we dn away with tin* circle 
hoard the question will then arise : what is to Im' pul in iis plac(' ? 
Theia; are various expcidients conceivahh*. om* of which is that it would lx* 
feasible to leavi' the local hoard as it is ; that would in \ ()1 vi*, possibly, t In* 
minimum C)f dislocation of t h(> existing s*yst(‘m ; but against that, j'ou havt* 
tin* fact — t-o which 1 havt* already reft'rred— t hat tin* local hoard lias not 
altoget]n‘r given satisfaction in the past in tin* matter of the salm^oftln' 
work which it has rurnod out. ’rinua* may he reasons lor this result. It 
lx* said that local hoards have not liad enough lunds ‘o distrihuti', 
the district hoards do not trust tlicm with resjxjusihility, and th»it 

as thc\' (xmld. llowevi*]*, tdn* lact. 


may 

since tin* ( 

tln‘r(‘[oro they liave noi' done as imic . 

and I think it is tlu‘ gcmu'al opinion — that tin* local )»oard has not 
Anotlnu* solution of the mat.t.er wliudi is mentioned in 
the r.‘i)lics is that W(i luifrht eonstiliitn stuiMliiit: <'omMi;tl.i‘''s (.[ llir .listnct 
l.oanls for the supervision of smaller ureas witliin ilie oM jiinsdietions ol ( lie 
local hourds. That is a point. Sir, whieh will merit ex.ummation. ll wouPI 
idiate body, and | ossil>ly stimulate irrealer interest on 
the working of tlicse union eonimitt(x*s if 


remains 
been a gia^at succi*ss. 


(‘ll inmate an interimxJiatci body, and \ o 

tin* ])art of tlio district board in the working . j. . 

it had S(uno of its members din^ctly e(_)gnizant ol the det.ails legaif mg - lein. 

Apart., hovveviu', from rlu' issue wlietin*!’ the ('itele UmhI is oi is not a 
(h*sirahle part of the future machinery, there is aimiher mat er to he 
considered. The Hill, as fraimxl, would he lairly sunph* and easy ol 
provided it was introduced thixxigliout a dislriel oi l* 

subdivision. Hut in the opinions whicdi havt* lx*en ' ‘ • i 

vi(nv (".xpresscxl that it will not found feasi >le, as a nia . • i o c 

working, to make an extension eovauing as inmdj e\Mi 
sion, as there are not many subdivisions tliiongiauit vv 
hollies could be cxuistituted with any v(uy hopelul eeitain v <> 
vi(‘w is also expressed that it would not lx* <*xp(‘dient lo a < a c ^ • 

than the thana, and that even within tlu^ thaiia th(*n‘ is n* i • . 

amount of unsatisfactory «vorking in tlie nmro '*•“''^"'1^''* • ..xtonilcd io 

diction, lint if. retaining the syste.n of deep 

water; tliat is to say, thero might l>e . * *]*' ^ 

. part of the subdivision and the <.hl hx-al hoa. 

* - - . f 1 ^ . V.. ( 


wlioh* Huhdivi- 
/hich these villagi; 

1’he 


an area smaller than a whoh^ subdivision, wi* 
is to say 

jurisdiction in one part - - — 
the balance, and if either the transferred part 


or th(* r(‘si(lm* 


com rolling 
wen* Hiiiall, (juc 


while the existence of both simultaneously wou f dintrict 

existing system of election by local lioards te 'l’ ’V " jn j t,., he eare- 
i'oards%ould be complicated. That >« 

fully gone into. If standing committees of ;p„ugb it might be 

tuted it might be possible to get over part of the ditticuitt . uiuug 
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Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

objected that tliis entails needless interference with the areas over which the 
present local boards exercise jurisdiction, since areas within which village 
unions will not bo created under the Hill would still pass under the jurisdic- 
tion of the standing committees. 

That is, I think, the largest issue of principle which it will be for the 
Select Committee to tackle, and apart from it, it will be mainly a matter of 
examining the detailed suggestions with the idea of seeing whetlier they 
suggest any improvements in the clauses o! the Bill.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Ciiandka Mitra Bahadur said : — 

“The people of Bengal welcome the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Bill, 1918. I may be permitted to discuss some of the underlying principles 
enunciated in it, namely, (1) tlu^ prote(;tion of the village by rural police, 
and (2) the exei^ise of municipal administration in rural areas. 

The growing popular feeling was that tlu^ Bengal Village Chaiikidari Act 
of 1870 did not proven successrul by the interference of the police. The provi- 
sions of Bengal Act 1 of 1886 and of Bengal Act I of 1892 disturbed the object 
and policy of the Cliaukidari Act. The present Bill has affirmed the main 
principle of i-h(^ Chaukidari Act. It aims at local self-government from the 
lower stratum and therefore the amalgamation of tin' panchayat and the union 
(minmittees has secured considerable improvement of local sedf-governinent 
in villages. But whih^ recognizing this principle, I find there is a departure 
in clauses 23 and 24 of the Bill. The a))pointments of the village chaukidar 
and daffadar lie with th(‘ District Magistrate alt.hougli tlnur salaries are to be 
p)aid by the village committet^. Restricted pow(>rs are given to the village 
committee und(*r snl)-claus(* {2) of clause 21 of th(‘ Bill as r(‘gards lJu* dismissal 
of chaukidars and daffadars. TIh^ punishment to be awarded is authoriz(‘d to 
be giveJi by the District Magistrat(*. He is authoriztul to appoint a daffadar. 
This seen»8 to b('- an inconsistency in the provisions of the Bill. The principle 
to my mind is that larger powers an^ to be given to ih(' village committees 1 
notice that the control of the District Chaukidari Rew^ard Fund is given to tlie 
Magistrate in prebnamce to the village committots 

Theia^ is anotlier idc^a pn'vailing in the scheme of the Act. The Bill 
provides for the formation of tln^ circle board. To guarantee? the success of the 
work of the village comrnitt(‘e these boards are to be constituted. Thert? is a 
difference of o))inion as to the abobtion of the local boards and the substitu- 
tion in their ])lace of the (drcle boards which are considered unsuitable to 
the condition of Bengal and are viewed as more expensive. 

I suppose the Select Committee' will modify the various clauses of the Bill 
and I shall not enter into details as for example the meaning of the word resi- 
dent in clause 5 of the Bill. 

4diere is another principle which has been lost sight of in the Bill. I 
contend that all roads and drains existing at the time of tfie establishment of 
a village committee or of a circle board, not. being private property and not 
being maintained by Government or by the District Boards, shall also vest in 
the village committee or the circle board. The formation of village courts is 
a marked and distinctive feature in the Bill. These courts are to be establish- 
ed for the convenience of the rural population. 

I venture to think that it will not be to the interesfl- of suitors, if legal 
practitioners are not allowed to appear in these courts, otherwise suitors 
will be in the hands of touts. Besides, these suitors and the judges are not 
expected to know much of law and therefore justice demands that pleaders 
should not be prohibited to conduct such cases which are tried bythe^e Courts. 
The words in clause 83 of the Bill appointing all or any of the members of the 
(committee to be a village court is open to criticism. There ought to be a 
bench of two or more judges. The judgment of a single judge is not expect- 
ed to be more satisfactory than that of many. Besides, the member or 
members are untrained lawyers- It is satisfactory to note that in this Bill 
the trial of civil cases by a bench of judges is an indication of the trial 
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by a jury. Nojloubt the value of su.ts m„s. l,o small, but il is ffratifvi.ur 
to the people that Government have reeojjni.e,! t„ a small extent the tri'a 
evil cases by a bench of judges, 'bhe sueeess of the scheme depends in tl e 
selection of the judges ^ 

applies to the formation of the bench lor trying eriminal eases. 

There is one cluuso in the I5ill which demands the'eonsiderat ion ..f the 
Member in charge 1 he necessity of the linal framing of ihe rules hv 
Government after due publication, llulos are framed by ( Jovernnieiit on the 
authority given by the Legislature. 'I'licy have the force of law 'I'lie 
Executive Government frame them and not the Legislature This practice 
has been observed for soimaime, but, I venture lolhink, that if ilnw- arc 
drafted by Government and legal fore- is given to them, it is just and propm- 
at any rate, that Government will be pleased to accept pnbli.- criticism on tin- 
publication^'oi’ thcHc rules. 

The Village Self-Goveriimoiit Hill sliows a dosiro that ihr aduniiist rai inn 
ol local aflaiis ought to l)(> in tlu* liaiulH ol tiir ])i*()|»]i‘. Anyoiu* ^^llo I'catls 
the Hill caiofully will he* con v^iiieiHi ol tho lact, that villagt* coniiniti (*i‘s ought 
to bo iiidopondent units in the adininistralion of local allairs. ddi(‘v inav 
prosper if there bo less intcrIVrenee hy i In* District Magist rat cs ;iinl* if the 
sov(3ral clauses of the Hill divt‘st tho inH rfennica* hy t in* Magistrate.” 


The Hon’ble Hahu Kisiioki Mohan (hiAODnoKi said : — 

“ My Lord, I am sorry 1 am unabh^ to agree with t lu^ ])rt‘vionK speaker’ 
and the Hon’bh^ Meinlier of Govm-ninent . It S(*(*ins to nn* t hat the hta t er 
(!Ours(‘ would have been to wait for some liine than to j)ro(‘eed with the Hill 
at pri'sent. Fhc^ mam idcia ol tiu* Hill is t.o inipi*ovt* tin* villagi* sanitatton, the 
villagf" draiiiagt* and (?ons(irvaney with power for taxation if tief'essary und(*r 
the sup(u*vision ol the local ollic^m's who will he nndm* tin* sujK'rvisien of idle 
District Magistrate and the ( ’onnnissioma- ; and wlnni thesis new bodies 
contemplated in tlie Hill will conn* into existema* t In* (exist ing locLal Hoards find 
Union Connnitti^es, wht‘re\a‘r tln^y an^ in ('xistfoiee, would bi* abolislnul. 
fVn- tin* last quarter of a century, <‘Ver simte bSHo I b(dieve, the District 
Hoard administration was iimbn* the supervision of the Districl Magis- 
trate and the Commissioner; it is only recently and in a f(‘w instaneiLs 
idiar non-orticial chairimui ha\'«‘ been appointed. 1 could not understand 
why Union Committoi's wcuc not (‘sta blislnd all oviu- the country and 
why real iinprovcinifuit could not be <‘llect(Mj m this dire{*tion. FiHids for* 
the purpose have only to be taken out of tire district fund whutli is at tln^ 
disposal and the managmnent of tin* District lioard, and with some taxation 
tiiat fund .sliall have to be augmented and utilizinl for etVi*cting this improve'- 
nient. In the Local Sel f-g(^veinmeni A(^t of ISstf; there is a provision. 

T believe it is section 118, wiiich gives such power for assessing any taxem 
in the Union Committees. Unfortunately, howtu'er, only local Hoir'ds wei(3 
established in many places and not Union Committees. "Idle I'Ci'il work is to 
1)0 done by Union’ Comniittt'es. Tin*. lo(;al Ho irds bt*ing only the supervising 
authority, it is not possible bn* the local Hoard to pay ])ro|)er attentioii 
to the needs of the several thanas in their jurisdiction II any tiling is 
to Ijo done it is to bo done by tin* Union (Jommittee, but nnfortu natrly that 
could not be done. My L(n*d, it may lx* asked why al a time wln^n larger 
questions are being considm*(nl as to how far popular contr*ol should he 
established upon local bodies siudi a proposal has b(‘en put forward. As 1 was 
trying to show, all thes(3 improvements could he (^ai ric^l out hy the District 
Hoard and Union Commit tees, and spt^cial oflicers could be ap|)oint((d iii the 
District Hoard to supervi.se and train villag(*rH lu tliat dir(3cli<>n. 

If thaf could not be done under the HUp(*rvision ol tin; District Magistratf; 
and the Commissioner for so long a pericxl. where is the guarantee that 
would be done now? If the funds ai-e to \n^ taken from the District 
Board, why should they be deprived of the power of supervision ? I hese 
are things which it seems to me can be bc^st considered in the Reformod 
Council. I do not know how long it will take to establish it, hut at any rate. 
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Kumar Shih Shekhar esioar Bag. 

it seems to me there is no hurry about the present Bill. The Bill has been 
circulated, and oi)iiiions have been received. There is difference of opinion as 
to the special provisions that have been introduced by the Member in charge. 
As to the Chaukidari Act, the Act of 1870 was more useful ; the Act of 1892 
created difficulty and some of the powers given in the Act of 1870 were taken 
away by the Act of 1892. Now, there are two bodies side by side ; one is the 
village punchayet and another the Union Committees in some places, and the 
Local Boards in anotlnn*. There is not much power in the hands of the 
panehayets and in the present Bill also I do not find that it is proposed to give 
them much powcu'. As to the judicial work, I am not sure how far it will be 
a real launffit to the p(‘oplo, or wln^ther it will be at all possible for the 
])roposed villag(i court tt) come to a decision on j)oints of res judicata and So 
forth without the h(‘lp of trained lawyers, or whether it will be only the 
village touts who will g('t the advantage^. Of course there are some safeguards 
that the p(U)])le, if they are not satisfied, will go to the district head- 
quarters or subdi visional h(uidquarters for the purpose. However, I am not 
concerned vvilh these' and such other details at pre^sent ; my idea is, and 
I respi^ctfully submit for Your Excelhmey’s sericnis consideration, whether it 
would not b('. better to postpone tin' (consideration of the Bill for tine ]iresent 
and let fls see how far ov(*r tine local bodievs |)opular control would he 
established, and in what better way that can be done. 

With tlu'se remarks, I oppejse tin' referenci^ of this Bill to Select 
Commiti('(‘.” 

T\\o Iloidhle Kumah Shir Shkkiiaukswak Ray said : — 

“ My Lord, 1 shall make only two suggi'stions in connection with tin' Bill 
now before' the Mouscc 'First, I suggost that a maximum rat(‘ of assessiin*nt 
should b(c fixed by law. Section 89 empowers tin' Villag(‘ Committt'o 
to ass('ss according to oircumstan(*('s and the property within tin* vilhigt* of 
the j)('rson liable to assessment. This givi's an extr(‘nn*ly wid(' powt r i.o tin* 
Committee and might prove dangerous in cast's of strong ] art}" ft't'lings in 
the village. Maximum ratc'S of Chaukidari Tax and Road and Public Works 
Cess(>s art^ fixed l)y statutt^ and I would strongly urge that sonu^ such rate 
should be fixcnl for tin* Villagt* Fund ri'tiuiii'iiu'nts. 

The other jn)int that 1 would liki^ to suggest for th(' considt'ration of th(' 
Selec.t (3ommittee is that petty rent, suits, not t'xct'eding Rs 25 in value, 
should be iiicludt'd within t he jurisdiction of village courts, with tin' proviso 
that on application to the MunsitL by t In^ defendant, they should la^ trans- 
ferred to his own file. This will be of immense advantage l)oth to tin' ryots 
and the zemindars. It is a general complaint of the ryots that thc'y are 
unnecessarily harassed by rc'peated and vexatious rent suits. They say that 
if they have to aitend far ofl* courts, in addition lo their personal inconveni- 
ence in a strange town, their work at home also suliers considerably by their 
absence ; and oftentimes these suits are instituted, they allege, in order to 
make them submit to ilit'gal exactions of tln^ zemindar. Admitting for the 
sake of argument, that- tludr allegations are true, it would l)e considt'rably to 
tlreir advantage if tlu^ ]>etty rent suits are tried in their own village. As for 
the zemindars, it is an outstanding complaint that petty rent suits, thanks to 
to th(' legal formalities and enforced exactions of courl people, are not at all 
a paying affair from a financial point of view. Thus, if the tenants of small 
holdings, resist the payment of rents, as tlic'y generally do if there aro joint 
landlords, the latter find it extremely difficult to realize their dues. It is 
therefore to the advantage of zemindars as well, if petty rent suits are 
tried by village courts. 1 therefore urge that provision should be made to 
make these suits triable Ixy village courts. 

There is one further point to which I should draw Your Excellency’s 
attention. It is regarding the composition of the Select Committee. The 
zemindars are vitally interested in this h^gislation. The burden (ff local 
taxation will fall heavily on the zemindars and there are also other matters 
which affect our interests. But I am sorry to ol)Berve that not a single 
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Sir Henry Wheeler. 

j. 0 aenlative of our community in this Council has hocn taken on the 
Cominittoo. The same rennarks apply totin' St'lcct Coniinitici' on (he Primary 
Education Bill- T do not know whether it. is a studied negh'ct of our 
ropi’osentativos. But I think 1 ought to make my luimlde suhmission to Your 
Excellency regarding the matttn-. 

d'he Hon’ble Siu Hknky Whekleu said 

My Lord, of the three Mon’hh' Moinhers who have spokc'ii on (his motion, 
the speeches of two deal mainly with matters of detail arising init of tiie Bill, 
and I can only assure the llon’l)le Mcmix'rs that tliese details will he duly 
examined hy the Select (.hunmittee. With n'fi'renctLt.o tlie remark of the last 
speaker regarding the constitution of the Seh'ct Coimnittee. 1 can assure him 
that there was absolutely no intention whatever on the part ol (In Covern- 

ment not to consult th(‘ zemindars in a matter of this kind. As a matter o| 

f'lct in selecting names for tlie Select ( 'onimitti'e we first took tliose of sonn' 
meinbers represu'utative of District Boards, as the subject of Dist net Boards 
enti'rs so largely into tin* Bill, and following upon tliat, \ve tn.'d to make the 
Si'lect CoiTUnitteci representative of official and non-oiheial interests ami ol the 
t wo great communities of Hindus amlMuhammadans I do not think it can 
be said that there are many points in the •Bill which so distinctly roler ti> 
zemindars that tliey cannot be adequately dealt with unless tlie si.ecial 
representatives of th(' latt.-r sit on th.' Select (minmittce— moreover there is 
ahvivs the right of moving amondmoni s in (hmncil and some meiiibeis ol 
t.he'seli'ct Committee are ziunindars tlu'insel vcs. although not representing 
spi'cial zemiiidari constituencies. 

The only point of principle that has been raised is tlial taken by tlie 
Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan (hiaudhuri, who as I iin lerstand him, 
laiggeststhat we should posti.oiie Mu- Bill o„ the ground 

tl,m at the present moment is inoiiportune. 1 am afraid 1 .•am.ot agi ee w li tin 
r!'asm.s which he has advance, 1. Even histori, -ally 1 his ,s not a new suby-e 
Tlie .lesirability of encouraging ami advaiK'.ng 
taking modern times, certainly goes back t>i the ,la>s <> u < 

It was mlvocated in tb.' Decentralization .oinimssioii ;; ;;;i; ,,„Uv 

nro-e,! in bv the District Adimnislral loii ( (immitto. t is (oiisian y 

"l^i'i ed tc! a.i I he^u.r.len of many m-wspaper articles and it is 

ti.ned in the speeches of public men as one of the crying necls ol "‘j 

I. cann.., L .aid . w., l.av,. . »..dd,„,l,v ha a,.;... l',',';; 

an. y.>ing l.n rii.h’ it. llii ouiili with iiii ‘.a. a ^ ( l..vt.rimii.til ni l.'aal 

Bill might well have been .. ‘.r Jo isfai'tiim t .. tin- present 

Carmichael, and it vyould have been Hsors in whose 

Government if the Bill had Adniii istration Committee, 

time it originated m the report of h j, ,,rrt ieiilarly 

Secondly, apart from the fact that it is not a lu % .1 

opportune at the present moment, as i • L|. ,,x(.ensive altm-a- 

-air is just now ^ 

tions in the sufierslructure t>fb»'W( in ■ , , ^y,. „,uHt.look tothe 

inent that for the successful working <> ' 1^ matter of coiniiion agreement 

soundness of the, foundations, ami . ‘ .mall b.Klies 

that those foundations are to he foun< imincdlatf* neiglihour- 

composed of the villagers themselves doing 'v<.rk m ^ ‘ Secretary 

hood of tlieir homes. The point is dwe t uP-- ^ ; J ,o me 

of State and the Viceroy, and I do not wish to , a,lvanco 

to bo particularly appropriate, that, d to enlarge and im- 

which is coming in higher spheres wo of aovornmeiit in this 

prove what after all is the immediat . , :t„„if Therefore, Sir, I cannot 

country, the Administration of tlio vi lage - ^ f(,rward by the Iloii’ble 

«dvi,o,.heCounciUoaccoplthev,ow ''“'’;:;X.d on tld. HUl »«•> "•>’ 

Member — a view which, ’-eadingthe opinionsjeom^ 
views as expressed on platforms and T ,f one. 

all, by a small minority, even if it bo not by a minority 
The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Ilcsoluitons, 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 14. 

THE BENGAL JUVENILE SMOKING BILL, 1918. 

Tlio Hon’l)]o Dr. Am>ULLA-AL-MAMUN Suhkawardy presented the Report 
of the S(3lect (Joiiimilteo on the Bengal Juvenile Smoking Bill, 1918. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 16. 

RESOLUTIONS 

[under ihe rules for the discussion of matters of general jiublic interest). 

The Hoii’bh? liAj Maiikm)Ra Ciiandka Mitra Bahadur moved the follow- 
ing r(^Holuti()n ; — 

TliiH (youncil rtuionnnonds to the (governor in Council that Government 
(h) take Hteps I'or the pr(‘-vention of tln^ pollution of the water of the Bhaga- 
rathi (i^Hpecnally near Municipal areas which are not ].rovided with the 
supply of filter(Ml wati'i ) l)y tra<h* waste wattu’s. mineral oils, other washings, 
and trad(M-efiiH(‘ from neighbouring mills, factories, workshops and distilleries, 
et(r., in tlio districts of the 21-rarganas, Howrah and llooghly. 

He said : — 

“^ly Lord, the water of the Bhagaraihi is nowadays polluted to a larger 
(‘Xtcnit than before by tradi^ waste waters, mineral oils, and other washings 
by ch'aning ( he dillVnamt ]3arts of tho machinery ami trade refuse from the 
neighbouring mills, factori('S, workshops, etc., which are evidently oii the in- 
(ua^ase. in 1879-80 theia^ wert‘ in India 22 jute mills at work with 4.964 
looms and 7(h84() spindles only. But ]U)W (191e5-16) there are jute mills in 


1 

as shown Ix'low : — 

Jute Mills. 



District.. 

No of inillH 

No of loom. 

Nt> of ppinrllr. 

24-Piirgaiiat> 

42 

24,032 

478,875 

Hooghly 

12 

6,693 

141,236 

Howrah 

12 

8,5] 8 

178,730 

Total 

6G 

39,243 

798,841 


Besides tliere are on the river side 11 cotton mills, 2 paper mills, 2 dis- 
tilleries and various other kinds of large industrial establishments in the 
above-mentioned three districts. 

Tilt' subject of the dis)<t)sal of t radt‘ waste demands serious attention of 
Your Excellency’s Council. The unliltered water of the Bhagirathi, taken 
vtu-y near tln^ edge, is the drinking supply of many millions of the population in 
the districts of the 2 1-Pargaiias, Hooglily and Howrah. Only a very small 
number of municipal towns in these districts is provided with filtered water, 
but- in tln^ majority of municipal towns, viz.. North Dum-Dum, Boi*anagore. 
K<unnrhatty Panihatty, Barackpore, North and South Barrackpore. Titagarh, 
Garni ia, Bhatpara. Naihatty Halisahar in the district of 24-Parganas, Rishra- 
Konnagore, Baidyabatty, Bhadrosw^ar and Kotrung in the district of Hooghly 
and Bally in the district of Howrah, there has not as yet been any arrange- 
ment for the supply of filtered water to tho people. 

The question connected with the sanitary condition of the water of the 
Bhagirathi of the present day in the yJmtricts of the 24-Parganas, Hooghly 
and Howrah has as a matter of fact become a very complicated problem on 
account of the presence of the sewage of effluents from the manufacturing 
processes of the neighbouring mills, factories, etc. 
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Hjo princjpnl kindn (i trade refuse and washings of the different parte of 
the machinery met wiili in those places in onlinary jiractice are derived 
following heads : — 


{1^ Waste watei 8 resulting from tlie cleansing and other pri^par^^ 
processes connected wdth jute and cotton lihr(‘s, 

(2) Paper making, 

{3) Distilleries, and 

[4) Various chemical works, etc. 


1. Jute coitO)i—Ravf cotton as it reaches the spinner contains about 5 
per cent, of Inpuririos, which, if not removed would impair the whiteness of 
manufactured goods aiid would interfere with subv‘>^(‘qiuuit dycdng and print- 
ing operation. These impurities, according, to Dr. E. Scdiunck, comprist‘ : — 

{!) A cotton wax. 

[2) A fatty acid which appears to be eitlier margaric; or a mixture of 
palmitic and stearic acids. 

(S) Nitrogenous colouring matters. 

{4) Pectic acid, which forms the greater bulk of the impnriti(*s. 

{3) Albuminous matter. 


The bleaching of raw jute whetlnu* in tlie yarn or lln^ {)it‘c*e is (^ssmiti- 
ally the same as tln^ process used for cotton. It is liowever longer and mort' 
tedious and the various processes, boiling, cinunicking an I H(^iiring must b(‘ 
rept'al/(5d several times be£or<‘ a satisfactory rc'sult is ol)taim‘d. Tin* raw jute 
(‘ontains a greater proportion of impuritiiis than raw cotton. 

Dr. H. !M. Wilson, m.j>., ij.sc., and Dr. II. T. (’ahu rt, immu 

(the former being the Chief Inspector, West Hiding, of tlu^ Y()rksliir(^ Hiviu*s 
Hoard and the latter Chit^f (Jlnunical Assistant, West Hiding, of Yorkshiro 
Rivers ]h)ar(i), Autliors of a IVxt Hook on Trad(' VVhaste W^aters ; d'heir Nature 
and Disposal. Published by Ch Grifin it (h). Ltd., London, state ‘‘ that septic 
tank treatment of liquids containing organic matter can mwiu’ by itsidf Kuilieci 
to produce effejiiive purilication and the oi)inion is now gimerally liidd that it 
does not serve lo l)riiig them into the best conditiv>»n for sul)S(»(iuent biologic^al 
tr(‘atinent. as tli(*y are also wholly robbed of dissolvi^d oxygen and (iontain 
sulj)huretted hydrogen. Sceptic tank treatment is siddom to be reeoniiminded 
for t]’ad(^ waste waters ” 

2. Paper making — Esparto grass is used for the liiglu'st class of 
printing papers. For writing f)ap(jr, rags are used, whilst for ti(*ws-papcrH 
wo(xl-pulp is largely used. The quantity of water used is gemually greatest 
at mills where rags and esparto are used. The waste licpun's ])rodnced in tin; 
manufacture of paper from esparto grass are very oftim found polluted. Th(^ 
liquid from the boiling process is usually mixo.d with tin? liqur^r obtaimid 
from tlie list washing of pulp In the manufacture of brovvif-paixu', th(f dirty 
nature of the materials creates very strong poiluting liquids. Owing to tin? 
large amount of caustic soda iisetl, in nearly all the j)roc(*ss(^s (jf i)apm- making 
th(3 effluents from paper mills are almost invariably exceedingly alkaline, and 
therefore very injurious to fish life and streams in general. I'ln* a(l(^qurit(3 
treatment of the strong ‘ kier ’ liquors is very difficult and up to now there 
seems to be no efficient and economical way of dealing with them. 

3. Disltlleries. — The waste liquid derived frc/rn distilb^rios is mostly 
water which is always polluted and it speedily decoin poscjs, laciic and butyric 
acivis being formed. The presence of distillery waste in any quantity is apt 
to cause considerable nuisance. Distillery waste has lieen successfully 
treated on land and also in percolating filters, the usual course being to 
precipitate with lime as a preliminary process. The great point appears to be 
to deal vvitk the liquid, before it becomes acid. 

4. Various chemical works, —The refuse from chemical works is 
generally poisonous and poilating. 
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Mineral oils . — Various kinds of mineral oils are often used in cleaning 
chinery in mills, factories and workshops. These oils are sometimes 
ible on the surface of the water of the Bhagirathl and pollute the river to 
'’eat extent. 

In the majority of cases, the solutions of the problem have been found 
signally wanting when actually put to the test. There is no best metluxi of 
the disposal of the trade waste and mineral oils used in cleaning machinery, 
into the liver, the uutiltered water of which is the drinking supply of. many 
millions and which can be universally adopted regardless of local conditions 
in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Hooghly and Howrah. 

To mention all the various trade processes in detail and the different waste 
produced by each, would re<iuir(3 a much longer time than the limit of time at 
my disposal in moving this important resolution concerning the welfare of 
many thousands of the population. Under the circumstancas, I do not intend 
even here to mention very briefly the mass of most valuable information 
which t'xists in the reports of the various committees fonnulateil by civilised 
Governments in Europe and in America, and Royal Commissions wliicli have 
been appointed in England from time to time, giving the Lost views of the 
period on the subject. 

It would be quite impossible within the short limit of time at my disposal 
to-day to deal with all the points connected with tlu^ trade waste waters, 
mineral oils mainly used in (deaning the machinery, other washing and trade 
refuse which now pollute the water of the Bliagirathi. 

d'rades are carried on where there is generally no means of ae(;ess to . 
sewers and cons(Hj[U(3ntly pollution of the Bhagirathi generally occurs. 

Trade wastes may consist of solids or liquids. Asa general rule, ^how- 
ever, the bulk of trade waste is in liquid form consisting of water used for 
trade purposes, and for carrying various impurities both in solution and 
suspension. 

The fact must not bo lost sight of that solids in the form of heaf'S of 
chemical refuse may, tlirough the agency of rain water, bficawie a most serious 
source of pollution, either continuous or intermittent. 

The Government of India in a recent resolution on sanitation concludes 
that ‘ the Governor General in Council appeals with confidence to all who 
hav^e interest in the well-being of India to join with him and the local Govern- 
ments in a sustained endeavour to give effect to His Imperial Majesty’s most 
gracious wish that the homes of his Indian subjects may be brightened and 
their labour sweettuied by the spread of knowledge with all that follows in 
its train, a higher level of thought, of comfort anti of health.’ 

With these words, I beg to move this important Resolution on sanitation 
in which Your Excellency takes a keen interest. And I hope and trust that 
this Resolution may be accepted by all the members — official and non-official 
European and Indian Meml)era of your Pjxcellency’s Council.” 

The Hon’ble Baku Ambika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

“ My Lord, I whole-heartedly associate myself with the resolution which 
has been moved by my hon’ble friend, though I am not prepared to travel 
over the ground of the scientific researches to which my learned friend has 
referred. It is an admitted fact that the River Hooghly, from Calcutta upwards, 
to a distance of over 20 miles, as far as I«he tide goes, is a receptacle of all 
sorts of pollution ; and it has to be admitted also that in spite of the"*few water- 
works that may have been established in some of the riparian municipalities, 
a large number of the population of the towns and villages on both sides of 
the River Hooghly. who have scruples to use filtered water, actually 
use the river water both for drinking as well as culinary purposes. If Govern- 
ment feel that it is justified in suspending Municipalities for defects of water- 
works, 1 think it cannot ignore its own responsibilities of giving as much 



Mesolutiom, 

Mt. O Malley I It at Makendra Chandra Mtlra Bahadur* 


1069 


19 « 


protsotion as is possible to the river- water of the Hoojphly from Calcutta up~ 
wards. With tliese observations I support this resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

My Lord, the resolution is somewhat wide in its scope, for it refers 
to the discharge into the Hooghly of trade waste and nduse from , all kinds 
of industrial undertakings, whether big or small, and whatevei^t nature 
of the material they deal with ; and the Hon’ble Meml)cr st*oms to think 
that all trade waste is noxious. Legislation would be necessary to give full 
effect to the resolution ; for in Bengal there is no such measure as tiie 
Hi vers Pollution Prevention Act, which is in force in Great Britain, (iovern- 
inent cannot at this stage undertake to introduce legislation oC this character, 
as there are not sufficient data to show how far legislation is nect^ssary, and 
what form it should take. The Sanitary Commissioner has made an eiKpiiry 
and finds that while some of tlui industrial works on the Hooghly dis(‘harge 
trade waste into its water, others do not. Some havt^ installed rec'overy plant 
to prevent waste or loss of material, others have not. The Sanitary Commis- 
sioner’s enquiry, however, is only a preliminary investigation. It is not 
exhaustive, and Government have at pn'sent not got full int’ornialion as to 
all the discharges that come into tlu*. Hooghly and as to tlnnr hygirmic 
efiects. Dr. Fowler stated in a report on rivers that ' livers may l)(‘ polluted 
with trade effluents that will giv(^ all manner of stranger chtunical analysis, 
but these will not materially inorease, the number of pathogenic* organisms. 
The question of river pollution is not a simple and (>asy oik? It is also not 
concerned merely with trade waste but extends to other things, for instance, 
the dumping into the river of municipal refuse and street sw('e])ings by the 
authorities of riparian municipalities, etc. Before undertaking h^gislation 
it is necessary to have a full enquiry to show exactly how matters stand, 
what nuisances should be provided for and in wlnat way. Otherwise there 
an? certain to be omissions which would defcjat tin? object of higislation. 
Again, it maj^ not be necessary to prohibit some matt(»r from Ixung dis(*hargcMi 
into the river; other dischargers may lx*, pi^rmissibh' if subject to proper 
safeguards and so on. Government are also bound to sec that any action 
which may be taken, whih* providing proper safeguards for the jiublic health, 
does not imperil the industries, large or small, on which tin? prosptrrity of 
Calcutta and the riparian towns so largely depends. Whih;, tlierefore, 
Government is unable to accept the resolution as it stands, it is ready to 
institute a full enquiry in order to nscortain whether legislation, and if so 
what kind of legislation, is necessary ; and I trust the llon’ble Mover will 
bo satisfied with this assurance.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said : 

My Lord, as far as I un<l6rstand the words of Hon blc Mr. O Malloy, 
Government intend to make a lull enquiry and then, if necessary, to 
introduce legislation. It is very gratifying to get this information. There 
cannot be any doubt. Sir, that it is very uncomfortable for one who nv’'os on 
the river side and the peopte who go to bathe in the river to sof? trade-refuse 
and other filthy things floating on the river. Ihousands an<l thousands of 
applications have been made to many persons and authorities but they have 
been of no avail. Therefore it is highly necessary that stop *^m^^ld^be takem 
by Government in this connection and I approach Your Excellency s (lovern- 
ment with that object and that object alone. Your Excellency will consider 
that time will bo necessary to make an enquiry on the subject and legislation, 
if introduced, will take further time. What shall be done m the meantime is 
a problem wjiich Your Excellency will liavo to consider. If I do understand 
that the people who are complaining of this nuisance are peuuectly right 
in putting their complaint before their authorities, it is a qu^iion for 
consideration whether immediate steps should be taken or not. My Ewa, 
I am not in a position to suggest to Your Excellency s Council what these 
ste{is will hay but it is for Your Excellency’s Council to consiaer that if 
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legislalion is necessary upon the materials and facts which have been 
supplied to the Council, it is also necessary that immediate steps should -be 
taken in this connection. It is a growing complaint and I cannot emphasise 
iny idea better than this — that Government ought to take immediate steps to 
put a stop to the commission of this nuisance. We can trace Sir, the place 
where the nuisance is committed and if wo do that then certainly some kind 
of injunction, some kind of steps — eftective steps — should be taken immediate- 
ly. Your Kxcellenoy will consider that, after a good deal of consideration, 
after studying the various reports of the authorities on the subjects and after 
})er8onal inspection of the locality, I have come to Your Excellency’s Council, 
complaining of the very fact which is the daily complaint of those who live on 
the riverside. This is all that 1 can say. 

I’he motion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 16. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman AH moved tlie following resolution: — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a Government 
High Englisli School be established at Cox’s Bazar in the district of Chitta- 
gong. 

lie said : — 

“My Lord, Cox’s Bazar is a subdivision of Chittagong. Its population 
is about 7 lacs ; its income from Khas Mahal only is about 7 lacs. It 
has come under British away nearly 200 years ago. It is a matter of 
regret that up to now it has no Government or aided school there. It is not 
half a century that the Hill Tracts in Chittagong has come under the British 
rule. It has got a Government Middle English School some 20 years back at 
Bangainati. The inhabitants of Cox’s Bazar consist of mugs, lower class 
Hindus and uneducated Muhammadans. It being situated far away at tlie 
oast extremity of this Presidency in the south-east is left uncared for in the 
matter of education, though it has been given a munsif’s court, a stibdivision 
office, a Khas Mehol office and a Sub-registry office, and several police thanas; 
thougli there is a good nund)er of pleaders, muktears, revenue auents and 
amlas to meet the requirements of the several offices of the court, but among 
them, Your P^xcellency will be surprised to learn, not even one of them belongs 
to this unfortunate subdivision. The reason is not far to seek. It is in want 
of English education. I believe this fact alone will commend itself for the 
establishment of a Government school there. 

This subdivision had once the gocxl fortune to have the advent of the 
Director of Public Instruction with the Inspector of Muhammadan schools, and 
a deputation headed by ihe Subdivisional Officer waited upon him, and the 
Director of Public Instruction was ) leased to tell them that if a High 
Pinglish school be established there it would bo a Government High Phiglish 
schoftl. It is a talk of some 6 years back — no indication of establishing a High 
English school is yet visible. Last year Mr. Biss, Assistant Director of 
Muhammadan Education, went there and gave them hope that a High Plnglish 
school would bo given. Some 60 boys belonging to this sub-division reading in 
Chittagong flocked there, but unfortunately the Director of Public Instruction 
did pot fulfil their expectation and they had to revert to Chittagong again. 
According to the report of the Buddhist Association more than 100 students read 
in Chittagong ; most of them read in several schoPls in class VJI and upwards. 
Complaints from Amlas of several offices and even from Hakims such as 
Munsifs, Sub-divisional Officers, Khas Tahsildars and Sub-Registrars are heard 
that they cannot give their children education at Cox’s Bazar, thpre being no 
High English school. Similar complaints are heard from the people of the 
legal profession and from Amlas. I trust complaints like these are not unworthy 
to be heard. T asked the present Director ^ Public Instruction to-visit that 
place, but I think that be could not. find time perhaps owing to pressure of 
'work. ■ ‘ 
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My Lord, the Government of E«a8lern Bengal and Assam had given this 
sub-division a Government Middle English school and had given hope of raising 
it to the status of a High English school. Witli the disappearant^e of that 
Governnmnt that expectation lias disap]>eared like several other hopes. 

My Lord, this Council will bo struck with surprise that, under tliis IVesi- 
deiicy, which is known to be a most advanced one in British India, thert^^ is a 
sub-division having no High English school. Governineiit have givtm (Jovtuii- 
ment High English schools in several jJaces. I fail to undtustand why this sub- 
division which is most backward is not given a High English sehool. Nature 
is not unkind to this place ; many European gentlemen far from this place 
frequent Cox’s Bazar for change of climate and to take sea baths to remove skin 
disea&es. In point of climate it is congenial to health. In point of education 
it is lamentable, it is very backw'ard. It requires the special eart;. of the 
Government, a Government which is famous for taking (aire in order to 
ameliorate the condition of its subjects. 

Further delay for improving the condition of this sub-division in the 
matter of education will bring blasphemy upon the gocxl name of British 
rule. 

The Middle English school is locate<l in Khas Mahal larnl. It has a 
boardinghouse, and the land in possession of th(‘ Middle English school is quiti^ 
sufficient for a High English schex)]. Additional expc'nditnn* for tlu^ ert‘ction 
of 4 upper classes is nec(‘ssary, and if tin* present Govt^rnimmt (^\j)endil ur(^ he 
douhhid all the r<^quir(‘ments for a High English sehool will quil(‘ (mough. 
Now l)y the grac(W)f God, the financial difficulty has gone vvit h th(‘ clos(‘ of 
the unfortunate war. With tlieso observations, I biisec^eh \oiir Ex(?(4h*ney’H 
Covornment on behalf of lacs of Your Excellency s subje^ets to ciward a 
Government High English school to Cox’s^ Bazar by accepting my resolution.” 


The Hon’blc Maulvi Ahul Kasem said : — 

“My Lord, I rise to 8upi)ort the resolution whieh has IxMm moved by my 
hon’blo friend to the right. I only want to say that if the Government find 
it difficult, as I believe they will fmd difficulty, to accept the resolution as it 
stands to pledge themselves to establish a Gov(n*nment High Si^hool at (hix’s 
Bazar, I hope my friend and the ptMiple intiuostc^d lu Gox s Bazai *ind n'siding 
therein will lie satisfied if the Dep artment of Education only promise to 
towards the ostablishinent of ai<led High School and also encourage the KK‘,al 
people with a grant-in-aid. I lielieve that is a mon^ practical way of (htahng 
with this matter. Coneldoripf? tli<( sitiialioii anti the fact tliat tliore are no 
high schools, I think the matter will receive careful eoiiHidoration at the 
hands of the Director of Public Instruction. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Wokuswortii said : — 

“My Lord, the subject of this rosolui,loti is one that has received long 
attention departmental Iv and particularly al the coimmui cement of this year 
when a petition was submitted to Government making the saino request. 
The matter was then investigated carefully, by educational otheers on the 
spot, by the superior administrative officers of Ooveniinent in the district 
and division and by educational officers who went from Headquarters at 
Calcutta ; and it was the deliberate decision of Goveriinient, after a long 
and careful enquiry, that no case had been made out for the establishment 
of a Government High English School in the subdivision. I he words of 
Government were that Government were unable to accede to the roquest 


•e tnar. vjruveriiuir>iiv . Li* i 

inasmuch as it was not the general policy of Government fo ««tabli«h 
d) English Schools in subdivisions. I he circumstances of 


Government High Englisu oeiiwio m . 

the situation are briefly these. In this big aub-ilivis.on, » 

large landlord. The population are diverse m caste, creed and customs, 
and are backward in education, using the words in the 
they hav® not made much advance towards what we call 
Govetaxaeot, however, mindful of its position as landlord, an nlso 
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accordance with its general policy, has done much and is doing much to 
cnconrago education in this subdivision, and I have amongst my papers a 
long list of tli(i various schemes which Government has worked out and 
put into operation for the educational welfare of this district. They touch 
mainly primary and vernacular education and the training of teachers ; 
they include sj^ecial facilities for the education of Burmese children, 
and Mohainedan children. Government also ten years ago provincialized, i.c., 
turned into a (Government school, a local Middle English school and so has 
afforded facilities here forgiving education to boys up to the age of LS or 14. 
This was intended to be a test of the position and of the needs of the district. 
This Middle English school has not flourished. It has been a great expense 
to Government and the expense appears to be increasing as the roll number 
is steadily diminishing. There is in this experiment nothing that will 
warranlr us in going forward confidently to the establishment of a Government 
High English School, for in this matter of the establishment of Government 
High English Schools, Government has a practice and a policy. Government 
High Schools are regularly maintained at district head-quarters. It is true that 
we have in Bengal a few Government schools at subdivisional head-quarters, 
but there are special reasons for them. Those in Western Bengal are mainly 
survivals from a very earl^^ date of English education in Bengal when schools 
were established m^ar (Calcutta In Eastern Bengal wo have some Govern- 
ment schools at subdivisional head-quarters as a legacy from the lat(^ Eastern 
Bengal and Assam which took over temporarily and turned into Government 
scliools certain schools at subdivisional head-quarters which there was reason 
to suspect were being used for purposes other than educational. This is our 
practice and it is based upon a policy on which the most recent authoritative 
statement is this, ddie Government of India in a resolution of 21st February 
1913, stated the poli(;y in those words : ‘ Subject to the nc^cessities of variation 

in defer(mce to local conditions theif policy in regard to secondary education 
required among other things the establishment of Government High English 
Schools in such localities as might on a survey of local conditions and with 
due regard to educational effort and expense be proved to require them.’ 

It was by this test that the needs of the Cox’s Bazar subdivision were 
considered this year, when Government decided that no case had been made 
out for the establishment of tliis school. 

The appeal to the Government is an appeal partly to Government’s 
duty as a Government, partly to Government’s duty as a landowner, and 
partly to Government’s compassion. 1 have amongst my papers letters 
written from these different points of view, and the appeal to Government’s 
compassion is, I believe, a confession that the local public do not believe 
that a high school in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision can bo a successful 
high school judged by ordinary standards. Usually when there is a real need 
for education in a district or locality not served by a Government school, the 
local publi(5 transform and put this need into effect ; they establish a high 
school which as soon as it can prove that it is likely to be successful 
establishes a claim to Government’s interest and assistance. This has not 
been done in Cox’s Bazar. I believe one or two sporadic attempts have been 
made to form a High English school, but they hav^ not flourished long enough 
to attract the attention of Government and the appeal now is that we should 
establish a Government High English School there because the local public 
are diffident about moving on their own initiative. Government therefore 
has considered that the need in not proved, and while I am not able to say 
what may happen in the future, and while I cannot recommend the Council 
to acco] t this resolution, I do ask the Council to believe that we are not 
insensible to the difiiculties of a place like Cox’s Bazar, or to our obligations 
as an Education Department.” 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali said : — 

“ My Lord, the Director of Public Instruction has teen kind enough to 
admit that Government is the landlord of that subdivision, and is the ruler 
df it alsa There is no denial of that fact. Gbveratnent realise several lacs of 





Hesotutfons. 

Babu Kishori Mnhc.n Chaudhuri. 


i07S 


rupees annually from that khas- mahal as i h. i ■ . . 

other sources of income. Several tliousands oF r are bosKles 

But what steps have the Glovorn?Lnt Xn «>vo m that suhclivision. 

division within ;he last hundred vems v wJ" .. 

i,i„ Ml sympathy will, the oVuca, Tonal ^ ? ^ 

has recently taken over Ranffainati and ^ 1 .- i * ^*<*''^‘rnniont 

High School there at a heavy ^o^ ;'«tahhshed the C’W.v«a 

there, without knowing whether it is gointr lo lx- kik.x 'r* 1 “' Ji ehaneo 

steps have been taken for the improvement of the b' ‘“I'* 

which is inhabitated mostlv by dW.s i id L., .> 

Director of Public Instruction 1ms mCt;Tf ha^ siZi d^’^ ^ 

sub-divisions Government themselves established IH^I, 

This sub-division should, I think also be tr, n 1 I 1 . ^ Schools. 

rnany public offices in this sub-diV-sion and the h,;"! people'caS l>e ippoini- 
ed because they are not educated sufficiently in Knglish 1 have bm-n o Tin 
answer to a question ol mine that the initial expenditure would be Us a )( ( 
on a High English SclKKil. If we consider che'income Gove 1 m ni .h riZ 
from that sub-div, Sion, then, 1 think, that a HigI, English Sc <1 ua “ 
easily establishe and supported there. The seliool can be situated on i-4a" 
?Aia4anand and there will be no necessity for acquisition of land. The school 
w iich is already there has a few classes and a few more classes can be added 
thereto IMien if (Tovernment see that the people do not aiipreciate the scIkx.I 
he mat er can be d ropped at once. If Government start one class just now 
( bdr.Z ^t'xlonts who l.ave to livv in 

soft c?S r rx3ople pay a 

1 dmv T ' ^J<>'^‘'' »ment as a /.cmimlar have got 

a duty t,o perform by the people and they should establish a High English 
r!)cliO()l in this 8ul)-division. 

The renolufion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 17. 

17. The HoiiMile Iial)U Kiahori Mohan ( diaiulhuri inovinl ihi* followini/ 
resolution : — ^ 

1 his (.council recoiiiinoiidH to the (iovun'iior in (Council — 

(i) that a sifting inquiry h(? inadf^ by a coniinitteo, coiiHisting of experts 
and non-official g(^ntlenien, to aHci^rtain — 

(a) the causes which led to the riioinit unpn^fu^deiited Hood 
over a large area in the districts of Uajshalii, Ifogra, 
and Dinajpur ; and 

the conditions of tlie Atrai, the Oadai, and the Baraiioi 
rivers and tfie waterways connected with th(un, and, 
in particular, if the receiil h)w<^ring of the railway 
liridgos by about 3 feet in or iKiar tln^ afFectod localities 
has caused serious obstruction t.o the natural water- 
ways of the country and has inad(^ the recurrence of 
such n flfxjd possible ; and 

(^) that Buch remedial moasurcH ho adopted as may 1x3 rccommeiidoii 
by that committee. 

He said : — ’ 

My Lord, it will perhaps he iioeiliess for me to dilate at length on 
the ravages caused by the recent flood in parts of i ho districts of liajshahi. 
Bogra, Pabna and Dinajpur because details have been published in the 
newspapers, from which the Hon’hl<3 Members must have already come to 
of the nature and extent of the- same. I can only say this that 
nnflering has been very great and more so because the people of the 
affected aim ara not habituated to such floods. I»,for one, do not remember 
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such a flood ever having taken place in tliis part of the Rajshahi Division 
within niy life-time. Therefore, my Lord, what I want is a prevention of the 
recurrence of such floods in future for, as we all know, prevention is much 
better than cure. Of course the Government has done much to relieve the suffer- 
ers after the flood came and it will be sheer ingratitude on my part not to ex- 
press to them and especially to the Hon’ble Mr. Gumming, who went* to the 
locality for a personal inspection, my sincere tlianks on behalf of the people of the 
Rajshahi Division, and I shall also be failing in my duty if in this connection I 
omit to mention the splendid services rendered in this respect by Mr. Cassells, 
the District Magistrate oC Rajshahi, but for whose prompt action the suffering of 
the people of the Naogaon subdivision would perhaps have been double, the 
District Magistrate of Bogra and other Government officers and non-official 
bodies such as the Ramkrislma Mission and other relief committees local or 
otherwise whf)8e genuine sympathy and untiring personal labour, at consider- 
able self-sacrifice, for the people, liave evoked great admiration and respect. 
But, my Lord, when the suffering caused by the flood is so great, something 
ought to l)e (lone, if tliat is piossibJe and within our power, to prevent the 
annual visits of such devastating accidents and I want a committee of ex- 
perts and non-officials to enquire into the causes of this flood and suggest 
remedial measures. 

It lias been suggested that heavy downpour continuously fgr 48 hours 
was the only cause. But, my Lord, to my ears this seems rather strange 
because the natural drainage in that part of the country has always 
proved adequate^ on account of the existence of several rivers passing through 
the Chalan bil and further there is no explanation why the floc^ was- ccmfiiuul 
to limited areas and did not extend to the whole area through which theses 
rivers pass. My information, on the other liand, is that water logging on 
account of the Railway bridges over the rivers and other waterways is rather 
the main causes of this unprecedented flood. There has been an interruption 
to the natural drainage by the lowering of, and diminution of spans, in the 
Railway bridges in the newly constructc^d Broad-gauge Railway lines from 
Pakshi to 8antahar and Ishurdi to Serajgunge. 

I hav(i been credibly informed that the two rivers, the Jumna and the Atrai, 
meet at Suktigachha cm the west of the Atrai bridge on the Northern Section 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway, but the waterways through the Railway line 
being insufficient, tli(5 water level on the west of the line after the heavy rain 
became 4 oi 5 feet higher than that on the eastern side ; and this resulted 
in the sudden AockI in parts of the Naogaon Subdivision and Dinajpur drained 
by those two rivers. Similarly obstructions in the river Nagor by the vSanta- 
har-Bogra Railway lino caused the flood in Bogra. The Gurnadi which is 
the confluence of the Jumna and the Atrai meets the river Baranai near 
Sherkole in the Nator Subdivision and then the river Ifarolo or Gadai near 
Shaoil to the west of Chalan bil and then these rivers pass through it ; but 
the Chalan bil water being obstructed at Bera Faridpur by the Ishurdi-Seraj- 
gunge Railway lino caused the heavy flo(xl in ndje areas covered by Singra 
and Panchupur police-stations in Rajshahi a few days afterwards. In th(^ 
Kalikuri bil again the water level on the west of the Serajgunge line wa® 4 
or 5 feet higher than that on the eastern side. This l)eavy rush ultimately 
washed away a portion of the railway line and then only the flood began to 
subside. It is also my information that over 500 feet of the waterways were 
closed when the broad-gauge line from Pakshi to Santahar was constructed. 
It is rumoured that the Bogra line has recently been inspected and widening 
of several bridges advised. Such arrangements are also necessary in 
the Pakshi to Santahar and Ishurdi to Serajgunge lines. If the facts, as 
stated by me, are true, then there is, to my mind, a clear case for a sifting 
enquiry for which I appeal to Your Excellency with as much earnestness as is 
in me and I fervently hope Your Excellency’s Government will see their way 
to accept my humble request. As the j^ilway administration is with the 
Government of India, whatever is to he done is to be done by them. This i« 
another reason why u. sifting enquiry is necessary in this case/* 
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The Hon’bJe Mk. Ashkaf Alt Khan CirAnumiR, said: — 

• requires very few words of mine (o support tl.is rosolution 

lu view of the sympathetic mtorest taken by Govern, uent and the prompt 
eftect.ve measures whic^ were taken l.y .he authorities on the sH a 

bes.dos a Member of the Governmenr, the llou’ble Mr. Uummi.iff. pem.’nal iy 

went over and inspected the place. We all know how mucli of U, L dis ,tss 
has been caused by the recent llcKids and it will only be a sheer waste of time 
to lepeat all that has been said m the papers and in the*receiit (Soveniinent 
on the subject 1 nee 1 o.dy say t ha,, about 80 squa.e miles „ 
the Ilajsliahi D.v.sion and 40 square miles in llo^ra we.-e under II 00 .I an 
Iieop e were put.to,nuch d.su^^^^^ >f- /J'Ih'h Hock! is unprecedented in the 

annals in t he histoiy of UajHhahi ; nohoJy knows when tJioy will occur atrain 
and when ,t does occur, how are we goinff to co.nbat it? So.ne a, tribute 
those liooda to the railway embankment for the new Saia-Serajffan j llailwav 
lunniiiff fiom Ishurdi to borajgan j, obstructintf the free passage of walm* to the 
PadTna ami Jarnma, a length <.f about 50 miles, and it has only one or two 
openings. It is thei-eforo alisolutely necessary that a sifting enquiry shouhl 
be made, and it it, is found that it is ,lne to these .-ailwiiy embank, muits, mo.e 
openings should bo constructed and othm- action taken on th(> advice of 
expeits. I alluded in my budget speech last year to this Sara-Se.-aigani 
Kaiiway and I drew aUention to the fact that on on© Hiih^ of the cnnhanknunit 
water waR found to he lying stagnant and crojis were hmng damaged. My 
Loid, I suppoit this resolution h(‘artily, and I take this opportunity of tlnanking 
the (Toyernmont officials who were on the spot at the time of the fhxxls, and 
BspeciaJly Mr. Cassells, who wont waist deep into the water in Nowgong to 
rescue children one after another.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. HKLY-HnT(unNsoN said : — 

‘‘My Lord. I should like to associate my^(‘lf with this resolution, though I 
think that I should not like to dictate to Crovernnumt what should Ix^ Cho 
composition of the Comniittoe of enquiry whi(di they aj)point. Thfi hon'hlo 
mover of the rosolution has said that it should consist of officials and non- 
officials, hut I should leave it to Government to decidi^ what form the (Join- 
mittee sliould take, ddie motion under discussion raises the quoHti()n of 
railways in a river country. Wlum railways are constructed in this country 
it 18 to the interest of the engineers who make a preliminary sclnune to see 
that this scheme gives as much chance of profit as posHihl(\ and it is my 
experience thi^t they are apt to do so at the expense of th(^ Hoo ling of the 
country and at the expense of waltu'ways, and to a cerfain extent at the 
expense of the agriculture of the country generally. I therefore feel Vfjry 
strongly that an enquiry should Ix^ made to prove whether this HoixJ 
38 due to the embankment of the Sara-Serajgan j Railway or not. If it is, 
then I think that steps should be taken as soon as possible to provide 
adequate culverts and sufficient places for the water to go through in 
times of flood. I beg to associate myself with the resolution.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. Gumming said : — 

“ Sir, tfie resolution of the HoiTblo Member is to the eflect that a sifting 
enquiry should be made by a (Jommittee consisting of experts and non-official 
i^nd official gentlemen, first, into the causes of the groat flrx^xl in certain 
districts of Northern Bengal ; and secondly, regarding certain waterways and 
certain railway embankments.” 

The Hon'ble Babu Kishoki Mohan Chaudhuki said : — 

“ I accej: t the suggestion made by the Hon’ble Mr. Hely-Hutchinson 
as to the constitution of the Committee.” 

The President said : — 

“ Order, order, the Hon'ble Member will have an opportunity of explain- 
when he replies.” 
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Mr. Cumminy. 

The Hon’ble Mh. Gumming (continuing) said : — 

“ He further suggests that some remedial measures should be proposed 
by such a Committee. I can at once reassure the gentlemen who have 
spoken on this matter that Government desire an enquiry ; in fact they 
have been making an enquiry;, but the only point on which I draw issue 
with the Hon’ble Member is whether the Committee that he proposes 
is the more satisfactory way of dealing with the situation. A Committee 
is undoubtedly a useful agency when data are available ; but, as I shall 
shortly show, that is not the ease here ; and I think I shall be able to show 
also to the Hon’blo Gentlemen that Government will be able to follow out 
the enquiry which he desires by its own agency. I must thank him for 
his appreciation of the two officers of Government intimately connected with 
this recent calamity, namely, the District Officers of Hogra and llajshahi who 
gave most devoted work on the occasion of the flood and of the fact that 
Government have shown themselves not insensible to the sufferings of the 
people of the locality. Nevertheless, I must ask him and others (o refrain 
from exaggeration. Undoubtedly, it was a severe flood, but many of the 
statements in the press are an over-coloured picture ; and, although undoubted- 
ly the sufferings were considerable, they were only temporary. 

In the first place, 1 wish to deal with the question of the causes of the 
flood. As it was an exceptional natural calamity, wo should look for some 
exceptional cause. It may bo that the railway embankments in question, 
some of which are comparatively modern, have contributed ; but nevertlieless. 
there is one exceptional cause which can explain t'he great flooding of particu- 
lar places quite apart from the railway embankment, and that is the 
exceptional rainfall. In that part of the country there were floods in IS.SO, 
in 1865, and again about 50 years ago ; but for the last 50 years there has b(H>n 
no such untoward rainfall in a very defined and restricted area. I shall make 
that clear by stating that in one place which bore the brunt of it, the 
rainfall was four times what it usually has been. Furthermore, this exten- 
sive i-ainfall in a very restricted area, which has not occurred for the last 
50 years, happened at a time when both the Brahmaputra and the Ganges 
wore themselves in high flood ; and embankment or no embankment, the 
gradient was not very steep towards those rivers. That. I may shortl}’^ say, 
is the reason for the great flood ; and the facts being so, it does not require 
a Committee to find out a reason for the flood. 

As regards the condition of these waterways principally in the south 
of Rajshahi district, the unfortunate fact is that Government are nor, in 
possession of hydraulic data for the area ; and the reason is obvious. If big 
HockIs of this description occur at long intervals of 20, 30 or oven 50 years, 
the necessity of keeping hydraulic data does not arise. However that may 
be, we have not the data in sufficient quantity and wo desire .to obtain 
information. In order to obtain information, we require a staff and time ; 
and it should be remembered that at the present time the Public Works 
Department is 40 per cent of its normal cadre.' Therefore, I say that the 
Committee would not be in a position to deal with the matter, even if it wore 
appointed at once, inasmuch as it could only come to conclusions on the 
basis of material, and that material does not exist at present. 

As regards the railway emkankments, that is a matter in regard to which 
an enquiry has already been instituted, and Government are quite conscious 
of the countervailing points of view which have been put forward by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Hely Hutchinson, the point of view of the railway adminstration 
on the one hand and of the people who reside in the vicinity on the other. 
The actual facts regarding the allegation which have been made are under 
investigation ; and until tho.investigation is completed, a committee would be 
unable to form any conclusion. Therefore, Sir, I say that we are prepared to 
give an undertaking that we shalh examine the matter as soon as possible 
when staflF is available ; but I am unable to accept the resolution in the form in 
which it stands. I trust that on that assurance the Hon’ble Mover will not 
press his resolution.” 
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The Him’hlt! Mi{. P. 0. Mutkk said ; 

My lord, I doBire to say a few words on this matter. I am glad (o find that 
Government has already taken some steps to enquire into tlm matter ut 
there are certain points which, it seems to me remiire t 

Tlie Hou'ble Mr. Camming I’.n, rtnlnd Ihai ;i,;. m' ^ 

oicoMive .ninraUin a limit^ n,.n„ n.e fail. Ui'at lin, limhmom rn “„d 

the Ganges wore full at the time. Hut 1 r ‘^nu 

l^ality time the H,j„d on th„ ollii.lo „t tin, ...nLlX,,; 

tliat on the other side ; that water on the offsiile suhsi.led mueli more quicki ! 
and that there was no appreciable distress on tl.e offside of tlu> en.hank mmt 

oV'urto^riiilrthe'm^ti:^ 

My lord, as regiirds the question of distress, 1 do not know whi'ther it 
was exaggerated in the pres.s ; but it must l,e admitted tl.at ( he neces- 
sities of tlm matter require (hat the matter should I.e attended teas soon as 
possible. Not only should the matter l.e atteii.Jed to but the juiblie ought 
to 1)0 taken into the conhdonoe of Government. If as a matti r of fact 
the railway embalmment 'had nothing to do with it. then it ought to he made 
possible lor the Govermmmt to oxplaiii that fac t to tin- public. From (bit 
point of view, I suggest tliat a silting ami open enquiry 1... made by the 
(o)yeriniiont. My lord, my wliolo object is tha( in that enquiry the i‘.ublie 
will be entitled to place befor?( either the Conimiltee or (be Government 
nllieials who hold tli<< enquiry tlieir point of vi.-w. I further sugg,>st that the 
result of the enquiry bo published at an early d.ite. 1 qiiii e apprecia(,e the 
( itficulties of the (.ovornment at the present moinmit. Government is no 
doubt sliorthanded in regard to otheers of tho Public Works Department- 
but the question is om^ wliicli does not admit of delay. The t^mneil lias 
beard from the Hon’blc! Mr. Asbraf Ali Khan tlnit about li'O sejuaro miles 
siilfered, it may be temporarily. In a question like this it may pmhaps bo 
necessary that additional ofheers sliouhl be apjiointed. If officers’ have to be 
(li*afte(l from otluu* provinces, ili(‘y sliouM Ix^ so drafti'd. I thend'oro suggest 
(hat Government slioul 1 make a sifting an<l an opmi einjuiry and should 
])ul)Iisli the result o[ that enquiry and, if nixx^ssarv, should take athxmate- 
8t(q)s. ‘ * 

If ^ our Kxccdlen(!y will permit me, I should lik(‘ to inoN’^i' an ann^ndimuit 
to this resolution to th(3 effect that “ a sifting and open (uiquiry he made hy 
Govei’iiment as rogareJs suh-claust^s (a) and (i) of (danse (/) of Idn* resolution. 
As n^gards edause (2), I sugge^st that the result (d snch mKjniry \>v puhlislnHl, 
and i) necessary adi^quate st(*ps he taken at an (xirly date*. ” 

'idle President said : — 

It is a question for tin* Ifon’hle Mtmihei* in charge to d(*(dde wlicjthor 
he objects to this ameiidimmt being moved.” 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Miiter said : — 

“ My Lord, under the rules, wc an? required tf> give* 7 days’ notice? l)ut 
the list of, business was circulated to us only on Thursday last (^Ist). I was 
not m town on that day and if I were in town 1 could have given only days' 
notice." 


The President said : — 

^‘1 am told that this particular resolution was circulated JI days l>ef(jre 
the meeting of Oounoil." 

d'he Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said : — 

♦ 

* My Lord, I arn sorry that I made an incorn*ct statement due to a 
niisapprehenBion. I was referring to the list of business. I now remember 
that oopieh of the resolutions were as usual circulated earlier." 



1078 


Bescdvtions. 


[26th NoveHbrk. 


Mr. Gumming ; The Prendent ; Babu Kishort Mohan Chaudhurt ; 

Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said : — 

* 

“ My Lord, I am in Home difficulty in replying to a mat ter of this kind at 
such short' notice. I do not wish to take advantage oi the fact that such 
short notice has been given ; but I should like to have time to consider this 
proposal for ^n open enquiry. I am not prepared at the present moment to 
agree to such an arrangement. The matter primarily concerns the Railway 
Board and tlie Government of India. I am not quite sure whether the 
Horrble Member, in making this suggestion, was thinking of some of the 
arrangements which the local Government have made to meet the unfortunate 
results of the floods, or whether ho was referring to the enquiry proposed as 
regards tlie causes of the flood and Its connection with the railway embank- 
ment. If he was referring to tin? latter matter, then at the present moment 
I am not ])repared to accept the arrangement that there should be a public 
enquiry. As I have already stated on behalf of Government, we are quite 
prepared, when we get men and material, — which 1 hope will be in a short 
time, — to continue the enquiry which we have already started.’' 

The President said : — 

“ Under the circumstances, the llon’ble Member in charge objects to the 
amendment and I cannot accept the amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Bahu Kishoki Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, it is not necessary for me to f)d(l anything to what has already 
been said l)y my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter. Of course, it would havt^ 
been botten if my friend’s suggestion could be accepted. I am li(^wever glad 
and thankful to Government that an enquiry has aln'ady Ixhui instituted in 
this matter. My only suggc'stion is that a public enquiry be made, or at any 
rate the public may be taken into confidenci? and that the n^sult of su(*h 
enquiry be made jiublic. As an enquiry is being held, if then? are pm-sons 
who have local knowledg(\ they may ho asked to submit their suggestions ; 
and I shall be quite satisfied if that is done. I have submitted to Your 
Excellency tin? fact — and if it is true it dmnands coiisiilcration — that on t he 
west bank of the railway embankment the level of the wat.er was 4 or 5 feet 
higher than that on the east. This clearly shows that this was due? to 
obstruction and that is what caused the flood. That is a matter on which 
special attention may be given and all possible assistance from the public may 
be taken. Of course as there is an assurance from the (xovornmont I do not 
press this resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdiTiwn. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 18. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following resolution : — 

’C4iis Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the orders of 
suporseasion of the Municipalities of Burdwan and Hooghly-Cliiusurah be 
reconsidered and withdrawn. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, it is with some amount of diffidence that I rise to move this 
resolution before this Council. The question of the dignity and of the honour 
of the towns of Burdwan and Hooghly cannot be a matter of greater concern 
to anybody else more than it is to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
portfolio of Local Self-Government, and it would look that it is a bold step 
on ray part to question an order passed by him. But my Lord, as a non- 
official Member representing the Burdwan Division ^ «thi8 Council, I felt it 
my duty to bring forward this motion because tfie question had caused great 
excitement not only in the two Municipal towns but throughout the Province, 
and I felt that I would be shirking my duty if I did not do so. My Lord, 
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I do not hold any brief on behalf of the Municipal (JouuniesionerH neither am I 
a great admirer of the defunct body nor was I one of their supporters ; 


but I must say and I al«o feel that the drastic nn^as, ires adopte.l to punish 

them have not been justified. I know the faults of the Municipal Ch t fs- 
sionerspf Burdwan, and know thmr failings and shorlco.ninirs an-l also 1 know 
Uiat they arc not few, but still the extreme moasint' was m.t called for. 
Besses they had some extenuating circumstances in their favour, as the I.ikIv 

. l eXTr Hurd«^an had done also some go.sl works at 

ciitical times. Ihmr difficulty arose* since the il.ays of the (IochIs of 1!)K5 when 
their roads were swept away, houses wen* practicallv lev.*lled to the ground 
and great damap was done to property and to the town and to municipal works 
and on account of that there was a large .accumulation of arrears and a gr»>at 
change in the condition of rat(>-payers. which made il very difiicult for the 
Municipal Commissioners to re.alize their dues ; ami it is fdr this reason ami 
other causes that large arrears w,*re allosved lo aeenimilate. As has been 
explained by the Municip.al Coinmissiomn-s, these are the arivars about which 
a good deal h.as been said in tin* Government n'.sohition. The arrears were 
also dolayod on account of the diffieiiltios of reali/.ation of tin- assessments 
on holdings and the afipeals that h.ad to he disposed of Ixdore any taxes eould 
bo roaliz(id. It has also bt'on said that tbort* was waul of oontrol ovoa* muni- 
cipal oinployees. 

In the first pl.aee, My Lord, so far as that part is eoncerned, I eanm.t agr(^e 
with the Government re.solution that there has been any marked want, of 
eptrol on the part of tlio municipal executive over the iminicip.d employees. 
Nodoulit, there was a ease (if embezzleim-nt and soim- otlnn-easc-s of tlieft, so 
lar as the municipal propetties were concerned. But, mv Lord, that does not 
show necessarily that there was want of control. Have’ not there been e.ases 
of oinbozzloinoii 1 m Cxovornnumt t rcL'isurii's ;ts widl us in (/ollootors' oIHcjoh 
und Disti ict J ud^“(^s oliicos also? ibxm that inGun to show that thoia^i was want 
oi control ? Tln^so. tliirftjfs do liappon now and tlnni.' Kvon only tlH‘ otlnn* day 
a Post ofKca*- clerk (unlit^zzled a lar^c‘. ainon nt of moii(\v out of the Savings Pank 
ac^coLint and ho was not (h‘toct<W in this (Mni>(‘Zzh‘mont till I ho Accomitant- 
Genoral of Posts and T(;log’raphs found it out sonii' months aftor. Tln^ man 
was arrosto 1, prqsecutcMl and sonton(*od to imj)ris()nmt*!it, hut noluHly e.vor 
that hecausfj thero was su(*h cUn emhozzltMiumt (utlnw* tho Ih^part- 
iriont of tho Post Office sliould ht* sns])(uided or snpiM'Sodod or tln^ PontmaHtor- 
(Tf^neral should Ix^ punished on that acu^ount, d’lnni, a^ain, my LomI, the 
Municipal Commissioners have this much in lluur favour that tliey liuvo 
during the period they have K(u*V(Mi increasml a largi^ supj)ly of watcu’ to the 
town of Burdwan. The number of hoUH(‘-^c*()nnections has l>c‘en vastly 
increased ; and they wore also going i-o alirnjst eoinpletc* tln^ elc^vatcxl r(»servoir 
fora hotter and continuous suf)ply of water to t 1 j(^ town of Burdwan. Unfor- 
tunately, however, they could not complete it owing to the contractor not 
^tipply certain instrumentH and materials whicli he want(id in 
this time of the war. Besides that, my Lord, the difficulty in tlu^so days of 
transit and of getting materials and the rise in the pricers have not (umhhxl 
them to carry out n\any improv^omonts which they would hav(i otherwise 
done. 

A reference has been irnnle in tho resolution itsedf about tho fact that no 
arrangement had been made for flushing the drains. But, my Lord, I wish 
to tell this Council that when Government sanctioned th(3 drainage scheme 
for Burdwan some people of that place said : “ Before we start the drains you 
should arrange for their proper flushing and a system for tho supply oC 
Unfiltered water to tho town.’* Then the Sanitary Rnginoer and other 
advisors of Government said : — ‘ Let the drains he completed first and the 
question of flushing will ho taken up later on*; and for this reason there is 
no supply of unfiltered water. But, at the same? time, it must he said that 
the drains have not been allowed to remain uncloansod, and every attempt 
was made by the defunct Municipality to do all that should have been done. 
Above all, my Lord, my objection is not so much about Municipal Commis- 
siouers because we ourselves have a good deal of complaint about them. 
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But my objection is that we, the ratepayers of Burdwan, had done absolutely 
nothing to justify the punishment meted out to us. The Municipality was 
established in Burdwan nearly 33 years ago and it was, I am told, the first 
Municipality which enjoyed the rights of election and since then the citizens 
of Burdwan have exercised their franchise with credit and advaptage to 
thernselvcH and to th(3 satisfaction of Government officials. Till now nothing can 
be said against us ; and, 1 may inform this Council and the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the d(3parl inent, that it was only nine months back that the ratepayers 
of Burdwan found it necessary and desirable to start a Ratepayers^ Association 
to see for theinscdves, to supervise and at the same time help the Municipal 
administration and also to see that the necessities of the ratepayers were 
carefully looked into. What was the significance of the establishment of this 
Association after 32 years, if it was not that the ratepayers perceived that 
there was some apathy or neglect on the part of the Municipal Commissioners 
to do their work properly, and as soon as they found slackness on the 
part of the Municipal Commissioners, their masters, the ' ratepayers of 
Burdwan established their association to put a check on their work and 
conduct and they proved themselves to bo hard taskmasters. T might also 
inform the Council that tlie ratepayers {^pointed ward committees to look into 
the matter and to advise the association on the working of the municipal 
questions. There wore some Commissioners who did not give satisfaction 
and. I believe, those Commissioners included both the Commissioners appointed 
hy GovenniHiiit, as well as those (dected by ratepayers, d'ho ratepayers have 
been punish(‘d for the faults of those (commissioners ; but (Tovornirient has 
not punished those whom they appointed as Commissioners of that Muni- 
cipality. Tluui we wore anxiously looking forward for these (Jommission(3rH 
should to he brought Ix^tore the Tribunal of the ratepayers at an early date to 
receive the verdict on their work, and, I think, the vinvlict of the ratepayers 
would fully justify the confidence that has boon reposed in them. But that 
opportunity was denied. The present body of Municipal Commissioners, 
who have hecni supin’sedtul, had served the full term of their office and 
th(‘y ought to have gone out hy the 16th of Deeeinher last hut they were 
allowcHl to remain as fresh elections weri^ to he held, and it was notified 
towards the end of September that the general election of the Commissioners 
would he h(dd on the 8th November 1918. Unfortunately this privilege was 
denied to us by the onhm of supersession ])assed on the 1st October and we 
were not given an opportunity of exei’cising the right that wo had of choosing 
our re]3n‘S(*ntatives and of passing our judgment on the work of these Muni- 
cipal Commissioners, I see no justification, iny Lord, even admitting that the 
Municiiial (Joinmissioners of Burdwan and their executive were guilty of gross 
neglect and misconduct, for disenfranchising the whole body of the rate- 
payers because they had the foolishness or stupidity to elect those men. If 
there had been cases in which Government officials wore found guilty of gross 
neglect, nobody would ever challenge lhat Government wore guilty for the 
conduct of th(3so men. Hero justice demanded that the Municipal Commis- 
sioners should have been punished and not the ratepayers of Burdwan. 

“With reference to the Hooglily-Chinsurah Municipality, I think, my 
Lord, that I speak tlie sense of my non-official friends when I say that a great 
wrong has been done to a worthy body of public men and public workers. 
Nothing has been said either in Hooghly or elsewhere about the public spirit, 
the zeal and the energy displayed by ^ the Executive and the Commissioners 
of the Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality. In the Government resolution 
much has been said about the water-works, about meters, about the supply 
of coal and about the mis-spent expenditure of water-works money and 
about the waste of water. But it must be remembered, My Lord, that i t - is *— 
due to the energy, zeal and enthusiasm shown by tlie present liodyof Munici- 
pal Commissioriers and especially their worthy Chairman that the present 
Water-works came into existence. It was his exertions and endeavours which 
matle it possible for the Municipality of Hooghly-Chinsurah to have the 
advantage and luxury of the supply of filtered water. The late Cbairmaxi 







<tUtlv9 Ahtil JCtiscnt, 


ihnnilTklTfl*^^^^ M loading spirit of the whole 

IflOWfllillX ^hich brought about the establishmont of water-works. No doubt 

ihe IV^nicipal Commissioners and tho Chairman received a good deal of help 
fro,^ Government and a great deal of sy.nrathy and assista.me tcH,, but the 
idea'^ongmated with them and they worked l.ard for it, and the lalo Chairman 
himself contributed a princely sum for the estublishment of water-works. Is 
It reasonable to expect tliat a man who worked so hard for (he establishment 
I whom tho question was so dear, will do anvihing 

which will cause the mismanagement of tho same fund or bring the ‘whole 
administration into dis.uedit ? It has been reported, My Lord, that there 
was some difiorence of opinion between the Municipal Commissioners and the 
Sanitaiy Liiginoor at the very start and it was through the intervention 
of the then Collector of Hooglily, Mr. Prentice, that, matters were set nVlit. 
But, my Lord, Since then, there liave heon some diifm-ences of opinion ht't Wetm 
the banitary Lngineer to the Government and the Miirieipal CemmissionerB 
about many thingrs. The principal char^re against them is that they have 

for six months’ consumption. 

1 he^ Municipal ConiniissioiK'rs say that they wrote to scvt?ral tirins, hoth 
Indian and Luropean (or the supply of coal, hut they were^ l-old that thev' 
could not get that supply. My l^ord, (*V(m then wlial was tho harm if they 
had a month’s supply? The water-works never stoppisl Tor want of coal 
su[)ply ; nor was there any imminent danger on that score. 


Iho greatest olience o£ tlie Municipal (ixecutivt^ was that they r(‘fuso<l to 
put in meters in those housi^s where then^ was wattM^-conin'ction. My Lord, 
I am told and I think a statoinmit has Ix'en j uljlicly made: in tlif) Press aixl 
elsewliero that tlie (Tovcriimmit asked tln^ Municipal (_’oinniissiont*rH to 
put up iiiet(n*8 and that they agrcixl to do so. A challenge was howfjvor 
drawn up hy the ratepayers that th(*y W(n*e not hound to (Jo it and that if tho 
ConnniHsioners vvaiitiid to put up in(*t(n*s, t h(*y must pay for it themsidvos. 
I he Cominissicjners benng thus in a dihnnina diil t ln^ only thing they could 
possibly do to approach tho Li^gal Ihumunbraiu^er t hrongli tlie C’olh^ctor for 
an opinion as to wh(3th('r tln^y could or ijould not r(‘alise tlu> money from the 
ratepayers fcir the installation ol these im tin s. Tiu^y had not, at any rate 
receive^d th(3 reply fi*om Legal Ileineinhram’cn’ wlu'n tln^ order of HUp(u*K('H- 
sion was passtM. Tliere can he no doubt tliat they wanted to ]>ut U[) meters 
but the only thing they wantcsl to do was to satisfy themselves that 
they would not bo legally balile for the cost of the sami*. 1 am told 
that there are twe^ cases jiending for judgment in the High (Jesuit, 
regarding the setting up of inetins in private houses, when they weiv ncjt 
8ur(3 that tliey could realise the money fiann the rate-payers. As regards 
the Municipality paying it thoms(dv(3S, I heir funds would not permit it. 

I am told that they also appealed to Gov(u*nmonb for a loan for the purpose, 
if the Government insisted in having those meters set up, hut th» prayer 
was not acceded to. Then again, why slujuld the? (]uestion of not putting 
up meters affect the Municipalitity. Has tliere been any considerable 
wastage of filtered water in Municipal towns? 'Pln^ avco’age consumption 
water in Hooghly is not much mon^ than it is in other Municipalities of 
a similar nature. It has lK 3 en stated that the roads are not gfxxi and the 
streets not properly lighted. But my lord, the Hoc^ghl^^-Chinsurah Municipal- 
ity is in a very unfortunate p(3sition in this re8f)ect. They have got. a large 
area to administer, and a very large area of roads to maintain, and these 
roads pass through jungl#8 and mango groves ; they realise a very small 
amount in taxes and they have to maintain very long roads, and for this 
purpose their roads cannot he kept in a condition they would like to put it. 
|But I want to know whether the condition of roads in Burdwan and Hooghly 
iare in any way worse than those of other MunicipaliticH, whether under 
ibon-official or official chairmen. Of course, they connot campare with the 
^^oads of the southern portion of Calcutta or the new Capital of Dacca, Ramna, 
fcut speaking of other towns, I think they are not worse than other Municipal- 
|tiee« My Lord, so far as my countrymen are concemed, we have not been 
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convinood that tlK3re was any case made out for the supersoutea V 
MunicipaliticH, and in the case of the Hooghly Municipality, the ComnfniHioriet^ 
wh( u tlioy Found that the Goveinirient was pressing them hard to do things 
they could not rfjasonahly pei-form, I may say that as trustees to the rate-pay- 
i5rs, they did the host thing they could and they resigned in a body and the ^nly 
Commissioner now left is the Civil Surgeon of Hooghly. If the Government 
thought that they misspent the rate-payt3rf^’ money or inisraanaged the rate- 
pfiyers alVairs, the proper course would have been to sit on judgment on those 
Commissioners, and to pass their verdict on their conduct. It was not fair to 
disenfranchise the ratepayers for the crime of the Commissioners. 

In the case of Burdwan there may bo some justification for punishing the 
Commissioners, hut there was absolutely none for the disenfranchisement of 
the citizens of liurdwan, and especially when it was only re^cently that they 
had begun to show a greater interest and more activity in municipal aftairs 
and in mattc^rs of municipal ehudions. My Lord, the citizens of Hooghly and 
Jfurdwan say that, if they had an of)portunity of drafting I'esolutions, they 
could make out a better and more convincing and stronger ease for the aboli- 
tion of some of the departments under Your Excellency’s charge, and I think 
my lord, that considering the circumstances and considering the fact that in 
these days we are looking forward to greater liberty in the matter of local 
self-governing bodi(^8, 1 think it is very unfortunate that advantage has 
be(m taken of one or two mistakes to supersede two of the most important 
municipaliti(^s in this Presidency. Up till now, there has been only one case 
of Hupersession of a municipality and it was that of Santipur many years ago, 
and that nuinici])ality was superseded b(*causo the Commissioners persistently 
refused to carry out Government’s ordtu-s regarding the supervision of con- 
servancy, But in tliis case when the Municipal Commissioners of Hooghly 
and Chinsurah found that they were unable to carry out Government orders, 
th('y n^signod making room for a fresh sot of Municipal Commissioners to see 
if they could carry out tliose orde^rs. The rate-payors were not given an 
opportunity of passing judgment on the conduct of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners, and in justice to the Municipal Commissioners of Burdwan,! must say 
that bad as they w('re, they were never called upon to offer an explanation of 
the charg(3H that av(m-o brought against them, and th(‘y were never even 
apprised of the fact that a measure like this was in contemplation, and they 
were takpn aback — the citizens much more so than the Commissioners them- 
selves. 

With these words T beg to move my resolution and I hope Your Excel- 
lency’s Govornment will see thoir way to accept it, or at any rate to see that 
the citizens of Hooghly and Chinsurah are allowed the privilege of choosing a 
new set of representatives for the working of their local affairs.’' 

^ The Hon’blc Baiuj Amuika Charan Mazumdar said : — 

“My Lord. I have gone very carefully through the papers connected with 
the case of the Burdwan and Hooghly-C^hinsurah Municipalities as far as they 
were available to me. I am not quite sure that the order against Burdwan 
was altogether unmerito<l, and it would have been very desirable on the part 
of the Hon’ble Mover of the resolution to divide the tw(» cases, and to ask the 
vote of this House first on Burdwan and then on H<3oghly-ChinsuraM unicipalky. 
However, I am free to say that I am not fully satisfied that the (^ommis- 

^sioners of the Burdwan Municipality did nc^t or rather had not failed in their 
duty, strictly speaking. Whether there were actual cases of embezzlement and 
of theft as my hon’ble friend said, I do not understand what more is required to 
condemn the Commissioners of a nmnicipality where theft can take place and 
embezzlement can be possible. Of course the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul 
is perfectly right in saying that for the offence of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners, it is the rate-payers who have been really punished. To that extent 
I fully agree with him, and the proper course for the Government wooild have 
bean, not to supersede the Municipality, but to have watched a few weeks, 
and then to have another election which was coming on. But, my Lord, I am^ 

r 
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. v- oay that as regards Hooghly-C’hiusurah, I ha% e gone carefully 

♦ rr “?' of opinion that the t;o.nmis^ionera of 

the Hooghly-Ch.nsurah Municipal, ty have heen ...ore sinned agnins Umn 
sinning. Two indictments have been brought against them, viz.,Srtness of 
the supply of coa and secondly of .nsufiiciency of meters, w’ith regard coal 
It was said that they had only one month’s su,,,>ly. wheieas Sere wara 
large order from the Sanitary Engineer lor six moi'iths’ suppiv. My L,n-d 
I know of cases •jf jails, which are departments of (Jovernm,-nt,\vliere 
the whole concern ol brick manufacture failed at the time for want of an 
adequate supply ol coid. That was a very critical situation, which we all 
know, and which ought to have been taken into eonsi.leratiun in the onier ol 
the Sanitary Engineer. My Lord, on the !»tl, of Oc-fober, the supersession 
was passed by Government ami It would be interesting to know how many 
months supply of coal has been collected in Hooghly during tlie time the 
District Magistrate has been in charge of this municipality. 1 ,lo not think that 
he has collected SIX months supply of e,«l. altboiigl, times are now altere.l 
and the war is now practically ended. Then, with regard lo meters, I 
iinderstanu from tho ])apt‘rs that havt* Ikmmi supplied Id mig that a iniinlK'r 
motors had Immmi purchaHiid hy the Municipal (Jommissidnr rs. hut tin. ratcpayorn 
ohjectod to purchase tliern, and th(*re was a qiii‘slion ]>(ni(lin^‘ as to tdie h'ffalitv 
of putting up meters by tl,.' munirip.ality and trying to realise tb.- actual cost 
Irom the rate-payers. I hat qu,>stion was not also sel l led. ;,nd I would like KT 
know, as I have already said in the ease of coal, it would be very inten sting 
to know how many meters have beam fixeil by the District Magistrate of 
Hooghly since, the, ‘»th Ocitobor up to date. 'I'Ih- thing is I <-annot for a 
momiMit divest myself of the conviction that the onier of Goxernment in the 
case of the Hooghly-Cliinsurah Municipality was a liasiy order. More impiiry 
should have been made and more opjiort unities should have been given to the 
Commissioners to comply with the wishes of the Sanitary Engineer, and it is 
.still more deplorable that simply because the Sanitary Engineer hail his own 
fad, vix. that you must have a supply of six mont hs’ coal, and b<‘cause they 
failc^d to do HO, t hey should liuvo liccu HU])i‘rHtMlod. 1 1 is u very d rustic 
iiiCtisurc and it aug'urs iif)t at all well 1 <j!‘ (ithei* iiiiniK’ipaliti(*s in the country. 

H the commissioners of H oof’ll ly-tdiinsu rah aftm* liavin^ thenisf*! V(‘H initiatfMl 
this ^reat iinprovfiiiKmt in the town and havoni^ spent so mucdi lor lie* inslal- 
latioii oi wjiter filiiu’s, Inavt' eoine to ^rief simply Ijeeausi* th(‘y were* uriahle 
to stoek six months’ coal, 1 doubt whel lH*r it would not be a jiositivo 
discoiiragemfmt to any other municijKility to eonio Ibivvard to inaii^^uratf* Himilar 
improvements in their town. They had (‘st al>lish<‘d tin’s watm* work in lhl4, 
as I understand, and within lour years and un<Jt*r such t r\nn^ ('ircumstances 
as were created by tlui war, Government did not jiause to consid(*r wlmthor 
sucdi a drastic step should or should not have binm taken wifhn‘^ard to 
the lloo^hly-Chinsurah Municipality. I fully lM*li(^vt‘ tliere is gniatness in 
“wnin^ (.j|ie’s mistake ; there is no g’reatn(‘ss in pensist injr in (*rror and I hope 
and trust that Government will rise to tln^ fulh‘st Ind^flit of tin? f)ecasion 
and admit their mistake, and then n^store the Iloo^ylily-tJhinsurah Municipality 
to its former position and allow them sufficient time ami opportunity to deal 
with the difficult situation. Whether official pn^sti^e will sutler or increase in 
the estimation of the public, it will of course Ixr a matter for the Governrmmt and 
the puhlio to decide. If I am to give my own opinion my free conviction is, 

I have already said, that the Municipal Omimissioners have been more 
Sinned against than sinning, and the Government would rather rise in the 
^timation of the public if the error which it has committed in regard to 
Hooghly-Chinsurah, were sooner than later rectified.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chauoiiuri said : — 

My Lord, at this hour I do not like to take up much of the time of the 
Council. All I can say is that the decision with regard to tht^ late Ilooghly- 
Chinsura Municipality has not satisfied the public, and as far as wo have 
been able to gather, they are not seriously to blame, and I suggest the explana- 
tion which has been submitted may be accepted, and that Government would 
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reconsidj^r its decision, and the punishment that has been ineM oJio 

municipality may be withdrawn. As regards the Burdwan Municipality ' it ‘is 
very difficult for us to know all the facts, but this much I can say that we 
sympathise with the rate-payers. There may be some shortcomings on the 
part of the Municipal Commissioners, but why were the rate-payers deprived 
of the privilege of electing a now body of Commissioners to set matters right 
we fail to understand. Whatever may be the real facts, at least they have 
a just ground of complaint and we hope that in these two cases the Govern- 
ment will reconsider the situation and restore their ijrivileges.” 

The HonMde Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said • — 

“My Lord, l he question raised in this Resolution is of such paramount 
importance to the growth and development of self-government in this country 
that 1 feel I cannot njcord a mere silent note when this matter is being 
discussed in the Council. I therefore propose to say a few words in support of 
the resolution, hut having regard to the lateness of the hour, 1 promise to 
very hriiif in my remarks. My Lord, I cannot hel}> beginning by saying that 
it IS a matter of very great n^gnd that at a time when tlu^ whole world is 
emei'ging towards [r(‘edom and i>rogres8 it should havt^ been left to the 
Government of Bengal to sound a retreat by adopting a policy which 1 very 
• much regret to say is somewhat inconsistent with those enlightened principlns 
which have hitherto formed the key-note of British administration in this 
(umntry. I b(‘g to assure your Excellency that my feelings are very strong in 
the matter as 1 fc'el that the decision that has been arrived at, if pushed to 
its logical length, means the deathblow of the progress of self-government and 
the development of self-governing institutions in general and I considtn* it 
herefore a matter of great rej^ret that this decision should have been taken 
at a time when for all nationalities and for all races the right of self-govtn-n- 
ment has just been so triumphantly vindicated by the shedding of tlie Ix^si 
blood in the world. 

My Lord, the resolution relating to the two municipalities although 
worded in one sentence and althougli permitted to be discussed togethei*, 
will be, as I understand, open to voting separately. I do not wish to go 
over the ground already covered hy the Hon’ble Member or the Hon’blo 
Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar, but 1 wish to make one or two remarks 
as regards some ] 'articular points that arise for discussion and for con- 
sideration. 1 may say at once that the position I take up is this, to 
use a legal phraseology, that although in these cases the evidence 
justifies a verdict of guilty against the accused the extreme punishment 
was certainly not called for. I thought I noticed a sort of diffidonen^ 
in both my Hon’ble Friend Maulvi Abul Kasem and Babu Ambika 
(diaran Mazumdar when referring to the case of Burdwan as if, so far 
as the order with reference to that municipality is concerned, tiieir hearts 
were not moving with their tongues, or in other words, they were full 
of eloquent words so far as the condemnation of the decision is concerned, 
but that they were not quite satisfied that the order was not justified. 
What I submit is that whatever the evidence against these two municipalities 
may be, as f have already submitted, some punishment other than that 
already meted out to these municipalities should have amply, met the 
requirements of justice. It is not therefore necessary for us to apportion 
the measure of guilt or blame to^ the Commissioners and the ratepayers 
or to differentiate between the exact nature of the offence committed 
by either of the Municipalities concerned. Reading the Government 
Resolution on the subject I find there are two main charges standing out 
prominently amongst the various charges that have been levelled against 
these two Municipalities. The first charge is that these Municipalities 
are practically on the verge of bankruptcy, that the Municipal Commissioners 
haVe shown the most extraordinary slackness in realizing taxes, and that 
works of public utility have had to be postponed for lack of funds. My Lord, 
I think it is a matter of almost everv dav exnerience with those who have 
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working of Municipalities in any Indian tjwn tluil these Munici- 
palities are cxtremelj^ poor so far as finances are (joncernod and in iho vast 
majority ot cases, they have got an area to administer for the administration 
of which the lunds at their disposal happen to ho absolutely inadtHpiate. One 
reason for this is that the people who are taxed to supply the finances to the 
Municipalities are extremely poor. I think I do not (‘xaggerate when I say 
that, speaking geneially, in the v’ast majority of t*ases, a vi'ry oviu*whelining 
number of the majority of ratepayers cannot ]>ay the taxes that are iinposiHl 
although these taxes are really very low. Tho pooplo are too poor. My Lord, 
we read in the Moiitagu-tfiiemsford Report that the p(‘oplc» in this 
country generally are poorer far below tin? standards of Kiiropc. Kxamples 
have been jjri von showing how poor really the averag(^ Indian is and I think 
it is a matter well-known to your Excellency’s Govcu-ninent that tin* average 
Indian who has got to pay his Municipal tax\‘s r(*ally finds it diifieult to pay 
those taxes in time. The result is that I he money that is raised by Munici- 
palities by taxation is absolutely inade(iuate. In tln^st‘ cireu mstances the 
proper duty for the Governiinuit is not to pass extreme? ineasun^s like the om^ 
under discussion but to com(‘ forwartl with gt?n(?rous grants from provincial 
revtmues. In reading the Resolution of tin? GoV(M*nm(?nt of India on Loc?al 
Sel f-Cxovernmon t f find tliest* two obs??rvations which I would c;i'i*tainly 
think puts the whole case in a nutshell, ’rinuc' is a growing d(?mand, says 
the Resolution, on every side for improvenu?nts. Speaking of Munici|^alities 
it J^aya, it is not possible for all Muni(dpaliti(?s to finance larg(? s(*lu?in«?s 
of water-supply and drainage. Then the Rc^solufion go(-s on to say that 
tln^ Government of India hav(' also acc(?])t(‘d the furtJier rt‘(!omnu?nda- 
tion of th(? (Commission — refering to tin* I h'CHUitralization (Vimmission — 
that assistance should lie given by G()V(M*nment to pf)ort?r Municipalities 
which, without it, would be unablt* to carry on the normal administration 
required of them. My lord, historians tell us that amongst tin? aneit?nt 
Aral)s there was a horrilile custom of infantif?id(' which was as revolting 
to th(3 finer iiistincits of human nature as could possibly We arc* told That 

when children were liorn in a family and th(*ir numbc)- was in(‘reasing, the* 
Arabs used to d(?cide how many childr(»n snould rcunain and for tin* rc*st the? 
decision was that they shoul 1 in* killed in order to relic'vc? tin' fairiily. riiis 
may be a short and sab? mc?thod of d(*almg with an uncomlort abb? sitii.at-ion 
but it is hardly a pattern for a civilize I Government to follow. Hec‘aUH(‘ 
a municipality is poor, l)(?causc* it cannot g(*t on with its work and bc‘auHe 
Government is not r(?ady to <^)H‘c?r financial help — theuedore ac(?ording to tin? 
principles laid down by Goveriinn?iit the* municipality must lx? HUp(*rseded ! 
Is it necessary, is it fair, is it just, it is (consistent with all tin* priiicipl(?s on 
which civilized Government is l)as(*d, that the* municipality should lx? throttled 
and the custom of the prc-lslimalitc Arabs should he* adopt(?d ? I submit, to a 
question like this, there ean be luit one* answcM*. 

The second charge against these mani(?Ipaliti(?s is that, there? was a 
prevailing corruption and that the administration of those inunicij^alities 
lias been disgraced by cases of th(?rt, emb(?zzb?m(?nt, (*tc. My lord, as my 
Ilon’ble friend has already remarked — vvh(?r(? is I In* dep irtmont iin lor 
Government which will be free from such cliarges ? Tln^ Hon’ble Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Ray is going to give us today a h?ngthy statemc?nt so far as 
corruption in public offices is concerned and we exp(?ct, if tin? imatter is taken 
up at this late hour, to listen to a tale of brilx?ry in public offices. What 
about that fancy department of Gov6?rnment — which should bo namoloss for 
the present — which is always being pampered and which has become a blot 
in the fair fame of the British Administration in this country ^ Can it be 
suggested that because this < 3 orruptioii existed, the head of the department 
should be held responsible and punished with extreme penalty for faults 
which he has not the pK>wer of controlling ? My lord, I have not had the 
honour nor the privilege of knowing the conditions of things in Europe, but I 
do think that if an inquiry is made, it will be found that bribery and corrup- 
tion do exist in Europiean municipalities also. But would anybody suggMt 
lhat because these defects do exist therefore the ouo punishment to which 
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the municipalities can bo subjected is that of immediate 8trangu(acrog*»*>«' 
submit that even accepting the case, other punishment could have been 
deemed adequate to tlio requirement of the situation. 

'I'lien my lord, my Hon’ble friend the Mover has made a reference to the 
fact that the punishment has been inflicted not on the Municipal Commis- 
sioners because they had already served out their term, l)ut to the rate-payors, 
and that in the case of the Burdwan Municipality it was hardly necessary, 
because the Municif)al Commissioners there bad been mismanaging the work 
of the Municipality in such a way that they had already lost the confidence of 
the ratepayers aiid in the election whicli was to have been held in November 
it was quite on the cards that they would not be given another opportunity of 
coming into office and mismanaging tlie affairs of the Municipality. That 
right has been rudely taken away from them for practically no fault of their 
own. 

“My Lord, 1 do not wi.sh to take up further time of this Council. If one 
reads the report of the Mesopotamian Commission 1 think be would cfune to 
the conclusion that a heavier indictment was made .against the Government 
of India than that mad(^ l)y the Government of Bengal against these 
Municipalities.” 

(At this stage, the llon’ble Member having reached the the time-limit, 
had to'conclude his remarks). 

The Hon’ble Mk. O’Mai.ley said : — 

” My Lord, in reply to the resolution 1 may say, at the outset, that the 
view of Government in passing orders of supersession was that, considering 
the long continued mismanagement, the persistent neglect and incapacity of 
both municipalities, it had no option, if it was to l)e true l)othto its trust .and 
to its position as tb(‘ supnwne controlling authority over local boilies. but to 
supersede them. It is an essemtial part of local self-government that Govern- 
ment should reserve to its(df, and unhesitatingly exorcise, powers of external 
intervention in case of grave and gross mahadrainistration. Self-government 
has its responsibilities as well as its rights, and it is the duty of Government 
to see that municipalities discharge their responsibilities. The llon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Ilaq has said that the Bengal Government have sinned against tin' 
principles of sedf-governimmt and their development. I may quote from the 
resolution of the Government of India on local self-government from which 
he himself has quoted. The (>ovt*rnment of India there say i It is certainly 
necessary to maintain ultimate powers of intervention which are in no way 
peculiar to India, and which carry out the view that the control of Government 
over local bodies should be exercised from without rather than from within. ’ 
At the. same time. Government is extremely chary of I'xercising its power to 
supersede incompetent inunicipalities. As w'as pointed out by one Hon’ble Mem- 
ber, there has been only one previous case of supersession during the 31 years 
the Bengal Municipal Act has been in force. Apart from other considerations, 
it means a heavy addition of work to an already overworked District Officer, 
and I can assure the Council that Government would not add to the burden 
he bears except under the compulsion of grave necessity. If further proof of 
the unwillingness of Government to supersede is needed, I may point to the 
long time that elapsed before Government took this step — how patient it was 
with both Municipalities in spite of their persistent neglect of advice, instruc- 
tion and warning. In both cases again it was careful to supersede not for a 
long time but only for one year, and the state of both municipalities is so bad 
that although the District Magistrate will undoubtedly reform the administra- 
tion, he will find it a hard and difficult task to bring the administration up to 
the standard which Government would desire to see established before the 
year expires and the Municipal Commissioners resume management. 

“Government, however reluctantly, felt that it was their bounden duty 
to discharge the trust vested in them. It is not a case of one or two or qf a 
few mistakes as stated by the Hon’bie mover. There was long continued 
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ausmanagement ni bo h municipalitios. In Hurd wan, year after year the 
same gloomy tale of faction, inefficiency, waste of public money-rn fact 
pneral mismanage, nont and malmlminisiration-had to be told The Ooiui 
tor, the Commisasioner and the Government had stigtnatized the laxity of 
administration throughout the tune the Municipal Commissioners had held 
office, but no attention was paid. J here w.as no attempt at reform; things 

went from bad to worse. i 1, ere were undoubtedly some Municipal Comrnis- 

enmgy or tludr power 

was 1 , sufficient and they failed to efieet any improvement. The inlluence at 
work, the prevailing spirit, is sufficiently clear from the fact that when a 
specia enquiry was held this year by a Deputy Magistrate iimler the District 
Magistrate 8 ordtn-s. It w.as imiieded by efforts to suppress the facts and to 
alter or destroy incriminating documents. 

“ In Hooghly-Chinsura, the Municipal Commissioners faihsl to fulfil their 
primary duty of inan.aging their affairs so as to p.ay their way. The District 
Magistrate had the unpleasant task of taking oviu- a Municipaiity with arrears 
of Rs. .32,000 and a c.ash balance of only Hs. S.oO. Collections liad been 
neglected ; ther(> were .arrears of taxes aggregating Hs. 12,000: no warrants 
had issued foi the fiisf, (lunrtor ef thi' ytMii*, n.iid ns l h(» periiKl of liinitnt<ion 

IS 8 months after the demand is presented, tiiey cannot now be issueil. All 
that ean lie done is to hope that the defaulting rate-payers may he persuaded 
to ptiy up or forced to d(^ so by the slow and tf^dious process of civil suits. 
Bills were unpaid for over two years and nior(‘ : the unpaid bills for coal 
alone amount to Rs. 5,000. Much lias been made of tln^ difhculty about 


g’ettin.ir coal, but it is fairly obvious that 
supplying’ people who do not pay their bills. 


contrafitors must fight shy of 


“Much has also beem made of the gfuieral difliculty of ways an 1 nutans. 
1 do not propose to go into details about this. But the broad issii<*s iriay Ix^ 
summarized in two proverbs : One is, you must (*ut your f‘oat according to 
your (doth, wlii(di, in this oas(*, nutans that if you want a pun* water-supply 
and otiuM' civil amenities you must tax yours(dv(‘s jiroperly and sutlieimitly to 
get them and kei'i) them up. If you do not, you must go without tlumi. The 
other is, when there’s a will th(‘re’s a way; and : Ih^ Municipal (>omrnissioners 
of Hooghly-(diinsurah showed no willingness to [)Ut tlirn'r hous(» in order. 

So far to tli(^ eont rary — so far did the fatal habit of priKjrastination 
prevail — that a month before supersession, at a tiiin; wlnu; the (Jommissiomu* 
had insisted on their facing the growing gra vity of their finamual position, at 
a time wlien their unpaid bills amounted to over Rs. 80, 000 and their cash 
balance to a little over Rs. 200, th(:^y deliberately njsolviMl t(j pf)stpon(^ th (5 
con.sidtu’ation of the question. And a inontli latc^r, wh(m Government 
superseded them, they had only Rs. 850 in hand to f)ay bills amounting to 
over Rs. 30,000. 


“As regards the (question of meters, the Government Resolution speaks 
loritself. Briefly the facts are : Nearly thrtu^ yivars ago Govf^rnment publisht^d 
rules under the Act prescrihing meto'S for housf^-conmHjtions, tin; object of 
which is to prevent the interests of jioor p(‘,ople, who havn to g(>t water from 
Htroot hy(irants, from being sacrificed to their richer m^igh hours who havp 
private house-connoctions^ and can affortl to pay for an (^xcfiss quantity of 
water. So far from observing these statutory rules, t ho CommiHsionerB had 
within seven months after tlie issue of these rules given nearly 300 house- 
connections without meters. Even after Government issued orders insisting 
on the rules l>eing observed, the CommissiemerR procrastinated, and while 
they procrastinated, prices rose and the supply of meters on th<5 market 
grew less. 1 need not recapitulate the correspondence. Matters came to a 
head at th© beginning of this year (January 1918) when the Municipal 
Commissioners were told that they would he superseded unless they tof)k 
effective action. The Commissioners then followed the instructions of 
Government by buying meters but took no steps to get them fixed. By 
September this year only 55 out of 400 connections were metered. Of these, 
40 were on Government buildings, and there were only 16 on private 



1088 


Resolutions. 


[26th November, 


Mr, O'Malley, 

connoctions. It was at this time — and this is a point to which the Hon’ble 
Mover has roferreci — nearly 3 years after Government orders were issued 
that the rules must be carried out — that the Commissioners went into legal 
questions and stated a case for opinion. All this time the consumption of 
water was rising and the (jost of the water-works increasing without proper 
payment bcung made by the widl- to-do for private coninjetions. 

‘‘As to the supply of coal for the water- works, I may merely point out 
that for 2^ years the oHicers of Government had been trying to get the 
Municipal Commissioners to realize their duty and make proper business-like 
arrangements which would not only prevent a breakdown, but also be eco- 
nomical. There was. liowever, a breakdown, and there was a serious 
outbreak of cholera which tin' Civil Surgeon attributed to the failure to keep 
up the supply of filt(*r(^d wat(M* from the water works and that again to the 
neghict to get sufficient coal. The Sanitary Board itself addressed the 
municupality a grave" warning : but the warning produced no effect, and in 
the last month before supers(‘Ssion the. management of the water-works was as 
l)ad as ever. 

“ In spite of I his, (Jovernmerd de(ud(ul to allow the municipality a last 
chance and the Ilon’ble Member-in-charge of the Muiiicipal Department gave 
the Chairman and Vice-(Jhairman an interview, in which they were informed 
that the (.'ommissiouors might save themselves from suptu'session if they took 
st(^ps to do all that was m^cessary. So far from endeavouring to do anything 
17 ( /ommissioiuu*s resigned. It is difficult to resist the suspicion that their 
action was designed to ])revent supersession, tludr idea being that if they 
r(‘>signed, Governnumt could not supersede them or would at any rate be 
eml)arrassed or have its hand forced. If this view is correct, their action 
bears some similarity to that of culprits to whom a merciful Judge offers the 
chance of reformation instead of sentence and who think that tlu'y can avoid 
sentence by absconding. The idea that tln^y hoped to prevent supersession 
lias some support from the articles contribiUtul to the newspapers which U8C‘ 
almost identically the sairn* words. They say: ‘It is clear that the action 
taken by the (iovernment in superseding gentlemen who were not in 
existenc(^ as (Jommissionors is quite illegal, imjwoper and ultra vires,' ‘I do 
not wish to entcu* into legal niceties. 1 may merely say that wh>en Municipal 
Commissioners arc* superscHhul they are superseded not as individual persons 
but in their corppratt* capacity ; and 1 can assure the Council that tin's 
question was considered by Government before their orders were passed and 
that GoV(*rnmcnt acd.cd on the highest legal authority. 

“ It has bc^eu asked, and this has been the chief point raised in the 
debate, why should not Government have left things as they weie till a fresh 
election was held. In the casii of ILx)ghly, a peculiar situation had been 
created by the resignation of the 17 Commissioners. Having resigned, there 
would have had to be a bye-election for each vacancy among the elected 
Comniissioners. A new Municipal Board would have had to be formed which 
would hold office till the general election was duo, and the Commissioners 
who had so long mismanaged the Municipality would have managed to get 
4 he opportunity of carrying the bye-elections and continuing their mismanage- 
ment. In the meantime the town would have suffered, and this was a contin- 
gency which Government could not tolerate. ' 

In the case of Burdwan, there was good reason to believe that there 
would not bo a straight election. A ratepayers' association had, it is true, 
been formed to voice public grievances, as pointed out by the hon'ble mover ; 
but it was of comparatively recent birth and public opinion was not strong 
enough to counteract the influences at work. Those who are familiar with 
municipalities know that there are various ways in which a party in power 
can maintain its position — for instance, by enhancement or reduction of the 
valuation on lioldings, condoning licenses for trades, granting or withholding 
facilities of water-supply, instituting or omitting to institute prosecutions for 
breach of bye-laws, suffering decrees to be time-barred, and the like. These 
practices are known to have gone on, and it is significant that there were 
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over Rs. 30,000 of arrears of taxes outstanding* j?fst before the election. An^ 
if the Commissioners had been allowed to nunain in office, it was practically 
certain that there would not have btuui a freo and fair ol(^ction.” 

The Hon’ble Rai 1)ebp:ni)er Chcndkk Ghosh lUiiADim said : — 

“My Lord, I would only nder to one or two facts in connection with the 
charge brought against the Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality, r.e., the shortage 
of the coal supply for the water-works. As I gather the facts, in tlu' Ihmgal 
mofussil municipalities, whtue water-works an* in t'xisttuice and in (iiu\stion, 
the Government Sanitary Engineer lules the situation. llis instruct ions 
are to b# carried out by the municipality aiul if thtoe is a failurt' on tlu^ j)art 
of the Commissioners to carry out his instruci ions, tlnm the ( iovt'rninent 
condemns the Commissioners. 1 understand that*th(‘ instruction of tin? 
Sanitary Engineer was that tln'ie should bt' in stock a six months’ supply of 
coal for the water- works. Tlit'st^ instructions wrn^ not (;arrit‘(i out and tht»y 
had just sufficient coal for om‘ or two months. As then* was a disobtnlifuice 
on the part of the Commissiomu-s to the oialcrs of tlie Sanitary Engiiu'er, 
Government took it very seriously and chosi' to sujX'rstsle the muni(upality. 

1 happen, my Lord, to be connediMl with a munitdpality and I havi^ t.he 
honour to represent the Corporation of C/alcutta on iliis (x>uncil. The n*.- 
sources of the Calcutta Corporation are very large* aiul the resource's ol our 
coal-suppliers art* also very largti. We an^ going to liaM'a meeting ol the 
Corporation tomorrow in which W(^ have to t*onsidei how to deal with our 
coal supply. 'J’ht^ coal is suj)pli(‘d by a linn of gn'at n*pute and standing — 
1 shall not name the firm as it is not m‘C(*ssary. d’hey are unabh* io H*ip))Iy 
coal of the requirtxl quality and quantity as pin* (contract and th(‘y say that 
unless the relations betwtH'ii tin* parlies art' ri^-ad just(‘il t h(‘y will stop tlu' 
supply. The executive, who are responsible lor tln^ facits biung ])la(aHl at 
tomorrow’s meeting, say that the supply whicdi tlu*ii' firm is imaking is suffi- 
cient for two or three days and that is the way in whicli Huppli<is havt* bt^on 
made for some tunc past/. Ol (‘ourse, (‘vory one knows that tlno*(.* is a coal 
difficulty and there is also railway ddliculty, hut in tin' easi* ol (yalcutta wo 
do not feel that difficulty to auy (‘xtmit, Ix'causethc Chairman of the (corpora- 
tion makes it hia busiiu*-ss tf> (*ase tln^ situation l>y c*oinmunicatmg with th(> 
proper authority j tin* ditlicmlty is f(*lt by iht* coal supj)ln‘i ioi i(‘«isons 1 mxxi 
not mention. rheri*! is tdn* fact, h<)W(^v(*r, that wt^ have in oui puiiif)ing 
station coal for two or thr(*e days’ consumption and that has been going on 
for some time. Tt is fortunatt* that wc* are not controlb^d l)y the (lovornimmt 
Sanitary Engineer in this matter. If it had Ixxm so, probably we would hav«^ 
been hauled up before Government for our laches. I believe the shortage ol 
coal supply is the principal charge, hut not the only chaige against the 
Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality. 1 think that the shortage in the supply of 
coal is due to the circumstances created l>y the wai . 


The President, said : — 

“ There are a numl/er of Kontlemon who winh to take part in this debap. 
I regret to say that I have an engagement myself at 6 o clock of a public 
character. Under these circumstama-s, I propose to adjourn the meeting 
now until 11 o’clock tomorrow rnornimr when we will take the reniaindoi of the 
discussion of this motion and of the other motions which stand on the paper. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned till Wednesday the 27tli November, at 
11a.m. in Government House. Calcutta. 

A. M.** HUTCHISON, 

Seci/. to the Govt, oj Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council. ( Offg-)- 

Calcutta, 

The 11th December, 1918. 
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[26th November, 1918,] 


* APPENDIX A. 

[Referred to in Answer to Question No. Ill (unbtarred) of the 

3rd September 1918.] 

Paper referred to in item 3 of the List of Business Jor the meeting oj the 
Council held on the 26th November^ 1918, containing information 
regarding the Nawah of Dacca's steam launch at BarisaL The informa- 
tion was called for by the lionble ]Iahu Brojendra Kishor Ray 
C iiAUDHURi Question No. Ill \unstar red) asked at the meeting of the 
Council held on the 3rd September, 191S. 

By Uio fton’blo lUiui Brojendra Kihhor Ray Ciiaudhuri ; — 

Is it a fact that a steam launch is maintained at BariBal Ghat for the 
eBtate purpose? How much does it cost annually? For how many days from 
1907 to the 31st March 1918, was she out from the Barisal Ghat for the 
estatf* pur[) 08 e 8 ? 

Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

Y(is. The average annual cost is Rs. 2,351. No record has been kept of 
the number of days on wliich the launch was used for estate purposes.’’ 


B. S. PrAM— 2M2.1918—2881J— 360— S. C. R. *ud utheri. 



Ahtirad of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Gouneil assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915 . 

The Council met in tlu' Council Chamber at Government House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the iJ7tli November, 1918, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Uiairr Hon’iile Lawkence .Iohn Liimley Dunham, 
Eakl ok Ronalhshay,. o.c.i.E., Governor oj the presitrnry of 
Port W'tll'iaoi in Bengal, Presiding. 

The Hon’ble Siu Henuy Wiieelek, k.c.i.e., c.m.l 

The Hon’l)le Mk. •!. G. Cummino, c.s.l, c.i.k. 

The Hon’l)le Mu. J. II. Kkui;. c s.l, c.le. 

The Hon’ble Mu. TI. •). Stevknson-Moohk, c.v.o. 

The Hon’ble Ma.ior-Geneual W. il. H. Uouinson. c.h., i.m.s. 

The Hon’ble Mil .1. Donald, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mu. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

The Hon’blo Mu. H. P. Duval. 

The Hon’Cle Mu. M. 0. McAli-in. 

The Hon’ble Mu. F. A. A. Cowley. 

The Hon’ble Mu. W. C. Wouhswoktii. 

The Hon’blo Mu. C. F. Payne. 

The Ilon’ble Mu. S. G. Haut. 

The Hon’ble Hai Puiya Nath Mukhauji Bahahuk, lm.o. 

The Hon’blo Siu Ba.ikndu^ Nath Mookeu.iee, k.<m.k. 

The Hon’ble Mu. J. Mackenzie, o.u.k. 

The Hon’ble \V. H. II. Aui)EN-Wooi>, c.i.k. 

The Hon^ble Mu. Aminti: Uahman. 

The Hon’blo Mu. «I. W. IIkly-Hutchinmon. 

The Hon’ble Mu. Puovakh Chundeu Mittek. 

The Hon’ble Babu Siv Nauayan Mukiiekji. 

The Hon’ble Kumak Shib Shekhakbswab Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Brojenuba Kishob Ray Chaudhubi. 

The Hon’ble Mb. Abun Chandba Sinoha. 
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[27th Notembek, 


The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbaduikari,. Kt., c.i.e. 
The Hon’ble Rai Debendkr Chundkr Ghose Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Rai Radiia Oharan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. W. Carter, c.i.e., c.u.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. E. Crum, o.b.e. 

The Hon’blu Or. Abdulla-al-M\mun Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’blo Maui.vi Abul Kasem. 

The llon’ble Maui.vi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hoii’ble Kuan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’blo Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All , 

The Hon’blo Rai -Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The llon’blo Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 

Tho Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

Tho .Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

The Hon’blo Babu Kisiiori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Babu Ambika Ciiaran Mazumdar. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

[Under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest.) 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. \B—c(mtd. 


The President said : — 

“ We will continue discussion on item No. 18.” 

The Hon’blo’MR. P. C. Mitter said ; — 

^ My Lord, I listened .with great attention to the discussion on this item 
yesterday, and I for one think that in the interests of Local Self-Government, 
if the interests of the situation demand it, if there has been gross maladminis- 
tration, then the Government would be perfectly justified in suspending the 
municipality as it has done. But, My Lord, although 1 venture to think 
that the order of suspension perhaps was justified — I say perhaps- because 
1„ cinj, only proceed upon the Government resolution on the subject — beyond 
certain obserifl^ipBB- 1 heacd.yeetwncfajvt ■Imd ho opportunity of. examining the 
facts, and not having that opportunity I prefer to follow the facts as stated 
in the Government resolution. .Taking that as my standi oint, I desire at the 
same time to bring to the notice of Your Excellency’s Government and of this 
Council, certain points which struck me on reading the Bengal Municipal Act. 
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Mr. P. C. Milter ; Dabu Bhabnuira Chandra Ratj. 


In the. first place, section 65 of that Act unaoubtedly authorizes the Govern- 
ment fo suspend any inunicipa ity ,f the contingeney referred to in that section 

^ to direct that the superstAssion 

should bo the period to be specihed in tlie onlor. If that section sto.Ml by itself, 
there would be nothing to prevent the Governn.ont from superscAdinga nuinioi- 
pality for two or five oi- oven ten years if t he interest of th(> situation demand it, 
Imt, My Lord, there is another section, section 21. That section lays down 
the tenii^ of otuce ol a Municipal CoininisBionor. UndiM* that st'ctioii every 
0oiiipai88ionor bIiuI] vacate liis o^cc at the end of tlirec' ve-ars from tli(' date 
of his appointment or election as such CommissioiUM*. Now, My Lon], J take 
it the position is this. 1 he ratepayors elect certain Coniniissioners, and 
those Conmiissioners lor tln^ lime lieing are the representatives of tlio rate- 
payers. Section 65 speaks about tlu^ suspension of (^immissioners, that is, the 
representatives of the ratepayers. I understand, .My Lord, that in tlie ease 
of the Burdwan Municipality, election was due iii Septeml)(‘r, and I under- 
stand, further, from certain observations of the Ilon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasom 
that, as a matter of fact, the ele(*tion was to take plact^ in Noveunber. 
Assuming that the (lovernnient was perfi'ctly justified in suspiniding 
the municipalities. I venture to think that the ordm* of suspension for one 
year was beyond the spirit of section 65. I do not piMposo to discuss the 
point as a lawyer, nor do 1 propose^ to tliscuss I h(* pi^int on int're ti'chnicalitios, 
but looking broadly at it, 1 would lik(' to know what is thi' object of the 
Government. I have not the slightest doubt tliat the object of I he (Jovern- 
ment is to inifirove the administration of local seir-gov(*rnm(‘nt. If that be 
the object of Government, that object is perfectly vindicated by this order 
of suspension, and that object will bi^ equally vindicated aftm* the Ichhou 
that these municipalities hav(‘ had, if an early order were passed to the 
eifect that there should bi^ a fresh ideetion in ♦lanuary or Ftdiruary. d'liat 
is my humble suggestion which T lay Ixdon* Your Excel hmey’s (lovernment, 
and iny position with regard to tln^ mat ten* is that while I do mit si^o eye 
to eye with the llondjh* Maulvi Ahul Kasein that the' order of suspension 
was bad, at the same time I do not feed justified in accepting the position of 
the Government that the suspension for oiu^ year was goiKl. 


“There is only anot lier i)oinl on which 1 woulei lik(' toaddress the Council 
very shejrtly. It may be sai<l that unless the susfiemsion lie* for one* yimr, the 
district officer vvill hav(‘ no chance; of really j)utting the administration of 
these two unfortunate* iiiunieipalities on a y)rope*r basis. To this, iny answer 
is that at any rate, speaking for inysedf. a trainee) administrator will always 
administer more efficiently tlian any leKuil se If-governing boely, howevejr 
anxious the^y may be. But, at the same; time*, for seven-al reiasous, it is an 
acet^pted proposition that local se‘ILgoverniiig bodies should be allowt^l le^ 
do their best. They may lose in point of efficiency, but tli(‘re are othe3r 
advantages in allowing local seir-gove;rning bodie*s to Jidininister their 
functions in the best possibh* way. Regard bedng hael to that position, it may 
bo said that if you look to the que^stion of in(;re effi(;ie*ncy, ])e'rhaps administra- 
tion by a trained administrator would be* bett(*r for all timers. Tf, for otlier 
reasons^ wo want to give a real chance to Icx^al sel f-gove^rning bddies, then I 
should think that these municipalities have had their le38son, and I should 
think the new Comn^ssioners should bo allowed to eJo their best* From the 
point of view from which T look at the question 1 t hink that will give them u 
chance of really trying to do away with the past bad administration.’* 


The Hbn’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray said : — 

“ My Lord, I do not propose to go over the ground already covered by the 
previous speakers to this resolution. The charge against the two now defunct 
municipalfties is, I take it, one of gross inefficiency, coupled in one case with 
corruptiem,. a»d itr the other heightened by a reckless disregard of consequences 
to public health that might easily have followed. 
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Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

“ Unfortunal ely, My Lord, inefficiency or failure to rise to the height of 
one’s responsibility, is not confined to the municipalities of Bengal. . Corruption 
jobbery, and oppression were not very uncommon attributes of municipal 
administration in the land of our rulers, prior to the Municipal Corporations 
Act of 1835, after years and years of its inception. But, so far as I am aware, 
these circumstances were never made the pretext for stifling local self- 
government or setting back the hands of the clock. There are, no doubt, 
provisions in England for compelling inefficient or unwilling local bodies to 
do their duty. But there is omi fundamental difference in the ease. In 
England, it is one popular and self-governing body controlling another, the 
central authority itself being resjmnsible to and comimsed of the represent- 
atives of the pcioplo. And, to he frank, here in India there has grown up 
through years past a barrier of mutual distrust — a sort of lurking suspicion 
and antagonism — betweeen the self-governing bodies and the central authority. 
The controlling authority appears more in the light of the Grand Moghul — a hec- 
toring, dictatorial, fastidious personality — nothing of that friendly'task-master 
which the English local bodies have in the central authority as represented by 
the Local Government Board. It is a position which does not benefit either 
Government or the local bodies. I concede that the control over these 
bodies is always exercised by Government witli the best of intentions. But. 
unfortunately. Government do not very often get any credit for their bona fides 
in these matters — tlie result being that neither the hxial bodies themselves, 
nor the people at large, are satisfied with any exercise of extraordinary 
powers on the part of Government. I need not remind Your Lordship that 
it is necessary not only that justice should bo done, but that the peoj)le 
should be made to feel that justice and nothing but justice is actually done. 

*■ ^^.v. Lord, 1 plead for a greater patience with our self-governing institu- 
tions which have yet to attain maturity. As 1 said, inefficiency is not their 
exclusive characteristicr. The reconl of our provincial administration itself 
is not an unbroken and glorious stretch of success ami efficiency. Without 
raking up) the past, I would just ref(*r to the cloth <jiiestion with which we 
are all familiar. What a sad story of fatal inaction and bungling — that has 
cost the lives of so many of our poor brothers and sister.s — not to mention 
terrible sufferings of the people in general. Here it was not a case of problem- 
atical loss of human life, as in the case of Hooghly-Chinsurah shortage ol 
coal over which Government have shown so much concern — but actual death 
of men and women who were driven to seek it at their own bauds as a 
deliverance from nudity and dishonour. Since the 4th Sep)tember, 1917, 
when attention was first drawn to the cloth problem by me dn this charfiber. 
Government succeeded in finding very lyany excuses on various occasions for 
not interfering with a situation which was certainly remediable to a groat 
extent. An 1 when the psychological moment had slippied by. Government 
aw'oke from their stupor. 

"My Lord, one should not judge others by to6 exacting a standard, lest 
he himself is judged as strictly ! ” 


/ 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendka Naih Bay said ; — 

"My Lord, I want to say only a few words with reference to this resolu- 
tion. As Chairman of a mufassal municipality, 1 know the difficulties of 
Municipal Comtuissioners and of Municipal Chaitmeu aiid Vice-Chairmen, 
especially when the municip>ality is not a very solvent one. I know the 
difficulties tlipy experience in making two ends meet. With reference to the 
Burd wan Municipality it is alleged that defalcations had been going on for 
years, and that there was nobody to check those defalcations. That may 
bo a fact against the municipality, but I know defalcations .have taken place in 
District Boards under official Chairmen and large- sums of money — lakhs and 
lakhs of rupees — have been defalcated from Government treasuries without 
the official head knov^ing anything about it. With reference to the 
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Burdwaa Munic pality, it liaH boon by Homo of my lioti’blo frioiids that 

® not suffor on a<!oouul.of the no^loct of duty on tho part 

of the GommissioneiH and the muimnpal executive. Ilhiuk tliat i« a very 

resoiution. enpecially wlum you know that 
the 8th November was fixed as the date of election. If the ratepayers I, ad 
persiflted in electing’ t lie same GominibiHion<M*H, G^overninent probably would havt‘ 
been quite lustilied in suspending the municipalir v or in taking siieli a(‘tion as 
they thought projier under the circuinstances. \Vt* bt‘ar that a Katepavers' 
Associarion has been formed there, and smdi an association is geneVally 
formed when the ratepay(‘r8 are dissatisfied with t In* working of tln^ present 
staff of tin* municipality. An opporliinily ought t(> have bemi given to the 
ratepayei s of Hurd wan t(d elect ii(*w (^immissn )nt*rs and in*w exeentiv'e 
officers to guide the affairs of tin* municipality. 


Ihen With relerenct* to tlu' 1 looghJy-C/hinsnrah Municipality. dMiere 
are two cliarges against it, 1 mean t wo s«*rjoiis charges, oin^ is shortage 
of coal, and the otlnu* is iiidisciriminate house connections without meti'rs. 
\V cl h I may say without atiy hreacdi ol coiifidtmce that, htnng a memb(»r of the 
Sanitary Hoard, wc hrouglit this mattt*r to tin* notict* of (Jfni^rniinmt, l»ut it 
was furthcu- from our wish that (lovernment should take such dtimtic steps 
as to suspend the* municipality for ncglt*citing to ke(‘p (*oal for six months or 
for this indiscriminate house coninidion. Tln‘rt‘ is om^ fact whicli may not 
he known to many of ns, but which is knowui tf) tln^ llon’bh* Mr. Haync and 
the Hon’ble Hahn Maficndra Natli Jiay, and it is I bis, that wln*n Howrah was 
under an official Chairman, then* were indiscriiuinatt^ liousc conin^ctions, and 
tile result was that t.lic people of Howrah got water only ;d>oiit four or five 
hours evt*rv day, inn’er mon* than that. Well, that was the result of mdis- 
criminatf^ hous(3 conn(*ctious during the tinn^ of tin* oHicual (diairmen. Did tln^ 
Government tak(^ any stops to susptunl tin* Howrah Munica pality when it was 
under tlio offiin’al (Jhairnian be<?aus<‘ tin* jiuldic of Howrah did not get a 
sufficient supply of wat(M* ? It is only now, urnh»r a non-official (Jhairman, 
that steps liav(‘ Ixn^n taktm to fix nnders wh(uiev(*r tln*re h.as heiui a new 
house connection. 


Idnm, as regards this sliortage of coal, (lovernment wantial that six 
months’ coal ought to be stored ; there w(*re difficuIti(3S in getting this six 
months’ sujiply, as explained to Your Lordship. As reganls nn*t(^rH, it is w(»ll 
known that tin* prices of motors has goin* up very much, proliahly more than 
twice the original fuico. And hecause a poor miinimp.ality liki* thf* HcKighly- 
Chinsurah Municipality could not purchase meters worth Us. 40,(K)0, which 
is probably the net annual income of tin* mu indripal it y, tlnu-efore tln^y liav(*> 
been suspended. I ask ont^ qin^stion. V%)ur Lordship ninst have hoard, or 
must be iiwaro, of the breakdown of tin* Kiddc.rpon^ bri^lgi*. f shotdtl like to 
ask whether this is not a grcat(*r scandal than the breakdown of tho Hurdwan 
or the Hooghly-CJhinsiirah Municipalitioy. Ilori* you have*; a bridge, an impor- 
tant bridge over which thousands and thousands of poo, ole cross, ovt^r which 
tramcars run and prohal)ly about 10,000 carriagcis, liorK(*H, and inotor-(;arH run 
ev(:>ry day ; well, one evening, about 4 o’clock, the Tramway Company rcM eivod 
notice that from the n(*xt morning the tramcars sliould c(*aHe running over the 
bridge. What was (4overnmont <li)ing all along ? Is it for the first time that 
they came to know that tlie bri Ige was not in a proper comlition and was not 
safe ? It was a Government department, fin* Public Works Department, who 
should have brought this to the notice of Gov-ernment, but it was the engineer 
of the Calcutta Improvement Trust who brought this matter to thf^ noticf^ of 
Government. What was the Government of Hengal doing all along with its 
large establishment ? Then, I may tell Your Lordship that for tlic last 7 or H 
years f myself liave been telling the heads (d the Public Works Dfipartineat 
who are in charge of this bridge that a new bri<Ige ought to be built ; the 
Tramway Company have been telling the Government the same thing, and I 
myself saw Mr. Green, who was a Secretary to the Government, and Hien 1 
found from an answer given to a question which I asked in this Council 
yesterday ” 
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The President said : Order, order I must point out to the Hon’ble 
Member that he is getting a little bit wide of the qut^stion under discussion. 
The question under discussion is the supersosHion of the municipalities of 
Hooghly-Chinsurah and Burdwan. 1 have no objection to the Hon'ble 
Member referring to the Kidderpore bridge in passing, but I think that 
I must call him to order if ho goes into that question at any great lengtli.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Sukendba Nath Kay continuing said : — 

‘‘ Government, with its large resources, are not in a position to say when 
tiie Kidderpore bridge will be put in order, and a poor municipality like the 
Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality, with its small income, is required to 
spend Rs. 40,000 on the purchase of meters. These are facts which oujrht to 
have been taken into consideration before superseding this municipality. 
It is thus that the de^ath sentence has been passed. Government oiiglit 
to have givtni proper warning fb these municipalities before suspending them. 

I think the Ix^st way of getting out of the difficulty would be to withdraw 
the order of suspension and allow Ihese municipalities to elect new (commis- 
sioners and u new executive. Witli tln^so remarks, 1 support the resolution.” 

The Hon'ble Babu Mahendka Nath Kay said : — 

My Lord, the municipalities which have been superseded are. two of 
tlu' most important of my constituencies and of my friend the Hon'ble 
Mr. Dutt. 1 have naturally taken a very keen inteiest in tlie orders of 
supers(?ssion. These ordc'rs coming in quick sucet^ssion within an interval of 
a week have created very great consternation in the province, and one 
section of the Press has not missed the opportunity of basing u| on the facts of 
these tw'o successive superst^ssions a strong case against constitutional reforms. 
The statutory powc^rs under which Your Excellen(*y’s (ilovernment siipersedt'd 
the two municipalities are contained in section 65 of the liengal Municipal 
Act. Your Exc(dleney and tln^ ("oumul will forgive me even at this late 
stage of the debate if I venture to rehu’ to tin* provisions of that section, 
ddiat section empowers Your Exc(41ency’s Government to supersede Coinmis- 
sioiH'rs who are not competent to j)erfonn or persistcmtly make default in th(‘ 
performance of duties im])osed on them by or under tln^ Act or otherwise 
by law, or exceed or abuse their powers. These powers are bas(Ml 
on the law. 1 might remind the Couiuul that side by side with this 
extreme penalty there is a provision in section 64 of the Act which empowers 
Your Excellency’s Government in case of a default of Commissioners in 
certain particulars, or in respect of certain works, to lake over the manage- 
ment of that work, on condition that the cost of management comes out of 
the municipal fund. 

Lord, I am aware of the reasons which Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment have given in writing for the supersession of these two municipalities. T 
am aware, My Lord, of tlie fact that in the case of tin' Burdwan Municipality 
there were serious malpractices or abusers of power within the meaning of 
section 65 of the Act, for it was pointed out that, when an enquiry was made 
into certain alleged cases of defalcation, papers were suppressed in many 
cases on the plea that they could not be traced, neither the Chairman nor 
the Vice-Chairman showed alacrity in assisting the investigation, and the 
Municipal Commissioners would not disclose facts that might reflect discredit 
on their administration. There is the further fact pointed out that the collec- 
tions were very very badly in arrears, and, as the order says, the two grounds 
upon which this particular municipality has been superseded were, first, 
inoompetency as provided in section 65 and then abuse of power ; the incom- 
petency being a general one involving incapacity to collect arrears and 
inefficiency involving waste oLpublic money. 1 am bound to say that if all 
these facts are well founded — and we must take it that Government proceeded 
upon proper materials — it is perhaps a case where, Government would have 
the power to supersede the municipality under section 65. But one thing, M^' 
Lord, is obvious. The supersession of the municipality involved disenfran- 
chisement of the people of an important town, and unless Your .Excellency a 
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Government were convince, 1 that tUere was nueh an iJentity Ketweo.i the 
Conunmsioners or the tune luMnff and the whole h.xly of ratepayers in the 
town that even il a fresh election was directe.1 the lesnlt of that election wouhl 

^ 1^1 I f CoinmissiotuMs. it would he, I snlnuit, 

abhough Government has the statutory pcwer. not a case wlieo. tha. power 
should be exercised. We all know that section 6.5 of t lie Henjral Municipal 
Act and the corresponding section of (he Local Self-Government Act make 
provisions for extreme cases which slu.uld only l.e e.xercise.l if there is no other 
alternative and the question is wliether Government eonl.l not have remedied 
or unproved toe affairs vvliicli wort* efM'taiiily passing from had tt> worst* by 
ordering a fresh eloction. We have been inforined t hat tdie fresh oh^ction vva« 
due in the month of November. 


• wildi regard to tln^ Hooghly-( diinsnrah Mniiieipality tin* matter, 

I think, stands upon a diflorc^nt looting. ddh*rt' th(‘ grounds upon which 
supersession is directed an*, as I Hiul, grounds of incomj>et.t'ncv and 
peisisteut delault in the pt*rformanc('i of duties. Pht* s|K^cilii* castis whndi 
are set out to support the indictment undm* tln^si* two ln*a<lK — !n(*onip(a« ncy 
and persistent diU'anlt in the performaiK^e of dntit*s — an* tln^si'. | am sorry 
I may havt* to go over tin* same ground wliieh has beiui traviu’setl so many 
times by all the spuakt'rs m the (yoniKuI (Jhamlier this morning an I last 
evening. Hut one of the first points which wtue made was that i In) 
municipality, iii spiti^ ot pi^rsistent directions, d<*fault(Hl in securing a supply 
of six inonths coal in advance. Well, My Lord, whether the mnuicipality 
was failing to do a statutory duty ini)>osed upon it because it faili*d to <‘arry 
out the order of ke(^])ing six mout lis stoc^k of coal in advauiM*, is a (pn^stion 
which is not free from doubt. Ther<» is no law which roipiiia's that eva^ry 
municipality sliould keep six inonths coaf in adv’^ance. ()ne miini(upallty, 
with the management of which I am entrusted, at the preseut moment keeps, 
as Mr. Payne knows very well, two months' stock of c*o;d in advance, an<l 
during the stress of tin* four and a half years through whiidi we liava* passed, 
the Howrali Municipality has m(*t with absolutely no dilHculty in respect of 
the supply of coal, simply because it k(M*ps only one or two months coal in 
advance. The iiereniptory ordt*r to keep six months’ laial in advance was an 
order which, I make bold to say, justified by no pi-eeedent and is just ifieil 
by no absolute necessity. With the Sanitary Engineer to the Governmmit of 
Bengal and with the Sanitary (huiimissioin*?’ to tlie fTovernm'*nt of Jheigal 
we have often oiir qnarnds, and I myself have oft(‘n (iiian(*Il(Mj with them. 
But I am not convdncod that undor the instrui!! ions of thi^ Sanitary Engineer 
to the Government of Bengal a murassal muni(!l|)ality could be dirt^cted under 
the statute to keep six months’ (H>al in advam^e. 1 1, might have l>e(*n — and I 
have no doubt it was — a wise advice in vi<*w of tlu' difficult ics of the times 
and perhaps thi) lIoog!ily-( iJhinsurah Municipality shouhl have, if they were able 
to do so, tried to give effect to the advice ; but the failures to keep six monttiH’ 
coal in advance is not a breach of statutory duty nor such as wouhl justify. a 
suspension under section 65 of the Bengal Municipal Act. 

‘‘Then, there arc otlier matters, My Lord, for example the alum. Well, I 
am convinced that somettiing is absolutely necessary to purify wat«*r, be it 
alum or aluminum fende, and 1 was really surprise<l to learn that my friend, 
the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, di<l not pass stringent 
orders for the 8up[)ly of a sufficient quantity f)f alum fof the purification 
water with the result, wo are told, that the vvatc»r sliownd in duly last intense 
hecal deposits, due to insufficient filtration, as^ a result of which the water 
was not t)etter than the raw river water. Here, again, there is no bn^iich of 
statutory duty.- The water, at any rate, was not worse than river water, but I 
am soi'ry that the result was not satisfactory, and I admit that it was very un- 
satisfactory. We were then told, My Lord, in the resolution that the munici- 
pality failed to perform its duties by not raising the water-rate to an adequate 
extent. Well, the Act ijrovides for the levy of 7j p<*r ofint as the maximum. 
In' the Howrah Municipality, we impose 6 per cent, and f believe the munict- 
pality of Hoogbly-Ghinsurah imposes a rate of 6^^ per cent. Well, if that is so, 
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it can hardly be said that the. rate which was imposed in the Hooghly-Chinsnrah 
Municipality was not an adequate rate. 1 am not aware of municipalities 
where water-rates are higher than 6^ per cent. 1 am sorry, further, that tlie 
meter question prestmted to them so much difficulty. In the Howrah Munici- 
pality we enforce Government rules in Sj)ite of the y)rotests of ratepayer's, 
l)Ut w(‘ ar(- in a V(‘ry different position. The meter rules came into force 
in February 19 Ih. Long befon* that Howrah had a very large number of 
house connections and the law does not allow retrospective effect being given 
to tlu* rules in order to requin^ old house-owners enjoying house connections 
without meters to furnish them now at their own cost. In the ease of an old 
municipality like Howrali, the rule is enforced otdy in the case of applications 
lor new connections, and wc^ h«ave persistently refused such applications 
without meters, meters being furnishe<l at the cost of the ratepayers. 

‘‘ In the case of the Hooghly-CUiinsurah Municipality, however, the inaugu- 
ration of the water-works and the introduction of the rules were simultaneous, 
resulting in this, that if the rule was strictly enforced no house-owner^ could 
hav(^ any meter conmu^tion from th(‘ time of the commencement of the works 
unless Ik* either paid for the me^tm* or furnished a me*t(u* lor himself. 
Well, wlndher the Municipal (Commissioners should have risen up t(j the 
occasion and (mforcred the rules without waiting for Law Courts to dc^cide 
whetlKU* th(‘ rules were ultra vires is a matter which I would leave to 
th(*m. My Lord, my opinion is that tlu^ municipality should havt* enforc(‘d 
tin* meter rules ; that is, however, a matter of opinion. ” 

[At this stage the Hon’ble MeinlMU*, having reached the time-limit, had 
to conclude his remarks.] 

The Hon'ble Mk. K. B. Dutt said : — 

‘‘My Lord, in supporting this resolution I must, in tln^ first pla(;e. make 
my ])Osition perfectly clear. I have carefully read both the resolutions — one 
regarding Burdwan and the other regar<ling llooghly-Chinsurah ; and I must 
say that the case of Burdwan stands entindy on a different footing. The 
r(*solution clearly states the circumstances which l>ringlhe casi* of Burdwan 
under section 65 of the Bengal Municipal Act. But, with regard to HcK)gldy, 
I myself entertain very grave doubts whether tin* Govcumment could have 
taken action under section 65 of the Act. If the Government found that the 
iiiunicipality had been persistently neglecting its duties with regard to a 
particular matter, section 64 of the Act gave ample powc^rs to tlie Government 
to take action under that section. However that may be, what 1 really felt 
wjis that al. the time when we had been considering the Reform Proposals 
and when, with regard to Burdwan, the election was fixed tcytake place on 
the 9th November, was it desirabh^ to take tlie action whicFi w^as taken m 
t4iis matter, taking for granted that the Municipality had been guilty of 
malpractices and of abuse of powers ? What tin* people in the Burdwan Divi- 
sion — and, if I may say so, in the whole of Bengal — have really felt, is : was 
this drastic measure necessary when the difficulties could possibly have been 
avoided by a fresh election ? 

“Then, My Lord, as I have already stated, the supersession of the two 
municipalities, one coming after the other, certainly created a mischievous 
impression — I may say, personally speaking, a w'rong impression — but it is my 
duty not to conceal the impression which was being freely talked about not 
only in Bengal, but all over India, that this action on the part of the Govern- 
meiit has been taken with a view to show^ that the people of Bengal specially 
are not fit for responsible government. I candidly say that it was far from the 
intention of Government. However, people say sa A long telegram had also 
been sent by Reuter to England to that effect. Therefore, the best solution — 
if I may be ])ermitted to suggest — is to withdraw this order and to order 
fresh elections. That would satisfy, no doubt, the Government on the one 
hand and the people on the other.” 
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The President said : — 

“Gentlemen, I am sure that we shall h« o* u t . , . 

wo regret the absence from our deliberations of the Hon^blTMo'’*h 
of .hi. d.p.r.m,„., tho Maharaiadhirai. irbria^of T 

at one in regretting etill more the unfnrfnn.Wr. ^ r li \ snail he 
I am sure tliat we shall all wish that the Maharala absence, and 

restored to complete health at ; ier^!arly d^^^^^ 

“ Well in the absence of tho Hon’ble Meml.or of the Government who is 
m charge of the department, concerned with this motion, it dovol verumm ,no 
o say a few words m explanation of the action wldch iho Goventment l as 
taken. 1- irst of all, let me dispose of the charge against us-if I nmv sav so 



the two Man.cipal Hoard. o, in olfico. No, K„„tle„>e„, whatlvm 
else the Bengal Government may be. they are not a Macliiavellian Govern- 
ment. 1 would rospoctfully ask the Hon’l.Ie Members of this (Council 
to Icxik at us. Do we look like three Machiavollis ? Do we look the sort of 
tieoplo who would su round in secret conclave, hatching, with bated breath, 
far-letched schemes for discrediting th.^ people amongst whom we Jivo 
and over whom we exercise authority ? N» I feel sure that we are in reality 
precisely what we look as to two of us, straightforward and sinijile Scotsmen • 
and a8 to the other, a straightforward and simple FjiigliHlmian. And if 1 mav 
say Ro. tins cliarge is a little ungracious in tln^ case of the present Bengal Oovorn- 
incnt. Have we not, during tho comparatively short period of our existence 
done more than any previous administration in Bengal to advanc^e ihe^ cause 
ot local self-governmont ? Only yostorday we reachetl an important stage of 
a riill, framed and advanced by us for th<^ 3)ur|)Oso of laying firm the founda- 
tions of self-government in the villages of tliis Bresidcncy. Does that look 
as if we wish to discredit the ability of t.ho jMH)plc of this Presidency to 
manage their own ahairs ? And then, again, who was it who gave to certain 
of the District Boards in this Presidency, for the. first time in their history, 
the right ()f electing their own non-()ffi(ual (Chairmen ? Wliy, it is this Govern- 
ment which, vve are now told, is Ixuit childishly and vindictively on supersed- 
ing municipalities for the expn*HS purpose of discrediting the very policy which 
they themselves are pursuing. Surely, the charge* is ridiculous upon Hic faot^ 
of it. The action which was taken by this Govc^rnnumt was taken with 
extreme regret ; it was taken in the interests of the people and the ratepayers 
of the two localities primarily conci^rncd ; and if, indeed, it be a fact that the 
failure of the Commissioners in these two cases satisfactorily and efficiently to 
manage their affairs has had t he result of creating in the minds of anyone a 
suspicion that the people of Bengal an* not fit to discharge those duties, then 
I say that it is not so much to the fact of their supersession that that impres- 
sion has become due, but to (ho wide advertisement which has been given to 
their failure in the Press and still further, I am afraid, by the debate which 
the Hon’ble Member inaugurated in this Council yesterday. I do not know 
whether the Gom.missioners concerned will be grateful to the Hon’ble Member 
for having given this further advortisemoni to their unfortunate failure satis- 
factorily to discharge their duties ; but I should be disposed to doubt whether 
they would. At any rate, from that point of view I myself frankly confess 
to feeling some regret that this discussion has been forced uf^n us. I do 
not propose to travel in detail over the grouml which was admirably trodden 
by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley yesterday and which has been traversed by many 
other sp>eaker6 in the course of this debate ; but there are one or two y)oint8 
which have been raised by the 8f>eakers, to which I feel bound to make some 
reference. 

For example the Hon’ble Baba Ambika.Charan Mazumdar has given it 
as his opinion that our action in this matter had been ill-considered and hasty. 
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I can assure the Hon’ble Member that whatevei" else our action may have 
been, it most assuredly was not hasty. The facts are indisputable. And 
what are the facts ? The facts are these : that ever since March 1915, ap)eriod 
now extending over from* three to four years, a whole series of authorities 
have represented to Government the faults and the omissions of duty which 
they put down to the Commissioners of the Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality. 
Let me say a word in passing with regard to a remark made by an Hon’ble 
Member yesterday. Government realise and appreciate, as much as does any 
other member of this Council, the great service which the late Chairman of 
the municipality rendered by the zeal, the enthusiasm and the patience with 
which he laboured to secure for that municipality an adequate system of water- 
supply ; we appreciate his public service in that respect. But I would 
respectfully suggest that, while we enormously appreciate all that he has 
done in securing to the municipality an adequate system of water-works, that 
does not absolve us at the same time from deploring the administration which 
has resulted in the fruits of his labours being rendered sterile. J have 
referred to the fact that these complaints have been made during a period of 
some 3^- years. It was suggested by one speaker yesterday that the Sanitary 
Engineer had a personal grudge of some kind against the Municipal Commis- 
sioners and that he had succeeded in persuading Government to take this 
action in order to satisfy his own feelings of vindictiveness. Surely, that is a 
somewhat unworthy suggestion, and in any, case it can be shown easily to be 
without foundation. The complaints which have been made and the warnings 
which had been issued to the flmnicipality wore not by one man only, but 
by no less than eiQht different authorities. We have had complaints from 
the District Magistrate, from the Commissioner of the Division, from the 
Sanitary Engineer, from the Assistant Sanitary Engineer, from the Govern- 
ment Inspector of Water-works, from the Civil Surgeon, from the Local 
Examiner of Accounts, and last but not least from the Sanitary Hoard itself. 
In submitting a report to Government which was made by the Sanitary Board, 
the Secretary to the Board writes as follows, and I would ask Hon'ble 
Members to give serious attention to these words : — 

‘ The Sanitary Board decided at their last meeting that it was necessary 
for them to bring to the special notice of Government this instance where the 
neglect of their most elementary duties by the Commissioners of the Hooghly- 
Chinsurah Municipality has resulted in serious loss of life. A serious outbreak 
of cholera recently occurred at Hooghly-Chinsurab, which was due, as pointed 
out by the Civil Surgeon, to the inadequate supply of water. The shortage 
of supply was the result of the failure of the municipality to maintain a suffi- 
cient stock of coal at the water-works. The Sanitary Board and the Sanitary 
Engineer have on several occasions pointed out to the Municipal Commis- 
sioners the danger of keeping such a small quantity of coal in stock, and in 
February last the Sanitary Board advised them to keep a six months’ supply 
in reserve.’ 

“ When the Hon’ble Member who presides with such conspicuous ability 
over the affairs of the Howrah Municipality raises the question of the necessity 
of keeping six months’ supply of coal, I may point out that that is a recom- 
mendation not of the Government but of the Sanitary Board. Well, it is pos- 
sible that four or five months’ stock of coal might be deemed adequate. But 
I may point out that in the case of the Jlooghly-Ch insurah Municipality 
the supply was reduced to one or two days ; indeed they had to burn firewood 
on one or two occasions in order to keep the water-works going at all, because 
there was no coal available. 

But although the greatest amount of stress has been laid upon the 
inability of the Municipal Commissioners to manage the water-works, .that is 
by no means the only respect in which they have failed in the discharge of 
their duties. 

“ In the note of the audit of the Municipal accounts which was dated 13th 
November, 1917, the Examiner of L^al Accounts observed that the taxation 
accounts were in a deplorable condition, and in his annual report for I917-1B, 
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dated let September last, the Oommiasionor of the Burdwan Division, after 
referring to the fact that the Municipal CommisBioners had appointetl neither 
a Health Officer nor a Sanitary Inspector as required l>y tlio statutory rules 
of Government, went on to say as follows : * Tlioiv has been a lack 

of supervision over the Municipal staff with the result that serious irregu- 
laritfes and embezzlements have occurrtHl, heavy arrears of taxes have 
accumulated, large outstanding liabilities have not been m*^t, and tho 
closing balances have been unduly reduced. Tlu^ outstanding liabilities 
are considerable and the financial position is very unsatisfactory. This is 
partly due to the imposition of an inadequate water-rate, the income from 
which is insufficieot to meet the charges for water-supply.’ As a matter of 
fact, a further examination of the accounts hy the (^inimissioner showed that 
the actual cash balances on r-he 3l8t August was only Us. i:25-8, while tho 
amount due on account of unpaid bills which had actually Ix^en received hy the 
Commissioners aggregated Rs 24,368. It was also estimatf^d that in addition 
to the bills that had been received, there were further outstanding liahilities 
amounting to an additional lls. 5,000, so that in all the municipality was in 
debt to the extent of approximately U.s, 30,000. Well, that was the position 
when on the 6lh September last tho Government Inspector of VVater-works 
made a further inspection, and sent in a report to Government wliich showed 
that all previous warnings had been quite usoless and that no notice wliatever 
had been taken of tho repeated ami accumulated warnings of 3^ years and it was 
under tkese circumstances tliat on the 8th September 1 reijuosti'd the Maharaja- 
dhiraja JJahadiir of Hurdvvan — as I was very anxious, if possible, that the 
municipality should get one further ch«ance — to invit t> tin* (Chairman and \ ice- 
Chairman of the munieipality to him and to inform them that greatly 

though vvo should doplon^ the lU'cessity of taking over tho administration 
ourselves, yet in vi( 3 w of all the past history which lay before us, w<? should 
feel cornpeiUd to do so unless the Municipal Commissiomns found tluunselveH 
in a position to comply with certain ri^cpiests which we made to them hy a 
certain date. Well, that in brief is I In' position so far as Ilooghly-Chinsurah 

is concerned. , i -i ^ 

“ I noticed that the Hon’ble Member who moved t his motion descnbocl 
tho action of Government yesterday as punit ivo act ion. He spoke perpe- 
tually of the punishment which Govoriimmit were inllieting not only upon 
the Commissioners but upon tln^ ratepaym*H and the public. M 1 luay say 
so, that illustrates the extraordinary diffi^reneo in the point ol view from 
which the Hon’ble Member approaches this matter, and from which I do. 

I never regarded this action as a punishment inflated by (xoverninent like 
a school master inflicting a punisliinent upon a reealedrant «^hool boy. 
Ndthing of the sort. I realized that since repoattid warnings had failed to 
effect an improvement and since as a result of (jontiniied maladministratioii 
of their affairs the Commissioners found thomselvos on the verge ot 
bankruptcy, the best service which Government could render to the muni- 
cipality and to the ratepayers was to take over, for such period only as to 
enable them to pull the affairs of the municipality together, the administra- 
tion. I do not regard it as a punishment. I regard it as a service rendered 

by Government to the public. , , 

“The Hon^ble Babu Arabika Charan Mazumdar said yesterday that he 

wondered very much what improvement had been eftected >y le to\orninen 

since they had taken charge. Well, i . i 

of this municipality’s affairs for a very short time, but 1 
say, according to the latest report which has 

gratifying measure of success has already I 

District Magistrate in putting the affairs of the munioipahly into shap. I 
would like S take this opportunity o£ publicly ex pi^ssing my ^ 

the whole-hearted way in which the District Mapstrato, Mr. 
has just left Hpoghly and who is now succeeded by anther vei^ able 
Mr. Wberley, ^rew himself into the task, tho very thankless task 
the affairs of the municipality together :^t me tell y®" {J* 

xeport says : It says that when he took over the administration of tho 


tho Government have had charge 

.nm happy to 
reached me. that a very 
rewarded the efforts of the 
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municipality he found Rs. 32,000 due to the Board from the ratepayers. 
Some thousands of this sum had been outstanding for various periods 
running back as far as 1909-10, which again disproves the suggestion of the 
Hon’ble Member that we have been acting in haste. Between Rs. 10.000 
and Rs. 11.000, over one-third of the total sum outstanding, has already been 
collected hy the Magistrate. In view of the fact that many of these sums ha^e 
been outstanding for periods of 4, 6, 7 and 8 years and many of them must 
necessarily be wholly irrecoverable, I think the Magistrate must be congra- 
tulated upon the fact that within this very short period of a few weeks he has 
already been successful in collecting one-third of the total outstanding liabili- 
ties of the ratepayers. Hien again, so far as the water-works are concerned, 
since the Coinmissioners were superseded, about 280 tons of coal have already 
been seeured for the water-works and there is now already more than four 
months^! supply in stock. In view of that I find it a little bit difficult to 
understand the plea of the Municipal Commissioners that they were unable to 
obtain coal. When the Magistrate took over charge, the cash balance was 
Rs. 850 only. The collections which he has made and which I have already 
spoken of, have enabled him to pay off nearly Rs. 10,600 worth of liabilities, 
while he has a cash balance in hand of some Rs. 2,300. Nevertheless there are 
still very considerable outstanding lial)ilities which it will be essential for us 
^ to endeavour to discharge during the coming months, and I fear, therefore, 
that it may be some time before it will be possible for us to place the affairs of 
the municipality upon a coin[)letely firm foundation once more. We^liall do 
our best. 

Well, then, so far as the municipality of Burdwan is concerned, if I 
may say so, there* seemed to me to be an extraordinary unanimity of opinion 
amongst Ilon’ble Members that the Municipal Commissioners in this case 
were unworthy of the trust imposed in them. I do not know whether it 
was tlio intention of the Hon'blo Member who moved this motion to in any 
way defend them ; I do not think it was. If it was his intention, then he 
has succeeded only in damning them with faint praise. As in the case 
of I he Hooghly (yornmissioners. warning after warning has been unsuc- 
cessful in bringing about any improvement in their conduct of affairs. When 
I had occasion personally about a year ago to look into the affairs of this 
municipality I was so impressed with the astonishing laxity of control over 
the wliole administration that I felt called upon to go the length of issuing a 
personal warning to them. Speaking in Burdwan on the 9th January, I felt 
called upon to use those words : After I had referred to the outstanding 
liabilities and the unfortunate financial position of the municipality, I said : — 

‘ On enquiry as to the cause of this unfortunate state of affairs, I am told that 
the proper procedure of issuing warrants each quarter has not boon followed 
by you, and that last year very few warrants were issued after the first 
quirter. From this fact, and from other reports which I have received, I am 
forced to the conclusion that the affairs of the municipality have not been 
conducted with the efficiency which the ratepayers are entitled to expect. 
Where 1 have found so many grounds for praise’ — I would mention here 
that the grounds which I found for praise were in connection with the 
administration of the District Board not the Municipal Board — ‘ it is dis- 
tasteful to mo to have to impute blame and I content myself therefore with 
expressing an earnest hope that future reports of the working of your munici- 
pality will be of a more reassuring nature than those which I have received 
hitherto.’ Unfortunately my warning passed unheeded, and on the 10th 
August last the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division reported as follows : — 
‘The collection of taxes in the year 1917-18 were worse than in any 
previous ^i^ear. The uncollected balances at the close of the year amounted 
to Rs. 38,856 or more than a third of the whole current demand.’ Later on 
in the same report, he says * the serious irregularities and embezzlements 
which had been disclosed are due to the failure of the Chairman, and Vice- 
Chairman to exercise any supervision over the municipal staff.’ May I here 
enter a respectful protest against what appeared to me to be a certain 
indifference with which the Hon’ble Member who moved this motion spoke of 
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i^^larities in this connection ? He said that in fact they were the ordinary 
things which we inust expect not only in the case of municipalities and 
^strict Boards, but m (^vernment Departments, and, in fact, in every 
department of public life Well, Ivory strongly dissent from an attitude S 
this kind ; we have got to do everything that lies i„ our power to show our 
horror and detestation and our astonishment at the occurrence of irregu- 
larities of this kind ; and I would respiurtfully su^r^srest to the Hoirhlo Member, 
though 1 am sure he (iid not mean to create this impression, that it wili 
not help us to spread that attitude throughout the whole range of our 
public bodies if they read in the reports of the <lebato8 held in this 
Oouncil speeches in which these matters are spoken of as no doubt 
unfortunate, but still as matters whieh are more or less as inevitable as the 
rising of the sun. What we want to do is to do away with that attitude 
and that idea. What we vyant to create in the public life in this Presidency 
is the feeling that these things must not occur, and if they do ocjcur, they 
must be stamped out with all the vigour which it is possible to apply to 
them. So far as this particular aspect of the case is conec'rnod. in connection 
with the Burdwan Municipality, I have been so impn^ssed with tlio serious- 
ness of it, that I Consider it nen^essary to order an enquiry into the matter ; a 
Committee is about to be appointed which will consist of an experienced 
accounts officer deputed by the Accountant-Clein'ral and an experienced 
Magistrate to enquire into and invt^stigate these matters, and pending a 
report of that Committee, I do not propose to dwell at any great lengtli upon 
that aspect of tlie maladministration which has taken place in Burdwan. 


“ Now, I have explained frankly and I hope clearly, the reason why 
Government liave taken this action. Far from onr n^garding our action as 
likely to discredit the capacity of the people for managing their own affairs, It 
seems to us that when we did find obvious and glaringeasos of maladininisira- 
tion covering a long period of time, it would b(3 to the advantage of the cause 
of self-government if we showed that vv(^ sliould not overlook matters of this 
kind. And in conclusion I would v^onture respectfully to make this sugges- 
tion to the Hon’ble Members of this (%>uncil. No om^ is more zealous for 
the honour and reputation of this Council than 1 am. Led Ilon’blc! Members 
realise that wlien they are asked to cast their vot(^ upon a question of this 
kind, they are being asked to exercise a grave responsibility. Let every 
Ilon’ble Member consider for himself what will be the effi^ct of the vot(i which 
he casts. Is it not obvdous in view of the record of these two municipalities 
tliat every vote cast for this resolution will be interpreted by tboso who 
are looking eagerly at the present time at tlu^ working of the Legislative 
Councils in this country as a vote given in condonation of inefficient public 
administration. It can be regarded as nothing else by an impartial observer. 
I can sympathise with Hon’ble Members when they have to comf3 to a decision 
as to how they are to cast their vote. I know the sympathy which they 
must feel with the Municipal Commissioners who have for a short time only 
been relieved of their responsibilities, but they must remember that those who 
are looking on, who are assessing and estimating tlie capacity of tlio members 
of the Councils in this country to discharge onerous and widor duti<=^8 
will not be impressed by any vote which is given upon sentimental grounds. 
Hon’ble Members in this Council have the opportunity now to show that 
they are capable of rising above personal feelings and above sentiment ; they 
have the opportunity now of showing that they arc capable of casting their 
vote not in accordance with personal feelings or sentiment, but in accordance 
with reason and in the best interests of the public. Let me impress upon 
them once more, and these shall U; my last words, that thoso supersessions 
are not punishments. This action has been taken only under stress of what 
appeared to the Government to he grave necessity. The priniary object of 
the action is so to pull the affairs of these mismanaged inunicipaKties toffether 
that when the time comes for the ratepayers to elect new representatives, 
these representatives will not be hampered by finding themselves placed in 
charge of bankrupt concerns, but will be given a fair and ftesh start which 
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will enable them to display a proof of their public spirit and their capacity 
adequately to manage their own affairs.” 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

“ My Lord, after the speech delivered by Your Excellency it will be 
rather bold on my part to press this resolution before this Council, but 1 want 
to offer a word of explanation. 

” In the first place, with reference to the Burdwan Municipality, 1 began 
bv saying yesterday, and I repeat it to-day, that I did not stand here as an 
apologist for tile defunct Municipal Commissioners. I venture to say that I 
do not even attempt to give them a whitewash. I told this Council that I 
shared the opinion of the Government that they had failed in their duty. It 
was My Lord, after the 9th of January last— if I am correct, only m the third 
week of January — that the ratepayers formed that association and in a notice 
which they issued calling a public meeting of the ratepayers, they said that 
the meeting was called to form an association as a check upon the neglect ot 
duty of the Municipal Commissioners. 

“ My object in introducing this debate in this Council was not to white-^ 
wash the Municipal Commissioners of Burdwan, but to inforin Yotfr 
Excellency’s Government in this Council that the ratepayers were quite alive 
to the fact that their representatives in the Corporation had failed to do their 
duty* and that they were very anxious to pass a judgment on their con- 
duct',' and in the course of this speech, if T referred to some of the good 
works done by the Commissioners, it was to show that I did not come here 
simply to abuse them or run them down. I am glad to know. My Lord, that 
a Committee is to be appointed to look into tjie whole ^matter, and that will of 
course clear up many things in connection with the municipal anairs of 

Burdwan that want clearing up. roM n * i 

” There was one remark made by the Hon ble Mr. O Malley yesterday, 
that a fresh election was not allowed because it was apprehended that it 
would not be a straight election. I know more than anybody else that in Uie 
election three years ago there were some grave irregularities. I know that 
some of mj' friends submitted a petition to the District Magistrate, Mr. Marr, 
who was then in charge of the district, stating the irregularities and he 
svmpathotically considered the question, but said that under the Municipal 
Act he had no authority to interfere. I then brought his written order to the 
Hon’ble Nawab Syed Sir Shamsul Huda ; he also said that the Municipal Act 
was defective, and remarked that the next time the Act was under amend- 
ment, this matter would bo taken into consideration. In Your Excellency s 
speech to which wo have just listened, you have said that for three years 
they have been guilty of these lapses. T admit that it has ^ been so, but 
during these three years, the ratepayers bad no opportunity of judpng tfieir 
conduct or passing their verdict on their work because when once elected the 
ratepayers cannot unseat them, and it is only after three years that they can 
pass their judgment and if I asked for the withdrawal of these orders, I did 
so because I wanted the ratepayers to express their views on the conduct of 
the Municipal Commissioners and the executive ofiRcers of the now defunct 
Burdwan Municipality. 

“ My Lord, the Commissioners complain and in speaking on this resolu- 
tion I feel it my duty to explain that in the case of Burdwan, of course, 
warnings were given but no explanation was asked for ; as in the case of 
Hooghly they were not told to do certain things within a certain period on 
the threat of supersession. However, as regards the supply of coal in Ime 
case of Hooghly. much has been said and I do not like to dilate upon this 
matter further. Besides, I have not much personal experience of this matter 
beyond those facts which I have placed before this Council. 

‘‘ Ab regards the ratepayers, I can only say that this supersession of the 
Hooghly-Chinsurah Municipality has caused great excitement among the. rater 
payers of Hooghly. They held a public meeting and express^ themeMves m 
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unefoivooal terms and the meeting was prosideil over by a gentleman who 
n6V6r intGrcsted himsGif with public affairs or at any rate who never appeared 
on the public platform. Ho hiinsolf remarked that it was tlie gravity of the 
situation and the necessity of the case that made him come out of his seclusion 
and preside over a public meeting ; and that public meeting expressed iis appre- 
ciation of the services rendered by the late Chairman of the Hooghly-Chinsurah 
Municipality. I am also gratified to find that Your Excellency has appreciat- 
ed the services which have been rendered by the late Chairman. I still express 
the hope that the Government will reconsider the resolutions that have been 
passed, and that a smaller period of suspension will bo fixed and that the 
ratepayers of Burdwan and Hooglily will be asked to elect their ntpresonta- 
tives much sooner than the perio<l fixed by the Government resolutions. 

“My Lord, in view of the grave importance of the questions involved and 
of the fact that my non-official colleagues have taken a lively interest in 
this matter, I would ask Your Excellency’s permission to allow me a little 
more time — say five minutes — to consult my non-official friends as to whether 
I should withdraw or press the resolution.” 


The Pkksident said : — 

“ I am afraid that it would be very irregular to adjourn the debate for a 
purpose of this kind. The Hon’blo Member has b.ad enough time — the whole of 
Tuesday and this morning — to consult his friends, and 1 am sorry that 1 cannot 
allow an adjournment for him to consider the matter further”. 


The Hon’blo MAUt.vi Asur. K.4 skm said : — 

“ May I have Your ExcolKmcy’.s i)ermis8ion to j)tit the resolution in two 
parts before this Council ?” 


The Presioent said : — 

“ I am prepared to meet the Ilon’ble Member in his desire that the motion 
be put in two halves I will put the mol ion regarding Burdwan first.” 


The -Hon’ ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said : — 

“ My Lord, in view of the fact that a committee is going to be appointed 
I beg to withdraw the resolution regarding Burdwan.” 

The following portion of the resolution was then, by leave of the 
President, withdrawn, namely ■ — 

“ This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the orders of 
supersession of the municipality of Burdwan be reconsidered and with- 
drawn.” 


The following portion of the resolution was then put to^the vote, namely;-^ 

“ Thi? Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the orders ip^ 

^arsession of the municipality of Hooghly-Chinsurah be reconsidered aim} 

with^wn.” * . ' 
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A diviftion was then taken with the following result : — 


Am^ — iP. 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

„ Babu Siv Nara^^an Mnkharji. 

,, „ Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 

Ray. 

„ ,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

„ Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhi- 

kari, KT., C.I.E. 

,, „ Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 

Bahadur. 

,, „ Rai Radha Charan Pal Baha- 

dur. 

„ „ Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

„ „ Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

„ „ Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

,, ,, Babu Bhabeitdra Chandra 

Ray. 

,, „ Mr. Altaf Ali. 

„ „ Rai Sri Nath Ray Pahadur. 

„ „ Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 

Bahadur. 

„ ,, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. I 

„ „ Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, 

C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

„ „ Babu Kishori Mohan 

Chaudhuri. ^ 

,, „ Babu Ambika Charan 

Mazumdar. 


Noes — 20, 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.I.E., 
C.H.I. 

„ „ Mr. J. G. Camming, C.8.I., 

C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. J. H. Kerr, C.S.I., C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. C. J. Stevenson-Moore, 

C.v.o. 

„ „ Major-General W. H. B. 

Robinson, C.B., l.M.8. 

„ „ Mr. J. Donald, C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley. 

„ „ Mr. H. P. Duval. 

„ „ Mr. M. C. McAlpin. 

„ „ . Mr. F. A. A. Cowley. 

„ „ Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

„ „ Mr. C. F. Payne. 

„ „ Mr. 8. G. Hart. 

,, „ Rai Priya Nath Mukharji 

Bahatiur, l.S.O. 

„ „ SirJRajendra Nath Mukha^i, 

K.C.I.B. 

„ ,, Mr. J. Mackenzie, O.B.E. 

„ „ Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, 

C I E 

„ „ Mr. j. W. Hely-Hutohinson. 

„ Mr. F. W. Carti-r, C.I.K., 

C.B.B. 

„ „ Mr. W. E. Oriim, o.n.K. 


The following members abstained from voting : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

„ „ Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

The following members were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Sir Dijay Chand Mahtab, k.c.s.i., k.c.i.k., i.o.m., Mabaraja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

,, Mr. C. H. Bompas, c.s.i. 

„ „ Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. Amir-ul-Omrah, k.c.s.i., 

K. c.v.o. 

,, ,, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, kt. 

„ Raja Hriehikesh Laha, c.i.E. 

,, „ Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 

„ „ Mr. E. B. Eden. 

„ „ Mr. G. A. Bayley. 

„ „ Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, c.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

„ „ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Ayes being 19 and the Noes 20 the resolution was lost. 

The President said : — 

“ I may perhaps add a word in further explanation of the position. 
As T said in the course of my remarks, our object is to give the new Municipal 
Boards when they come into existence a clean sheet to start with. That being 
so, if I find from the reports which I receive that the Government officers 
have been enabled to pull things round in a shorter period than one year, 
then I should be prepared to consider the question of ordering; election sooner. 
(Applause.) But from the present reports that I have received I cannot say 
that I feel very sanguine th'&t it will be possible to do that in less than one 
yealr.” 


X 



lieBOiuitonB, 


nor 

Aidulvt Abul Jvasetn / f^urnar Shib SheJchctreswctr Jfay, 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. IS. 

the following resolution which, stood in the name of the Hon’hle Maulvi 
Abul Kasem, was, by leave of the President, withdra\Yn : — 

This Council recommends to the Covernor in Coimeil that the iiiamberH 
of the Provincial Executive Service aetiug' as jii rsonal assistants t.o the 
CommissionerH of Divisions and to the lns]HH?l or-( hnieral of Registration 1 k' 
granted a special allowance. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 20. 

The Hon hie Ivumak Siiiu Siikkhakkswak Ray moved the following reso- 
lution*: — 

This Ck)iimhl recommends to I lu^ ( lov(‘rnor in Council tliat an inquiry be 
made by the fiovernimmt into the natun^ and extent of tlu' allegi^l |)nn'afenee 
o[ corrupt practices amongst tin* ininist(‘rial statV of t in* mufassal (iourls, ainl 
that nec(*ssary action lx* tak<'n to improve tin* (existing stati* of atVairs. 

H(3 said : — 

‘‘My Lord, tlu^ S(H:retary to tin* C/onmhl has j^nt in lh(‘ word “ allegi'd ’’ 
in my la^sMution. Ltiglish is not my mother tongin* ainl I speak subjetd to 
coria'ction, that this word carries with it, a (‘halh'iigi* that n»y statcmeiil must 

be substantiated. I did not think that tin* fact of of coiru pt 

practices amongst tln^ ministm ial stall* rtajuiriMl any ]>ro(d\ As it is, it is a 
self-evident l-ruth and nothing hut the trutli. Ilow- vm-, if tin* int rodmd.ion of 
the word is meant as a cliallengi'. ha me (pioU* a fiov <‘Xtra(as from sonn* 
of tln^ many l(*tti*i\s which I have icci ived from all pai ts of Ihmgal, written 
by people most eom])otcnt to (*xpr('ss an opinion on th<‘ subje^d : — 

British Indian Association : — 

‘P^ully sympatliis(* with your ohjead which is iinh'cd a laudahh* one.’ 

F^ast Bengal Landholder’s Assochatlon : — 

‘ Tlu^ magnitude ami (*xtent of hardships to which the litigant public are 
often subjtaaed, bailie all desoi ij)t ion. ddn* commit t,ce li-nd tindr ulioh^- 
lieart(3!l support to you r ])i oposal wliK*h should (‘ugage t,ljn immediate serious 
attention of the (Toveumment .’ 

North iiougal Zamindars’ Association : — 

‘A V(*ry naus(*ating, not to say ilismal, static of things will pn^stmt itsedf 
before the public <*ye.’ 

Dinajpur Landholders’ Association : — 

‘The assocaation fully supi>ortH your r(*solution.’ 

Murshidabad Association : — 

‘ t^oiir resolution lias full sympathy and HUpjioid ol tlie Association. 


Anjuman-'i-lslarnia : — 

‘This Aiijuman has full sympathy with the object of your resolution. 
The sufferings of the public are inestimable/ 

Provincial Muhammadan Association : — 

‘ Strongly supports the resolution.’ 

The Hon’blc Maharaja Bahadur of Cossimhazar. Member of tbo Imperial 
Legislative Council : — 

* Something should be done to put them down as soon as possible. 
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Bin d wan Bar Association : — 

‘ The evil has taken possession of all the districts of Bengal, and it is 
now high time that vigorous efforts should bo made to root it out.* 

Malda Bar Association : — 

‘ The prevalence of corrupt practices amongst the ministerial staff has 
l)ecomo notoriously prejudicial to the parties in civil and crin;iinal courts and 
seriously affects the public. Steps should be taken to effectively check it.’ 

Borhampore Bar Association : — 

‘Inquiry should be made by the Government into the nature and extent 
of the ])revalenco of corrupt practices among the ministerial staff.’ 

Pabna Bar Association : — 

‘ (Jorrupt practices are ])revalent amongst the ministerial staff'. 

’Fhe Association is willing to make suggestions if the Government be pleased 
to make an inquiry and take ste})s to remedy the evil.’ 

Noakhali Bar Association : — 

‘ Emphatically denounce the corrupt practices that obtain amongst the 
ministerial staff' in inufassal courts.’ ^ 

Khulna Bar Association : — 

‘ U(>lieve the poor miifassal litigants from the widespread malpractices 
of t.lie geu(u*alit.y of the ministerial staff' of inufassal courts.’ 

d’ippera Bar Association : — 

‘ Court officers take illegal gratifications from litigants We 

approve of your moving the resolution.’ 

Bankura Bar Association : — 

‘ It is needless to say that t he practices are rampant.’ 

Fatikchari Bar Association {Chitlagong) : — 

‘ W(^ cannot help blushing with shame and utter disgust when wo see 
the atmosphere so surcharged with the bacilli of this demoralising malady. 

if evid(mce of general repute be of any avail as in 
cases under sections 109 and 110 of Code of Criminal Procedure 

90 per cent, of the ministerial staff will be lodged within 
the high walls of the jails.’ 

Keshoregunj Bar Association {Mymensingh) : — 

‘ It is a patent fact that, with only microscopic exceptions, corrupt 
practices havi* for a long time been prevailing amongst the ministerfal staff 
Every effort should be made as early as possible to 
remove them, as they are increasing daily in undue proportions and assuming 
gigantic shape.’ 

Jhenida Bar Association {Jessore) : — 

* Strongly protests against the prevalence of corrupt practices amongst 
the ministerial staff . . . . and urges that immediate and 

effective steps should be taken by the Government for their suppression.* 

Bolejuir Bar Association (Birbhum) 

There is no doubt that the members of the ministerial staff' are corrupt 
to the backbone and their conscience has become entirely callous.* 
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Kasba Bar Association (Tippera) : — 

‘ The evil practice is of such long standing and magnitude 
strange that it has escaped I he notice of the Government.’ 


that it 


is 


Satkania Bar Association {Clntlagong) : — 

‘ Corrupt practices amongst the ministerial stafl have really become a 
serious menace to the litigants. . . . an eflectiv'e redress is essentially 

necesBary. 


Feni Bar Association {Nnakhali) : — 

‘ The corruptions of the ministerial stall* must be put a stop to hy all 
means. 


Basirhat Bar Associai 'ion : — 

\V e arc fully awaie of tiic malpractices Iiavt' l>(^cn jufoiiijp^ on for a 

longtime • . . . and view with alarm ('xtcni t.o which tht^se corrupt 

practices have spread.’ 

Kurigram Bar Association {Ra?i(jjmr) : — 

11 the GrOveinincnt v<*niain iiidiirerimt ^in tlu' niatt.t’ir, corrupt prai^iict^s 
will be gradually increased and tln^ litigant i>iil>lic would la? put to much 
inconvcnienct* and difficulty.’ 

Nator Bar Association {liajshahi) : — 

* We are smarting under tln^ gru*vanc(‘S with no prospect of any rodresB. 

Tilings ar(3 going from bad to worsts’ 

*‘To this I might add iny pcussonal tes^timony. My Lord, fresh from tho 
University, I was sent diioct to my fath(n*’s zamindari. and 1 carried with 
mo all the high ideals of a young gradnat(‘ and a sportsman. I r^einber 
very widl that within a b'W days of my arrival tluua^ I was asked to pasH 
•a t)loador s bill in which w(3 had snbmitt(‘d to th<' grosst^st possible ilh^gal 
(exactions of court officials, l)(*ginning from the Sheristadar down to the 
fietty peons. Kxactions wor(> made riglit ami hd*t , fur tiling the plaint, for 
entering hajira of witm^ssi's, for serving summonses, for drawing up a decree, 
for returiiinn: the jiapc^rs tihal, for cashingtlu* (dioque, and I do not know for 
what not. 1 can hardly tell you, Sir, what iny fcolings tlnni were. I could not 
believe that such things wtu-e possible in a British (Joiirt of Justice. But our 
old Dewan pointed out that tlicjn^ was no otln-r alternativn? but to submit lo 
these extortions. I paid no heed to his words and stofiped all such pay- 
ments. But the rt^sult was disastrous. Jdie Df^van was right, and f was over- 
ruled by superior authority. Kver aft(*r this, through all theses years, I liave 
tried my.best, in all possible ways, to oppose t hose exactions, but I have been 
very seldom successful. 

** I hope that tli(?S(^ statements would satisfy even tlie most exacting 
Judge. 

“ I do not know wliether tin? Member in charge propopes to argue the point 
by quoting statistics of formal complaints and actual convictions. 1 took 
some pains to get at these figuri^s, but 1 find that their number is not very 
high. I do not know wh(jthcr it i» intended to make capital out of this. 
But I submit that these statistics do not prove anything in inatterB like these. 
For obvious reasons, when a man submits to the illegal floinands of the court 
people, ho dare not make a formal complaint. Law does not spare the man 
who pays illegal gi-atitications. Again in cases where no sucli gratification 
is actually paid, no strong case lies against the |>erson who demands a 
gratification and, moreover, it is very difficult to prove such a mere 
demand. But let me say without any fear of eontradi^ion that ma^ 
such cases of unfair demands and illegal extortions are informally 
brought to the notice of the presiding officers who generally finish 
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tliem off with a verbal warning to the ministerial officer concerned, a 
warning vvhicli enters through his one ear to get out of the other then and 
there. My Lord, I have been told l>y some officials tliat the best way to cope 
witli the evil would be not to give any illegal gratifications at all. They, in 
fact, blaiTKi UH more, than tludr ministerial staft* for the prevalence of corrupt 
practiciiH amongst the !aU>(^r. To cherisli a gool opinion of one’s own people 
IK a well-known human failing and 1 do not idame the officials for their attitude. 
But 1 must say tliat tludr advice r(',garding withholding illegal payments 
lias no meaning in praetin*. W(* would call a man either a fool or eccentric 
if li(^ vv(n*t^. to allow his cas(\ involving important rights and interests, to be 
lost siiiifily on a(;count of his consciimtioiis objectionH to submit to illegal 
but imwilahh^ exactions of the creatures of the court. 

'‘To try to imi)rove the morals of the ministerial staff of inufassal 
court B, who arc corrupt to the ba(*.khom\ by asking the litigants not to pay 
them anything eV(5ii at tlu^, risk of incurring gri*at personal loss is, 
I should say, tlu^ (-liim^sc^ way of facing a difficulty. The waj^s of the 
English are cpiik diff(‘rent. To he afraid of taking up a good work because 
it is difVumlt, is alien to British instimds. I know tlio work before us is 
v(*,ry difficult but 1 also know that I am appealing to tin*, Britisli Governmont 
for rcMlresH. 1 (^anu'stly ho])e that no attempt will Ix' made l>y th(‘ member 
in charge' to o])pose this motion but a he lping hand would be streUched out 
1,0 us to tackle', tlu‘ ejue'stiou in true British spirit. I do not say that matters 
would he set right at oma^ hut miiedi goexl would re'sult by an in(]uiry into 
the nature' and e'Xtemt of the pre'vale.uce of corrupt, j)racti(U‘s. It woulel un- 
dejubte'dly lielp us to diwise meuius fe)r si'Ciiring an effective* cdie'ck to these 
i:)ornicie)iiH practice's. I consielcr an official inejuiry essent ia], as it is impossil)l(^ 
for a layman to sugge'st. the' right ceuirsi' e)f action. So far as^ my ex])(*rie>n(rc 
ge)t^s, 1 iinel that, a ceotaiu ]n-e)c(alure lollovM'el in ceairts gre'atly h(d}> tlu' minis- 
terial staff te) carry e)n the*ir trade of illegal e'xactions with impunity. Te) 
give' eaie (>xam|>le‘, I might say that all plaints are', filed before' the she'ristadar 
wlie) without, assigning any re'aseai for it in writing is autlnaased not to admit 
any i)lailit wlde'h.in his ()pinie)n, ele)e's ne)t, ce)nfe)rm t-o legal technicalitie'S. Uneler 
ce)ve'r e)f this e'Xt raorelinary pe)we'.r, he can vt'fuse' to aelmit any ))laint for 
whicii a filing Ice* is ne)t ]7aid inte) his ])oe*k('t. Ne>w if it, be' laiel down 
that any re'fusnl to aelmit a plaint shoulel be' n'])orte'el te) tlu' pre'sieling 
office'i* and thee orde'is slioulel be' passe'ei uneh'r bis signature', I think an 
eficctive' edie'ck (H)ulel be* ])ut to exactions e)f this nature*. 1 ce)uld give' many 
instance's e)f this kimb but the^ best e'eeurse* would be' to institute' an official 
iiuiuiry into t he mat te'V, ])e'cause' official kimwledge'. anel e'xpe'rie'uea' wenild be 
eixtreiiH'ly valuable foi tlie> purpe>s(> e)[ making practical sugge'sl-ions in such 
matters. My Lorel, I have left to the (Jovernment te) de'ciele what sljould be 
the me)de' e)f the' incjuiry. i woulel, however, suggest that a s)<ecial officer of 
se)nie expe'rie'iice' might be' 'de>pute'el to make' a sifting ineiuiry. Much, of course, 
will depe'ud on the' sede'ctieai of the right man. lie must hv. sympathetic and 
painstaking and imbued with a de*sire to get at the re)ot of the matter solely 
with a view to bring about an improve'inemt in tlie' existing stater of affairs, 
’riie nature of tlie inquiry ought to be informal. Witnesses should not be 
scarenl away by ihre'ats of preisecution for paying ilh'gal gratifications or the 
like. 1 elo not want him te> report against inelividual members of the staff' ; 
this would complicate' matters. Wliat I want is that he should make such 
feasible* sugge'stions as woulel enabled the Geivernment to effect a change for 
the bettor at once witboiit incurring lu3avy expenditure for the purpose. ‘ In 
this connection I might say that some people are of opinion that the pay of 
the ministerial staff should he increaseel. But I do not agree with them. 
Clerks in th(3 Postal and Registration Departments do as much responsible 
wca'k and are recurited from the same class of people, with same qualifications 
as the clerks in the mufassal courts, and though they do not get higher pay, 
yet the Postal Dcjiartment is one of the best managed and the least corrupt 
^ il;(* Government Departments and the Registration Department, too, is 
coirr).*irnt: vely pure. 'J’ho real thing is that it is the system that is rotten in 
our mufassal courts and this requires a thorough overhauling. 
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fhe Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazhmdah sai.l : — 

‘’My Lord, I feel a little delicacy in liaving- l<> K|)eak Honu‘thin;L*; a/L»'iiin8t 
Ills motion. The resolution before us may be (‘ailed a ‘ purity resolution \ 
Liid anjmne having regartl to purity and sanctity would naturally f(M>l smiie 
cluctance in standing against a resolution of this kind. Ibit I may Ik* per- 
nitted to say to the lion’lile mover of this resolution that anyone who is (»lder 
hau 32 years of age has got a different exj)erience of oui^nnnls from what 
las been given expn‘ssiou to by iny hon’bh* friend. Jt se(*ms to Ik* undeni- 
ible that the nioraU of our ministerial s<*rvices has consitlernbly Improved 
luring the last 30 y(*ars. My fricmd has given t liis ( \>uncil a harrowing 
[(ascription su}>plied by a momb(*r of Jhir Associations in ditf(*ren1 pai-ts of 
iengal whicdi all go to sliow that the^^ is pr<*vah‘nct* of eorrupti(*n and 
or nipt practices. 

“My Lord, I hav'c Ikkui practising in oiu* of tin* lu‘avi»*st mulassal bars 
or tin* last 45 years, and I think I -we it to niys(*lf to bear testimony to tin* 
act that, what 1 have S(^en of them when I (‘uteiKnl the profession and what I 
lovv stH* of thorn is perh*<U>ly dith‘rent ; they ar<‘ now (K)nsidt*ra bly improNO‘d. 
nd my hon’blt^ fruuid’s i*(*mai k s(‘t*m8 to be rather sweeping ; In* says I liat t his 
orrupt practici* j r('V’'ails from the highest totlu^Iowosl — from tlie Slit'risl adar 
lowii to tin* low(*st ministerial ofH(*<‘r. Ihit. 1 have ('X]K‘ri('ne{* of a man who 
[rawing the* ixKir p^iy of a .muharrir of a ia‘cord-'room in a eoll(‘etoi at (> on 
ts. 30 a month has novel- touchod a singli* ]>ic(‘ by way of illegal grati- 
leation, and this is not a solit ary instance ; many of the ministerial stall' at. the 
)r(‘S(‘nt day are al)ov(* reproach ; tlu'y live from hand to mouth but still they 

10 not yi(dd to temptation. I do not deny that th{*re are some black sliei'p 
veil iKJW and tlu*y ought to he ( radiitatiKl. Ihil . My Lord, to ask foj-aii impiiry 

11 a luatttM- of this des(.?ripf ion would lx* something like mounting a long-range 
•un to kill a swarm of gnats. Th(*y ar(* ilU])aid and tlK*y live from hand to 
iiouth. Tlien* arc corruptions and malpractice's (u-en in higlMU’ spheres nf life, 
nd if we have* to begin the opt’rai-ion wt* have totx'gin fro n al>()\’e. and not from 
k4ow. 1 do not for one moimuit contend t hat they sliouhl not lK‘abo\-(‘ rt*proaeh 
ml to mak(^ tlumi above r(*proaeh >'ou ought to make tlnu]- sala i suflieient 
o (‘uabh* them not to yic'ld to lem|talion. I wouM have* thought tli-it my 
ri(*nd would hav(^ brought forwar<l a r<^solutiou t.o iner(‘as<* the ]>ay of minis- 
eu-ial officers, l)Ut of course In* has told us that h<5 is not in fa\'our of t!iat ami 
le wants that th(*S(s p(*opl(MnIghi be <'Von starv(*-d and still expeiUed ti)<jreate a 
it()])ia f(jr us. 1 do not eonsidei- tliat this la'solution is at all d«‘siral»le ; m* 
;oul)t, theiK* are soim* officers who im ariahly tak(^ ilh^gal grat ificaat ions alt hough 
h(*y are not in straitened e rcumstaiicr*>, hut still I do not think tliat their 
lumlier is ho large, as to justify an iiujuiry. riu*re is a staiidiiig onlcr o) 
lovernmc^iit. that heads of d(*partmeiits ought to st^a* that then-t* art' no malprae- 
ices ill Uieir courts and officies I know of some oi1i(H*rs and some dudg(‘K and 
hillectors vyho do take care* to sot* wli(*ther th(‘n‘ is this malr)ract ictr or not. 

L reminder given to them now ami them is (piite c^nougli. .\ lengt hy ])roe(^sH 
if inquiry into a matter like t ins 8»*cms to me t <» be (piitt* out of proptwt/mu 
-o the evil complained of,’’ 

The flon’ble Habu Kihiioui Mohan (hiAnuiujui said : 

“My Loi-d, I do not ()i)po8e tlio niotiun altogether us I see that lie- llon’l.je 
Member lias been approached by many Bar Assexuations and other ioHjj(H:table 
txxlies, but at the same time I sympathise with th(‘ ministe.riai Htali as 
regards their v.^ery inadequate paj'. If anytliing in to he done ajni houk- 
thing should be done — tlieir position should l )0 considered. It should also lie 
considered whether tlieir pav is sufficient to maintain themselves iind theii 
ramilies ; if it. is not sufficient tlien I think something should ho done to 
raise their pay. They have hardly any time to supplement their income by 
doing extra work. I do not oppose tlie motion, but what I want is th.at eoine- 
tbing should be done for these ministerial officers. If an inquiry is going 
to be held, I hope that their position will also he taken into consideration by 
the Committee.” 



1112 


JSesoluiions. 


[27th November, 


It at Debetider Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, when I read the notice of motion of the Hon’lde Kumar Shib 
Shokareswar Ray it reminded me of the terms of the Government resolution 
relating to the formation of , the late Rowlatt Committee. Most of us knew 
of the existence of seditious conspiracy, but the Governinent chose to appoint 
a Committee to inquire as to whether such a thing, whether such a seditious 
conspimcy, existed or not. Well, in that view, the terms of the present 
resolution of the Hon’ble Member may bo supported, i, e., if you are going 
to take measures to check malpractices amongst the ministerial staff of the 
mufassal courts tlum you must commence with an inquiry. I do not think 
that the inquiry will do mucli good because nobody will come forward to 
tell tljt^ Committee that he has been receiving bribes or giving bribes. 
Therefore the inquiry will be on the reports of people wlio have tJie impres- 
sion that such malpractices obtain amongst the ministerial staff of the 
mufassal courts. That is the only way the inquiry can be conducted. My 
Lord, I was once connected with a court not far from Government House for 
a pretty long time. I have; lost touch with them for about 10 years and, 
therefore, before making up my mind to take any part in this discussion on 
this resolution, I thought it better to obtain up-to-date information about 
the working of the ministerial staff of these courts. After inquiry I was 
confirmed in the view which 1 entertained at the time, that at the present 
time the heads of departments are free from corruption. I suppose that is 
also the case in the distant mufassal courts. As regards the staff which 
come in the lower ranks there is corruption, and that corruption is a thing 
which can ()e checked. 

** My hon’ble friend on my right has solto voce referred to the Calcutta 
Small Chiuse Court. In my opinion the resolution dcH‘s not coven- that court, 
and 1 supposes the hoidble mover is not aware of the state of things in th(‘ 
(>alcutta Small Caus(‘ Court. There also is (corruption amongst the lower 
ranks. The law is clear in these cases, it requires no amendment. You can 
punish the giver and tlie taker of a bribe, but tln^ difficulty is that these 
things are done in secret and it is only the giver and the taker who can be 
witnesses, and as tliey would be liable to punishment under the law neither 
of them would be kecui in giving evidence. If the law r(cquiros amendment it 
would be in the direction of doing scunething to take away the penalty from 
one of the parties, but upon that point I cannot ('X])ress any positive opinion at 
the present moment. Tlu*- present attitude of the presiding officers of these 
courts, I speak subject to correction, is that unless a thing comes directly 
lotlieir knowledge they seldom go out of their way to lakt^ special efforts 
to check bribery. When a case of bribery comes to their knowle dge, if 
then* is insufficient evidence, they do their duty by dismissing th(? man whom 
they suspect, but this has not been a great deterrent. Unless you employ 
special detective officers of the police you cannot ferret out these cases of 
bribery in the law courts. The remedy lies not simply in punishing the 
wicked, not simply in punishing the corrupt ministerial officers, or the 
pr(x^ess-server, who is a great culprit. They have their excuses. The pro- 
cess-server has been only receiving Rs. 6 a month in pre-war times, and during 
the period of the war he has been paid Rs. 7 or Rs. 7-8, and this rate has been 
temporarily increased to Rs. 10 now. Committees have been formed who have 
recommended the increase in the salaries of ministerial officers ; the last Com- 
mittee sat a few years ago with the Hoidble Justice Holmwoc^d as its president. 
This Committee did not suggest any real inci-ease of salaries, but revised the 
rates of increment ; there has been no substantial increase, and unless you 
increase salaries in accordance with the responsibility you place on these 
people, this state of things will continue. I do not agree with the Hon’blc 
Member who refevB to the Postal Department, a most popular department, as 
an example. In this country there is no corruption in this department, nor 
in the Registration Department. , But their responsibilities are not the same. 
That accounts for the absence of corruption in these departments and the 
prevalence of corruption in the law courts. You cannot exactly argue from 
the absence of corruption in the Postal Department, where the postal j eon 
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dolivorinff them to the addressee, as 
.he system of supervision in the Postal Depart, mmt is such that vou ean 
lasily detect and dismiss the peon at onee. 'I'liat is not the case in ‘the law 
courts and I won d, therefore, siig^fost tliat you make an inquiry— it is hiijh time 
hat an inquiry should he made, and somctl.inK done to cheek malpractices. 

5alaTie8,n the lower ranks slu.ulcl also he revised and rais.al aeeonlinir to the 

•osponsibihty ffiventothesemenandthe powers v.‘sted in tliem. The worst 
iffender is the pi oe(|SS-Heryer. Soirn'tliiiifif should be done in the same way as 
las iHien done the Police Diq.artment. It is a seamlal that a suitor has to 
luhniit to being lloeced by these people attaelnal to the lower courts before he 
:an get Some sort of justice. Something has b.am sai.l. and 1 regret t liat it has 
men so said by the Hon’ble iJabu Amliika Charan Ma/.umdar, that corruption 
)iovails 111 liiL^hoi posts and ipiartors, ;iii(l tliiit I host' liiiiulilo pi'oplo with 

anall salaries should not b., judged ,,oo harshly. I am very sorry that the 
Ion hlo Ihihii A.nil)ikn (. hn,i«'in iVInziinidjir Inis tdioson lo^ivi^ (‘xpri^ssion to such 
oiinirks. I am a stadimt of tla^st* things, and I ctn-fainly think that tlm higher 
^ moan th(‘ Subordinate flndunal and Subordinate Kxonutivi^ as also 
ho Civil Service — are free from c'orruplion in this country. ’ 

Tlie Hon’l)l(‘ Halm Ambika Charan Mazumdar interrupting^ said : — “The 
ion’ble Moml)er is not correct in his statfuiaml. 1 nev(>r mt'ntiornMl tln^ (dvil 
5ervic(' or tlie Judicial Service^ at all.” 


The Hon’bh* Rai l)ob(md(*r (Uiunder Ghos(» Haha<lur said : — ‘‘ 1 am ^rh'id to 
ear that. With thes(‘ observations I <l() support the motion of my friend the 
lordbh^ Kumar Shib Sheklian^s war Ray.” 


die Ilon’lih* Rat Radha (diAUAN J^al Haiiadur said : — 

“My Lord, I am loim past tin* ai^c of and have y<^t to wait a loiiiif time 
efon^ 1 ean n‘aeli tln^ vinn'rabh' a^(‘ of my fri(md tln^ Ilon’bJc^ liabii Ambika 
diaran Mazumdar and, tlnu’efore, i am still in a [losition to supjiort tin? 
lotion of my friemd tho Ifon’ble Kumar Shib Sh(‘khar<‘s war Ray. I sufiport 
ids motion, My Lord, because^ it is an a<lmitt(*d fac^t, althou^,^h positive proof 
annot bo easily jjfiven at a moment’s notic<s that therti is a general (unnplaint 
lirou^hout the Jha'siihmey tliat tlu^ exat^tion in law courts has becomr? 
itolerabh*. My Lord, 1 do not know whether lh(^ scandal was ^^rcaater sonu; 
0 or 25 yc*ars b(;fort;, and whether ii. is less now, but I don't think th(*re 
hould be any opposition to an imiuiry. I am sori-y this motion has Isum 
DufimM only to mufassal courts, I am not >ur(^ whefhor J shall bo in order 
nd, if Your ExcfJIency will jx^rmit me to change the word ‘ mufassal ' into 
law courts it may ext(md tlie scope* of lh<^ inquiry. If (iovornmont 
3cept this motion it may (‘iiibrace both (Jalcutia and mufassal courts.” 


he Prksidknt said : — 

“ The llon’ble Meunber must giv<* notice of ^nendunuits when In* wishes to 
lOVB them.” 


he Hoii’blc Rai Radita (Jhakan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“ I was doubtful, My liOrd, whether this would be permitted, and I craved 
our Excellency's peinnission ; if that permission were given the inquiry 
ould extend to all courts, and not only to courts in the mufaBsal. I admit 
aukly that there are a large number of members of the ministerial stafl* who 
e honourable men, whether highly paid or not, and who are five from 
o corrupt firactices which have boon referred to. But, My Lord, from my 
:perience of law courts, I consider that an inquiry is necessary. My Lord, 
regards departmental heads, I have nothing to say. honourable 

©n and tho 3 % I believe, try their best to put down this evil, but I am afraid 
at, nothwithstanding their desire to do so. and the existence of a stan^ling 
overn moot order to which the Hon’bie Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar 
18 referred, no effective check has been placed on these exactions. 



1114 


Resolutions. [27th November, 


Mr. Duval ; Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, 


Then. My Lord, my hon’ble friend to my right, the Hon'ble Rai 
Debender Chunder Gliose Bahadur, has mentioned tho process-servers on a 
salary of Rs. 6 a month. It is true that they are ill-paid men, but there are 
other ministerial officers who are also ill-paid. If a thorough inquiry i# 
made it will be found that many of them both in (Calcutta and the 
have fallen victims to temptation. Of course, there are niinisterial <.nicer8 
who are above temptation. However, 1 tliink that something should be done 
to put an effective check to the evil practice referred to. 


‘‘Then, as regards the increase el the pay of these officers, J am soiry T 
cannot agree witli the Hon’Iile Mover, nor do 1 think that he can expect the 
Council to share his views, that the salary of thesi' officers need not be 
increased. 1 do think that the salary of these ministerial officers requires 
improvomeiit ; they liave got to live, ami many of them do. not earn a living 
wage and, tlierefore. they easily fall victims to lempt;dien. It an inquiry is taken 
up the Government will also take up the question of the revision of the salary 
of these officers. I have nothing more to say, but 1 hope the t.overn- 
ment would make an inquiry into the matl(>r and take necessary steps to put 
down the evil.” 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. Uuvai. said : — 

” I fear the taking of illegal exactions in this country is undoubtedly one of 
very long standing, but it is by no means confined to some Government clerks 
and servants. To do what they can to prevent such exactions m miilassal 
offices th(*- |)olicy of (roverniiKuit has betui to try and its othcers a fair 
wage, and not to entertain unpaid agency. That system of unpaid agency 
has been abolished in recent .years, and so has tin' system which was preva- 
lent 20 'years ago of having, in addition to unpaid assistants, a large, number 
of officcirs who’ used to be paid by commission fees. I tear, however, tliat 
outside Government offices it is net th<' invariable rule to pay St*rvants. In 
civil courts man.v jileaders employ clerks whom they do not jiay, hut leave 
it to the litigant to pay them something when they eiuinoy tluuii, nor do I 
think that landlords pay their servants highly enough to prevent them seeking 
to add to their pay by petty exactions. 

“ Government believes that in its officers the evil is decreasing; but it 
can never wholly <bsappear (.‘xcept with tho help of public opinion. 

*■ As to the (question of an inquir.v, I would point out that lull imjuirics 
into the salaries of ministerial officers were ma<lc about 10 years ago, and the 
pay of lower grade clerks increased. Only a few months ago process peons 
too had their pay increased. When cases of such exactions come to the 
notice of District Officers and Judges the matter is always investigated, and 
tho offender severely dealt with if-fonnd guilty. Unfortunately, lunyever, 
many of the charges made come to the District Officers anonymously in the 
shape of letters which cannot he investigated, and there is olten difficulty in 
getting persons to come forWard to prove allegations made. Government 
servants cannot any more be convicted on pure hearsay or suspicion. Gov- 
ernment Is, therefore, not prepared to hold a general inquiry at the present, 
but must continue to depend on its District Officers and Judges to deal with 
each charge on its merits as it is made. 


Tho Hon’ble Kumar Siub SnEKHARE.HWAR Ray said 

My Lord. I admit that I am only 32 years of age, perhaps the youngest 
Member of this Council, but when the Hon’ble Babu Anibika Charan Mazumdar 
says that my youth stands in the way of properly appreciating the real state 
of affairs. My" Lord, I certainly differ from him. 1 am rather of opinion that 
age brings with it a tolerant attitude because of its incapacity, owing to 
various causes, to move with the times. My Lord, a Bengali poet has sung 
about the crowning glory of youth ift-e and lama firm 

believet in its truth ; it is youth which has won the war. 
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Sir He nr if Whet-ler, 


1115 


i.3 


Ev 6 I 1 s<hii(^ Ilui* Associati iiis *>r 1 aridpur ilistricl Iroin whit^li iii\ friniil 
3 have written to me about the prevalence of thesi' praetioes. I do not 
it that inattoTR have improved. 1 tell the houst* from itty perHtinal 
ivledge that the filing f(*o in sonio ol tln‘ i*oiirts has b<'‘(Mi doubled 
ig to the war. My Lord, I do not inako tin' <diavge against ail 
erw ; there are many honourable exceptions. As for asking the pre- 
ng officerB to keep an eye on theeonduct of tln ir ministerial My Lord, 

3g to point out that they are so overworked that it is not iKisnibh* fdi them 
eep an efficient check on their clerks. I jH-rsonally know many ('Hi(*ialR 
I try hard to keep tinn’r courts jiun*. bur rhcy arc lh‘lplt*ss on at'couiit of 
e defects in i he jiroccdiin'. Iamsur(‘th«* lloirble Mr. Duval will bear 
out, he has made himself famous on ac(H>unr of tin* concern he has 
vn for the morals of his court officiaK. Unless an iiniuiiy is made, how 
le Government to know what actions arc ncc»‘ssar\ ? ' 

Hon Ide Siu Henkv \\drEKM:K* said 

“My Lord, although the ground on bt'hall ol iJovtTnnnml lias Imm'Ii 
^ red by what, the hon’lih* Mr. Duval has said, yet in tin* rc'gK*! I abh* 
?nce of my HoiUble colleague the Ilon’bh* Maha ra jadlnra ja Dahadur ol 
dwan. to vvliom the re]>ly to t his resolution wouhl normally have falh*u, 
ight perhaps say a few words in the hope ol making it ch‘arcr wli>' wc <lo 
support an inquiry of the kind outlined h\ i he Hon hh' Mo\a‘r. It is not 
, we do not know that, unfortunati'ly. coji nption pii vails in man> Gov- 
n(*nt ofiic(*s. and it is not that \vr do not (lt‘|)lorc the fact and do not 
ire by ov^ery means possihh* to r<H)t out these evil juacticcs ; hut it is 
iuse we think that tin* expedient Biiggi'sted of >ending round a special 
•('r to all districts wall not have* the d('sin‘d (‘l)t*ct. Local olVu?(‘rs art* 
ire of t he facts and are already i vying to trlu't^k tln»e\ il. I know only of 
• main lin<‘.s of (dn‘ck. t)ne is to «‘mh^avour to improvt* tlm class <^1 mt*n 
aiiteil for (lovcrnnient st*rvie('s ; that ( iovei*nnH*nt alrt*ady tloes and is 
ig, and w'<* arc* constantly taying to raist* tin* standard ol «Mlueali«ni 
mg otir olficei's. I he st^cond is to tmiunice th(' rate ol i h(*j)' pay so as t(» 
them beyond tin* temptation of taking hrih(*s. As w*e all know, as lumls 
luit, we are gradually <loing this. Idie t.hird is to adopt an < M'gan isai ion 
eh brings tbt*se ministerial otlict i s as far as iiossible umler t Im supervision 
rc‘liable supccrior offici'.rs and does not placi' it tinur bands to take the 
iatlve in executive matters. That also is an olqec^t which we strive to 
lin. ddie fourth is, wlnm iiial j>ra(d ie(‘H ar(» brought to mWiee. to try em r- 
ically to root tlii'in out. \\ lien I was a Joint Magist rate* ami Junior 
lector it was my lot to lu* postes] to a elistriet in ihhar wliicb had a v«*ry 
reputation in this matter. f was then young and (m<‘rgt*t ict. and spmit 
„*h of my time* in seeking lo check th(*sc* (*vjIs. I puniKh(*el a gr(*ai 
ly^ from tdie slnu*ista<lar downwards, at the t'.ost ot a great deal oi pcusonal 
rt, and I believe* I t*fihc1ed some improveimnit. That is the experien(‘e of 
^t Governnumt officers who arc^ sitting here, but my point is that tin* 
ledy dc'volves upon t.hc* Icxj^al offic<*rs and must rest w'ltli tdn*in. I In* 
utation of one special ofiicer will not lu'lp much. 

“On the non-official side, thi>re an- two matters particularly in which help 
be afforded. One is the strengthening of public semtiment and opinion, 
as to ostracise and inllory these underlings in our cemrrs who liave the 
utation of being bribe-takers and corrupt. The second is to come forward 
I to bring to the notice of superiors instances in whicdi the public have* 
[ere<i at the hands of subordinate officers. 1 think I ciui laiily assuie tlm 
incil that the average superior officer is perfectly willing to energetically - 
estigate any reasonable charge that is brought to his notic^e ; and I think 
Hon’ble Mover has underestimated the value of giving such information 
1 the possibility of doing it. It means, no doubt, a <?ertain amount ol 
able to the person who suffers to go and complain fo a Huperior officer, and 
may feel that, rather than be so burdened, he would willingly Bight 

las or a rupee. That is a natural feeling. Hut unless people who do siifler 
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will take tlie trouble to proHecute thoir charges and bring them home to 
tliose wlio guilty, it is very difficult for Uovernment officers to intervene. 

Sir, our position is that we do not deny the evil ; we all wish to seeJi 
rooted up, but we do not think that the deputation of a special officer will 
really help us in achieving that object/’ 

The resolution was then i)Ut and lost. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned to Thursday, the Ihth December, 1918, 
at 11 A.M., at (fovernment Hous<\ (Calcutta. 

A. M. HUTCHISON, 

Secy, io the (lovi. oj Bengal and 
Secy, to the Be?igaf Legtslatwc (Council iOjD^g.). 

Calitjtta ; 

The 11th December. 191S. 


\\ S. 19-1*2-1918— *2lH)8J—3:»0—S. C. R. 



pitee of Proce^ings of the Bengal Legislative Council assemUed unuor 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 1915 . 

The Cotmcil in the Council Chamber at Government House* 

ucUttay on Thursday, the 19th December, 1918, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the Right Hon^hle Lawkeni’e »Iohn Lumley Ditndas, 
Eahl of Ronali>shay, G.C.I.E.; (J over not* oj the Presidency of 
Port William in Bengal y presiding, 

^^he Hon’blo SiK Henry Wheeler, k.c.i.e., c.h.i. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .1. G. Cu.mmin«, c.s.i., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sir Bi.iav C IIANH MaIITAII, K.l'.S.l., K.t'.l.E., I.<LM., MaHA- 

RA.IADHIRAJA liAllADlIK CK HliRUWAN. 

The Hon’blo Mr. ,J. H. Kerr, c h.i., c.i.e. 

The Hoi^Ie Mr. C. tJ. Stevenmyn-Moore, v.v.o. 

The Hon’blo Ma.)or-Generai. W. H. H. Uorinson. cmi., i.m.k. 

m • 

The Hon’ble Mr. .1. Donald, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. L. S. S. O’M alley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. P. Duval. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McAli-in. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Gowley. 

• The Hon’ble Mr. 0. H. Homi’as, c.h.i. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. W. G. Wordkworth. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Payne. 

The Hon’ble Me. S. G. Hart. 

The Hon’ble Rai Pbiya Nath Mdkharji Bahadur, i.s.o. 

•die fiim’ble Sib Bajehdba Nath Mcokbbjbb, k.o.i.e, ^ 
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The Hon’ble Sib Nilbatak Sabkar,1Ct. 

The Hon’ble Mb. J. Mackenzie, o.b.e. 

The Hon’ble M«. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hrikikehi Laiia, c.i.e. 

'fhe Hon’ble Mr. . 1 . W. Hkly-Hutchinkon. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chundek Mitter. 

The Hon’blo Kumar Shir Shekhareswak Hay. 

The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prahad Sarbadhikari, Kt., c.i.e. 

The Ilon’ble Rai Debender ('hdnder Ghos^e Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Uai Ratdha ('iiaran Pad Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mb. W. K. Crum, o.b.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. E. B Eden. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin, c.i e. 

Tlie Hon’blo Hr. Abduli.a-ai.-M\mun Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Maui.vi Abue Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All 

The Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitba Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Cuaudhubi. 

' • 
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LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 1. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The following questions whieh had l)een starred were pu^ and 
nswered : — 

ty the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

•I 

Will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been 
iken under the provisions of section IK) of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
.ct of 1885 (Bengal Act Til of 1885), as modified up to date, by the District 
cards of Jessore, Murshidabad, Nadia, the 24-Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly, 
urdwan and l>acca, and wliat parts of rivers, s< reams or channels, and how 
any tanks, have been set apart for drinking and culinary purposes ? 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Mali.ky ; — 

“ A statement is laid on the table. 

tattonetd referred to in the ansirer In/ the Ilon'hle Mit. O’Mai. I, KY t/W'stion 
No. I {starred) a.dced hi/ the llonhl'' Uai Maiikndka Cmandka Mitha 
liAHAnnK at the Council Meeting (>f the llhh Deeemher, 1918.^ showing the 
number of tanks, etc., der.lared to he re.served hy the undermentioned District 
Boards under .section 90 of the Bengal Local Self- Covernment Act of 1885. 


Name cf t Board NcuiiImt of taoktt, fie,, ifHervad iintlfr wfctioii 9() of 

ilif Bofiil Stdf-Oovoi mneiit Act of 1886. 


Jeasore 

... 


... 72 t iiika un<l the rivers and khals or parts 

of rivers and khals shown in the 
list below'. 

Murshidabad 

. . . 

. . . 

... 35 tanks. 

Nadia 

... 

... 

5 „ 

24 Parganaa 

. . • 

... 

... Nil. 

Howrah 

. . . 

. . . 

... 31 tanks. 

Hooghly 

. . . 

... 

... 69 ,, 

Burdwaii 

. . • 

... 

... 21 ,, 

Dacca 

... 

... 

... :i9 .. 


List of vivGt'S citid Ichuls and pdf is of Vt’Vevs and khdls decldfcd hy IHg Jessore 0istTict 

Board to he reserved. 


lh« Navagauga up to Magura. 

Tne Chitra throughout the Jhenidah, Magura autl Narail SulwJivisionH up to 
Ghorakhali. 

The Beghati alias Beng river. 

„ Bhowanipur khal. 

„ Kachna khal. 

„ ’ Dhopaghatta khal. 

„ Kumar Hoar khal. 

„ Baraata from Balmari to Kalua. 

„ Hanu. 

,, Navaga uga from Lohagarah to Kalua. 

„ FatkL from Dhanesharganti to Balai. 

_ Yati alias Betua. 

\ak or Bhairab (under whichever name known) throughout Ob 
\ the JeMore district from Purunds pur in thana Moheshpur to 
ISW6r by tll6 SCon l^^thana Keshabpur. 

' \t river from Haridaspur bridge to Eamohandr^ipur in Sarsg 

« /^\ xr^ \ 

’^^fra TrimohinI to Singia (about 4 miles). 


1- 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 




Action under 4 
Kcotion 9G of th€ 
Huigal Local 
Sol f 'Govern nieni 
Act ity oartain 
Ih-triot BoArds. 
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the Hon’bie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

•n \ 

of (a) Has the attemtion of Government been drawn to the unusually high 

'•*' price of rice and pulses in the various districts in the Presidency of Bengal ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the price is on the increase ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, they 
are taking in this matter ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ («) The attention of Government has been drawn to the prices of rice 
and pulses in the various districts of the Presidency. As there seems to be a 
general misapprehension regarding the state of such prices, or at all events 
of rice, Government takes tins opportunity of laying on the library table certain 
comparative statements regarding retail and wholesale prices (so far as avail- 
able at the time of the preparation of this reply), which will show clearly what 
that state is. In the case of pulses it will be seen from them that, generally 
speaking, retail pricers rose in the years 1914 and 1915, fell in 1916 and 1917 
and have risen again above the level of the prices in 1914 and 1915. In the 
ease of pulses there has undoubtedly been a considerable rise in retail prices. 

The price of rice, the staple food crop, has not behaved in the same 
manner. If anything, wholesale prices in the first fortnight of November are 
less than those which prevailed during the same period in the five years 
preceding 1917. Retail prices differ little from thc«e prevailing at the same 
time in the years 1914, 1915 and 1916. They fell in 1917 and the first half 
of this year considerably on account of an abundant harvest last season. In 
July or August they began to rise again to the present level which, though 
they may be called high, cannot in these circumstances be termed unusual. 

(&) The returns of the retail prices of rice for the week ending the 
5th December show a slight increase on those in the return for the first week of 
November, but in some districts the price has remained stationary or has fallen 
slightly. 


(c) The following measures have been taken : — 

(1) An arrangement has been come to by which the import of Rangbon 

rice, both of old and new crops, has been resumed under licenses 
to be granted by the Director of Civil Supplies of this Province. 
Dealings by importers in the new rice wtll only be allowed on 
condition tnat certain maximum selling prices are not exoee^d. 
A copy of the terms upon which such import is allowed into 
Calcutta is laid on the table. 

(2) The export of rice by rail from Bengal is prohibited except under 

orders of the Foodstuffs Commissioner. There are some relative- 
W unimportant e.xceptions such as the coalfields adjoining the 
Province. In order to enable the Foodstuffs Commissioner to 
decide how much rice can* safely be exported from Bengal, 
Government have recentlv caused social inquiries as to existing 
stocks to be made throughout the Province. ^ 

(3) Pulses qan be imported, but in the case of import^ 

the tJnited Provinces or the Central Provir 
the Director of Civil Snpplies of this I 
The question of placing restrictions on ' 
under consideration, but has not yet be’ 
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will realise for themselves that at the present junotux 
the^pistnbution of foodstuffs is not a mere provincial matter, but is a matte* 
ot iliiportanTO affecting the whole of India. Therefore such control qs may 
be 03W‘l*cised is not in the interest of any one particiilar province, but has to be 
in the interests of all provinces/' 

PaTper referred loin the answer hy the Hon^hle Mr. McAlpin to question 
No. II {starred) asked by the Hon'hle Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur the Council Meeting held on the 19th December, 1918, 


Terms upon which import oj Rangoon Rice (^new crop) iciil he allowed 

into Calcutta, 

1. Licenses from the l)irecic)r of Civ’il Supplies, Hengul, will be 

required for importation of Rangoon rice into Calcutta. 

2. Licenses will not he general hut will he valid only for tlie 

importation of such quantities as are named in tln^ lieenst*. 

3. They will not bi‘ transferal)le. 

4. 1 ho iiaiiioH of the luionsees and of their shippers in Rangoon 

and the quantities licens(Ml will 1 m* telegrai)h(*d l^y thr I)ir(*ctor of 
Civil Supplies to the Rici^ (/ominissiom*!*, Rangoon, and siudi communica- 
tions will take the place ol tln^ iortnal exjiort license \vhi(*h shippei's 
of rice from Rangoon have to take out from tln^ Rice CDinmissiomM*. 

Licenses will bo valid for shipment in tin* month for which they are 

granted, 

5. The right of granting or refusing a license to any particular 

firm or person at his discretion is reserved to the Diretrtor of Civil 
Supplies. 

6. Licenses will not he granted hy the Director of (hvil Sup- 
plies except on his being satisfied that tint applicant will sell at a 

price in Calcutta not exceeding tin* maximum selling prieo fixed hy him. 

7. Tonnage in Rangoon will be allotted by tint Ri(M‘ (h>mmisHioner 
to the shippers named i)y tin* licensees. 

8. TJie maximum selling price in Calcnlta for new crop Rangoon 
rice (Big Mill Specials) has been fixed at Rs. 5-1-0 per maund C. I. F., 

Rs. 5-6-0 per maund ex godown. 


Licenses for Import of Rangoon Rice {old crop). 

Licenses for the import of iiangooii rice (old crop) will he granted on 
the same terms as above, save that there will bo no maximum selling 
price fixed. 


UN8TARRED QUESTIONS. 


Answers te which tvere laid on the iihle.) 

By the Hon ’Me Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

' ' to the answer to my unstarred question No. XIII ot u,av«r»lty 

•, will the Government be pleased to refer to the Univer- m 

-answer oy tne Hon’blc-ite the precise nature of the “ information ” referred , **'**®”“**y 
, - 'd answer as being “ required by the University *****^ 

(ferNo.’?* ' 



Alleged acts of 
liigli> handed iiena 
by officcFF and 
enaploy^H of the 
Kariidanga 
Indigo Factory. 
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(6) With reference to the “ uniformity of standards ” which the instruc- 
tions contained in the Director of Public Instruction’s letter No. 2253-2259-G., 
dated the 25th April, 1918, are stated to secure, will the Government be 
pleased to state whether such uniformity is specially aimed at by the University 
Regulations themselves, or is a departmental re(juirement ? If the latter, are 
these instructions issued solely on the responsibility of the Director of Public 
Instruction ? 

(c) Is it a fact that these instructions go so far b^ond the Universitj 
Regulations as to retmire a higher standard to be satisfied by schools than is 
contemplated by the University authorities ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“(a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to regulations 2 — 5 in Chapter XXI 
of the University Regulations. 

(b) A uniform minimum standard of efficiency is necessarily contem- 
plated by the University Regulations. The instructions which were issued by 
the Director of Public Instruction deuartnien tally aim at securing this 
standard and explaining in some detail tne requirements necessary to satisfy 
the University Regulations. 

{c) This does not appear to be the case. In these matters the Inspectors 
of the Education Department merely inspect and report for the Syndicate of 
the University, and the Director of Public Instruction merely advises the 
University authority, which is at liberty to accept or reject his recommenda- 
tions.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

2 . 

(a) Are the Government aware of certain acts of oppression and high- 
handedness allied to be jiractised by the officers and employes of the Hazi- 
danga Indigo !^ctory in the district of Murshidabad upon tenants and 
labourers living in certain villages owned by the Midnapore Zamindari Com- 
pany 1 

(b) Is it a fact that several petitions have been addressed by the said 
tenants and labourers to the District Magistrate and other authorities calling 
attention to these allegations and seeking redress thereof ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the purport of such 
petitions and what action, if any, has been taken thereon ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ {a) Government are aware that certain persons have alleged the practice 
of some such acts. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) There were 2 complaints made to the police, 3 petitions to the Chair- 
man, District Board, and 2 petitions to the District Magi*^^ ' 

Hie 2 police cases were dealt with magisterially. ‘ 'ihs. 

subject-matter of another Council question. In the oC '^ 
the complainant that while he was gathering fodder fo 
guard mx>ve him away and took away his sickle. 

Uie complaint was dismissed under section 203 of the ^ 

i 
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Of the petitions, one related to the second police case just mentioned. In 
the petition It was alleged that the Factory servants had forcibly seized 

the pet^oners (^^e ^iid imposed fines on them for their release. On inquiry 
by we S^dar Sub -Divisional Officer these allegations were found to be untrue. 
A third petition alleged the theft of a horse and the forcible seizure pf another 
horse and cattle by the Factory servants. Ih the remaining two petitions the 
all^ations were that the Factory compelled the petitioners to take advanc^es 
for the cultivation of indigo and. oats and destroyed their other standing crops, 
that the petitioners were paid insuflficient wages and made to supply milk free 
of charge and that fines were imjiosed upon them. No action was taken on the 
last three petitions as they were not stamped.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 


3.' 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{(t) the approximate total area brought under indigo cultivation l»v the 

Midnapore Zamindari Company in the district of Murshidabad ; fuitivatiou 

(D) the persons in whose <x3cupation the lands were, and the use to 

which they were put, previous to the introduction bv the said V."'"'!*!?'.'' 
company of indigo cultivation there; ‘ diMHot. 

(c) the proportion of the said lands which lielonged to the tenants; 

(d) the rates at which the company pay compensation to the tenants 

for having taken away such laiifls from their occupation; and 

(e) the average rate of rent iiayable by the t(*nants to their immediate 

landlords in respect tlierwf ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mn. McAnriN ; 

" (a) The final .forecast for indigo shows 5,100 acres of indigo cultivation 
in the district, of which 4,850 acres are pn'hably for the Midnapore 
Zaxilindari Company. 

(c), id) and (e) Goveniineni hav<- no information in tin- matter.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

4 . 

{a) Is it a faci’ tliat a coniplaint was lodged by several against The eaxe of 

one Kali Nath Maitra, an officer of the Hazidanga Indigo Factory, and K«li N«tii 
others, on a charge of wrongful confinement, and that two associates of the Maitra of th 
said Kali Nath Maitra were sent u{) by the police for trial under sections 341 
and 376 of the Indian Penal Code, but were acquitted by the Sadar Sub- 
divisional Officer of Murshidabad ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of sending for the 
records of the said case and consulting the L^al Remembrancer as to the 
advisability of preferring an appeal against the said order of -acquittal ? 




Answer by the Hon’ble Mk. Duval : 
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By the Hen ’Me Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

5. ^ 

(la) Are the Government aware that a petition has recently been- sub- 
mitted to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, on behalf of the' 
tenants, under-tenants and labourers of certain villages in the district of 
Murshidabad owned by the Midnapore Zaniindari Company, calling attention 
to certain grievances and making serious allegations against the said company, 
and inviting an inquiry thereinto? 

(&) If so, what steps have been taken, or are proposed to be taken, in the 
matter ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. McAlpin : — 

“ (a) and (&) Government have {wscertaiued from the Commissioner that 
such a petition was received and that it was sent to the Collector of Murshida- 
bad for report. They have no further information." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

6 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) the qualifications of candidates which are taken specially into 

consideration when making selections for apjmintments to the 
Provincial Judicial Service; and 

(w) whether holders of a first class degree of R.L. are usually given 
preference over others in such select ions ? 

(/j) Will the Governmejit be pleased to state the numlier of appointments 
made tiuring each of the last throe years, showing — 

(i) how many of them w'cre first class R.L.'s; and 

(ii) how many first class B.L.'s were not given any appointment in 

each year ? 


Aiiswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval ; — 

“ (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Statutory rules published 
in notification No. 1784 A. of the 10th March, 1804. 

(6) The number of appointments was six in each of the three years 
1918 — 18. The number of first class B.L.'s apjiointed was one and four in 
the years 1917 and 1918 respectivclv. No first class B.L was appointed in 
1916.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

7. 

^ill the Government "be pleased to state — 

(а) what progress has been made in regard to the preparation of the 

Grand Trunk Canal scheme ; 

(б) what alterations, if any, has it undergone ; and 
,(c) when it is ^peoted to be taken in hand f* 
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Answer by Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — * 

“(a) Tb« revised project has been accepted by Government; the esti- 
mates will hiave to be modified in some respects owing to altered conditions. 

(b) Th^® have been no alterations in the scheme as designed. 

(c) The project will require the sanction of the Secretary of State; it 
will, it is hop€^,.be submitted to the Government of India within the current 
financial year.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

8 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state when it is expected to co-ordinate « 
the two text-book committees in the eastern and western districts of Bengal ! ".mlron’twrjn 

Kiibto ni acid 
Wt^Hlcrn BeiigH 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. O’Malley : — 

“ The question of co-ordinating the text-book conunittees in the eastern 
and western districts of Bengal will be taken up when a uniforjii curriciduni 
for the whole Presidency has been coinplcte<l. !t is at present impossible to 
say when a uniform curriculum will be ready ” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

9 . 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the following parti- 
culars regarding the mills with septic tank latrine installations in the Presi- 
dency of Bengal : — 

(а) the name of the mill, with situation ; 

(б) the name of the nearest railway station, ami its distance from the 

mill ; 

(c) the name of the post>ollice within the jurisdiction of which the 

mill is situated ; 

(d) the name of the managing agents, and their address; 

(e) the name, age, academical qualification in .tull, |)lace and perioil (>1 

practical training for tlic \vorking of the sci)tic tank latrine 
installation, date of appointment, and salary of the duly quali- 
fied person in tharge to sut)ervise the working of the septic tank 
latrine installation as referred to in rule 19 (7) (i) of “ The 
Bengal Factories Rules, 1912 ” ; 

(/) the date of the establishment the mill ; 

(ff) the date of sanction by the Government or the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner for the construction of septic tank latrines; 

(k) the working capacity of each installation within the mill , 

(*) the place of discharge of the effluent from the septic tank latrines; 
(J) the total quantity of such effluent discharged per day ; 

(^) the date of the last inspection by the septic tank latrine Inspector 
appointed by the Government ; 

(i) the nature of defects noticed by the sc'ptic tank latrine InspcctOT; 
(wt) the action taken by the Government to remedy the defects; and 
(n) the date when the defects were remedied ? 


MiIIn with 
ttcpiic tank 
hill iiK* 

iiiHliillutitiriii ill 

th«* Prtmitlwncy 
of 


-\n8wer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (OL (6). (c), (d), (/), (£7), (A), (i) and (;) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) The information is not available. * 

(A) Inspections are held at monthly intervals and sometimes ottener. 

(i) The most common defects arc triat turn-stiles get out of order, auUi- 
-Biatic and pedal flushes require repairs, filter lieds become choked and the 
effluent is not chlorinated to the extent required. , » . • ... 

(*a) Ciovemment are not responsible for remedying defects in private 
insta^tions. , ,, 

(nVThe defects are usuaUy remedied within a month after they are 

pQinj^ out the Inspectoi^” 



Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'hle Mb. O’Malley to • uestion A’b. 9 (unstarred) asked by the Hon ble Rai 
Mahendba Cbandra Mitra Bahadur at ttie meeting of Council held on the 19th December, 1918. 
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fl 9 TH DeCiCMSER, 


Questions and Anstoers. 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

10 . 

ipply of Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement containing 

tend water i)> the total quantity of the supply of filtered water per diem by each of the 
"Ben'll'*'*" Municipalities within the Presidency of Bengal, giving also the total number 
■ of house connections (i) without meters, and {ii) with meters, up to June, 1918, 

within each Municipality in which there is a supply of filtered water, inclu- 
ding the Calcutta Corporation ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 
“ A statement is laid on the -table.” 


Statement referred to in the anstoer htj the Hon' hie. Mr. O’Malley to question No. > 
{unstarred) asked by the Hon hie Rat Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur at it 
Council meeting of the 19th December, 1918. 



(Quantity of filtered 
water (in f^ulloriH) 
Hup^diod per diem. 

Kpmber of iiorsR connections 
UP TO Jus’K 1918—* 


NaMR ok MlINICII’AUTy. 

With 

ineteiH. 

Without 

iiietern. 

Hrmabks. 

Burdwan Division — 





Howrah 

3,000,000 

120 

5,9.52 


Burdwan 

^ .‘1854 15 

Nil 

531 


Bankura 


3 

1 

The water-supply of tL 
town \H not filtered, b 
is drawn from a filtr 
lion gallery in the saiu 
bed of tip* riv 

Ghandheswari. 

Hooghly-ChiiiBura 

.178,403-5 

G7 

.336 


Seramporo ... ^ 

170,000 

7 

255 


Presidency Division— 

• 





Calcutta 

36,140,000 

2,829 

32,667 


Berhampore 

303,420-2 

197 

3 


Jessorp 

35,.350 29 

1 

1 

j 

Nil 

Nil 

( 

There is no house oonne 
tion, but seven taps ha 
been allowed in priva 
compounds, and a met 
has been fitted to t 
hydrant in the jj 
compound. - 

Khulna 

20,000 

Nil 

Nil . 


Maniktala 

385,444 

181 

478 


0o88ipore-Chi tpu r 

594,090 

642 

4 
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% I 1 OK HOnSK OOKNICCTIOKS ! 

j Quantity of filtemi rr to Junk 1 

Nam« OF Municipality. | wator (in gallons) i Ukmaukh 

I supplied per diotn. With [ Without ; 

ineters, i meters. ! 


Prbsidbncy Division — concld. 

- 


1 

ToHygunge 

43,115 

16 

‘^1 

South Suburban 

29,(KK) 

1 

12 

Garden Reach 

77,000 

.50 

Nil 1 

i 

Dacca Division— 




Dacca 

l,t<Sl,382 

173 

1,141 

Narayangauj 

321,025 

8 

453 

Mymensingh ... 

211,01.5 

62 

137 

Faridpur 

lS/M)f) 

Nil 

Nil Tht'n* are no lioiirte con- 

neotiniiB or street stand 

pOHtH. 

Barisali 

62,304 

52 

3» 

Patiiakhali 

16,000 

Nil 

Nil 

Chittagong Division — 



1 

Chittagong 

336,4::? 

251 

32: 

Chantlpur 

8,660 

! Nil 

Nil 

Rajshahi Division — 


1 

! 

t 

Darjeeling 

1 .^>50,000 

86 

368 

Kurseong ... ... | 

1 

80,0(H» 

Nil 

224 

1 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur; — 

11 . 

Will the Government be f)IeaHed to lay on the l^ble a statement showing-— Mmunn 

(а) the amount realised by assessment under sertion 118 (’ of the 

Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 by the Union <'oiitrii>i 
CoiniTiitU^es in each of the districts of the Burdwan Division; 
and Biirdwa 

(б) the amount contributed by the Distric^t Boards to each Union 

Committee 

during the years 1916-17 and 1917-18 ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the table.” 
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1916 * 17 . 


DltTRiCT B0AR1>. 


Burdwtui 


Birbhnm 


BaiiktirH 


IIot»^ldy 


Uowrali 


Name of Union. 




Meniari ... 

Amndpur 

Mfttikur 

Baidyapin 

Bagiiaparu 

Srikljatida 

Hribati ... 


Bolpur ... 
Ibfitu pur 
Dubi ajpur 
Nallmti 
liainpurliat 


Midnapoie 




i outrlbullon 
by the 
District 
board. 


RocetpU under 
(lectloo ItM O 
of the Local 
Selt-OoTern- 
meut Aoi. 


DIBTIIICT Buako. 


Ha. 

800 

HOO 

800 

850 

800 

800 


Uh. 

2,143 


4,850 


135 

474 

*325 

2,222 


I Buidwa j 


2,143 


3,150 


2,944 

590 

2.802 

732 

4.411 


Birbliuiii 


11,479 


Kutalpur 

Palaadniiga 

Pakbamia 


Coiitni 
.1 ara 

Paiiakura 
Pingla ... 
Daiituu 


Piiiidua 

Balagnrb 

Boiuclioo 

Diuintakbuli 

l)liobu]mra 

(luptipara 

Cliaiiditalii 

Jafiai 

Haripal 

Sheakbala 

Bali 


Aintu 
Bagnan 
Domjur 
Jagatbail »vput 
Uliibaria 


200 

100 

100 


400 


1,441 

809 


500 


1 Bankura 


2,810 


1,040 
1,147 
1 ,020 
948 
1,517 
875 
300 
704 
1,100 
886 
906 


2,569 


2,509 


I Midi»aporo 


11,199 


1,738 

971 

1,259 

850 

1,641 


6,469 


28.874 


619 

474 

8oi 

418 

405 

400 

* 152 
56 
415 
481 


lloogbly 


3,621 


Howrah 


182 


182 


19,994 


1917 * 16 . 


Name of Union 


Oontribntlon 
by the 
Dtotrict 
Board. 


Receipt 
■oetion 
of (bo 
8el£^4 
ment 


Metiiari 

Ainadpur 

Mankar 

Bai<Jyapiir 

Bagnapara 

Srikbaiida 

Sribati 


Bi>lpur 

Bistupur 

Du bra j pur 

Nalluiti 

Kamptirbat 

Paikur 

Saintbia 

Raipur 

Mo’larpur 


Kotalpur 

Palaadanga 

Pakliauna 


(Joiitui 

Jura 

Paiiakunt 

IMugla 

Danlon 


Paiuiuu 

Balttgarb 

Boimdtec 

DhnniakimU 

Dhobapnra 

(iiiptipara 

CiiHiubtala 

Jatiai 

I lari pa! 

BbeaUliala 

Bali 


Ainta 

Baguat) 

Domjur 

Jugatballavpiir 

Uhibarta 


Ra. 

HOO 
1 ,000 
ciOO 
800 
800 

*800 


6,000 


Kf 

h 


350 
338 
310 
786 
2,092 M 


40i) 

400 

4,670 


too 


100 


\t 


2,000 

500 

‘500 

500 

.500 


4 000 


1,213 
900 
665 
I 200 
700 
655 

*824 

8)5 

960 

1,139 

9,061 


1,963 
1,131 
1.359 
- 8.50 
1,435 


6,738 


29,576 
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By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

12 . 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the names of the 
villages within the jurisdiction of thana Amta in the district of Hoarah 
where Union Committees have not yet been established i 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. O’Malley : — 
“ A statement is laid on tlie tabU- “ 


Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mu. O’Malley to question 
No. 12 {unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Rai Mahenoua ('handha Mitua 
Bahadur at the Meetiny of Conneil on the lUth Deeetnber. 1018 . 


Naiiif of 

Morna cliak called Mauikdi[)a chak 
Bhatora. 

Kaiikabati. 

Ghoraberia. 

lierail. 

Kulia. 

Hatgachha. 

Chitn all . 

Mirgram. 

Sholebagha. 

Slianiaspur. 

Ajangachi. 

Takipara. 

Ivhainar-beria. 

Niiigua. 

JJbanuaghori. 

Fatikberc. 

Kharigere. 

Kasmali. 

Mallik chak. 

Nay a chak. 

Narikel-beria. 

Khila. 

Gouranga chak. 

Paliara. 

Dingajole. 

Sib Narain chak. 

Banupal chak. 

Nazar Khan. 

Kanial chak. 

Nimdangi. 

Manikera. 

Kanpur. 

Puras. 

Gharadahn. 

Mato alias Gokul Nagore. 
Muktaghor. 

Shahapur. 

Baruch . 

Habla. 

Pearapur. 

Shim chak. 

Shaha Nagore. 

Baje Pratap. 

Saibona . 

Shaha chak. 

Banu chak Dakshin, 

/Chattakhali. 


N , lilt' of \ 

Ilarislipul . 

Banu chak T'ttar, 

Kri.shto chak. 

Dhurkhali. 

Par PadhaiKigorc P;»n<hia. 

Basaiitapur. 

tlofo Sadar. 

( 'hingrajolc. 

( 'haiigdukra. 

Aniragori. 

Kankrole II or Ghaiicsynni clink, 
.lonardan chak. 

KaluK (lihi. 

Kankrole I nr (’haksulika. 
Kajarain chak. 

Sibguchc. 

Nakubar. 

<1 hikra. 
lloutara. 

Nutangrain or (ihoncsyain <‘huk. 
Boalia. 

Itanjabur. 

Kiindulia chak. 

N iscliiiitapur. 

Krishtabuti. 

Shaoraberia. 

Hunidharu. 

Kashpur. 

Kalikata. 

SoineMwar. 

Damodar Nader chak. 

Kuniaria. 

Khayra. 

Sarpai. 

Bhojan. 

Begua. 

(’hakpt>ta. 

Bara Maira. 

Kotolpara. 

Putkhali. 

Kho.salpur. 

Balarampur. 

Kurit. 

Debandi. 

Kaudua. 

Anule. 

Pancha Mandap. 

Baneawarpur. 


VilUgeti 
without Union 
Committoeii in 
tlio juriadictioi] 
of thauA Amta. 



Annual income^ 
expenditure, 
etc., of 
light reilways 
in Bengal. 


1134 


Questions and Anstoers. [19th December, 


Name of village. 
Kamchanclrapnr, 

Sarpota. 

Cbalune. 

Danrapur. 

Batanpota. 

Ka^itosangra . 

KanHia. 

iiamchandrapur (Kliarig). 

Kliajurdalia. 

dhamta. 

Kamarkhola. 

Jaypur. 

Bbattikri or Bliabghori. 
Khalia. 

Khariop. 

Kal“basli. 

Dhaiiipur. 

Hainan. 

Sbebagt>ri. 

llanapara. 

Deara. 

Heope. 

Khalua. 

Showrea. 

Kamargori. 

Betai. 
dagalgnri. 
day anti. 

Nowiiara. 

Gazipur, 

Bar-Gazii)iir, 

Narit. 

Norit. 

Sberail. 

Mahishaniiinari. 

Kushboria. 

Tojpur. 

Sarda. 

Pansila. 

Bank lira. 

Sital obak. 

Bara Belkoiui. 

Fatepnr. 

Wdang. 

Sanamoi. 

Bisbiiberia. 

Kbasnan. 

Gazipnr. 

Khordaba. 

Gobinda cbak. 
Tetuliapnra. 


Name of village. 

Hadbyaknl. 

Cbak Sadar. 

Mirer cbak. 

Mt>blar cbak. 

Kumar cbak. 

Janjali cbak. 

Kbas cbak. 

Hafez cbak. 

Kazir cbak. 

Dibi Bbursut. 

Asanda. 

Rampur. 

Rampur Daksbin. 
Harali. 

Piarapur. 

Sultanpur. 

Sitapur. 

Kbempur. 

Kbelatpur. 

Gbola. 

Cbak Praia p. 

Pancbrul Koerpur. 
Bbajra or Bbadra. 
Kakrai or Karaipoto 
Harishpur. 

Cbak vSantosb. 

Cliak Ram Sara 11. 

Cbak Subal. 

Mansri Uttar. 
Abliirampur. 

Cbak Ray. 

Singti Daksbin. 

Cbak Thakiirani. 
Dibipur. 

Mansri Daksbin. 

Cbak Hariram. 

Cbak Cliand. 

Son tala. 

Galabandb. 

Bbabanipur Garb. 
Bbabanipur. 

Argara. 

Kansona. 

Lalbanagari. 
Chitrasenpur Chaksara. 
Pratap Narayanpur. 
Kultikri. 
Ragbunatbpur. 

Bidbi Chandrapur. 
Gamgarb . 

Gboldipa. 


Cbak Pali. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

13 . 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the average annual 
income, expenditure and net profit per mile of the various light railways in 
the Presidency of Bengal during the last ten years ? 

(б) Will the Government be pleased to furnish full particulars of the con- 
" trol over charges of all kinds (in respect of fares for passengers and tariff of 

charges for goods) which is reserved to, and exercisea by, the Local Govern- 
ment? 
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19W.] Questions and Answers. 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (a) It is presumed that the Rou ble Memlier refers to the following 
railways : — 

(1) Howrah-Ainta Light Railway. 

(2) Howrah-Sheakhalla Light Railway. 

(3) Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway. 

(4) Bengal Provincial Railway. 

(5) Jessore-Jhenidah Railway. 

The average annual income, expenditure, and net i)rofit per mile of thest' 
railways are as stated below : — 


(1) Howrah-Amta Light Railway (15K)8 to 31s1 ^lareh IhlH) Ils 

Gross earnings ... ... 12,372 

Expenditure (inclusive of .subsidies to District Board) . . 7,872 

Net profit ... ... . • - • • 4,500 

(2) Howrah-Sheakhalla Railway (1008 to 31st Marcli lltl8) 

Gross earnings ... ... • 7.078 

Expenditure (inclusive of subsidies to District Board) ... 4,308 

Net profit ... - • • • • 2,770 


(3) Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway (1008 to 31st March 1018) 


Gross earnings 

Expenditure (inclusive of subsidies to District Board) 
Net profit 

(4) Bengal Provincial Railway (1008 to 31st March 1018) 

G ross earnings 
Expenditure 
Net profit 

(5) Jessore-Jhenidah Railway [1013-1018 (financial year) ) - 

Gross earnings 

Expenditure 

Loss 


0,060 

3.013 

2,150 


3,833 

2,004 

1,100 


2,25M) 

3,003 

713 


(b) Maximum rates of fares for passengers and tai ilT of charges for goods 
on the Howrah-Amta, Howrah-Sheakhalla. Baraset-Basirhat and Bengal 
Provincial Railways have been prescribed by the Government of Bengal. 
These maxima are stated in Government Notifications Ill, 112, 86 K. 

and 1, dated respectively the 26th March, 1895, 26th ^^rch, 1895, 15th May, 
1903, and 4th January, 1896, which were published in Part I ^ 

Gazette of the 27th lAarch, 1895, 27th March, 1895, 20th May 1903, and 8A 
January 1896, respectively. The managing agents of th^ four light rail- 
ways are competent to regulate the rates and tares, provided the prescribed 
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maximum in each case is not exceeded. The sanction of the Local Government 
is only necessary when it is proposed to fix rates and fares in excess of the 
maxima. 

The Jessore-Jhenidah Railway is not under the control of this Govern- 
ment and the rates and fares are arranged by the Secretary of State in accord- 
ance with the terms of an agreement dated the 26th May, 1913, between .the 
Secretary of State and the Jessore-Jhenidah Railway Company.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 


14 . 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(rt) the apf)roxiinate market value of the shares of the different light 
railways in the Presidency of Bengal; 

{h) the amount df dividend declared per share by the managing agents 
of such railways during the last six years ; and 

(c) the yearly income of the managing agents since the opening of these 
lines or during 21 years, as-the case may be? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the compilations of statistics which 
appear in the public press and in the periodical reports of the railways in 
question.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha: — 


15 . 

(ft) Are the Government aware that the payment of salaries under a 
graded system is regarded as a grievance by the members of the I’rovincial 
Civil Service, and that this system has been a cause of great discontent 
limong the officers of this class ? 

(ft) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing this 
grievance by introducing the time-scale system in the place of the present 
graded system as is recomTiiended by the Public Services Commission of 
1912? 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the apjiroximate date on and from which they intend to 
give effect to this recommendation of the Public Services Commission ?• 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr ; — 

“ (a) and (b ) — The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Resolution on this 
subject, which was published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 20th November, 
1918. 

(c) The decision on the recommendations of the Public Services Commis- 
sion does not rest with the Local Government, and while it is hoped that orders 
will not be much longer delayed it is impossible to give an approximate date 
as suggested.” 
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By ^ Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

16 . 

(а) Are the. Government aware that the Director of Public Instruction Tmimferof* 

has ordered the transfer of one section of each of the classes VI, V and IV of of o*'r 

the Dacca Collegiate School to the Dacca Normal School premises in oixier Di^^Coiiupt 
that these classes may serve the pur{>ose of a practising school to that institu- School to tho 
tion. whose practising school was raised to the status of a High School in 

1909 under the name of the Armanitola High School, and that the order is to ^ premu 
come into effect on the 2nd January, 1919 ? 

(б) Is it a fact that Guardians’ Association, Dacca, made a represent- 
ation protesting against this step? 


Answer by the Ilon’blc Mn. O’AIallky ; — 

“ (ft) and (6) The rej)ly i.s in the .-illirm.-itivc ’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


17 . 

(a) Is it a fact that the Armanitola (ioverninent High S<*hool, which is of i'** 
the practising school of the Dacca Training ('ollege, is efficiently staffed with (a.'vpVnment 
a European Headmaster on Rs. 750 a month, assisted by a strong body of it ikIi School, 
trained teachers — B.T.’s and L.T.’s? 

(fj) Are the Government aware that the fact that this institution is a 
practising school militates against its popularity? 


Answer liy the Ilon’lilc Mk. O’Mai. i.ky ; — 

“ (a) The Headmaster at jiresent draws Hs .525. Nearly all the 
teachers are trained (B.T.’s and LT s) 

(b) No representation h.as been made on the subject, bn1 it is lielieveil 
that there is a certain prejudice again.st jiractising si-hools as such." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


18 . 


Will the Governnu'nt lie pleased to lay <u) the table a eoinparative state 
nient of the results of the Tiiatriciilation examination of the Armanitola (lov 
ernment Hiffh School and other (lovcriiment High Sohofds in the town ot 
Dacca for tm? last five years showing — 

(t) the number oT jnipils on the ndls ()f tbc m.'jtricnlaticm cJa.ss on the 
1st December ; 


MatricuUtior 
examinatioD 
runulta of t 
AnnaiiitoU 
OovtM nmei 
High Scht, 
and oilier 
Onverome 


High Kclu 


(u) the number of candidates sent up ; 


(iti) the number of successful candidates in different divisions; and 


(tv) the number of scholarships secured? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 
“ A statement is laid on the table. 
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[19th Dkcembei 


Questions and Answers. 

Statement referred to in the answer hy the Hon hie Mk. 0 Malley to Question No. 
(unsiarred) asked hy the Honhble \i.\hv Akhil Chanoka Datta at the Council Meeti 
of the I9th Decemher, 1918. 


1 

Namk or 8 CI 1001 ,. 

! 

i 

Nnmlxtr of pupils { 
on the roll* of ; 
Matrieuiatlon oltwa { 
on 3l«i December. | 

8 1 

1 

Number of candU 1 
date* sent up. 1 

4 

8 

NUMBSH OF 

lat DlvWoo. 

’ flUCXJWiSFUL t 

3nd DivisioD. 

AKDlliATKS. 

3rd Division. 

Number oi 
*chol»r«bip« 1 
stipend* 
■ecured. 

1 

19'.3-H. 1 







Arinnriitolu (lovcM-nniont Iligli School ... ' 

34 

34 

4 

12 

4 


Dacca Collegiate Seliool ... ... i 

i 

43 

14 

11 

3 

2 

MohIciq lligli Scliool® 

.33 

23 

7 

u 

3 

1 

Ktleii High Scliool for girls, Dacca ... , 

7 i 

1 

3 

1 i 



HI14-15. 





1 

1 


Arinaiiilola Coveroment High School ... , 

30 

23 

G 

1 

2 


Dacca Collegiate School ... ' 

45 

35 

24 

5 


3 

MohIcoi High School^ ... ... 

28 

19 

8 

8 



Edeti High School for girD, Dacca ... 1 

1 

3 

2 

1 


1 

DM 5-1 h. 

1 

1 

1 



i 



Aniianitolu ( love-i nineriL Higli School 

1 27 

19 

8 

4 

2 

1 

Dacca Collegiate Scliool 

1 f.7 

>7 

41 1 

7 


1 

Monlem High SehooD 

42 

23 

8 

5 

2 

3 

Kden Higlj. School for gii’D, Dacca 

1 ^ 

8 

5 

3 



lODl 17. 







Armaiiitola Covernmerit High School 

24 

16 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

Dacca Colh'giatc School 

67 

63 

44 

13 

4 

Moklem High School'’' 

40 

30 

20 

7 

1 

6 

Edeo High School for girln, Dacca 

; 

12 

7 

2 

4 

11)17-18. 







Armaiiitola (lovermneiit [ligh School 

' 26 

19 

8 

5 


1 

Dacca Collegiate Scliool 

5H 

r>5 

' 47 

5 

1 


Moslem High School*^ 

42 

28 

14 

11 

1 

3 

Kdoii High School for girls, Dacca 

12 

10 

1 9 

1 


4 


• JlefoJc- 1916 tlio MohIohi High School. Dacca, was JiHiignated the Anglo-l^erslan Department of the Dacca MuarB«8«\h. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta; - 


19 . 

Is it a fact that since the conversion of the Normal School practising 
institution into a high school for the practising purposes of the Training 
‘ College started in 1910, there has not been a single middle English school, 
thou^ there are nine high schools, and that there is a real need for at least one 
Government middle English school in the town of Dacca ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ It is not a fact that there has not been a single middle English school 
in Dacca during the period referred to. Government are not convinced of 
the need for the establishment of a Government middle English school in view 
of the fact that the middle English course is covered by classes in numerous 
primary and high schools. 


191S.3' Qu-estums atui Ansto*‘rs. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

20 . 

^tt) Is it a fact that the accommodation necessary for a complete middle 
English practising school in the town ot Dacca is available in the Normal 
School premises, and the only recurring expenditure reciuired is the pay of a 
staff of six or seven teachers amounting to about Rs. 250 a month ? 

(6) Is it not a fact that this sum will be nearlv met bv fee receipts ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why, instead of 
reviving its middle English practising scluiol, it has dcc-ided to transfer some 
classes of the Dacca Collegiate ScIuk)! to the Normal Si-hool premises for tlie 
practising purposes of the latter institution ? 

Are the Government considering the advisability of nwiving the 
middle'English school of the Dacca Normal School 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mn. O’Malley : — 

“ (a) This is the case, but classes 1- - Ifl of the Dacca Collegiate Sc1km) 1 
have been accommodated in the Normal Schcxil premises for years past and 
there is not sufficient accommodation there ft)r these classes as well as for a 
complete middle English practising school, 'I'he stall of ;i mitldle English 
school would not cost more than lis. 250 ]»er month. 

(b) Yes, if all the classes were l ull. 

(c) The necessity of having a complete practising sihool has long been 
felt. As classes I — III of the Collegiate School weio already located in the 
Normal School and were already used foi- this pui pose, the m'cd was met by 
adding to i lu'in omt section each of classes IV — VI of the Collegiate School. 

(d) If by this is meant the starting of a lomplete and separate middle 
English school, the answer is in the negative. The arrangement under which 
classes I — III and a section each of classt‘s IV -VI will be located in the 
Normal Sch<x>l premises will i)ract ically amount to c-onstit ut ing a com]>lete 
middle English school for practising purposes ” 

By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

21 . 

In view of the great administrat ive changers /ori'shadowc-d in the .scheme' 
of c'onstitutional reforms, are the (iovernmcnl considering the* dc'sirahilily ol 
keeping in abeyaimc all scheme's of |)artition of disi riels ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr : — 

“ No. Government propose to jirocecd with the .schemes as funds 

permit.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:- - 
22 . 

Will the Government be pleased tcj state what i.s the .average amount 
spent annually for subsidising privately-managed medical institutions? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald :■ — 

“ The average of the annual contributions made by Government to 
private dispensaries during the past three years was Rs. 1,04,981.’ 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

23 . 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing generally 
how the price of certain standard specimens of dhoti has fluctuated in the 
Calcutta market during the last 6 months ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“A statement is placed on the table.” 


lU'viviticAtiun 
of tl>e l>HCca 
iiiidiite Kn^liwlj 
Hcliool.. 


nf Hi iiririOH of 
pHriitioM nf 
tlintriotH. 


Anriiiul 

oxp»Mi<]iUire 

pn vutvly* 

u. 

iio titiitioiD* 



PrioM of ccrlai 
specitiicnM of 
fihoii. 



1140 


Questions and Answers, 


[19th Decembe 


Statement reje>*red to in the ansimr by the Honble Mk. Donald to question No, , 
{unstarred) asked by the Hoyible Babu Brojendra Kishor Hay Chaudh(JRi at the Cout 
Meeting of the 19ih December^ 191S, 



iKth. 

igth. 

20tli. 

2 1 at. 

22ii<J. 

SKPTKMBKJI. 

23rd 1 24tli. 1 25lIi. 

1 

20i)t. 

27tli. 

28th, 

29tii 

30 


lU. A. p. 

Rn. A. P. 

Hh. a. p. 

Hs. A. F. 

Ha.'iA« I*. 

Um. a. f. 

! 

lU A. 1*. 1 lu. A . F, 

lU. A. F. 

Ra A. F 

Kh. a. P. 

R». A. F. 

Ra. A 

Padlock (mark) f’ari 

6 V 9 

6 2 :i 

5 I ft 

6 i 6 i 

1 5 2 ft 

5 I 0 

4 15 0 I 4 15 0 

4 14 U 

4 14 0 

4 14 0 

4 110 

4 10 

9 yda. 

Bada Dhubl 9 yd4. 

D 7 0 

5 7 9 

5 7 9 

6 7 9! 

i 

5 3 9 

6 2 0 

5 2 0 i 5 2 0 

4 16 0 

4 15 0 : 

4 16 0 

4 11 C 

4 11 

BaDi{A Laknii ti jdH. 

8 H 0 

3 14 6 

3 14 ft 

3 14 ft 

3 14 ft 

3 13 ft 

3 IJ « 1 3 IS C 

i 1 1 

3 13 ft 

8 13 ft ! 

3 IS 6 j 

3 10 U 

1 

3 10 



ut. 


2nd. 


j Sid. 

4th. 

! 5lh. 


1 7tli 


Htli 

j OLh. 

10th, 

llb)i. 

12f 


R« 

A. 

F. 

Hit 

A . 

F. 

, Kh a F. 

I.'rt 4 F 

Rh a. f 

ItH. A. F- 

Rs A 

F. 

\U A 

j 

F. TN. A F. 

Ila, A. »•. 

1 Hs, A. F. 

Rs A 

Pndlook (murk) Hart 1 
9 yda. 1 

4 

10 

0 

4 

10 

ft 

4 9 0 

4 8 0 

4 7 t> 

4 5 0 

4 . 

(1 

1 2 

ft 4 2ft 

4 2 6 

4 2ft 

4 2 

Rada DhutI 0 ydi. 

4 

9 

w 

4 

V 

0 

14 8 0 

4 ft 0 

4 ft 0 

4 8 ft 

•1 8 

ft 

4 1 

6 4 : ft 

4 I ft 

1 4 1 f) ! 

1 * 1 

KunKa Lakmi 9 >da. ... 

3 

10 

0 i 

3 

10 

0 

3 10 0 

8 10 0 

3 10 0 

3 10 0 

:! 10 

0 

S 10 

0 3 10 0 

3 10 0 

' 1 

3 10 0 j 

3 10 









OCI OHKU. 







I3t.h 


14th. 

15tl.. 

1 letii. 

1 17th. 

^ IHtli. 

i 19bh. 

1 2U h. 

2KL. 

22nd. 

2.h(l. i 

24tli 





* 




1 




__ 1 



Ra. A 

F. 

Uh a , F . 

Rh. a. f. 

ila. A. F 

, lu. A. F. 

lu. A. F. 

i 

j Rs. A. F. 

;Us A. F. 

lu A. F 

Rs A F. 

Rs. A. F. 1 

Its. A 

Padlock (maik) Sari | 
9 yda. ' 

4 2 

ft 

j 

4 2 ft 

4 2 0 

4 2 0 

4 0 0 

i 1 

3 14 0 

1 :i j i 0 

3 14 0 

3 14 0 

12 u 

1 

3 15 0 j 

4 4 

Sada Dhutl 9 >dH. 

4 1 

ft 

4 1 ft { 

4 10 

[ 4 1 ft 

4 0 0 

3 14 U 

3 14 0 

.3 11 u 

3 14 0 

3 11 0 

3 15 0 ' 

4 1 

Han((n Lakinl 9 yds. . 

! 

3 10 

0 

3 10 0 1 

1 

3 10 0 

i 

' 3 10 0 

1 :i 10 (t j 

3 lU 0 

! .1 lu n 

1 3 10 0 

1 

3 10 l» 

3 8 0 

! 

3 5 0 

3 4 






OCTOBKU. 








Muvkmbkb. 




- 



— 

-- - — 

— - 


— 

- - 

— 

- 

p - - 

- 



25lli. 

2fttl.. 

27th. 

28th. 

^ 39th. 

aolh. 

1 3lHt. 

1 

Hf. 


2ni]. 


1 3rd. 

4tli. 

5bli 


ru. A. p. 

lU. A. P. 

Ra. A. p. 

Ra, A. p. 

Rh. a. p. 

Ra. A. F. 

i 

Hh. a . F. 

lib. A. 

F. 

Ua. A. 

l». 

lU. A. F 

lU. A. F. 

lU. 1 

PadlOi^k (mark) Bari ' 
9 yda. 

4 3 0 

4 1 0 

4 0 0 

3 14 0 

3 14 0 

3 14 0 

3 10 0 

3 10 

0 

3 11 

ft 

3 10 0 

3 10 0 

3 1 

Sada Dhuti 9 yda. 

4 4 0 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 1 

3 14 0 

.8 14 0 ; 

3 12 0 

8 10 0 1 

3 10 

0 

3 9 

0 

j 3 9 0 

3 9 0 

3 

BangL Lakmi 9 ydi. ... 

3 4 0 

3 4 0 

3 4 0 j 

3 3 0 

3 2 0 

3 2 0 

.3 2 0' 

1 ' 

3 2 

0 

8 1 

9 

1 8 19 

1 

8 19 

3 












Nopkmbkr. 










1 


7th. 


1 8t)h. 


j 9th. 


lOch. 

j llth. 

1 

{ 12t-h. 

j iSth. 

1 Uth 

• 

j l.Hh. 

j Iftth. 

1 


Ra. A. 

P. 

lU. 

A. 

P, 

1 lU. A. 

P, 

1 a. A. 

j 

F. i 

Rt.. A. p, 

Ra. A. p. 

1 

I'a. A. p. 

Ra. A 

. F 

Rs. A. 

P. 

j Rh, a.V. 

Ra. A. p. 

Ra 

Padlock (mark) Sail. 
9 yda. 

3 10 

0 

3 

7 

0 

i 

1 ^ ^ 

0 

3 1 

6 , 

j 

3 1 0 

3 10 

j 3 0 3 

3 2 

8 

3 6 

0 

3 5 0 

3 4 0 

3 

Sada Dhuti 9 yda 

3 8 

0 

3 

7 

0 

8 8 

9 

3 1 

0 1 

8 1 0 

i 

3 1 0 

is 1 :i 

1 3 2 

S 

8 4 

0 

3 4 0 

3 8 0 

3 

Uauffa Lakmi 9 yda. ... 

8 1 

9 

S 

1 

3 

8 16 

8 

8 16 

8 ! 

J 

8 j6 3 

8 16 3 

I 

I 8 15 3 

i 

2 16 

3 

8 16 

3 

8 16 0 

8 U 0 

1 

1 

8 



1141 


19 lift] Questions and Answers. 

By tlM Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 

24 . 

What action has been taken up to date under the Defence of India Act 
in the matter of regulating the supply, sale a.nd price of dhotis and other 
cotton goods in Bengal? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald 

“ Dealers have been licensed in accordance with the conditions prescribed 
in Notification No. 442 T.- — Coni., dated the Isl October. IblS, fiublished 
under rule 11- J of the Defence of India (Consolidation) Kules, 1915. No 
further action has been taken under the Defence of India Act.” 

By the Hoti’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 

25 . 

(а) When are the supplies of standardised cloths likely to be available 
in Bengal ? 

(б) What arrangements are proposed to be made for their sale, jiarticu- 
larly in the vmfas.sal ? 

(e) In what sizes and at what rates arc thew likely to be supfilied in 
Bengal ? 


Answ’cr by the Tlon’ble Mr. Donald : — 

“ The Hon'ble Member is referi-ed to the connii U7n(iiir vvhic-h was issued 
by the Controller of (^.otton Cloth, in which he announced that the manufac- 
ture of standard c^loth was not ai present being commenc'c'd .A copy of the 
coinvi 7 ini(jue is laid on the* table, 'riic* cpiestion ol luliirc* action can only be 
goveriU‘d by developments as they arise.” 


C^oin inutiifjne rejerred to tn the nii.t/rer A// //<<■ lino hie ^Iic. IIonald to ijucstion 
No. 25 {unstarred) asked hj the llon'Ue 15a nr 15i;o.)i:ni.ka Kishok Hay 
Chauduuki at the (Jouncil Meelittg of the 10th l)ecend>rr , 10 IS, 

• * StatOBimtn of fSth Mov0mboi‘ tStS» 

Cotton Cloth. 


MAJiKBD FA CL IN FJUCB. 

(AS.SOCIATED Press j 
Bomba)/, November lltb. 

The Controller of Cotton Cl(»r,li has issued a press communiqiK^, whkdi 
says: Since the preliminary conference regarding t he control of cotton cloth, 
held at Bombay on Septemiier IKth ami I9tl.. at vvliicli it w.is recommended 
that the manufacture of standard cloth should commem c mmediately, there 
has been a marked full in the jn-ice of cloth tliroughont the country. rhiB 
has been tlue to a variety of causes, such as prosjiects of peace, all in the 
price of niw cotton, and the diminished purtdiasing power of the i»eopIe 
owing to the influenza epidemic ami unfavoiirab e agricultural conditions in 
various parts of the country. A scheme for the manufacture of standard 
cloth has now been folly w<,rked out,-aml it can wlmn 

into immediate operation. The (Controller and the Advisory Committee will 
continue to keep a clo.se watch on the situation, especially on the e.Kteut to 


which the fa’inS pri'cei^ is'^reacii'ing mutassal consumers, iiroi-der that the 
raannfiicture of staiKtaixl (doth may comm«nce immediatoly. 
appears to render sncli a course desirable. 


The sitaation'* 
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1142 QuestionB and Annwers. • [19th Becembeb, 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kiehor Ray Cinuidluiri^— 

26 . . 

Will the Government be pleased to state what prepress, if any, has been 
made in regard to the manufacture of salt in Bengal 1 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald 

“ An application for a license to manufacture salt from sea-water in 
the Midnapore district has been sanctioned, and it is expected that manufac- 
ture will be commenced early in 1919.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

27 . 

Have the Government received the project report of Mr. "S. N. Banerjee, 
the Executive Engineer on special duty in cohnection with river improvement 
in the Dacca Division ? If so, will the Governtnent be pleased to lay the 
report on the table ? 

An.swer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley ; — 

“ No pi’oject report has yet been received.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:-- 

28 . 

Are the Government in a })osition to make a definite statement regarding 
the extension of the scope of the inquiry undertaken into the condition of the 
rivers in Eastern Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. Cowley ; — 

“ Government are not yet in a position to make any definite statement 
on the subject. When the present inquiries in the district of Dacca have 
been completed, further investigation in order of urgency will, be taken up 
as staff becomes available.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

29 . 

(а) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an in- 
quiry into the condition of the rivers in the malaria-zone in North and East 
Bengal with a view to ascertain which of them require to be opened up in the 
interests of sanitation ? 

(б) Are the Government considering by what methods the choked water- 
ways in rural areas, particularly those which lie beyond the main steamer 
routes, may be opened up ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 


"(a) Yes. 

(fe) The methods employed will be similar to those already undertaken 
in the Jessore, 24rParganas, and Nadia districts; but the actual method to be 
etnployed in any partmular locality can only be stated after complete investi- 
gation.” 



1918^.] Questions and Anstoers. 

By the Hen’ble Babu Brejendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

30 . 

(o) How many dredgers have the Government at their disjmsal ( 

(b) How are they employed at present ? 

(c) Are the Government going to have more dredgers shortly ? 


IMS 


Partioularo 
drod^errt tX il 
ilidpoaBl of 
Govomrnoiit* 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley ; — 

“ (a), {b) and (c) — In addition to the suction dredgers, Foyers and 
A lexandra, there are 8 small dredgers. 

These small dredgers are used for silt clearatu'e in canals, four in the 
Cossye Division and four in the Circular and Eastern Canals Division. They 
are not suitable for any other class of work. The Foyers is at j>resent employed 
in dredging the upper shoals of the Dhalesvvari river; and the Alexmidra in 
dredging shoals in the Atharabanka near the Madaripur Bhil Route western 
entrance. 

It is the intention of Government to ac<juire additional dredgers when 
opportunity offers.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brejendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

31 . 

In view of the apprehended closure, before long, of Uie river Jloagra, 
which is the only water-way open to the rivcr-boriu! traffic, in Eastern Bengal ii<,agra rivnr. 
and Assam in this part, wiiat alternative route, if any, have the Government 
decided upon ? Has any work been undertaken in this direc-.tion ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley ; — 

“ The Doagra river is at present, in fair condition for navigatitm. As an 
alternative route a cut has been propo.sed from Channel C’rtnjk to the Kankra- 
bonia Khal south of the Doagra river. Work on this cut has Ih-cu .sterted and 
it is anticipated the work will be comjilctcd by next June. 

If, on observation, it is proved that a through ffocid and ebb current 
sufficient to maintain the channel is available, the cut will lie deepened and 
widened as a navigable route for steamers. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojondra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

32 . 

With reference to the project for a Grand Trunk Canal between Calcutta or«od Tr 
and Eastern Bengal — Urtwira* 

(а) have the Government cxmic to any decision on the question of align 

ment; and 

(б) which of the two conflicting schemes, as pro{)osed by Mr. O. C. Lees 

and Mr. Addams-Williams, has been finally accepted ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ (o) Yes. 

(6) Mr. Addams-Williams’ alignment.” 
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1144 Questions and Answers. [19th 'Dec kiibkb, 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

33 . 

How does the proposal of the formation of a Vfater-ways Trust stand 
with the Government? Has any non-official opinion been consulted in the 
matter ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley ; — 

“ The matter has been mooted by both official and non-official bodies, 
and is at present under the review of Government. The Bengal Government 
have not formally consulted the non-official public; but a large mass of non- 
official opinion has Ijeen received.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; — 

34 . 

With reference to the answer given to my unstarred question No. XLIl 
of the 19th August, 1918, regarding the large amount of pollution from human 
excreta as found by the Sanitary Commissioner in samples of water taken from 
the Ganges, have the Government ascertained whether the septic tanks are 
responsible for the above pollution ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the rejily given by Government to 
the resolution moved by the Hon’ble llai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
on this subject at the la.st meeting of the C’ouncil in November. Orders have 
since issued directing the Sanitary Commissioner to carry out a comprehensive 
inquiry into the extent of pollution of the TIooghly and the different sources of 
pollution.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; — 

36 . 

Will the Government be pleased to make .a statement showing for the last 
ten years the amount spent on industrial and vocational education, such as 
technology, agriculture and commene, and the ratio of such exjienditure to 
the total expenditure on education ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ The figures for ten years are not available. A statement containing 
the figures for the last six years is laid on the table.” 

Statement referred to in the answer hy the Hon hie Mu. O’Malley to question 
No. 35 {unstar red) asked by the Hon hie Babu Bro.if.ndra Kishok Ray 
Chauuhuri at the Council Meeting of the 19ih December, 1918. 


YEAn-. 


Amount spent on 
vocational educa- 
tion. 

Rs. 

Katio of expenditure 
on vocational educa- 
tion to the total 
expenditure on edu- 
cation. 

1912-13 

... 

16,26,038 

8 0 per cent. 

1913-14 

... 

16,42,835 

7-4 


1914-15 


17,26,470 

6-8 

*» 

1915-16 

• •• 

17,08,579 

6-6 

>9 

1916-17 

• •• 

19,02,445 

7-8 

9» 

1917-18 

• •• 

19,88,593 

, 7*8 

n 
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By flie Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: - 
36. 

"What steps, if any, have the Government taken in recent years for the 
extension of cinchona cultivation in the Presidency ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mil. McAlpin : — 

The only district within the I’residency that j>ossesses the reiiuisite 
conditions for cinchona cultivation is Parjeelinjij. W ithin it the only locali- 
ti^ available, forming the two plantations of Munsong and MungpiK), are 
being.planted as speedily and as extensively as possible. On the Munsong 
plantation, the larger of the two, the net increa.se in acreage under einc’hona 
since 1910 up to the end of the present year has l)een over 1.700 acres, or 
nearly an average of 200 acres per annum. Only about 500 acres more of 
plantable land are available, all of which will be planted within the next two 
years. The Mungpoo plantation will have increased fi'oni a net acreage of 
fl70 in 1910 to about 700 at the end of the pre.sent linancial year. Only alxiut 
300 acres more of plantable land are available, which will be planted during 
1919-20. 

If both plantations are taken together, the area under cinchona will have 
risen from 1,018 acres in 1910 to over 3,000 acres by the end of this year.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

37. 

(a) What is the gross intxanc per acre of the forest area of the Presidency ? 
{b) What has been done to improve the forest revenue in rei-ent years ? 


Answer by the Hon’blc Mr. McAi.imn : — 

“ (a) The gross income per acre of the fore.st area, of tlie I’residency 
amounted to three and a half annas in 1917-1918. Ten years ago the similar 
average per acre was under two annas. There arc however great variations : 
cert.ain protected forests average less than one anna per acre, whereas some 
sal forests average two and a half ru[)ees per acre. 

{b) To improve the forest revenue the following measures have been 
adopted : — 

(t) Competitive rates have been adopted for the sale of valuable trees 
like sal and sundari. 

(it) Illicit dealings have been checked by the adoption of stricter 
methods of control and better organisation for the collection of 
revenue. 

(Hi) The periods of rotation in certain working plans have retently 
been shortened. 

(iv) Facilities have been given to certain private mercantile firms to 

develop certain forest products hitherto untouched. 

(v) A departmental saw-mill has been established in one forest 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

38. 

With reference to the provision of rupees one ZaAA for the distribution 
of Kakai-Bomhay\ jute and Indrasail paddy in the last budget, are the Govern- 
ment in a position to make a statement showing separately the areas under 
cultivation of such jute and paddy in the different districts of Eastern Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin : — 

“ Information is not available at present as the distribution of seed for 
which provision was made in the budget of 1918-1919 will be made from 
January to March for next year’s crops. The major portion of the grant is 
being devoted to the establishment of agricultural farms, which forms part of 
the general scheme for the production and distribution of improved jute and 
paddy seeds.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

39. 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state what other educational 
institutions (if any), besides the Dacca College, are under the administrative 
control of the Principal of that College ? 

(б) What are the special qualifications of the present Principal for exer- 
cising such control ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ {a) The Dacca I..aw College and the Dacca School of Engineering are 
also under the administrative control of the Principal of the Dacca College. 
(6) He is an experienced officer of the Education Department.” 


By the Hen’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


40. 

(«) Is it a fact that, during the temporary absent* of the Principal of tlu. 
Dacca College, a Professor of the Dacca College is in charge not only of the 
said College, but also of tlie School of Engineering ? 

(b) If so, on what principle is he so placed in charge? 

(r) Is it a fact that at times this arrangement has led to friction ? 

{d) Is it also a fact that on one tweasion, owing to such friction, the 
Director of Public Instruction projmsed that the Headmaster of the School of 
Engineering should be placed in charge of the Dacca College during the 
absence of the Principal? Was there any objection made to the suggestion 
an behalf of the Dacca College ; and, if so, on what grounds ? 

{e) Is it a fact that this arrangement by which a person wholly 
unfamiliar with the work of a technical institution is placed in charge over 
it retards the legitimate development of the institution ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley ; — 

“ (a) and (b) In November 1916 it was decided that during a vacation the 
senior officer available should be in charge df the current duties of the three 
institutions. Should the Principal be tenmorariJy absent during term time, 
the arrangements to be made would be determined by the circumstances 
obtaining at the time. 
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(c) and (d) There wa» slight friction in the year 1916 and the decision 
mentioned in the reply to clause (a) of the question was then come to. No 
objection was made on behalf of the Dacca College. 

(«) (^vemment have no reason to believe that this has been the case at 
Dacca. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

41 . 

What are the qualifications, standing and einoluments of — 

(i) the Headma.ster of the Dacca ScIuhiI of Engineering; 

(if) the Principal of the Dacca College; and 

(lii) the present incumbent in the Indian Educational Service who 
would be in charge during the absence of the Principal? 


Answer by the Hor’ble Mu. O'Mai.i.ey 

“ (t) The present headma.ster studied at the Jtoyal Technical (\>llege, 
Glasgow, and is an associate member of the Institution of Civil Enginetu-s and 
the Institute of Electrical Engineering with eleven years’ i)ractical exj)eri- 
ence of engineering. He entered Government service in 1910 and is a memlier 
of the Indian Edu<;ational Service. His jiresent pay is Us, 900. 

(ii) Mr. Turner is an M.A. of Oxford where he obtained a 1st class in 
Mathematics (Moderations) and a 2nd class in Modern History. He entered 
Government service in lOtKl. and is a member, of the Indian Educational 
Service. His jire-sent pay is Hs. 1,000 fdus a teinpoi-ary personal allowance of 
(Us. 250—50—500). 

(Hi) The Hon’hle Member is referred lo the reply to question No. 40 («) 
and (b).” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 

42 . 

(a) What are the interests in common between the Dacca College and 
the Dacca School of Engineering? Are there any common accounts between 
them ? 

(b) What, if any, are the administrative advantages in keejiitig the two 
institutions together under the control of the same officer? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mu. O M. alley ; 

“ (a) As explained in the repl^ given to question No. LXX’VIII asked 
by the Hon’ble Member at the meeting of the Council held on the 7th August, 
1917, the Engineering School is regarded as an institution attached to the 
DaccA College, as the two institutions are in the same compound. The same 
playground is also used by both institutions. They do not have common 
accounts. 

(6) Unity of control has advantages as regards discipline, and the present 
arran^ment has also been found of advantage when the school has 
been in charge of a temporary officer or an officer without previous experience 
of India.” = 
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By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

43 . 

Is it a fact that the Dacca College is a heavy charge for the Principal, 
and that a proper discharge of his duties with reference to that College would 
not leave him time enough to devote adequate attention to the interests of 
a totally distinct institution like the Dacca School of Engineering ? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley : — 

“ The Dacca College is a heavy charge for the Principal, but he is only 
required to exercise a general supervision over the school. The question of 
separating the two charges is now under consideration.” 

By the Hon’bie BabuJBrojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

44 . 

(a) Has any inquiry been made into the circumstances dealt with in 
connection with the Hon’bie Mr. Irwin’s resolution regarding the rupee-notes 
and currency difficultv at the meeting of the Council held on the 3rd Septem- 
ber last ? 

{h) I f so, what is the result of such inquiry ? 


An.swer by the Hon’bie Mr. Donald : — 

“ (a) Yes. 

{h) The Ilon’ble Member is referred to the report of the Committee which 
held the inquiry and to the commnniqne issued by Government on the 14th 
October last. Copies of these pa[)crs are laid on the Library table.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

45 . 

(а) Are the Government aware that small change is still not available 
anywhere in the mufassal except at a high premium, and that serious 
inconvenience is being felt by the people on wiis account ? 

(б) If so, what steps do the Government propose to take in the matter ? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Donald : — 

“(a) and (&) The position has shown a great improvement during the iMt 
two months, and the difficulties previously experienced have largely dis- 
appeared. Increased supplies of small coin have been issued, ana silver is 
freely issued in the districts for exchange and other purposes. Notes are 
also circulating more easily. There seems to be no need of further action of a 
general character. 


By the Hon’bie' Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

46 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for the appoint- 
ment of a Proctor to supervise over the residence of students at Dacca and the 
t/yta l ftUTuial expenditure entailed on this account since the creation of this 
<^ce? 
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(b) Is it a fact that the students of the Dacca t'ollege have Ikh^ii removed 
from tne charge of the Proctor^ If so, since when, and lor what reasons ? 

(c) Arc the Government considering the desirability of transferring the 
charge of the students of other institutions also to the respective authoritiei> 
thereof? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mn. O'Mai lky : — 

(a) In 1910 an officer of the Education Dojmrtinent was dc|)uled In the 
Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam, at the instance ol‘ tlie hciuls of 
educational institutions in Dacca, to imjuire into the c'onditions of residence 
of students in that town. The (*onditions were found to be deplorable, owing 
to want of organization, su])ervisicm and inspection. A scheme of reform 
was accordingly introduced under which an oHicer was appointed to pertorm 
the duties mentioned in the rejily to cjuestion No LXX at the mc'eting of the 
Council held oa 7th Aa^rusl,. 1917. Fhe a V(‘ragr anna d oxix'iul ilare on a(*count 
of the Proctor’s office since its crc\ition has Ixhmi Hs. 4,H41. 

(b) The Muhammadan and higher caste Hindu students ol the Dac*c*a 
College who were living in hostels outside the (’ollc^ge have benm rennoved to 
the Old Secretariat Building and placcni under the (’ollc'ge aulhoritic's with 
effect from the 1st November, 1917. d'he reason ior this was tlmt there' was 
accommodation available in the Old Stvretai*iat Building at Itainna and it. was 
considered desirable that the t\dlege students should be in hcmlthier surround- 
ings near the (vfrtlege, the gymnasium and playing-fields. 

(r) The question is engaging the attention of the Director of 1 ublic 
Instruction.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: 


Will the Government l)e pleased to lay on tin* table a statement, showing 

(a) the number of Government aided High Knglish Sidmols in oaeh 

Division in this I’residencv ; and 

(b) the total number of members of the Managing ( onmiittees. showing 

the nurnt^r of Muhammadan nienibers ol each eommittec 

separately ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O Malley : 

‘‘ A statoment* is laid on tin* library tabb*. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEWI No. 2. 

YHE, BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT No. 2i BILL. 19?8- 

The Hon’ble Mr. Cumniing presenti'd n<)minitteo 

on the Beagal Tenancy (Amendment No. 2) Ibll, I.tlH. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

YHE BENOAL juvenile smoking bill, 19t8* 

The Hon’blo £>r. AhduUa-al-Mnnmn Suhrawardy moved tbe 

Uoport of the Select Committee on tlu‘ Bengal Juvenile Smoking Bilh 1J18. 
be taken into consideration. 


^ Not printed in these prooBifdiiiKH. 
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The Bengal Juvenile Smoking Bill, I9l8. 

Dr. Abdulla- al- M<unun Suhrawardy ; Sir D. P. Sarbadhikari. 

. ... 

He said : My lord, there is only one point arising out o[ the Report 
which requires some explanation. The definition of the word ‘police officer * 
in clause 2 of the Hill runs as follows ; 

‘Police officer* means a member of an established police force and 
includes a constable. 

When the Bill was referred to the Select Committee the Hon'lde 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan indicated the points which would be 
placed before the Committee on behalf of Government. He said : — 

‘The power to seize should be expressly confined 

to police officers (including constables) in uniform.’ We have accordingly 
confined the power under clause 4 to a police officer in uniform. The 
addition of these words is undoubtedly an improvement as it minimises 
opportunities for false personation. However, in a note of dissent appended 
to the report of the Select Committee it is suggested that the words ‘ above 
the rank of head-constable ’ be substituted for the words ‘ and includes 
a constable.’ 

The Hon’ble Sir Doha Pra8a<l Sarbadhikari moves an anfendmerit to 
give effect to the suggestion contained in the note of dissent, and I leave it 
to him to advance the arguments in favour of the amendment.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Abduila-8l*Mamun Suhrawardy moved that the clauses 
of the Dill be considered for settlement in the form recommended by the 
Select Committee. 

“The motion was put and aRfood to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari moved that in sub- 
clause (4) of clause 2 of the Bill for the words “ and includes a constable ” the 
words “above the rank of a head 'Constable ” bo substituted. 

Ho said : “ I jnust in the first instance sincerely thank Your Excellency 

for kindly allowing this amendment to bo moved. While we wer% trying to 
combat the comparatively harmless results of smoking, those at all events who 
had recorded their dissent to the provision in question must have been Under 
a stronger narcotic influence. Under some apprehension or other, wo had 
omitted to send in notice of the amendment about which we were so keen. 
But for Your Excellency kindly admitting this amendment we could not have 
had opportunity of stating before the Council our objection to what has 
been referred to by the Hon’blo Member in charge of the Bill. It showgp the 
elasticity of our rules and demonstrates how under given circumstances, 
the President can and dot^s help members in their difficulties. Therefore, 
I am extremely grateful to Your Excellency for allowing this aihendment to 
be moved, I do not propose to do much more than what I liave tried to bring 
out in my note of dissent. My lord, when the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan — whom we are glad to have once more in our midst 
and in better health — stated, on behalf of Government, certain points of view 
in Council which wore urged by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley on behalf of the 
Government in the Select Committee, we all felt, every one of us, that in 
regard to a matter like this, all the points of view of Goverpment, that 
could possibly be agreed to, should be agreed to. It is an experimental 
n easure which, under normal circumstances, would be attended with 
great difficulty in working, and we ought to have all the assistance 
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The Bengal Juvenile SmcJcuig Bill, 1918, 

Itai M. O, Afitra Bahadur, 

and co-operaiion of the Goveriiinent that we crould piniHiiily hav'o, Frof] 
that point of view we a«]frc^ed to accept almost ail that the Government urnfod ii 
belect Coininittee, as stated hy the Hon’ble Maharajadliiraja Bahadur o 
puidvvan. But as regards one matter — the power given to police ofticeri 
including constables in the Bill — apj)eared to us to bo the weakest point ii 
the situation. 1 am awarii that the difficulty f)! a* sultabh' agency t< 
work a measure like this is great in any country, ami gi'cater tliaii eve 
here. Ihe CTOvernment has wisely msorvtnl t(i tiiemstdvi^s power t(» selec 
agents, and J am sure that, in consultation with thosc^ interested, it wil 
bo possible to have gentlemen liki^ teachers of sidiools, imunbers of muni 
bodies, mit* sionaries, members of societies, like tht^ Anti-Smokiiij 
Society, of winch 1 have the honour to be the Bresident, and similar organis 
ations that (Tovernimmt may st^e fit to (h^pute, a small, but gcKid bt^ginning infi^ 
be made. Government, however, thought fit that polici* offictu's ilown to tlu 
lowest grade slmuld also lie ass(xnated. ^I'hero ari^ many of us who thinly 
that it is not dc^sirable to associati' j)olie*‘ oificto's at all in working a nnuisun 
like this, at least in the first instance, llowt^ver, ( iovt'rnment was V(?r^ 
strong on this point and soinc^ of us have accc'pted a itoinpromisi^ which m^ 
amendnumt represents. But whim (■overnnumt wants t.o go as far down a^ 
the constabh^s it is a position that we cannot aeci^pt. I do not st»e my Hon’bh 
friimd Bai Radha (Jharan Pal Balunlur Ihut to-day, or ^^)Ur Kx(*elhmcy would 
hav(‘ had anothm* lurid pi(Mur<^ of what a str<M‘t (‘onstahU* would do wdiere i 
cairter or (ioachman is eonc o ned. But 1 would not like the eonstabb^s to havr 
anything to do^ with oui* boys. Sometiim^^ it might. h»ad to friction and 
oppri'ssion and tln^ very ubjixits which W(? have in vit‘W will be thwarted 
From that point of vii^vv, iny lord, I urge-* that tli<^ amendment that I havi 
to ottVn* should be acc(‘pt(Ml. Of course, we all know that in otln^r countriet 
tln^ police havi^ tln^se powtu’s, but we havt^ not had the sann^ static of thingh 
ller^^, as I have had (Kjcasion toj><»intoul in eonneelion with another matter. 
If vvi' had the Lcjtidon jiolice here, I wouhl gi\(* them all the ])OW'erH in 
this {!oiin(*(;t ion. UcH-t ntly. there, has been a gn^al deal of improvement in t.lu 
police force, and it would bi*. wi'ong ami ungracious not t() aeknowdcslgt 
that, but when W(3 think of deputing constables and h^^'Hl-conHtabh^H tosearid 
boys in the strecd, 1 am afraid we shall be further wtsakening a [lositdou that 
is already weak. am aware that in asking for this concession, I am really 
nklucing the niimhtir of agencies that would he available for a large ineaHUri 
like this, and tliat by limiting the fiow'er to offiems abova^ tlu^ rank of head 
constables, wo are n*du<dng the nuniher. Of (amrse, il w'e go to an id<5a 
place like Darjeeding, people with plenty of time at tln^ir disposal like the 
(Miief Secretary would probably be available for searediing and confiscating 
cigarettes that may b(3 useful for S< 3 cretariat consumption ; but Darjeeling i^ 
not Calcutta, and Calcutl.a is ne>t l>arje(3ling, and that system wdll not worf 
here. We have to be content with police officc^rs down to the grade of suR 
inspectors, and such other agency as Your Kxcelbmcy may dispute. I an 
aware that the number of poisons wlio are available for working tliis measure 
would bo reduced if my amendment were accept<3d. Even at that risk 1 urge 
that the friction and oppression that we arc all apprehensiv<3 of, and o 
which public opinion has spoken so strongly, ought not to be allowed to com< 
in and mar the usefulness of a measuro^^vhich ought to bo great.*’ 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chaadra Ultra Bahadur said 

• My lord, this Bill is the first of its kind to be introduced in this par 
of the country. There cannot be any doubt that there is a very stron* 
opinion against the eipploymont of police constables as provided in the BUI 
The police is a powerful agency in the administration of justice and also ii 
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Rat D. C. Ohose Bahadur; Mr. Arden-Wood ; the Maharatadhtraja 

Bahadur of Burdwan. 

checking crime, but if I do properly represent the views of the mufassal 
people, 1 can say very strongly that the object of the Bill will be defeated 
iC the police do interfere. The correction of boys should not be in the hands 
of police officers. There should be proper guarding in this matter, and the 
procedure to be adopted should be carefully considered. On the one hand, there 
is the opinion of the people that the police should not be employed for such 
purpose, on tlio other hand, it is necessary that some agency is to be intro- 
duced for the purpose of checking the offence. I think under the circum- 
stances the amendment speaks for itself, and shows that such police officers 
should be employed who will be in a position to sympathise with the object 
of the Bill, and therefore I do heartily support the amendment which is put 
forward. 

The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said 

“My lord, I Bymf)athise with the views of the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad 
Sarbadhikari. I have not more faith in the constables than ho has, I 
Indievo, but at the same time 1 fe(d tliat you cannot in enacting a statute agree 
witli Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari in suggesting that you should mak( dn-'^ 

ning witli the sub-injector as a checking agency to take notice of » di 

of th(^ »Iu veuih^ Smoking Act. There is C()nsideral>le difficulty in that ^ 

(^xcludci the constables and iK^ad-constables you reduce the number ofag^jvc. 
and you will find breaches of the Act without any notice b(>ing taken (ff‘ i ^ 
'riiat will certainly be the result if you employ only sub-inspl3(*t()rs of 
to take cognizance of these offences, and the Act will be a dead letter, i. ^ 
the objection raised by the Uoidble Sir Dtdna Prasad Sarbadhikari — and 
has a largo volunu^ of opinion b(^hind hiyt — might bo met by allowing tlie Bil\ 
with the ])roj*oH(3d delinition of tho word 'police constable^ to be passed, and 
a deparinnmtal oinbu* being issued ' after tlie j)aHsing of the Act, directfing 
constables and head-constables not to take cognizance of offenct^s under the 
Act at present and for some time,. If you find hereafter that it is difficult to 
work tlie Act with the agency of police sub-inspectors only, you may tlnu’C- 
after increase the agimcy by allowing selected constables and head-constables 
to take cognizance of off’enciis under the Act. I think thai would be a wiser 
course than the one proposed by the Hoii’blo Sir Deba Prasad SarbadhikariJ’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. Arden-Wood said 

“ My lord, although 1 believe this Bill seeks to combat a real evil, my 
difficulty about it has been that it seems to me to lie so much in advance of 
public opinion on the subject, and, that being so, I think it would be wiser, if 
it bo passed, in giving practical application to it not to press it too hard at 
first. For tliis reason I am in favour of the -amendment which has been pro- 
posed by the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari and I desire to support it.” 

The Hoii’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My lord, on behalf of Government I have to say that we have no objec- 
tion to the amendment proposed by tke Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhi- 
kari, and we will accept it, provided it meets with the approval of the 
Member in charge of the Bill. I would like to take this opportunity to say 
that Government proposes to preserve an attitude of neutrality when the 
motion for the passing of the Bill comes up, as they did on the motion for its 
reference to Select Committee. The Select Committee have met the points I 
mentioned on behalf of Government and I have now much pleasure in sayipg 
that we shall be willing to accept the amendment by the Hon'ble Sir Deba 
Prasad Sarbadhikari, whom I also thank for his kind reference to me, and 1 
can assure him that 1 am very glad to be back hero ||igaiir, and to be on my* 
legs again.” 
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The Bengal Jito^ile Sn'tking Bill. t9l8 ; The Bengal Primary Education 

Bill, 1917 ; Iteaolut^m, 

Dr. Ahdulla-al~Mainun SuUrawardy ; Baku Si' Rity ; .l/aulvi Alnil Kaaem 

The Hon’ble Dr. Ahdnlla*al-llaman Suhrawardy s.'iiil : “ My lord, I aocop 
the amendment.” 

The niotivm was then put and agrt-ed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

The Hoa’hle Or. Abdulia*al-Mamun Suhrawardy inov<9(l that tiu 
Soorotary ho to roninnhoi* tin* <?lauft 08 an<l Hiih-(‘laiiHos of Iho BiJl ii 

eoriKecutivc* aii«] to iiriko corri^Hpoiolio'jf altoTiitiotiH in all cronn 

rofereiioes tlif^roto. 

The? motion was put ami to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

The Hofi'ble Dr. Abdulia-al-Mamun Suhrawardy uiovi d that tho Itill, m 

HottltMl in (^)iincil, ht* passiHl. 

'rin* motion was pnt and a^rotsl to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

The Beitgal Primary Education Bili, 1917. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray movo.l that tho pmsimtatioi 
of t.lio llt^p<»rt of th<‘ SoliM^t (%nniuitl<M‘ <hi thr Hon^al Primary K<l«H?ation Bill 
11)17, ho postpoiKMl to l ilt* dainiary mo(‘tiii;.r of tin* (%)iinoil. 

Ho said : I am sorry I am nor in a position to pnjsmit tlio Rt^port of tin 

Stdoct Comrnittot* lo-day. Wt‘ havo I o t h lon^li a vory lar^^o oolloction o 
opinions ri'cmvc^d from District I>oa?*<lH ami Mnnicipalitic^s and various otlnn 
public hodics, ;uid it will take a little more tiling I hope, howtwm', to prosonl 
the r(iport at t he rnixt im^i tin^j of the (JonmhI ” 

Tln^ motion was ])ut and a^^rced to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 9. 

RESOLUTIONS 

{Under the rules for the dUcusston oj matters of ijeneral public interest). 

The Hon'ble Mauivi Abul Kasem moved tin; followinj^ rcHolution — 

This Council recommonds to the (loveraor in Council that steps ho taker 
without delay to establish a Subordinate Judge's Court at Asansol in tin 
district of Burdwan. 

He said : “ M3' lord, I know that by moving this resolution I run a |freal 
risk of unpopularity with a large section of niy friemds and follow-ciiis&enr 
in Burdwan. After I hail coiiu? up with this resolution I found that public 
'"~*nion in the Asansol sub-division and the interests of the pieople, residin|j 
•aerein or having property in that sub-division, demand that a suliordinatc 
judge’s court be established at Asansol,* and it is in justice to the people 
who h^ve to resort to the court for settlement of their rights that a subor 
ditxate judge’s <;oarit should be establiijied in that im|>ortarft mining sub- 
division of Burdwan The only question we have to consider is the interest 
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of the people of that sub-division and also whether the location of a subordi- 
nate judge's court would entail any extra expenditure on the provinjjial 
revenues. TJiere are two subordinate judges now sitting at Burdwan, and 
r»ne of them deals with eases which come up from Asansol, original cases as 
well as appeals. 1 understand, my lord, that a memorial has been submitted 
to Your Excellency’s Government by the people of Asansol, praying for the 
establishnumt of a court, but 1 am also told that after an enquiry it has been 
found that the work of the subordinate judge, if stationecLat Asansol, will 
not bo sufficient to keep a wholetime officer,* because the subordinate judge 
at Burdwan, besides doing the work of the Asansol court, has also to hear 
appeals from other courts in the district, and that the people from other 
parts of the district will be inconvenienced if they have to come to Asansol 
for their appeals, and even for one or two original suits. In this connection, 
I have to submit, my lord, tliat in the Asansol sub-division there is stationed 
one munsiff and sometimes an additional munsiff when there is an accumula- 
tion of work ; but those munsiffs have power only to deal with cases up to 
the value of Us. 1,()0(), and if there is any suit beyond Rs. 1,000 it is decided 
by the first munsilf at Burdwan, who is empowered to try cases above 
Rs. 1,000 and below Rs. 2,000. If the subordinate judge’s court is estab- 
lished at Asansol, the sul)ordinate judge will not only hear original suits 
and npp(^als, but also those money suits and (*ther suits which are now 
lieard by tlui first munsiir at Burdwan, and, if after this it be found 
that th('r(‘. is not sufficient work for a subordinate judge — which I 
bolievti will be found sufiicient and his hands kept full — indeed I am afraid 
HoiiKi additional hands will bo required at Asansol — even if that be the case, 
the court may be abolished. I beg to submit for Your Excellency’s (^ortsider- 
ation that some time back there was a munsitf’s court ar, Budh-Budh in the 
vicinity of Asansol ; for the sake of couveiiiencq that court has now been 
removed to Burdwan town and if it is found that the subordinate judge at 
Asansol has not sufficienf work, that court at Burdwan may be transferred 
to Asansol and tliat will give him snffieient work. 1 liave been told that the 
importance and dignity of tln^. town of Burdwan will be greatly diminished if 
one of t he subordinate jiidg('S is transferred from the lu^adquarters town to 
the sub-divisional town. 1 submit, my lord, that ih(?re is V(iry littl(‘ of im- 
portance and dignity h^ft for tl»e town of Burdwan now. Ir, has been also 
r(unark(Ml that the har of Burdwan will be weakened ; I submit, my lord 
that the courts of justice are estahlished and maintained not in the interest, 
of the inambers of the bar, but in the interests of (!he litigant public, and 
for tjios^ who have to resr|rt to courts for justice, and for the settlement of 
rights. It is evident that tne people of the Asansol sub-division who are the 
people whose interests alone should be considered do demand and desire 
that a subordinate court should be established in their sub-division, and 
precedence in this case, my lord, is in my favour. A sub-judge's court 
has been established at Howrah, and I believe that it is also proposed to 
establish a sub-judge's court in the headquarters town of Malda and the same 
argument w(is raised by the members of the bar at Hooghly and no doubt 
will be raised in Rampur Boalia. I think that in this matter the interests 
of the litigant public should have' preferential consideration at the hindS 
of ilie Government and not that -.of the members of 'the „ bar. With 
reference to this question, my lord, we are very fortunate in the fact that 
in Asansol both the Indian public apd the European residents representing 
the mining industry %re unitedin their demand and request that a subordinate 
judge's court should be established there, and I hope and trust that Your 
Excellency 's Government will not only accept this resrfution but will try to give 
effect to it. W4th these words. I commend this resolution to the Council." 

The Hon’bie Rai Debender Ghunder filiose Blabadur said 

"My lord, f should like to know v/hat the Government have before them 
in the shapes of facts, that it is the desire of the people of the AsansOl sub- 
division in this matter ; whether Jhey feel it inconvenient to come to Burdwan 
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Vo hav^ their oaBoa adjudicated at HurcTwan or prefer a court to be located at 
Asajpaol, l)ecau8e those thirif^s are done for the convenioiioe of the afiitors, and 
if it in a fact that a very large number of people feed inconveiiienoo in luiving 
to come to IJurdwa^n, then certainly something should be done to meet their 
views. Hut we liave not all the facts before us, neither do we know what 
the views oiL^ho High Court are in this matter, or whether they have con- 
sidered the matter at all, and it would not be proix^r fi>r me to expix^ss an 
opinion as to the dismeinberriK^nt or otherwise (d the Htirdwan eotir t. No 
doubt il the suitors feel it a griovanet^ to have to go to Hurd wan, I think their 
views should be mot, and if they nre a larger bc)dy and siiflicient to maintain 
a court by putting business before it, then by all means bav(^ a subordiiiato 
judge's court establishe<l at Asaiisol. You have preced(uitg'in this matter ; 
the pt*oplo of Hiluir warite<l hav*e a High (%)urt at l*atna, and the (Calcutta 
High Court was disinenihered stime time ago; there are also I h«' i?istan(?('S of 
Howrah and Khuln». Khulnu has now got a district judge loo an<l the 
neighbouring <*ou«t of l>hanl)aid in Jbhar has also got a subordhiate juilge’s 
court. Th(^ whole thing depiuids upon th(» fact as to whether the pt^opli' 
there want a court to bo Itxjatod there, and whether tliere would he suHiciciiit 
business for tliat court. On that point, placed as I am, I earniot express an 
opinion." 


The Hon’bie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“ I venture to say a hnv words in connection with this rcKoIution. The 
transfc'r of civil courts to Asansol is desirabh* if th(». facts justify it. In 
Burdwan there are now two subordinate judgt^s for the trial of (original suits. 
If the opinion of the local auihoriiios as widl as the learned judge who 
presidt’S at Hurd wan hi^ tliat then* is not siitliejent work for a subordimite 
judge at Asansol, then I would suggest that th(*ro should no interfen*nee 
with the present state of things. 

My lord, in lrx‘ating a suhordinato judge at Asansol, thorr* are advantages 
and disadvantages too. In trying original suits, the subordinate judge will 
hav(^ to spend a goofj portion of his time at Asansol, and the que^stion, t he.refore, 
is, will the suitors l>e eonveni(?ncod or inconvenituiced. There is the arguiinuit 
whicli is always jmt Isdore tin* authorities that if an appeal 1x3 prefernxl 
against tin? decision of the judge* who decidi's the original suit, the appeal 
should he heard in Hurdvvan, so the suitors will have to run up to^Hunlwan 
for the purposes of having their suit decided ; so that this afgument 
was considered hy llie yxihlic, so iliat th(^ whoh^i qu(*Htion depends not 
only upon the conv(*nienco of the suitors themselves, but upon the con- 
venience of the judge who is to be loc^afctMl there. If Ik? lias to run up 
and down between Hurd wan and Asansol, then what is the m^eessity of 
having a subordinat i? judge at Asansol. Thai is tlie question which demands 
the consideration of the Hon’ble Membor|j. Hut if the suh-division l>e a rich 
one, and if the number of cases especially tin? colliery cases, tlioii 

certainly it is desirable in the inU^rests of tin? suitors that a subordinate judge 
should be located at Asansol. Therefore, my lord, in connection with this 
question a proper enquiry ouglit to bo made by the iligh (/ourt or 
Government. .This is a question of facts, and we, the Members of Council, 
are not in a position to know what are4he re.al facts on which the llorrblo 
lumber has based bis resolution. I do not wisii to say afiythiiig further in 
this connection, but my personal feeling is that it should depend ut>on the 
(acts which are placed before Couiicil." 

The Mm'Ms Babii Klthori Mahan CfcaMharl said 

** My lorcj, I had no intention of saying anything on ibis resolution, but as 
some reference has been made to the bar at Malda, I think it my duty to 
say that this^s not a question for plcadojas ta decide or pass their judgment 
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on. Tt is *eally a question between the Government and the people ; 

tt the pecTplo of llaniganj sub-division think that tl)cy should have a 
subordinate judge there, if only with the power of an assistant sessions 
judge, that can bo done; and if ir proves to be a convenience tor the 
Asansol public and the Government have no objection. I ^ not know 

what objections the Iiui*dwan pleaders can have to such an arrangement. 

As for myscdf, I know that a proposal has been made to locate a 

subordinate judge’s court at Mald<a, but I am not aware that the members, of 
the Rajshahi bar have raisinl any objection to it. It may be inconvenient to 
some of the pleaders, butjileaders wlio liavc^ some influence over the people of 
Malda may choose to go and settle there, and ther%cannot bo any objection 
to it. At Malda there is a munsiff with power to^y cases up to the value of 
lls. 2,000 and if ho is removed and a suhordinatiSWfhdge is posted there with 
the pow(U‘s of an Assistant St'ssions Judge, then the work of the District 
Judge will bo relieved to a great extent, and it will also prove to be a great 
convenience to the peoi)lo of Malda. I suggested to my Malda friends to 
supply me with facts and figures if they thought necessary.” 


The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of B|irdwan said 

“My lord, may I rist^ to a point of order? We arc not discussing the 
question of the appointment of a sub-judge at Malda.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :~ 

“ I beg your pardon. Really, it is not a question for the pleaders to decide, 
and so far I know they can have no objni(|^n. If the Government decide 
this could bo done, it should bo done.” 


rhe Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My lord, I do not propose to follow the frame 6f mind of the Iion’ble 
mover of the n^solution, but he is quite correct in saying that there is no 
unanimity among the public of Burdwan regarding this movomont, because I 
liave a telegram in front of me from the Chairman of the District Association 
find also another from the President of the People’s Association strongly oppos- 
ing the proposal of the Hon’l)le Mauivi Abul Kasom. But 1 can assure him 
311 behalf of the Government that it is quite refreshing to find one Burdwanite 
fit least taking so much interest in the Asansol sub-division. The question 
ot the memorial has been engagin g J^he a ttention of the Government and in 
October last we referred the niattei^|Whiii'^ High Court and the Court has 
replied that it will go into the matter and let us know the views or the Hon’ble 
Judges, and that is how the matter stands how, and I, therefore, think that the 
Hon’ bio mover cannot expect Government eiiher to accept the resolution at 
die present moment or to give An expression of its opinion. All i can assure 
die Hon’ble Member is that tlie proposal will receive the fulLand careful con- 
iiideratioh of the Government on receipt of the views hf the High Court. 


rii0 Itoii’ble Mauivi Abul Kasam said ^ 

“ My lord, aftef the statement made by the Hon’bl© Member in charge, 
1 beg Your Excellency’s penaaissioa to withdraw the resolution as I am 
18811 red that it will receive careful and favourable consideration at the hands 
3t the Government. With refe? 8 h<fr to the remarks of the Hon’ble Rai 
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Mahendra Oliandra Milra llahadur, 1 oaa onlj’ say that nobody ever suggest- 
.ed that ii subordinate jadge should travel from Asansol to Burdwao. The 
prc^osnl is to establish a permanent subordinate jud^ at Asansol. I certainly 
agree with the Hon'ble Rai Delxender Chunder Qhose Bahadur that the 
pinions of the suitors and litigants and the public of Asansol should be 
properly considered. 1 am at one with him that the questicai to be deckled 
on is the consideration of their convenience only.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST <|g^U8INB8S— ITEM NO. 10. 

Tke Hon’bte Baba Suroadra Nath Ray moved the following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the circular 
letter of the Director of Puhlic Instruction to the Inspectors of Sohools, 
Nos. 2263-3259G., dated the 25th April, 11)18, relating to the uniformity of 
standards, be withdrawn. 

r 

He said : “ Under the University Ucgulations tlie higher class English 

Holiools liav(v to bo recognised by the University before they arc allowed to 
send up students for the matrioulntion oxaniination. And for this reason 
’ I hose schools ro inspected l)y Inspectors t)f Scluwls — the services of tlinse 
InspfHrtors In ...g utilised l>y tlie Calcutta University authorities. So far as 
we are awajfe, tin' Inspectors of Schads are supposed to act simply as post 
olficcH So far as tlie University is concerned. 

I shall quote portions of -iHi Regulations of the (Calcutta University so 
far as tlie subject of recognition is ooncerned, as well as the instructions 
given by tin' Director of Public Instruction to the Inspcjctors of Schools, with 
roference to these regulations. From the University Regulalions wo find that 
the University wants information among others as to (a) whether the school 
is under the management of a regularly constituted committee; (h) the 
qualifications, character and experience of the Head Master and the rest of the 
teaching stafif ; (c) whether the buildings in which the school is situated and in 
which the instruction is carried on are adapted for the purposes of the school, 
and are in a proper sanitary condition ; (d) whether in the case of pupils who 
do not reside with their parent;^ or guardians, provision is made for their resi- 
dence; and (e) whether the remuneration of the teachers is on a reasonable scale, 
etc. “ 

In the circular, however, we find among other mattera — 

(/) ‘ That the managing oomUfllHPfihould consist of not more than 10 
members aad be representative of Various communities. 

{2) That the number of tsachQrs should be sufficient to allow each teacher 
one free period per day while the Head Maartor should not teach for more 
than 20, preferably 18, periods per week and that the Head Master should 
^t R«. 75 to Rs. 100 and the Assistant Head Master Rs. 66 to Es. 80 1 that on 
no consideration should the pay of a teacher in the high English school lall 
below Rs, 20 per month. 

(3) That the buildings must have pueoa plinths, be w^l lighted aad 
ventilated — lighting and ventilation ahoilld proceed from the longer side of 
the room possible 1 boys should on no acconnt sit faciifg the li^t J deske 
mast be provtd^ in all clasms at 1 loql 8 iaebes per bey aftoommodation 
should be provided at the minimam rate'of 10 square feet per boy in evenv’ 
class-room ; there should be one IstrinsN lRt one meilar for e<sery 100 on 
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{4) That the hostels and messes should provide accommodation at the 
minimum rate of 60 square feet per boy, that they must be well ventilated and 
lighted, and have a re&ident superintendent in each. 

(5) That where the fee income is inadequate to maintain dh eificient scale 
of establishment, subscriptions must be definitely guaranteed : an endowment* 
or reserve fund of at least Rs. 5,000 is desirable.’ 

Tiiero is nothing to show that this circular has the approval of the 
University. I am told what is embodied in the circular is all under the 
consideration of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. How did the 
Director of Public Instruction anticipate the decision of the University and 
take the initiative on his own account ? In answer to a question asked in your 
lordship’s Council on the 3rd September last by my hon’ble friend 
llabu Hhabendi-a Chandra Ray, as to whether the University was consulted 
before these instructions were issued, and if not, under what authority they 
were issued, the Hon’blo Mr. O’Malley replied that the University was not 
consulted and that these instructions had been issued by the Director of Public 
Instruction as it, was found necessary to insist that the repoi-ts of Inspectors 
should contain all the information required by the University Regulations and 
also to secure some uniformity of st andards. ■ 

We are not aware whether the Director of Public Instruction has author- 
ity to issue these instructions. He or the Inspectors of Schools are simply to 
report as to the state of the school in which they find them. They cannot in- 
sist upon the school authorities in carrying out these instructions, for in doing 
so they would bo acting ultra vires. The University Regulations are clear on 
the point. The University simply wants a statement from the school autho- 
rities as regards the constitution of the committee of management, the teach- 
ing staff, the accommodation, the income and the expenditure of the school. 
The University not having authorised the Director of Public Instruction to 
issue such a circular, the circular cannot be enforced. I do not want to say 
much about tlu^ merits of the circular but the authority of the Director of 
Public Instruction with reference to the power of recommending schools to 
the University for affiliation being only a derivative authority from that body 
and tliat body not having vested the Director of Public Instruction with any 
such power, the issuing of such a circular is irregular, and, as I have said, 
ultra vires. I, therefore, ask my hon’ble friend the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion to pass orders to withdraw the circular or, if it is considered necessary, to 
get the necessary sanction of the Univwsity for its enforcentjent.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar said 

“My lord, I feel that I am not justified in giving a silent vote in this 
connection. It appears that the Education Department by this circular is 
insisting upon the minimum of requirements from schools seeking affiliation, 
and the notification will have the effect of compulsion without exception. Now 
as regards the principles and ideals involved in the several items entered i» 
the notification,, there is not much difference of opinion between any persona 
connected with education. I know as a matter of fact that there is very little 
difference of opinion^ between the University authorities and the departmental 
authorities in this connection, but it is as regards the details where 
differences arose in the past, and differences still exist and differences are likely 
to aris^ in the future. Permit me to draw the attentioi>K>f this House to wie 
detail dnly, that in No. 3, about the rooms. Now it ie laid down here that 
lighting and' ventilation should proceed from the long side of ' the' room, if 
Possible, and that boys should, on no aoeount, sit facing the light. 1 may be 
^^5*^^tted to point out that in (his house there are at least seven or eight 
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members who are sitting with their faces towards the light, and His Kxi^el- 
lency himself is sitting with his face to the light. Is it always possilble to 
conform to that rule in a school-house ? Of course, it would l)e quite a 
different thing if the department had insisted upon minimising the possible 
evil effects of bad lighting as has been done in this room — tliat is anotht\r 
imitier — and wlionover an Inspector visited a school he could insist upon It, 
and ho would not recommend a school in which some of the students had to 
sit facing tlie light. That is my objection, my lord. 1 am afraid that all 
the details entered there could not be conformed with in any and every 
school. No matter what the schools are,/ there may bo ditticultieH, and 
the llonT)lo the Director of Public Instruction himself knows that lie has 
to recommend very often for exceptions being made in the c ise of many 
schot^ls. For instance, a school may be gooil in one way atid directive in 
another detail. I know tlu^ Hon'ble Mr. Wordsworth wonid be the last person 
to reject an application like that, but what would be the result of this notifica- 
tion ? 'ft would bo compulsion, pure and simple. The (jase will not nmeh th(^ 
authorities and the Inspectors themselves will not have much liberty to 
exercise their judgment in this eonnt^ction, an<l semi up cases wlien^ there arc 
exceptions. That is what I am afraid of, my lord. I would add anotht3r 
word before 1 resume my seat. The motto of the Dniversity is nd YJtncoment i>f 
learning, ami I understand l)y that motto ad vancemont hotli extensive and inten- 
sive ; therefore, the University has always souglit to live up to this standard 
in the schools by giving them a little more timt'. In that there is no funda- 
mental difference of opinion between' the Uuiversity an<l tin* Dt^parlmemt, so 
that these schools may conform to the apfiroved standard. Mut this notifica- 
tion will at once introduce* a compulsory oieinent and hero there will he the 
option of either oontinuing th<3 school umier tli(» conditions laid down in detail 
in a page of rules or to give up their effort of maintaining the school at all. 
I feel, therefore, that a litth* more time may he taken Infforo introdiKung the 
element of coinpuNion in this matter. 

In that I am against this notification, and I app<^al to the Director of 
Public Instruction to wait a little to prepare the public a little further before 
taking this step, which means compulsion. 

With these words, I support the resolution.'* 


The Hon’bla Mr. WonlswiHhth said . — 

“ My lord, I forget the name of tlie Irish Chief Justice who invariably got 
confused when he happened to listen to both sides of a case, but I am 
afraid that will be the case with the Council before 1 have done, for what I 
have to say is very different from what the Hon 'bio mover has said. 
The arrangements for the recognition of schools in this province under the 
Calcutta University are rather complicated to work, but are very simple to 
understand. Wo have three classes of high schools : Government schools 
entirely under the control of the Education Department in all matters except 
those, relating^ to recognition ; aided schools where we purchase the right of 
indueiicing the standards and organisation ; and aided schools where we have 
no standing at all except that by an arrangement of courtesy wo do af'neat 
deal of work there on behalf of the University ; but the control of so 

far as recognition is concerned, ue.^ so far as the privilege of prepa^T ^or 

IJniversity standards is concerned, is entirely a matter for the Unl\ ^d 

what we do in this matter is by way of cfmrteous assistance to the Oc |y. 
This Tjeourtesy is considerable : it is considerable in money ; it is conltr ile 
in expenditure of time and eftort, for there are, I thinky something approach- 
ing 800 schocris recognised by the University which require annual inspection ; 
and there are new schools seeking recQgnitibn which we also inspect on 
behalf of the University. It is quite right that the regulations for4:oc^^rtli0ir 
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are laid down in the regulations of the University, but these regulations are 
vague I they are general ; we have heard some of them : that a school ahoukl 
he under the management of a properly constituted committee ; that the qnali- 
hcations of the staff are satisfactory ; thatJiheir remuueration is satisfactory ; 
that their buildings are suitable for the. purpose erf « scluiol ; and so on. 
These are not lUles, they are mereljr general instructions which must be 
developed in practice, and the University having dealt with these matters for 
10 years or more under the present regulations have now arrived at an 
approximation to a standpM of efficiency which the Education Department on 
behalf of the University is Bssisting to secure. This work is considerable. The 
actual procedure is this : the University request the Director of Public Instfuc- 
tion to arrange for the annual inspection of these schools ; thq, Director in- 
structs Inspectors to report ; these Inspectors report to the Director, who for- 
wards thpir reports to the University with such comments and recommenda- 
tions as he feels called upon to make. He is at the University’s own wish the 
adviser of the Upiversity in these mftttei's, and it is his duty to advise the 
University as he thinks proper. The annual liandling of something like 800 
reports is a very serious addition to his normal work ; it is a very serious 
contribution to the heavy work of the University ; and he has therefore 
arranged thht these reports shall henceforth .be drawn up in one standard form ; 
and that the information which they give in full shall ho arranged 
according to certain standards of criticism. This circular wdiich has been drawn 
up by the Director is not an instruction to the schools ; it is not an 
instruction to the University ; Hfefeause he has no power to issue instructions 
outside the department ; it is an instruction from the head of a depart- 
ment to his own officers as to tffe form in which reports submitted 
to him on certain matters are to be drawn up. This correspond- 

ence is forwarded to the University with the Director’s own com- 
ments. His comments may agree with the recommendations of the In- 
spectors ; or they may disagree, and they frequently disagree, and tlio Council 
will readily understand that a recommendation which the Director 
makes for the improvement of a school, which will receive a continuation 
of recognition from January, might bo quite different if he is writing in the 
month of November from what it would be if ho were writing in the month of 
May. I think the Director of Public Instruction may be credited with a little 
reasonableness in matters of this sort. But the circular*®! instructions itself 
contains nothing that is contrary to the spirit or the letter of the University” 
Regulations. The University Regulations say that accominod^ition shall be 
satisfactory ; our Inspectors have been advised that satisfactory accommodation 
may be t aken at 10 squai-e feet per pupil. ’The University may accept ihat, 
or it may not. But there is no inconsistency between the two instructions. 
’The whole control of recognition, and the whole question of accejiting 
those recommendations "or not, is one for the Syndicate, and not for the Edu- 
cation Department. I am afraid the Council has been entirely misled by the 
statement that those instructions are instructions given to the schools through 
officers who are entirely post offices. I protest against this description ; 
our Inspectors of Schools do this work on behalf of the University ; they do it 
readily and they do it well, and I believe their work for the University 
deserves greater appreciation than that word suggests. They are experienced 
offioers,’ they have a great knowledge of educational practice and standards, 
and when th^ inspect schools, they perform a double function ; they collect 
infbrnaation tooe* transmitted to the University, and they also give a copy of 
their report to the school as a guide to the school itself. In this way they 
are doing what the Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar would like them to do : good 
work in educating public opinion and the views of school managers^ an^ 
generally in helping on the improvement of standards. Thirf circular remains 
as. a purely .departmental work, and its withdrawal would not alter* tlie 
situation except «rfhat by adding considerably to the work of the Director 
hims^f and the work af the Syndicate, for 800 reports drawn up in standard 
form are obviously nauoh easier to deal with than 8(W reports drawn up #ith- 
— 8tanda|rdi8ationr But if the circular is withdrawn, the Director’s 
position remains unimpaired. He is the University’s adviser in this 
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nufcier, and ha advises aocordinff Ihe faith that ia in him; if the 
cironlar is withdrawn the faith will si Ml remain, and his advice would pre- 
sumably be what it is now. I do not quite understand the purport of this 
res^ution. I trust I hpve shown to the Council that it imposes .no burden 
upon schools and no burden on the University.** The University's position 
remains uninfluenced. If the tioiTblu Member has moveti this resplntion 
on behalf of the University, I would take the upportunit;^ of pointing out 
that the University itself has made no objection, and that in these matters 
the University is very alert and htvs a wakeful eye for any delinquency on the 
part of the Director of Public Instructiou. The Univei^sity has aooepted it in 
practice ; T believe I am right in saying that it has bolp^ to facilitate work. 
Nor has it been issued lightly. A. sub-cbinmittee of the University Syndicate 
and of the Department of Public Instruction was appointed some time ago to 
consider some butter arrangements for- hand Ung this question of the recognition 
of schools. That sub-committee has not yet flnished ils work and reported, 
but what has be^u embodied in the circular is almost entirely what that siih- 
coramittee baa already agreed to accept as reasonable. The circular, as I havo» 
explained, 11.18 boon issued as departmental instructions to Inspectors, not as 
prescriptive instructions to schools on behalf of the University, but 1 have every 
reason to hope that when the sub-committee has reported, these instructions 
will become the prescriptive instructions of the University and will he aooepted 
in the main, oven if not in loto, as the authoritative standards by which schools 
can obtain recoguition by the University. 

1 have to submit to tlio Couned that th^ circular performs a valuable 
function and should bo allowed to remain in operation.” 

'Mt/r 


Tlw Hon’bto Bbba Saremlra Nath Ray said : — 

My lord, wo have just hoard from the Director of Public Instruction 
that there is a sub-committee which is now considering this oircular or at 
least wliat is embodied in the oircnlar. That clearly shows that my friend 
has already anticipated the University by 'ssuing this circular. How can 
you euforoe a circular which has not receive*! the sanction »>f the University ? 
The function of the Director of Public Instruction is derivative. It is derived 
from the University, jind unless the University come to a decision on the point 
the Director of Public Instruction is not in a position to enforce this circular.” 


Tb« Hmi’ble Mr. Wocdswbrth said 

” May I rise to a point of order ? I am afraid the Hon'blo ^ernber 
misinterprets me ; this circular is authoritative for InsMctors of tbe hxlucation 
Department only. It is not autltoritativo for anyone mso, and is not onfoVeed 
on anyone else.” 


TIm HM’bte Baba SarbMlra Itatb Ray said ■ 

” But this circular is for the purpose of recognition by the tjnivm’sity ; 
the circular is used for the jmrpose of reboguition by the University of these 
soboole, and unless . the Director of Public Instruction reomu^aends, these 
schools cannot be affiliated to the University, and the •ch.dols'cannot send 
their boys for tbe matriculation examination.” 


ftM'Haa’bia Mr. Warisiiartb said 

“ I rise to a point of order. I said ^e llniversity may ths* 

msndation of the Director or nof ; and it does not follow that if ' Ihf Director 
does not recommend a sohOol the schod dees not roeeivo rocoiKO^* "* ’* 
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The Hon’Ma fiaM Surandra Nath Nay 8^<* 


‘ I heard the ffon'hle Sir ' 


tar diati-.- 


s^hoohi come up to tlie ataud&rd laid dowmin tli« circular th(^ will 1197.^^ be 
abio to come ^pfore ^-he Uftiversifcy Idr^recoguition. -"ie it a correct 
of facta,?” ' ■ ' ■• " - - ' 


TNf HM’hielli^f WordswoHh said 

it/ V ^ ^ 

“Sto, it is not a correct statement el lauis. 

Jt. ^ ^ ; .A> 

'Ihe Prei^Maiit said*^— - ' ^ 

“H thiftkj^ ^ t>etter for tb^ Hon’blo Member, if bo ctjnsidera 

that hehaabee»ij(»lpiMt«j(rproted by the Hon’bie Mover, to reserve his remarks. 
He Vill have an opportunity of replying whoajt.he Hon'bte Mepiber who moved 
the mertion has fltiishod has «i.ecch.” ’ !« » • < 


Tha Noflilila SIP NUraljfia Sir.rkar said : — 

May I just gite^a personal explanation, my lord ? ’ 


Th 0 ,i^rMldofit.i 4 aid - 

t' 4. * ^ , a 

‘*ThC Hon’ble Member Has permission to speak if it is only a p'ersonal*^ 
explanation.^’ . » - 


Thd lloa’hle Sir Nilrahm Sarkif said — 

“When I stSd that/ ^ school would not have a ebanooof laying its case 
before the Uniys^r8ity, J[ inoant what was the ordinary practice. Under .che 
rst'ulations. Cfrtoialy the University has power to appoint other Inspectors 
than ih^e who ar%in the Education Department, but they- have never done 
ao*with regard to<«ohool8, arid the inspecting work is entrusted to a body of 
men upon whom the Uoi»rersity has got the highest, confidence but,, as a ' 
ipafter of fact, unless a schdbl is recommended by the department it has 
no chariee whateltet u£«4ayi«g its case before the Syndicate for afiiliation. 

I challOQg0r.io qhote any casC y here the school lias come up for recognition 
timing tjie five stS years without the reoommendation of the 

department." 




The NM'blt j^Babu Surdfidi^ Nalli Ray said* :— 


, Vc- * ^ ' 

“I tbitUt, «ay idi;d,itljlit olear# the- point and clears .my position also. So 
unless there i» a recoui^eudation. by the Inspectors "erf* Schools, who arc no 
doubff^uided by the circular issued by the Director, there is no chance .of 
these schools ’^eing affiliated to‘ the University and sending up boys for 
the matriculationj^^amination. My complaint is that this plroular, or' What 
is embodied i» H;he pircul^, must receive the sauction iif tho University 
before you 'can; ejlforoe it. But., why anticipate. -the decision of the 
Cohimitted Jtppoittted by 4hc Univeifsity ? That is all T haye\to say. 
My h<^'*bW . said tl^at >ft ie. out of oourjiesy the- Educa- 
tion Depairur«itet’*^elp8 UirifOraity— it is a courteous assistance. 

I fully admit it,. huts, wliOn' the vtOrk is undertaken it must be dohe according 
to the instructiontl'ol tj^Univeiwit^ and ndt off anything Wlfeii^.dpto .noji> 


embody the 

V ^ - 

T^R^’bla Mr. Wbrdiivbi 

* **. My' lord; r I aa^' 

‘Cj^ave to itjftffm the 
Ifilrirtaff^rlBer’B eatnlanaftdh 


itt the Ujii vereity rulM and.j|^j|^^n8v^ 









